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Jovis,  20°  die  Februarii,  1845. 


Ordered,  That  a Select  Committee  be  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  State  and 
Management  of  the  Lighthouses,  Floating  Lights,  Buoys,  and  Beacons,  under  the 
Charge  and  Management  of  the  Corporation  of  the  Trinity  House  of  Deptford  Strond 
oi  the  Commissioners  of  Northern  Lighthouses,  of  the  Corporation  for  Preserving  and' 
Improving  the  Port  of  Dublin,  and  of  all  Lights,  Buoys,  and  Beacons,  in  the  Hands  of 
any  other  Corporation,  Public  Body,  or  Private  Individuals ; also,  into  the  Amount  of 
the  Gross  and  the  Net  Revenue  of  each,  the  Expenses  of  Managing  the  same,  and  the 
Appropriation  thereof ; also,  into  the  Authorities  under  which  the  Respective  Dues  are 
Collected  and  Applied ; also,  to  inquire  into  the  Circumstances  attending  the  Purchase 
e JJ,§hti’ouses  hy  l5e  Tn,ni{y  House,  and  the  Amounts  paid  for  the  same,  and 
the  otate  of  the  Accounts  of  such  Lighthouses;  also,  to  ascertain  all  the  Changes  and 

vTfhhT,  S thff  fr  bItn  "iadeL  mn»L,ght!,0USeSj  and  lhe  Extent  of  Relief 
which  has  been  afforded  to  Shipping  by  Reduction  or  Alteration  of  Dues  in  the  United 

tl^SpW  p"Ce  ‘-he  PaSS'??  °Athe  Act-  °f  ol834  ; and  how  far  tl,e  Recommendations  of 
the  Select  Committee  on  Lighthouses,  m 1834,  have  been  carried  out;  also,  to  consider 
whether  any  and  what  Alterations  can  be  made  in  the  Light  and  other  Dues,  and  in  the 
Management  of  the  same,  to  relieve  the  Shipping  of  the  Country. — (Mr.  Hume.) 


Mortis,  25°  die  Februarii,  1845. 

Committee  nominated  : 


Mr.  Hume. 

Sir  George  Clerk. 
Viscount  Palmerston. 
Viscount  Sandon. 

Mr.  Gaskell. 

Admiral  Bowles. 
Admiral  Dundas. 

Mr.  Duncan. 


Mr.  Mitcalfe. 

Mr.  Somes. 

Mr.  Grogan. 

Mr.  Ross. 

Mr.  Hastie. 

Sir  John  Hanmer. 

Mr.  Aaron  Chapman. 


Ordered,  That  the  said 
Records. 


Committee  have  power  to  send  for  Persons, 


Papers,  and 


Ordered,  That  Five  be  the  Quorum  of  the  said  Committee. 


Veneris,  30“  die  Mail,  1845. 


fmthCT  ^ 


Veneris,  1°  die  Augusti , 1845. 


Ordered,  That  the  Committee  have 
before  them  to  The  House. 


pow'er  to  Report  the  Minutes  of  Evidence  taken 


REPORT  

PROCEEDINGS  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  - 
LIST  OF  WITNESSES  - 
MINUTES  OF  EVIDENCE  - 

APPENDIX 

INDEX  


- p.  iii 

- p.  xxxii 

- p.  xxxv 

- P-  1 

- P-  343 

- P-  694 
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THE  SELECT  COMMITTEE  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  State  and  Manage- 
ment of  the  Lighthouses,  Floating  Lights,  Buoys,  and  Beacons,  under  the 
charge  and  management  of  the  Corporation  of  Trinity  House  of  Deptford 
Strond,  of  the  Commissioners  of  Northern  Lighthouses,  of  the  Corporation 
for  preserving  and  improving  the  Port  of  Dublin,  and  of  all  Lights,  Buoys, 
and  Beacons,  in  the  hands  of  any  other  Corporation,  Public  Body,  or  private 
Individuals  whomsoever;  also  into  the  Amount  of  the  Gross  and  the  Net 
Revenue,  the  Expenses  of  managing  the  same,  and  the  Appropriation  thereof; 
also,  into  the  Authorities  under  which  the  respective  Dues  are  collected  and 
applied ; also,  to  inquire  into  the  circumstances  attending  the  Purchase  of 
Private  Lighthouses,  and  the  State  of  the  Amounts  of  these  Purchases ; also 
to  ascertain  all  the  Changes  or  Improvements  that  have  been  made  in  Light- 
houses, &e.  and  the  extent  of  Relief  which  has  been  afforded  by  Reduction 
or  Alteration  of  Dues  in  the  United  Kingdom  since  1834  ; and  how  far  the 
recommendations  of  the  Select  Committee  on  Lighthouses  in  1834  have  been 
carried  out ; also,  to  consider  whether  any  and  what  Alterations  can  be  made 
in  the  Amount  of  the  Light  and  other  Dues,  and  into  the  Management  of 
the  same,  for  the  Relief  of  the  Shipping  of  the  Country,  and  to  Report  their 

Observations  thereupon ; Have  examined  the  Matters  referred  to  them 

and  agreed  to  the  following  REPORT 


IT  appears  that  as  early  as  the  year  1822  the  Select  Committee  of  the  House  Third  „ , 

stitution  °avnm-ni  ™ F°relSn  Jrade  matie  various  inquiries  into  the  con-  Foreign  Trade, 
stituhon,  general  revenue,  and  expenditure  of  the  Board  of  the  Trinity  House  l8s2' 

of  thePT'°to  Stro,n?’.  1180  lnt0  the  revenue,  management,  and  expenditure 
House  '^we^  os^wr^V^11  beIonS“S  t0  the  Crown  and  to  the  Trinity 
tenures  aSw  ? belonSmg  to  private  individuals  under  various 

tenures , and  Uiat,  in  consequence  of  such  inquiries  and  of  the  information 

accomnl^hnuuit  „ f Parliament  shortly  after  passed  to  authorize  the  3 Geo.  4,  c.  3. 

accomplishment  of  certain  recommendations  of  that  Committee  which  the 
Legislature  deemed  it  advisable  to  have  carried  into  effect;  and  that  under  the 
provisions  of  that  Act  the  leases  of  certain  Lighthouses,  which  had  “ former 
years  been  granted  by  the  Trinity  House  to  private  individuals,  were  purch™ed 
in  182S  6d’f91-  f 1®3  the  Flatholms  Light  forTs  8291  , 

“conn,  **FF.W*  3 6’°°0l;  and  ia  1829  the  Rumham  Light  for 

huiise  u1S  ^m0Unt  beaame  a cbarge  t0  that  “tent  on  the  Light- 
house Dues  paid  by  the  Commercial  Shipping  of  the  country.  ° 

Trin,Tv0HaPPearS-Salin  tUs  Act  P°wer  was>  for  ,h«  first  time,  given  to  the 
modifv  nr  r r’  ■ ?0n8eilt-  OT  °“  tbe  requisition  of  the  Crown,  to  reduce, 

exe^’ed  to  “U®S;  a P°Wer  TMch  the  CorP°ration  have  since 

xercised  to  lelieve  the  shipping  from  part  of  their  burdens. 

From  that  time  Parliament  interfered  little  with  the  affairs  of  the  Trinitv 
wS  a Sefom  C e q' ,°f  ^‘houses  and  Light  Dues,  until  the  year  183? 
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Report  on  Light- 
houses, 1834. 


Appendix,  No.  3. 


Appendix,  Ni  s.  1 
and  2. 


6 & 7 Will.  4, 
c.  79- 


respecting  them ; and  on  that  occasion  the  whole  subject  was  most  minutely 
investigated,  and  the  Report  of  that  Committee,  with  the  voluminous  Evidence 
and  Appendix  then  laid  before  The  House,  afford  the  most  ample  informa- 
tion, as  well  concerning  the  origin,  history  and  condition,  as  concerning 
the  revenue,  management,  and  expenditure  of  all  the  Lights  and  Lighthouse 
Establishments  of  England,  Scotland,  and  Ireland,  previous,  and  up  to,  that 
time  ■ and  Your  Committee  therefore,  in  availing  themselves  of  the  informa- 
tion contained  in  that  Report,  and  after  inquiring  into  the  views  taken, 
and  the  opinions  then  entertained  by  the  Trinity  Board  with  reference 
to  that  Report  and  the  recommendations  contained  in  it  (for  which  purpose 
the  letter  of  Mr.  Herbert,  the  Secretary  of  the  Corporation,  to  the  Lords  of 
the  Treasury,  in  April  183S,  may  specially  be  referred  to),  have  directed  their 
attention  chiefly  towards  ascertaining  whether  any  and  what  alterations  have 
been  made  in  the  Lights  and  Lighthouse  Establishments  subsequently  to  the 
date  of  that  Report ; and,  by  the  evidence  of  Sir  John  Henry  Pelly,  Bart., 
Deputy  Master  of  the  Trinity  House,  who  was  first  examined,  and  others  it 
appears  that  very  considerable  alterations  have  been  made  m the  English 
Lights,  as  fully  and  specially  detailed  in  his  Evidence  before  Your  Committee 
and  also  in  two  Minutes  of  the  Deputy  Master,  laid  before  the  Trinity  Board, 
and  afterwards  before  Your  Committee. 


In  July  1835,  Mr.  Hume,  with  a view  of  carrying  out  the  recommendations 
of  the  Committee  of  1834,  of  which  he  had  been  Chairman,  introduced  a Bill 
into  the  House  of  Commons  to  vest  the  Heligoland  Light,  and  all  the  Light- 
houses on  the  coasts  of  the  United  Kingdom,  in  the  Corporation  of  the  Trinity 
House,  with  power  to  the  Corporation  to  purchase  the  Lighthouses  then  held 
by  private  individuals  ; but  that  Bill  did  not  pass  the  Commons. 

In  February  1836,  Mr.  Hume  introduced  another  Bill  similar  to  that  of  1835, 
which  was  not  supported  by  the  Government,  and  did  not  pass  the  House  of 
Commons ; but  the  Government  introduced  a Bill,  which  received  the  sanc- 
tion of  His  Majesty  on  the  13th  of  August  1836,  under  the  provisions  of  which 
important  changes  have  been  effected : that  Act  having  vested  all  Lighthouses 
and  Seamarks  on  the  coasts  of  England  in  the  Corporation  of  the  Trinity 
House,  and  having  given  power  to  the  Corporation  to  purchase  the  five  private 
Lighthouses  of  Harwich,  Dungeness,  Winterton,  Hunstanton,  and  Orford,  held 
by  individuals  under  leases  from  the  Crown ; also  to  purchase  the  Smalls  and 
Longsliips,  two  Lights  held  by  proprietors  under  leases  granted  by  the  Master, 
Wardens,  and  Assistants  of  the  Corporation  of  the  Trinity  House ; as  well  as  the 
Skerries,  Spurn,  and  Tynemouth  Lights,  held  in  perpetuity  under  Acts  of  Par- 
liament. The  Smalls  Lighthouse,  in  the  hands  of  the  Trinity  Board,  had  been 
most  inconsiderately  leased  by  them  to  John  Phillips,  Esq.,  at  a nominal  rent, 
for  99  years,  from  the  3d  of  June  1778  ; the  Longships  had  been  granted  to 
the  Trinity  House  by  the  Crown  by  patent  of  the  30th  June  1791 ; and  on  the 
29th  of  September  1795  the  Board  granted  a lease  of  the  latter  Light  for  50 
years  to  Lieutenant  Henry  Smith,  for  100 1.  a year  ; — examples  of  improvidence 
and  mismanagement  exceeded  only  by  the  grants  in  perpetuity  of  the  Tyne- 
mouth, Spurn,  and  Skerries  Lights  by  the  House  of  Commons.  Your  Com- 
mittee, however,  feel  it  right  to  observe  that  the  Act  6 & 7 Will.  4,  c.  79, 
prevents  similar  grants  from  being  made  in  future. 


afj  Geo.  3,  c.  ioi, 
for  Scotland. 

52  Geo.  3,  c.  115, 
for  Ireland. 

6 ix  7 Will. 4,0.79. 


Q.  226  to  233. 


The  Act  of  1836  continues  to  the  Commissioners  of  Northern  Lights,  and  to 
the  Commissioners  of  the  Ballast  Board  in  Dublin  the  control  and  management 
of  the  Lights  on  the  coasts  of  Scotland  and  Ireland  respectively;  and  the 
Harbour  Lights  generally  on  the  coasts  of  the  United  Kingdom  are  placed 
under  the  control  of  the  Trinity  House. 

By  this  Act  the  Crown  surrendered  its  rights  on  the  first-mentioned  five  Light- 
houses, on  condition  that  the  Possessions  and  Land  Revenues  of  the  Crown 
should  be  released  from  a debt  of  300,000?.  advanced  by  the  Consolidated  Fund 
on  the  security  of  these  Possessions  and  Land  Revenues.  And  this  fact  is  most 
important  to  be  known,  considering  that  Sir  J.  H.  Pelly,  Bart.,  the  Deputy  Master 
of  the  Trinity  Board,  claims  these  Lighthouses,  since  purchased  from  the  lessees, 
to  be  “ as  much  the  property  of  the  Trinity  Corporation  as  a freehold  estate.” 


4639.  Do 
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4639.  Do  you  mean  tlie  Corporation  has  the  same  kind  of  ownership  in  the  purchased 
patents  as  an  individual  who  buys  an  estate  in  fee-simple  has  in  such  estate? — They  have 
the  same  right  to  it  as  they  have  to  any  patent  granted  ; we  have  it  in  perpetuity. 

4640.  Are  you  of  opinion  that  the  Corporation  has  the  same  kind  of  ownership  in  the 
purchased  patents  as  an  individual  who  buys  an  estate,  in  fee-simple  has  in  such  estate  ? — 

Decidedly. 

Your  Committee  called  for  a Return  to  show  in  what  manner  the  claim  of 
the  Crown  in  respect  of  these  five  Lights  had  been  calculated  to  amount  to 
the  sum  of  300,000  ?.,  thus  authorized  by  the  Act  of  1836  to  be  paid  from  the  6 *7  Will.  4,c.  79. 
Public  Revenues  to  the  Land  Revenues  of  the  Crown  It  appears  that  the 
Committee  in  the  years  1822,  1823,  and  1824,  after  inquiring  into  the  nature  Report  on  Foreign 
of  the  then  leases  of  these  Lights,  had  strongly  recommended  in  their  Reports  Trade,  18*3,  1833, 
that  they  should  not  be  renewed,  and  the  Trinity  Board  had  also  expressed  l824> 
themselves  unfavourably  to  their  renewal : but  that  nevertheless,  in  the  year 
1826,  the  whole  of  these  leases  were  renewed  for  a further  period  of  21  years, 
on  the  terms  of  the  net  dues  being  divided  between  the  lessees  and  the  Crown  : 
and  it  further  appears  that  in  the  year  1831  the  Crown's  share  of  the  net  dues 
amounted  to  1 0,675 ?.  (as  stated  in  the  Report  (a)  of  1834);  and,  by  the  («)  Report  on 
Return  ( b ) made  to  Your  Committee,  it  further  appears  that  the  interest  of  the  Lighthouses,  1834. 
Crown  on  the  1st  January  1837,  as  calculated  by  the  Five  per  Cent.  Tables,  (6)  APP-  No.  7 (H). 
amounted  to  302,419?.,  viz. : — 


Present  Interest.  | 

Reversionary 

Interest. 

Total. 

£. 

£. 

£. 

For  Harwich  Lighthouse  - - 

41,4/8 

86,868 

128,346 

„ Dungeness  ditto  - - - - 

18,627 

44,345 

62,972 

„ Winterton  & Orfordness  ditto 

31,958 

76,083 

108,041 

.,  Hunstanton  Cliff  ditto  - - 

523 

2,537 

3,060 

£. 

92,586 

209,833 

302,419 

It  also  appears  that  the  leases  of  the  first  four  Lights  had  12  years  to  run  ; 
and  that  after  the  Public  Treasury  had  thus  paid  the  Crown  for  its  rights,  or 
share  of  the  net  dues,  the  Trinity  Board  purchased  the  remaining  interests  of 
the  lessees,  as  stated  in  the  Minute  of  the  said  Deputy  Master. 

Your  Committee  consider  it  necessary,  after  the  claims  which  have  been  put 
forward  by  the  Deputy  Master  of  the  Trinity  Board  relative  to  these  Light- 
houses and  Dues,  to  be  explicit  and  particular  in  the  details,  as  the  evidence 
will  show. 

230.  Do  you  consider  that  Parliament  has  no  right  to  interfere  and  control  you  in  the 
management  of  the  Lights  for  the  public  interest? — None  whatever. 

231.  Then  you  hold  that  you  have  the  same  right  as  the  proprietors  of  the  Tinmouth  and 
the  Skerries  had  to  continue  the  tax,  without  reference  to  any  relief  which  the  shipping 
may  demand  ? — Decidedly : and  Parliament  would  not  take  it  away  from  the  proprietor  of 
the  Skerries,  and  they  would  not  take  it  away  from  the  Government ; but  they  allowed  ns 
to  purchase  it.  We  purchased  it,  and  we  became  entitled  to  all  the  privileges  that  those 
private  parties  were  entitled  to. 

232.  But  all  those  you  have  with  the  sanction  of  the  Treasury  for  public  purposes  ? — 

No ; I see  nothing  of  public  purposes  in  the  Act  of  Parliament. 

233.  Do  you  not,  in  every  request  made  in  your  correspondence  with  the  Treasury,  ask 
their  sanction? — I go  to  the  Act  of  Parliament  that  has  passed,  the  last  Act. 

The  Act  of  1836  (section  3)  empowered  the  Trinity  Corporation  to  pur- 
chase the  interests  of  individuals  in  the  ten  Lights  above  stated,  and  it 
appears  that  these  have  since  been  purchased  at  the  amount  of  1,182,546?.,  Appendix,  No.  1, 
the  last  of  those  purchases,  that  of  the  Skerries,  having  been  concluded  only  ?•  347- 
on  the  12th  of  September  1842.  The  account  of  the  tenures  under  which 
these  Lights  were  held,  and  the  terms  on  which  the  purchases  have  respectively 
been  effected,  are  as  follows  : 
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Rate  per  Cent. 

■ 

LIGHTHOUSE. 

Remaining  'I  erm 

for  Money 

Amount  of 

and  Kara  ft  nf  Proprietor  or  Lessee. 

of  Lease  purchased. 

to  purchase. 

Purchase-money. 

£. 

£. 

Longsiiips: — Henrv  P.  Smith,  Esq. 

q i years  - 

6 

40,696 

Smalls:—  Rev.  A.  H.  Buchunnan, 

41.  years  - 

6 

170,468 

Thomas  P.  Clarke. 

interion  and  Orford  : — Lord 

4 h 

37.896 

12  years  and  5 months 

Braybrooke. 

Harwich  : — Lieutenant  - general 

12  years  and  5 days 

4 h 

31,730 

Rebow. 

Dunoetiess: — Thomas  W.  Coke, 

12  years  and  175  days 

43 

20,954 

E>q. 

Hunstanton  . — Frederick  Lane, 

- - 0 months  and  16  days, 

384 

Esq. 

to  October  1837. 

Ditto  - ditto  - 

- - 1 1 | years,  from  Oc- 
tooer  1837. 

4 h 

1 ,22 1 

Tinmouih: — Mr.  Fawke 

In  perpetuity  - - j 

- - 23 1 years’ 
purchase. 

1 24,678 

Spurn: — B.  B.  Angel,  Esq. 

- ditto  - 

--23  § years’ 
purchase  and 
award  of  jurv. 

309.531 

Skerries: — Morgan  Jones,  Esq. 

- ditto  - 

- - Award  ol 

ju,y- ' 

444.984 

Total  Pouni 

is  - - - £. 

1,182,546 

6&  7 Will.  4, 
c.  7g. 


App.  No.  7 (K). 


See  letter  of 
li  July  1838,  ia 
No.  7 (K). 


App.  No.  7 (K). 
Letter  of  24  Feb. 
1841. 


It  appears  that  eight  of  the  above  10  purchases  were  effected  by  private 
arrangement,  under  the  sanction  of  the  Lords  of  the  Treasury,  as  directed  by 
the  Act ; and  that  the  value  of  the  Skerries,  and  of  three-fourth  parts  of  the 
Spurn  Light,  was  determined  by  reference  to  juries. 

Your  Committee  have  called  for  copies  of  the  correspondence  between 
the  Trinity  Board,  the  Lords  of  the  Treasury,  and  the  individual  Lessees 
or  Proprietors,  with  reference  to  the  several  purchases  respectively ; and  the 
mode  in  which  the  negotiations  were  carried  on  will  fully  appear  from  such 
parts  of  that  correspondence  as  Your  Committee  has  thought  advisable  to  set 
forth  in  the  Appendix. 

It  is  proper  to  observe  that  the  Trinity  Board,  when  they  found  the  demands 
of  the  proprietors  of  the  Spurn  and  Skerries  Lights  to  be  extravagant,  suggested 
to  Her  Majesty’s  Government  the  propriety  of  the  Legislature  interfering  “ to 
“ reduce  the  dues  to  such  rates  as  would  afford  to  the  proprietors  that  reason- 
“ able  profit  which  may  be  presumed  to  have  been  contemplated  by  former 
“ Parliaments.”  It  appears,  however,  that  the  Government  did  not  act  upon 
that  suggestion,  but  finally  sanctioned  the  reference  of  these  claims  to  juries ; 
one  of  which,  at  York,  on  the  20th  March  1841,  awarded,  in  the  case  of  the 
Spurn,  a sum  of  309,531 1,  equivalent  to  about  23  h years’  purchase  of  the  then 
net  dues  ; and  the  other  of  which  awarded,  at  Beaumaris,  on  the  26th  July  1841, 
the  sum  of  444,984  l,  which  is  equivalent  to  about  22  years’  purchase  of  the 
net  revenue  of  20,042 1.  of  the  Skerries  for  the  year  1840. 

It  is  important  to  observe  that  in  the  Patents  of  Lighthouses  granted  by 
the  Crown,  “ a reasonable  toll”  to  be  levied  for  the  support  of  the  Light  is  men- 
tioned, and  it  is  certain  that  Parliament  could  never  have  contemplated  the  clear 
net  profits  of  any  such  Light  being  valued  at  such  enormous  sums  as  these  ; 
and  the  large  sums  thus  paid  to  purchase  these  Crown  leases,  as  well  as  those 
held  under  Acts  of  Parliament,  ought  to  make  Parliament  exceedingly  cautious 
in  sanctioning  taxation  by  any  such  Grants  or  Patents  for  the  future. 

It  thus  appears  that  by  the  sacrifice  of  more  than  a million  sterling,  the 
recommendation  of  the  Select  Committee  of  1834,  « to  have  all  Public 
<f  Lights  placed  under  one  Board,  and  free  from  private  claims,”  has  finally 
been  carried  into  effect  as  respects  England ; and  Parliament  will  thereby  be 
enabled  to  legislate  freely  respecting  them,  in  such  manner  as  shall  be  con- 
sidered best  for  the  public  interest. 
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The  Debt. 


will?  - u ? fo':  the  purchase  of  these  lights,  almost  the  whole  burden 
of  which  is  borne  by  the  Commercial  Shipping  of  this  country,  requires  the 
serious  consideration  of  Parliament.  It  may  be  divided  into  two  separate 
portions,  the  first  incm-red  on  account  of  liabiUties  on  the  Consolidated  Fund 
Reciprocity ; the  second  ineurnd  for  the  purchase  of  leases 
gi  anted  by  the  Crown  and  by  Parliament. 

The  sum  of  205,452 a.  was  paid  by  tiie  Trinity  House  to  the  lessees  and 
proprietors  of  seven  of  those  lights  leased  by  the  Crown,  for  the  purchase 
(calculated  at  22  i years)  of  the  sum  of  9,131 l.  payable  yearly  to  them  from 
he  TCUS‘T>  under,  thf  Reciprocity  Acts,  in  compensation  for 

Comme”e  ^th  forefn  Powers”  S"  t0  C“ons  of 

The  Consolidated  Customs  having  been  relieved  from  the  yearly  payment  of 
that  sum  of  9,131 1,  the  Treasury  should,  in  justice  to  the  shipping interest 
repay  the  debt  incurred  by  the  Trinity  House  on  that  account.  The  amount 
P-a  i0nn°fmtde-  Pu''chase-money  and  interest  thereon  up  to 
June  184o,  paid  by  the  Trinity  House,  was  256,908f.  And  Your  Committee 
submit,  that  under  no  circumstances  should  that  sum  he  allowed  to  remain 
a charge  on  the  commercial  shipping  of  the  country.  This  heavy  charge  was 
on  Poetical  grounds,  for  the  benefit  of  the  nation;  and  the  nation 
lu.Pwf  pay  ll‘  Indeed  R appears  that  the  Trinity  House,  by  letters 
for4  tf  Vth  Juty  183®.™d  13th  February  1840,  made  claims  on  the  Government 
tor  that  amount,  which  seem  both  reasonable  and  just;  but  the  Treasury 
dechned  to  attend  to  that  demand,  alleging  (see  letter  of  22  June  1840)  that 
the  Act  of  1836  did  not  require  them  to  make  any  such  payment. 

Your  Committee  further  observe  that  the  sum  of  977,093  the  second 
portion  paid  for  the  purchase  of  the  leases  and  possessions  of  Lighthouses 
ought  not  to  be  charged  on  the  commercial  shipping,  because  the  grants  of 
these  Lighthouses  were  originally  made  by  the  Crown,  by  the  Trinity  Board 
or  by  Parliament;  and  the  Treasury,  therefore,  and  not  the  commercial 
bhippmg,  ought  to  be  obliged  to  pay  that  amount. 

s.!ctl2,n.  °f  3 Geo-  4>  c-  lH.  and  the  56th  section  of  6 & 7 
nui.  4,  0.  /9,  the  Trinity  House  is  empowered,  with  the  consent,  or  on  the 
requisition,  of  the  Sovereign  in  Council,  to  reduce  or  modify  the  Light  Dues: 
but  until  this  debt  of  1,182,546  l.  thus  incurred  by  the  Trinity  House  is 
discharged,  it  is  evident  that  no  effectual  relief  can  be  given  to  the  Shipping 
by  reduction  or  modification  of  such  Dues.  The  Deputy  Master  states  that 
the  Dues  were  mortgaged  as  security  for  the  repayment  of  the  money 
borrowed,  and  that  the  Dues  cannot  be  taken  off  until  the  debt  shall  be 
discharged. 

Your  Committee  would  further  observe,  that  although,  by  the  purchase  of 
the  private  Lights,  the  union  of  management  oontemplated  by  the  Act  of  1836 
has  been  obtained ; yet  the  reduction  of  the  Dues  recommended  by  the  Select 
Committee  of  1834,  and  also  kept  in  view  by  that  Act,  has  not  been  obtained, 
and  cannot  be  wholly  effected  until  the  debt  so  contracted  be  discharged. 


Efficiency  of  the  Lights. 


« Committee  has  the  satisfaction  of  reporting,  that,  “ according  to  tb 
« evi°ence  before  them,  the  public  General  Lights  on  the  coasts  of  England 
<(  “e  management  of  the  Trinity  House  in  London  ; those  on  the  coast 
« Sv  , tland’  under  the  management  of  the  Northern  Commissioners  ii 
u n&b ; and  the  Lights  °n  ^e  coast  of  Ireland,  under  the  managemen 
oi  the  ballast  Board  in  Dublin,  are  all  maintained  in  an  efficient  state.” 

I he  complaints  made  in  petitions  to  The  House  of  Commons,  and  by  Wit 
nesses  before  Your  Committee,  have  not  been  in  any  case  against  the  efficienc 
oi  the  Lights,  but  against  the  high  charge  for  Light  Dues,  or  the  mode  o 
levying  them,  or  the  irregularity  of  the  Rates. 

1 ' a 4 Amongs 
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See  Appendix, 
No.  l. 


See  Appendix, 
No.  7 (E). 


See  Appendix, 
No.  7,  p.  464. 


£.1,182,545* 
205,452  * 


£■  977.093 


* Appendix,  No.  1. 


Q.  1420,  1421. 
1988. 

Q.  1G77. 


Q.  is  86, 
a.  2251 


Q.  2301. 

Q-  3034- 

Appendix,  No.  56. 


riii  REPORT  FROM  THE  SELECT 

Amonsst  the  witnesses,  Captain  Moore,  who  has  been  for  23  years  m the 
trade  between  the  United  States  of  America  and  England,  states  that  he 
considers  the  English  Lights,  on  the  whole,  better  than  those  of  tne  Umtea. 
States.  Contain  Washington,  n.  n.,  on  the  Surveying  Department  on  the  coast, 
savs  that  “ generally  speaking  the  Lights,  Light  Vessels,  Buoys,  and  beacons 
t£'are  efficient  the  Lights  brilliant,  and  the  Lighthouses  clean  and  m high 
« order.”  Captain  Denham,  k.  n.,  also  a Marine  Surveyor,  and  long  employed 
on  the  coasts,  bears  the  same  testimony  to  the  efficiency  of  the  Lights  ot  the 

“Kof  February  1844,  the  Secretary  to  the  Trinity  House  of 
London,  in  a letter  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Ballast  Board  of  Dublin,  expresses 
- the  great  satisfaction  with  which  the  Trinity  House  had  received  the  Report 
“ 0f  their  Visiting  Committee,  of  the  efficient  state  of  the  Lighting  Apparauis 
« throughout  Ireland.”  And  on  the  21st  February  1844,  the  Secretary  to  the 
Trinity  House,  in  a letter  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Commissioners  of  Northern 
Li  slits,  states : , , r.  . . 

'<•  I have  it  in  command  to  request  you  will  express  to  the  Commissioners 
« the  satisfaction  of  the  Elder  Brethren  at  being  enabled  to  communicate,  that 
“ tile  Lamps  and  entire  Lighting  Apparatus  were  found  to  be  m perfect  and 
« efficient  order  throughout  the  Lighthouses  in  that  part  of  the  United 
“ Kingdom 


41  Geo.  3,  c.  86. 


Harbour  Lights, 
Appendix,  Nos.  66 
& 67. 


Q.  134. 


Public  General , and  Harbour  or  Local  Lights. 

The  Lights  have  hitherto  been  divided  into  two  classes,  viz.  the  Public 
General  Lights,  which  are  of  use  to  all  vessels  passing  the  coasts;  and  the 
Harbour  or  Local  Lights,  which  are  specially  for  the  use  of  vessels  resorting  to 

^ The  first  class  is  now  under  the  Trinity  House  in  England,  the  Northern 
Commissioners  in  Scotland,  and  the  Ballast  Board  in  Ireland. 

The  Harbour  Lights  in  England  and  Scotland  are  managed,  under  power  given 
by  the  Legislature,  or  emanating  from  other  authorities,  by  Corporations  and 
Local  Trustees,  such  as  the  Corporation  of  the  Trinity  House  of  Newcastle- 
upon-Tyne  ; the  Corporation  or  Dock  Company  at  Liverpool ; the  Seamen  s 
Fraternity  at  Dundee,  and  many  others — all  of  whom  collect  the  requisite  Dues 
for  their  support:  but  the  Trinity  House  of  Deptford  Stroud,  by  the  Act  of 
1836,  have  a general  superintendence  over  all  such  Harbour  Lights,  and  are 
consulted,  if  necessary,  respecting  the  alteration  of  old,  or  the  erection  of  new 
Lights  ; and  also  as  regards  the  alteration  of,  or  the  laying  down  of  new  Buoys. 

The  Deputy  Master  states,  “ That  every  place  that  wants  to  put  up  a Local 
“ Light  applies  to  the  Trinity  House  for  then*  sanction,  and  they  give  directions 
a for  the  sort  of  Light,  whether  it  should  be  a red  light  or  a white  Light,  so 
“ that  it  should  not  interfere  with  the  General  Coast  Lights.” 

In  Ireland,  the  Ballast  Board  has  charge  and  management  of  all  the  Harbour 
as  well  as  the  Public  Lights  in  that  kingdom,  except  one  at  Belfast ; and  they 
receive  Dues  from  vessels  entering  the  several  harbours,  and  pay  the.  expenses 
of  maintenance,  in  the  same,  manner  as  they  take  charge  of  and  maintain  the 
Public  General  Lights. 


A (iptndiK  (C.)  of 
1834. 


Comparison  of  Number  of  Lights  in  1834  and  1844. 


In  England,  in  1834,  there  were  126  Lights,  viz : — 

Belonging  to  the  Trinity  House 

42  fixed 

13  floating 

Under  their  management  - 
In  private  hands : — 

1 » 

1 „ 

On  lease  from  the  Trinity  House  - 

3 „ 

Ditto  from  the  Crown  - - - 

7 » 

By  Patent  and  Act  of  Parliament  - 

4 „ 

Local  or  harbour  Lights  - 

61  „ 

4 „ 

Totals  - - - - 

108  „ 

18  „ 

| 126  total. 

Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


COMMITTEE  ON  LIGHTHOUSES. 


In  1844  there  were — 

- 

Of  Public  General  Lights  under  the  Trinity 
House 

Breakwater,  Plymouth  - 

65  fixed 

25  floating 
1 „ 

Total  Number  of  Lights  - - _ 

65  „ 

26  „ 

91  total.  Appr  No.  - (O), 
p.  484. 

84  „ App.  No.  65,  p.635. 

Of  Harbour  or  Local  Lights  - 

9 „ 

Total  Number  of  Lights  - - - | 175 


Of  these  there  were,  in  1844—50  Public  general  Lighthouses,  having 
11  Dioptric  of  first  order,  equal  to  14  burners  each  - 
4 Ditto  of  second  order,  equal  to  0 burners  - 
25  Floating 


674  burners. 
154  „ 

3G  „ 

288  „ 


Total  Number  of  Burners 


1,152 


In  1834  there  were  in  Scotland  53  Lights,  of  which  25  were  Public  General,  Appendix,  Report 
under  the  Commissioners  of  Northern  Lights,  and  28  local  or  harbour  lights  of  1834. 
under  local  authorities. 

In  1 844  there  were,  in  Scotland , 25  Lighthouse  stations,  of  which  four  were 
double,  viz. : Isle  of  May,  Pentland  Skerries,  Pladda,  and  Girdleness.  And,  at  the 
request  of  the  Post  Office,  the  Commissioners  have  taken  charge  of  the  Harbour 
Light  at  Port  Patrick.  There  are  now  29  Public  General  Lights  under  the  Appendix,  No.  24. 
direction  of  the  Commissioners  ; of  these  Public  General  Lights  1 4 are  Catop- 
tric Fixed  Lights ; 9 are  Catoptric  Revolving  Lights  ; 3 are  Dioptric  Revolving 
Lights ; and  3 Catoptric  Intermitting  Lights.  Since  1833  the  number  has 
increased  from  25  to  29.  There  are  3 new  Lighthouses  in  the  course  of  pre- 
paration, viz. ; one  at  the  entrance  of  the  Cromarty  Frith,  one  at  the  entrance 
of  Beauly  Loch,  opposite  Fort  George,  and  one  on  the  Headland  opposite  Cove 
Sea  Skerries,  on  the  coast  of  Elgin  : all  of  these  will  be  lighted  in  the  course 
of  the  present  year. 

There  are  now  4 Dioptric  and  21  Catoptric  Lights,  viz. : 

In  21  Lights,  Argand  Burners  ------  424  Appendix,  No.  30. 

„ 4 „ Dioptric  Burners  estimated  at  17  Argands  each  - 68 

Total  Number  of  Burners  - - - 492 


There  are  also  38  Local  or  Harbour  Lights,  being  an  increase  of  10  since  Appendix,  No.  38. 
1834,  all  under  separate  Commissioners  or  Local  Authorities,  besides  others  in 
the  fishing  season. 

In  Ireland,  in  1834,  there  were  23  fixed  Public  General  Coast  Lights,  three  Appendix  (C),of 
Floating  Lights,  and  nine  Harbour  Lights,  all  under  the  charge  of  and  main-  l834~ 
tained  by  the  Commissioners  of  the  Ballast  Board,  and  five  other  Harbour 
Lights  supported  by  local  authorities,  making  the  whole  number  of  40  Lights 
of  all  kinds  at  that  time. 

In  1S44,  there  were  27  Public  General  Coast  Lighthouses,  and  three  Floating  Appendix,  No.  50. 
Lights,  and  also  29  Local  or  Harbour  Lights,  making  the  number  60  at  that 
time,  and  showing  an  increase  of  20  since  1833. 

The  number  of  burners  in  the  2 7 Public  General  Coast  Lights  were  - 5S3 
Ditto  - - in  the  29  Harbour  Lights  - - - -216 

Total  Number  of  Burners  - - - 799 

607.  b The 
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Appendix  (C),  of 
1834. 


Q.  1833. 


Appendix,  No.  76. 

App.  No.  7 (O). 

Appendix,  No.  38. 
Appendix,  No.  50. 


Report  of  1834, 
p.  39- 

App.  No.  4 (A.) 
App.  No.  12  (A). 

App.  No.  43  (A). 


App.  No.  5 (R). 


Appendix,  No. 37 
App.  No.  41  (A). 


The  aggregate  number  of  Lights  in  the  United  Kingdom  in  1833-34, 
was  219,  consisting  of  105  Public  General  Coast  Lights,  of  93  Local  or 
Harbour,  and  21  Floating  Lights;  viz. 


— 

Public 

General. 

Floating 

Lights. 

Local  nr 
Harbour. 

Totals. 

in  England 

! 57 

18 

51 

126 

,,  Scotland 

-I 

28 

53 

„ Ireland 

23 

3 

*4 

40 

Total  - - - 

| 10.5 

93 

219 

The  Aggregate  Number  of  Lights  in  the  United  Kingdom  in  1844  was  309,  consistino- 
of  121  Public  General  Coast  Lights,  of  29  Floating  Lights,  and  of  159  Local  or  Harbour- 
Lights,  for  the  position  of  which  the  map  of  the  Trinity  House  may  be  referred  to. 


— 

Fixed  Coast 
Public. 

Public 

Floating- 

Vessels. 

Local 

Harbour. 

Total. 

In  England  - 

65 

26 

84 

Including  8 Float- 

ing-  Lights. 

j 

„ Scotland  - 

29 

- : 

38 

67 

„ Ireland  - 

27 

3 

30 

1 

Including  Belfast. 

„ Isle  of  Man  * 

- 

1 - 

7 

7 

Total  - - - - 

121 

29 

129 

309 

There  has  consequently  been  an  increase  in  the  United  Kingdom  of  83  Lights  since  1833 
consisting  of  16  of  Public  General,  of  8 Floating,  and  of  59  Local  or  Harbour  Lights ; viz’ 
In  England  of  8 Public  General,  of  8 Public  Floating,  and  of  33  Harbo  ur 
Lights  - Total  49 

In  Scotland  of  4 Public  General,  and  of  10  Harbour  Lights  - - 14 

In  Ireland  of  4 ditto  - - - and  of  16  ditto  - - - - _ ” on 


Total  - - - 83 

! Note. — The  Isle  of  Man  Lights  were  not  returned  in  1833,  but  are  now 
included  in  the  total  number,  and  will  make  7 


The  Total  Gross  Receipts  for  the  Public  General  Lights  in  the  year  1832, 
by  the  Trinity  House,  Commissioners  of  Northern  Lights,  private  individuals* 
and  the  Ballast  Board,  were  - - - - ~ £.  240  304 

The  Total  Gross  Receipts  of  Dues  for  the  Public  General 
Lights  in  1 843,  were 

By  the  Trinity  House  - - - £.  25 7,776 

„ Commissioners  of  Northern 

Lights  - 43,840 

„ Ballast  Board  ...  _ 55  289 

356,905 


Showing  an  aggregate  Increase  of  Light  Dues  of  £.  1 16,601  in  1843,  as 
compared  with  1832.  

That  large  aggregate  increase  in  the  Public  Light  Dues  has  been  in  two 
kingdoms  as  follows,  on  average  of  three  years  ending  1 January  1844 
compared  with  three  years  ending  January  1834  : 

In  England,  the  increase  has  been  very  large,  but  no  comparison  can  be 
made  between  these  periods,  as  the  private  lights  have  been  pur- 
chased since  1834. 

„ Scotland  the  increase  has  been 


, Ireland 


ditto 


£.  24,360 
- 26,763 

Total  - - - £.  51,123 
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™?  ™lst,  be,teTn  e,nv  tbat  80  larSe  an  amount  levied  on  the  Commercial 
Shippmg  for  the  Public  General  Lights,  besides  the  amount  levied  fo™“cd  or 
Harbour  Lights,  must  form  a considerable  portion  of  their  expenses 

Returns  from  some  of  the  Harbours  of  the  amount  of  Locll  L ght  Dues  will 
be  found  in  the  Appendix,  but  there  has  been  difficulty  in  obS  "return s 

fte  Hmbours  *“  h""  Up  of  the  '°tal  of  flJS  SSb 

officWlffrcm °f nd  Local,  published 
238 L!ghts°rf  varW  SS  P S °®"’  and  made  UP  ‘°  18«’ thCTe  <»>T 


Harbour  Lights, 
No.  65  & 66. 


lienibridge,  Heligoland,  and  Gibraltar  Lights. 

BembHdse  ^ 

tWtebT”tKurat  °n  the  12th  of  ^ZiSS6,  the  day  on  which  SeActTf 
the  6th  & /th  William  4 c.  79,  received  the  Royal  assent,  this  Stwas  accord 

ay  i%.  xs?£t2£t  ■■  s.’v-s’t  xts ™ 

“ «*  »»>, 

th J Act ’f^r-Vicf  f a“X  Te^?  aLsolutely  in  the  Trinity  Board  by  Gibraltar  Light. 

tne  Act  1 & 2 Viet.  c.  66,  and  the  Tolls  thereby  established  for  its  main 

tenanee  were  made  payable  to  the  Corporation.  The  first  cost  of  the  tower" 

lantern,  and  lighting  apparatus,  &c.  was  defrayed  by  Government  ■ but  there 

were  some  subsequent  expenses  connected  with  it,  amounting  on  the  whole  to 

64  U,  Which  were  borne  by  the  Trinity  House,  as  was  also  the  whole  expense 

yea?  impr0Vements  effected  1,1  1S43»  which  is  included  in  the  charge  format 

f®y  that  Af-a  ToI1t,°7  1f'rper  Tessel  was  lmP0S0d  on  all  vessels  voyaging 
at  ^.ithfnP°nr  “ tlla  1 Un“ed  Kingdom  to  any  port  in  the  Mediterranean  fea° 
md  d V / the  entrance  thereof;  and  also  on  all  vessels  arriving  at 
exempted  S ^ GbraItar ; but  Tessels  belonS!»S  to  Her  Majesty  were 
The  Receipt  and  Expenditure  in  the  years  1842  and  1843  were  as  follows 


1842 

1843 


Collection. 

Commission 

Collection. 

Net  Revenue. 

Charges 

of 

Maintenance. 

Surplus. 

£.  s.  d. 
520  18  9 

£.  S.  d. 

24  19  5 | 

£■  s.  d. 
495  19  3-2 

£.  s.  d. 
687  2 7 

£.  s.  d. 

462  3 5 

22  5 6 

439  17  11 

! 720  7 6 

. _ . 

983  2 2 

47  4 11  £ 

935  17  2 £- 

1,407  10  1 

- - - 

- 471  12  10* 


of  iZ  ; th.T^A^TV  l i a ?ee  P°rt>  and  when  the  ^eral  policy 
consider^  v therUmt!d  States,  and  other  powers,  as  respects  Lights,  are 
LiXT6'’  Y°S  Committee  are  of  option  that  the  charge  on  Shipping  for  the 

oftLx%:rrptptr°o^:sco“’ and  for  w“ tbe  A ~ 

6°L  b 2 
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Buoyage,  Beaconage,  and  Ballastage. 

The  Trinity  House  Dues,  or  charges  for  Buoys,  Beacons,  and  Ballastage, 
are  regulated  under  the  36th  of  Eliz.  and  the  Charter  of  James  2,  and  have 
been  fully  inquired  into  by  former  Committees.  . 

There  has  not  been  any  reduction  in  the  l'ate  of  charge  for  these  since  the 
year  1834  ; but  as  respects  Buoyage  and  Beaconage,  the  exemptions,  by  Orders 
in  Council,  which  have  since  that  year  been  granted  to  vessels  putting  into 
port  through  stress  of  weather,  want  of  provisions,  .to  repair  damage,  8rc.  now 
extend  to  those  foreign  vessels  admitted  to  the  privileges  of  reciprocity ; and 
have  thus  relieved  them  from  payment  of  one  moiety  of  the  double  charge  to 
which  they  were  previously  liable,  both  as  regards  Buoyage  and  Beaconage, 
and  also  Ballast  Rates. 

Since  the  year  1823  only  Id.  per  ton  has  been  charged  for  Buoyage  and 
Beaconage  on  British  over-sea  traders,  and  on  vessels  of  foreign  countries 
having  reciprocity  treaties  with  this  country,  entering  the  Port  of  London  ; 
but  other  foreign  vessels  pay  2 d.  per  ton. 

Page  18,  Report  of  It  appears  by  the  Report  of  1834  that  1 1,261 1.  was  collected  in  1 832  for  the 
1834.  Buovs  and  Beacons  in  the  River  Thames,  off  Yarmouth,  in  the  River  Tees,  and 

other  places  on  the  English  coast,  of  which,  after  paying  all  expenses,  there 
was  a surplus  of  3,643 1,  which  was  applied  to  charitable  purposes. 

P.P.  76,  of  1845.  In  the  year  1843  the  net  amount  of  dues  collected  in  the  Office  of  Buoy- 
age and  Beaconage  was  13,838  L,  leaving  a surplus  of  4,505 1.,  and  the  surplus  of 
Ballast  Dues  was  3,341 1 more;  making  altogether  the  sum  of  7,846?.,  which  the 
Trinity  House  consider  applicable,  under  then*  Charter,  to  charitable  purposes. 
Third  Report  on  The  Committee,  in  1822,  had  great  doubts  how  far  the  Trinity  Board  were 
Foreign  Trade.  warranted  by  any  authority  to  apply  any  part  of  the  surplus  dues  from  Buoy- 
age and  Beaconage  to  the  maintenance  of  pensioners,  or  other  charitable, 
purposes.  The  Committee  of  1834  gave  the  following  decided  opinion  on 
that  subject : — “ Your  Committee  are  strongly  impressed  with  the  justice  of 
c<  limiting  the  charges  upon  shipping  in  any  case,  to  the  purposes  for  which  the 
“ charges  are  sanctioned,  whether  by  patent  or  Act  of  Parliament ; and  if  there 
“ should  be  a surplus,  that  a reduction  in  the  amount  of  these  and  all  other 
“ rates  should  be  made  equal  to  the  whole  surplus and  Your  Committee 
concur  in  the  opinions  of  those  Committees. 

Beacons.  By  Returns  before  the  Committee,  it  appears  that  in  the  year  1834  there 

App.  No.  5 (L).  were  33  Beacons  under  the  charge  of  the  Trinity  House,  and  in  the  year  1844, 
48,  showing  an  increase  of  15  since  1834. 

In  the  several  departments  under  the  Trinity  House  on  the  coasts  of 
Buoys.  England  there  were  227  Buoys  in  the  year  1833,  and  in  the  year  1844,  299, 
showing  an  increase  of  72  in  the  12  years. 

The  Committee  of  1 834  stated  that  they  had  found  “ The  Lights,  Buoys, 
“ and  Beacons’  Establishments,  although  of  such  importance  to  the  extensive 
“ Naval  and  Commercial  Interests  of  the  country,  instead  of  being  conducted. 
“ under  the  immediate  superintendence  of  the  Government,  upon  one  uniform 
“ system,  and  under  responsible  public  servants,  with  proper  foresight  to  pro- 
“ vide  for  the  safety  of  the  Shipping  in  the  most  efficient  manner,  have  been 
“ left  to  spring  up,  as  it  were,  by  slow  degrees,  as  the  local  wants  required, 
£C  often  after  disastrous  losses  at  sea.”  Your  Committee  concur  entirely  in  that 
observation,  and  regret  the  continuance  of  the  system  complained  of  therein. 
The  important  results  which  have  followed  the  Survej'  of  that  valuable  officer. 
Captain  Denham,  of  the  Royal  Navy,  at  the  mouth  of  the  River  Mersey,  appear 
to  Your  Committee  to  prove  that  the  Department  of  Buoys  and  Beacons  is  of 
vast  importance  to  the  navigation  of  our  rivers  and  harbours. 
q.  37gi.  3801.  It  is  stated  that  a Chart  made  in  1685  pointed  out  a channel  with  deep 
water  in  the  estuary  of  the  Mersey,  which  nevertheless  remained  little  known 
or  used  until  Captain  Denham,  in  1837,  placed  Buoys  there. 

Your  Committee  would  recommend  that  it  should  be.  the  duty  of  the  Central 
Board  having  the  general  charge  of  Lighthouses,  also  to  have  such  general 
superintendence  over  all  the  Buoys  and  Beacons  as  the  Trinity  House,  the 
Boards  of  Scotland  and  Ireland,  now  exercise. 

It  may  be  further  worthy  of  notice,  that  the  charges  for  the  Buoyage  and 
Beaconage  are  small,  and  attended  with  much  trouble  in  collecting. 

The 
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The  gross  amount  of  Duties  for  1843  was, — 

For  Buoys  and  Beacons  in  the  Channels  leading  to  the  River  Thames 
and  Port  of  London,  including  Loadmanage  and  Primage ; also 
including  the  Dues  formerly  returned  under  the  head  of  “ Trinity 
“ House  Duties  from  Strangers’  Ships”  _ 

For  Buoys  off  Yarmouth  - 
,,  Buoys  and  Beacons  in  the  River  Tees  „ 

„ Exeter  Buoys  - 

,,  Carmarthen  Buoys  - 
„ Conway  Buoys 
„ Aberdovey  Buoys  - 
„ Woodbridge  Beacons,  &c. 

„ Falmouth  Black  Rock  Beacon 


£. 


! 


£. 

s. 

d. 

10,G80 

_ 

3 

2,418 

18 

6| 

708 

8 

1S4 

1 

4 tj 

95 

13 

nj 

33 

11 

6 

25 

13 

3 i 

34 

17 

- 

25 

1G 

9 

Net: 

receipt. 

34,207 

- 

10 1 

There  is  no  charge  for  Buoys  and  Beacons  on  the  coast  of  Scotland  bv  the 
Commissioners  of  Northern  Lights,  nor  for  Buoys  or  Beacons  on  the  coast  of 
Ireland  by  the  Ballast  Board  of  Dublin,  which  shows  another  anomaly  in  the 
present  state  of  those  departments.  But  in  the  Irish  Table  of  Light  Dues  there 
is  the  following  intimation : cc  In  addition  to  the  above  rates,  all  vessels  on 
“ foreign  voyages,  arriving  in  or  departing  from  any  portion  of  Ireland,  are  to 
“ pay  the  sum  of  2 s. ; and  the  like  sum  is  chargeable  on  every  entry,  cocket, 
“ oi*  warrant  for  goods,  inwards  or  outwards,  except  where  the  value  of  such 
c;  goods  shall  not  exceed  5 l.,  in  which  case  6 cl.  only  is  to  be  charged.” 

Your  Committee  recommend  that  the  charges ’for  Buoyage,  Beaconage, 
Loadmanage,  Primage,  and  Trinity  Dues,  payable  in  England,  should  be  dis- 
continued ; and  that  all  vessels  be  exempt  from  them,  as  vessels  on  the  coasts 
of  Scotland  and  Ireland  now  are. 

As  an  example  of  the  manner  in  which  separate  authorities  have  charge  of, 
and  receive  Dues  for  Buoys,  beyond  what  is  required  to  maintain  them,  may 
be  noticed 


The  Coller  Buoy,  placed  near  the  entrance  of  the  Harbour  of  Caticater. 

The  Chamber  of  Commerce  of  Plymouth  has  addressed  a complaint  to  Your 
Committee  against  the  payment  of  1 s.  for  Anchorage  and  Buovage  by  vessels 
frequenting  the  Port  of  Plymouth  to  the  Borough  of  Saltash,  distant  five 
miles  from  the  Buoy,  stating  that  that  Buoy  often,  from  stress  of  weather,  is 
displaced ; and  as  there  is  no  harbour-master  to  replace  it,  the  vessels  passing 
for  Plymouth  are  placed  in  danger  : that  more  than  150/.  is  collected  from  the 
Shipping  yearly  for  that  buoy  by  the  Borough  of  Saltash,  although  5 l.  would 
be  sufficient  to  maintain  it ; and  the  Chamber  represent  that  no  such  privilege 
ought  to  exist  to  any  corporation ; that  the  Buoy  should  be  placed  under  the 
Trinity  Board,  with  other  public  Buoys ; and  that  the  Shipping  should  be 
relieved  from  that  charge. 

It  is  also  matter  of  complaint  that  steamers  running,  in  the  months  of  April 
to  November,  from  Plymouth  to  Torquay,  Southampton,  and  Portsmouth,  are 
subjected  to  the  payment  of  the  Eddystone  and  Casket  Lights,  although  by 
neither  of  which,  but  particularly  the  latter,  do  they  benefit. 

It  should  be  the  object  of  Parliament  to  relieve  Shipping  from  every  unne- 
cessary or  excessive  toll. 


In  the  same  manner,  it  may  be  found  on  inquiry  that  Lights  now  maintained 
as  Harbour  or  Local  Lights  ought  to  become  Public  General ; and  the  case  of 
Dartmouth  may  be  offered  as  an  example. 

Dartmouth  Harbour  Light. 

Application  having  been  made  by  the  Mayor  of  Dartmouth,  requesting  that 
provision  might  be  made  by  the  Trinity  House  for  the  support  of  a Light  which 
had  been  placed  on  the  East  side  of  the  Castle,  for  the  use  of  vessels  entering 
the  harbour  of  Dartmouth,  Your  Committee  called  for  the  correspondence  that 
had  passed  between  the  Board  and  the  Corporation  of  the  Borough  respecting, 
that  Light. 

It  appears  that  the  late  Sir  John  Seale  and  others  erected,  at  their  own 
expense,  in  September  1837,  a plain  White  Light  on  the  eastern  part  of  the 
fi07-  b 3 Castle 


P.P.  Ggg,  of  1344. 


Vide  50  Geo.  3, 
c.  95,  s-  3- 
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Castle  of  Dartmouth,  to  serve  as  a guide  to  vessels  coming  into  that  harbour. 
It  was  intended  to  maintain  the  Light  by  subscription,  and  no  charge  was  to 
be  made  on  shipping  for  its  support. 

Due  notice  was  given  by  the  Trinity  House,  in  the  usual  way,  of  its  erec- 
tion, and  it  has  been  continued  ever  since.  But  as  tlie  private  subscriptions 
for  the  support  of  the  Light  fell  short,  application  was  made  to  the  Trinity 
House  to  take  charge  and  to  maintain  it  out  of  the  general  Light  Dues. 

The  plea  made  by  the  Corporation  of  Dartmouth  for  their  application  was, 
that  the  Light  had  proved  useful  not  only  to  vessels  entering  the  Port  of 
Dartmouth,  hut  also  to  vessels  at  the  anchorage  on  the  outside  called  the 
“ Range,”  and  to  shipping  generally  passing  up  and  down  the  British  Channel9; 
that  the  Light  could  be  seen  by  ships  seven  miles  off  the  port,  and  therefore 
ought  to  be  considered,  not  merely  in  a local  but  a national  point  of  view. 
The  Trinity  Board  declined,  in  July  183S,  to  undertake  the  direction  and 
support  of  the  Light,  unless  adequate  Tolls  should  be  granted.  The  offer  of 
a small  Toll  of  from  6 cl.  to  2 s.  per  vessel,  according  to  size,  on  entering  the 
port,  was  offered  by  tbe  Mayor  and  Corporation,  but  declined  by  the  Trinity 
Board.  Notice  was  published,  in  September  1839,  that  the  Light  would  cease 
on  1st  of  November  of  that  year,  but  afterwards  recalled,  and  the  Light  has 
been  supported  since  that  time  by  the  Corporation  of  Dartmouth  making  good 
the  sum  that  has  been  deficient  in  the  private  subscriptions. 

Your  Committee,  have  called  for  a Return,  and  find  that  in  the  three  years, 
1842,  1843,  and  1844,*  3,674  vessels  had  entered  that  port ; that  1,085  of  them 
broke  bulk,  being  of  77,32/  tonnage,  and  that  2,589  vessels  had  entered  the 
port  as  a port  of  refuge. 

When  the  proportion  of  vessels  that  entered  that  port  for  safety  is  more 
than  twice  the  number  that  broke  bulk  there,  Dartmouth  may  certainly  be 
considered  as  a harbour  of  refuge,  and  of  national  importance  amongst  the 
harbours  of  the  country ; and  if  Your  Committee  are  correct  in  the  view  they 
have  taken,  that  all  general  Lights,  Buoys,  and  Beacons  should  be  managed 
as  a National  Establishment,  the  Light  at  Dartmouth  would  come  within  that 
Establishment. 


* 

NUMBER  ENTERED 
THE  PORT. 

NUMBER 
BROKE  BULK. 

THEIR  TONNAGE. 

NUMBER 
OF  SHIPS  EOR 
REFUGE. 

In  1342 

va> 

368 

27, 

770 

„ 1843 

1,337 

353 

25,340 

984 

„ 1S44 

1,199 

364 

24,532 

835 

Average  Number 

1,227 

361 

25,775 

8G3 

Expense  of  Collection. 

The  subject  of  the  expense  for  tlie  collection  of  Light  Dues  and  of  the  large 
per-centage  of  such  charges  upon  the  amount  collected,  was  brought  to  the 
notice  of  Parliament  by  a Select  Committee  of  this  House  upon  Foreign  Trade 
during  the  years  1822,  1823  and  1824  ; and  the  reduction  of  those  charges 
having  also  been  strongly  recommended  by  the  Committee  of  1834,  your  Com- 
mittee have  again  to  urge  the  attention  of  Parliament  to  this  matter ; and,  in 
ease  the  payment  of  Light  Dues  shall  not  be  discontinued,  to  recommend 
earnestly  the  further  reduction  of  such  charges. 

, By  the  Report  of  the  Committee  in  1834,  it  appears  that  the  per-centage  or 
charge  for  collection  was  different  for  the  different  parts  of  the  United  King- 
dom  : that  in  Ireland  it  amounted  to  about  5 per  cent. ; in  Scotland  to  from 
' = to  10  per  cent. ; m England  it  raided  from  3 to  nearly  20  per  cent.,  ac- 
cordmg  to  the  port  and  to  the  amount  collected;  that  the  charge  for  col- 
lecting the  Heligoland  Light  Dues  at  Hamburgh  was  20  per  cent.,  at  which 
rate  it  remained  until  the  1st  January  1837,  when  the  collection  was  made  in 
England,  and  reduced  to  the  same  rate  per  cent,  as  that  charged  for  other  lights. 

As  regards  England,  by  a Return  for  the  year  1843,  it  appears  thft  the 

Sta  Janes„at  ?U  the  detent  ports ; for  instance  at 
llimoutli,  9 d.  was  charged  for  collecting  14  s.  4 d.,  or  at  the  rate  of  nearly 

5 1 
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5 i per  cent.;  and  at  Liverpool,  3,205  l.  was  allowed  for  collectins-  72  621 Z or 
/T'V*  PerceDt-  Your  Committee  call  the  special  attention 
of  The  House  to  the  large  sum  patd  to  the  Collector  of  Liverpool,  as  a strong 
reason  why  some  better  control  over  the  expenditure  of  the  money  of  the  public 
should  be  established  ; and  it  appears  from  the  Report  of  the  Commissioners 
of  Revenue  Inquiry  that  m the  first  vacancy  in  the  office  of  collector,  this 
charge  will  be  ledueed,  as  the  charge  for  collection  at  Newcastle  has  lately 
been.  It  appears  that  tile  gross  amount  collected  by  the  Trinity  House  in 
P^nglantl  in  that  year  was  280  6401.,  and  that  the  amount  charged  for  collection 
was  11,3001.,  or  at  the  rate  of  3 l.  18s.  10  d.  per  cent. ; and  it  has  been  stated 
that  the  average  rate  of  charge  at  the  present  time  is  about  3 l.  17  j 6 d 
. ln  Sc°tt™d’  the  passing  of  the  6th  and  7th  Will.  4,  c.  79,  the  Commis- 
Wd’tbf  Nor.them  ^ts  reconsidered  the  whole  system  of  collection,  and 
i^XlmUm  of  ?ate  t0  be  allowed  for  collection  at  5 per  cent.,  with  ail 
additonal2»  per  cent,  m cases  of  very  small  sums  collected  at  creeks;  and 
by  the  Return  for  the  year  1843,  it  appears  that  the  total  amount  collected  in 
that  year  in  Scotland  by  the  Commissioners  was  39,648  !.,  and  the  charge  for 
collection  2,122  /.,  or  at  the  rate  of  about  5 ?.  7 s.  per  cent. 

In  Ireland  no  alteration  has  been  made  in  the  mode  of,  or  charge  for  collec 
turn  since  the  year  1834  ; and  it  appears  by  the  Return  for  the  year  1843  that 
the  total  amount  collected  m Ireland  in  that  year  by  the  Commissioners  of 
the  Ballast  Board  was  29,94 1 /.,  and  the  sum  paid  for  collection  1 ,53  H or  iiearlv 
5 l per  cent.  ' ■> 

t rf.ference  k°wever  to  Ireland  specially,  it  appears  that  by  Acts  of  the 

Irish  Parliament,  in  the  51st  & 52d  years  of  Geo.  3,  the  Light  Dues  were 
directed  to  be  collected  by  the  collector  or  chief  officer  of  the  Customs  in  each 
port  of  Ireland,  and  paid  over  to  the  Commissioners  of  the  Ballast  Board 
in  Dublin,  without  charge ; and  Your  Committee  therefore  called  for  an  ex- 
planation why  the  Commissioners  of  the  Ballast  Board  had  sanctioned  and 
paid  5 per  cent,  to  the  Custom-house  officers  for  that  duty,  contrary  to  the  ex- 
press directions  and  words  of  that  Act,  which  are  as  follows  ' rc  And  be  it  further 

“ enacted,  that  the  several  duties  by  this  Act  granted  on  ships  and  vessels  passing 
• any  lighthouse  on  the  coast  of  Ireland  shall  be  paid  to  and  collected  by  the 
collector  or  chief  officer  of  the  Customs  in  each  port  of  the  United  Kin°-- 
‘ dom  to  which  any  ship  or  vessel  passing  any  such  lighthouse  or  light- 
iiouses  shall  arrive  next  after  the  passing  of  such  lighthouse,”  and  such  duties 
shall  be  “ accounted  for  and  paid  to  the  receipt  of  his  Majesty’s  Exchequer 
,£  for  the  Ballast  Board;”  and  a correspondence  between  the  Ballast  Board 
and  the  Irish  Government  has  been  laid  before  Your  Committee,  by  which  it 
appears  that  on  the  12th  September  1812,  the  Right  lion.  Robert  Peel,  then 
Secretary  for  Ireland,  sanctioned  an  allowance  of  5 per  cent,  to  be  paid  to  the 
Custom-house  officers  of  Great  Britain  for  collecting  from  Ships  in  England  the 
Light  Dues  for  Ireland ; but  no  allowance  was  made  by  the  Ballast  Board  for 
the  collection  of  Light  Dues  in  Ireland  until  the  16th  February  1827,  when 
the  then  Lords  of  the  Treasury  sanctioned  the  payment  of  5 per  cent,  to  the 
Custom-house  officers  on  the  Light  Dues  collected  by  them  in  Ireland : and 
such  sanction  and  allowance  of  this  per-centage  on  collection  of  the  Light 
Dues  in  Ireland  is  not  only  unsupported  by  any  statute  to  that  effect,  but  is 
contrary  to  both  the  letter  and  meaning  of  the  Acts  already  referred  to. 

It  appears  by  the  Return  for  1843,  that  the  aggregate  amount  of  Light 
lues  collected  for  the  United  Kingdom  in  that  year  was  356,905/.,  and 

hat  til  A /-.llovrro  A™.  1=01.17  ,7  — _ „ 


wucolcu  iui  liic  uiuwu  rvmguom  m mat  year  was  300,995 l.,  and 
that  the  charge  for  collection  was  15,814/.,  or  nearly  4/.  5 s.  percent.;  and 
that  by  other  Returns  before  this  Committee,  the  Stamp  Duties  of  the  United 
Kingdom  are  collected  at  the  rate  of  21.  2s.  8 Id.  per  cent.,  and  the  Pro- 
perty and  Income  Tax  at  the  rate  of  21.  16  s.  6 £ d.,  whilst  in  the  parish  ol 
Marylebone  the  parish  rates  are  collected  at  a charge  of  1/.  6 s.  8 d.  pei 
cent. ; and  Your  Committee  submit  that,  in  case  the  collection  of  Light  Dues 
shall  be  discontinued,  the  above  sum  of  14,953/.  would  be  wholly  saved;  and 
if  continued,  there  is  no  reason  why  the  charge  for  collection  should  not  be 
greatly  reduced. 

Your  Committee  further  submit,  if  Light  Dues  shall  continue,  they  ought  tc 
be  collected  by  the  officers  of  Customs  in  every  port  of  the  United  Kingdom 
free  of  all  charge  whatsoever,  in  like  manner  as  was  enacted  in  the  case  ol 
Ireland  by  the  said  Acts  of  the  51st  & 52d  Geo.  3. 


607. 
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Appendix,  No.  45. 

51  Geo.  3,  c.  06, 
s.  7 ; 52  Geo.  3, 
c.115,  s.  1 1 (Irish). 

Sect.  7. 
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Pressure  of  Light  Dues. 
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Your  Committee  are  convinced,  on  the  clearest  evidence,  that  the  Light  Dues 
press  heavily  on  the  Commercial  Shipping  of  this  kingdom,  especially,  on 
the  Coasting  Trade. 

Every  petition  presented  to  The  House  complains  of  the  burden  of  the 
Lighthouse  Dues,  as  well  as  of  the  manner  in  which  their  pressure  operates  to 
the  injury  of  the  shipowner,  as  well  as  to  the  general  trade  of  the  country. 
They  are  heavy  on  British  Shipping  as  compared  with  other  countries.  In 
Russia,  France,  the  United  States  of  America,  and  Prussia,  no  separate  charge 
is  made  for  Lights.  The  British  over-sea  trader  complains  that  ships,  from  the 
continent  of  Europe  bound  to  the  East  or  West  Indies,  or  any  part  of  the 
South  of  Europe,  pass  up  and  down  Channel  without  paying  any  Light  Dues, 
whilst  British  Ships  sailing  with  cargo  from  the  United  Kingdom  to  the  same 
ports  must  pay  heavy  Light  Dues ; that  vessels  wait  for  a full  cargo,  or  go  in 
ballast  up  and  down  Channel  to  avoid  the  charge  of  Light  Dues ; and  that 
it  consequently  often  happens  that  merchants  cannot  execute  the  small  orders 
they  receive  at  home  or  from  abroad  at  the  time  wanted,  and  thereby  often 
lose  the  market. 

The  Steamers  for  Over-sea,  as  well  as  for  the  Coasting  Trade,  complain  of 
the  amount  of  the  Light  Dues,  and  there  are  in  the  Evidence  many  statements 
that  deserve  the  consideration  of  Parliament,  with  a view  to  afford  them  relief. 

The  amounts  paid  by  the  Oriental  Steam  Company’s  Ships,  and  by  the 
Dundee  and  London,  the  Edinburgh  and  Dundee,  and  the  Aberdeen  and  Lon- 
don Steam  Company’s  Ships  for  Light  Dues  are  as  follows 

By  an  account  delivered  to  the  Committee  of  Light  Dues  paid  by  vessels  of 
the  Peninsular  and  Oriental  Steam  Navigation  Company,  from  1st  January  to 
31st  December  1S44,  it  appears  that  four  Vessels  on  the  Peninsular  Line,. 
average  tonnage  being  368  tons  each,  made  52  voyages,  and  paid  12 1.  7 s.  4 d. 
for  Light  Dues  per  voyage,  giving  a total  of  643/.  Is.  4 cl.  Two  vessels  on 
the  Mediterranean  Line,  plying  between  Southampton  and  Alexandria,  average 
tonnage  being  88S  tons  each,  made  12  voyages,  and  paid  29/.  145.  for  Light 
Dues  per  voyage,  making  a total  of  356/.  85.,  being  in  the  aggregate  (in  the 
year)  1,000/.  6 s.  for  Light  Dues.  The  amount  earned  from  freightage  of  goods 
and  passengers  during  the  same  period  by  these  six  vessels  was  as  follows  : By 
the  four  vessels  on  the  Peninsular  Line,  15,169/.,  and  by  the  two  vessels  on  the 
Mediterranean  Line,  6,079/.,  making  a total  of  21,248/. ; the  Light  Dues,  there- 
fore, of  1,000/.  6 s.  paid  as  above,  amount  to  nearly  five  per  cent,  on  the  gross 
freight  of  goods  and  passengers  : but  if  the  sums  paid  to  these  steamers  for 
conveyance  of  the  mails  be  added  to  the  freight,  the  gross  receipts  will  be 
100,000  /.,  and  1,000  /.  6 s.  paid  for  Light  Dues  will  only  be  one  per  cent,  on 
that  amount. 

Mr.  Thomas  Barclay,  of  the  Edinburgh  and  Dundee  Steam  Packet  Company, 
has  transmitted  the  following  statement  to  the  Committee : One  small  steamer 
leaves  Granton  Pier  in  the  Frith  of  Forth,  at  8 a. m.  for  Dundee;  leaves 
Dundee  at  2 o’clock,  and  returns  to  Granton  before  7 o’clock,  never  using, 
requiring,  nor  deriving  benefits  from  the  Lights,  to  which,  however,  they  are 
obliged  to  pay  in  one  year,  viz. : £ s d 

In  13  weeks  at  16/.  13  s.  9 d.  per  week  - - 212  18  - 

36  weeks  of  single  voyage,  10/.  10  s.  - - 489  6 - 

3 weeks  to  refit.  


52  weeks. — Making  a total  sum  of  702  /.  4 s.  paid  in  49  weeks. 

The  Company  have  memorialized  the  Board  of  Trade  for  relief,  but  none  as 
yet  has  been  given,  the  general  subject  being  under  the  consideration  of  this 
Committee. 

In  the  Evidence  before  Your  Committee  proofs  of  the  burden  of  the  Light 
Dues  being  oppressive  to  the  Shipping  of  the  country  are  numerous,  but  Your 
Committee  consider  it  unnecessary  to  quote  more  than  the  statements  of  Mr. 

Q.  3225  2G.  Marshal  and  Mr.  Just.  Mr.  Marshal,  from  the  Dundee,  Perth,  and  London 
Shipping  Company,  states  that  the  Company  have  three  steamers  and  four 
sailing  vessels  in  the  London  trade,  11  small  sailing  vessels  in  the  Glasgow  and 
Leith  trade ; that  in  one  year  the  steamers  paid  1,754  /.,  and  the  sailing  vessels 
315  /.in  Light  Dues;  that  the  total  Light  Dues  amounted  to  2,057  /•  in  1844, 

which 
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•which  was  4*ths  per  cent,  on  the  gross  freight  of  the  steamers  on  the  sailing 
Tessels  m the  London  trade  3 A per  cent,  on  the  gross  freight,  and  on  thf 
Twf  r,  Ts  SmSS  fleist,t  2 A per  cent. ; and  further,  that  amount  of 
IS, ♦6S™t^per  Ceut  or\tlle  net  Profits  of  tlle  Company.  Mr.  Marshal 
adds,  that  the  Company  would  send  two  steamers  weekly  from  Dundee  to 
London  hut  for  the  heavy  Light  Dues,  which  are  often  more  than  the  freight, 
and  therefore  prevents  the  Company  doing  so.  Mr.  Just,  for  the  Aberdeen 
Steam  Company,  states  that  m 1844  they  paid  2, SOU.  as  Light  Dues  for  five 
steamers  and  six  sailing  vessels ; that  in  the  six  months  ending  the  30th  of 
June  1845  the  Light  Dues  paid  by  the  Company  amounted  to  1,811/.,  whilst 

that  thedfrid7  d,™d™d’  “ ^Pnl  I845>  to  shareholders  was  only  3,500/.;  Q.4746. 

that  the  dividend  m the  whole  year  1844  was  7,000/.,  and  the  amount  paid  for  «2s. 
.Light  Lues  was  41  g per  cent,  upon  the  whole  profits  of  the  year.  The  per-  APPendix>  No. 
ventage  of  the  Light  Dues  on  the  half-year’s  profits  was  51  per  cent. 

Coasting  Trade  Supply  of  Seamen. 

The  rates  for  Light  Dues  are  not  only  unequal  in  the  amount  charged  by  the 
Boaids  in  each  of  the  three  kingdoms,  as  shown  in  another  part  of  this  Report 
hut  they  press  also,  in  the  opinion  of  the  witnesses,  more  heavily  on  some 
branches  of  the  shipping  than  on  others.  Thus  whilst  every  class  of  ship-owners 
complain  of  the  burden  of  Light  Dues,  the  sailing  coasting  traders  have  the 
strongest  ground  for  complaint,  as  they  say  their  trade  has  been  a losing  one 
for  some  years  past.  They  allege  that  the  value  of  all  shipping,  and  of  the 
coasters  m particular,  has  been  deteriorating,  whilst  they  have  had  to  meet 
the  competition  of  the  steamers,  now  generally  employed  between  the  principal 
ports  of  the  kingdom;  and  the  competition  of  steamers  daily  increasing  has 
obliged  them  to  lower  the  freights  so  much  that  the  owners  are  now  com- 
pelled to  seek  every  possible  means  of  lessening  the  expense  of  sailing  then- 
vessels,  and  they  consequently  look  to  relief  from  the  Light  Dues,  which  form 
a large  part  of  their  expenses.  Indeed,  in  some  places,  the  sailing  coasters 
have  already  much  decreased  in  number,  and  in  others  have  entirely  ceased 
to  sail,  leaving  the  trade  to  the  steamers. 

The  steamers  also  complain  loudly  of  the  burden  of  the  Light  Dues,  which 
become  very  heavy,  as  they  make  more  frequent  voyages,  and  pay  everv  time 
they  pass  the  Lights.  J 

Your  Committee  is  most  anxious  to  submit  to  The  House  the  claims  of  the 
coasting  trade  to  immediate  relief,  not  only  on  economical  but  on  political 
Sr°uJlds  °*  “ie  highest  importance  to  the  maritime  interests  of  this  country. 

The  great  support  of  the  naval  power  of  the  United  Kingdom  has  been  the 
facility  of  obtaining  a supply  of  hardy  seamen  from  the  mercantile  shipping, 
whenever  required  for  the  service  of  the  Navy.  Great  Britain  has  had  several 
branches  of  commerce — the  nursery  of  that  hardy  race  which  have  so  ably 
maintained  the  honour  and  power  of  the  country  on  that  element  where  her 
force  has  been,  and  we  trust  is  destined  long  to  continue  paramount : but  the 
earliest  attention  of  Parliament  is  requisite  to  obviate  the  results  that  may  take 
place  from  the  changes  that  are  going  on  in  the  world  by  the  introduction  of 
steam  ; and  in  our  own  country  in  particular,  amongst  the  coasting  shipping. 

Your  Committee  are  the  more  anxious  to  direct  the  attention  of  Parliament 
to  this  important  subject,  because  some  other  branches  of  our  trade  which 
have  hitherto  supplied  the  hardiest  of  our  sailors  have  of  late  years  consi- 
derably diminished,  from  various  causes,  which  it  is  unnecessary  to  detail. 

From  our  colonial  trade  in  the  East  and  West  Indies  we  have  had,  and  shall 
continue  to  have,  a supply  of  seamen : but  the  Greenland  and  the  South  Sea 
Fisheries,  the  Baltic  trade,  the  Newfoundland,  and,  beyond  all  the  others,  the 
coasting  trade,  have  supplied  the  hardiest  of  our  sailors,  and  a decrease  of 
the  supply  from  those  sources  must  undoubtedly  affect  the  future  manning 
of  the  Navy ; and  consequently  lessen  the  naval  power  of  the  country.  By 
Returns  before  The  House,  it  appears  that  the  number  of  British  ships,  their 
tonnage,  and  British  seamen  of  all  ranks  employed  in  the  South  Sea  Whale 
Fishery,  were,  in  the  three  years  1830,  1831,  and  1832,  91  ships  of  30,083  tons 
and  2,750  seamen ; and  in  the  three  years  1841,  1842,  and  1843,  only  28  ships,  APP  No  G*  (?) 
of  9,767  tons,  and  835  seamen.  The  number  of  British  ships,  tonnage,  and 
seamen  of  all  ranks  employed  in  the  Greenland  and  Davis’  Straits  Whale 

6o"*  o Fishery 
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Fishery  employed  in  the  three  years  1830,  1831,  and  1832,  were  258  ships  of 
84,795  tons,  and  11,919  seamen;  and  in  the  three^years  1841,  1842,  and 
1843,  there  were  only  62  ships  of  17,831  tons,  and  2,873  men. 

Your  Committee  consider  that  the  extent  of  decrease  shown  by  the  last- 
mentioned  Returns  in  those  two  branches  of  our  shipping  should  direct  the 
immediate  attention  of  Parliament  to  preserve  the  other  branches. 

Comparative  statements  of  the  number  of  British  ships  and  seamen  em- 
ployed in  the  Baltic  trade  at  the  two  periods  of  1831,  1832,  and  1833,  and 
1841  1840  and  1843,  show  an  actual  decrease  of  British  tonnage  and  of  seamen 
in  the  latter  period.  In  the  former  period  there  were  6,252  ships,  of 
1 138  916  tonnage,  and  53,746  seamen  ; whilst  in  the  latter  period  there  were 
0 8 13’ ships  of  1,022,819  tonnage,  and  48,280  seamen  ; and  the  proportion  of 
British  tonnage  that  passed  the  Sound  in  these  periods  has  also  decreased 
In  the  three  years,  1831,  1832,  and  1833,  the  average  number  of  tons  of 
British  Shipping  that  passed  the  Sound  was  372  in  every  1,000  tons,  whilst 
the  average  number  in  the  years  1841,  1842,  and  1843,  was  only  293  tons. 

From  the  evidence  before  the  Committee,  the  coasting  trade,  which  has, 
beyond  all  other  trades,  afforded  to  the  Navy  the  largest  supply  of  the  hardiest 
of  our  seamen,  is  likely  to  decrease,  unless  Parliament  shall  adopt  timely 
measures  to  protect  it.  ^ c 

The  coal  trade  from  the  North  of  England  must  be  considered  the  chiel 
branch  of  the  coasting  trade ; and  the  evidence  respecting  the  rising  com- 
petition of  railroads,  deserves  the  particular  attention  of  Parliament,  with 
reference  to  the  burden  arising  from  the  Light  Dues. 

It  is  stated  that  a British  vessel  in  the  American  trade  for  12  months  will 
earn  as  much  freight  as  a vessel  employed  in  the  coal  trade.  The  coaster  of 
220  tons,  on  the  average  of  nine  voyages  in  the  year,  will  pay  4 l.  14s.  8t*.  Light 
Dues  each  voyage,  or  42 l.  Os.  6d.  in  the  12  months,  upon  a freight  of  1,000 L; 
so  that  the  Light  Dues  amount  to  4 per  cent,  on  the  gross  freight,  whilst  the 
American  trader  would  pay  for  the  Lights  twice  only,  about  1 OZ.,  or.  1 per  cent. 

It  is  also  stated  in  evidence,  that  for  the  last  five  years  the  Shipping  has  not 
afforded  the  ordinary  profits  of  trade,  and  that  great  relief  would  be  afforded  by 
the  remission  of  the  Light  Dues,  for  which  provision  should  be  made  as  soon  as 


The  following  is  a statement  given  in  to  the  Committee,  of  Light  Dues  paid 
on  a coasting  vessel  of  243  tons  register  in  1843  and  1844,  and  of  the  freight 
earned,  and  the  per-centage  which  the  Light  Dues  amounted  to  on  the  gross 
freight  during  those  years.  On  seven  voyages  in  the  year  1843,  averaging  147  l 
freightage  per  voyage,  on  an  average  cargo  of  400  tons  of  coal,  the  total  receipt 
of  freight  in  the  year  was  1,031 1.  8 s.,  and  the  sum  paid  for  Light  Dues  was 
36  1.  19^.  3 d.  On  six  voyages  in  1844,  averaging  163  l.  freightage  per  voyage, 
on  an  average  cargo  of  400  tons  of  coal,  the  total  freight  was  976 l.  105.  1 d.} 
and  the  sum  paid  for  Light  Dues  was  32  l.  1 1 s.  4 d , making  more  than  3 \ per 
cent,  paid  for  Light  Dues  on  the  gross  earnings  of  this  vessel  in  those  two  years. 

The  late  increase  of  railroads  from  the  coal  districts  in  the  North,  and  the 
expectation  that  they  will  soon  be  employed  to  supply  London  with  coal,  are  so 
well  known,  and  the  consequences  to  the  coasting  coal  trade  so  evident,  that 
Y our  Committee  consider  it  unnecessary  to  do  more  than  direct  the  attention 
of  Parliament  to  the  subject  as  one  of  vital  interest  to  this  Kingdom. 

310X.  The  coasters  also  on  the  South  and  West  Coasts  of  England  complain  of  the 

Light  Dues,  stating  that  they  have  been  losing  of  late  years,  and  that  the  trade 
has  been  much  depressed. 

Mr.  Ogilbv,  a shipbroker  of  40  years  standing  in  London,  states,  in  answer 
to  Question  3112,  that  the  traders  to  the  prin6ipal  ports  of  Ireland  have  paid 
on  the  average  5 s.  1 l d.  per  ton  on  the  average  of  the  year  ; that  vessels  from 
the  Mediterranean  and  South  of  Europe,  making  a less  number  of  voyages, 
pay  3 5.  6 l d.  per  ton,  and  ships  to  India  and  China,  making  one  voyage  in 
the  year,  pay  1 5.  \%d.  per  ton ; and  that  the  Coasting  Trade,  now  in  the 
greatest  depression,  would  consequently  benefit  the  most  by  the  abolition  of 
the  Light  Dues,  and  would  thereby  be  better  able  to  compete  witli  steamers, 
and  to  continue  to  be  the  nursery  for  sailors.  He  considers  that  it  is  for  the 
advantage  of  the  trade  generally,  and  of  all  communities  on  every  part  of  the 
coast,  that  the  coasters  should  be  enabled  to  continue,  and  that  every  penny 
contributed  from  the  public  revenue  to  relieve  them  from  the  charge  of  Lights 

would 
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would  be  more  than  repaid  to  the  public  by  the  advantages  resulting  from  the 
continuance  of  the  coasting  trade.  Mr.  Ogilby  also  says  that  Mr.  Pease,  in  his 
late  examination  before  one  of  the  Railway  Committees,  stated  that  coals  can 
be  conveyed  by  railway  from  South  Durham  to  London  at  three  farthings  per 
ton  per  mile,  a state  of  things  which  will  materially  injure  the  Coasting  Trade 
unless  relief  be  given  in  their  sailing  expenses.  It  also  appears  that  the  Light 
Dues  are  charged  on  the  whole  tonnage  of  the  vessel,  although  there  may  be 
only  one-tenth  or  one-fiftieth  of  a cargo  on  board ; indeed,  if  one  ton,  or  one 
box,  or  one  passenger  paying  freight  be  on  board  from  port  to  port.  Light  Dues 
for  the  whole  of  the  ship’s  tonnage  is  invariably  charged,  and  consequently  the 
ships  often  are  sent  in  ballast  from  port  to  port  rather  than  take  a small  quan- 
tity of  cargo,  a course  of  proceeding  which  in  the  corn  trade  to  Ireland  operates 
very  injuriously  on  the  merchants,  and  on  the  consumers  in  the  smaller  ports  to 
which  the  vessels  go  for  corn ; by  which  the  small  communities,  being  unable 
to  take  a whole  cargo  of  goods,  are  thus  prevented  from  getting  goods  by  these 
vessels  in  the  small  quantities  they  require,  and  the  price  of  articles  is  conse- 
quently higher  in  all  these  small  ports  than  they  would  be  if  there  were  no 
Light  Dues.  Merchants  also  often  lose  a market,  by  not  being  able  to  send 
small  quantities  of  goods  by  vessels,  which,  in  order  to  save  the  Light  Dues, 
are  compelled  to  sail  in  ballast ; and  the  same  injury  is  done  to  the  trade  to 
Spain,  Gibraltar,  and  all  other  places  on  the  Continent  of  Europe. 

It  moreover  appears  by  the  evidence  that  the  new  system  of  admeasurement, 
by  which  vessels  in  general  are  rated  at  a higher  tonnage  than  by  the  old  sys- 
tem, has  tended  to  increase  the  burden  of  the  Light  and  Ramsgate  Dues.  Mr. 
Dunbar  laid  a statement  before  the  Committee  to  show  that  10  of  his  vessels 
which  paid  Trinity  and  Ramsgate  Dues  306?.  85.  6 cl.  on  the  old  measurement, 
paid  365 1.  5 s.  5 d.  under  the  new  measurement,  being  an  increase  of  1 1 per  cent. 

Your  Committee  are  of  opinion  that  the  extent  of  injury  to  the  shipping,  to 
the  trader,  and  to  the  consumers  generally,  from  the  Light  Dues,  will  be  best 
understood  by  perusal  of  the  Evidence  now  submitted  to  The  House  ; and  Mr. 
Ogilby  states  that  the  merchant,  the  broker,  the  shipowner,  and  the  consumer, 
are  all  injured  by  these  dues ; and  that  a great  spur  would  be  given  to  the 
Coasting  Trade  if  the  Light  Dues  were  taken  off  altogether ; and  in  that  opinion 
Your  Committee  entirely  concurs. 


Amount  of  Over -sea  Trade. 

In  considering  the  policy  of  abolishing  Light  Dues,  and  of  providing  from 
other  sources  for  the  maintenance  of  the  Lights,  Buoys,  Beacons,  and  the 
establishments  requisite  to  manage  them,  it  was  necessary  to  ascertain  what 
proportion  of  the  amount  of  Light  Dues  now  received  was  paid  by  the 
coasting  trade,  by  the  over-sea  British  trade,  and  by  foreign  ships  respectively, 
and  what  amount  of  relief  consequently  would  be  given  by  such  abolition  to  each 
of  these  separate  branches.  And  Your  Committee  having  called  for  Returns 
on  this  point,  the  following  appear  to  be  the  respective  amounts  for  the  year 
1843,  viz. 

The  Trinity  House  received  from  the  coasting  trade 
From  British  over-sea  vessels  - 
„ Foreign  ditto  - 


Total  Dues  - 


£. 

£. 

- 

126,6/3 

97, 454 

33,648 

131,103 

- - £. 

25 7,776 

The  amount  paid  by  foreign  vessels  is  in  this  case  only  about  13  per  cent, 
of  the  whole. 

The  Commissioners  of  Northern  Lights  in  the  same  year- 

Received  from  the  coasting  trade  - 
From  British  over-sea  vessels  - 
„ Foreign  ditto  - 


£. 

£. 

- 

27,743 

11,601 

4,496 

- - £. 

43,840 

The  amoqnt  paid  by  foreign  vessels  is  in  this  case  only  101  per  cent. 
607.  c 2 
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The  Commissioners  of  the  Ballast  Board,  in  the  same  year — 


Received  from  the  coasting  trade 
From  British  over-sea  vessels 
„ Foreign  ditto 


£. 

£. 

- 

- - - - 

19,991 

- 

24,718 

- 

10,580 

35,298 

Total  - - - £. 

j 55,289 

Gross  Receipts  £.  * 306,905 


The  amount  paid  by  foreign  vessels  is  in  this  case  19  per  cent,  of  that  sum ; 

and  on  the  aggregate  amount  of 
.356,905 1*  received,  the  48,724  £.-f~  paid 
by  foreign  vessels  will  be  about  13  £ per 
cent,  of  the  whole  dues. 


1 843.  Receipts  of  Light  Does  : 

- - £.  207,776  for  England  - £.  33,648  were  from  foreign  ships. 

- - 43,840  for  Scotland  - - 4,496  ditto. 

50,289  for  Ireland  - - 10,580  ditto. 


Gross  receipts  £.  t48,724  from  foreign  ships,  or  I3J 
— per  cent,  of  the  gross  re- 


Your  Committee  therefore  are  of  opinion  that  the  small  proportion  of  13  £ 
per  cent,  of  the  gross  amount  of  Light  Dues  thus  paid  by  Foreigners  should 
not  operate  to  prevent  our  own  Commercial  Shipping  being  relieved  from  the 
remaining  86  $ per  cent. 


Maintenance  of  Lighthouses. 


Your  Committee  have  had  their  attention  directed,  by  almost  every  petition 
presented  to  The  House,  and  by  every  witness  who  has  come  before  them,  to 
the  question,  whether  the  expense  of  maintaining  the  Lighthouses  of  the 
United  Kingdom  should  not  be  defrayed  out  of  the  Public  Treasury,  in  the 
same  manner  as  the  British  consular  charges  in  every  part  of  the  world ; viz. 
by  an  annual  vote  of  Parliament.  Many  of  the  witnesses  state  that  as  carriers  of 
goods,  the  shipowners  should  not  be  charged  with  the  burden  of  that  which 
ought  to  be  considered  a national  establishment,  more  than  the  manufacturers 
of  cutlery,  of  cotton,  or  wool,  or  of  any  other  article  that  forms  part  of  their  cargo ; 
all  are  alike  engaged  in  the  national  trade,  and  all  ought  to  be  contributors  alike 
to  maintain  the  Lights,  if  contribution  for  that  object  be  demanded  from  any 
branch  ; and  they  state  what  appear  to  be  valid  reasons  why  the  maintenance 
of  the  Lights  should  be  made  a charge  on  the  Public  Treasury,  as  the  Consular 
expenses  are,  and  not  put  upon  the  shipping. 


It  is  alleged,  and  with  great  justice,  that  the  Commercial  Shipping  have 
hitherto  borne  the  whole  expense  of  the  erection  and  maintenance  of  the 
Lights,  whilst  the  Royal  Navy  and  Revenue  Vessels  have  equally  had  the 
benefit  of  the  Lights,  but  without  any  contribution  from  the  Public  Trea- 
sury towards  their  support.  It  is  true  that  whilst  the  profits  from  shipping 
were  good,  the  shipowners  thought  little  of  the  charge  for  Lights  and  Buoys, 
as  they  are  so  essential  to  the  safety  of  the  Ships  ; and  they  have  been  patient 
under  the  burden  of  Light  Dues,  and  have  seldom  troubled  Parliament  with 
complaints  on  this  head  : but,  since  freights  have  been  lowered  by  competition, 
tlie  shipowners  have  found  it  absolutely  necessary  to  employ  every  possible 
means  of  reducing  the  expense  of  sailing  their  Ships;  and  therefore  have,  of 
late,  looked  to  relief  from  the  heavy  burden  of  Light  Dues.  Several  Witnesses 
have  stated,  with  much  truth,  the  depressed  state  of  the  Shipping  Interest,  and 
it  is  proved  that  Ship  property  generally  has  been  in  such  a state  for  some 
years  as  not  to  have  paid  interest  on  the  capital  actually  invested.  In  many 
cases  the  value  of  Shipping  has  fallen  very  considerably,  and  in  others  threatens 
rum  to  the  owners. 


Your  Committee  request  the  attention  of  The  House  to  the  increased 
expenses  attending  the  outfit  and  sailing  charges  of  British  vessels,  as  compared 
wfih  Foreign  vesseis,  them  competitors;  and  express  their  conviction  that  the 
British  Shipping  require  reduction  of  those  expenses,  to  enable  them  to  compete 
+ Gu,iei^n  , 1PPjn.^!  an(*  W1th  railroads.  It  may  be,  moreover,  observed, 
that  Ships  employed,  in  foreign  trade  have  had  some  relief  by  being  allowed  to 

indulgence611"  pr0V1S1011S  from  bond ; but  tbe  coastin§  trade  have  not  had  that 
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- The  higher  wages  of  the  British  seamen,  their  more  expensive  and  better 
mod,  the  increased  charge  of  many  articles  of  outfit,  of  artisans'  wages  of 
increased  rate  of  insurance  by  taxation,  and  many  other  charges,  whidi  'the 
shipowners  submitted  to  whilst  the  trade  was  profitable,  are  now  become  bur- 
densomeand  in  the  present  depressed  state  of  the  Commercial  Shipping 
it  appears  inexpedient  to  compel  them  to  maintain  an  establishment  kept  up 
for  purposes  essentially  national.  1 H 

exPefns">  “d  delay  attendant  on  the  collection  and  payment  of 
the  Light  Dues  must  also  be  kept  in  new,  in  considering  any  substitute  for  the 
present  method  of  providing  for  the  maintenance  of  Lights ; and  the  exDense 
of  collection  alone,  for  public  general  Lights,  amounting  in  1843  to  15  81 4 ^ 
ought  to  be  an  important  element  in  the  consideration  of  any  course  to  be 
taken  for  the  future.  J 

t of  aggregate  number  of  entries  of  vessels  for  which  English 

Light  Duties  have  been  paid  to  the  Trinity  House,  in  the  year  1 843,  there  were : 

Number  of  single  entries  in  England  and  Wales 
Ditto  -----  in  Scotland 
Ditto  -----  in  Ireland 

Or  together 


- 

129,368 

- 

9,946 

- 

12,103 

- - - 

151,417 

But  as  each  of  these  entries  is  necessarily  made  four  times,  the  aggregate 
number  of  entries  were  605,668  in  that  year,  for  the  Trinity  House  alone. 

• IhG  n^Ter.  °f  vessels  for  which  Light  Dues  were  paid  to  the  Commis- 
sioners of  Northern  Lights  in  1843,  were,  53,264  of  single  entries,  or  213  056 
entries,  m all,  in  the  year. 

_^e  ^^ber  of  vessels  for  which  Light  Dues  were  paid  to  the  Commissioners 
ot  the  Ballast  Board  in  Dublin  were,  44,433  single  entries,  or  177,732  in 
the  year  1843  ; and  thus  the  aggregate  number  of  entries  by  the  three’  Boads 
■m  the  year  was  996,457. 

Your  Committee,  having  duly  considered  all  these  and  many  other  circum- 
stances, are  of  opinion  and  recommend  to  The  House,  “That  all  expenses  for 
the  erection  and  maintenance  of  Lighthouses,  Floating  Lights,  Buoys,  and 
tc  Deacons  on  the  coasts  of  the  United  Kingdom,  be  henceforth  defrayed  out 
ot  the  public  revenue  ; and  that,  as  the  Trinity  House  has  incurred  a debt 
u under  authority  of  the  6 & 7 Will.  4,  c.  79,  in  purchasing  the  rights  of  private 
individuals  for  their  leases  and  possessions  of  Lighthouses,  the  Government 
ought  to  take  upon  it  that  debt.” 


Proposed  Tonnage  Rate. 

It  was  originally  suggested  to  the  Committee  of  1834'  and  has  again  in 
various  ways  been  urged  upon  the  attention  of  this  Committee,  that,  sup- 
posing it  should  be  deemed  advisable  to  continue  any  special  tax  to  provide  for 
the  annual  expense  of  the  Lighthouse,  Buoy,  and  Beacon  establishments,  it 
would,  nevertheless,  be  proper  to  abolish  altogether  the  present  Light,  Buoy, 
Beacon,  and  other  Dues,  and  to  impose  a tax  in  the  shape  of  a small  tonnage’ 
rate, — it  is  considered  that  1 s.  per  ton  per  annum  would  be  amply  sufficient, — 
to  be  annually  levied  on  all  the  registered  tonnage  of  the  United  Kingdom,  and 
on  all  colonial  and  foreign  vessels  entering  its  ports.  And  it  appears  from  the 
Evidence,  that  a decided  preference  is  given  by  almost  all  the  witnesses  to  that 
mode  of  providing  for  the  maintenance  of  these  establishments. 

It  has  also  been  suggested  to  Your  Committee,  that  it  is  of  great  importance 
to  have  an  adequate  sum  collected  towards  a fund  for  the  support  of  Merchant 
Seamen ; and  that  if  the  Light  Dues  were  taken  off,  a Tonnage  Duty  of  1 s. 
per  ton  once  a year  would  be  willingly  paid  by  shipowners  to  provide  means 
for  forming  a Merchant  Seamen’s  Fund,  which  Your  Committee  have  stated  in 
•another  part  of  this  Report  to  be  a most  desirable  object. 

By  reference  to  the  following  Table  of  the  Number  of  Tons  of  Shipping 
registered  in  the  United  Kingdom  in  1844,  it  will  be  found  that  a charge  of 
1 s.  per  ton,  levied  once  in  the  year  on  every  British  Vessel,  would  produce 
nearly  the  sum  requisite,  to  support  both  the  Lighthouse  establishments  and 
the  Merchant  Seamen’s  Fund. 

6o7-  c 3 The 
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The  British  Tonnage  registered  in  1S44  were  31,320  Ships,  and  3,637,231  of 
Tons,  and  216,350  men  ; and  of  Foreign  Shipping  that  entered  the  Ports  of  the 
United  Kingdom,  7,24/  Ships,  and  1,143,897  Tons. 

Taking,  therefore,  the  total  of  British  Tonnage  registered,  and  the  Foreign 
Tonnage  entering  our  Ports,  in  the  year  1844,  at  4,781,128  Tons,  and 
charging  1 s.  per  Ton,  the  sum  of  239,056  l.  would  be  produced  *. 

If  these  plans  were  adopted,  the  tonnage  rate  could  be  modified  according  to 
the  time  of  employment  of  the  ships : and  Your  Committee  would  certainly 
recommend  the  plan  of  tonnage  duty  in  preference  to  the  existing  system. 

If  the  mode  of  assessment  by  a tonnage  duty  on  vessels  be  adopted,  it 
may  deserve  to  be  considered  whether  the  tonnage  of  the  Royal  Navy,  of  the 
vessels  employed  by  the  Customs,  Preventive  Service  and  Excise,  should  not 
also  be  included,  with  the  view  of  lessening,  as  much  as  possible,  the  charge 
on  the  Commercial  Shipping.  By  a Return  it  appears  that  in  the  years  1813, 
1814,  and  1815,  years  of  war,  the  average  tonnage  of  ships  of  war  was  304,583 ; 
and  in  the  three  years  1842,  1843,  and  1844,  the  average  was  165,655. 


Central  Board  of  Management. 

Your  Committee  have  had  under  their  serious  consideration  the  system  of 
managing  the  Lighthouses,  Buoys,  and  Beacons  of  this  Empire  by  separate 
Boards  in  England,  Scotland  and  Ireland,  each  constituted  in  a different  man- 
ner, and  charging  different  rates  of  Dues,  and  acting  under  different  rules, 
authorized,  some  by  Patents  only,  and  others  confirmed  by  Acts  of  the  Legisla- 
ture. The  constitution  of  these  Boards  is  either  by  self  election  or  by  ex-officio 
appointment ; and,  although  there  has  been  some  degree  of  control  given  to  the 
Trinity  House  over  the  Scotch  and  Irish  Boards,  as  to  the  placing  of  Lights, 
Buoys,  and  Beacons,  yet  the  administration  of  each  may  be  said  to  be  inde- 
pendent, and  not  subject  to  any  superintendence  or  control  in  their  general 
management,  except  in  so  far  as  the  Queen  in  Council  has  power  over  all. 

The  magnitude  of  the  department  of  Lights,  and  its  importance  to  this 
commercial  and  naval  country,  make  it  an  object  of  great  interest.  In  the 
year  1832  there  were  in  the  United  Kingdom  105  Public  General  Lights,  fixed- 
and  floating ; the  gross  amount  of  Light  Dues  collected  was  240,304 1.,  and 
the  expense  paid  for  the  collection  was  22,125 1.,  the  actual  expense  of  their 
maintenance  having  been  only  74,832 1.  in  that  y.ear. 

By  the  following  abstract  it  appears  that  in  the  year  1843  there  were  150 
Public  General  Lights,  fixed  and  floating,  maintained  in  the  United  Kingdom  by 
the  Trinity  Board,  by  the  Northern  Light  Commissioners,  and  by  the  Ballast 
Board ; and  that  the  amount  of  gross  collections  for  Light  Dues  alone  was 
356,905  ?.,  at  an  expense  of  15,814?.  paid  for  the  collecting.  The  actual  expenses 
for  maintaining  of  these  Lights  in  that  year  was  131,030  l.,  as  below. 


An  Account  of  the  Number  of  Public  General  Lights  maintained  in  the  United  Kingdom ; by 
whom  held ; the  Amount  of  Light  Dues  received ; the  Charge  for  Collection ; the  Amount 
expended  in  Maintenance,  and  the  Net  Surplus  in  1843. 


Number  . 
of  Lights, 
Public 

By  whom  Held. 

Collection. 

Charges 

[ of  Collection. 

Expense 
of  Maintenance. 

| Net  Surplus. 

£.  s.  d. 

£.  s.  d. 

fH 

Trinity  House,  Lon- 
don. 

243,023  8 -i 

9,459  7 4j 

96,879  12  7 

135,684  8 -l 

29 

Commissioners 
Northern  Lights. 

44,H7  1 2 

2,542  11  10 

12,261  12  6 

29,312  16  IO 

30 

Corporation  for 

preserving  and 
improving  the 
port  of  Dublin. 

53,335  1 8 

3,812  - 1 

1 21,888  14  7 

27,634  7 - 

150 

£. 

+349,475  10  toy 

15,813  19  3i' 

131,029  19  8 

192,631  11  lof 

+ A sum  of  7,430 1.  of  tonnage  Dues  has  been  omitted  in  this  return. 
Trinity  House,  io  July  1845. 


* But  if  the  Return  of  the  number  of  tons  that  paid  Light  Dues  to  the  Trinity-house  be  taken, 
the  sum  will  be  greater. 

These 
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These  large  sums  exacted  as  Light  Dues  from  the  commercial  shipping  bv 
separate  Boards  m the  three  kingdoms,  over  whom  the  Government  of  the 
country  have  no  effectual  control  as  to  the  expenditure  of  their  funds,  urgently 
in  the  opinion  of  Your  Committee,  require  attention.  a ' 

The  Trinity  Board  consists  of  31  persons,  of  whom  11  are  honorary  mem- 
bers, and  the  remaining  20  perform  the  duties  of  the  Board. 

The  business  of  the  Board  is  conducted  bv  Seven  Committees,  each  having 
their  separate  department,  of  which  the  Lighthouse  is  one.  The  several  duties 
are  fully  explained  in  Mr.  Herbert's  evidence  before  Your  Committee,  and  the 
variety  of  Returns  of  Accounts  and  Minutes  given  in  the  Appendix  will  show 
the  nature  of  the  various  duties  to  he  performed  by  the  several  Committees 
-of  the  Board,  and  by  the  Board  when  assembled. 

The  constitution  of  the  Board  is  that  of  self-election.  The  Committee  of 
1834  recommended  such  a modification  of  the  rules  for  election  as  should 
admit  naval  officers  and  scientific  men  into  the  Board.  And  it  appears  that 
since  that  time,  three  naval  officers  were  admitted  as  Elder  Brethren,  but  only 
one  remains  in  the  Board.  J 

The  Commissioners  of  Northern  Lights , who  have  the  management  of  the 
Lights,  Buoys,  and  Beacons  on  the  coast  of  Scotland,  were  first  constituted  in 
1786  under  an  Act  of  Parliament;  and  as  their  proceedings  were  fully  exa- 
mined and  reported  upon  by  the  Committee  in  1834,  and  no  change  in  its 
constitution  has  taken  place  since  that  time,  Your  Committee  thought  it  suffi- 
cient to  call  for  a continuation  of  those  Accounts  and  Returns,  that  were  laid 
before  the  Committee  in  1834,  up  to  the  present  time. 

In  considering  what  should  be  the  qualification  of  members  of  a Board  for  the 
future  management  of  the  largely  increased  and  increasing  department  of  Lights, 
it  should  be  kept  in  view  that  none  of  the  members  of  the  Scotch  Board  have  the 
professional  knowledge  or  nautical  experience  that  has  been  considered  requisite 
for  the  members  of  the  Trinity  Board  in  London.  The  Board  in  Edinburgh 
consists  of  25  Commissioners ; viz.,  the  Lord  Advocate  and  the  Solicitor-general 
of  Scotland,  the  Provosts  or  Chief  Magistrates  of  Edinburgh,  Glasgow,  Aberdeen 
Inverness  and  Campbelton  ; the  eldest  Baillies  of  Edinburgh  and  Glasgow  ; the 
Sheriffs  of  the  counties  of  Edinburgh,  Lanark,  Renfrew,  Bute,  Argyle,  Inver- 
ness, Ross,  Orkney,  Caithness,  Aberdeen,  Ayr,  Fife,  Forfar,  Wigton,  Sutherland, 
and  Kincardine,  generally  denominated  as  the  Maritime  Counties  or  Shires. 

The  services  of  the  Commissioners  are  gratuitous,  and  their  professions  are 
chiefly  that  of  the  law.  Your  Committee  cannot  contemplate  a Board  for  the 
management  of  Lights,  Buoys,  and  Beacons,  less  suited,  by  their  habits,  for 
the  duties  of  that  important  department  than  that  of  Scotland  : it  is,  neverthe- 
less, right  to  state  that  the  business  of  the  Board,  as  far  as  has  come  to  the 
knowledge  of  Your  Committee,  appears  to  have  been  regularly  and  satisfac- 
torily conducted.  The  detailed  statements  by  Mr.  Cunningham,  jun.  the  joint 
Secretary,  and  by  Mr.  Alan  Stevenson,  the  engineer  and  executive  officer  of 
that  Board,  will  afford  to  The  House  the  fullest  information  on  the  manner  of 
transacting  the  business  of  the  Board  in  every  department. 

All  the  Public  Lights  on  the  coasts  of  Scotland  are  in  the  management  of  the 
Board ; and  the  Local  or  Harbour  Lights  are  under  the  management  of  Trus- 
tees and  Corporations,  maintained  by  dues  on  the  shipping  going  in  and  out  of 
the  respective  ports  where  the  lights  are  situated,  as  stated  in  the  several  Returns. 
_ _ The  constitution  of  the  Ballast  Board  in  Dublin,  which  has  charge  of  the 
Lights,  Buoys,  and  Beacons  on  the  Coasts  of  Ireland,  is  also  to  be  considered 
with  attention.  The  Act  3 Geo.  3,  created  a new  Board  called  “ The  Corpora- 
tion for  Preserving  and  Improving  the  Port  of  Dublin”  (the  Ballast  Board), 
and  consists  of  22  members  viz.,  the  Lord  Mayor  of  Dublin  and  one  Sheriff  for 
the  time  being,  of  three  Aldermen,  chosen  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen  from 
their  own  body,  and  17  other  members  appointed  by  themselves,  and  elected 
for  life.  There  is  only  one  Naval  officer  on  that  Board.  This  body  has  ample 
powers  to  carry  on  all  works  under  then*  charge  in  the  Port  of  Dublin.  There 
is  no  separate  Committee  for  Lighthouses,  but  the  business  of  the  Lighthouses  if. 
conducted  by  a meeting  of  the  Board,  on  Thursday  in  every  week ; whilst  the 
business  of  the  Harbour  is  transacted  on  their  Board  days,  every  Friday ; and 
Committees  of  a few  members  are  appointed,  from  time  to  time,  for  special  busi- 
ness relative  to  Lighthouses,  or  to  any  other  business  of  the  port.  The  Lighthouses 
m Ireland  had  been,  by  the  4 Geo.  1,  placed  under  Superintendents,  and  trans- 
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Q.  5007  to  5251, 
and  5392  to  5406. 


Q.  5210  to  5212. 

2606-2611. 
App.  Nos.  32  & 33. 

2615-17. 

2630. 

2645. 

App,  No.  5 (M). 

Appendix,  No.  66. 
Aberdeen. 


App.  No.  5 (M). 

Q.  4676. 

App.  No.  5 (M). 


Appendix,  No.  66, 
Aberdeen. 


ferred  to  the  Barrack  Board  "by  the  7 Geo.  3.  The  36  Geo.  3,  c.  16,  and  the  46 
Geo.  c.  106,  confided  them  to  the  Commissioners  of  Customs;  and  by  the 
50  Geo.  3,  c.  95,  they  were,  in  1810,  placed  under  the  management  of  the 
Ballast  Board,  and  have  continued  to  be  conducted  by  them  ever  since.  Your 
Committee  examined  only  Mr.  Vereker,  the  Secretary  to  the  Ballast  Board,  and 
Mr.  Halpin,  jun.,  the  engineer  and  able  executive  officer  to  the  Lighthouse 
Department,  from  whose  evidence  it  will  appear  that  the  recommendations  of 
the  Committee  in  1834,  as  to  the  purchase  of  stores  and  the  performance  of 
works  by  Contract,  have  been  attended  to  as  far  as  has'been  possible. 

The  Returns  in  the  Appendix  contain  the  accounts  from  1834  to  the  present 
time;  and  as  there  were  no  complaints  laid  before  the  Committee,  the  examina- 
tion of  these  witnesses  was  short.  A copy  of  the  General  Instructions  for  Light- 
house Keepers  sent  to  the  Fixed  and  Floating  Lights  under  the  Dublin  Board, 
has  been  laid  before  the  Committee,  and  they  are  similar  to  those  issued  by  the 
Trinity  House,  of  which  copies  appear  in  the  Appendix  to  the  Report  of  1834  ; 
the  regulations  for  foremen,  pay  clerks,  and  Lighthouse  works,  and  travelling 
expenses,  all  appear  to  be  such  as  will  answer  the  purpose  intended. 

The  observations  Your  Committee  have  made  respecting  the  constitution  of 
the  Board  in  Edinburgh  will  apply  equally  to  the  Board  in  Dublin. 

The  examination  of  Mr.  Cuningham,  however,  elicited  the  fact,  that  delays 
in  the  proceedings  of  the  Board,  and  difficulties  in  a variety  of  ways,  have  arisen 
from  the  state  of  divided  authority  under  which  the  Commissioners  act.  There 
have  also,  occurred,  and,  if  the  present  system  be  continued,  differences  about 
the  position  of  Lights  and  Buoys,  &c.,  may  occur  more  and  more.  One 
instance  of  a long-continued  correspondence  between  the  Ballast  Board  and 
the  Northern  Commissioners  about  a proposed  Light  on  Rathlin  Island,  which 
is  not  yet  brought  to  a close,  induced  Your  Committee  to  call  for  a copy  of  part 
of  the  correspondence,  which  will  explain  the  case. 

Other  cases  of  the  same  kind  might  be  stated ; but  Your  Committee  believe 
it  unnecessary  to  urge  anything  further  as  to  the  impolicy  of  allowing  so 
divided  an  administration  to  continue. 


Although  Tables  of  the  Dues  chargeable  for  the  several  Lights  have  been 
prepared  by  each  Board,  and  placed  in  the  several  Custom-houses,  as  recom- 
mended by  the  Committee  in  1834,  yet  the  variety  of  charge  for  Lights 
payable  in  the  course  of  one  voyage  to  the  Trinity  House  and  to  the  Northern 
Commissioners  becomes  perplexing. 

The  account  of  the  Dues  paid  by  the  Aberdeen  Company’s  Ships  in  their 
voyages  to  and  from  London  may  be  taken  as  an  example,  and  will  show  the 
inequality  alluded  to.  The  Fern  Light  is  charged  six-eighths  of  a penny  per 
ton  ; the  Cocquet  Light,  two-eighths  ; Tynemouth,  one-eighth ; Spurn  Shore, 
four-eighths  ; and  it  may  be  stated,  that  the  charge  of  almost  every  Light  varies 
from  the  other  Lights  nearest  to  it.  There  is  a charge  at  the  Nore  of  6 s.  upon 
vessels  above  500.  tons,  and  the  charge  varies  according  to  the  size  of  the 
vessel.  The  Trinity  Buoyage  and  Beaconage  is  also  four-eighths  of  a penny 
at  the  Nore ; there  is  a charge  for  other  Buoys-  of  2 h d.  per  ton,  and  also 
a charge  of  1 s.  for  the  vessel.  Indeed,  it  is  only  necessary  to  look  at  that 
account  to  be  satisfied,  that  such  a complicated  system  ought  no  longer  to  be 
allowed  to  continue.  The  Table  published  by  authority,  of  the  Duties  for  Lights, 
tfuoys,  &c.  m England,  chargeable  on  over-sea  and  coasting  vessels,  and  pub- 
hshed  for  the  use  of  the  Shipping,  will  be  found  in  the  Appendix.  The  list  of 
the  Over  sea  General  Passing  Lights,  and  the  rate  per  ton  chargeable  on  the 
ships ; also,  of  Local  Duties  for  Buoys,  Trinity  Duties,  Nore  Light,  &c.,  varying, 
as  has  been  stated,  from  each  other : But  as  the  list  of  Lights,  B^oys,  and 
Beacons  passed  by  coasters,  in  voyages  from  place  to  place  on  the  coasts  of 
the  United  Kingdom  occupies  103  pages,  and  is  too  long  to  he  given  in  the 
Appendix  it  is  only  here  noticed  to  exemplify  the  inequality  and  trouble  pro- 
duced by  the  existing  system.  it  r 

rates  are  also  unequal.  The  charge  for  the  Isle  of  Man 
TPer  t0n;  f°r?e  B?  Roc,!’  lrf-  Per  ton;  and  the  Girdleness, 
f ITT  fi?m  ^bardeen  to  Hull  and  hack,  the  variety  of 
^ ° ldd  L'fhlSl  f“  theBu°ys.  and  for  the  Vessels,  is  also  shown, 

is  thesb^w16  ‘a16  °f  charSmS  Per  ton  for  every  Light  the  vessel  passes 
is  the  simplest;  and  one  great  object  of  having  the  Lights  of  the  Three  King- 
doms under  the  management  of  a Central  Board,  as  recommended  elsewhe?e 
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n this  Report  ought  to  be  the  placing  the  whole  under  one  uniform  rate  ■ and 
hour  Committee  recommend  that,  as  one  of  the  first  acts  of  the  Central  Board 
this  object  should  be  effected. 

The  pghts.  Buoys,  and  Beacons  are  considered  in  most  other  countries  as 
national  establishments,  and  under  public  officers  of  the  Government,  and  the 
expenses  of  their  maintenance  are  paid  from  the  Public  Treasury 
In  France,  a Public  Board  has  charge  of  all  the  Lights  on  the  coast,  and  French  Lights 
the  expenses  of  maintenance  are  paid  out  of  the  National  Treasury.  The  sS  Appefdfifci. 

runenfSsC4  nf:  tnf  ‘ Dues>  **>  b7  3 P*Hc  Ordinance  of  the  M of 
June  183L  pay  10 d.  per  ton,  as  port  charge.  The  Board  of  management  con- 
sists of  scientific  and  professional  men,  appointed  by  the  Government  The 

oTthTs6  RenoTntYmmSr-the  £ stated  in  another 

of  this  Report-  Your  Committee  desire  to  refer  to  the  public  documents 

L?,  PTUred  fT  tbe  Committee  by  the  Earl  of  Aberdeen  from 

ISlihmenTs^eeCmf 8 **  W B“de  “ the  “ Lighthouse 

Lights— tatSer!  'oft!,01117  Lighthouses  of  different  classes,  and  51  Harbour  Appendix,  N0.61. 

Linhts  total  74,  on  the  coasts  of  France  ; and,  of  this  number,  only  ] 4 General 
coast  and  15  Harbour  Lights  were  furnished  with  lenticular  apparatus. 

On  the  5th  of  April  1845  the  number  of  Lights  on  the  coasts  of  France  was 
153,  m eluding  the  small  Harbour  Lights  at  the  mouth  of  the  Seine.  The  fol- 
lowmg  Table  explains  the  description  and  distribution  of  the  Lights,  and  a 
lable  of  these  is  also  given  m the  Appendix. 


Parts  of  the  Coast. 

LIGHTHOUSES. 

1st  Class. 

2d  Class. 

| 3d  Class. 

In  the  Channel  - 
„ Ocean  - 
„ Mediterranean 
„ Corsica  - 

Totals  - - 

12 

12 

7 

4 

1 

3 

5 

5 * 
3 

35 

4 

13 

.N  umber  52. 

Appendix,  No.  61. 


Harbonr 
r Tide  Lights. 


59 

-7 

H 


77 

47 

24 

5 


relfiol<ind“dinS  ‘he  ‘ii?ht  a‘  Th“kis)  'M-  a“d  ««  in  course  of 

Some  of  these  Lights  are  grouped  by  twos  and  threes,  mohmo.  onjv  108  seDa. 
rate  establishments ; and  98  of  the  Lights  are  provided  with  lenticular  apparatus 

cuMte  mnWnlmiTbt?tl0n  “ ParfS  -is  cbarSed  t0  P™Tide  ^ supplies  re- 
wf  i!  O M lsh?ns  aPparatus  ln  ardar.  The  maintenance  of  the  build- 

“mt  rf^feWork^  enS,neerS'  S ^ eXpeMe  defraped  bY  the  DeP“t- 
. ' lbe  L’Shthouse  Commission  in  France  is  composed  of  naval  officers,  inspectors 
of  the  Royal  Corps  of  Bridges  and  Roads,  and  of  members  of  the  Institute  and 
1 t nvu  tbe  Presld!no7  of  the  Minister  of  Public  Worts.  The  details  of  the 
establishments  are  given  fully  in  the  Lighthouse  Report  of  1834. 

In  the  United  States  of  America  the  expense  of  the  Lighthouse  establishment  * • , 

Si  S °ann°f  7”““  °f a“d  “tt of  AppeS,^. 

expended^  Ppr0pnatKm  b7  c°ugNss.  From  1820  to  1842  the  amount 

In  building  Lighthouses,  was  - _ . . onri  n 

For  Light-ships  - “d  $2?*°" 

Making  a sum  of  - - - £.276,030 

paid  out  of  the  Public  Revenue.  The  average  sum  for  several  vears  for  main  a v 0 , .. 
tenance  of  the  Lights  in  that  country  was  about  400,000  dollars,  or  83  333/  PP’  * °'  58 
terling.  M henever  a new  Light  is  required  a special  vote  for  its  establish  ’ 
ment  and  maintenance  is  made  on  the  recommendation  of  a Committee  on 
Commerce  to  the  Congress.  All  the  lights,  large  and  small,  on  the  sea 

^ coasts, 
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coasts,  lakes  and  rivers,  are  under  charge  of  the  Fifth  Auditor  of  the  Treasury. 
The  total  number  of  Lights  of  all  lands  on  1 July  1842  in  the  United  States 
was  242  fixed,  and  30  Floating  Lights,  having  in  all  2,671  burners. 

In  Prussia  the  maintenance  of  the  Lighthouses  is  provided  for  by  the  provin- 
cial authorities,  who  receive  the  duties  levied  in  the  ports  for  Harbour  Dues, 
and  neither  Prussian  nor  foreign  vessels  are  subjected  to  any  specific  duties  for 
Light  Dues. 

In  Russia  also  the  Government  support  the  Lighthouses,  and  no  charge  on 
that  account  is  made  on  foreign  or  Russian  ships. 

In  Holland,  by  Decree  of  King  William,  of  the  28th  of  March  1836,  the 
management  of  the  Buoyage,  Beaconage,  and  Coast  Lighting  of  the  whole 
kingdom  is  confided  to  the  Department  of  the  Marine  ; the  rates  of  tonnage  for 
Lights,  for  Buoys,  and  Beacons  varying  according  to  the  places  to  which  they 
sail.  The  ships  of  countries  having  reciprocity  treaties  pay  the  same  as  Nether- 
lands vessels.  Vessels  of  war,  coast-fishing  vessels  and  boats,  pilot  boats,  &e. 
are  exempted  from  these  Dues. 

Your  Committee  consider  it  important  to  show  what  the  opinion  of  the 
Trinity  Board  was  in  1835,  as  to  placing  all  the  Lights  of  the  United  Kingdom 
under  one  Central  Board. 

In  1835,  the  Elder  Brethren  of  the  Trinity  House,  in  their  letter  to  the  Lords 
of  the  Treasury,  dated  16th  April  1835,  state,  “In  adverting  to  the  proposition 
“ of  the  Select  Committee  of  1834,  that  measures  should  be  taken  for  placing 
“ the  whole  of  the  public  general  Lights  in  England  under  the  management  of 
“ the  Trinity  House,  the  Elder  Brethren  do  not  hesitate  to  offer  the  unqualified 
“ expression  of  their  opinion  that  the  accomplishment  of  that  measure  would 
“ be  attended  with  beneficial  effects,  not  only  to  the  maritime  interests,  but 
“ also  to  those  of  the  public  at  large  ; and  they  feel  that  this  sentiment  is  in 
“ entire  accordance  with  the  memorials  and  representation  formerly  presented 
“ to  the  Government  by  the  Corporation,  in  relation  to  the  then  expiring  leases 
“ of  the  Winterton  and  Orford,  the  Dungeness,  and  the  Hunstanton  Lights, 

“ and  that  they  are  justified  in  their  expectation  of  such  beneficial  results  from 
“ the  benefits  which  have  been  actually  consequent  upon  the  transfer  to  them 
“ of  the  Lights  at  the  Forelands.” 

“As  regards  the  transfer  of  the  public  general  Lights  in  Scotland  and  in 
“ Ireland  to  the  Trinity  House,  the  Elder  Brethren  do  not  deem  it  necessary 
“ to  offer  an  opinion  ; but  they  beg  to  observe  that  the  measure,  in  its  accom- 
“ plishment,  would  involve  a large  accession  of  arduous,  important,  and  respon- 
“ sible  duty  upon  the  Corporation,  requiring,  in  its  efficient  execution,  active 
“ personal  exertions  in  distant  parts  of  the  kingdom,  far  beyond  the  limits 
“ within  which  the  public  duties  of  the  Elder  Brethren  have  hitherto,  excepting 
“ on  very  rare  occasions,  been  exercised.  They  are,  therefore,  far  from  seeking, 

“ or  even  desiring,  this  proposed  extension  of  their  jurisdiction ; but  they  are, 

“ nevertheless,  anxious  that  their  Lordships  should  distinctly  understand,  that 
“ if  His  Majesty’s  Government  and  the  Legislature  should  concur  in  the 
“ opinion  expressed  upon  this  subject  in  the  Report  of  the  Select  Committee, 

“ the  Elder  Brethren  are  prepared  to  undertake  the  charge  of  the  Lighthouses 
“ in  those  parts  of  the  United  Kingdom,  and  with  an  earnest  and  zealous 
C1  determination  on  their  part  to  promote,  as  far  as  practicable,  the  accomplish- 
“ ment  of  the  public  objects  contemplated  by  the  Committee. 

Your  Committee  have  been  informed  by  the  Deputy  Master  that  the  Elder 
Brethren  are  still  of  the  same  “ opinion  as  they  expressed  to  the  Lords  of  the 
“ Treasury  in  1835,  and  that  there  would  be  advantages  in  having  them  all 
“ carried  on  on  the  same  system  ; that  they  are  quite  prepared  to  undertake 
“ the  charge  of  the  Lighthouses  in  those  parts  of  the  United  Kingdom,  with  an 
“ earnest  and  willing  determination  to  promote,  as  far  as  practicable,  the. 
“ accomplishment  of  the  public  object  contemplated  by  the  Committee.” 

Your  Committee,  therefore,  after  mature  consideration  of  all  the  circum- 
stances relative  to,  and  connected  with  the  present  state  of  the  several  esta- 
blishments for  managing  the  Lights,  &c.  in  the  Three  Kingdoms,  are  of  opinion 
“ that  all  public  and  general  Lighthouses,  and  Floating  Lights,  Buoys,  and 
“ Beacons  in  the  United  Kingdom,  should  be  placed  under  the  management  of 
“ one  Board,  resident  in  London ; and  that  that  Central  Board  in  London 
“ should  be  the  Trinity  Board  of  Deptford  Strond.” 

And  at  the  same  time,  with  a view  of  carrying  out  the  recommendations  of 

the 
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*he  Committee  of  1834,  Your  Committee 
of  the  members  of  the  Trinity  House 
£ the  Crown.” 


recommend  “ that  in  future,  one-third 
of  Deptford  Strond  be  nominated  by 


Pensions  and  Charitable  Purposes 

5“  ;:*>h  » r;.*» . ™d  a.  *.«5i  Si?,," *g 

Your  Committee  should  notice,  somewhat  in  detail  the  state  of  tw  th  4 

HZT  °f  imP~>b0tt  andt\t“ttho^^alt 

In  the  Return  (pursuant  to  the  Act  6 & 7 Will  4 f JqUftk.m  „ 

*1843  theyreH0USe,,andltS  apProI>riati°n>  ^ the  y’ear  ended  fist  Decembe°r  PJ>- »6<>f  “«• 
1843,  there  are  two  Accounts,  one  showing  a gross  receint  of  14Q5«u; 
from  Light,  Buoy,  and  Beacon  Dues,  with  a surplus  of  55  137/  Of  that 
amount  33,436 1.  was  specially  applied  as  allowances  to  thf  S'shonses  a 
Deptford  and  as  pensions  to  infirm  and  disabled  seamen  and  their  families  ■ 
i!U“- °f  was  in  that  year  given  as  subscriptions  to  various 

public  chanties.  The  other  Account  shows  a net  revenue  of  88  013  1 
received  from  the  10  Lights  purchased  under  authority  of  the  Act  of ’l836 
with  a surplus  of  69,590 1.  which  was  applied  towards  the  payments  fte  deh? 
incurred  in  the  purchase  of  these  Lights  ; but  no  part  of  that  surnlus  was 

m!w f ifth?yeearP”P0SeS'  TheSe  tW°  Wances  give  a total  s”plus  of 
It  appears  that  there  were,  in  1844,  of  men  Pensioners  oqu  „ 

fa  “me  2’9?3  5 nUmber  °f  ^ & N3,9 

at  mat  tune.  The  pensions  to  these  persons  are  small : viz.  to  masters  nf 

vessels  m the  foreign  trade,  and  of  colliers  of  upwards  of  100  tons  6 s ner 
month  ; to  masters  of  coasters,  and  first  mates  of  the  Lger  vessels  4 s 6 d 
to  mates  petty  officers,  and  seamen,  some  4s„  some  sfej.  and  some  3 s’  ... 
per  month;  while  widows  of  60  years  or  upwards  anrl  In  vino-  1 i ’ $ee  ^ues  and 
l^years  of  age,  have  an  aidJlS0^^  SS?*” 

Tnthe ?Fe’  of^pefal  ChS^by  the^Siffi^  CmpTaSn" 

i?™’  ,Lond“cMatme  Institution,  Merchant  Seamen’s  Asylum  at 
S f fife’  f dt0  *be  Society  for  fite  Preservation  of  Life  from  ShiCrfct 
Chinch  pebdf  °f  I*6  f'6cS  °1  Icebound  Whale  Ships,  to  Bethnal-green  New 
ohurch  Fund,  and  to  the  Sunday  Episcopal  Floating  Church  Society®^ 

has  bfeQ  made>  by  almost  every  witness  examined,  to  the  annli 
Committee™7  fortlon  °f. the  Light  Dues  to  charitable  purposes;  and  Your 
ommittee,  not  questioning  the  immediate  application  of  these  monies  but 

coUefdoffonm110^16  °f™y  .sach.  aPPbcation  under  the  present  system  of 
collection,  concur  in  opinion  with  them.  J 

the  w-inif  CKC°?1?ittee  T Porei^  Trade’  in  I822’  investigated  the  right  of 
the  af  yeBfr?  apply  fe  SUIplus  LiSht  Dues>  and  recommended  that 

reducTto  ifoooll  year0”  ' " “ **  yeaJ  Sh°uld  be  Sraduall>’ 

Trf  elt24’  tb?  Tri?it3r  Corperatieu  laid  before  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
of  tb.  c'  °pm“n  of  tb?  ^.t11  Mt°™y  and  Solicitor  General  as  to  the  right 
of  the  Corporation  to  distribute  the  surplus  Light  Dues  in  charity  ■ and  they 

^ttee  fa  Tsqf  t0  6 SU?b,diStri5?tion  eTer  siace>  though  the  Select  Com- 
™rDl,is  D,!f  Vemnimendr  ^ dlfon!“uance  of  that  system,  and  that  all 
surplus  Dues  should  be  applied  in  reduction  of  the  future  Dues. 

it  may  be  observed  that,  in  consequence  of  the  recommendations  of  that 
Committee  as  to  the  discontinuance  of  such  distribution  of  surpL  Duet 

TreSZ  tbe  Tri?itL  Board> itt  183s-  addressed  the  Lords  of  the 

rteasury  on  that  subject,  stating,  that  “ the  grant  of  small  pensions  to  those  „ D „ „ 

classes  of  persons  has  at  all  times  been  a prominent  feature  in  the  trails-  fsif  '1'  l6+ 

„ “?„0QS  of ‘be  Trinity  House;  and  the  relief  of  the  poor  mariners,  thefr 
widows  and  orphans,  is  expressly  stated  fa  the  last  charter  of  incorporation, 

7'  d 2 ->  b’ 
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“ by  James  2,  to  be  one  of  the  essential  objects  of  the  institution.  The  opinion 
“ which  the  Elder  Brethren  have  always  entertained  of  the  legality  of  the 
C!  appropriation  of  their  surplus  revenues  from  Light  Dues  to  that  laudable 
“ purpose  has  been  confirmed  by  the  opinion  of  eminent  counsel ; and  in 
“ the  early  patents  granted  to  the  Trinity  House  for  Light  Dues,  that 
“ application  was  expressly  enjoined.” 

Your  Committee,  without  taking  upon  themselves  to  decide  the  legal  question 
adverted  to  in  the  Evidence  of  Mr.  Teesdale,  after  mature  deliberation,  are 
Q.  4770  to  4.877.  0f  opinion,  that  all  Pensions  and  Charitable  Allowances  now  paid  by  the 
Trinity  Corporation  out  of  the  Surplus  Light  Dues  (except  retiring  pensions 
to  servants  belonging  to  the  Establishment)  shall  cease  with  the  lives  of  the 
individuals  now  on  the  Pension  List : and  that  the  sums  requisite  to  pay 
such  pensions  be  provided  for  by  Parliament. 

At  the  same  time,  Your  Committee,  whilst  they  express  their  decided  opinion 
(that  no  more  money  ought  to  be  distributed  from  the  surplus  Light  Dues 
in  charity  by  the  Trinity  Board),  do  strongly  recommend  that  a comprehen- 
sive measure  be  brought  forward  by  Government,  to  form  a fund  for  the 
relief  and  support  of  all  destitute  and  aged  masters,  mates,  and  seamen  of 
the  Merchant  Service,  their  widows  and  children,  upon  a scale  adequate  to 
their  wants,  and  Your  Committee  have  to  state  with  much  satisfaction,  that 
the  shipowners  examined  by  the  Committee,  whilst  objecting  to  any  part  of 
the  Light  Dues  being  distributed  in  charity,  declared  themselves  willing  to 
contribute  to  any  such  charitable  fund  as  would  hold  out  to  all  British  merchant 
seamen  liberal  inducement  to  remain  in  the  service  of  their  country,  by  entitling 
them  to  receive  relief  from  that  fund  under  sickness  and  accident,  and  also 
support  in  old  age  for  themselves  and  families. 


Economy  in  the  Maintenance  of  the  Lights. 

Your  Committee  has  already  expressed  an  opinion  that  the  Public  General 
lights  are  efficient  in  brilliancy ; but  it  is  difficult  to  ascertain  correctly  how 
far  the  several  expenses  for  the  buildings,  fittings,  stores,  attendants,  wages, 
&c.  are  regulated  with  due  economy  or  not.  Several  witnesses  have  complained 
of  the  lavish  expense  in  maintaining  the  Lighthouses,  and  of  the  large  establish- 
ments kept  up  to  manage  them ; but,  whether  any  change  be  made  in  the  mode 
of  supplying  the  funds  to  maintain  the  Lighthouses,  or  whether  the  present 
mode  shall  continue,  Your  Committee  must  express  a strong  opinion  that  every 
possible  reduction  of  the  expenses  ought  to  be  made  consistent  with  the  efficiency 
of  the  Lights,  and  the  comforts  of  the  attendants. 

A comparison  of  the  expense  of  the  Lighthouses  in  the  United  States  of 
America,  in  France,  and  in  this  country,  has  been  attempted ; but  unless  the 
circumstances,  as  regards  the  number  and  sizes  of  the  burners,  the  price  of  the 
stores,,  wages,  &c.  can  be  ascertained  to  be  nearly  the  same  in  the  different 
countries,  any  conclusion  drawn  from  such  comparison  must  necessarily  be 
unsatisfactory : however,  as  it  is  admitted  that  the  Lights  on  the  coasts  of 
France  are  good,  and  that  those  of  the  United  States  of  America  are  little 
inferior  to  those  of  Great  Britain,  we  may  take  the  expenses  incurred  in  those 
countries  as  an  approximation  to  the  adequate  and  proper  charge. 

There  is  before  the  Committee  an  official  document  from  France,  an  “Estimate 
for  the  Lighthouse  Department”  in  that  country  for  the  year  1839,  in  which 
amounts  are  stated  under  the  several  heads  of  oil,  stores,  &c.  required  for  each 
Lighthouse,  which  afford  tolerable  data  for  a comparison  of  the  expenses. 

All  the  Lighthouses  in  France,  Public  General,  and  Harbour  Lights,  are  under 
One  Board  in  Paris,  and  contracts  for  oil  and  for  all  kinds  of  stores  are  made 
by  that  Board ; but  the  repairs  of  the  buildings  and  apparatus  of  the  Lights 
are  made  under  the  direction  of.  district  engineers  on  the  spot.  The  estimate 
for  the  year  1839,  for  the  52  Public  General,  and  101  Harbour  Lights,  amounted 
to  only  355,446  francs,  being  equal  to  about  14,216 1.  sterling,  a sum  less  than 
what  is  paid  for  the  mere  collection  of  the  Light  Dues  in  the  United  Kingdom. 

The  following  extract  of  the  estimated  charge  for  one  Light  of  each  of  the 
four  classes  used  in  France  will  show  what  the  expense  is  as  compared  with  the 
expense  in  England  : — 
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E rSfiif  UghtkouMs  on  the  Channel  Coast,  translated  from  the  Estimate! 

ffi™  1 ,hi  the  lighthouses  on  the  lineh  Coasts:  printed  by  t£ 

Direction-  Generate  des  Ponts,  et  Chausses , et  des  Mines,  in  1S38.  ^ 


— 

■WAGES. 

OIL. 

j 

COALS. 

STORES. 

TOTAL 
OP  EVERT 
EXPEXSE. 

First  Class  : 

At  Cape  Grinez ; short 
eclipse. 

- - 3 men,  at  26 /.  and  , 
24 /.  each ; 74 1, 

£. 

155 

s.  d. 

14  ~ 

£.  s.  d. 
8 - - | 

£. 

10 

s.  d. 
18  - 

£.  s.  d. 
300  3 - 

Second  Class : 

Cape  Carteret;  rotatory 
Third  Class  : 

- - 3 men,  at  24 /.  and 
20/.;  64/. 

109 

12  - 

8 - - ' 

9 

232  10  - 

Cai'eux ; short  eclipse  - 
Fourth  Class : 

- - 2 men,  at  26/.  and 
24/.;  50/. 

41 

12  - 

2 - - 

5 

17  - j 

I 

140  13  - 

"West  Light,  Dieppe ; 
tide  light. 

1 man,  at  24  /. 

2 

18  - 

2 - - I 

1 

15  - ! 
1 

37  15  - 

It  is  to  be  observed  that  for  many  years  the  French  have  used  for  their  Lights 
Colza  or  rapeseed  od,  which  costs  about  3 s.  8tl.  a gallon,  whilst  in  England  the 
best  sperm  oil  is  used,  which  costs  from  5s.  to  8s.  per  gallon ; the  price  of  oil 
“,™e.  mus*  ™ake  a considerable  difference  in  the  expense  of  maintenance.  Mr 
Wilkins,  of  Long  Acre,  a Lighthouse  Lamp  Manufacturer,  has  invented  a lamp 
oi  peculiar  construction,  in  which  he  burns  rapeseed  oil;  and  he  has  offered  to 
siipply  and  maintain  a Lighthouse  of  1 5 burners,  providing  lamps,  oil,  and 
everything  necessary  to  maintain  the  Light,  exclusive  of  wages  and  furniture  for 
the  Lighthouse,  at  the  rate  of  1511.  9s.  for  12  months.  He  says  that  half  the 
expense  of  the  oil  for  Lights  would  be  saved  by  using  the  rapeseed  oil.  But  it 
will  be  seen  that  Mr.  Halpin  states  that  about  one-sixth  more  of  rapeseed  oil 
than  sperm  oil  is  consumed  in  the  same  time,  and  that  in  his  opinion  the 
saving  will  not  be  so  much.  Mr.  Wilkins  states,  in  proof  of  his  opinion,  that 
he  has,  tor  some  years  past,  supplied  rapeseed  oil  to  several  Lights  abroad,  the 
Light  at  Dover,  the  Tees  Navigation  Lights,  the  Light  at  the  Nore,  and  at 
other  places  where  the  rapeseed  oil  has  given  a brilliant  light,  and  is  spoken 
of  confidently  as  likely  to  afford  a great  saving. 

Your  Committee  consider  that  after  such  experience  the  public  Lights  in  this 
country  may  safely  be  tried  with  that  oil,  with  the  view  of  economy.  By  reference 
to  the  Appendix  for  an  example,  it  appears  that  the  whole  ordinary  expense  of 
the  Mamborough  Light  was  701 ?.  in  the  year  1843,  and  of  that  sum  303?.  was 
or  oil.  The  Dungeness  Light  cost  532?.  for  ordinary  maintenance,  and  the 
oil  cost  229?.  of  that  sum.  But  the  comparison  of  aggregate  expense,  when 
•applied  to  any  other  charges  than  the  mere  expense  of  oil  and  lighting  stores, 
is  fallacious,  because  establishment  of  keepers  and  other  expenses  must  be 
the  same,  whether  the  number  of  burners  be  the  more  or  less ; and  Mr.  Her- 
bert states  that  there  is  no  certain  standard  of  comparison  applicable  to  any 
other  charges  there.  AtPakefield,  for  example,  one  burner  is  kept,  but  the  ser- 
vants to  attend  it,  viz.  a principal  and  assistant,  are  as  many  as  at  Beachy 
Head,  where  there  are  30  burners.  J 


In  the  United  States,  a Committee  of  Congress  has  reported  on  their  Light- 
house Establishment,  and  have  stated  that  their  expenditure  for  their  2/2 
lights  in  1842  was  only  85,724  ?.  Whilst  the  amount  of  508  ?.  was  the  average 
charge  in  1832  for  each  of  the  Land  Lights  in  the  United  Kingdom,  the  average 
expense  in  the  United  States  was  only  190?.  sterling;  but,  as  has  been  already 
stated,  entire  reliance  cannot  be  placed  on  this  comparison  until  the  whole  of 
tne  circumstances  are  more  fully  ascertained. 

It  is  proper  to  observe,  that  that  Committee  in  the  United  States  made  ex- 
periments as  to  the  power  of  illumination,  by  lard,  by  sperm  oil,  and  by  gas 
from  resin,  and  the  result  would  warrant  the  belief  that  a great  saving  miaht 
6v‘-  a 3 “be 
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be  effected  in  our  Lighthouses  by  the  use  of  lard  oil,  gas  from  resin,  or  of 
other  substitutes  for  sperm  oil ; and  the  result  of  these  experiments  is  stated 
to  have  been, 

that  3'05  burners  using  lard  - - cost  32‘49  cents')  And  burnt  for  the  whole 

5-00  ditto  - - - resin  gas  „ 88‘47  „ Vniglit,  giving  the  same  degree 

lO’OO  ditto  - - - sperm  oil  „ 105‘95  „ J of  light. 

Your  Committee  would  suggest  similar  trials  to  be  made  in  this  country. 

Your  Committee  have  also  to  state,  that  a calculation  was  made  by  Mr.  Alan 
Stevenson  of  the  average  cost  per  burner,  of  the  public  Lights  in  Scotland, 
including  all  the  requisite  stores  for  maintenance.  Mr.  Halpin,  of  the  Ballast 
Board,  has  done  the  same  for  the  Lights  in  Ireland,  and  Mr.  Herbert  for 
those  in  England,  and  the  following  Table,  combining  the  calculations  of  these 
three  gentlemen,  affords  a comparison  of  the  expenses  in  each  kingdom. 

Comparative  Statement  respecting  Lighthouses  in  England , Scotland,  and  Ireland,  from 
Accounts  and  Statements  laid  before  this  Committee. 


Years. 

j Number  of 
Light- 
houses. 

; Number  j 
1 of 
1 Burners. 

Average 
Number  of . 

Burners  ! 
per  Tower,  j 

Average  Charge 
per  Burner. 

Average  Charge 
Lighthouse. 

England;  General  Coast  Lights 

1843 

67 

864  j 

13 

£.  s.  d. 
31  14  6 

£.  s.  d. 
409  - - 

Scotland  - - ditto  - 

1843 

26 

456 

17  1 

29  13  - 

616  - - 

[Ireland  - - ditto  - 

1844 

27 

540 

20 

22  13  9 

454  - - 

[Ditto ; Harbour  Lights 

1844 

29  , 

216 

7J 

26  4 - 

195  - - 

Total  - 

- 

149  j 

2,076 

Trinity  House,  London,  \ 

24  July  1845.  J Herbert,  Secretary. 


This  statement  is  important,  with  a view  to  form  some  estimate  of  what  the 
charge  for  maintaining  the  whole  of  the  Lights  in  the  United  Kingdom  would 
be,  if  no  reduction  from  the  present  prices  of  oil  and  other  stores  can  he 
made. 

In  18  34,  of  all  the  Public  General  Coast  Lights,  the  sum  of  508  Z.  was  the 
average  charge  for  each  Light  in  the  year.  By  the  above  statement  for  1844, 
taking  an  average  of  all  the  Public  General  Coast  Lights,  the  sum  of  459 1 is 
the  charge  per  Light ; and  thus  for  the  whole  of  the  121  Public  General  Lights, 
the  sum  of  55,539/.  would  suffice,  in  future,  to  maintain  them.  If  the  29 
Floating  Lights  be  taken  at  1,200  Z.  a year,  the  sum  of  34,800  Z.  would  he 
required  to  maintain  them ; and  these  two  classes  of  Lights  (in  number  150) 
would  consequently  require  90,339 /.  to  maintain  them  the  whole  year.  The 
charge  for  the  managing  establishment,  if  the  whole  of  the  Lights  be  united 
under  one,  would  be  small  when  compared  with  the  gross  amount  of  356,905/.* 
paid  in  1843.  And  Your  Committee  are  of  opinion  that  the  relief  to  the 
Shipping,  the  benefit  to  the  Coasting  Trade,  and  the  advantage  to  the  Naval 
Service,  by  taking  off  the  Light  Dues  altogether  from  the  Commercial  Shipping, 
and  paying  the  expense  of  maintenance  from  the  Treasury,  would  be  great, 
and  is  most  desirable  to  be  effected. 

. attention  of  Your  Committee  has  been  called  to  the  erection  of  Fixed 
Lighthouses  where  Floating  Lights  are  now  maintained,  and  to  the  substitution 
of  Iron,  for  Stone  and  Brick  Houses ; and  there  is  reason  to  believe  that  a 
considerable  reduction  of  expense  in  the  Light  Department  may  be  effected  by 
the  adoption  in  part  of  these  improvements. 

Your  Committee  directs  particular  attention  to  the  Evidence  of  Mr.  Alexander 
Mitchen,  civil  engineer,  whose  invention  of  the  screw-pile,  the  efficiency  of 
which  has  been  tested  for  some  time  in  one  or  two  places,  recommends  itself 
as  affording  the  means  of  substituting,  in  some  places,  Fixed  for  Floating 
Lights,  whereby  the  double  advantage  of  increased  security  aud  efficiency  of 

Light, 
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Light,  and  a saving  of  expense,  both  as  regards  construction  and  maintenance 
may  be  obtained.  ’ 

For  details,  Your  Committee  refers  to  the  evidence  of  Mr.  Mitchell  and  to 
the  Appendix. 

The  success  of  Mr.  Alexander  Gordon,  civil  engineer,  in  the  construction  of 
Iron  Towers  for  Lighthouses,  has  already  attracted  public  attention  ; and  Your 
Committee  refer  to  his  Evidence,  and  to  the  Plans  in  the  Appendix,  for  the 
details  requisite  to  understand  the  alleged  advantages  that  would  be  derived 
trom  the  more  general  application  of  his  plan  to  the  purposes  of  Lights. 

Your  Committee  have  had  before  them  a correspondence  of  Mr.  Bush  civil 
engineer  respecting  the  erection  of  a Light  on  the  Good™  Sands,  and  have 
examined  him  thereon,  and  refer  to  the  Evidence  and  Appendix  for  the 


607. 
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PROCEEDINGS  OF  THE  COMMITTEE. 


Jovis , 10°  die  Julii,  1845. 


Present  : 


Lord  Palmerston. 
Mr.  Duncan. 

Mr.  Mitcalfe. 
Admiral  Dundas. 
Sir  George  Clerk. 


Mr.  Home,  in  the  Chair. 

Admiral  Bowles. 

Mr.  Chapman. 

Sir  Howard  Douglas. 
Mr.  Grogan. 

Mr.  Ross. 


The  Committee  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the  Resolutions  proposed  by  the- 

Chairman. 


Motion  made  and  question  put  and  agreed  to, 

1.  That,  according  to  the  Evidence  before  this  Committee,  the  public  general  Lights 
on  the  coast  of  England,  under  the  management  of  the  Trinity  House  in  tondon;  those 
on  the  coasts  of  Scotland,  under  the  management  of  the  Northern  Commissioners  in 
Edinburgh ; and  the  Lights  on  the  coast  of  Ireland,  under  the  management  of  the  Com- 
missioners of  the  Ballast  Board  in  Dublin,  are  all  maintained  in  an  efficient  state. 


Motion  made  and  question  put, 

2.  “That  all  public  and  general  Lighthouses  and  Floating  Lights,  Buoys  and  Beacons 
in  the  United  Kingdom,  should  be  placed  under  the  management  of  one  Board,  resident  in 
London.” 

The  Committee  divided — 


Ayes,  6. 

Lord  Palmerston. 

Mr.  Duncan. 

Mr.  Mitcalfe. 

Admiral  Dundas. 
Admiral  Bowles. 

Sir  Howard  Douglas. 
So  it  passed  in  the  affirmative. 


Noes,  4. 

Sir  George  Clerk. 
Mr.  Chapman. 
Mr.  Grogan. 

Mr.  Ross. 


Motion  made  and  question  put, 

3.  “ That  the  Central  Board  in  London,  for  the  management  of  the  public  and  general 
Lights  on  the  coasts  of  the  United  Kingdom,  should  be  the  Trinity  Board  of  Deptford 
Stroud.”  r 

The  Committee  divided — 


Ayes,  6. 
Admiral  Dundas. 

Sir  George  Clerk. 
Admiral  Bowles. 

Mr.  Chapman. 

Sir  Howard  Douglas. 
Mr.  Ross. 

So  it  passed  in  the  affirmative. 


Noes,  4. 

Lord  Palmerston. 
Mr.  Duncan. 

Mr.  Mitcalfe. 

Mr.  Grogan. 


Motion  made  and  question  put  and  agreed  to, 

4.  " Thai  the  amount  paid  for  Light  Dues  presses  heavily  on  the  Commercial  Shipping 

of  this  Country,  especially  on  the  Coasting  Trade;  and  sound  policy  requires  that  every 
practicable  relief  should  be  given.”  J 

Motion  made  and  question  put, 

5.  “That  all  expenses  for  the  erection  and  maintenance  of  Lighthouses,  Floating  Lights 
Buoys,  and  Beacons  on  the  coasts  of  the  United  Kingdom  be  henceforth  defrayed0  out 
of  the  Public  Revenue;  and  that  as  the  Trinity  House  has  incurred  a debt  under  the 
authority  of  the  6 & 7 Wm.  4 c.  79,  in  purchasing  the  rights  of  private  individuals  for 
their  Jeases  and  possession  of  Lighthouses,  the  Government  ought  to  take  upon  it  that 
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The  Committee  divided — 

Noes,  4. 

Sir  Geor<>e  Clerk. 
Admiral  Bowles. 
Mr.  Chapman. 
Mr.  Ross. 


So  it  passed  in  the  affirmative. 

Motion  made  and  question  put  and  agreed  to, 

6.  “That  all  pensions  and  charity  allowances  now  paid  bv  the  Trinity  C01  potation 

rom  tne  surplus  Light  Dues,  (except  retiring  pensions  to  servants  belonging  to  th.-  esta- 
blishment,) shall  cease  with  the  lives  of  the  individuals  now  on  the  pension  list  • and 
tliai  the  sums  requisite  to  pay  such  pensions  be  provided  for  by  Parliament.”  ’ 

Motion  made  and  question  put  and  agreed  to, 

7.  “That  this  Committee,  whilst  they  express  their  decided  opinion  that  no  more 

money  should  be  distributed  from  the  surplus  Light  Dues  in  charity  by  the  Trinity  House 
Board,  (except  to  those  already  on  the  list  of  pensioners,)  do  strongly  recommend  that  a 
comprehensive  measure  be  brought  forward  by  Government,  to  form  a fund  for  the  relief 
and  support  of  all  destitute  and  aged  masters,  mates,  and  seamen  of  the  merchant  service 
their  widows  and  children,  upon  a scale  adequate  to  the  wants  of  the  mercantile  seamen’ 
who  have  hitherto  been  neglected that  the  shipowners  examined  by  this  000111111166’ 
whilst  they  objected  to  any  portion  of  the  Light  Dues  being  distributed  in  charity  seemed’ 
w illing  to  contribute  to  such  a charitable  fund  as  would  hold  out  to  all  British  merchant 
seamen  liberal  inducement  to  remain  in  the  service  of  their  country,  so  as  to  acquire  a 
claim  to  receive  from  that  fund  relief  under  sickness  and  accident,  and  support  in  old  age 
for  themselves  and  families.”  6 


Ayes,  b. 

Lord  Palmerston. 
Mr.  Duncan. 

Mr.  Mitcalfe. 
Admiral  Dundas. 

Sir  Howard  Douglas. 
Mr.  Grogan. 


Motion  made  and  question  put. 


8.  “That  in  future  one-third  of  the  Members  of  the  Board  of  the  Trinity  House  of 
Deptford  Strond  be  nominated  by  the  Crown.” 


The  Committee  divided — 
Ayes,  6. 

Lord  Palmerston. 
Mr.  Duncan. 

Mr.  Mitcalfe. 
Admiral  Dundas. 
Admiral  Bowles. 
Mr.  Ross. 


Noes,  3. 

Sir  George  Clerk. 

Mr.  Chapman. 

Sir  Howard  Douglas. 


So  it  passed  in  the  affirmative. 

Motion  made  (Sir  George  Clerk)  and  question  put, 

“That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Committee  that  the  necessary  funds  required  for  the 
erection  and  maintenance  of  the  Lighthouses  on  the  coasts  of  the  United  Kingdom  should 
continue  to  be  raised  by  a toll  on  all  vessels  passing  and  deriving  benefit  from  'such  Lights, 
but  that  with  the  view  of  affording  relief  10  the  commercial  shipping  of  the  country,  the 
earliest  opportunity  should  be  taken  of  reducing  such  tolls  to  the  lowest  scales  consistent 
with  the  efficiency  of  the  Lights,  Buoys,  and  Beacons. 


The  Committee  divided — 
Ayes,  3. 

Sir  George  Clerk. 
Admiral  Bowles. 
Mr.  Chapman. 


Noes,  4. 

Lord  Palmerston. 
Mr.  Duncan. 

Mr.  Mitcalfe. 
Admiral  Dundas. 


So  it  passed  in  the  negative. 

Committee  adjourned  until  the  Chairman  should  prepare  Draft  of  Report  embodying 
these  Resolutions. 


Luna,  28 * die  Julii , 1845. 


Present : 

Mr.  Hume,  in  the  Chair. 

Sir  George  Clerk. 

Mr.  Chapman. 

Lord  Palmerston, 

Mr.  Duncan. 


Mr.  Mitcalfe. 

Mr.  Ross. 

Sir  Howard  Douglas. 


Report  proposed  by  the  Chairman  read. 

Several  amendments  made. 

[Adjourned  till  To-morrow,  at  One  o’clock. 


607. 
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PROCEEDINGS  OF  THE  COMMITTEE. 


Martis , 290  die  Julii,  1845. 


Present : 

Mr.  Hume,  in  the  Chair. 

Lord  Palmerston.  I Mr.  Dancombe. 

Sir  Gtorge  Clerk.  Sir  Howard  Douglas. 

Mr.  Chapman.  [ Admiral  Dundas. 

The  Committee  proceeded  with  the  consideration  of  the  proposed  Report. 

Several  amendments  made. 

[Adjourned  till  Thursday,  at  One  o’clock.. 


Jovis , 3 1 0 die  Julii,  1 845. 


Present  : 


Mr.  Hume,  in  the  Chair. 


Sir  Howard  Douglas. 
Sir  George  Clerk. 

Mr.  Chapman. 
Admiral  Dundas. 


Mr.  Duncan. 
Lord  Palmerston. 
Admiral  Bowles. 
Mr.  Ross. 


The  Committee  proceeded  with  the  consideration  of  the  proposed  Report. 

Several  amendments  made. 

[Adjourned  till  To-morrow,  at  Half-past  One. 


Veneris,  i°  die  Augustii,  1845.. 


Present : 


Mr.  Hume,  in  the  Chair. 


Admiral  Dundas. 
Mr.  Duncan. 

Mr.  Ross. 

Proposed  Report  further  considered. 

Several  amendments  made. 

Report  agreed  to. 


Lord  ralmerston. 

Sir  George  Clerk. 

Sir  Howard  Douglas. 
Mr.  Chapman. 


To  Report. 


LIST 
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LIST  OF  WITNESSES. 


Lunce,  140  die  Aprilis,  1845. 
Sir  John  Henry  Pelly,  Bart.,  and  Jacob  Herbert,  Esq.  - 

Lurie,  21°  die  Aprilis , 1845. 
Jacob  Herbert,  Esq.  ______ 

Jovis,  24°  die  Aprilis,  1845. 
Jacob  Herbert,  Esq.  ______ 

Lunce,  28°  die  Aprilis,  1845. 
John  Mitchell,  Esq.  _______ 

Jacob  Herbert,  Esq.  ______ 


Jovis,  1°  die  Maii,  1845. 

Captain  George  Moore 
Mr.  William  Just 

Alan  Stevenson,  Esq.  ______ 


Alan  Stevenson,  Esq. 


Lunce,  50  die  Maii,  1 845. 


Jovis,  8°  die  Maii,  1 845. 

Arthur  Anderson,  Esq.  - 
Mr.  Joseph  Straker 


Lunce,  1 90  die  Maii,  1 845. 

Captain  Thomas  Ewing  _____ 

Captain  John  Kennedy  _____ 

Captain  J.  Washington,  r.  n. 


Jovis,  220  die  Maii,  1845. 

Captain  J.  Washington,  r.  n. 

Bernard  Hebeler,  Esq. 

Mr.  Duncan  Dunbar  ______ 

George  Frederick  Young,  Esq.  - 

Lunce,  26°  die  Maii,  1845. 

Mr.  Archibald  M'Murchy  _____ 
Alexander  Cuningham,  Esq  - 


Jovis,  2 90  die  Maii,  1845. 

Alexander  Cuningham,  Esq.  - 


Lunce,  20  die  Junii,  1845. 

Alexander  Cuningham,  Esq.  - 
Captain  Henry  Mangles  Denham,  r.  n.  - 
Mr.  William  Law  Ogilby  _____ 
607. 


p.  1 

P-  19 

P-  34 

P-  53 

p.  69 

p.  72 
p.  78 
p.  85 

p.  87 


p.  108 

p.  it8 


p.  125 
p.  128 
P-  133 


P-  143 
p.  151 
P-  153 
P-  164 


p.  160 


p.  163 


p.  174 


p.  185 
p.  190 
p.  196 
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LIST  OF  WITNESSES. 


Jovis,  5°  die  Junii,  1845. 

Mr.  James  Walker  - P-  200 

Mr.  Robert  Marshall  - --  --  --  --  - P-  “204 

Mr.  William  Phillipps  ----------  P-  209 

Luna,  90  die  Junii , 1845. 

Mr.  Robert  Wilkins  - --  --  --  --  - P-  213 

George  Frederick  Young,  Esq.  - - - - - “ ' " p.2i8 

James  Aikin,  Esq.  - --  --  --  --  - P-  222 

Mortis,  1 o°  die  Junii,  1 845. 

Henry  Cleaver  Chapman,  Esq.  - - P-  230 

Robert  Anderson,  Esq.  ---------  - P-242 

Jovis,  12°  die  Jvnii,  1845. 

Mr.  George  Burns  - --  --  --  --  - p.  249 

Charles  Wye  Williams,  Esq.  --------  p.  253 

Mr.  Watson  P-  259 

James  Aikin,  Esq.  - --  --  --  --  - p.  259 

William  Lord,  Esq.,  259 

Luna,  160  die  Junii,  1845. 

Alexander  Gordon,  Esq.  - --  --  --  --  p.  268 

Captain  Washington,  e.n.  - --  --  --  --  p.  276 

Richard  Willson,  Esq. p.  282 

Luna,  30°  die  Junii,  1845. 

Sir  John  Henry  Pelly,  Bart.  --------  - p.  288 

Jacob  Herbert,  Esq.  - --  --  --  --  - p.  300 

Alexander  Gordon,  Esq.  - p.  303 

Jovis,  30  die  Julii,  1845. 

Mr.  William  Just  - --  --  --  --  - p.  304 

John  Teesdale,  Esq.  - --  --  --  --  - p-  3°5 

Jacob  Herbert,  Esq.  - - - - - - “ “ “ “ P-31 4 

Mr.  William  Harris  Rayden  --------  - p-  3a5 

Mr.  William  Bush  - --  --  --  --  - p.  316 

Lima,  70  die  Julii,  1845. 

Mr.  Henry  Vereker  and  Mr.  George  Halpin,  jun.  -----  p.320 

Mr.  William  Bush  - p.  332 

Luna,  140  die  Julii,  1845. 

Mr.  Alexander  Mitchell  - --  --  --  --  P-  332 

Mr.  Henry  Vereker  and  Mr.  George  Halpin,  jun.  -----  p-  341 
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MINUTES  OE  EVIDENCE. 


Luna,  14°  die  Aprilis , 1845. 


MEMBERS  PRESENT. 


Mr.  Aaron  Chapman. 
Sir  George  Clerk. 
Mr.  Duncan. 

Admiral  Dundas. 

Mr.  Grogan. 


Sir  John  Hanmer. 
Mr.  Hastie. 

Mr.  Hume. 

Mr.  Mi  teal  fe. 

Mr.  Somes. 


JOSEPH  HUME,  Esq.  in  the  Chair. 


Sir  John  Henry  Petty,  Bart,  and  Jacob  Herbert,  Esq.  called  in ; and 
Examined. 

Chairman]  (To  Sir  John  Petty.)  You  are  now  Deputy  Master  of  the 
Trinity  House  t — I am. 

2.  You  were  examined  in  the  year  1834  by  the  Select  Committee  on  Light- 
houses ; have  you  been  deputy  master  ever  since  ? — Ever  since 

3-  You  are  cognizant  of  everything  that  has  been  done  with  respect  to  the 
lighthouses  since  that  period  ? — I am.  r 

4.  In  1835  did  you  draw  up  a paper  addressed  to  the  Lords  of  the  Treasury? 
—A  report  was  in  that  year  drawn  up  by  the  secretary,  under  my  directions 

5.  Was  that  paper  which  is  numbered  164  in  the  year  1835,  drawn  up  by 

your  directions  ? — It  was.  11 

f6-m the  m.inute  0f  the  6th  of  Febl’uary  1844,  and  of  the  4tlr 
ot  March  1845  ?— Those  minutes  also  were  drawn  up  by  the  secretary  under 
my  directions.  ‘ J 

7.  Have  any  alterations  been  made  in  consequence  of  the  recommendations 
of  the  Committee  of  1834  besides  those  detailed  in  those  three  papers  ? — None 
that  I recollect. 

8.  Does  the  Board  consist,  as  before,  of  honorary  and  acting  members  ? — Yes 

20  acting  and  11  honorary  members.  y 

9.  Do  those  honorary  members  take  any  part  in  the  duty  or  deliberations 
connected  with  the  department?— No,  they  do  not,  except  the  master  occa- 
sionally  when  he  attends. 

10.  Who  is  the  master  at  present?— The  Duke  of  Wellington. 

li  On  what  occasions  does  the  master  attend?— He  attends  on  Trinity 
Monday  generally,  and  m case  I should  happen  to  be  out  of  the  way,  ill  or 
otherwise ; there  are  many  things  that  cannot  be  done  without  either  the  master 
brothers  7 preSent  He  usuaU>r  attends  also  on  elections  of  new 

frequently attenllS  °nCe  ^ atteD<is  once  a Teari  and  sometimes  more 

13.  You  were  asked  before  whether  the  number  of  20  members  were  requi- 
site to  carry  on  the  details  of  the  department ; what  is  your  opinion  upon  that  J- 
W e are  so  constituted  under  the  charter.  1 

it  t.Do  in  Prac£cc’  find  that  that  number  is  requisite  to  do  the  business  ? 

At  times  they  are  all  employed. 

15.  How  are  they  divided  as  to  the  duties  !— There  is  a committee  for  light- 
houses; another  for  examining  masters  for  the  navy,  and  pilots;  another  for 
pdotage  generally;  also  one  for  pensioners,  and  one  for  the  ballast  depart- 
ment^ and  others  are  very  frequently  appointed  to  visit  and  inspect  the  works. 

•Y  which 


Sir  J.  II.  Pellg, 
Bait,  am! 

J.  Herbert,  Esq. 


14  April  1845. 
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Sir  .7.  H.  Pelty,  which  are  being  carried  on,  and  to  make  inquiries  at  our  ports  respecting 
Bart,  and  pilotage. 

J-  Herbert,  Esq.  16.  But  there  is  no  necessary  connexion  between  the  pilotage  and  the 
~ .j  management  of  the  lighthouses? — There  is  no  necessary  connexion  between 

14  April  j 45.  them,  any  further  than  that  the  Brethren  who  go  down  to  inspect  the  light- 
houses get  a great  deal  of  information  upon  the  subject  of  pilotage,  when  so 
employed,  and  in  laying  the  buoys  ; and  they  are  the  more  competent  then  to 
examine  the  pilots,  and  to  see  whether  they  are  qualified  as  to  their  knowledge 
of  the  different  channels. 

1 7.  As  to  the  lighthouses  themselves,  do  they  on  those  occasions  at  all  in- 
terfere ? — The  committees  that  go  down  to  visit  the  lights  make  reports  of  what 
they  think  is  necessary,  and  that  is  discussed  in  the  Court ; according  to  the 
constitution  it  is  necessary  that  there  should  be  a majority  of  members  of  the 

, Corporation,  that  is,  that  there  should  be  16  present  to  form  a Court. 

1 8.  That  is  at  Tower  Hill  ? — Yes. 

19.  What  number  forms  a committee  of  visitation  ? — According  to  circum- 
stances ; sometimes  three,  sometimes  four,  sometimes  five,  are  appointed. 

20.  During  the  last  year  how  many  visiting  committees  had  you  ? — They 
are  down  constantly  every  week  in  either  going  and  shifting  buoys,  seeing  that 
they  are  all  right  and  proper  in  their  situations,  -and  when  requisite,  to  see 
that  the  lights  are  supplied  with  oil  and  other  stores.  They  go  round  and 
inspect,  and  report  everything  that  is  going  on  respecting  them. 

2 1 . Have  not  you  an  agent  residing  on  the  spot,  generally  superintending 
the  supply  of  stores,  and  only  seeing  that  the  duty  is  performed  by  the  keepers  ? 
— There  are  in  some  cases  local  agents,  but  they  have  been  very  much  diminished 
of  late. 

22.  Is  it  necessary  to  have  any  interference  on  the  part  of  the  members  in 
regard  to  the  supply  of  stores ; is  not  all  that  done  through  the  secretary  and 
the  agent  and  the  keeper  ? — It  might  be  done  through  the  yacht  establishment 
without  the  members  going,  but  I attach  great  importance  to  their  visiting 
all  those  places,  and  thereby  making  themselves  perfect  masters  of  everything 
that  is  going  on. 

23.  Taking  the  last  year,  how  many  lighthouses  have  been  examined  ? — All ; 
and  I should  think  the  greater  part  more  than  once. 

24.  By  the  members  in  the  yacht  ? — Yes. 

25.  Does  any  professional  engineer  or  man  of  science  accompany  thorn  ? — 
Not  accompany  them  in  their  visitations. 

26.  Is  there  any  one  who  attends  at  the  visits  of  the  lighthouses  ?— No  engi- 
neer. If  there  is  anything  wanting  to  be  done  in  engineering  we  apply  to  Mr. 
Walker,  and  he  visits  them  if  necessary. 

27.  Who  is  the  scientific  man  employed  by  you  in  the  department  of  the 
lights  ? — Mr.  Walker,  as  far  as  engineering  goes,  and  Mr.  Faraday  in  any 
matter  relating  to  scientific  subjects  in  connexion  with  the  lights. 

28.  Do  you  avail  yourselves  of  Mr.  Walker’s  assistance  to  visit  every  light, 
or  only  occasionally  when  wanted  ? — Only  occasionally  when  wanted  to  be 
reported  upon. 

29.  Do  you  consider  that  the  class  of  persons  of  whom  your  Board  is  com- 
posed, who  are  generally  captains  of  ships,  are  the  best  qualified  to  carry  on 
the  superintendence  of  the  lights  ? — Whether  they  are  the  best  or  not  may  be 
a question,  but  I think  they  are  thoroughly  well  qualified  to  do  it.  I think 
that  the  efficient  state  that  the  lights  are  in,  shows  that  they  are  qualified. 

30.  Are  you  aware  that  in  Scotland  the  lights  are  superintended  by  the  magis- 
trates of  the  two  principal  cities,  and  by  the  sheriffs  of  the  counties  ? — I am.' 

31.  Have  you  visited  any  Scotch  lights  along  with  them? — I have  visited 
them  all  myself. 

32.  With  them  ? — No. 

33.  Do  you  consider  so  many  members  as  you  have  to  be  requisite  for  the 
duties  connected  with  the  lighthouses,  both  upon  the  visitations  and  at  Tower 
Hill  ? I do  not  mean  to  say  that  the  work  might  not  be  carried  on  by 
fewer,  but  there  are  many  other  duties  to  be  performed. 

34.  Each  of  the  20  is  paid  an  annual  salary  ?— They  have  each  a salary. 

35.  Have  they  any  allowances  ?- Originally  there  were  certain  fees  that 
were  paid  to  the  Corporation  of  the  TrinityHouse  from  foreign  vessels.  When 
the  reciprocity  system  was  about  to  be  carried  into  effect,  an  Act  of  Parlia- 
ment 
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ment  was  passed,  by  which,  instead  of  those  fees,  which  had  been  the  propertv 
of  the  Elder  Brethren  of  the  Corporation  from  time  immemorial,  they  were 
allowed  to  take  7,000 1.  a year  in  lieu  thereof,  to  be  divided  among  themselves 
Perhaps  that  ought  to  have  been  taken  out  of  the  Consolidated  Fund  It  had 
nothing  to  dc  with  the  light  dues  ; it  was  for  the  general  benefit  of  the  country 
They  had  much  more  than  7,0001.  a year  by  the  fees  they  were  entitled  to  from 
time  immemorial,  but  in  lieu  of  that  they  were  allowed  to  take  7 0001  a year 
from  the  funds  of  the  Corporation.  • ‘ 

36.  Does  that  7,000/.  a year  cover  all  the  expenses  and  emoluments 5 Alt 

he  emoluments  of  the  Brethren. 

37.  That  has  continued  now  to  be  taken  from  the  lighthouse  dues  ? It  is 

token  from  the  funds  of  the  corporation  generally ; and  the  claims  of  the 
Trinity  House  upon  the  Consolidated  Fund  have  all  ceased. 

Have  not  the  payments  under  the  reciprocity  treaties  all  ceased  ? — The 
additional  charges  have  all  ceased;  that  is  to  say,  all  that  we  had  under  the 
double  dues  from  foreigners  has  ceased. 

39.  You.  say,  that  by  the  charter  your  Corporation  consists  of  31 : do  vou 
consider  that  that  number  might  be  advantageously  reduced  ? — I think  not  • I 
do  not  see  that  any  advantage  would  result  from  reducing  it. 

Jou  “f.  aware  that  the  Committee  of  1834  recommended  that  all  the 
hghts  then  held  by  mdmduals  under  lease  from  the  Trinity  House,  and  under 
lease  from  the  Treasury,  and  also  by  Act  of  Parliament,  should  be  purchased 
assoon  as  possdfie  ; can  you  state  why  those  purchases  were  delayed  so  long  ? 
—lhe  Act  for  purchasing  them  passed  in  1836.  There  were  great  difficulties 
m treating  with  the  mdmduals,  because  we  had  to  treat  with  them  first  of  all. 
mere  is  a very  voluminous  correspondence  upon  the  subject. 

1 ito  slTPi!arei  bjr  a ?™uteread  by  you,  before  alluded  to,  that  the  suni  of 
1,182,5451.  has  been  paid  for  the  purchase  of  10  lights;  does  that  include  the 
whole  of  the  fights  held  by  individuals  i— Yes. 

42.  It  appears  that  those  remaining  under  lease  from  the  Trinity  House 
were  purchased;  will  you  state  the  principle  generally  on  which  those  lights 
were  bought  ?— My  own  opinion  was,  that  a property  of  that  description,  such 
as  the  Longships  and  the  Smalls,  being  out  in  the  ocean,  and  subject  to  being 
destroyed,  was  of  such  a nature  that  a man  ought  to  make  six  per  cent  for  liis 
money  in  purchasing  them.  1 did  not  consider  them  myself  worth  more  than 
16  r years  purchase.  They  were  tenants  of  the  Corporation,  and  they  came  into 
the  terms  proposed.  1 

43-  Then  the  Longships  and  the  Smalls  were  both  purchased  at  that  rate'- 

They  were,  or  nearly  so. 

44-  It  appears  from  your  statement,  which  is  now  before  the  Committee,  that 

the  Longships  increased  from  5,736 7 in  1832,  to  6,3007  in  1842;  did  you 
purchase  them  on  the  rental  of  1832,  of  5,736 7 1—  Yes  ' 

45-  Making  40,6967  paid  for  them?— Yes. 

. The  amount  of  the  Smalls  appears  to  have  been  11,1427  in  1834  and 
mcreased  to  12,7757  in  1842  ; did  you  pay  16}  years’  purchase  for  that  f— 

47-  That  gives  170,4687  ?— £ . 170,468  was  the  money  paid  for  it. 

4».  There  is  another  class,  Winterton  and  Orford,  Harwich,  Dungeness,  and 
Hunstanton  ; upon  what  principle  were  they  purchased,  they  being  leases  held 
irom  the  Crown-— The  proprietors  fancied  that,  according  to  the  value  of 
money  at  that  time,  they  would  have  a right  to  have  them  valued  after  the  rate 
ot  three  per  cent. ; they  considered  that  the  funds  yielding  very  little  more  than 
three  per  cent.,  they  ought  to  have  been  placed  in  the  same  situation,  but  it 
was  ultanately  agreed  to  give  them  after  the  rate  of  four  and  a half  per  cent 
49-  The  purchase  was  made  at  that  rate  i— It  was. 

. 5?"  ®,einS  23}  years’  purchase? — Yes.  Parliament  had  consented  to  pay 
to  the  Crown  300,000  7 for  its  perpetuity  interest,  which  was  pretty  nearly 

valuing  money  after  the  rate  of  five  per  cent. 

51.  Might  not  you,  with  the  sanction  of  the  Treasury,  have  reduced  those 
rates,  supposing  the  lease  had  remained  in  the  hands  of  those  parties  ?— Decid- 
e(Uy  not;  they  were  confirmed  to  them;  they  were  leases  from  the  Crown, 
which  it  was  acknowledged  that  the  Crown  had  a right  to  grant.  The  Crown 
naa  a right  to  the  perpetuity  in  those  lights,  and  the  country  paid  to  the  Crown 
°-3b-  a 2 for 


Sir  J.  H.  Pelli/, 
Bart,  and 
J.  Herbert,  Esq’. 

14  April  1845.- 
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Sir  J.  H.  Felly, 
Bart,  and 
J.  Herbert,  Esq. 

April  1 845. 


for  their  perpetuity  interest.  But  the  lessees  were,  by  the  Act  of  Parliament, 
to  be  compensated  for  their  interest  during  the  remainder  of  the  lease. 

52.  Was  not  the  purchase  of  those  lights  recommended,  upon  the  ground 
that  you  could  not  make  any  reduction  in  those  light  dues,  as  stated  before  the 
Committee  in  1834,  unless  you  purchased  the  lights  ? — It  was  ; we  had  no  power 
over  them  but  by  purchasing  them. 

53.  With  respect  to  the  lights  that  were  under  your  own  charge,  you  had 
made  very  considerable  reductions  in  the  dues  up  to  1834? — We  relieved 
vessels  in  ballast,  and  we  relieved  vessels  coming  in,  in  distress. 

54.  But  you  could  not  relieve  them  from  the  charges  of  those  other  lights  } 
— Decidedly  not  till  they  came  into  our  possession. 

55.  You  were  obliged  to  buy  those  lights  up,  in  order  to  be  able  to  make  a 
reduction,  if  necessary,  to  ships  ? — Certainly. 

56.  It  appears  that  Winterton  Light  had  12  years  and  5 months  to  run,  for 
which  you  paid  37,896  1. 1 — Yes. 

57.  Is  not  that  one  of  the  lights  as  to  which  the  Committee  of  the  House  of 
•Commons  in  1822  and  in  1824  recommended  that  it  should  not  be  renewed, 
and  as  to  which  also  you,  the  Trinity  House,  sent  a representation  to  the  Trea- 
sury that  it  should  not  be  renewed  when  the  lease,  then  existing,  expired  in 
1827  ?■ — Yes,  the  Winterton  and  Orford,  the  Harwich,  the  Dungeness,  and  the 
Hunstanton. 

58.  Then  are  the  Committee  to  understand  that  the  renewal  of  those  leases 
to  those  individuals  was  against  the  opinion  of  the  Trinity  House,  and  against 
the  recommendation  of  the  two  preceding  Committees  ? — It  was. 

59.  Consequently  the  37,000?.  which  has  been  paid  for  Winterton,  the 
31,000/.  which  has  been  paid  for  Harwich,  the  20,000?.  that  has  been  paid  for 
Dungeness,  and  the  1 ,605  ?.  that  has  been  paid  for  Hunstanton,  for  the  remainder 
of  the  leases,  is  all  loss  to  the  public  ? — I cannot  say  that,  if  they  could  not  have 
induced  them  to  give  up  their  rights. 

60.  Would  not  all  those  lights  have  fallen  into  the  Crown  in  1827,  if  the 
leases  had  not  been  renewed? — Yes. 

61.  By  that  means  would  not  all  the  money  they  have  received  from  1827, 
including  this  purchase-money,  have  been  saved  ? — I do  not  know.  Perhaps 
the  Crown  might  have  taken  it.  The  Crown  took  during  that  period  one-half 
of  the  Winterton,  Orford,  and  Dungeness,  and  three-fifths  of  the  Harwich. 

62.  You  mean  that  on  renewing  the  leases  in  1827,  they  directed  a reduction 
in  the  rates  to  take  place,  and  the  receipts  upon  the  reduced  rates  to  be  divided 
between  the  Crown  and  the  lessee  ? — Yes,  in  those  proportions. 

63.  But  the  renewing  of  those  leases  in  1827,  against  the  recommendation 
of  two  Committees  of  the  House  of  Commons  and  against  your  own  repeated 
protests  at  the  Trinity  House,  has  occasioned  that  great  loss  to  the  public  ? — 
If  we  could  have  got  the  lights  for  nothing,  the  Corporation  of  the  Trinity 
House  would  have  had  the  benefit  of  it,  and  we  should  not  have  had  to  pay  that 
sum  of  money. 

64.  Then  the  whole  of  that  money,  from  1827,  has  gone  into  the  pockets  of 
individuals  ? — It  was  divided,  as  before  stated,  between  the  Crown  and  the  lessees 
up  to  the  1st  January  1837. 

65.  What  was  the  principle  upon  which  the  Tynemouth,  the  Spurn,  and  the 
Skerries,  three  lights  secured  by  Act  of  Parliament,  were  purchased  ?— 23 1 
years’  purchase  for  the  two  first  and  22  years’  for  the  Skerries. 

66.  I observe  that  two  of  them,  the  Spurn  and  the  Skerries,  were  decided  by 
a jury  ? — Yes. 

67.  On  what  principle  was  the  decision  made? — Twenty-three  and  a half  for 
the  Tynemouth  and  Spurn,  and  22  for  the  Skerries. 

68.  The  amount  paid  for  the  Tynemouth  Light  is  124,678/.  and  309,531  ?.  for 
the  Spurn,  and  444,984  ?.  for  the  Skerries  ; that  was  at  the  rate  of  23 i years’ 
purchase  ? — That  is  so,  as  regards  the  two  first  named. 

69.  Was  that  calculation  made  on  the  amount  of  the  duties  in  1834,  or  the 
amount  of  the  duties  at  the  time  of  the  purchase? — At  the  time  of  the 
purchase  ? 

70.  It  appears  that  Tynemouth  had  increased  from  3,386?.  to  5,305?.  ? — It 
had  diminished  in  1842,  in  consequence  of  giving  up  to  the  Government  the 
reciprocity  dues,  which  were  paid  out  of  the  Consolidated  Fund,  so  that  we 

only 
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only  received  3,300 /.,  but  we  paid  for  the  light  upon  the  net  income  which  the 
proprietor  was  then  in  receipt  of,  viz.  5,305 /.  per  annum. 

7 1 . Then  you  paid  not  only  for  the  dues  you  now  receive,  but  also  for  the 
reciprocity  dues  which  Government  would  have  had  to  pay  out  of  the  Con- 
solidated Fund  ? — Yes. 

72.  The  Spurn  seems  to  have  decreased  ; you  appear  to  have  paid  23 1 
years’  purchase  on  13,171 /.  What  year  was  that  in  ? — 1841. 

73.  That  appears  to  have  decreased  in  1842  to  10,761/.? — Yes. 

74.  Is  that  decrease  owing  to  the  amount  of  reciprocity  money  ? — I cannot 
•say  that  it  is  all  owing  to  that,  but  it  is  principally  owing  to  reciprocity  money. 
The  309,531 /.  paid  for  that  light  includes  the  payment  also  for  the  reciprocity 
which  the  Treasury  would  have  had  to  pay. 

75.  Consequently  that  relieves  the  public  from  that  amount  of  payment  ? 
— Yes. 

76.  It  appears  that  the  Skerries  had  decreased  also  ; was  the  decrease  from 
20,041/.  to  14,778/.,  owing  to  the  same  cause? — In  each  case  there  are  the 
vessels  in  ballast,  and  the  vessels  putting  in,  by  stress  of  weather.  The  proprie- 
tors enforced  all  those  dues,  which  we  have  since  relieved  the  ships  from. 

77.  That  is,  that  you  have  relieved  the  shipping  of  the  country  from  the 
dues  on  vessels  in  ballast  and  vessels  coming  in  in  stress  of  weather,  putting 
these  lights  in  that  respect  on  the  same  footing  as  the  other  lights  under  your 
own  management? — Just  so. 

78.  Mr.  Somes.]  If  British  ships  put  in,  in  distress,  are  they  relieved  from 
the  lights  ? — They  axe. 

79.  Chairman .]  Are  the  Committee  to  understand  that  you  have  put  all 
these  newly-purchased  lights  on  the  same  footing  as  the  lights  managed  by 
yourselves  before? — Yes. 

80.  Consequently,  that  is  relief  to  the  shipping  to  the  extent  stated  in  those 
figures  ? — It  is  not  to  the  extent  of  those  figures  that  the  shipping  is  relieved, 
the  Consolidated  Fund  is  relieved  partly ; but  all  ships  that  put  in  through 
stress  of  weather,  and  all  those  in  ballast  are  relieved,  the  remainder  goes  to 
the  relief  of  the  Consolidated  Fund. 

81.  So  that  at  this  moment  all  the  lights  in  England  now  give  the  same 
relief  as  regards  shipping  and  ships  in  distress  ? — Decidedly. 

82.  No  person  but  the  Trinity  Corporation  has  a right  to  levy  any  light  dues 
whatever  in  England  now  ? — There  are  some  harbour  lights  ; they  have  some 
lights  at  Liverpool  which  are  amalgamated  with  the  dock  dues,  and  the  Dock 
Company  maintain  shore  lights. 

83.  Those  come  under  the  character  of  harbour  lights  ? — Yes. 

84.  Not  general  public  lights  ? — No  ; all  the  general  public  lights  now  are 
•under  the  Corporation  of  the  Trinity  House. 

85.  Mr.  Grogan.']  The  lights  at  Liverpool  are  part  of  the  private  lights  of 
the  harbour  ? — Yes.  In  page  1 0 of  the  Papers,  the  Committee  will  find  the 
•sums  that  were  paid  out  of  the  Consolidated  Fund:  there  was  the  Long- 
ships,  417  J- 

86.  Chairman.]  It  appears,  taking  the  whole  together,  to  have  been  9,131/. 
per  annum  ? — Yes. 

87.  (To  Mr.  Herbert.)  Taking  the  annual  revenue  arising  from  these  lights 
which  you  have  purchased,  have  these  revenues  paid  the  interest  of  the  money 
laid  out  in  their  purchase,  and  paid  the  expenses  of  the  lights? — I think  they  have. 

88.  And  left  a surplus  ? — And  left  a surplus. 

89.  You  will  recollect  that  the  Committee  of  1822  and  the  Committee  of 
1824,  as  well  as  that  of  1834,  urged  strongly  the  reduction  of  the  expense  of 
collection.  What  progress  has  been  made  in  reducing  the  charges  of  collec- 
tion ? — (Sir  J.  II.  Felly.)  Some  of  those  lights  which  we  purchased  were  paying 
20  per  cent,  for  collection,  and  they  are  now  reduced  to  five.  By  the  collection 
being  made  at  the  Trinity  House  the  average  is  reduced  to  3/.  1 7s.  6d. 

90.  Are  not  the  light  dues  paid  by  the  parties  who  come  to  the  office,  and 
pay  in  the  money  ? — Yes. 

91.  By  whom  is  the  collection  now  made? — In  London,  by  the  collecting 
officer,  Mr.  Cotton,  who  has  been  there  a great  number  of  years.  Almost  all 
the  other  collectors  are  the  collectors  of  the  customs. 

°-36.  a 3 92.  What 
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92.  What  allowance  is  made  to  the  collectors  of  the  customs  for  collecting 
also  the  light  dues  ? — Five  per  cent. 

93.  Are  you  aware  that  in  London  the  assessed  taxes  and  private  taxes  are 
collected  at  the  rate  of  1 \ per  cent.,  where  the  parties  are  obliged  to  go  round 
and  collect  them  with  great  trouble  ? — Yes,  I am  aware  of  that. 

94.  Then  why  is  so  large  an  amount  paid  to  parties  who  have  only  to  enter 
the  money  tendered  to  them  at  the  different  offices  ? — They  have  accounts  to 
make  out  three  or  four  times.  I do  not  know  whether  their  trouble  is  more  or 
less  than  the  collectors  of  the  assessed  taxes. 

95.  The  collector  of  the  assessed  taxes  has  three  copies  of  his  account  to 
send ; has  the  collector  of  the  customs  to  do  more  or  so  much  as  that  with 
respect  to  the  light  dues  ? — The  total  paid  to  the  collectors  is  sometimes  so 
small,  that  considering  the  letters  they  have  to  write,  it  is  hardly  a compensa- 
tion to  them  for  the  trouble  they  have  in  doing  it,  and  in  keeping  the  accounts. 

96.  How  often  do  they  make  their  returns? — Quarterly. 

97.  That  is,  four  letters  in  a year? — There  is  different  correspondence. 
There  was  a Return  to  an  Order  of  the  House  of  Commons,  made  March  1841 
“ of  the  light  duties  at  each  port  and  creek  in  England  and  Wales  during  the 
year  ended  the  31st  day  of  December  1839,  showing  the  amount  collected  for 
the  English,  Scotch,  and  Irish  Boards  respectively.  Also,  the  amount  of  the 
per-centage  paid  to  or  retained  by  the  collector  at  each  port  and  creek,  as  the 
expense  of  collection,  showing  the  specific  amount  received  by  each  collector 
during  the  said  period.”  The  Committee  have  now  directed  another  account 
to  the  year  1843  to  be  made.  The  Committee  will  see  that  the  whole  per- 
centage paid  upon  the  English,  Scotch,  and  Irish  together  is,  at  one  port, 
41.  12$.  Gd at  others,  71  19 5.,  3l.  19s.,  175.  8 d.,  and  3?.  25.  At  all  those 
places  we  can  only  employ  such  persons  as  collectors  of  customs.  We  could 
not  employ  a separate  individual.  There  are  some  large  ports  where  the 
collection  is  high. 

98.  In  the  Parliamentary  Paper  639,  of  the  year  1844,  you  state  the  com- 
mission for  collecting  144,000?.  in  1841  to  be  5,660?.;  that  is  at  the  rate  of 
3?.  175.  6c?. : now,  the  poor  rates  of  Marylebone,  and  almost  every  other 
parish,  are  collected  at  1 ?.  6 s.  8 d.  per  cent. ; the  land,  assessed,  and  property 
tax  is  collected  at  1?.  45.  bd.;  the  county  rates  are  generally  collected  at  one 
per  cent.,  where  parties  have  to  go  out  and  seek  for  the  money.  Now,  why 
should  the  public  pay  so  large  a sum  to  a person  sitting  at  his  desk  and  simply 
receiving  the  money  and  entering  the  amount  ?— Those  parties  have  the  power 
of  refusing  it  if  they  please. 

99.  Have  any  of  them  ever  refused  ? — I do  not  believe  any  of  them  have 

100.  Are  you  aware  that  the  Irish  Act  directs  that  all.  light  dues  shall  be 
paid  and  collected  by  the  officers  of  the  customs  without  expense  ? — I do  not 
think  that  they  collect  it  so.  The  Corporation  could  have  no  objection  to  the 
collectors  of  customs  doing  it  at  half  price,  if  the  Government  would  compel 
them  to  do  so. 


1 01 . It  appears  that  the  expense  of  the  collector’s  office  at  Tower  Hill  is  700/. 
lor  the  collector,  and  five  clerks,  making  in  the  whole  2,175  ?. ; what  is  the 
amount  collected  at  Tower  Hill?— It  is  about  100,0001. ; but,  besides  that,  they 
hare  to  collect  the  pilotage  dues ; that  is  included  in  the  2,175 1.  a year 

102  W hat  is  the  amount  paid  for  the  collection  at  Liverpool  ?— The  amount 
collected  is  between  50,000 1.  and  60,0001.  a year 

that0  2 7™alPyem-enta®e  ^ **“  CoUeotor  S^-He  gets  five  per  cent,  upon 

l°4.  Who  gets  that  ?— The  collector  of  the  customs.  There  was  some 
understanding  at  the  time  the  present  collector  was  appointed  that  he  got  a 
less  salary  from  the  customs  in  consequence  of  his  having  the  light  dues  to 


l ° J.  How  does  that  appear  ?— It  did  appear  at  the  time  ; I cannot  state  how 
AlT  aPPear  m some  arrangement  of  the  customs  at  the  time.— 

Inquiiy  1 aU  aPPearS  “ the  Report  °f  tlle  Com™ssioners  of  Revenue 

106.  What  have  the  Trinity  House  to  do  with  the  collector  of  the  customs? 
— (bir  J.  Jd.  Petty.)  I do  not  know  that  they  have  anythin^. 

107.  Should  not  you  attend  to  economy  in  your  own  department  until  checked 
by  the  other  ?-(Mr.  Herbert.)  When  tie  Skerries  ligg 

Board 
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Board  did  act  upon  the  course  now  recommended  ; they  did  not  continue  to  pay 
five  per  cent,  upon  the  revenue  of  the  Skerries  Light,  but  they  paid  a salary 
of  only  150/.  a year. 

1 08.  Did  not  one  collector  generally  collect  for  all  the  lighthouses  at  each 
port,  whether  they  were  Irish,  Scotch,  or  private,  or  general  public  lights  ? — 
No. 

109.  How  many  different  collectors  were  there? — Prior  to  the  Act  6 & 7 
Will,  4,  c.  79,  there  was  a variety  of  collectors ; that  was  one  of  the  things  that 
the  Committee  objected  to  ; they  thought  it  was  so  inconvenient  for  the  public 
to  go  to  half  a dozen  offices  to  pay  lights,  and  therefore  they  recommended  that 
they  should  all  be  amalgamated;  at  that  time  the  Scotch  Commissioners 
appointed  one  collector,  the  Irish  Commissioners  appointed  another,  and  every 
private  light  proprietor  another. 

no.  What  is  the  actual  practice  now? — They  are  all  amalgamated,  and  are 
collected  by  one  person  at  each  port ; in  England  we  appoint  our  collectors, 
who  are  to  collect  also  the  Scotch  and  Irish  ; in  Scotland  they  appoint  collectors 
who  collect  our  lights  also  in  Scotland,  and  the  same  in  Ireland. 

'111.  Did  not  the  Committee  of  1822-24,  and  also  of  1834,  state,  that  if  that 
amalgamation  could  take  place,  a very  large  reduction  might  be  made  in  the 
collection  ? — Yes,  and  so  there  has  been. 

112.  That  having  been  done,  do  you  think  the  public  should  continue  to  pay 
five  per  cent,  under  these  circumstances,  when  other  public  monies  are  collected 
at  a so  much  smaller  per-centage  ? — I do  not  see  that  the  payment  for  collection, 
except  in  very  few  instances,  is  too  large.  I think  that  the  emolument  at 
Liverpool  is  excessive. 

113.  What  is  it  at  Bristol  ? — At  Bristol  the  amount  of  the  commission  paid 
is  265 /.  That  is  for  collecting  the  Trinity  House  and  the  Scotch  and  Irish 
fights. 

114.  At  the  rate  of  five  per  cent.  ? — At  the  rate  of  five  per  cent, 

115.  Then  are  the  Committee  to  understand  that  the  rate  now  paid  on  the 
Irish  and  Scotch  is  the  same  as  on  the  English  public  lights  ? — Yes. 

116.  What  is  it  at  Newcastle? — The  collector  at  Newcastle  got  585/.  for 
collecting  the  lights  in  the  year  1841. 

117.  What  is  it  at  Yarmouth  ? — Yarmouth  is  99/. 

118.  What  is  it  at  Hull? — At  Hull  it  is  203/.  The  reason  that  Newcastle 
is  so  much  is,  the  number  of  foreign  vessels  that  come  now  to  Newcastle 
beyond  what  they  did  before  the  reciprocity  system,  and  the  export  of  coals 
foreign. 

119.  Admiral  Dun  das. ~]  What  is  the  next  in  amount  to  Liverpool  ? — New- 
castle. Newcastle  will  in  all  probability  be  reduced,  now  the  collector  is  dead. 
\\  e have  not  taken  away  the  emoluments  that  they  have  been  in  the  habit  of 
receiving,  but  the  average  per-centage  is  much  reduced. 

1 20.  You  do  not  make  a reduction  generally  unless  on  vacancies  occurring  ? 

Only  on  vacancies  occurring.  The  collection  at  Newcastle  was  very  much 

reduced  in  the  first  instance,  inasmuch  as  all  the  colliers  used  to  pay  at  New- 
castle. Upon  the  recommendation  of  the  Committee,  all  the  payments  are 
made  now  at  the  port  of  discharge,  and  not  at  the  port  of  loading,  upon  vessels 
going  coastwise  ; but,  in  consequence  of  the  great  increase  of  foreign  trade  at 
Newcastle,  the  fight  dues  have  again  increased. 

121.  In  your  minute  of  1835  to  the  Treasury  you  say,  that  should  the  union 
of  the  lights  be  effected,  the  Elder  Brethren  are  of  opinion  that  a very  con- 
siderable reduction  may  ultimately  be  made  in  the  amount  collected  from 
shipping  for  fight  dues.  Do  you  consider  that  five  per  cent,  is  the  lowest 
rate  at  which  you  can  make  the  collection  now  ? — The  large  collection  which  is 
made  in  London  is  not  so  much ; and  if  it  had  not  been  for  that  arrangement 
at  Liverpool,  I think  it  might  have  been  reduced  there  ; and  so  I think  that 
.some  of  the  other  larger  ones,  such  as  Hull,  may  be  ultimately  reduced. 

122.  What  is  the  objection  to  doing  it  immediately? — It  has  been  very 
generally  the  practice,  I think,  of  public  Boards,  that  when  a man  has  got  an 
appointment,  he  should,  unless  there  be  some  very  strong  reason  for  reducing 
the  emolument,  retain  it  during  his  life. 

123-  _Mr.  Somes. Can  you  state  the  amount  at  Sunderland? — At  Sunder- 
land it  is  238/.  for  English,  49/.  for  Scotch,  and  4 s.  II  d.  for  Irish,  making 
together  288  /. 

°*3®-  a 4 124.  Mr. 
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124.  Mr.  Duncan.]  You  mentioned  that  the  54,000/.  collected  at  Liverpool 
cost  five  per  cent,  for  collection,  namely  2,7001.  a year;  that  is  done  by  the 
collector  of  the  customs? — Partly  by  the  collector  of  the  customs,  and  partly 
by  an  agent  of  our  own,  Mr.  Hurry,  who  has  a salary  of  700/.  a year. 

125.  Does  he  receive  700/.  out  of  the  2,700/.? — Yes. 

126.  Then  the  collector  of  the  customs  receives  2,000 /.  for  the  collecting  of 
the  lights  ? — Yes,  thereabouts. 

127.  And  on  this  account  his  salary  was  reduced  when  he  took  this  situation  ? 
— I cannot  charge  my  memory  whether  it  was  reduced,  but  I believe  it  was 
arranged  at  the  time  of  his  appointment. 

128.  Chairman.']  One  recommendation  of  the  Committee  of  1834  was  t0' 
transfer  the  lights  at  Heligoland  and  Bembridge  to  the  Trinity  blouse,  with  a 
view  to  their  maintenance  by  that  body  ; are  those  two  lights  now  under  your 
management  ? — Yes. 

129.  There  are  no  dues  levied  for  the  Bembridge  Light? — None  whatever. 

130.  But  the  Heligoland  you  continue  to  receive  dues  for  ? — Yes. 

131.  And  those  dues  are  levied  on  vessels  on  their  arrival  in  England 
now,  instead  of  being  levied  in  the  Elbe  ? — Yes ; they  used  to  be  levied  at 
Hamburgh  and  Bremen. 

132.  The  expense  of  collection,  which  was  20  per  cent,  then  on  all  monies 
collected,  is  now  reduced  to  five  per  cent  ? — Yes ; it  is  reduced  to  less,  because 
the  chief  place  of  collection  is  the  Trinity  House. 

133.  Then  that  recommendation  of  the  Committee  has  been  completely  car- 
ried out,  and  with  very  considerable  profit  ? — Decidedly. 

134.  The  Committee  recommended  also  your  general  supervision  or  control 
of  all  the  harbour  and  local  lights,  with  a view  of  avoiding  lights  interfering 
with  the  public  lights ; will  you  state  what  has  been  done  to  carry  out  that 
recommendation  r — Everyplace  that  wants  to  put  up  a local  light  applies  to  the 
Corporation  of  Trinity  House  for  their  sanction,  and  we  give  directions  for  the 
sort  of  light,  whether  it  should  be  a red  light  or  a white  fight,  so  that  it  should 
not  interfere  with  the  general  coast  fights. 

135.  Mr.  Somes.]  Do  you  dictate  to  them  anything  about  the  charger — 
Whatever  they  levy  is  levied  under  Act  of  Parliament. 

1 36.  Chairman.]  Or  by  arrangement  among  themselves  ? — Or  by  arrangement 
among  themselves.  At  Liverpool  they  are  all  collected  under  the  general 
harbour  charge,  and  all  maintained  out  of  that. 

137.  Another  recommendation  of  the  Committee  was,  that  the  Trinity  House 
at  Deptford  should  be  a central  Board  for  the  management  of  the  general 
public  fights  of  the  three  kingdoms.  In  your  statement  to  the  Treasury  you 
say  that  the  Elder  Brethren  “ do  not  hesitate  to  offer  the  unqualified  expression 
of  their  opinion,  that  the  accomplishment  of  that  measure  would  be  attended 
with  beneficial  effects,  not  only  to  the  maritime  interests,  but  also  to  those  of 
the  public  at  large.”  Are  you  of  opinion  that  all  the  fights  could  be  managed 
beneficially  by  one  Board  in  London  ? — They  are  very  well  managed  in  Ireland 
and  in  Scotland,  and  we  have  the  power  of  suggesting  any  alterations. 

138.  Do  you  think  that  under  one  Board  there  would  be  any  greater  unity  of 
management,  or  any  economy  to  the  shipping  ? — I do  not  exactly  know  that 
there  would  be  any  economy  to  the  shipping.  The  recommendation  applies  only 
to  England,  and  they  are  so  placed  by  Act  of  Parliament.  The  Scotch  Commis- 
sioners and  the  Irish  Commissioners  cannot  erect  a light  in  any  place  without 
giving  us  six  months’  notice  of  their  intention. 

139.  Mr.  Chapman.]  You  have  complete  surveillance  of  the  whole?— We 
have. 

1 40.  Chairman.]  You  state  at  the  bottom  of  page  2 of  your  memorandum,  that 
the  Elder  Brethren  do  not  deem  it  necessary  to  offer  an  opinion  as  to  the  Northern 
and  Irish  fights  being  brought  under  their  management,  but  that  they  are 
“ anxious  that  their  Lordships  should  distinctly  understand,  that  if  His  Majesty’s 
Government  and  the  Legislature  should  concur  in  the  opinion  expressed  upon 
this  subject  in  the  Report  of  the  Select  Committee,  the  Elder  Brethren  are  pre- 
pared to  undertake  the  charge  of  the  lighthouses  in  those  parts  of  the  United 
Kingdom,  and  with  an  earnest  and  zealous  determination  on  their  part  to  pro- 
mote, as  far  as  practicable,  the  accomplishment  of  the  public  objects  contem- 
plated 
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plated  by  the  Committee.”  Is  that  opinion,  expressed  in  1835,  your  opinion  sir  J.HPillv 
still  ? — I think  it  is.  Bart'amT 

141.  Can  you  point  out  any  advantages  which  would  be  derived  from  it,  or  J ’■ Hrrtcrl . Esq- 

do  you  see  any  objection  to  it  '—There  would  be  advantages  in  having  them  all  

carried  on  on  the  same  system,  making  our  contracts  for  oil  and  making  our  H April  1845. 
contracts  for  different  stores,  all  at  once ; but  they  are  very  well  managed,  I 
believe,  and  we  do  not  seek  it.  At  tile  same  time  we  are  quite  prepared  to 
undertake  the  charge  of  the  lighthouses  in  those  parts  of  the  United  Kingdom, 
with  an  earnest  and  zealous,  determination  to  promote  as  far  as  practicable  the 
accomplishment  of  the  public  objects  contemplated  by  the  Committee. 

140.  You  have  stated  that  you  consider  the  class  of  individuals  forming  the 
Board  of  the  Trinity  House  to  be  well  qualified  for  the  duty  of  superintending 
lighthouses,  as  having  been  sailors  : — Not  altogether  as  having  been  sailors, 
but  as  being  sailors,  and  belonging  to  a Board  which  has  had  the  management 
of  the  lights,  and  by  whom  they  have  been  so  well  conducted  and  so  well 
managed,  as  they  are  stated  to.  have  been  in  the  last  Report  of  the  Committee, 
which  shows  that  the  Corporation  of  the  Trinity  House  are  quite  competent  to 
it ; and  I think  I can  venture  to  say  that  it  is  not  better  done  in  any  part  of  the 
world  than  it  is  done  under  the  Corporation  of  the  Trinity  House. 

i^ou  are  aware  that  the  lights  in  Scotland  are  managed  by  the  provost 
of  Edinburgh,  and  the  sheriffs  of  certain  counties  there? — Nominally  they  are. 

144.  Who  manages  for  themr — They  have  a very  efficient  surveyor,  Mr. 

Alan  Stevenson. 

145.  Is  he  an  engineer  ? — He  is  an  engineer. 

146.  Do  you  think  that  as  an  engineer  he  is  a fit  man  to  carry  on  the 
department  ? — I think  he  does  it  very  well.  He  has  dedicated  a great  deal  of 
time  to  it.  He  has  been  over  to  France,  and  he  has  examined,  as  well  as 
myself,  all  the  different  modes  of  lighting.  It  is  very  well  done  in  Scotland. 

147.  He  has  also  made  many  experiments  on  the  powers  of  lights,  and  on 
the  different  lenses  and  reflectors,  has  not  he? — Yes. 

14S.  Do  you  understand  that  he  is  the  person  who  conducts  the  whole  of 
those  details  r — I cannot  say  that.  I am  not  conversant  with  the  practice  of 
the  Board.  They  may  have  him  before  them,  and  they  may  consider  the 
subject  with  him. 

i49-_  Have  you,  since  the  recommendation  of  the  Committee,  made  any 
alteration  in  the  constitution  of  your  Board,  by  admitting  any  naval  officers? 

— Yes. 

150.  How  many?— Captain  Fitzroy  was  the  first  admitted,  and  continued 
■until  he  was  called  upon  by  the  Government  to  take  upon  himself  a command. 

151.  Was  that  after  his  return  from  his  voyage  in  the  Beagle  ?— After  his 
return  from  the  Beagle. 

1.52.  Was  that  in  the  year  1840  ?— Before  that;  next  we  had  Captain  Jones, 
who  was  unfortunately  drowned  off  Trevose  Head,  which  we  were  inspecting 
at  the  time,  with  the  object  of  erecting  a light  there,  and  since  that  we  have 
had  Captain  Gordon. 

153.  At  this  moment  how  many  have  you  forming  part  of  your  20  ? — One 
under  the  naval  qualification  alone ; but  there  are  some  of  the  merchant 
Brethren  who  were  in  the  Royal  Navy,  and  one  who  was  made  a lieutenant  in 
1815,  and  still  holds  that  rank. 

154-  You  are  aware  that  the  Committee  strongly  recommended  a larger  in- 
fusion of  naval  officers  ; what  is  the  reason  that  you  have  not  carried  out  that  ? 

—There  have  not  been  so  many  vacancies  ; the  Brethren  must  die  off  before 
fresh  ones  can  be  admitted,  and  there  is  the  inconvenience,  that  every  one  of 
those  naval  officers  is  liable  to  be  called  away  upon  Her  Majesty's  sendee  just  at 
the  time  that  they  are  learning  their  duties. 

155.  You  mean  that  that  is  an  objection  to  any  being  admitted? — I do  not 
say  that  it  is  an  objection  ; it  is  to  a certain  extent  if  they  have  not  quitted  the 
navy ; if  they  have  not  hung  up  their  quadrant,  as  we  call  it,  I think  it  is  an 
objection,  that  just  when  a man  is  becoming  efficient  he  shall  be  called  away 
to  go  into  another  service. 

. }56-  Admiral  Dundas.]  You  do  not  recommend  that  old  men  should  go  into 
ltr — No,  because  the  duty  is  to  he  learned. 

157-  Chairman.']  If  half  of  the  ten,  as  had  been  contemplated,  were  naval 
rjr?*  °ne  °r  tW°  t*iem  “is111  g°  at  a time,  and  their  places  would  be  sup- 
plied by  others,  so  that  you  would  still  keep  up  the  proportion  ? — I do  not  know 

°-36-  B that 
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that  we  should  be  any  the  better  for  it.  We  do  not  exclude  them,  but  there 
are  very  few  naval  officers  who  offer  themselves  as  candidates  for  it. 

158.  Are  they  not  obliged  to  be  candidates  for  a long  time  ? — Generally. 

159.  Would  not  a naval  officer  consider  himself  rather  demeaned  by  being  a 
candidate  for  a situation  of  that  kind,  for  so  long  a period  as  your  candidates 
are  ? — If  they  would  consider  themselves  demeaned  by  it,  they  are  not  fit  to 
come  in.  If  a naval  officer  is  to  feel  himself  degraded  by  sitting  along  with 
merchant  Brethren,  he  ought  not  to  be  there. 

1 60.  The  question  refers  to  soliciting,  and  being  obliged  to  be  a candidate 
for  the  situation  for  years  ? — They  must  wait  till  vacancies  occur ; there  are 
many  men  who  have  been  upon  the  list  of  candidates  for  years. 

idi.  Then  you  do  not  think  there  would  be  any  use  in  carrying  out  that 
recommendation  with  respect  to  the  introduction  of  naval  officers  into  the 
Board  ? — I never  made  any  objection  to  it ; indeed,  I was  a great  promoter  of 
bringing  them  forward,  and  seeing  that  they  were  eligible  for  it ; but,  gene- 
rally speaking,  by  the  time  they  have  hung  up  their  quadrants,  they  have  got 
beyond  the  age.  We  do  not  usually  elect  anybody  beyond  50  years  of  age. 

162.  Admiral  Dundas7\  What  is  the  qualification  you  require  of  a naval 
man  ? — Every  merchantman  is  required  to  have  been  four  years  in  the  actual 
command  of  a vessel.  In  the  case  of  a naval  man,  he  must  have  previously 
held  the  rank  of  commander  for  four  years,  and  been  during  some  portion  of 
that  time  in  actual  service. 

163.  At  what  age  do  you  appoint  them  ? — There  is  no  fixed  age ; but  we 
generally  consider  that  a man  coming  upon  the  list  of  candidates  at  the  age 
of  50  is  rather  passe,  because  he  must  remain  a junior  member,  and  be  learning 
his  duty  for  several  years  before  he  comes  into  the  more  important  situations. 

164.  You  alluded  just  now  to  the  number  of  men  upon  the  list  of  candidates; 
up  to  what  age  do  you  keep  them  upon  the  list  of  candidates  ? — We  never 
strike  them  off.  I believe  my  Honourable  Friend  upon  the  right,  the  Member 
for  Dartmouth,  is  upon  the  list  of  candidates ; but  he  has  never  offered  him- 
self for  election. 

165.  Mr.  Chapman .]  Is  not  it  understood  that  a naval  officer  when  he  comes 
there  is  liable  to  the  same  routine  of  duty,  and  must  pay  the  same  attention  to 
thos  e duties  as  the  merchant  Brethren  r — Decidedly. 

166.  And  that  he  must  not  only  qualify  himself  by  constant  attention  to  the 
duty,  but  that  he  must  not  be  liable  to  be  called  away  to  perform  duties  else- 
where ? — Yes. 

167.  Mr.  Somes.']  What  were  the  regulations  whilst  the  East  India  Com- 
pany’s charter  continued,  as  to  captains  of  Indiamen  and  West  Indiamen  being- 
admitted  r — There  was  no  regulation : there  was  a kind  of  understanding  that 
there  should  be  about  eight  East  India  captains,  and  about  eight  West  India 
captains,  and  about  four  in  the  Baltic  or  general  trades. 

168.  Chairman.]  In  the  Report  of  1834  it  is  said,  cc  Your  Committee  con- 
sider that,  by  the  admission  to  the  Board  of  the  hydrographer  of  the  Admiralty, 
and  of  some  naval  officers  and  scientific  men,  a strong  impulse  would  be  given 
to  execute  the  important  duties  consigned  to  them.”  Have  the  Board  come  to 
any  determination  to  admit  any  specific  number  of  scientific  or  naval  men,  as 
vacancies  may  occur  ? — Not  any  specific  number.  We  have  opened  the  door 
to  their  admission. 

169.  You  have  one  officer  now  r — Yes. 

1 70.  Who  is  the  officer  now  remaining  ?— Captain  Gordon.  He  is  a post 
captain . 

171.  Does  he  attend  the  Board  ? — Yes. 

172.  And  attend  to  all  the  duties  ? — Yes. 

173.  Mr.  Somes.]  Are  there  not  candidates  now  who  are  naval  officers  ? — 
Yes ; there  are  three  or  four,  I think. 

174.  Admiral  Dundas.]  What  are  the  emoluments  of  the  office  ? — £300. 

1 75.  They  all  receive  the  same  ? — Yes. 

176.  Chairman.]  But  the  Younger  Brethren  do  not  receive  anything?— 
Nothing  at  all.  Hundreds  of  Younger  Brethren  never  come  on  the  court  of 
the  Corporation.  There  are  a great  number  of  Younger  Brethren. 

177.  Admiral  Dundas.  1 Is  it  necessary  to  be  a Younger  Brother  before  you 
are  an  Elder  Brother  2— Yes. 

178.  How 
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1 78.  How  many  naval  men  are  there  now  upon  the  list  of  Younger  Brothers  ? Sir  .7.  H.  Petty, 

— I think  about  four.  Bart,  and 

179.  Have  you  found  the  naval  men  who  have  been  on  your  Board  of  as  J'  Herbert->  Es1- 

much  use  as  any  other  description  of  men? — I should  suppose  so.  We  have  ~~~ 

not  had  sufficient  experience  of  them  to  know  whether  they  would  be  efficient.  14  Apnl  J°45’ 

180.  Mr.  Duncan.]  You  have  stated  that  there  are  20  members  who  are  paid 
300 /.  each  r — There  is  7,000 1.  appropriated  to  20  Elder  Brethren. 

181.  Who  get  300/.  ? — All  of  them. 

182.  Then  there  is  1,000/.  in  addition ; how  is  that  divided  ? — There  is  300/. 
extra  to  the  deputy- master,  and  then  there  are  certain  committees,  and  they 
have  so  much  for  their  attendance  upon  the  committee.  There  was  7,000/. 
which  was  given  to  the  members  in  lieu  of  fees  they  used  to  take  from 
foreigners,  and  that  has  been  divided  differently  at  different  times.  Sometimes 
they  apply  a portion  of  it  for  one  duty,  sometimes  for  another ; but  that  is  the 
present  division  of  it. 

183.  Chairman.']  In  your  observations,  you  refer  to  the  regulations  for  the 
admission  of  Younger  and  Elder  Brethren  into  the  Corporation,  and  you  sav, 

44  The  Elder  Brethren  beg  to  observe,  that  while  they  have  felt  it  an  imperative 
duty  on  them,  in  the  consideration  of  this  subject,  to  preserve  the  inviolate 
constitution  of  the  Corporation  as  established  by  charter,  and  handed  down  to 
them  by  their  predecessors,  they  have  been  alike  actuated  by  a desire  to  meet 
the  views  of  the  Committee  of  the  House  of  Commons,  so  far  as  it  appeared  to 
them  advisable  to  do  so;  and  they  have  accordingly  gone  into  a revision  of  the 
regulations,  and  have  made  such  alterations  therein  as  will,  they  trust,  be  found 
at  once  consistent  with  the  former,  and  adapted  to  accomplish  all  that  can  be 
beneficially  sought  for  by  the  latter.”  The  former  question  had  reference  to 
that,  whether  you  have  made  any,  and  if  any,  what  regulations  for  the  admis- 
sion of  a certain  number  of  naval  men  ?— The  number  is  left  indefinite  ; they 
may  be  all  naval  men. 

184.  Were  there  any  actual  regulations  made  upon  that  subject  before  that  r 
— Yes,  the  naval  men  were  excluded.  They  were  only  admitted  as  honorary 
members.  Now  they  are  admitted  in  the  same  way  as  masters  of  merchantmen. 

185.  That  is  to  say,  they  are  open  for  election  ?— They  are  open  for  election. 

1 86.  Admiral  Dundas.]  Have  you  any  instance  of  a*  man  being  chosen  an 
Elder  Brother  without  passing  through  the  gradation  of  Younger  Brother  first  ? 

— No  ; the  charter  requires  that  whenever  a vacancy  occurs  the  Elder  Brethren 
shall  assemble  and  select  from  amongst  the  Younger  Brethren  a member  to  be 
an  Elder  Brother. 

187.  Would  you  notrecommend  that  Younger  Brethren  should  be  put  off  the 
list  after  a certain  age  ? — We  have  not  done  so. 

1 88.  Would  you  not  get  a more  efficient  class  of  men  if  you  did  so  r — There  was 
a gentleman  who  was  turned  of  50  who  offered  himself,  and  got  himself  made  a 
Younger  Brother,  because  we  never  refuse  any  master  of  a vessel  that  chooses 
to  come  and  offer  himself,  provided  he  is  of  good  character  ; he  was  admitted  a 
Younger  Brother,  and  he  wished  to  become  an  Elder  Brother,  at  least  to  be  put 
upon  the  list  of  candidates  : I told  him  that  there  were,  I should  think,  nearly 
30  candidates  upon  the  list,  and  that  unless  he  could  show  better  pretensions 
than  those  who  had  been  upon  the  list  prior  to  him,  it  would  be  impossible  for 
me  to  take  him  by  the  hand  : if  he  could  state  to  me  pretensions  far  superior  to 
those  upon  the  list,  I might,  in  my  official  capacity,  feel  it  my  duty  to  bring  him 
forward,  but  otherwise  his  age  was  an  objection,  and  that  if  he  took  it  in  rota- 
tion there  must  be  50  deaths  before  he  could  be  chosen,  and  he  would  by  that 
time  be  a very  old  man. 

189.  Mr.  So?)ies.~]  But  they  do  not  always  take  it  by  rotation  ? — No,  they  do 
not ; since  I have  been  there  I have  given  the  preference  to  those  that  have 
been  longest  candidates,  unless  there  is  a superior  man,  and  then  I must  pass 
others  over. 

190.  You  may  become  a Younger  Brother,  a candidate,  and  an  Elder 
Brother  within  a few  months  r — Yes  ; Captain  Fitzroy  was  so  ; when  the  Com- 
mittee recommended  that  the  door  should  be  opened  to  naval  officers,  I said, 

We  must  show  that  we  are  anxious  to  meet  the  wishes  of  the  Committee,  and 
we  must  pass  over  other  candidates  and  bring  in  a naval  man  ? 

191.  Chairman.']  Can  you  state  how  many  cases  there  have  been  since  1834  ? 

I cannot  at  this  moment. 

1 92-  Admiral  Dundas.]  Do  not  you  think  it  necessary  that  men  should  not 
°-36.  b 2 enter 
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enter  at  an  older  age  than  40,  considering  the  duty  they  have  of  going  round 
to  the  ports? — We  think  not  exceeding  50,  though  I would  rather  have  a man 
of  40  ; he  learns  his  duty  better.  There  is  a great  deal  to  learn  in  the  Trinity 
House,  and  in  visiting  every  port  and  every  place  so  as  to  be  thorough  master 
of  the  business,  and  examining  the  pilots. 

193.  Then  would  you  recommend  that  such  a rule  should  be  adopted? — No, 
I do  not  recommend  it. 

194.  Is  it  your  opinion  that  such  a rule  should  be  recommended,  that  their 
age  should  not  exceed  50  ? — My  opinion  is,  that  ordinarily  no  man  should 
come  into  the  Corporation  of  the  Trinity  House  above  50.  I do  not  mean 
to  say  but  that  there  might  be  a fit  man  of  5 1 or  52 ; he  may  have  been  a 
candidate  some  time,  and  may  be  well  qualified  for  the  situation,  and  should  not 
then  be  passed  over. 

195.  Would  you  recommend  that  no  man  should  be  elected  an  Elder  Brother 
of  the  Trinity  House  who  had  not  been  at  sea  within  three  years  ? — Certainly 
not.  When  a man  has  been  bred  a seaman,  he  does  not  lose  his  seamanship 
directly.  I have  been  22  years  in  the  Corporation  of  the  Trinity  House,  and  I 
think  I am  as  good  a seaman  now  as  when  I left  off.  I should  be  very  sorry  if 
I could  not  navigate  a vessel  into  any  port  in  the  United  Kingdom,  or  any  port 
in  the  world. 

196.  Chairman.']  It  appears  that  there  have  been  seven  vacancies  in  the 
last  1 1 years  : how  many  of  those  have  been  filled  with  naval  officers  ? — There 
have  been  three  naval  officers  elected  into  them. 

197.  But  it  appears  that  upon  one  of  them  going  out  you  have  not  taken 
another ; you  have  only  one  now  remaining  ? — Yes,  but  a naval  officer  has  been 
chosen  upon  each  naval  vacancy,  although  but  a short  time  upon  the  list  of 
candidates. 

198.  The  former  Committee  strongly  recommended  that  a termination 
should  be  put  to  the  pensions  payable  to  decayed  seamen:  will  you  state 
whether  anything  has  been  done  with  respect  to  that  ? — They  have  not  been 
increased.  In  the  year  1842  it  appears  that  the  amount  of  pensions  and  allow- 
ances was  32,700 1. 

1 90.  Is  that  about  the  amount  now  ? — (Mr.  Herbert .)  About  that  amount ; 
it  necessarily  fluctuates  a little. 

200.  You  are  aware  that  the  Committee  of  1834  objected  to  the  money  col- 
lected for  light  dues  being  laid  out  in  pensions,  and  mentioned  also  that  the 
former  Committee  of  1822  and  1824  had  recommended  that  that  should  be  put 
an  end  to.  Why  have  you  not  carried  out  that  recommendation?— (Sir  J.  H. 
Felly.)  Mr.  Herbert  has  stated  that  the  pensions  remain  very  much  the  same 
as  they  were:  they  were  34,500 1.  in  1835,  they  were  35,200?.  in  1843,  and 
they  were  35,000 1.  last  year. 

201.  By  the  return  which  has  been  laid  before  the  House  it  appears  that 
they  are  distributed  over  the  kingdom  ? — They  are  distributed  all  over  the 
kingdom. 

202.  The  amount  appears  to  be  very  irregular  as  regards  the  size  of  the 
harbours.  What  rule  is  laid  down  ? Do  you  limit  the  number  at  any  parti- 
cular port  according  to  the  amount  of  tonnage  of  the  port  ?— No. 

• ^en  011  w^.at  principle  do  you  give  them? — We  give  to  those  who  are 
in  the  greatest  possible  state  of  poverty,  misery,  and  decay.  If  a man  has  lost 
his  limb,  or  if  he  has  been  paralytic,  if  he  has  any  certificate  of  his  total  inability 
to  earn  his  livelihood,  we  make  his  case  an  urgent  case.  We  then  take  the 
most  aged  ; we  take  a man  of  80  in  preference  to  a man  of  70,  a man  of  70  in 
preference  to  a man  of  60.  For  a great  many  years  we  have  not  been  able, 
..rom  the  great  number  of  applicants,  to  put  on  any  under  70  years  of  age  for 
the  pensions,  unless  any  have  been  maimed,  or  otherwise  in  some  way  disabled. 
I hey  get  certificates,  and  our  agents  for  pensioners  examine  them  and  send  up 
them  certificates;  the  most  urgent  cases  are  then  put  on.  We  then  take  the 
aged,  /0  years  or  age,  and  so  we  go  down;  but  for  a great  number  of  years 
the  pensions  have  been  so  numerous  that  we  have  not  been  able  to  put  on  any 
under  / 0 years  of  age. 

204.  Sir  G.  Clerk.]  VVhat  length  of  service  at  sea  do  you  require  to  entitle 
a man  to  one  of  those  pensions  ?— Generally  there  is  no  length  of  service 
required,  because  when  a man  comes  to  70  years  of  age  he  must  have  been  20, 
30,  40,  or  50  years  at  sea. 

205.  Suppose  he  may  have  been  only  for  a short  number  of  years  in  the 
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■early  part  of  his  life  at  sea  ? — He  would  not  he  eligible  ; that  would  appear  by 
his  petition.  There  must  have  been  15  years’  service. 

1206.  Do  you  inquire  whether  those  persons  get  any  relief  from  the  Merchant 
Seamen’s  Fund  ? — They  must  not  have  property  or  income  from  any  source 
■exceeding  a certain  amount. 

207.  Are  the  pensions  given  to  masters  of  vessels  only  ? — No,  to  masters, 
mates,  and  seamen. 

208.  What  is  the  amount  you  grant  to  the  seamen  ? — Three  shillings  a month  ; 
and  a master  of  a West  Indiaman  that  has  been  broken  down,  the  whole  that 
we  are  able  to  give  him  is  6s.  a month. 

209.  The  calendar  month  or  the  lunar  month  ? — The  lunar  month ; thirteen 
months  in  the  year. 

210.  Admiral  JDundas.]  You  do  not  inquire  whether  he  has  been  in  the 
King’s  service,  or  in  the  merchant  service  ? — Not  for  the  seamen ; but  for  a 
master  or  a mate  he  must  have  been  the  master  of  a merchantman  or  the  mate 
of  a merchantman  to  entitle  him  to  come  upon  the  fund. 

211.  When  you  pension  a man,  do  you  ask  him  what  period  of  the  15  years 
he  has  been  on  board  a man  of  war ; or  do  you  only  pension  those  who  "have 
been  in  the  merchant  service  ? — There  is  hardly  an  instance  but  where  he  has 
been  part  of  the  time  on  board  a man  of  war. — (Mr.  Herbert.)  It  is  necessary 
that  the  man  should  show  that  he  has  been  employed  in  the  maritime  service 
upon  a -voyage  which  would  render  the  vessel  on  board  of  which  he  served 
liable  to  light  duties  to  the  Trinity  House. 

212.  Chairman.']  Is  there  any  rule  laid  down  by  which  the  number  of  annui- 
tants at  any  harbour  or  port  is  regulated  at  all  by  the  amount  of  tonnage. — 
(Sir  J.  H.  Pelly).  No,  none  at  all. 

213.  It  appears  that  in  Barnstaple  there  are  18/,  whilst  in  Bristol  there  are 
157,  and  in  Liverpool  there  are54C? — It  depends  upon  where  they  may  be 
living  at  the  time ; they  may  not  have  served  out  of  those  ports  ; it  is  where  the 
seamen  reside. 

214.  You  have  a committee  appointed  to  allot  the  monies  that  fall  in ; what 
is  the  rule  upon  which  that  committee  has  acted  r — Giving  to  the  most  destitute. 
Urgent  cases  are  put  upon  the  urgent  list : every  new  petition  is  considered 
every  week,  and  it  is  marked  “urgent,”  or  it  is  marked  “ eligible.” 

215.  Sir  G.  Clerk.]  Do  you  grant  any  pensions  to  widows  and  orphans? — 
Yes. 

216.  What  is  the  amount  of  the  pension  you  grant  to  a common  seaman’s 
widow  ? — Three  shillings,  the  same  as  to  the  men. 

217.  Is  there  any  regulation  as  to  age  ? — Sixty.  If  she  is  a younger  widow 
we  grant  it  to  the  children  till  they  come  of  a certain  age. 

218.  How  much  do  you  grant  to  each  child ---Four  shillings  a month  for 
the  boys  under  12  and  the  girls  14. 

219.  And  3s.  to  the  widow  ? — Yes,  but  not  in  cases  where  an  allowance  is 
given  to  the  children. 

220.  Admiral  JDundas.]  If  the  widow  marries  again,  is  it  taken  away  r — It  is. 
The  rule  for  the  admission  of  children  is  the  same,  so  that  a widow  having 
seven  children  has  the  preference  of  a widow  having  six.  We  have  not  been 
able  to  put  on  for  a great  number  of  years  widows  with  less  than  three  children, 
and  very  seldom  those  with  three  only. 

221.  Sir  G.  Clerk.]  Is  the  preference  given  to  those  who  have  lost  their 
husbands  by  being  drowned  or  killed  while  on  duty  ? — No  ; occasionally  there 
are  cases  of  shipwreck  where  parties  .have  been  placed  on  what  we  term  the 
casualty  list. 

222.  Mr.  Duncan^]  Here  is  a return,  dated  12th  September  1844,  from 
which  it  appears  that  at  Dundee,  where  there  is  a tonnage  of  nearly  60,000 
shipping,  there  are  only  18  men,  women,  and  children  who  are  pensioners,  and 
it  appears  that  the  small  town  of  Montrose  has  no  less  than  103  pensioners. 
Can  you  explain  that  difference  ? — I should  say  that  at  Dundee  there  are  fewer 
applicants.  Perhaps  the  inhabitants  maintain  the  aged  seamen  by  other  means. 
It  depends  upon  the  urgency  of  the  applications. 

223.  Chairman.]  Are  there  any  pensions  of  the  nature  of  those  which  you 
.pay  from  the  English  lights  paid  either  from  the  Scotch  or  the  Irish  lights  ? — 
None  whatever,  that  I am  aware  of. 

224.  Mr.  Grogan.]  You  do  not  regard  the  tonnage  of  the  port  from  whence 

0.36.  b 3 the 


Sir  J.  H.  Pelly, 
Bart,  and 
J.  Herbert,  Esq. 


14  April  1845. 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


J4 


MINUTES  OF  EVIDENCE  TAKEN  BEFORE  THE 


Sir  J.  H.  Felly, 
Bart,  and 
J.  Herbert,  Esq. 


14  April  1845. 


the  application  comes? — Not  at  all ; if  any  seaman  that  requires  a pension  can 
make  out  that  his  case  is  ■worse  than  another  he  would  have  the  preference, 
and  after  we  have  disposed  of  all  the  urgent  cases,  we  take  them  according  to 
age. 

225.  Chairman.]  You  state  in  your  observations  that  you  consider  that  you 
have  a right  to  distribute  these  monies  by  the  patents  of  the  lighthouses ; is 
there  any  patent  of  any  other  lighthouse  besides  the  Scilly  Lights  which  allows 
the  surplus  to  be  distributed  in  pensions  ? — The  Scilly  patent  directs  it ; indi- 
vidually I consider  that  the  surplus  revenue  of  the  corporation,  from  whatever 
source  it  is  derived,  whether  we  have  bought  the  light,  or  whether  the  patent 
right  of  it  has  been  given  us  by  the  Crown,  that  all  the  surplus  revenue  which 
is  not  necessary  for  the  maintenance  of  the  lights  is  applicable,  under  the  cor- 
poration’s charter,  for  the  purposes  of  the  relief  of  seamen  in  poverty,  misery, 
and  decay.  That  is  the  only  use  to  which  the  surplus  revenue  is  directed  by 
the  charter  to  be  applied. 

■226.  If  the  lighthouses  were  regulated  by  Act  of  Parliament,  and  the  rates 
were  directed  to  be  reduced  to . half  what  they  are,  so  as  to  leave  no  surplus, 
could  not  that  be  done  ? — I do  not  think  you  have  a right  to  do  it ; I look  upon 
it  that  the  rights  are  conveyed  to  the  corporation  in  fee  simple ; that  we  have 
an  undoubted  right  to  all  those  patents ; we  were  authorized  to  buy  them ; we 
were  permitted  to  buy  them ; the  parties  were  directed  to  sell  them,  and  they 
are  now  in  our  hands,  and  they  are  as  much  our  property  as  a freehold 
estate. 


227.  Were  you  not  directed  to  buy  them  on  trust? — Not  at  all. 

22S.  Are  the  Committee  to  understand  that  you  consider  yourselves  entitled 
to  that  surplus  of  6,000 1 a year,  to  dispose  of  as  you  think  fit,  without  atten- 
tion to  the  public  interest  ? — Without  accounting  to  anybody  whatever.  I will 
just  read  the  20th  clause  of  the  Act  of  Parliament,  6 & 7 Will.  4,  c.  79,  in  con- 
firmation of  this  my  opinion : “ And  be  it  enacted,  that  immediately  upon 
payment  or  tender  of  the  purchase-money  thereof  being  made,  either  to 
the  party  or  parties  respectively  entitled  to  receive  such  monies,  or  into  the 
Bank  of  England,  in  the  manner  in  this  Act  directed,  respectively,  as  the 
case  may  require,  every  such  lighthouse  in  respect  whereof  such  monies 
shall  have  been  so  paid  or  tendered  shall  thereupon  absolutely  vest  in  the  said 
master,  wardens  and  assistants,  and  their  successors,  and  they  shall  thence- 
forth be  deemed  to  be  in  the  actual  possession  thereof  discharged  from  all  other 
estates,  reversions,  rights,  titles,  interests,  claims  and  demands  of  any  other 
person  thereon  or  thereto,  or  in  or  to  the  tolls  payable  in  respect  thereof,  and 
also  from  all  rents  or  pa3unents  whatsoever  issuing  out  of  or  reserved  or 
charged  upon  or  made  payable  in  respect  of  the  same,  or  the  tolls  payable  in 
respect  thereof,  to  or  for  the  use  of  any  person ; and  so  soon  as  any  such  light- 
house shall  in  manner  aforesaid  become  vested  in  the  said  master,  wardens 
and  assistants,  the  tolls  which  shall  then  be  by  law  payable  in  respect  of  any 
such  lighthouse  shall  thenceforth  become  payable  to  and  recoverable  by  the 
said  master,  wardens  and  assistants,  and  be  applied  as  are  other  the  like  tolls 
now  payable  to  them.” 

229.  Then  do  you  consider  that  the  North  and  South  Foreland  Lights,  which 
were  conveyed  to  you  from  the  Crown,  became  your  vested  property  in  the  same 
manner  r — Decidedly. 

230.  Do  you  consider  that  Parliament  has  no  right  to  interfere  and  control 
you  for  tlie  public  interest  ?— None  whatever. 

231.  Then  you  hold  that  you  have  the  same  right  as  the  proprietors  of  the 
1 inmouth  and  the  Skerries  had  to  continue  the  tax,  without  reference  to  any 
relief  which  the  shipping  may  demand  ?— Decidedly : Parliament  would  not 
take  it  away  from  the  proprietor  of  the  Skerries,  and  they  would  not  take 
it  away  from  the  Government;  but  they  allowed  us  to  purchase  it  We  uur 

wereeenatlS  toWe  h608®®  *°  alUhe  PrhileSes  that  those  private  parties 

23a.  But  all  those  you  have  with  the  sanction  of  the  Treasury  for  public 
purposes?  No ; I see  nothing  of  public  purposes  in  the  Act  of  Parliament 

233.  Do  you  not.  m every  request  made  in  your  correspondence  with  the 
Treasury,  ask  their  sanction The  Act  of  Parliament  required  this  to  guard 
against  the  payment  of  excessive  demands  of  purchase-money 

234.  Did  you  not  receive  for  every  one  of  those  purchases  the  direct  sane- 
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tion  of  the  Treasury  to  make  that  purchase  ? — Yes ; that  is  part  of  the 
condition. 

235.  But  you  consider  that  you  might  hare  made  the  purchase  without  that 
sanction  ? — We  could  not  purchase  of  those  individuals  without  the  sanction 
of  the  Treasury. 

236.  This  correspondence  shows  that  you  submitted  the  bargain  you  had 
made  to  the  Treasury ; you  stated  to  the  proprietors  that  the  bargain  was 
made  subject  to  the  approbation  of  the  Treasury? — Yes. 

237.  If  so,  how  do  you  reconcile  that  with  the  idea  of  your  acting  as  if  it 
was  your  private  property  ? — I only  go  by  the  words  of  the  Act  of  Parliament. 

238.  Admiral  I) under s.']  Is  that  your  opinion,  or  the  opinion  of  your  legal 
advisers  ? — I have  no  doubt  our  legal  advisers  are  of  the  same  opinion. 

239.  Have  the  Trinity  Board  taken  counsel’s  opinion  upon  it  ? — Not  upon 
that  point. — (Mr.  Herbert.)  I may  just  add,  that  the  Act  of  Parliament  which 
first  empowered  the  Corporation  to  reduce  the  duties,  only  gave  them  the 
power  of  so  doing,  as  far  as  should  be  consistent  'with  their  charitable  and  other 
public  purposes.  The  Act  of  Parliament  which  passed  subsequently,  under 
which  all  these  purchases  have  been  made,  gives  the  same  power  of  reduction ; 
but  it  especially  prescribes,  also,  that  that  reduction  shall  be  subject  to  the 
same  conditions  and  limitations. 

240.  Chairman.']  Is  there  anything  in  your  charter  that  points  out  to  you 
what  amount  shall  be  applied  in  charity? — (Sir  J.  H.  Pclly. ) No. 

241.  That  is  left  to  the  Board  r — It  is. 

242.  The  Board  decide  that  35,000?.  of  the  light  dues  shall  continue  to  be 
paid  in  pensions  ?■ — If  we  had  the  money  to  pay  for  those  lights,  the  question 
of  its  increase  might  arise ; but  we  are  largely  in  debt.  It  is  hardly  a question 
now  till  we  have  paid  for  those  lights.  We  must,  out  of  the  revenues,  pay 
our  debts,  and  then  it  will  be  a question  whether  we  shall  increase  the  pensions, 
or  shall  do  what  is  called  relieve  the  shipping  interest,  which,  in  my  opinion,  is 
no  relief  to  them  at  all. 

-43-  Will  you  explain  3'our  meaning? — My  opinion  is  this:  supposing  a 
collier  from  Newcastle  pays  5 d.  a ton  for  the  use  of  the  lights,  if  you  were  to 
take  that  5 d.  a ton  from  the  colliers  they  would  ail  go  for  5 d.  a ton  less.  As 
long  as  there  is  competition,  a reduction  of  one  proportion  of  their  expense 
only  makes  them  reduce  the  freights. 

244.  Then  the  parties  who  use  the  goods  carried  by  the  vessels  would  get 
the  advantage  ?— Decidedly,  if  there  was  advantage  gained  by  it ; but  it  might 
go  into  the  pocket  of  the  coal  proprietor  or  tradesman. 

245.  Would  it  be  no  relief  to  the  shipping  to  be  freed  from  the  annoyance  of 
paying  the  lights,  because  of  their  being  unable  to  clear  till  all  these  matters 
are  settled  ? — As  far  as  annoyance  goes,  if  it  is  any. 

246-7.  Then  are  the  Committee  to  understand  that  the  Trinity  Board  have 
decided  to  continue  to  grant  these  pensions  ? — Decidedly ; we  "fill  them  up 
every  quarter  as  vacancies  occur. 

248.  How  can  you  have  any  surplus,  when  you  have  so  large  a debt.  Ought 
not  the  whole  of  the  dues  from  the  lights  to  be  applied  to  pay  the  debts,  and 
thus  the  shipping  might  be  the  sooner  relieved  ? — No ; this  debt  has  been 
incurred  by  the  purchase  of  these  lights,  and  the  sum  distributed  in  charity  was 
paid  out  of  the  Corporation’s  original  funds,  therefore  we  have  no  right  to 
take  that  away  from  the  poor  men  to  pay  for  the  lights  that  we  have  purchased. 
o 249-  You  mean  that  they  were  paid  for  out  of  the  accumulation  of  a number 
of  years  ? — Yes,  the  excess  of  fight  dues. 

_ 250-  In  1834  there  was  a fund  collected  of  230,000?.  out  of  the  surplus  ? — 
Not  quite  so  much. 

2.51.  That  was  derived  from  the  excess  of  fight  dues? — Yes. 

252.  Had  you  any  other  fund  originally  ?— Only  the  fight  dues,  and  some 
estates. 

-53-  It  appears  in  some  of  your  accounts  there  are  special  charities ; in  one 
year  there  is  1,560?.  or  1,570?.  paid;  do  you  consider  that  those  payments  also 
come  within  your  charter  r — Yes. 

254.  A subscription  to  the  building  of  a church,  for  instance  ?— No,  I do  not 
think  we  have  anything  to  do  with  building  churches.  Sometimes,  when  a 
church  has  been  a sea-mark,  we  have  subscribed  for  the  painting  of  it ; or  if 
the  steeple  has  been  in  a state  of  decay,  we  have  subscribed  something  for 
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the  repair  of  it,  hut  it  is  only  when  it  is  a sea-mark.  We  give  105 /.  a year  to 
the  London  Hospital ; we  give  300 1.  a year  to  the  Seamen’s  Hospital,  because 
this  is  an  hospital  for  the  general  reception  of  seamen  of  all  nations,  and  foreign 
vessels  pay  light  duties  as  well  as  British  vessels. 

255.  What  rule  does  the  Board  observe  in  making  the  sum  to  be  distributed 
24,000 1.  a year  for  out-pensioners,  because  there  must  be  a greater  surplus 
from  the  light  dues  now,  in  consequence  of  the  purchases  you  have  made,  than 
you  had  before  ? — None  of  that  has  been  applied  to  charitable  purposes  ; we 
have  not  increased  it,  it  is  the  same  as  it  was  before  we  made  the  purchases 
and  all  the  surplus  of  the  purchased  lights  goes  to  the  reduction  of  the  pur- 
chase-money. 

256.  How  was  that  24,000/.  a year  first  decided  upon  as  the  sum  for  pen- 
sions ? — I do  not  know  ; it  has  been  going  on  about  the  same  for  many  years. 

(Mr.  Herbert.)  It  arises  thus : the  amount  of  vacancies  is  ascertained ; that  is 
to  say,  the  money  allowances  which  fall  in  are  quarterly  added  together;  these 
in  their  aggregate  leave  a certain  sum  disposable  for  fresh  objects,  and  as 
many  petitioners  are  put  on  the  pension  list  as  will  absorb  the  whole  of  that 
amount  so  appropriable ; so  many  widows,  so  many  decayed  masters  or  other 
mariners,  and  so  many  children. 

257.  That  does  not  explain  how  you  come  to  the  exact  sum  of  24,000/.  or 
25,000/.? — Because  that  was  about  the  amount  when  the  former  Committee 
recommended  that  it  should  not  be  increased,  or  rather  that  it  should  cease ; 
therefore  it  has  not  been  increased  since,  but  all  the  vacancies  have  been  filled 
up. 

# 2 5 8.  In  what  light  do  you  consider  the  6,600/.  which  is  put  down  for  pen- 
sions in  almshouses  ? — Those  establishments  were  in  existence  at  the  time 
that  the  Committee  made  their  recommendation;  and  they  have  not  been 
increased;  they  remain  as  they  did. — (Sir  J.  H.  Polly.)  There  are  the  same 
number  of  almshouses  and  the  same  number  of  people. 


259.  Are  they  a different  class  of  people;  do  they  consist  of  servants 
employed  by  the  Trinity  House,  or  are  they  of  the  same  class  as  the  other 
pensioners;  namely,  decayed  captains ?— All  decayed  captains. 

260.  You  have  a few  pensioners  as  having  belonged  to  the  establishment  ? — 
Yes,  a few. 

261.  There  appears  to  be  a pension  to  the  collector  of  coast  dues  in  the  port 

of  London,  200/.  ? — (Mr.  Herbert.)  He  was  collector  coastwise  when  the  esta- 
blishment was  transferred  from  the  Custom  House  to  the  Trinity  House  about 
the  year  1822.  ’ 

262.  Why  was  not  he  removed  to  the  new  establishment  ?— Because  his  ser- 
vices were  not  required. 

. 26 3-  There  is  one  more  recommendation  of  the  former  Committee  respect- 
ing  steam -vessels : . the  Committee  strongly  recommended  that  a modification 
should  be  made  with  regard  to  steam-vessels ; can  you  state  what  has  been 
done  with  regard  to  them? — (Sir  J.  H.  Pelly.)  There  has  been  no  alteration 
m the  rule  as  to  them,  though  there  have  been  some  modifications  which  have 
applied  equally  to  steam  and  to  sailing  vessels. 

2C4.  It  appears  from  your  Report  in  1844  that  applications  were  made  to 
you  for  remission;  has  anything  been  done  upon  the  subject  since  your  Report 
m 1M4  No ; we  see  no  reason  why,  because  the  owner  chooses  to  propel  his 
Tessel  by  steam,  she  should  pay  less  per  ton  than  a sailing  vessel. 

205.  Then  you  disagree  with  the  Committee  in  their  recommendation  upon 
that  point ; — Entirely.  1 

266.  And  you  do  not  intend  to  make  any  alteration  ?— Certainly  not.  Thev 
hare  apphed  to  the  Privy  Council  and  the  Board  of  Trade,  and  we  have,  in  'a 

ul®*  \fDe™  letteFf.  state<i  our  reasons  why  we  do  not  think  thev  are 
entitled  to  it.  The  sailing  vessels  are  the  great  nursery  of  seamen ; they  are 
the  sheet-anchor  of  the  country ; and  we  do  not  see  wily  we  should’ give 
steamers  more  indulgence  than  sailing  vessels. 

267.  You  were  recommended  to  provide  tables  of  the  rates ; are  the  Com- 
mittee to  understand  that  they  have  been  made  agreeably  to  that,  l-ecom- 
mendation  t — les  ; they  are  very  complete. 

268.  Are  they  appended  to  everv  custom-house?— They  are. 

269.  Consequently 
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269.  Consequently,  that  part  of  the  recommendation  has  been  complied  with  ? 
—Yes. 

270.  A recommendation  was  made  with  regard  to  the  light  dues  on  coasting 
vessels  being  collected  at  the  port  of  delivery ; that  is  done  ? — They  are  all 
collected  now  at  the  port  of  delivery  for  the  coasting  trade. 

271.  Do  over-sea  traders  pay  at  the  port  of  dispatch,  as  recommended? — 
They  do  ; they  pay  at  the  port  of  dispatch  when  they  clear  out. 

272.  Another  recommendation  that  was  made  was,  “ that  power  be  given  to 
the  Board  to  make  compositions  with  regular  traders  for  a fixed  sum  yearly,  or 
that  they  shall  not  be  charged  for  fight  dues  after  a given  number  of  voyages 
shall  have  been  paid  for  in  the  year.”  Has  anything  been  done  on  that  recom- 
mendation ? — Nothing.  There  was  a small  commutation  touching  some  fishing 
vessels,  but  nothing  beyond  that.  One  is  always  afraid  of  a job  in  anything 
of  that  kind. 

273.  You  were  also  recommended  to  send  in  an  annual  report  of  your  pro- 
ceedings during  the  year,  along  with  your  accounts.  Has  that  been  always 
done,  in  accordance  with  that  recommendation  ? — It  has  been  done  every  year. 

274.  The  Committee  also  recommended  “ that  in  the  levying  or  assessing  the 
light  dues,  one  principle  should  be  adopted  in  the  United  Kingdom,  and  that 
principle  should  be  a fixed  payment  for  every  light  the  vessel  has  to  pass,  and 
from  which,  under  ordinary  circumstances,  she  may  derive  benefit  in  the  voyage 
to  or  from  her  destined  port;”  how  do  you  act  in  that  respect? — We  have 
stated  in  this  paper  how  that  is  impossible  to  be  done  ; the  toll  is  the  eighth  of  a 
penny  per  ton  in  some  instances,  and  we  could  not  reduce  it  to  an  eighth  of  a 
penny  for  all  the  fights ; they  pay  a halfpenny  a vessel  in  all  Scotland  for  all  the 
lights  except  the  Bell  Rock. 

275.  Does  not  Ireland  pay  so  much  per  light  ? — Yes,  one  farthing  per  ton. 

276.  Mr.  Grogan.]  Is  not  the  regulation  with  regard  to  Irish  lights,  that  the 
vessel  on  leaving  pays  for  all  the  fights  it  has  to  pass,  and  she  pays  no  more  if 
she  is  driven  back  by  stress  of  weather,  and  has  to  pass  them  again  ? — It  is  the 
case  now  in  respect  of  all  lights. 

277.  Chairman.]  It  appeal’s  that  the  mode  of  levying  the  amount  of  lights 
varies  in  Scotland,  England,  and  Ireland  ? — The  rates  vary  very  much ; the 
Skerries,  which  we  have  bought,  pays  one  penny  per  ton. 

278.  The  same  rate  w'hich  was  levied  in  the  hands  of  the  private  proprietor? 
— Yes,  at  present. 

279.  You  have  not  made  any  alteration  yet  ? — No,  we  have  got  a large  debt 
to  pay. 

280.  Then  are  the  Committee  to  understand  that  no  reduction  can  be  effected 
till  the  debt  is  paid  ? — I do  not  see  my  way  to  any  ; we  owe  near  a million  of 
money,  and  till  we  get  out  of  debt  we  cannot  do  any  more  in  reductions. 

281 . Then  the  Committee  cannot  expect  any  reduction  in  the  charge  of  fight 
dues  until  that  debt  is  discharged  ? — I do  not  see  how  it  can  be  done. 

282.  Although  you  have  a surplus  arising,  which  you  apply  to  charity,  you 
consider  that  with  reference  to  light  dues,  you  are  not  at  liberty  to  make 
any  reduction  till  the  debt  is  paid? — Unless  our  revenues  should  increase. 
Of  the  600,000 /.  which  we  borrowed  of  the  Bank  we  cannot  pay  off  above 
15,000/.  a quarter,  that  is  60,000/.  a year;  that  would  take  10  years.  If  we 
extended  the  repayment  of  this  debt  over  20  years,  there  would  be  a surplus, 
which  would  be  applicable  either  to  charitable  purposes  or  to  the  reduction  of 
the  light  dues,  just  as  we  should  see  fit. 

283.  With  respect  to  all  the  debt  which  you  owe  for  the  money  you  bor- 
rowed for  purchasing  these  lights,  except  the  600,000/.  borrowed  from  the  Bank, 
may  you  repay  it  whenever  you  please,  at  six  months’  notice  ? — No,  there  is  a 
certain  portion  of  bonds  which  are  payable  in  1846  and  1848.  The  loan  from 
the  Bank  is  600,000/.  We  have  paid  off  15,000/.  a quarter;  we  shall  next 
month  pay  off  1 5,000  /.  more,  which  will  be  at  the  rate  of  60,000  /.  a year. 
There  are  bonds  at  four  per  cent,  issued  for  terms  of  years  to  expire  in  1848. 
There  is  81,000/.  which  we  cannot  pay  till  1846  and  1*848. 

284.  Shall  you  have  the  whole  money  at  three  per  cent.  ?— I was  in  hopes  to 
have  got  the  money  at  three  per  cent.,  but  we  could  not  effect  it,  there  was  so 
much  difficulty  in  raising  money  upon  bonds  ; as  we  wished  to  pay  off  a certain 
portion  every  year,  people  would  not  buy  the  bonds  the  same  as  they  would 
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East  India  bonds,  which  remain  fixed.  If  the  Government  would  allow  us 
600,000 l.  Exchequer  Bills,  which  only  pay  two  and  a quarter  per  cent,  we  could 
sell  them  at  60s.  or  70s.  premium,  and  make  a large  sum  of  money  by  it ; but 
they  will  not  advance  us  money  under  four  per  cent. 

285.  That  would  hasten  the  period  when  the  shipping  could  be  relieved? — 
Yes,  or  the  charities  increased. 

286.  You  state  in  your  minute  of  the  4th  of  March  1845,  that  in  submitting 
the  foregoing  statement,  it  is  desirable  to  bring  under  notice  that  the  surplus 
revenue  of  the  lights  transferred  or  purchased,  amounts  in  seven  years  to 
1 69,962 1.  ; what  surplus  is  that  ? — That  is  the  surplus  upon  the  lights,  only 
charging  them  with  the  expense  of  collection  and  the  charges  of  maintenance. 

287.  And  interest? — Yes;  therefore,  in  the  course  of  those  seven  years,  we 
have  had  169,962/.  surplus ; the  interest  at  three  and  a half  per  cent  is  3,500/. 
a year. 

288.  Admiral  Dundas.']  If  Government  advanced  you  Exchequer  Bills,  you 
might  save  a great  deal  of  money  by  it? — If  the  Government  advanced  that  to 
us  as  Exchequer  Bills,  we  should  save  all  that  difference. 

289.  Chairman .]  Then  the  Committee  understand  now  from  you  that  the  debt 
of  the  Corporation,  on  the  14th  of  February,  stood  at  950,675/.  ?— Yes. 

290.  That  is  the  debt  you  now  owe  in  consequence  of  purchasing  these 
lights  ? — Yes. 

291.  And  until  that  debt  is  repaid  from  the  surplus  of  the  revenue,  you  do 
not  see  that  you  will  be  able  to  make  any  reduction  in  the  light  dues  on  the  ship- 
ping.— (Mr.  Herbert.)  Not  any  considerable  reduction.— (Sir  J.  H.  Felly)  If 
we  extended  the  repayment  of  this  loan  over  20  years,  then  we  should  have 
30,000/.  a year.  We  now  pay  off  60,000/.  a year,  and  we  pay  off  the  debt  in 
10  years.  If  we  extend  the  debt  over  20  years,  then,  instead  of  paying 
60,000/.  a year,  we  should  only  payoff  30,000/.;  therefore  there  would  be 
30,000/.  a year  applicable  in  either  increasing  charities,  or  else  reducing  the 
light  dues. 

292.  It  appears  that  a very  considerable  portion  of  the  receipts  has  been 
applied  to  new  lighthouses.  . Are  you  able  to  say  what  the  demands  on  the 
department  will  be  for  new  lighthouses,  and  what  the  expense  will  be  ? — It  is 
quite  impossible. 

293.  Have  you  many  demands  at  the  present  time  ?— We  have  Trevose 
Head,  and  I think  it  is  probable  that  we  shall  have  applications  for  lighting 
the  South  Channel ; that  the  steamers  will  not  be  satisfied  now  they  can  come 
up  the  North  Channel  by  night,  without  the  same  facility  in  the  South  and  the 
Queen  s Channels.  I do  not  know  what  applications  we  may  have  for  new 
lights. 

294.  Are  the  Committee  to  understand  that  whether  or  not  the  surplus  will 
be,  as  it  has  been,  varying  from  22,000/.  to  36,000/.,  must  depend  upon  the 
extent  of  the  new  demands  which  may  come  upon  the  department? — To  a cer- 
tam  extent,  but  none  of  the  new  lights  have  been  charged  upon  the  surplus 
ot  the  purchased  lights.  They  have  been  taken  out  of  the  other  fund. 

295.  Then  that  surplus  will  go  towards  paying  off  the  debt  ?— Yes. 

290.  Do  you  recollect  the  average  amount  paid  for  new  lights  during  the  last 
0 years.  (Mr.  Herbert.)  About  15,000/.  a year,  in  round  figures. 

297.  From  the  general  fund  of  the  old  lighthouses,  the  new  lighthouses  and 
new  works  have  been  made  ? — Yes. 

298  Since  you  purchased  these  new  lights,  you  have  laid  out  a very  con- 
siderable sum  of  money  in  improving  them;  in  building  additional  accom- 
299. Have  not  you  an  increased  number  of  light-keepers  ?— At  all  our  lights 
we  have  two  hght-keepers.  One  man  cannot  sit  up  all  night,  from  four  o’clock 
m the  winter  time  till  eight  o clock  the  next  morning,  for  a man  ought  never 
to  leave  the  lantern ; therefore  every  lighthouse  has  two  lamp-keepers,  and 
every  rock  hghthouse  has  three. 

300.  Then  you  have  put  on  a second  lighthouse-keeper  to  all  those  new 
lights  that  you  have  purchased  ?— In  some  cases  there  were  two  before  ; but 
our  system  is  to  have  two  light-keepers. 

3° 1 • You  have  put  your  new  lights  on  the  same  establishment  and  footing 
as  the  old  hghts  r — Exactly. 

302.  Have-  the  expenses  which  have  been  incurred  in  new  buildings  and 

putting 
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putting  those  newly  purchased  lights  into  good  repair,  been  paid  out  of  your 
own  revenues  ? — Yes,  and  charged  upon  the  respective  establishments. 

303.  Admiral  Dundas .]  Do  you  examine  your  pilots  in  London  or  on  the 
spot  where  the  candidate  proposes  to  follow  his  profession? — On  the  spot 
where  the  candidate  proposes  to  follow  his  profession. 

304.  Do  the  Elder  Brethren,  when  they  examine  candidates  at  the  outports. 
call  to  their  assistance  any  old  pilots  who  are  personally  acquainted  with  the 
coast,  or  do  the  Elder  Brethren  alone  examine  the  candidate  ? — It  is  done  by 
the  sub-commissioners  of  pilotage. 

305.  Chairman .]  Who  are  the  sub-commissioners  of  pilotage  ? — They  are  dif- 
ferent people.  Under  the  Pilot  Act  we  have  the  power  of  appointing  sub- 
commissioners. I think  not  less  than  three,  nor  more  than  five  for  each 
district. 

306.  What  portion  of  your  Board  of  20  are  appointed  to  that  duty? — There 
is  a pilot  committee,  and  the  sub-commissioners  first  make  their  report, 
stating  that  they  have  examined  a candidate  for  licence,  and  consider  him 
quite  eligible  for  the  situation.  We  require  that  some  of  those  sub-commis- 
sioners should  be  maritime  men,  and  well  acquainted  with  the  port. 

307.  Admiral  Dundas.']  Does  that  apply  to  the  whole  United  Kingdom? — 
Only  to  England. 

308.  Do  you  consider  that  an  inquiry  every  five  years  into  the  number  and 
efficiency  of  the  pilots  of  the  United  Kingdom  would  be  beneficial  to  the  trade 
of  this  country? — We  examine  them  oftener  than  that  ourselves. 

309.  Do  you  think  it  would  be  beneficial  that  in  Scotland  and  Ireland  they 
should  be  examined  as  they  are  in  England  by  you  ?• — I do  not  know  how  they 
do  examine  them.  I should  think  it  desirable  that  they  should  be  examined 
as  to  their  competency. 

310.  Chairman^  You  are  not  acquainted  with  what  the  establishment  is  for 
the  examination  of  pilots  in  Ireland  and  Scotland  ? — Only  under  the  Act  of 
Parliament. 


Lunce , 21°  die  Aprilis,  1845. 


MEMBERS  PRESENT. 

Mr.  Aaron  Chapman.  I Mr.  Grogan. 

Admiral  Clarke.  I Mr.  Joseph  Hume. 

Mr.  Duncan.  | Mr.  Somes. 

JOSEPH  HUME,  Esq.  in  the  Chair. 


Jacob  Herbert,  Esq.  called  in ; and  Examined. 

310.  Chairman .]  WHAT  situation  do  you  hold  in  the  Trinity  House  ? — I am 
Secretary  to  the  Trinity  House. 

311.  Have  you  held  that  situation  since  1834,  when  you  were  examined 
before  the  Committee  on  Lighthouses  ? — I have,  and  for  some  years  before  that. 

312.  During  the  whole  of  the  intervening  period,  have  you  had  cognizance  of 
the  various  business  that  has  been  prosecuted  by  the  Board  ? — I have. 

313.  It  has  been  stated  that  the  Board,  consisting  of  20  members,  is  divided 
into  committees ; will  you  explain  the  manner  or  the  rule  observed  in  forming 
those  committees,  and  how  many  each  committee  consists  of,  for  lights  and  for 
pilotage,  and  for  other  things? — The  committees  are  appointed  by  the  Court  of 
the  Corporation,  with  the  exception  of  the  wardens,  two  of  whom  are  elected 
annually  ; they  consist  of  four,  two  going  out  annually  by  rotation ; the  deputy- 
master  and  the  committee  of  wardens  form  one  committee  of  five.  I should 
observe,  perhaps,  that  although  the  deputy-master  is,  more  especially  with 
reference  to  the  transactions  of  general  business,  attached  to  the  committee  of 
wardens,  that  he  is  ex  officio  chairman  of  each  committee,  and  presides  as  such 
when  occasions  require ; that  is  to  say,  when  subjects  brought  under  the  notice 
of  the  committee  are  of  an  especial  nature,  he  invariably  sits  as  chairman, 
■and  assists  each  committee  in  the  transaction  of  such  business. 
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314.  What  are  the  special  duties  of  the  wardens  who  form  that  committee? — 
They  constitute  the  committee  of  treasury,  and,  apart  from  that,  take  cognizance 
of  all  subjects  which  are  considered  of  an  especial  nature,  and  are  referred  to 
them  by  the  Courts  or  Boards. 

315.  Have  they  the  charge  of  the  treasury  and  accounts? — They  constitute 
the  committee  of  treasury.  All  the  corporate  monies  being  lodged  at  the  Bank 
of  England,  are  put  to  an  account  in  their  names,  joined  with  that  of  the 
secretary ; they  have  the  general  superintendence  of  all  the  accounts  as  a body, 
but  which  are  nevertheless  more  especially  under  the  management  of  one  indi- 
vidual, who  is  called  the  rental  warden. 

316.  Is  he  next  in  rank,  in  the  absence  of  the  deputy-master,  to  take  the 
chair  ? — He  is  so  ; he  is  the  senior  warden. 

317.  Does  that  committee  audit  the  accounts,  or  have  you  a special  auditor 
appointed  for  examining  them  ? — The  rental  warden  prepares  all  the  accounts 
for  the  general  audit ; but  the  audit  takes  place  by  the  whole  Board,  and  every 
member  is  in  the  habit  of  attending  at  the  quarterly  audits;  the  whole  of  the 
accounts  are  subject  to  their  inspection  and  examination,  and  they  do,  in  point 
of  fact,  go  through  all  the  accounts. 

318.  The  committee  of  treasury  prepare  the  accounts  for  the  examination  and 
sanction  of  the  General  Board,  consisting  of  20,  the  deputy-master  included  ? — 
They  do. 

319.  How  often  are  these  accounts  audited  and  checked? — Quarterly. 

320.  Is  it  done  by  the  committee  of  the  General  Board,  or  by  the  General 
Board  ? — By  the  General  Board. 

321.  In  what  mode  does  so  numerous  a body  check  the  accounts? — The 
general  account  is  placed  before  the  deputy-master,  who  reads  every  item  of  the 
cash  account  for  the  three  months,  both  the  debit  and  credit  side;  vouchers  and 
all  the  accounts  having  reference  to  those  entries  are  laid  upon  the  table,  and 
the  usage  is  for  one  Elder  Brother  to  take  one  book,  and  another  another  book, 
and  so  011,  and  as  these  items  are  called  over,  so  they  are  checked  by  these  in- 
dividuals who  take  the  books  indiscriminately ; and  if  no  objection  is  made  to 
any  items  when  read  over  by  the  deputy-master,  they  are  considered  as  passed, 
and  they  are  signed  as  being  approved  of. 

322.  Do  you  as  secretary  pass  or  prepare  all  these  accounts  and  the  corre- 
spondence previous  to  their  being  laid  before  the  committee  of  treasury,  or  is 
there  any  other  person  whose  duty  it  is  to  do  so  ? — Not  personally ; they  are  all 
prepared  in  my  office,  in  a branch  of  it  which  is  denominated  the  Accountant’s 
Office. 

323.  Who  is  your  accountant  ? — Mr.  Charles  Butterfield. 

324.  Is  that  the  gentleman  whose  name  appears  in  the  list  of  the  establishment 
with  a salary  or  allowance  of  640/.  a year? — It  is. 

325.  Then  is  his  duty  strictly  limited  or  confined,  or  more  especially  directed 
to  the  treasury,  to  the  accounts  generally,  the  whole,  however  being  submitted 
to  you,  and  under  your  direction  previously  ? — Just  so. 

326.  How  long  do  these  wardens  remain  in  office? — Two  are  chosen  annually, 
and  two  go  out  annually,  so  that  the  period  of  service  after  the  election  is  two 
years. 

3p  7 - Does  the  whole  body  take  the  duty  of  warden  in  rotation,  or  are  they 
eligible  after  a lapse  of  two  years? — They  are  eligible  for  re-election,  but  it  is 
not  the  usage  to  Te-elect  them. 

328.  Then  the  Board  generally  take  it  in  rotation? — Not  by  rotation  strictly; 
but  as  it  may  be  arranged ; the  usage  being  that,  consistent  with  the  health  and 
convenience  ot  members,  the  deputy-master  proposes  the  members,  and  the 
Court  either  confirm  such  proposition  or  make  some  other  arrangement,  as  they 
see  fit. 

329.  Does  that  branch  of  the  accounts  include  the  light  dues,  pilotage,  and 
the  ballastage  dues  ? — Not  the  ballastage,  that  is  a separate  department  entirely ; 
the  accounts  are  kept  separately,  and  are  audited  distinctly  from  the  other 
accounts,  although  at  the  same  time. 

330.  Do  they  come  under  the  attention  of  the  Treasury  Committee?— No; 
they  come  under  what  are  termed  the  supervisors  of  the  Ballast  Department, 
whom  I shall  name  presently  in  proceeding  with  my  account  of  the  different 
committees. 

331.  Then  are  the  only  duties  the  wardens  have  to  perform  that  of  superin- 

tending 
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tending  the  accounts  of  the  committee  of  treasury? — I have  already  mentioned,  Jacob  Herbert,  Esq. 

I think,  that  all  the  subjects  which  are  considered  of  an  especial  nature  are  

referred  to  them  by  the  Courts  and  Boards,  and  to  those  subjects  they  invariably  21  April  1845. 
give  great  attention. 

332.  Do  you  mean  all  subjects  connected  with  money? — No,  general  subjects. 

333.  What  portion  of  the  time  of  the  wardens  is  given  to  the  lighthouse  dues? 

— It  is  quite  impossible  for  me  to  state  what  time ; as  much  time  as  the  subject 
may  require  ; they  meet  invariably  once  a week,  and  when  any  subject  occurs 
that  requires  their  attendance,  and  that  frequently  does  occur,  they  are 
specially  summoned  to  attend. 

334.  Do  the  questions  of  pensions  to  decayed  seamen  come  before  them  also  ? 

—No. 

335.  Mr.  Grogan.]  Does  the  senior  warden  change  also? — He  does  change. 

336.  Chairman.']  So  that,  in  fact,  the  Board  passes  in  a certain  rotation 
through  those  duties? — In  succession,  but  not  in  rotation. 

337.  What  other  committees  are  there? — The  next  committee  I would  men- 
tion are  the  supervisors  of  the  Ballast  Department,  consisting  of  two. 

338.  How  are  they  elected,  and  what  are  their  duties? — They  are  appointed 
annually  by  the  Court  of  the  Corporation,  usually  for  two  years,  one  going  out  by 
rotation. 

339.  What  are  their  duties  ? — Their  duties  are  the  general  supervision  of  all 
matters  connected  with  the  ballast  service  in  the  River  Thames,  and  checking  of 
the  accounts,  not  only  of  receipt  but  of  expenditure,  and  in  attending  to  all  the 
various  matters  of  detail  which  are  connected  with  that  service. 

340.  Do  they  submit  the  result  of  the  accounts  to  the  General  Board,  or  are 
they  able  to  dispose  of  the  whole  themselves? — They  are  submitted  to  the 
general  audit  at  the  same  time  that  the  other  accounts  are,  and  the  usage  is  for 
'some  of  the  Brethren,  not  being  supervisors  of  that  department,  to  take  those 

accounts  and  go  through  them,  and  to  make  their  report,  after  having  done  so, 
to  the  deputy-master. 

341.  Is  there  a separate  secretary  having  charge  of  that  department,  in  the 
same  way  as  Mr.  Butterfield  has  of  the  treasury  ? — There  is  a chief  clerk. 

342.  What  is  his  name? — Mr.  Henry  Gunston. 

343.  Is  his  duty  similar  to  that  of  Mr.  Butterfield  and  the  Treasury  Com- 
mittee?— His  duty  will  be  similar  to  that  of  Mr.  Butterfield,  so  far  as  respects 
the  accounts ; but  the  details  which  he  has  to  conduct  are  of  a very  different 
•description,  and  very  various,  being  connected  with  the  whole  of  the  accounts, 
of  raising  and  supplying  of  ballast,  the  payment  of  workmen,  the  ballast 
- dredgers,  and  the  whole  detail  of  that  service. 

344.  The  Committee  observe  that,  by  the  return  which  you  have  laid  before 
them,  the  revenue  of^the  Ballast  Department,  which  in  1833  was  25,333?., 
was  in  1843  increased  to  32,161/.,  the  amount  of  course  varying  in  the  inter- 
vening years ; will  you  state  what  that  arises  from  ? — I am  not  prepared  to  state 
decidedly  from  what  it  arises,  but  I apprehend  from  the  increased  trade  of  the 
port  of  London,  more  especially  in  the  coal  trade. 

345.  What  the  Committee  is-  anxious  to  know  is  the  nature  of  the  revenue  so 
■stated  here ; from  whence  does  it  come  ? — It  is  an  authorized  rate  by  the  Act  of 
Parliament  for  the  quantities  of  ballast  supplied  ; the  rate  being  1 s.  per  ton  for 
■colliers,  and  Is.  3d.  per  ton  for  vessels  bound  oversea. 

346.  Mr.  Somes.]  Do  they  not  pay  2 s.  6 d.  per  ton  ? — When  it  is  screened. 

347.  Mr.  Chapman.]  Is  it  not  Is.  4 d.  instead  of  Is.  3d.} — No;  fifteen- 
pence. 

348.  Chairman.]  Under  what  Act  have  you  those  powers  r — The  last  Act 
passed,  I think,  about  two  or  three  years  ago. 

349.  Has  the  charge  for  ballast  been  varied  during  the  last  10  years? — No,  it 
remains  the  same. 

350.  Can  any  other  person  in  the  river  supply  ballast? — No. 

35 1 . Could  a vessel  lying  at  a wharf  take  ballast  on  board  from  any  part, 
wherever  she  may  happen  to  be  ? — Not  below  London  Bridge,  with  the  exception 
-of  the  chalk  wharfs  lying  to  the  eastward  of  Charlton,  a little  above  Woolwich. 

352*  Then  the  Trinity  House  enjoy  that  as  a special  privilege? — As  an  ex- 
clusive right. 

0.36.  c 3 353-  Have 
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353.  Have  the}7  any  patent,  or  is  it  by  the  Act  of  Parliament  ? — It  is  both  by 
grant  and  by  Act  of  Parliament ; the  grant  having  been  in  the  reign  of  Charles 
the  Second. 

354.  The  Committee  observe  that  the  expenditure  for  the  year  1843  is  put 
down  at  28,820/.,  leaving  a surplus  of  3,341 1. ; of  what  does  that  expenditure, 
consist  ? — In  the  maintenance  of  the  numerous  lighters  and  barges  which  are 
employed  in  raising  the  ballast,  the  machinery  with  which  they  are  supplied, 
the  maintenance  of  two  steam  ballast-dredgers,  and  the  payment  of  all  the  men 
employed  in  the  service,  apart  from  other  various  incidental  expenses. 

355.  In  what  way  do  parties  who  want  ballast  obtain  it  ?— They  make  an  entry 
at  the  Trinity  House  and  at  the  office  at  Ratcliffe,  of  the  name  of  their  vessel 
where  the  vessel  lies,  the  quantity  of  ballast  which  they  require,  and  the  time 
when  the  vessel  will  be  ready  to  take  it  on  board. 

356.  Are  they  generally  able  to  obtain  it  at  the  time  that  they  want  it,  or  are 
they  very  often  obliged  to  wait  ?— If  is  only  under  very  extraordinary  circum- 
stances that  there  is  any  detention  at  all ; the  means  which  the  Board  have 
provided  for  supplying  vessels  is  now  very  efficient. 

3.57-  In  what  way  does  the  city  of  London,  as  conservators  of  the  River  Thames, 
allow  your  interference ; in  what  way  do  you  communicate  with  each  other  or 
have  you  anything  to  do  with  the  corporation  of  the  city  of  London,  who  claim 
to  be  conservators  of  the  river  Thames  ?— We  do  not  find  that  the  right  of  the 
corporation  of  the  city  of  London  and  that  of  the  Trinity  House  have  interfered 
with  each  other ; it  is  quite  distinct ; the  Trinity  House  have  a right  to  the  soil 
ot  the  river  below  London  Bridge,  while  the  Lord  Mayor  and  the  corporation  of 
the  city  of  London  have  the  right  above  London  Bridge. 

35  8.  Are  your  vessels  employed  to  dredge  above  bridge,  or  only  below  brido-e  ? 
— Ihey  are  never  employed  above  bridge,  except  under  special  circumstances’ 
at  the  request  of  the  city  of  London. 

359- _ In  what  way  is  that  part  of  the  river  between  London  Brido-e  and 
Westminster  Bridge  and  upwards  dredged  P— It  is  dredged,  I believe,  by  various 
persons,  under  the  authority  of  the  city  of  London,  for  the  supply  of  gravel  for 
concrete,  for  the  roads,  or  for  other  purposes ; but  we  have  no  knowledge  of 


. 3fio-  Would  you  not  be  allowed  to  sell  any  portion  of  that  as  ballast  for  ship- 
ping that  is  raised  above  London  Bridge;  would  you  be  allowed  to  supply  the 
ships  with  itr— We  carefully  prevent  all  interference  of  that  description.  " 

3,  1 aT.e,  a™.e  tbat  vessfls  g°  above  London  Bridge,  and  load  and  unload 

on  the  south  side  of  the  river ; how  do  they  obtain  ballast  ? — It  is  very  probable 
they  may  obtain  it  from  the  dredgers  above  bridge.  * F 

not  fnterfe^Z4™^Nority  ‘°  dredge  COnse<l“mt!y  ««. 

, 3fi3;  'rhat  .way„d0  you  decide  as  to  places  where  the  dredging  is  to  take 
place  below  London  Bridge  ?— The  craft  work  according  to  the  directions  which 
they  receive,  from  time  to  time,  from  the  supervisors  of  that  department 

calie  tUlf  corPoratlon  tbf  clty  of  London  have  several  captains  of  the  port 
caUedharhonr-masters;  do  they  interfere  in  any  way  to  point  out  the  places 
accumulate  r— 1 They  have  done  so  occasionally. 

hanks  may  £5-^™  “lemse1™’  acCOTd”S  as 

of  i6oo«  7 * Si?™*66  obse™  was  a loss  in  1839  of  4,255  L,  and  in  1842 

named  vi;,’  T ^ 7 ^ loSS  °riginates  ?-Tlie  loss  in  the  first 

drXer  Wiff  isl  t * ’efT  fr°“  ‘he  M<Jing  and  fittinS  of  a second  steam 
dredger.  With  respect  to  the  loss  m 1842,  I apprehend  that  it  arose  from  the 

referen\Sefo?hTbSkr:  ^ 1 ’P“k  ‘°  that  Poiut  witho“‘ 

367.  But  the  building  of  these  vessels  with  which  you  carry  on  the  drede-imr 

and  their  expense,  m spread  over  a series  of  years  ?-Yes  , and  X would  obS™ 
with  reference  to  the  present  question,  that  the  second  steam  dredger  was  S 
for  the  purpose  of  meeting  the  increased  demand  of  the  port  for  ballasi  and  in 
order  that  there  should  be  no  detention  of  the  shipping  ’ 

368.  In  1843  the  surplus  was  3,340  l. ; and  in  aU  the  other  years  excent  the 

toai’  9-0  r ““rt  ’ T appears  oaVe  been  a SUIPlus>  in  1830  amounting 
to  l,9o°  L , are  these  surpluses  expended  entirely  on  charities,  and  under  what 
authority  ? — Lnder  the  grant  of  Charles  the  Second. 


369.  Does 
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369.  Does  that  allow  you  to  expend  the  whole  of  the  surplus  in  charity  ? — Jacob  Herbert, 

It  specially  directs  that  the  surplus  should  be  so  applied.  

370.  Has  there  been  any  application  at  any  time  from- the  authorities  in  Lon-  21  APril  l84 

don  to  have  the  charges  upon  ballast  reduced  ? — I think  not.  There  was  an 
application  some  few  years  ago  with  respect  to  the  extra  charge  authorized  by 

the  Act  for  ballast  delivered  to  vessels  lying  in  the  docks  ; and  that  application 
was  acceded  to,  and  the  rate  was  reduced. 

371.  To  equalize  it  to  the  vessels  riding  in  the  stream? — I think  not  so,  but 
to  equalize  it  with  respect  to  the  docks,  and  fixing  it  at  an  equal  rate  for  ballast 
delivered  in  the  docks. 

372.  Have  you  a list  of  the  charges  attendant  upon  the  supply  of  ballast  fixed 
in  any  part  of  the  Custom-house,  or  anywhere  else  ? — I think  not ; but  the  charges 
are  not  various. 

373.  Is  there  a list  at  all  placed  up  anywhere? — I do  not  think  it  is  publicly 
exhibited,  but  it  is  universally  known. 

374.  What  are  the  rates  besides  Is.  per  ton  ; is  that  general? — One  shilling 
a ton  is  upon  colliers. 

375.  Is  not  the  ballast  taken  out  and  spread  in  a wet  state  on  board  of  the 
vessels  ? — It  is  not  dry,  but  it  is  freed  from  wet  as  much  as  it  is  practicable. 

376.  Have  you  never  had  any  complaint  of  vessels  taking  in  wet  ballast,  as  to 
the  health  of  the  crews? — I have  no  recollection  of  any  such  complaint. 

377.  Does  not  the  ballast  completely  consist  of  alluvial  soil  as  well  as  of 
shingle? — It  is  principally  gravel. 

378.  Mixed  with  mud  and  clay? — No  ; if  it  be  so  mixed,  except  in  a very 
slight  proportion,  it  would  not  be  considered  as  of  fit  quality  for  the  supply  of 
shipping ; and  if  any  attempt  were  made  on  the  part  of  the  ballast-men  to  force 
such  ballast  on  board  of  vessels,  they  wrould  be  severely  reprimanded,  and  in  all 
probability  dismissed  the  service.  Such  complaints  have  occurred,  but  they  have 
not  been  frequent. 

379.  Is  there  any  process  by  which  the  ballast  may  be  washed  and  the  shingle 
delivered  dry  to  the  ships  ? — There  is  a process  of  screening  ballast,  for  which  the 
Act  of  Parliament  authorizes  an  extra  charge,  but  I am  not  acquainted  with  the 
mode  in  which  that  is  done. 

380.  But  it  is  done  by  the  persons  in  the  ballasting  department;  what  is  the 
extra  charge?— I think  it  is  only  double  ; ballast  of  that  description  is  required 
for  vessels  going  on  foreign  voyages.  The  rate  for  ordinary  ballast  for  such 
vessels  would  be  Is.  3 d.;  the  rate  for  screened  ballast  is  2s.  6c?. 

381.  Can  you  state,  by  reference  to  your  books,  what  is  the  proportion  of 
screened  to  the  common  ballast  supplied  ? — I can  render  such  a statement  most 
readily ; the  quantity  is  very  small. 

382.  Where  are  the  charges  paid ; how  do  vessels  who  take  ballast  pay  for  it? 

— They  pay  at  the  time  they  make  the  entry  requiring  its  delivery,  at  the  Trinity 
House  on  Tower-hill, 

383.  Not  at  the  time  they  pay  the  light  dues? — That  is  an  optional  matter;  it 
may  or  it  may  not  be  so ; but  1 think  ordinarily  it  would  not  be  so. 

384.  Has  that  been  under  the  consideration  of  the  Board,  to  reduce  the  charge 
so  as  to  lessen  the  surplus  at  any  time,  with  a view  of  giving  relief  for  the  ballast 
charge  for  the  shipping? — No,  it  has  not. 

385.  And  you  say  there  never  has  been  any  complaint  as  to  the  rate  of  charge  ? 

— Certainly  not  for  many  years  past. 

386.  Mr.  Grogan .]  Does  the  surplus  revenue  arising  from  the  sale  of  ballast 
form  auy  part  of  the  sum  that  is  given  to  charitable  pensions  ? — It  forms  a part 
of  the  revenues  applicable  to  general  charities. 

387.  In  taking  the  ballast  account  some  few  years  back,  was  there  not  some- 
times an  occasion  for  a draft  being  given  for  the  deficiency,  to  make  up  the  loss 
on  the  charges  for  ballast  ? — Such  has  been  frequently  the  case  in  years  past,  as 
well  as  in  those  more  recent ; the  account  shows  it  was  so  to  a great  extent  in 
1839,  and,  though  not  so  largely,  in  1842. 

388.  Do  you  imagine  that  the  increase  of  which  you  have  spoken  is  to  be 
attributed  to  the  increase  of  the  coal  trade ; that  an  extra  quantity  has  been 
required,  and  that  has  increased  the  supply  ? — The  surplus  arises,  I apprehend, 
from  the  increased  quantity  delivered,  consequent  upon  the  increased  trade  of 
the  port,  and  particularly  from  the  increase  in  the  coal  trade. 

389.  Was  it  not  always  understood  that  the  shipping,  and  the  coal  trade 

0.36.  c 4 especially. 
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expenditure,  and  some  little  more  ? — Quite  so  ; and  in  truth  I apprehend  that 

21  April  1845.  the  profit,  at  the  rate  paid  by  colliers,  would  be  very  inconsiderable,  if  any. 

390.  Chairman.]  In  the  Charter  or  Act  of  Parliament,  is  there  any  duty  as 
to  deepening  the  river  pointed  out  to  you,  and  giving  you  the  privilege  of  sup- 
plying ships  ? — There  is. 

391.  What  is  the  next  committee? — The  next  is  the  committee  for  pilotage, 
consisting  of  four  members ; their  duty  is  to  supervise  all  matters  connected  with 
pilotage  subjects. 

392.  Who  is  the  head  clerk  of  that  department? — Mr.  Henry  Berthon  is 
clerk  of  the  Pilotage  Committee. 

393.  The  pilotage  accounts  all  come  through  your  office  in  the  same  manner 
as  the  lighthouse  ? — Yes,  they  do. 

394.  Do  these  accounts  come  through  your  office  also  previous  to  their  being 
laid  before  the  special  committee? — Every  letter  and  every  account  passes 
through  my  hands  in  the  first  instance : in  virtue  of  a discretion  placed  in  me 
by  the  Board,  I either  bring  those  subjects  immediately  under  the  notice  of  the 
Board,  or  refer  them  as  mere  matters  of  detail  to  the  committee. 

395.  Does  that  committee  examine  the  pilots,  or  what  are  their  immediate 
duties  ?— Their  duties  are  to  attend  to  all  subjects  which  are  brought  under  the 
notice  of  the  Corporation  with  reference  to  pilotage ; representations  from  all  the- 
outports  at  which  sub-commissioners  of  pilotage  are  established,  as  well  as  the 
subject  of  pilotage  generally  in  the  port  of  London ; they  examine  all  accounts 
connected  with  the  pilotage  service. 

396.  Within  what  limits;  you  have  a certain  limit,  have  you  not? — Yes,  all 
the  outports  at  which  sub -commissioners  of  pilotage  are  established,  as  well  as 
within  the  limits  of  the  London  district,  which  extend  from  London  to  the  Dud- 
geon Light-vessel  to  the  eastward  and  northward ; and  to  the  westward,  to  the- 
Downs  and  the  Isle  of  Wight. 

397.  Do  you  mean  the  Dudgeon  Light,  off  the  Wash? — Yes,  and  thence  to 
the  Downs  and  the  Isle  of  Wight  westward. 

39 8.  Is  the  duty  of  your  committee  confined  to  that  district  for  the  examination 
of  pilots? — The  committee  do  not  examine  the  pilots. 

39 9-  What  is  their  duty  in  that  respect? — They  have  no  duty  to  perform  in 
reference  to  the  examination  of  pilots  ; they  attend  to  the  subject  of  pilotage, 
but  the  examination  of  pilots  rests  with  the  examining  committee. 

400.  Is  that  a separate  committee  ? — Yes,  a separate  committee. 

40 1.  Then  do  you  mean  they  attend  to  the  accounts  of  the  pilotage,  or  what 
are  their  duties  besides  that  of  examining  the  accounts? — There  are  accounts 
connected  with  every  establishment  of  pilots,  as  well  at  the  outports  as  in  London  ; 
but  apart  from  that  there  are  incidental  questions  of  a great  variety  of  purport 
constantly  occurring  from  all  parts  of  the  country ; and  then  again  I would  add, 
that  the  examination  of  the  qualifications  of  pilots  or  persons  who  are  candidates- 
for  pilots’  licences,  are  sent  up  from  the  outports  at  which  there  are  sub-commis- 
sioners, and  the  committee  issue  licences  to  such  men  as  they  approve  of. 

402.  Do  those  who  are  examined  at  the  outports  receive  licences  from  you 
after  that  examination  ?— -At  such  outports  as  we  have  sub-commissioners  of- 
pilotage. 

403.  _ At  what  ports  have  you  sub-commissioners  of  pilotage ; can  you  give  the 
Committee  a list? — I can  furnish  it. 

404.  What  is  the  next  committee  ?— The  next  committee  is  for  examinations, 
consisting  of  four  members  ; they  are  also  appointed  annually  by  the  Court  of 
the  Corporation,  and  their  duties  are  to  examine  all  persons  producing  an  order 
from  the  Board  of  Admiralty  to  undergo  examination  as  masters  and  second 
masters  in  the  Royal  Navy,  and  all  persons  applying  for  licences  as  pilots  within 
the  London  distnet. 

405.  Are  there  examining  officers  in  other  districts  ?— The  sub-commissioners 
tor  tile  respective  ports  institute  the  necessary  examination  thereat. 

406.  They  are,  in  fact,  under  the  superintendence  of  your  Board  ?— -Under 
the  appointment  and  superintendence  of  the  Board. 

4?<-  ,A,re  the™  any  other  committees  ? — The  next  committee  I would  name  is 
the  Lighthouse  Committee. 

408.  Mr.  Grogan .]  If  the  sub-commissioners  at  the  outports  are  under  the- 
control  of  the  Board  in  London,  where  all  master  pilots  are  examined,  the  pilots 

or 
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or  masters  are  in  fact  examined  by  your  Board  ? — They  are  not  examined  by  the 
Board  in  London,  but  by  persons  under  their  appointment  at  the  outports. 

409.  Mr.  Duncan. ] The  committee  has  the  power  to  authorize  and  to  form  a 
committee  at  the  outports  to  examine  pilots  ? — No,  those  appointments  are  made 
by  the  Board  ; the  committee  have  no  power  to  appoint  sub-commissioners. 

41 0.  Then  all  the  pilots  who  apply  for  examination  for  licences  are  obliged  to 
appear  before  the  committee  in  London? — Only  those  for  the  London  district. 

411.  Then  as  to  the  pilots  for  the  outports,  how  are  they  licensed  ? — They 
appear  personally  before  the  sub-commissioners  at  those  respective  ports ; they 
are  examined  by  them,  and  a certificate  of  qualification,  if  they  are  found  quali- 
fied, is  sent  up  by  them,  such  certificate  being  in  a form  prescribed  by  the  Act 
of  Parliament. 

412.  Then  you  do  appoint  individuals  at  those  ports  to  examine?— The  Board 
does,  not  the  committee. 

413.  Then  the  Board  has  a right  to  name  individuals  in  the  outports  for  the 
examination  of  pilots  ? — They  have. 

41 4.  Chairman .]  It  does  not  appear  clearly  to  the  Committee  how  the  Board 
at  the  outports  are  appointed  ; what  class  of  people  are  appointed  as  examiners? 
— They  are  appointed  by  the  Board,  and  some  portion  of  them  are  invariably 
retired  masters  of  merchant  vessels,  or  officers  in  the  Royal  Navy,  or  other  per- 
sons well  qualified  practically  in  maritime  affairs,  and  especially  having  a local 
knowledge  of  the  port  for  which  they  are  appointed. 

415.  l)o  they  furnish  any  credentials  to  the  Board,  or  are  they  examined  by 
the  Board  in  London  previous  to  their  being  appointed  sub-commissioners  ? — 
They  are  not  examined  by  the  Board,  but  they  invaluably  produce  such  general 
reference  and  statement  of  qualifications  as  the  Board  deem  sufficient  to  justify 
the  appointment. 

416.  How  many  individuals  form  an  examining  Board  at  the  outports  ? — The 
Act  requires  that  there  should  not  be  less  than  three,  or  more  than  five. 

417.  And  according  to  that  Act  the  Board  proceeds  ? — They  do. 

41 8.  Mr.  Duncan.']  Is  there  any  salary  attached  to  those  individuals  at  the 
outports  as  examiners  ? — There  is  no  salary,  but  the  pilots  pay  an  annual  due 
upon  renewal  of  their  licences.  By  the  Act  of  Parliament  the  licences  of  the 
pilots  are  for  a year  only,  renewable  at  the  end  of  each  year,  if  the  man  continues 
to  be  regarded  as  a proper  person  to  have  his  licence  continued ; and  upon 
renewal  a sum  varying  from  one  to  two  guineas  is  payable  to  the  sub-commis- 
sioners, which  is  appropriated  as  they  think  fit. 

41 9.  Chairman.]  Do  you  receive  any  reports  of  the  number  of  licences  so 
renewed  from  the  outports,  so  as  to  ascertain  the  amount  of  remuneration  they 
received^  for  their  trouble? — No  licences  can  be  withdrawn  without  a com- 
munication being  made  to  the  Board ; and  though  it  is  not  usual  for  a specific 
report  to  be  made  annually  of  the  number  of  pilots  whose  licences  are  renewed, 
it  is  a matter  of  reasonable  conclusion  that  the  whole  number  is  renewed,  unless 
report  be  made  that  any  are  withheld  : a statement  can  readily  be  furnished,  if 
required,  of  the  amount  of  fees;  in  some  cases  they  are  not  received  at  all;  in 
others  they  are  exceedingly  small,  and  do  not  pay  the  expenses  of  the  sub-com- 
missioners. 

420.  Is  there  any  age  to  which  pilots  are  limited  ? — They  are  not  allowed  to 
be  examined  as  pilots  after  35. 

421.  How  long  are  the  licences  allowed  to  be  continued? — Until  a man  is 
vorn  out,,  and  that  may  vary  according  to  the  constitution  of  the  individual  ; 
one  man  is  a very  competent  man  at  70,  while  another  man  is  not  fit  for  any- 
thing at  60. 

422.  It  depends  upon  the  discretion  of  the  examining  officer? — Precisely. 

423.  Mr.  Chapman.]  During  the  present  year  have  not  all  pilots  belonging 
to  the  port  of  London  passed  through  a regular  course  of  examination  and 
inspection  by  the  Pilot  Committee  at  the  Trinity  House? — The  examination 
took  place  at  the  early  part  of  this  year,  upon  the  renewal  of  the  London  licences. 
The  committee  were  summoned  specially  day  by  day,  for  the  purpose  of 
examining  the  whole  of  the  men  in  the  London  district,  and  a report  was  made 
to  the  Board  of  their  efficiency  and  non-efficiency,  and  a similar  examination 
■"'as  directed  to  take  place  at  every  outport ; and  we  have  had  a report  from  each 
■with  reference  to  every  individual  applying  for  the  renewal  of  his  licence  as  pilot. 
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424.  Have  you  any  power  of  interfering  with  the  pilots  at  the  Cinque  Ports? 

How  are  they  examined  1— They  are  examined  by  the  fellowship  of  pilots 
at  Dover  or  Deal,  acting  under  the  Lord  Warden  of  the  Cinque  Ports. 

406  Do  your  pilots  and  theirs  come  in  collision,  or  how  does  that  class  of 
pilots  take  the  duty  when  the  ships  are  coming  up  or  going  out?— The  jurisdic- 
tion of  the  Cinque  Ports  is  an  upward  jurisdiction;  they  have  no  authority 
whatever  to  license  pilots  to  take  vessels  down  the  river  Thames.  The  jurisdic- 
tion of  the  Trinity  House  is  downwards,  but  not  exclusively  so  ; because  upon 
some  occasions,  in  matters  of  urgency,  a Trinity  House  pilot  may  conduct  a 
vessel  up  the  river;  that  is  to  say,  in  the  same  line  of  jurisdiction  as  that  in 
which  the  Cinque  Ports  have  authority,  and  so  far,  it  may  be  said,  there  is  a 
concurrent  jurisdiction;  but  we  do  not  find  that  it  produces  collision,  because  a 
Trinity  House  pilot  would  not  be  authorized  to  take  charge  of  a vessel  upwards, 
excepting  after  the  ship  had  passed  certain  limits,  beyond  which  there  would  be 
no  probability  whatever  of  her  receiving  a Cinque  Port  pilot  aboard. 

427.  What  class  of  pilots  go  off  at  the  Land’s  End  and  the  Isle  of  Wight ; by 
whom  are  they  examined  ?— The  Isle  of  Wight  pilots  sometimes  cruize  as  far  to 
the  westward  as  the  Land’s  End,  but  not  very  frequently ; and  those  pilots  are 
licensed  by  the  Trinity  House,  upon  a certificate  from  the  sub-commissioners. 

428.  How  far  westward  do  the  Cinque  Port  pilots  go  ? I think  not  beyond 
the  Owers. 

429.  Not  to  the  west  of  the  Isle  of  Wight  ? — No. 

430.  In  case  of  a complaint  being  lodged,  by  what  body  is  that  complaint 
inquired  into?— If  occurring  at  an  outport  where  sub-commissioners  are  esta- 
blished, the  complaint  is  heard  before  them,  and  their  report  is  transmitted  to 
the  Board  for  its  consideration  and  directions  ; and  in  the  port  of  London  the 
same  course  is  pursued,  the  inquiry  being  made  by  the  committee  for  pilotage. 

43 1 . Then,  iu  fact,  everything  connected  with  the  appointment  and  complaints 
against  pilots  within  these  limits  is  done  through  that  committee  which  you 
have  just  now  stated  ? — As  regards  the  London  district,  but  in  respect  of  the 
outports  the  report  of  the  sub- commissioners  would  be  taken  in  the  first  place  to 
the  Board. 

432.  Would  it  not  be  referred  from  the  Board  to  them? — That  is  as  the  case 
might  be  found  to  require ; if  a further  investigation  was  found  necessary, 
such  would  be  the  case  ; and  indeed  it  has  occurred,  I will  not  say  frequently, 
but  it  has  many  times  occurred  that  committees  have  been  sent  down  from  the 
Trinity  House/specially  appointed  to  make  inquiry  at  the  outports  into  the  sub- 
ject when  the  matter  has  appeared  to  require  such  investigation. 

433.  On  what  principle  do  you  regulate  the  number  of  pilots  that  are  to  be 
licensed  ? — The  trade  of  the  port. 

4 34.  Are  there  not  complaints  by  many  of  the  pilots  of  their  not  being  able  to 
obtain  an  adequate  livelihood  and  employment? — Certainly;  at  many  of  the 
ports  the  remuneration  is  exceedingly  small  indeed,  and  it  has  very  frequently 
happened  that  applications  on  the  part  of  persons  who  have  been  desirous  of 
receiving  pilots’  licences  have  been  denied  by  the  Corporation,  because  they  have 
found  that  the  earnings  of  the  pilots  at  that  place,  collectively  and  individually, 
have  been  so  small  as  to  make  it  self-evident  that  the  trade  could  not  require  an 
additional  number. 

435.  Have  you  of  late  had  many  complaints  from  the  shipping  respecting  the 
charge  of  pilotage,  and  that  department  generally  ? — I think  not,  as  respects  the 
charge ; the  complaints  to  which  I would  refer  are  those  against  pilots,  with 
reference  to  their  conduct. 

436.  Is  the  Committee  to  understand  that  all  these  complaints,  whether  of 
conduct  or  of  rates,  are  all  taken  into  consideration  by  the  Board  as  a Board,  and 
if  necessary  referred  to  the  committee  of  pilotage  for  their  decision? — Yes,  that 
is  the  course. 

437.  What  is  the  next  committee? — The  committee  for  lighthouses. 

438.  What  does  that  consist  of? — That  consists  of  four  members,  appointed 
by  the  court  annually,  not  the  whole  four  annually ; the  usage  is,  that  some 
should  remain,  and  perhaps,  without  any  fixed  rule,  two  are  chosen  every 
year. 

439.  Does  the  Board  generally  take  their  turn? — Not  as  a matter  of  rotation; 
and  with  respect  to  the  committee  for  lighthouses,  their  duties  require  that  they 

should 
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should  be  frequently,  and  at  all  periods  of  the  year,  afloat  and  upon  the  coast;  so  Jacob  Herbert,  Es« 

that  it  is  necessary  that  the  individuals  constituting  that  committee  should  be 

active  persons,  and  constitutionally  competent  to  perform  their  duties.  21  APril  l845- 

440.  Who  are  the  members  of  the  present  body  ? — Captain  Madan,  Captain 
Weynton,  Captain  Farrer,  and  Captain  Farquharson. 

441.  Then  what  are  the  special  duties  consigned  to  them? — All  subjects 
connected  with  lighthouses,  generally  speaking,  more  especially,  perhaps,  the 
supply  of  stores ; the  inspection  of  all  establishments ; the  supervision  of  the 
lighthouse-keepers,  and  the  crews  of  the  light-vessels ; the  examination  of  the 
accounts  of  the  agents,  and  superintendents. 

442.  In  the  account  there  appears  a charge  of  agency ; does  the  committee 
appoint  agents? — No,  agents  are  appointed  by  the  Board. 

443.  What  is  the  special  duty  of  the  agents? — The  special  duty  of  an  agent 
is,  residing  upon  the  spot,  to  visit  the  lighthouse  frequently  ; to  take  care  that, 
the  men  are  always  doing  their  duty,  and  that  the  light  is  in  every  respect 
efficiently  maintained,  and  that  cleanliness  and  good  order  are  observed  ; at  the 
same  time  I would  remark,  with  reference  to  agencies,  that  the  Corporation  have, 
for  some  time  past,  been  endeavouring  gradually  to  abolish  the  local  agencies, 
and,  to  substitute  district  superintendencies  instead. 

444.  The  Committee  observe,  by  the  Return  which  you  have  laid  before 
them,  dated  the  16lh  April  1845,  that  the  agencies  under  the  Trinity  House 
amounted  in  the  year  1843  to  2,057  l. ; is  that  a smaller  sum  than  you  paid  in 
former  years  ? — I am  not  prepared  at  this  moment  to  say  whether  it  be  or  not ; 
but  I have  no  doubt  that  the  ultimate  result  of  the  present  system  of  superin- 
tendence will  reduce  the  amount  considerably. 

445.  What  do  you  allude  to  as  the  new  plan  ; explain  what  you  intend  by  the 
proposed  alteration? — The  substitution  of  district  superintendents  instead  of 
local  agents ; for  example,  in  the  Isle  of  Wight,  Captain  Love  is  the  super- 
intendent there ; his  district  extends  from  the  Owers  to  Portland,  and  the  salary 
allowed  him  is  200/.  per  annum,  he  having  to  attend  three  floating  and  six 
shore  lights.  I would  just  mention  in  addition  the  superintendent  at  Milford ; 
his  district  extends  from  Scilly  exclusive  to  Whitehaven,  and  comprehends  also 
the  entire  Bristol  Channel.  Now,  within  that  district,  viz.  at  Holyhead,  there 
has  till  recently  been  a local  agent ; he  has  died.  No  new  agent  has  been  ap- 
pointed, and  the  duties  which  lie  had  to  perform  have  merged  into  those  of  the 
superintendent  at  Milford,  without  any  augmentation  of  salary. 

446.  Is  it  the  intention  of  the  Board  thus  to  divide  the  whole  coast  into  dis- 
tricts, with  the  view  of  having  single  district  superintendents  ? — It  is ; and  as 
vacancies  occur,  they  will  within  the  respective  districts  merge  into  the  general 
duty  of  the  superintendents  therein. 

447.  In  cases  where  floating  lights  are  within  their  districts,  what  means  of 
communication  have  they  with  these  lights? — Each  district  superintendent  is 
provided  with  a vessel  at  each  station,  which  enables  him  to  visit  those  stations 
at  which  floating  lights  are  placed,  or  lighthouses  upon  rocks. 

448.  Take  the  Isle  of  Wight,  for  example : what  kind  of  a vessel  has  Captain 
Love  to  attend  to  them? — He  has  a cutter  of  about  70  tons,  manned  by  relief- 
men  belonging  to  the  floating  lights. 

449.  At  any  port  on  the  north  coast  of  Northumberland,  is  there  any  cutter ; 
any  such  vessel  provided  for  visiting  the  light  ? — There  is  at  Wells  ; but  at  present 
the  duty  of  the  superintendent  thereat  does  not  extend  to  the  northward  of  the 
Humber. 

450.  Who  is  the  district  officer  there  ? — Mr.  William  Race. 

451.  Where  does  he  reside? — At  Wells. 

452.  Has  he  charge  of  the  Coquet  Light,  off  the  coast  of  Northumberland?— 

No,  his  northernmost  duty  is  the  floating  light  off  the  Spurn  Point,  and  the  shore 
lights  thereat. 

453.  How  far  south  does  he  come  ?— He  comes  to  Cromer,  exclusive. 

454.  Are  there  any  between  Cromer  and  the  London  river  t — Between  Cromer 
and  Orfordness,  there  is  a superintendent  resides  at  Y armouth. 

455.  What  is  his  name  ? — William  Davie.  _ } 

456.  A naval  officer? — No;  he  has  been  brought  up  in  the  Corporations 
service  from  his  earliest  youth. 

457-  Mr.  Chapman .]  Would  it  not  follow  that  there  would  be  a great  increase 
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in  those  agencies  if  this  plan  was  not  to  be  determined  upon,  in  consequence  of 
the  great  increase  in  the  number  of  lighthouses  of  late  vears? — TTnrmoo 
ti  on  ably. 


the 

tion^ux  j . 

458;  Chairman.']  Are  you  aware  that  in  France  the  whole  coast  is  divided 
into  districts  in  that  way,  with  a superintending  officer? — Yes,  I think  I have 
heard  so. 

459.  Are  we  to  understand  that  the  wages,  victualling,  and  all  the  other 
expenses,  supplying  coals,  oil,  stores,  and  ordinary  repairs,  depend  upon  that 
committee? — Everything  which  you  have  mentioned,  except  the  contracts  for 
the  more  important  articles  and  repairs. 

460.  By  the  Paper  before  the  Committee,  it  appears  that  you  contract  for  oil 
once  a year  for  the  whole  supply  ? — We  do. 

461.  How  is  that  oil  supplied  to  the  several  stations? — The  oil  is  provided  by 
contracts  made  upon  tenders  consequent  upon  public  notice  in  the  newspapers, 
and  is  delivered  by  the  contractor  into  the  Corporation’s  stores  at  13  lack  wall* 
and  from  thence  shipped  to  the  different  stations  on  board  of  the  steam-vessel 
belonging  to  the  London  district,  excepting  occasionally,  when  the  tenders  from 
Yarmouth,  Harwich,  Ramsgate,  or  Milford,  come  to  London  for  the  purpose,  and 
take  down  supplies  to  the  different  establishments  within  those  respective  districts. 

462.  x\re  all  the  other  articles  supplied  in  the  same  way? — Yes,  all  the  other 
articles  are  supplied  in  the  same  way. 

463.  The  Committee  observe  under  the  head  of  pensions,  1,760?.  in  the  year 

1843,  payable  to  pensioners;  are  those  pensions  to  any  men  who  have  served  in 
any  department  ? For  the  most  pari ; but  there  is  an  item  of  charge  in  the 
account  which  has  been  blended  under  that  head  of  pensions,  which  ought 
not  to  have  been  there ; and  it  was  only  this  morning  I was  aware  that  they  had 
been  so  blended.  The  annuities  payable  upon  the  revenue  of  the  Smalls  are 
included  in  that  sum.  The  item  has  been  entered  by  mistake ; 423?.  annuity 
upon  the  Smalls,  a purchased  light.  J 

464.  Then  all  the  rest  are  for  servants  ?— Yes,  all  the  rest  are  for  servants. 
405.  By  whom  are  they  granted ; by  the  Board  ?— Yes,  by  the  Board,  after  a 

careiui  investigation  of  all  the  circumstances  connected  with  each  case,  by  the 
committee  of  the  deputy-master  and  wardens. 

_ ^ Undei'.tIle  head  boat- hire,  pilotage,  and  salvage,  there  appears  a sum, 

1,320/.;  how  is  that  regulated;  have  you  any  establishment ?— Pilotage  is  a 
charge  necessarily  incurred  at  some  of  the  outports ; and  the  item  of  salvage  is 
composed  of  various  sums  paid  on  occasions  of  buoys  being  run  down  or  broken 
adrift,  and  imormation  being  given  at  the  House  of  their  being  so  gone,  and 
money  paid  to  the  salvors  in  the  usual  way.  6 

Committee636  316  ^ Under  tlie  cllarge  °*‘  that  committee  ?— Yes,  of  the  Light 

u jfp8nfTJh!  Rpailf’ b<J.h  01'dinary  and  special,  how  are  they  made?— It  is  the 
he  ! ?.lrecV?  the  ^rly  part  of  every  year,  a circular  letter  to 

local  10n’  e|ther  t0vhe  saPei’intendent  of  the  district,  or  to  the 

local  agent,  as  the  case  may  be,  to  direct  him  to  make  a careful  examination  of 

uphlwSet Le3^  What  hG  ,COfiderS  be  necessary  to  be  done1  for 

upholding  the  same  in  the  course  of  the  current  year,  distinomishing  ordinary 

m ake  ^tracts^rom  ^ "*"5  *°  * ^ 

of  the  Board  tZ  3 3 S°  done’suW  them  to  the  consideration 

01  me  Jjoaid.  _ 1 he  usual  course  is  then  to  refer  those  reports  to  a ioint  com- 

469.  Are  the  repairs,  when  so  ordered,  done  by  contract  or  bv  dav  labour 
tenders  * InSpeCtl°n  °*  the  s«P™ntendent  ?-By  contract,  upo/  competition 

m»47r°'rlla?  7°“  suPerint™<1ent  or  clerks  of  the  works,  to  whom  the  fulfil- 

Mr  jlm  s‘ &“Jrtod^N0i  y "*  4. 

™ under  the  peLnal  Jspel 

471.  The 
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471 . The  Committee  observe,  in  the  year  1843,  the  ordinary  repairs  for  all  the 
lighthouses  are  put  down  at  9,457  /.,  while  the  special  repairs  are  put  down  at 

37,137  l. ; what  are  we  to  understand  is  the  first  item,  “ ordinary  repairs”? 

Ordinary  repairs  comprise  the  usual  work,  carpenters’  work,  and  painting,  and  the 
ordinary  works  which  are  necessary. 

472.  In  new  buildings  ? — Not  new  buildings. 

473.  Then  under  “ special  repairs”  would  come  any  additions  to  the  light- 
house or  new  buildings  ? — Any  addition  to  the  lighthouse  or  new  buildings,  or 
improvements  to  the  lighting  apparatus. 

474.  The  Committee  observe,  for  example,  that  the  Fern  Light  cost  2,604/. 
special  repairs,  whilst  the  Coquet  cost  only  42/.? — There  were  new  buildings 
erected  on  the  Great  Fern,  and  there  was  also  an  increased  accommodation 
formed  at  the  lighthouse  upon  the  outer  rock,  called  the  Longstone. 

475.  That  is  an  expense  that  will  not  occur  again?— In  all  probability, 

never.  J 

476.  The  Committee  observe  in  the  Shipwash  Floating  Light  an  expense  of 
2,126  /.,  whilst  in  another  they  only  observe  a sum  of  S00 1. ; what  is  that 
owing  to  ? — The  Shipwash  Light-vessel  underwent  a general  repair. 

477.  The  Committee  observe,  in  respect  of  the  Foreland,  an  expense  of  ordi- 
nary repairs  amounting  to  only  130/.,  while  there  is  5,692/.  special  repairs?— 
There  was  a new  lighthouse  built. 

4/8.  With  new  lamps  and  burners? — A dioptric  apparatus  was  fitted  there, 
which  I think  is  included  in  that  charge. 

479-  .The  Committee  observe  an  expense  at  Dungeness  of  3,072/.  extra;  one 
of  the  lighthouses  purchased  ? — New  cottages  have  been  erected  there,  and  the 
whole  of  the  premises  surrounded  by  a wall,  which  is  of  considerable  extent. 

480.  That  is  pn  expense  once  for  all? — Perhaps  it  may  save  trouble  if  I were 
to  remark  that  it  has  been,  as  the  Chairman  observes,  an  object  of  the  Corpo- 
ration, in  providing  this  increased  accommodation  for  the  light-keepers,  to 
remove  domestic  fires  out  of  the  lighthouses.  Previously  the  towers  were  the 
residences  of  the  families  of  the  keepers,  which  was  fouud  to  be  inconsistent 
with  the  preservation  of  cleanliness  and  order ; and  from  everything  which  I 
have  understood  as  the  result  of  the  new  buildings  which  have  been  set  up, 
it  has  entirely  answered  the  expectation  that  was  entertained  of  it,  and  those 
establishments  are  kept  now  in  much  better  order  than  they  previously  were. 

481.  Mr.  Chapman.']  You  have  stated  you  have  been  upwards  of  30  years 
acquainted  with  these  matters ; has  it  occurred  to  you,  in  the  course  of  your 
recollection,  that  in  any  former  10  years,  or  in  any  former  15  years,  that  any- 
thing was  done  in  completing  the  system  of  lighthouses  equal  to  what  has  been 
done  within  the  last  10  years  ; has  not  the  expenditure  been  great  in  consequence 
of  the  greater  number  of  lighthouses  being  made  more  efficient  than  they  were 
at  any  former  period,  and  multiplied  in  number,  taking  into  calculation  -what 
has  been  done  the  last  10  years  in  comparison  with  what  was  done  at  any  10 
years  of  a former  period  ? — My  experience  in  the  service  of  the  Corporation  ex- 
tends over  a period  somewhat  longer  than  you  have  stated ; it  is,  in  fact,  rather 
more  than  42  years,  and  I can  very  safely  say  that  during  that  time,  dividing 
it  into  periods  of  10  years,  unquestionably  there  has  not  been  any  such  extensive 
new  establishments  and  new  works ; and,  as  far  as  I can  judge,  the  money  has 
been  well  laid  out. 

482.  Chairman.]  During  the  last  10  years,  you  have  had  all  the  lighthouses 
purchased  from  private  individuals  put  in  perfect  repair  ? — Exactly  so  ; and  a 
great  deal  of  money  has  been  expended  in  that  way. 

4^3-  You  have  also  established  a number  of  new  lights? — A number  of  new 
lights  have  also  been  established.  The  total  number  of  lighthouses  in  1834, 
which  was  the  period  when  the  former  Committee  on  Lighthouses  sat,  was  42 ; 
the  number  of  floating  lights  was  then  13;  and  there  were  also  under  the 
management  of  the  Corporation,  but  not  belonging  to  them,  two  lighthouses 
and  one  floating  light,  the  total  number  being  58 ; and  in  the  present  year, 
1845,  the  total  number  is  91. 

4.84.  Will  you  give  in  that  comparative  list? — I will  send  it,  with  the  per- 
mission of  the  Committee  ; this  in  my  hand  is  somewhat  imperfect. 

485*  Mr.  Chapman.]  May  we  not  naturally  conclude  that  the  increased 
number  of  lighthouses  have  been  such,  that  it  is  scarcely  within  the  scope  of 
probability  that  any  more  will  be  required  for  some  time  to  come? — I should 
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Jacob  Herbert,  Esq.  not  venture  to  say  that.  There  is  one  which  the  Corporation  are  on  the  point 

of  commencing  at  Trevose  Head ; and  it  was  very  properly  remarked  by  the 

21  April  1845-  deputy-master,  011  Monday  last,  that  seeing  what  has  been  accomplished  in  the 
north  channel,  between  the  Nore  and  Orfordness,  that  the  same  facility  may  be 
looked  for  in  the  south  channel.  I really  should  hesitate  in  giving  any  opinion 
as  to  the  extent  of  the  wants  which  may  spring  up  for  new  lights. 

486.  Chairman.]  But,  from  what  you  know,  and  from  the  applications  and 
suggestions  that  may  be  made  to  the  Board  from  time  to  time  by  different 
individuals,  you  have  no  idea  that  any  such  additions  could  for  the  next  10  years 
be  made,  such  as  have  been  made  during  the  last  10  years? — I think  it  quite 
improbable. 

487.  Besides  these  duties  which  we  have  gone  through,  are  there  any  other 
duties  which  the  Lighthouse  Committee  have  to  perform  ? — It  has  not  been  spe- 
cially stated ; but  under  the  word  “ lighthouses,”  we  comprehend  all  standing 
beacons  and  floating  buoys. 

488.  Will  the  papers  you  have  in  your  hand  give  the  number  and  names  of 
the  beacons ; the  number  that  existed  in  1834,  and  the  additions  that  have  been 
made  since : they  come  also  within  the  management  of  the  Lighthouse  Com- 
mittee, do  they  not? — They  do ; the  total  number  of  standing  beacons  being  48, 
and  the  total  number  of  floating  buoys  being  297. 

489.  The  deputy-master  mentioned  that  visits  were  paid  to  the  different 
lighthouses  by  committees ; are  these  visits  by  the  committee  of  lighthouses,  or 
are  they  by  the  deputy -master,  or  by  whom  are  they  made  ?— The  deputy- 
master  occasionally  accompanies  the  visiting  committees,  but  they  are  made  too 
frequently  for  it  to  be  possible  for  him  to  accompany  them  upon  all  occasions. 
They  are  not  made  exclusively  by  members  of  the  committee  for  lighthouses, 
but  some  of  that  committee  form  a portion  of  all  the  committees  that  go 
down. 

490.  What  was  the  extent  of  visits  by  deputations  last  year? — Every  light- 
house belonging  to  the  Trinity  House  was  visited  last  year,  and  the  Scotch 
and  Irish  lights  in  1843;  but  the  visits  of  the  committees  of  the  Elder  Brethren 
are  not  to  be  confined  to  once  a year. 

491.  Do  they  visit  the  lighthouse  establishments  as  frequently  as  they  are  in 
the  neighbourhood? — Yes,  and  in  that  respect  many  of  them  continuously;  and 
apart  from  that,  the  superintendents  of  the  district  are  required,  and  actually  do, 
visit  them  monthly,  if  not  oftener. 

492.  Then  you  expect,  by  the  appointments  of  superintendents  of  the  districts, 
to  have  a more  constant  and  better  attention  to  everything  connected  with  the 
establishments?  — I think  that  will  be  the  result. 

493.  You  have  mentioned  that  frequent  application  was  made  to  Mr.  Walker, 
the  engineer;  the  Committee  does  not  observe  any  charge  for  Mr.  Walker’s  ser- 
vices in  the  present  estimate  you  have  given  in? — They  are  not  charged  sepa- 
rately. 

494.  In  what  way  are  they  charged  ? — They  are  included  in  the  general  charge 
for  repairs,  and  under  the  general  head  of  maintenance,  when  the  charge  of 
repair  is  not  specially  stated. 

495.  If  the  engineer  is  employed  to  visit  several  lighthouses,  do  you,  under 
the  head  of  maintenance,  make  a separate  charge  for  each  of  the  lighthouses  for 
his  professional  attendance  ? — He  apportions  his  charges,  and  they  are  placed 
to  the  respective  accounts. 

496.  Have  you  a statement  of  the  amount  of  professional  charges  during  the 
last  year  r — I have  no  such  statement  with  me,  but  I shall  have  no  difficulty  in 
rendering  it,  because  I have  for  some  few  years  caused  an  analysis  of  his  bills  to 
be  annually  made  out. 

497.  That  would  be  satisfactory,  as  showing  what  portion  under  the  head  of 
maintenance  goes  to  the  profits? — We  will  take  it  for  the  same  year,  1843,  with 
the  permission  of  the  Committee. 

49 S.  In  question  31  the  deputy-master  says  he  visited  all  the  Scotch  lights; 
in  what  year  was  that? — I think  in  the  year  1836. 

499.  And  he  also  states  that  the  7,000?.  applied  by  the  Board  to  pay  the 
Board,  was  from  time  immemorial ; is  there  any  Act  of  Parliament,  or  is  there 
any  charter,  which  sanctions  that  charge  ? — I think  the  statement  of  the  deputy- 
master  is,  that  the  fees  which  were  applied  to  the  remuneration  of  the  Elder 
Brethren  had  existed  from  time  immemorial ; not  the  7,000 1. 

500.  Is 
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500.  Is  the  7,000  l.  mentioned  by  the  Act,  and  what  Act  ? — The  7,000/.  was 
granted  by  the  Act  of  the  3d  of  Geo.  4,  c.  111. 

501 . In  question  50,  the  deputy-master  says  300,000  /.,  by  Act  of  Parliament, 
was  paid  to  the  Crown  for  the  Crown’s  supposed  right  of  property  in  the  light- 
houses ; do  you  know  on  what  principle  that  was  made ; or  was  the  Board  con- 
sulted at  all  as  to  that  value  ? — I think  the  Board  was  not  consulted ; but  my 
impression  is,  that  it  was  20  years’  purchase  of  the  Crown’s  right ; of  the  value 
of  the  Crown’s  right. 

502.  Valuing  it  at  what ; at  the  amount  at  which  the  last  leases  were  granted 
in  1827  ? — Just  so ; such  is  my  impression. 

503.  Do  you  recollect  what  steps  were  taken  by  the  Trinity  Board  to  carry 
out  the  recommendation  of  the  Select  Committee  of  the  House  of  Commons,  to 
prevent  the  renewal  of  those  leases  of  lighthouses  in  1827? — The  Trinity  House 
memorialized  the  Treasury  when  those  leases  were  about  to  expire,  suggesting 
that,  instead  of  the  leases  being  renewed  to  the  individuals,  the  lights  should 
be  transferred  to  the  Trinity  House. 

504.  That  is  stated  in  your  former  evidence  in  1834? — It  is. 

505.  Then  it  appears  that  you  have  paid  for  these  lighthouses,  Wiuterton  and 
others,  90,000  l. ; and  if  the  returns  made  by  you,  and  the  recommendation  by 
the  Select  Committee,  had  been  attended  to,  that  90,000  /.,  all  the  money  that 
has  hitherto  been  spoken  of,  and  the  interest,  would  have  been  saved  to  the 
public? — If  the  Crown  had  thought  proper  to  abandon  its  right,  and  give  those 
lights  to  the  Trinity  House,  such  would  have  been  the  case ; but  the  money 
expended  in  the  purchase  has  been  expended  under  the  authority  of  Parliament. 

,506.  Did  not  the  Crown  give  you  the  Foreland  Lights  ? — The  Crown  did  ; but 
I think  the  transfer  of  those  lights  took  place  under  an  arrangement  with  the 
Boards  of  Treasury  and  Admiralty,  in  1832. 

507.  Will  you  explain  : the  deputy-master  has  stated  that  the  reciprocity  paid 
out  of  the  Consolidated  Fund  has  now  been  saved  to  that  fund ; will  you  explain 
how  those  reciprocity  dues  originated  ; how  the  charge  originated? — Upon  the 
conclusion  of  the  first  treaty  of  commerce,  which  was  with  Portugal,  and  soon 
after  with  the  United  States,  an  Act  of  Parliament  passed,  the  59th  George  3, 
c.  54,  by  which  all  Corporations,  Commissioners,  or  other  public  bodies,  and  all 
individuals  having  the  right  to  receive  an  additional  duty  upon  foreign  vessels, 
were,  as  respects  the  Portuguese  and  American  vessels,  to  be  indemnified  out  of 
the  consolidated  duties  of  Customs,  and  the  vessels  were  to  be  charged  with  no 
higher  rate  than  British  vessels  were  subject  to.  Under  the  extension  of  our 
reciprocity  system,  the  same  principle  lias  been  applied  in  respect  of  all  vessels 
entitled  by  treaties  or  Orders  in  Council  to  be  dealt  with  and  charged  at  the 
rates  leviable  on  British  vessels  ; and  it  is  from  the  extension  of  that  system  to 
the  vessels  of  so  many  countries  as  are  now  so  privileged,  that  the  amounts 
chargeable  upon  the  consolidated  Customs  for  the  respective  lights  which  are 
named  in  that  paper  became  so  large  as  they  ultimately  did. 

508.  In  fact,  the  Government  undertook  to  pay  the  lighthouses  that  which 
they  exempted  foreign  ships  from  ? — They  did. 

509.  Are  there  any  other  committees? — The  committee  for  pensioners. 

510.  How  many  does  it  consist  of  ? — It  consists  of  four. 

511.  What  are  their  duties? — Their  duties  are  to  examine  personally  the 
particulars  of  every  petition  for  charity  which  is  presented  to  the  Corporation, 
and  quarterly  to  go  through  the  list  of  vacancies  which  have  occurred,  and  the 
list  of  applications  for  pensions,  and  select  such  cases  as  they  consider  entitled 
to  preference  in  the  apportionment  of  those  vacancies,  always  submitting  their 
recommendation  to  the  Court  of  the  Corporation,  who  either  confirm  or  other- 
wise, as  they  see  fit. 

512.  Is  there  not  a great  deal  of  trouble  attendant  on  that  department? — 
There  is  a great  deal  of  duty  to  be  performed,  certainly,  and  that  by  no  means 
of  the  most  pleasing  kind,  because  it  unfortunately  happens  that  the  Corporation 
means  of  charity  are  very  inadequate  to  the  wants  of  the  petitioners. 

513.  Do  not  the  numbers  of  letters,  and  the  applications  which  you  as 
secretary  receive  on  that  account,  far  exceed  all  the  other  correspondence  and 
communications  that  you  have  ? — They  are  very  numerous  : I should  not  like 
to  say  the  number. 

514-  Can  you  state  the  number  of  letters  you  have  in  a year  on  that  score  ? — 
Not  on  that  score. 

0.36.  d 4 515.  I mean 
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515.  I mean  relative  to  pensions  alone? — They  are  not  divided:  the  number 
of  letters  of  all  descriptions  placed  on  our  register  amounts  annually  to  between 
5,000  and  6,000. 

516.  For  pensions? — No,  the  letters  generally. 

517.  What  portion  of  them  relates  to  pensions? — I could  not  tell  without  dis- 
secting them . 

51 S.  Is  it  in  that  committee  that  the  nomination  or  appointments  are  generally 
made,  and  is  there  a rule  by  which  the  members  of  the  committee  take  the 
appointment? — The  Elder  Brother  who  acts  as  chairman  of  that  committee,  is 
always  the  junior  warden. 

519.  What  privilege  has  he? — No  privilege ; the  other  members  of  that  com- 
mittee are  the  junior  members  of  all  the  others,  with  the  exception  of  the 
examining  committee. 

520.  Have  they  not  the  power  of  naming  individually  each  member  a certain 
number  of  pensioners? — No,  it  is  not  so;  many  years  have  elapsed  since  any 
individual  Elder  Brother  could  exercise  the  slightest  influence  in  obtaining  the 
grant  of  a pension. 

521.  It  is  only  now  given  by  the  opinion  of  the  committee? — It  is  now  given 
by  order  of  the  court,  upon  the  recommendation  of  the  committee,  after  careful 
consideration  of  the  applications,  the  great  mass  of  applications  which  are 
before  them.  And  perhaps  I may  take  this  opportunity  of  reading  a short  paper 
which  I have  prepared  in  consequence  of  what  fell  on  Monday  last  from  the 
Honourable  Member  for  Dundee.  This  is  a statement  of  all  the  applications 
which  have  been  made  from  Dundee  since  the  year  1826,  and  not  yet  complied 
with.  The  total  number  is  19,  and  no  more,  since  the  year  1826,  of  persons  who 
have  not  been  placed  upon  the  pension  list.  There  have  been  only  19  applica- 
tions since  1825  ; and  of  these  three  have  been  considered  urgent,  and  have  been 
so  classed.  I cannot  venture  to  say  it  will  be  so,  but  I hope  pensions  will  be 
awarded  to  those  three  at  our  quarterly  appropriation  next  month. 

522.  Are  you  aware  that  the  Society  of  Master  and  Wardens  at  Dundee  divide 
annually  13,400 1.  among  the  distressed  seamen  of  that  port? — That  has  recently 
come  to  my  knowledge ; I was  not  aware  of  that  till  lately. 

523.  May  not  that  be  the  reason  why  so  few  applications  come  to  you? — 
I apprehend  it  is  so.  I would  make  one  further  observation,  and  that  is  with 
reference  to  what  was  said  the  other  day  touching  our  Montrose  list.  Under  the 
general  head  of  Montrose,  the  pensioners  at  Arbroath,  Johnshaven,  Bervie, 
Gourden,  and  some  other  places  are  comprised. 

524.  Does  it  go  so  far  as  Stonehaven?— Not  so  far. 

525.  It  was  stated  by  the  deputy-master,  that  seamen  to  be  entitled  to  the 
pensions,  were  to  be  in  vessels  paying  dues  to  the  Trinity  House  ? — Such  is  the 
case. 

526.  In  England  ? — Yes,  in  England,  certainly ; but  perhaps  I may  be  allowed 
to  extend  my  answer  to  that  question  a little.  Certainly  with  reference  to 
England  ; but  it  was  remarked  recently,  that  the  tonnage  of  the  port  of  Dundee 
was  about  60,000 ; I may  be  in  error,  but  I apprehend  that  a great  deal  of  that 
tonnage  is  engaged  in  the  Baltic  trade  and  other  trades;  that  it  is  not  nearly 
that  amount  that  pay  light  dues  to  the  Trinity  House  at  the  port  of  Dundee. 

527.  The  Baltic  ships  pay  for  none? — Not  to  the  Trinity  House,  going  from 
Dundee. 

52S.  Then  that  observation  of  the  deputy-master  was  limited  to  those  paying 
dues  to  the  Trinity  House  ?— To  the  Trinity  House. 

529.  If  a seaman  had  been  all  his  life  in  the  northern  fishery,  or  trading  to  the 
Baltic,  he  would  have  no  claim  on  you  ? — Not  if  the  port  from  which  his  vessel 
sailed  was  so  far  to  the  northward  that  she  would  not  pass  any  of  the  Trinity 
House  lights.  In  the  application  of  that  rule  the  committee  only  require  to  be 
satisfied  with  respect  to  a single  vojmge  with  which  she  would  be  chargeable 
with  such  lights. 

53 Then  as  the  rule  now  exists,  seamen  from  Scotland  and  Ireland,  unless- 
they  sail  in  vessels  paying  dues  to  the  Trinity  House,  have  no  advantage  of  the 
Trinity  House  pensions?— I.  will  read  the  Regulation:  “ No  persons,  or  their 
widows,  are  eligible  unless  they  have  been  employed  beyond  sea  or  in  coast- 
ing-trade vessels  clearing  at  the  Custom-house,  and  liable  to  pay  dues  to  this 
Corporation.”  J 

531.  Do  seamen  employed  in  the  northern  whale  fishery  come  within  the 

range 
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range  of  your  pensions? — Certainly,  if  they  have  sailed  from  such  ports  as  Jacob  Hen 
would  render  them  liable  to  pay  duties  to  the  Trinity  House  lights.  

532.  If  they  have  sailed  from  any  port  in  Scotland,  they  are  not  eligible?—  21  Apri 
They  would  not  be  eligible  supposing  that  at  no  period  of  a man’s  life  he  had 
ever  made  a voyage  in  a vessel  which  would  be  chargeable  for  any  such  lights. 

533-  Then  supposing  a fisherman  bred  up  and  continued  during  the  whole 
of  his  life,  we  will  say  a fisherman  in  the  north  of  Scotland,  would  he,  never 
having  been  in  a vessel  paying  Trinity  House  lights,  be  also  excluded?— He 
would  not  be  eligible. 

534.  Mr.  Grogan.']  Are  there  in  fact  any  pensions  paid  by  the  Trinity  House 
to  persons  residing  in  Ireland  ? — There  are  a few. 

535-  Chairman.]  What  other  committees  are  there  besides  those  you  have 
named  ? — There  is  one  other. 

536.  Have  you  stated  all  the  pension  committee  has  to  do?— I have  stated  all 
the  pension  committee  has  to  do ; but  I have  not  stated  that  there  are  two  Elder 
Brothers  who  are  appointed  to  superintend  the  establishments  of  almshouses, 
two  those  at  Deptford,  and  two  those  at  Mile  End.  That  duty  does  not  fall 
under  the  general  duties  of  the  pension  committee. 

537*  Are  there  any  other  committees  of  the  Board? — There  is  another  com-- 
mittee,  a committee  for  house  affairs,  who  have  the  general  superintendence  of  the 
housekeeper’s  department. 

53^*  Are  we  to  understand,  when  the  Pension  Committee  have  made  up  their 
list,  that  they  must  refer  it  to  the  Board  for  confirmation,  or  are  they  authorized 
to  grant  them  according’  to  the  amount  of  money  that  they  have  ? — The  list  of 
cases  which  they  select  is  laid  before  the  Court  of  the  Corporation,  and  a state- 
ment of  each  case  is  read  to  the  Court,  before  the  pension  is  awarded. 

539.  The  Elder  Brethren,  in  their  report  to  the  Board  of  Treasury,  say  that 
they  do  not  hesitate  to  offer  the  unqualified  expression  of  their  opinion,  that  the 
accomplishment  of  a measure  for  placing  the  management  of  the  public  lights 
in  England  in  one  Board  would  be  attended  with  beneficial  effects;  do  yon 
concur  in  that  opinion  ? — I do. 

540.  Are  you  of  opinion  that  all  the  lights  could  be  efficiently  managed  by 
one  Board  in  London?— I think  they  could. 

541.  Do  you  think  that  any  advantage  would  arise  from  great  unity  of 
management,  or  whether  any  economy  would  take  place  if  such  should  be  the 
case  ? — I think,  upon  general  principles,  there  would  be  great  advantage ; 
but  I quite  agree  with  the  deputy -master,  from  all  I have  heard,  from  every- 
thing that  has  come  to  my  knowledge,  that  the  lighthouses  in  Scotland  and 
Ireland  are  exceedingly  well  managed. 

542.  The  deputy-master  stated  that  he  considered  captains  and  men  accus- 
tomed to  a sea  life  were  best  calculated  to  carry  on  the  department  which  you 
have  here ; do  you  concur  in  that  opinion  ? — I do  ; they  have  a practical  know- 
ledge which  other  men  cannot  attain,  and  therefore  they  may  be  considered  in 
that  respect  as  being  better  qualified  than  any  other  class  of  persons. 

543.  The  question  was  put  to  him  with  a view  to  ascertain  whether  men 
brought  up  to  the  sea,  and  acting  as  captains  and  masters  of  vessels  in  different 
branches  of  the  sea  service,  were  specially,  or  in  any  particular  degree,  better 
fitted  for  conducting  lighthouses,  floating  buoys,  and  standing  beacons,  than  any 
other  class ; and  the  same  question  the  Committee  are  anxious  to  put  to  you, 
whether,  from  3rour  long  experience,  you  think  that  is  the  case  ? — I do  not  think 
that  the  details  of  the  duties  performed  by  the  Elder  Brothers  of  the  Trinity 
House  could  be  so  well  performed  as  they  are  by  persons  not  selected  from  the 
class  to  which  they  have  belonged. 

544.  You  are  aware  that  in  Scotland  the  lighthouses  are  managed  by  a Board 
m which  there  is  not  one  seaman  or  one  individual  connected  with  maritime 
affairs  ? — I believe  that  is  the  case. 

.545*  How  can  you  reconcile  the  good  management  of  that  department  then, 
with  what  you  have  now  stated  of  the  essential  requisites  for  good  management 
here  ?—I  am  speaking  of  the  result  only  as  it  appears ; but  I think  there  is 
some  distinction  to  be  drawn.  The  establishment  of  buoys  round  the  coast  of 
Scotland  at  present  is  comparatively  small ; besides  which  they  have  not  yet  a 
single  floating  light  belonging  to  them,  and  their  management  more  especially 
requires  a practical  acquaintance  with  maritime  affairs,  while,  in  Scotland,  the 
class  of  persons  who  compose  the  Northern  Commissioners  may,  in  respect  to 
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land  lights,  be  qualified  as  well  as  other  landsmen.  Possibly  landsmen  may  do 
that  duty  very  well. 

546.  Are  you  aware  that  in  Dublin  the  Ballast  Board  consists  of  individuals, 
magistrates  and  others,  unaccustomed  to  a sea  life ; in  reference  to  the  same 
principle,  how  can  they  be  conducted  so  as  to  be  beneficial  to  the  public  ? — 
I think  the  answer  to  the  first  question  applies  very  much  to  Ireland  as  well  as  to 
Scotland.  They  have  floating  lights,  it  is  true,  but  they  are  comparatively  very 
few  ; and  their  establishment  of  buoys,  I believe,  is  not  considerable. 

547.  Mr.  Chapman .]  Are  not  the  approaches  to  the  River  Thames,  in  all  direc- 
tions, extremely  difficult  for  navigation  ? — I have  always  understood  so. 

548.  Is  it  not  necessary  to  have  floating  lights  at  those  immediate  approaches, 
and  to  place  them,  for  the  benefit  of  navigation,  to  avoid  the  danger  ? — It  has 
been  found  necessary,  and  that  has  been  done. 

549.  Then,  do  you  think  it  possible  that  any  set  of  men,  let  their  qualifications 
be  what  they  may,  even  if  they  were  senior  wranglers  at  the  different  universi- 
ties, could  place  those  floating  lights  so  beneficially  for  public  safety  as  men  who 
have  all  their  lives  been  in  the  habit  of  navigating  those  dangers,  and  know 
where  they  are  to  be  found? — I think  those  establishments  could  not  be  so 
beneficially  placed,  and  so  efficiently  managed  as  by  practical  maritime  men. 

550.  Chairman .]  In  the  event  of  a new  arrangement  being  carried  out  in 
England,  as  to  appointing  district  officers  to  visit  and  have  charge  of  the  light- 
houses within  certain  limits,  might  not  that  arrangement  be  extended  to  Scotland 
with  great  advantage,  and  render  the  superintendencies  at  head  Board,  in  the 
locality  of  Edinburgh,  of  less  importance  ? — I think  it  might. 

551.  Mr.  Grogan .]  You  have  stated  that  the  entire  superintendence  of  the 
lights  in  Scotland  and  Ireland  could  be  easily  conducted  by  the  Trinity  House 
here,  if  they  were  combined;  and  you  also  have  stated  that  the  Irish  and 
Scotch  lights  are  managed  in  a good,  effectual,  and  perfect  manner  ; can  you 
point  out  any  decided  and  permanent  advantage  which  would  arise  from  that 
combination  ? — No,  I am  not  prepared  to  do  so ; the  deputy-master,  when  here 
the  other  day,  stated  that  it  was  a duty  which  the  Trinity  House  did  not  at  all 
seek  ; and  in  my  reply  to  a question  a short  while  back,  I stated  that  I thought 
there  would  be  advantage  upon  general  principles,  such  as  uniformity  of  manage- 
ment, and  also  economy  in  purchasing  upon  a large  scale  ; but  the  lights  in 
those  parts  of  the  kingdom  are  well  managed  at  present. 


Jovis,  24°  die  Aprilis,  1845. 
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Jacob  Herbert,  Esq.  called  in  ; and  Examined. 

552.  Chairman .]  IN  your  last  examination  you  were  asked  if  you  could 
furnish  a statement  to  the  Committee  of  the  number  of  pensions  payable  in 
Ireland  ? — I have  a statement  of  the  number,  by  which  it  appears  there  are  148 
pensions  payable  there. 

553.  Does  that  include  men,  women,  and  children  ? — It  does. 

554.  In  what  way  are  they  paid  ? — In  some  cases,  I believe  in  only  one,  an 
agency  is  established,  namely,  at  Cork ; in  other  instances  the  money  is  remitted, 
by  Post-office  orders. 

555.  Then 
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555.  Then  yon  have  no  establishment  in  Ireland  for  the  payment  of  pen-  Jacob  Herbert,  Esq. 

sioners  ? — I think  not,  with  the  exception  of  the  agency  at  Cork.”  

556.  In  what  way  are  applications  forwarded  from  pensioners  residing  in  24  April  1845. 
Ireland? — In  the  same  way  as  from  those  in  Scotland  or  in  England;  by  post 

or  other  media. 

557.  Can  you  give  a similar  statement  of  the  number  of  pensioners  in  Scot- 
land and  England  ? — 1 can.  Vide  Appendix, 

558.  Will  you  also  add  the  number  of  petitions  that  have  been  introduced  No<  5 (®*)1 
before  the  Board,  which  have  been  delivered  in  for  the  present  year,  and  also 

the  number  that  remain  unsupplied,  for  whom  you  have  not  funds  ? — I will  render 
that  statement ; and  perhaps  it  would  be  desirable  to  distinguish  in  it  the  number 
of  cases  that  are  marked  urgent. 

559.  Mr.  Mitcalfe .]  I believe  you  divide  them  into  three  classes  ? — Yes,  but 
it  is  not  practicable  to  take  any  but  of  the  first  class ; the  other  two  divisions 
are  little  more  than  nominal. 

560.  Chairman.']  Can  you  state  what  portion  of  the  establishment,  the  returns 
of  which  you  have  rendered  to  the  Committee,  is  employed  in  managing  the 
pensions  department  ? — There  is  not  any  part  of  the  establishment  exclusively 
employed  in  the  pension  department ; the  clerk  of  the  committee  for  pensions 
is  Mr.  Henry  Berthon,  with  an  assistant,  Mr.  Robertson ; but  they  are  also  the 
clerk  and  assistant-clerk  of  the  committee  for  pilotage. 

561 . Is  it  possible  to  make  a separation  as  to  the  proportion  of  charge  attendant 
upon  each  of  those  departments? — I think  not  readily;  their  whole  time  is 
devoted,  except  upon  particular  occasions,  to  the  transaction  of  business  con- 
nected with  those  two  departments,  and  it  would  be  difficult  to  apportion  the 
time  which  is  devoted  to  each. 

562.  You  were  asked  respecting  the  agencies  to  the  lighthouses,  and  you 
stated  a new  plan  you  were  adopting,  of  districts ; have  you  prepared  any  spe- 
cial instructions  for  the  officers  in  charge  of  those  districts,  with  respect  to  their 
conduct  as  superintendents  and  managers  of  lighthouses? — There  are  no 
general  instructions ; each  superintendent  has  his  special  instructions,  adapted 
to  the  peculiar  nature  of  the  district  over  which  he  presides. 

563.  What  class  of  men  have  you  now  appointed? — Captain  Love  is  a captain 
in  the  Royal  Navy,  and  he  has  the  district  from  the  Owers  to  Portland,  and  I 
think  in  all  the  other  cases  they  are  either  retired  commanders  in  the  merchant 
service  or  persons  who  have  been  brought  up  during  a long  course  of  years  in 
the  mercantile  marine ; or  been  employed  from  early  youth  in  the  yacht  service 
of  the  corporation. 

564.  Are  they  requested  to  offer  any  suggestion  as  to  the  management  or 
improvement  of  the  lights  within  their  department  ? — It  is  no  part  of  their  duty 
to  do  so  ; if  any  such  suggestions  occur  to  them  upon  any  point,  of  course  it  is 
their  duty  to  submit  it,  but  it  is  no  part  of  their  prescribed  duty  to  offer  sug- 
gestions with  respect  to  the  improvement  of  the  lights  themselves,  unless  some 
very  particular  circumstance  may  call  for  it.  That  is  a branch  which  more 
especially  belongs  to  the  Committee  of  Elder  Brothers. 

565.  Is  it  intended  that  each  officer  in  charge  of  each  district  should  have  a 
tender  or  vessel  at  their  command  and  disposal  for  visiting  the  lights  ? — It  is. 

566.  Would  they  not  in  that  case  have  opportunities  of  attending  to  the 
range  and  extent  of  the  lights,  and  might  not  they  in  that  way,  if  requested,  assist 
the  committee  in  their  remarks? — Certainly,  and  their  instructions  go  to  that 
point,  that  they  should  make  frequent  observations. 

567.  Mr.  Mitcalfe.]  Are  those  commanders  in  the  habit  of  making  reports  to 
the  Trinity  House,  from  time  to  time,  whether  the  lights  are  in  a good  state  or 
in  a bad  state  ?— They  are  in  perpetual  correspondence  with  the  Board,  and  if 
anyth iug  has  occurred  in  the  conduct  of  the  lightkeepers,  or  in  the  maintenance 
of  the  lights,  which  calls  for  such  observation,  it  is  made,  but  not  otherwise. 

568.  Some  time  may  pass  without  hearing  from  those  persons,  even  if  every- 
thing has  not  gone  on  right ; it  is  not  necessary  to  communicate  with  the  Trinity 
House  ? — I think  not  a week  passes  without  a communication  taking  place  be- 
tween the  agents  and  the  Board ; in  very  many  cases  these  communications 
are  almost  daily. 

569.  Chairman.]  Would  it  not  be  desirable  to  have  quarterly  or  monthly 
reports  of  the  proceedings  under  each  agent,  unless  something  urgent  should 
occur  sooner  ?— Such  reports  do  in  fact  exist,  though  not  in  the  formal  shape 
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of  a report  from  the  agent  himself,  at  the  termination  of  the  quarter  ; he  sends 
monthly  reports  of  the  lightkeepers,  containing  the  expenditure  of  oil,  and  con- 
taining a column  for  observations ; these  pass  through  his  hands,  and  he  has 
the  opportunity  of  making  any  remarks  which  he  may  judge  necessary  upon 
these  reports. 

570.  Then,  in  point  of  fact,  there  are  quarterly  reports  made  by  each  ao-ent 
and  he  includes  the  report  of  the  lightkeepers? — Monthly  reports  as  to  the 
expenditure  of  oil,  and  of  observations,  and  quarterly  reports  as  to  the  expendi- 
ture of  stores. 

571.  You  delivered  to  the  Committee,  in  1834,  a copy  of  this  report,  and  of 
the  instructions  to  the  lighthouse-keepers  in  detail ; have  any  alterations,  and  if 
any,  when,  made  since  then  r — There  have  not  been  any  alterations  in  the  form  of 
making  returns  of  all  stores;  but  there  have  been  alterations  in  the  instructions 
to  the  lightkeepers,  and  this  is  a copy  of  the  present  instructions. 

572.  Are  these  instructions  now  general  for  every  lighthouse,  floating  and 
fixed  ’—They  are  general  for  every  lighthouse  ; but  do  not  apply  to  the  float- 
ing lights. 

573.  Allusion  is  made  here  to  assistant  keepers ; have  not  assistant  keepers 
been  appointed  since  the  last  Committee? — They  have  ; at  every  station,  now, 
there  is  a principal  keeper  and  an  assistant  keeper  ; at  stations  where  there  are 
two  lighthouses,  and  they  are  so  far  distant  from  each  other  as  to  make  it 
impossible  for  the  watch  to  be  relieved  in  the  night-time,  there  are,  in  those 
cases,  a principal  and  assistant  at  each  lighthouse  ; but  where  the  houses  are  so 
contiguous  as  to  make  such  relief  practicable,  there  are  two  assistants  and  one 
principal  to  take  the  charge  of  the  two  lighthouses. 

574-  By  these  new  regulations,  all  beds,  sofas,  and  places  for  sleeping  have 
been  removed  from  the  vicinity  of  the  burners  in  the  lighthouses  ?— ‘ They  have ; 
but  not  only  with  the  object  of  removing  them  from  the  vicinity  of  the  burners, 
but  also  that  the  instruction  that  there  shall  be  a perpetual  watch  maintained  in 
the  lantern,  may  be  the  better  observed. 

,,575,'  ^?ve  y°u,  not  ma<'e  one  great  improvement  upon  the  suggestion  of 
Mi.  baraday,  with  respect  to  the  perpetual  and  constant  current  of  air  in  each 
-wt  Tt“an  improvement  which  is  now  in  course  of  application  at  each 
establishment ; it  is  not  yet  earned  into  operation  in  all,  but  it  has  been  ap- 
phed  ,n  some;  and  where  it  has  been  applied  it  has  been  found  effective, 
in  rtL  fl  1 J0Ure!fP  am  the  nature  of  tl,at  improvement? — The  improvement 
several  fhtmg  lg-tS  conslsts  m fixing  over  each  burner  an  air-tube ; these 
to  Hi  “a  a ™"’mon  '“be  which  has  external  communication; 

chimnlv  if  cur,ved,at  th?  lowe;'  Part.  where  they  enter  the  glass  cylinder  or 
that  SX  are  P!“ed.at  efient  tlle  eighth  of  an  inch  below  the  upper  edge  of 
duceS  '“Z;f  ii1S/0Und  bythis  adjus'ment  that  a current  o?air  is  pro- 
first  instance  down  into  the  chimney,  and  then  imrne- 

out  so  thit  l S 0UaSe  aild  PassiDS  l,P  tile  tube,  is  ultimately  carried 
only  iniuriml  f TT  P1'oduuced  by  the  combustion  of  the  oil,  which  is  not 
dicfalto Th,  hf  Pgfi'.wfien .condensed  upon  the  glass,  but  is  also  preju- 
lanterns  where Th/T"6’  IS,CaTd,  awa7’  and  the  l^t-keepers  state,  in  those 
the  lame vn wh  1 been  PIa<red-  tIla'  "'ey  can  live  in  and  endure  the  heat  of 
greatly  is  the  y ess?ned’  w'thout  any  sort  of  inconvenience,  so 

h CIrculatlon  of  pare  air  promoted  by  this  apparatus. 

from  without  b?e"  made  aS  t0  the  .effect  on  lhe  %h‘.  as  seen 

that  question'  The  nr  Ulg  anf  improvement? — It  is  rather  difficult  to  answer 
vrXsmce  is  d'ffereUCe  m the  P°"  er  of  tha  lights,  when  ranging  over 
French  Pe“4ea  lr„ry  aPP?rent  ’ as  evinced,  to  the  astonishment  of  the 
lights  at  the  South  p’  T °bse‘™g  at  Gravelines  tile  appearance  of  the  two 
Xlifsexliibired  hv  d “I  ■’  tHey  f°m,d  110  Perceptible  superiority  in  that 

parebohe  reflec  ora  but' & °f  ^ firat  order  «*»  other  * 

tubes  at  the  latter  ’ “ k P aCe  bef°re  the  inlroductioil  of  Mr.  Faraday's 

— It  is  intendedTo^annfv  3pP'y  same,  means  °f  ventilation  to  other  places? 

5S1.  Mr, 
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581-  Mr.  Grogan.']  Has  the  system  of  ventilation  that  you  have  described, 
originally  invented  by  Mr.  Brown,  I believe,  been  applied  to  the  French 
lamp  ? — The  principle  was  introduced  by  Mr.  Faraday,  in  the  chimney  of  the 
French  lamp,  before  he  introduced  it  to  the  burner  in  conjunction  with  the 
reflectors. 

582.  Mr.  Chapman .]  The  lower  lighthouse  at  the  Foreland  is  still  lighted 
by  reflectors  ?— Yes. 

* 583.  Chairman .]  Is  there  any  other  alteration  or  improvement  mentioned  in 
the  instructions  you  have  given  in  ? — Not  that  I am  aware  of.  I think  the 
moral  and  religious  habits  of  the  keepers  have  been  more  attended  to,  in  those 
revised  instructions,  than  they  were  in  the  old  ones ; but  as  regards  their  duty 
as  lighthouse-keepers,  I am  not  aware  that  there  is  anything  beyond  what  I 
have  mentioned. 

,584.  The  Committee  observe,  in  one  of  the  rules,  that  the  exercise  of  tem- 
perance and  regular  habits  are  recommended  ; does  the  agent  take  cognizance 
and  report  this  in  his  quarterly  reports  ? — He  is  required  to  insert,  in  the 
journals  which  are  kept  at  the  establishment,  whether  he  finds  everything  with 
regard  th  ereto  and  the  conduct  of  the  keepers  satisfactory. 

.585.  Are  visitors  allowed  or  requested  to  make  any  observation  in  any  books? 
— No,  they  are  not;  it  is  a matter  which  has  been  under  consideration,  and  I 
think  it  is  a plan  that  will  be  adopted  ere  long. 

586.  Can  you  state  to  what  extent  the  system  of  agency  has  been  carried  ? — 
The  list  of  superintendents  and  agents  was  not  quite  prepared  when  I left  the 
Trinity  House  ; but  I shall  forward  it  to  the  Committee. 

587.  Mr.  Mitcalfe.]  Are  you  aware  if  it  has  been  recommended,  or  under 
the  consideration  of  the  Board,  to  use  bells  or  gongs  in  hazy  weather  ? — The 
floating-light  vessels  are  universally  supplied  with  gongs. 

588.  Are  they  compelled  every  quarter  of  an  hour,  or  every  ten  minutes,  to 
use  them ? — They  are  required  to  sound  them  constantly  during  fogs;  and  I 
have  no  reason  to  suppose  that  the  order  is  not  regularly  observed. 

589.  Chairman.]  Is  there  in  the  instructions  to  the  keepers  of  floating  lights* 
anything  on  that  subject? — There  is. 

590.  Does  the  agent  on  visiting  the  floating  lights  inquire  whether,  during  the 
hazy  or  foggy  weather  that  has  preceded  his  visit,  they  have  used  the  gongs  ? — 
They  have  no  direct  instructions  requiring  they  should  do  so,  and  I am  unable 
to  say  whether  they  are  in  the  habit  of  doing  it  or  not;  but  I think  we  may  infer 
from  one  circumstance,  and  that  an  expensive  one,  that  these  gongs  are  con- 
stantly used  when  necessary  ; viz.  that  they  are  frequently  broken. 

591.  Are  gongs  preferred  to  bells? — They  are  preferred  to  bells  for  this 
reason,  that  other  vessels  do  not  carry  gongs  ; and  the  sound  of  the  gong  can 
scarcely  be  mistaken  ; it  resembles  no  other  sound,  and  for  that  reason  the  Board 
has  considered  that  gongs  are  preferable  to  bells. 

592.  You  have  stated  that  there  are  particular  instructions  for  the  floating 
lights  as  well  as  for  fixed  lights;  are  there  any  other  instructions  besides  those 
two? — I think,  since  the  last  Committee  in  1834,  there  have  been  returns  esta- 
blished with  reference  to  the  weather,  which  we  denominate  meteorological 
and  weather  returns. 

593.  From  what  period  was  this  established? — I think  it  will  be  something 
like  five  years  ago. 

594.  Are  these  returns  sent  to  your  office  monthly? — Quarterly. 

595.  Are  they  retained  ? — They  are  kept. 

596.  Have  any  conclusions  or  results  as  yet  been  drawn  from  them  ? — A 
gentleman  of  the  name  of  Birt,  who  has  been  employed,  I think,  by  the  com- 
mittee of  the  Royal  Society,  requested  some  time  ago  to  have  access  to  these 
returns.  He  has  had  access  to  them,  and  has  expressed  to  me  that  he  has 
found  them  extremely  useful. 

597.  On  what  grounds  and  for  what  purposes  were  they  established  ?— They 
were  established  upon  a suggestion  from  Colonel  Reid,  and  in  communication 
with  the  Royal  Society. 

598.  The* barometer  and  the  thermometer  were  entered  in  this  report;  are  they 
kept  at  the  different  places  here  mentioned  ? — They  are,  but  not  at  all  the 
establishments.  This  is  a list  of  the  establishments  which  have  been  supplied 
with  a barometer  and  a thermometer,  and  this  is  a copy  of  the  instructions  with 
which  the  lightkeepers  have  been  furnished  relative  to  their  observations,  and 
the  record  thereof. 
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599.  Are  these  instruments  all  supplied  from  the  same  person  and  the  same 
scale? — They  are  all  supplied  by  the  same  person,  Mr.  Worthington. 

600.  And  regulated? — Yes,  and  regulated. 

601.  I observe  in  the  instructions,  that  at  each  time  of  high  water  and  low- 
water  the  perpendicular  rise  of  the  tide  is  directed  to  be  made ; in  what  way  is 
that  order  carried  out  ? — I am  unable  to  say  by  what  means  the  lightkeepers 
obtain  the  information.  They  have  a datum  no  doubt  upon  which  they  start, 
and  having  ascertained  that  in  the  first  instance,  I apprehend  there  is  no  great 
difficulty  afterwards.  The  only  establishment  that  I recollect  which  has  a 
tidal  gauge,  is  at  Braunton  Burrows,  near  Appiedore,  in  Devonshire. 

602.  That  does  not  appear  to  be  one  of  the  14  stations  to  which  these  instru- 
ments have  been  sent  ? — No,  it  was  not  established  with  reference  to  the  obser- 
vations in  question. 

603.  Are  these  observations  as  to  high  and  low  water,  and  directions  of  the 
stream,  now  directed  to  be  made  general,  or  only  at  those  14  light  stations  ?— 
Only  at  those  14  light  stations. 

604.  Is  it  the  intention  to  carry  it  round  the  coast? — I think  there  is  no  present 
intention  of  so  doing.  Those  establishments  have  been  selected  as  more  suitable 
for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  those  observations  than  any  others. 

605.  Have  you  any  letter  from  the  Royal  Society  requesting  that  this  course 
of  experiments  should  begin,  and  stating  the  objects  to  be  attained  by  it? — 
I have  a letter  from  the  Royal  Society  upon  the  subject  of  these  observations, 
and  I think  the  purport  of  it  was  such  as  you  have  mentioned. 

606.  Have  any  other  instructions  been  given  since  then  ? — To  the  masters 
of  lighthouses. 

607.  What  alteration  in  the  instructions  as  to  their  conduct  does  this 
make  ? — I think  the  general  purport  of  them  is  the  same  as  those  which  were 
in  existence  at  the  time  of  the  last  Committee  on  Lighthouses.  I think  there 
is  no  very  important  alteration. 

608.  What  is  the  number  of  men  employed  in  each  light-vessel?— The 
crew  consists  of  11  in  each  light-vessel ; the  master,  the  mate,  two  lamp- 
lighters, and  seven  seamen,  excepting  only  in  that  at  the  Seven  Stones ; the 
number  of  seamen  in  that  vessel  is  11. 

609.  Is  it  the  same  round  the  coast? — Throughout,  with  that  exception. 

6 10.  Are  all  the  lights  of  the  same  nature? — No. 

fin.  In  what  -way  are  the  lights  of  the  vessels  distinguished  from  those 
of  the  shore?— Some  vessels  show  one  light,  others  show  two,  others  three; 
some  are  fixed,  and  some  revolve;  some  are  colourless  or  white,  and  some 
are  red. 

612.  Are  these  different  kinds  made  to  avoid  as  much  as  possible  their 
being  mistaken  for  any  land  light?— That  is  the  object,  or  to  prevent  their 
being  mistaken  for  any  other  floating  light. 

613.  In  what  way  are  these  11  men  employed  ?— They  are  employed  in 
the  general  duties  of  the  vessel,  the  maintenance  of  the  light,  and  the  clean- 
liness and  good  order  of  the  apparatus  ; they  are  relieved  monthly,  the  master 
taking  one  month’s  duty  afloat,  and  the  mate  being  left  in  charge,  and  so 
the  master  and  mate  have  charge  alternately.  The  crew  are  relieved  by 
thirds  ; two-thirds  remaining  on  duty  in  the  vessel,  and  one-third  on  duty 
on  shore. 

614.  Are  the  third  on  shore  placed  at  the  nearest  land  to  the  floating 
light  ?— Not  so ; they  reside  for  the  most  part  at  the  station  of  the  super- 
intendent, so  that  the  vessel  employed  by  him  in  executing  his  duties  afloat, 
is  manned  by  the  crew  who  are  off  duty  from  the  light  vessel. 

615*  And  with  this  crew,  and  a vessel  at  his  disposal,  he  is  enabled  to  visit, 
whenever  he  pleases,  the  lighthouses  ? — He  is. 

616.  Is  he  required  to  visit  them  at  any  particular  periods  ?— At  least  monthly ; 
it  being  his  duty  to  effect  these  reliefs  at  the  end  of  the  month,  and  at  the  same 
time  to  deliver  supplies  of  provisions,  and  also,  when  the  people  come  on  shore, 
to  pay  them  their  wages. 

617.  How  often  is  the  boat  obliged  or  required  to  visit  the  floating  light 
with  supplies  ? — At  least  monthly. 

618.  In  what  way  are  they  paid  and  provisioned? — The  wages  of  the  master 
are  60 1.  a year,  and  20  2.  for  house  rent,  and  victualling  at  the  rate  of  1 5.  6 d. 

per 
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per  day.  The  mates  are  paid  481.  per  annum;  they  have  no  allowance  for  Jacob  Hcrb,n,Esq 
house  rent,  but  they  have  the  same  allowance  of  1 s.  6 d.  for  victualling.  

619.  Are  they  all  on  money  allowance  for  wages,  or  are  provisions  furnished  24  April  1845. 
to  any  of  them  ? — Provisions  are  found  by  the  masters. 

620.  Is  this  rate  of  wages  and  victualling  general  throughout  ? — Entirely  so. 

621.  What  pay  is  allowed  to  the  men  ? — These  men  receive  45  s.  a month." 

622.  Exclusive  of  provisions  ? — Yes,  exclusive  of  provisions  ; the  master 
finding  the  provisions  when  afloat,  and  when  the  men  are  on  shore  they  are 
allowed  in  lieu  of  their  provisions,  Is.  3d.  per  day  each  man,  the  master  being 
required  to  allow  the  men  when  afloat,  rations  according  to  the  quantities  stated 
in  this  regulation. 

623.  What  class  of  men  are  selected  for  these  duties  ? — They  are  selected 
from  the  merchant  sea  service. 

624.  By  whom  ?— By  the  committee  for  lights  as  regards  the  common  seamen ; 
but  as  regards  the  masters  and  mates,  by  the  deputy-master  and  committee  of 
wardens. 

625.  Is  there  any  limitation  as  to  age  ? — Upon  the  first  introduction  into  the 
service  they  are  required  to  be  quite  young  men,  but  if  they  have  grown  up  in 
the  employ,  and  have  been  in  course  of  years  promoted  for  good  service,  a 
man  would  not  be  deprived  of  his  appointment  as  a mate  or  a master  because 
he  happened  to  be  a little  advanced  in  life,  unless  such  advancement  was  accom- 
panied by  infirmities. 

626.  Is  it  generally  the  case  that  young  men  are  selected  for  vacancies,  and 
brought  up  for  that  particular  service? — It  is. 

627.  In  case  of  promotion  to  mates  and  masters,  are  those  selected  from  the 
crew,  or  are  they  taken  from  one  lot  to  be  appointed  when  a vacancy  occurs  at 
another  ? — The  course  of  promotion  is  this : the  first  step  from  the  common 
seaman  is  that  of  lamplighter ; from  lamplighters,  having  shown  themselves 
deserving  of  promotion,  the  mates  are  chosen,  and  from  the  mates  the  masters 
are  chosen,  there  being  no  limitation  with  reference  to  the  station  upon  which 
they  may  be  ; but  when  a vacancy  occurs,  the  senior  lamplighter  or  senior 
mate  is  chosen  as  the  case  may  happen,  such  senior  man  being  meritorious  and 
deserving  of  promotion. 

628.  So  that  every  mate  must  have  gone  through  the  duty  of  lighting, 
cleansing,  and  taking  care  of  the  lamps  and  other  departments  before  he  arrives 
at  the  situation  of  master  ? — That  is  the  case. 

629.  Masters  are  are  not  brought  in  from  the  mercantile  service  and  put  over 
those  who  have  been  brought  up  in  the  service? — They  are  not. 

630.  How  long  has  that  rule  been  observed  ? — Some  years  now. 

631.  Are  the  Committee  to  understand  there  is  a rule  laid  down  with  the 
view  of  encouraging  and  having  efficient  men  for  this  establishment  ? — I should 
not  like  to  say  a positive  rule  has  been  laid  down,  but  as  a matter  of  fact,  it  is 
the  practice,  because  it  has  been  considered  for  the  benefit  of  the  service. 

632.  Directions  are  given  respecting  using  the  deep  sea  lead;  are  they 
required  in  all  tempestuous  weather,  from  time  to  time,  to  ascertain  whether 
the  ship  keeps  her  station  ? — The  instruction  is  given  with  that  object,  and  I 
believe  that  it  is  observed. 

633.  Are  they  required  to  enter  in  their  journal  when  that  is  done,  and  the 
times  at  which  it  is  done? — It  is  expected  they  will  do  so. 

634.  During  the  time  they  are  called  upon  to  state  if  the  weather  is  tempes- 
tuous on  board,  are  they  required  also  at  the  same  time  to  record  the  use  of 
the  deep  sea  lead? — Yes,  that  is  expected. 

635.  Mr.  Mitcalfe.]  Instead  of  ascertaining  the  mooring,  is  it  not  to  ascer- 
tain the  shifting  of  the  sand-banks  which  they  are  riding  near  ? — No  ; I think 
the  object  of  the  instruction  is  entirely  with  reference  to  the  matter  of  fact  of 
the  vessel  retaining  her  position. 

636.  Chairman .]  Is  the  agent  required,  morning  and  evening,  or  at  parti- 
cular periods,  to  observe  whether  the  floating  vessel  is  in  her  station  ? — As  far 
as  may  be  in  his  power;  but  the  district-superintendents,  with  reference  to  many 
of  the  establishments,  cannot  possibly  have  the  opportunity  of  doing  so. 

637-  Is  there  no  person  on  land,  nearest  to  where  the  light  is  situated,  who 
1S  required  to  observe  if  the  vessel  is  drifted  from  her  moorings? — No,  there 
is  not. 

638.  Then  in  case  of  her  drifting,  in  what  way  is  that  ascertained?  — 
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Jacob  Herbert,  Esq.  The  instances  in  which  light  vessels  have  parted  from  their  moorings  of  late 

years  have  been  very  few,  but  when  they  have  occurred,  we  have  invariably 

24  April  1845.  obtained  very  early  information;  for  if  not  reported  to  us  by  the  immediate 
agencv  of  the  master  or  mate  of  the  light  vessel,  we  are  quite  sure  of  receiving 
intelligence  from  the  officers  of  the  coast-guard ; and  we  are  pet  petually  in 
the  receipt  of  information  from  those  officers,  of  buoys  being  adrift  and  other 
similar  casualties. 

639.  Is  there  any  rule  requiring  the  crew  on  board  the  light  vessel,  when 
moored  by  span  and  bridle,  to  heave  up  to  the  bows  at  low  water?  They  are 
required  to  do  it  very  frequently. 

640.  Do  they  make  a record  of  having  done  so  ?• — They  do. 

641 . And  in  cases  in  which  the  mooring  consists  of  a single  mushroom  and 
chain,  is  the  vessel  hove  short  in  the  same  way  ? — The  chain  is  hove  short  in 
the  same  way,  and  the  number  of  fathoms  sighted  is  also  noticed. 

642.  Have  you  a return  monthly  of  these  operations,  or  is  it  taken  from  the 
report  of  the  agent? — The  report  is  made  monthly  to  the  superintendent;  but 
it  is  only  transmitted  by  him  quarterly. 

643.  Mr.  Grogan.']  There  is  a log-book  kept  on  board  these  light  ships  in 
which  all  these  facts  appear  ? — Yes ; and  that  is  periodically  sent  up  to  the 
Trinity  House. 

644.  Have  you  any  officers  and  men  on  board  to  superintend  them  ? — There 
are. 

645.  Is  that  system  of  district  survey  by  agents  to  be  carried  out  imme- 
diately, or  are  you  to  wait  till  the  existing  agents  die  off?— There  is  no  present 
intention,  I think,  of  dispossessing  the  existing  agents. 

646.  But  if  these  advantages  which  you  have  stated,  of  having  district  agents, 
are  really  to  be  expected,  why  should  not  the  service  have  the  benefit  of  its 
immediate  operation  ? — The  present  agents  would  most  probably  consider 
themselves  entitled  to  some  compensation  allowance ; and  it  may  be  a question 
whether  the  advantage  is  so  considerable  as  to  make  it  necessary  to  dispossess 
these  persons  during  their  lifetime,  or  so  long  as  they  continue  alive  or  in  the 
neighbourhood  ; the  superintendents  are  expected  to  keep  a watchful  eye  over 
all  the  establishments  in  their  respective  districts,  and  to  make  occasional  visi- 
tations, notwithstanding  local  agents  may  be  there  ; and  therefore  it  is  a mere 
question  of  dispossessing  men  who,  in  many  cases,  have  held  their  appointment 
for  a very  long  period. 

647.  But  as  you  have  paid  very  large  compensation  to  those  who  held  offices 
under  the  purchased  lights,  with  the  view  of  putting  in  your  own  officers  as  more 
efficient  men,  why  should  you  hesitate  in  doing  the  same  with  regard  to  your 
own  lights  ? — That  applies  almost  entirely  to  the  collectors  of  the  duties  ; the 
Act  of  Parliament  of  the  6 & 7 Will.  4,  provided  specially  that  compensation 
should  be  given  to  the  officers  employed  by  the  private  proprietors  who  it  was 
found  necessary  to  dispossess  of  their  appointments,  and  the  taking  away  of 
their  employment  was  a part  of  the  scheme ; the  collections  were  thus  con- 
solidated and  the  public  convenience  promoted  by  all  the  duty  being  done  in  one 
office. 

648.  Mr.  A.  Chapman.']  Are  there  not  some  lighthouses,  such  as  Ferns  and 
Coquet,  for  example,  where  residence  on  the  spot  may  not  be  requisite  for  an 
agent  ? — There  are  some  stations  in  which  I think  it  will  be  found  always  necesr 
sary  to  maintain  local  agency  ; the  Caskets,  for  example,  and  the  Ferns.  I am 
not  quite  so  sure  of  the  Flamborough  Head;  I think  it  is  not  necessary  there. 
As  regards  Coquet,  it  cannot  be  necessary,  because  that  establishment  has 
never  had  a local  agent,  and  the  work  has  gone  on  very  well  without  one 

649.  The  Ferns  has  always  had  a local  agent? — Yes  it  has. 

650.  Chairman .]  You  were  asked  at  the  last  meeting,  whether  the  Trinity 
Board  could  carry  on  and  manage  the  lighthouses  in  Scotland,  and  you  stated 
the  advantage  you  thought  might  be  derived  from  a uniform  system.  Can  you 
state,  if  the  Scottish  lights  were  placed  under  the  control  of  the  Trinity  House, 
what  additional  establishments  you  would  require  for  that  purpose? — I hardly 
feel  myself  competent  to  offer  an  opinion  upon  that;  the  consolidation  of  the 
management  of  all  the  lighthouses  with  the  Trinity  House  has  never  yet  been 
so  matured  as  to  come  fairly  under  the  consideration  of  the  Board,  so  as  to 
justify  me  in  forming  an  opinion  as  to  any  arrangement  that  might  be  neces.- 
-sary  to  carry  it  out.  I do  not  think  I can  at  present  offer  an  opinion  hereon. 

651.  You. 
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651.  You  are  aware  that  the  Elder  Brothers  have  stated  to  the  Treasury 

that  they  were  perfectly  prepared  to  do  so  if  the  Government  should  think  fit 1 
—I  think  they  would  be  prepared  to  do  so  if  they  were  called  upon  to  do  it  • 
but  I think  at  the  same  time  that  the  observation  to  the  Treasury  was  coupled 
with  the  remark  that  they  did  not  seek  it.  F 

652.  All  the  Committee  wish  to  know  from  you  is,  whether,  when  that  letter 
was  sent  to  the  Treasury,  any  plan  had  been  sketched  out  previous  to  their 
making  lhat  offer  to  the  Government? — Certainly  none. 

653.  They  made  that  offer  to  the  Government,  it  is  presumed,  in  consequence 
of  the  recommendation  of  the  Select  Committee  of  1834,  ?— Entirely 

654-  And  not  on  their  own  suggestion  ?— Entirely  upon  that  recommends- 

tion. 


655.  And  in  stating  their  acquiescence,  if  the  Government  sho  uld  think  fit, 
they  did  not  previously  enter  into  the  inquiry  actually  what  the  minuti®  of 
details  might  be,  if  they  had  undertaken  it  I— They  certainly  did  not  found  it 
upon  any  instituted  inquiry,  but  they  felt  perfectly  satisfied,  that  if  they 
were  called  upon  they  could  do  it.  3 


65b.  Admiral  Dundas.]  Did  the  Trinity  House,  after  purchasing  these  light- 
honses  which  have  been  mentioned,  employ  any  collectors  that  were  em- 
ployed before.-— Whenever  it  so  happened  that  the  individual  actin«  for  the 
proprietors  was  also  the  collector  for  the  corporation,  and  in  some  instances 
they  were  retained  and  the  office  of  collector  made  a joint  office 

657.  Was  it  imperative  on  the  Trinity  Board  to  pension  off  all  collectors  of 
the  private  lights,  whether  they  were  fit  for  active  duty  or  not?— I think  col- 
lectors circumstanced  as  I just  now  mentioned,  could  not  have  been  retained 
in  their  then  position  consistently  with  the  principle  sought  to  be  carried  out, 
that  the  public  should  have  the  convenience  of  having  all  their  business 
transacted  m one  office. 

658.  Do  you  find,  from  what  you  know  and  understand  of  the  expenses  of 
the  light  before,  that  the  Trinity  Board  have  kept  the  lighthouses  at  a less 
expense  than  they  were  previously? — I am  disposed  to  think  that  the  expenses 
ot  the  lnmty  House  have  been  greatly  increased. 

659.  Have  you  heard  many  complaints  of  the  manner  in  which  lights  were 
kept  by  private  individuals  ?— There  have  been  complaints. 

660.  More  than  of  your  own  lights  ? — Yes. 


66 1\  Chairman.']  Is  the  Committee  to  understand  that  the  expense  of 
managing  the  new  lights  is  greater  in  oil  stores  and  articles  required  for  their 
maintenance,  oris  it  m the  wages  or  repairs? — I think  in  almost  every  way  ; the 
lights  have  been  improved,  not  only  with  reference  to  the  mode  of  super- 
intendence, but  also  as  regards  the  efficiency  of  the  apparatus. 

662.  Mr.  Duncan.]  Then  in  your  opinion  they  are  more  efficient,  and  there 
are  fewer  complaints  now  that  the  lights  are  placed  under  the  Trinity  Board, 
than  there  were  previously? — In  my  opinion  they  are  more  efficient,  and  I 
know  of  no  complaints. 


663.  Chairman.]  You  have,  in  fact,  introduced  the  same  uniform  system- 
into  them  as  you  had  in  other  lights  under  your  charge  ? — We  have. 

064.  Mr.  Mitcalfe.]  In  your  correspondence  about  the  lights,  have  you  had 
any  complaints  made  to  your  Board,  as  to  Scotch  or  Irish  lights,  by  people  and 
foreigners  who  are  not  acquainted  with  the  fact  that  the  lights  of  those  two 
countries  are  under  a particular  Board,  and  not  yours? — I think  not;  I have  no 
flection  of  any  complaint  whatever  of  the  Scotch  or  Irish  lights. 

065.  A foreigner  does  not  know  that  the  Scotch  and  Irish  lights  are  not 
under  the  control  of  your  Board,  and  few  Englishmen  know  it ; they  believe 
that  the  Trinity  Board  has  the  control  of  all  the  lights  of  the  United  Kingdom. 
?ow  J.  asl5  you  whether  you  have  had  any  complaint,  either  from  English  or 
from  foreigners,  that  the  lights  upon  the  coast  of  Scotland  or  Ireland  are  not 
m good  order  r — I have  no  recollection  of  any  such  complaints. 

666.  Mr.  Chapman.]  Is  it  not  your  impression,  and  the  impression  generally,, 
that  nothing  can  exceed  the  good  state  of' the  Irish  lights? — I speak  myself,  not 
rom  personal  observation,  but  from  reports  made  by  our  inspecting  com- 

ittees  who  have  visited  the  lights  in  Ireland,  when  their  visits  were  perfectly 
„ ®xPected,  and  the  reports  which  they  have  made  have  been  extremely 
satisfactory. 

F 667.  Admiral 


Jacob  Herbert,  Esq.. 
‘J4  April  184.5, 
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667.  Admiral  Di mdas.']  Not  the  west  coast  of  Ireland  t— All  round,  every 
where. 

668.  Chairman .]  Have  you  any  of  those  reports ; how  often  have  those 
reports  been  made  within  the  last  two  years  ? — I think  the  whole  of  the  lights 
in  Scotland  and  Ireland  have  been  twice  or  thrice  visited  since  the  Com- 
mittee sat  in  1834- ; I mean,  that  in  two  or  three  different  years  some  of  the 
Elder  Brethren  have  visited  the  entire  coast  of  both  those  parts  of  the  kingdom. 

669.  Was  there  one  general  report  made  by  the  visiting  committee  on  their 

return  to  the  Board  ?— There  was.  . 

670.  Can  you  furnish  the  Committee  with  a copy  of  that  report  t 1 can. 

671.  The  whole  of  the  lights  on  the  east  and  west  coasts  of  Ireland  have 

been  visited? — The  whole.  . . 

672.  Can  you  recollect  the  period  of  the  last  visit?— They  were  visited  two 
years  a°-o.  I think,  in  the  report  which  was  made,  there  were  some  remarks  in 
respect°to  the  position  of  some  few  of  the  lights,  which  remarks  were  com- 
municated to  the  Irish  Board. 

673.  Mr.  Chapman .]  But  the  exhibition  was  stated,  I believe,  to  be  faultless  ! 

— The  exhibition  was  stated  to  be  as  good  as  could  be.  There  were  also  some 
remarks  of  the  same  kind  in  respect  to  the  Scottish  lights,  which  were  also 
communicated  to  that  Board,  but  not  touching  at  all  the  power  and  efficiency 
of  the  light  itself.  . 

674.  Mr.  Duncan.]  I understand  you  said,  in  answer  to  question  2oo,  that 
the  corporation  has  been  in  correspondence  with  the  Privy  Council  and  the 
Board  of  Trade,  and  a very  lengthened  letter  was  given  in  to  the  Board  of 
Trade,  stating  the  reasons  why  they  had  not  followed  up  the  recommendation 
of  the  Committee  of  1834- ; have  you  a copy  of  that  letter  ? — I have  not ; but 
very  nearly  the  whole  of  that  letter  is  contained  in  the  minute  of  the  deputy- 
master,  the  subject  being  the  dues  on  steam -vessels. 

675.  Then  this  letter  contains  the  views  of  the  corporation  as  to  steam-boat? 
going  long  and  short  voyages  ? — It  does;  and  it  expresses  the  grounds  upon 
which  the  corporation  venture  to  differ  with  the  Committee  that  sat  in  1834 
upon  the  question  of  a differential  rate  of  charge  upon  steam-vessels  and  upon 
sailing-vessels.  But  with  reference  to  steam-vessels  employed  on  short  voyages, 
a rule  has  been  established,  but  made  applicable  to  sailing-vessels  also;  the 
corporation  having  adhered  to  the  principle  which  they  consider  should  prevail, 
that  no  distinction  of  charge  should  be  made.  The  rule  to  which  I advert  is, 
that  no  vessel  shall  be  charged  with  light  dues  more  than  once  in  the  course 
of  the  four-and-twenty  hours,  reckoning  from  midnight  to  midnight,  however 
frequently  she  may  pass  any  light  or  lights  during  that  time. 

676.  Chairman .]  In  looking  over  the  expense  of  maintaining  the  different 
lights,  there  appears  a great  variety  of  amounts,  some  nearly  twice  as  much  as 
others  for  that;  will  you  state  how  the  difference  arises? — There  exists  a great 
difference  in  the  apparatus  at  different  lights-  At  some  lighthouses  there 
are  numerous  burners,  while  at  other  stations  there  are  but  few.  In  expla- 
nation of  that,  I wilL  lay  before  the  Committee  a statement  of  the  number  of 
burners  at  each  establishment,  distinguishing  lighthouses  from  floating  lights, 
and  showing  those  which  are  illuminated  by  the  dioptric  or  French  apparatus 
and  those  in  which  the  reflecting  principle  is  still  adhered  to. 

677.  For  example,  the  Inner  Fern  has  eight  burners,  whilst  the  Teignmouth 
has  18? — Exactly  so. 

678.  The  number  of  burners  would  consequently  increase  the  expense? — 
Certainly. 

679.  Beaehy  Head  has  30  burners,  whilst  the  lighthouse  at  the  Needles 
has  only  13  ; the  proportion  of  burners  would  explain  the  difference  of  charge 
in  maintaining  those  two  ? — I think  it  would  in  great  measure,  but  possibly  not 
entirely. 

6S0.  Then  is  the  Committee  to  understand,  whether  they  look  at  a fixed  light 
or  at  a floating  light,  that  the  difference  of  the  charge  will  depend  mainly 
on  the  light  establishment  not  being  the  same  in  each  ? — I think  it  would 
entirely,  so  far  as  regards  ordinary  charges. 

681.  As  regards  extraordinary  charges,  that  must  rest  upon  the  emergencies 
as  they  occur? — On  the  emergencies  as  they  occur,  and  the  progress  of  im- 
provement. 

682.  The  ordinary  charge  for  the  support  of  Teignmouth  is  505  l.,  while  the 

special. 
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special  repairs  are  2,155 /.:  will  you  explain  to  the  Committee  the  nature  of  Jacob  Herb*, 

those  two  charges?— The  first  named  consists  of  all  the  ordinary  chaises  for  L 

axt™rdmary  charges  comprised  in  that  sum  24  April  1845 
of  2,155  /.  consist  of  ventilating  the  lighthouses  under  Mr.  Faraday’s  direction  • 
other  works  done  m the  lantern;  also  for  erecting  buildings  for  lighthouse! 
keepers,  alteration  of  the  tower,  time,  &c,  of  the  clerk  of  the  works  “and  com 
mission  on  the  work  done. 

683.  Then  this  column  of  special  repairs  contains  all  such  alterations  and 
improvements  as  those  you  have  now  mentioned  ?— It  does. 

684.  Teignmouth  has  18  burners,  and  the  ordinary  charge  is  505  l,  while  for 
Flamborough,  with  21  burners  the  charge  is  701  /. ; are  the  Committee  to  under- 
stand the  difference  of  200  /.  depends  upon  the  amount  for  the  expense  attend- 
ing the  additional  lights  ? — I think  it  is  so  in  a great  measure 

floatillS ‘^-vessels  life-b°a‘s  ^ched  to 

686.  What  sort  of  a boat  have  they  ?— Ordinary  ships’  boats. 

687.  Chammn.']  St.  Nicholas,  a floating  light  for  eight  burners,  and  the 

charge  “ /•,  whilst  the  Hunstanton  has  12  burners,  at  an  expense  of  1 014/  ■ 

do  the  different  charges  depend  upon  the  quantity  of  burners,  or  is  there  anvl 
thing  connected  with  the  vessels  ?-Th ere  may  be  small  incidental  charges  in 
the  detail,  but  the  genera,  difference  arises  in  that  way,  though  the  expense  of 
the  floating  lights  cannot  well  be  compared  with  that  of  the  land  lights. 

688  You  were  asked  as  to  the  number  of  new  lights  since  18S4  ; will  you 
the  '"crease  since  that  period?-The  number  of  lighthouses  in  1834 
was  4 the  number  of  floating  lights  was  13,  making  a total  of  55  at  that  time, 
the  Boarcl  had  under  its  management  two  lighthouses,  Heligoland  and  the 
Longships  and  one  floating  light,  that  is  to  say,  tile  Bembridge ; since  that  year 
there  have  been  eight  new  lighthouses  erected. 

6S9.  Rebuilt?— No,  new  lighthouses,  in  addition  to  IS  purchased,  and 
two  transferred,  making  a total  of  23,  which,  added  to  the  42  existing  in  1834 
gives  a total  of  65.  Since  1834  there  have  been  11  new  floating  lights  esta- 
blistied,  and  tnere  has  been  one  transferred,  making  a total  of  12,  which  added 
to  the  18  in  1834,  gives  a present  total  of  floating  lights  of  25.  To  these 
there  is  to  be  added  the  Breakwater  lighthouse,  at  present  under  the  manage- 
ment of  the  Trinity  House,  and  the  total,  both  land  and  floating,  now  beloncrino- 
to  or  under  their  management,  will  be  91.  This  paper  also  contains  a list  o°f 
the  new  lighthouses  and  of  those  which  have  been  purchased,  and  it  shows 
mat  the  increase  has  been  an  entire  number  of  33. 

6g o.  Has  there  been  in  that  time  any  great  increase  of  your  establishment  on 
lower-hill? — Not  a great  increase. 

691.  Can  you  state  the  amount? — There  has  been  a considerable  increase 
ansing  out  of  the  establishment  of  an  office  for  the  examination  and  division  of 

ie  collector  s accounts,  but  I think,  for  other  duty,  the  increase  has  not  been  to 
a greater  extent  than  one  additional  clerk. 

692.  Admiral  Dundas .]  Are  those  new  floating  lights  you  have  lateW  erected 
to  be  permanent  floating  lights,  or  with  the  view  hereafter  of  building  houses 
at  or  near  the  spot  where  the  floating  lights  are  ?— That  may  depend  011  the 
expedience  of  those  means  which  have  been  applied  to  this  object,  and  to  others 
wnich  are  about  to  be  experimentally  used.  If  the  corporation  should  be 
• ausned  that  these  means  may  successfully  be  applied,  I think  they  would  be 
aesirous  of  doing  so.  The  instance  in  which  this  has  been  effected  is  at  the 
I ®11  bai?d’  7here  there  was  originally  a floating  light ; and  a permanent 

bas  been  substituted  tor  that  floating  light  by  the  employment  of 
-tvir.  Mitchell  s screw  piles. 

693.  Will  you  explain  to  the  Committee  what  Mr.  Mitchell’s  plan  is  which 
nas  been  adopted?— Mr.  Mitchell’s  plan,  I think,  was  originally  intended 
am1™0M1DgSTlath?r  than  for  PurPoses  t0  which  they  have  since  been  found 

ppiicabie.  I believe  that,  those  purposes  are  strictly  within  his  patent,  but  I 
so  an  r , r 14  wa?  1uite  wilhin  his  expectation  originally  that  the  plan  could 
i PP. le  . consists  of  a large  screw  at  the  end  of  a pile,  which  is  screwed 

fin  u ™ud  or  sand.  These  screws  are  in  diameter  about  three  feet, 
sinfd^'  S*nsle  piles,  or  do  the  piles  consist  of  several  pieces? — With 

g e piies.  The  soil  in  which  they  are  placed  at  this  station,  the  Maplin,  is 

,3t>*  f 2 ^ sand 
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Jacol Herbert, Esq.  sand  at  the  surface,  and  under  soft  clay;  beneath  it  gradually  becomes  firmer, 
— but  at  the  depth  at  which  the  screws  are  placed  it  is  still  far  from  hard. 

24  April  1845.  695.  How  many  feet  ?— I think  the  depth  below  the  surface  of  the  mud  is 

2 4,  feet  or  thereabouts.  The  surface  of  the  sand  is  not  quite,  though  nearly,  dry 
at  low-water ; the  rise  of  the  tide  is  16  feet ; the  fabric  or  foundation  for  the  light- 
house consists  of  a centre  pile  surrounded  by  eight  others,  and  the  extended 
octangular  foundation  which  they  form  is  reduced  in  placing  the  additional 
lengths  of  piles,  and  upon  the  top  of  them  the  structure  is  placed. 

696.  How  long  has  it  been  erected  ?— The  piles  were  screwed  down  in  1838, 
but  I am  not  quite  clear  as  to  the  date  when  the  house  and  the  lantern  in  which 
the  light  is  exhibited  were  superadded. 

697.  Where  do  the  people  live  ? — In  the  house  below  the  lantern. 

698.  Mr.  Grogan.']  Are  you  aware  of  an  open  light  being  placed  in  an 
open  roadstead  or  bay,  or  something  of  that  sort  ?— I do  not  think  a lighthouse 
of  that  kind  has  yet  been  erected  in  such  a situation  ; an  attempt  was  made  to 
place  one  by  the  Irish  Board,  but  I think  as  yet  they  have  not  succeeded. 

699.  Admiral  Dundas.]  Are  you  aware  that  there  is  one  at  Fleetwood? — Yes, 

I am. 

700.  On  the  same  principle,  and  built  by  the  same  man? — Yes,  on  the  same 
principle,  and  built  by  the  same  man,  but  with  a very  different  foundation. 

701.  What  is  the  foundation  at  Fleetwood  ? — I believe  it  is  a stiff  clay. 

702.  Is  Fleetwood  under  your  management  ? — No,  it  is  a harbour  light. 

703.  Chairman.]  You  have  stated  that  if  the  Trinity  House  have  the  means, 
that  that  plan  will  be  extended  ; what  is  the  Committee  to  understand  from 
that  ? — I mean  that  experiments  are  at  this  moment  in  hand  with  the  view  of 
more  readily  obtaining  a foundation  in  sands.  Another  trial  of  Mr.  Mitchell’s 
plan  is  also  upon  the  point  of  being  made  : that  gentleman  was  with  me  only 
yesterday  upon  the  subject  of  the  commencement  of  his  operations ; not  for 
erecting  a lighthouse,  it  is  true,  but  it  is  equally  applicable  to  the  point  now- 
under  the  Committee’s  consideration.  It  is  for  a standing  beacon  on  the  east 
end  of  Tongue  Sand,  and  Mr.  Mitchell  is  at  this  moment  making  preparations 
for  obtaining  a foundation  for  such  a beacon. 

704.  Mr.  Grogan.]  On  the  principle  of  the  screw? — Yes,  on  the  principle  of 
the  screw. 

705.  Have  you  had  any  opportunity  of  seeing  the  beacon  recently  erected 
upon  the  Goodwin  Sands  by  Mr.  Bush? — No,  I know  nothing  of  Mr.  Bush’s 
beacon.  I know  the  Trinity  House  have  erected  a beacon  on  the  Goodwin 
Sands  which  is  very  efficient ; but  I know  nothing  of  Mr.  Bush’s : one  beacon 
placed  there  by  the  Trinity  House,  and  two  by  Captain  Bullock  have  been 
destroyed. 

706.  Chairman. j Is  there  any  intention  of  trying  Mr.  Mitchell’s  plan  on  the 
Goodwin  Sands  or  any  other  sands  along  the  shore? — They  have  110  present 
intention  of  doing  it,  except  in  the  instance  I have  mentioned.  The  Board,  if 
I may  so  express  it,  are  feeling  their  way,  and  are  about  to  make  some  experi- 
ments with  Dr.  Potts’  principle. 

707.  Admiral  Dundas.]  Is  not  Mr.  Mitchell  at  the  present  time  erecting  one 
on  the  Kish  ? — I have  no  means  of  speaking  to  that  but  from  general  infor- 
mation. 

70S.  Mr.  Duncan.]  Has  the  one  last  erected  by  Mr.  Mitchell  stood  well 
since  its  erection  ? — Quite  so. 

709.  Is  it  completely  on  a sandy  foundation  ?—  Sand  with  mud  or  soft  clay 
beneath ; another  structure  of  the  same  kind  has  been  put  up  by  the  Trinity 
House  at  the  point  of  Air  in  Flintshire,  not  upon  Dr.  Potts’  principle;  that  was 
done  by  Mr.  Walker,  under  his  own  direction,  and  according  to  his  own 
plaD.  The  means  adopted  there  were  hollow  cylinders  sunk  and  filled  with 
concrete  ; but  the  site  is  here  above  low-water  mark. 

710.  Chairman.]  How  long  has  that  been  established? — I think  about  three 
years. 

711.  What  is  the  size  of  the  light  established  there? — It  eonsists.of  nine 
burners. 

712.  Have  yon  had  before  your  Board  a plan  from  Sir  Samuel  Brown  with 
bronze  standards  ?— We  have. 

713.  Is  that  intended  for  sands  to  be  erected  in  such  places  as  that  light? 
— It  is  intended  by  Sir  Samuel  Brown,  for  situations  in  which  the  depth  of 

water 
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water  is  six  or  eight  fathoms  ; but  the  Board  does  not  propose  to  adopt  it  for 
such  situations.  r 

714.  Is  there  any  intention  of  trying  metal  supporters  instead  of  woods— 

The  supporters  at  all  the  stations  I have  mentioned  are  metal,  not  wood  ■ thev 
are  all  metal  at  those  places.  ’ y 

715.  Is  not  Captain  Brown’s  something  of  that  plan  1— No  ; if  I understand 
Captain  Brown’s  plan,  he  proposes  to  construct  an  edifice  on  the  shore  with  a 
very  extended  base,  to  float  it  out  to  the  station,  and  to  obtain  stability  for  the 
edifice  by  the  great  depth  of  water  in  which  it  would  be  placed,  the  extent  of 
the  base  of  the  foundation,  and  the  weight  of  the  concrete  with  which  it  would 
be  filled. 

716.  Has  that  been  tried  anywhere? — I think  not.  An  answer  has  been  sent 
to  Sir  Samuel  Brown  from  the  Board,  in  which  they  intimate  their  indisposition 
to  adopt  his  scheme  for  placing  such  structures  upon  the  surface  of  the  sand- 
banks. I hey  have  told  him  they  are  quite  ready  to  go  into  a consideration  of 
his  plan,  with  a view  to  its  adoption,  if  he  will  send  in  proposals  for  the  erec- 
tion of  a lighthouse,  either  upon  the  Pollard,  near  the  Seven  Stones,  the  Wolf 
Bock,  or  the  shoal  of  the  lead  part  of  the  Owers  Sand ; and  there  the  matter 
rests  at  present. 

717;  Has  any  attempt  been  made  by  you  to  establish  a light  on  the  Goodwin 
Sands  ?— None ; the  Board  feel  that  they  have  already  three  lights  at  the 
Goodwin  Sands  ; one  at  South  Sand  Head,  another  at  the  North  Sand  Head 
and  a third  in  the  Gull  Stream. 

71/’ . They  are  considered  equal  to  standard  lights  r — I think  there  are  some 
objections  to  floating  lights  as  compared  to  permanently  fixed  lights,  and 
upon  the  consideration  of  a proposition  made  to  the  Admiralty  by  Mr.  Bush, 
some  time  since,  the  Elder  Brethren  submitted  to  the  Lords  Commissioners  ■ 
that  he  should  place  his  structure  in  a certain  depth  of  water  upon  the  South 
Sand  Head  ; and  if  he  had  succeeded  in  placing  a permanent  tower  in  that 
situation,  I think  the  Board  would  have  considered  it  preferable  to  a floating 
light;  but  I believe  (I  speak  subject  to  great  correction)  unless  it  were  so  placed^ 

I mean  in  a proper  depth  of  water  upon  that  head  of  the  sand,  its  utility  would 
be  very  questionable  and  certainly  not  so  great  as  the  floating  light  now  is. 

718.  Mr . Mitcalfe.]  Have  you  had  any  correspondence  with  Mr.  Bush? 

I have. 

719.  Will  you  bring  the  correspondence  on  the  next  day? — I shall  be  dad  to 

-do  that.  0 

720.  And  the  last  report  of  Mr.  Bush  as  to  the  sinking  of  the  caisson?— I 
will  do  so  ; and  accompany  it,  if  you  please,  with  a copy  of  the  notice  which  the 
Board  has  served  upon  Mr.  Bush  to  desist  from  his  proceeding. 

721.  Chairman .]  Have  the  Trinity  House  at  present  any  intention  of 
attempting  to  erect  a fixed  light  on  any  part  of  the  Goodwin  Sands  ? — Thev 
have  not. 

722.  Mr.  Chapman.']  With  reference  to  a question  put  to  you  by  the  Chair- 
man, is  it  not  in  your  recollection  that  the  floating  light  placed  in  the  Gull 
Stream  has  been  obliged  to  be  shifted  in  and  out  more  than  once  within  the 
last  20  years  ; in  and  out  to  a considerable  distance ; showing  thereby  the  shift- 
ing of  the  sand  to  such  a degree  as  would  make  it  almost  impracticable  to  build 
a lighthouse  with  any  certainty  of  its  standing  for  any  length  of  time? — The 
light-vessel  has  been  frequently  or  at  least  occasionally  moved,  under  the 
circumstances  which  you  have  mentioned  ; and  it  may  reasonably  be  inferred 
that  a lighthouse  permanently  placed  upon  the  Goodwin  Sands  might  become 
useless,  or  perhaps  very  injurious  in  the  course  of  years. 

723.  Chairman.]  In  reference  to  a question  that  has  been  asked  you  about 
the  Harwich  lights  ; have  any  complaints  been  made  to  the  Trinity  House  of  the 
lights  entering  Harwich  being  now  so  placed  as  to  endanger  the  safety  of  a 
ship  if  she  should  follow  the  instructions  which  have  existed  some  years  respect- 
ing it? — There  have  been  some  such  complaints;  but  if  a ship  were  to  follow 
the  instructions  that  were  issued  by  the  Board  on  the  24th  of  January  1S43,  she 
would  not  be  in  danger.  At  the  same  time,  the  Trinity  House  is  of  opinion 
that  masters  of  vessels  ought  not  to  attempt  to  enter  Harwich  harbour  in  the 
night-time  unless  they  are  very  well  acquainted  with  the  navigation.  I believe 
that  the  Harwich  lighthouses  were  not  originally  placed  for  the  purpose  of 
enabling  vessels  to  enter  Harwich  harbour.  It  is  "true  that  I have  understood 
they  could  do  so  with  much  more  facility  and  security  formerly  than  they  can 

°-3S-  f 3 now* 
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Jacob  Herbert, Esq.  now,  but  I believe  they  would  in  general  act  more  prudently  by  taking  Up  a 

secure  anchorage  in  the  spacious  roadstead  called  the  Rolling  Ground,  and 

24  April  1845.  waiting  till  daylight  permits  them  to  enter  the  harbour  in  safety. 

724.  Are  the  lighthouses  erected  at  Harwich,  to  which  allusion  is  made, 
useful  "now  for  the  purposes  for  which  they  were  erected?— I think  the  exten- 
sion, or  growing  up,  of  Landguard  Point  may  have  made  them  less  useful  than 
they  originally  were. 

725.  Mr.  Mitcalfe .]  The  port  of  Harwich  has  undergone  some  considerable 
alteration,  has  it  not  ?— I have  understood  so. 

726.  Admiral  Dundus.]  When  the  Trinity  Board  first  proposed  to  Mr.  Bush 
to  place  his  liohthouse  on  the  Goodwin  Sands,  dicl  they  then  consider  a building 
of  that  sort  *could  be  there  erected?— The  Trinity  House  never  proposed  to 
Mr.  Bush  to  put  a lighthouse  on  the  Goodwin  Sands. 

727.  But  they  consented  ? — Mr.  Bush’s  project  was  first  introduced  to  the 
corporation’s  notice  by  the  Board  of  Admiralty,  with  the  object  of  ascertaining 
the  situation  in  which  the  light  would  be  best  placed  ; and  I think,  the  reply 
was  in  four  fathoms  water  on  the  south  end  of  the  Sand.  1 think  after  that 
Mr.  Bush,  though  consenting  to  that  situation  in  the  first  instance,  stated  after- 
wards that  he  should  prefer  to  put  it  somewhere  else,  and  the  next  best  position, 
on  which  the  Trinity  House  thought  it  could  be  placed,  was  upon  the  South 
Calliper,  but  it  is  not  placed  there,  I believe. 

728.  Have  the  Board  any  reason  to  alter  their  opinion  since,  in  consequence 
of  anything  Mr.  Bush  has  done? — The  Board,  I think,  never  expressed  an 
opinion,  although  they  expressly  declined  to  encourage  the  project. 

729.  Have  they  withdrawn  that  permission  they  gave  to  Mr.  Bush  in  the 
first  instance? — Certainly  he  has  had  notice  to  desist  from  liis  operations. 

730.  Mr.  Grogan.']  Have  you  been  obliged  to  survey  the  Gull  Stream  occa- 
sionally, where  the  floating  light  is  placed  ? — Frequently. 

731.  In  consequence  of  the  change  of  the  sand? — Yes,  from  that  cause. 

732.  Chairman.]  You  were  asked  at  the  last  meeting  as  to  how  Mr.  Walker, 
the  professional  engineer  employed  by  the  Board,  was  paid,  and  you  were 
requested  to  bring  a statement ; have  you  done  so  ? — I have  prepared  that  state- 
ment, it  being  for  the  year  1848.  I have  arranged  it  under  ten  different  heads. 

733.  Under  the  head  of  “ time’5  351  l.  is  entered  ; is  that  the  whole  money 
paid  to  Mr.  Walker  during  the  year  for  his  professional  assistance? — It  is  for 
time,  but  exclusive  of  commission. 

734.  The  aggregate  of  the  account  delivered  in  is  4,986/.  18s.;  the  Com- 
mittee wish  to  know  whether  the  amount  now  stated,  351  /.,  is  the  sole  amount 
paid  to  Mr.  Walker  for  his  professional  knowledge  ? — It  is,  exclusive  of  com- 
mission. 

735.  The  travelling  expense  for  himself  and  clerk,  359  is  the  actual  expense 
incurred  in  going  to  visit  the  lighthouses  ? — It  is. 

736.  Do  you  allow  so  much  per  mile,  or  in  what  way  is  he  paid? — There  is 
no  fixed  mode  of  remuneration  for  travelling  expenses. 

737.  He  sends  in  a bill? — He  sends  in  an  account  in  which  so  much  is 
charged  ; and  in  the  examination  which  it  undergoes,  if  it  appeared  to  be  more 
than  it  reasonably  ought  to  be,  notice  would  be  taken  of  it. 

738.  Under  the  head  of  surveys,  plans,  and  certificates  for  works,  there  isan 
amount  of  227 1-  12  s. ; is  that  paid  to  him  for  the  drafts  and  for  the  trouble  in 

Vide  Appendix  making  certificates,  or  for  his  servants,  or  how,  under  what  head? — It  is  his 
5 (p)-  charge  in  his  account  for  preparing  and  furnishing  those  plans  and  specifications. 

739.  There  is  also  an  item  of  600  /.  commission  on  work  done,  or  amounts 
specified  ? — That  is  a commission  on  contract  sums ; it  forms  an  emolument  in 
addition  to  time. 

740.  Then  there  is  also  an  item  here,  clerks  of  the  works,  2,050  /. ; what  is  the 
nature  of  that  charge  ?— The  clerks  of  the  works  are  resident  upon  the  pre- 
mises while  the  works  are  being  carried  on,  with  the  object  of  taking  care 
not  only  that  the  work  is  executed  according  to  the  plans,  but  also  according  to 
the  specification,  as  it  applies  to  the  qualities  of  materials  and  the  substantial 
character  of  the  work. 

741  • There  are  also  bills  for  labour  and  materials,  what  is  included  under 
that ?— -There  have  been  some  few  works  carried  on  under  Mr.  Walker’s 
direction,  not  by  contract,  such  as  the  Wolf  Rock  and  Rundle  Stone,  and  two 
or  three  others,  which  no  man  would  contract  to  execute  in  those  very 
exposed  situations. 

742.  Then 
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742.  Then  this  4,986  /.  includes  the  whole  amount  for  that  kind  of  work  done, 
for  his  surveys,  plans,  and  professional  services? — Mr.  Walker’s  entire  charge 
for  that  year. 

743.  Has  it  been  under  consideration  to  give  a salary  to  Mr.  Walker  for  his 
labour? — No,  it  has  not ; indeed,  it  would  have  been  very  difficult  to  do  that; 
during  the  last  few  years  much  work  has  been  done  which  cannot  be  required 
in  future  years. 

744.  Mr.  Chapman.']  Are  there  not  many  situations  where  you  require  the 
professional  opinion  and  great  experience  and  judgment  of  a gentleman  like 
Mr.  Walker?— Yes;  but  if  I may  be  allowed  to  observe,  that  rather  applies  to 
the  propriety  of  employing  an  engineer  of  eminence,  than  to  the  question  of 
remunerating  him  by  salary. 

745.  Chairman .]  Has  the  Trinity  House  in  any  instance  adopted  this  plan  of 
paying  a fixed  salary  to  professional  men? — They  have,  to  their  clerk  of  the 
works  in  London,  who  is  ^employed  as  an  architect  in  respect  of  their  premises  on 
Tower-hill,  their  almshouses,  and  lettings,  and  buildings  upon  the  estate  at 
Southwark,  and  similar  matters  in  and  about  London. 

746.  What  salary  do  they  give  him  ? — 200 1.  a year. 

74 7-  You  were  asked  respecting  the  Scotch  and  Irish  Commissions,  and  you 
stated  that  they  could  not  erect  a lighthouse  in  any  place  without  giving  a 
six-months’  notice  of  their  intention,  as  you  had  a complete  surveillance  of 'the 
whole  department ; will  you  explain  what  kind  of  surveillance  you  alluded  to 
in  that  answer? — My  answer  had  reference  to  the  clause  in  the  Lighthouse  Act, 
6 & 7 Will.  4,  which  requires  that  the  Commissioners  in  Scotland  should  com- 
municate with  the  Trinity  House  before  they  proceed  to  erect  a lighthouse,  and 
empowers  the  corporation  to  approve  of  or  dissent  therefrom,  and  also  call  upon 
the  Commissioners  to  make  alterations  and  improvements  in  their  different 
lighthouses  ; sections  42  and  43  apply  to  this  subject. 

748.  Have  these  Boards  applied  in  every  case  since  that  Act  was  passed, 
when  new  lights  have  been  established? — They  have  done  so. 

749-  Has  the  Board  given  its  opinion  on  ail  such  applications  ? — They  have. 

750.  Have  instances  occurred  in  which  any  difference  has  taken  place 
between  the  two  Boards? — There  does  at  present  exist  a difference  of  opinion 
as  to  the  most  advantageous  position  for  a lighthouse,  which  it  is  proposed  to 
erect  on  the  coast  of  Caithness. 


751.  And  that  is  the  only  instance  where  any  difference  has  taken  place 
between  the  Boards  ? — I think  not ; I think  some  three  or  four  years  ago  there 
was  a point  upon  which  they  did  not  altogether  concur  in  the  first  instance; 
but  the  different  views  entertained  were  very  speedily  reconciled ; and  the  light 
which  I allude  to  is  now  established. 

75 2-  Mr.  Duncan.]  Has  there  been  any  application  from  Scotland  for  erection 
of  lights,  that  have  not  received  the  approbation  of  the  Board  ? — I think  not; 
there  is  a proposition  at  the  present  moment  under  consideration,  but  no  deter- 
mination has  been  come  to  in  respect  of  that,  and  therefore  I can  afford  the 
Committee  no  information  upon  it. 

753.  You  are  not  aware  of  any  application  from  the  Commissioners  in  Scot- 
land as  to  a floating  light  at  the  mouth  of  the  river  Tay  ? — I think  not  for  a 
floating  light. 

754-  Nor  has  there  been  any  survey  made,  to  your  knowledge,  for  placing  a 
floating  light  there? — Not  by  our  Board. 

755-  Chairman.]  You  were  asked  some  questions  respecting  the  expense  of 
collection  at  Liverpool,  and  you  have  presented  a paper  to  the  Committee  by 
which  it  appears  that  the  total  amount  paid  by  the  Trinity  Board  for  the  col- 
lection in  the  year  1843  was  11,300/.,  being  at  the  rate  of  3/.  18  s.  10  d.  per 
cent.,  and  S,203  l.  appears  to  have  been  paid  to  the  collector  at  Liverpool.  How 
can  you  reconcile  that  with  the  statement  before  made  of  it  being  2,700 1.  ? — The 
difference  arises,  I believe,  from  the  circumstance  of  the  deputy  master  having 
spoken  from  a Return  which  was  rendered  to  the  House  for  the  year  1839- 

75d-  The  Committee  understand  that  the  amount  must  have  increased  ? — 
The  amount  since  that  has  increased. 

. 757-  And  he  now  receives  3,203/.? — That  was  the  amount  of  commission 
m 1843. 


758.  Mr.  Mitcalfe.]  Does  that  include  Mr.  William  Hurry? — It  includes  Mr. 
William  Hurry. 

°-36.  v 4 759.  Chairman. 
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759.  Chairman .]  Is  there  more  than  one  collector  at  Liverpool?— It  js  a 

joint  collection.  . 

760.  By  whom?— The  collection,  previous  to  its  consolidation  in  the  hands 
of  the  Trinity  House,  that  is  to  say,  before  the  Act  6 & 7 Will.  4 came  into 
operation,  was  conducted  by  Mr.  William  Hurry,  the  collector  for  the  Trinity 
House  lights;  upon  the  consolidation,  Mr.  Arnaud,  the  collector  of  the  customs 
and  also0 the  collector  for  the  Irish  and  Scotch  lighthouses,  was  joined  with 
Mr.  Hurry  in  the  collection  of  the  whole.  Mr.  Hurry  being  paid  out  of  the 
emolument  derived  from  the  commission  of  five  per  cent,  a salary  of  GOOZ.  a 
year;  Mr.  Arnaud  retaining  all  the  remainder,  but  defraying  out  of  that 
remainder  all  charges  for  clerks  and  assistants.  Upon  the  purchase  of  the 
Skerries  Lighthouse,  and  the  consolidation  of  the  collection  of  the  duties  for 
that  establishment  in  the  hands  of  those  gentlemen  with  their  other  collections, 
the  corporation  did  not  apply  the  commission  of  five  per  cent,  to  the  collection 
of  the  revenue  for  that  light,  but  they  apportioned  a salary  of  150Z.  for  that 
duty,  and  it  is  included  in  this  S,203Z.,  and  they  intimated  that  they  thought 
two-thirds  of  that  should  go  to  Mr.  Hurry,  and  the  other  one-third,  or  501., 
should  remain  with  Mr.  Arnaud,  to  assist  in  paying  the  charge  of  any  further 
clerk  or  assistant  whom  he  might  require. 

761.  Do  you  know  what  establishment  is  kept  at  Liverpool  for  the  collection 
of  the  light  dues  ? — I have  understood  they  have  three  clerks. 

762.  Are  they  in  the  custom-house? — The  business  is  transacted  in  an  office 
in  the  custom-house. 

763.  The  three  ? — There  are  three  clerks  besides  the  two  collectors. 

764.  Is  it  a separate  office  ? — It  is  a separate  office. 

765.  Then  the  collector  cannot  attend  that  office;  he  having  other  duties  to 
attend,  lie  must  be  in  his  own  office? — I understand  the  rooms  are  contiguous; 
and  therefore  the  collector  has  the  opportunity  of  supervising  frequently  the 
proceedings  in  the  Light-collection  office,  and  of  being'  accessible  to  those 
persons,  who  may  have  anything  to  observe  to  him  upon  the  subject  of  the 
collection. 

766.  Do  you  know  who  the  person  is  that  sits  at  the  head  of  that  office ; is  it 
a clerk,  or  whom  ? — I think  his  name  is  Blythe. 

767.  What  situation  does  Mr.  Hurry  hold? — He  is  joint-collector  with  Mr. 
Arnaud  and  is  in  daily  and  constant  attendance. 

768.  Does  he  take  charge  of  the  office,  or  is  it  a clerk  who  takes  charge?— 
No;  I think  the  whole  duty  is  conducted  under  the  personal  management  of 
Mr.  Hurry. 

769.  And  not  of  the  collector,  who  is  in  an  adjoining  room  r — I am  not  pre- 
pared to  say  to  what  extent  he  devotes  his  time  to  or  supervises  the  collection. 

770.  Will  you  furnish  the  Committee  with  a list  of  the  establishment  neces- 
sary for  collecting  the  light  dues  in  Liverpool,  and  where  it  is  situated ; in 
what  part  of  the  custom-house  that  office  is  ? — I will. 

771.  The  Committee  understood  in  1837  his  salary  was  GOOZ.,  and  now  it  is 
700Z.? — My  answer  was,  that  at  present  it  is 700/.,  but  in  1837  I believe  it  was 
only  600  Z. ; an  increase  took  place  upon  the  commencement  of  the  collection  of 
the  dues  for  the  Skerries  Lighthouse. 


772.  By  the  Return  laid  on  the  table,  the  Committee  perceive  that  the  reve- 
nue for  the  lights  at  Liverpool  has  increased  from  54,000/.  in  1830,  and  that 
the  commission  now  amounts  to  3,203  Z.  5s.  5d.,  deducting  the  700 Z.  paid  to 
Mr.  Hurry,  leaving  a balance  of  2,503 Z.  5s.  5d. ; is  the  whole  sum  paid  over  to 
the  collector  of  the  customs  at  Liverpool  just  now  ?— Subject  to  the  deduction 
of  charge  for  clerks  and  expenses. 

773.  What  other  expenses  are  there  besides  the  clerks?— I can  hardly  spe- 
cify. I am  not  prepared  to  state  the  actual  daily  expense,  but  I think  it  probable 
there  may  be  some  incidentals,  with  the  particulars  of  which  I am  not  aware. 


774.  Are  you  aware  if  the  department  is  exclusively  under  Mr.  Hurry s 
personal  daily  superintendence,  or  whether  Mr.  Arnaud,  the  collector  take,  and 
Mr.  Hurry  occasionally  visit  the  office?— I have  understood  from  Mr.  Arnaud 
that,  although  as  collector  of  the  customs,  he  cannot  devote  his  time  perpetually) 
as  Mr.  Hurry  does,  to  the  superintendence  of  the  collection,  yet  that  he  does, 
as  a matter  of  fact,  give  some  attention  to  it  daily. 

775-  When  a vessel  clears  at  the  Custom-house,  is  her  captain  obliged  to 

produce 
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produce  his  receipt,  showing  the  light  dues  have  been  paid  r— Yes,  the  autho- 
rities  so  require  it. 

776.  Does  the  party  paying  the  lights  come  to  the  Custom-house  the  clerk- 
paying the  duty  or  the  captain  of  the  vessel?— The  agent  or  the  captain 
I believe  comes  to  the  Custom-house  to  pay  that  charge,  as  well  as  to  transact 
■other  business. 

777.  Was  it  not  a part  of  the  recommendation  of  the  Committee  of  1884 
that  the  lights  should,  if  possible,  be  collected  in  the  Custom-house,  to  save  the 
captains  or  agents  clearing  vessels  as  much  labour  as  possible?— It  was  so  and 
that  has  been  attended  to  subsequently. 

77S.  Mr.  Chapman. ] Has  it  not  been  found  in  frequent  instances,  that  men 
in  order  to  escape  the  charge  for  lights  passing  south-about,  have  stated  that 
they  would  go  north-about,  and  paid  for  the  northern  passage  only  ; when  on 
their  return,  by  the  industry  of  the  collectors,  they  have  found  that  they  have 
gone  through  the  Channel,  where  there  was  the  greatest  amount  of  benefit  to 
be  gained  beyond  what  they  had  paid  before  ?— I believe  that  many  such  cases  of 
evasion  have  taken  place,  and,  in  several,  detection  has  followed  through  the 
vigilance  of  the  collectors.  ° 

_ 779-  So  that  it  is  not  the  single  fact  of  paying  the  money  and  passing  through 
his  accounts  that  the  agent  has  to  do,  but  he  has  also  to  scrutinize  the  voyage 
or  each  ship,  and  to  take  care  that  the  owners  or  masters  pay  the  full  amount 
ot  what  they  are  obliged  to  pay  ? — Certainly  ; and  that  applies  to  the  inward  as 
well  as  to  the  outward  voyages. 

780.  Are  not  these  matters  managed  by  the  persons  attending  the  office'— 

1 believe  so,  by  the  clerk. 

781.  Mr.  Duncan.]  Do  you  think  this  2,50 31.  5 s.  3 d.  that  is  now  paid  to 
the  gentlemen  sitting  m another  room,  will  tend  to  give  any  further  facility  to 
do  away  with  an  attempt  to  defraud  the  revenue  ? — I am  not  prepared  to  say 
to  what  extent  Mr.  Arnaud  may  or  may  not  take  part  in  discharge  of  the  duty 
ot  that  collection,  but  it  was  one  of  the  recommendations  of  the  last  Lighthouse 
Committee,  that  the  collectors  of  customs  should  be  appointed,  and  in 'addition 
to  that,  Mr.  Arnaud,  the  gentleman  in  question,  being  the  collector  of  customs, 
was  at  the  time  of  the  consolidation  of  the  collections  actually  the  collector  to  the 
Irish  Board;  and  you  will  see  that  out  of  these  emoluments  1,560/.  11  s.  4>d  is 
the  amount  of  the  commission  derived  from  this  collection  of  those  Irish  li«ht 
dues,  of  which  he  was  previously  in  possession. 

7S2.  So  far  as  we  know  of  the  collection  of  the  lights  at  Liverpool,  the  prin- 
cipal part  of  the  duty  devolves  on  and  is  performed  by  Mr.  Hurry  ? — I think  it  is. 

783.  Admiral  Dun  das.]  There  are  many  ships  bound  to  America  from  the 
port  of  Nevvcastle  and  neighbouring  ports  of  Leith  and  Dundee,  who  pay  their 
lights  for  the  northern  passage ; when  they  are  in  pursuit  of  that  voyage,  a 
gale  of  wind  very  often  happens  from  the  north-east,  and  the  vessel  is  obliged 
by  stress  of  weather  to  go  a contrary  passage  to  America;  if  that  is  found  out. 
have  they  to  pay  additional  light  dues,  and  if  so,  do  you  return  the  light  duties 
already  paid  for  the  northern  passage,  which  they  have  never  made  any  use 
° • Gn  a Ship  Passes  hy  a route  fewer  lights  than  those  which  she  has 
paid  for  on  her  outward  voyage,  on  the  settlement  of  the  homeward  voyage 
an  allowance  is  made.  0 ’ 


784-  Chairman.]  Is  there  not  a table  in  each  custom-house,  which  shows 
the  number  of  lights  from  port  to  port  that  they  are  entitled  to  pay  for? — There 
are  such  tables. 

785-  Do  not  such  tables  prevent  any  imposition  or  overcharge  being  made  by 
the  collector  ? — I should  suppose  so  ; the  collector  himself  can  scarcely  err  in 
making  his  charge,  and  the  public,  who  are  the  payers,  have  ample  opportunity 
of  detecting  any  such  overcharge  if  they  do,  because  a table  is  hung  up  in  each 
custom-house.  Those  tables  of  duties  have  been  consolidated  into  a form 
affording  every  information  which  the  masters  of  vessels  or  agents  can  require. 

786.  Mr.  Grogan.]  Has  there  been  any  recent  reduction  or  revision  of  those 
charges  within  these  few  years  ? — The  present  tables  for  the  Trinity  House 
lights  bear  date  in  May  1844. 

.,787.  And  with  regard  to  the  other  lights,  are  you  able  to  say  anything  as  to 
the  Scotch  and  Irish  lights? — The  last  Scotch  table  was  also  in  1844,  but  as 
regards  the  Irish  duties,  I believe  there  has  not  been  any  corrected  table  estab- 
lished and  published  since  the  first  table  in  the  year  1837. 

G 788.  Ai-o 
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7S8  Are  you  aware  of  any  intention  to  reduce  them,  or  any  negotiation  on 
the  subject?— I have  understood  that  the  Commissioners  in  Dublin  have  it  in 
contemplation  to  reduce  their  duties  10  per  cent.  ......  . . 

;8q  Chairman.]  Look  at  that  table  again  ; you  will  find  m that  whilst  the  col- 
lection of  72,6201.  cost  3,203?.,  there  is  105,000/.  collected  in  London  at  an 
expense  of  2,247/.  over  and  above  the  expense  of  office  at  Liverpool  5 or  is  it 
included  in  that'?— £.2,247.  is  the  expense  of  the  collection  m London., 

700.  That  is  the  return  giving  an  account  of  the  salaries  in  Mi . Cotton  s office, 

which  is  an  establishment  consisting  of  five  clerks,  besides  Mr.  Cotton,  at  an 
expense  of  2,17 51. ; what  the  Committee  wish  to  know  is,  whether  that  2,247/. 
includes  the  charges  of  the  Tower-hill  establishment,  which  is  2,175/.,  for  six 
officers  employed  in  the  Tower-hill  establishment  ?— It  does.  „ 

701.  Then  what  is  the  additional  charge? — I think  the  difference  arises  from 
the  one  statement  being  for  the  year  1843,  and  the  other  that  for  the  present 

tim7e92.  Are  all  the  lights  now  paid  in  London  paid  on  Tower-hill  ?— They  are. 

703.  Scotch,  English,  and  Irish? — Yes.  ...... 

704.  Then  a shipper’s  clerk  must  go  first  to  Tower-hill  and  then  to  the 

Custom-house ; he  must  get  the  clearance  at  Tower-hill  before  he  goes  to  the 
Custom-house? — Yes.  _ ...  ..  . 

7<K.  Is  not  Mr.  Cotton,  who  sits  at  Tower-hill,  as  capable  of  preventing 
evasion  of  the  lights  as  the  collector  in  the  port  of  London  would  be?— Yes; 
but  his  means  of  information  are  obtained  from  the  Custom-house. 

796.  What  kind  of  information  does  he  acquire  from  the  Custom-house  r 
Daily  lists  of  vessels  reporting  inwards,  with  particulars  of  their  voyages  ; and  of 
those  entering  outwards,  both  for  beyond  sea  and  coastwise. 

797.  Is  that  obtained  from  the  Bill-entry  Office  ? — It  is. 

798.  For  which  you  pay  150/.  a year  ?— For  which  we  pay  150  /.  a year  for 
the  written  information,  and  6 /.  for  the  printed  lists. 

799.  Any  person  may  obtain  the  printed  list? — Yes. 

800.  And  what  different  information  does  that  list  contain  from  what  you 
obtain  in  writing?— The  printed  lists  are  only  published  periodically;  the 
written  information  we  obtain  is  furnished  daily. 

801.  Anybody  may  obtain  that  by  going  there? — I think  not,  but  I really 
am  not  prepared  to  state  whether  that  be  so. 

802.  You  have  delivered  a written  correspondence  as  to  those  fees;  do  you 
not  consider  150  /.  for  that  information  a large  amount  ? — They  did  not  con- 
sider it  so  at  that  time,  and  we  were  unable  to  obtain  the  information  at  a 
lower  rate  of  charge ; if  they  did  not  so  consider  it  then,  I apprehend  they 
would  contend  that  it  ought  not  to  be  reduced  now,  because  the  trade  of  the 
port  must  have  increased  since,  and  they  have  more  duty  to  perform. 

803.  Then  that  150/.  which  you  pay  for  the  additional  information  you 
receive,  becomes  a charge  on  the  shipping  interest,  in  so  far  as  you  are  pre- 
vented applying  that  sum  towards  the  reduction  of  the  rates? — It  is  a charge 
upon  the  collection,  unquestionably,  and,  viewed  in  the  light  you  put  it, 
it  is  so. 

804.  Does  not,  in  fact,  every  item  of  expenditure  become  a deduction  or 
charge  on  the  shipping,  in  so  far  as  the  Board  lias  decided  not  to  reduce  the 
lights  until  they  have  discharged  their  debt? — Reduction  of  charge  upon  the 
collection,  must,  of  course,  operate  beneficially  in  respect  of  any  proposition  for 
reduction  of  dues. 

805.  Are  you  aware  that  the  Bill  of  Entry  Office  is  maintained  by  patent?' — 
i have  always  understood  it  to  be  a patent  office. 

806.  Did  the  Board,  in  applying  for  that  additional  information,  state  that  in- 
formation was  wanted  for  a public  department? — Assuredly  they  did. 

807.  And  that  was  the  lowest  sum  for  which  they  would  supply  it  ? — It  was. 

808.  Is  there  any  other  office  from  whence  you  could  obtain  that  informa- 
tion ? — I believe  none. 

809.  Is  the  Committee  to  understand  that  the  smaller  per-centage  charged  in 
London  for  the  larger  collection  than  that  for  which  the  Liverpool  collection 
is  made  is  owing  to  your  office  being  paid  by  salary  and  not  by  commission? — 
It  is  so. 

810.  And  that  expense  consists  of  Mr.  Cotton,  the  collector,  at  700  /.  a year; 
two  clerks  at  400  /.  each,  and  three  clerks  from  380  /.  down  to  90  /.  each  ; that 
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is  the  whole  charge  of  your  establishment  ? — That  is  the  whole  charge  for  that 
department. 

811.  Besides  that,  there  is  an  office-room  in  the  Trinity  House  which  would 
otherwise  be  charged  elsewhere  ? — That  is  the  case. 

812.  Does  that  include  any  messengers  or  persons  connected  with  the  office, 
or  will  that  go  to  one  general  charge  ? — There  is  a messenger  who  is  partly 
attached  to  that  office,  but  his  salary  is  otherwise  charged ; he  is  not  exclu- 
sively attached  to  it ; he  attends  to  the  ballast-office  as  well  as  to  the  collection- 
office,  and  is  employed  generally. 

813.  Is  it  probable  that  an  additional  sum  of  72/.,  for  which  you  cannot 
account,  forms  any  part  of  that  charge  P— I think  not ; the  difference  results 
from  the  statements  being  for  different  years. 

814.  Mr.  Somes.']  Does  Mr.  Cotton  hold  any  other  situation  under  the  cor- 
poration of  the  Trinity  House? — No,  he  does  not. 

815.  Chairman.]  Does  he  attend  to  the  duty? — He  attends  constantly. 

816.  Mr  .Grogan.]  Is  the  Committee  to  understand  you  to  say  that  all  the 
lights,  English,  Irish,  and  Scotch,  are  collected  in  the  office  of  the  Trinity 
House  ? — Yes. 

817.  And  the  entire  expenditure  for  agency  for  that  year  was  2,247/.  for 
London  ? — Yes. 

818.  Inclusive  of  the  staff  necessary  for  the  collection,  except  the  rent  of 
that  office  ? — Yes  ; including  the  whole,  but  without  expense  tor  rent. 

819.  Do  you  conceive  any  serious  difficulty  in  the  establishment  of  a branch 
office,  or  something  similar  to  that  in  Liverpool,  whereby  2,000 1.  might  be  <rot 
rid  of  ?— I have  already  explained  that  there  was  a difficulty  upon  that  point. 
I mentioned  that,  when  the  collections  were  consolidated,  Mr.  Hurry  was  pre- 
viously the  collector  to  the  Trinity  House,  and  Mr.  Arnaud  the  collector  of  the 
customs  and  the  collector  for  the  Irish  light  dues;  the  recommendation  of  the 
lighthouse  committee  was,  that  the  collector  of  customs  should  be  employed  ; 
we  could  not  have  put  it  entirely  into  the  hands  of  Mr.  Arnaud  without  dis- 
placing our  own  collector,  Mr.  Hurry;  and  we  could  not  place  it  entirely  in 
Mr.  Hurry’s  hands  with  anything  like  a show  of  reason  to  Mr.  Arnaud,  or 
without  giving  him  considerable  compensation ; because  although  I am  not 
prepared  to  say  what  the  amount  of  commission  received  by  him  on  the  Irish 
collection  was  at  that  time,  it  must  have  been  very  large,  for  out  of  this  sum 
of  3,208 /.  (the  total  amount  of  commission  at  Liverpool  for  the  year  1848) 
the  sum  of  1,560/.  was  the  commission  upon  the  Irish  lights,  which  collection 
he  held  before  the  consolidation. 

820.  Mr.  Grogan.]  At  present  it  is  much  larger  at  Liverpool ; is  it  considered 
merely  as  a temporary  arrangement?— Whenever  circumstances  arise  to  admit 
an  alteration  in  the  present  arrangement  at  Liverpool,  a considerable  reduction 
of  charge  will  take  place. 

821.  Chairman.]  The  next  item  is  Newcastle,  where  an  amount  of  926/.  is 
paid  on  a collection  of  17,600/. ; do  you  know  whether  there  is  a separate  esta- 
blishment at  Newcastle  ? — The  collector  employs  one  or  more  clerks. 

822.  Do  you  know  where  it  is  situated  ? — In  the  Custom-house. 

823.  Do  you  know  how  many  clerks  ? — I have  understood  three. 

824.  The  same  as  at  Liverpool  ? — Yes. 

825.  Are  the  Committee  to  understand  that  no  alteration  or  reduction  of  that 
per-centage  will  be  made  until  a vacancy  takes  placer — I think  that  no  reduc- 
tion will  be  made ; I have  no  reason  to  anticipate  any  reduction  will  be  made 
except  in  tlie  occurrence  of  a vacancy.  A vacancy  has  just  occurred  at  New- 
castle : that  commission  will  be  considered,  and  I have  no  doubt,  reduced. 

826.  How  often  do  the  collectors  render  their  accounts  to  you  and  make 
remittances? — We  know  nothing  of  the  transaction  of  business  between  the 
collectors  and  their  sub -collectors  at  the  creeks  ; we  recognize  only  the  principal 
collectors. 

827.  How  often  does  he  make  a return  ? — The  collector  at  Newcastle  remits 
continually;  weekly;  or  whenever  he  has  received  500/.  he  sends  it  up,  and 
settles  the  balance  at  the  end  of  the  quarter. 

828.  You  have  given  an  account,  in  Paper  No.  6,  page  4,  which  purports  to 
be  a return  of  the  amount  paid  by  the  corporation  of  Trinity  House  of  Deptford 
Strond  for  the  purchase  of- lighthouses  under  the  6th  & 7th  Will.  4,  c.  79,  by 
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which  it  appears  that  1,200,24-6/,  10s.  4>d.  was  paid  by  you,  as  explained  in  the- 
Appendix,  for  the  purchase  of  11  lights?— Yes.  _ 

829.  Look  at  column  2,  where  the  net  revenue  is  put  down  as  received, 

460,321/.  18  j.  31  d. ; is  that  the  amount  you  have  received  after  deducting  the 
amount  of  commission  ? — It  is.  . . 

830.  Then,  in  the  next  column,  there  is  106,029/-  125.  1 4 a.  charge  01  main- 
tenance ; is  that  for  the  ordinary  expense  of  wages  of  keepers,  oil,  stores,  and  all 
the  others,  as  stated  under  your  separate  account  for  the  last  year  (9  or  10 
heads)  ; does  that  include  the  whole  ? — Including  extraordinary  repairs. 

831.  Then  these  lights  included  extraordinary  repairs  for  which  you  have 
received  460,000  /. ; was  stated  to  be  maintained  at  106,000/.  '/—Yes. 

832.  Leaving  a surplusage  of  374,135  /.  18  5.  OA  d.  ? Not  quite  so  much. 

833.  Payment  and  compensation  for  loss  ? — No ; there  was  some  defi- 
ciency. 

834.  Is  it  the  surplus  from  these  lights  ?— The  surplus,  after  deducting  the 
deficiencies  and  the  other  charges  stated  in  the  account,  was  175,556/.  IS5.  6d. 

835.  The  surplus  of  the  light  dues  from  these  lights?— Yes,  after  those 
deductions. 

836.  Is  not  the  whole  of  that  large  amount  a charge  upon  the  mercantile 
navy  of  this  country,  in  consequence  of  those  lights  having  been  let  out,  or 
given  by  patent  to  other  parties  ? — It  is  so  as  regards  those  which  were  so 
possessed  ; but  there  are  others  forming  a part  of  them  which  were  under  Acts 
of  Pai’liament. 

S3 7.  With  the  exception  of  the  three  last,  the  Spurn,  Tinmouth,  and 
Skerries  ? — Yes,  with  the  exception  of  those  you  have  stated,  it  is  so. 

838.  Then  by  Act  of  Parliament,  the  commercial  navy  lias  been  charged 
to  the  amount  of  this  34-7,1 35  /.  18  s.  0 J d.,  under  Act  of  Parliament*  with  a 
net  surplus  of  175,556/.  ?— Yes. 

839.  All  that  has  become  chargeable  upon  the  commercial  navy  in  con- 
sequence of  the  system  which  has  hitherto  existed?— It  has  become  a charge 
consequent  upon  the  authorities  which  were  granted  for  the  receipt  of  those 
tolls. 

840.  And  if  those  lights  had  been  in  the  possession  of  the  Trinity  House,  as 
the  other  public  lights  were,  the  whole  of  that  would  have  been  saved  ? — 1 am 
not  prepared  to  state  that. 

841.  Would  not  the  Trinity  House  have  maintained  them  at  that  expense  ? — 

I do  not  myself  think  that  it  is  practicable  to  make  any  arrangement  by  which 
the  amount  of  charge  can  be  previously  ascertained ; the  amount  of  expense 
must  necessarily  fluctuate,  and  I do  not  understand  at  all  how  the  rate  of  toll 
can  ever  be  so  framed  as  to  meet  from  time  to  time  precisely  the  amount  of 
charges  which  are  to  be  incurred. 

842.  But  taking  the  average  charge  for  management  during  the  year  for 
which  this  account  is  given,  would  not  all  that  money  have  been  saved  if  they 
had  been  under  the  management  of  the  Trinity  House  ? — Provided  the  Trinity 
House  had  reduced  the  dues. 

843.  Then  not  being  reduced,  that  extra  charge  has  been  thrown  on  the 
community? — Not  being  reduced,  the  charge  has  continued,  and  the  ships  have 
had  the  same  payment  to  make,  which  they  would  have  had  if  the  property  had 
continued  in  the  hands  of  the  proprietors. 

844.  If  these  had  not  been  purchased  by  the  Trinity  House  under  the  Act 
for  1,200,000  /.,  the  private  individuals  to  whom  they  belonged,  whatever  their 
tenure  might  be,  would  have  had  a profit  to  the  amount  of  374,135  /.  18  5.  Oi  d. 
at  their  disposal? — They  would. 

84.5.  Although  the  amount  of  1,200,000/.  has  been  paid  by  the  Trinity 
Board  for  the  purchase  of  these  lights,  yet,  after  deducting  the  charge  of  main- 
tenance, additional  repairs,  interest  of  money,  compensation,  and  all  other 
charges  attendant  on  these  lights,  what  has  been  the  result  of  the  profit  to 
the  public  or  the  Board?— Up  to  the  31st  December  1S4-3, 169,962/.  13  5.  5 <7., 
as  stated  in  the  minute  of  the  deputy-master  of  the  4-th  of  March  184-5. 

846.  In  what  manner  has  that  surplus  of  169,962 /.  been  applied  ? —To  the 
reduction  of  the  debt  incurred  in  effecting  the  purchase. 

847.  And  what  is  the  amount  remaining  ? — The  debt  remaining  upon  the 
said  31st  December  1843  was  1,024,690  i.  2 s.  9 id. 

84S.  Since 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


SELECT  COMMITTEE  ON  LIGHTHOUSES. 


53 


84S.  Since  that  account  was  closed,  have  the  several  surpluses  in  the  years 
1844  and  1845  been  applied  to  the  same  purpose? — They  have. 

S49.  Have  you  kept  that  account  of  the  purchased  lights  separate  and  dis- 
tinct from  the  public  lights  which  were  in  your  possession'  before  ? — Quite  so. 

850.  Although  you  have  had  this  surplus  as  now  stated,  you  have  not  con- 
sidered yourselves  at  liberty  to  apply  any  portion  of  that  towards  the  charitable 
purposes  of  the  institution  ? — We  have  not. 

851.  But  have  confined  yourselves  to  the  sum  arising  from  the  surplus  of  the 
lights  and  buoys,  as  applied  previously  ?— That  has  been  the  case. 

852.  You  were  asked  how  the  losses  in  the  ballast  department,  in  the  years 
1839  and  1842,  arose  ; are  you  able  now  to  state  that? — The  deficiency  in  the 
year  1839  was  occasioned  by  the  building  of  six  new  ballast  lighters,  at  a cost  of 
4,200/.,  and  of  a new  steam  dredging  vessel,  at  a cost  of8,6SO/.,  making  a total 
of  12,830/.  extraordinary,  beyond  ordinary  charges.  In  the  year  1842  the 
deficiency  was  occasioned  by  the  building  of  eight  new  lighters,  at  a cost  of 
5,600/.,  and  by  money  expended  for  new  premises  at  Ratcliff"  Cross,  amounting 
to  1,032/.;  by  new  ladders  for  each  of  the  steam  dredgers,  at  a cost  of  279/., 
and  for  other  extra  work  to  the  dredgers  at  600  /.,  making  a total  of  extraordi- 
nary charge  of  7>511/.  in  that  year. 

853.  In  all  the  other  years  there  was  a surplus? — In  all  the  other  years 
there  was  a surplus. 

854.  You  were  also  asked  what  amount  of  ballast  was  supplied  in  1843,  and 
also  the  charges  for  the  different  kinds  of  ballast ; are  you  now  able  to  state 
it  ? — I am  prepared  to  make  that  statement ; the  total  number  of  tons  supplied 
was  511,212,  of  which  6,043  tons  were  for  ballast  termed  screened;  the 
rate  of  charge  being  upon  ballast  supplied  to  vessels  in  the  coasting  trade  1 s. 
per  ton ; for  vessels  trading  foreign  Is.  3 d.  per  ton ; an  extra  charge  thereon  of 
4 d.  per  ton  for  ballast  delivered  to  vessels  in  any  of  the  docks,  and  double  the 
charges  upon  screened  ballast,  exclusive  of  extra  charge  in  the  docks. 

[The  Witness  handed  in  the  documents  referred  to.'] 


Lunce,  28°  die  Aprilis , 1845. 


MEMBERS  PRESENT. 


Mr.  Chapman. 
Sir  George  Clerk. 
Mr.  Duncan. 

Mr.  Grogan. 


Mr.  Hume. 

Mr.  Mitcalfe. 
Lord  Palmerston. 
Mr.  Somes. 


JOSEPH  HUME,  Esq.  in  the  Chair. 


John  Mitchell,  Esq.  called  in  ; and  Examined. 

855.  ARE  you  a Merchant  and  Shipowner,  residing  at  Leith  ? — Yes. 

856.  Were  you  present  at  a meeting  held  to  petition  the  House  of  Commons 
respecting  the  lighthouse  dues  ? — Yes. 

857.  Have  you  signed  that  petition  ? — l have  signed  it  in  the  capacity  of 
representing  the  mercantile  house  of  John  Mitchell  & Co. 

858.  By  a letter  from  Provost  Reoch,  of  Leith,  I am  informed,  as  Chairman, 
that  you  have  been  deputed  to  represent  the  feelings  and  wishes  of  the  ship- 
owners in  that  port? — Yes. 

859.  Are  you  prepared  now  to  do  so  ? — Yes ; I will  do  it  as  well  as  I can. 

860.  Have  you  had  any  communication  with  the  petitioners  of  the  Edinburgh 
and  Dundee  Steam  Packet  Company  ? — Not  collectively,  but  individually  I 
have  often  had  conversation  with  them  upon  the  subject. 

861.  Are  you  acquainted  with  what  they  call  their  grievance? — I am  quite 
acquainted  with  it. 

862.  Will  you  state  in  what  way  the  tolls  levied  for  lighthouse  dues  press 
heavily  on  the  shipping  of  the  country  ? — They  are  extremely  heavy  upon  the 

°-3b'.  G 3 shipping 


Jacob  Herbert,  Esq. 
24  April  1845. 


Vide  Appendix, 
-Xo.  5 (N). 


John  Mitchell,  Esq. 
28  April  1845. 
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-John  Mitchell,  Esq.  shipping  of  the  country  as  compared  with  other  countries  where  they  are  not 

at  all  exacted ; and  in  particular  the  rates  have  not  been  reduced  in  proportion 

28 April  1845.  £0  the  actual  expense,  which  ought  only  to  be  expended  upon  the  lighthouses; 

that  the  shipping  has  been  made  to  pay  for  the  expense  of  the  Trinity  House, 
and  for  almshouses,  and  for  alms  seamen,  not  resident  in  Scotland,  but  princi- 
pally resident  in  England,  and  partly  resident  in  Ireland. 

S63.  Do  you  allude  to  the  money  that  is  paid  by  the  Trinity  House  for  out- 
door pensioners  and  for  almshouses  in  London,  which  appears  by  the  return 
that  has  been  made,  to  be  about  30,000/.;  is  that  what  you  allude  top— Yes. 

864.  Do  you  complain  of  that  charge  because  there  is  no  similar  one  allowed 
in  Scotland  ? — We  object,  especially,  to  the  expenditure  of  any  part  of  the 
money  paid  by  the  shipowners  to  almshouses  established  in  this  city,  and 
thereby  benefiting  the  brethren  of  the  Trinity  House,  whom  we  do  not  know: 
they  may  be  decayed  masters,  but  they  are  not  decayed  masters  from  Scotland 
or  Ireland. 

865.  Mr.  Chapman.]  How  do  you  know  they  are  not  from  Scotland?—! 
do  not  know  a single  one ; I never  knew  a single  decayed  shipmaster  from 
Scotland  getting  such  aims. 

866.  Chaxrman7\  Are  you  aware  that  out-pensioners  to  a very  considerable 
number  are  paid  in  Scotland? — I am  aware  there  are  a very  considerable  num- 
ber of  seamen  paid  in  Scotland;  but  in  consequence  of  a speech  I made  at  a 
public  meeting  in  Leith,  which  statement  was,  that  four  times  the  proportion  of 
the  paupers  resident  in  England  received  payment  as  compared  with  the  ton- 
nage and  number  of  seamen  belonging  to  Scotland ; in  consequence  of  such 
a statement  being  called  in  question  by  the  Shipping  Gazette,  I made  a cal- 
culation, a careful  examination,  and  proved,  and  it  never  was  contradicted, 
that  pro  rata  there  was  four  times  more  expended  in  England  than  was 
expended  in  Scotland  in  proportion  to  the  tonnage  and  seamen. 

867.  Tn  proportion  to  the  tonnage  on  which  duty  is  paid  in  England? — And 
in  proportion  to  the  general  tonnage  paid  in  Scotland. 

86S.  In  proportion  to  the  contribution  levied  on  Scotch  vessels  passing 
English  lights  ? — All  our  ships  pass  the  English  lights  ; no  distinction  can  be 
■drawn  in  that  respect. 

869.  How  do  you  mean  ? — Our  shipping  go  to  every  quarter  of  the  world, 
wherever  they  can  get  freight. 

870.  Have  you  got  the  calculation  you  made  with  you? — I can  get  it  to-day; 
it  was  published  in  the  Shipping  Gazette,  and  not  contradicted. 

871.  Will  you  put  in  that  statement? — Yes. 

872.  You  say  you  consider  the  cost  more  than  is  required;  how  do  you 
judge  it  is  more  than  is  required? — I have  examined  several  of  the  Reports  of 
the  Committee  of  the  House,  from  which  we  only  could  get  the  necessary 
information,  and  I am  quite  satisfied,  with  cheapness  of  management,  particu- 
larl}’-  as  compared  with  the  economical  management  of  the  Northern  Light 
Commissioners,  that  the  lights  of  England  could  be  maintained  at  about  one- 
fifth  of  the  expense  now  exacted. 

873.  You  mean  the  gross  amount  of  the  light  dues? — Yes;  four-fifths  is 
charged  beyond  what  ought  to  be  exacted  for  the  maintenance  of  the  lights. 

874.  From  what  data  do  you  take  that  calculation? — I have  made  a com- 
parison between  the  expenditure  upon  the  northern  lights  and  the  expenditure 
upon  the  southern  lights. 

875.  Do  you  consider  that  the  southern  lighthouses  are  kept  at  a greater 
expense  than  the  northern  lighthouses? — Yes,  at  a far  greater  expense ; our 
Commissioners  have  no  payment  whatever  for  their  labour,  and  they  act  most 
efficiently  with  a very  intelligent  engineer. 

876.  Do  you  allude  to  the  expense  of  the  management  alone,  or  do  you  allude 
to  the  amount  paid  for  the  support  of  each  individual  lighthouse  ? — I allude  td 
both  the  expense  of  management,  and  also  to  the  expense  upon  the  light- 
houses. 

877.  Have  you  taken  two  lighthouses  in  England  and  Scotland,  and  compared 
them  so  as  to  judge  of  the  comparative  expense? — I have  not  done  so;  I have 
taken  them  collectively. 

878.  Collectively,  had  you  the  opportunity  of  ascertaining  the  number  of 
burners,  and  the  size  of  the  different  lighthouses,  to  see  whether  the  same 
number  of  burners  cost  the  same  charge  in  either  country  ? — I have  not  gone 
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so  minutely  into  the  calculation;  but  I have  generally  heard  the  opinion  of  John  Mitchell,  Esq. 

nautical  men,  and  the  sentiments  they  have  expressed  as  to  the  expense  of  the  

lights  maintained  by  the  Northern  Commissioners.  28  April  1845. 

S79.  Have  you  any  further  observations  to  make  respecting  the  manner  in 
which  they  press  upon  the  marine? — We  find  it  extremely  hard  that  ships  that 
go  short  voyages,  which  pass  English  lighthouses,  should  pay  the  same  amount 
for  short  voyages  as  vessels  going  to  Australia  and  the  East  Indies  ; merely 
showing  that  altogether  the  system  is  vicious,  for  it  is  extremely  difficult 
to  make  a pro  raid  charge.  I make  this  remark  merely  to  bring  before  the 
Committee  the  injustice  of  the  charge.  Take,  for  instance,  a vessel  going  to 
Australia;  she  pays  only  once,  and  she  is  12  months  away,  or  nearly  so;  and  a 
vessel  making  three,  or  four,  or  five  voyages,  pays  four  or  five  times  upon  the 
value  of  the  ship  ; it  is  a tax  upon  the  ship  ; she  does  not  make  more  freight  in 
four  or  five  voyages ; it  is  a tax  upon  the  ship  in  whichever  way  it  may  be 
viewed;  a vessel  going  to  Australia  makes  a large  freight,  and  a vessel  making 
four  or  five  voyages  makes  no  larger  freight,  which  is  a serious  thing. 

880.  Is  not  the  freight  on  each  vessel  separately  calculated  ? — Clearly. 

881.  Do  you  mean  to  say  that  the  freight  in  small  voyages  should  be  as 
large  as  freight  in  long  voyages  ? — Four  voyages  are  made  during  the  time  the 
ship  to  Australia  is  making  one  voyage,  and  the  freight  may  not  be  more. 

882.  May  not  the  produce  of  these  four  voyages,  though  short,  be  four  times 
as  much,  if  the  produce  is  taken  in  proportion  to  the  tonnage? — No;  quite 
the  contrary ; if  a vessel  makes  a long  voyage,  occupying  12  months,  the 
freight  must  be  more  to  return  a profit  to  the  shipowner. 

883.  in  what  way  do  you  consider  it  unjust ; because,  if  a vessel  is  to  pay  ac- 
cording to  her  freight  and  tonnage,  does  it  matter  whether  that  charge  is  once, 
twice,  or  oftener,  provided  she  makes  a profit? — Suppose  a vessel  makes  2,000/. 
to  Australia,  and  a vessel  makes  four  voyages,  making  the  same  amount  of 
2,000  /. ; in  one  case  she  pays  a small  per-centage  for  lights,  in  the  other  case 
she  pays  four  times  that  per-centage. 

884.  Mr.  Grogan.']  You  use  the  lights ; do  you  object  paying  what  you  get 
value  for? — The  lights  are  used  by  all  ships  that  pass  ; 1 am  only  saying  that 
vessels  earning  a smaller  sum  pay  the  same  amount  as  vessels  earning  a larger 
sum. 

885.  Chairman.]  If  you  think  the  principle  of  the  present  plan  is  unjust, 
what  would  you  consider  to  be  more  just? — 1 would  consider  it  more  just  that 
Government  should  take  the  management  of  the  lights  entirely  into  their  own 
hands,  and  relieve  the  shipping  interest  of  every  farthing  of  it. 

886.  But  supposing  the  present  system  to  continue,  what  alterations  would 
you  recommend  to  be  more  just  to  the  shipowners  than  what  you  consider  the 
present  to  be  ? — In  answer  to  that  question,  I would  mention  the  system  of 
exacting  dock  dues  from  shipping  at  the  various  large  sea-port  towns  ; if  a ship 
comes  from  India,  she  pays  higher  rates  at  Leith  than  if  she  came  from  the 
Baltic ; having  the  same  advantage  she  pays  a larger  rate  of  dock  dues. 

887.  Do  you  mean  to  say  the  light  dues  ought  to  be  charged  more  on  vessels 
beyond  seas  ; vessels  trading  to  foreign  and  distant  countries  than  for  the  coast- 
ing trade? — I say  vessels  going  long  voyages  ought  to  pay  more,  because  they 
earn  more  than  vessels  going  short  voyages. 

888.  Ought  not  vessels  to  pay  according  to  the  number  of  lights  they  use? — 

They  certainly  ought  to  pay  when  they  use  them  ; but  they  might  be  subjected 
to  a lesser  rate. 

889.  Mr.  Chapman.]  Should  they  not  pay  every  time  they  use  the  docks? — 

We  charge  dock  dues,  but  only  a third  of  the  rate  of  a vessel  coming  from  the 
Baltic  to  what  a vessel  would  pay  coming  from  India. 

890.  Sir  G.  Clerk.]  Upon  what  principle? — Because  they  earn  a smaller 
freight. 

891.  Mr.  Chapman.]  Are  you  aware  that  the  converse  of  that  is  adopted  in 
the  port  of  London  ? — That  is  more  to  the  advantage  of  the  shipowners. 

892.  Do  they  do  the  same  thing  in  Scotland  ? — Not  in  our  port. 

893.  Sir  G.  Clerk.]  What  is  the  proportion  of  the  trade  of  Leith  which 
comes  from  the  Baltic  as  compared  with  that  which  comes  from  India  ? — I can- 
not say  the  exact  number  of  tons. 

894.  Take  the  proportion  ; is  there  one  tenth  comes  from  India?— I cannot 
say  one  tenth  ; I do  not  know  the  exact  number  of  tonnage. 

0-36.  g 4 895.  Are 
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John  Mitchel! , Esq.  895.  Are  low  rates  charged  upon  that  which  forms  the  bulk  of  the  tonnage 

of  the  port  ? — Yes,  alow  rate  is  charged  upon  those  vessels. 

28  April  1845.  896.  That  constitutes  the  great  bulk  of  the  shipping  of  Leith  ? — Yes. 

897.  Mr.  Grogan.]  Are  vessels  going  short  voyages  built  at  the  same  ex- 
pense, and  are  the  fittings  of  the  same  size  and  the  same  dimensions  as  those 
going  to  Australia  and  the  Indies? — No,  they  are  not  so  expensively  fitted,  and 
are  not  furnished  with  so  much  provisions  ; they  are  not  so  well  fitted  out  in 
other  ways. 

Sg8.  In  other  words,  the  capital  embarked  in  ships  going  to  Australia,  makes 
a return  once  in  a year,  and  the  capital  embarked  in  smaller  ships  going  shorter 
voyages,  may  be  returned  three  or  four  times  in  a year  ? — They  get  freight  three 
or  four  times  ; they  take  smaller  freight  in  consequence  of  the  shortness  of  the 
voyages. 

899.  Sir  G.  Clerk.]  The  difference  of  the  rate  of  charge  now  made  upon 
vessels  you  refer  to,  applies  to  dock  charges  chargeable  at  Leith ; not  to  the  light 
dues  ? — Entirely  to  dock  dues. 

900.  The  light  dues  are  equal? — Yes. 

901.  You  would  recommend  that  light  dues  should  be  charged  upon  the 
same  principle  which  you  charge  the  dock  dues,  making  a difference  in  favour 
of  short  voyages  ? — Clearly. 

902.  Mr.  Grogan.]  Did  it  occur  to  you  to  charge  only  for  the  lights  that 
were  passed  t — Our  Commissioners  profess,  and  the  trustees  of  the  Trinity 
House  profess  to  do  it  still,  only  to  charge  for  lights  those  vessels  which  pass. 

903.  Chairman .]  The  petition  states,  that  “ the  exaction  of  such  heavy  and 
grievous  rates,  and  the  appropriation  of  the  surplus  to  purposes  different  from 
what  was  intended,  are  not  only  illegal,  but  unjust  in  what  way  are  they 
illegal  - — I,  on  this  point,  refer  to  the  opinions  of  the  highest  authorities  in  the 
realm  at  various  times ; and  I may  mention  in  the  first  place  it  has  been 
doubted  whether  light  dues  could  be  exacted  at  all  in  certain  cases ; all  agreed 
in  one  point,  that  it  w’as  illegal  to  exact  more  light  dues  than  what  were  abso- 
lutely necessary  to  support  the  lights. 

904.  Sir  G.  Clerk. ] Who  gave  that  opinion  ? — Sir  Thomas  Booth  and  Sir 
John  Strange,  the  law  officers  of  the  Crown  in  1737. 

905.  Chairman.]  Did  you  get  that  from  the  Appendix  to  the  Report  in  183'ir 
* ^ es-  Sir  Fletcher  Norton  in  1766 ; Sir  John  Copley,  the  present  Lord  Lynd- 
hurst,  and  Sir  Charles  Wetherell,  in  1825,  are  all  of  one  opinion,  that  the  tolls 
ought  to  be  “ reasonable.” 

906.  Mr.  Chapman .]  Do  you  take  those  opinions  you  have  now  given  from 
the  extracts  in  the  Appendix  to  the  Report  of  1834  ?— Yes. 

907.  And  is  that  an  opinion  entertained  generally,  that  no  more  than  the 
actual  amount  for  the  maintenance  of  lights  should  be  received  ? — That  is 
generally  felt  by  all  the  shipowners  of  Great  Britain,  as  far  as  I have  conversed 
with  them. 


90S.  It  is  to  the  application  of  the  surplus  in  charities  and  other  purposes 
that  the  allusion  is  made  in  the  petition  as  unjust? — Quite  so. 

9°9-  Have  you  seen  any  other  authorities  besides  those  stated  in  the  Appeu- 
dix  to  which  you  allude  ? — No,  I understand  that  the  opinions  of  other 
lawyers  have  been  given  upon  the  subject,  and  considered  to  agree  with  the 
opinions  which  I have  now  cited. 

910.  Do  you  mean  that  you  would  confine  the  amount  levied  to  the  actual 
expenditure  for  maintaining  the  lights  ?— Entirely. 

911.  Subject  to  the  charge  of  management? — Quite  so. 

.9.1®*  Slly  y°u  object  here  to  self-elected  bodies;  to  individuals  who  are 
sett-elected;  to  whom  do  you  allude  principally? — In  ancient  times,  when 
Jingiana  was  a kingdom  by  itself,  and  not  united  with  Scotland  and  Ireland,  I 
nave  not  the  slightest  doubt  that,  for  the  management  of  the  sea-coast  of 
Jingland,  the  Trinity  House  gentlemen  were  quite  efficient  and  useful;  but 
since  they  embrace  the  entire  kingdom,  the  gentlemen  must  now  admit  it  is 
^yondtheu-  power  to  do  these  things.  Even  Sir  Robert  Peel  and  the  Duke 
or  Wellington  with  them,  are  not  competent  to  manage  properly  the  whole  of 
t ie  lights  of  the  three  kingdoms,  added  to  the  numerous  other  duties ; and 
ie  shipowners,  the  parties  who  are  taxed,  ought  to  have  a voice  in  the  manage- 
ment of  their  funds:  if  they  pay  money  to  support  the  lights,  it  is  but  just,  in 
accordance  with  the  principle  of  the  law  of  Great  Britain,  that  every  man 

who 
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who  is  taxed  ought  to  have  a voice  in  the  actual  management  of  the  money 
that  is  exacted.  It  is  but  fair  that  the  shipowners  of  Great  Britain  ought  now 
to  have  a voice  in  the  election  of  the  managers  of  the  fund. 

913.  The  Committee  understand  you  to  mean  that,  in  the  election  of  mem- 
bers of  the  Trinity  Board  in  London,  the  Board  in  Edinburgh,  and  the  Board 
at  Dublin,  that  the  merchant  shipowners  have  no  voice  in  the  election,  which 
you  consider  unjust  and  unfair? — Exactly. 

914.  Would  you  propose,  then,  an  alteration  to  make  the  Board  elective  by 
those  who  pay  rates,  if  the  present  system  is  to  continue  ? — If  the  lights  are  to 
be  still  exacted,  I certainly  consider  it  fair  that  the  shipowners  have  a right  to 
insist  upon  the  Board  or  Boards  being  chosen  partly  by  them  and  by  Govern- 
ment ; ultimately,  perhaps,  it  may  be  to  their  interest  to  relieve  the  ship- 
owners of  the  tax  ; but  if  the  present  system  of  exaction  is  to  continue,  I say 
that  the  shipowners  should  have  a voice  in  the  election,  and  that  there  mio-ht 
be  a board  constituted  of  six ; that  the  shipowners  should  have  the  election  of 
three,  and  the  Government  of  the  other  three  ; and  I would  propose  that  these 
other  three  should  be  scientific  men. 

915.  Government  pay  no  portion  of  the  light  dues  now;  Government  has 
not  anything  to  do  with  them  ? — I am  only  contemplating  the  advantages  of  an 
independent  body  such  as  a government  not  at  all  connected  with  the  Trinity 
House  ; I would  say  that  the  Government,  for  the  advantage  of  the  nation, 
should  put  in  three  scientific  men ; and,  along  with  those,  three  men  should  be 
appointed  by  the  shipowners. 

916.  You  think  the  present  system  ought  to  be  abolished,  and  the  manage- 
ment taken  into  the  hands  of  the  Government  ?— Yes. 

917.  Do  you  mean  the  management  of  all  the  lights  of  the  three  kingdoms? 
— Yes,  all  the  lights  upon  the  coast  of  the  three  kingdoms  certainly  ought  to 
be  taken  into  the  hands  of  the  Government  if  they  mean  to  manage  them  pro- 
perly ; the  present  system  has  continued  too  long  ; but  I think  it  will  be  satisfac- 
tory, and  only  just  to  the  country,  that  if  dues  are  to  be  continued  the  ship- 
owners should  have  a voice  in  the  management  of  their  own  funds.  I think  it 
is  a fair  and  reasonable  thing  to  propose  that  three  individual  trustees  or  direc- 
tors should  be  appointed  by  the  shipowners,  and  reasonable  and  fair  that  the 
other  three  to  be  appointed  by  Government  should  be  scientific  men. 

91 8.  Do  you  consider  scientific  men  are  necessary  ? — I consider  scientific 
men  highly  necessary;  indeed  I consider  the  improvement  and  economy  in  the 
management  and  the  whole  of  the  alterations  that  have  taken  place  have  arisen 
from  those  most  excellent  Committees  of  inquiry  instituted  by  the  House  of 
Commons,  and  we  should  not  have  had  so  much  improvement  or  so  much 
economy  in  the  management  of  the  afiairs  even  of  the  Trinity  House  had  not 
these  Committees  of  the  House  of  Commons  been  instituted. 

919.  Besides  the  three  scientific  men  to  be  appointed  by  Government,  what 
other  class  of  people  do  you  think  would  be  most  competent  to  assist  in  the 
management? — I should  say  that  three  shipowners  who  had  been  educated  at 
sea  would  be  very  useful  adjuncts  to  those  three  scientific  men. 

920.  Is  it  that  petition  which  leads  you  to  say  that  there  would  be  better 
regulations  and  greater  economy  if  that  change  were  made? — Exactly. 

921.  Is  that  the  change  you  would  propose  ? — The  proposition  I now  make 
is  my  own.  I am  merely  speaking  of  my  own  opinion  as  to  a system  of  manage- 
ment. 

922.  They  complain  of  self-election  by  the  different  Boards  ?— Yes,  they  feel 
it  a grievance. 

923.  Out  of  that  complaint  you  would  propose  that  remedy? — Yes. 

924.  You  said  something  as  to  representing  the  shipping  interest;  do  you 
mean  to  represent  the  shipping  interest  as  a Board  ? — I would  propose  such  a 
Board  sitting  in  London,  another  in  Dublin,  aud  another  in  Edinburgh. 

925.  Mr.  Chapman .]  Have  you  proposed  this  notion  of  yours  to  the  Govern- 
ment; have  you  had  any  communication  with  them? — No,  it  is  merely  my  own 
speculation.  I have  had  a conversation  with  some  parties  who  have  concurred 
w the  opinion  that  I have  upon  the  subject. 

926.  You  have  stated  that  your  great  objection  to  the  payment  of  heavy 
light  dues  on  the  English  coast  is  on  Scotch  vessels  ; does  not  the  trade 
from  Dundee  and  from  Leith  arise  principally  in  communication  with  the  Baltic 
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John  Mitchell,  Esq.  and  back ; is  not  the  great  trade  from  Leith  and  Dundee  to  the  Baltic  and 
back  ? — It  forms  a considerable  portion  of  that  trade. 

c8  April  1845.  p27-  can  you  tell  what  light  dues  payable  to  the  English  lights  are  paid  by 

the  trade  that  you  have  just  described? — We  pay  no  south  light  dues  at  all  to 
the  Baltic. 

928.  The  great  trade  of  the  port  of  Dundee  is  to  the  Baltic  and  back? — Yes. 

929.  And  to  Leith  also ; that  is  the  principal  trade  ? — A considerable  part  of  it. 

930.  You  do  not  complain  that  it  is  heavier  from  the  port  of  Leith  or  Dundee 
than  for  other  ships  that  trade  to  the  Baltic  ?— No;  it  is  not  heavier. 

931.  The  proportion  of  what  is  given  away  in  charity  you  think  is  much  too 
large  in  England ; how  do  you  reconcile  that  with  the  declaration  you  have 
made ; you  pay  nothing  for  this  great  proportion  of  trade  in  contributing  to 
those  lights? — I do  not  consider  that  question  at  all  applicable.  I am  consi- 
dering it  generally  as  a nation.  I am  not  speaking  <5f  ships  to  the  Baltic  or  of 
any  other  ships,  but  altogether  as  a nation,  and  I maintain  (if  I must  go  into 
detail)  that  the  allowance  of  1 \ d.  a day,  which  is  the  usual  rate  that  the 
Trinity  House  allow  their  out-door  pensioners,  which  is  at  the  rate  of  3 s.  per 
month,  is  absolutely  nothing ; it  is  too  much  spread  abroad,  and  is  of  little  or 
no  benefit  whatever  to  the  poor  men.  What  is  lje?.  ? It  is  of  no  use  ; and 
I have  known  instances  where  the  allowance  from  the  Trinity  House  has  been 
a bar  to  any  allowance  being  given  to  paupers  from  the  parish. 

932.  Is  it  considered  of  so  little  benefit  that  they  do  not  petition  for  it? — 
That  is  another  amusing  thing.  I noticed  a statement  made  by  the  Trinity 
House  that  a great  many  applicants  to  be  put  upon  the  roll  had  not  been 
admitted,  on  account  of  the  vast  number  of  applicants,  and,  at  the  same  time, 
on  turning  over  the  reports  I find  1,070  l.  18  s.  3 d.  expended  upon  one  dinner 
upon  Trinity  Monday,  which  would  allow  payment  for  .549  poor  seamen  for  12 
months,  at  the  usual  allowance  of  3 s.  per  month. 

933.  Chairman.']  State  what  you  consider  to  be  a necessary  expenditure  out 
of  the  light  money  ? — That  we  people  of  Scotland,  whether  we  send  a small 
number  of  ships  along  the  coast  of  England  or  a large  number,  have  a due 
proportion,  of  the  actual  expense  to  pay. 

934.  Mr.  Chapma?i.]  Surely  you  must  allow  that  those  gentlemen  who  pay  the 
largest  proportion,  have  the  greatest  reason  to  complain? — I hope  they  will,  if 
they  are  not  afraid  of  the  Trinity  House. 

935.  Chairman.]  You  have  spoken  of  the  Trinity  House  English  dues  ; have 
you  any  observation  to  make  with  regard  to  the  Irish  dues? — We  have  found,  in 
one  particular  case,  that  the  lights  are  rather  erroneously  charged,  and  we  want 
to  get  quit  of  them,  if  possible : for  instance,  ships  from  any  part  of  the  north 
of  Europe  to  any  part  south  of  Cape  Finisterre,  going  north-about  through  the 
Pentland  Frith,  are  charged  3 Id.  per  ton  for  lights  to  the  west  of  the  coast  of 
Ireland,  while  these  ships  can  rarely,  if  ever,  benefit  by  them  ; vessels  going  to 
the  East  Indies  or  America  are  exempt,  although  they  are  as  likely  to  be  bene- 
fited. We  are  subject  to  that  charge  when  we  send  vessels  on  a voyage  through 
the  Pentland  Frith,  or  north-about. 

936. ^  Mr.  Grogan.]  What  lights  are  you  alluding  to? — On  the  west  coast  of 
Ireland. 

937-  Chairman .]  Do  you  pay  for  their  going  round  that  way? — If  we  go 
through  the  Pentland  Frith  to  any  part  south  of  Cape  Finisterre,  we  pay, 
although  we  have  not  much  chance  of  seeing  them. 

938.  Mr.  Grogan.]  Do  you  not,  in  point  of  fact,  use  them  in  bad  weather, 
when  you  might  inevitably,  but  for  them,  be  thrown  on  a lee-shore? — A vessel 
might  be  driven  out  of  her  course,  and  in  the  same  way,  a vessel  in  the  Baltic 
trade  might  be  driven  along  the  coast  of  England. 

939.  Chairman.]  Have  you  any  other  observation  to  make  with  regard  to  the 
Irish  lights? — Nothing  else  occurs  to  me. 

940.  Have  you  anything  to  complain  of  with  regard  to  their  management  ? 
— I know  nothing  about  the  management  of  those  lights. 

941.  Mr.  Chapman .]  You  have  no  complaint  to  make  against  any  light, 
either  in  England,  Scotland,  or  Ireland?— No ; but  I would  merely  remark 
that  I object  to  Mr.  Bush  being  interfered  with  by  the  London  Trinity  Board 
in  erecting  an  efficient  light  on  the  Goodwin  Sands,  after  bein«-  led  to  believe 
that  the  Trinity  House  would  sanction  it. 

942.  Mr.  Mitcalfe.]  Have  you  any  paper  showing  what  you  pay  for  lights; 
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whether  the  collector  at  Leith  gives  you  a satisfactory  receipt,  stating  all  the 
particulars  of  it? — I beg  to  state  that  the  Commissioners  of  Northern  Lights  arid 
the  Trinity  House  do  not  follow  a wholesome  rule  that  formerly  existed,  of 
putting  upon  their  bills  or  accounts  a statement  of  the  various  lights,  and  ’the 
rate  of  charge  for  passing  each  light ; according  to  the  present  system  a ship- 
master or  his  agent  may  be  robbed  when  he  pays  his  account,  for  the  whole 
amount  is  put  down  in  one  sum,  and  the  captain  or  the  agent  takes  the  account 
away  with  him. 

943.  Has  the  captain  any  means  of  checking  the  account,  to  ascertain 
whether  the  charge  is  made  correctly  or  otherwise? — He  has  no  means,  unless 
he  happens  to  have  on  board  the  voluminous  tables  published  by  the  Trinity 
House  and  by  the  Commissioners  of  the  Northern  Lights,  which  it  is  very  diffi- 
cult to  get  a copy  of;  I know  I found  a difficulty.  I applied  to  the  collector 
of  the  English  light  duties  at  Leith  for  copies  of  the  Trinity  House  tables,  and 
I could  not  get  any. 

944.  That  being  the  case,  the  captain  of  a vessel  has  no  means  of  ascertain- 
ing whether  it  is  correct  or  not  ?— •Altogether  impossible. 

945.  Do  you  know  of  any  instance  where  the  Trinity  House,  or  a collector  of 

it,  has  levied  a larger  sum  than  by  law  they  were  entitled  to  receive  ? — I have 
known  several  instances,  and  after  some  trouble  the  money  has  been  got  back 
again.  ° 

946.  Do  they  let  the  collectors  receive  a certain  per-centage  upon  the  sum 
collected  ?— Yes  ; they  are  paid  now  at  the  rate  of  5 per  cent.,  I believe. 

947-  Do  you  imagine  that  that  is  an  inducement  for  them  to  charge  ship- 
owners more  than  they  are  legally  entitled  to  pay  ?— There  is  an  inducement 
in  a double  way ; getting  an  additional  commission,  and  of  course  getting  a 
larger  sum  of  money.  . 

948.  Are  you  in  a situation  to  prove  that  any  collector  has  done  that? — I am 
only  stating  what  is  done  in  error  ; not  intentionally,  I have  no  doubt.  We 
have  got  back  several  sums  at  the  outports.  We  have  shown  the  accounts,  and 
proved  the  error,  and  the  money  was  returned.  I will  not  say  it  was  fraudu- 
lently exacted  ; perhaps  it  was  done  through  error,  mistake,  or  negligence. 

949.  Can  you  produce  any  evidence  or  document  to  prove  that  a greater 
charge  has  been  levied  by  the  Trinity  House  than  their  collector  is  authorized 
to  receive?—!  have  no  accounts  to  bear  out  the  fact  with  me. 

950.  Chairman 1.]  You  state  that  the  captain  has  no  means  of  knowing  unless 
he  carries  with  him  a voluminous  list  of  the  charges ; are  you  aware  that  at 
every  custom-house  where  the  captain  pays  his  dues  that  he  can  refer  to  a 
table  hung  up  on  purpose?— I am  quite  aware  of  that. 

951.  Then  if  a captain  can  refer,  and  it  is  shown  that  from  one  place  to 
another  a certain  charge  is  put  down,  will  that  not  necessarily  enable  him  to 
avoid  being  overcharged  ? — I should  think  not ; because  in  going  to  a public 
office  where  a vast  number  of  accounts  are  paid  and  collected,  there  is  neither 
room  nor  opportunity,  for  a captain  is  generally  in  a hurry ; or  even  if  an  agent, 
it  is  impossible  for  him  to  run  through  such  large  and  wide-spread  tables.  It 
would  be  far  better  if  the  Trinity  House  would  condescend  to  put  down,  as 
formerly,  upon  the  back  of  the  account  the  different  lights,  the  rate  of  charge 
for  the  light  each  time  of  passing. 

952.  Are  you  aware  that  these  tables  have  been  hung  up  in  every  custom- 
house, and  that  that  was  considered  to  be  the  best  means  of  preventing  any 
•overcharge  in  respect  of  the  lighthouses  ? — I consider  it  not  so  good  as  the 
former  system,  where  the  different  lights  were  stated  distinctly  and  separately 
upon  each  bill,  by  which  a captain  could  sit  down  leisurely,  either  in  a counting- 
house  or  in  his  cabin,  check  the  account,  and  see  whether  it  was  right  or 
wrong. 

.953 ■ In  your  opinion,  the  old  bill  given,  with  all  the  lights,  is  requisite,  not- 
withstanding the  assistance  they  may  have  from  the  tables  in  the  custom-house? 
—•Quite  so. 

954-  Mr.  Mitcalfe.']  Are  the  captains  so  fully  occupied  generally,  when  about 
clearing  out,  that  in  your  opinion  they  have  not  time,  or  at  all  events  reasonable 
time,  to  examine  the  account  ? — I should  say  they  have  not ; they  have  so  many 
things  to  attend  to. 

955-  Chairman .]  Do  you  consider  there  is  much  trouble  in  paying  the  light- 
house dues  at  the  different  ports  ? — Yes ; there  is  a great  deal  of  trouble,  inas- 
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John  Mitchell,  Esq  much  as  there  are  separate  offices  ; you  first  have  to  go  to  one  part  of  the  eus- 
tom-house  and  then  to  another,  and  considerable  delay  occurs  in  consequence. 

28  April  1845.  pjj6.  Are  not  all  light  dues  paid  at  the  custom-house,  except  in  London, 
where  the  light  dues  are  paid  at  the  Trinity  House? — In  our  custom-house  it  is 
iu  a distinct  part  of  the  building  ; it  is  almost  the  same  as  if  you  were  going  into 
another  establishment ; and  the  person  who  is  the  actual  collector  appoints  a 
deputy  at  a small  salary. 

957.  Do  you  mean  to  say  he  appoints  a deputy  to  collect  the  light  dues?— 
To  collect  the  whole  of  the  light  dues. 

958.  What  distance  is  that  office  from  where  the  collector  sits?— -It  is  about 
as  far  as  from  here  to  St  Margaret’s  church. 

959.  You  consider  that  is  attended  with  considerable  inconvenience?— It  is 
very  inconvenient. 

960.  Does  the  collector  himself  collect  the  money  ? — No. 

961.  Does  he  appoint  a deputy?— He  does. 

962.  Do  you  know  the  name  of  the  deputy  collector  at  Leith  : — I know  the 
individual,  but  I do  not  know  his  name ; he  holds  no  office  in  the  custom- 
house at  all ; the  person  who  collects  the  money  holds  no  office  in  the  custom- 
house whatever. 

963.  It  is  not  collected  by  a clerk  of  the  customs  ? — No. 

964.  You  do  not  know  what  he  receives?— I do  not  know  the  payment  he 
gets,  but  I believe  it  is  a very  small  sum. 

965.  Mr.  Chapman .]  You  have  given  in  a paper  of  two  vessels  that  went  to 
Ichaboe ; in  coming  home  the  Committee  perceive  that  the  vessels  have  passed 
about  40  lights,  for  which  9 l.  5 s.  3d.  is  charged  ; be  so  good  as  to  inform  the 
Committee  how  much  was  paid  for  those  40  lights  in  going  out  of  the  port?— 
They  went  in  ballast,  I suppose. 

966.  Then  they  get  the  advantage  of  all  the  outward  lights  for  nothing? — 
That  is  the  law  ; we  should  not  get  that  advantage  if  it  were  not  the  law. 

967.  Do  you  not  get  the  advantage  of  passing  40  lights  for  nothing? — We 
appear  to  get  the  advantage. 

968.  Did  you  pay  anything  or  nothing  for  passing  those  40  lights  outwards? 
— No,  because  the  ship  was  in  ballast;  there  was  no  freight,  no  profit  upon 
the  ship. 

969.  You  received  all  the  benefit  of  the  safety  of  passing  them  ? — Unques- 
tionably. 

970.  Do  you  think,  then,  that  you  can  fairly  complain  to  the  Committee,  that 
after  passing  those  40  lights,  for  which  you  pay  nothing,  that  you  should  pay 
9 l.  5 s.  3d.  for  those  40  lights  when  you  are  reaping  the  benefit ? — Will  the 
Committee  be  so  good  as  to  refer  to  the  other  account? 

971.  Did  the  other  vessel  go  out  in  ballast? — Yes. 

972.  Then  she  paid  nothing  ? — She  paid  nothing  when  going  in  ballast. 

973.  The  safety  of  your  crew  and  the  safety  of  your  ship  being  dependent 
on  the  exhibition  of  those  lights,  and  paying  nothing  for  them  going  outwards, 
does  it  appear  to  you  that  any  charge  like  that  can  be  considered  exorbitant? 
— It  is  extremely  exorbitant,  in  so  far  as  we  shipowners  of  Great  Britain  must 
support  lights  for  the  safety  of  Her  Majesty’s  ships  of  war,  and  all  people 
who  pass  as  passengers  by  steamers  pay  nothing.  We  protect  their  lives,  and 
if  it  is  a public  benefit,  why  should  the  shipowners,  who  have  a certain  kind  of 
property,  be  the  sole  contributors?  Then  I come  back  to  my  argument ; 1 say, 
that  as  a public  institution,  following  the  examples  of  other  nations,  such  as 
Russia,  France,  Belgium,  and  I think  Holland,  as  well  as  the  United  States, 
which  different  countries  see  the  necessity  of  supporting  their  lighthouses  for 
the  public  benefit,  I do  not  see  why  the  British  Government  ought  not  now 
to  relieve  the  commerce  of  the  country,  and  particularly  the  shipowners  of 
Great  Britain,  from  a tax  so  burthensome  as  3,  4,  or  10  per  cent.,  seeing 
that  we  have  benefited  the  nation  by  giving  safety  as  regards  the  royal  navy, 
in  giving  lights  by  means  of  which  passengers  also  can  pass  to  every  quarter  of 
the  world. 

974.  Is  the  Committee  to  understand  that  the  objection  you  have  now  taken, 
is,  that  a ship  should  be  charged  16  l.  3 s.  10  d.  on  a voyage  for  lights,  and  that 
those  lights  are  of  use  to  the  navy  without  any  charge  whatever? — Exactly. 

97 5*  Do  you  consider  that  the  lights  being  a national  expenditure,  ought 
not  to  be  maintained  by  any  one  branch,  such  as  the  commercial  navy,  alone? 
— That  is  exactly  the  opinion  of  the  shipowners  in  general.  ^ ^ 
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976.  Do  you  mean  to  put  the  lighthouses  of  the  country  aside  like,  and  re-  John  Mitchell,  Esq. 

quire  the  navy  to  be  put  on  the  same  footing  as  the  charges  made  to  the  consuls  . 

abroad  ? — I was  going  to  mention  that  formerly  the  consuls  of  Great  Britain  28  April  1845. 
were  allowed  certain  fees  for  their  official  duties,  and  now  they  are  paid  by 

salaries  in  lieu  of  it,  with  the  view  of  relieving  the  shipowners  from  any  tax’ 

977.  Are  you  not  aware  that  they  have  fees  as  well  ? — For  certain  purposes  ; 
when  their  services  are  required,  they  receive  so  many  dollars. 

978.  Then  do  you  think  that  meeting  which  you  attended,  considered  that 
lighthouses,  being  a national  expense,  ought  to  be  supported  by  the  national 
fund,  the  same  as  the  army  or  navy  are  supported  ? — Most  unquestionably. 

For  example,  I have  mentioned  other  nations  which  make  no  such  charge ; their 
example  ought  to  be  taken,  to  show  the  absolute  necessity  of  it. 

979.  Sir  G.  Cleric .]  Are  you  able  to  state  what  is  the  practice  of  Russia  ? — 

I believe  in  Russia  there  is  no  charge. 

980.  Do  you  know  that  of  your  own  knowledge  ? — I have  heard  it  from 
consuls  ; and  I understand  that  to  be  the  rule  in  other  countries. 

981.  Mr.  Mitcalfe.]  Have  you  had  ships  go  to  Russia? — Yes. 

982.  Did  you  observe  charges  in  the  Russia  accounts  for  lights  ? — No. 

983.  You  have  had  it  handed  in  as  a part  of  the  charge  in  the  accounts  very 
often,  I dare  say,  in  your  possession  ? — Yes. 

984.  Chairman .]  Have  you  yourself  been  in  Russia  ? — No. 

985.  Have  you  ever  been  at  sea? — I have  been  on  the  Continent  in  various 
parts. 

986.  I mean  as  a merchant,  as  a sailor  ? — No. 

987..  Is  it  as  a shipowner  and  a merchant  only  you  speak  of  it  ? — Only  in 
that  capacity. 

988.  Mr.  Chapman .]  Then,  as  you  have  never  been  at  sea,  you  never, 
perhaps,  have  had  the  good  fortune  in  a stormy  night  to  have  the  life  of  your- 
self and  ship’s  company  saved  by  the  exhibition  of  those  lights? — I have  been 
as  a passenger  very  often  obliged  to  the  lighthouses. 

989.  Mr.  Grogan.']  You  mentioned  that  other  nations  support  the  expense  ; 
did  you  ever  hear  it  remarked  whether  British  lights  along  the  coast  are  not 
more  serviceable  and  numerous  in  comparison  with  foreign  ones  ? —I  have  heard 
that  in  every  portion  of  the  British  islands  the  lighthouses  are  more  serviceable, 
and  I have  no  doubt  whatever  superior  in  many  respects  to  other  lighthouses. 

990.  More  numerous? — More  numerous. 

991.  Did  you  ever  hear  complaint  of  want  of  light  on  the  French  coast? — 

Yes,  certain  parts  of  the  French  coast.  I believe  they  are  now  about  to  be 
remedied  : but  otherwise  I have  heard  the  French  lights  spoken  of  as  being 
extremely  brilliant. 

992.  Mr.  Chapman.]  You  say  you  never  saw  a charge  for  lights  in  any 
foreign  port  bill ; did  you  ever  see  in  Denmark  any  charge  specifically  for 
lights  ? — I believe  there  are  not  many  lights;  there  is  a charge  for  passing  the 
Sound. 

993.  That  is  a proof,  is  it  not,  that  other  nations  charge  light  dues  as  well  as 
England  ? — I would  not  take  Denmark  as  an  example. 

994.  Mr.  Duncan.]  You  have  stated  that  the  person  at  Leith  is  not  the 
collector  ? — No,  and  he  does  not  hold  any  office  in  the  customs. 

995.  From  a Return  made  to  the  House  of  Commons,  and  now  lying  on  the 
table,  the  Committee  find  that  3,151 1.  1 5 s.  1 cl.  is  the  amount  of  the  rates  col- 
lected at  Leith,  on  which  a commission  of  157 1. 11  s.  8 d.  is  paid ; can  you  inform 
the  Committee  who  receives  this  1571.  ll£.  8d.  ? — I forget  the  name  of  the 
individual  just  now  who  collects  the  money,  but  I know  it  is  not  the  person 
who  holds  the  situation  as  collector. 

996.  Chairman.']  Can  you  name  the  person  who  actually  does  the  business  of 
the  office  ? — The  name  does  not  occur  to  me  just  now. 

997.  Mr.  Duncan.]  Look  at  the  account  and  see  -whether  you  can  find  it? — 

This  is  the  name  of  John  Peat,  collector. 

998.  Is  he  collector  now? — He  is  the  deputy-comptroller,  the  comptroller’s 
clerk ; and  this  account  is  signed  and  put  into  the  hands  of  the  actual  col- 
lector ; signed  in  blank  with  Mr.  Peat’s  name  at  the  bottom  ; the  accounts  are 
all  blank,  and  the  person  who  actually  receives  the  money  fills  in  the  sum 
charged,  and  hands  over  the  account  with  Mr.  Peat’s  name  at  the  bottom  of  it. 

999.  Chairman .]  Do  you  mean  to  say  that  Mr.  Peat,  whose  signature  is  put 
to  that  bill,  does  not  sit  in  the  light-office  and  receive  the  money  ? — Yes. 

0.36.  h 3 1000.  But 
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John  Mitchell,  Esq.  i ooo.  But  that  lie  gives  blank  papers  to  be  filled  up  by  the  clerk  who  sits  in 
the  light-office? — Yes,  his  name  having  been  previously  appended  to  the  blank 

a 8 April  1845.  recejpt. 

1001.  For  whatever  then  the  clerk  puts  in,  Mr.  Peat  having  signed  in  blank 
the  paper  is  responsible? — Quite  so. 

1002.  Mr.  Duncan.']  Then  is  the  Committee  to  understand  that  those  blank 
papers  are  handed  to  the  receiver  of  the  money  with  Mr.  Peat’s  name  attached 
to  it  previously  to  the  filling  up  of  it  at  all  ? — Yes. 

1003.  Then  the  person  who  fills  it  up  may  place  any  amount  that  he  thinks 
proper  ? — Yes. 

, 1004.  And  Mr.  Peat  never  signs  ? — He  does  not  sign  on  payment. 

1005.  Chairman .]  Has  Mr.  Peat  no  check;  does  he  not  ascertain  whether 
the  charge  is  correct  or  not,  or  is  it  left  to  the  clerk? — The  account  is  a species 
of  coupon ; there  is  an  exact  copy  of  this  account  in  a book  which  is  lying 
open  ; the  account  itself  is  a coupon,  and  it  leaves  the  other  portion,  which 
may  be  filled  up  by  the  actual  coupon  remaining  in  the  book. 

1006.  Do  you  know  whether  that  is  so  filled  in  the  book  by  the  collector 
himself? — No ; it  must  be  filled  in  by  the  person  who  is  the  immediate  col- 
lector of  the  money,  so  that  the  person  who  holds  the  commission  as  collector 
may  have  some  sort  of  check. 

1007.  Have  you  ever  paid  money  yourself  for  light  dues? — Yes. 

1008.  What  time  is  taken  up  in  going  to  the  office  and  getting  the  sums 
entered  and  paid  ? — I should  think  about  10  minutes  or  a quarter  of  an  hour 
if  there  are  not  a great  many  people  waiting  ; if  there  are  several  people 
waiting,  persons  are  detained  perhaps  half  an  hour. 

1009.  Then  the  collector  in  whose  name,  or  the  comptroller  in  whose  name 
the  money  is  received,  has  no  check  or  control  as  to  the  amount  to  be  entered 
and  charged  for  the  lighthouses  ? — He  cannot  possibly  see  what  is  exacted, 
except  by  reference  to  the  remaining  part  of  the  coupon. 

1010.  That  is  after  payment  has  been  made? — Yes. 

ion.  He  sitting  in  a different  part  of  the  custom-house  ? — Yes. 

1012.  Mr.  Duncan.']  Do  you  mean  to  state  this  to  the  Committee  from  your 
own  knowledge  ? — Yes,  from  my  own  knowledge  of  the  fact. 

1013.  Chairman.]  There  is  only  one  custom-house  for  Leith,  and  it  is  there 
that  the  money  is  received  ? — Yes. 

1014.  Mr.  Duncan.]  The  whole  duties  for  lights  are  received  at  the  custom- 
house at  Leith  ? — Yes. 

1015.  And  it  is  not  so  convenient,  you  say,  as  it  might  be,  inasmuch  as  you 
have  to  go  a great  distance  ? — They  go  from  one  room  into  another  at  a remote 
part  of  the  building. 

loi  6.  Do  you  know  what  salary  is  attached  to  the  office  of  deputy-collector 
of  light  dues  at  Leith  ? — No. 

1017.  Mr.  Grogaji.]  Do  you  know  whether  the  person  who  actually  received 
the  light  dues,  as  deputy,  gave  security  to  the  collector  ?— I cannot  tell. 

1.018.  Is  he  employed*  by  him  for  that  purpose  exclusively? — He  does  other 
business  in  the  custom-house. 

1019.  Iam  not  speaking  of  the  collector,  but  the  gentleman  who  actually 
receives  as  the  deputy  ? — He  does  other  business  in  the  coasting-office. 

1 020.  The  Committee  understood  you  to  state  that  he  had  other  business  at 
the  custom-house  ? — He  holds  no  commission  from  the  Government. 

1021.  Chairman.]  Have  you  paid  any  attention  to  the  establishment  that  is 
*****  the  managing  the  northern  lights  in  Edinburgh,  and  are  you  aware  of 
the  duties? — I have  attended  somewhat  to  the  details. 

1022.  Are  there  any  charges  there  that  you  object  to  in  the  same  way  that 
you  object  to  the  expenses  of  the  Trinity  House?— No.  I might  perhaps  be 
inclined  to  criticise  some  things,  such  as  the  retiring  pension  to  the  engineer, 
Mr.  Stevenson;  but  as  the  efficiency  of  the  northern  lights  are  mainly  attri- 
butable to  his  success  and  good  management,  [ should  consider  that  a fair  pen- 
sion after  his  long  services;  that  is  the  only  item.  I have  looked  carefully 
through  the  expenditure,  and  I can  see  nothing  to  object  to. 

1023.  Aie  you  aware  that  there  is  a charge  for  a half-yearly  dinner  to  the 
Commissioners  of  l6l<  l in  the  accounts  ? — I am  aware  that  there  is  a charge 
made,  but  considering  that  the  management  of  the  London  Trinity  House 

costs 
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costs  so  much  in  London,  a mere  dinner  or  two  in  a year  is  a small  allowance 
to  so  many  gentlemen  who  devote  much  of  their  time  and  attention  to  the 
improvement  and  protection  of  the  lights  of  Scotland. 

1024.  You  have  mentioned  the  expense  in  London;  are  you  aware  that  the 
Board  in  London  have  other  duties  to  attend  to,  such  as  managing  the  ballast 
department,  examining  pilots  and  masters,  and  placing  buoys,  and  a variety  of 
other  duties?— Yes;  and  that  is  the  reason  why  I am  most  anxious  to  relieve 
the  Trinity  House  gentlemen ; they  have  too  much  to  perform ; they  have  all 
those  various  things  to  do,  and  the  very  circumstance  of  having  so  much  to  do, 
must  prevent  them  from  having  leisure  to  attend  to  the  lights  at  all. 

1025.  You  would  wish  that  the  management  of  the  lights  should  be  confined 
to  individuals  having  that  duty  alone  ?— Entirely  to  that  duty. 

„ 1026.  Have  you  paid  any  attention  to  the  shipping  establishment  in  Leith  ? — 
les;  I know  they  have  one  or  two  cutters  for  the  purpose  of  surveying  the 
lighthouses ; the  distance  is  so  great  that  it  is  requisite  for  them  to  have  strong- 
efficient  vessels,  able  to  encounter  the  strong  gales  that  prevail  in  distant  parts 
of  Scotland. 

1027.  Have  you  any  objection  to  make  to  any  of  the  charges  ? — I have  noticed 
the  charges,  and  I do  not  think  them  excessive,  as  far  as  I have  had  an  oppor- 
tunity of  judging.  I know  they  require  strong  vessels,  adapted  for  stormy 
occasions. 

1028.  Mr.  Grogan.']  You  have  expressed  your  approval  of  the  general  ma- 
nagement of  the  Scotch  lighthouses,  and  the  expense  of  the  erections ; are  you 
aware  of  the  expense  of  the  Skerryvore  lighthouse  ?— I am  not  aware  of  any 
expense  connected  with  it;  I know  in  such  a situation  that  it  must  necessarily 
be  expensive. 

1029.  Mr.  Chapman.]  Can  you  form  no  idea  of  the  cost?— It  is  impossible, 
unless  I saw  the  locality,  and  knew  the  expense  of  the  materials. 

1030.  You  know  the  cost  has  been  ascertained ?— Perhaps  it  has;  I am  not 
sure. 

1031.  Have  you  never  heard  that  the  cost  is  ascertained? — I saw  a state- 
ment made,  but  I did  not  direct  my  attention  particularly  to  the  amount. 

1032.  What  amount  did  you  say  was  paid  ? — I cannot  tell  without  seeing  the 

papers.  0 

1033.  Chairman.]  You  were  asked  respecting  a petition  from  a steam  com- 
pany in  Edinburgh  ; will  you  state  the  nature  of  that  complaint  ?— I will. 

1034.  ^u  have  seen  the  petition  ?— Yes  ; and  I may  state  generally,  in  re- 
gard to  that  petition,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  the  petitioners  that  those  vessels 
which  do  no.t  benefit  by  passing  any  lighthouse,  ought  not  to  be  obliged  to 
pay  light  dues  ; and,  in  fact,  almost  all  those  steamers  referred  to  in  the 
petition  pass  the  lighthouse  during  the  day-time;  and  I never  knew  an  instance 
of  any  one  having  occasion  for  the  lighthouse.  It  appears  to  me,  in  the  last 
Act  of  Parliament,  which  I hold  in  my  hand,  of  the  6 Sc  7 Will.  4,  c.  79,  s.  45, 
there  is  a clause  which  applies  to  such  cases:  “And  be  it  enacted,  that  from 
the  time  when  any  such  new  lighthouse  shall,  under  this  Act,  have  been  so 
erected  upon  the  coast  of  Scotland  and  Ireland  respectively,  and  so  long  as  a 
light  shall  be  exhibited  from  such  lighthouse  during  the  night  season,  there 
shall  be  paid  to  the  said  Commissioners  or  Corporation  who  shall  have  erected 
the  same,  by  the  owner  or  other  person  having  the  command  of  any  vessel  not 
belonging  to  his  Majesty  which  shall  pass  such  lighthouse,  or  derive  benefit 
thereby',  such  reasonable  toll  as  shall  have  been  first  approved  in  that  behalf  by 
his  Majesty  in  council.”  Now  I think  this  clause  of  the  Act  especially  shows 
that  it  is  implied  that  steamers  passing  shall  “ derive  a benefit,”  namely7,  that 
they  contemplated  the  possibility  of  steamers  being  liable  only  in  case  of  their 
passing  during  the  night.  Now  I can  state,  in  regard  to  this  petition,  that 
none  of  the  steamers  there  alluded  to  pass  in  the  night,  and,  therefore,  ought 
not  to  be  subject  to  light  dues. 

1035.  Does  the  clause  you  have  referred  to  exempt  vessels  that  pass  from, 
place  to  place  in  the  day  time  without  using  any  light? — I should  say  that  the 
clause  exempts  vessels  by  implication  merely. 

1036.  In  coming  from  Dundee  to  Edinburgh,  because  they  do  not  pass  the 

j y°u  think  the  complaint  of  these  parties  to  be  exempt  is  reasonable? 

—1  think  it  quite  reasonable. 

h 4 1037.  Mr.  Grojai.] 
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Joint  Mitchell,  Esq.  1037.  Mr.  Grogan .]  On  the  ground  that  they  do  not  see  the  light  at  night  ? — 
— On  account  of  never  being  out  at  night. 

28  April  1845.  1038.  Do  they  see  the  light  in  the  day-time 1— They  see  the  lighthouse. 

1039.  Is  it  not  a very  good  beacon? — Not  in  the  slightest  degree. 

1040.  Chairman.']  Are  you  cognizant  yourself  of  the  facts  stated  in  the 
petition,  of  these  parties  being  obliged  to  give  up  packets,  in  consequence  of  the 
heavy  dues  charged  upon  them  between  Dundee  and  Leith  ? — I do  not  think 
exactly  that  they  gave  up  the  vessels  on  account  of  the  light  dues. 

1041.  Mr.  Duncan .]  Do  you  know  as  a fact  the  statement  made  in  the 
petition,  that  such  a sum  as  100  odd  pounds  are  paid  during  the  currency  of 
the  year  for  two  small  vessels  between  Dundee  and  Leith,  which  never  could 
see  the  light? — I have  no  doubt  of  it. 

1042.  Chairman.]  Have  you  any  observation  to  make  with  respect  to  the 
fishing  vessels,  of  which  one  of  the  petitions  complains  ?— It  is  a matter  of 
great  importance  to  the  herring  fishery  that  the  fish  curers  shall  be  allowed  to 
bring  their  herrings  in  a state  of  progress  of  cure ; salted,  for  instance,  not 
properly  cured  ; not  packed,  perhaps,  from  one  station  to  another. 

1043.  State  an  example  what  you  mean  ; from  what  station  to  what  place  ?— 
I should  say  from  Wick  to  Leith.  The  whole  of  the  vessels  occupied  in  the 
catch  of  herrings  are  exempt,  and  it  is  but  reasonable  that  vessels  employed  in 
bringing  the  produce  of  these  fishing  vessels  from  the  fishing  stations  should  be 
allowed  to  bring  the  herrings  in  a state  of  progress  of  cure  to  the  actual  resi- 
dence of  the  fish-curer  at  Leith. 

1044.  Do  you  mean  that  the  herrings  taken  at  Wick  should  be  allowed  to 
be  brought  in  vessels  to  the  Forth,  or  to  any  other  place  south,  to  be  cured,  free 
from  paying  light  dues? — Yes,  and  it  is  evidently  the  obvious  intention  of  the 
Act  of  Parliament,  that  vessels  wholly  occupied  in  fishing  operations  should  be 
exempt,  but  the  Commissioners  of  the  Northern  Lights  are  of  opinion  that 
decked  vessels,  bringing  fish  in  a state  of  progress,  should  be  subjected  to  light 
dues. 

1045.  Have  the  herrings  that  have  been  so  brought  been  landed,  or  merely 
transhipped  from  the  boats  that  took  them  to  the  boats  that  bring  them  up  ?— 
Both  ways.  Sometimes  the  vessels  that  are  hired  by  the  month  only  come 
alongside  the  open  herring  boats,  taking  the  herrings  out  of  it  and  proceed 
with  them  at  once  to  the  port  where  the  herrings  are  to  be  finally  cured,  or  the 
herring-boat  may  take  the  herrings  into  the  port  of  Wick  and  there  land  them, 
and  the  vessel  employed  to  tranship  the  herrings  may  load  them  in  barrels  or  in 
casks.  Sometimes  fishing  boats  find  it  of  advantage  to  go  into  different  har- 
bours to  discharge  their  herrings,  when  they  are  reshipped  in  a state  of  progress 
of  cure  into  a vessel  hired  to  carry  herrings  to  the  ultimate  port  of  cure. 

1 046.  May  vessels  that  take  the  herrings  bring  them  to  the  Forth  without 
paying  the  light  dues  ? — Yes. 

1047.  The  actual  boats  that  take? — The  open  herring-fishing  boats  are  not 
subjected  to  light  dues;  they  are  exempted. 

1048.  It  is  only  those  employed  to  bring  a cargo  to  be  cured  ? — To  be  cured 
in  various  localities ; for  instance,  the  shipowners  of  Greenock  have  made  an 
application  to  Parliament  upon  the  same  subject. 

1049.  Mr.  Chapman.]  How  are  these  vessels  paid,  that  are  employed  to  bring 
the  fish  to  the  curers? — They  are  hired  by  the  month. 

1050.  If  they  were  part  of  the  fleet  employed  in  catching  fish,  they  would 
be  entirely  exempt  from  light  dues  ? — Yes. 

1051.  The  Act  specifies  that  particularly? — Yes,  I believe  so. 

1052.  The  catching  of  fish? — Yes;  but  I understand  that  all  deck  vessels 
and  fishing  vessels  of  every  description,  are  exempted  by  the  Trinity  House. 

1053.  Chairman.]  Are  you  aware  that  frequent  applications  have  been  made 
to  the  Government  in  London,  as  well  as  to  the  Commissioners  of  the  Northern 
Lights  in  Scotland,  upon  the  subject? — I know  that  applications  have  been 
made  in  various  quarters ; I have  been  spoken  to  on  the  subject. 

1054.  Sir  G.  Clerk.]  Have  they  applied  to  the  Fishery  Board  ? — The  Fishery 
Board  has  been  applied  to,  but  they  have  not  succeeded  in  getting  their  appli- 
cation carried  into  effect. 


1055.  Mr.  Chapman.]  You  only  pay  for  the  northern  lights  you  pass?— 
Only  for'the  northern  lights  we  pass. 

1056.  How  much  do  they  charge  a ton? — A halfpenny  per  ton  for  each 
ship  that  passes  each  lighthouse,  and  1 d.  per  ton  for  the  Bell  Rock. 

1057.  Chairman .] 
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1057.  Chairman.']  From  what  period  was  that  reduction  made?— Since  the 
Act  that  passed  in  1S36. 

1058.  Have  you  any  further  suggestions  to  make  to  the  Committee?— I 
would  suggest  to  the  Committee  that  it  is  of  great  consequence  to  the  com- 
merce of  the  country  generally,  that  when  we  receive  small  orders  for  goods  to 
be  sent  to  foreign  countries,  that  we  should  be  permitted  to  send  them  by  ships 
going  in  ballast.  If  we  now  ask  an  owner  to  take  the  goods,  he  says,  “ I 
cannot  take  them,  because  I shall  have  to  pay  for  the  whole  of  the  lights,  and  as 
you  cannot  afford  me  sufficient  freight  to  pay  for  the  light  dues,  I must  decline.” 
It  would  be  a great  relief  to  the  shipowners,  or  at  all  events  to  the  commercial 
interests,  if  we  were  to  be  restricted  to  a certain  rate,  for  ballast  ships  not  to 
exceed  five  tons  of  goods.  That  is  a matter  of  great  importance,  for  I have 
found  many  orders  coming  to  Edinburgh  and  other  places,  where  the  goods 
could  be  obtained,  and  this  has  amounted  almost  to  a prohibition  to  export. 

1059.  If  vessels  were  considered  to  be  empowered  in  ballast  not  to  carry- 
more  than  five  tons,  many  of  the  packages  of  goods  would  be  sent  off  imme- 
diately they  were  ordered,  instead  of  being  detained,  or  probably  not  even 
exported  under  any  circumstances? — They  cannot  be  exported  under  anv 
circumstances. 

1060.  Are  the  Committee  to  understand,  that  in  many  instances,  of  your  own 
knowledge,  merchants  in  Leith  could  have  sent  off  small  quantities  of  goods, 
not  exceeding  a few  tons,  and  could  have  had  the  advantage  of  disposing  of 
them,  but  the  heavy  light  dues  prevented  them  from  doing  it? — Yes  ; and  that 
particularly  refers  to  our  trade  with  Norway : they  are  generally  consumers  of 
manufactured  articles  that  go  in  a very  small  bulk,  and  of  course  they  calculate 
the  freight  of  the  vessel  at  the  very  lowest  price,  and  we  lose  many  of  our  best 
customers  from  that  very  circumstance;  they  go  to  Hamburgh  and  to  other 
foreign  ports  where  they  can  get  the  goods  at  a certain  per-centage  cheaper. 

1061.  Maya  Norway  vessel  coming  and  delivering  her  cargo  in  Scotland, 
take  any  of  those  packages? — No. 

1062.  Are  they  equally  subject  to  light  dues?— They  are  equally  subject ; in 
consequence  of  the  heavy  exactions,  they  are  prevented  taking  goods  from 
Scotland,  and  they  now  go  to  Hamburgh,  where  they  are  not  subject  to  such 
charges  for  those  goods,  which  would  otherwise  go  direct  to  Norway  from 
Scotland. 

1063.  The  merchant  is  obliged  to  send  them  by  way  of  Hamburgh  instead  of 
taking  them  direct? — The  Norway  merchants  send  to  Hamburgh,  or  they  get 
them  sent  oyer  there  by  other  ships  with  other  goods,  and  import  them  from 
Hamburgh  instead  of  from  Scotland. 

1064.  Would  it  not  open  a door  to  evasion  if  vessels  in  ballast  were  allowed 
to  take  the  few  tons  you  have  stated  of  any  goods  intended  for  Norway;  would 
it  not  open  a door  to  great  evasion  of  the  light  dues  ? — Not  in  the  slightest 
degree,  because  the  collector  of  the  lighthouse  dues  has  always  an  opportunity 
of  seeing  the  custom-house  entry,  and  he  can  judge  the  quantity  of  goods 
shipped. 

1065.  Mr.  Chapman.]  Would  you  not  require  the  same  privilege  to  all  other 
parts  of  the  world  ? — I should  like  to  have  it. 

1066.  Chairman.]  Although  in  your  experience  the  loss  has  occurred  princi- 
pally on  vessels  going  to  Norway,  you  consider  that  it  would  be  a benefit  to  the 
shipping  generally  ? — Unquestionably. 

1067.  And  many  vessels  that  now  go  entirely  in  ballast  would  take  a small 
quantity,  although  that  quantity  is  not  able  to  pay  light  dues? — Yes;  it  is  a 
serious  injury  to  the  shopkeepers  of  the  British  empire. 

1068.  Mr.  Somes.]  What  is  the  expense  of  a ship  of  300  tons,  leaving  Leith 
and  going  direct  to  Norway? — Two-pence  per  ton  ; 2 1.  10s.  on  300  tons. 

1069.  Chairman.]  What  is  the  charge  on  a vessel  of  300  tons  going  from  Leith 
to  the  Baltic  ? — Two-pence  per  ton. 

1070.  For  what  lights? — The  Inchkeith,  a halfpenny;  May,  a halfpenny; 
Bell  Rock,  a penny;  Inchcape,  a halfpenny  per  ton  ; altogether  it  is  21.  10s. 
Suppose  I am  desired  to  send  a certain  quantity  of  goods,  if  the  freight  and 
the  goods  do  not  exceed  a certain  sum,  but  not  to  send  it  if  they  do ; surely  it 
Is  a great  disadvantage  to  my  fellow  countrymen  to  be  obliged  to  tell  their  cor- 
respondents that  in  consequence  of  the  excessive  tax  for  lights  they  cannot  send 
them  goods ; and  it  frequently  occurs. 

°-36.  I 1071.  Do 
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1071.  Do  you  know  many  cases,  of  your  own  experience,  where  it  has 
operated  as  a prohibition  to  exportation  ? — It  has  frequently  occurred  to  our 
house,  of  which  I am  the  principal. 

1072.  Chairman.']  Has  it  occurred  to  British  ships? — Both  in  regard  to 
British  and  foreign  ships,  trading  to  the  Baltic. 

1073.  Sir  G.  Cler/c .]  What  number  of  ships  have  you? — We  have  no  parti- 
cular ships  going  to  any  particular  part ; we  hire  them  to  various  quarters  of 
the  globe,  to  any  quarter. 

1074.  Chairman.']  Were  you  not  formerly  a shipowner?- — I am  so  still. 

1075.  Are  you  still  an  owner  of  British,  or  of  foreign  ships  ?-— Both. 

1076.  Were  you  not  examined  in  1840  before  the  Import  Duties  Committee? 

— Yes.  , 

1077.  0°  that  occasion  did  you  not  state  that  the  charge  tor  building  the 
hull  of  a vessel  at  Leith,  or  any  part  of  Scotland,  was  so  high  that,  you  ceased 
to  be  an  owner  of  ships  in  Scotland,  and  became  an  owner  of  ships  abroad,  in 
order  to  get  them  cheaper ; did  you  not  then  state  that  they  were  built  at 
nearly  half  the  expense  of  what  it  would  be  in  Scotland  ? — Y es. 

1078.  Are  you  still  an  owner  of  any  portion  of  these  ships?— I am  still  an 
owner  of  the  same  property  I had  then  ; I have  now  become  a part  owner  of 
some  British  ships. 

1079.  Have  you  the  same  reasons  for  continuing  to  be  the  owner  of  foreign 
vessels  and  to  import  timber  which  your  house  sells  ? — I have  the  same  reasons ; 
the  duties  on  timber  are  considerably  reduced,  but  they  are  not  sufficiently 
reduced. 

1080.  What  is  your  reason  for  becoming  a shipowner  in  the  Baltic,  instead 
of  investing  your  capital  in  your  own  country? — We  can  buy  ships  much 
cheaper ; the  prime  cost  is  much  less. 

1081.  Mr.  So7nes.~]  What  portion  of  Baltic  timber  is  used  in  a 300  ton  ship 
built  at  Leith  ? — I should  think  about  four-fifths  of  it. 

10S2.  How  many  years  will  she  last? — She  will  last  seven  years.  We  do  not 
cave  anything  about  classification  ; we  can  build  our  ships  12  A 1,  as  good  as 
any  ships  in  the  River  Thames.  We  can  build  our  ships  as  strong,  as  efficient, 
and  as  durable  as  any  of  the  ships  built  in  the  River  Thames  which  are  clas- 
sified ; and  I am  of  opinion  that  the  best  proof  of  the  bad  system  of  Govern- 
ment, and  their  want  of  attention  to  maritime  affairs,  is  the  fact  that  the  Cana- 
dians pay  no  taxes  to  the  mother  country.  They  build  ships  not  possessing 
any  fastenings  sufficient  at  all;  they  hoist  the  British  flag,  and  pass  as  British 
ships,  and  they  sell  at  such  prices  as  completely  to  ruin  the  shipbuilders  of  this 
country,  who  build  superior  ships,  and  who  are  completely  opposed  by  men 
who  pay  not  one  sixpence  to  the  support  of  the  nation  ; and  moreover,  those 
vessels,  though  very  excellent  in  appearance,  are  not  properly  fastened,  and  in 
this  state  they  are  sent  out  to  the  Brazils  and  other  countries.  I remember 
reading  the  evidence  of  Captain  Fitzroy  relative  to  vessels  in  the  Brazils,  and  I 
can  easily  explain  the  cause  of  vessels  going  out  there,  and  the  reason  of  their 
being  refused  freight ; not  because  they  were  British  ships,  but  because  they 
were  defective  ships,  built  in  Canada,  and  not  properly  fastened  ; but  the  bad 
character  gradually  gaining  ground  from  the  importation  of  that  class  of  ship- 
ping, did  great  injury  to  the  British  shipowners,  besides  great  injury  to  the 
British  shipbuilders,  and  I think  that  would  be  quite  obvious  when  I state  that 
they  paid  15  s.  per  load  upon  timber  imported  as  raw  material. 

1083.  Do  you  go  to  the  Baltic  with  the  view  of  getting  better  ships,  and 
equally  as  cheap  as  the  Canadians,  or  why  do  you  not  become  a proprietor  of 
Canadian  ships  ? — Because  they  are  perfectly  inferior  altogether,  and  useless  ; 
they  have  got  such  a bad  character  that  no  shipowners  will  buy  them,  except 
those  who  do  not  care  for  their  respectability. 

1084.  Mr.  Somes.]  Do  you  think  Canadian  ships  are  not  quite  so  good  as  a 
seven  years’  ship  built  at  Leith  ? — No;  and  I beg  distinctly  to  state,  always,  of 
course,  speaking  not  as  a nautical  man,  that  Canadian  ships  are  decidedly  infe- 
rior, and  ought  not  to  be  allowed  to  come  to  this  country. 

1085.  Mr.  Mitcalfe.]  Have  you  any  vessel  from  the  north  of  Europe  ? — I have. 

1086.  Has  she  done  the  work  you  expected  in  a proper  manner.  Has  she 
had  any  repairs  ? — Yes,  she  has  had  repairs,  in  consequence  of  an  accident. 

1087.  Not  in  consequence  of  her  wear  and  tear? — Not  at  all;  I may  state^ 

generally 
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generally,  that  a Baltic  ship  is  as  strong,  and  as  efficiently  built  as  any  in  the  Join  Mitchell,  Esq. 
River  Thames  that  are  classed  12  A 1.  

10SS.  Do  you  know  any  vessels  in  the  trade  at  the  port  of  Leith  that  are  20,  28  APriI  l845- 

SO,  or  40  years  old  ? — I think  I have  seen  such  vessels.  I consider  the  Baltic 
oak  timber,  in  many  respects,  equal  to  English  oak. 

1089.  Does  it  consist  with  your  knowledge  that  the  Baltic  trade  in  Leith, 

Dundee,  Arbroath,  and  Montrose,  taking  the  east  coast,  is  carried  on  by  vessels 
leaving  these  various  ports  in  ballast  P — In  general. 

1090.  Is  that  the  case  with  Leith,  as  well  as  other  places  ? — Yes. 

1091 . Chairman .]  What  you  want  is,  to  allow  vessels  going  out  in  ballast  to 
take  a few  tons  of  goods  without  paying  any  rates  ? — Yes. 

1092.  Do  you  think  there  is  no  chance  of  any  malpractices  taking  place  in 
regard  to  that  privilege  ? — I hold  that  to  be  quite  impossible. 

1093.  You  stated,  in  the  United  States  there  were  no  lighthouse  duties  paid, 
nor  in  Russia,  nor  France.  Do  you  think  that  that  gives  any  particular  advan- 
tage to  the  shipping  of  those  countries  ? — I consider  it  to  be  a great  advantage 
to  the  shipping  of  any  country  to  be  relieved  from  these  duties. 

1094.  They  can  ship  cheaper? — Of  course  they  can. 

1095.  Is  that  one  of  the  expenses  which  you  consider  foreign  ships  are 
exempted  from  ? — I consider  it  a very  great  advantage  indeed. 

1096.  In  addition  to  the  difference  in  the  price  of  timber  which  you  before 
stated,  it  gives  an  advantage  to  those  foreign  ships  over  the  English  ? — Quite  so. 

1097.  That  is  the  opinion  you  have  given  respecting  the  lights,  that  English 
commercial  ships  ought  to  be  placed  on  as  favourable  a footing,  with  regard  to 
light  dues,  as  the  ships  of  any  other  country  are  placed? — Certainly. 

1098.  That  you  think  would  be  the  means  of  relieving  our  commercial  ship- 
ping from  the  pressure  under  which  they  have  been  ? — Yes. 

1099.  Mr.  Chapman .]  Would  it  not  also  enable  you  to  sail  your  vessels  at  so 
much  less  freight? — Yes;  it  would  be  a general  benefit  to  the  country. 

1100.  Mr.  Mitcalfe.~\  Would  it  enable  you  better  to  compete  with  foreign 
countries  ? — Yes. 

1101.  Mr.  Chapman .]  What  you  save  in  lights  you  would  get  in  amount  of 
freight  ? — It  would  be  expected  to  a certain  extent ; it  would,  at  all  events, 
enable  us  to  compete  with  other  nations,  either  as  to  goods  or  ships. 

1102.  Chairman .]  Is  there  anything  else  connected  with  the  light  duties 
that  you  consider  pressing  on  the  shipowners  ? — There  is  one  remark  that  I 
wish  to  make,  which  I think  has  been  hinted  at  before  in  some  of  the  Reports  ; 
namely,  that  the  British  Government  having  been  so  largely  benefited,  without 
any  charge,  by  the  lighthouses,  it  would  be  but  fair  that  they  should  now,  as  a 
preliminary  step,  and  only  as  a preliminary  step,  consent  to  collect  the  whole 
of  the  light  dues,  without  any  charge  whatever;  and  if  I might  be  permitted 
to  point  out  the  individual  most  suited  for  that  purpose,  I would  say  the  col- 
lectors or  comptrollers  of  customs  at  the  various  ports  would  be  most  efficient 
men,  because  they  have  very  little  to  do,  their  salary  being  now  double  in  value 
to  what  it  was  when  it  was  first  given,  and  very  little  labour  is  performed  as 
compared  with  the  other  officers ; if  they  were  asked  by  the  Government,  or 
ordered  by  the  Government,  to  collect  the  whole  of  the  duties  free  of  any 
charge  whatever,  either  to  the  shipowners  or  to  the  additional  Board,  I think  ft 
would  be  a most  satisfactory  arrangement  to  the  country. 

1103.  Are  you  aware,  by  the  Act  of  Parliament,  that  the  Irish  are  directed 
to  be  so  collected  ? — Yes,  I am  aware  of  it. 

1104.  Free  of  any  charge? — Yes ; it  is  not  always  the  case. 

1105.  Are  you  not  aware  that  the  Lighthouse  Committee  of  1834  recom- 
mended that  the  collectors  of  customs  of  every  port  should  be  the  collectors 
of  the  lighthouse  dues? — Exactly  so ; and  I think  from  reading  the  Report 
the  idea  has  been  suggested  to  me. 

1106.  Mr.  Duncan.'\  You  have  seen  a Report  of  the  Select  Committee  of 
1834?— Yes. 

1 107.  Are  you  aware  of  any  recommendation  that  that  Report  contains  as  to 
steam-vessels  : “ Your  Committee  has  recommended  a reduction  of  dues  on  the 
regular  coasting  traders  ; they  are  of  opinion  that  the  peculiar  circumstances 
attendant  on  the  navigation  of  steam-vessels  render  a modification  of  the  charges 
°f  light  dues  very  necessary ; and  they  therefore  recommend  immediate  atten- 
tion to  the  present  rate  of  charge,  in  order  that  a fixed  scale  and  a moderate 
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rate  of  charge  on  a fair  and  liberal  principle  may  be  forthwith  adopted do 
you  agree  with  that? — I entirely  concur  in  that  recommendation.  I might 
also  add  here  that  there  are  three  steam-boats  in  the  London  trade  that  pay  from 
1,800  l.  to  2,000/.  per  annum  for  the  south  lights  alone  between  Edinburgh 
and  Granton. 

110S.  Is  there  any  other  information  that  you  wish  to  lay  before  the  Com- 
mittee relative  to  steam-vessels  ? — I have  laid  before  the  Committee  my  remarks 
on  those  things  that  I consider  not  justifiable ; and  I.  would  also  add  that  I 
think  all  steamers  making  short  voyages  during  the  day,  and  which  never  can 
by  possibility  use  the  lighthouses,  ought  not  to  be  called  upon  to  pay. 

nog.  Is  there  any  suggestion  you  can  make  to  the  Committee  in  the  shape 
of  a recommendation  how  such  steam-vessels  can  be  exempt  from  such  charges  t 
— I would  suggest  that  a collector  should  have  the  power  of  ascertaining 
whether  steamers  making  short  voyages  ever  during  the  night  make  use  of  such 
lighthouses ; and  in  case  they  did,  1 have  no  doubt  whatever  that  the  owners 
of  the  steamers  would  cheerfully  pay  for  the  benefit  of  the  lighthouses. 

1110.  Chairman .]  What  has  been  the  state  of  the  shipowners  during  the 
last  few  years  as  to  profit.? — I know  the  profit  has  been  very  small ; and  but  for 
the  circumstance  of  the  discovery  of  Ichaboe,  the  profits  would  have  been  still 
less  ; but  that  remarkable  island  has  created  a revival  which  is  altogether  un- 
accountable, and  has  given  a spur  to  the  shipping  interest  which  has  rever- 
berated, I may  say,  throughout  the  whole  of  Europe  with  regard  to  English 
ships. 

1111.  Then,  if  the  supply  from  that  island  ceased,  unless  some  other  means 
are  resorted  to,  you  may  expect  the  shipping  interest  to  be  again  depressed  ? — I 
expect  to  see  a depression  again  occur. 

1112.  Considering  that  the  Government  have  never  been  subjected  to  any 
charge  for  the  use  of  lights  for  the  navy,  you  think  it  but  fair  that  they  shall 
now  take  the  charge,  and  relieve  the  shipping  interest  for  the  next  century? 
— Unquestionably. 

1113.  Mr.  Monies.]  In  speaking  about  the  boats  that  ply  in  daylight  alone, 
would  you  conceive  a composition  per  ton  would  be  a fair  proposition  ? — I think 
that  would  be  a very  good  method,  when  there  was  a doubt  of  the  vessels  re- 
quiring the  use  of  the  lighthouse ; to  prevent  any  question  arising  during  the 
year  whether  the  lights  were  used  would  be  most  desirable. 

1114.  Could  you  imagine  any  case  wherein  steamers  could  derive  benefit  from 
the  lighthouse  in  the  day-time  ; fogs  for  instance  ? — I should  say  so ; because 
the  vessel  might  break  her  machinery  or  paddles  ,•  some  injury  might  take  place, 
and  she  would  require  the  use  of  the  lights. 

1115.  Mr.  Duncan?^  For  instance,  a steam-vessel  might  make  30  voyages 
from  port  to  port;  would  you  think  it  an  equitable  adjustment  for  the  lights,  if 
she  was  to  pay  for  a limited  number ; say  out  of  30  she  paid  for  10  voyages; 
do  you  think  that  would  equalize  it  in  some  degree? — That  is  in  reference  to 
long  voyages  to  London,  or  any  distant  part ; I should  say  that  would  be  a fair, 
an  equitable  proposition;  but  as  to  short  voyages,  when  they  do  not  require  the 
lights,  they  ought  to  be  exempted. 

1116.  In  regard  to  that  part  of  the  Act  that  you  thought  applied  to  the  ex- 
emption, have  you  any  observation  to  make  as  to  the  new  lighthouses  ?— 
I stated  in  my  answer  that  it  applied  by  implication  that  the  justice  of  the 
charge  would  be  very  much  a question,  from  the  very  fact  that  the  clause  in  this 
Act  of  Parliament  says,  if  such  vessels  shall  derive  a benefit : now,  vessels 
making  their  voyages  by  day  derive  no  benefit ; and  I infer  by  implication  that 
they  ought  to  be  exempt. 

1117.  Mr.  Mitcalfe .]  You  stated  you  thought  it  just,  when  a vessel  made 
30  voyages  to  London,  that  she  should  only  be  charged  10  out  of  the  30 ; what 
reason  have  you  for  supposing  that  to  be  just?— From  the  great  rapidity  of 
the  movements  and  the  greater  number  of  voyages  that  can  be  made. 

1118.  Have  not  steam-vessels  a great  advantage  by  making  a greater  number 

of  voyages  than  a ship : for  instance,  a sailing  vessel  might  take  a month  to 
perform  her  voyage,  and  a steam  vessel  only  a week  ; has  not  a steam-boat  a 
great  advantage  in  the  shape  of  wages  and  provisions? — Yes-  but  they  have  a 
still  greater  outlay.  ’ J 

in 9.  Has  not  a steam-boat  an  equal  rate  of  freight  to  that  received  by  the 
sailing  vessels?— They  ought  to  have  an  additional  rate  of  freight. 

1120.  Have 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


SELECT  COMMITTEE  ON  LIGHTHOUSES. 


69 


1120.  Have  they  an  equal  rate? — I believe  they  have.  j0jlU  Mitchell, Esq. 

1121.  Then  a sailing  vessel,  for  every  voyage  a steam-vessel  performs,  makes  1- 

only  one  in  three  ? — I always  apply  the  same  principle  to  sailing-  vessels.  28  April  1845. 

1122.  That  is  only  to  pay  one-third  of  the  amount  they  now  pay? — Exactly, 
if  they  make  a certain  number  of  voyages. 

1123.  Mr.  Chapman .]  Is  it  not.  a great  object  to  the  owner  of  a vessel  to 
make  the  voyages  as  quick  as  possible,  and  have  not  those  voyages  been  much 
accelerated  by  the  establishment  of  a new  light  in  the  Swinn  ? — I believe  the 
Swinn  has  been  very  much  improved  by  that  light. 

1 1 24.  Where  formerly  one  of  the  steamers  was  obliged  to  anchor  and  remain 
all  night,  now  she  goes  on,  saves  all  the  fuel  and  all  the  expenditure  of  provi- 
sions, and  gets  so  much  advantage  in  point  of  time  beyond  what  she  would 
have  had  before,  owing  to  the  establishment  of  those  lights? — It  is  a very 
great  advantage,  and  ought  to  be  remunerated. 

1125.  Do  not  the  owners  of  steam-vessels  have  value  received  for  the  amount 
they  pay  for  those  lights  ? — Yes;  but  the  vast  number  of  voyages  bring  into 
operation  a principle  and  a practice  never  contemplated. 

1126.  Do  they  not  get  for  every  voyage  a corresponding  value  of  freight  ? — 

It  is  said  they  do  not  make  a corresponding  value  by  the  passenger-ships ; 
where  they  have  to  take  in  passengers,  they  must  proceed  if  they  have  only 
one;  consequently  they  run  a risk,  by  having  a fixed  day  to  sail  on  their  several 
voyages,  of  not  making  any  profit  of  freight. 

1127.  Independent  of  the  safety  of  the  ship  and  the  lives  of  the  passengers, 
is  it  not  a great  object  to  the  passengers  themselves  to  get  over  their  voyages 
as  quick  as  possible  ? — Unquestionably. 

1128.  Then  do  you  not  think  they  would  at  times  be  more  willing  to  pay  a 
little  extra  passage-money  to  obtain  that  advantage,  than  to  have  a long  voyage 
under  the  disagreeable  situation  of  being  obliged  to  anchor  and  stop  all  night? 

I have  not  the  slightest  doubt  of  that ; but  they  do  not  pay  it,  and  even  the 
fact  of  making  a statement  as  to  the  passengers  brings  forward  again  my 
argument  that  the  Government  ought  to  take  the  whole  of  the  lights  into  their 
own  hands,  and  let  the  public  generally  have  the  lighthouses,  and  the  passen- 
gers will  be  as  much  benefited  as  the  shipowners. 

1129.  Mr.  Duncan]  If  a steam-vessel  is  advertised  to  sail  on  a particular  day, 
is  she  obliged  to  sail  whether  she  has  a cargo  or  not? — That  is  the  principle. 

1130.  And  then  you  argue  from  that  that  there  should  be  a favourable  con- 
struction as  to  those  vessels  making  so  many  voyages,  seeing  that  they  may 
sometimes  sail  without  any  cargo  at  all  ? — Yes. 

1131.  Mr.  Mitcalfe. ] There  is  no  law  to  compel  them  to  go  on  a stated  day? 

— No. 

1132.  Do  they  adopt  this  mode  for  their  own  benefit  or  for  the  benefit  of 
the  public  ? — It  is  according  to  the  custom  of  the  trade,  supposing  they  find  it 
profitable. 

1133-  Do  they  go  on  in  the  expectation  of  its  proving  more  profitable  by 
sailing  on  a certain  day  ? — I have  no  doubt  of  that. 

1134.  Chairman.]  Do  you  mean  the  passengers  are  as  much  benefited  by  the 
lights  as  the  shipowners,  or  in  the  view  that  all  commerce  is  benefited  equally 
as  shipowners  are  by  these  lights  being  kept  up  ? — That  is  my  opinion ; there 
may  be  manufacturers  from  Manchester  going  to  the  Continent  to  sell  their 
goods,  and  they  may  be  just  as  much  benefited  in  their  personal  transit  as  we 
are  by  the  passage  of  our  ships. 

U35.  Then  you  mean  to  say  that  the  lighthouses  are  necessary  for  the 
whole  commerce  of  the  country,  to  the  Manchester  manufacturers  as  well  as  to 
shipowners  ? — Yes ; it  enables  them  to  go  on  parties  of  pleasure  to  the  Continent 
or  on  business. 

*136.  Sir  G.  Clerk. No  pilotage  would  give  it,  if  there  were  no  lights  011 
these  coasts? — I should  think  not. 


Jacob  Herbert,  Esq.,  called  in ; and  further  Examined. 

1 1 37-  Mr.  Somes.]  HAVE  you  prepared  a list  of  the  new  lights  that  have  been  J.  Herbert,  Esq, 

erected  within  the  last  seven  years  ? — I have  a list  of  that  description  in  prepa-  

ration,  and  had  hoped  to  have  been  able  to  have  brought  it  to-day,  but  it  is 
not  quite  ready. 

°-36.  1 3 1138.  When 
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1138.  When  you  do  bring  it,  perhaps  you  will  furnish  the  Committee  with 
the  expense  of  those  lights,  and  the  annual  toll  of  each  light ; the  first  cost  of 
the  light ; then  the  annual  expense  of  them,  and  the  passing  of  each  light  ? — 
Showing  also,  I apprehend,  the  surplus  or  deficiency  for  each. 

1 1 39.  The  deputy -master  has  given  us  an  account  of  the  surplus  of  the  whole 
lights  purchased  in  each  year  since  1837,  and  the  document  you  will  supply 
will  be  how  much  those  different  items  in  the  aggregate  is  for  the  new  lights? 
— I think  I am  not  defective  in  my  recollection  that  the  deputy-master’s  state- 
ment was  confined  to  the  produce  of  the  transferred  lights. 

1140.  Chairman.']  I think  we  have  before  us  an  account  of  the  gross  re- 
venue from  each  light? — Yes. 

1141.  We  have  an  account  of  the  ordinary  expense,  which  I have  divided 
into  eight  different  heads,  in  order  to  come  at  the  fact,  with  a view  of  saving 
trouble  and  examination  ; and  I think  part  of  my  inquiry  on  your  last  evidence 
was  to  ascertain  what  was  contained  under  each  of  these  heads  ; can  you  give 
■any  more  detail  of  the  particular  cost  than  you  have  already  given? — I think 
not. 

1142.  There  is  a statement  of  the  aggregate  number  of  entries  of  vessels  for 
which  light  dues  have  been  paid  to  the  Trinity  House,  under  the  head  of  Eng- 
land and  Wales;  the  full  number  of  entries  is  made  at  129,368,  with  a note, 
*c  The  above  number  is  the  aggregate  of  single  entries,  but  each  entry  necessarily 
made  four  times.”  What  do  you  mean  by  that? — There  is  a certificate  which 
is  delivered  to  the  payer  ; there  is  a counterpart  of  that  certificate ; and  there 
is  the  detailed  account  which  is  rendered  quarterly  to  the  Trinity  House,  and 
there  is  the  account  which  the  individual  retains  himself  for  his  own  in- 
formation. 

1143.  Is  the  Committee  to  understand  you  that  129,368  became  517,472? 
— Just  so. 

1 144.  All  entries  of  Scotland  there  are  put  down  at  9,946 ; are  they  in  the 
same  way  explained  ? — They  are  kept  in  precisely  the  same  way. 

1145.  Then  that  would  be  38,000,  the  account  for  the  entries  in  Scotland?— 
—Yes. 

1146.  And  12,103  entries  in  Ireland  would  be  exactly  48,412? — Yes. 

1147.  The  deputy-master  was  asked  whether  Parliament  had  any  right  to 
interfere  to  control  the  expenditure  of  the  Trinity  Board,  and  his  answer  was, 
none  whatever  ; can  you  state  to  the  Committee  whether  any  legal  opinion  was 
taken  by  the  Board  as  to  the  power  Parliament  had  to  interfere  with  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  Board? — No  legal  opinion  has  been  taken. 

1 1 48.  The  deputy -master  read  the  20th  section  of  the  6th  & 7th  of  Will.  4, 
which  he  considers  vests  in  him  and  the  Board  the  absolute  property  of  the 
lighthouse  dues,  and  that  Parliament  has  no  right  to  interfere;  to  consider 
it  the  same  as  private  property  : was  there  no  opinion  taken  with  regard  to  the 
bearing  of  that  clause  ? — No  opinion  has  been  taken  upon  the  subject. 

1 149.  Has  any  minute  or  proceeding  of  the  Board  been  entered  to  authorize 
him  to  make  that  statement? — No  minute  or  proceeding  of  the  Board;  the 
deputy-master  himself  laid  a minute  before  the  Board  in  which  a similar  view  is 
taken  of  the  subject  by  him,  but  no  minute  was  made  thereupon  in  concur- 
rence by  the  Board. 

1 150.  In  that  minute  no  notice  is  taken  of  the  North  and  South  Foreland, 
that  were  handed  over  and  transferred  from  the  Crown,  with  all  their  rights, 
to  the  Trinity  House;  did  that  come  under  consideration  at  the  time? — No 
reference  I think  is  made  to  the  Foreland  lights,  for  this  reason,  that  the  transfer 
of  them  took  place  prior  to  the  sitting  of  the  last  Lighthouse  Committee ; and 
I believe  I am  correct  in  saying  that  the  deputy-master’s  minute  lias  reference 
only  (except  in  the  early  introductory  part,  where  it  adverts  to  the  Foreign  Trade 
Committee  as  having  preceded  it),  and  applies  especially  to  the  proceedings 
of  the  Committee  on  Lighthouses  in  1834,  and  the  probable  future  proceedings 
which  would  take  place. 

1151.  By  the  second  clause  of  that  Act  the  public  pay  out  of  the  Consoli- 
dated Fund  300,000/.  to  the  Crown  for  their  rights  and  share  of  light  dues 
received  by  the  Woods  and  Forests ; was  any  consideration  taken  that  that 
300,000/.  was  to  be  transferred  to  the  Trinity  House  by  that  Act ; do  you  con- 
sider that  amount  also  is  transferred  as  private  property,  because  the  income 
arising  from  that  is  entered  ? — The  Trinity  House  knew  nothing  of  the  arrange- 
ment 
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ment  under  which  the  300,000/.  was  placed  to  the  credit  of  the  Crown  land 
revenues;  the  proceeding  is  recited  at  considerable  length  in  that  clause  of  the 
Act  of  Parliament;  and  after  such  recital  the  Act  proceeds  to  declare  that  all 
those  lighthouses,  with  the  entire  right  and  property  in  them  and  in  their  dues, 
shall  vest  in  the  Trinity  House. 

1152.  Does  the  Board  consider  that  the  Government  would  pay  300,000/. 
for  that  portion  of  the  light  dues  transferred  to  the  Trinity  House,  and  that 

neither  Parliament  nor  Government  should  have  any  right  to  these  lights  ? 

I am  not  authorized  to  state  that  as  the  opinion  of  the  Board. 

1153.  On  that  minute  being  laid  before  the  Board,  did  the  Board  come  to 
any  resolution,  affirmative  or  otherwise,  of  that  opinion  ? — There  was  no  measure 
taken  on  the  part  of  the  Board  whatever,  except  an  expression  of  their  thanks 
to  the  deputy -master,  for  the  trouble  he  had  taken  in  the  investigation  of  the 
subject,  and  in  placing  his  view  of  it  before  them. 

1154.  Then  that  minute  of  the  deputy-master  is  to  be  taken  only  as  his 
own  opinion,  not  having  received  any  approbation  or  sanction  of  the  Board  ? — 
Just  so. 

1155-  No  resolution  was  passed  by  the  Board,  further  than  thanking  the 
deputy-master  for  the  trouble  he  had  taken  in  making  it  out? — None 
whatever. 

1156.  Sir  G.  Clerk.]  The  fee-simple  of  the  revenues  of  the  light  dues  ; have 
you  included,  in  the  accounts  you  have  given,  a sum  showing  a payment  of 
1,200,000/. ; have  you  included,  as  part  of  the  debt  you  owe  for  the  purchase, 
300,000/.  which  was  paid  by  the  Consolidated  Fund  ? — We  have  not ; that  has 
never  been  considered,  and  I apprehend  never  could  be  considered  as  a debt 
due  from  the  Trinity  House. 

1157.  Chairman.]  Are  the  lighthouses  to  be  considered,  or  will  they  be  con- 
sidered, after  the  debt  incurred  in  purchasing  them  shall  be  defrayed ; will  the 
Trinity  House,  at  their  own  pleasure,  continue  to  receive  them  ; may  they,  with 
the  view  taken  of  it  by  the  deputy-master,  continue  to  receive  these  lights,  or 
will  Parliament  have  the  power  to  interfere  r — I apprehend  that  the  deputy- 
master,  in  stating  what  he  did,  meant  only  to  give  his  individual  opinion,  and  to 
state  that  opinion  with  reference  to  what  appears  to  be  the  positive  right  of  the 
Trinity  House  under  the  Act  of  Parliament ; but  I have  no  doubt  that  the 
deputy-master  had  in  his  mind,  although  he  did  not  feel  it  necessary  to  state  it, 
that  the  Trinity  House,  from  the  beginning,  I mean  the  period  when  the  Com- 
mittee sat  on  the  foreign  trade  of  the  country,  up  to  this  moment,  have  done 
as  much,  under  all  the  circumstances,  as  they  could  reasonably  have  been 
expected  to  do,  in  the  way  of  reduction  and  modification  of  the  charges; 
I think  they  have,  and  I have  no  reason  whatever  myself  to  suppose  that, 
whenever  the  time  arrives  for  the  reconsideration  of  the  subject  consequent 
upon  the  redemption  of  the  debt,  the  Trinity  House  will  be  found  more  wanting 
in  exercising  due  liberality  towards  the  public  than  they  hitherto  have  been. 

1158.  Would  not  the  Board  be  obliged,  on  the  requisition  of  an  Order  in 
Council,  to  make  such  reductions  as  that  Order  in  Council  might  point  out? 
— I cannot  read  the  Act  of  Parliament  myself  as  being  so  strictly  compulsory. 
The  word  used  is  not  that  they  “ shall  ” upon  requisition,  but  that  they 
“ may.” 

11.59.  The  deputy-master  when  asked  whether  the  opinion  he  had  expressed 
was  his  own  or  tlie  opinion  of  the  legal  advisers  of  the  Board,  his  answer  was, 
I have  no  doubt  our  legal  advisers  were  of  the  same  opinion  ; the  Committee 
wish  to  know  whether  any  case  was  submitted  or  any  communication  took 
place  to  warrant  that  answer,  as  the  opinion  of  the  legal  adviser  ? — There  has 
not  been  any  case  submitted,  certainly. 

3160.  Would  you,  as  secretary  to  the  Board,  have  been  in  possession  of  any 
resolution  or  any  copy  of  any  case  so  submitted,  if  such  had  taken  place  ? — 
I certainly  should. 

1161.  The  deputy-master  was  asked  in  what  way  the  specific  sum  of  24,000  L 
out  of  light  dues,  for  charities,  had  been  fixed ; can  you  give  any  explanation 
of  that  specific  sum  ? — That  sum,  or  thei’eabouts,  is  the  amount  distributed  in 
out-pensions,  exclusive  of  the  allowance  to  almspersons  and  the  maintenance  of 
the  establishments  of  almshouses;  that  being  the  sum  at  which  it  was  allowed 
to  remain  after  the  Committee  in  1834. 

°*3&-  14  1162.  Is 


J.  Herbert , Esq. 
28  April  1845. 
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1162.  Is  there  any  minute  of  the  Board  fixing  any  specific  amount?— I 
think  not. 

1 1 63.  Then  it  has  grown  up  and  arrived  at  that  amount  by  degrees,  and 
you  have  not  altered  it  since  the  last  Act  of  Parliament  ? — There  has  been  no 
alteration. 


Jovis,  1°  die  Maii,  1845. 


MEMBERS  PRESENT. 


Admiral  Bowles. 

Mr.  Chapman. 

Mr.  Duncan. 

Admiral  Dundns. 

JOSEPH  HUME, 


Mr.  Joseph  Hume. 
Mr.  Mitcalfe. 

Lord  Palmerston. 
Mr.  Somes. 

Esq.  in  the  Chair. 


Captain  George  Moore , called  in ; and  Examined. 

1 1 64.  ARE  you  a native  of  America  ? — No,  I was  born  in  England,  but 
I have  been  more  than  30  years  in  the  United  States. 

1 165.  What  are  you? — I am  a captain  in  the  American  service. 

1 1 06.  Plow  long  have  you  been  engaged  in  the  mercantile  service  between 
America  and  England  ? — About  23  years. 

1167.  In  regular  continuous  service? — Yes,  steadily  engaged  for  23  years, 
with  very  little  exception,  not  enough  to  name. 

11 68.  What  ship  do  you  now  command? — The  Plenrick  Pludson;  I have 
been  in  the  service,  but  I am  now  in  one  of  the  liners.  She  was  built 
expressly  for  this  trade. 

1169.  Can  you  state  to  the  Committee  what  light  dues  you  pay  in  America? 
— W e have  no  light  dues. 

1 1 70.  Are  all  ships  free  in  America,  that  have  reciprocity  treaties  ? — All 
free. 

1171.  Do  nations  not  having  reciprocity  treaties  with  the  United  States 
pay  any  dues  ? — There  is  an  exception  to  those,  but  what  the  exception  is, 
I do  not  think  I can  answer ; there  is  an  exception. 

1172.  English  ships  at  present  are  admitted  to  the  ports  of  the  United 
States  on  the  same  terms,  as  regards  light  dues  and  port  charges,  as  American 
ships  ? — Quite  the  same. 

1173.  Do  you  receive  the  same  reciprocity  in  the  ports  of  England  r — Quite 
the  same ; we  are  on  the  same  footing. 

1174.  Can  you  state  what  is  the  system,  and  how  the  public  lights  on  the 
American  coast  are  managed  ? — They  are  managed  by  persons  selected  by  one 
of  the  departments  of  the  general  government ; whether  it  is  the  home 
department  I am  not  able  to  say ; they  are  managed  under  their  direction,  and 
the  people  employed  are  paid  by  the  general  government ; that  is  the  term  we 
make  use  of  always. 

1175.  By <c  general  government,”  you  mean  a vote  of  the  Congress  of  Washing- 
ton ? — Yes,  the  Act  passed  by  both  houses  of  Congress  and  the  representa- 
tives ; in  that  way  the  Act  is  passed. 

1176.  Do  they  vote  money  for  the  building  as  well  as  maintaining  the  light- 
houses ? — They  do. 

1177.  Are  buoys,  and  beacons,  and  other  marks  requisite  for  entering  the 
ports,  equally  under  the  same  management  ? — Under  the  same  management ; 
they  are  all  employed  by  government. 

1 1 78.  Your  ships  are  not  charged  with  any  dues  for  beacons,  buoys,  or  lights  r 
— None  whatever. 

1179.  Can  you  state  what  expense  is  incurred  by  the  general  government 
for  the  maintenance  of  the  lights  ? — I have  a minute  of  the  appropriation  for 
the  last  year,  ending  the  30th  of  June  now  coming,  June  1845  ; the  Appropria- 
tion Bill  for  Lighthouse  Establishments  for  the  year  ending  June  1845,  is 

397,159 
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397,159  dollars,  and  89  cents;  this  is  appropriated  yearly  ; if  they  build  new 
lighthouses,  or  erect  new  lighthouses,  so  as  to  increase  the  expense,  then  they 
make  a new  appropriation  every  year ; the  amount  in  sterling  money  is  about 
89,361  l. 

1 180.  Can  you  state  how  many  lights  there  are  on  the  coast?— We  have  so 
many  lights,  I do  not  know  I can  exactly  state  the  number ; we  have  a °reat 
number  of  lights. 

1 1 Si . Your  lights  extend  from  the  Maine  to  Florida? — From  the  Marne  to 
New  Orleans,  to  the  mouth  of  the  River  Mississippi ; besides  we  have  floating- 
lights.  ° 

1182.  In  different  places  on  the  coast  ? — In  Long  Island  Sound,  for  instance ; 
from  Boston,  Nantucket  Island,  and  Long  Island  Sound ; it  is  a distance  of 
160  miles  ; these  lights  are  placed  on  each  side,  and  can  be  seen  within  about 
15  miles  of  each  other  during  that  distance,  so  that  we  never  lose  sight  of  the 
light  in  anything  like  common  weather. 

1183.  Does  the  department  take  charge  of  the  lights  on  the  lakes  also  ?— In 
the  same  manner  ; it  is  the  general  department  for  lights. 

1184.  Have  you  been  in  any  of  the  lighthouses  ?— I have  been  in  some  of 
the  lighthouses. 

1185.  Are  they  done  by  reflectors  ?— They  are  done  by  reflectors  principally. 
Our  lights  at  present  are  equal  to  any  lights  in  any  part  of  the  world  I have 
ever  been  in ; we  are  enabled  to  see  our  lights  at  a moment,  in  any  clear  wea- 
ther, when  they  come  above  the  horizon ; the  moment  they  are  brought  above 
the  horizon  we  are  enabled  to  see  the  lights,  and  no  lights  can  be  seen  further. 

1 186.  Do  you  consider  our  English  lights  as  good  as  your  American  lights  ? 
—I  consider  them  quite  as  good ; if  there  is  a balance,  I should  consider  it 
a little  in  favour  of  the  English  lights. 

1187.  Do  you  see  any  of  the  Scotch  lights  in  making  the  coast? — Not  in 
coming  to  London. 

1188.  Mr.  Chajmiaji,]  Are  you  aware  Commodore  Perry,  of  the  American 
navy,  came  over  here  a few  years  ago  ? — I am  personally  acquainted  with  him, 
and  I was  with  him  at  the  time  for  the  purpose  of  looking  after  the  lights ; 
since  that  time  our  lights  are  equal  to  English  lights,  or  nearly  so,  in  effect : 
the  lights  cannot  be  seen  before  they  come  upon  the  horizon. 

1189.  Are  the  Committee  to  understand,  since  Commodore  Perry’s  visit,  that 
the  American  lights  have  been  improved  ? — Decidedly. 

1190.  Chairman.']  Are  there  any  private  lights  distinct  from  what  are  called 
public  lights  ? — None  whatever. 

1191.  Are  there  not  many  lights  in  the  nature  of  harbour  lights  ? — Inside 
the  bar  of  New  York  there  are  three  lighthouses,  which  are  all  under  the  same 
arrangement ; 1 know  nothing  of  the  private  lights. 

1192.  Are  the  lights  there  considered  beneficial  to  the  commerce  of  the 
country,  and  therefore  maintained  out  of  the  general  fund  ? — That  is  the  way- 
in  which  it  is  viewed  in  the  United  States ; they  consider  it  as  a benefit  to 
landsmen  as  well  as  to  mariners,  and  on  that  account  a debate,  I believe,  took 
place  ; in  fact,  I know  it  was  so,  in  consequence  of  its  being  a public  benefit 
to  the  citizens  of  New  York  and  the  mariners,  the  city  of  New  York  deriving 
its  principal  support  from  our  vessels. 

1193.  Have  these  lights  been  maintained  since  the  Union  at  the  public 
expense  ? — I cannot  say  that  they  were  not ; I am  not  able  to  speak  to  the 
exact  time  when  they  came  under  the  direction  of  the  general  government. 

1194.  During  the  23  years  you  have  sailed  out  of  New  York  has  the  same 
system  continued? — The  same  system. 

1195.  At  what  period  did  the  debate  take  place  to  which  you  have  alluded? 
— I am  not  able  to  answer  that  question. 

1196.  You  have  no  recollection  as  to  the  time? — No,  it  was  before  I was 
captain  of  a ship. 

1197.  Mr.  Mitcalfe.]  It  is  not  within  the  23  years  ? — Not  to  the  best  of  my 
knowledge. 

1198.  Chairman.]  Have  you  port  charges  and  harbour  dues  to  pay  separate 
and  distinct  on  entering  the  port? — None  whatever;  our  dues  principally  are 
for  the  harbour-master ; the  harbour-master  is  paid  by  collecting  from  each 
•ship ; fle  is  the  person  who  berths  the  ships. 
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1199.  What  amount  of  charge  does  that  come  to  in  a ship  of  824  tons—? 
About  six  dollars. 

1 200.  Each  voyage  ? — Yes. 

1201.  Are  there  no  other  charges  you  have  to  pay  on  the  ship?— None 
whatever.  There  is  no  other  charge  ; we  have  no  tonnage  duty ; we  have  no 
charge  made  upon  the  property  of  the  shippers  by  the  government  of  the 
United  States. 

1202.  In  leaving  New  York  for  England  do  you  take  a clearance  at  the  cus- 
tom-house?— Always.  , . . 

1203.  Do  they  require  you  to  produce  your  receipt  from  the  harbour-master 
for  having  paid  him  dues  ? — No. 

1 204.  Have  you  no  document  to  produce  when  you  go  to  the  custom-house 
to  obtain  your  clearance  ? — None  whatever. 

1205.  What  time  is  taken  up,  when  you  are  ready  for  sea,  in  obtaining  your 
clearance  at  the  custom-house  ?— It  somewhat  depends  upon  the  nature  of  the 
ship’s  cargo,  otherwise,  as  regards  our  ship’s  papers,  it  would  not  occupy  above 
half  an  hour. 

1206.  Do  you  submit  to  them  the  manifest  containing,  and  the  amount  of, 
the  cargo  ?— No,  it  is  submitted  by  the  owner  of  the  property,  whoever  ships ; 
they  submit  a manifest  to  the  custom-house,  and  we  clear  our  ships  from  that 
manifest. 

1207.  Do  you  get  a copy  of  the  manifest  furnished  to  you  by  the  custom- 
house?— No. 

120S.  Do  you  bring  with  you  a copy  of  the  manifest  from  the  owner  of  the 
property  ? — No,  we  do  not. 

1209.  Do  you  come  to  England  without  any  manifest  r — We  come  without 
any  manifest. 

1210.  How  do  you  enter  here,  at  the  custom-house  r — In  general  we  enter 
by  manifest,  made  here  by  what  they  call  a sworn  broker,  a custom-house 
broker,  who  takes  our  manifest. 

1211.  You  keep  a list  of  all  the  cargoes  shipped  in  New  York,  or  wherever 
you  may  be ; you  keep  a list  for  the  ship  on  board,  do  you  not  ? — The  only 
list  we  have  for  entering  the  cargo  here  is  on  the  face  of  the  bill  of  lading. 

1212.  How  do  you  enter  the  cargo  coming  out  of  New  York? — In  the  mer- 
chant’s office  to  whom  the  ship  belongs,  whom  we  call  the  consignor  or  agent; 
there  is  a clerk  who  keeps  a list  of  the  ships ; we  go  round  to  the  shippers  the 
day  probably  before  we  clear,  and  we  tell  them  to  be  kind  enough  to  go  to  the 
custom-house  and  clear  their  goods.  It  is  cleared  by  the  shippers,  and  then 
they  are  put  on  to  the  manifest  after  that  is  done,  and  all  the  shippers  are 
there ; in  fact,  any  little  thing  that  is  not  in  the  manifest  they  overlook  it. 

1213.  Do  you,  as  captain  of  a vessel,  keep  a list  on  board  ship  of  everything 
)-ou  receive  ? — I do  not. 

1214.  Then  on  arriving  in  England  how  are  you  able  to  give  a statement  to 
the  custom-house  of  the  goods  you  have  on  board  ? — From  the  hills  of  lading 
handed  to  us,  which  we  sign  to  each  shipper. 

1215.  Then  these  bills  of  lading  are  the  only  lists  you  have  of  your  cargo  ? 
— The  only  lists. 

1216.  Chairman.']  Does  the  consul  at  New  York  sign  any  document  for  you 
to  bring  with  you  ? — None,  except  in  a sickly  sense,  such  as  of  signing  of  a bill 
of  health. 

1217.  As  regards  the  cargo  ? — None  whatever. 

1218.  Then  you  as  captain  of  a vessel,  or  owner  of  a vessel,  have  nothing 
whatever  to  do  at  the  custom-house  but  obtain  your  permission  to  depart, 
which  is  the  clearance  ? — They  always  give  us  a piece  of  paper,  a printed 
form,  which  they  call  the  clearance. 

1219.  What  is  the  nature  of  that  ? — It  simply  says,  “ The  ship  ITenrick  Hud- 
son, Moore,  master,  from  New  York,  bound  to  London,  with  a cargo  of  turpen- 
tine, flour,  tobacco,  &c.  &c.” 

1220.  Just  enumerate  a few  of  the  articles? — If  I have  6,000  barrels  01 
turpentine,  they  will  call  it  a cargo  of  turpentine ; and  if  I have  1,000  barrels 
of  flour,  they  will  call  it  flour,  tobacco,  and  so  forth. 

1221.  Do  you  deliver  that  paper  on  your  arrival  here  ? — Never. 

1222.  You  simply  show  a copy  of  the  bill  of  lading  which  you  have  granted 
to  the  shipper  to  the  broker  here,  who  makes  out  from  that  list  what  is  called 
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the  manifest,  to  be  delivered  to  the  British  Government  i — The  only  thine  we 
deliver  is  the  bill  of  lading  to  the  broker,  and  from  that  he  makes  out  a mani- 
fest, upon  which  we  enter  the  cargo,  which  manifest  he  makes  out  in  some 
corner  of  the  custom-house. 

1223.  Then  in  point  of  fact  a ship  leaving  New  York,  or  any  other  port  has 
no  paper  whatever  such  as  is  demanded  at  the  custom-house  in  England  for 
lighthouses,  port-charges,  and  other  expenses  ? — None  whatever. 

1 224.  Does  not  that  afford  great  facility  for  the  transaction  of  your  business 
as  master  of  a vessel  ?— Very  great  indeed  ; it  would  be  impossible  for  me  to 
get  through  my  business  here  in  as  short  a time  as  I do  at  New  York. 

1225.  \ou  have  stated  what  takes  place  on  leaving  the  port  of  New  York 
with  a cargo ; state  now  what  proceedings  take  place  at  the  custom-house  in 
London  on  leaving  with  a cargo  for  New  York?— The  custom-house  in  Lon- 
don demands  a cocket  note,  a stamp  note  or  a pricking  note  (it  is  called  by 
several  names),  according  to  the  articles  of  goods ; those  things  must  all  °-o 
through  the  searcher’s  office  at  the  docks;  he  examines  the  goods  to  see&I 
presume,  if  they  are  free  or  bounty  goods  ; that  cocket  is  marked,  and  sent  by 
one  of  the  messengers  to  the  custom-house ; we  go  as  near  the  time  that  we 
think  the  cocket  will  be  there,  and  if  it  should  have  happened  to  have  missed 
we  have  to  wait  until  the  next  day  before  we  can  clear. 

1226.  How  do  you  pay  your  lighthouses  ?— We  pay  the  lighthouse  dues  the 
same  as  the  Trinity  House. 

1227.  What  amount  of  light  dues  do  you  pay  for  your  own  vessel? — I have 
an  account  of  it  here. 

1228.  Just  state  what  it  is,  coming  in  and  going  out? — The  first  is  called 
tonnage  dues,  21.  11  s.  4 d. 

1229.  Is  that  a bill  of  charges  ?— -Yes ; the  Trinity  lights,  in  and  out,  for 
the  Hendrick  Hudson,  821  tons  British  measurement,  is  43 l.  Is.  3d. ; then 
they  have  an  extra  charge,  called  Channel  ditto.  This  is  a light  dues’ bill  of 
the  Wellington,  which  sailed  yesterday.  I have  not  one  of  my  own,  and  I find 
what  they  call  Channel  ditto,  are  Ramsgate  Harbour  dues. 

1230.  Mr.  Somes.]  Is  that  included  in  the  43?.  Is.  3d.'1. — No  it  is  not-  it 
is  a sum  of  3 s.  9 d.  for  what  they  call  Ramsgate  dues ; and  if  there  is  any  im- 
position upon  large  ships,  it  is  that,  because  we  cannot  make  use  of  Ramsgate 
Harbour.  It  is  a thing  of  a small  amount,  certainly.  I am  always  ready  to 
pay  a just  demand ; but  as  to  Ramsgate  Harbour,  I could  never  go  in  without 
a total  loss  to  my  ship. 

1231.  Chairman.']  There  not  being  a sufficient  draught  of  water  r We  draw- 

19  feet  6 inches  of  water.  It  would  be  a total  loss  to  my  ship  to  go  in;  she 
would  be  broken  up.  The  light  dues  are  always  governed  by  the  tonnage’.  In 
respect  of  these  light  dues  at  Ramsgate  they  charge  1 1.  9s.  3 d.  on  goin°-  in- 
ward; they  will  not  take  the  3d.  as  a payment,  and  they  charge  1 1.  9s.  6d.  in 
going  out. 

1232.  Mr.  Chapman.]  If  you  were  riding  in  the  Downs,  and  a gale  of  wind 
coming  from  the  southward,  and  there  were  a vast  number  of  small  vessels 
riding  round  you,  in  all  probability  nine-tenths  of  those  vessels  would  go  into 
Ramsgate  ?— In  a gale  of  wind  no  doubt  those  vessels  would  get  up  their  an- 
chors and  go  into  Ramsgate. 

1233.  Does  not  that  show  you  that  vessels  badly  found  might  break  adrift 
and  come  athwart  large  ships  and  do  a damage  ? — Small  vessels  in  the  Downs 
never  anchor  in  the  roadstead  where  we  anchor  with  large  ships,  and,  con- 
sequently, they  never  could  break  adrift  and  come  athwart  us. 

1234-  Do  you  mean  to  say  that  no  ships  which  anchor  to  the  southward  of 
yours  can  go  into  Ramsgate  ? — I understood  you  were  speaking  of  small  vessels. 

1235.  I am  not  speaking  of  vessels  so  large  as  the  Hendrick  Hudson,  but  of 
350  tons ; cannot  such  vessels  go  into  Ramsgate ; and  do  they  not  go  ? — They 
never  would  get  up  their  anchor  from  the  Downs  to  go  into  Ramsgate,  vessels 
of  350  and  400  tons.  Our  position  is  generally  what  we  call  the  Lower  Downs, 
well  downward  to  Walrner  Castle.  The  pilot  we  have  employed  for  the  last  13 
years  I consider  a very  efficient  man  indeed ; he  anchors  our  ship  there,  and 
his  excuse  is  to  get  out  of  the  way  of  all  vessels,  for  fear  of  their  coming  adrift. 
In  regard  to  Ramsgate  Harbour,  I have  very  often  asked  our  pilot  what  he 
in  case  our  large  ship  in  a gale  of  wind  was  to  break  adrift,  and  he 
said,  “ Rather  than  I would  attempt  Ramsgate  Harbour,  I would  put  her  on,  if 
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I could  set  out  through  the  Gull  Stream,  or  I would  run  her  on  the  beach; 

I never  would  attempt  to  go  into  Ramsgate  Harbour.  I would  prefer  lying 
beyond  Sanitate  to  going  into  the  harbour  at  Ramsgate. 

1236.  Chairman.]  'Then  you  consider  the  charge  for  Ramsgate  Harbour- 
grievous  and  unnecessary  ? — 1 would  almost  say  it  was  an  imposition,  though 
I am  ttnwilling  to  use  a harsh  term.  . 

1037  Then  as  regards  the  light  dues  charged  m England,  in  comparison 
with  those  charged  in  America,  you  consider  they  press  heavy  on  the  commer- 
cial shipping  ? — I do.  The  charge  we  have  to  pay  on  our  ship  and  for  12  others 
is  very  great,  and,  I am  sorry  to  say,  the  times  are  not  quite  so  good  as  they 
used  to  be.  The  amount  paid  to  the  Trinity  House  on  our  12  ships  is 
1,6201.  4s.  Sd.  . . 

1 23S.  Mr.  Chapman^]  What  is  the  pilotage  of  those  12  ships  in  the  course 
of  the  year  ? — The  amount  for  pilotage  during  the  last  year,  for  our  12  ships, 
is  1,5841.  4a.  3d. : we  consider  that  a very  great  item  of  charge,  not  paying 
any’ on  our  side.  We  also  pay  going  into  Portsmouth,  which  does  not  come 
under  this  charge,  an  amount  for  each  ship  161.  pel-  voyage. 

1230.  In  round  numbers,  then,  you  pay  from  1,8001.  to  2,0001.r — Yes. 

1240.  That  bears  upon  the  freight  i—The  owner  of  the  vessel  has  to  pay 

everything.  _ 

1241.  You  receive  freight  accordingly? — I wish  we  did,  but  I am  sorry  to 
say  we  do  not  always ; we  sometimes  make  hard  voyages  in  the  winter,  and  the 
balance  is  on  the  wrong  side. 

1242.  Chairman .]  Has  the  rate  of  freight  decreased  of  late  years?— It  has 
not  decreased  from  New  York  to  London,  but  from  London  to  New  York. 

1243.  Consequently  all  these  charges  become  heavy  upon  you? — Yes;  we 
feel  all  those  very  heavy  upon  us.  We  take  freight  as  low  as  8.?. 

1244.  What  kind  of  goods  do  you  take  at  8 s. ?— Heavy,  coarse  goods;  in 
fact  we  take  anything  at  the  lowest  rate  that  we  can  get. 

1 245.  Mr.  Chapman .]  With  all  these  charges,  is  it  not  a fact  that  ships  are 
increasing  in  the  packet  line,  and  finer  ships  ? — The  only  reason  how  we  are 
enabled  to  sail  those  ships,  is  in  consequence  of  their  increasing  tonnage ; if 
they  were  small  vessels,  as  they  first  were  in  this  trade,  we  could  not  sail  them 
now  ; hut  in  consequence  of  the  ships  carrying  such  very  large  cargoes,  and 
the  additional  expense  of  sailing  being  very  little,  we  are  enabled  to  do  it. 

1 246.  How  are  you  enabled  to  do  it  so  well,  that  no  British  ship  can  com- 
pete with  you? — In  the  first  place,  our  ships  are  sailed  with  fewer  men. 

1247.  Admiral  Dundas.]  Is  there  not  another  reason,  that  British  vessels 
are  only  allowed  to  carry  cargoes  that  come  from  British  colonies  ? — A British 
ship  can  carry  any  cargo  into  the  United  States. 

1 248.  Is  there  not  some  prohibition  ? — It  is  on  our  part ; we  are  not  allowed 
to  bring  certain  cargoes  from  New  York  to  London ; they  must  come  in  British 
bottoms,  but  not  in  ours : there  are  many  articles  we  cannot  bring  to  this 
country  in  our  bottoms. 

1249.  Mr.  Somes.]  You  cannot  bring  teas  ? — No. 

1250.  Chairman.]  You  cannot,  in  fact,  bring  anything  that  is  not  the  produce 
of  the  United  States  ? — There  are  some  things  we  can  bring,  that  come  from 
some  part  of  the  Bay  of  Mexico,  such  as  logwood. 

1251.  Admiral  Dundas.]  Are  you  aware  that  British  ships  are  not  allowed 
to  go  into  the  American  ports  with  anything  but  British  produce? — I am  not 
aware  that  they  cannot. 

1252.  For  instance,  a cargo  of  German  goods  is  not  allowed  to  he  shipped 
in  English  ships,  and  carried  to  America  ? — I presume  that  is  the  case. 

1253.  Is  there  any  duty  paid  on  the  landing  of  a cargo  by  the  merchants  in. 
the  ports  of  America? — I think  that  depends  upon  the  port  which  she  goes  to; 
there  are  private  arrangements  in  the  port  of  New  York ; a merchant  pays 
nothing  for  landing  of  a cargo  there,  hut  in  some  other  ports  ; it  is  a city  law, 
or  if  you  please,  a state  law,  that  comes  under  state  legislation  ; a sort  of  local 
law;  there  is  a charge  for  landing  a cargo,  which  would  be  called  here  dock  dues. 

1 254.  Are  there  any  other  charges  where  lights  or  port  dues  are  not  included.' 
— "W e have  no  light  money. 

3255.  That  you  speak  from  your  own  knowledge  of  the  port? — I know  what 
is  called  light  dues  comes  under  the  general  government ; there  in  the  United 
States  law,  the  general  law  which  affects  every  port  of  the  United  States. 

1256.  You 
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1256.  You  have  said  they  have  charges  in  some  ports ; are  they  light  dues,  or 
what  ?— For  the  landing  of  cargoes. 

1257.  Under  what  charge,  under  what  denomination? — For  wharfage,  but 
only  in  some  places,  which  enables  them  to  build  docks  and  private  wharfs, 
such  as  any  of  the  wharfs  in  the  River  Thames,  which  is  private  property,  and 
when  goods  are  landed  there  they  pay  wharfage. 

125 8.  Mr.  Somes.]  Are  those  wharfs  government  property  in  the  United 
States  ? — They  are  not ; it  is  private  property. 

1259.  If  it  is  private  property,  who  pays  the  expense  for  keeping  them  in 
repair? — Many  of  the  wharfs  in  the  city  of  New  York,  which  ought  to  be.  a 
criterion,  in  New  York  many  of  the  wharfs  are  private  property,  and  others 
again  we  call  belong  to  the  corporation,  that  is,  the  city  of  New  York,  and  no 
goods  whatever  can  be  landed  on  any  of  those  wharfs  without  paying  dock 
dues ; every  ship  pays  a something  for  lying  at  the  wharf ; it  is  the  ship  pays, 
and  not  the  goods. 

1260.  Mr.  Chapman.]  If  your  ship  was  empty  at  New  York,  and  a merchant 
offered  you  a certain  sum  to  bring  a cargo  to  London,  would  you  not  take  into 
calculation  your  pilotage,  your  dock  dues,  your  lights,  and  your  insurance,  in 
order  to  enable  you  to  ask  such  a sum  in  payment  of  freight  as  would  cover  all 
these  and  every  charge  attending  your  voyage,  and  leave  you  some  profit  into 
the  bargain  ? — That  is  the  first  thing  we  take  into  consideration,  and  we  find 
that,  as  regards  the  port  of  London  particularly,  the  charges  are  so  high,  that 
very  often  a freight  is  objected  to  be  brought  here  in  consequence  of  the  heavy 
port  charge  for  fights,  pilotage,  dock  dues,  and  insurance.  The  insurance  is 
low  upon  our  regular  ships. 

1261.  You  always  take  these  charges  into  calculation  as  coming  of  neces- 
sity ? — We  always  take  the  port  charges ; it  is  the  first  thing  we  look  at. 

1262.  And  you  obtain  a freight  accordingly? — We  should  leave  it  alone  if 
we  could  not  take  it. 

1263.  Does  it  affect  your  property,  making  a voyage  to  London  at  such  a 
very  high  price ; I mean  as  respects  the  freight  ? — Not  the  regular  packets ; 
they  are  obliged  to  run,  whether  freight  or  not. 

12G4.  Does  it  affect  the  other  ships? — I should  think  it  has  a tendency. 

1265.  To  diminish  the  general  trade  of  the  country?—  I should  think  so- 

1266.  Mr.  Chapman.]  It  leaves  the  field  open  to  you  ? — It  does  not  leave 
much  of  a field  open. 

1267.  Admiral  Dundas.]  Are  the  freights  of  steam-vessels  as  low  as  sailing 
vessels  ? — Not  so  low : the.  freight  they  carry  is  of  a finer  description  of  goods. 

1268.  Do  they  carry  passengers  cheaper  in  those  vessels  ? — The  passengers 
are  cheaper  with  them. 

1269.  They  have  hurt  your  trade  a good  deal? — They  have  hurt  us  a good 
deal  in  passengers. 

1 270.  What  amount  do  the  American  seamen  pay  to  the  fund  ? — Twenty-two 
cents,  a month:  a little  time  back  they  paid  nothing;  then  they  put  it  on 
again;  that  is  the  sum  they  are  in  the  habit  of  paying.  They  also  pay  a 
dollar  a voyage  to  the  hospital  for  themselves. 

1271.  To  the  hospital  at  New  York? — Yes;  we  have  probably  the  finest 
institution  for  seamen  in  the  known  world,  not  even  London  excepted,  to  my 
personal  knowledge. 

1272.  Chairman.]  Is  that  managed  by  contributions  from  ships  navigated 
by  all  the  states  ? — There  is  a law  of  the  legislature  of  the  states  that  each 
seaman  pays  one  dollar  a voyage. 

1273.  Mr.  Somes.]  Long  or  short? — It  must  be  foreign:  a voyage  ended, 
every  seaman  pays  a dollar,  and  I pay  a dollar  and  a half,  very  willingly. 

1274.  Chairman^]  Does  that  go  to  support  local  hospitals? — It  is  for  the 
entire  benefit  of  seamen,  and  no  one  else  ; all  merchant  seamen : for  instance, 
if  I should  have  a man  disabled  when  I get  home,  and  he  cannot  get  employ- 
ment, on  his  taking  a certificate  to  one  of  the  committee  they  receive  him  into 
the  hospital,  or,  in  other  words,  we  call  it  the  seaman’s  retreat : it  matters  not 
his  being  an  Englishman,  or  any  other  country ; so  long  as  he  has  made  a 
voyage  under  the  American  flag,  he  is  taken  care  of. 

1275.  Mr.  Somes.]  Are  any  pensions  paid  to  decayed  seamen  r — No. 

1276.  Suppose  a man  is  worn  out  in  the  service  r — This  is  the  place  for  him, 
if  he  is  in  the  port  of  New  York. 

0.36.  k 3 1277.  They 
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Capt.  G.  Moore.  1277.  They  do  not  receive  pensions  if  they  are  out  ? — No. 

1278.  Chairman.']  Are  there  any  similar  institutions  in  other  ports? — There 

1 May  1845.  arej  TjQt  none  equal  to  that  in  the  port  of  New  York. 

1279.  ^ an  Net  of  the  State  of  New  York  or  an  Act  of  Congress  ? — It  was 
an  Act  of  the  legislature  of  New  York  ; it  was  standing  for  many  years,  hut  like 
many  other  institutions,  the  money  went  into  another  direction  till  within  about 
14  or  15  years  ago,  and  your  humble  servant  was  one  of  the  first  that  caused 
an  advertisement  to  be  inserted  in  the  public  prints,  asking  where  the  money 
went  to,  and  shortly  afterwards  two  masters  of  ships  were  appointed  by  the 
legislature,  and  in  the  first  session  of  the  legislature  of  the  state  they  granted 
this  fund  entirely  for  the  benefit  of  seamen,  under  the  direction  of  two  ship- 
masters out  of  the  port. 

1280.  Mr.  Duncan.]  Is  this  dollar  a voyage  sufficient  to  maintain  that  esta- 
blishment ? — The  dollar  a voyage  from  the  seamen  and  a dollar  and  a half 
from  the  captains  is  sufficient ; they  have  an  increasing  establishment,  and  they 
own  100  acres  of  land  in  Staten  Island. 

1281.  Mr.  Somes.]  What  number  of  seamen  have  they  on  an  average?— 
They  sometimes  have  300. 

1282.  Chairman.]  Do  they  lay  on  a dollar  from  time  to  time  as  the  fund 
requires  it? — It  is  always  a dollar  a voyage  to  any  foreign  vessel,  and  it  has 
been  so  for  a great  many  years. 

1 283.  Admiral  Dundas.]  What  do  coasters  pay  ? — They  do  not  pay  anything. 

1 284.  Are  they  received  ? — Yes. 

1 285.  Have  you  a printed  copy  of  the  regulations  ? — No. 

1286.  Widows  and  children,  are  they  relieved? — No. 

1287.  Chairman.]  Do  you  know  any  institution  in  the  United  States  where 
the  widows  and  children  of  seamen  are  relieved  ? — There  is  a private  institu- 
tion of  that  kind  in  New  York,  but  no  public  one. 


Mr.  William  Just,  called  in ; and  Examined. 

Mr.  w.  Just.  1288.  Mr.  Duncan.]  WHERE  do  you  reside  ? — In  Aberdeen. 

1289.  What  is  your  occupation? — I am  manager  of  the  Aberdeen  Steam 
Navigation  Company. 

] 290.  Are  you  deputed  by  the  directors  of  that  company,  who  have  peti- 
tioned The  House  respecting  the  lighthouses,  to  attend  and  give  evidence  ?— 
I am. 

1291.  Are  you  prepared  to  support  the  allegations  in  that  petition  ? — I am. 

1292.  Were  you,  as  manager,  authorized  by  the  directors  to  present  that 
petition  to  The  House  ? — I was. 

1293.  How  many  ships  have  you  under  your  charge  as  manager  of  the  Aber- 
deen Company  ? — Five  steamers  and  six  sailing  vessels. 

1293*.  In  how  many  trades  are  your  vessels  engaged? — Three;  the  Aber- 
deen and  London,  the  Inverness  and  London,  and  the  Aberdeen  and  Hull 
trades. 

] 294.  What  amount  did  you  pay  on  your  vessels  last  year  for  light  dues  ?— 
£.2,900.  18 s.  8 d. 

1295.  What  is  the  aggregate  amount  of  tonnage  of  your  steam- vessels  ?-— 
2,181  is  the  registered  tons  upon  which  we  pay  light  dues. 

1296.  State  the  tonnage  of  your  sailing’  vessels  ? — I can  scarcely  give  the 
tonnage;  they  average  from  140  to  150  tons. 

1297.  Will  the  tonnage  for  your  shipping  this  year  be  increased  or  decreased  ? 
— The  tonnage  of  the  shipping  of  the  year  running  will  be  greatly  increased. 
In  addition,  we  have  taken  up  the  Inverness  and  London  trade  this  year ; and 
our  City  of  London  steamer  is  in  operation ; she  is  ICO  tons  larger  than  the 
vessel  we  ran  the  last  year. 

1298.  Can  you  state  to  the  Committee  the  amount  of  light  dues  paid  on  your 
steam-ships? — The  average  of  the  City  of  London  is  38?.  2s.  per  voyage,  out 
and  home ; I calculate  the  voyage  from  Aberdeen  to  London,  and  back  again 
to  Aberdeen ; and  the  lights  for  the  City  of  Aberdeen  steamer  are  34?.  11  s.  per 
voyage. 

1299-  Mr.  Chapman.]  Do  you  distinguish  between  one  portion  of  the  lights 
and  another  ? — I can  do  that.  For  Northern  lights  we  pay  4 d.  per  ton,  and 
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for  English  lights  8 d.  per  ton  per  voyage ; there  are  other  items  which  make 
the  total  charge  for  Northern  and  English  lights  Is.  0 id.  per  ton  per  voyage. 

1300.  Is  any  of  that  for  dues  to  the  town  of  Aberdeen? — I understood  this 
to  be  collected  for  the  lighthouses. 

1301.  You  state  that  the  Northern  lights  are  4 d.  per  ton? — Yes. 

1302.  And  the  other  lights  8 d.,  and  upwards,  for  one  passage? — Yes. 

1303.  Mr.  Duncan.]  Is  the  1 s.  Ohd.  you  have  stated  to  the  Committee  for  a 
passage  from  Aberdeen  to  London  and  back  to  Aberdeen  ? — To  and  from. 

1 304.  The  whole  charge  of  a voyage  from  Aberdeen  to  London  and  back 
is  Sd.  for  English  lights. — Yes. 

1305.  And  then  there  is  the  fraction  of  5 Id.  ? — Yes  2 id.  up  and  down. 

1306.  Taking  the  Northern  lights,  you  pay  2d.  outward  and  2d.  downward? 
Yes. 

1307.  Which  is  4 d.  on  the  complete  voyage? — Yes. 

1308.  The  other  items  making  up  the  difference? — Yes. 

1309.  What  Northern  light  do  you  pass  on  your  voyage  upwards? — We  pass 
the  Girdleness ; our  captains  generally  steer  from  that  lighthouse  to  Flam- 
borough  Head,  and  very  often  never  see  any  other  Scotch  light  till  they  return. 

1310.  What  distance  is  the  course  southward  from  Girdleness?— It  varies  very 
much  according  to  the  state  of  the  weather ; if  easterly  winds  set  in  the  cap- 
tains keep  off  to  sea,  and  if  westerly  winds  prevail  they  get  into  smoother  water 
by  keeping  in  shore. 

1311.  In  going  your  usual  course  with  steamers  are  your  captains  much  in 
the  habit  of  sighting  the  Bell  Rock  ? — I should  say,  perhaps  two  cases  out  of 
six.  I am  not  a seafaring  man  ; what  I know  is  merely  what  I have  heard  the 
commanders  of  the  steamers  say. 

1312.  Of  course  you  pay  the  Trinity  House  for  all  the  English  lights  you 
see  ? — Yes,  all  the  English  lights  we  pass  the}-  charge  between  the  Frith  and 
London. 

1313.  Are  all  the  English  lights  which  you  pass  of  service  to  you  ? — I have 
consulted  our  captains  upon  that  point  and  I remember  at  the  time  of  the 
erection  of  the  Cockle  Gatt  Light  they  said  it  Avould  never  be  of  any  use 
to  our  large  ships  in  going  up ; that  they  invariably  go  outside  unless  they 
have  daylight  to  carry  them  through  the  roads ; they  never  go  inside,  but 
always  outside,  unless  "they  have  daylight ; that  is  the  "explanation  I received 
from  our  commanders  upon  the  subject.  That  light  was  erected  the  28th  of 
December  1843. 

1314.  Are  there  any  other  lights  that  are  not  of  use? — Our  commanders 
have  told  me  that  they  always  steer  for  one  direct  point,  and  that  there  are  a 
great  many  lights  for  which  they  are  charged,  which  they  do  not  see  ; of  course 
I do  not  speak  of  my  own  knowledge,  not  being  a nautical  man. 

1315.  Admiral  Dundas.]  Are  you  sailor  enough  to  know,  if  a ship  is  dis- 
masted, or  any  accident  occurs,  that  the  lights  may  be  of  great  use  r — I have 
been  manager  of  the  company  for  six  years,  and  I never  knew  any  of  our 
steamers  dismasted  at  sea. 

1316.  If  a vessel  is  dismasted  or  disabled  by  accident,  would  not  the  Cockle 
Gatt  Light  be  of  great  use  to  enable  it  to  get  into  the  Yarmouth  Roads  ?— It 
depends  upon  the  situation  in  which  she  is  placed  ; if  she  is  outside  the  Roads 
she  could  not  have  any  use  of  the  Cockle  Gatt  Light ; her  course  would  be  to 
hold  out  to  sea. 

1317.  You  stated  just  now,  the  only  light  of  use  to  your  company  from  Aber- 
deen to  Flamborough  Head  is  the  Girdleness  ? — Generally. 

1S18.  Supposing  any  accident  occurred,  and  a steam-boat  was  forced  into 
the  Frith  of  Forth,  do  not  you  know  that  the  lights  there  would  be  very  useful 
to  her  ? — Yes. 

1319.  Mr.  Duncan.]  Are  your  steamers  in  the  habit  of  taking  the  inner 
passage  at  the  Yarmouth  Roads  ? — Only  in  daylight ; they  never  go  inside  unless 
they  have  daylight  to  bring  them  out  of  the  Roads  again ; if  it  was  getting 
nearly  dark  when  they  came  to  the  Roads,  they  would  not  go  in  unless  they 
thought  there  was  sufficient  daylight  to  bring  them  out  again. 

1320.  In  the  petition  you  have  laid  before  the  Committee,  you  complain 
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generally  of  tlie  charge  of  light  dues  on  your  steam-vessels  and  sailing  vessels ? 
Yes. 

1321.  State  shortly  to  the  Committee  the  ground  for  that  complaint?— 

I consider  that  the  coasting  trade  generally  should  not  be  charged  so  much  as 
the  general  shipping,  on  this  account,  that  their  freights  are  a great  deal  lower ; 
that  they  make  their  passages  more  frequently ; that  they  pass  in  direct  lines’ 
steamers  especially,  and  require  less  of  the  lights  than  sailing  vessels.  Of  course 
steamers  do  not  go  over  the  same  ground  as  sailing  vessels,  and  they  do  not 
get  so  much  use  of  the  lights,  therefore  I consider  that  in  respect  of  the  coasting- 
trade,  the  freights  being  a great  deal  lower  than  the  general  shipping,  and 
making  such  frequent  voyages,  that  they  ought  not  to  be  charged  so  much  as 
the  general  shipping.  But  in  regard  to  the  light  dues  generally  upon  all 
shipping,  it  is  our  opinion  that  there  is  more  revenue  at  present  collected  than 
is  absolutely  necessary  for  maintaining  proper  lighthouse  establishments  in 
the  United  Kingdom,  and  upon  that  point  more  especially  we  pray  for  redress. 

1322.  Is  the  trade  between  Aberdeen  and  the  east  coast  of  Scotland  gene- 
rally of  such  a nature  that  cargoes  by  steam-vessels  pay  equally  well  upward 
and  downward? — The  revenue,  I believe,  in  the  general  trade  to  London,  is 
considerably  more  upward  than  downward : I think  our  revenue  averages  one- 
third  downward  and  two-thirds  up ; we  call  it  up  to  London  and  down  to 
Scotland. 

1323.  Is  not  your  company  in  the  habit  of  advertising  their  vessels  a consi- 
derable period  before  the  time  of  sailing,  and  you  always  keep  your  time  as  far 
as  the  weather  permits  ? — Yes. 

1324.  And  you  sail  your  vessel  on  the  day  advertised,  whether  you  have  a 
cargo  or  not  ? — Our  advertisements  run  sometimes  for  two  months,  and  some- 
times three  ; we  make  up  a bill  of  sailing,  which  sometimes  embraces  two  or 
three  months,  mentioning  the  horns  at  which  we  are  to  leave,  and  we  generally 
adhere  to  the  time  within  four  or  five  minutes. 

1325.  From  your  knowledge  of  the  trade  by  steamers  on  the  east  coast 
generally,  having  at  one  time  had  the  management  of  a steam  company  in 
Dundee,  can  you  state,  from  your  own  knowledge,  that  frequently  cargoes  are 
so  very  small  on  board  the  steamers  that  they  are  not  equivalent  to  the  expense 
incurred  in  sailing  them ; state  any  instance  to  the  Committee  bearing  upon 
the  expense  chargeable  on  your  steamers  for  light  dues,  in  juxtaposition  with 
the  remuneration  paid  by  the  freight? — I would  mention  an  instance  that 
occurred  since  I came  to  London.  We  dispatched  our  steamer  “ The  City  of 
London  she  arrived  here  on  Monday  afternoon  at  six,  and  we  sent  her  off 
again  on  Tuesday  morning  about  six  o’clock,  and  all  the  freight  she  had  on 
board  would  not  exceed  6l.,  and  the  light  dues  downward  would  be  12/.  8s. 
The  vessel  was  sent  back  to  take  her  turn  in  Aberdeen. 

132(5.  Mr.  C'hajman.]  Could  not  that  freight  have  been  taken  by  your  next 
vessel,  when  you  might  have  sent  The  City  of  London  away  without  paying  one 
sixpence  ? — Decidedly ; I was  going  to  explain  that ; the  goods  were  brought 
and  put  on  the  wharf,  and  rather  than  disoblige  the  parties  by  keeping  them  a 
week  we  took  them  ; it  is  for  the  convenience  of  trade.  When  I went  down  to 
the  wharf,  and  our  agent  explained  what  he  had  done,  I said  I thought  it  was 
unnecessary  to  have  incurred  the  light  dues,  and  he  naturally  replied,  Well,  we 
could  not  keep  the  goods  for  the  next  steamer. 

1327.  Are  you  aware  that  if  you  send  your  steamers  without  goods  or 
freight  you  have  no  light  dues  to  pay  ? — In  ballast  she  pays  no  light  dues. 

1328.  Suppose  the  lights  were  put  out  for  a -week,  what  effect  would  it  have 
in  regard  to  your  navigation  ? — I am  not  a nautical  man,  but  I should  think  if 
the  lights  were  put  out  it  would  hazard  our  steam  shipping  ; we  should  not  like 
to  trust  such  property  at  sea  without  lights. 

. ] 329-  Have  you  made  a calculation  as  to  the  saving  of  time  by  the  exhi- 
bition of  those  lights? — It  is  almost  impossible  for  me  to  give  a correct 
calculation. 

i33°-  Ho  you  not  think  by  the  aid  of  these  lights  your  steamers  come  up 
much  sooner  than  if  they  were  not  there  ? — Of  course  ; in  the  night  time  they 
could  not  go  at  the  speed  they  do  if  it  was  not  for  the  lighthouses.  In  coming 
up  our  captains  generally  look  for  a certain  light,  and  they  go  on  rapidly ; they 
could  not,  however,  go  on  so  rapidly  until  they  get  hold  of  it. 

1331*  Are 
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133!.  Are  you  aware  that  the  Cockle  Gat  Light  was  expressly  established  at 
the  request  of  the  shipowners  of  the  different  seaports  ? — I remember  about 
the  time  of  the  light  being  erected,  that  I brought  under  the  notice  of  our 
directors  the  necessity  of  petitioning  against  it,  for  we  found  that  the  erection 
of  it  could  not  be  of  any  use  to  the  steamers. 

1332.  Did  you  petition  against  it  ?— No,  we  did  not;  but  I remember  the 
matter  was  under  consideration. 

1 333-  Admiral  Dundas.]  Have  you  been  charged  more  money  since  the 
erection  of  the  Cockle  Gat  Light  ? — I cannot  say. 

]334-  Are  you  aware  that  a vessel  sails  just  as  cheap  since  the  Cockle  Gat 
Light  has  been  there? — I cannot  say  ; I believe  it  has  been  the  case. 

1335-  Mr.  Chapman.]  Probably  you  are  aware  that  it  is  a veiy  short  period 
since  lights  were  established  at  the  Swinn,  at  the  particular  request  of  the 
steam-boat  company? — Yes. 

333b-  you  find  it  a benefit  ? — We  find  it  of  very  great  use. 

1337.  You. do  not  object  to  the  payment  of  that?— We  do  not  object  to  pay 
a fair  proportion ; but  we  think  upon  our  large  shipping,  considering  they  go- 
so  frequently,  and  the  sum  collected,  that  the  present  charge  is  really  more  than 
requisite  for  maintaining  the  necessary  lights. 

1338-  Supposing  these  fights  were  withdrawn,  and  you  were  obliged  to  anchor 
in  the  Swinn  all  night,  would  there  not  be  a great  loss  of  provisions  and  con- 
sumption of  coal  t — It  would  depend  very  much  on  the  time  of  our  arrival 
there. 

. 1339-  Could  you  sail  your  vessels  as  well  without  fights  as  with  them? — It  is 
impossible  for  me  to  answer  that  question  ; I do  not  think  it  is  at  all  likely. 

1340.  Then,  as  far  as  the  difference  you  would  have  to  pay  in  amount  of 
premium,  you  consider  it  so  much  saved  to  the  company ; if  you  pay  so  much 
less  in  the  shape  of  premium,  in  consequence  of  the  exhibition  of  those  fights, 
it  better  enables  you.  to  afford  for  the  payment  of  that  exhibition  ?— Decidedly! 
1 ha\e  no  hesitation  in  saying  that  if  we  had  not  those  lights  we  could  not  get 
our  steamers  insured  at  all. 

1341.  Chairman .]  You  do  not  come  here  to  object  to  the  lights;  you  come 
here  to  object  to  what  you  consider  a heavy  charge  for  unequal  fights  ? — Yes. 

134-2.  Mr.  Duncan.]  I believe  your  company  on  the  east  coast,  or  any 
other  company,  have  no  objection  to  pay  a reasonable  rate  for  the  lights,  nor 
nave  you  any  objection  to  the  mode  in  which  those  fights  are  now  con- 
ducted, except  the  expense? — None. 

1343-  You  have  said  you  are  of  opinion  that  vessels  coasting  ought  not  to 
pay  the  same  heavy  charge  for  lights  as  vessels  going  abroad  ; would  you  state 
if  it  is  in  your  knowledge  that  there  is  any  less  charge  made  for  any  fight  to 
coasters  than  to  foreign  vessels^? — I believe  the  Cumbray  Light  is  charged,  in 
cases  of  coasters,  one  halfpenny,  and  in  case  of  other  vessels,  a penny  per  ton. 

1 344-  Admiral  Dundas .]  Under  the  designation  of  coasters,  do  you  brin°- 
steam-vessels  ? — Yes. 

1345-  Mr.  Duncan.']  I have  in  my  hand  a Parliamentary  Paper,  No.  84,  of  the 
year  1843,  purporting  to  be  the  rates  and  payment  of  the  Northern  fights;  do 
you  consider  the  expenditure  of  the  Lighthouse  Board  a moderate  one  ? — 
I should  say  the  payment  of  2,650?.  11  s.  is  too  much  for  the  shipping 
establishment. 

1346.  How  do  you  consider  it  an  extra  expense  ? — I had  no  idea  they  could 
have  required  an  expenditure  of  2,650?.  for  a shipping  establishment  for  the 
conducting  and  carrying  stores  from  lighthouse  to  lighthouse. 

1 347 • Is  there  any  other  item  ? — There  is  a payment  of  900  ?.  for  the  engi- 
neer to  the  establishment ; I should  think  that  very  large.  In  our  harbour 
establishment  we  have  got  an  eminent  engineer ; I think;  his  salary  is  from 
250?.  to  300  ?. ; and  not  exceeding  300?. 

, 1 343.  Chairman.]  Are  you  aware  that  that  engineer,  to  whom  900?.  is 
charged,  has  charge  of  the  Northern  fights  ? — Yes. 

1 349-  Are  you  aware  of  that? — Yes. 

135o.  If  250?.  is  paid  for  the  management  of  one  fight  and  one  place,  do  you 
consider  that  900  ?.  is  too  much  for  the  whole  of  the  Northern  lights  ? — Our 
harbour  engineer  has  charge  of  all  alterations  and  improvements  of  the  har- 
bour, the  same  as  in  Dundee,  where  I believe  half  a million  of  money  has  been 
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Mr.  W.  Jmt.  laid  out ; the  engineer  there  at  present  1ms  only  300 1.  a year,  and  he  is  a very 

eminent  man.  ......  „ , 

i May  1845.  1351.  Admiral  Dundas.]  Is  900?.  including  Ins  travelling  expenses ?— No, 

I understand  he  has  1 /.  a day  travelling  expenses  after  this.  I see  also  here, 
though  not  a very  large  sum,  nevertheless  it  appears,  they  are  paying  Govern- 
ment on  a debt  of  5,250 1,  five  per  cent.,  and  they  appear  to  have  a sum  in 
the  hank  on  which  they  get  562?.  5 s.  10  d.  of  interest.  I should  think,  if 
they  were  paying  off  Government,  they  would  save  a little  interest ; certainly 
not  a great  deal,  but  there  would  be  a small  saving. 

1352.  Mr.  Duncan.']  Is  there  any  other  item  ? — There  is  a large  sum,  mis- 
cellaneous expenses,  1,800 1 ; I tlo  not  know  what  it  embraces,  but  that  is  a 
large  sum.  I know  our  accounts  would  not  pass  in  this  way  at  a general 
meeting ; this  is  not  charged  or  appropriated  under  any  particular  head. 

1 353-  You  know  very  well  that  an  item  such  as  that  would  not  pass  without 
explanation  in  your  account  ? — Not  without  some  explanation. 

1354.  Have  you  thought  of  any  better  or  more  economical  footing  on  which 
the  Northern  lights  generally  could  be  put,  so  as  to  keep  them  up  in  a decided 
state  of  efficiency  ?— I should  think  if  all  the  lighthouses  in  the  United  King- 
dom were  under  one  board  of  management  there  would  be  a saving,  rather 
than  keeping  three  distinct,  separate  establishments.  Or  if  in  the  hands 
of  the  Government,  it  would  save  all  the  expense,  of  collection,  at  least  a 
great  part  of  it,  and  he  a very  great  deal  less  trouble  to  the  managers,  as  well 
as  expense  in  getting  their  ships  cleared  out  at  the  custom-house. 

1 355.  Chairman.]  In  giving  an  opinion  that  the  whole  of  the  public  lights  of 
the  United  Kingdom  should  be  placed  under  one  Board,  have  you  formed  any 
opinion  as  to  whom  that  Board  should  consist  of?— No,  I cannot  give  any 
opinion  on  that  subject ; I am  not  qualified.  I think  experienced  seamen 
ought  to  be  introduced  into  lighthouse  Boards,  in  order  to  he  able  to  judge  of 
the  necessary  lights. 

1356.  Do  you  think  that  one  common  uniform  system  would  be  carried  out 
throughout  the  United  Kingdom  if  one  Board  directed  all  ? — Yes. 

1357.  You  do  not  form  or  offer  any  opinion  as  to  who  are  the  most  compe- 
tent parties? — No  ; practical  men,  I think. 

1358.  You  think  it  should  be  done  by  a Government  department? — Yes. 

1359.  And  under  the  charge  of  responsible  persons  ? — Yes ; it  would  he  the 
means  of  saving  expense  and  a great  deal  of  trouble  in  the  clearing  out  our 
ships,  and  free  us  from  the  perplexity  of  different  charges  for  lighthouses ; the 
Northern  lights  and  the  English  lights. 

1360.  As  manager  of  this  company  do  you  find  considerable  trouble  attend- 
ing the  keeping  the  accounts  of  the  lighthouse  dues? — We  are  obliged  to  be 
very  particular  when  our  vessels  arrive ; we  have  got  a clerk  who  attends  to 
the  clearing  ; before  we  can  commence  discharging  we  are  obliged  to  go  and 
clear  out  the  ships  and  pay  all  lights. 

1361.  That  applies  to  the  inconvenience  you  meet  with  at  the  Custom-house 
in  London  and  Aberdeen,  in  clearing  out  the  vessels  ? — In  London  we  are 
obliged  to  apply  to  a broker  to  clear  out  for  us,  none  in  our  establishment 
do  it. 

1 362.  Do  you  pay  a broker  for  doing  it,  in  London  ? —Yes. 

1363.  You  cannot  get  a clearance  of  the  vessel,  unless  you  have  a receipt  for 
the  lighthouse  dues  ? — No. 

1364.  Is  that  considered  by  the  captains  and  by  the  managers  as  a case  of 
much  trouble  ? — It  requires  particular  attention,  and  of  course  there  is  a little 
trouble  in  regard  to  clearing  out  and  attending ; I do  not  mean  to  say  there 
is  a great  deal  of  trouble. 

• 1 365.  You  wish  the  Government  to  pay  for  the  lights,  and  relieve  individual 
ships  from  the  payment  they  are  now  called  upon  to  make  ? — Yes. 

1360.  Is  that  the  opinion  of  the  whole  company,  in  forwarding  this  petition? 
— I think  you  will  find  it  is  so  stated. 

1367.  Mr.  Chapman. ~\  You  suggested  it  to  them? — I may  say  I (hew  out  a 
petition  and  read  it  over  to  the  directors ; they  concurred  in  those  Hews,  and 
they  authorized  me  by  the  minute  book  to  sign  it  for  them. 

1 368.  Chairman .]  You  signed  this  as  manager  ? — Yes. 

• 36 9.  What  I wish  to  know  is,  as  manager,  was  this  agreed  to  at  a meeting 
of  the  proprietors,  and  were  you  requested  to  come  and  support  these  allega- 
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lions  here  ? — Yes ; the  proprietors  appoint  a body  of  directors  annually ; the 
directors  met,  and  they  had  under  consideration  the  present  Lighthouse  Com- 
mittee sitting,  and  a petition  was  resolved  to  be  presented,  and  I was  authorized 
to  sign  it. 

1370.  Mr.  Chapman .]  And  you  state,  the  suggestions  contained  in  that 
petition  originated  from  you  ? — I suggested  the  idea.  I may  mention,  that  in 
reading  over  the  Report  of  1834  I saw  notice  taken  of  such  things  in  looking 
over  the  evidence,  and  it  struck  me  as  being  an  eligible  mode  of  conducting 
such  an  establishment. 

1371.  Admiral  Bandas.]  In  your  communications  with  the  shipowners  and 
managers  of  other  ports  of  Scotland,  do  you  find  the  same  opinion  exist  with 
regard  to  having  those  Northern  lights  amalgamated  with  the  others? — I have 
no  idea  as  to  what  they  may  think  the  best  mode  of  redress.  I know  they  all 
consider  the  present  system  a grievance  in  regard  to  the  amount  paid  by  their 
establishments.  Their  opinion,  as  well  as  ours,  is,  that  perhaps  by  establishing 
one  Board  they  would  lessen  the  expense. 

1372.  Chairman.]  This  petition  objects  to  the  applying  of  the  surplus  of  light 
dues  for  charitable  purposes ; do  not  many  individuals,  residing  in  Aberdeen, 
receive  pensions  from  that  fund  ? — I believe  some  do ; I am  not  aware  of  the 
number. 

i37o-  Had  you  that  under  consideration  at  the  time  you  made  that  com- 
plaint?— Yes. 

1374.  You  object  to  any  portion  of  the  light  dues  being  applied  to  other 
than  lighthouse  purposes  ? — Decidedly : we  have  no  objection  to  pay  for  the 
poor,  and  are  directly  assessed  for  them  ; we  like  to  do  it  voluntarily ; we  are 
charged  for  light  dues,  and  instead  of  keeping  up  lighthouses,  the  greater 
part  of  the  sums  charged  is  appropriated  to  the  maintenance  of  poor  persons. 
We  have  to  pay  local  taxes  for  the  poor. 

1375.  Are  you  aware  from  the  paper  that  you  have  looked  at  from  Scotland, 
that  no  portion  of  the  surplus  fees  paid  in  Scotland  are  applied  to  any  chari- 
table pui-poses  r — The  Northern  lights  maintain  the  superannuated. 

1376.  Those  are  the  servants  of  the  establishment? — That  is  perfectly 
right. 

1377.  Is  the  Committee  to  understand,  if  it  should  be  thought  necessary  to 
raise  money  for  paying  decayed  seamen,  and  their  widows  and  children,  that 
you  would  not  object  to  its  being  done  privately,  as  a distinct  charge,  and 
levied  for  the  purpose  ? — Decidedly  not ; if  necessary,  we  are  willing  to  join 
with  others  to  pay  any  necessary  sum  for  the  support  of  the  poor. 

1378.  Your  objection  is,  that  money  should  be  levied  from  the  shipping  for 
light  dues,  and  applied  to  charitable  purposes  ? — Yes. 

1379.  Admiral  Dnudas.]  You  pay  to  the  Merchant  Seaman’s  Fund  now? — 
No,  the  seamen  pay  6d. ; they  pay  on  board  all  our  ships.  I think  it  is  3d.  a 
week  ; 6d.  for  the  complete  voyage  once  in  a fortnight. 

1380.  Chairman.]  You  have  no  objection  to  pay  money  to  a charitable 
purpose,  knowing  the  fund  to  which  it  goes  ? — Decidedly  not. 

13S1.  Admiral  Dundas.]  And  if  that  fund  was  not  sufficient,  you  would  add 
to  it  from  your  ships  ? — I have  no  hesitation  in  saying  our  directors  would  do 
anything  necessary  in  the  shape  of  contribution  to  the  poor,  and  are  very  glad 
to  pay  it ; and  we  do  not  find  at  all  any  fault  with  regard  to  the  appropriation 
of  the  money,  if  we  know  where  it  is  going  ; but  collecting  a sum  of  money  fox- 
lighthouses  and  paying  it  to  the  poor,  when  we  do  not  know  where  it  is  going, 
is  what  we  object  to  ; we  want  to  know  what  we  are  paying-  for  lights. 

1382.  Mr.  Mitcalfe .]  Are  you  in  a situalion  to  answer  for  the  company, 
that  if  there  is  any  specific  payment  required  hereafter  for  the  Seaman’s  Fund, 
that  it  will  be  afforded  ? — I have  no  hesitation  in  saying,  that  for  any  necessary 
support  money  will  be  freely  given ; they  will  be  happy  to  contribute. 

1 383.  You  have  been  asked  in  the  former  part  of  your  evidence,  whether  you 
would  save  much  in  your  premiums  of  insurance  by  the  use  of  those  lights, 
and  your  reply  was,  you  would  do  so  ; do  you  consider  that  is  any  reason  why 
you  should  be  charged  more  money  than  will  maintain  the  light  ? — No,  I should 
n°t  think  so  ; we  require  lights,  and  we  get  our  vessels  insured  after  those 
lights  are  established,  so  that  anything  charged  over  and  above  the  necessary 
expense  of  keeping  up  those  lights  from  the  shipping,  I consider  to  be  uncalled 
for  and  too  much. 
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13S4.  In  that  case  the  Trinity  House  would  get  a profit  of  your  shipping 
insurance  instead  of  the  shipowner? — We  pay  for  lights  now  ; if  we  had  no 
lights  I do  not  think  we  should  get  insured  at  all. 

1385.  In  fact  you  do  not  at  present  derive  the  profit  from  the  insurance 
that  might  be  expected,  if  you  pay  more  than  maintains  the  due  efficiency  of 
the  lights  ?— I consider  that  our  present  insurance  is  paid  under  a lighthouse 
establishment ; that  if  they  were  not  in  existence,  we  would  have  to  pay 
higher  premiums. 

1386.  Mr.  Duncan.]  You  have  no  objection  to  the  bom.  fide  expense  of  the 
lights,  but  you  object  to  pay  certain  sums  of  money  that  are  laid  out  for 
charities  or  otherwise ; you  think  that  is  a burthen  on  the  shipping  interest 
that  ought  not  to  be  levied  ’—Decidedly. 

1387.  Are  you  aware  of  the  amount  levied  at  the  port  of  Aberdeen  in  1844, 
for  the  Northern  lights  ? — I am  not  aware  of  it ; I think  I have  seen  a Return 
of  the  Northern  lights,  but  I am  not  sure. 

1388.  From  the  R-eturn  now  laid  on  the  table,  the  amount  levied  for  the 
Northern  lights  is  2,718 l.  17  s.  8 d.  in  the  year  ending  1843;  in  the  year 
1833  the  sum  levied  at  the  same  port  was  1,851 1.  3 s.  4d.,  making  a difference 
between  the  period  of  1833  and  1834,  of  an  increase  of  1,867  l 14*.  4 d. ; has 
there  been  any  less  charge  made  upon  the  Northern  lights  for  the  shipping  of 
Aberdeen  since  1833  ?— Not  that  I am  aware  of;  I have  only  been  six  years 
there. 

1389.  But  during  the  six  years  you  have  been  there,  which  you  speak  to,  has 
there  been  a less  sum  charged,  seeing  that  a surplus  of  1,867  l 14*.  4rf.  has 
been  levied  on  shipping  at  the  port  of  Aberdeen  for  the  Northern  lights?— The 
charge  is  the  same  for  six  years. 

1390.  I find  that  2,718  l.  17  *.  8 d.,  as  already  stated,  is  collected  at  Aberdeen 
for  the  year  1843,  on  which  a commission  of  145  l.  19  s.  2 d.  is  paid  to  the 
collector;  can  you  state  who  receives  this  145  l.  19*.  2d.} — The  collector  of 
light  dues. 

1391.  Who  is  the  collector  of  the  light  dues  at  Aberdeen  ? — The  collector  of 
the  customs. 

1392.  Chairman.]  What  is  the  name  of  the  collector  of  light  dues;  who  is 
the  actual  collector  7 — Mr.  Lyall  takes  our  money. 

1393.  Who  is  he  ? — He  is  a clerk  in  the  custom-house. 

1394.  Does  he  belong  to  the  custom-house  establishment  ? — Yes. 

1395.  Is  he,  to  your  knowledge,  a clerk  in  the  establishment,  or  employed 
by  the  collector  extra  for  the  purpose  ? — He  is  a clerk  in  the  establishment  of 
■the  custom-house. 

1 396.  Mr.  Duncan .]  He  receives  a salary  for  being  a clerk  in  the  custom- 
house ? — Yes. 

1397.  And  he  is  virtually  the  person  who  receives  the  money? — Yes,  to 
whom  the  money  is  paid. 

1398.  Chairman.]  What  do  you  consider  a clerk  ought  to  receive  for  col- 
lecting the  light  dues? — I should  be  glad  to  do  it  for  50  l.  a year. 

1399.  Mr.  Chapman.]  Would  you  be  enabled  to  give  good  security  ? — Per- 
fectly good  security.  I would  be  glad  to  undertake  it  myself,  and  give  any 
security  for  the  payment. 

1 400.  Chairman.]  At  two  per  cent.  ? — At  half  the  amount. 

1401.  Two  and  a half  per  cent.  ? — Yes;  of  course,  when  X speak  of  doing  it 
myself,  I wish  to  be  understood,  that  if  I had  no  other  engagements  I should 
be  very  glad  to  do  it  for  half. 

1402.  Do  you  consider  five  per  cent,  paid  to  the  collector  is  extravagant r— 
I should  think  it  too  much,  to  the  extent  of  one-lialf. 

3403.  Mr.  Chapman. ] For  that  remuneration  of  two  and  a half  per  cent,  you 
would  he  willing  to  devote  so  much  of  the  day  as  would  enable  you  to  be  at  the 
custom-house  for  the  receipt  of  those  light  dues  during  custom-house  hours, 
abstracted  from  all  other  business  ? — I was  going  to  explain,  that  the  party  pay- 
ing would  require  to  call  at  another  office ; I could  not  get  to  the  custom-house 
and  attend  to  other  duties. 

1404.  Chairman .]  Do  you  mean  that  a clerk  or  a competent  person  should 
be  at  a fixed  place  conveniently  for  the  shipping  at  all  hours  ; the  custom-house 
to  receive  it  ? — Decidedly,  a party  could  be  got  to  do  it  for  half  the  money. 

1405.  Mr.  Chapman.]  Who  would  give  security  ? — Perfect  security. 

1406.  r°r 
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1406.  For  70 1.  a year  ?—  No  doubt  of  it.  Mr.  IV.  J-Mt. 

1407.  Mr.  Duncan.]  I liave  already  alluded  to  your  being  manager  of  tlie  

Steam  Company  at  Dundee ; from  your  knowledge  of  the  trade  from  Aber-  1 May  1845. 
deen  to  London,  I suppose  you  have  no  hesitation  in  stating  to  this  Committee 

•you  think  the  evidence  stated  here  to-day  as  regards  Aberdeen  is  equally 
applicable  to  the  port  of  Dundee  ?— Yes. 

1408.  Does  the  same  objection  apply  to  the  trade  from  Dundee,  as  you  make 
to  the  trade  from  Aberdeen  and  other  ports? — Yes. 

1409.  Does  the  objection  you  have  now  made  with  regard  to  this  charge 
apply  equally  to  the  trade  of  Dundee  ? — From  my  knowledge  of  the  trade, 
having  been  manager  of  the  Dundee  Steam  Company,  I have  no  hesitation  in 
saying  they  do. 

1410.  Chairman.]  How  long  have  you  been  manager  of  that  company? — 

Four  or  five  years. 

1411.  You  consider  the  same  objection  you  urged  for  the  Aberdeen  Com- 
pany applicable  to  the  Dundee  ? — Yes  ; I do  not  think  to  the  same  extent : our 
ships  are  larger,  but  proportionately  the  same. 

1412.  In  your  estimation  of  this  great  question,  you  of  course  have  consi- 
dered and  have  made  yourself  master  of  all  the  circumstances  relating  to  light 
dues  from  Aberdeen  to  London? — Yes. 

1413.  Let  me  ask  you  if  you  know  the  number  of  the  Northern  lights  your 
vessels  pay  for,  and  the  number  of  other  lights  they  pay  for  in  the  passage 
out? — The  Northern  lights  are  charged  so  much  per  ton. 

1414.  I ask  you  the  number  you  pass? — We  pass  the  Girdlestone  Light- 
house. 

1415.  On  the  line  of  coast  you  pass,  how  many  Northern  lighthouses  are 
there  ? — The  Girdlestone  Lighthouse  and  the  Bell  Rock  Lighthouse. 

141G.  How  many  other  lights  do  you  pass? — Somewhere  about  24  in  all, 

.and  the  two  Northern  lights. 

1417.  Mr.  Duncan.]  You  have  no  occasion  to  make  use  of  all  those  lights  ? 

— In  one  voyage  it  is  almost  impossible  to  make  use  of  the  whole ; we  run  in 
straight  lines  in  our  different  voyages,  and  therefore  they  may  not  all  be 
required. 

141 8.  Chairman.]  In  your  petition  you  state  that  the  shipping  of  the  country 
ought  to  be  relieved  from  all  local  taxes  that  are  not  absolutely  necessary  for 
the  service  for  which  it  is  ostensibly  levied ; what  tax  do  you  allude  to  in  this  ? 

— More  particularly  to  the  tax  for  lights. 

141  g.  Are  there  any  others? — There  is  nothing  I can  speak  to  particularly 
at  present. 

1420.  Have  you  any  other  suggestion  to  offer,  either  in  the  way  of  complaint 
to  make,  or  any  suggestion  to  offer  on  the  part  of  the  trade  of  Aberdeen  ? — 

There  is  nothing  particular,  only  I should  not  like  to  go  away  without  saying 
that  I consider  the  lighthouse  establishments  very  efficient  so  far  as  they  are 
required  ; the  lights,  so  far  as  I am  able  to  judge,  from  hearing  the  commanders 
as  well  as  others  speak,  are  uncommonly  well  kept,  and  very  efficient  for  the 
purpose,  but  too  much  is  now  being  charged  for  them. 

1421.  Admiral  Dtmdan.]  Are  the  lighthouses  improved  within  the  last  six 
years  that  you  have  been  upon  the  coast? — I have  not  heard  the  commanders 
remark  anything  about  improvements ; they  are  always  speaking  of  them  in 
very  the  highest  terms  of  approbation  ; well  kept,  and  very  efficient.  We  wil- 
lingly would  pay  a fair  charge  for  them. 


Alan  Stevenson,  Esq.  called  in ; and  Examined. 

1422.  ARE  you  the  Engineer  to  the  Northern  Lights  ? — I am. 

1423.  How  long  have  you  been  in  that  situation? — I was  appointed  on  the 
14th  January  1843. 

1424.  Did  you  succeed  your  father? — I did. 

1425.  How  long  were  you  employed  as  an  assistant  with  him? — Since  182S 
-or  1829. 

1426.  Has  the  entire  management  of  the  lights  in  all  the  executive  depart- 
ments devolved  on  you  since  you  were  appointed  ? — It  has. 

1427.  Has  any  other  individual  been  employed  besides  yourself  in  directing 
any  of  these  works  ? — No ; in  the  instance  of  Skerry vore,  the  opinion  was 

0.36.  i,  3 asked 
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A.  Sievevson.  Esq.  asked  of  two  engineers  merely  as  to  whether  the  lighthouse  should  be  of  stonp 
or  metal. 

i May  1845.  1428.  In  all  the  other  arrangements  you  are  the  person  employed? — Yes 

1 429.  Do  you  make  the  plans  for  the  Board  r — I do. 

1430.  Are  you  the  person  to  select  assistants  to  act  under  you  in  super- 
intending the  buildings,  and  also  in  other  departments  ? — Yes. 

1431.  Do  you  make  any  charge  for  the  plans,  or  have  you  any  other  account 
beyond  the  salary  of  900 1.  a year  which  you  receive  ? — No  other  charges,  with 
the  exception  of  a guinea  a day  which  is  allowed  me  while  I am  on  my  annual 
inspection. 

1432.  By  your  annual  inspection,  do  wre  understand  that  you  visit  the  light- 
houses under  the  Northern  lights  management,  once  a year? — Yes.  -a 

1433.  Will  you  state  to  the  Committee  generally  what  are  the  duties  of  your 
situation,  and  if  there  is  any  commission  appointing  you,  have  the  goodness  to 
state  it  ? — The  full  detail  of  the  statements  of  my  duty  lias  been  furnished  to 
the  Committee,  being  part  of  the  bye-laws  and  regulations  of  the  Board. 

1 434.  Is  there  any  particular  instructions  that  you  receive  when  you  are 
appointed  ? — I received  a minute  of  the  Board,  charging  me  with  the  lights, 
and  appointing  me  to  the  office  of  engineer,  and  referring  me  to  certain  bye- 
laws as  containing  a list  of  my  duties,  which,  by  the  permission  of  the  Com- 
mittee, I will  read.  This  is  a copy  of  the  bye-laws : ( hands  it  in.) 


The  duties  of  the  engineer,  generally,  shall  be, 

1st.  To  make  all  surveys  connected  with  the  lighthouse  service  in  every  department 
either  with  a view  to  the  erection  of  new  lighthouses,  beacons,  or  other  works,  placing  of 
new  buoys,  or  the  execution  of  repairs  or  alterations  of  the  existing  establishments. 

2d.  To  make  and  execute  the  designs  of  new  works,  to  furnish  the  requisite  plans  and  spe- 
cifications, and  superintend  their  erection. 

3d.  To  ascertain  and  cause  to  be  executed  the  required  improvements  and  repairs  on  the 
lighthouses  already  erected. 

4th.  To  prepare,  for  the  consideration  of  the  Commissioners,  the  report  of  the  principal 
alterations  and  improvements  (if  any),  which  is  directed  annually  to  be  laid  before  Parlia- 
ment. This  is  to  be  laid  before  the  Commissioners  one  month  previous  to  its  presentation 
to  Parliament. 

5 th.  To  provide  the  estimated  stores  for  the  use  of  the  lighthouses,  which  is  done  by 
sealed  tenders  as  far  as  practicable,  and  to  distribute  these  to  the  different  stations. 

6th.  To  regulate  and  superintend  the  lighthouse  establishments  at  the  different  stations. 

7 th.  To  superintend  the  shipping  department. 

. To  conduct  the  correspondence  with  the  different  lighthouse  establishments ; to  call 
m all  the  accounts  incurred  in  the  department,  examine  them,  compare  them  with  the 
orders  given,  certify  them  5 to  try  the  calculations  and  check  them,  as  also  t.o  allocate  them 
to  the  branch  of  the  service  to  which  they  belong. 

9th  . To  keep  the  requisite  books  and  accounts  of  the  distribution  of  the  stores,  so  as  to 
show  the  expense  of  maintaining  each  establishment. 

_ 10th.  To  keep  a register  of  all  the  harbour  lights  on  tlie  coast,  and  of  any  changes  made 
m their  character  and  position. 

llth.  To  -visit  all  the  lighthouse  establishments  once  every  year,  and  iu  the  month  of 
J anuary,  annually,  to  report  their  state  during  the  past  year,  and  their  reel  uimuents  for  the 
ensuing  year,  to  the  Commissioners.  1 

12th.  To  submit  to  the  Board  the  names  of  applicants  to  {ill  all  inferior  stations  in  his 
department  or  m the  shipping  department;  along  with  the  names  of  the  candidates,  their 
respective  certificates  and  testimonials  shall  bo  laid  before  the  Hoard. 

13th.  All  lightkeepers  areinthe  department,  and  under  the  suiicriiite’ndeiiceof  the  engineer, 
who  is  responsible  for  their  observance  of  the  rules  and  instructions  from  time  to  time  issued 
tor  their  direction,  and  also  for  their  general  good  conduct. 

14.  In  case  of  neglect,  disobedience  or  other  serious  fault,  the  engineer  1ms  power  to 
suspend  any  hghtkeeper  or  other  officer  in  this  department  • but  he  shall  forthwith  report 
A° +thev  Co.mm?ssloners,  hY  whom  they  shall  be  considered,  and  the  offending 
party  subjected  to  dismissal,  or  such  punishment  as  the  offence  may  merit. 

englileer,tQ  discharge  his  duties,  he  is  allowed  the  assistance  of 
l P ® y uame.  1 J k!s  department,  and  though  their  duties  are  hereinafter 
of  the  eno-in^J  ?ei'ebJ  mten<?ed  to  hunt  their  duties,  but  they  shall  act  under  the  orders 
of  the  engmeei  m any  other  matters  from  rime  to  time  required  of  them. 

from  tinmtnW  fi ? J a“  ann”al  *um  to  Provide  such  further  assistance  as  he  may 

horn  time  to  time  find  to  be  requisite  for  the  efficient  discharge  of  his  duties. 

that  sum  of  money  which  is  allowed,  you  are  only  to  expend  and 

tho  nSl  6 f1  ?m0Unt  which  y°u  expend  on  those  establishments  ?— Only 
the  actual  amount ; I must  produce  a voucher  for  all  sums 

thest\yedrsrUIWe.y°Ur  apP°intmeQt  perfonned  all  the  duties  stated  in 


1437. 


Who 
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1437.  Who  are  the  Board  under  whom  you  have  acted;  can  you  give  the 
names  ? — There  is  a return  of  the  names  which  has  already  been  laid  before 
the  Committee : the  sheriffs  of  the  maritime  counties  of  Scotland ; the  Lord 
Provost  and  first  bailie  of  Edinburgh,  and  also  of  Glasgow ; the  Provosts  of 
Aberdeen,  Campbeltown,  and  Inverness ; the  sheriffs  of  Argyle,  Orkney  and 
Shetland,  Aberdeen,  Kincardine,  Ross,  Caithness,  Bute,  Ayr,  Sutherland,  Forfar, 
Edinburgh,  Fife,  Wigtown,  Kirkcudbright,  Bute,  Renfrew,  and  Inverness,  and 
the  Lord  Advocate  and  Solicitor-general  of  Scotland. 

1438.  Are  there  any  naval  men,  captains  or  otherwise,  connected  with  the 
sea  ? — Not  one. 

1439.  Have  any  of  tliein  been  in  service  ? — No,  only  incidentally ; it  so  hap- 
pens that  one  of  the  commissioners  was  formerly  in  the  navy. 

1440.  What  is  the  name  of  the  commissioner  r — The  sheriff  of  Edinburgh, 
Mr.  Speirs. 

1441.  Are  there  any  bills  sent  in  to  the  Board  by  engineers  for  any  work 
done  in  relation  to  the  lighthouses  ?— No ; excepting  in  the  matter  of  the 
Skerry v ore,  already  noticed. 

1442.  Is  there  any  commission  charged  by  you  for  superintending  any  works 
that  are  going  on  r — No. 

1443.  Have  you  superintended  the  new  works  which  have  been  completed 
since  you  were  appointed  ? — I have  ; the  Skerryvore  was  completed  under  my 
direction,  before  my  appointment  as  engineer  to  the  Board.  In  that  case  I 
was  only  there  as  special  superintendent  of  the  work ; I had  a salary,  and 
was  resident  engineer ; I was  there  seven  or  eight  months  in  the  year. 

1444.  At  that  time  your  father  was  engineer  ? — Yes. 

1445.  He  received  a salary  of  700/.  a year  ? — Yes. 

1446.  Since  your  appointment  you  have  taken  upon  yourself  those  duties, 
and  you  receive  900  /.  a year  ? — Yes. 

!447*  Without  having  any  allowance  for  commission  or  superintendence  ? — 
Yes. 

[The  following  Documents  were  delivered  in  :1 


Lunce,  5°  die  Man , 1845. 


MEMBERS  PRESENT. 

Mr.  Aaron  Chapman,  | Mr.  Joseph  Hume. 

Sir  George  Clerk.  Mr.  Mitcalfe. 

Mr.  Duncan.  | Mr.  Somes. 

JOSEPH  HUME,  Esq.  in  the  Chair. 


Alan  i Stevenson,  Esq.,  called  in  ; and  further  Examined. 

1448.  Chairman .]  YOU  stated  that  your  salary  was  900/.  a year;  out  of  that 
do  you  pay  any  clerks  or  establishment  to  assist  you  ? — At  the  time  of  my  suc- 
ceeding to  the  office  an  arrangement  was  made,  by  which  a person  who  formerly 
received  a salary  as  engineer’s  clerk  was  to  be  paid  by  me.  I pay  him  100  /. 
a year. 

1449-  Is  that  in  abatement  of  your  salary  ? — In  abatement  of  my  own  salary 
of  900  /.  a year.  J J 

1450.  Do  you  pay  any  other? — I also  require  to  provide  for  the  performance 
of  the  duty,  which  formerly  was  paid  for  by  the  Board,  of  the  clerk  of  the 
works,  who  received  a.  salary  of  150/.  a year.  That  duty  I now  require  to 
nave  done  by  persons  whom  I employ  as  occasion  requires ; and  that  also 
iorms  another  and  variable  abatement  of  my  salary. 

H5i-  Then  what  is  the  duty  of  those  two  persons  whom  you  pay? — To  keep 
an  account  of  all  the  expenses  incurred  for  each  lighthouse,  so  as  to  enable  me 
10  1^a-^e  UP  a return,  which  I do  annually,  of  the  cost  of  the  maintenance  of 
each  lighthouse  separately ; also  to  assist  me  in  making  out  the  requisitions 
and  estimates  for  what  is  required  for  the  ensuing  season. 

°'36,  1 4 1452.  Does 


A.  Stevenson,  Esq. 


1 May  1845. 


Vide  Appendix, 
No.  12  (F). 


f.  Stevenson,  Esq. 


5 May  1845. 
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A.  S/dTCKJo*,Esq.  145-2.  Does  it  rest  with  you  to  make  up  the  annual  amount  of  expenditure 

for  each  of  the  lighthouses  ? — Yes ; as  to  that  part  of  the  expense  which  is 

■>  M»y  lS45-  in  my  own  department,  which  is  the  greater  part. 

1453.  What  portion  of  the  expense  incurred  for  the  lighthouses  is  notin 
your  department?— I have  nothing  to  do  with  the  general  expenses  of  the 
Board,  such  as  salaries ; nor  have  I anything  to  do  with  law  expenses,  nor  with 
the  collection  of  the  duties. 

1454.  That  is  the  duty  of  the  Board  at  Edinburgh,  and  is  under  the  secre- 
tary, and  not  you  ? — Yes. 

1455.  But  all  the  lighthouses  and  everything  connected  with  them  are  under 
your  directions? — Yes. 

1456.  Have  you  any  agents  employed  at  the  separate  lighthouses  ?— No. 

1457.  Do  you  not  consider  it  necessary  to  appoint  agents  near  the  locality? 
— No,  we  have  not  found  that  necessary  at  all. 

1458.  Are  you  aware  that  the  Trinity  House  have  generally  agents? — I 
believe  they  have  in  some  cases. 

1459.  How  often  do  you  visit  the  lights  yourself? — Once  a year  necessarily, 
and  I visit  any  particular  lighthouse  if  I see  any  occasion,  if  anything  should 
occur  requiring  my  presence. 

1400.  What  do  you  mean  by  any  occasion  occurring? — If  any  part  of  the 
apparatus,  or  any  part  of  the  building  were  to  suffer  injury,  or  if  there  were 
any  misconduct  on  the  part  of  the  keepers. 

1461.  Then  who  reports  to  you  any  occurrence  which  renders  it  necessary 
for  you  to  visit  them  ? — With  regard  to  the  apparatus,  the  keepers  are  instructed 
to  write  a letter  immediately  upon  the  occurrence  of  any  injury  or  anything 
going  wrong,  which  they  do. 

1462.  In  case  the  keeper  himself  should  behave  ill  or  negligently,  how  do 
you  obtain  information  ? — We  have  no  information  excepting  from  one  or  other 
of  the  keepers,  and  we  generally  find  them  very  ready  to  give  information 
against  each  other,  for  it  is  remarkable  that  they  are  generally  on  very  bad 
terms  ; I know  not  how,  but  so  it  happens. 

1463.  Have  you  many  complaints  in  the  course  of  the  year  from  them?— 
No,  not  very  many ; I have  occasionally  complaints  from  the  visiting  officers. 
There  are  two  officers  in  my  department,  whom  I believe  I have  not  yet  named, 
the  superintendent  of  the  liglitkeepers’  duty,  and  the  foreman  of  the  light-room 
repairs. 

1464.  What  is  the  superintendent’s  name? — Lachlan  Kennedy. 

1465.  Is  he  the  person  who  receives  145  l.  a year? — 'The  same. 

1466.  Where  does  he  reside  generally  ? — He  resides  at  Edinburgh,  but  he  is 
during  the  summer  frequently  visiting  the  lighthouses.  He  takes  charge  of 
seeing  the  stores  delivered  at  each  station. 

1467.  Does  he  accompany  the  deliver}'-  of  stores  to  each  station  ? — He  does ; 
he  goes  with  the  tender  which  delivers  the  stores. 

1468.  Do  you  deliver  them  all  by  your  own  tender,  or  by  other  conveyances? 
— By  the  tenders. 

1469.  Is  his  visit  then  once  a year  with  the  stores,  or  oftener  ? — Kis  visits 
are  generally  twice  a year. 

1470.  Does  he  report  officially,  upon  returning,  upon  each  station  which  he 
has  visited  ? — He  does ; but  if  it  be  a case  of  emergency,  he  reports  immediately. 
In  fact  he  always  reports  immediately  upon  leaving  the  station,  in  what  state 
he  has  found  the.  establishment ; but  besides  that,  he  delivers  to  me  his  diary  of 
his  journey,  in  which  he  enters  the  observations  which  he  makes  at  each 
station. 

1471.  Which  he  makes  at  the  time  he  is  there  ? — At  the  time  he  is  there. 

1472.  Does  he  deliver  that  to  you  on  his  return  ? — That  he  delivers  on  his. 
return. 

1473.  Independent  of  the  occasional  report? — Yes. 

1474.  Are  there  any  particular  periods  for  the  superintendent  to  visit?— 
No. 

1475.  For  your  own  visits,  do  you  fix  any  particular  time,  or  do  you  go 
there,  so  as  to  find  them  unacquainted  with  your  arrival  ? — I take  them  by 
surprise,  as  much  as  I can ; and  I have  occasionally  surprised  them  in  a state 
w'hich  has  called  for  censure. 

1476.  In  cases  where  there  are  complaints,  what  course  is  observed  ?— They 

are 
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are  punished  in  three  different  ways,  depending  on  the  nature  of  the  offence; 
sometimes  hy  being  degraded  from  their  position  to  a lower  one,  sometimes  by 
being  fined,  and  sometimes  by  dismissal  from  the  service  entirely. 

1477.  Now,  during  the  last  year,  how  many  occurrences  of  that  kind  have 
taken  place  ? — I reported  last  year  two  cases. 

1478.  Out  of  how  many  lighthouses  in  all? — There  are  25  stations. 

1479.  To  whom  do  you  make  your  report? — I make  the  report  to  the  com- 
missioners. 

1480.  And  with  whom  does  it  rest  to  punish  them  for  negligence  ? — For  the 
most  pai’t  my  report  is  accompanied  by  a recommendation  of  some  punish- 
ment, which  the  commissioners  consider ; and  generally  they  adopt  the  course 
recommended ; sometimes  they  alleviate  the  punishment  proposed  by  me. 

1481.  The  foreman  of  light-room  repairs,  what  are  his  duties? — His  duties 
are  to  go  with  one  or  two  workmen,  as  occasion  may  require,  to  repair  the 
lamps  and  the  lighthouse  apparatus  generally ; to  execute  such  repairs  as  could 
not  be  done  without  workmen  proceeding  to  the  spot ; giving  the  lights  new 
burners,  renewing  part  of  the  machinery,  and  other  small  repairs  of  that  kind. 

1482.  Does  he  attend  there  during  the  time  the  repairs  are  made  ? — He  does, 
and  works  along  with  them  ; he  is,  in  fact,  a superior  workman. 

1483.  Does  he  do  the  duty  of  what  is  called  “ clerk  of  the  works”  in  other 
things  ? — No. 

1484.  You  say  he  superintends  the  work ; is  not  that  the  duty  of  a clerk  of 
the  works? — Yes,  to  a certain  extent:  he  does  the  duty  of  clerk  of  the  works 
to  that  extent ; but  the  duty  of  clerk  of  the  works,  before  the  change  in  my 
department,  was  that  of  acting  as  assistant  to  the  engineer  on  surveys. 

1485.  And  when  did  that  alteration  take  place? — That  alteration  took  place 
at  the  time  of  my  appointment,  in  January  1843. 

1486.  Are  there  any  advantages  in  connexion  with  that  alteration  ? — The 
advantage  of  a pecuniary  kind  is  the  saving  of  about  50  l.  a year  in  salaries, 
and  the  getting  rid  of  two  claims  for  superannuation  allowances. 

1487.  In  what  way  are  the  bills  paid  for  these  repairs  r — The  bills  for  these 
repairs  are  paid  by  an  account  delivered  by  the  superintendent  with  the  detail 
and  amount  of  his  expenses  upon  the  journey ; the  workmen  are  charged  by 
the  person  who  furnishes  them  ; the  workmen  are  not  in  the  employment  of 
the  Board,  they  are  employed  by  the  foreman  for  the  occasion. 

1488.  To  what  amount  is  he  authorized  to  effect  repairs  without  your  sanc- 
tion ? — He  is  not  authorized  to  do  so  at  all. 

1489.  What  expenses  can  he  incur  without  consulting  you? — He  cannot 
incur  any  expense  without  consulting  me,  because  1 have  from  him  a daily 
letter,  at  least  a letter  when  he  arrives  at  a station,  and  when  he  is  about  to 
leave  it ; and  he  does  not  proceed  to  the  next  station  without  authority  from 
me. 

1490.  Then  are  we  to  understand  that  he  visits  every  lighthouse  under  your 
charge,  reports  upon  his  arrival  what  repairs  he  thinks  necessary,  and  waits  for 
your  orders  to  execute  them  ? — Yes.  I should  rather  say  that  the  report  as  to 
what  is  necessary  is  made  up  by  himself  and  by  me  before  he  starts  ; if  any- 
thing additional  to  what  has  been  determined  upon  before  he  starts  occur,  or 
should  appear  to  be  necessaiy,  he  then  states  it  for  my  approval. 

1491.  But  unless  you  have  visited  the  lighthouse,  how  are  you  able  to  make 
out  any  report  of  what  may  be  necessary  ? — I have  always  visited  the  light- 
house in  the  preceding  year ; and  the  report  of  what  is  necessary  proceeds 
upon  the  inspection  of  the  foreman  and  myself,  and  also  upon  the  know- 
ledge, derived  from  correspondence  with  the  keepers,  of  what  may  have 
occurred  in  the  interval. 

1492.  Then  he,  in  fact,  is  the  executive  officer  to  carry  out  those  orders 
which  you  judged  necessary  at  your  preceding  visit  ? — Yes  ; he  is  really  a work- 
man of  a superior  class. 

1493.  At  your  visit,  if  anything  requires  to  be  done  immediately,  what  steps 
do  you  take  ? — I write  to  the  people  who  do  the  work,  and  from  whom  the 
other  workmen  have  been  obtained,  to  send  a person  immediately,  if  it  is  work 
of  that  kind  which  can  only  be  done  by  a person  of  that  sort.  Sometimes  it 
may  happen  to  be  an  order  which  may  be  executed  by  a tradesman  in  the 
neighbourhood  ; in  all  cases  of  extra  repairs,  I give  notice  to  the  secretary,  who 
submits  them  to  the  Board. 

°\l6.  M 1494.  Do 


I.  Slcvrmon,  Esq. 
5 May  1845. 
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A. Stevenson,  Esq. 
5 May  1845. 


1494.  Do  you,  in  fact,  get  orders  done  lay  the  tradesmen  in  the  neighbour- 
hood when  they  are  capable  of  it  ? — Always,  when  it  is  possible. 

1495.  You  have  only  workmen  from  Edinburgh  when  the  repairs  cannot  be 
done  by  the  local  artizans  ? — Yes.  I should  say,  generally  speaking,  orders 
connected  with  the  lighting  apparatus  require  to  be  done  by  persons  from 
Edinburgh;  the  country  tradesmen  are  seldom  acquainted  with  the  machinery. 

1496.  But  orders  of  brick  and  mortar,  and  wood  work,  are  done  by  the  local 
tradesmen  ? — They  are. 

1 497.  Have  the  present  superintendent  and  foreman  been  long  in  the  service  t 
— They  have ; about  30  years,  I think. 

1498.  The  foreman  of  light-room  repairs  appears  to  receive  1 10/.  a year,  has 
he  any  other  emoluments  beside  that? — No;  he  has  nothing  beyond  a suit  of 
uniform  clothing. 

1499.  Are  his  travelling  expenses  paid  ?— His  travelling  expenses  are  paid. 

1 500.  During  the  time  he  remains  at  the  station  are  any  of  his  expenses 
paid  ? — Yes ; he  is  allowed  5s.  a day  for  his  maintenance  while  at  the  light- 
house, and  his  expenses  of  travelling  to  and  from  the  lighthouse. 

1501.  In  what  account  do  those  expenses  appear? — In  the  return  of  mis- 
cellaneous expenses. 

1502.  I observe  in  the  miscellaneous  expenses  168?.  charged  for  travelling 
expenses  of  the  engineer  and  other  officers  upon  business  of  the  Board  in  the 
year  1843;  does  that  include  all  contingent  expenses  attendant  upon  the 
travelling  of  that  officer  ? — It  does  not  include  the  wages  of  the  workmen. 

1503.  Does  it  include  the  contingent  expenses  of  the.  individual  r— Yes. 

1 504.  Where  do  the  wages  of  the  workmen  appear  r —'Hie  wages  of  the 
workmen  appear  in  the  different  accounts  of  the  persons  from  whose  establish- 
ment they  come,  and  they  are  allocated  to  each  lighthouse  according  to  a 
journal  of  them  kept  by  the  officer  who  has  charge  of  the  workmen. 

1505.  And  those  in  fact  form  what  are  called  your  ordinary  repairs? — Our 
ordinary  repairs. 

1 506.  And  are  added  to  the  account  which  you  give  of  the  annual  expense 
of  the  lighthouse  ? — Yes. 

1.507.  I observe  here  an  engineer’s  clerk,  who  in  1834  received  100/.  and  in 
1843  there  is  no  salary  attached  to  him;  is  that  the  person  whom  you  now 
pay  out  of  your  salary  ? — Yes. 

1.50S.  I observe  a secretary  500/.  a year;  what  are  his  duties  ? —His  duties 
generally  are  to  conduct  the  correspondence  of  the  Board,  and  the  corres- 
pondence with  the  collectors,  the  general  correspondence  of  the  Board,  and 
to  keep  the  minutes ; he  also  pays  all  salaries  and  accounts ; his  duties  are 
detailed  in  the  bye-laws. 

1509.  Does  lie  ever  leave  Edinburgh ? — Not.  necessarily  upon  duty ; noton 
the  business  of  the  Board,  except  that  he  occasionally  accompanies  the 
commissioners ; he  always  accompanies  the  commissioners  on  their  visits. 

1510.  Your  duties  are  not  at,  all  connected  with  the  establishment  in 
Edinburgh,  but  to  make  reports  to  them,  anti  to  receive  orders  what  you  are 
to  do  ? — Yes. 

1511.  I see  an  accountant  charged  at  200/.  a year;  150/.  in  1834,  and 
200 /.  in  1843;  what  are  his  immediate  duties  ? — His  duties  are  to  audit  the 
whole  accounts  of  the  Board ; every  account,  which  I first  examine  and 
doequet  as  being  correct,  as  agreeing  with  the  orders  which  I have  issued  under 
the  directions  of  the  Board,  for  work  and  materials  ; the  accountant  examines 
and  sees  whether  the  sum  agrees  with  what  the  Board  authorized  for  the  par- 
ticular purpose. 

3512.  Do  you  consider  him  an  auditor  as  well  as  an  accountant? — Yes. 

1513.  Is  he  so  denominated? — I do  not  know  indeed ; but  that  is  the  duty 
which  he  performs. 

15 14.  I observe,  that  in  1834  there  was  a clerk  of  the  works  received  150/.; 
that  office  has  been  abolished  r — It  has. 

1515.  And  the  allowance  which  was  paid  to  him  has  now  become  a portion 
of  your  salary  ? — Yes. 

1516.  So  that  the  additional  sum  of  200/.,  added  to  the  engineer’s  salary 
since  1834,  is  in  fact  made  up  by  the  abolition  of  tlie  clerk  of  the  works?— 
The  offices  of  clerk  of  the  works  and  the  engineer’s  clerk,  both  being  250 1, 
were  extinguished,  and  200  /.  added  to  the  engineer’s  salary 

151;.  Who 
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1517.  Who  fixed  and  pays  the  wages  of  the  lightkeepers  and  officers? — A.  Steoenson,  tsq. 

All  salaries  are  fixed  by  the  Board ; Mr.  Cuningham  pays  the  whole  of  the 

officers.  5 Way  1845. 

15 iS.  Pays  the  officers  direct? — Yes,  they  draw  upon  him. 

1519.  And  by  whom  are  the  salaries  fixed  ? — By  the  commissioners. 

1820.  Upon  whose  report;  are  you  called  upon  to  report  upon  that? — 

I am  called  upon  to  give  an  opinion,  in  regard  to  the  salaries  of  lightkeepers 
or  others  in  my  own  department,  wherever  there  seems  a necessity  for  de- 
parting from  the  ordinary  course. 

1521.  What  is  the  number  of  persons  at  each  lighthouse,  and  what  is  the 
salary  of  each  ? — At  all  our  lighthouses  there  are  two  keepers,  a principal  and 
assistant ; the  principal  receives  50 1.  a year  salary,  the  assistant  40  l. 

1522.  Have  they  any  other  allowances? — They  have  a suit  of  uniform 
clothing,  and  grass  for  a cow,  and  a garden. 

1523.  Is  that  all? — That  is  all. 

1524.  What  accommodation  have  they  to  live  in? — They  have  a house 
attached  to  the  lighthouse,  not  in  the  tower,  but  detached  from  it  by  about 
50  or  60  feet. 

1525.  Do  any  of  them  live  in  the  tower  now? — Only  when  it  cannot  be 
avoided  ; only  at  the  Bell  Rock  and  Skerry vore. 

1526.  How  long  is  it  since  they  obtained  detached  houses? — I am  not  aware 
that  any  ever  lived  in  the  towers.  I think  not ; my  impression  is  they  never 
did.  I may  mention,  that  when  it  can  be  avoided  we  consider  it  disadvan- 
tageous to  have  families  living  in  the  towers  ; the  dust  from  the  fires  is  injurious 
to  the  apparatus,  and  if  it  could  be  avoided  at  these,  two  stations  it  would. 

1527.  Do  you,  as  engineer,  make  any  additional  charges  of  any  kind  to  the 
Board  for  your  sendees  ? — No,  none. 

1528.  You  do  not  charge  for  your  clerk’s  time? — No. 

1529.  That  is  included  in  the  100Z.  a year  you  pay? — Yes. 

1530.  Are  you  paid  travelling  expenses,  and  at  what  rate? — There  is  no 
fixed  rate. 

1531.  Can  you  state  what  is  the  rate  you  do  charge? — I travel,  when  neces- 
sary, by  the  public  conveyances  wherever  these  are  to  be  had,  but  for  the 
most  part  I go  by  the  lighthouse  tender,  so  that  my  expenses  are  sometimes 
nothing. 

1532.  Does  the  168  /.,  which  I have  already  stated  as  entered  in  this  account, 
cover  all  your  travelling  expenses,  and  all  the  travelling  expenses  of  your  two 
servants,  upon  your  visits  ? — Yes,  that  covers  the  whole. 

1 533-  Do  you  charge  anything  for  surveys,  plans,  and  specifications  of 
works  ? — No ; the  only  case  in  which  1 am  permitted  any  extra  charge  or 
assistance,  beyond  what  I have  stated,  is  in  the  department  of  beacons  and 
buoys.  The  Board  allow  me  occasionally  (in  the  only  two  cases  which  have 
occurred,  they  have  allowed  me),  to  take  a surveyor,  whose  expenses  are  paid, 
and  his  time  at  the  rate  of  a guinea  a day ; but  that  is  only  in  cases  referring 
to  beacons  and  buoys,  which  were  not  considered  as  coming  within  the 
allowance  at  the  time  of  fixing  my  salary. 

1534.  "What  class  of  engineers  do  you  employ  upon  those  occasions? — The 
person  whom  I have  employed  is  a surveyor,  who  is  employed  by  Messrs. 

R.  Stevenson  & Sons  in  their  ordinary  engineering  business. 

1535.  A civil  engineer? — No ; he  is  not  an  engineer,  but  a surveyor. 

1536.  And  the  allowance  is  limited  to  a guinea  ? — Yes. 

1537.  Do  you  upon  job-work  and  repairs  done  to  the  lighthouses  charge  any 
commission  ? — No. 

1538.  Then  you  have  now  no  clerk  of  the  works,  but  you  do  the  whole  by 
the  two  assistants  you  have  named  ? — Yes.  I ought  to  mention,  in  cases  of 
new  buildings,  where  new  work  is  going  forward,  it  is  necessary  to  have  a 
superintendent  upon  the  spot,  who  never  leaves  it  during  the  whole  progress  of 
the  particular  work. 

1539.  Is  he  to  be  called  a clerk,  to  do  the  duties  of  clerk  of  the  works  ; to 
carry  out  your  specifications  and  orders  ? — He  carries  out  the  specifications, 
but  he  does  not  do  the  duty  formerly  done  by  the  clerk  of  the  works ; formerly 
the  clerk  of  the  works  made  drawings  under  the  direction  of  the  engineer ; now 
those  drawings  I furnish  out  of  the  900 1.  a year. 

0.36.  M 2 ’ 1540.  So 
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A.  Stevenson,  Esq.  1 540.  So  that,  in  fact,  the  whole  expenses  incurred  for  plans,  specifications 

commission,  superintendence,  models,  and  everything,  is  done  by  you  for  that 

5 May  1845.  salary,  with  the  two  exceptions  you  have  stated? — Yes;  but  I furnish  no 
models ; I direct  the  making  of  models,  but  I do  not  furnish  them ; 1 pay 
nothing  for  them.  The  Board  pays  the  workmen  who  make  them,  whatever 
is  required,  but  there  are  very  few  models  made. 

1541.  Among  the  duties  which  you  have  to  perform  as  engineer,  you  state 
you  have  to  provide  the  estimated  stores  for  the  use  of  the  lighthouses ; will 
you  state  in  what  manner  that  is  done,  where  the  stores  are  delivered,  and  how 
they  are  distributed  to  the  lighthouses  ? — At  the  end  of  the  season  l make  up 
a requisition,  according  to  a printed  form,  for  whatever  stores  are  required  for 
each  lighthouse.  These  requisitions  are  submitted  to  sub-committees  of  the 
commissioners,  who  examine  them,  and  approve  or  disallow  such  items  as  they 
do  not,  upon  explanation  from  me,  consider  necessary.  Then  they  give  me 
orders  to  obtain  estimates  from  different  parties  for  these  stores,  and  I issue 
two  printed  forms  to  different  parties,  generally  in  Edinburgh,  one  of  which 
they  retain,  and  the  other  they  return  to  me  with  the  prices  filled  up. 

1542.  Are  the  forms  entirely  the  same  that  were  delivered  in  to  the  last 
Committee  ? — Yes ; very  nearly  so. 

1543.  What  steps  are  taken  to  ascertain  the  quality  of  the  different  articles? 
— Patterns  are  kept  in  the  lightliouse-offiee,  with  which  the  stores  are  com- 
pared, in  so  far  as  it  is  possible  to  compare  them.  With  regard  to  the  oil,  it 
is  of  course  subjected  to  trial  by  burning,  and  if  found  deficient  by  the 
report  of  the  keepers  it  is  returned,  the  keepers  furnishing  an  annual  report 
to  me.  Independent  altogether  of  the  occasional  complaints  which  they  may 
require  to  make,  they  furnish  an  annual  report  ms  to  the  stores  in  this  form, 
and  under  various  heads,  specifying  oil,  lamp-glasses,  patent  wicks,  and  so  on. 

1544.  Specifying  the  different  articles  ? — Yes. 

* 54.5-  And  upon  these  occasions  you  continue  to  use  the  article  or  require 
improvements?— -Yes,  or  return  the  stores,  if  necessary,  to  the  dealers. 

1 546.  Are  we  to  understand  that  musters  of  every  article  required  at  the 
lighthouses  are  kept  in  the  office  at  Edinburgh,  by  which  the  quality  of  each 
article  is  tested  ? — Yes. 

1547.  And  that  is  done  upon  the  article  being  delivered  in  ? — Yes. 

1548.  By  whom?— By  the  superintendent  of  lightkeepers’  duty,  by  myself, 
and  also  by  the  foreman  of  light-room  repairs,  according  to  the  different 
articles;  each  lamp-glass,  for  example,  is  carefully  gauged  by  a brass  mould 
before  it  is  received,  and  if  found  to  varjr  from  the  proper  form,  is  sent  back, 
and  the  person  who  furnishes  it  is  required  to  produce  another  in  its  place, 
'lhe  optical  instruments,  whether  lenses,  cylindric  refractors,  or  paraboloidal 
reflectors,  are  carefully  tested  by  myself,  with  reference  to  their  focal  distance, 
and  the  images  which  they  produce.  I am  in  the  habit  of  rejecting  all  instru- 
ments of  this  description  which  give  an  error  of  more  than  1-G0th  of  the  focal 
distance. 

1 049  You  mean  to  say  they  are  examined  separately  when  they  are  received, 
to  see  that  they  correspond  with  the  exact  pattern  ? — Yes. 

1550.  In  the  offers  which  are  given  in,  do  you  take  the  lowest  tender,  or  do 
you  make  a selection,  according  as  you  think  the  parties  are  able  to  execute 
. the  workr— The  lowest  tenders  are  always  taken  in  the  case  of  ordinary  stores, 
because  it  is  not  by  advertisement  in  the  newspapers,  but  by  application  to 
parties  who  are  considered  able  to  undertake  the  contract. 

3 55 1 • Is  it  all  done  by  sealed  tenders? — Yes. 

1552.  Are  they  opened  by  the  secretary,  or  by  yourself? — They  are  opened 
by  the  secretary  at  the  meeting  of  the  Board,  and  remitted  to  me  for  report. 

1553-  What  is  the  trial  the  oil  undergoes  ? — The  oil  is  burnt  during  three 
days. 

1 554-  Has  any  other  oil  than  spermaceti  oil  been  burnt  by  you  ? — At  Inch* 
keith  we  burnt,  upon  the  recommendation  of  Messrs.  Enderby,  and  also  of  Sir 
Charles  Price,  some  oil  to  which  they  gave  no  name.  I imagine*  it  to  have  been 
a mixture  of  various  vegetable  oils,  but  it  was  found  to  be  unsuitable  for  light- 
house purposes. 

•555-  Is  the  experiment  made  upon  a sample  sent  in,  or  is  it  made  from  the 
delivery  of  a quantity  of  oil?— That  is  made  upon  a sample  sent  in,  with  a view 

of 
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of  accepting  the  offer  ; afterwards,  there  is  of  course  an  actual  trial  of  the  whole  A.  Stevenson,  Esq. 

quantity  of  oil,  or  such  part  of  it  as  is  found  suitable  in  each  lighthouse,  and,  as  

I said  before,  if  any  part  is  found  defective  it  is  returned.  5 May  1845. 

1556.  Have  you  had  occasion  at  any  time  to  send  back  any  portion  of  the 
oil  ? — I think  not,  not  within  my  recollection,  with  the  exception  which  I men- 
tioned before  at  Inchkeith ; the  oil  was  not  spermaceti  oil,  but  we  knew  it  was 
not  so. 

1,5,57.  Have  you  been  able,  during  the  last  five  or  six  years,  to  economise  the 
use  of  oil ; the  quantity  of  oil  used? — In  some  respects  we  have  economised, 
but  in  others  we  have  done  the  very  opposite. 

155S.  In  what  way  do  you  regulate  the  charge  upon  the  consumption  of 
oil  ? — I know  very  nearly  what,  upon  an  average  of  the  whole  establishment, 

I mean  the  whole  number  of  burners,  a burner  ought  to  consume  of  good  oil. 

1559.  What  rules  have  you  laid  down  ; how  have  you  ascertained  that? — 

The  expense  of  a single  reflector  burner  for  oil  alone  may  be  taken  at 
14  l.  3 s.  3d.,  being  44  gallons  per  annum,  or  about  one-third  of  a gill  per 
hour,  at  the  average  price  of  6 s.  5 £ d.  per  gallon.  A dioptric  burner  with  four 
concentric  wicks  may  be  taken  at  about  15  or  17  of  the  others,  or  from 
212  l.  18  s.  9 d.  to  240  l.  15  s 3d.  per  annum. 

1560.  What  number  of  burners  do  you  estimate  upon  the  average  ? — There 
are  424  argand  burners  of  the  common  size,  lighted  every  night,  in  the 
northern  lights,  and  four  dioptric  burners,  which  will  raise  the  whole  number 
to  492  or  494  burners.  I may  mention  that  one  dioptric  burner  is  fully  equal 
to  J 7 argand  burners.  I have  made  an  alteration  of  the  form  of  the  chimney, 
which  raises  the  height  of  the  flame,  and  causes  a more  perfect  combustion,  and 
increases  the  consumption  of  the  oil,  in  the  ratio  of  1 5 to  17  argand  burners. 

1561.  Will  you  explain  the  kind  of  burner  you  use  ? — The  dioptric  burner 
consists  of  four  concentric  wicks,  one  wick  within  the  other. 

1562.  That  is,  the  French  burner? — Yes;  the  flame  was  very  nearly  four 
inches  in  diameter  and  about  the  same  in  height,  or  rather  more  now;  it  is  now 
nearly  five  inches  high. 

1.563.  You  call  that  one  burner  ? — Yes ; we  call  that  one  dioptric  burner. 

1564.  And  one  of  those  is  equal  to  17  argand  burners ? — Yes;  17  of  the 
burners  used  for  a reflector. 

1.565.  Was  it  not  formerly  estimated  at  14  as  the  proportion? — From  14 
to  15. 

1566.  But  you  find  from  experience  that  17  is  the  average  ? — Seventeen  is 
tlie  average  if  the  flame  be  kept  in  its  best  or  normal  state. 

1567.  Does  that  new  glass  applied  to  it  increase  the  combustion  ? — It  in- 
creases the  combustion  and  renders  it  more  perfect.  Another  improvement  is 
the  adoption  of  the  ventilating  tube  invented  by  Dr.  Faraday,  which  I find  of 
advantage  in  the  dioptric  apparatus ; it  causes  a more  perfect  combustion  and 
raises  the  flame. 

1568.  Has  that  been  adopted  in  all  your  lighthouses: — It  has,  in  all  the 
dioptric  lights. 

1569.  Mr.  Chapman .]  You  state  there  are  2/  reflectors  at  the  Pentland  Sker- 
ries ; supposing  that  lighthouse  were  changed  to  a dioptric  light,  what  difference 
would  it  make  in  the  consumption  of  oil  and  in  the  expence  generally  ? — 

I reported  upon  that  subject  to  the  Board.  That  report  at  the  same  time 
notices  a defect  which  is  common  to  all  fixed  apparatus  upon  the  catoptric 
principle.  This  plan  which  I now  exhibit  shows  the  arrangement  of  the  reflec- 
tors in  a reflecting  or  catoptric  lighthouse,  and  the  defect  of  light  alluded  to  is 
that  which  occurs  in  the  space  between  each  reflector.  In  the  line  of  the 
axis  the  light  is  the  strongest ; it  gradually  diminishes  as  you  approach  the 
sides,  until  you  come  to  that  part  which  is  called  by  opticians  the  penumbra, 
where  it  is  extremely  feeble.  If  the  reflectors  were  placed  with  their  axes 
inclined  to  each  other  at  an  angle  much  greater  than  1 1 degrees,  there  would 
be  darkness  between  them,  as  is  shown  in  the  drawing,  which  is  exaggerated 
for  the  purpose  of  showing  the  defect.  This  central  space  is  the  space  of 
greatest  light,  and  this,  beyond  it,  is  the  penumbral  space  ; this,  if  the  arrange- 
ment were  imperfect,  would  be  an  actual  dark  arc ; it  is  not  so,  because  the 
reflectors  are  so  placed  as  to  fill  up  the  space,  so  that  the  rays  from  the  adja- 
cent reflectors  overlap  each  other.  The  saving  of  expense  by  the  change 
referred  to  would  be  -14  tbs  of  the  whole. 

0.36.  m 3 1570.  Chairman.'] 
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A.  Stevenson , Esq.  1570.  Chairman .]  Do  the  reflectors  strengthen  the  light  at  all? — Very  mate- 

rially  ; in  placing  an  argand  lamp  in  the  focus  of  a paraboloidal  reflector  you 

5 May  1845.  obtain  the  effect  of  from  300  to  400  common  argands.  It  varies  very  much 
according  to  circumstances.  It  is  a very  difficult  instrument  to  make  perfect 
and  a very  difficult  instrument  to  test  as  to  its  accuracy  after  it  is  made ; but 
generally  you  obtain  the  effect  of  from  300  to  400  argand  burners  by  placing 
the  reflectors  behind  the  lamp ; in  a few  cases  I have  known  the  effect  of  a 
paraboloidal  mirror  of  25  inches  diameter  to  increase  the  effect  500  times  in  the 
line  of  the  axis. 

1571.  Mr.  Somes.]  Have  you  those  reflectors  in  general  use  in  Scotland? 

Yes,  the  lamp  is  placed  in  a position  like  this  black  mark  upon  the  drawing, 
and  about  12-I7ths  of  the  whole  light  of  the  lamp  falls  upon  the  surface  of 
the  reflector,  and  is  projected  in  a direction  parallel  to  this  centre  line,  which 
is  called  the  axis  of  the  mirror. 

1572.  Chairman .]  Then  are  5-17ths  lost? — Yes. 

1573.  Mr.  Mitcalfe.]  Does  it  revolve  ?— This  represents  a fixed  apparatus; 
this  other  drawing  represents  the  effect  I have  been  describing  upon  a large 
scale.  This  is  the  flame,  and  this  is  the  divergent  beam. 

1574.  Chairman.]  Will  you  explain  the  nature  of  a dioptric  fixed  apparatus? 
— The  apparatus  consists  of  several  parts,  of  which  the  principal  is  a central  or 
equatorial  band  of  glass,  like  this  shown  in  the  model  upon  the  table.  The 
action  of  this  instrument  is  not  to  collect  the  light  from  the  sides,  but  simply 
from  the  top  and  bottom,  or  in  a vertical  direction.  Its  effect  is  to  render 
the  light  parallel  to  the  horizon,  so  that  the  rays  are  thrown  out  in  the  form 
of  a flat  ring,  equally  intense  in  every  azimuth.  The  depth  of  this  band  is 
limited  by  its  distance  from  the  focus,  because  the  highest  and  lowest  ray 
proceeding  from  the  lamp  must  not  make  at  the  inner  surface  more  than  a 
certain  angle,  otherwise,  instead  of  proceeding  through  the  refractor,  it  would 
be  reflected  backwards  and  lost.  In  order  therefore  to  save  the  light  which 
passes  above  and  below  this  ring,  the  former  practice  was  to  use  a set  of  curved 
mirrors  of  looking  glass,  each  of  which  had  its  focus  in  the  lamp.  The  loss  of 
light  from  these  mirrors  being  considerable,  I proposed  to  replace  them  by  means 
of  totally  reflecting  zones,  on  the  principle  of  the  small  apparatus  invented  by  the 
late  French  academician  Augustin  Fresnel.  This  is  a model  of  these  zones.  The 
zones  upper  encompass  the  flame  in  the  form  of  a bee-hive  roof,  and  the  lower 
ones  are  arranged  in  a cylinder  ; their  effect  is  to  intercept  the  light  which  would 
otherwise  be  lost : the  light,  falls  upon  the  inner  surface  of  these  zones,  which  are 
three-sided  prisms.  At  this  first  or  inner  surface  of  each  zone,  the  light  is 
refracted  so  as  to  pass  on  to  the  second  side  of  the  prism,  which  it  meets  at 
a certain  angle  in  such  a manner  as  not  to  pass  through  that  side,  hut  to  be 
totally  reflected  from  it ; after  this  total  reflection  at  the  second  side  of  the 
prism,  the  light  proceeds  to  the  third  or  outer  side,  at  which  it  suffers  a 
second  refraction,  and  then  emerges  horizontally. 

1 57.5-  How  many  of  these  lights  have  been  established  in  Scotland  ' There 

is  not  one  in  this  form  yet  established  anywhere,  but  it  will  he  used  at  the 
Covesea  Skerries ; the  light  at  Isle  of  May  has  an  equatorial  band ; but  it  is  not 
perfect ; and  since  the  Isle  of  May  apparatus  was  made,  I have  devised  an 
arrangement  for  putting  the  junctions  of  the  zones  in  this  inclined  form,  so 
that  no  part  of  the  horizon  appears  dark. 

1576.  The  circle,  appears  to  be  made  of  diagonal  pieces  ?— Yes ; each  portion 
of  the  ring  is  a part  of  a helix,  cut  off  by  horizontal  planes. 

1577-  What  advantage  have  you  from  that? — You  have  the  advantage  of 
not  intercepting  the  whole  of  the  light  in  any  one  direction  ; but  if  you  sup- 
pose this  vertical  bar,  now  placed  in  front  of  the  model,  to  represent  the  junc- 
tions formerly  used,  it  is  obvious  that  the  light  must  be  much  enfeebled  in  the 
direction  opposite  the  bar.  In  the  case  of  the  inclined  junctions,  the  quantity 
of  light  intercepted  is  merely  a small  portion  of  the  bar,  proportioned  to  the 
cosnie  of  inclination.  In  this  case  the  small  portion  of  light  intercepted  in 
the  diagona1  subdivision  is  so  small  as  not  perceptibly  to  affect  the  efficiency 
of  the  light. 

1578-  So  that  out  of  a hundred  rays,  one  ray  only  strikes  upon  the  joint? 
—Yes,  that  may  serve  as  a popular  illustration  of  the  effect. 

1 579-  Mr.  Chapman.]  What  have  you  put  upon  the  Skerryvore  ?— In  the 
Skerryvore,  the  light  is  revolving. 

1580.  B 
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1580.  Is  it  a French  one  ? — Yes,  a dioptric  one,  with  inclined  lenses  above 
and  a set  of  lower  zones,  not  yet  added. 

1581.  Chairman.]  What  is  the  nature  of  that  apparatus  upon  the  table? — 
This  model  represents  a lens  used  in  a revolving  light,  such  as  Skenyvore. 
To  prevent  the  loss  of  light  above  and  below  this  principal  lens,  which  in  some 
measure  answers  the  same  purpose,  mutatis  mutandis,  as  the  equatorial  band 
of  a fixed  light,  an  arrangement  of  a peculiar  kind  is  adopted ; it  consists  of 
eight  smaller  lenses  inclined  to  the  horizon  at  50  degrees,  and  forming  by 
their  union  a frustum  of  an  octagonal  pyramid , the  light  falling  upon  the  inner 
surface  of  these  lenses  is  collected  into  parallel  beams  inclined  to  the  horizon 
at  50  degrees,  and  above  this  are  placed  eight  plane  mirrors  (of  the  form  which 
I now  exhibit),  whose  action  is  to  reflect  these  beams  which  have  already  been 
refracted  by  the  small  lenses,  so  as  to  throw  them  in  directions  parallel  to  the 
horizon  and  thus  to  assist  the  action  of  the  principal  lenses  ; in  this  way  the 
light  which  escapes  above  the  lenses  is  turned  to  an  useful  purpose.  This  is 
the  arrangement,  with  some  few  improvements,  which  was  first  adopted  in 
1823  or  1324,  at  the  Corduan  Lighthouse  by  M.  Fresnel. 

1582.  Is  that  upon  the  plan  of  any  light  established  in  France? — It  is  on 
the  same  plan  as  the  Corduan. 

1583.  Do  you  consider  much  light  is  saved  by  that  plan? — A considerable 
portion;  there  is  not  however  more  than  8- lOths  obtained  in  this  way  from 
that  revolving  apparatus,  while  in  the  fixed  apparatus  there  are  fully  9-10ths 
of  the  whole  light. 

1584.  Mr.  Chapman .]  If  you  had  put  up  at  Skerryvore,  instead  of  the 
dioptric  light,  the  old  lamps  and  reflectors,  which  would  have  been  the  cheapest 
in  point  of  annual  expenditure  ? — I hold  that  one  of  these  lenses  is  equal  to  at 
least  10  reflectors. 

1585*  Which  is  most  reasonable  in  point  of  annual  expenditure? — That 
would  depend  upon  the  number  of  reflectors  employed  to  obtain  a light  of 
equal  power. 

1586.  Suppose  you  put  30  reflectors  in  the  one,  and  instead  of  30  reflectors 
you  put  a dioptric  light,  which  would  be  maintained  at  the  lowest  annual 
expenditure  ? — The  French  apparatus  would  be  the  cheapest,  in  point  of  oil ; 
it  would  be  in  the  proportion  of  17  to  30. 

1587.  Then  what  would  be  the  ratio  iu  point  of  expense ; suppose  one  is  a 
thousand,  what  would  be  the  diminution  of  that  by  adopting  the  dioptric  light  ? 
— The  result  would  be  in  the  proportion  of  17  to  30,  or  5(56‘66  to  1,000. 

1585.  Nearly  one-half  the  expense  would  be  saved  ? — Yes ; a little  less. 

15S9.  Chairman.]  What  is  the  proportion  of  brilliancy  of  those  improved 

lamps,  compared  with  the  same  quantity  of  oil  expended  in  the  ordinary 
reflectors  ? — Ten  reflectors  are  generally  estimated  as  equal  to  one  lens ; the 
dioptric  apparatus  requires  for  the  development  of  its  full  effect  the  consump- 
tion of  a certain  quantity  of  oil ; if  less  than  that  quantity  of  oil  be  consumed, 
the  effect  of  the  apparatus  is  deteriorated  in  two  ways,  but  chiefly  in  this  way ; 
there  is  a deficiency  of  the  divergence  of  the  resultant  beams  of  light  which 
come  from  the  lens,  so  that  the  flash  becomes  too  short  to  make  a proper 
impression  upon  the  eye. 

1590.  Then  are  we  to  understand  the  lenses  are  not  applicable  to  small 
lamps  ? — They  are  not. 

1591.  To  what  number  of  burners  are  they  applicable? — I conceive  you 
cannot  use  a dioptric  apparatus  of  the  first  order  with  less  than  the  oil  of  from 
15  to  17  argand  burners  ; if  you  employ  less  than  that,  you  injure  the  effect  of 
the  apparatus  in  point  of  utility. 

1592.  You  gain  nothing,  in  fact? — You  gain  nothing. 

1593-  What  do  you  call  the  first  order? — The  first  order  is  that  in  which 
the  apparatus  has  a focal  distance  of  36  l inches,  or,  more  correctly,  3622 
inches. 

1594-  What  is  the  second  order? — The  second  order  has  considerably  less 
focal  distance,  I think  about  2 7 or  28  inches ; I do  not  recollect  exactly. 

1595-  What  is  the  class  of  lights  to  which  the  second  order  is  applicable  ? — 
I am  inclined  to  think  it  is  not  very  useful  at  all ; I think  it  is  not  desirable  to 
apply  it  to  lighthouses. 

1596.  Do  you  use  any  of  those  in  Scotland  ? — We  have  one  at  the  Little 
Ross. 

0*36.  m 4 1597-  Have 


A.  Stevenson , Esq. 
5 May  1845. 
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A.  Stevenson,  Esq.  1 597.  Have  you  tried  at  what  distance,  with  a clear  atmosphere,  the  first 

and  second  class  of  lights  may  he  seen  ? — No,  I have  never  had  any  oppor- 

5 May  1R45.  tunitv  of  comparing  the  two  together  under  circumstances  which  would  war- 
rant me  in  pronouncing  upon  their  relative  visibility. 

1598.  Do  you  consider  the  lighthouses  at  present  in  Scotland  are  all  pro. 
vided  with  the  best  improvements  which  you  can  introduce  ? — I think  thev 
are ; I would  recommend  the  substitution  of  the  dioptric  apparatus  in  several 
cases,  to  fixed  lights  in  particular.  I was  talking  of  a revolving  light,  when 
I spoke  of  the  small  apparatus  not  being  applicable  to  certain  lights.  The 
small  apparatus  is  advantageous  in  fixed  lights,  but  not  in  the  revolving  lights. 

1 599.  Do  you  contemplate  any  further  improvements,  or  are  any  experi- 
ments going  on  which  promise  any  improvement  ? — No  ; I conceive  the  chief 
direction  in  which  improvement  is  to  be  sought,  is  in  regard  to  the  nature  of 
the  flame  itself,  and  not  in  regard  to  the  apparatus  which  modifies  the  light, 
which  I think  is  nearly  perfect. 

1600.  What  do  you  mean  by  the  nature  of  the  flame ; do  you  mean  gas?— 
If  we  had  a flame  which  had  the  property  of  being  more  intense,  larger  in 
volume,  and  at  the  same  time  cheap,  a very  great  improvement  would  be  effected 
but  I do  not  myself  know  in  what  direction  to  seek  for  such  a change. 

1601.  Have  you  made  experiments  with  gas,  or  with  camphine,  which  has 
been  lately  introduced  ? — No,  I have  tried  some  other  substances  ; I have  tried 
the  vapour  of  naphtha. 

] 602.  In  any  of  them,  have  you  found  a superior  flame  ? — I have  found 
nothing  that  I conceive  warrants  the  running  of  any  risk,  in  regard  to  the 
regular  exhibition  of  the  lights,  which  is  more  or  less  involved  in  the  use  of 
gaseous  substances. 

1603.  Mr.  Chapman.]  Was  not  that  also  your  father’s  opinion  ?— Yes. 

1604.  Chairman .]  Then  since  the  inquiry  in  1834  has  there,  in  fact,  been 
much  improvement  made  in  the  mode  of  illuminating  ? — The  only  practical 
improvements  of  which  I am  aware  are  those  I have  already  described,  the 
changes  in  the  form  of  the  dioptric  fixed  apparatus,  and  in  the  addition  of 
totally  reflecting  zones  ; also  in  the  changes  in  the  form  of  the  chimney,  and 
the  addition  of  Dr.  Faraday’s  ventilating  tube.  There  are  besides  some  less 
important  changes  in  the  arrangements  of  the  apparatus  which  tend  to  eco- 
nomise the  light. 

1 605.  Has  the  glass  by  which  the  current  of  air  is  narrowed  about  two- thirds 
upon  the  flame,  been  adopted  with  a view  to  increase  the  consumption  of 
carbon,  and  thereby  increasing  the  light  ?—  No,  it  has  not. 

1 606.  Do  you  not  conceive  that  that  might  add  to  the  brilliancy  of  the 
flame  r — I think  not.  I would  observe  with  respect  to  that,  that  the  object  in  a 
lighthouse  is  not  to  get  a very  high  flame,  but  a wide  and  steady  flame,  a flame 
that  does  not  change  its  contour,  but  burns  steadily. 

1607.  Have  you  burnt  a lamp  with  five  wicks  instead  of  four  ?— Yes. 

1608.  What  has  been  the  result  of  that?— The  result  has  been  a greatly 
increased  volume  of  flame,  which  is  a great  object  in  increasing  the  duration 
of  the  flashes  in  a revolving  light,  but  it  produces  a great  increase  in  the  ex- 
penditure of  oil,  to  the  extent,  I should  say,  of  one-third. 

1609.  Then  the  object  you  have  had  in  view  in  the  improvement  has  been 
to  increase  the  horizontal  diameter  of  the  flame  ? — Yes,  that  has  been  the 
great  object. 

1610.  And  do  you  conceive  there  is  much  improvement  in  that  respect  by 
this  apparatus  ?— Not  much  practical  improvement ; that  is  still  the  direction 
in  which  improvement  is  to  be  sought. 

1611.  Have  you  calculated  the  expense  of  the  present  lamp  for  dioptric 
lights,  which  has  four  wicks,  as  compared  with  the  argand  burner?— The 
expense  of  a dioptric  lamp,  with  four  wicks,  is  2401.  15  s.  3 d.,  upon  the  average 
price  of  6s.  5 id.  per  gallon  for  the  oil. 

1612.  For  how  many  hours  a day?— Upon  an  average  somewhat  more  than 
11  hours.  For  the  year  ending  31st  December  1843,  in  24  lighthouses,  the 
burning  of  the  lamps  throughout  the  year  was  equivalent  to  99,036  J hours  of 
a single  lamp,  and  the  consumption  of  oil  was  19,951  % gallons.  The  average 
number  of  hours’  burning  of  the  lamps  at  one  lighthouse  in  1843,  is  4,150 
hours  of  every  burner.  I.  divide  that  quantity  by  365,  the  number  of  days  in  the 

year,  and  that  gives  me  1T37. 

,613,  You 
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1613.  You  were  examined  in  1834  respecting  the  state  of  the  lighthouses  A-  Stevenson,  Estj. 

in  France ; can  you  state  if  any,  and  what  improvement  has  taken  place  since 

then? — I am  in  constant  correspondence  with  M.  Fresnel,  the  engineer  of  5 May  1845. 
French  lighthouses,  and  all  the  improvements  which  we  have  adopted  have 

been  adopted  in  France ; while  on  the  other  hand,  we  in  Scotland  have  adopted 
all  the  latest  improvements  in  France. 

1614.  Do  you  consider  your  lights  in  Scotland  as  good  as  the  French  lights 
generally  r — I think  they  are  as  good  as  any  French  lights. 

1615.  Mr.  Somes.]  How  are  the  Scotch,  compared  with  the  English  lights? — 

I cannot  see  that  there  is  any  difference  at  all  in  their  general  appearance ; 

I am  not  aware  that  there  is  any  difference. 

1616.  Chairman.]  What  has  been  the  effect  of  introducing  zones  instead  of 
mirrors  ; has  that  increased  the  brilliancy  of  the  light  ? — It  has  increased  the 
quantity  of  light  given  out  by  that  part  of  the  apparatus  about  one-third ; not 
one-third  of  the  whole,  but  one-tliird  of  that  derived  from  the  accessory  part 
of  the  apparatus. 

1617.  Some  difficulties  were  stated  in  distinguishing  lights;  has  any  im- 
provement been  made  in  the  means  of  distinguishing  one  light  from  another  r 

I regret  to  say,  none. 

1618.  What  are  the  means  of  distinguishing  lights  which  you  have  now  in 
Scotland  r — There  are  at  present  nine  distinctions,  of  which  only  seven  are  in 
use  on  the  Scotch  coast. 

i(5i 9.  What  are  they? — The  fixed,  the  revolving  white,  the  revolving  red 
and  white,  the  revolving  red  with  two  lights,  the  revolving  white  with  two  reds, 
flashing,  intermittent,  double  fixed  lights,  and  double  revolving  white  lights. 

1620.  Are  these  the  same  that  are  used  in  England  r— They  are,  with  the 
exception  of  the  flashing  and  the  intermittent. 

1621.  Are  they  not  used  in  England? — They  are  not,  so  far  as  I know. 

1622.  In  regard  to  the  Irish  lights,  are  these  distinctions  used  there  too  ? — 

Those  two  are  not,  I believe. 

1 623.  But  all  the  others  are  ? — I think  the  others  are. 

1624.  Are  not  the  French  lights  distinguished  by  the  time  of  the  flashes,  and 
not  by  the  colour  r — They  are  distinguished  by  the  time  of  the  flashes  only ; 
by  nothing  else. 

1625.  Are  there  no  lamps  of  different  colours  used  in  France  ? — No,  not  that 
I am  aware  of.  There  may  be  very  lately ; because  M.  Fresnel  some  time  ago 
applied  to  me  for  a specimen  of  red  glass,  for  the  purpose  of  trying  that ; but  I 
think  he  has  never  introduced  the  red  light. 

1626.  Have  you  ever  made  any  experiment  to  ascertain  whether  the  system 
of  flashes  or  that  of  colour  is  the  most  useful  r — The  distinction  by  the  duration- 
of  the  flashes  alone  seems  to  afford  too  little  room  for  making  wide  differences 
between  the  various  lights.  I think  it  is  necessary  to  have  recourse  to  colour, 
although  there  is  a great  loss  of  light  attending  it. 

1627.  You  think,  however,  the  mode  of  distinguishing  lights  by  colour  is 
more  useful  to  navigators  than  by  flashes? — I should  say  the  difficulty  in 
excluding  colour  entirely  is  very  great,  because  you  cannot  obtain  a sufficient 
number  of  variations  in  the  appearance  of  the  lights  for  all  the  purposes 
required  without  recourse  to  this  expedient,  which,  it  must  be  confessed,  is- 
somewhat  awkward.  Where  there  is  a sufficient  distinction  between  the  flashes 
of  one  lighthouse  and  the  flashes  of  another  I should  prefer  the  flashes : but 
when  you  come  to  make  small  differences  in  time,  I rather  think  it  is  not 
desirable,  and  that  you  must  have  recourse  to  colour,  in  order,  at  various 
points  along  a line  of  coast,  to  make  a difference ; but  it  ought  to  be  done  as 
sparingly  as  possible. 

1628.  With  reference  to  the  lights  mentioned  in  the  paper  delivered  in  under 
the  head  of  “ Lighthouses  existing  and  contemplated,”  which  describes  the  whole 
of  the  existing  lights,  do  you  consider  that  the  whole  of  these  are  best  suited  to 
their  present  situation  ? — I do. 

H129.  I observe,  in  the  same  paper,  that  the  new  works  executed  by  the 
Board  since  the  last  Lighthouse  Act  are  1 3 in  number,  upon  which  the  amount 
of  113,338?.  has  been  expended;  has  that  expense  been  all  incurred  under 
the  responsibility  and  upon  the  plans  of  the  engineer  ? — It  has. 

1 630.  Without  any  concurrent  sanction  of  any  other  engineer  ? — The  only 
case  in  which  recourse  was  had  to  the  advice  of  another  engineer  was  that  of 

°*36.  N Skerryvore, 
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A.  Stexensov,  Esq.  Skerryvore,  in  regard  to  a proposal  made  by  Sir  Samuel  Browne,  who  proposed 

that  the  lighthouse  should  be  constructed  of  iron,  and  not  of  stone. 

5 May  1845.  1631.  Mr.  So7ncs.]  What  was  the  object  of  that? — To  save  expense.  On 

that  occasion  the  Commissioners  consulted  Mr.  George  Rennie  and  Mr.  William 
Cubitt,  as  to  whether  they  would  recommend  the  adoption  of  a stone  building, 
like  the  Eddystone,  or  whether  they  would  recommend  the  adoption  of  Sir 
Samuel  Browne’s  plan,  and  they  both  reported  decidedly  in  favour  of  a stone 
building. 

1632.  Chairman.']  And  that  is  the  only  instance  where  advice  has  been  called 
in  ? — The  only  instance. 

1 633.  I observe  that  various  lighthouses  are  in  erection  at  Cromarty,  Cha- 
nonry  Point,  and  Covesea  Skerries  ? — Yes. 

1 634.  Are  there  any  other  lights  contemplated  by  the  Board  ? — Resolutions 
have  been  come  to  to  build  a lighthouse  upon  a coast  of  Caithness,  and  also 
upon  Ardnamurehan  in  Argyleshire. 

1635.  Are  these  all  you  contemplate  at  the  present  time? — These  are  all 
regarding  which  any  specific  resolution  has  been  come  to  ; there  are  several  in 
contemplation,  and  several  have  been  applied  for  by  the  trade. 

1636.  Have  there  been  any  applications  by  the  trade  ? — There,  have  been 
applications  for  a light  upon  the  eastern  coast  of  Zetland,  and  also  for  lights  in 
the  Sound  of  Skye,  Hoy  Sound  in  Orkney,  and  some  others. 

1637.  Mr.  Chapman.]  Were  any  of  these  applications  from  the  trade?— 
Yes,  the  application  from  Zetland,  and  that  flout  Skye,  came  from  ship- 
owners. 

1638.  Not  from  those  who  would  have  to  pay  the  tolls? — Yes,  from  the 
owners  of  ships  which  must  pass  the  light. 

1639.  Chairman.]  What  clo  you  mean  by  the  statement,  that  since  the  rule 
for  exhibiting  the  lights  between  sunset  and  sunrise  has  been  adopted,  an 
increased  expenditure  of  oil  has  been  occasioned  ? — Formerly  the  lightkeepers 
were  directed  to  exhibit  the  light  from  the  going  away  of  daylight  to  the  return 
of  daylight ; they  are  now  directed  to  exhibit  the  light  so  as  to  be  seen  from 
sunset  to  sunrise.  The  Board  considered  it  was  desirable  to  have  uniformity 
of  practice  in  the  three  kingdoms,  and  that  also  the.  former  rule  left  with  the 
lightkeeper  too  much  of  a discretionary  power  as  to  when  the  light  was  to  be 
exhibited ; that  there  was  no  fixed  rule. 

1 640.  When  was  that  change  made  ? — About  four  years  ago. 

1641.  Are  the  lights  in  England  and  Ireland  from  sunset  to  sunrise  ? — They 
are. 

1642.  Then  in  the  United  Kingdom  the  same  rule  prevails? — The  same 
rule. 

1 643.  And  there  has  been  a small  increased  expenditure  in  consequence  of 
that  ? — Yes,  of  780  l.  per  annum. 

1644.  How  many  lights  have  you  altogether  now?— There  are  at  present  on 
the  coast  of  Scotland  25  lighthouse  stations  ; of  these  stations  there  are  four 
double,  namely,  the  Isle  of  May,  Pentland  Skerry,  Pladda,  and  Girdleness,  and 
the  Board  have  also,  at  the  request  of  the  Post-office  department,  assumed  the 
superintendence  of  the  light  at  Portpatrick  Harbour.  In  this  way  there  are 
30  light-rooms  under  the  direction  of  the  Board. 

1645.  Have  you  made  any  estimate  of  the  ordinary  annual  expenditure  for 
maintaining  these  30  lights  ? — Returns  have  been  given  in  to  that  effect. 
I should  say  that  the  ordinary  annual  expenditure  is  about  2 1,000 l.  at  most 
upon  an  average ; it  does  not  exceed  that. 

1646.  By  the  return  for  the  year  1 843,  the  total  net  receipts  for  that  year 

were  44,083  l.  ? — I believe  so. 

1647*  Then  the  surplus  has  hitherto  been  applied  to  building  new  light- 
houses ? — Chiefly. 

1648.  Have  you  made  any  estimate  of  the  expenses  for  the  present  year  r— 
Yes ; my  estimate  amounts  to  23,559 1.  16s.  lOcZ.  It  includes  three  new  lights. 

1 649.  Have  you,  in  respect  of  foreign  lighthouses,  had  an  opportunity  of 
examining  any  others  than  those  in  France  ?— I have  seen  the  lights  in  the 
Baltic,  and  I have  seen  a fight  or  two  in  Spain. 

1650.  But  you  have  not  been  on  shore  to  examine  them> — No,  I have 
not. 

1 651-  What  class  of  fights  were  they  ?— They  were  generally  very  inferior  to 

those 
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those  of  Great  Britain.  I have  also  seen  some  of  the  apparatus  in  Holland,  A.  Steve  nson.  lisq. 
under  the  direction  of  Mr.  Moritz,  the  engineer  there.  — — 

1652.  Have  you  -visited  any  of  them  so  as  to  be  able  to  judge  what  class  of  5 May  ^45- 
lights  they  are  ? — I have  not  visited  the  lighthouses,  but  I have  seen  the  appa- 
ratus in  preparation  before  being  sent  to  the  lighthouse. 

16.53.  Mr.  Chapman.']  Are  you  aware  that  an  iron  lighthouse  was  built  here 
and  sent  out  to  Jamaica  lately? — Yes,  I saw  it. 

1 654.  Would  not  that  have  done  for  Skerryvore  ? — No.  The  great  objection 
to  an  iron  lighthouse  is  the  difficulty  of  fixing  it. 

1655.  Do  you  mean  the  foundation? — Yes  ; the  foundation  of  an  iron  light- 
house must  every  day  grow  worse  instead  of  better,  because  there  must  be  a 
constant  tremor  if  the  sea  strikes  it,  and  that  tremor  must  cause  a grinding 
of  the  surfaces  composing  the  fixtures,  which  will  at  length  get  loose.  It  was 
upon  that  ground  chiefly  that  the  adoption  of  stone  was  determined  on  for 
Skerryvore. 

1656.  Chairman.]  In  the  paper  you  have  delivered  in,  you  state  the  Ame- 
ricans have  upwards  of  200  land  lights  along  the  coast,  and  28  floating  lights ; 
have  you  visited  them  ? — No,  I have  not. 

1657.  From  what  authority  do  you  take  that  ?— I take  that  from  a statement 
in  a book  of  my  brother’s,  upon  the  civil  engineering  of  North  America.  He 
travelled  through  the  country,  and  obtained  that  information  from  the  depart- 
ment of  the  government  under  which  the  lighthouses  are  placed. 

1658.  You  state,  ee  their  management  is  entrusted  to  a Board,  called  the 
General  Lighthouse  Establishment,  which  appears  to  have  been  regularly  orga- 
nized so  early  as  the  year  1791 will  you  state  what  the  nature  of  that  Board 
is,  and  how  its  duties  are  executed  ? — It  forms  a part  of  the  treasury  of  the 
United  States  ; it  is  under  the  fifth  auditor  of  the  treasury ; but  I do  not  know 
anything  of  the  executive  part  of  the  management. 

1659.  you  understand  by  land  lights  that  they  are  situate  on  the  rivers 
and  lakes? — The  great  majority  are  in  the  rivers  and  lakes,  and  are  very 
inferior  establishments  to  those  of  Europe. 

1660.  You  state  them  to  be  under  the  treasury ; do  you  mean  that  the  ex- 
pense is  defrayed  by  the  public  treasury  ? — I understand  so. 

1661.  And  there  are  no  light  dues? — I believe  not. 

1662.  You  state  the  total  expenditure  connected  with  the  lighthouse  esta- 
blishment, in  the  year  1837,  was  about  71,352  l.  ; a sum  which  includes  about 
7,000 1.  for  the  maintenance  of  upwards  of  600  buoys  and  beacons,  which  are 
likewise  under  the  care  of  the  lighthouse  establishment ; is  that  taken  from 
official  documents  ? — That  is  from  the  same  authority. 

1663.  You  also  state  the  apparatus  in  those  lighthouses  is  on  the  catoptric 
principle ; but  the  reflectors,  which  are  illuminated  by  means  of  Argand  lamps, 
are  of  polished  tin  plate  and  of  small  dimensions ; the  light  is  from  spermaceti 
oil,  the  produce  of  the  American  South  Sea  fishery ; but  experiments  have 
lately  been  made  upon  oil  produced  from  cotton  seed,  and  there  is  some  pro- 
bability that  this  oil  will  be  universally  employed  in  the  lighthouses  of  America  ? 

— Yes  ; I believe  that  is  so. 

1664.  Mr.  Duncan.']  Are  you  in  the  practice  from  time  to  time  of  visiting 
the  lights  of  the  Tay  ? — Yes. 

1665.  Does  that  form  part  of  your  duty  as  connected  with  the  Northern 
Lights  ? — It  does  not. 

1666.  Can  you  state  to  the  Committee  under  what  direction  the  Tay  lights 
are  placed,  and  the  description  of  that  direction  ? — They  are  placed  under  the 
management  of  the  Fraternity  of  Seamen  at  Dundee. 

1667.  Do  they  hold  that  under  any  particular  grant,  that  you  are  aware  of? 

— I believe  they  do. 

1668.  Do  you  consider  the  lights  of  the  Tay  and  the  beacons  and  buoys  to 
be  in  as  efficient  a state  as  if  they  were  under  the  special  surveillance  of  the 
Northern  Lights  Commissioners  ?— I think  they  are ; so  far  as  the  condition  of 
the  lighthouses  is  concerned  they  are  very  efficient.  The  buildings  are  old, 
and  not  in  every  respect  upon  the  last  model,  but  they  are  perfectly  efficient. 

I have  been  requested  to  visit  them  generally  once  a year  or  once  in  two  years 
by  the  Fraternity  of  Seamen ; and  have  examined  them  and  reported  upon 
them,  and  given  directions  for  any  changes  or  improvements  that  seemed  to  be 
required. 

°-36.  n 2 1669.  And 
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A.  Stevenson,  Esq.  1 669.  And  have  you  from  time  to  time  found  the  corporation  willing 

— adopt  your  suggestion  and  follow  out  your  recommendations  ? — They  have  Wn 

5 May  1845.  at  aJl  times  most  ready  to  do  so. 

1 670.  Chairman.']  These  lights  are  harbour  lights,  and  can  only  be  seen  br 
vessels  coming  into  the  harbour  ? — They  are  intended  to  guide  vessels  to  the 
entrance  of  the  Tay. 

1671.  Mr.  Duncan.]  Is  it  within  your  knowledge  that  a considerable  number 
of  shipwrecks  have  taken  place  lately  at  the  bar  of  the  Tay,  near  the  Buddon 
Ness  lighthouses  ? — A considerable  number  of  shipwrecks  have  taken  place. 

1672.  Are  you  aware,  that  as  to  vessels  coming  from  the  South,  in  taking  the 
Tay,  which  is  very  narrow  at  the  bar,  in  thick  weather  the  two  lights  are  fre- 
quently so  obscure  that  they  cannot  see  them,  and  the  wind  blowing  in  upon 
the  land,  they  get  so  embayed  that  they  lose  the  leading  lights,  and  thus  the 
vessels  run  on  shore  ? — I believe  that  has  happened  more  than  once. 

1673.  Has  your  attention  at  any  time  been  called  to  the  propriety  of  having 
a floating  light  placed  outside,  so  as  to  lead  in  vessels  which  may  not  catch  the 
lights  upon  the  Buddon  Ness  ? — Yes,  the  subject  has  been  mentioned  to  me. 

1674.  Have  you  reported  your  opinion  as  to  the  practicability  and  usefulness 
of  such  a light  being  placed  there  ? — No,  I think  not ; so  far  as  I remember 
I have  not. 

1675.  Then  as  your  attention  has  been  called  to  this  point,  do  you  think  it 
would  be  practicable  and  useful  for  the  shipping  upon  the  east  coast,  taking 
the  Tay,  to  have  a floating  light  there? — I do  not  know  any  circumstance 
which  would  render  it  impracticable  ; I am  not  aware  of  any. 

1676.  Do  you  think  it  would  be  useful,  so  far  as  your  general  knowledge  of 
lights  goes,  seeing  that  banks  intervene  between  the  Fairway  and  the  Buddon 
Ness  lights  ? — I am  not  altogether  certain  whether  a floating  light  could  be  so 
placed  as  to  answer  every  purpose  of  that  kind ; from  recollection,  I could 
scarcely  venture  to  give  an  opinion  as  to  that  point.  I can  give  an  opinion  to 
this  extent ; if  a floating  light  can  be  so  placed  as  to  answer  the  purpose,  that 
is,  if  the  position  of  the  banks  is  such  that  a floating  light  can  be  put  down 
properly,  there  can  be  no  doubt  it  would  be  useful  in  some  cases,  where  the 
inner  lights  might  not  be  seen. 

1677.  Mr.  Chapman.]  Have  you,  in  the  course  of  the  last  three  or  four 
years,  had  any  serious  complaints  against  the  efficiency  of  your  lights  r— No, 
none  whatever  ; the  only  case  of  complaint  against  the  efficiency  of  the  lights 
was  by  the  corporation  of  the  Trinity  House  with  regard  to  the  Little  Ross  Light; 
but  upon  that  subject  I had  previously  reported  to  the  Lighthouse  Commis- 
sioners that  I conceived  the  arrangement  of  small  lenses,  with  a rapid  revo- 
lution, was  disadvantageous. 

1678.  But  the  general  appearance  of  your  lights  has  not  been  complained 
of  i* — No,  not  in  any  case. 

1679.  Has  it  ever  occurred  to  you  to  make  a calculation  of  the  number  of 
ships  that  may  be  taken  to  be  saved  annually  by  the  exhibition  of  lights  ?— 
I have  no  means  of  ascertaining  that. 

1680.  Chairman.]  You  have  given  in  a statement  of  the  lighthouse-keepers’ 
duties  ; has  any  special  alteration  been  made  in  those  since  1834  ?— The  chief 
alteration  has  been  in  the  time  of  lighting.  There  are  also  some  minor  regu- 
lations with  regard  to  lighthouse-keepers  not  being  permitted  to  keep  dogs 
about  the  houses,  and  some  other  trifling  things.  The  dioptric  lights  also 
require  some  special  instructions. 

1681.  What,  upon  your  estimate,  does  each  burner  cost  per  annum?— The 
expense  of  a single  reflector  burner,  for  oil  alone,  may  be  taken  at  14/.  3s.  3 1, 
being  44  gallons  per  annum,  or  one-third  of  a gill  per  hour,  at  the  average 
price  of  6s.  5 \d.  per  gallon ; a dioptric  burner,  with  four  concentric  wicks, 
may  be  taken  at  about  15  or  17  of  the  others,  or  from  212/.  18s.  Od.  to 
240/.  15s.  3 d.  per  annum. 

1682.  And  how  many  burners  have  you  in  tile  whole?— There  are  424 
Argand  burners,  of  the  common  size,  lighted  every  night  in  the  Northern 
Lights,  and  four  dioptric  burners,  which  will  raise  the  whole  number  to  about 
484  or  4D2  burners. 

1683.  We  are  informed  that  the  Elder  Brethren  of  Trinity  House  visit  the 
lights  occasionally ; can  you  state  how  many  visits  they  have  paid  since  you 

haver 
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have  been  engineer? — Since  I have  been  engineer  there  has  been  only  one  A. 
visit. 

1684.  What  year  was  that? — 1843. 

1685.  They  paid  a visit  in  November  1836  ? — They  did. 

1 686.  Did  you  accompany  them? — No. 

1687.  A Mr.  Stevenson  is  mentioned? — That  was  my  father. 

1688.  In  1843  did  you  join  them  on  their  visit?— I accompanied  them  in 
their  inspection  round  the  coast. 

1689.  How  many  lighthouses  did  they  visit? — They  visited  all  the  light- 
houses, but  I joined  them  at  Greenock,  after  they  had  visited  the  Isle  of  Man, 
Little  Ross,  the  Mull  of  Galloway,  and  Corsewall  Point. 

1690.  Did  they  make  any  complaint  on  that  visit? — Yes,  I mentioned  before 
that  they  complained  of  the  distinctive  character  of  the  Little  Ross  Light ; they 
considered  the  flashes  to  be  too  short.  I had  previously  reported  to  the  Board, 
as  a defect  of  that  apparatus,  that  the  flash  seemed  to  be  somewhat  too  short  for 
a marked  appearance. 

1691.  Has  that  been  remedied  since  ? — No,  it  could  not  be  remedied  without 
putting  in  an  entirely  newr  apparatus,  and  the  defect  was  not  considered  of  so 
pressing  a description  ; the.  trade  have  never  complained  of  it ; they  find  the 
light  very  useful ; and  the  Board  came  to  a resolution  upon  my  report,  that 
upon  the  first  opportunity,  when  that  apparatus  could  be  applied  to  another 
light  with  a different  revolution,  reflectors  should  be  put  in  the  place  of  the 
lenses  at  Little  Ross. 

1692.  Were  you  furnished  with  a copy  of  the  report  of  the  Trinity  House? 

— There  was  a report  made  to  the  Commissioners,  which  was  remitted  to  me, 
and  upon  which  I reported. 

1693.  I observe  in  that  report  these  words  : “ The  Committee  having  thus 
accomplished  their  inspection  of  the  whole  light  establishments  in  Scotland, 
regret  to  report  that,  with  few  exceptions,  the  interior  walls  of  the  towers  were 
damp  and  discoloured,  and  appear  to  have  been  without  a coat  of  paint  or 
colour  for  some  considerable  time.  The  oil  cellars  being  under  ground,  were 
generally  damp,  and  the  dwellings  at  most  of  the  stations  far  from  clean.  The 
lamps  and  reflectors,  and  the  whole  lighting  apparatus,  were  in  perfect  and 
efficient  order  throughout.”  Do  you  recollect  that  portion  of  their  report  ? — 

I do. 

1 694.  What  course  was  taken  in  consequence  of  that  ? — With  regard  to  the 
first  point,  which  is  the  dampness  of  the  walls  and  cellars,  I may  observe  that 
that  is  in  all  the  cases  irremediable.  It  arises  from  the  badness  of  the  building 
materials,  in  those  places  where  the  stones  contain  veins,  and  with  all  the  care 
which  can  be  applied,  moisture  does  find  its  way  in.  In  the  mortar  too,  in 
many  cases,  the  sand  has  been  often  exposed  to  the  washing  of  the  sea  spray, 
and  an  efflorescence  comes  out,  which  gives  the  walls  a damp  appearance.  The 
walls  of  those  towers  which  are  damp  have  never  been  painted ; the  walls  are 
in  such  a state  that  they  cannot  be  painted.  With  regard  to  the  cellars,  they 
are  underground  cellars,  and  in  the  cases  alluded  to  the  foundation  is  14,  15, 
and  in  some  cases,  1 6 feet  under  the  moss  ; and  though  there  have  been  very 
careful  means  taken  to  provide  a large  drain,  they  are  damp.  It  is  difficult  to 
keep  the  cellars  perfectly  dry  ; but  no  practical  inconvenience  whatever  arises 
from  those  cellars  being  damp. 

3 695.  Does  not  the  oil  suffer  ? — No,  not  in  the  least  degree ; on  the  contrary, 
the  temperature  of  the  greater  number  of  the  oil  cellars  never  varies  more  than 
three  degrees ; we  keep  a thermometer  in  the  cellar. 

1696.  Are  the  other  stores  kept  in  the  cellar? — No,  they  are  kept  in  the 
building  above  the  cellar. 

1697.  Mr.  Chapman .]  What  does  that  thermometer  stand  at? — At  about 
49,  I think. 

1698.  Mr.  Duncan.']  Does  not  that  damp  appearance  very  often  arise  from 
the  walls  being  built  of  sea-sand? — Yes,  very  often. 

3 699.  Chairman. J Then  are  we  to  consider  those  objections  have  not  yet 
been  removed? — No  ; with  regard  to  the  dampness  of  cellars,  I must  say  I do 
not  know  what  I could  do  to  remedy  it ; I am  not  aware  of  any  steps  that  could 
he  taken. 

1700.  But  you  do  not  see  any  practical  evil  arising? — No;  with  regard  to 
the  other  objection,  the  state  of  the  houses,  that  is  more  important,  because  it 
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A.  Stevenson,  Esq.  is  in  contravention  of  a general  rule  by  which  the  lighthouse  keepers  are  re- 

— 7“  quired  to  be  cleanly  in  their  houses  and  their  persons.  I must  say  I could 

5 May  1845.  see  n0  groun{j.  for  the  objection  myself.  Some  of  the  stations  were  visited  at  a 
very  early  hour  in  the  morning,  before  the  keepers  were  up,  and  their  houses 
were  in  confusion  where  there  were  large  families.  In  some  cases  the  walls  of 
the  houses  are  discoloured  by  smoke ; that  also  has  had  a great  deal  of  at- 
tention from  the  Commissioners  in  various  cases,  but  sometimes  not  to  any 
purpose  ; we  found  it  very  difficult  to  prevent  smoke  in  such  exposed  places.  " 

1701.  The  Elder  Brethren  also  report,  that  “ with  the  exception  of  the  Bell 
Rock  and  Skerryvore,  the  whole  of  the  towers  and  dwellings  being  composed  of 
dark  stone,  give  the  establishments  a sombre  appearance,  and  render  them  com- 
paratively useless  as  beacons  by  day  ” ? — Yes,  that  is  the  case ; that  suggestion 
appears  to  me  to  be  a good  one,  and  steps  have  been  taken  in  consequence 
to  whitewash  the  outside  of  the  towers,  to  rough-cast  them  with  lime  • 
only  one  of  them  has  yet  been  done,  but  two  others  are  in  progress  this  year” 
The  operation  would  have  gone  on  more  rapidly,  but  we  embraced  at  the  same 
time  the  occasion  offered  by  doing  that  operation  to  repair  the  joints  of  the 
masonry  of  the  buildings,  and  it  is  entrusted  to  a workman  who  sees  the  whole 
thing  done  himself.  I should  add,  that  it  had  formerly  been,  many  years  aoo 
at  Pladda,  Corsewall,  and  some  others,  but  chiefly  with  a view  to  counteract 
damp. 

1702.  They  also  observe,  “the  white  tops  of  the  lanterns  were  seen  at  a con- 
siderable distance,  while  the  towers  and  dwellings  wrere  not  discernible  until 
approached  within  a mile  or  two have  you  found  that  yourself  ?— Repeatedly 

1703.  Is  there  any  way  of  correcting  that  ?— Yes ; the  only  question  with 
the  commissioners  was,  whether  they  should  adopt  red  or  white,  because  red  is 
shown  better  in  contrast  with  almost  ever}''  other  colour. 

1704.  What  colour  has  been  determined  upon  ? — White. 

1 705.  Were  there  any  other  suggestions  made  by  the  Elder  Brethren,  do 

you  recollect?—1 There  were  some  regarding  the  position  of  some  of  the  light- 
houses. 0 


1706.  As  to  that  at  the  Start  Point ?— Yes,  to  me  personally. 

1707.  “This  light  the  committee  are  of  opinion  has  been  injudiciously 
removed  from  North  Ronaldsay  ; in  its  present  position  it  affords  no  guide  to 
ships  or  vessels  rounding  the  Orkneys,  as  the  low  land  of  North  Ronaldsay 
extends  some  miles  north  of  it : should  any  alteration  of  site  be  proposed,  it  is 
hoped  the  northernmost  point  of  the  island  may  be  selected,  and  not  the  north- 
eastern pomt,  where  the  beacon  now  stands.”  Has  anything  been  done  in 
consequence  of  that  recommendation  ? — No  ; a resolution  has  been  under  con- 
sideration to  rebuild  the  Start  Point  Lighthouse ; the  expense  would  be 
aons*^rable  fr°m  tlie  want  of  building  materids : but  with  regard  to  that  view, 
the  Elder  Brethren  mention  that  the  lighthouse  has  been  injudiciously  removed 
from  North  Ronaldsay  to  its  present  position.  That  was  done  in  the  year  1806, 
after  twelve  years  experience  of  the  effect  of  the  lighthouse  at  North  Rondd- 
say,  which  did  not  appear  to  answer  the  purpose  intended.  In  1796,  three 
wrecks  had  occurred  at  the  island  of  Sanday,  where  the  light  now  stands ; in 
1797,  one  wreck;  m 1798,  five  wrecks ; in  1799,  two  wrecks.  This  state  of 

was  reported  by  the  former  engineer  of  the  Board,  and  after  consi- 
Rn^i!iCc,  tbe+ft10^  t]t%  Fesol^ed  t0  transfer  the  lighthouse  from  North 
noenfvirl  Lnr  Ih*  °/  SandaF-  Since  that  time,  no  wrecks  have 

in  tu  i s tb|6  I?land  of.  Sunday  tliat  I am  aware  of,  but  one  that  took  place 
m the  daytime,  during  a thick  fog. 

In  the  commissioners  have  hesitated  to  attend 

tion^to  rehidld?h  frnu!rN0  5 .the.  commissioners  have  not  come  to  a resolu- 
^udd  the  lighthouse  m its  present  place,  being  deterred  by  the 

Watfnn^n^ thele  Srounds  they  would  have  considerable 
hesitation  m lemoving  a lighthouse  which  is  now  very  well  known,  and  seems 
to  have  answered  the  purpose  for  which  it  was  placed  there. 

1RoH9‘  Yp1'6  ^ the  Elder  Brethren  visited  the  lighthouses  also  in 

* the  coaston  two  different  occasions; 

mad!  nVplf!  ^ ?ld  Fnth  of  ^de,  with  a view  to  a reference  that  was 
made  to  them  regarding  beacons  and  buoys. 

^ n°\F  *°  the  °*er  “grouses  ?-Not  so  far  as  I 
motion”’ 1 ^ k 0n  fllat  occaslon;  but  they  have  made  two  entire  exa- 
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1711.  Since  1836  ? — Yes;  since  the  time  the  Act  came  into  force. 

1712.  Now  there  is  a charge  here  for  the  tender  establishment ; is  that  under 
your  charge  ? — It  is. 

1713.  In  1 843 1 observed  the  expense  of  the  Regent  tender  was  1,600  l.,  and 
the  Bell  Rock  tender  8171.;  do  these  now  continue  ? — They  do. 

1714.  Do  you  consider  that  establishment  and  the  Regent  tender  absolutely 
necessary,  for  the  supply  of  the  stores  and  the  visits  which  are  requisite  ? — 
— I think  it  would  be  very  difficult  to  supply  the  stores  in  any  other  way ; 
hiring  vessels  occasionally  would  be  a very  uncertain  mode  of  proceeding,  and 
you  would  every  year  get  persons  who  were  unaccustomed  to  and  unacquainted 
with  the  difficulty  of  landing  at  the  various  stations. 

1715.  Is  either  of  these  a steam-vessel  ? — No,  not  yet:  a resolution  has  been 
come  to  to  build  a steam-vessel. 

1716.  Then  will  the  building  of  a steam-vessel  render  either  of  these  unne- 
cessary ? — Yes,  it  will ; one  of  them  at  least. 

1717.  Where  are  they  building  the  steam-vessel  ? — At  Millwall,  on  the 
Thames. 

1718.  Will  that  supersede  the  use  of  the  Regent  tender? — Entirely. 

1719.  Is  that  intended  for  the  east  coast  of  Scotland  principally? — That  will 
be  a general  tender  : she  will  do  the  duty  of  the  whole  coast ; but  in  winter  it 
seems  likely  her  station  will  be  on  the  west  coast,  from  the  great  difficulty  of 
communicating  with  some  of  the  lighthouses  there.  That  is  one  object  the 
commissioners  had  in  view  in  building  a steamer,  to  obtain  the  means  of  com- 
municating with  those  distant  lighthouses. 

1720.  Then  upon  that  steamer  being  finished  this  Regent  tender,  you  think,' 
will  be  dispensed  with  ? — I am  certain  of  that. 

1721.  Will  the  expenses  of  a steamer  be  greater  than  that? — Very  con- 
siderably. 

1722.  Mr.  Chapman.]  Do  you  mean  to  build  her  of  iron  or  of  wood  ? — Of 
iron. 

i 723.  Chairman.']  One  of  the  papers  you  have  given  in  is  a diary  of  the  em- 
ployment of  the  tenders  in  the  Northern  Lights’  service  for  each  day  of  the 
years  1843  and  1844  ; will  you  state  the  number  of  days  each  of  them  has  been 
employed  in  the  year? — In  1843  the  Regent  was  out  of  the  port  of  Leith  251 
days,  and  in  port  114.  In  1844  she  was  out  310  days,  and  in  56. 

1724.  Were  all  the  stores  delivered  by  that  tender  to  the  different  light- 
houses ? — By  that  and  the  Prince  of  Wales,  the  other  tender. 

1725.  Where  is  the  Prince  of  Wales  tender  kept? — Her  station  is  at 
Arbroath. 

1726.  That  is  the  Bell  Rock  ? — Yes  ; but  she  also  takes  part  of  the  general 
duty  of  supplying  the  lights. 

1727.  Then  if  a steamer  is  established  for  the  west  coast,  the  Prince  of  Wales 
will  serve  the  purpose  on  the  east  coast? — Yes. 

1728.  It  is  so  contemplated? — Yes. 

1729.  Where  is  the  Prince  of  Wales  kept  generally? — At  Arbroath,  for  the 
most  part. 

1730.  Have  you  made  any  calculation  what  the  expense  would  be  of  send- 
ing the  oil  and  other  stores  required  at  the  lighthouses  by  public  conveyances, 
if  these  tenders  were  not  in  use  ? — No,  I have  not. 

1731 . Do  you  believe  that  any  saving  would  arise  from  that  ? — I am  inclined 
to  think  not ; the  loss  of  time  would  be  considerable  in  making  arrangements. 

1732.  And  a liability  of  damage  to  the  stores  ? — Yes. 

1733.  Have  these  vessels  ever  been  required  unexpectedly  for  any  particular 
duty ; or  do  they  merely  take  the  routine  at  the  proper  seasons  of  supplying 
the  stores  ? — They  are  frequently  required  to  go  on  a short  notice,  in  case  of 
anything  occurring.  One  very  common  emergency  is,  the  breaking  of  the 
panes  of  glass  in  the  lantern.  I have  known  instances  where  more  than  half 
the  panes  of  the  lantern  were  blown  in  by  a gale  of  wind. 

1734.  What  kind  of  glass  do  you  use? — Very  strong  plate-glass,  a quarter  of 
an  inch  thick. 

1735-  And  that  has  been  blown  in  ? — Yes,  it  has,  on  two  occasions,  within 
my  recollection,  at  Dunnethead ; and  sometimes  sea-fowl  have  come  through. 

1736.  Then  in  your  opinion  that  department  could  not  be  more  economi- 
0.36.  n 4 cally 
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A.  Stevenson,  Esq.  cally  conducted  than  it  now  is  ? — No,  I think  not ; not,  certainly,  by  t 
vessels. 

1737.  What  is  the  nature  of  the  establishment  at  Leith,  where  the  Re»ent 
lies  ? — It  consists  of  a yard  enclosed  by  walls  and  sheds,  and  a storehouse  for 
containing  the  goods  which  are  to  be  arranged  for  shipment. 

1738.  Does  the  storekeeper,  who  is  put  down  here  with  a salary  of  50 1 
remain  at  Leith  ? — Constantly. 

1 739-  Then  it  is  under  his  charge  that  these  stores  are  received  f— Yes,  that 
the  packages  are  received ; he  does  not  judge  of  the  quality  at  all. 

1 740.  Have  you  the  entire  management  of  that  department  ? — Yes. 

1741.  In  the  statement  of  miscellaneous  expenses,  there  are  bills  for  half- 
yearly  dinners  for  the  commissioners.  Is  that  at  the  Board  office  r — No ; that 
is,  generally  speaking,  at  the  British  Hotel  in  Edinburgh. 

1742.  Annually? — No;  half-yearly  meetings. 

1743.  I observe  law  expenses  294 1. ; are  you  aware  what  they  are  owing  to} 
— I do  not  know  the  details,  but  they  are  chiefly  with  regard  to  the  settle- 
ment of  feus  and  the  making  of  contracts  for  new  works.  Mr.  Cunin^ham 
can  give  more  exact  information  upon  that  subject. 

1744-  I see  a charge  for  instruments  60?.;  are  those  instruments  required 

by  you  ? — Yes.  n 

1745-  For  your  officer — Yes,  for  the  department. 

1 746-  Of  what  nature  are  they  ?— The  principal  part  of  these  are  instruments 
for  the  purpose  of  testing  the  optical  apparatus,  some  arrangement  of  telescopes 
and  also  clinometers  and  goniometers,  to  measure  the  angles  and  inclinations 
of  the  prisms. 

1747.  Do  they  remain  in  the  office  r— They  remain  in  the  office. 

1748-  I observe  100  7.  for  experiments ; are  these  by  your — Yes. 

1749*  What  is  the  nature  of  these  experiments  ? — Some  experiments  were 
made  at  the  desire  of  Captain  Basil  Hall,  with  a view  of  ascertaining  whether 
it  was  practicable  to  make  a fixed  light  of  greater  intensity,  by  means  of  lenses 
revolving  with  very  great  rapidity.  That  was  one  principal  source  of  expense ; 
and  the  result  of  the  experiment  was  that  it  could  not  be  done. 

1750.  That  was  in  1842,  I think? — Yes. 

1751-  Have  you  been  making  any  experiments  in  the  last  year  r— No.  there 
have  been  none. 

1751*.  Then  these  expenses  did  not  occur  r — No. 

17.52.  I observe  “superannuation  allowances,  7731"  are  these  all  allow- 
ances to  men  who  have  been  in  the  service  of  the  Northern  Light  establish- 
ment ? — Yes,  the)'  are. 

*7 7.3'  ^ou  pay  no  pensions  to  any  but  persons  who  have  been  servants  of  the 
establishment .- — No. 

1754.  I observe  “ Robert  Stevenson that  is  your  father  ? Yes. 

1 "35-  How  long  was  lie  in  the  service  ? — Considerably  upwards  of  40  years. 

1 750.  What  age  is  he  now  f— He  is  now  74  or  75,  I am  not  sure  which. 
1757-  He  retired  in  January  1843? — Yes. 

1758.  There  is  921.  16s.  put  down  as  charities,  small  allowances  to  indivi- 
duals ; what  is  the  nature  of  these  ?-These  are  allowances  that  were  made  by 
the  comnussioners  to  different  parties,  either  servants  or  the  families  of  servants, 
charities  t0  ^ ^ ACt’  ™der  wbicl1  they  conceive  they  have  110  power  to  give 
1 759-  And  that  is  for  a short  time  r —Merely  during  tile  incumbent's  life. 
wiR7Speak  to^that6  ^ SUm  °f  123 1 for  tbe  “come-tax ?— Mr.  Cuningham 

at  Vi’lHe,T  vS°  SPoak  t0  ‘i16  other  charges  incurred  in  tlie  establishment 
Shi~ Yes'i  Som?ot  those  charges  in  the  establishment  at  Edin- 
brngh  1 can  also  speak  to,  the  painting,  fuel,  gas,  and  so  on. 

’Tfa-  Do  you  know  why  the  lighthouses  become  chargeable  to  the  income- 
4 , No,l  b'it  the  SttbJ?ct  was  Tei7  much  discussed  at  the  Board,  I know. 

\ll3'  ®ld  aPPef-  or  tr>: the  question  ?-Yes,  they  appealed. 

1764-  And  the  appeal  was  rejected : — Yes.  1 1 

n7vm,  ^.ith  regard  to  the  applications  which  have  been  made  bv  steamers, 
can  you  give  any  information  ?-Mr.  Cuningham  will  be  able  to"  give  more 
accurate  information  upon  that  subject;  I know  some  steamers  have  been 

remitted 
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remitted  half . duties  ; those  going  short  voyages,  from  Leith  to  Dundee,  and 
Greenock  to  Stranraer,  Campbeltown,  Islay,  &c. 

17 66.  There  is  a statement  given  by  the  secretary  ? — Yes. 

1767.  And  that  is  the  whole  of  them,  is  it? — Yes. 

1768.  Now,  with  regard  to  training ; do  you  place  the  lighthouse-keepers 
under  any  particular  training  ? — They  are  required  to  reside  six  weeks  at  the 
Bell  Hock,  and  six  weeks  at  either  Inchkeith  or  the  Isle  of  May,  so  as 
to  see  both  a dioptric  light  and  a reflecting  light. 

1 769.  You  stated  before  how  the  Board  was  composed ; in  matters  of  reference, 
if  the  Board  should  continue,  do  you  consider  that  the  Trinity  House  is  the 
proper  body  to  whom  reference  should  be  made,  in  cases  where  disputes  arise 

about  lights,  or  that  the  Admiralty  or  any  other  would  be  preferable  r We 

have  derived  much  assistance  from  the  Trinity  House,  in  regard  to  the  placing 
of  buoys.  We  have  not  yet  placed  a light  with  their  concurrence,  except  Little 
Ross. 

1770.  Do  you  consider  that  there  should  be  anybody  having  control  over 
the  Trinity  Board,  as  well  as  over  yourselves  r — I think  it  would  be  very 
desirable  in  cases  of  difference  of  opinion  between  the  Boards. 

1 77 1 • Have  you  contemplated  at  all  a union  of  the  whole  of  the  lighthouses 
under  our  Board  ? — I have  frequently  heard  it  spoken  of. 

1772.  If  a Board  existed  in  London,  with  you  or  an  engineer  having  the 
same  duties  as  yourself,  do  you  consider  that  any  great  delay  or  inconvenience 
would  arise  from  any  references  that  might  be  requisite  to  carry  on  your  duty 
as  engineer  ? I think  if  the  reference  to  the  Board  in  London  were  confined 
solely  to  questions  as  to  the  positions  of  lights,  no  difficulty  would  arise  ; if  it 
were  extended  to  items  of  expenditure  under  my  management,  I think  in  some 
cases  it  might  be  inconvenient  with  regard  to  work  which  might  have  to  be 
done  in  haste. 

1773.  Do  you  consider  it  would  be  absolutely  necessary  that  in  Scotland 
some  local  officer  should  be  appointed  to  attend  to  the  lights  in  that  country  ? 
— I am  inclined  to  think  that  is  the  best  arrangement  for  the  superintendence 
of  the  lights,  not  for  the  fixing  of  their  positions,  which  latter  point  should  be 
referred  to  a board  of  control. 

1774.  Generally  speaking  you  have  the  executive  part  in  carrying  on  the 
lights  ? — Yes. 

1775-  The  orders  you  receive  from  the  Board  are  after  they  have  deter- 
mined to  establish  a light,  and  you  are  the  party  to  carry  it  on  upon  plans  sub- 
mitted by  yourself  for  their  consideration? — Yes. 

1776.  Might  not  those  plans  be  submitted  equally  to  the  Board  in  London  ? 
—I  am  not  aware  of  any  particular  advantage  that  would  be  derived  from  that ; 
the  site  once  fixed,  and  the  subject  of  the  plans  being  solely  an  engineering  one, 
it  would  imply  the  necessity  of  a visitation  of  an  engineer,  I think  to  no  purpose. 

1 777-  But  there  is  no  visitation  made  now  by  any  of  your  commissioners  in 
case  of  any  light  being  required  ? — They  always  visit  the  spot  before  deciding 
as  to  the  light. 

1778-  And  approve  or  disapprove  of  it  ? — Yes. 

1 779-  Then  what  are  the  advantages  you  derive  from  having  a Board  in 
Edinburgh,  which  you  would  not  have  if  the  Board  were  in  London  ?— The 
advantage  which  arises  from  more  frequent  and  immediate  communication  them 
as  to  any  matter  of  management  or  detail. 

1780.  Are  there  not  some  advantages  from  personal  communication  with  the 
Board? — Yes,  I allude  to  that,  the  opportunity  which  I have  of  explaining: 
for  example,  I frequently  request  a meeting  of  the  Board  for  some  special 
purpose.  The  Commissioners  have  stated  meetings,  but  they  always  meet  upon 
any  request  of  mine. 

1781.  Then  do  they  generally  refer  any  requisition  of  yours  to  committees? 
— Always. 

>782.  And  you  appear  before  the  committees  and  state  your  views  to  them  ? 
—Yes ; and  generally  in  writing. 

1 783.  And  after  giving  in  that  writing,  you  attend  to  explain  anything  that 
may  be  wanted  ? — Yes. 

1784.  Then  after  such  interviews  the  committee  come  to  a decision  upon 
the  question  referred  to  them  ? — Yes. 

1785.  Fas  it  occurred  to  you  that  any  alterations  could  be  made,  or  any 
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improvement  by  which  the  expenses  of  the  department  could  be  reduced  ?— $ 

I do  not  know  of  any  arrangement  by  which  it  could  be  reduced. 

1786.  Are  you  aware  of  the  large  surplus  annually  collected  beyond  tl 

amount  required  for  the  maintenance  of  the  department  ? — Yes.  e 

1787.  Do  you  consider  that  any  of  that  surplus  could  be  spared  ?— Yes ; th 
Board  have  in  point  of  fact  come  to  a resolution  to  reduce  the  duties  upon  fa 
Forth  and  the  Clyde  to  the  extent  of  5,000/.  annually. 

1788.  At  each  place,  or  both  together  ? — At  both  together. 

1789.  Then  when  is  it  to  take  place? — The  subject  is  now  under  considera 
tion ; a memorial  has  been  presented  to  the  Queen  in  Council  for  leave  to 
alter  the  charges  to  that  extent. 

1 790.  Has  any  answer  been  received  to  that  ? — Not  as  yet. 

1791.  What  is  the  general  nature  of  the  reduction  ? — At  the  Boll  Rock  there 
will  be  a reduction  of  half  the  duty ; it  is  a penny,  and  is  proposed  to  be 
reduced  to  a halfpenny;  and  upon  the  Clyde  there  will  be  a reduction  at 
Corsewall,  at  the  Mull  of  Galloway,  and  at  Pladda. 

1792.  To  what  extent  will  the  reduction  be  upon  the  Clyde? — The  exact 
amount  I do  not  recollect ; it  must  be  some  fraction  of  a halfpenny  at  each 
place,  for  the  charge  at  each  of  these  is  not  more  than  a halfpenny  a ton. 

1793.  Mr.  Chapman.]  Will  not  that  be  only  a partial  reduction,  inasmuch 
as  it  will  not  relieve  the  general  passing  trade  of  the  country  ? — 1 believe  the 
Commissioners  in  considering  that,  were  of  opinion  that  the  Bell  Rock  bavin-' 
now  paid  itself,  was  a charge  which  pressed  too  heavily  upon  the  trade.  ° 

1 794.  The  trade,  so  far,  would  be  relieved  by  a reduction  at  the  Bell  Rock 
but  the  general  passing  trade  would  not  be  relieved  without  a reduction  at  the 
Pentland  Skerries,  and  other  Northern  lights  ?—  Only  those  that  pass  the  Bell 
Rock  would  be  relieved ; any  vessels  sailing  direct  from  London  to  Orkney 
the  Bell  Rock  being  included  in  her  voyage. 

1795.  But  they  would  not  benefit  by  the  reduction  upon  the  other  coast? 


1796-  Then  the  reduction  is  not  for  the  trade  generally,  but  for  the  indi- 
viduals passing  the  lights  where  that  reduction  is  made?— Yes. 

1797.  Then  is  not  that  considered  a deviation  from  the  rule  of  making  the 
reduction  not  partial  but  general  ? — I am  not  aware  of  the  views  that  were 
talcen;  I reported  tile  extent  of  relief  that  would  be  given  to  vessels  frequenting 
tile  l*nth  ol  Forth  and  going  short  voyages. 

1798.  Chairman.']  Is  not  the  charge  per  light  the  same  for  all  the  lights 
now  r— Yes,  with  the  exception  of  the  Bell  Rock  and  the  Skerryvore,  where  the 
charge  is  one  penny. 

1 799.  Will  the  reduction  bring  them  all  to  the  same  rate  ? — It  will  bring  all 
the  lights  on  the  east  coast  until  you  come  to  Skerryvore  to  the  same  rate; 
Skerryvore  is  a penny.  Then  it  reduces  the  lights  on  the  Clyde  below  that. 
about°>0  No  ClaPman'l  ®ut  **  d°es  n0*  reduce  the  lights  in  going  north 


1S01.  Then  you  would  make  a partial  reduction  in  tile  lights  to  the  south, 
not  extending  it  to  the  whole  island  f — Yes. 

1 802.  Would  not  there  be  a ground  of  complaint  in  the  case  of  a ship 
coming  from  the  Baltic  to  Liverpool:  she  would  get  no  reduction  in  the  lights; 
but  if  she  came  to  Leitli,  she  would  get  tile  benefit  of  the  reduction  ?-I  believe 
this  is  the  state  of  the  case,  excepting  for  Corsewall  and  tile  Mull  of  Galloway 
which  she  must  pass  ; the  Commissioners  were  of  opinion  that  the  duties  pressed 
very  heavily  upon  the  coasting  trade. 

nf  & Have  you  been  able  to  make  any  comparison  of  the  charge 

of  the  Northern  Lights  and  the  Trinity  House  Lights  ?-Yes  ; I estimate  that 

ord?n^?md-btUrner  tle  ?'°Jthem  L,Sllts  c°sts  29 1.  8 s.  per  annum  for  the 
ordinary  maintenance ; and  the  items  comprising  it  are  mentioned  in  the 

th^retu^nf  twikfu6  H ol)eliience  to  the  order  of  the  Committee.  By 
the  return  of  the  Trinity  House,  the  expenditure  appears,  after  making  certain 

S-eur/sa/  ? 8i'  annuat  expense  for  a single  burner.  The 

dmeience  is  41.  2 s.  4 d.  upon  each  burner.  ° 

1 804.  Taking  the  same  items  ?— Yes 

Lighted-ieS.C/MF““’]  £'4'  2'-  4d ■ uPooo-oh,  in  favour  of  the  Northern 

1806.  Chairman.]  What  are  the  items  you  have  taken  inP-There  are 

seven 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


SELECT  COMMITTEE  ON  LIGHTHOUSES. 


107 


seven  items  for  the  Northern  Lighthouses,  lighthouse  stores,  general  stores,  fur-  A.  Steven* 

niture  and  utensils,  clothing,  miscellaneous  expenses,  including  travelling  

charges,  attending  boats,  maintenance  of  horses  where  they  are  required  for  5 May 
carting  the  stores,  ordinary  building  repairs,  salaries  and  wages,  also  medical 
aid  and  provisions  included  in  the  miscellaneous  expenses. 

1 S07.  And  do  you  take  in  these  same  items  in  the  Trinity  House  estimate  ? 

—Yes. 

1808.  What  do  you  include  in  the  Northern  estimate  which  you  leave  out  of 
that  of  the  Trinity  House?— The  only  things  which  I deduct  from  the  Trinity 
House  expenses  are,  “ pensions  ” and  “ rents,”  which  are  not  included  in  the 
Northern  Lights  return.  I find  that  agency  comes  in  the  place  of  travelling 
charges. 

1 809.  Making  that  deduction,  the  comparison  shows  that  difference  ? — Yes. 

1810.  Are  you  able  to  state  what  difference  that  makes  in  the  annual  expen- 
diture?— Taking  it  at  4?.,  there  is  a difference  of  3,456?.  upon  the  Trinity 
House  expenditure  per  annum. 

1811.  That  appears  to  be  the  only  difference  upon  the  ordinary  expenditure? 

— Yes,  in  so  far  as  it  comes  within  my  knowledge,  which  refers  chiefly  to  my 
department  as  engineer. 

1812.  Have  you  any  further  observations  to  make  upon  any  part  of  the 
evidence  you  have  given,  or  explanatory  of  anything  ? — I am  not  aware  of  any ; 
but  I now  hand  in  a statement  of  the  comparative  expense  of  maintaining  the 
Trinity  and  Northern  Lights’  burners,  just  alluded  to. 


COMPARATIVE  STATEMENT  of  the  Expense  of  Maintaining  an  Argand  Burner  in 
the  Northern  Lights,  and  that  of  an  Argand  in  the  English  Lights. 


I- — Northern  Lights’  Burners. 

Number  of  Argand  burners,  per  engineer’s  statement  (§  4)  - _ _ _ 424 

Ditto  in  the  two  dioptric  burners  of  Inchkeith  and  Isle  of  May  (Skerryvore  and 
Little  Ross  not  having  been  lighted)  at  17  Argands  each  - - _ __  34 

Total  Argands  in  Northern  Lights  - - - = 458 


From  the  Return,  entitled  “ Abstract  of  Expenditure  for  Ten  Years,”  it  appears  that  the 
actual  charge  at  all  the  Northern  Lighthouses  (exclusive  of  Little  Ross  and  Skerryvore,  not 
lighted),  taken  under  the  following  heads  of  lightroom  stores  (including  oil),  general  stores 
(including  fuel),  furniture  and  utensils,  clothing,  salaries  and  wages,  ordinary  building 
repairs,  and  miscellaneous  (including  travelling  charges,  attending  boats,  keep  of  horse  for 
carting  stores,  medical  aid  and  provisions,  where  furnished),  amounts  during  ten  years 
ending  1843,  to  the  total  sum  of  - 134,202  7 9£ 


Whereof  one-tenth  gives  an  average  annual  expenditure  for  maintaining 
458  Argand  burners  of £.  13j42o  4 9 3. 

Hence  the  cost  of  maintaining  each  Northern  Light  burner  = 13,420  4 __  £ *>9  6 - 

458 

N.B.  If  the  dioptric  burners  be  valued  at  only  14  Argands  each,  as  in  the  Trinity  House 
Return,  the  expense  of  maintaining  each  burner  will  be  = — 4 9 ^ = £.29  8 3 


II. — Trinity  House  Burners. 

It  appears,  by  the  Return  dated  24th  of  April  1845,  that  there  are  equivalent  to  864 
Argand  burners  in  the  land  lights  belonging  to  the  Corporation  of  the  Trinity  House,  which 
m that  return  are  stated  as  follows  : — ■ 


Lighthouses 

H dioptric  of  the  first  order,  estimated  equal  to  14  burners  each 
4 ,,  second  order  „ 9 „ 


674  burners. 
154  „ 

36  „ 


O.36. 


Total  Argands  in  Trinity  Lights  - - - 864 
0 2 
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By  a “ Return  of  the  Expense  of  Maintenance  of  each  of  the  Light 
Establishments  belonging  to  the  Corporation  of  Trinity  House  of  Dept- 
ford Strond,  in  the  Year  1843,”  it  appears  that  the  total  for  ordinary 
charges  amounts  in  that  year  to  the  sum  of  - 


£. 


59,746 


d. 


From  this  sum,  deduct  the  following  charges  : — 

1st  “ Ordinary  charges”  of  the  floating  lights 
2d.  In  the  foregoing  statement  of  the  Northern  Lights, 
nothing  is  included  for  “ pensions,”  nor  for  “ rent,  taxes,” 
&c.,  and  hence  we  must  make  a further  deduction  of  such 
items  under  these  heads  as  belong  to  the  land  lighthouses 
only  (the  floating  lights  being  excluded) ; thus  we  have 
for  “ pensions”  a deduction  of  - 
And  for  “ rents,  taxes,”  &c.  ditto  - 


£•  s.  d. 

20,938  16  3 


1,190  1 1 

730  15  3 


30,071  11  7 


Leaving,  for  annual  ordinary  expense  of  8G4  Argand  burners,  the  sum  of  - £. 
Hence  the  cost  of  maintaining  each  Trinity  House  burner  — 


Annual  ordinary  maintenance  of  an  Argand  in  Trinity  Lights 
» >,  „ Northern  Lights 

Difference  of  cost 


f -£. 

28,874  8 G 

8 0 

l 

= £■  33  8 4 

£•  s.  d. 

- 

~ — 33  8 4 

- 

- = 29  C - 

" - 

- £.424 

Jovis,  8°  die  Midi,  1845. 


MEMBERS  PRESENT. 

Mr.  A.  Chapman.  I Mr.  Grogan. 

Mr.  Duncan.  Mr.  Hume. 

Admiral  Dundas.  Viscount  Palmerston. 

JOSEPH  HUME,  Esq.  in  the  Chair. 


Arthur  Anderson,  Esq.,  called  in ; and  Examined. 

1813.  Chairman.']  FROM  whom  do  you  appear  before  this  Committee  ?— 
I appear  as  a member  of  the  Committee  of  the  General  Association  of  Steam- 
ship Owners.  I have  prepared  some  evidence  to  submit  to  the  Committee  in 
support  of  the  statements  contained  in  a petition  which  they  have  presented  to 
the  House  of  Commons. 

1814.  Is  this  the  petition  ?— That  is  a printed  copy  of  it.  The  petition, 
I believe,  has  been  presented. 

. 1 That  petition  states  that  the  lighthouse  dues  are  unjust  to  the  shipping 
interest;  will  you  state  in  what  wray  you  consider  them  unjust? — We  consider 
that  they  are  burthensome ; that  they  form  a heavy  tax  on  the  freight-earnings 
of  ships;  and  I produce  a statement  in  support  of  that,  of  the  amount  of 
lighthouse  dues  paid  on  six  vessels  belonging  to  the  Peninsular  and  Oriental 
Steam  Navigation  Company,  of  which  I am  one  of  the  managing  directors, 
comparing  it  with  the  gross  amount  of  freight  which  these  six  ships  earned. 

Return  of  light  dues  for  12  months  paid  by  six  steam  vessels  of  the  Penin- 
sular  and  Oriental  Steam  Navigation  Company  employed  in  the  Peninsular  and 
Mediterranean  trades,  say  from  the  1st  of  January  to  the  31st  of  December  1844: 
Four  vessels  on  the  Peninsular  line,  average  tonnage  368  tons  each,  made  52 

voyages 
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voyages  in  all ; they  paid  12 1.7  s.  4 cl  per  voyage,  making  a total  of  643 /.  18 s.  A.  Anderson,  Esq. 

Two  vessels  on  the  Mediterranean  line,  plying  between  Southampton  and  Alex-  

andria,  of  an  average  tonnage  of  888  tons  each,  made  12  voyages,  and  paid  8 May  1845. 

ogl.  145.  each  voyage,  making  a total  of  356/.  85. ; the  total  paid  for  the  light 
dues  by  these  six  vessels  being  1,000/.  6 s.  in  the  year.  The  abstract  of  return 
of  freights  earned  during  the  same  period  by  these  six  vessels  amounted,  by  the 
four  vessels  on  the  Peninsular  line,  to  15,169/.;  on  the  two  vessels  on  the 
Mediterranean  line,  6,079/.,  being  a total  of  2 1 ,248 /.  gross  freight  earned  by  the 
six  vessels.  The  light  dues  of  1,000  /.  paid  amounts  to  within  a trifling  fraction 
of  five  per  cent,  on  the  freight  earned.” 

1816.  Mr.  Chapman.]  What  is  the  amount  for  passage  money  ? — I have  not 
a return  of  that. 

1817.  Can  you  state  the  amount  in  round  numbers  ? — Not  accurately.  If  the 
object  be  to  ascertain  the  whole  returns  of  the  vessels,  I can  state  there  are  two 
sums  to  be  brought  in  paid  for  the  public  service,  for  the  conveyance  of  the 
mails.  On  the  Peninsular  line,  a sum  of  29,600  /.  per  annum  for  the  conveyance 
of  the  mails  to  and  from  the  Peninsula,  and  a sum  of  30,400  /.  for  the  India 
mails  between  Alexandria  and  England,  making  together  60,000  /. 

1818.  What  would  you  state  to  be  the  amount  for  passage  money? — About 
20,000  /.  It  is  right  to  observe  that  in  taking  for  this  statement  the  freight,  I did 
so  looking  to  the  circumstance  that  vessels  in  ballast,  that  is  not  carrying  goods, 
are  exempt  from  light  dues ; therefore.  I consider  the  light  dues  were  paid  out 
of  the  source  of  freight-earnings,  otherwise  I should  have  prepared  a return  of 
the  whole  receipts. 

1819.  Mr.  Grogan.']  Vessels  laden  with  passengers  do  not  pay  for  lights? — 

I believe'  not ; vessels  in  ballast  are  exempt  from  paying  light  dues. 

1820.  Chairman.]  But  if  they  have  passengers,  although  in  ballast  as  to  cargo, 
do  they  pay? — I cannot  answer  that  question. 

1821.  Mr.  Duncan.]  Have  you  in  any  voyage  known  an  exemption  made  to 
you  of  vessels  from  light  dues? — No,  because  we  have  always  carried  some 
cargo. 

1822.  Chairman.]  You  have  stated  in  your  petition  that  you  consider  the 
light  dues  to  be  unnecessarily  heavy,  because  a great  proportion  is  not  applied 
to  the  maintenance  of  the  lights  ? — Yes  ; that  is  stated  in  our  general  petition  ; 
that  is  not  a petition  from  the  company  I belong  to,  but  from  the  general 
association.  I can  only  state  facts  respecting  the  company  with  which  I am 
connected. 

1 S23.  Mr.  Duncan.]  In  round  numbers  you  state  that  1,000/.  6 s.  is  paid 
in  the  course  of  a year,  on  the  gross  revenue  of  1 00,000  /.  on  six  ships  ? — Yes  ; 
that  is  about  what  the  vessels  earned  in  all. 

1824.  That  is  at  the  rate  of  one  per  cent.  ? — Yes,  taken  on  the  whole  gross 
amount. 

1825.  Chairman.]  Do  you  consider,  as  is  stated  in  this  petition  that  that  is 
unnecessarily  heavy  ? — W e consider  it.  is  heavy ; one  per  cent,  forms  an  important 
feature  in  the  dividend  of  a steam  packet  company ; if  it  had  not  to  pay  the  one 
per  cent.,  perhaps  instead  of  paying  four  per  cent.,  it  would  pay  five  per  cent. 

Perhaps  I ought  to  state  that  the  company  I belong  to  has  been  a prosperous 
company,  and  we  have  nothing  to  complain  of  as  regards  the  result  of  the 
enterprise. 

1 826.  Chapman.]  Do  you  allow  that  this  gives  facilities  to  your  navigation, 
and  consequent  safety  to  your  ships  and  freights  and  passengers  ? — Un- 
doubtedly the  lights  do. 

1827.  Do  not  you  also  think  that  it  serves  to  reduce  the  premiums  of 
insurance  that  you  would  have  to  pay  on  these  valuable  ships  and  their 
freights  ? — As  compared  to  having  lighthouses  on  the  coast,  or  having  none ; 
undoubtedly  the  insurance  would  be  something  less  by  having  lighthouses. 

1828.  The  calculation  has  been  made  at  and  after  the  rate  of  about  one 
per  cent.,  which  you  pay ; are  you  prepared  to  give  the  Committee  any  idea  of 
what  you  would  have  to  pay  more  in  amount  of  premium  than  you  do  pay ; 
would  it  be  5 s.  per  cent.  ? — I am  not  prepared  to  give  any  opinion  on  that 
point  at  present. 

1829.  Is  it  your  opinion  that  something  more  would  be  charged  in  the  way 
of  premium  ? — It  is  very  probable  ; I think  it  is  very  reasonable  to  suppose 
there  might  be  something  more  if  navigation  was  not  so  safe. 

0.36.  0 3 1830.  Chairman .] 
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A.  Anderson,  Esq.  1830.  Chairman  C\  Have  you  ever  contemplated  the  idea  of  being  without 
lights? — Never. 

8 May  1845.  1831.  It  is  only  the  charge  for  those  lights  which  you  object  to  ?— \ye 

object  to  the  charge  for  those  lights,  and  we  also  object  to  the  charge  beino- 
levied  directly  and  exclusively  on  the  shipowners.  We  contend  that  the  lights 
ought  to  be  paid  by  the  public  at  large. 

1 832.  Equally  applicable  to  commerce  generally  ? — Yes,  and  because  although 
in  the  first  instance  levied  on  the  shipowners,  with  all  the  addition  of  the  ex- 
penses of  collection,  it  ultimately  falls  on  the  consumers  of  merchandize,  that 
is  carried  by  the  shipowners,  it  ultimately  finds  its  way  into  the  cost  of  the 
merchandize  carried. 

1 833.  Should  you  consider,  in  fact,  a lighthouse  to  be  an  establishment  for 
the  commerce  of  the  country  generally,  and  for  the  use  of  the  Navy  as  well  as 
commercial  shipping  ? — We  consider  that  the  public  generally  are  benefited  by 
these  lighthouses,  in  the  safety  they  give  to  life,  and  also  to  the  ships  of  war 
and  that  the  consumers  of  merchandize  carried  by  these  vessels,  who  are 
the  public  : that  the  tax  falls  on  them  in  the  end.  In  short,  we  consider  that 
if  the  maintenance  of  the  lights  was  paid  out  of  the  public  revenue,  instead  of 
being  collected  from  the  owners  of  merchant  ships,  as  at  present,  and  the 
management  of  the  lights  placed  under  two  or  three  competent  persons  sub- 
ordinate to  the  Government,  and  consequently  responsible  to  Parliament,  the 
public  would  be  a gainer  by  that  arrangement;  inasmuch  as  the  expense  of 
maintaining  the  lights  would  be  diminished,  the  heavy  cost  of  collecting  the 
dues  saved,  and  that,  therefore,  the  public  would  pay  directly  a much  smaller 
sum  than  that  which  they  now  pay  indirectly.  And  by  the  same  process  of 
reasoning,  we  consider  that  such  an  arrangement  would  not.  be  tantamount  to 
removing  a burthen  from  the  shipowners  to  the  public  at  large,  seeing  that  the 
public  at  large  do  ultimately  pay  the  tax,  greatly  enhanced  by  a much  larger 
sum  being  levied  than  is  required  for  the  support  of  the  lights,  and  also  by 
what  we  consider  a lavish  system  of  management. 

1 ^34-  You  consider,  in  fact,  that  the  manufacturers  of  calicoes  or  cutlery 
sent  out  by  your  ships  as  much  ought  to  be  charged  for  lighthouses  as  your 
ships,  do  you  ? — I consider  so  in  the  way  I have  just  stated. 

*835.  Mr.  A.  ChapmanC\  Does  it  not  follow,  in  making  your  engagements 
for  freight  or  for  passage-money that  you  take  into  calculation  the  charge  for 
lighthouses  as  one  of  the  contingencies  attached  to  your  voyage,  and  you 
charge  your  rate  of  freight  and  name  your  passage-money  accordingly  1 — No 
doubt  we  do ; we  estimate,  as  one  of  the  items  of  expense  in  the  voyage,  the 
cost  of  lights  to  be  paid. 

1 836.  Chairman.  | Do  you  consider  that,  being  obliged  to  pay  one  per  cent, 
on  your  gross  receipt,  is  a charge  which  you  ought  not  to  pay,  seeing  that 
the  lighthouses  are  maintained  as  well  for  the  use  of  the  nation  as  for  you?— 
Exactly ; and  that  is  the  opinion  of  my  colleagues. 

1837.  What  difference  would  you  make  in  the  rate  of  freights  if  the  light 
dues  were  not  charged  to  the  shipping  ? — In  the  particular  ease  now  before  us, 
with  regard  to  the  vessels  of  the  company  that  I am  connected  with,  it  would 
be  exceedingly  trifling,  because  the  company  is  remunerated  principally  by 
performing  a public  service,  that  is,  the  conveyance  of  the  mails,  which  is  the 
great  support  of  it.  We  will  suppose  this  light- money,  as  it  is  shown  on  our 
gross  revenue,  to  reduce  our  dividend  by  one  per  cent. 

1830.  Mr.  Dunca.n.]  Yours  being  a public  company,  and  the  dividend  well 
known  to  be  large,  would  you  have  any  objection  to  state  to  this  Committee  wliat 
per-centage  the  1,000 1.  6 s.  would  be  on  the  net  profits  ? — The  point,  I think, 
which  the  Committee  wish,  can  scarcely  be.  elicited  by  this,  because  the  greater 
part  of  our  dividend  is  raised  from  a branch  of  service  on  which  we  pay  no 
1S>  011  tlie  side  of  Suez.  Our  dividends  now  amount  to  about 
, Per  annum ; we  pay  seven  per  cent,  dividend  on  our  capital.  It  takes 
06,000 1.  per  annum  to  do  this ; but  that  is  paid  out  of  a gross  receipt  of  up- 
wards of  300,000  /.  per  annum ; whereas  the  earnings  of  the  six  vessels,  which 
1 am  now  instancing,  is  not  more  than  100,000  L 

1 c1laM'man.']  Only  on  part  of  your  voyages  ?— Yes  ; therefore  about 

10,000  L would  be  the  proportion  of  dividend  produced  by  the  six  vessels  I 
am  now  giving  the  return  of  the  lights  on. 

1840.  Mr.  Duncan. ~\  The  100,000 1.  is  the  amount  of  gross  receipts  on 

which 
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which  you  pay  1,000/.  6 s.  of  light  dues.  Can  you  state  to  the  Committee  the 
amount  of  dividend  payable  by  the  company  as  applicable  to  this  100,000/. 
of  receipts  on  these  six  ships? — About  10,000/.  is  as  near  an  approximation 
as  I can  state,  as  applicable  to  the  100,000  /.  gross  earning. 

1841.  Will  you  state  to  the  Committee  what  would  be  the  per-centage  of 
this  1,000/.  6s.  on  the  10,000/.? — ,£.10  percent. 

1 842.  Chairman.']  If  you  had  no  light  dues,  do  you  consider  you  would 
make  a reduction  equal  to  the  amount  of  1 0 per  cent,  on  your  profits  in  the 
amount  you  receive  for  the  mail  service  ? — I am  not  prepared  to  say  what  the 
company  might  do  in  such  an  event ; but  as  the  contract  was  obtained  in  open 
competition,  if  the  light  dues  were  taken  off,  and  the  contract  open  again,  the 
cost  of  the  mail  service  would  no  doubt  be  reduced  by  the  amount  of  light  dues 
remitted. 

1843.  Mr.  A.  Chapman.]  When  you  took  this  contract,  did  you  take  into 
consideration  that  this  would  be  one  of  the  charges  attached  to  your  expen- 
diture ?—  Yes. 

1S44.  And  you  asked  a sum  accordingly? — We  asked  a sum  to  cover  our 
total  expenses,  in  which  we  included  the  lights. 

1 845.  Supposing  there  was  a total  remission  of  this  charge,  and  you  con  - 
tinued so  long  as  your  contract  exists,  to  receive  the  sum  for  which  you  have 
made  a provision,  as  to  the  payment  of  these  dues,  would  not  the  money  go 
entirely  into  your  pocket,  and  Government  get  no  advantage.  ?—  Undoubtedly 
in  such  a case  the  company  would  be  the  gainers  to  the  amount  of  light  dues 
remitted. 

1846.  Chairman.]  During  the  existing  contract? — Yes. 

1847.  Mr.  Grogan.]  You  start  from  Southampton  ? — Yes. 

1 848.  Are  you  obliged  to  take  a pilot  there  ? — Yes. 

1 849.  In  and  out  ? — Yes. 

1 850.  Could  you,  on  a rough  guess,  say  what  the  pilot  charge  amounts  to  in 
the  year  t — We  pay  700  /.  a year  in  and  out  of  the  port  of  Southampton. 

18.51.  On  the  six  vessels? — We  have  occasional  vessels  besides  those  six 
vessels ; it  is  on  more  than  six  vessels. 

1852.  Did  it  ever  occur  to  you  that  from  the  frequency  of  the  trips  of  your 
vessels,  and  the  knowledge  therefore  that  your  crew  and  master  must  have  of 
the  harbour,  it  would  be  advisable  to  have  a permanent  pilot  attached  to  the 
crew  of  your  ship,  forming  part  of  your  company,  instead  of  taking  local  pilots 
in  and  out  where  you  wanted  them?— We  have  been  very  desirous  of  such  an 
arrangement,  but  have  been  prevented  by  the  law. 

1 853.  Does  your  captain  pilot  your  vessels  in  and  out  himself,  or  does  a 
member  of  your  crew  pilot  them  in  and  out  ? — The  captain,  generally. 

1 854.  Independent  of  your  having  a local  pilot  on  board  ? — Yes. 

1855.  Then  you  practically  pay  700/.  a year,  for  which  you  get  no  value  ? — 
Just  so.  I may  state  another  fact,  that  our  ships  on  frequent  occasions  have 
received  damage  by  the  unskilfulness  of  the  local  pilots.  I do  not  mean  their 
unskilfulness  as  to  not  knowing  the  Channel,  but  in  not  befog  acquainted  with 
the  proper  movement  of  steam-vessels,  and  not  being  able  to  give  directions  as 
to  shifting  their  course  or  stopping  at  the  proper  time  ; whereas  the  commander 
of  the  vessel  knows  that  practically. 

1856.  Chairman .]  Are  we  to  understand  that  pilots,  useful  and  used  to 
sailing  vessels,  do  not  manage  so  well  with  steam-vessels  ?— They  do  not. 

1857.  Mr.  Grogan.]  Did  it  ever  occur  to  you  to  be  delayed  in  your  voyage 
for  want  of  getting  a local  pilot  in  or  out  ? — We  have  occasionally  been  delayed 
off  the  Needles’  passage,  waiting  for  the  Southampton  pilots. 

_ 1858.  Mr.  A.  Chapman.]  If  your  captains  are  so  much  more  skilful  than  the 
pilots,  what  occasion  had  you  to  stay  ? — By  law  our  insurance  would  be  inva- 
lidated, unless  we  had  a licensed  pilot  on  board. 

1 859-  Chairman.]  In  this  petition  you  state  that  there  is  a large  balance 
beyond  that  which  is  requisite  to  maintain  the  lights  ? — Yes  ; that  statement 
is  taken  entirely  from  the  returns  presented  to  the  House  of  Commons.  There 
is  more  money  levied  under  the  denomination  of  light  dues  than  is  required  for 
the  maintenance  of  the  lights. 

1 8tio.  Do  you  mean  that  if  light  dues  are  to  be  charged,  no  more  should  be 
raised  than  is  absolutely  necessary  to  maintain  these  lights  ? — Yes. 

1861.  Are  you  not  aware  that  a large  sum  of  money  is  applied  to  charitable 
purposes  by  the  Trinity  House  to  decayed  seamen  ? — I am  aware  there  are 
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A.  Anderson , Esq.  some  charities  maintained  by  the  Corporation  of  the  Trinity  House  as  alms 
houses,  for  granting  pensions,  &c. 

8 Maylji845.  1862.  Do  you  object  to  the  surplus  being  applied  to  those  purposes,  or  what 
is  your  objection  ? — We  consider  that  money  raised  for  the  professed  purpose  of 
maintaining  lights  for  the  safety  of  navigation  should  not  be  applied  to  anv 
other  purposes,  however  laudable  those  purposes  may  be ; we  think  it  is  a 
misapplication  of  funds ; it  is  levying  an  unfair  tax  on  shipping. 

_ 1863.  You  do  not  object  to  there  being  a fund  for  decayed  seamen,  but  you 
object  to  their  being  paid  with  that  which  is  levied  as  light  dues  ? — That  is 
our  objection. 

1 864.  You  say  that  the  light  dues  are  particularly  oppressive  to  steam  ships 
because  of  necessity  they  sail  at  fixed  periods ; in  what  way  are  they  particularly 
oppressive  to  steam  ships  ?— Steam  ships  are  generally  timed,  the  same  as 
mail  coaches ; they  must  go  to  the  day  whether  they  have  passengers  or  goods 
or  not.  The  case  is  different  in  the  generality  of  sailing  vessels,  because  they 
wait  until  they  get  a cargo  ; steamers  must  go,  and  the  passage  of  steamers  is 
very  frequent ; the  frequency  of  those  passages  we  contend  has  in  a great 

measure  augmented  the  receipt  of  the  light  dues. 

1865.  Do  you  mean  to  say  that  sailing  vessels  wait  until  they  have  a full 
cargo,  while  steam-boats  sailing  at  fixed  periods  often  sail  without  full  car°u? 
—Yes ; sailing  vessels  generally  wait  for  a cargo ; I do  not  state  that  it  is 
always  the  case,  but  generally  they  wait  for  a full  cargo. 

1 866.  Do  you  think  in  that  case,  the  sailing  vessels  carrying  a full  cargo,  and 
the  steam  vessel  very  often  otherwise,  that  it  is  more  oppressive  on  steam 
vessels  ? — Yes,  and  also  from  the  great  frequency  of  their  passages.  The 
multiplication  of  payments  is  greatly  increased  by  the  rapidity  of  their  move- 
ments, and  the  frequency  of  their  passages. 

1 867.  The  petition  states  that,  under  proper  and  economical  management 
you  think  the  lights  might  be  maintained  at  less  cost.  Have  you  any  facts  to 
state  in  support  of  that  statement  r — T have.  Our  company  having  it  in  con- 
templation to  establish  at  Suez  a lighthouse,  I applied  to  Mr.  Wilkins  of  Long 
Acre,  who  has  an  extensive  practical  knowledge,  I believe,  in  the  fitting  up, 
and  of  the  expense  of  maintaining  lights,  for  an  estimate  of  the  expense  of 
maintaining  it,  and  his  answer  is  as  follows 


A ®*r»  , _ , 24  & 25  Long  Acre,  21  April  1845. 

Agreeable  to  your  request,  I beg  to  inform  you  the  expense  of  maintaining  a brilliant 
light,  as  exhibited  on  the  coast  of  England,  would  be  as  undermentioned. 

I am,  Sir, 

(for  self  and  partner), 

your  most  humble  servant, 

Hobart  Wilkins. 

Expense  of  maintaining  a revolving  light,  of  15  catoptric  lamps,  for 
burning  common  oil,  with  parabola  reflectors,  consisting  of  oil  lamp 
glasses,  cotton  wicks,  leathers,  reflectors  and  plate  glass,  cloths  and 
polishing  powder  for  12  months,  will  amount  to  - 
Ditto  ditto,  for  a fixed  light,  to  illumine  half  the  horizon,  with  24  catoptric 
lamps,  with  reflectors,  will  amount  to 
Ditto  ditto  for  a fixed  light,  to  illumine  half  the  horizon,  with  12  catoptric 
lamps,  with  reflectors,  will  amount  to  - - _ _ _ 1 


£.  s. 

151  9 
242  8 
121  4 


off™  KuF  exPcnse  °F  each  lamp  will  be  about  10  l.  2 s.,  which  will  give  the  expense 
to  attend  tL  l%htslng  *e  n“mW  °f  kmpS  re^uired'  Two  HgMteepers  will  be  required 

iSdS.  Are  the  Committee  to  understand  that  the  expense  of  maintaining 
such  burners  would  be  on  an  average  1 0 1.  ?— According  to  Mr.  Wilkins' 
estimate  He  is,  I understand,  much  employed  by  the  Trinity  Board. 

l bbg.  But  to  establish  the  keepers  would  be  an  addition  ?— Yes,  which  he 
states  would  require  only  two  lightkeepers. 

' 870.  Are  we  to  understand  that  the  company  calculate  that  that  would  be 
the  whole  expense  after  its  erection?— Yes,  relying  on  Mr.  Wilkins  as  an 
experienced  person,  and  giving  us  a correct  estimate 

i ' J°U  UI\der?tfmd  Mr-  w>lkins  to  have  estimated  the  amount  of  oil 
that  would  be  required  to  keep  the  light  burning  for  the  year  ;-I  requested 

biua 
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him  to  do  so,  and  it  will  be  seen,  by  reference  to  his  estimate,  that  he  has 
done  so. 

1 572.  Have  you  any  other  statement  to  make  as  to  the  economical  or  pro- 
bable expense  ? — I have  a statement  to  submit  to  the  Committee  on  the  cost  of 
floating  lights,  which  I was  also  desirous  of  obtaining,  in  case  the  Pacha  of 
Egypt  might  not  permit  the  erection  of  a lighthouse. 

1573.  From  whom  have  you  obtained  that? — I obtained  that  from  papers 
which  incidentally  came  into  my  possession,  which  belonged  to  a deceased  per- 
son, and  I have  no  doubt  of  their  genuineness.  These  papers  give  an  account 
of  the  average  annual  cost  of  maintaining  the  Bembridge  floating  light,  from 
the  1st  of  April  1826  to  the  30th  of  June  1828 ; namely,  for  wages  and  provi- 
sions to  the  crew,  an  extra  allowance  for  rent  to  the  master  and  "mate, 
doctor’s  attendance,  repairs,  and  all  incidental  expenses  for  the  erew  and  vessel ; 
it  amounts  to  578 1.  12s.  8d.  per  annum,  according  to  these  accounts  ; and  add- 
ing to  that  the  annual  expense,  as  given  by  Mr.  Wilkins,  of  maintaining  a light 
with  24  catoptric  lamps  and  reflectors,  so  as  to  illumine  the  whole  of  the  hori- 
zon, being  242  l.  8 s.,  the  total  annual  cost  of  a floating  light  will  be 
821  l.  0*.  8 il.  If  fewer  burners,  the  charge  would  be  less  in  proportion  to  the 
number.  This  is  what  our  company  estimated  the  cost  of  such  a light  as  the 
Bembridge  would  be  at  Suez,  supposing  we  have  the  same  establishment  that 
the  Trinity  House,  or  whoever  it  belonged  to,  maintained  in  the  year  1828. 

1874.  You  mean  after  the  cost  of  finding  the  vessel  ? — Yes. 

1875.  Mr.  Duncan .]  In  1826-27  can  you  state  how  many  burners  were  on 
hoard  the  Bembridge  light  ? — I cannot. 

1 876.  The  time  you  now  allude  to  is  when  the  light  was  maintained  by  the 
Government ; — I am  not  aware  by  whom  it  was  maintained;  I have  an  account 
apparently  made  by  the  master  of  the  lightship. 

1877.  In  making  that  statement,  are  you  aware  what  is  the  actual  charge  of 
maintaining  the  Bembridge  light  during  the  last  year  ? — By  reference  to  the 
Parliamentary  returns,  I find  it  is  returned  at  1,700 1.  odd,  which  struck  me, 
there  being  much  discrepancy  in  that  estimate  as  compared  with  the  accounts 
referred  to. 

1878.  You  are  aware  that  the  Bembridge  light,  since  1834,  has  been  kept 
up  by  the  rrinity  House  ? — I believe  so,  under  the  Consolidation  Act. 

1879.  Then  you  consider,  from  these  two  comparisons,  the  charge  at  which 
the  lights  are  now  maintained  are  high  ?— Yes ; I infer  from  that  that  the 
management  is  not  so  economical  as  it  might  possibly  be ; that  is  the  conclu- 
sion  I draw. 

1S80.  Mr.  A.  Chapman .]  Are  you  aware  that  at  this  Bembridge  light  a new 
light-vessel  has  been  placed,  which  occasioned  this  extra  expense  ? — I am  not 
aware  of  that. 

1881.  The  charge  for  the  vessel  you  have  not  taken  into  calculation  ?— No  ; I 
do  not  consider  that  to  be  an  item  chargeable  as  the  annual  cost  of  mainte- 
nance of  a light. 

1882.  Mr.  Grogan,  j In  the  estimate  in  which  you  state  that  the  cost  would 
be  about  800/.  for  a floating  light,  you  have  put  the  most  effective,  that  is  24 
catoptric  lights  ?— I take  the  most  powerful  light  given  by  Mr.  Wilkins,  and 
1 add  that  to  the  cost  of  maintaining  the  light-ship. 

1883.  Chairm.an.~\  Therefore,  if  the  light  maintained  in  Bembridge  consists 
of  fewer  burners  than  that  which  you  have  estimated,  there  will  be  a propor- 
tionate reduction  in  the  expense  ? — Precisely. 

1884.  Mr.  A.  Chapman ,]  Have  you  ever  had  any  complaints  of  the  in- 
efficiency of  the  English  lights  ? — No. 

1885.  Chairman .]  You  are  satisfied  generally  that  the  English  lights  are 
good  ? — I have  never  heard  anything  to  the  contrary. 

1886.  Have  you  any  further  observations  to  offer  respecting  the  economical 
management  ? — No. 

1887.  You  say,  in  the  petition,  that  if  the  entire  management  of  the  coast 
nghts  were  placed  under  an  efficient  Board,  responsible  for  their  management, 

j.e  cost  °f  maintaining  the  lights  would  be  greatly  lessened ; what  do  you 
afiude  to  in  that? — We  consider  that  the  expense  of  collecting  would  be 
anc^  w.e  ^so  are  led  to  conclude  (and  the  facts  which  I have  just 
stated  lead  me  individually  to  the  conclusion)  that  there  might  be  more  eco- 
nomy introduced  into  the  management  of  lights,  were  they  placed  under  one 

°\30-  P single 
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A.  Anderson , Esq.  single  Board.  We  advocate  the  placing  of  the  lights  under  one  single  Board 

— upon  the  supposition  that  they  would  be  maintained  by  the  public,  and  their 

8 May  1845.  maintenance  paid  for  out  of  the  public  revenue. 

1888.  When  ships  derive  a benefit  from  lights,  why  should  they  not  pay  for 
them  ? — I have  already  stated  that  we  consider  the  public  generally  derive  a 
benefit,  as  well  as  the  ships  passing  them. 

1889.  Mr.  A.  Chapman .]  Why  should  not  the  charges  of  the  West  India 
Docks  and  the  London  Docks  be  paid  out  of  the  public  revenue  ? — The  West 
India  Docks  are  a mere  private  enterprise. 

1890.  The  relief  to  the  shipping  would  be  the  same  ? — Ships  are  not  com- 
pelled to  pay  the  duties  in  the  West  India  Docks,  because  they  need  not  go 
there,  unless  they  choose. 

1891.  You  having  described  lights  as  so  great  a hardship  in  point  of  tax- 
ation, what  induced  you  to  go  to  the  Pacha  of  Egypt  to  establish  a light  at 
Suez  ? — We  have  got  ships  navigating  the  Red  Sea.  It  is  important  to  us  that 
they  should  be  able  to  arrive  without  delay  at  Suez,  and  it  is  also  important  to 
the  public. 

3892.  You  would  not  at  all  grieve  to  pay  a certain  sum  per  annum  for  the 
establishment  of  a light  there  ? — No,  we  should  be  inclined  to  pay  a certain  sum 
for  a light  there. 

3893.  Chairman.']  You  propose  to  establish  that  for  the  convenience  of  your 
own  ships? — Yes. 

3S94.  To  prevent  delay  and  also  risk? — Yes. 

3895.  Mr.  A.  Chapman.]  And  are  willing  to  pay  accordingly? — We  are 
compelled  to  erect  it  at  our  own  expense,  because  nobody  else  will  be  likely  to 
do  it. 

3896.  Chairman.]  It  is  stated  in  the  petition,  that  “the  light  dues  are  paid 
solely  by  the  commercial  shipping,  notwithstanding  the  lights  are  equally  used  by 
the  Royal  Navy.”  Is  that  an  objection  you  take,  to  give  the  navy  the  benefit  of 
it?— We  object  that  the  public  ought  to  pay,  inasmuch  as  the  navy  belongs  to 
the  nation  generally ; that  the  whole  amount  of  expense  ought  not  to  fall 
exclusively  on  the  mercantile  marine  of  the  country. 

1897.  You  mean  that  the  benefit  of  the  lighthouses  is  equally  shared  by  the 
Royal  Navy  as  well  as  the  commercial  shipping,  and  you  do  not  think  the  com- 
mercial shipping  ought  to  pay  the  whole  expense  ? — We  think  not. 

_ 1 898.  And  you  think  it  ought  to  be  a national  expense,  and  not  an  indi- 
vidual r— We  consider  it  ought  to  be  a national  expense : it  is  to  facilitate 
navigation,  which  we  consider  to  be  a point  of  national  policy  with  a country 
like  this. 

1899.  Mr.  Grogan.]  Are  there  any  lights  at  Alexandria  ? — There  is  one  fight, 
called  the  Pharos. 

3 900.  Chairman.]  Are  your  ships  charged  anything  for  that  ? — No. 

1901.  It  is  maintained  by  the  Pacha? — Yes. 

1902.  And  you  think  that  the  public  exchequer  ought  to  maintain  the  fights 
in  England  in  the  same  way  ? — I consider  so,  in  a maritime  country  like  this. 

1903.  Mr.  A.  Chapman.]  Are  you  aware  there  is  a new  light  put  up  at 
Gibraltar  lately  ? — Yes,  I have  seen  it. 

3 904.  Do  you  consider  that  of  any  use  to  you  ? — Yes. 

19°5-  Do  you  pay  much  for  it? — We  pay  for  it;  I cannot  state  exactly  the 
rate ; it  is  a very  useful  light. 

3906.  You  do  not  object  to  pay  for  that? — We  do  not  contend  that  fights 
not  useful ; but  we  think  they  are  useful  to  the  nation  at  large,  and  that 

the  nation  at  large  derive  a benefit  from  them  as  well  as  shipowners. 

3907.  Chairman.]  You  have  stated  in  the  petition  that  great  relief  would  be 
afforded  to  the  shipping  of  the  country  if  the  cost  of  maintaining  lighthouses 
on  the  coast  were  defrayed  out  of  the  public  revenue ; you  allude  in  this,  if  the 
lights  were  maintained  as  at  Alexandria  by  the  public  treasury  ?— ' Yes. 

3908.  Mr.  Grogan.]  Is  the  light  at  Alexandria  as  efficient  as  the  English 
lights  generally  ?— Scarcely  so  efficient  as  some  of  our  best  lights  ; but  it  is  a 
very  good  light. 

3909.  Chairman.]  What  are  the  advantages  you  expect  if  the  lights  were 
paid  by  the  public,  instead  of  being  charged  011  the  shipping  ? — I consider  that 
every  direct  tax  on  industry  tends  in  some  measure  to  impede  its  extension, 
and  particularly  in  steam  navigation ; and  I consider  it  is  a very  important 

point 
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point  of  policy  in  tliis  country  to  encourage  the  extension  of  steam  navigation 
both  as  the  most  efficient  means  of  increasing  its  commerce  and  as  a means  of 
national  defence.  I can  state  some  facts  here  illustrative  of  the  policy  of  the 
present  Government,  and  also  of  the  previous  Government,  who  viewed  it  in  the 
same  light.  In  the  Act  of  Incorporation  of  the  company  to  which  I belono- 
the  Peninsular  and  Oriental  Company,  there  is  a clause  which  provides  that 
all  vessels  of  400  horse  power  and  upwards,  that  the  company  may  construct 
are  to  he  constructed  in  such  a manner  and  of  such  a scantlino-  as  will  enable 
them  to  carry  and  fire  four  guns  of  the  heaviest  calibre  used  in  any  of  Her 
Majesty’s  vessels.  We  have  a similar  clause  in  the  mail  contracts : the  whole 
of  the  vessels  of  the  company  are  employed  in  the  mail  service.  In  the  con- 
tract with  the  Admiralty  there  is  a clause  which  stipulates  in  the  same  way 
that  all  the  vessels  that  are  employed  in  the  mail  service  of  400  horses  power 
and  upwards,  are  to  be  constructed  in  such  a manner  as  to  be  armed  and  carry 
guns  of  the  heaviest  calibre  carried  by  Her  Majesty’s  steam-vessels ; nor  can 
the  company  sell  any  of  such  vessels  without  giving  the  Government  the  pre- 
emption  of  purchase.  1 

1910.  Do  these  contracts  occasion  any  great  increased  charge  of  building 
and  outfitting  ?— They  occasion  some  increase  in  the  building  of  the  vessels" 
because  the  specification  requires  some  extra  scantling  and  fitting  to  what 
they  would  require  if  there  was  no  view  to  their  being  armed. 

1911.  Because  your  ships  are  liable  to  be  used  as  ships  of  war,  you  think  you 
ought  to  be  relieved  as  much  as  possible  from  the  charge  of  lights  ? — I am  givin°- 
this  as  an  instance  of  the  evident  policy  of  the  Government  to  have  a steam 
navy  created  through  private  enterprise.  1 may  also  state,  that  in  the  same 
mail  contract  clause  the  Admiralty  have  a power,  on  giving  us  short  notice 
(three  months),  to  take  any  of  those  vessels  and  employ  them  as  ships  of  war 
tor  the  public  service,  or  as  transports  ; in  fact,  to  do  anything  they  like  with 
them  for  the  public  service. 

1912.  Do  you  consider,  then,  relieving  the  ships  of  such  a charge  as  light 
dues  would  enable  capitalists  to  prepare  better  ships  and  more  suited  for  such 
national  objects  as  you  have  alluded  to? — I consider  that  every  relief  from  a 
tax  tends  in  some  measure  to  extend  industry,  and,  of  course,  is  applicable  to 
steam  enterprise  like  any  other.  In  order  to  show  the  benefit  of  private  enterprise 
m increasing  the  maritime  strength  of  the  country,  I have  a copy  of  a return 
we  lately  prepared  for  the  Custom-house,  I believe  from  a Parliamentary  order. 

1913.  What  is  the  nature  of  that  return  ?— It  shows  the  power  and  draught 
of  water,  and  the  number  of  vessels,  and  the  armament  they  are  capable  of 
carrying. 

1914.  Belonging  to  the  company  you  represent? — Yes. 

1 9 1 5-  State  the  result  ? — The  result  is,  that  we  have  in  actual  service  17 
vessels  of  the  aggregate  power  of  4,446  horses.  The  lowest  horse  power  is  24  ; 
these  are  vessels  employed  on  the  Nile  and  in  Egypt.  The  lowest  of  sea- 
going vessels  is  190  horse  power. 

1916.  Where  are  they  employed? — In  the  mail  service  on  the  line  of  the 
Peninsula,  the  Mediterranean,  and  in  the  Indian  seas. 

191 7-  What  is  the  largest? — 520  horses  power. 

3918.  What  is  the  largest  tonnage  ? — The  largest  tonnage  is  1,800  tons.  I 
may  state,  we  call  them  1,800  tons,  but  their  real  measurement,  taking  in  their 
spar  decks,  according  to  the  new  mode  of  measurement,  is  2,000  tons. 

3919.  Mr.  A.  Chapman.]  Taking  away  the  space  required  by  the  engine, 
"what  are  they  ? — That  reduces  them  to  about  1,000  tons. 

1 920.  You  have  stated  that  those  steam-vessels  are  very  valuable  appendages 
to  the  country  in  case  of  war ; will  you  state  to  the  Committee  how  many 
about  4^0°rS  vessel  1 5000  tons  carries  ? — These  vessels  carry  generally 

3923.  Not  mere  stokers,  engineers,  and  stewards,  but  real  sailors? — I am 
yaking  of  the  seamen,  not  of  the  engine  department : they  carry  about  40 

1922.  Forty  able  seamen  ? — Able  seamen,  probably  from  25  to  30  ; they  are 
paid  as  able  seamen. 

1923-  Chairman.']  What  number  of  guns  are  these  vessels  calculated  to 
carry  r The  17  vessels  now  in  actual  service  are  able  to  carry  26  of  the  heavy 
swivel  guns,  such  as  Her  Majesty’s  steamers  carry,  besides  20  broadside  guns. 

°’36,  p 2 3924.'  Admiral 
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A.  Anderson,  Esq.  1924.  Admiral  JDundas .]  What  weight  is  the  gun  ? — I believe  they  are  from 
68  to  84-pounders. 

8 May  1845.  1925.  What  vessels  in  the  Queen’s  service  have  you  ever  seen  with  similar 

guns  ?— Several  of  them ; one  is  the  Medea,  which  carries  such  guns.  Then 
we  have  eight  vessels  in  progress  of  construction,  being  2,960  horses  power,  and 
able  to  carry  15  of  those  heavy  swivel  guns,  and  20  broadside  guns ; making  a 
total  of  25  vessels  of  7,406  horses  power,  with  41  swivel  guns  and  40  broadside 
guns. 

1926.  Chairman.]  Are  these  last-mentioned  ships  intended  to  replace  the 
others,  or  for  additional  service  ? — For  additional  service. 

1927.  Is  it  on  these  grounds,  preparing  a fleet  as  it  were,  for  public  service 
if  necessary,  that  you  think  the  dues  charged  on  the  steam- vessels  ought  to  be 
relieved  ? — I think  that  steam  enterprise  ought  to  be  relieved  from  the  tax  of 
lights  ; Government  evidently  feel  it  to  be  good  policy  to  encourage  the  increase 
of  steam  navigation. 

1928.  Is  it  not  the  policy  of  the  Government  to  encourage  and  increase  large 
ships  for  sailing  vessels  ? — Yes. 

1929.  Mr.  A.  Chapman .]  Is  there,  in  your  opinion,  any  amount  of  maritime 
capital  invested  in  this  country  that  pays  a dividend  equal  to  what  you  have 
described  to  this  Committee  ? — I cannot  answer  that  question,  for  I am  not 
aware  what  the  profits  are. 

1 930.  Have  you  ever  heard  that  the  shipping  interest  of  this  country  is  in 
such  a prosperous  state  as  to  be  enabled,  taking  any  amount  of  tonnage  what- 
ever, be  it  small  or  large,  to  divide  amongst  its  proprietors  a dividend  equal  to 
the  Peninsular  and  Oriental  Steam  Navigation  Company  ? — I cannot  speak 
as  to  the  present  from  my  personal  knowledge  ; the  profit  yielded  by  sailing 
vessels,  like  other  speculations,  depends  much  on  skilful  management  and 
other  circumstances ; but  I can  state  that  I have  been  an  owner  of  sailing 
vessels,  before  I was  a director  of  a steam  company,  and  I have  obtained  much 
higher  dividends  from  them  than  seven  per  cent. 

1931.  Since  what  year  ? — That  is  seven  or  eight  years  since  ; but  I do  not 
think  that  was  the  general  case  with  the  shipping  interest. 

1 932'.  Does  it  not  prove,  in  point  of  fact,  that  if  your  dividend  is  larger  than 
a corresponding  dividend  of  other  capitals,  advanced  in  the  same  line,  you  have 
less  occasion  to  petition  for  a reduction  of  charge  than  your  neighbours,  who 
are  embarked  on  the  ocean  in  sailing  vessels  ? — I am  not  admitting  that  sailing 
vessels  cannot  pay  as  good  a dividend  as  we  do.  I am  not  aware  of  the  fact 
that  they  cannot  do  so.  My  evidence  and  argument  apply  to  the  general 
question,  not  to  an^  individual  company ; and  the  petition  alluded  to  is  not 
from  my  company,  but  from  a general  association  of  steam-ship  proprietors, 
representing  upwards  of  80,000  tons  of  steam  shipping.  It  is  well  known 
that  steam  navigation,  although  highly  beneficial  in  a public  point  of  view,  has 
not  in  general  been  remunerative  to  those  who  have  embarked  capital  in  it. 

’933-  Chairman.']  Do  you  apply  the  same  reasoning  in  favour  of  sailing 
vessels  as  you  have  now  done  in  favour  of  steam-vessels,  to  be  relieved  from 
the  charge  of  public  dues  ? — Precisely  the  same ; with  this  very  slight  difference, 
that  I think  steam  navigation,  on  public  grounds,  from  its  being  a more  efficient 
and  readily  available  branch  of  naval  defence,  ought  to  have  the  preference  of 
encouragement,  if  there  is  any  distinction. 

1 934-  Do  you  mean  to  say  that  because  you,  the  Peninsular  Company,  keep 
17  vessels,  which  may  he  applied  for  the  purposes  of  war,  that  you  think  an 
indulgence  ought  to  be  made  in  relieving  them  from  these  dues  ?— Not  only  to 
this  individual  company,  hut  I think  to  steam  and  navigation  generally. 

1 935-  Your  observations  apply  to  all? — Yes. 

1936.  And  you  only  give  the  example  which  you  have  now  done  to  show 
what  part  you  can  supply  ? — To  show  the  public  benefit  of  steam  enterprise. 

J937-  Admiral  Dundas . j Now  as  to  the  breed  of  seamen;  do  you  think  a 
seaman  better  bred  by  being  six  years  in  a sailing  vessel,  accustomed  to  reefing 
and  taking  the  lead,  or  six  years  in  a steamer  ?— Much  better  bred  in  a sailing 
vessel.  The  fact  is,  we  do  not  breed  seamen  in  steam-vessels. 

1938.  Mr.  Duncan.]  When  does  your  present  contract  with  the  Government 
cease  ?— We  have  three  different  contracts  with  the  Government  for  the  mail 
service  ; we  have  a contract  for  the  conveyance  of  the  mails  to  Soain,  Portugal, 
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and  Gibraltar,  another  for  the  conveyance  of  the  Indian  mail  between  Alex-  A.  Anderson,  Esq. 

andria  and  Southampton,  and  we  have  another  contract  for  the  conveyance 

of  the  Indian  mail  between  Suez,  Ceylon,  Madras,  and  Calcutta,  and  a branch  8 May  1845. 
from  Ceylon,  connected  with  that  line  of  navigation,  to  Penang,  Singapore,  and 
Hong  Kong. 

1939.  When  the  present  contract  ceases  and  determines,  will  fresh  offers  be 
taken  for  contracts  ? — Probably  so,  if  the  Government  consider  there  are  parties 
able  to  undertake  the  service  on  better  terms. 

1940.  In  the  event  of  a reduction  of  the  light  dues  being  made,  would  not 
that  enter  into  one  of  the  items  of  the  offer  you  would  make,  and  would  you 
not  make  the  offer  at  a less  rate  ? — We  should  estimate  our  expenses  at  so 
much  less,  and  be  enabled  to  take  the  contract  for  less  money. 

1941.  Then  were  the  Government  to  have  the  lights  in  their  own  hands,  of 
course  this  would  be  no  loss  to  them  were  the  reductions  to  take  place? — Of 
course  not. 

1942.  Chairman.']  Have  you  any  further  observations  to  maker — There  is 
one  other  observation  about  steam-vessels  not  making  sailors.  I wish  to  state 
a fact  which  I think  will  show  to  the  Committee  that  steam  navigation,  in 
addition  to  its  public  utility  in  other  respects,  is  also  an  extensive  breeder  and 
employer  of  seamen.  The  enterprise  with  which  I am  connected  requires 
about  100,000  tons  of  coal  to  be  carried  from  the  nearest  point  of  shipping 
from  the  pit’s  mouth  to  various  parts  of  the  world,  spreading  from  Southampton 
to  Hong  Kong,  and  that  requires  a large  number  of  ships,  and  a large  number 
of  seamen  to  man  that  shipping. 

1943.  Do  you  consider,  but  for  your  establishment  of  steam-vessels,  that 
quantity  of  tonnage  and  seamen  would  not  be  required  ? — They  would  not  be 
required. 

1944.  Consequently,  the  idea  that  steam-vessels  do  not  indirectly  make 
seamen  you  think  is  erroneous? — I think  so. 

1945.  Mr.  Grogan.]  Those  are  all  chartered  vessels  r— Generally ; vessels 
employed  by  parties  whom  we  contract  with  to  deliver  the  coals  at  our  different 
depdts. 

1946.  Chairman.]  How  do  you  deliver  your  coals  at  Suez  ? — Partly  by  ship- 
ping, and  occasionally  by  carrying  them  across  from  Alexandria. 

1947.  Which  do  you  find  the  most  expensive  ? — Carrying  them  across  from 
Alexandria  is  the  most  expensive,  and  we  generally  do  not  do  it  except  in  cases 
of  emergency. 

1948.  What  places  have  you  depots  at  ? — We  have  a depot  at  Southampton  ; 
another  at  Lisbon  ; another  at  Gibraltar ; another  at  Malta ; another  at  Alex- 
andria ; another  at  Smyrna ; another  at  Constantinople ; another  at  Suez ; 
another  (a  very  extensive  one)  at  Aden ; another  at  Point  de  Galle,  in  Ceylon ; 
another  at  Madras  ; another  at  Calcutta ; another  at  Singapore,  and  another 
at  Hong  Kong. 

1 949.  All  these  are  supplied  by  shipping  chartered  in  England  to  carry  the 
coals  ? — Yes. 

1950.  Viscount  Palmerston .]  Do  you  find  it  cheaper  so  to  lay  in  your  coals 
than  to  get  them  anywhere  nearer  the  places  of  deposit  ? — With  the  exception 
of  Calcutta,  we  have  not  discovered  any  coals  near  the  place  of  deposit ; there 
are  some  native  coals  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Calcutta,  but  not  at  any  other 
place. 

1951.  Chairman.]  Are  the  Committee  to  understand  that  all  these  depdts  are 
supplied  with  coals  from  England? — From  Newcastle,  and  Wales,  and  Scot- 
land ; in  fact,  from  the  different  collieries  in  the  United  Kingdom. 

1952.  Admiral  Dundas.]  Have  you  ever  tried  any  of  the  patent  fuel  ? — Yes. 

1953.  Have  you  tried  Grant’s  patent  fuel? — Yes;  blit  we  did  not  find  it 
answer. 

1954.  Mr.  Grogan.]  Did  you  ever  try  Mr.  Williams’s  patent  turf  fuel? — Mr. 

Williams  is  a co-director  of  mine  in  this  company,  and  of  course  we  should  try 
his  fuel ; we  did  not  find  it  a good  substitute  for  coal  in  long  voyages. 

1 955-  Chairman.]  Have  you  any  other  observations  to  make  ? — No. 

1956.  Admiral  Dundas.]  What  is  the  description  of  coal  at  Calcutta  ? — It 
is  not  equal  to  English  coal ; it  occupies  more  space.  There  is  Burdwan  coal, 
and  a mine  which  has  been  discovered,  called  Cherrygorry.  We  are  trying 
Cherrygorry  coal. 

0.36.  p 3 1 957.  Viscount 
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1957.  Viscount.  Palmerston.]  Did  you  ever  calculate  what  would  be  the  ac 
tual  cost  to  you  at  Calcutta,  or  any  of  those  places  ? — It  fluctuates  much,  accord- 
ing to  circumstances,  whether  there  is  a demand  for  ships  in  India  or  not ; it  is 
a question  of  freight  entirely,  because  the  original  cost  of  the  coal  is  small  in 
proportion  to  the  cost  of  freight.  The  lowest  price  at  Calcutta  we  have  ob- 
tained coal  for  has  been  30 s.  a ton ; we  have  got  coals  for  that. 

1958.  Admiral  Dundas.]  Delivered  at  Calcutta  at  30  s.  ? — Yes. 

1959.  Mr.  Duncan .] — Have  you  no  coals  as  high  as  that  in  London? The 

coals  I consume  in  my  own  house  at  Norwood  cost  from  4 s.  to  5 s.  a ton 
more  than  we  have  purchased  the  same  Newcastle  coal  for  at  Calcutta. 

1 960.  Viscount  Palmerston .]  You  say  that  the  reason  why  the  coals  are  so 
cheap  at  Calcutta  is,  that  they  are  taken  out  as  ballast  by  ships  that  go  there 
for  other  purposes ; is  that  so  ?— Partly  so  ; on  other  occasions  vessels  pro- 
ceeded entirely  with  coals  ; occasionally  they  take  coals  as  part  of  their  ballast 
to  Calcutta. 

1961.  If  you  were  to  employ  vessels  specifically  for  that  and  no  other  purpose, 
would  it  cost  as  little  ?— It  would  depend  entirely  on  circumstances ; if  there 
were  a great  demand  for  shipping  at  Calcutta,  and  good  freights  home,  the 
vessels  would  proceed  for  small  freights  outward  in  the  expectation  of  obtaining 
a high  freight  home. 

1962.  You  said  that  steam  navigation  indirectly  formed  a nursery  for  sea- 
men,  inasmuch  as  you  employ  sailing  vessels  to  take  out  coals  for  the  different 
places  of  deposit;  but  if  those  coals  are  taken  out  as  a ballast  by  ships  that  go 
for  commercial  purposes,  then  that  inference  does  not  exactly  hold  good, 
because  the  ships  would  go  at  any  rate?— The  quantity  taken  out  as  ballast  is 
a very  small  portion  of  what  is  sent  for  us.  The  greater  part  of  the  ships  go 
laden  with  coal  entirely. 

1963.  Chairman .]  In  what  way  are  the  ships  engaged? — We  put  out  a public 
tender  to  parties  connected  with  shipping  and  collieries,  to  deliver  to  us  a certain 
quantity  of  coals  at  our  depbts  at  a certain  price. 

1 964.  Do  you  appoint  any  specific  time?— We  specify  a time  for  sending  the 
vessel  off  from  the  shipping  port ; we  can  hardly  bind  a sailing  vessel  to  a close 
time  of  arrival  at  India. 

1 965.  Are  they  to  be  delivered  within  a year  ?— We  fix  the  period  for  which 
the  contract  is  to  continue. 

1966-7.  Have  you  tried  any  of  the  New  South  Wales  coal  ?— No. 

1968.  Mr.  Chapman.']  You  do  not  come  any  higher  than  Southampton  with 
your  ships  ? — No,  unless  we  bring  them  for  repair. 

] 969.  Admiral  Dundas.]  What  drawback  are  you  allowed  per  ton  on  coals? 
— We  are  not  allowed  any  drawback. 

1970.  Chairman.]  If  the  duty  had  been  kept  on  coals,  what  difference  would 
it  have  made  to  you  in  the  supply  r — It  would  be  2 s . on  such  part  of  our  coal 
as  is  exported  to  foreign  possessions. 

1971.  Admiral  Dundas.]  Part  of  that  you  get  returned,  do  you  not  ? — We  are 
about  to  make  a claim  on  this  ground : we  consider  we  have  a right  to  say  to 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  cc  You  make  a bargain  with  us,  to  improve  the 
public  service,  when  coals  are  at  a certain  price,  and  if  you,  the  next  day,  put 
2 s.  a ton  on  coal,  thereby  increasing  by  so  much  the  expense  of  it,  we  con- 
sider we  have  a claim  on  the  Treasury  for  a return  of  the  amount  of  duty 
which  we  have  paid.” 


Mr.  Joseph  Straker,  called  in ; and  Examined. 

1972.  Chairman.]  ARE  you  a shipowner,  residing  in  Shields  ?» — Yes. 

1973-  Have  you  attended  to  the  question  of  light  dues? — It  is  a question 
that  has  often  been  discussed  among  the  shipowners  at  Shields,  the  port  I 
belong  to ; being  a port  second  only  in  intelligence  to  London,  it  is  natural 
to  suppose  that  such  a subject  has  occupied  a good  deal  of  the  shipowners’ 
attention. 

5 974.  Do  you  speak  now  the  opinions  of  the  shipowners  generally  ? — Yes. 

1975.  State 
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1975.  State  what  their  opinions  are  as  regards  the  light  dues? — During  the 
different  discussions,  the  hardships  under  which  the  shipowners  have  laboured 
during  a very  great  depression  of  their  trade  ; that  has  always  been  considered 
as  one  subject  which  pressed  particularly  hard  upon  them,  inasmuch  as  they 
have  considered  that  the  merchant  marine  of  the  country  has  borne  a larger 
proportion  of  the  light  dues  than  ought  fairly  to  have  been  laid  upon  them. 

1976.  Will  you  explain  how  they  bear  a larger  proportion  ?— It  has  been 
considered  that  the  navy  of  the  country,  being  entirely  exempt  from  the  dues 
that  they  should  have  borne,  has  in  all  cases  been  laid  on  the  merchant  marine 
of  the  country  ; and,  again,  that  many  lights  being  erected  by  private  indivi- 
duals, and  19  obtained  Acts  of  Parliament,  giving  them  certain  dues,  have  been 
found  to  be  much  more  than  was  necessary  for  the  maintenance  of  those  lights ; 
but  having  got  such  Acts,  of  course  those  dues  were  obliged  to  be  paid,  and 
paid,  as  I before  stated,  by  the  merchant  marine  only,  and  not  by  the  navy  as 
well  as  merchant  marine. 

1977-  Then  you  consider  that  as  the  navy  benefits  by  the  light,  the  navy 
ought  to  pay  a portion  of  the  light  dues  ?— That  has  been  our  opinion  ; but  our 
attention  has  been  more  particularly  called  to  that  subject,  I think,  by  the  reci- 
procity treaties  that  were  entered  into  in  Mr.  Huskisson’s  time.  By  those 
treaties,  if  I am  correct  (and  I believe  I am),  one  of  the  clauses  was  that  the 
ships  of  the  northern  nations  of  Europe  were  to  be  entitled  to  the  same  privi- 
leges as  British  ships,  and  that  on  entering  our  ports  they  were  to  pay  no  more 
dues  of  any  kind  than  our  own  ships.  Now  by  those  private  Acts  the  owners 
of  those  lighthouses  were  entitled  to  larger  dues  from  foreign  ships,  in  some 
cases,  I think,  double  dues,  and  therefore  we  felt  that  to  be  a peculiar  hardship 
that  we  shall  have  in  being  made  to  compete  at  a disadvantage  with  those 
foreign  ships,  that  they  should  be  enabled  to  come  in  at  the  same  rate  of  dues 
as  our  own  ships,  and  that  we  should  again  be  taxed  to  pay  that  deficiency  out 
of  the  Consolidated  Fund  of  this  country,  which  we  had  to  do  to  the  private 
individuals  owning  those  lights.  That  is  one  of  the  great  hardships  we  then 
complained  of. 

1978.  In  speaking  of  reciprocity,  are  not  British  ships  charged  in  foreign 
ports  the  same  rate  which  the  native  ships  of  these  parties  pay  ? — Perhaps 
we  were. 

1979*  T>o  you  not  consider  that  was  an  advantage,  particularly  where  the 
quantity  of  British  shipping  entering  those  ports  was  much  larger  than  the 
quantity  of  foreign  vessels  entering  our  port  ? — So  far  as  that  went  we  were 
settled  on  an  equal  footing  with  the  foreign  ; but  where  we  had  to  pay  the  same 
light  dues  as  them,  and  then  had  to  be  taxed  to  pay  the  proprietary,  we  were 
placed  on  an  unequal  footing. 

1980.  Are  you  aware  that  all  these  lights  have  now  been  purchased  by  the 
public?— I am. 

1981.  In  what  other  way  do  you  consider  the  lights  heavy? — We  consider 
that  the  expense  of  the  collection  of  the  lights  might  be  avoided.  We  think 
that  the  least  the  Government  might  do  for  us,  paying  no  part  of  the  lights 
themselves,  would  be  to  collect  the  light  dues  through  their  directors  'and 
comptrollers  of  customs,  without  expense,  supposing  that  the  lights  are  still  to 
be  levied  in  the  way  they  have  been.  But  the  general  feeling  of  the  ship- 
owners is,  that  they  ought  really  to  be  taken  under  the  charge  of  the  Govern- 
ment altogether ; that  the  lights,  in  fact,  should  be  taken  into  their  hands,  and 
that  they  should  pay  the  lights,  and  free  the  merchantmen  of  this  country  from 
them  altogether. 

1982.  Have  you  ever  paid  the  light  dues  yourself  at  Newcastle  ?— Yes. 

^83.  Who  did  you  pay  them  to  ? — To  a person  appointed  for  that  especial 

purpose. 

1984.  If  you  were  informed  that  9261.  was  paid  for  collecting  the  dues  at 
Shields  in  last  year,  would  you  consider  that  to  be  a large  amount? — Yes,  I 
should ; I think  it  falls  especially  hard  on  the  shipping  of  the  Tyne,  for  this 
reason,  that  a great  portion  of  them  are  employed  in  the  London  trade  with 
coals.  We  have,  altogether,  1,450  sail  of  ships  at  the  port  of  Newcastle,  which 
embraces  North  and  South  Shields;  number  of  ships,  1,450;  tonnage,  318,000 
tons ; manned  by  20,000  men  ; and  there  have  entered  the  port  of  Newcastle 
during  the  last  year,  1844,  of  all  nations,  25,000  sail  of  ships. 

°-36*  P 4 1985.  Are 
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1985.  Are  the  1.450  sail  of  ships  employed  in  the  coal  trade  alone?— -No 
they  are.  employed  generally ; but  a very  large  proportion  of  these  ships  are 
employed  in  the  coal  trade ; consequently  the  same  argument  holds  good  with 
respect  to  the  coal  ships  that  applies  to  the  steamers,  that  they  make  a great 
many  voyages,  and  consequently  have  lights  to  pay  a great  many  times. 

1986.  You  find  the  lights  very  good  ? — I do  not  think  there  is  any  objection 
to  the  lights.  I can  speak  of  that  from  my  own  observation,  having  gone  along 
the  coast  very  often,  and  once  commanded  a ship  myself. 

1987.  Then  it  is  the  amount  of  your  charges  ? — Yes. 

1958.  Do  you  consider  the  amount  to  maintain  the  lights  too  large,  or  the 
amount  charged  as  dues  ? — We  think  that  the  amount  charged  is  too  much- 
inasmuch  as  we  have  been  informed  (whether  correctly  or  otherwise  I am  not 
prepared  to  say)  that  a much  larger  sum  is  collected  than  is  necessary  for  the 
maintenance  of  those  lights. 

1959.  Are  you  aware  that  30 ,000 1.  and  upwards  are  paid  by  the  Trinity 
House,  out  of  the  light  dues,  as  pensions  to  decayed  seamen  1 — I am  aware 
that  there  is  such  a payment,  but  do  not  know  the  amount  exactly. 

1990. ^  Do  you  object  to  any  portion  of  the  light  dues  being  paid  to  decayed 
seamen  ? — Yes,  that  is  one  of  the  grounds  of  our  dissatisfaction. 

1991.  You  have  no  objection  to  provide  a fund  for  worn-out  and  decayed 
seamen  and  their  widows  ; but  you  object  to  its  being  taken  under  the  head  of 
light  dues  r— ' That  is  our  objection.  We  think  the  thing  in  itself  is  good ; but 
that  the  money  raised  from  ships  should  not  be  appropriated  to  that  purpose. 

1992.  Have  you  considered  whether  any  better  superintendence  for  the 
conduct  of  lights  could  be  established? — We  are  of  opinion  that  the  whole 
might  be  collected  without  any  expense  ; and  we  think  that  the  Board  of  the 
Trinity  House  in  London  do  receive  a much  larger  sum  than  is  at  all  necessary 
for  such  a purpose. 

1993-  Are  you  aware  in  what  manner  the  Scotch  and  Irish  lights  are 
managed  ? — I am  not  aware  exactly  how  they  are  managed  ; I think  the  Scotch 
lights  are  managed  by  commissioners  in  Scotland,  and  not  by  the  Trinity  House, 
here.  The  Irish  lights,  I know  something  of  the  management  of  a part  of 
them,  or  rather,  I should  say,  the  mismanagement,  of  which  I will  give  an 
instance.  I am  not  prepared  to  give  dates,  but  of  the  fact  I can  speak  with 
confidence.  I had  a ship,  called  the  Richard  and  Ann,  loaded  with  a general 
cargo,  at  Liverpool,  for  St.  Petersburgh ; she  sailed  from  Liverpool,  and  at- 
tempted to  go  through  the  south  channel,  but  met  with  a wind  from  the 
southward,  and  bore  up  to  go  through  the  channel.  In  running  along  the 
coast  of  Wicklow,  they  got  sight  of  the  floating  light  upon  the  south  end  of 
Arklow  Bank.  The  captain  saw  the  light,  shaped  his  course  what  he  considered 
a fair  berth  clear  outside  the  light,  arid,  in  passing  the  light,  he  ran  right  on  to 
the  top  of  the  sand.  The  ship  beat  there  all  night,  was  got  off  the  next  day, 
and  got  into  Dublin  ultimately,  where  she  had  to  discharge  her  cargo  and 
remain  all  the  winter,  being  hauled  on  the  slip  away.  It  remained  at  an  ex- 
pense of  nearly  1,000 1. 

1 994-  Might  not  that  be  the  fault  of  the  captain  ? — I happened  to  be  at 
Liverpool  when  she  sailed ; I went  to  Dublin,  and  the  first  thing  I did,  was  to 
call  the  captain  to  account  for  running  on  the  Arklow  Bank.  He  showed  me 
his  chart ; he  declared  he  had  passed  the  light  with  a fair  berth  to  seaward,  and 
to  his  surprise  and  astonishment,  he  ran  on  to  the  bank.  I told  him  it  was 
impossible,  if  the  chart  was  correct.  I inquired  who  the  authorities  were  that 
had  the  charge  of  the  lights  on  that  coast ; I was  told  the  Ballast  Office.  I then 
went  to  the  Board  Office,  with  the  chart  in  my  hand,  and  asked  if  that  chart 
was  published  under  their  authority.  They  said  it  was.  I made  further  inquiry. 
We  will  suppose  that  to  represent  the  bank ; the  light  which  in  the  chart  was 
placed  in  that  direction  had  been  removed,  and  carried  inside  the  bank,  and 
placed  there  in  a kind  of  bay,  inside  the  bank,  and  that  the  ship  in  proceeding 
past  it,  had  run  on  the  top  of  the  bank.  I stated  to  the  Board  the  impropriety 
of  moving  a light  without  any  alteration  in  the  chart,  or  without  any  public 
notice,  and  I told  them  I should  hold  them  accountable  for  the  damage  done  to 
my  ship.  I stated  the  case  to  my  underwriters  on  my  return,  and  advised 
them  to  bring  an  action  against  the  Ballast  Office.  They  did  not  do  so,  nor 
would  they  give  me  an  undertaking  that  if  I brought  an  action  and  recovered, 
I should  hold  the  amount.  They  paid  me  the  loss,  and  the  thing  fell  to  the 
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ground ; but  in  consequence  of  the  representation  I made  to  the  Ballast  Office, 
they  sent  round  there  and  removed  the  light-vessel,  and  brought  her  bach  to 
the  place  where  originally  she  had  been  placed.  I mention  that  as  one  instance 
of  the  mismanagement  of  the  Irish  lights. 

1995.  Mr.  Grogan .]  Have  you  heard  of  any  similar  instance  of  late?— No, 
I have  not. 

1996.  Chairman.']  In  speaking  of  the  management,  in  your  opinion,  who 
are  the  proper  parties  to  have  the  charge  of  the  lights  ? — I should  say  the 
Government  of  the  country.  I give  that  as  an  instance  of  mismanagement  at 
that  time ; but  I think  if  they  had  been  in  the  hands  of  the  Government,  such 
a thing  could  not  have  arisen.  J do  not  believe  there  was  a seaman  at  that 
Board  whom  you  could  call  a seaman.  The  only  use  of  the  light  is,  to  point 
out  the  dangerous  point  of  the  land.  The  only  reason  they  gave  me  was,  that 
she  rode  better  and  easier  inside  the  bank. 

1997.  Are  we  to  understand  your  objections  are,  first,  to  the  amount  of  the 
light  dues,  that  more  is  raised  than  is  applied  fairly  to  maintain  the  lights ; that 
inasmuch  .as  the  navy  benefit  by  the  lights,  the  opinion  of  the  shipowners  at 
your  port  is,  that  the  navy  ought  to  pay  a portion,  at  any  rate,  of  the  expense ; 
but  that  you  think  the  whole  should  be  paid  by  the  nation  as  a national 
charge  ? — Yes. 

1 99 8.  And  you  think  that  the  whole  lights  round  the  coast  should  be  in  the 
management  of  a Government  department  ? — Yes. 

1999.  Mr.  A.  Chapman.]  Military  or  naval? — Naval. 

2000.  Admiral  Dundas.]  Do  you  mean  by  the  Trinity  Board  ? — I mean  by  a 
Board  appointed  by  the  Government  itself. 

2001.  Chairman .]  Responsible  to  the  country? — Yes. 

2002.  Admiral  Dundas.]  Have  you  had  any  reason  to  complain  to  the 

Trinity  Board  about  lights  ? — As  to  the  amount  and  as  to  the  expenditure  bv 
that  Trinity  Board,  I do  not  see  that  so  large  a sum  need  be  expended  by  the 
Board.  In  our  port,  for  instance,  we  have  a Trinity  House,  and  these  gentle- 
men manage  the  lights  and  the  pilots,  and  I am  not  aware  they  receive  a farthing- 
remuneration  for  it.  0 

_ 2003.  Chairman.]  Are  you  aware  that  the  Trinity  Board  consists  of  20  indi- 
viduals, who  devote  their  time,  as  is  alleged,  to  the  maintenance  of  the  lights 
and  other  duties  ? — A portion  of  them  time. 

2004.  Mr.  A.  Chapman.]  Are  you  aware  they  are  not  allowed  to  go  into  any 

trade  ? — I think  I have  known  many  of  them  as  much  in  trade  as  I am ; ship- 
owners. * 1 

2005.  Chairman .]  Do  you  consider  a numerous  body  requisite  to  direct  the 
lights?— Our  Trinity  House  managing  them  are  a body  of  shipowners,  who 
manage  the  Trinity  House  and  receive  no  remuneration. 

2006.  Mere  harbour  lights,  Teignmouth  light? — Yes. 

2007.  Admiral  Dundas.]  Then  it  is  not  the  individuals  of  the  Trinity  Board 
you  complain  of,  but  the  expense  ? — The  expense. 

2008.  You  consider  the  individuals  of  the  Trinity  Board  perfectly  qualified  ? 

■ — Perfectly  so ; but  I think  their  expenditure  is  unnecessary. 

2009.  Mr.  A.  Chapman.]  And  the  amount  levied  you  consider  large  ? Yes. 

2010.  Are  you  aware  that  a few  years  ago,  in  order  to  relieve  the  northern 
trade,  every  ship  was  made  no  longer  subject  to  the  payment  of  light  dues  if 
it  sailed  in  ballast  ? — I am  aware  of  that. 

2011.  Do  you  not  consider  that  was  a great  relief  to  the  northern  trade  ? — 
It  was. 

2012.  If  you  have  a ship  going  from  Newcastle  to  the  Brazils  in  ballast,  and 
she  takes  a cargo  of  sugar  from  thence  to  St.  Petersburgh,  what  amount  of 
light  dues  do  you  pay  for  passing  84  lights,  42  out  and  42  homewards,  from 
Teignmouth  ? — I am  not  aware  we  should  pay  any  in  that  case. 

2013.  Then  you  would  pay  nothing  in  the  shape  of  light  dues,  although  you 
have  received  benefit  from  42  outwards  and  42  homeward  lights  ? — Yes. 

2014.  And  you  admit  also  you  receive  all  that  benefit  without  paying  any- 
thing in  the  shape  of  compensation  ? — If  I make  another  voyage  where  the  dues- 
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Mr.  j.  stra&er.  are  levied,  and  the  Trinity  House  lay  on  a large  amount  sufficient  to  pav  th 

— r expense  of  both  voyages,  then  in  the  aggregate  I am  charged  too  much, 

8 May  1845.  not  see  that  it  makes  any  difference  to  me  in  the  end  whether  I pay  it  on  on° 

voyage  or  on  half-a-dozen  voyages. 

2015.  Is  it  your  opinion  that  the  amount  that  would  have  been  levied  for 

this  Brazilian  voyage  is  added  to  the  next  levy  that  is  made  on  you  ? I cari 

only  come  to  that  conclusion,  when  the  whole  amount  of  rates  levied  is  more 
than  sufficient  for  the  maintenance  of  them.  It  is  of  little  consequence  how  it 
is  levied,  if  I am  paying  a larger  amount  of  dues  than  is  sufficient  to  maintain 
the  light. 

20 1 6.  Is  it  not  the  fact  that  you  pay  nothing  for  the  voyage  you  make  to 

the  Brazils,  out  and  home  ? — It  may  be  so  ; I never  had  a ship  on  such  a voyage- 
I cannot  speak  positively  ; I am  not  prepared  to  say  it  is  not  so.  5 * 

2017.  Mr.  Grogan.]  Would  it  be  the  wish  of  the  shipowners  of  your  port  to 

pay  a certain  amount  for  every  ton  of  goods,  provided  that  the  amount  levied 
was  merely  adequate  to  the  maintenance  of  the  lights  of  the  kingdom  ?— They 
would  be  better  satisfied  with  that  than  the  present  way  in  which  it  is  levied  • 
they  would  of  course  prefer  it  was  remitted  altogether,  and  paid  by  the  country- 
that  would  be  the  next  good  thing  after  the  whole  being  remitted.  ’ 

2018.  Mr.  A.  Chapman .]  Taking  your  freight  of  coals  from  Newcastle  to 
London,  say  at  7s.  3d.,  or  whatever  it  may  be,  do  not  you  calculate  it  as  one 
of  the  charges,  in  order  that  the  ratio  of  freight  may  be  increased  equal  to  that 
amount  ? — The  owners  of  colliers  do  not  enter  into  such  nice  calculations ; they 
take  it  as  a whole,  and  get  the  best  freight  they  can ; and  if  it  is  a losing 
voyage,  they  are  very  sorry  for  it,  and  if  they  make  a little  by  it,  they  are  very 
thankful,  and  that  is  all  they  can  say  about  it.  I do  not  think  they  enter  into 
such  nice  calculations. 

2019.  Mr.  Grogan.']  Then  your  entire  objections,  either  from  your  own 
experience  or  the  hearsay  of  others,  with  regard  to  the  Irish  lights,  was  that 
this  particular  light  was  in  a wrong  position  ?— That  is  the  only  objection  I 
could  have  certainly  against  the  thing ; but  the  general  objection  obtains,  of  our 
having  to  pay,  both  for  Irish  lights  and  for  the  lights  here,  more  than  we  con- 
sider sufficient  for  the  maintenance  of  them. 

2020.  Are  you  aware  there  is  no  pension  or  any  staff  paid  in  the  Irish 
department  r — I am  not  aware  of  it. 

2021.  Do  you  know  what  you  pay  for  the  Irish  lights?— No;  I have  not 
come  here  with  any  materials  to  help  me  out. 

2022.  Do  you  conceive  that  half  a farthing  per  ton  is  too  expensive  for  the 
use  of  the  lighthouses  ( — I do  not  know.  That  would  depend  in  a great  measure 
on  the  number  of  ships  passing  that  light,  and  the  amount  of  tonnage  that 
contributed.  Half  a farthing  may  amount  to  a very  large  sum. 

2023.  Do  you  conceive  that  a sum  raised  from  the  shipping  of  the  country 
for  the  sole  maintenance  of  the  lights,  with  no  pensions,  no  gratuities,  no  sala- 
ries, or.  any  expense,  except  what  is  absolutely  required  for  the  lights,  to  be  an 
oppressive  charge  to  the  shipping  ?— No,  I do  not  think  it  could  be  considered 
oppressive  if  there  were  no  more  collected  than  sufficient  for  the  purpose. 

2024.  If  that  should  be  the  case  with  the  Irish  lights,  you  think  they  were 
well  managed  in  that  respect  ?— It  would  have  nothing  to  do  with  the  manage- 
ment of  them  exactly ; I think  that  if  the  shipowner  has  to  pay  the  lights,  he 
would  never  have  reason  to  complain  if  more  was  collected  than  was  sufficient 
for  the  maintenance  of  them. 

2025.  Chairman.]  You  mean  with  due  economy  in  every  way? Yes. 

2026.  You  alluded  to  the  Ballast  Board ; I think  you  say  there  was  no  seaman, 
as  far  as  you  know,  on  the  Ballast  Board ; do  you  consider  that  any  Board 
ought  not  to  have  charge  of  the  lighthouses  without  having  some  scientific  and 
professional  assistance  ? — I think  that  every  Board  ought  as  well  to  have 
scientific  men  as  seamen ; it  should  be  composed  of  both. 

202/.  What  class  of  professional  men  do  you  consider  in  your  experience 
would  be  most  efficient? — I should  consider  men  who  commanded  merchant 
ships  to  be  the  most  efficient,  or  naval  men. 

■2028.  Mr.  Grogan .]  Gentlemen  who  had  command  of  merchant  vessels,  or 
who  had  served  in  the  Royal  Navy,  if  their  services  could  not  be  acquired 

gratuitously, 
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Gratuitously,  would  you  consider  that  a Board,  who  had  under  its  control  prac- 
tical and  experienced  men,  nautical  men,  could  not  conduct  its  business  well  r — 
I think  they  might  manage  the  lights  by  the  help  of  experienced  pilots.  The 
next  best  thing  would  be  to  employ  pilots  who  are  in  the  habit  of  passing  those 
sands. 

2029.  Chairman.']  Do  you  mean  with  regard  to  floating  lights  ? — Yes. 

2030.  Admiral  Dundas.]  Do  you  suppose  pilots  would  have  that  general 
information  that  would  be  necessary  for  all  parts  ?— It  would  be  pilots  belong- 
ing to  that  peculiar  district.  I am  speaking  now  of  the  floating  lights.  The 
other  lights  I do  not  see  but  they  might  be  managed  without  nautical  men, 
where  their  services  are  not  to  be  had. 

2031.  Do  you  think  those  men  the  most  capable  who  have  felt  the  advan- 
tage and  the  disadvantage  ? — Yes,  I think  so. 

2032.  Have  you  any  pension  or  seamen’s  fund  in  your  port? — I believe  we 
have. 

2033.  Is  it  the  custom  in  that  port  for  the  owner  to  pay  the  fund,  or  the 
seamen  ? — The  seamen. 

2034.  The  seaman  pays  the  master,  does  he,  or  how  is  it  paid  ? — It  is  paid 
by  the  owner  in  the  first  instance,  and  deducted  from  the  wages  on  the  settle- 
ment by  the  captain. 

2035.  Have  you  had  remarks  in  your  port  on  the  payment  of  the  money  and 
the  distribution  ? — Yes,  a great  deal  of  complaint  about  it ; a great  dissatisfac- 
tion among  the  seamen. 

2036.  Would  it  be  better  to  amalgamate  the  whole  in  one  sum? — That  seems 
to  be  the  general  opinion. 

2037.  If  you  are  excused  lights  in  the  merchant  service,  do  you  think  it  pos- 
sible that  owners  might  pay  a small  proportion  of  that  fund,  which  you  are 
aware  is  in  a distressed  state  ? — I would  say  that  generally  the  shipping  interest 
is  not  in  so  depressed  a state  at  this  moment  as  it  has  been.  Owing  to  the 
competition  of  steam  and  other  things,  the  merchant  marine  of  the  country 
has  been  for  three  or  four  years  past,  until  within  the  last  twelvemonth,  which 
has  not  been  so  bad,  in  so  depressed  a state,  that  it  requires  all  the  relief  it  is 
possible  to  give  it. 

2038.  Have  you  observed  great  improvements  in  the  character  and  conduct 
of  seamen  in  the  last  30  years  ? — I am  sorry  to  say  I have  not. 

2039.  Is  there  more  drunkenness  than  there  used  to  be? — I think  so, except 
in  cases  where  ships  go  on  the  total  abstinence  system. 

2040.  Chairman.]  Are  there  many  of  those  ? — Not  many  of  our  port. 

2041.  Mr.  Duncan.]  That  system  is  not  generally  approved  ? — No. 

2042.  Chairman.]  Do  you  consider  it  would  be  any  great  relief  to  the  cap- 
tains and  owners  if  they  had  not  the  lighthouse  bills  to  pay  every  voyage  ? — 
I think  it  would  be  a great  relief ; it  is  sometimes  a subject  of  delay,  and  in 
some  cases,  of  vexation.  I have  myself  met  with  two  or  three  instances  of  it ; 
I remember  clearing  out  a ship  at  Greenock  a few  years  ago ; I had  had  a 
ship  sailing  out  there  a few  voyages,  and  I found  they  always  charged  the  light 
southward.  In  two  or  three  cases  my  ships  had  gone  north,  where  the  light 
dues  were  less,  and  I could  not  see  any  reason  why  I should  pay  the  south 
lights  for  a ship  going  north.  The  south  lights  are  more  numerous  and  more 
expensive  than  the  north  lights.  I complained,  but  without  effect ; I went 
down  to  Greenock  on  the  arrival  of  one  of  the  ships,  and  waited  until  she 
sailed ; I went  to  the  Customs  and  insisted  on  a return  for  the  voyages  my 
ships  had  gone  north ; after  a great  deal  of  difficulty  and  trouble  I got  a 
return ; I then  had  my  ship  cleared  out,  and  refused  to  allow  the  lights  to  be 
paid  south,  and  I gave  the  captain  positive  orders  to  go  north.  They  refused 
me  my  clearance  ; I took  a notary  into  the  Custom-house,  and  gave  the 
director  and  comptroller  notice  that  my  ship  should  lie  there  at  their  cost  and 
charge  until  they  did  clear  her  out : then  for  the  first  time  during  many  years 
they  took  the  lights  northward,  and  allowed  my  ship  to  sail.  I would  further 
stete,  that  so  vexatious  have  we  found  many  of  the  charges  on  vessels  in  the 
river  Tees,  where  I ship  my  coals,  being  concerned  in  two  collieries  in  that 
neighbourhood,  that  a few  days  before  I left  the  north  a meeting  of  the  coal- 
owners  in  the  district  was  held,  and  we  determined  that  if  the  Government  did 

0-36.  0.  2 not 
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not  take  the  lights  into  their  hands  and  release  the  ships  from  them  we  th 
coalowners,  would  do  so  as  far  as  the  Tees  was  concerned,  and  we  pass  H 
a resolution  that  we  would  pay  the  lights  ourselves  and  exempt  the  ships  frci 
them  altogether.  111 

2043.  Chairman.']  Are  you  aware  that  at  the  Tees  the  harbour  light  is  not 
managed  by  the  Trinity  House,  but  managed  by  a corporation  ? — I am  not  aware 
of  that ; but  we  have  not  only  taken  on  ourselves  the  payment  of  the  lights 
but  of  the  buoyage  and  anchorage ; and  the  boat-hire  we  regulate  in  this°wav 
to  relieve  the  shipping  : we  had  complaints  of  the  charges  in  the  port,  and  to 
relieve  them  of  it,  in  some  measure,  we  determined  to  take  off  a fourth  of  the 
steam-towage  dues,  and  to  give  the  steam-boat  owners  their  coals  without 
charge,  as  a compensation  for  reducing  the  dues  one-fourth.  We  made  a pro. 
position  to  the  pilots,  that  on  condition  that  they  would  remit  one-third  of 
their  pilotage,  when  steam  power  was  used,  we  would  give  our  ships  orders  to 
take  pilots,  in  all  cases,  for  the  greater  security  of  navigation,  and  to  encourage 
them.  . Many  of  the  ships  come  in  without  pilots  ; they  are  not  obliged  to 
have  pilots ; and  we  agreed,  on  condition  that  they  would  remit  one-third  of 
their  pilotage  in  all  cases  where  steam  was  used,  it  would  be  a great  encou- 
ragement to  the  steamers.  We  remitted  a fourth  of  the  dues  to  the  ships,  and 
we  supplied  the  coals  to  the  steamers  gratis ; and  all  those  regulations  were 
made  in  order  to  make  it  a free  port. 

2044.  In  mentioning  this,  you  wish  to  exemplify  the  desire  the  owners  have 
to  have  their  ships  freed  from  all  those  small  payments  that  take  place  ?— Yes. 

2045.  What  is  your  opinion  if  any  measure  could  be  adopted  to  relieve  the 
shipping  of  all  port-charges,  by  throwing  the  expenses  of  the  port  on  the  goods 
shipped  and  landed  ? — I have  not  turned  my  attention  sufficiently  to  that  point 
to  offer  an  opinion  upon  it ; the  way  we  have  acted  is  the  best  proof  I can  give 
of  our  opinion  on  the  subject. 

2046.  Have  you  any  suggestions  to  offer  as  to  the  improvement  of  the  lights 
or  the  promotion  of  economy  ?— If  the  shipping  is  still  to  pay  the  lights,  the 
only  thing  I can  suggest  is,  that  the  actual  expenditure  should  be  ascertained, 
and  that  no  more  be  levied  on  the  ships  than  the  actual  sum  necessary  to  keep 
up  the  deficiency  of  the  lights. 

2047.  Mr.  A.  Chapman.']  And  to  pay  any  debt?— If  the  Government  take 
them  in  hand,  of  course  the  Government  must  take  the  debt. 

2048.  Mr.  Duncan.]  In  the  event  of  the  Government  not  taking  them  in 
hand,  you  decidedly  object  that  the  shipping  interest  should  pay  a larger  sum 
than  the  actual  bond  fide  cost  of  keeping  sufficient  lights  ? — Yes. 

2049.  But  that  no  surplus  should  be  given  in  charities  or  any  other  way,  so 
as  to  be  a burthen  on  the  shipping  interest  of  this  country  ?— Yes. 

2050.  Chairman.]  Are  the  Committee  to  understand  that  the  matter  has  been 
often  discussed  how  far  the  whole  lights  should  be  taken  charge  of  by  the 
Government,  and  defrayed  at  the  national  expense  ? —Yes. 

2051.  Is  that  a prevailing  opinion  ? — Yes. 

2052.  Has  that  opinion  arisen  since  the  distress  under  which  the  shipping 
has  of  late  years  been  suffering  ?— -It  has  induced  the  shipowner  to  take  all 
those  matters  into  his  consideration ; and  I may  state  that  a petition  would 
have  been  sent,  signed  by  I believe  every  shipowner  in  the  port,  but  that  Mr. 
Mitcalfe  stated  to  our  secretary  of  shipping  interest  in  Shields,  that  as  the  Com- 
mittee sat  here  on  the  subject,  he  thought  it  was  unnecessary  to  send  a 
petition. 

2053.  Mr.  Grogan.]  The  shipowners  of  the  port  are  willing  to  pay  for  the 
lights  they  use  that  which  shall  maintain  them  in  a perfect  and  efficient  state  ! 
— Yes. 

2054.  But  you  think  that  the  appropiation  of  any  surplus  to  charitable  or 
other  purposes  other  than  the  maintenance  of  the  lights  is  ill-advised  ?— Yes. 
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Mr.  Hastie. 
Mr.  Hume. 
Mr.  Mitcalfe. 
Mr.  Somes. 


JOSEPH  HUME,  Esq.  in  the  Chair. 


Captain  Thomas  Ewing , called  in  ; and  Examined. 

2055.  Chairman .]  ARE  you  a shipmaster  in  Dundee  ? — Yes. 

2056.  How  long  have  you  commanded  a vessel  out  of  that  port  ?— Twenty 

years.  J 

2057.  Are  you  acquainted  with  the  situation,  state,  and  condition  of  the  lights 
upon  the  Iliver  Tay? — I am. 

2058.  Will  you  state  your  opinion  with  respect  to  their  efficiency?— I think 
they  are  very  efficient  lights  in  the  River  Tay. 

2059.  Under  whose  management  are  they? — They  are  managed  by  the  Frater- 
nity of  the  Masters  and  Seamen  of  Dundee. 

2060.  Are  you  a member  of  that  fraternity? — Yes. 

2061.  Can  you  state  what  is  the  consitution  of  that  body,  and  how  they  con- 
duct  their  business  ? — The  Master  of  the  Trinity  House  at  Dundee  is  here,  and  he 
will  answer  that  question  best. 

2062.  Mr.  Duncan. J You  have  been  for  a great  many  years  in  the  Dundee 
and  London  trade  ? — I have. 

2063.  I believe  you  were  master  of  one  of  the  sailing  smacks  belonging  to  the 
same  company  previous  to  the  introduction  of  steam  ? — I was. 

2064.  For  how  many  years  were  you  captain  of  one  of  the  sailing  vessels?— 
Ten  years. 

2065.  How  long  have  you  been  captain  and  sailing  master  of  one  of  the  Dundee 
steamers? — I have  been  eight  years  captain  and  three  years  sailing  master. 

2066.  Of  course,  from  your  long  experience,  and  being  regularly  encm^ed  in 
the  trade,  you  can  speak  to  the  Committee  as  to  the  lights  on  the  Tay,°and  the 
buoys  and  beacons  ? — Yes. 

2067.  Have  you  ever,  at  any  period,  known  any  deficiency  in  the  lights  of  the 
Pay  and  the  buoys  and  beacons,  with  reference  to  ships  taking  the  river  with 
safety? — No;  they  can  take  it  at  all  times  when  the  weather  will  permit.  In  time 
of  snow  or  thick  weather  they  cannot  see  the  lights  or  the  buoys. 

2068.  But  weather  permitting,  do  you  consider  that  both  the  lights  and  the 
buoys  are  efficient  for  the  purpose? — Yes,  I think  so. 

2069.  And  have  they  been  so  from  the  period  you  went  to  sea? — Yes,  as  lon°- 
as  I can  remember. 

2070.  Are  you  acquainted  generally  with  the  lights  on  the  English  coast  in 
your  course  between  Dundee  and  London  ? — Yes. 

2071.  Have  you  any  complaint  to  make  of  any  of  the  lights  in  the  course  of 
your  passage  ? — No. 

2072.  They  are  efficient  in  every  way? — Yes,  I think  so. 

2073.  Chairman .]  Have  you  any  suggestions  to  make  respecting  either  Scotch 
or  English  lights  ? — I believe  not. 

2074.  You  have  no  objection  to  them  in  any  way,  as  to  their  efficiency  ? — No. 

, 2075 • Mr.  Mitcalfe .]  Does  your  evidence  refer  entirely  to  the  coast  between 
the  port  of  Dundee  and  London  ? — Yes. 

2076.  Your  knowledge  does  not  extend  to  the  west  coast  of  Great  Britain  and 
to  the  Irish  Channel  ?— No. 

2077.  Chairman .]  Are  you  quite  satisfied  with  reference  to  the  charges  ? — The 
charges  are  high. 

q 3 2078.  Admiral 
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2078.  Admiral  Dundas.]  Do  you  ever  begrudge  the  charge  for  lights  at  sea?— 
No  doubt  they  are  very  useful. 

2079.  Mr.  Somes.]  You  would  rather  pay  the  money  than  be  without  them  ? 
— Yes. 

2080.  Mr.  Duncan.]  Have  you,  from  your  experience  in  going  into  the  Tav 
felt  any  want  of  a floating  light,  or  do  you  think  that  a floating  light  would  be 
beneficial  to  the  shipping  interest  generally  were  it  placed  there  ?— It  would  not 
be  beneficial  generally,  but  it  would  not  be  useless.  I consider  there  are  not 
enough  vessels  going  into  the  Tay  to  make  it  available  generally  ; but  it  would  not 
be  a useless  article. 

2081.  Mr.  Hastie .]  You  think  there  is  neither  risk  nor  inconvenience  experi- 
enced from  the  want  of  it  ? — I think  not. 

2082.  Mr.  Mitcalfe .]  You  consider  the  navigation  of  the  Tay,  as  regards  the 

approach  to  it,  sufficiently  safe  without  any  additional  light  ? — Yes.  & 

2083.  Mr.  Duncan.]  Are  you  aware  that  a number  of  vessels  have  been  lost 
there  lately? — I am. 

2084.  Do  you  think  those  losses  arose  more  from  carelessness  than  from  the 
want  of  lights  ? — I should  say  it  was  from  want  of  pilots. 

2085.  Chairman.]  Are  there  any  pilots  appointed  for  the  Tay? — There  are 
pilots,  but  they  never  get  them  outside  the  bar  in  bad  weather. 

2086.  Under  whose  management  are  the  pilots? — They  are  under  the  manage- 
ment of  the  trustees  of  the  harbour. 

2087.  Has  the  Trinity  House  in  London,  or  any  other  Board,  any  authority 
over  them  ? — No. 

2088.  Do  you  consider  the  dangers  attendant  upon  entering  the  river  to  be 
more  from  the  want  of  pilots  than  from  any  defect  in  the  lights  ? — I do. 

2089.  Has  any  representation  or  complaint  been  made  by  the  shipmasters  at 
any  time  ? — I cannot  say  I ever  heard  any  complaint  from  the  shipmasters. 

2090.  Does  not  the  Fraternity  of  Seamen  take  charge  of  the  buoys,  and  every- 
thing connected  with  the  entrance  of  the  river? — Yes. 

2091.  Then  if  there  be  a deficiency  of  pilots,  why  have  not  you  and  the  masters 
of  other  ships  interested  made  your  complaints  to  them? — We  who  are  natives, 
and  acquainted  with  the  river  and  harbour,  do  not  require  pilots;  it  is  only 
strangers  who  require  pilots.  The  Dundee  people  are  so  well  acquainted  with 
the  river  and  harbour,  that  they  do  not  feel  the  want. 

2092.  The  Committee  understand  you  to  state  that  the  shipwrecks  that  have 
taken  place  have  been  more  from  the  want  of  good  pilots  than  from  the  want  of 
lights  ; in  that  case,  why  are  good  pilots  not  provided,  and  why  do  not  steamers 
and  other  vessels  complain  of  that  want  ? — They  have  not  good  boats  to  go  out  to 
sea  with. 

2093.  Why  are  not  complaints  made  to  the  proper  authority  upon  the  subject, 
that  proper  boats  and  men  should  be  provided  ? — I cannot  answer  the  question. 

2094.  Do  you  know  that  any  complaints  have  ever  been  made  with  respect  to 
the  pilotage  ? — I do  not  know  that  complaints  have  been  made  ; I have  'heard  it 
said,  in  conversation,  that  if  pilots  had  been  on  board,  some  of  the  shipwrecks 
would  not  have  happened. 

2095.  Has  the  Fraternity  of  Seamen  ever  had  it  under  their  consideration?— 
Yes,  they  have  had  it  under  consideration,  I believe  ; but  I am  not  prepared  to 
say  when. 

2096.  Mr.  Somes.]  How  do  they  board  the  ships  that  want  pilots  ? — In  their 
own  boats. 

2097.  Are  they  sailing  boats?— Small  boats. 

2098.  Ought  not  they  to  have  sailing  boats  to  cruise  in  all  weathers,  the  same 
as  at  Dungeness  and  other  places  upon  the  south  coast  ? — Yes. 

2099-  That  ought  to  be  made  compulsory? — Yes. 

2100.  That  is  your  opinion  ? — Yes. 

2101.  Then  the  only  want  at  Dundee  is  proper  pilots,  and  proper  boats  to 
enable  the  pilots  to  board  the  vessels  outside  the  bar  ? — Yes,  that  is  my  opinion. 

2102.  Admiral  Dundas.]  Do  you  think  it  would  prevent  shipwrecks  if  all 
masters  and  mates  of  merchant  vessels  were  examined  by  a Board  of  nautical  men 
at  the  different  ports  ? — I do. 

2103.  You  think  that  would  be  beneficial  to  the  merchant  service? — I do. 

2104.  Mr. 
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2104.  Mr.  Duncan .]  Do  you  think  if  there  were  an  efficient  pilotage  system 
adopted  at  Dundee,  the  Fraternity  of  Seamen  would,  without  any  expense  to  the 
country  at  large,  or  to  the  shipping  interest,  take  upon  themselves  the  examination 
and  appointing  of  those  pilots,  so  far  as  their  own  labour  goes? — I think  they 
would  willingly  undertake  the  examination  of  pilots. 

2105.  In  fact  at  this  moment,  when  an  application  is  made  to  the  harbour 
trustees  to  license  a pilot,  is  he  not  remitted  to  the  Fraternity  of  Seamen  to  be 
examined  previous  to  the  licence  being  granted  ? — Yes. 

2106.  And  they  do  examine  them  ? — Yes. 

2107.  And  they  make  no  charge  for  that  examination? — No. 

2108.  And  a certificate  is  granted  to  the  person  after  examination,  and  he  goes 
to  the  harbour  trustees  and  they  license  him  ? — Yes. 

2109.  Is  there  any  aid  or  assistance  given  to  those  pilots  to  procure  proper 
boats  to  carry  out  their  profession  ? — No. 

2110.  There  is  no  fund  for  that  purpose? — No. 

2111.  Chairman.']  Is  every  person  licensed  to  be  a pilot  required  to  have  a 
boat  of  his  own  in  readiness  to  go  out  ? — No,  he  is  not  obliged  to  have  a boat. 

2112.  Is  there  any  rate  of  pilotage  fixed  by  any  Board  in  Dundee? — Yes. 

2113.  By  whom? — By  the  harbour  trustees. 

2114.  Are  there  any  complaints  with  regard  to  the  amount  of  those  rates? — 
I never  heard  of  any. 

2115.  Then  you  consider  that  satisfactory  ? — Yes. 

2116.  Then  what  you  want  is  proper  boats  for  pilots  to  board  vessels  at  sea,  at 
a distance  from  the  bar  ? — Yes. 

2117.  Mr.  Mitcalfe.]  Is  yours  a bar  harbour? — Yes;  there  is  a bar  at  the 
entrance. 

2118.  Then  in  bad  weather,  with  the  wind  blowing  in,  the  sea  will  break  over 
the  bar?- — Yes. 

2119.  Will  not  that  circumstance  prevent  boats  going  out ? — Yes;  they  can- 
not go  out  in  that  sort  of  weather. 

2120.  Can  steam-boats  go  out? — I have  seen  the  weather  so  bad  that  steam- 
boats could  not  go  out,  but  when  they  are  out  they  can  get  in. 

2121.  Chairman .]  Can  pilot  boats  go  across  the  bar  whenever  it  is  safe  for 
vessels  to  come  in  r — No  ; not  the  small  boats ; vessels  can  come  in  at  all  times, 
wind  permitting,  with  clear  weather. 

2122.  Then  are  you  of  opinion  that  a pilot  boat  should  be  outside  the  bar  so  as 
to  assist  vessels  to  come  in,  when  it  is  impossible  for  boats  to  go  out,  it  being 
possible  for  vessels  to  enter  at  all  times  ? — Yes,  I think  so. 

2123.  Mr.  Duncan.]  Have  you  come  in  with  your  steamer  over  that  bar  when 
none  of  the  pilot  boats  could  have  gone  out? — Yes. 

2124.  Chairman .]  Are  we  to  understand  you  distinctly  that  vessels  can  take 
the  river  at  all  times? — Yes,  wind  permitting,  with  clear  weather. 

2125.  But  the  pilot  boats  cannot  go  out  to  meet  them? — Vessels  can  take  the 
bar  at  all  times,  if  the  wind  permits. 

2126.  With  the  wind  from  the  east,  for  example? — Yes. 

2127.  Is  not  the  surf  heaviest  across  the  bar  with  an  easterly  wind  ? — Yes. 

2128.  And  consequently  that  is  the  most  dangerous  time;  and  you  say  they 
can  at  ihat  most  dangerous  time  enter  if  they  have  a good  pilot? — Yes,  wind  and 
weather  permitting,  steamers  can  come  in  at  all  times. 

2129.  With  an  easterly  wind? — With  an  easterly  wind ; they  come  in  at  all 
times. 

2130.  What  is  the  shallowest  water  across  the  bar? — You  will  not  find  less 
than  24  feet  at  low  water  spring  tides. 

2131.  Do  the  banks  change  much  ? — They  have  changed  much  within  the  last 
20  years,  inside  of  the  Tay. 

2132.  But  it  is  safe  to  enter  with  a proper  pilot  r— -Yes. 

2133.  And  you  would  not  have  an  additional  floating  light,  and  no  additional 
fight  to  guide  you  ? — No. 

2134.  Mr.  Mitcalfe .]  If  they  had  a sloop  decked,  as  in  Liverpool  and  other 
ports,  able  to  keep  the  sea,  so  as  to  meet  vessels,  would  not  that  be  an  advantage  ? 
— I think  it  would. 

2135.  That  is  your  opinion? — It  is. 

2136-  Admiral  Dundas.]  Do  you  think  ships  would  willingly  pay  the  expense 
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of  having  such  a vessel  cruising  outside,  in  addition  to  the  present  pilotage 
I think  the  people  belonging  to  Dundee  would  rather  begrudge  it,  because  t'hp 
do  not  require  it.  1 * 

2137.  Do  you  mean  that  foreign  vessels  alone  would  pay  it?-*— Yes. 

2138.  What  is  the  proportion  of  foreign  vessels  coming  to  Dundee? There 

are  a good  many  coming  there ; I cannot  say  how  many. 

2139.  Did  you  ever  know  a foreign  vessel  wrecked  there  for  want  of  a pilot?— 

I do  not  remember  one  at  this  moment. 

Captain  John  Kennedy , called,  in  ; and  Examined. 

2140.  Chairman.']  WHAT  situation  do  you  hold  in  Dundee? — I am  a ship- 
owner, and  I am  at  present  Master  of  the  Fraternity  of  Masters  and  Seamen  in 
Dundee,  commonly  called  the  Trinity  House. 

2141.  How  long  have  you  been  so ? — Two  years;  previous  to  that  I was  two 
years  deputy  master ; and  four  years  previous  to  that  I was  upon  the  acting 
committee  of  that  corporation. 

2142.  What  are  the  duties  of  that  Board? — To  attend  to  the  navigation  of  the 
river,  below  the  port  of  Dundee,  and  to  visit  and  inspect  the  lights  and  take 
soundings  of  the  river,  in  case  of  any  change  or  alterations  in  the  banks,  and  to 
attend  to  the  placing  and  replacing  of  the  buoys  upon  the  river.  For  that  pur- 
pose we  keep  a yacht,  which  is  manned  generally  by  myself,  the  deputy  master, 
and  the  other  members  of  the  acting  committee. 

2143.  What  are  the  funds  that  you  receive  to  enable  you  to  keep  that  yacht?— 
It  is  from  dues  charged  upon  vessels  coming  in,  for  the  use  of  the  lights,  the  buoys, 
and  beacons. 

2144.  Mr.  Mitcalfe.]  Of  what  size  is  the  yacht? — She  is  about  47  tons,  old 
measurement. 

2245.  Is  she  decked  ? — She  is  a decked  cutter. 

2146.  Is  she  calculated  to  keep  the  sea  in  bad  weather,  when  open  boats 
cannot  go  out? — Yes. 

2147.  Mr.  Somes.]  What  is  the  pilotage  in  and  out  of  Dundee  per  foot?— It  is 
3 s.  per  foot  inwards,  and  3 s.  per  foot  outwards. 

2148.  In  case  of  bad  weather  how  do  they  manage  about  boarding  ships  ?— 
There  is  no  encouragement  for  boats  to  go  out  in  bad  weather ; there  is  nothing 
but  open  boats.  In  fine  weather  the  entrance  is  well  marked  out,  so  that  even 
stranger  ships  will  not  take  pilots. 

2149.  Would  it  not  be  advisable  to  have  a sailing  pilot  boat  to  cruise  about  at 
sea,  so  as  to  meet  vessels? — It  would,  were  there  an  Act  of  Parliament  to 
compel  all  vessels  to  take  pilots. 

2150.  Did  you  ever  know  any  ships  lost  off  that  coast  for  want  of  pilots  ? — 

X have. 

2151.  Frequently  ? — -There  have  not  been  a great  number  lost  considering  the 
great  number  of  ships  coming  in  and  out  of  the  Tay  in  the  course  of  the  year. 

2152.  You  have  known  vessels  lost? — Yes. 

2 2 53*  And  if  there  had  been  efficient  pilot  boats  do  you  think  those  vessels 
would  have  been  saved  ?— I think  many  of  them  would. 

2254.  Chairman .]  Would  it  be  acceptable  to  the  seamen  generally  of  Dundee 
if  it  were  made  compulsory  for  every  vessel  to  take  a pilot? — I am  not  aware  that 
it  would ; there  are  many  of  the  shipowners  who  say  their  own  masters  are  as 
good  as  any  pilots  they  can  get;  but  I am  sure  it  would  be  beneficial  to  the  trade 
generally. 

2155.  Mr.  Duncan.]  Could  any  seaman,  having  once  entered  that  river  with  a 
pilot,  take  in  a vessel  himself  the  second  time  ?— There  is  a difference  in  the  capa- 
bilities of  men;  some  would,  and  others  would  not.  Much  would  depend  on  the 
circumstances  attending  his  entrance. 

2156.  Have  you  so  many  foreign  vessels  entering  your  river  that  pilots  could, 
make  a livelihood  by  having  a sailing  cutter  outside  the  bar? — My  opinion  is  that 
they  would  make  a very  good  livelihood  if  vessels  were  compelled  to  take  pilots. 

2157-  You  just  now  said  that  no  vessel  belonging  to  your  own  port  ever  takes 
a pilot?  No,  unless  they  have  been  a long  time  away,  and  the  masters  are 
strangers. 

2158.  Then 
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2158.  Then  would  it  be  an  acceptable  tax  to  compel  them  to  pay  now,  having 
never  paid  before  ? — I believe  a great  many  would  be  willing  to  allow  themselves 
to  be  taxed  for  the  general  good. 

2159.  Do  you  believe  that  many  of  the  vessels  entering  Dundee  could  have 
better  pilots  than  their  own  masters? — I do  not. 

2160.  Then  do  you  not  think  it  would  be  a hardship  to  compel  them  to  take 
another  pilot  on  board  ? — Yes,  except  that  it  would  be  for  the  public  good. 

2161.  Chairman.]  If  English  and  foreign  vessels  frequenting  the  port  of  Dun- 
dee were  all  obliged  to  take  pilots,  would  that,  in  your  opinion,  be  a sufficient 
encouragement  for  pilots  to  keep  at  sea  with  proper  boats  ? — I do  not  know  that 
I can  answer  that  question.  I think  it  would  require  a higher  rate  of  pilotage 
than  is  now  exacted,  were  it  confined  to  stranger  vessels  only. 

2162.  Mr.  Duncan.]  Is  the  Committee  to  understand  from  you  that  the  pilot- 
age which  would  be  receivable  from  strangers  frequenting  the  port  of  Dundee 
would  not  be  equal  to  having  an  efficient  pilotage  system  kept  up  ? — No,  I should 
doubt  whether  it  would,  unless  a much  higher  rate  than  at  present  were  exacted. 

2163.  Can  you  state  from  your  own  knowledge  the  number  of  vessels  that  have 
entered  the  port  of  Dundee  for  some  years  back,  taking  home  and  foreign? — 
I have  the  number  of  vessels  entering  the  harbour  of  Dundee  from  1835  to  1844, 
inclusive.  These  are  vessels  which  come  to  Dundee  alone,  not  those  which  go  to 
Perth,  nor  any  other  harbours  or  creeks  in  the  river;  their  numbers  are  as  fol- 
lows:— Number  of  vessels  entered  the  harbour  of  Dundee  in  1835,  3,981  ; 1836, 
4,214;  1837,4,162;  1838,  3,800;  1839,4,305;  1840,  3,850;  1841,  4,313; 
1842,  4,008;  1843,  3,701  ; 1844,  3,791. 

2164.  Mr.  Grogan .]  Does  that  cover  vessels  of  all  sizes? — Yes. 

2165.  Have  you  any  means  of  judging  what  proportion  of  vessels  above  100 
tons  was  in  that  number  ? — I am  not  prepared  to  answer  that  question. 

2166.  That  includes  steam-vessels  also? — Yes. 

2167.  Mr.  Duncan^]  Will  you  state  the  number  of  your  BoaM,  of  the  Fra- 
ternity of  Masters  and  Seamen,  who  manage  the  affairs  of  the  corporation  ? — The 
managing  Board  consists  of  the  master,  the  deputy  master,  and  1 2 committee  men. 

216S!  Will  you  state  the  duties  which  they  have  to  perforin  ? — They  generally 
assist  in  attending  to  the  navigation  of  the  river,  the  placing  of  the  buoys,  and 
taking  soundings,  in  case  of  any  change  or  alterations  along  the  banks.  They 
visit  the  lights,  which  is  generally  done  at  all  events  once  a month,  and  the  buoys 
in  the  river  generally,  I should  say,  once  a week. 

2169.  You  visit  the  lights  at  least  once  a month,  and  the  buoys  once  a week? 
— Yes,  once  a week  generally,  and  particularly  after  a gale  of  wind.  After  a 
gale  of  wind  from  the  sea,  the  moment  we  can  get  out  the  yacht,  we  go  down,  lest 
any  change  or  alteration  may  have  taken  place  in  any  of  the  banks  in  consequence 
of  the  gale.  Besides  that,  we  have  an  engineer,  from  whom  we  take  an  annual 
report  as  to  the  state  of  the  lights. 

2170.  Is  there  any  salary  paid  to  the  master,  deputy  master,  or  any  of  the 
members  of  your  Board  ? — There  is  no  salary  ; the  work  is  all  gratuitous,  for  the 
benefit  of  the  decayed  brethren.  The  master,  from  old  usage,  lias  a sum  generally 
of  two  guineas  a year,  under  the  name  of  hat  money. 

2171.  Is  there  any  special  committee  of  your  members  appointed  to  examine 
the  lights  ? — That  duty  devolves  upon  the  master  to  examine  the  lights,  which,  as 
I have  stated  before,  lie  generally  visits  once  a month,  at  least.  We  give  instruc- 
tions to  the  light-keepers  in  case  of  accident,  or  anything  occurring  to  require 
assistance,  to  send  notice  to  the  master  or  the  deputy  master. 

2172.  Do  you  produce  a copy  of  the  instructions  to  the  light-keepers  ? — Yes  ; 
they  are  as  follows  : 

Rules  and  Regulations  to  be  observed  by  the  Keepers  of  the  Tay  Lights. 

The  principal  light-keeper  shall  visit  both  lights  at  least  once  every  day,  and  shall  note 
the  time  of  such  visit  in  his  log-book,  and  the  state  of  the  lamps,  reflectors,  &c. ; and  if 
he  has  any  fault,  or  sees  anything  requiring  repair,  he  must  intimate  the  same  to  the 
master,  or  in  his  absence,  to  the  deputy  master,  or  some  of  the  committee,  with  as  little 
delay  as  possible.  It  is  also  to  be  imperative  on  each  keeper,  that  after  he  is  relieved  in 
his  watch,  lie  shall,  before  he  retires,  show  the  other  that  both  lights  are  in  good  order  ; 
and  that  the  same  may  be  fully  ascertained,  they  must  together  go  to  each  light-room ; 
and  during  their  watch  each  must  at  least  visit  the  lights  once,  and  note  the  time  of  visit 
in  the  log-book. 

The  assistant  light-keeper,  before  leaving  home,  shall  obtain  leave  of  the  principal 
O.36.  R keeper ; 
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keeper;  and  the  principal  keeper,  if  intending  to  leave  home,  shall  also  state  the  same  to 
his  assistant,  so  that  they  may  not  be  both  absent  at  one  time  ; this  also  to  be  noted  in 
the  log-book;  but  on  no  account  shall  any  of  them  be  absent  during  the  night:  also, 
should  any  of  them  be  taken  badly,  it  is  particularly  ordered  that  intimation,  either  by 
express  or  otherwise,  shall  be  sent  to  the  master,  or,  in  his  absence,  to  the  deputy  master 
or  other  person  in  charge  at  the  time. 

By  order  of  the  Corporation. 

Trinity-House,  Dundee,  (signed)  William  O.  Taylor,  Master. 

12  November  1841. 

2173.  Chairman .]  How  many  lights  arc  there? — Four. 

2174.  And  these  are  all  under  your  management  as  master?— Yes. 

217,5.  Can  you  give  the  Committee  an  account  of  the  expense  of  these  four 
lights  ? — It  has  been  already  furnished  to  this  Committee,  and  I refer  to  it. 

2176.  Do  you  know  after  paying  for  the  maintenance  of  the  lights  what  is  the 
surplus  annually  from  the  dues  ? — I think  it  has  been  upon  an  average  800 1.  a 
year  for  the  last  10  years,  but  were  we  not  all  to  work  gratuitously  there  would  be 
nothing  like  this  surplus.  We  do  this  for  the  benefit  of  our  poorer  brethren  and 
their  widows  and  children,  and  were  any  charge  made  it  would  wipe  off  a great 
portion  of  this  surplus. 

2177.  What  do  you  do  with  that  surplus? — It  is  amalgamated  among  the  other 
funds  of  the  corporation  and  distributed  among  the  poorer  brethren. 

2178.  Did  you  see  a case  that  was  submitted  to  counsel  as  to  the  right  you 
have  to  distribute  any  portion  of  the  surplus  light  dues  ? — I did. 

2179.  Does  not  your  charter  of  1 774  limit  your  distribution  in  charity  entirely 
to  your  estates,  and  not  authorize  you  to  distribute  any  light  dues? — We  do 
not  consider  so,  and  we  are  borne  out  by  the  opinion  of  counsel  we  obtained  lately 
in  Edinburgh  on  the  subject,  and  to  this  I refer. 

2180.  Mr.  Duncan .]  You  state  you  have  a small  cutter  for  the  purpose  of 
visiting  the  lights,  buoys,  and  beacons  of  the  Tay ; is  that  vessel  kept  up  at  the 
expense  of  the  Corporation  ? — She  is. 

2181.  How  long  have  you  had  that  cutter? — About  six  years,  I think. 

2182.  Is  there  any  cause  you  can  state  for  bringing  that  additional  expense  on 
your  establishment? — Just  before  getting  her  we  placed  a number  of  additional 
buoys  upon  the  river,  and  we  found  they  could  not  be  satisfactorily  and  properly 
attended  to  unless  we  had  a vessel  under  our  own  command,  to  go  at  all  times 
when  required  for  the  purpose  of  replacing  those  buoys. 

2183.  Then  in  the  event  of  any  buoys  or  beacons  being  washed  away,  have 
you  spare  ones  to  replace  them  ? — We  have  ; the  moment  any  beacon  or  buoy  is 
washed  away  upon  the  river,  we  have  nothing  to  do  but  to  go  to  the  store-room, 
where  we  have  a double  set  of  buoys,  and  to  remove  a beacon  or  buoy  from  the 
store-room  to  the  yacht. 

2184.  Then  you  have  that  vessel  always  at  your  command? — Yes  ; and  we  can 
have  it  ready  at  a moment’s  notice. 

2185.  Are  the  buoys  composed  of  wood? — They  arc  composed  of  wood,  and 
are  much  esteemed  for  the  plan  ; so  much  so  that  the  plans  and  the  specifications 
have  been  sent  to  the  French  government;  they  have  also  been  sent  to  the  Trinity 
House  at  Hull,  and  some  have  been  made  at  Dundee  and  sent  to  Newcastle. 

2186.  Then  you  consider  them  efficient? — I consider  them  most  efficient; 
they  are  the  best  buoys  I have  seen  anywhere. 

2187.  And  you,  having  been  master  of  a vessel,  have  visited  many  ports  '? — 
I have,  a good  many. 

2188.  And  you  think  they  are  as  efficient  as  any  you  have  seen? — I do. 

2189.  You  have  already  stated  you  have  four  lights;  are  they  all  land  lights? 
— They  are  all  land  lights. 

2190.  There  are  also  lights  upon  the  harbour  of  Dundee,  but  they  do  not  come 
under  your  care? — They  are  under  the  harbour  trustees;  they  are  merely  pier* 
head  lights. 

2191 . There  is  no  charge  made  for  them  ? — The  charge  for  them  is  included  in 
the  general  harbour  dues  j there  is  no  specific  charge  for  them. 

2192.  What  kind  of  burners  do  you  use? — Argand  burners,  with  silver  parabolic 
reflectors. 

2193.  How  many  reflectors  have  you  in  your  light-rooms  ? — I think  eight  or  nine. 

2194.  In  what  description  of  buildings  are  those  lights  placed? — In  conical 
stone  towers,  painted  white,  so  as  to  answer  for  landmarks  in  the  day. 

2195- 
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2195.  Of  what  elevation  are  those  towers? — The  lower  or  sea  lighthouses  are, 
one,  65  feet  high  ; the  other  45  feet. 

2196.  You  have  two  lighthouses  also  on  the  south  side? — Yes. 

2197.  Of  what  height  are  they  ? — I cannot  say  exactly  ; they  are  not  quite  so  high 
as  those  on  the  north  side ; being  situated  on  higher  ground,  the  towers  them- 
selves are  not  so  high. 

2198.  How  many  buoys  have  you  in  the  Tay  ? — There  are  eight  in  all,  under 
our  charge. 

2199.  Have  you  it  in  contemplation  to  put  additional  buoys  down  ? — We  have 
it  in  contemplation  to  put  an  additional  buoy  upon  the  Gaa  Sand. 

2200.  Do  you  think,  as  a practical  seaman,  that  the  buoys  and  lights  are  quite 
sufficient  for  the  safety  of  vessels  taking  the  Tay  ? — I do ; I do  not  think  anything 
more  can  be  done  in  the  lighting  and  buoying  the  river,  or  more  efficiently  done 
than  at  present. 

2201.  Do  you  think,  as  a practical  seaman,  a floating  light  would  tend  bene- 
ficially to  the  shipping  interest  going  to  Dundee  ? — I do  not.  We  have  had  that 
subject  before  us  so  far  back  as  the  year  1837,  when  the  matter  was  agitated,  and 
the  Corporation  condemned  it,  but  at  the  same  time  we  requested  our  engineer  to 
report  on  the  subject,  which  he  did.  His  report  is  as  follows. 

2202.  Chairman. ] I hold  in  my  hand  a list  of  27  vessels  wrecked  on  the  banks 
of  Tay,  from  the  year  1828  to  1845,  signed  J.  N.  Smart,  harbour-master;  is  he 
the  proper  person  to  make  a return  ? — I cannot  say  whether  he  is  or  not.  I have  a 
list  of  vessels  wrecked  during  the  last  10  years ; the  number  is  22. 

2203.  Is  it  your  opinion  that  those  ships  were  lost  from  the  want  of  good  pilots, 
or  from  what  cause  ? — There  are  some,  I should  say,  I consider  were  lost  very 
foolishly ; I mean  by  not  coming  near  the  entrance  of  the  river  at  all : the  St. 
Neil,  for  instance,  never  came  near  it. 

2204.  Did  she  belong  to  Dundee  ? — No,  she  was  a Russian. 

2205.  She  made  that  mistake  from  want  of  a good  pilot,  I presume  ? — I cannot 
say  ; if  there  had  been  a good  pilot  on  board,  she  certainly  would  not  have  gone 
where  she  did. 

2206.  Admiral  Dundas.]  Was  it  in  a gale  of  wind  from  the  east? — I rather 
think  it  was  ; as  far  as  my  memory  serves  me,  it  blew  very  hard.  I see  one  vessel, 
the  Martin,  which  was  lost,  and  the  crew  drowned,  when  it  was  considered  very 
imprudent  for  a vessel  to  come  down  on  the  river  ; it  was  very  thick  weather  ; 
nothing  could  be  seen. 

2207.  Was  that  a Dundee  vessel  ? — Yes. 

2208.  Do  you  think  shipwrecks  would  be  fewer,  and  the  merchant  service 
improved,  if  in  future  the  masters  and  mates  of  merchant  vessels  were  examined 
by  a Board  of  nautical  men  at  the  different  ports  of  the  United  Kingdom  ? — 
I cannot  say. 

2209.  I want  to  know  whether  you  think,  if  the  master  of  the  Martin,  the  ship 
you  just  now  said  was  wrecked,  had  been  examined,  would  that  loss  have  occurred? 
— I cannot  say,  but  he  was  a person  that  I do  not  consider  was  acquainted  with 
the  navigation  of  the  Tay. 

2210.  Chairman .]  Had  the  captain  of  that  vessel  been  examined  as  a pilot  at 
Dundee  ? — No. 

2211.  Could  such  an  accident  have  taken  place  if  there  had  been  one  of  those 
pilots  examined  by  the  Fraternity  of  Masters  and  Seamen,  and  licensed  by  the 
harbour  trustees,  on  board  ? — I do  not  think  in  such  case  they  would  have  come 
down  upon  the  river.  They  should  have  kept  out  to  sea. 

2212.  Admiral  Dundas.']  Was  it  in  the  dark  ? — Yes,  and  in  very  thick  weather, 
with  snow,  so  that  no  lights  could  be  seen. 

2213.  Chairman.]  Can  any  person  be  examined  as  a pilot? — He  must  have 
served  an  apprenticeship  to  the  sea,  in  a vessel  out  of  the  port,  and  have  been 
master  or  mate  of  a vessel,  and  of  course  he  must  undergo  an  examination. 

2214.  Then  has  he  a right  to  be  examined  when  he  applies  ? — Yes. 

2215.  And  when  examined,  do  they  all  receive  licences  from  the  harbour 
trustees  as  a matter  of  course  ? — Yes,  if  reported  by  our  Corporation  as  qualified. 

2216.  Who  elect  your  body;  the  managers  of  the  Fraternity? — The  master 
and  committee  are  elected  annually,  by  a general  meeting  held  in  December. 

2217.  It  is  an  open  meeting? — It  is  an  open  meeting  for  members  of  the 
body. 

0.36.  R 2 2218.  What 
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2218.  What  constitutes  a member  of  your  body?' — There  are  certain  rules  and 
regulations.  To  become  a member  of  the  Corporation,  the  party  must  have  com- 
manded a vessel  out  of  the  port ; and  before  he  can  become  a free  master  member' 
he  must  have  had  the  command  of  a vessel  for  five  years  at  least,  belon<nno  to 
the  port. 

2219.  What  number  of  members  have  you? — One  hundred  and  fifty-three 
members  paid  last  year ; I cannot  say  how  many  there  are  this  year,  as  they  have 
not.  all  been  paid  in. 

2220.  Do  you  publish  an  account  of  the  receipts  from  the  lighthouse  dues  and 
other  estates,  and  of  your  expenditure? — It  has  not  been  generally  done. 

2221.  Has  it  ever  been  done  ? — Yes,  when  it  has  been  called  for  by  the  House 
of  Commons. 

2222.  Can  any  person  in  Dundee  connected  with  the  harbour  see  the  books 
and  know  what  your  receipts  and  expenditure  are? — Y’es,  the  members  of  the 
Corporation  can. 

2223.  And  can  they  know  what  is  the  amount  of  the  surplus  light  dues  at  all 
times  ? — The  account  is  produced  upon  the  table  at  every  annual  meeting. 

2224.  Mr.  Duncan.']  You  have  other  sources  of  revenue  besides  the  lights 5 

Yes.  0 

2225.  You  have  rates  and  charges  for  three  classes  of  entry,  masters,  mates 
and  seamen,  have  not  you  ? — Yes. 

2226.  Will  you  slate  shortly  the  nature  of  those  rates? — The  17th  rule  is 
“ Shipmasters  who  are  in  agreement  with  the  preceding  articles  and  regulations’ 
which  necessarily  constitute  qualifications,  may  be  admitted  free  master  members 
at  any  of  the  general  stated  quarterly  meetings,  on  paying,  in  the  name  of  entrance 
money,  the  sum  or  sums  standing  against  the  respective  ages  in  the  annexed  table, 
but  always  deducting  therefrom  what  the  candidate  may  have  paid  as  entrance 
money  on  being  admitted  a member  on  the  mate’s  class.” 

2227.  While  the  whole  of  the  charge  of  the  lights  is  under  your  fraternity,  you 
also  call  in  aid  the  assistance  of  scientific  men  to  examine  and  report  upon  those 
lights?— We  also  call  on  Mr.  Stevenson,  the  engineer  of  the  Northern  Light 
Commissioners,  or  his  son,  every  year. 

2228.  Havp  you  had  any  reports  from  Messrs.  Stevenson  upon  the  subject? — 
We  have. 


2229.  Will  you  state  the  nature  of  the  two  last  reports?— The  report  of  1843 
is  dated  4th  July,  and  bears  that,  “ on  the  15th  June,  Mr.  Alan  Stevenson  visited 
Dundee  by  appointment  with  Mr.  M‘Ewen,  clerk  to  the  Honourable  Corporation 
of  the  Trinity  House,  Dundee,  and  on  the  following  day  he  accompanied  a de- 
putation of  that  body,  consisting  of  Captain  Kennedy,  master,  and  Messrs. 
Bail  on.  Jack,  Buist  and  Spink,  and  Mr.  McEwen,  the  clerk,  as  a visit  of  inspec- 
tion to  the  four  lights  of  Tay. 

“ It  affords  the  reporters  great  pleasure  to  be  enabled  to  report,  that  they  have 
again  on  this  occasion  found  everything  connected  with  the  establishment  of  the 
lights  on  both  sides  of  the  Firth  in  excellent  condition  and  order,  and  that  the  state 
of  the  optical  apparatus  bears  ample  testimony  to  the  care  with  which  the  duty  of 
the  light-keepers  is  discharged.” 

The  concluding  remarks  of  the  last  report  of  the  14th  of  August  1S44  are:- 

1 he  reporters,  m conclusion,  have  much  pleasure  in  congratulating  the  Master 
Assistants,  Assistants,  and  Elder  Brethren,  on  the  fully  organized  state  to  which, 
oy  their  unwearied  exertions,  the  whole  establishment  of  lighthouses  and  buoys 
upon  the  lay  has  now  been  brought  together,  with  the  very  efficient  manner  'in 
" 11C 1 ^,e  channels  have  been  pointed  out,  and  rendered  comparatively  safe,  by 
means  of  the  leading  lights  and  numerous  buoys;  and  also  the  life-boat,  which  is 
now  always  afloat  at  the  entrance  of  the  Frith,  in  case  of  accident ; facilities  which 
cannot  tail  to  give  that  confidence  and  comfort  to  the  mariner  which  is  so  desirable 
m any  important  and  intricate  navigation  like  that  of  the  Tay.” 

2230.  Admiral  Ditndas.]  The  Commissioners  of  Northern  Lights  have  nothing 

to  do  with  your  lights? — No.  " 


2231.  I-lave  they  ever  visited  your  lights  ? Yes 

2232.  When  did  they  visit  them  last? — I think  in  1839  or  1840. 

233-  Have  they  ever  exerted  any  power  over  your  lights,  in  suggesting  any 
alterations  r— The  engineer  of  the  Northern  Light  Commissioners  reports  upon  the 
j 0 * ie  %hts,  and  if  there  is  any  change  or  improvement  that  can  be 
made,  he  suggests  it,  and  we  generally  adopt  it. 

2234.  Chairman. ] 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


SELECT  COMMITTEE  ON  LIGHTHOUSES. 


3 33 

2234.  Chairman .]  Is  Mr.  Stevenson  paid  for  his  attendance  upon  you,  or  is  Capt.  J.  Kennedy. 

it  part  of  his  duty  as  engineer  of  the  Northern  Lights  ? — It  is  not  part  of  his  duty  

as  engineer  of  the  Northern  Lights;  he  is  paid  by  us  for  what  he  does.  *9  May 

2235.  Mr.  Hastie.]  What  is  the  charge  to  each  vessel  for  your  lights? — It  is 
a penny  and  one-fifth  per  ton  once  upon  the  voyage. 

*2236.  Does  that  include  the  inward  and  outward  voyage  ? — It  does. 

2237.  That  includes  the  buoys  as  well  ? — Yes,  four  lights,  and  all  the  buoys 
as  well. 

2238.  Mr.  Duncan.']  Does  your  charter  authorize  you  to  make  a larger 
■charge? — It  authorizes  us  to  charge  a penny  a ton  on  the  inward  and  outward 
voyage,  but  we  have  not  been  in  the  practice  of  exacting  it. 

2239.  Admiral  Dundas .]  Have  you  ever  charged  a higher  rate  than  at  present? 

— Not  in  my  recollection;  and  we  have  not  exacted  dues  for  the  lights  at 
Arbroath  and  other  places. 

2240.  Chairman .]  You  are  authorized  by  your  charter  to  charge  light  dues 
upon  all  vessels  between  Redhead  and  Fifeness  ? — Yes. 

2241.  Have  you  done  so? — Not  for  these  50  years,  I think. 

2242.  You  only  charge  upon  those  vessels  entering  the  Tay  ? — Only  upon 
those. 

2243.  Mr.  Duncan. J Is  there  any  suggestion  you  have  to  make  to  the  Com- 
mittee, or  any  improvement  either  as  to  lights  or  buoys? — No  ; I think  the  only 
thing  that  is  wanted  at  the  entrance  of  the  Tay  is  an  efficient  system  of  pilotage  ; 

I think  that  is  very  much  wanted. 

2244.  Chairman.]  Have  you  any  suggestions  to  make  either  as  to  the  English 
or  Scotch  lights  ? — No,  I am  not  aware  of  any. 

2245.  You  have  no  complaints  on  the  subject  of  charge  ? — No ; in  general  the 
charge  is  not  complained  of ; I believe  in  dark  and  stormy  nights  the  mariner 
would  be  very  glad  to  pay  double,  rather  than  be  without  them,  but  it  is  generally 
considered  by  shipmasters  and  shipowners,  that  the  lights  under  the  charge  of  the 
Trinity  House  of  London  might  be  reduced  in  price,  by  adopting  a more  econo- 
mical system  of  management. 

2246.  Mr.  Grogan.]  On  the  subject  of  pilotage,  do  you  think  the  shipping 
belonging  to  the  port  would  agree  to  a licence  to  the  master  of  each  vessel,  with 
a view  to  make  a fund,  to  have  a sailing  pilot  boat  ? — Some  would  ; 1 think  many 
would  object. 

Captain  J.  Washington , r.  n.,  called  in  ; and  Examined. 

2247.  Chairmani]  WILL  you  state  your  rank,  and  the  station  you  hold  ? — Capt. 

I am  Captain  in  the  Navy,  and  Admiralty  Surveyor  in  charge  of  the  North  Sea  J.  Washington,  r.k. 
and  East  Coast  Survey.  

2248.  How  long  have  you  been  employed  as  a surveyor  in  the  Surveying 
department  ? — About  four  years  and  a half. 

2249.  Are  you  acquainted  with  the  lights  upon  the  east  coast  of  England  ? — 
lam  personally  acquainted  with  every  lighthouse  and  floating  light  from  Girdle- 
ness,  near  Aberdeen,  along  the  whole  of  the  east  and  south  coast  of  England,  and 
with  all  the  French,  Flemish,  and  Dutch  lights,  from  Cape  Grisnez  to  the 
Texel. 

2250.  Have  you  visited  those  lights  upon  the  French  coast  which  you  speak 
of: — I have  only  seen  them  at  sea,  sailing  along  the  coast. 

2251.  What  is  your  opinion  as  to  the  efficient  management  of  lights  along  the 
British  coasts? — Generally  speaking,  both  the  fixed  lights  and  the  lights  of  the 
light-vessels  are  brilliant  and  efficient.  If  the  Committee  wish  to  enter  into 
details,  there  are  some  points  which  I should  wish  to  state. 

22.52.  Have  you  had  occasion  to  make  any  observations  or  remarks  upon  the 
want  of  lights  during  the  time  you  have  had  charge  of  the  North  Sea  Survey  ? — 

Yes  ; during  the  first  three  years  that  I commenced  the  survey  I had  repeatedly 
occasion  to  write  to  the  Admiralty,  stating  the  urgent  necessity  of  a light  at  the 
Cockle  Gatt,  at  the  northern  entrance  of  Yarmouth  Roads,  and  also  of  a light  at 
the  entrance  of  Harwich  Harbour. 

2253.  Has  that  light  been  established  at  the  Cockle  Gatt? — It  has,  within  the 
last  eighteen  months. 

2254-  Are  you  able  to  say  how  far  it  has  given  satisfaction,  or  how  far  it  is 
likely  to  be  useful  ? — When  first  placed  it  did  not  give  general  satisfaction,  and 
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several  wrecks  took  place  on  the  Scroby  Sand,  said  to  be  attributable  chiefly^ 
the  position  of  the  light- vessel ; since  that  the  Trinity  Board  have  moved  it  uD 
about  half  a mile  to  the  south-west,  and  now  everybody  appears  to  be  satisfied- 
that  is,  as  far  satisfied  as  they  can  be  with  a floating  light. 

2255.  You  state  that  you  applied  for  three  years  to  the  Admiralty  ; did  you 
make  any  report  to  the  Trinity  House  ? — Not  officially  ; I am  not  at  liberty  to 
do  so ; I considered  it  my  duty  to  mention  the  subject  privately  to  some  members 
of  the  Board. 

2256.  Are  you  aware  of  what  steps  the  Admiralty  took  to  obtain  that  light,  or 
whether  it  was  established  upon  the  representation  of  the  Admiralty  ? — I know 
that  the  Admiralty  forwarded  a copy  of  my  report  respecting  the  Cockle  Gatt  Lioht 
to  the  Trinity  Board. 

2257.  In  the  first  year? — In  the  second  year,  I think. 

2258.  And  it  was  not  established  until  the  third  year? — Yes,  about  that 
I think. 

2259.  Is  it  a place  where  many  shipwrecks  took  place? — A great  many. 

2260.  And  since  the  light  has  been  placed  there  has  the  number  of  shipwrecks 
been  lessened? — Yes,  it  has.  On  one  occasion,  on  the  night  of  the  13th  October 
1823,  the  Ranger,  revenue  cutter,  and  eight  merchant  vessels,  were  driven  on 
shore  under  Winterton  Ness,  and  all  perished,  with  a fair  wind  through  the  Cockle 
Gatt.  Had  there  been  a light  there,  they  could  all  have  run  with  safety  into  Yar- 
mouth Roads.  The  Protector  surveying  vessel,  Captain  Hewett,  then  lying  there, 
ouly  escaped  by  his  knowledge  of  the  sands  and  the  time  of  the  tide ; he  ran  over 
them  boldly,  straight  out  to  sea. 

2261.  Do  you  know' whether  any  representation  was  made  by  any  surveyincr 
officer  before  as  to  the  want  of  a light  upon  that  spot? — Yes;  immediately  after 
these  wrecks  in  1823,  Captain  Hewett  wrote  as  strong  a letter  to  the  Admiralty  as 
he  could  pen  upon  the  subject.  To  that  no  attention  was  paid,  and  wrecks  con- 
tinued to  occur  at  the  same  spot : until  again  repeatedly  urged  by  myself,  nothing 
was  done. 

2262.  Was  not  Captain  Hewett  subsequently  lost  in  his  vessel  upon  that  coast? 
— Yes,  but  not  thereabouts;  off  Soutlnvold  it  is  supposed. 

2263.  How  long  had  Captain  Hewett  been  surveying  officer  upon  that  coast? 
— Nineteen  years  ; and  he  was,  by  general  consent,  one  of  the  most  efficient  and 
able  surveying  officers  that  ever  acted  in  Her  Majesty’s  service. 

2264.  Is  it  within  your  knowledge,  that  subsequent  to  1823,  and  before  Captain 
Hewett’s  loss,  any  representation  respecting  the  want  of  that  light  had  been 
repeated  by  him? — It  is  only  from  private  conversation  that  I am  aware  of  it; 
I had  repeatedly  talked  to  him  on  the  subject. 

2265.  Has  not  the  Trinity  House  an  agent  residing  at  Yarmouth,  as  well  as  at 
other  stations  ? — Yes. 

2266.  Do  you  not  consider  it  the  duty  of  an  officer  so  situated  to  make  repre- 
sentations upon  losses  arising  from  want  of  lights  ? — Certainly. 

2267.  What  is  the  class  of  the  Trinity  House  agents  generally,  to  your  know- 
ledge, along  the  coast? — They  have  been  masters  of  coasters  or  merchant  vessels; 
I believe  masters  of  coasters,  generally. 

2268.  Are  you  aware  whether  they  have  any  authority  to  suggest  any  alteration 
in  the  lights  ? — I conclude  they  are  placed  there  for  tlie  express  purpose  of  watch- 
ing and  reporting  every  change  that  is  requisite  in  the  lights,  buoys,  or  beacons. 

2269.  Then  do  you  consider  those  agents  to  be  the  most  efficient  for  that  pur- 
pose ? — Decidedly  not ; they  are  far  from  being  a well-educated  set  of  men,  and 
they  are  placed,  in  my  opinion,  in  the  most  responsible  situations  along  the  coast, 
the  whole  of  the  safety  of  our  navigation  depending  upon  their  activity  and  con- 
stant watchfulness,  and  perhaps  upon  their  having  the  power  and  the  ability  at 
once  to  place  a buoy  in  a proper  situation  if  there  should  be  occasion  for  it. 

2270.  You  state  that  you  have  made  frequent  representations  to  the  Admiralty 
of  the  want  of  lights  ; have  they  any  power  of  interfering  with  these  lights  ? —None, 
without  referring  to  the  Trinity  Board ; and  I know  of  cases  in  which  the 
Admiralty’s  hydrographer’s  opinion  with  respect  to  lights  has  not  been  taken. 

2271.  Is  there  not  a considerable  establishment  of  surveying  vessels  on  the 
coast  of  the  United  Kingdom  under  the  hydrographer  ? — Not  a considerable  esta- 
blishment ; that  is  to  say,  not  so  many  as  it  appears  to  me  there  should  be  in 
order  to  look  after  the  interests  of  navigation  and  the  state  of  our  harbours  and 
rivers. 

2272.  What 
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2272.  What  do  you  consider  would  be  the  proper  class  of  officers  to  have  that 
important  duty  as  agents  to  superintend  the  local  lights  ? — Half-pay  naval  officers ; 
lieutenants  or  masters  in  the  navy. 

2273.  Why  do  you  consider  them  preferable  to  engineer  officers,  or  scientific 
men  of  that  class  ? — Because  no  one  but  a sailor  can  be  a proper  judge  of  where  a 
buoy,  or  beacon,  or  light-vessel  should  be  placed. 

2274.  Do  you  consider  that  those  officers  should  also  have  the  charge  of  the 
lighthouses,  so  as  to  attend  to  their  efficiency,  or  are  your  observations  solely 
applied  to  the  placing  of  lights,  and  the  placing  of  buoys  and  beacons  ? — They 
should  also  have  the  general  superintendence  of  all  the  district  light  establishments. 

2275.  Then  is  it  your  opinion  that  the  whole  coast  of  the  United  Kingdom 
should  be  divided  into  districts,  in  each  of  which  an  officer  responsible  to  the 
Admiralty  should  have  the  superintendence  of  both  buoys  and  lights  ? — Undoubt- 
edly ; nothing  would  tend  more  to  the  interests  of  navigation. 

2276.  Do  you  consider  the  authority  under  whom  the  surveys  of  the  coasts  are 
made  as  the  proper  authority  under  whom  the  national  lighthouses  should  be 
placed?— Certainly ; under  the  Government,  in  connexion  with  the  Admiralty. 

2277.  Then  do  you  consider  the  Trinity  Board  the  best  authority  for  managing 
the  lights  or  not  ?— Individually,  I have  a very  high  respect  for  the  members  of  the 
Trinity  Board ; they  are  extremely  charitable  and  benevolent,  and  have  pensioned 
many  old  sailors  at  my  request,  for  which  I feel  very  grateful ; but  as  a public 
servant,  I feel  bound  to  state  that  the  constitution  of  the  Trinity  Board  is  not  as  good 
as  it  might  be  ; that  it  cannot  by  any  possible  means  work  so  well  as  it  ought. 
When  we  consider  that  the  gentlemen  composing  the  Trinity  Board  have,  the  greater 
part  of  them,  been  masters  of  merchant  vessels,  sent  to  sea  most  likely,  as  we  all 
are,  at  12  or  13  years  of  age,  my  only  surprise  is  that  their  affairs  are  so  well  ma- 
naged as  they  are ; but  I think  that  if  a properly  selected  small  body  of  men  under 
Government  were  appointed  to  manage  the  whole  of  their  affairs,  a very  great 
saving  in  expense  would  accrue,  and  I think  the  general  management  would  be 
much  better.  I may  add  that  that  body,  perhaps,  should  consist  of  two  captains 
in  the  navy,  two  masters  of  merchants’  ships,  and  the  hydrographer,  with  power 
to  call  in  a first-rate  chemist,  an  optician,  or  an  engineer,  whenever  they  required 
their  services ; but  I do  not  think  it  necessary  that  such  men  should  form  part 
of  the  permanent  Board,  my  opinion  being  very  distinct  that  no  persons  but  sailors 
can  know  where  properly  to  place  lighthouses,  light-vessels,  buoys,  or  beacons. 

2278.  Do  your  objections  apply  to  the  management  of  the  lighthouses  in 
England  only,  or  do  you  include  the  lights  in  Scotland  and  in  Ireland  ? — The 
whole  of  the  lights  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland. 

2279.  Admiral  Dundas.]  The  same  objection  you  have  to  the  masters  of  the 
Trinity  House  tells  against  the  Admiralty  sea  lords  and  captains  in  the  navy,  who 
go  to  sea  at  as  early  an  age  ? — I think  that  in  the  navy  they  have  the  advantage 
of  a schoolmaster  and  education  on  board  ; they  are,  generally  speaking,  taken 
from  a class  of  life  in  which  education  is  considerably  more  thought  about,  and 
in  general  they  take  opportunities,  when  on  shore  upon  half  pay,  of  attaining 
knowledge  which  probably  others  do  not ; besides,  every  officer  in  the  navy  is 
bound  to  pass  a strict  examination,  and  if  he  studies  at  the  Naval  College,  a 
scientific  examination  before  he  can  be  made  a lieutenant.  Were  masters  and 
mates  of  merchant  vessels  to  pass  examinations,  which  they  ought  all  to  be  obliged 
to  do,  then  they  would  be  fit  persons  from  whom  to  select  the  Trinity  Board,  but 
not  till  then,  I think. 

2280.  Are  you  aware  that  half  the  present  Trinity  Board  are  officers  who  were 
examined  by  the  East  India  Company  before  the  expiration  of  the  charter  ? — I 
was  not  aware  of  that ; but  I think,  generally  speaking,  the  fine  weather  of  an 
East  India  voyage  is  not  the  best  school  to  learn  how  to  place  buoys  and  light- 
vessels  amidst  shoals  in  a rapid  tideway. 

2281.  Chairman.']  Do  you  consider  that  the  central  Board  you  speak  of  should 
have  separate  jurisdiction  over  the  whole  of  the  public  lights  of  the  country, 
acting  under  the  general  superintendence  of  the  Admiralty  ? — Yes. 

2282.  Do  you  consider  that  any  advantage  would  arise  by  having  the  hydro- 
grapher  as  one  of  that  Board,  he  receiving  from  the  surveying  officers  under  him 
regular  reports  upon  the  state  of  the  coast  ? — The  very  greatest  advantage ; it 
seems  an  anomaly  to  suppose  that  such  a Board  can  exist  without  the  hydrogra- 
pher forming  a part  of  it. 

2283.  Then  would  you  consider  it  necessary  that  every  naval  officer  so  ap- 
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pointed  to  form  part  of  this  Board  should  have  been  a surveying  officer  and 
consequently  obtained  that  practice  which  you  consider  necessary  to  the  proner 
placing  of  buoys  and  beacons  ? — Not  absolutely  necessary  ; but  I think  it  would 
probably  work  much  better  for  the  public  service  had  he  had  some  little  exne- 
rience  in  surveying.  ^ 

2284.  You  stated  that  the  Trinity  Board  was  not  efficient  in  many  respects- 

will  you  state  what  are  the  particular  points  to  which  you  referred  r I think 

its  number  is  cumbersome ; and  I think,  generally  speaking,  its  members  have  not ' 
had  the  opportunity  to  acquire  the  necessary  attainments.  I also  think,  that  even 
now  as  it  exists,  it  is  only  a quorum  of  three  or  live  who  do  all  the  real  work  that 
is  done  along  our  coasts. 

2285. ^  Are  you  aware  that  the  Trinity  House  have  also  the  examination  of 
officers  for  the  navy,  and  of  pilots,  and  the  charge  of  the  ballastage  in  the  River 
Thames? — I am  quite  aware  of  that. 

2286.  Do  you  consider  that  these  duties  have  any  connexion  whatever  with  the 
requisites  for  managing  lighthouses  ?— I think  perhaps  not  exactly  with  the 
management  of  lighthouses ; but  certainly  with  buoying  and  beaconing  the  coasts 
and  with  placing  light-vessels,  they  have  everything  to  do. 

2287.  What  do  you  say  as  to  ballastage  ?— That  is  a very  unimportant 
matter. 

22SS.  Would  you  limit  the  duty  of  the  Board  you  spoke  of  for  lighthouses  to 
the  care  and  management  of  lighthouses,  buoys,  and  beacons  alone  ?— Yes. 

22S9.  You  have  stated  that  the  Trinity  Board  is  charitable  and  benevolent;  do 
you  allude  to  the  application  of  the  surplus  light  dues  in  pensions  to  decayed 
seamen  r — Yes.  ] 


2290.  Do  you  consider  that  should  come  under  the  management  of  the  Board 
to  which  you  allude?— I consider  a Board  of  that  nature  would  not  do  its 
duty  it  it  did  not  reduce  the  light  dues  to  the  lowest  possible  amount  which  would 
cover  the  expense  which  they  were  at  for  keeping  up  the  lights  efficiently. 

2291.  Your  opinion  is,  that  the  amount  of  dues  levied  for  lights  should  be 
confined  solely  to  that  which  is  requisite  to  maintain  those  lights  ?— Certainly; 
aad  I think  particularly  so  at  this  moment  when  everything  is  pressing  heavily  on 
the  shipping  interest,  and  when  we  see  coast  railways  taking  all  the  trade  away 
from  our  coasters  ; even  carrying  coals  to  such  an  extent  that  there  is  a fear  of 
the  coal  trade  from  the  northern  ports  being  diminished  to  one-half.  Under  such 
circumstances,  I think  that  every  means  that  can  possibly  be  devised  to  lighten 
dues  and  charges  upon  shipping  should  be  resorted  to  at  once,  if  we  wish  to  keep 
up  anything  like  a nursery  for  seamen. 

2292.  Have  you  directed  your  attention  to  the  propriety  of  the  lights  being 
maintained  by  the  Government  as  a national  establishment,  seeing  that  the  whole 
navy  is  benefited  thereby,  and  considering  the  pressure  at  this  moment  upon  the 
mercantile  navyr  Certainly,  I think  it  would  be  a very  great  improvement  that 
the  whole  expense  should  be  borne  by  Government,  as  I believe  it  is  in  most 
other  countries,  and  as  I know  from  my  own  knowledge  it  is  in  France,  Russia, 
.Prussia,  and  the  United  States. 

2293.  Admiral  Dundas^  I believe  all  fishing  smacks  and  vessels  are  exempt 
from  the  light  dues  ?— Yes. 


2294.  Are  there  any  other  exemptions  of . vessels  from  these  dues  that  you 
■now  o r Only  vessels  m ballast;  all  loaded  vessels  above  60  tons  are  charged. 
nf  t?95'  What  advantages  would  be  derived  by  the  commercial  navy 

ot  the  world  if  the  charge  of  the  lighthouses  were  taken  by  the  Government  ?— 
I conceive  one  of  the  first  measures  would  be  to  place  the  dues  upon  the 
tonnage,  if  requisite,  instead  of  being  levied  as  they  are  at  present ; then  no 
vessel  would  fear  m stress  of  weather  to  run  for  a harbour  ; and  I think  generally 

I)art, of.tl?e  hSht  dues  he  saved;  that  is,  one-third  of  the 

amount  at  present  levied  might  be  saved. 

payment  ?^EnffidClUde  ^ Savi”g  the  commission  and  expenses  attending  the 

HjVe  y°U  any  means  of  judSing  how  far  the  expense  of  maintaining  the 
fights  is  moderate  or  reasonable?— Not  exactly  ; generally,  I think  it  is  moderate; 

6 aie  som.e  cafes  ln  "’Inch  it  appeared  to  me  extravagant.  I remember 
seeing  an  engineer  s account,  which  appeared  to  me  to  be  large,  but  as  I did 
00^9™ T5  ^.Particularly  1 cannot  say  that  it  really  was  so. 

2290.  Admiral  Dundas.}  Have  you  ever  observed  any  difference  in  the  conduct 
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of  lights  uuder  the  Trinity  Board  and  those  under  the  Commissioners  of  Northern  Cape. 
Lights? — Not  in  their  appearance.  J.  Wa.hingtan, n.er. 

2299  Have  you  observed  any  in  the  mode  of  conducting  their  business? — 

I am  aware  that  the  Northern  Lights  are  managed  much  more  economically  than  19  MaJ  l845' 
those  under  the  Trinity  House,  and  also  the  lights  in  Ireland. 

2300.  Chairman.']  In  the  answer  you  have  given,  you  say  you  would  prefer  an 
engineer  to  be  called  in  occasionally,  as  the  central  Board  might  require.  Are 
you  aware  of  the  large  bills  which  have  been  given  in  by  the  engineer  employed 
by  the  Trinity  House  in  England,  whilst  the  engineer  attached  to  the  Northern 
Lights  manages  them  for  a small  fixed  salary? — I am  quite  aware  of  some  large 
accounts,  which  I have  seen  sent  into  the  Trinity  House  by  the  engineer;  but 
I think  Mr.  Walker  has  a right  to  charge  for  his  time,  which  is  very  valuable,  at 
the  same  rate  which  he  can  get  elsewhere,  in  other  engineering  duties;  but  I see 
no  reason  why  the  Trinity  Board  should  employ  an  engineer  at  an  extravagant  price 
when  one  not  so  much  sought  after  could  do  the  same  thing  equally  welfat  a 
much  lower  rate. 

2301.  Then  what  is  your  opinion  as  to  attaching  an  engineer  to  the  Board, 
whose  duty  would  be  exclusively  confined  to  the  surveying  and  examination  of 
lighthouses  in  the  United  Kingdom  ? — I think  in  the  present  state  of  the  light- 
houses of  Great  Britain  a permanent  engineer  would  not  be  necessary.  Much 
has  been  said  about  expense,  but  it  cannot  be  denied  that  the  lighthouses  in  Great 
Britain  are  in  the  most  efficient  possible  state.  I am  glad  to  have  this  opportunity 
of  hearing  my  unqualified  testimony  to  the  brilliancy  and  beauty  of  the  lights,  the 
order  and  cleanliness  of  all  the  lighthouses  which  I have  visited,  and,  if  I may  say  so, 
the  paternal  care  of  the  Corporation,  in  supplying  their  lighthouse-keepers  with 
books,  and  almost  every  other  comfort  they  can  require. 

2302.  You  have  seen  nothing  in  their  expenditure  which  you  consider  useless  or 
extravagant  ? — I have  said  I thought  one-third  the  expenditure  might  be  saved. 

2303.  Will  you  explain  in  what  way  so  large  a portion  of  the  present  expen- 
diture could,  m your  opinion,  be  saved  ? — By  forming  a Board  of  a small  number 
of  men,  as  1 have  already  stated,  and  doing  all  the  work  in  an  efficient  but 
economical  manner,  by  receiving  no  surplus  of  light  dues,  and  employing  engineers 
and  others  to  get  the  work  done  under  the  strictest  superintendence,  with  "a  view 
to  rigid  economy. 

2304.  Mr.  Duncan.']  But  you  think  generally  the  efficiency  of  the  lights  might 
be  kept  up  at  one-third  the  present  expense?— I do  ; that  is,  at  one-third  of  the 
dues  now  levied  by  the  Trinity  Board. 

2305.  Mr.  Somes.]  Do  you  mean  one-third  the  expense  of  the  Tower-street 
establishment  ' — I mean  one-third  the  amount  of  the  light  dues  at  present  received. 

2306.  Admiral  Dundas.]  I think  you  say  you  consider  the  Northern  Lights  are- 
conducted  very  properly  and  very  economically  ?— Yes,  from  the  returns  I have 
seen,  I believe  they  are;  and  I know  their  engineer  receives  onlv  a small  fixed 
salary. 

2307.  Are  you  aware  that  none  of  the  Commissioners  of  Northern  Lights  are 
nautical  men,  but  are  mostly  lawyers? — I was  not  aware  of  that;  but  there  is  a 
peculiarity  on  the  coast  of  Scotland  different  to  that  of  England.  It  is,  generally- 
speaking,  a rocky  coast ; there  are  no  floating  lights,  and  few  buoys  or  beacons  to 
be  placed  ; and  if,  as  I understand,  it  has  been  conducted  by  geutlemeu  who  have 
never  been  to  sea,  I can  only  suppose  they  have  taken  the  best  nautical  evidence- 
they  could  get  upon  the  subject.  I can  only  speak  from  my  own  knowledge  of  the 
east  coast  ot  Scotland,  from  Girdleness  southward. 

2308.  Mr.  Grogan.]  Are  you  acquainted  with  the  Irish  coast? — Not  at  all. 

2309.  Mr.  Duncan.]  You  state  you  surveyed  all  the  lights  upon  the  east  coast, 
irom  Girdleness  southward? — Yes. 

2310.  I believe  you  visited  the  Tay  within  the  last  year,  and  surveyed  the  bar 
to  a certain  extent  ? — I had  the  honour  to  go  to  Scotland,  as  sailing-captain  to  the 
-K-oyal  squadron,  last  year,  and  I took  the  opportunity  of  running  along  the  coast, 
purposely  to  examine  all  the  lighthouses  and  harbours,  as  far  as  Aberdeen,  and 
particularly  with  respect  to  the  lights  of  the  Tay,  and  I may  say  they  appeared  to 
Jue  to  be  perfectly  efficient,  as  also  the  buoys  and  beacons  connected  with  that 
river. 

2311.  From  your  great  experience  in  nautical  matters,  is  there  anythin^  you 
can  recommend  as  an  improvement  upon  those  lights,  buoys,  or  beacons,  or°rela~ 

°'3b*  S tive 
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J.  Washington,  u.n.  has  reference  to  a proposal  I have  heard  of  placing  a floating  light  at  the  entrance 

of  the  Tay ; if  so,  upon  careful  consideration  of  all  the  circumstances,  I cannot 

19  May  1845.  recomniend  a floating  light  at  the  entrance  of  the  Tay.  The  danger  of  drawing 
vessels  down  upon  the  dangerous  sands  of  Abertay  and  Gaa,  would  far  more  than 
counterbalance  the  benefit  to  be  derived  from  a floating  light  in  that  position.  But 
I would  strongly  recommend  that  the  buoy  at  the  entrance  of  the  Tay  should  have 
some  means  placed  upon  it  of  making  a noise  j not  a bell,  for  that  might  interfere 
with  the  Bell  Rock  bell,  which  is  within  eight  miles  of  it ; but  something  to  warn 
vessels  of  their  position  when  close  off  the  entrance  in  thick  weather. 

2312.  Mr.  Somes.']  What  would  you  recommend,  as  you  have  a bell  upon  a 
lighthouse  eight  miles  distant  ? — It  might  be  a clapper,  or  any  other  noise.  I must 
say,  with  reference  to  the  Tay,  there  is  one  very  great  defect,  in  my  opinion ; that 
is,  the  want  of  pilot  vessels  always  on  the  look-out  for  ships  trading  with  Dundee 
and  Perth.  Probably  about  5,000  vessels  pass  the  Tay  bar  yearly,  and,  unless  in 
tine  weather,  they  have  no  chance  of  finding  a pilot  outside ; so  that  in  stormy 
weather,  at  the  very  moment  they  are  most  wanted,  there  is  no  pilot  to  be  found. 
I would  strongly  recommend  it  should  at  once  be  made  compulsory  upon  the 
Seamen’s  Fraternity  of  Dundee  to  provide  a pilot  vessel  to  be  always  cruising 
outside  the  bar.  The  small  sum  of  a farthing  per  ton  upon  vessels  tradiocr  to 
Dundee  would  more  than  pay  the  requisite  expense. 

2313.  You  would  recommend  that  it  should  be  compulsory  upon  every  vessel 
going  to  Dundee,  whether  home  or  foreign  ? — Yes. 

2314.  Chairman .]  Do  you  mean  upon  ships  belonging  to  Dundee  as  well  as 
other  ships? — Yes;  I would  make  the  farthing  per  ton  compulsory  upon  every 
vessel  entering  the  Tay. 

2315.  Would  that,  in  your  opinion,  render  the  entering  of  the  River  Tay  atal. 
times  safe  ? — Perfectly  so.  And  I am  happy  to  add,  that  it  appears,  from  out 
survey  of  the  Tay  bar  last  September,  that,  strictly  speaking,  there  is  no  longer 
such  a thing  as  a bar.  The  River  Tay  is  now  almost  as  much  a harbour  of  refuge 
as  the  Frith  of  Forth. 

2316.  Since  what  time  has  that  change  taken  place? — All  I can  judge  from  is 
the  survey  of  Captain  Slater,  the  Admiralty  surveyor,  in  the  year  1833;  it  has 
certainly  taken  place  within  the  last  10  years. 

2317.  Mr.  Somes.]  Can  you  account  for  the  change  which  has  taken  place  in 
any  way?— Upon  first  discovering  that  change  I made  inquiry  of  all  the  nautical 
men  at  Dundee,  and  of  others  at  Perth,  to  know  if  any  remarkable  freshes  had 
taken  place  during  the  year,  or  if  they  were  aware  of  any  other  causes  which 
could  have  led  to  the  dispersion  of  fully  six  millions  cubic  yards  of  sand,  and  they 
all  answered  no,  and  could  hardly  believe  that  such  had  taken  place.  Upon  further 
inquiry  l found  that  in  the  course  of  the  improvements  at  the  upper  part  of  the 
Tay,  between  Newburgh  and  Perth,  even  at  a distance  of  25  miles,  840,000  tons 
of  soil  had  been  dredged  up  from  the  bed  of  the  river,  gravel,  boulders,  and  so  ou, 
whereby  a greater  depth,  of  about  two  feet,  had  been  gained,  and  the  tide  reached 
Perth  Bridge  fully  50  minutes  sooner  than  it  had  done  before.  Now,  if  we  only 
suppose  that  a ton  of  water  had  come  into  the  river  in  place  of  each  ton  of  soil 
fitted  out  of  the  water,  which  is  a very  small  calculation,  we  shall  have  an  amount 
ot  840,000  tons  of  water,  or  a million  of  cubic  yards,  passing  to  and  fro  over  the 
bar  every  tide ; that  is,  twice  in  24  hours,  or  704  times  in  the  year.  I cannot 
bring  myself  to  believe  that  that  is  not  the  immediate  and  direct  cause  of  the 
beneficial  change  in  question  ; and  I think  it  may  he  held  up  as  an  example  to  all 
other  ports  to  use  their  utmost  endeavours  to  induce  the  tidal  water  to  flow  up 
to  the  extreme  possible  limits,  the  only  mode,  in  my  opinion,  of  preserving  our 
harbours. 

2318.  Do  you  allude  to  the  dredging  which  Mr.  Stevenson,  as  engineer  of  the 
Tay,  has  been  engaged  in  for  the  last  five  or  six  years? — Exactly  so. *” 

23l9-  Do  you  consider  the  removal  of  the  fords  and  other  impediments  to  the 
.flow  ot  the  tide  up  towards  Perth,  and  the  constant  use  of  dredging  boats,  as  the 
means  that  have  produced  the  effects  you  have  ndw  stated  ? — Precisely  so. 

2320.  Then  is  it,  in  your  opinion,  desirable  that  every  dyke,  projection,  and 
heap  of  stones  which  impedes  the  navigation  there,  and  in  other  navigable  rivers, 
should  be  removed,  with  a view  of  lessening  the  bar  at  the  mouth  of  such  rivers? 

That  is  rather  too  general  a question  to  give  a general  answer  to  without 

exceptions. 
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exceptions.  There  may  be  situations,  as  in  the  Clyde,  in  which  I conceive,  and 
all  engineers  for  the  last  century  have  thought  it  necessary  to  put  dykes  in  order 
to  conduct  the  course  of  the  river  within  proper  limits ; but  if  the  question 
alludes  to  jetties  and  obstructions  projecting  from  the  side,  and  piers  run  out  for 
the  sake  of  embankments  in  rivers,  I would  pull  every  one  of  them  down  that  I met 
with,  if  it  were  legal  so  to  do. 

2321.  In  alluding  to  dykes  upon  the  Clyde,  do  you  allude  to  those  that  are 
quarter  or  half  tide  dykes,  with  the  view  of  leading  the  ebb  at  the  last  quarter,  aud 
not  to  high  dykes  that  would  impede  the  general  flow  ? — Yes;  I allude  to  the  half- 
tide and  quarter-tide  parallel  dykes  of  the  river  Clyde. 

2322.  Finally,  are  the  Committee  to  understand  that  the  greater  depth  at  the 
bar  of  the  river  Tay  has  been  chiefly  caused  by  the  deepening  and  improvements 
which  have  been  going  on  in  the  upper  part  of  the  river?— Such  is  firmly  my 
opinion. 

2323.  Mr.  Dimcan.~\  You  stated  that  the  information  which  you  have  now  given 
to  the  Committee  as  to  the  moving  away  of  this  bar  at  the  mouth  of  the  Tay,  you 
derive  in  a great  degree  from  Captain  Slater’s  survey  ? — Yes. 

2324.  What  was  the  date  of  Captain  Slater’s  survey? — 1833. 

2325*  At  what  period  did  the  work  first  commence  from  which  you  think  this 
bar  has  been  washed  away? — In  1834  or  1835,  the  year  following,  or  the  subse- 
quent year. 

2326.  And  from  your  own  examination,  can  you  state  to  the  Committee  that 
all  that  bar  has  dispersed  since  1833?— No;  the  only  possible  means  I have 
of  judging,  is  a comparison  of  my  own  with  the  preceding  survey;  I have  com- 
pared the  two  together  carefully.  I may  mention  I have  sent  in  a distinct 
report  to  the  Admiralty  upon  the  subject,  with  a new  chart  of  the  Tay. 

2327.  Have  you  fully  reported  to  the  Admiral ty|upon  this  very  point  ? — Yes, 

I have  ; while  lying  in  the  Queen’s  Road,  Dundee,  I fully  reported  to  the  Admiralty 
upon  the  subject  in  a report,  dated  1st  October  1844. 

2328.  Mr.  Somes.']  Will  you  be  kind  enough  to  explain  to  the  Committee  the 
difference  in  the  depth  of  water  at  the  bar  of  the  Tay  in  1833  and  at  the  present 
time  r — The  great  difference  is,  that  in  a great  part  of  the  fair-way  channel  of  the 
river  there  is  an  increase  of  depth  of  10  feet  water  ; the  great  body  of  the  Gaa  Sand, 
which  lies  upon  the  north  side,  has  gone  away,  and  where,  instead  of  three  or  four 
feet,  of  water,  we  have  found  from  12  to  16  feet. 

2329.  What  is  the  difference  in  the  draft  of  water  in  the  fair-way  channel  in 
1833  and  now? — There  is  now  sufficient  depth  for  the  largest  ship  in  Her  Ma- 
jesty’s service  to  run  into  the  Tay  at  low  water  springs  ; I could  take  any  ship 
drawing  24  feet  water  into  the  Tay  to-morrow,  at  low  water  springs. 

2330.  How  far  could  you  take  her  up  ? — To  a perfectly  safe  anchorage,  below 
die  Lady  Buoy,  and  at  high  water  I could  take  her  up  to  Queen  or  Caroline 
Roads,  off  the  town  of  Dundee.  Before  I quit  the  subject  of  the  Tay  I beg  to 
remark,  that  a very  great  impediment  to  the  navigation  exists  off'  the  entrance  to 
the  tidal  basins,  namely,  the  Fowler,  the  Beacon,  and  the  Drummond  Rocks;  and 
unless  those  rocks  are  blasted  and  got  rid  of,  there  is  every  fear  of  the  harbour 
silting  up,  as  they  cause  a slack  on  the  flood,  which  occasions  a large  deposit 
of  mud,  beside  a great  impediment  to  navigation.  I may  add,  that  although 
I have  stated  the  general  want  of  pilots  off  the  entrance  to  the  Tay,  I must  say 
that  on  the  arrival  of  Her  Majesty  with  the  Royal  squadron  there,  the  captains  of 
the  steamers  and  the  master  of  the  Seamen’s  Fraternity  volunteered  their  services, 
and  conducted  the  whole  squadron  in  safety,  and  refused  one  shilling  of  pay  for 
their  services ; and  I must  add,  that  the  whole  of  these  gentlemen  do  their  duty 
as  Elder  Brethren  of  the  Dundee  Trinity  House  without  one  shilling  of  salary.  All 
their  salaries  are  given  away  in  charity,  and  very  honourable  it  is  to  them. 

233i-  Chairman .]  You  have  been  on  the  Harwich  coast;  have  you  any 
observations  to  make  upon  the  Harwich  lights? — The  existing  Harwich  leading 
lights  would  inevitably,  if  followed,  run  a vessel  high  and  dry  on  the  beach. 

2332.  Will  you  explain  how  that  change  took  place? — From  the  extension  of 
Landguard  Point,  which  has  grown  out  500  yards  within  the  last  40  years,  chiefly 
owing  to  the  dredging  of  the  cement  stone  up  at  Beacon  Cliff,  on  the  property  of 
he  Ordnance,  and  also  at  Felixstow  Ledge,  two  miles  to  the  north-east. 

2333-  Have  any  representations  been  made  to  the  Admiralty  on  the  subject? — 
0,36.  s 2 Repeatedly; 


Capt, 

. Jf'ashington,  u.i 


19  May  1845. 
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Capt.  Repeatedly ; I have  made  reports  every  year  since  I have  been  employed  on  the 
J.  Washington, r.n.  survey, 

2334.  Have  they  been  attended  to ? — No. 

3-9  May  1845.  2335.  When  was  the  first  representation  P — In  the  year  1841. 

2336.  What  was  the  nature  of  that? — In  the  year  1841  I called  the  attention 
of  the  hydrographer  of  the  Admiralty  to  it ; I took  him  to  the  spot  and  showed 
him  that  the  leading  lights  would  run  a vessel  on  shore,  and  he,  in  company  with 
me,  even  walked  to  the  spot  where  the  leading  light  should  be  placed.  ’That 
was  as  far  back  as  1841,  and  no  notice  has  been  taken  of  it. 

2337.  At  that  period  what  was  the  nature  of  your  representation  to  the 
Admiralty? — The  hydrographer  was  present;  I took  him  down  to  the  spot. 

2338.  You  also  reported? — Yes,  but  my  reports  are  included  in  several  letters. 

2339.  Did  you  make  any  report  in  the  following  year  ? — Seeing  that  nothing 
was  done  by  the  ist  of  November  1842,  I again  wrote  to  the  hydrographer,  com- 
plaining that  the  lights  would  run  a vessel  on  shore.  “ I have  already  alluded  to 
the  great  extension  of  Landguard  Point  within  the  last  40  years,  but  more  espe- 
cially within  the  last  20  years  ; where  was  formerly  a seven  fathoms’  channel  is  now 
a shingle  beach  as  many  feet  above  high-water  mark,  and  consequently  the  hioh 
-and  low  lights  placed  in  line  to  lead  into  the  harbour  are  no  longer  available  in 
this  direction  for  the  passage.” 

2340.  Was  any  attention  paid  to  that  representation,  that  you  know  of? — It 
was  acknowledged  by  the  hydrographer. 

2341.  You  know  nothing  further? — I believe,  indeed  I know',  it  was  repre- 
sented to  the  Trinity  Board  verbally'. 

2342.  In  1843  did  you  report  again? — Again,  on  the  10th  of  December  1842, 
I was  compelled  to  represent  the  loss  of  two  vessels,  which  had  run  on  shore  in 
consequence  of  these  leading  lights,  namely,  the  Favorite,  of  Whitby,  and  the 
Atherley,  of  Ipswich. 

“ Referring  to  my  letter  of  the  1st  November,  containing  a general  report  ot 
the  neglected  state  of  Harwich  Harbour,  and  of  its  daily  progressive  deterioration, 
and  especially  with  respect  to  the  erroneous  position  of  the  Cliff  Foot  and  Beach 
buoys,  and  the  danger  to  navigation  in  consequence  of  the  two  lights  in  one  now 
leading  directly  upon  the  shoal  of  Landguard  Point,  I have  now  to  acquaint  you 
that  since  the  date  of  that  letter  four  instances  have  occurred  of  vessels  getting 
aground,  and  receiving  much  injury,  from  the  causes  above  mentioned.  Two  of 
these  cases  occurred  to  vessels  turning  out  of  the  harbour,  which  struck  on  the 
Cliff  Foot  Rock;  and  you  must  allow  me  here  to  repeat,  that  either  a second  buoy 
should  be  placed  on  this  dangerous  shoal,  or  that  the  present  buoy  be  shifted  two 
cables’  length  further  south,  and  placed  off  the  pitch  of  the  shoal  spot,  which  has 
only  three  feet  water  on  it. 

“ The  other  two  cases  occurred  on  the  Andrews,  or  Shoal,  off  Landguard  Point. 
These  vessels,  the  Favorite,  of  Whitby,  and  Atherley,  of  Ipswich,  running  in  with 
the  lights  in  one,  according  to  their  direction  books,  both  took  the  ground  at  the 
entrance  of  the  harbour ; fortunately  the  night  was  fine,  and  the  Desmond 
revenue  cutter  was  at  hand,  and  with  this  assistance  the  collier  was  got  off,  but 
with  great  expense  to  her  owners. 

“ Here,  then,  in  the  course  of  six  weeks,  are  four  cases  of  wreck  caused  by 
evils  which  admit  of  an  easy  remedy. 

“I  need  not  again  advert  to  the  daily  loss  of  Government  and  other  land, 
owing  to  the  mischievous  practice  of  taking  away  the  cement  stone  from  the  foot 
of  the  Beacon  Cliff  (a  subject  which  imperatively  calls  for  legislative  interference), 
but  I may  venture  again  to  call  your  attention  to  the  growing  out  of  Landguard 
Point.  go 

“ Since  the  date  of  our  survey  of  that  part  up  till  2d  December,  the  Shingle 
Beach  Point  has  increased  37  yards,  and  now  occupies  the  spot  where  were  12 
feet  water  in  June  1841,  while,  at  the  same  time,  its  1 2-feet  edge  has  grown  out 
80  yards,  and  now  holds  the  place  where  were  20  feet  water  in  October  1841 ; 
a spur  of  200  yards  has  also  grown  up  to  the  eastward.  This  is  a great  and  grow- 
mg  evil,  and  demands  immediate  and  serious  attention,  if  the  port  of  Harwich  is 
to  be  preserved  ; but  my  duty,  as  having  charge  of  the  survey  of  the  North  Sea, 
is  with  the  immediate  interests  of  navigation,  and  these  require  that  the  beach 
buoy  be  removed  a cable’s  length  further  south,  and  that  a remedy  be  ound  for 
the  two  lights  in  one  leading  upon  this  shoal. 

“ The 
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“ The  great  object  of  these  lights  when  first  built  was,  to  lead  between  the  Capt. 
Andrews  and  the  Ridge,  and  this  they  do  sufficiently  well.  I cannot  therefore  J- Washington, r.n. 

recommend  the  low  light  to  be  moved,  but,  with  all  submission,  I conceive  that  * 

a small  red  harbour  light,  visible  only  about  three  miles,  might  be  advantageously  19  M#y  l845- 

placed  25  yards  south  of  the  present  low  light;  vessels  would  then  steer  in  as 

usual,  but  as  soon  as  they  had  passed  the  Narrows,  between  the  Andrews  and  the 

Ridge  buoys,  they  should  bring  the  small  red  light  on  with  the  high  light,  which 

would  lead  them  quite  clear  of  the  Beach  Point,  and  up  to  the  West  Altar  buoy. 

“ Landguard  Point  has  now  grown  out  upwards  of  550  yards,  whereby  the  best 
entrance  to  the  harbour  is  for  the  present  entirely  lost.  Where  in  1804  was  a 
channel  with  seven  fathoms  at  low  water,  is  now  a beach  seven  feet  above  hi<*h- 
water  mark ; thus  showing  that  a bed  of  sand  and  shingle,  20  yards  in  depth,  has 
gradually  formed  during  the  last  40  years,  but  its  more  rapid  advance  has  been 
since  the  year  1 821.” 

On  the  19th  January  1 843, 1 again  reported  against  that  evil,  and  “ stated  that  a 
small  red  harbour  light  would  be  required  to  be  placed  either  at  about  25  yards  to 
the  southward  of  the  present  low  light,  or  at  the  extreme  point  of  Landguard 
Beach,  to  obviate  the  mischief  now  of  common  occurrence,  in  consequence 
of  the  two  lights  in  one  being  no  longer  a safe  leading  mark  to  clear  Landguard 
Point.  The  harbour  buoys  might  also  be  much  more  advantageously  placed  than 
at  present,  and  two  or  three  small  beacons  would  be  required  ; but  the  greatest 
improvement  to  the  navigation  of  this  part  of  the  coast  would  be  a small  floating 
light  near  the  entrance  of  the  harbour,  and  a fixed  light  at  the  Tower  of  Walton 
on  the  Naze.”  These  alterations  in  the  harbour  buoys  have  since  been  made  by 
the  Trinity  Board,  and  a floating  light  placed  at  the  entrance  of  the  harbour. 

2343->Were  any  proceedings  taken  in  consequence  of  that? — I am  not  certain 
whether  it  was  upon  that  letter  or  a later  one.  Again,  on  the  21st  December 
3844,  in  consequence  of  the  Hero  being  wrecked  upon  the  same  Landguard 
Beach,  and  all  the  crew  but  one  being  lost,  under  my  own  eyes,  I was  compelled 
to  write  again  to  the  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty : “ In  reply  to  your  letter  of 
the  26th  instant,  enclosing  an  extract  from  the  * Essex  Standard  ’ relative  to  the 
late  disastrous  shipwreck  of  the  * Hero,’  and  directing  me  to  inquire  into  the  facts 
therein  stated,  I have  the  honour  to  report  that  I have  thoroughly  and  care- 
fully examined  into  the  whole  case,  and  that  not  only  from  general  testimony, 
but  from  personal  knowledge,  I can  vouch  for  it  that  all  the  circumstances 
therein  related  are  substantially  true.  It  is  true  that  the  wreck  occurred  close 
to  Landguard  Beach  ; that  the  poor  drowning  men  were  heard  to  cry  out,  * Is  there 
no  life-boat  ? 5 and  that  there  was  none  to  send.  It  is  also  true  that  there  is 
neither  Manby’s  mortar  nor  Carte’s  nor  Dennet’s  rockets  in  this  district.  It  is  true 
that  the  only  survivor  was  rescued  from  destruction  by  the  praisworthy  exertions  of 
Mr.  Saxby,  commander  of  Her  Majesty’s  revenue  cruiser  Scout,  and  her  crew.  It  is 
true  that  Landguard  Beach  Point  (chiefly  owing  to  the  excavations  by  the 
Ordnance  of  the  cement  stone  from  the  foot  of  Beacon  Cliff)  has  grown  out  con- 
siderably to  seaward ; and,  lastly,  it  is  true  that  the  Harwich  leading  lights  no 
longer  lead  into  safety,  but  if  followed  would  inevitably  lead  a vessel  on  shore. 

So  far,  sir,  in  compliance  with  the  directions  contained  in  your  letter;  but  having 
been  several  years  on  this  station,  perhaps  their  Lordships  will  excuse  my 
venturing  to  offer  some  suggestions  as  to  the  easy  remedy  of  these  evils.  First, 
with  respect  to  Manby’s  mortar  and  Carte’s  rockets : as  these  are  supplied  to 
nearly  all  the  other  coast-guard  stations  round  England,  I conceive  that  a simple 
direction  to  the  Board  of  Ordnance  would  be  sufficient,  and  as  there  are  artillery- 
men conversant  with  their  use  always  stationed  at  Landguard  Fort,  as  well  as  a 
coast-guard  station,  there  is  little  doubt  but  that  they  would  be  well  looked  after, 
and  efficiently  served  in  case  of  need.  Secondly,  as  to  a life-boat:  in  former 
times  there  was  a Government  life-boat  here,  but  when  the  naval  establishment 
was  removed  from  Harwich  the  boat  was  returned  into  store.  At  that  time  sub- 
scriptions, exceeding  35  l.  a year,  were  raised  in  the  counties  of  Essex  and  Suffolk, 
to  keep  her  in  repair ; now,  there  could  be  no  doubt  (and  indeed  I myself  would 
become  responsible)  that  if  Her  Majesty’s  Government  would  grant  a life-boat, 
ample  funds  would  lie  found  to  keep  her  in  repair,  and  to  reward  the  boatmen 
who  might  go  off  in  her  to  give  assistance;  and  Colonel  West,  Lieutenant- 
governor  of  Landguard  Fort,  has  authorized  me  to  say  that  we  may  have  the  use 
of  the  boat-house  (built  by  Government)  on  Landguard  Beech  to  keep  her  in. 

0.36,  S3  “ Having 
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Capt.  “ Having  seen  and  examined  all  the  life-boats  along  this  coast,  I may  be  per- 

J. Washington, mw.  rajtted  to  suggest  that  rather  a light  whale-built  boat  of  oak,  and  of  diagonal 
“ ' planking,  28  feet  long  by  7 wide,  pulling  six  oars  single-banked,  with  tin  boxes 

19  fly1  4o-  within  and  cork  fenders  without,  would  be  best  adapted  to  this  station;  and  as 

such  a boat  would  require  ballast,  an  iron  keelson,  instead  of  a false  keel,  would 
be  desirable. 

“ Such  a boat,  if  built  by  contract,  would  not  exceed  32$.  per  foot,  or  £.45 
“ Air-boxes,  cork  fenders,  fitting,  &c.  ------  25 

£.70 


“ Lastly,  as  to  the  lights  in  one  leading  on  to  the  beach,  as  shown  in  the  small 
plan  of  Harwich  Harbour  : 

“The  Corporation  of  the  Trinity  are  so  ready  to  listen  to  any  suggestion  for  the 
improvement  of  navigation,  that  1 feel  quite  sure  that  if  their  Lordships  would 
request  the  attention  of  the  Elder  Brethren  to  this  evil,  some  remedy  would  be 
devised.  It  has  been  suggested  to  move  the  low  light ; but  this  would  not  be 
safe,  as  the  chief  use  of  the  two  lights  in  one  is  to  lead  up  through  the  Narrows 
between  the  Andrews  and  the  Ridge ; and  again,  after  passing  the  Beach  Point' 
to  lead  up  to  the  Altar  buoy,  thereby  guarding  vessels  from  the  dangerous  Cliff 
Foot  Rock. 

“ If  I may  venture  an  opinion,  I would  say,  that  as  this  great  extension  of  the 
point  will  only  be  temporary,  (since  if  the  works  recommended  here  by  the  Har- 
bour Commission  are  carried  out  the  point  will  slightly  decrease  again,)  a small, 
low,  dark-red  light,  placed  at  the  extreme  of  the  Beach  Point,  would  answer  all 
the  purpose ; and  in  order  that  the  light  might  not  mislead,  it  should  be  screened 
till  it  bears  north-north-west  on  entering,  when  on  nearing  the  point  a vessel  would 
open  it  out ; and  as  she  would  naturally  yaw,  to  avoid  any  pier-head  or  other 
obstruction  marked  by  a light,  in  like  manner  she  would  put  her  helm  a starboard 
to  steer  clear  of  this  point,  if  so  marked. 

“ The  expense  of  such  a light  could  hardly  exceed  too/,  a year,  while  the 
revenue  of  the  Harwich  light  dues,  it  appears,  ‘ exceeds  13,000  l.  a year.’  May 
I add,  in  conclusion,  that  should  their  Lordships  be  pleased  to  grant  this  boon  to 
the  port  of  Harwich,  where  at  this  moment  upwards  of  200  colliers  are  taking 
refuge  from  a heavy  north-east  gale,  it  will  more  than  double  its  value  if  done 
quickly,  before  the  long  dark  nights  of  winter  and  easterly  gales  repeat  the  sad 
tale  of  the  wreck  of  the  * Hero  ’ V* 

2344*  Was  anything  done  upon  that  r- — I know  that  a copy  of  that  letter  was 
forwarded  to  the  Trinity  Board. 

2345.  What  proceedings  have  taken  place  since  then?— The  Trinity  Board 
answered  on  the  8th  January  that  they  did  not  think  it  necessary  to  make  any 
alteration ; that  they  doubted  the  expediency  of  making  any  alteration  in  the 
lights.  j 

2346*  Then  has  any  alteration  been  made? — Up  to  this  moment,  none. 

2347.  Although  ships  are  in  danger  of  being  misled,  and  suffering  shipwreck  in 
consequence  of  these  lighthouses  not  being  altered  ?— Yes,  in  consequence  of 
a remedy  not  being  devised. 

2348.  Admiral  DundasJ]  Do  you  consider  that  life  and  property  at  sea  would 
be  more  secure  from  shipwreck  if  in  future  all  masters  and  mates  of  merchant  ves- 
sels were  examined  by  a Board  of  nautical  men  at  the  different  ports  of  the  United 
Kingdom  ?— Unquestionably.  I have  already  stated  before  the  Shipwreck  Com- 
mittee of  the  House  of  Commons  my  decided  conviction  upon  the  subject;  and 
all  1 have  seen  during  the  last  two  years’  experience  of  the  North  Sea  has  more 
firmly  convinced  me  than  ever  of  the  necessity  of  it. 
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MEMBERS  PRESENT. 


Mr.  A.  Chapman. 
Sir  George  Clerk. 
Mr.  Duncan. 
Admiral  D Lindas. 
Mr.  Grogan. 


Mr.  Hume. 

Mr.  Mitcalfe. 
Lord  Palmerston. 
Mr.  Somes. 


JOSEPH  HUME,  Esq.  in  the  Chair. 


Captain  J.  Washington,  r.n.,  called  in;  and  further  Examined. 

2349.  Chairman .]  IF  vessels  taking  the  harbour  of  Harwich  follow  the  instate-  Capt 
tions  and  guide  of  the  lighthouses,  will  they  not  run  aground  upon  entering?— If  J. Washington, r.it. 

they  follow  the  leading  lights  they  will ; not  if  they  follow  the  printed  Trinity  

House  notice  which  has  been  issued,  directing  the  contrary,  and  pointing  out  how  22  May  1845. 
they  should  go. 

2350.  What  distinction  do  you  make  as  to  the  leading  lights ; if  the  leading 
lights  are  not  a safe  guide,  should  they  not  be  altered  ? — The  Harwich  leading 
lights  were  principally  placed  to  lead  up  through  the  fair  way  from  sea,  between 
the  Andrews  shoal  on  the  north  and  the  Ridge  on  the  south  ; this  they  now  do 
perfectly  well,  and  I would  not  on  any  consideration  recommend  their  being 
altered.  My  only  objection  to  the  Harwich  leading  lights  at  present  is,  that 
in  consequence  of  the  increase  of  the  Landguard  Point,  an  obstruction  is  placed  in 
the  fair  way,  which  probably,  owing  to  the  improvements  about  to  take  place  on 
the  part  ot  Government  in  the  harbour,  will  soon  be  removed ; and  I merely  ask 
for  a small  low  red  temporary  light,  such  as  might  easily  be  placed  on  a lamp-post ; 
a common  paddle-box  light  of  a steamer  would  answer  all  the  purpose,  just  to 
point  out  the  obstruction,  and  it  should  not  be  visible  until  vessels  came  close  up 
to  the  point ; and  then,  as  alight  upon  a pier  head  or  upon  any  other  obstruction, 
it  would  cause  them  to  put  their  helm  a-starboard  and  steer  clear  of  it,  and  so  run 
safely  into  the  harbour ; besides,  when  within  this  point  the  leading  lights  ao-ain 
become  of  use,  and  lead  up  to  the  Altar  buoy. 

2351.  Is  that  all  the  alteration  you  recommend  in  your  letter  to  the  Admiralty 
of  the  10th  December  1842? — Yes. 

2352.  Did  you  not  in  1842  represent  the  loss  of  two  vessels  which  had  run  on 
shore  in  consequence  of  the  leading  lights? — Yes  ; on  the  10th  of  December. 

2353-  In  what  way  did  the  wreck  take  place  in  consequence  of  the  position  of 
the  lights  ? — As  I before  stated,  any  vessel  which  follows  these  leading  lights  into 
the  harbour  must  run  on  shore  on  Landguard  Beach  Point,  owing  to  its  ex- 
tension. 

2354.  Have  you  any  other  remarks  to  make  upon  the  Harwich  lights? — No; 
the  Harwich  lights,  like  all  others  along  the  coast,  are  brilliant,  perfectly  efficient, 
and  exactly  suited  to  their  work,  with  the  single  exception  of  requiring  the  small 
temporary  additional  light  which  1 have  mentioned. 

2355-  Rut  without  the  temporary  light,  there  is  great  danger  to  vessels  taking 
the  harbour  under  the  direction  of  the  leading  lights? — Yes;  by  following  the 
leading  lights,  a vessel  must  run  on  shore ; if  she  obeys  the  Trinity  House  notice, 
she  will  escape  ; but  it  is  a fallacy  to  suppose  that  the  Trinity  House  notices  are 
received  and  known  by  masters  of  ships.  In  the  course  of  my  experience  on  the 
east  coast  of  England,  I have  hardly  ever  found  a collier  acquainted  with  the 
•Trinity  House  notices.  I will  mention  two  cases  which  occurred  to  me  as 
examples.  Shortly  after  the  placing  of  the  Cockle  Gatt  Light,  in  which  I took  a 
very  deep  interest,  a vessel  coming  up  from  Sunderland,  or  the  Tees,  I forget 
which,  was  wrecked  on  the  Scroby  Sand.  I immediately  instituted  an  inquiry 
Jnto  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  and  I found  that  the  master  of  the  vessel, 
although  this  was  three,  or,  1 believe,  six  months  after  the  notice  had  been  issued, 
iad  only  heard  of  the  notice ; he  had  never  seen  it.  The  mate  had  seen  it,  he  said, 
stuck  up  somewhere  in  Stockton,  and  read  it  carelessly : his  impression  was,  that 
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the  light  was  to  be  left  on  the  starboard  hand  coming  up.  When  they  came  to 
the  spot  where  it  was  necessary  to  decide,  the  master  said  he  knew  nothing  about 
it ; the  mate  said  he  thought  it  was  to  be  left  to  starboard.  They  unfortunately 
did  leave  it  to  starboard ; the  flood- tide  carried  them  up  at  the  back  of  the  Scroby 
Sand,  and  in  hauling  up  into  Yarmouth  Roads  she  was  wrecked.  The  second 
case  was  not  that  of  a master  of  a collier  or  a coasting  vessel,  but  the  captain  of 
one  of  the  finest  steamers  on  the  east  coast  of  England,  running  between  Dundee 
and  London  ; the  steamer  ‘London,’  Captain  Ewing.  When  I met  him  the  other 
day,  I asked  him,  “ How  do  you  like  the  new  position  of  the  Newarp  light-vessel?” 
“The  Newarp  light-vessel  has  not  been  changed,”  he  replied.  “Yes,”  I said, 
“ she  has  been  shifted  outward  upwards  of  a mile,  and  the  Trinity  notice  respect- 
ing it  has  been  issued  upwards  of  three  months.”  He  said,  “ I never  heard  a 
word  about  it.”  “Surely,”  said  I,  “you  get  the  Trinity  notices  at  Dundee?’’ 

“ No,  we  never  get  them  ; our  agent  signs  at  the  Custom-house  ; he  gets  them 
If  there  is  anything  important,  he  tells  us ; but  no  mention  was  made  of  this/’ 

I may  add,  it  is  a bye-word  along  the  coast,  ‘Who  ever  reads  a Trinity  notice?’ 

2356.  Mr.  Can  any  blame  be  attributed  to  the  Trinity  Corporation 

from  the  mistake  the  master  or  the  mate  of  the  vessel  made  in  the  first  case,  when 
it  appears  the  master  had  heard  of  the  notice,  and  the  mate  had  read  it  ? — I did 
not  in  that  case,  nor  have  I ever  in  my  evidence,  pretended  to  blame  the  Trinity 
Corporation  ; it  is  my  business  to  state  to  the  Committee  the  practical  working 
of  what  I see  along  the  coast ; it  is  for  them  to  draw  their  own  conclusions. 

2357.  Are  you  aware  that  17  other  vessels  have  got  on  shore  on  the  Scroby 
Sand  since  the  first  establishment  of  the  Cockle  Gatt  Light  ? — I was  not  aware  of 
it,  but  am  not  at  all  surprised  to  hear  that  17  vessels  have  run  aground  on  the 
Scroby  in  18  months.  I consider  it  a very  small  proportion;  and  if  the  Com- 
mittee will  call  for  the  returns  of  the  last  20  years,  I think  it  will  he  found  that 
the  number  is  much  greater  within  the  same  period.  I also  beg  to  refer  to  my 
letter  to  the  Hydrographer  of  the  Admiralty,  dated  the  gth  November  1842,  on 
the  subject  of  a light  in  the  Cockle  Gatt,  and  particularly  with  reference  to  the 
wreck  of  nine  vessels  in  one  night  under  Winterton  Ness. 

2358.  Chah'nian.]  Was  it  in  consequence  of  that  letter  that  the  Cockle  Gatt 
Light  was  established  ? — It  was.  I say,  “ The  Trinity  Board,  as  you  are  aware, 
with  their  usual  consideration  for  the  benefit  of  the  shipping  interest  of  this  king- 
dom, have  recently  issued  a circular,  requesting  the  opinion  of  shipowners,  pilots, 
&c.  with  respect  to  lighting  the  Cockle  Gatt,  at  the  northern  entrance  into  Yarmouth 
Roads.  As  I know  this  is  a subject  in  which  you  take  a deep  interest,  and  deem- 
ing it  my  duty,  as  having  charge  of  the  survey  of  the  North  Sea,  and  to  be  in 
obedience  to  the  general  tenor  of  my  instructions,  to  lay  before  you  my  ideas  on 
this  point,  I do  not  hesitate  to  do  so,  although  I am  well  aware  that  many  others, 
of  far  more  experience  than  myself,  have  well  considered  the  question  ; still,  as  it 
is  one  of  essential  importance  to  the  vast  body  of  shipping  which  trade  along  the 
eastern  coast  of  England,  it  appears  to  me  that  every  one  should  help  forward  the 
cause  to  the  utmost  of  his  ability. 

“ I take  it  for  granted  that,  with  all  unprejudiced  and  disinterested  persons,  ther£ 
can  be  but  oue  opinion  as  to  the  utility  of  lighting  the  Cockle  Gatt-vvay.  This  Gatt 
is  the  only  entrance  into  Yarmouth  Roads  from  the  northward,  a track  followed 
daily  by  thousands  of  our  merchant  ships;  it  forms  also  one  of  the  chief  entrances 
into  the  only  practicable  anchorage  for  Her  Majesty’s  North  Sea  fleet,  in  case  of 
war,  between  the  river  Humber  and  the  Downs.  Immediately  in  its  vicinity, 
forming  the  channel,  are  the  dangerous  sandbanks  named  the  Cockle  and  Barber 
to  the  west,  and  the  Sea  Heads  and  Scroby  to  the  east ; beyond  these,  to  the 
northward,  is  that  disastrous  space  between  Hasborough  and  Winterton,  called  the 
Would,  a tract  about  10  miles  long,  bounded  by  Hasborough  Sand  to  the  east; 
and  this,  as  is  well  known  to  every  sailor  who  navigates  the  North  Sea,  is  the 
most  fatal  spot  along  the  east  coast  of  England  ; and  the  number  of  wrecks,  and 
the  annual  destruction  of  life  and  property,  which  take  place  here  is  notorious.  • 

“A  reference  to  Lloyd’s  register  would  fully  bear  me  out  in  this  assertion; 
but  I may  just  remind  you  of  the  gale  of  the  13th  October  1823,  when  the 
‘ Ranger,’  revenue  cutter,  and  eight  merchant  vessels,  were  driven  on  shore  at 
this  spot,  and  all  perished  save  one ; while  Her  Majesty’s  surveying  vessel, 
Protector,  only  escaped,  under  Providence,  owing  to  the  skill  and  presence  of 
mind  of  Captain  Hewett,  who,  seeing  no  alternative,  boldly  ran  his  vessel  over  the 
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Sea  Heads  and  Newarp  Sands,  right  out  to  sea:  and  here  I beg  to  refer  to  that 
lamented  officer’s  letter  to  the  Admiralty,  of  the  16th  January  1826,  describing 
his  escape,  and  urging,  in  unanswerable  terms,  the  necessity  of  lighting  the  Cockle- 
gat  way.  On  that  occasion,  had  the  means  existed  of  running  through  the  Cockle 
in  the  night  time,  not  one  of  the  vessels  alluded  to  need  have  suffered,  the  wind 
being  perfectly  fair;  as  it  was,  they  preferred  the  chance  of  saving  their  lives  on 
the  beach,  to  the  certainty  of  losing  them  on  the  detached  sandbanks,  in  attempt- 
ing a difficult  passage  without  a light  to  guide  them.  It  can  hardly  be  necessary 
to  adduce  other  accounts  of  losses,  but  I happen  to  have  before  me  a list  of  18 
vessels  wrecked  near  this  spot,  in  the  two  years  1840  and  1841,  several  of  the 
crews  of  which  were  drowned;  of  these,  at  one  time,  in  September  1841,  four 
vessels  were  lying  wrecked  upon  the  Scroby,  one  of  the  very  sands  in  question, 
having  attempted  the  passage  by  night,  and  been  deceived  by  the  soundings,  which 
led  them  into  a deep-water  bight  between  the  sands,  called  the  ‘ Barley  Pightle ; ’ 
this  could  not  have  happened  had  there  been  a light. 

“ Only  one  other  instance  will  I mention,  namely,  that  of  September  1 838, 
when,  out  of  hundreds  of  vessels  which  for  want  of  a light  were  obliged  to  anchor 
in  the  Would,  in  one  night  170  lost  their  anchors  and  cables ; every  one  of  which, 
had  the  means  existed,  would  have  thankfully  sought  shelter  in  Yarmouth 
Roads. 

“Of  the  necessity  of  a light,  then,  I apprehend  there  can  be  but  one  opinion, 
and  a light-vessel  seems  to  me  to  be  far  preferable  to  any  lights  on  shore ; nor  do 
I consider  the  difficulty  of  placing  one  so  great  as  it  may  seem  at  first  sight. 
With  due  deference  to  those  more  conversant  with  these  affairs,  I should  say 
that  a light-vessel,  moored  about  one-third  of  a mile  from  the  sands,  half  way 
between  the  white  buoy  of  the  Scroby,  and  the  red  beacon  buoy  of  the  Sea 
Heads,  in  eight  fathoms  water,  would  be  sufficient ; the  light  should  be  single, 
kept  low,  of  a dark  red  colour,  and  shaded  to  the  eastward,  so  as  only  to  show 
from  N.  N.  E.  round  westerly  to  S.  W.  by  S. ; then  vessels  running  up  would  keep 
it  on  a S.  S.  E.  bearing  till  close  up  to  it,  when  a S.  W.  course  (or  a N.E. 
bearing)  would  carry  them  safely  into  the  roads. 

“ The  only  objections  I have  heard  urged  against  this  proposal  are  : 

“ 1st.  The  difficulty  in  getting  a vessel  to  ride  in  the  broken  water  near  the 
sands : 

41 2dly.  The  fear  of  confusion  from  the  number  of  lights  in  this  vicinity  : 

“ 3dly.  The  increased  danger  to  shipping  lying  in  Yarmouth  Roads  by  night, 
in  case  of  a free  passage  through : 

“ Lastly.  The  difficulty  of  defraying  the  expense  of  such  alight,  without  taxing 
the  trade  with  increased  light-dues. 

“To  which  I answer,  that  there  probably  may  be  some  difficulty  in  getting  the 
vessel  to  ride;  but  at  one-third  of  a mile  distance  from  the  sand,  with  extra 
moorings,  and  all  the  precautions  which  the  experience  of  the  Trinity  masters 
would  suggest,  this  difficulty  will,  I feel  confident,  be  overcome ; at  any  rate  the 
experiment  is  worth  trying  for  one  year. 

“ 2dly.  The  only  light  for  which  the  Cockle  can  by  any  possibility  be  mistaken 
is  the  Newarp  (for  the  St.  Nicholas  and  Stanford  Lights,  in  coming  from  the 
northward,  are  out  of  the  question).  Now  the  Newarp  Light-vessel  bears  three 
lights  in  a triangle,  it  is  distant  seven  miles  from  the  spot  where  it  is  proposed  to 
place  the  Cockle  Light,  and  a bearing  of  either  the  Hasbro’  or  Winterton  Lights 
would  prove  at  once  which  of  the  two  it  was.  It  is  to  be  remembered  also  that 
the  Cockle  is  proposed  to  be  a dark  red  light,  only  visible  from  four  to  five  miles  ; 
and,  if  thought  requisite  for  distinction’s  sake,  it  might  be  made  revolving. 

“ The  third  objection,  that  Yarmouth  Roads  will  be  unsafe  riding,  seems  quite 
untenable.  The  width  of  the  roadstead  is  more  than  a mile  and  a half ; vessels 
tying  in  the  Roads  anchor  always  close  to  the  town  of  Yarmouth,  whereas  those 
running  through  would  naturally  hug  the  sands,  and  steer  for  the  St.  Nicholas  or 
Stanford  Light ; many  vessels,  too,  that  now  are  obliged  to  bring  up  in  the  Roads 
would  take  advantage  of  the  light  and  pass  on,  and  thus  Yarmouth  Roads  would 
he  kept  clear  of  the  enormous  mass  of  vessels,  at  times  exceeding  2,000,  that  in 
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a long  series  of  northerly  winds  crowd  the  place,  to  the  great  detriment  and  r' t 
of  all.  Besides,  is  not  the  Swin,  a much  narrower  channel,  well  lighted?  and  d 
not  vessels  anchor  there  for  the  tide  above  and  below  the  Swin  Middle  Lioht) 
while  hundreds  of  others,  and  especially  steamers,  pass  up  or  down,  as  it  may  be 
without  any  other  precaution  than  a good  look-out;  and  yet  how  rarely  do  w* 
hear  of  an  accident  there,  where  the  channel  is  not  one-third  of  the  width  usually 
to  be  found  in  Yarmouth  Roads  ? 


“ Lastly,  the  increased  light-dues  which  it  would  be  requisite  to  levy.  Admit, 
ting  for  a moment  the  necessity  of  such  light-dues  (which  I doubt),  and  making 
every  allowance  for  the  depressed  state  of  the  shipping  interest  in  the  North,  let  us 
see  what  such  dues  would  amount  to.  The  first  cost  and  complete  eouinmpnf  nf 


l complete  equipment  of 
the  light-vessel  would  not  exceed  3,000/.;  the  annual  expense  of  men,  provisions 
oil,  wear  and  tear,  870/.,  but  say  1,000/.  Now  the  number  of  loaded  vessels  that 
pass  along  this  coast  cannot  be  less  on  an  average  than  1,000  a month  (I  believe 
it  far  exceeds  that  number);  of  these  100  are  large  steamers,  and  the  burthen  of 
the  whole  may  be  fairly  taken  at  1 70,000  tons ; now  at  a farthing  a ton  this 
would  amount  to  2,125/.  per  annum,  so  that  half  a farthing  a ton  on  freighted 
vessels  would  cover  the  whole  annual  expense,  and  leave  a large  surplus  for* con- 
tingencies; whereas  the  loss  of  property  on  the  single  night  of  the  13th  October 
independently  of  100  men’s  lives,  far  exceeded  20,000/.  It  appears,  then,  that 
the  present  annual  loss  of  life  and  property  at  this  spot  imperatively  calls  for  some 
remedy  ; that  there  is  no  insuperable  obstacle  to  placing  a light  in  the  Cockle 
Gat;  that  there  is  no  fear  of  its  being  mistaken  for  any  other  light;  and  that  the 
cost  of  keeping  up  such  a light  would  not  exceed  half  a farthing  a ton  upon  the 
trade.  Why  then,  may  we  ask,  is  it  delayed?  The  towns  of  Yarmouth,  Ipswich, 
and  Harwich  are  all  unanimous  for  its  adoption ; every  ollicer  serving  in  the 
revenue  cruizers  on  this  station  with  whom  I have  conversed,  every  pilot,  every 
seafaring  man  at  all  conversant  with  the  subject,  is  in  favour  of  it;  we  have  the 
testimony  of  Captain  Hevvett,  more  than  20  years  a surveyor  on  this  coast,  to  the 
necessity  of  it ; the  Trinity  Board,  by  their  recent  circular,  are  evidently  in  favour 
of  the  measure,  and  see  the  value  of  such  a light  for  the  accommodation  of  steamers 
and  the  hourly  increasing  trade  along  this  coast.  Then  why  is  it  delayed  ? There 
must  be  some  cause  which  does  not  appear.  I cannot  bring  myself  to  believe 
that  opposition  to  such  a measure  can  arise  from  the  shipowners  of  Shields  and 
Sunderland,  because  a trifling  extra  expense,  at  the  utmost  half  a farthing  a ton, 
will  be  entailed  on  their  vessels ; common  humanity,  nay,  common  justice  to  the 
poor  sailor  who  daily  risks  his  life  for  our  benefit  and  our  comforts,  forbids  that 
such  a plea  should  be  listened  to  for  a moment;  but  should  such  an  objection 
exist,  and  be  considered  reasonable,  I humbly  trust,  nay  I implore,  that  Her 
JVJajesty  s Government,  viewing  this  as  a national  benefit,  will  earnestly  press 
upon  the  consideration  of  the  Trinity  Board  the  necessity  of  immediately  taking 
nieasuies  for  lighting-  this  gat  way,  and  thus  confer  one  of  the  greatest  boons 
yet  bestowed  on  the  shipping  interest  of  the  coast  of  England.” 


2359  Mr.  Ws.]  Were  you  consulted  in  the  placing  of  the  Scroby  Light  by  the 
irinity  Corporation,  before  the  light  was  placed  ?— Not  distinctly  consulted.  The 
l rinity  lioard  never  do  me  the  honour  to  consult  me ; but  I talked  it  over  with 
the  parties  who  were  down  there,  and  1 am  quite  sure  they  paid  the  greatest 
deference  to  my  opinions,  and  I fully  agreed  with  them  in  the  position  in  which 
she  was  then  placed.  1 


h?c,ause- thcir  *■*? ?* 


_:j  ~ 1.  11  nci,ausu,  m uieir  opinion,  sue  wuum 

df.  i v elbow  ot  the  Cockle,  which  it  has  always  been  my  opinion  was 
1 ight  position  for  that  vessel.  J 1 


the 


Admirait„D'iy0,a.r“‘0nStri‘te  witl‘  the  ewporation  of  the  Trinity  House  or  the 
Admit  al^abouttheimproper  position  in  which  the  light  was  placed  ?— Certainly 


.nt  T rii/1  1 r me  jigut  was  piaceu  : — j 

I think  th<.  T 1 v*”!?  S ‘?  Wa?  P acect  in  nn  improper  position;  on  the  contrary, 
Disced  J'  T B°Urd  5V'"cl‘l  tlleir  judgmeut  in  the  position  in  which  they 
! ' ■ • ve‘y  undesirable  to  alter  the  courses  which  ships  have  been 

Zin!id!  “‘•“nnmgupanddown  the  coast:  she  was  placed  so  that  ships 
S?'  “uld  s,teer  for  her  S.  S.  E„  which  is  the  usual  course  up,  and  then 


ft  W orwl  1..,  c c i . Z'  wc  usual  course  up,  auu  ***«•• 

and  by  S.  from  her  into  Yarmouth  Roads ; and,  under  the  circumstances 


etbolv  oftb  !f,ev,epb°tly  8eaiBei!  t0  be  of  opinion’  that  ’she  would'  not  ride  at  the 

W ithout  fu^e^e^erience.  0Pln10"  “““  ^ “ ‘S  WeU  Placed  aS  S'le  “ 

2362.  But 
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2362.  But  the  losses  since  she  has  been  removed  have  not  been  so  frequent? — Capt. 

There  lias  not  been  time  yet  to  judge.  J.  Washington, r.k. 

2363.  How  long  has  she  been  removed  ? — About  six  weeks.  I may  add,  that  — * — 

hearing  of  the  different  wrecks,  I wrote  to  Yarmouth  and  got  the  opinion  ef  22  May  18451 
the  harbour-master,  and  he  got  for  me  that  of  nearly  every  pilot  there  as  to  what 

they  would  recommend,  whether  they  would  recommend  an  alteration ; and  if  mv 
memory  serves  me  right,  I sent  that  opinion  to  the  Admiralty. 

2364.  Had  you  any  public  or  private  correspondence  with  the  Corporation  of 
the  Trinity  House  relative  to  the  improvements  that  might  take  place  along  the 
coast  in  the  light-vessels  ? — lam  not  permitted  to  write  officially  to  the  Trinity 
Board  ; the  Deputy  Chairman  has  allowed  me  to  write  to  him  on  several  occasions. 

Although  I have  no  wish  to  say  anything  about  a private  correspondence,  it  will 
be  found,  if  reference  be  made  to  those  letters,  that  I have  suggested  several 
alterations  in  buoys  and  light-vessels  along  the  coast. 

2365.  Do  you  receive  any  instructions  from  the  Admiralty,  as  surveyor,  to 
attend  to  the  buoys,  beacons,  and  lights  on  the  coast? — Unquestionably  ; it  is  my 
special  office  to  report  upon  these  things,  as  surveyor  of  the  east  coast  of  England. 

2366.  Admiral  Dundas.]  It  is  no  part  of  your  instructions  that  you  are  to 
communicate  your  opinions  to  the  Trinity  Board  ? — Certainly  not. 

2367.  You  are  ordered  to  report  to  the  Admiralty  ?— Yes  ; and  I never 
presume  to  write  to  the  Trinity  Board  except  privately. 

2368.  Mr.  Somes."]  You  have  stated  that  the  master  of  one  of  the  vessels  you 
alluded  to  had  stated  that  he  knew  nothing  of  the  Trinity  House  notices  ; is  that 
generally  the  case  with  masters  of  ships,  or  are  you  aware  that  some  thousands  of 
notices  are  circulated  by  the  Trinity  Corporation  as  soon  as  alterations  take  place, 
either  in  buoys,  beacons,  or  lighthouses,  at  all  the  custom-houses  and  public  places 
of  resort  for  masters  and  other  officers  of  ships? — I am  perfectly  aware  of  it,  but 
that  is  not  sufficient  to  make  sailors  read  them  and  attend  to  them.  My  opinion  is 
that  no  captain  of  a vessel  should  be  allowed  his  clearance  from  the  Custom 
House  until  he  has  signed  a receipt  for  the  Trinity  notices  which  affect  any  part 
of  the  coast  on  which  he  may  be  engaged.  Surely  a Trinity  notice  affecting  the 
alteration  of  a light-vessel  or  buoy,  upon  which  the  safety  of  the  navigation 
depends,  is  of  as  much  consequence  to  be  signed  for  at  the  Custom  House  as  the 
other  unimportant  ship’s  papers  which  the  captain  does  sign  for. 

2369.  Chairman.]  Have  you  any  further  observations  to  make  respecting  the 
Harwich  Lights  to  which  your  attention  has  been  called? — No. 

237°.  Mr.  Chapman.]  You  have  stated  that  these  lights  never  were  meant  to 
get  vessels  into  the  harbour  of  Harwich,  but  merely  up  from  sea  into  the  Rolling 
ground  ? — I beg  pardon,  I did  not  mean  to  state  that ; I have  sailed  into  Harwich 
Harbour  by  means  of  these  leading  lights  repeatedly. 

2371.  Do  you  mean  to  say  you  have  sailed  into  Harwich  Harbour  with  these 
lights  in  one  r — I have  sailed  up  to  and  past  the  beach  end,  which  is  the  point  in 
question,  by  these  leading  lights ; but  while  the  deep-water  channel  existed  close 
along  the  beach,  it  was  no  longer  necessary  to  use  them  in  going  into  the  harbour, 
because  we  then  kept  along  the  Suffolk  shore.  The  leading  mark  then  being 
(I  speak  of  the  year  1825)  the  Black  Granary  on  with  a window  in  Walton 
martello  tower. 

2372.  Allowing  as  you  do  the  efficiency  of  these  lights  to  lead  you  from  sea 
into  safe  anchorage,  in  the  Rolling  ground,  you  admit  you  cannot  make  use  of 
these  two  lights  in  one,  as  lights  are  always  placed  as  leading  marks  to  carry  you 
into  Harwich  Harbour? — Certainly  not ; I have  stated  so. 

2373-  Can  they  by  any  possibility  be  so  altered  by  pulling  down  either  light- 
house, and  altering  its  site,  as  to  lead  ships  into  the  harbour  of  Harwich  as  the 
channel  now  is? — I think  not;  I have  already  said  so;  but  if  I understand 
the  question  right,  it  would  imply  that  ships  having  been  once  led  safely  into  a 
good  anchorage,  nothing  more  is  required.  This  I must  deny,  because  I know 
mat  in  an  easterly  gale  loaded  colliers  do  and  will  continue  to  run  into  Harwich 
-Harbour,  at  the  rate  of  200  and  300  in  a single  night,  whether  there  are  lights  or 

That  being  the  case,  I think  it  is  the  bounden  duty  of  those  whose  office  it 
ts  to  be  conservators  of  the  navigation  and  of  our  shipping,  to  place  such  an  addi- 
tional temporary  light  as  to  prevent  the  accidents  happening,  which  are  likely  to 
arise. 

2374-  Chairman .1  What  accidents  do  you  allude  to  ? — Vessels  going  on  shore 
on  the  beach. 

°*36.  T 2 2375.  Then 
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Cftpt.  2375.  Then  as  the  lights  are  now  situated,  are  we  to  understand  that  vessels  do 

J. Washington, k.n.  run  ashore  for  want  of  the  additional  light? — I have  already  stated  two  cases 
q“-  an(*  I may  refer  to  my  report  to  the  Admiralty  of  the  21st  of  December  1844 
S2  1 ay  1 45-  when  the  Hei’o  was  wrecked  on  the  beach,  and  the  whole  of  the  crew  save  one 
perished  under  my  own  eyes. 

2376.  Was  that,  in  your  opinion,  for  want  of  the  proper  light,  the  necessity  of 
which  you  had  represented? — I am  aware  that  may  be  a matter  of  doubt;  but  I 
will  explain  to  the  Committee  upon  what  I found  my  opinion  that  it  certainly  was 
so,  and  upon  which  I felt  myself  bound  to  report  to  the  Admiralty  that  it  was  so 
The  only  survivor  of  the  unfortunate  crew  was  one  of  the  seamen,  who,  upon 
inquiry,  stated  the  mate  was  at  the  helm  ; it  was  blowing  an  easterly  gale.  This 
man  went  aft  to  the  mate,  and  said,  “ Take  care,  Jack,  what  you  arc  about;  don’t 
run  us  on  shore.”  The  mate  replied,  “Never  mind,  Bill ; when  we  get  a hundred 
yards  further  the  leading  lights  will  be  in  one,  and  then  we  shall  be  all  right.’’ 

2377.  Do  we  understand  you  to  say,  that  from  the  examination  of  the  onlv  sur- 
vivor of  the  crew  of  that  ship,  your  opinion  is  that  these  lights  being  so  placed 
misled  the  ship  and  caused  her  loss? — I have  so  stated,  and  I may  refer  to  one  of 
the  best  seamen  on  that  coast,  Mr.  Saxby,  the  commander  of  the  Scout  revenue 
cutter  (who  was  upon  the  beach  for  twenty  hours  on  that  very  21st  of  December,  in 
an  easterly  gale),  for  his  testimony  to  the  same  point. 

2378.  Then  what  has  been  done,  with  your  knowledge,  to  prevent  the  recur- 
rence of  the  like  loss  in  future  ? — Absolutely  nothing.  I beg  to  refer  for  infor- 
mation to  my  report  to  the  Admiralty  of  the  21st  of  December  1844,  and  the 
answer  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Trinity  House  to  it. 

2379.  Have  you  any  further  observations  to  make  respecting  the  Harwich 
Lights?— No. 

2380.  Mr.  Somes.]  Have  yon  any  observations  to  make  on  the  placing  of  other 
lights,  buoys,  or  beacons  from  the  Nore  Light  down  to  Harwich  ? — Yes.  I am  of 
opinion  that  the  Swin  Middle  Light  might  be  much  better  placed  than  she  is;  the 
Swin  Middle  Light  is  placed  at  the  south-west  end  of  the  middle  sand.  Now, 
vessels  running  up  from  the  Sunk  Light,  which  is  at  a distance  of  15  miles,  have 
no  light  ahead  to  steer  for,  and  are  obliged  to  make  three  courses  to  get  to  the 
Maplin  ; whereas  if  the  Swin  Light  were  moved  a mile  lower,  and  placed  where  the 
present  red  WhitakarBuoy  is,  vessels  would  have  to  make  but  two  direct  courses; 
and  as  we  know  that  steamers  do  and  will  run  up  at  all  hours  of  the  night,  it  seems 
to  me  that  the  lights  should  be  so  placed  as  to  guide  them  in  the  best  way;  that  is, 
they  should  either  run  direct  to  them  or  direct  from  them.  I am  of  opinion  that  in 
placing  lights  the  endeavour  should  be,  if  possible,  so  to  place  them  that  the  light 
should  either  say,  “ Come  to  me,”  or  “ Go  from  me  whereas  at  present  it  is  a 
bow  and  a quarter  bearing,  which  every  sailor  knows  is  an  extremely  inconvenient 
one  in  guiding  a ship. 

2381.  Have  you  ever  represented  that  to  the  Trinity  Corporation,  or  to  the 
Admiralty? — I must  explain  to  the  Committee,  that  in  the  course  of  the  survey 
there  are  so  many  different  points  to  attend  to,  that  the  Swin  not  being  imme- 
diately the  part  ot  which  I was  directed  to  make  a detailed  survey,  I only  entered 
such  a thing  in  my  note-book;  and  when,  on  the  10th  of  this  month,  I gave  up  a 
temporary  command  of  the  Blazer,  I searched  through  my  note-book,  and  embo- 
died all  I had  to  say  on  buoys  and  beacons  which  had  come  to  my  knowledge  ia 

Sec  Appendix,  a letter  I had  occasion  to  write  to  the  Hydrographcr  of  the  Admiralty,  which  may 
be  had  by  the  Committee,  if  called  for. 

2382.  Have  you  visited  the  light-vessels,  boarded  any  of  them  occasionally, 
going  down  h’0111  the  Swin  to  Harwich  ? — I believe  I have  visited  every  light-vessel 
in  the  Nortli  Sea;  that  is,  been  actually  on  board. 

23$3*  You  have  visited  most  of  the  lighthouses  on  shore,  I think  you  said?— * 
Many  of  them. 

2384.  Have  you  any  complaints  to  make  of  the  management  of  these  light 
houses  ? — On  the  contrary,  I have  stated  repeatedly  the  extreme  brilliancy  and 
efficiency  of  the  lights  upon  the  coast  of  England. 

23S5-  You  consider  them  well  managed  upon  the  whole? — Extremely  well 
managed  in  respect  of  the  lighting;  of  course  the  question  does  not  go  to  the 
detail  of  the  expense. 

2386.  But  yet  you  said  you  considered  the  keepers  were  not  the  sort  of  men 
who  should  be  appointed  by  the  Trinity  Corporation  to  manage  the  lights  ? — I said 
I did  not  consider  the  Trinity  district  agents  who  were  resident  upon  the  coast 

were 
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were  the  class  of  men  they  ought  to  be ; at  the  same  time  I am  glad  of  the  oppor- 
tunity of  making  an  exception  in  favour  of  the  Trinity  agent  at  Yarmouth,  Mr. 
Davy,  and  the  agent  at  Wells,  Mr.  Race,  both  of  whom  are  highly  intelligent  and 
efficient  servants  "of  the  Trinity  Corporation. 

2387.  Have  you  any  complaint  to  make  of  any  other  agents  ? — No,  no  com- 
plaint to  make. 

2388.  Chairman.']  Have  you  any  instance  to  state  where  any  shipwreck  took 
place  in  consequence  of  the  conduct  of  the  agents? — No  ; on  the  contrary,  I said 
I thought  the  management  was  very  efficient. 

2389.  Upon  what  grounds  do  you  recommend  a different  class  of  agents  should 
he  appointed  ? — I must  explain  to  the  Committee;  the  best  way  of  placing  a light- 
vessel,  a buoy,  or  a beacon,  is  by  taking  angles  between  three  objects  on  shore, 
or  by  one  angle  and  a transit,  and  so  fixing  its  accurate  position.  I am  of 
opinion  that  the  present  resident  Trinity  agents  have  not  the  sort  of  education 
which  enables  them  to  do  that;  and  the  consequence  is,  that  any  change  which 
occurs  in  the  buoys  must  be  referred  to  the  Trinity  House.  Most  likely  two  or 
three  of  the  Elder  Brethren  would  take  the  trouble  to  come  down  in  their  steam- 
yacht,  examine  the  spot,  and  even  place  the  buoy ; whereas,  if  an  educated  class  of 
men,  such  as  masters  in  the  navy,  were  there,  and  authorized  to  make  all  the 
necessary  alterations  the  moment  they  heard  of  the  necessity  for  it  from  the 
different  vessels  which  passed,  or  from  the  pilots,  I think  the  work  would  be 
better  done. 

2390.  Do  you  mean,  in  the  case  of  a buoy  breaking  loose,  that  the  agent  upon 
the  spot  should  have  power  immediately  to  replace  that,  and  not  to  report  it  to 
the  Trinity  House? — Yes.  I believe  he  has  the  power  in  the  case  of  a buoy 
breaking  loose.  I mean,  to  make  an  alteration  in  a buoy,  in  consequence  of 
a change  in  its  position  from  the  sand  shifting  ; that  is  the  power  I wish  to  give 
him. 

2391.  Do  you  consider  the  agents  anywhere  upon  the  coast  should  be  allowed 
to  alter  the  position  of  a buoy  placed  by  the  deliberate  determination  of  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Trinity  House  ? — If  it  is  of  urgent  necessity,  certainly. 

2392.  Admiral  Dundas.]  Has  not  every  agent  at  the  different  ports  buoys 
ready  to  put  down  the  moment  a wreck  takes  place,  or  a shoal  is  found  out,  with 
the  word  “ dangerous”  in  large  letters  ? — I believe  so. 

2393.  Sir  G.  Clerk.]  Can  you  state  any  instance  of  inconvenience  arising  from 
the  agent’s  not  having  the  power  to  replace  a buoy  in  what  he  would  consider  a 
proper  situation,  either  from  the  buoy  having  drifted,  or  from  the  sand  having 
shifted  its  position  ? — I will  mention  one  instance,  which  is  the  first  that  occurs  to 
me  : upon  running  into  Lowestoft  Roads,  blowing  heavily,  the  ship  I commanded 
struck  upon  a sand  called  the  Inner  Shoal ; I immediately  steamed  back  to 
Yarmouth,  and  informed  the  agent,  and  recommended  that  the  buoy  should  be 
immediately  moved,  as  it  was  dangerous  to  navigation.  He  did  not  pay  any 
attention  to  that,  further  than  to  send  my  letter  to  the  Trinity  Board ; and  at  the 
end  of  48  hours,  when  he  received  his  answer,  the  buoy  was  shifted  accordingly, 
if  I remember  right ; but  I am  speaking  of  a circumstance  which  occurred  four 
years  ago. 

2394.  Did  he  inform  you  he  had  no  power  to  replace  the  buoy  ? — Yes. 

2395.  Did  the  agent  understand  from  you  that  the  improper  position  of  the 
buoy  at  the  time  arose  from  the  sand  having  shifted,  or  from  the  buoy  itself 
having  drifted  ? — From  the  sand  having  shifted. 

2396.  The  buoy  was  in  the  same  position  in  which  it  had  been  originally  laid 
down  by  the  Trinity  House  ? — Yes. 

2397.  Ho  you  consider  it  would  be  right  that  an  agent  should  have  the  power 
to  alter  the  position  of  buoys  that  have  been  laid  down  by  the  Corporation,  without 
communicating  with  the  Elder  Brethren? — Unquestionably,  when  the  necessity  is 
urgent.  The  Committee  must  be  aware  that  hundreds  of  vessels  pass  through 
Yarmouth  Roads  in  a north-east  gale,  and  run  up  towards  Lowestoft ; I have 
myself  counted  1 50  sail  at  once.  It  is  possible  that  every  one  of  these  vessels  may 
have  passed  over  the  shoal  in  question,  every  one  of  these  vessels  being  loaded 
colliers,  drawing  more  water  than  the  ship  I commanded,  in  which  I had  struck 
the  bottom  ; and  I ask  if  that  was  not  a case  of  urgent  necessity,  to  save  the  wreck 
of  possibly  hundreds  of  vessels  ? So  far  from  a sand  requiring  24  hours  to  shift  its 
•place,  it  is  within  my  own  knowledge  to  say  that  sands  may  grow  up  in  a gale  of 
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Capt.  wind  in  a few  hours ; and  this  buoy  is  directly  in  the  fair  way  passage  close  to  tlip 

I^Washivgtm, R. n.  ]ighfc- vesSel. 

71  sT"  2398.  How  near  were  you  to  the  buoy  at  the  time  you  struck  the  sand?—, 
ay  45-  Within  50  yards,  if  my  memory  serves  me  right. 

2399.  Mr.  Chapman .]  You  have  stated  that  in  two  instances  you  were  quite 

satisfied  with  the  district  agents  ; are  you  acquainted  with  Captain  Love? I am 

aware  that  Captain  Love  has  been  recently  appointed  district  agent  for  the  south 
coast  of  England,  and  I heartily  rejoice  at  it,  for  it  is  what  I have  been  always 
recommending  should  be  the  case  upon  all  the  coasts  of  Great  Britain  ; only  I think 
an  officer  of  lower  rank  would  be  more  appropriate  for  the  situation.  I beo-  to  add 
that  my  observations  applied  to  the  east  coast  only. 

2400.  Mr.  Somes.']  Have  you  any  other  observations  to  make  in  answer  to 
questions  put  to  you  about  buoys,  beacons,  and  light-vessels,  from  the  Nore  to 
Harwich  ? — Not  that  I recollect  at  this  moment  on  that  immediate  district ; a little 
further  north  I would  recommend  a middle  buoy  to  be  placed,  on  the  Ship  Wash 
Shoal,  which  is  seven  miles  long,  ancl  one  of  the  most  dangerous  shoals  in  the 
North  Sea  ; or  still  better,  a safety  beacon. 

2401.  Are  there  not  buoys  upon  the  two  ends  of  that  shoal,  the  S.  W.  and 
N.  E.  ? — Yes. 

2402.  And  you  would  recommend  a middle  buoy? — Yes.  I would  add,  with 
respect  to  the  Swin,  as  well  as  generally  in  the  North  Sea,  I would  abolish  all 
white  buoys.  No  one  can  ever  see  a white  buoy  ; 1 have  repeatedly  been  within 
a cable’s  length  of  the  South  Ship  Wash  buoy  and  the  Si/.cwell  Bank  buoy; 
I have  had  them  under  the  bows  and  not  been  able  to  see  them,  owing  to  their 
clingy  white  colour.  In  my  opinion  all  white  buoys  should  at  once  "be  made 
chequered,  or  whatever  other  colour  the  Trinity  Board  be  pleased  to  adopt. 
Further,  I am  of  opinion  that  all  the  leading  Channel  buoys  should  be  made  tall 
spiral  buoys,  such  as  that  recently  placed  at  the  S.  W.  end  of  the  Ship  Wash, 
which  is  a remarkably  beautiful  buoy,  the  finest  I have  ever  seen  in  any  part  of  the 
North  Sea,  and  visible  at  a distance  of  10  miles.  I may  explain  to  the  Com- 
mittee, that  in  my  opinion,  during  the  last  20  years,  the  system  of  navigation,  so 
to  speak.,  has  entirely  changed.  Since  the  introduction  of  steam-boats,  and  since  the 
enormous  demand  in  London  for  coals,  vessels  do  and  will  run  bv  night,  colliers 
as  well  as  steamers ; the  necessity  therefore  for  extremely  good  lighting  and 
buoying  is  urgent,  and  1 think  that  we  should  adapt  ourselves  to  altered  circum- 
stances. I am  aware  that  the  Trinity  Board  within  the  last  10  years,  since  the 
last  House  of  Commons  Committee  on  Lighthouses,  have  done  a very  great  deal 
towards  the  improvement  of  lightage;  but  I think  the  buoying  of  our  coasts  is 
still  in  far  from  an  efficient  state,  and  particularly  with  respect  to  those  buoys 
I have  mentioned,  and  others  at  the  south  entrance  to  the  Thames. 

2403.  Have  you  made  any  report  to  the  Admiralty  that  you  considered  another 
buoy  was  requisite  upon  the  middle  of  the  Ship  Wash  Shoal  ?— Not  in  writing, 
except  in  the  general  report  to  which  I have  already  alluded,  of  the  10th  of  May; 
which  the  Admiralty,  owing  to  my  extreme  occupation,  have  only  just  received. 

2404.  Have  you  any  further  observations  to  make  as  to  improvements  from  the 
Noie  Light  down  to  the  Ship  Wash? — Not  that  I remember  at  this  moment, 
beyond  what  I have  stated. 

2405.  Are  there  any  improvements  you  would  recommend  from  the  Ship  Wash 
t0.  . , r.m?ut  1 ■ *es>  t*ie  Sizewell  Bank  buoy  should  be  made  conspicuous, 
winch  it  is  not  at  present;  being  painted  white  ; and  I think  the  Stamford  light- 
vessel  might  be  moved  a short  distance  higher  up  with  advantage,  more  especially 
with  reference  to  the  New  Stamford  passage  and  the  shoaling  of  Pakefield  Gat. 

240b.  Is  there  any  alteration  which  you  can  suggest  from  Yarmouth  to  Cromer? 

1 W0.i  Ulge  upon  tlle  Trinity  Corporation  to  do  their  utmost  to 

render  the  Cockle  Gat  a fixed  light,  by  placing  it  upon  Mitchell’s  screw  piles  upon 
the  dbow  of  the  Cockle  Sand.  The  Mapiin  Light  is  so  erected,  and  of  course 
all  fixed  hghts  are  far  better  than  floating  lights;  and  although  the  depth  of  water 
is  three  fathoms,  I am  of  opinion  there  would  be  uo  insurmountable  difficulty  in  so 
placing  it.  A middle  buoy,  or  rather  a safety  beacon,  is  wanting  on  Hasbro’ Sand 

2407.  Is  there  any  foundation  you  can  get  at ’—Only  the  sand. 

‘ v..r‘  ^°ffand  Is  it  within  your  knowledge  that  a screw  pile  lighthouse 
upon  tne  Kish  Bank,  near  Dublin,  was  washed  away?— Yes,  but  the  sea  there  is 
of  a very  different  character. 

-409.  Chairman .3  Have  you  any  further  observations  to  make  with  reference 

to 
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to  the  last  question  ?— I think  a buoy  is  required  upon  the  ledge  off  Flamborouo-h 
Head  ; I think  another  buoy  is  required  at  Filey  Brigg,  and  a third  at  Whitby 
Scar ; and  I particularly  w ish  that  the  Lower  l’arn  Light  should  be  placed  on  the 
Meg  Stone  Rock,  instead  of  Farn  Island,  where  it  is.  The  two  leading  lights  are 
now  less  than  a cable’s  length  apart.  The  consequence  of  that  is,  that  it  is  very 
difficult  to  steer  by  them  between  the  Gold  Stone  and  the  Plouvh  Shoals-  one 
consequence  of  which  was,  I believe,  the  wreck  of  the  Pegasus.  Besides  that, ’some 
preventive  houses  (I  believe  they  are),  built  lately  upon  Fain  Island,  and  painted 
white,  exactly  like  the  lighthouses,  cause  confusion.  Off  Fifeness,  though  I do 
not  believe  it  is  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Trinity  Corporation,  1 may  mention 
that  the  Carr  Beacon  should  be  made  three  times  as  large  as  it  is ; and  then  we 
should  not  have  heard  of  the  wreck  of  the  Windsor  Castle,  which  occurred  there 
about  six  months  ago.  The  Prince’s  Channel  into  the  Thames  wants  buoying, 
and  the  whole  of  the  buoys  in  the  Wallet  want  replacing 

2409*.  Mr.  Chapman .]  As  you  are  an  experienced  navigator,  the  Committee  are 
anxious  to  know  whether  you  would  not  recommend  all  vessels  to  go  outside  of  the 

Barn  Islands  in  the  night,  rather  than  encounter  the  dangerous  passage  within  ? 

By  all  means  ; but,  as  I stated  before,  we  cannot  control  vessels.  They  will  a0  jn 
m spite  of  all  we  can  do.  J & * 

2410.  Mr.  Somes.']  You  stated,  in  answer  to  question  2277,  that  you  considered 

the  constitution  of  the  Trinity  Board  was  defective  ; have  vou  anything  to  suggest 
lor  the  improvement  of  that  Board?— The  subject  is  far  too  large  for  me  to  o-o 
into,  and  I would  rather  not  say  more  than  refer  to  the  answer  o-iven  to  the 
question.  0 

2411.  You  also  stated  that  you  considered  the  management  of  the  lights  mi^ht 
be  conducted  on  as  good  a principle,  for  one-third  the  amount  of  the  present  expen- 
diture; what  alteration  would  you  suggest  for  the  purpose  of  effecting  that  saving 
— 1 arn  not  prepared  to  state  more  than  that  I consider  the  lights  might  be  main- 
tained at  one-third  the  amount  of  the  dues  at  present  received. 

2412.  Chairman.]  Can  you  explain  more  fully  in  what  way  the  expenses  mioht 

be  reduced  r— I cannot  do  that  without  considering  the  whole  subject,  which  I am 
not  able  to  do  at  this  moment. 

2413.  Admiral  Bandas.']  Have  you  ever  observed  any  extravagance  in  the 

management  of  the  lighthouse  department,  or  any  expenditure  you  considered 
unnecessary  ?— No,  I have  not.  J 


Bernard  Hebeler,  Esq.  called  in;  and  Examined. 

2414.  Chairman .]  ARE  you  Prussian  Consul  in  London  ?— Prussian  Consul- 
general. 

,2415-  Are  acquainted  with  the  system  of  lighthouses  in  Prussia,  and  what 
charges  are  made?— I have  resided  30  years  in  this  country,  and  have  hardly  ever 
seen  any  of  the  lights  we  have  in  Prussia. 

2416.  Do  you  know  in  what  way  or  by  whom  the  lighthouses  are  maintained  ? 
iney  are  maintained  by  the  government. 

241 7.  'What  charge  is  made  upon  shipping  for  light  dues  ; is  there  any  sepa- 
ra  e charge  for  light  dues  upon  the  shipping  of  Prussia  ?— The  charges  for 
pilotage,  light  and  harbour  dues,  are  fixed  by  royal  ordinances  at  the  different 
ports  and  slightly  vary  according  to  the  distance  from  the  sea,  and  the  number 
of  lights  and  beacons. 

• i4j8'  .)V'hat  ®re  tlle  cf>ai'ges  for? — They  are  called  harbour  dues,  but  they 
from  hvh^S’pilot15’  ^ harbour  dues’  Here  >'ou  have  harbour  dues  separate 

e„241-9TS  !hel;e  0ne  charge  made  upon  each  ship,  for  all  the  expenses  which 
occur  in  the  harbour  at  one  time  ?— Yes. 

2420.  And  that  is  done  by  royal  ordinance? — Yes. 

2421.  Is  it  so  much  per  ton? — Per  last. 

lighte!andDportcttrgeDsdade  Pil°tS’  “ We'‘  “ P°rt  ^ges  r-It  includes  pilots, 

ol!3'  kn  fa?t.’„eT.ery  exPense  a ship  is  liable  to?— Yes,  as  far  as  I know. 
424;,°ne  bl11  discharges  the  whole?— Yes;  but  I should  say  this,  that  these 
io  JhT-  a'e  S°me  len8th’  and  a great  variety  of  small  items  are 
feted  r°  thl*’  P™Perly  speaking,  these  ordinances  ought  to  be  trans- 

ateo  and  placed  before  the  Committee.  I have  looked  at  the  port  of  Dantzic, 
T 4 where. 


C'apt. 

J.  JVashingtoH,  r.n. 


22  May  1845. 


B.  Hebeler,  Esq. 
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J3.  Helcler,  Esq.  where,  by  the  royal  ordinance  of  18th  October  1838,  the  following  rates  were 

fixed : for  a ship  laden  inward,  1 1 silver  groschen  per  last,  for  pilotage,  lio-ht 

22  May  1845.  anci  harbour  dues,  or  about  is.  6d.  per  normal  last,  equal  to  about  1 h tons  British  * 
say  about  10/.  for  a vessel  of  2C0  tons  burthen. 

2425.  Do  these  charges  vary  in  the  different  ports? — They  do  slightly. 

2426.  Is  there  any  difference  between  Prussian  and  foreign  ships? — No,  they 
are  all  alike. 

2427.  There  are  no  double  dues  ? — No. 

2428.  Do  ships  in  ballast  pay  the  same  as  ships  in  cargo? — One-half. 

2429.  Do  vessels,  carrying  only  a small  quantity  of  cargo,  pay  the  same  as  if 
they  were  full  ? — They,  in  such  case,  pay  as  ballast  ships  only. 

2430.  Admrial  Dundas.]  Do  foreign  vessels  pay  the  same  duties  as  Prussian 
vessels  r — They  pay  no  more. 

2431.  Lord  Palmerston^]  All  foreign  vessels,  or  those  of  nations  that  have 
reciprocity  treaties?  — The  ordinances  make  no  distinction;  they  merely  say, 
vessels  entering  the  port  with  cargo,  or  in  ballast. 

2432.  How  long  has  that  equality  of  dues  between  Prussian  ships  and  all 
foreign  ships  existed  ? — I referred  to  the  royal  ordinance  with  regal’d  to  the  port 
of  Dantzie,  which  is  dated  in  1838. 

2433.  Admiral  Dundas .]  Then  in  fact  the  lights  are  paid  by  this  duty  which 
the  government  exacts  from  ships  going  in? — Yes;  pilotage,  lights,  and  all 
charges  are  included  in  that  one  duty. 

3434.  The  merchant  pays  that  one  charge,  and  the  government  maintains  that 
light? — Yes,  and  pays  the  pilots  at  the  different  ports. 

2435.  Chairman.']  Does  the  Government  pay  the  pilots  so  much  per  month? 
— In  all  the  Prussian  sea-ports  the  pilots  are  paid  by  government,  at  about  the 
following  rates  : namely,  the  common  mariner  24  r.d.  or  about  3/.  105.  per 
month  ; the  upper  pilot  30  r.d.,  or  about  4/.  10  s.  per  month;  commander  of  the 
station,  1,200  r.d.,  or  about  200/.  per  annum. 

2436.  That  is  paid  by  the  government? — By  the  government. 

2437.  How  far  do  pilots  go  out  to  meet  vessels? — The  Dantzie  pilots  meet  the 
inward-bound  vessels  at  the  distance  of  from  five  to  ten  English  miles  in  the 
open  sea. 

2438.  And  in  other  ports  proportionally  ? — I should  say  so. 

2439.  Is  every  vessel  obliged  to  take  a pilot?— By  the  law  of  Prussia,  every 
native  captain  is  bound  to  receive  a pilot,  and  is  at  any  rate  subject  to  the  charge 
of  one. 

2440.  And  foreign  vessels  too? — I imagine  so.  I know  every  Prussian  cap- 
tain is  ; he  is  bound  to  do  so,  under  a heavy  penalty. 

2441 . Then  the  pilots  being  paid  and  the  lighthouses  maintained  by  govern- 
ment, whether  vessels  take  pilots  or  not  they  would  be  charged  their  proportion 
in  one  sum  ? — Exactly. 

2442.  Are  you  able  to  state  what  proportion  the  charge  for  lighthouses,  pilots, 
and  harbour  dues  in  Prussia,  bears  to  what  Prussian  ships  pay  in  London  ? — Prus- 
sian captains  arriving  in  London  have  often  complained  to  the  Consul-general  of 
the  high  rates  for  pilotage ; rarely,  however,  of  those  for  lights.  The  mode  of  rating 
the  former  below  Orfordness  is  more  particularly  considered  a grievance,  being  alike 
for  all  vessels  of  less  than  14  feet  draught  of  water,  say  9 to  12  feet,  the  usual 
draught  of  Prussian  vessels.  The  heavy  charge  of  1 s.  3 d.  per  ton  for  ballast,  if 
received  in  the  river,  and  15.  7 d.  in  dock,  where  Prussian  vessels  generally 
take  it  in,  is  likewise  much  complained  of;  (a  vessel  of  200  tons  burthen  requiring 
about  120  tons,  at  a cost  in  the  latter  case  of  9 1.  10  s.)  The  following  are  about 
the  charges  attached  to  a Prussian  vessel,  arriving  at  and  sailing  from  the  port  of 
London,  of  200  tons  burthen:  pilotage  about  25?.,  light  and  Trinity  dues  about 
5 ?.,  ballast  about  g l.  1 0 s.,  harbour  clues  1 d.  per  ton  1 L,  in  all  about  40  /.  10  s. ; 
whereas  these  charges  would  amount  in  Dantzie  to  no  more  than  about  20  if 
arriving  and  leaving  with  cargo;  but  only  about  15?.  if  arriving  in  ballast,  as  is 
generally  the  case. 

2443.  Is  the  Committee  to  understand  from  that  calculation,  that  a ship  entering 
Dantzie  pays  only  one-half  the  amount  which  a ship  of  the  same  size  would  pay 
for  the  same  charges  in  London? — Exactly  so;  20 /.  instead  of  40  l.  105.  with 
cargo,  and  15Z.  if  arriving  in  ballast,  as  most  British  vessels  do.  They  almost 
invariably  arrive  in  Dantzie  in  ballast,  and  the  rate  inward  bein'*  only  one-half, 

0 that 
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that  reduces  it  to  15/.;  but  that  makes  no  difference  in  the  port  of  London ; 
whether  they  arrive  with  cargo  or  in  ballast,  the  charge  is  nearly  as  hioh. 

2444.  Are  you  not  aware  that  lighthouse  dues  are  not  charged  in  London  for 
ships  in  ballast  ? — I am  not  certain  of  it. 

2445.  Admiral  Dundas. ] Where  are  the  Sound  dues  paid  ? — They  are  paid  at 
Elsenore. 

2446.  What  is  the  amount  of  the  Sound  dues  ? — It  depends  on  the  cargo  ; the 
article  pays  the  duty  chiefly ; and  the  ship  of  about  200  tons,  about  4/.  to  $1. 

2447.  What  would  a cargo  of  wheat  of  200  tons  pay  ? — I think  about  30  /. 

2448-  Chairman.']  Of  that  40/.  which  you  have  stated  a vessel  may  be 

required  to  pay  in  the  port  of  London,  what  proportion  goes  to  the  corporation 
of  the  City  ?— The  harbour  dues,  which  are  only  about  1 /.  according  to  my 
calculation  upon  a vessel  of  200  tons,  appear  to  be  the  only  charge  that  is  paid  to 
the  corporation. 

2449.  At  what  distance  do  Prussian  ships  coming  to  the  port  of  London  take  a 
pilot?— I should  say  from  Yarmouth  or  Lowestoft,  which  is  about  100  miles. 

2450.  And  the  pilot  at  Dantzic  only  goes  out  about  10  miles? — Yes. 

2451.  Do  your  shipowners  consider  these  charges  as  heavy? — The  charge  for 
ballast,  in  particular,  is  considered  heavy.  In  Dantzic  you  can  obtain  ballast  for 
a trifle,  say  1 l.  to  2 1. ; in  fact,  all  ships  arrive  in  ballast,  and  are  glad  to  transfer 
their  ballast.  When  you  have  to  pay  nearly  10/.  for  120  tons  of  ballast,  which  a 
ship  of  200  tons  requires,  it  strikes  me  as  a very  high  charge  indeed. 

2452.  Mr.  Somes.]  Are  you  aware  that  a foreign  ship  has  an  advantage  over 
British  ships  in  London,  as  their  own  men  can  take  the  ballast  on  board,  and  we 
pay  1 s.  a ton  for  putting  it  on  board  ? — I am  not  aware  of  such  advantage.  If 
the  crews  of  foreign  vessels  could  not  be  made  to  do  their  duty,  the  masters  would 
have  to  pay  equally  as  much  for  putting  it  on  board  as  British  captains  do. 

2453.  Are  pilots  in  Prussia  licensed? — Every  sea  pilot  in  Prussia  must  have 
served  either  as  captain  or  mate,  and  must  have  passed  his  examination  in  one  or 
the  other  capacity. 


Mr.  Duncan  Dunbar , called  in  ; and  Examined. 

2454-  Chairman.]  ARE  you  a Shipowner  in  London  ?— I am. 

2455.  How  long  have  you  been  so? — Since  1828. 

24.56.  Mr.  Somes.]  You  are  a considerable  shipowner? — Yes. 

2457.  Chairman.]  Have  you  given  your  attention  to  the  present  system  of 
light  dues : — Only  so  far  as  paying  them. 

2458.  Have  you  any  objection  to  the  amount  ? — I think  they  are  a very  heavy 

charge  upon  our  shipping.  I have  in  my  hand  a list  of  to  ships,  upon  which 
1 Pay  305 '■  SS.  a year.  r 

2459-  What  is  the  tonnage  of  those  to  ships?— About  6,700  tons  new  mea- 
surement. 

Wal4es°‘  ^ VVhat  trade  are  they  empl°yed  ?— To  the  East  Indies  and  New  South 

2461.  And  the  annual  amount  of  light  dues  upon  them  is  365Z.  5s.  ? — Yes. 

2462.  Can  you  state  what  per-centage  that  bears  upon  the  freight? — I have 
not  made  that  calculation. 

2463.  Mr.  Somes.]  Your  ships  are  employed  upon  distant  voyages  chiefly; 
they  do  not  often  come  into  the  port  of  London  ?— Generally  once  a year. 

2464.  Chairman.]  Are  you  able  to  compare  what  you  pay  for  lights'  in  England 

with  what  is  paid  elsewhere  ?— No.  3 0 

2465.  Then  in  what  way  do  you  consider  the  charge  is  heavy  ? — The  navy  who- 
tienye  the  benefit  of  the  lights,  is  exempt,  and  I consider  the  shipowners  are  taxed 

the  benefit  of  the  country  at.large.  Lights  from  which  the  navy  derive  benefit 
aie  paid  for  by  us  ; we  are  compelled  also  in  the  merchant  service,  which  I con- 
sider a very  great  hardship,  to  carry  five  or  six  boys  expressly  to  make  seamen  for 
nc  navy.  I consider  if  we  are  compelled  to  rear  a sec  of  seamen  for  the  navy,  we 

t0  Pay  far  the  1!ghts  the  benefit  of  the  navy;  that  the  country  at  large 
should  bear  that  charge.  J 0 

. 24<fo.  You  consider  that  the  navy,  using  the  lighthouses,  ought  in  some  decree 

to  contribute  to  their  expense  ?— Certainly?  & 

State’  !hat  besides  the  charge  for  the  lights,  you  are  compelled  to 
^apprcnuces,  which  you  consider  also  an  additional  expense  and  which  other- 

U wisp. 


B.  Hcbeler , Esq. 
22  May  1845. 


Mr.  D.  Dunbar. 
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Mr.  D.  Dunbar.  y0U  -w  ould  not  keep  ?—  Certainly.  I sent  six  boys  the  other  day  to  Quebec,  at  a 
— considerable  expense,  and  I would  rather  have  had  two  men. 

22  May  1845.  2468.  you  do  not  object  to  rearing  seamen  for  the  navy,  but  you  complain  of 

the  commercial  shipping  only  being  compelled  to  bear  that  extra  expense?— 
I think  the  burden  should  be  made  general,  as  it  is  for  the  public  benefit. 

2469.  You  have  never  made  any  calculation  of  what  proportion  these  charges 
bore  to  the  freight  or  profits? — Never. 

2470.  Has  the  business  of  shipowners  lately  been  profitable  ?— I think  it  is 
very  fair ; I have  been  buying  ships  as  fast  as  I could  get  money  to  buy  them 
with. 

2471.  Then  your  object  in  coming  here  is  to  obtain  relief  from  paying  the  light 
dues,  desiring  that  the  public  should  bear  it  as  a general  national  expense?— 
I think  that  would  be  but  just. 

2472.  Is  that  an  opinion  generally  entertained  by  shipowners  ? — I think  it  is. 

2473.  Have  you  any  objection  to  state  what  the  per  centage  of  profit  is  upon 
your  business  generally? — I do  not  think  I could. 

2474.  Admiral  Dundas.']  It  would  materially  improve  your  returns  if  you  had 
no  lights  to  pay  for  ? — Yes  ; I should  save  700/.  a year  by  it. 

2475.  You  say  you  breed  seamen  for  the  navy,  by  having  boys? — Yes. 

2476.  Do  you  ever  take  seamen  on  board  your  ships,  after  they  have  become 
men,  who  have  been  in  the  navy?— Yes,  I believe  so  ; I do  not  ask  them  parti- 
cularly. 

2477.  You  do  not  ever  refuse  men  who  have  been  in  the  navy? — No. 

2478.  Have  you  found  them  good  seamen? — Yes. 

2479.  Then  they  breed  seamen  for  you  ? — Yes  ; but  they  first  get  them  from  us, 
and  we  take  them  back  again. 

2480.  Chaii'man.']  You  have  no  complaint  to  make  of  the  efficiency  of  the 
lights  or  the  buoys,  but  you  complain  only  of  the  expense  ? — I am  no  judge  of 
the  other  matters  ; I am  only  a shipowner  ; I never  was  at  sea. 

2481.  Your  objection  is  to  the  amount  paid? — Yes. 

2482.  And  you  consider  that  the  shipowners  ought  not  to  bear  theexpeuseof 
the  lights? — Yes.  I may  state  that  the  tonnage  of  the  country  has  increased  iu 
a most  enormous  proportion,  and  yet  we  pay  the  same  tax  to  the  Trinity  House; 
-whereas  I think  as  the  tonnage  increases  they  should  make  a reduction  to  meet  us. 
The  alteration  which  took  place  in  1839  in  the  mode  of  measurement,  also  made 
a difference.  By  the  old  tonnage,  upon  these  10  ships  I should  only  have  paid 
306/.,  giving  the  Trinity  House  the  benefit  of  59/.  5s. ; I think  a reduction  might 
have  been  made  to  have  met  that. 

2483.  Whilst  the  tonnage  has  increased,  are  you  not  aware  that  many  addi- 
tional lights  have  been  established  along  the  coast? — I am  not  aware  of  it. 

2484.  Have  you  any  other  observations  to  make  ? — I would  suggest,  that  if  this 
expense  be  not  paid  out  of  the  Government  money,  which  perhaps  they  would 
not  like,  the  shipowners  should  be  authorized,  when  they  receive  their  freight,  to 
demand  of  the  merchant  about  6d.  a ton  upon  the  goods  we  bring  home.  That 
would  make  it  be  borne  by  the  country  generally,  without  making  it  a direct  tax 
upon  the  shipowner. 

2485.  Is  there  anything  at  present  to  prevent  your  making  that  bargain  with 
the  merchant,  if  you  please  ? — No ; only  they  would  not  pay  it. 

2486.  Sir  G.  Clerk .]  If  the  charge  were  borne  by  Government,  would  you 
reduce  your  freights  6d.  per  ton  ?— No,  we  could  not  afford  that. 

2487.  Chairman .]  Then  you  contemplate  a reduction  being  made  in  the  light 
dues,  to  assist  in  increasing  the  profits  of  your  trade  ? — No  j I think  the  country 
should  pay  a part  of  the  expense ; the  navy  benefitting  by  the  lights,  it  should  fall 
upon  the  country  generally,  and  I should  pay  a tax  of  a ton  on  the  goods 
I import. 

2488.  Have  you  any  other  observations  to  make  ? — I am  not  aware  of  any. 


George  Frederick  Young , Esq.  called  in  ; .and  Examined. 

G.  F.  Young.  Esq,  2489.  ARE  you  a Shipowner  and  Shipbuilder  ? — Yes,  I am. 

2490.  Have  you  any  observations  to  make,  respecting  either  the  management 

of  the  lights,  or  the  amount  of  the  charges  for  the  lights  ? — I am  of  opinion  that 
as  long  as  the  charge  for  maintaining  the  lights  is  specifically  placed  upon  shipping 
the  shipowners  are  entitled  to  receive  the  benefit  of  those  lights  at  the  most  econo*1 

° micai 
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niical  rate  at  which  it  can  be  afforded  to  be  furnished.  I have  no  means  of  G.  F.  Young,  Esq 

knowing  whether  the  sums  charged  be  or  be  not  more  than  sufficient  for  the  pur-  —— 

pose,  except  from  the  information  I have  derived  from  published  documents,  from  22  May  l845- 

which  I am  led  to  the  inference  that  the  charge  made  upon  us  might  be  reduced 
without  any  diminution  of  the  efficiency  of  the  lights;  that  is  my  opinion. 

2491.  You  allude  to  the  reports  laid  before  Parliament  of  the  expenses  ? 

Yes,  I do. 

2492.  Will  you  state  in  what  particulars  you  think  reductions  might  be  made  ? 

—There  is  one  important  item  of  expenditure ; that  is  the  distribution  of  the 
charitable  fund  of  the  Trinity  Corporation,  amounting  I think,  last  year,  to  34,000 1. 

Upon  that  subject,  my  own  opinion  concurs  with  that  expressed  by  the  Committee 
on  Foreign  Trade,  in  their  report  in.  the  year  1 833.  I do  not  think  that  the 
charitable  fund  of  the  Trinity  Corporation  should  be  entirely  discontinued,  because 
they  are  directed  by  their  charter,  which  I have  in  my  hand',  specifically  to  appro- 
priate a certain  portion  of  the  dues  they  are  empowered  by  the  charter  to  levy  to 
such  charitable  purposes.  But  I have  been  unable  to  find,  with  the  exception  of 
the  case  of  the  Scilly  Light,  any  specification,  direction,  or  authority  to  them  for 
such  distribution  of  the  revenues  derived  from  lights.  The  charter  grants  authority 
to  them  only  in  reference  to  pilotage,  buoyage,  beaconage,  and  ballastage.  Their 
right  to  levy  the  light  dues  arises  from  the  patents  which  have  been  from  time  to 
time  granted  to  them  ; therefore  I think,  with  reference  to  the  charitable  funds 
that  so  far  as. that  portion  of  it  goes  which  is  derived  from  rates  imposed  under  an 
authority  which  requires  them  to  apply  the  surplus  to  charitable  purposes,  the 
direction  of  law  might  be,  and  ought.  to  be  strictly  adhered  to ; but  that,  in  re- 
ference to  those  lighthouses  as  to  which  there  is  no  specific  direction  in  point  of 
law,  vessels  are  entitled  to  have  the  benefit  of  those  lights,  only  paying  such  sums 
as  will  reimburse  the  costs  of  erection  and  maintenance. 

2493.  rl  hat  is,  you  object  to  any  portion  of  the  dues,  paid  under  the  title  of 
lighthouse  dues,  being  appropriated,  except  that  of  Scilly,  which  you  except,  to 
charitable  purposes  r — That  is  my  opinion,  that  it  ought  not  to  be. 

2494.  Is  that  opinion  now  generally  entertained  by  the  shipping  interest  ? — I 
believe  generally.  The  shipowners  do  not  correctly  understand  either  the  principle 
upon  which  the  dues  are  levied,  or  the  aggregate  amount  of  the  charge  made  : but 
finding  the  charge  for  lights  constituting  one  of  those  for  which  thev  have  to  pay 
a considerable  sum  of  money,  they  are  impatient  under  it,  entertaining  a general 
conviction  that  it  is  more  than  enough  to  compensate  for  the  benefit  they  receive. 

2495.  The  shipowners  do  not  complain  of  the  lights,  but  of  the  heavy  charge 
for  them?— I believe  the  shipowners  generally  are  well  satisfied  with  the  lights 
themselves  and  think  the  management  of  them  is  upon  the  whole  judicious; 
l am  satisfied  that  is  the  impression  that  generally  prevails  among  them. 

2496.  Do  your  objections  to  the  charge  extend  to  the  other  items,  such  as  bal- 
Jastage,  as  well  as  lights?— I have  not  myself  had  occasion  to  make  that  objection. 

1 am  not  so  conversant  with  those  branches  of  trade  in  which  ballastage  would 
jail  very  heavily  ; as  in  the  coal  trade  for  instance,  in  which  I never  had  a ship, 
in  the  foreign  trade  it  does  not  press  so  heavily  upon  us ; ships  do  not  often  go  out 
small 6 f°reign  trade  in  ballast  > the  quantity  we  take  is  therefore  comparatively 

2497  Have  you  ever  made  a calculation  of  the  per-centage  which  the  light- 
nouse  dues  bears  to  the  general  profits  of  your  concern  ? — I am  sorry  to  say,  if  I 
was  to  take  the  result  of  my  own  experience,  which  has  been  extensive,  during 
the  last  few  years,  I should  be  bound  to  acknowledge  that  the  result  has  been  a 
decided  and  considerable  loss  on  all  the  capital  I have  had  engaged  in  shipping  • 
that  there  has  been  no  profit  whatever,  but  on  the  contrary  a considerable  loss.  ’ 

2498.  Can  you  state  whether  the  shipping  interest  generally  is  in  that  state 
ooking  to  the  competition  with  foreign  States,  to  require  any  relief  which  the 
country  can  afford  ? — Beyond  all  question,  I think  both  the  stale  of  shipping  and 
o commerce  in  general  requires  that  the  carrying  trade  should  be  conducted  under 
ie  most  economical  arrangement  that  circumstances  will  permit.  I cannot  eon- 
erj’  as  a general  principle,  that  any  remission  of  charge  upon  shipping  will 
sofiitdy  come  necessarily  and  entirely  into  the  pocket  of  the  shipowners'.  It 
* a general  principle,  react  upon  freights,  but  still  I am  quite  satisfied  a 
reli  f01f  °*  U remain  in  the  hands  of  the  shipowners ; and  as  it  will  be  a 

e frdn  charge,  enabling  the  shipowner  to  navigate  more  cheaply,  we  may 
u 2 reasanably- 
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G F.  Young,  Esq.  reasonably  expect  an  extension  of  navigation,  from  which  an  indirect  benefit  mav 
— also  be  derived. 

22  May  1845.  2499.  Are  you  aware  of  the  charge  , for  collection  and  other  parts  of  the  ma- 

nagement of  the  lighthouses'3 — Yes,  I am  ; the  returns  exhibit  that  also;  and  I 
am  of  opinion  that  considerable  reductions  might  be  made  in  these  items. 

2500.  Are  you  aware,  from  the  report  of  1844,  that  the  amount  paid  for  col- 
lecting the  dues  alone  amounted  to  22,000  l.  in  the  preceding  year  ? — I am. 

2501.  Are  you  aware  that  the  expences  are  now  reduced  to  about  four  per  cent, 
on  the  average  ? — I believe  that  to  be  the  case. 

2502.  Do  you  consider  that  any  saving  beyond  that  could  be  effected  ?— I do 
not  think  it  is  a question  of  average.  I think  the  collection  of  small  sums  is 
attended  with  considerable  trouble,  and  may  be  very  indifferently  compensated  by 
a large  per-centage  charge  upon  the  amount  levied  ; while,  on  the  other  haud,  as 
in  the  case  of  Liverpool,  I consider  the  sums  paid  upon  the  collection  of  the 
lighthouse  dues  most  preposterous  and  extravagant. 

2503.  What  is  the  amount? — I think  2,700 1. 

2504.  In  the  same  manner  at  Newcastle,  Hull,  Glasgow,  Sunderland,  and  other 
places  where  there  is  shipping  to  a large  amount,  do  you  consider  the  charges 
for  collection  altogether  disproportionate? — I think,  if  I recollect  right,  the 
principle  was  recommended  by  the  former  Committee  of  this  House,  of  lettino- 
the  collection  to  those  who  would  take  it  on  the  lowest  terms,  giving  security;  as 
is  the  case  with  the  collection  of  most  description  of  dues.  I am  distinctly  of 
opinion,  a deduction  might  be  made  in  the  charge  for  collection. 

2505.  Are  there  any  other  observations  you  wish  to  make  ? — There  are  other 
items  of  expenditure  which  appear  larger  than  the  occasion  justifies. 

2506.  Will  you  state  what  they  are? — Under  the  whole  head  of  the  Trinity 
House  establishment,  in  my  opinion  (I  say  it  with  respect)  the  cost  of  the  general 
management,  as  it  appears  upon  the  face  of  the  return  in  reference  to  the  esta- 
blishment on  Tower  Hill,  is  greater  than  is  requisite  for  the  performance  of  the 
duties  which  are  discharged  in  reference  to  the  lights.  There  is  one  point  with 
regard  to  the  charitable  fund,  which  I think  the  published  accounts  do  not  exhibit 
in  a correct  mode  : by  the  mode  in  which  the  account  is  stated,  it  is  made  to 
appear  that  the  amount  levied  for  buoyage,  lastage,  and  beaconage,  not  being 
subjected  to  any  portion  of  the  charge  for  the  establishment  upon  Tower  Hill  and 
other  expenses,  a deficiency,  as  it  is  called  in  the  account,  in  the  charitable  fund, 
is  exhibited.  But  the  whole  surplus  of  the  light  dues,  less  the  proportion  which 
these  light  dues  ought  to  bear  to  the  whole  expenditure  of  the  corporation,  is  actual 
surplus,  which  is  applied  by  the  Trinity  Corporation  to  the  purposes  of  charity; 
but  the  account  does  not  so  exhibit  it.  I find  from  the  return  for  the  year  1843, 
now  before  me,  that  the  net  revenue  derived  from  the  lights  here  enumerated,  is 
143,868/.  I find  the  charge  of  maintaining  these  lights  is  77,566/.  13  s.  6 d., 
and  that  the  surplus  is  79,779  /•  7 s.  9 d. ; abating  therefore  from  that  sum  the 
proportion  of  the  expenses  of  the  Trinity  House  establishment  justly  chargeable  to 
the  lights,  the  whole  balance  would  appear  to  me  to  be  the  surplus  of  light  dues. 

2507.  Are  there  any  other  items  ? —I  think  it  would  be  far  more  correct  in 
principle,  and  much  more  convenient  and  satisfactory,  that,  the  whole  of  the 
lights  being  subject  to  one  jurisdiction,  the  charge,  if  it  is  to  be  defrayed  by  the 
shipping,  should  be  equal  and  uniform  for  every  light,  and  not  made  to  vary  upon 
any  consideration  of  the  expense  of  the  erection  or  the  maintenance  of  particular 
lights.  Thus,  if  the  aggregate  expenditure  for  the  maintenance  of  the  whole 
lights  would  be  met  by  a charge  of  a farthing  or  of  one-eighth  of  a penny  upon 
the  shipping  passing,  it  would  be,  in  my  opinion,  more  equitable,  more  convenient, 
and  more  satisfactory  to  make  that  charge. 

_ 2,508.  Are  you  aware  that  the  inequality  arises  from  the  lights  having  been  in 
different  rights,  partly  private  and  partly  public,  and  under  different  grants?— 
I am  aware  that  in  a great  degree  that  has  been  the  case ; but  the  charge  offered 
by  the  trade,  in  the  petitions  upon  which  the  patents  were  founded,  has  varied  from 
time  to  time  in  reference  to  the  estimated  expenditure  for  the  erection  of  the 
lights ; and  sometimes  these  petitioners  have  agreed  to  pay  a halfpenny,  while  io 
other  cases  they  have  stipulated  to  pay  a farthing,  or  the  eighth  of  a penny. 

2509.  Is  it  within  your  knowledge  that  the  Trinity  House  have  ever  established 
lighthouses,  upon  any  of  the  shipowners  and  persons  in  the  trade  offering  to  con- 
tribute a certain  charge  if  the  light  was  established  ? — It  is  within  my  knowledge, 

because 
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because  I have  frequently  signed  these  petitions  myself,  and  have  seen  them  on 
many  occasions. 

2510.  Do  you  consider,  with  a great.national  establishment  as  lighthouses  are, 
for  the  protection  both  of  the  commercial  and  naval  service,  that  is  a system  that 
ought  to  continue  .'—It  has  always  appeared  to  me  an  inconsistent  one.  I think 
the  commercial  interests  of  the  country  require  that  the  dangerous  points  upon  its 
coast  should  be  provided  with  lights  for  the  general  protection  of  maritime  com- 
mcrcc  that  Urn  jurisdmtiQn  which  superintends  this  arrangement,  whether  it  be 
that  of  the  Government  or  the  Trinity  Corporation,  should  obtain  the  most  cor- 
rect  informat'on  as  to  those  points  upon  which  it  is  required  that  lights  should  be 
established,  and  should  establish  them  forthwith ; that  from  time  to  time  the  gross 
dmfr?’  cxf!endl,tur®  sbould  be  subjected  to  review,  and  the  charge  should  from 
tZinv  le«eebeHaidaP,  ed-10  the  exPendi‘ure,  which  would  then  bepropor- 
dbyi  ’e  ““T" sl"g  commerce  of  the  country,  and  would  lighten 
the  charge  upon  each  particular  ship.  J 5 

D,°  we  understand  you  to  mean  that  this  body  having  charge  of  the 

Lhherto  dnie  h°!  1™“  for  “ aPPllcat,on  from  the  merchants  in  the  manner 
hitherto  done,  but  have  proper  officers  to  ascertain  where  there  is  any  danoer,  and 
provide  for  it  accord.ngly  ?_Yes,  that  is  my  opinion.  I know  prLticX ’ that 
the  no°we  f 1 thfSe  P^'S0118’  111  some  degree,  is  a mere  form  ; and  that  ’it  is  in 

wkhPverv  lhfia  “°  -d  nyt1-nfluient  U md!vid“al  t0  obtain  a petition,  which  is  signed 
wift  very  litde  consicieratton  by  those  to  whom  it  is  presented, 

anv  nJhf  h C'MPman^  Is  jl  wit'lin  your  recollection  at  the  present  day  that 
7.  hot  * fbefnrPi  UP‘  t le  UtlIlty  of  which  is  at  a11  questionable  ?— I believe 
recopni7pd  oro!t  of  the  recent  erection  of  many  lights  on  spots  where  it  is  now 
T tlf  t ito  * dafg.er  exlsts’  as  a justification  for  the  erection  of  those  lights, 
ne  od  hJ tTu  a ne‘!Ct!n  .tbe.system  that  could,  during  the  whole  antecedent 
the  eimion  f ,h!  nar1gatlon  t0  be  exposed  to  the  danger  from  which,  by 
the  erection  of  these  lights,  it  is  expected  in  future  to  be  relieved.  7 

. hen7?u5  ,°Pinion  is,  that  the  Government  ought  to  provide  for  an  ade- 
SdT  °f  uS,htlng’  as  necessity  ™»y  require,  without  individuals  beinw  coni- 
fer P™“ad  by,pet;t.°n  and  representation,  as  hitherto  has  been  done  ? — I 

ende  ce  bge  i„  ,°h  ethe  “V*  the  ^eming  daPa'-‘™aa4.  whether  the  superin. 

',n  tbeexecutiye  Government  of  the  country  or  any  other  body  to  whom 
^ eo^te<^j  to  take  care  of  that  upon  their  own  volition  and  responsibility 

•ind  ’wi0  d 7f  vT‘de''  thn  C large  sh0uld  be  lhe  same  in  England,  Ireland 
and  ^Scotland,  for  lights  to  all  vessels  ?— That  is  my  opinion;  I think  it  should 

ducted5'  h!arj°v  c™sridared  S"  what  manner  that  department  should  be  con- 
frrnn  - ur  f Board? — I think  if  the  expense  were  to  be  defrayed 

shoddhdePv^'C  f™ds’  u 'T  d lhen  be  in  aI1  respects  just  and  fit  that  the  change 
exalVf  *!«>  Government  of  the  country ; but  if  it  is  specSk 

snnerin/  T sIllPPmg,  it  does  appear  to  me  to  be  in  itself  reasonable  that  the 

wi  rdeIk!iSh°” U be  ,hose  vvho  have  some  immediate  connexion  and 
sympathy  with  the  interest  from  which  the  revenue  is  derived. 

mnV  yi™  ?e/n  lhat’  suPPosi“g  the  duties  1“  remain  chargeable  on  shin- 
ping,  those  mterested  as  owners  should  have  some  check  or  control  over  thofe 

should  if lch»age'theiI‘g'tS;7'ilthink  *'  W°“ld  be  ext"emely  desirable  they 

t lidw  Imo  chartSlriviC  ' C°mPatib'e  "“h  ""  0? 

self-elected  P—I°amaWare  th3t  th<!  Tr'"‘ty  Corporation  at  the  present  moment  is 

ove2/it  ?l^ndothat  sl>ip°''  uers  and  shipmasters  have  no  check  or  control  whatever 

svstem9m^J'°U  C-°nSldffr  f PPeeing  ‘he  light  dues  to  remain,  that  is  a proper 
more  ■ con‘lnuer— I_‘hmk  it  would  be  extremely  desirable  to  introduce  some 

S°nd  °‘ u Ct'un  J but  I haVe  always  had  6reat  di®cu“y  in  my  own 

Stive  hod,  Sid T ^ const,t“ef  y should  be  found  by  whom  the  represen- 
hp  ^ dy-  L d be  elected-  llas  occurred  to  me  that,  provided  it  could 
found  by  vTvte  J“St,,regard  *0  existing  rights,  a fitting  constituency  might  be 
rivlit  „r7k0  t0  " commanders  of  ships  who  thought  fit  to  apply  for  it  the 
rife  Tri „.,eco2llng’  uPon  examination  of  their  qualifications,  Younger  Brethren  of 
the  exam  L,- °rp0r?t10"’  s“PP°si,?g  tha‘  to  continue  the  superintending  body ; 
0-36.  aU°n  g°m°  t0  tbe  P°'nt  °f  testlDg  ‘heir  qualifications  for  taking  the 
u 3 situation 


G.  F.  Young , Esq. 
22  May  1845. 
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C.  F.  Young,  Esq.  situation  of  Elder  Brethren,  if  they  should  thereafter  be  elected  thereto  ; and  also 

that  the  registered  owners  of  ships,  possessing  a given  and  defined  amount  of 

22  May  1845.  tonnage  in  their  own  names  and  their  own  right  (a  registry  already  existing  at  the 
Custom  House,  and  there  being  no  difficulty  therefore  in  determining  who  and 
what  they  would  be),  might  also,  as  long  as  they  continued  such  registered  owners 
possess  the  right  of  voting  in  the  election  of  Elder  Brethren,  which  office  would 
then  rest  with  the  shipping  interest  who  pay  the  tax,  represented  through  the 
medium  of  those  who  possess  the  property  qualification  in  shipping,  and  the 
Younger  Brethren  composed  of  commanders  of  ships,  whose  qualifications  for 
taking  the  position  of  representatives  would  have  been  previously  tested. 

2520.  Have  you  directed  your  attention  to  this:  several  witnesses  before  the 
Committee  have  stated  a desire  to  remove  the  charge  entirely  from  shipping  in  its 

# present  depressed  state,  and  make  it  a national  expense,  being  an  establishment 

which  profits  alike  the  public  navy  and  the  commercial  navy  ? — I have  directed 
my  attention  to  that  question  in  consequence  of  persons  largely  interested  in 
some  branches  of  trade,  the  coasting  trade,  having  communicated  to  me  such 
an  opinion.  As  a shipowner,  I could  never  object  to  the  removal  from  me  of 
the  payment  of  a tax  and  transferring  it  to  the  public  funds  ; but  I must  con- 
fess, that  if  it  were  considered  advisable  to  transfer  so  large  a charge  from  shipping 
to  the  public  funds,  for  the  avowed  purpose  of  relieving  navigation,  I should  have 
great  difficulty  in  coming  to  the  conclusion  that  this  was  the  precise  mode  in  which 
that  relief  would  be  most  beneficially  given.  The  relief  would  not  operate  equally 
upon  all  branches  of  navigation,  but,  on  the  contrary,  most  unequally.  I know 
one  case  of  a large  steam  ship,  engaged  in  the  trade  from  Aberdeen  to  London, 
upon  which  I am  informed  by  the  principal  owners  that  they  pay  no  less  than 
1,000 1.  per  annum  for  light  dues.  I have  myself  been  interested  in  a ship  engaged 
in  the  foreign  trade,  of  equal  tonnage,  in  which  the  amount  charged  for  light  dues 
has  not  exceeded  50 1.  in  the  course  of  the  year.  It  is  clear,  therefore,  that  that 
particular  branch  of  trade  (the  coasting  trade)  would  have  by  far  the  greatest 
portion  of  relief;  it  seems  to  me  not  quite  just,  not  only, from  the  absolute  in- 
equality of  the  amount,  but  because,  when  my  ship  is  engaged  in  the  foreign  trade, 
I am  in  foreign  ports  exposed,  during  the  course  of  the  year,  to  the  liability  to 
payment  for  lights  in  those  countries. 

2521.  Are  you  aware  that  in  the  United  States  shipping  pays  no  light  dues  ?— 
I believe  that  is  the  case. 

2522.  Are  you  aware  that  in  Russia  no  light  dues  are  paid? — Yes,  Iain 
aware  of  that  also. 

2523.  Are  you  aware  that  in  France  there  are  no  light  dues? — I believe 
there  are  light  dues  in  France ; but  in  many  foreign  countries  the  charge  is  actually 
made  for  lights,  under  the  general  head  of  port  or  harbour  dues. 

2524.  If  Government  should  undertake  the  charge  of  the  lights,  have  you  con- 
sidered what  kind  of  Board  could  best  conduct  that  general  department  for  the 
United  Kingdom? — No,  I have  not;  but  I must  confess  I should  entertain  great 
jealousy  of  such  an  establishment  under  Government,  if  the  support  of  it  were 
derived  from  contributions  from  shipping. 

2525-  Supposing  Government  to  undertake  the  payment  and  maintenance  of 
the  lights  out  of  the  public  money,  what  in  your  view  would  be  the  best  kind  of 
Board  t I know  that  the  opinion  prevails  very  extensively  that  those  who  have 
the  charge  and  superintendence  of  lights  ought  themselves  to  be  intimately  con- 
versant with  those  branches  of  science  which  especially  pertain  to  the  subject; 
but,  as  a matter  of  opinion,  I always  prefer  upon  questions  of  such  description  the 
adjudication  of  intelligent  and  impartial  men,  founded  upon  the  evidence  of  those 
who  are  scientific,  to  the  conclusions  of  men  who  are  engaged  in  anjT  particular 
pursuit,  and  who  I have  generally  found  to  entertain  various  and  conflicting 
crotchets. 

2526.  Do  you  mean  it  would  be  better,  in  case  of  the  establishment  of  a Board 
for  the  management  of  the  lights,  that  that  Board  should  should  call  to  their  aid 
such  scientific  men,  engineers  and  others,  as  might  be  required  for  the  different 
departments  ? — That  is  my  opinion. 

2527.  Leaving  the  Board  not  strictly  scientific,  but  to  call  in  whatever  aid  of 
opinion  they  might  require?— Yes ; such  Board  to  be  composed  of  intelligent, 
impartial,  and  experienced  men. 

2528.  What  would  be  the  effect,  in  your  opinion,  of  taking  off  the  light  dues 
from  shipping,  upon  freight  and  the  expenses  of  shipping  ? — I think,  as  I before 
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stated,  a portion  of  the  benefit,  as  will  be  the  case  with  a portion  of  all  remissions  G.  F.  Young,  Esq. 

of  charge  upon  conducting  any  business,  will  remain  in  the  hands  of  those  by  — 

whom  it  is  conducted,  rendering  their  business  more  profitable ; but  where  com-  22  May  1845. 
petition  exists  there  can  be  no  doubt  in  my  mind  that  the  result  of  a remission 
of  charge  will,  under  the  principle  of  mutual  competition,  where  each  man  will 
take  freight  at  the  lowest  rate  at  which  he  can  afford  to  do  it,  constitute  a saving 
to  the  consumer  of  the  commodities  which  are  sea-borne. 

2529.  Now  is  there  not  considerable  trouble  attendant  upon  the  payment  of 
the  light  dues  at  every  port  and  place,  and  would  not  it  in  that  respect  be  a con- 
siderable relief  to  captains  of  vessels  ? — The  collection  is  so  much  facilitated  in 
this  great  port  of  London  that  it  is  attended  with  very  little  trouble  indeed.  I 
can  easily  conceive  there  may  be  others  in  which  the  trouble  may  be  greater, 
but  my  own  knowledge  does  not  extend  to  them. 

2530.  Have  you  any  other  suggestions  to  make  with  a view  to  giving  relief  to 
shipping  ? — I do  not  know  whether  it  would  be  at  all  wished  ; I have  no  desire,  but 
the  contrary,  to  go  into  any  analysis  of  the  expenses  which  are  incurred  in  main- 
taining the  lights. 

2531.  Have  you  any  means  of  ascertaining  how  far  the  different  lights  are 
economically  maintained  or  not? — No,  I have  no  specific  information  upon  that 
point,  except  that  afforded  by  the  published  documents. 

2532.  Mr.  A.  Chapman .]  You  have  alluded  to  the  circumstance  of  pensions 
being  paid  by  the  Trinity  House ; are  you  aware  that  according  to  the  patent 
granted  in  the  13th  Charles  2 (1678),  the  dues  upon  lights  are  not  to  be  converted 
to  the  profit  of  any  man,  but  upon  trust,  to  dispose  of  and  employ  those  profits, 
and  the  benefit  and  advantage  therefrom  arising,  for  and  towards  the  relief  of  old 
and  indigent  seamen,  their  wives  and  orphans  ? — I am  aware  of  that ; but  that 
appears  to.- my  mind  to  leave  the  question  wholly  untouched.  It  is,  as  to  profits 
arising  from  the  lights  ; and  the  question  is,  what  should  be  the  amount  of  the 
dues  ? 

2533-  Chairman.']  Is  it  your  opinion  that  any  surplus  ought  to  be  applied  to 
charitable  purposes  ? — I have  already  stated  that  I think  none  ought  to  be  so 
applied. 

2534.  That  the  dues  ought  to  be  so  reduced  as  only  to  exact  the  amount 
required  for  the  maintenance  of  the  lights? — Certainly,  except  in  those  cases  as 
to  which  a reservation  is  specifically  made  by  law. 

2535-  Mr.  A.  Chapman.]  In  the  accounts  before  you,  there  appears  to  be 
a debt  due  from  the  Corporation  of  the  Trinity  House  of  upwards  of  1,000,000  l. ; 
how  would  you  enable  the  Corporation  to  pay  that  debt,  if  you  reduce  the  amount 
of  light  dues  ? — I believe  the  opinions  I have  expressed  with  reference  to  the 
reduction  of  the  pension  fund  are  very  nearly  those  which  are  recorded  by  the 
Committee  of  the  House  of  Commons  on  Foreign  Trade  in  1822,  by  whom  it  was 
estimated  that  the  reduction,  carried  out  in  the  way  I have  suggested,  would  bring 
the  charitable  fund  to  the  sum  of  1 6,000 1.  The  difference,  therefore,  between 
16,000  /.  aud  the  sum  which  I consider  to  constitute  the  surplus  of  the  light  dues, 
would  effect  one  saving,  while  the  points  of  economical  administration  to  which 
I have  also  made  reference  would  constitute  another  saving ; and  I estimate  the 
two  together  at  a sum  of  not  less  than  40,000/.  per  annum. 

2536.  Would  that  enable  the  Corporation  to  pay  the  amount  of  that  debt  at  the 
rate  of  40,000/.  per  quarter,  which  they  are  bound  to  do? — It  clearly  would  not 
do  so;  but  it  would  add  40,000/.  per  annum  to  the  sum  which  they  now  do 
apply  to  the  liquidation  of  the  debt,  supposing  they  continued  the  charge  the 
-same. 

2537-  The  question  is,  supposing  they  do  not  continue  the  charge  ? — I think  if 
the  charge  is  to  continue  upon  shipping,  shipowners  cannot  object,  ought  not  to 
object,  to  that  charge  being  kept  above  the  point  requisite  for  the  maintenance 
of  the  lights  and  up  to  that  time  which  would  be  requisite  for  the  liquida- 
tion of  the  debt  within  a given  period  ; but  in  order  to  liquidate  that  debt  in  the 
shortest  possible  period,  and  then  to  reduce  effectually  the  charge  upon  shipping, 
it  becomes  of  greater  importance  in  my  mind  that  the  administration  should  be 
conducted  upon  the  most  economical  plan ; and  with  reference  to  the  private 
lights  which  have  been  purchased,  and  the  large  debt  which  at  present  stands  on 
that  account,  I would  suggest  that,  instead  of  being  so  exceedingly  anxious  to  pay 
off  that  debt  within  a very  short  time  (10  years  I believe  it  is  now  contemplated  it 
will  be  liquidated  in),  1 should  prefer  some  reduction  of  charge  upon  some  of  those 
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lights  which  are  continued  at  the  amount  which  the  patents  granted  to  theta 
authorized  the  private  individuals  in  whose  hands  they  were,  to  collect ; and 
having  already  said  that  I think  the  lights  ought  to  be  placed  at  an  uniform  rate 
of  charge,  I extend  that  observation  to  the  private  lights  which  have  been  pur- 
chased. I think,  the  whole  administration  being  altered  as  I have  already  stated 
over  and  above  the  sum  requisite  for  the  maintenance  of  the  lights,  an  addi- 
tional sum  should  be  levied  specifically  to  pay  off  in  a reasonable  time  the  debt 
existing,  and  then  the  charge  should  be  reduced  to  the  lowest  possible  amount. 

2538.  But  if  the  condition  or  occupation  under  which  that  debt  was  borrowed 
will  show  there  must  be  a repayment  of  the  same  at  certain  stated  periods  much 
shorter  than  you  imagine,  how  then  would  you  deal  with  their  ability  to  pay?— 
By  borrowing  money,  which  could  be  easily  done  on  condition  of  being  repaid  at 
a more  extended  period ; which  would  give  a facility  for  raising  the  money,  and 
thus  of  paying  off  the  bonds  which  are  given  for  a shorter  period. 

2539.  Is  it  not  better  for  a man  who  has  mortgaged  his  estate  to  pay  off  the 
mortgage  as  fast  as  he  can,  out  of  his  own  rental  ? — It  is  better  for  him  to  pay  it 
off  as  fast  as  he  can ; but  if  he  cannot  do  so  without  distressing  himself  at  the 
moment,  and  he  can  extend  the  period  without  throwing  himself  into  difficulty,  I 
think  that  is  the  best  course. 

2540.  Chairman.']  Is  it  your  opinion  that  no  more  light  dues  should  be  raised 
than  what  is  absolutely  necessary  to  maintain  the  lights,  spreading  the  repayment 
of  the  debt  over  a period  of  20  or  30  years  P — That  is  my  opinion. 
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JOSEPH  HUME,  Esq.  in  the  Chair. 


Mr.  Archibald  MtMurchyi  called  in  ; and  Examined. 

2541.  DO  you  appear  here  to  support  the  allegations  in  the  petition  from 
Campbeltown,  which  has  been  presented  to  The  House  ? — I do. 

2542.  What  situation  do  you  hold  at  Campbeltown  ? — I am  one  of  the  magis- 
trates of  Campbeltown. 

2543.  And  a shipowner? — A shipowner,  and  part  owner  of  steam-boats. 

2544.  How  long  have  you  been  a shipowner  ? — Since  the  year  1827. 

2.545-  Will  you  state  generally  what  observations  you  have  to  make  on  the 
present  lighthouse  system  of  Scotland  ? — The  Campbeltown  and  Glasgow  Joint 
Stock  Company  have  two  steamers,  which  commenced  plying  in  April  1827 
between  Glasgow  and  Campbeltown,  and  have  continued  ever  since ; neither 
upon  the  voyage  north  to  Glasgow,  nor  the  voyage  south  to  Campbeltown,  do  the 
steamers  pass  Pladda  light;  they  go  through  by  the  Sound  of  Kilbrennan, 
except  when  they  go  across  to  Ayr  once  a year  ; and  then,  of  course,  they  pay. 
Campbeltown  harbour  lies  rather  further  north  than  the  Pladda  light;  the 
Pladda  light  is  18  miles  distant  from  the  steamers’  track;  the  steamers  do  not 
derive  the  least  benefit  from  the  Pladda  light ; it  is  barely  possible  to  see  the 
light  upon  their  voyage,  and  if  seen  it  is  only  for  an  instant.  The  collector  of 
the  northern  lights  at  Campbeltown  and  Glasgow  exacted  from  the  Campbel- 
town steamers  the  usual  dues  leviable  for  the  Pladda  light.  After  the  steamers 
commenced  plying  in  April  1827,  but  in  the  month  of  June  thereafter,  the  com- 
pany memorialized  the  Commissioners  of  Northern  Lights  to  be  relieved  from  the 
dues  levied  for  that  light,  as  they  derived  no  benefit  whatever  from  it.  The 
Commissioners  refused  to  relieve  them.  The  company,  some  time  after  that 
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refused  to  pay  for  some  years  ; hut  ultimately  the  Commissioners  were  so  satisfied 
that  the  Campbeltown  steamers,  on  their  voyage,  derived  no  benefit  from  that 
light,  that  they  offered  to  compromise  the  full  dues  of  about  150?.  a year  for  10/ 
yearly;  and  the  company,  rather  than  involve  themselves  in  a law  plea  compro- 
mised with  the  Commissioners  for  10  /.  yearly.  That  sum  the  company ’continued 
to  pay  to  the  year  1836,  when  an  alteration  in  the  law  took  place;  and  since  then 
the  company  have  been  paying  at  the  rate  of  a halfpenny  a ton  on  each  vova«e 
to  and  from  Glasgow.  } ° 

paid546’  HaS  that  a"10Mt  actuali?  beon  paid ? — Yes;  it  has  been  regularly 

2547.  Have  you  made  any  representations  since  then  P— The  company  some 
time  ago  memorial, zed  the  Board  of  Trade,  stating  the  hardship  there  was  in  beinv 
obliged  to  pay  for  the  Pladda  light,  and  they  were  given  to  understand  that  the 
Commissioners  of  Northern  Lights  had  reported  favourably  to  the  Board  of  Trade 
on  the  company’s  claim  for  relief  as  to  the  Pladda  light;  but  no  answer  has  yet 
been  returned  by  the  Board  to  the  company. 

2548  Have  you  anything  further  to  observe  upon  this  subject?— I do  not 
know  whether  it  comes  within  the  province  of  the  Committee  or  not,  but  the 
magistrates  of  Campbeltown  have  been  for  a series  of  years  back  applying  to  the 
Commissioners  of  Northern  Lights  to  get  a lighthouse  erected  on  the  island  of 
Uevar,  at  the  entrance  of  Campbeltown  harbour. 

2549.  How  far  is  that  island  from  the  entrance  to  the  harbour?— It  is  iust  at 
the  entrance  of  the  harbour.  They  memorialized  the  Commissioners,  stating  it 
appeared  to  them  it  would  be  a leading  light  in  so  far  as  vessels  coming  round 
tne.Mull  of  Cantyre,  by  keeping  a straight  course  on  seeing  that  light,  would 
avoid  the  very  dangerous  rocks  there,  which  are  called  the  Arran  Man’s  Barrels 

2550.  In  what  year  was  this  application  made?— I think  as  early  as  about  the 
year  IMS  the  application  was  made  for  the  erection  of  a light  there. 

2551.  And  have  they  been  continued  down  regularly  ever  since  ? — They  have 

been  continued  regularly  ever  since.  J 

2552.  Have  any  shipwrecks  taken  place  in  that  neighbourhood  r— Yes.  My 
impression  is,  that  the  application  of  the  year  1818  contained  a detailed  account 
ot  the  shipwrecks  that  had  taken  place  up  to  that  period,  and  the  subsequent 
applications  contained  those  which  occurred  afterwards. 

2353.  Have  there  been  any  wrecks  within  the  hist  three  or  four  years  ? I am 

not  aware  of  any  within  the  last  three  or  four  years.  J 

,,  2?5t  Sir  <S.  CfeT-.]  Have  there  been  any  since  the  year  1S36,  the  date  of 
the  last  application  ?— My  impression  is  that  there  have  been  some  since  that, 
although  I cannot  now  recollect  the  particular  year. 

A555'  C'!airmm'-}  Have  any  additional  lights  been  put  up  in  the  neighbourhood 
since  your  last  application  ?— None  by  the  Commissioners  of  Northern  Lights; 
but  the  magistrates  of  Campbeltow  n themselves  erected  a light  within  the  harbour, 
which  leads  in.  Mr.  Stevenson,  the  engineer,  pointed  out  the  place,  and  the 
Northern  Light  Commissioners  gave  the  reflectors,  and  the  magistrates  erected 
e house,  and  completed  it,  and  have  since  continued  to  maintain  it  without 
levying  any  dues  on  vessels  frequenting  the  harbour. 

1 * 6S  that  enable  ships  coming  in  the  course  you  have  stated,  to 

dear  the  Arran  Man’s  Barrels?— No,  it  does  not;  it  only  leads  direct  into  the 
arbour ; vessels  will  not  see  it  until  they  come  immediately  opposite  the  harbour. 

2 557’  Then  the  harbour  light  does  not  answer  the  purpose  for  which  your 
ioriner  memorials  were  intended  ?— No  ; it  does  not. 

2558-  When  was  the  last  application  made  ? — I think  within  the  last  two  years 
■«e  have  applied  to  them  again,  and  I rather  think  very  lately  the  magistrates  and 
council  resolved  on  renewing  their  former  application. 

2.^9-  Mr.  Duncan .]  lhen  this  light  which  you  spoke  of  as  having  been  erected 
njointly  by  the  Northern  Light  Commissioners  and  the  magistrates  of  Campbel- 
town is  in  no  way  beneficial  to  vessels  coming  round  by  the  Mull  of  Cantyre  ?— 
°,  until  they  come  immediately  opposite  to  the  entrance  of  the  harbour. 

'”'c™,ra^  Dundas.]  If  a light  was  established  upon  Devar  Island,  would 
vessels  irom  Glasgow  benefit  by  that  light  ?— Vessels  that  are  obliged  logo  up  the 
] MJ!  ^“hrannan  would  have  it  as  a leading  light  to  lead  them  up,  and  also  a 
leaning  light  to  vessels  coming  from  the  Mull  of  Cantyre. 

2^01‘  ■ want  t0  know  whether  vessels  going  from  Glasgow  to  Campbeltown, 

X or 
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Mr.  A.  M'Murchy.  or  from  Campbeltown  to  Glasgow,  such  as  you  are  now  advocating  the  cause  of, 

would  benefit  by  the  light  upon  the  island  of  Devar  1 — I have  no  doubt  vessels 

26  May  1845.  going  or  coming  in  that  direction  would  be  benefited,  and  steamers  have  often 
passed  the  harbour  of  Campbeltown  in  their  way  there,  for  the  want  of  such  a 
light  on  the  island  of  Devar. 

2562.  Would  vessels  object  to  the  payment  of  dues  fora  light  there  ? — I rather 
think  not,  Campbeltown  being  more  a harbour  of  refuge  than  of  trade. 

2563.  Then  you  would  have  no  objection  as  a steam-boat  company  to  pay  for 
the  light  if  it  was  placed  there  ? — Our  steamers  are  in  the  habit  of  plying  by  day; 
they  never  require  the  light  at  night. 

25C4.  But  you  would  have  no  objection  to  pay  for  the  light  if  there  was  one 
erected  in  that  place  by  the  Northern  Commissioners  ? — I cannot  say  as  to  that, 
although  I rather  think  they  might  object  to  it,  as  they  do  not  require  the  light. 

2565.  Then  is  it  for  the  general  purposes  of  the  navigation  that  you  require  it? 
— Yes,  as  connected  with  the  harbour  of  Campbeltown. 

2566.  Chairman .]  Then  the  magistrates,  in  applying  for  the  erection  of  the 
light,  considered  it  would  assist  Campbeltown  as  a harbour  of  refuge  ?— The 
magistrates  were  of  opinion  it  was  not  only  a light  for  a harbour  of  refuge,  but 
that  it  was  also  desirable  as  a leading  light. 

2567.  When  they  sent  in  their  application,  did  they7,  as  is  usual,  offer  to  pay 
for  the  light?— I am  not  aware  that  they  made  any  offer  to  pay  ; they  stated  the 
advantages  that  would  be  derived  by  the  shipping  interest  and  the  navigation 
generally  from  its  erection.  I may  also  state  that  Mr.  Stevenson  the  engineer 
furnished  us  in  1822  with  the  plan  of  a lighthouse  upon  the  island  of  Devar;  he 
also  furnished  us  with  the  probable  expense  of  the  erection  and  maintenance 
of  it. 

2568.  Was  it  then  in  the  contemplation  of  the  magistrates  to  erect  one  at  their 
own  expense  ? — It  was  ; but  they  found  that  the  revenues  of  the  borough  were 
not  sufficient  to  defray  the  expense  without  a charge  on  vessels  frequenting  the 
port,  which  they  had  no  authority  to  levy.  Mr.  Stevenson  stated  that  the  annual 
expense  of  maintaining  the  lighthouse  would  be  about  150/I.  or  thereabouts. 

2569.  Then  the  magistrates  did  not  consider  it  their  business  to  expend  money 
for  a light  which  was  equally  required  for  the  general  navigation  as  the  port  of 
Campbelltown  ? — No  ; and  they  preferred  erecting  this  one  as  a leading  light  into 
the  harbour. 

2570.  To  serve  themselves  ? — Yes. 

2571.  The  general  navigation  being  left  without  that  light  which  was  con- 
sidered necessary  for  its  safety  ? — Yes. 

2572.  Admiral  Dundas .]  Have  the  magistrates  charged  for  that  light  ? — No ; 
they  have  made  no  charge  upon  vessels  frequenting  the  harbour  for  that  light.  I 
may  mention  that  the  expense  of  keeping  up  the  light  costs  the  town  of  Camp- 
belltown 30  /.  a year,  which  is  taken  out  of  the  borough  funds. 

2573.  Can  vessels  enter  the  port  of  Campbeltown  at  all  times  of  the  tide? — At 
all  times  ; a vessel  of  any  tonnage  or  depth  of  water. 

2574.  Could  you  state  whether  you  paid  for  the  Ayr  light  in  addition  to  the 
10  l.  a year,  or  whether  that  composition  comprised  the  charge  for  the  Ayr  light? 
— I am  not  now  prepared  to  state,  although  I rather  think  that  composition  in- 
cluded the  dues  in  respect  of  the  Pladda  light. 

2,575.  What  does  the  charge  upon  each  vessel  paying  a halfpenny  a ton,  amount 
to  ? — Eleven  shillings  a week  for  each  steamer  ; 1 1.  2 s.  for  both. 

2576.  Chairman.']  What  is  the  tonnage  of  your  steam-boats  ? — One  70,  the 
other  80  tons. 

2577.  Do  they  go  every  day? — They  make  three  voyages  a week  each. 

2578.  Have  you  any  objections  to  state  the  amount  of  profit  made  by  the 
steamers  ? — I have  no  hesitation  in  saying  we  make  some  profit,  but  that  in  order 
to  accomplish  this,  it  is  necessary  that  one  of  the  steamers  should  be  occasionally 
laid  up  at  certain  seasons,  when  the  trade  of  the  place  does  not  require  their 
sailing  regularly. 

2579.  Dave  you  any  other  observations  to  make  with  respect  to  the  lights? — 
Nothing  occurs  to  me  at  present,  but  that  the  rate  of  charge  which  is  now 
generally  exacted  from  the  shipping  interest  appears  to  be  too  high. 
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Alexander  Cuningham , Esq.  Joint-Secretary  to  Commissioners  of  Northern 
Lighthouses,  called  in ; and  Examined. 


A.  Cuninehani, 
Esq. 


2580.  Chairman .]  YOU  are  Secretary  to  the  Northern  Light  Commissioners? 
— I am. 

2581.  Will  you  state  what  correspondence  has  taken  place  between  the  magis- 
trates of  Campbeltown  and  your  Board  respecting  lights? — I cannot  state  from 
recollection  more  fully  than  it  is  in  the  Return  before  the  Committee.  There 
have  been  several  applications  from  the  magistrates  of  Campbeltown  for  a light 
upon  the  island  of  Devar ; that  light  has  not  been  erected  by  the  Board,  and  it 
is  not  at  present  under  consideration. 

25S2.  It  appears  that  in  November  1836  a memorial  from  the  magistrates  of 
Campbeltown,  for  a light  upon  Devar  Island,  was  remitted  to  the  engineer,  and 
that  the  engineer’s  report  in  1837  was  remitted  to  the  Bell  Rock  committee,  and 
on  the  21st  of  January  the  engineer  was  directed  to  furnish  an  estimate  of  the 
probable  cost  of  the  erection  of  the  light;  can  you  state  what  has  been  the 
determination  of  the  Board  upon  that?— My  recollection  is,  that  the  report  was 
favourable  to  the  erection  of  the  light.  I will  hand  it  in. 

2583.  Can  you  state  whether  anything  further  has  been  done? — Nothing- 
further  has  been  done  by  the  Board. 

2584.  Do  you  know  why  that  report  has  not  been  acted  upon  ? — Upon  the 
passing  of  the  statute  of  1836  the  Commissioners  conceived  they  had  acquired 
power  to  erect  beacons,  and  in  consequence  have  erected  several  beacons,  two  of 
which  have  been  for  the  purpose  of  leading  into  Campbeltown  Loch.  The  reason 
why  the  light  has  never  been  placed  upon  Devar  Island  is,  that  considerable  dis- 
cussion has  arisen  in  reference  to  the  lights  upon  the  coast  generally.  They  are 
not  now  in  the  situation  in  which  they  were  when  the  application  was  preferred, 
the  Irish  Board  having  erected  various  lights  upon  their  coast.  The  Commis- 
sioners have  also  been  applied  to  on  several  occasions  to  put  a light  on  the 
island  of  Sanna,  which  is  within  six  or  eight  miles  to  the  south  of  Campbeltown, 
and  to  remove  the  light  upon  the  Mull  of  Cantyre,  but  the  subject  has  been  so 
involved,  that  no  resolution  has  been  come  to. 

i 2585.  Have  you  made  any  returns  to  the  Trinity  House  upon  the  subject? — 
There  has  been  a communication  from  the  Trinity  House  to  the  Commissioners 
upon  the  subject,  and  they  have  communicated  to  the  Trinity  House  everythin^ 
which  has  passed  with  reference  to  it. 

2.586.  It  appears  that  on  the  19th  of  January  1842,  a letter  from  the  Ballast- 
office  in  Dublin  was  presented  to  your  Board,  renewing  a proposition  that  if  the 
Commissioners  would  build  a lighthouse  upon  Sanna,  and  remove  the  lio-ht  front 

the  Mull  of  Cantyre,  the  Ballast  Board  would  build  a light  upon  Raughlin  ? Yes. 

25S7.  Did  the  Northern  Light  Commissioners  require  the  Ballast  Board  to  build 
a light  upon  Raughlin  if  a light  was  erected  upon  Sanna?— No,  it  was  the 
reverse  ; the  Irish  Board  required  that  if  they  erected  a light  upon  Rau<rhlin  we 
should  erect  one  upon  Sanna  and  remove  the  Mull  of  Cantyre  light.  ° 

2588.  Can  you  state  what  the  report  of  the  engineer  thereupon  was  ? — I have 
not  the  report  with  me  at  present.  I will  hand  it  in. 

2589.  Do  you  know  whether  it  was  favourable  or  not? — It  was  resuming  the 
whole  subject,  stating  exactly  how  the  matter  stood. 

2590.  It  appears  an  application  was  made  on  the  28th  February  1844  by  your 
Board  to  the  Trinity  House  regarding  that  light.  Has  any  determination  been 
received  from  them  ? — None. 

2591.  Mr.  A.  Chapman. 1 No  answer? — The  receipt  of  the  correspondence  has 
been  acknowledged. 

2592.  Chairman. It  appears  that  on  the  25th  of  March  1844  they  acknow- 
ledged the  receipt  of  the  correspondence,  but  no  proceedings  have  taken  place? 
— None. 

2593-  In  this  m'emorial  was  it  stated  that  shipwrecks  or  losses  had  taken  place 
in  consequence  of  the  want  of  that  light  ? — I am  not  aware  that  it  was  so  stated  ; 
the  fact  I believe  to  be  so,  that  losses  have  taken  place.  I may  mention  to  the 
Committee  there  is  an  exceedingly  dangerous  sunk  rock  on  that  spot,  called 
Paterson’s  Rock  ; that  is  covered  at  high  water,  and  I know  the  fact  that  a large 
vessel  going  to  the  Clyde  was  lost  there. 

2594.  Would  a light  enable  ships  to  avoid  that  rock? — It  was  supposed  that  a 
light  upon  Sanna  would  enable  ships  to  avoid  that  rock. 

°-36.  x 2 2595.  But 


26  May  1845. 


Vide  Appendix, 
No.  32. 


Vide  Appendix, 
No.  32. 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


A.  Cuningham , 
Esq. 


26  May  1845. 


164  MINUTES  OF  EVIDENCE  TAKEN  BEFORE  THE 

2595.  But  up  to  the  present  time  no  decision  has  been  come  tor — None. 

2596.  What  do  your  Board  wait  for? — I am  not  aware,  exactly.  The  Board 
was  proceeding  with  a system  of  beacons  upon  this  coast,  and  one  object  they  had 
in  view  was,  to  have  erected  a beacon  upon  Paterson’s  Rock ; if  they  had  been 
enabled  to  erect  a beacon  upon  that  rock,  it  would  have  avoided  the  necessity  of 
a light  upon  Sanna. 

2597.  Would  that  have  served  for  night? — I think  so,  quite. 

2598.  Mr.  Mitcalfe.~\  What  distance  is  Paterson’s  Rock  from  Sanna? It  is 

quite  close. 

2599.  Mr.  Duncan.]  In  a dark  night  would  a beacon  be  visible? — I have  not 
sufficient  knowledge  to  state;  I believe  that  to  be  the  fact. 

2600.  Chairman.']  Are  you  able  to  state  any  reason  why  the  Board  have  not 

acted  upon  the  requisition,  when  the  danger  has  been  pointed  out  to  them  ? This 

light  upon  Sanna  Island  would  form  a part  of  the  system,  and  they  could  not 
resolve  upon  the  one  until  they  saw  how  the  bearings  of  the  others  would  suit. 

2601.  Then  it  would  appear  that  it  cannot  be  done  without  the  concurrent 
authority  of  the  Irish  as  well  as  the  English  Board  ? — Quite  so. 

2602.  Admiral  Dundas.]  Have  you  any  surveying  vessels  belonging  to  the 
■Government  upon  the  west  coast  of  Scotland? — I am  not  aware. 

2603.  Chairman .]  Are  you  aware  of  any  survey  by  the  Trinity  House,  nf  that 
part  ot  the  coast  of  late  years  ? — The  Elder  Brethren  have  visited  the  whole  coast. 

2604.  At  what  date  ? — In  the  latter  period  of  the  summer  of  1843. 

2605.  Have  you  any  report  from  them,  as  to  that  part  of  the  coast  under  the 
Commissioners  of  Northern  Lights  ? — I have. 

2606.  Wili  you  state  what  it  is  ? — (The  Witness  read  the  following  extract  from 
a letter  addressed  to  him  by  the  Secretary  to  the  Trinity  House,  dated  21  February 
1 844) 

“ I.n  a communication  which  the  Elder  Brethren  have  directed  to  be  made  to  the  cor- 
poration for  preserving  and  improving  the  port  of  Dublin,  consequent  upon  the  lights  in 
that  part  of  the  United  Kingdom,  the  following  declaration  occurs,  of  which  they  think 
it  necessary  to  apprise  the  Commissioners,  namely (Extract.)  ' I am  further  directed 
to  request  you  will  draw  the  Corporation’s  attention  to  the  advantageous  position  which 
Raughhn  Island,  upon  the  north  coast  of  the  county  of  Antrim,  presents  for  a light- 
house station,  provided  that,  under  previous  arrangement  with  the  Northern  Com- 
missioners, the  lighthouse  upon  the  Mull  of  Cantyre  he  removed  to  Sanna  Island, 
rhis  latter  lighthouse  is,  I am  instructed  to  represent,  from  its  elevated  position, 
frequently  obscured  by  fog,  and  being  placed  upon  the  north-west  side  of  the  headland, 
affords  at  present  no  guide  to  vessels  bound  to  the  Clyde.  If  after  due  communication 
and  arrangement,  the  improvement  could  be  effected,  the  security  of  the  increasing 
trade  from  Liverpool  and  Glasgow  going  north,  will,  it  is  considered,  be  thereby  pro- 
moted.’ That  is  the  report  of  the  Elder  Brethren  with  reference  to  that  light.” 

2607.  What  measures  were  taken  by  your  Board  after  the  receipt  of  that? — 
The  Board  immediately  transmitted  to  the  Elder  Brethren  copies  of  all  communi- 
cations which  had  passed  upon  the  subject. 

2C0S.  Including  the  application  made  on  the  28th  of  February? — Yes,  and 
everything  previously. 

2609.  And  since  that  no  decision  of  the  Trinity  Board  has  been  received  ? — 
No,  nothing  further  with  the  Irish  Board,  or  the  Trinity  House,  has  passed  upon 
the  subject. 

2610.  Do  you  not  consider  it  the  duty  of  the  Board  to  renew  their  application 
when  so  long  a period  elapses  before  an  answer  is  received  upon  a question  so 
important  ? Ihe  application  has  not  emanated  from  our  Board,  but  from  the  Irish 
Board  ; we  wait  for  the  Irish  Board  to  proceed. 

2611.  Is  not  the  danger  upon  your  coast,  and  is  it  not  the  duty  of  the  Com- 
missioners in  that  case  to  represent  it  in  the  proper  quarter,  or  to  prevent  it  ? — I am 
not  aware  of  any  accidents  that  have  occurred  from  the  present  state  of  the  lights; 
but  the  removal  of  the  danger  upon  our  coast  is  contingent  upon  the  erection  of 
the  light  upon  Raughlin  Island. 

2612.  Then  are  we  to  understand  that  the  Northern  Light  Commissioners  can- 
not do  anything  until  the  Irish  Ballast  Board  decide? — Exactly  so. 

2613*  Mr.  T)uncan.]  You  stated  the  loss  of  a large  vessel  belonging  to  the 
Clyde,  on  Paterson’s  Rock,  which  is  sunk  at  high  water;  will  you  be  good  enough 
to  state  the  period  when  that  loss  took  place  ? — I am  not  able  to  state  the  period. 

2614.  Has  it  been  within  the.  last  three  or  four  years? — It  is  much  longer  ago 
than  that.  J a 

2615.  Admiral 
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2615.  Admiral  Dundas.]  Is  the  Committee  to  understand  that  the  Irish  A.  Cuningham , 
Ballast  Board  and  the  Commissioners  of  Northern  Lights  could  not  make  the  Es'!* 

alteration  without  the  sanction  of  the  Trinity  House  of  London  ? — Certainly  they  

could  not.  20  May 

2C16.  Then  the  matter  rests  with  the  Trinity  House,  and  not  with  the  Irish 
Board  ? — Ultimately  it  will  rest  with  the  Trinity  House  ; but  the  Irish  and  Scotch 
Boards  would  require  to  come  to  a mutual  understanding  before  any  representation 
could  be  made  to  the  Trinity  House. 

2617.  Where  does  it  rest  now?— We  wait  until  the  Irish  Board  shall  have 
applied  to  the  Trinity  House,  or  shall  apply  to  us. 

261 8.  Have  you  had  many  representations  from  shipowners  against  the  lighting 
the  Mull  of  Cantyre,  on  the  ground  that  it  is  too  high? — None  that  I recollect. 

2619.  Then  that  is  the  first  intimation  you  have  had  that  the  light,  from  its 
elevated  position,  is  frequently  obscured  by  fog ? — Yes;  but  it  is  well  known  to 
he  so. 

2620.  Mr.  A.  Chapman .]  Have  you  had  any  applications  from  shipowners 
from  the  different  sea-ports  for  the  erection  of  these  two  lights? — None  that  I am 
aware  of. 

2621.  Mr.  Somes.]  You  have  had  no  complaints  from  the  neighbouring  ports? 

— I think  not, 

2622..  Chairman .]  Will  you  explain  why  the  composition  which  had  been 
made  with  the  Campbelltown  Steam-boat  Company  was  terminated  ? — By  the  Act 
of  1836  the  Commissioners  ceased  to  have  any  power  to  abate  their  light  dues. 

2623.  How  does  that  Act  prevent  them  ?— By  the  56th  section  °of  the  Act 
(0  & 7 William  the  4th,  chap.  79)  it  is  enacted,  “ That  the  Master,  Wardens, 

Assistant  Commissioners  and  Corporation  respectively  may  from  time  to  time, 
upon  the  requisition,  or  with  the  consent  of  His  Majesty  in  Council,  reduce,  re- 
linquish, or  modify  the  tolls  now  or  hereafter  to  be  payable  to  them  in  respect  of 
any  lighthouse.” 

2624.  It  has  been  stated  by  a witness  that  for  several  years  the  light  dues  were 
not  paid  by  these  steam-vessels  trading  to  Campbeltown.  Is  that  correct  ? — I have 
no  recollection  of  it. 

2^5«  Has  any  application  been  made  to  the  Queen  in  Council  for  power  to 
modify  or  reduce  the  light  dues  ? — There  was. 

2626.  And  what  has  been  the  result  ?— 1 1 is  still  under  the  consideration  of  the 
rrivy  Council. 

2627.  When  was  that  application  made?— In  the  month  of  January  last. 

2628.  Have  no  applications  respecting  modification  of  tolls  uuder  that  Act  been 
made  since  1836  until  last  year? — Yes,  several. 

2629.  Was  any  application  made  respecting  Campbeltown  ?— None  respecting 
Campbeltown  ; whenever  tile  Board  find  it  necessary  to  make  any  alterations 
in  the  light  dues  charged  by  them,  they  are  required  to  apply  to  the  Queen  in 
Council  to  sanction  a new  table  of  tolls.  By  the  58th  section  of  the  statute  the 
table  of  tolls,  and  nothing  else,  is  the  rule  of  charge,  and  the  Commissioners  are 
required  to  exact  the  dues  upon  that  table  of  tolls,  and  none  other. 

2630.  Then,  is  the  Committee  to  understand  that  every  new  modification  of 
tne  tolls  requires  a new  table  of  tolls  ? — Certainly. 

2631.  Do  you  apply  to  the  Trinity  House  before  you  submit  an  application  to 
tne  Queen  m Council  ?— Sometimes  we  do,  upon  questions  arising  with  reference 
to  the  charges  for  dues  in  particular  situations. 

2632-  Is  it  imperative  that  you  should  first  consult  the  Trinity  House  J — It  is 
not.  J 

2633.  Was  the  last  application  of  yours,  in  1844,  with  the  consent,  or  after 
consulting  the  Trinity  House  ?— It  was  not. 

2634.  What  was  the  nature  of  the  complaint  made  by  the  Campbeltown 
seam-boat  owners ?-— The  nature  of  the  complaint  preferred  by  the  steam-boat 

wneis  was,  that  going  through  by  the  Sound  of  Kilbrannan,  they  avoid  seeing  the 
Jight  upon  Pladda.  c 

cy>2^'  ^r‘  ^icalfe-)  Have  the  Commissioners  taken  that  complaint  into  their 
frorn  thatch11  ^ ^ave  > anc^  they  think  the  company  ought  to  be  relieved 

— 'Th  KWiU  ^°U  S -ate  8roun(^s  upon  which  they  have  come  to  that  opinion  ? 
of  v-fu  t le  vesse^s.  in  question  take  a course  by  the  circuitous  route  of  the  Sound 

0 ofi  lanDall,  whieh  is  not  the  usual  course  of  sailing  vessels,  and  from  the  pecu- 

'3  x 3 liar 
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A.  Ctmingham.  liar  properties  of  steam  vessels,  they  are  enabled  to  steer  a course  by  which  th 

Esq.  derive  little  benefit,  if  any,  from  the  light  upon  Pladda.  The  table  of  tolls  is  t 

— so  framed  as  to  meet  such  a case,  but  it  contains  the  following  directions:  “Th‘ 

26  May  1845.  tab]e  is  framed  upon  the  supposition  that  all  vessels  are  to  go  by  the  outer  sound 

between  Lewis  and  Skye,  unless  where  the  nature  of  the  voyage  indicates  a prefer 
ence  for  the  inner  sound.  Should  they  proceed  by  the  inner  sound,  the  charge 
will  be  for  Lismore  instead  of  Barra  Head,  Skerry  Cove,  and  Rhinns  of  Islay  ” 
This  notice  does  not  embrace  the  Sound  of  Kilbrannan,  but  merely  instances 
several  of  the  other  larger  sounds  more  frequented ; but  there  seems  no  reason 
why  vessels  passing  by  all  the  inner  sounds  should  not  derive  a similar  benefit 
and  this  has  been  reported  to  the  Board  of  Trade. 

2637.  Admiral  Dundasi]  Have  you  made  any  representations  to  the  Privv 

Council  respecting  this  light? — We  have.  J 

2638.  When  was  that  ? — In  January  last. 

2639.  H°vv  °*ten  s*nce  *836  have  you  applied  to  the  Privy  Council  for  an 
alteration  in  the  scale  of  light  dues? — I should  say  five  or  six  times. 

2640.  And  have  they  always  been  paid  attention  to? — Always;  not  very 
speedily.  I may  explain  that  I have  had  interviews  with  the  Board  of  Trade  on 
the  subject  of  these  applications  which  are  now  before  them.  There  are  several 
others  before  the  Board,  and  they  have  delayed  giving  answers  to  them  pending 
the  evidence  taken  before  this  Committee. 

2641.  Will  you  explain  why,  in  the  return  to  the  order  for  all  applications  made 
by  the  Commissioners  to  the  Queen  in  Council  for  a reduction  of  duties  or  light 
dues,  there  is  only  a copy  of  one  dated  the  18th  of  January  1845? — There  is 
another  return  containing  the  general  correspondence,  which  embraces  these  appli- 
cations. 

2642.  Have  there  been  any  applications  to  the  Queen  in  Council  beyond  the 
one  dated  the  18th  of  January  1845? — Several. 

2643.  On  what  subject? — On  the  subject  of  altering  the  table  of  tolls. 

2644.  What  time  has  generally  elapsed  between  the  presentation  of  the  appli- 
cation and  the  answer  ? — The  time  has  been  very  variable ; on  some  occasions 
fully  12  months  ; on  others,  a few  months. 

2645.  Finally,  has  relief  been  given  to  these  Campbeltown  steam-boats ?— It 
has  not. 

2646.  Is  the  Committee  to  understand  that  the  Northern  Light  Commissioners 
concur  in  the  propriety  of  giving  that  relief? — They  do. 

2647.  And  as  soon  as  an  answer  is  obtained  from  the  Privy  Council  it  will  be 
afforded? — Yes,  an  answer  corroborating  the  views  of  the  Commissioners. 

2648.  Will  the  money  they  have  paid  pending  that  application  be  returned  to 
them  ? — I am  afraid  not. 

2649.  T*ave  3:ou  any  other  complaints  of  the  same  nature? — Yes.  this  complaint 
of  the  Campbelltown  steam-boats  forms  one  of  a general  statement  on  the  part  of 
all  steam-boat  proprietors  of  their  various  complaints. 

2650.  How  long  have  you  been  secretary  to  the  Commissioners  of  the  Northern 
Lights? — I was  appointed  joint-secretary  in  1842. 

2651.  Have  you  attended  all  their  meetings  and  minuted  their  proceedings 
since  then  ? — Invariably  ; unless  prevented  by  necessary  absence  from  Edinburgh. 

2C52.  Will  you  state  how  often  the  Commissioners  meet,  and  what  is  the  mode 
of  conducting  their  business  ? — The  standing  committee  meet  once  a forLnight. 

2653.  How  many  does  the  general  Board  consist  of  in  the  whole? — The 
general  Board  consists  of  the  Lord  Advocate,  the  Solicitor-general,  the  Provosts 
of  Edinburgh,  Glasgow,  Inverness,  and  Campbeltown,  and  the  Sheriffs  generally 
of  the  maritime  counties. 

2654.  Do  they  generally  reside  in  Edinburgh  ? — They  do,  with  the  exception 
of  the  provosts  of  the  country  boroughs  and  one  or  two  of  the  sheriffs. 

2655.  What  are  the  stated  meetings  of  the  general  Board  ? — The  general 
meetings  take  place  in  the  months  of  January,  March,  July,  and  November. 

2656.  Four  in  a year? — Yes. 

2657.  What  business  is  done  at  these  general  meetings? — They  revise  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  committee  meetings,  and  either  interpose  their  authority  or  dispose 
of  them  otherwise. 

2658.  How  many  committees  are  there? — There  is  the  standing  committee, 
which  meets  once  a fortnight,  except  in  the  months  of  April,  August,  and 
September. 

2659-  Who 
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2659.  Who  is  that  committee  composed  of,  and  how  many  generally  attend?— 
It  is  composed  of  the  Lord  Advocate,  the  Solicitor-general,  the  Provosts  of  Edin- 
burgh and  Glasgow,  and  all  the  sheriffs  resident  in  Edinburgh,  who  are  members 
of  the  Board. 

2660.  How  many  members  are  there? — About  16. 

2661.  The  provosts  of  Edinburgh  and  Glasgow  are  ex-officio,  changing  as  they 
change  ? — They  are. 

2662.  The  Lord  Advocate  also  changes  as  the  office  changes  ? — He  does. 

2663.  Then  who  are  the  permanent  members  ? — The  permanent  members  are 
the  sheriffs  of  counties,  so  long  as  they  continue. 

2664.  What  committees  do  they  appoint? — There  is  a committee  for  the 
superintendence  and  regulation  of  all  matters  connected  with  the  funds,  called  the 
finance  committee. 

2665.  Who  does  that  consist  of? — Four  or  five  members  of  the  Board. 

2666.  Bo  they  examine  and  audit  their  own  accounts  ?• — They  do. 

2667.  Is  there  no  auditor  appointed  ? — There  is. 

266S.  Who  is  he  ? — Mr.  Russell. 

2669.  He  is  an  accountant  ? — He  is  auditor  and  accountant. 

2670.  Does  he  present  to  them  quarterly,  or  at  stated  periods,  an  account 
drawn  up  ? — Half-yearly.  The  accounts  are  paid  twice  a year ; and  previous  to 
their  being  laid  before  the  committee,  Mr.  Russell  goes  through  the  whole  of  the 
accounts;  he  checks  the  calculations  and  summations,  compares  them  with  the 
orders  of  the  Board  to  see  they  have  been  authorized,  and  lays  them  before  the 
committee,  at  the  same  time  stating  to  the  committee  the  objections  which  occur 
to  him  in  going  over  the  accounts. 

2671.  Or  any  deviations  ? — Yes.  The  committee  then  take  up  the  accounts 
seriatim,  and  dispose  of  the  various  matters. 

2672.  Does  Mr.  Russell  examine  all  the  payments  and  vouchers  for  the  same  ? 
— He  does. 

2673.  Aud  does  the  committee  report  to  the  general  Board  twice  a vear? — 
They  do. 

2674.  And  the  general  Board  sanctions  their  acts? — They  do. 

2675.  What  other  committees  have  you  ? — There  are  besides  the  standing 
permanent  committee,  a committee  for  regulating  the  superannuation  allowances, 
before  whom  all  applications  come  in  the  first  instance ; and  there  is  a committee 
for  beacons  and  buoys. 

2676.  What  is  the  Bell  Rock  committee ? — That  is  the  standing  committee; 
they  were  appointed  for  the  building  of  the  Bell  Rock  lighthouse,  and  they  have 
continued  ever  since  under  that  name. 

2677.  And  to  the  committee  on  buoys  all  applications  connected  with  lights, 
beacons,  and  buoys  are  referred  ? — All  applications  connected  with  beacons  and 
buoys,  not  lights. 

2678.  To  whom  are  the  lights  referred? — They  come  before  the  general 
committee. 

2679.  Then  the  general  committee  takes  the  superintendence  of  lights,  and  the 
small  committee  superintends  beacons  and  buoys  ? — Yes. 

2680.  I observe  the  application  of  the  magistrates  of  Campbeltown  respecting 
a light  upon  Sanna,  and  the  other  light  applied  for,  was  referred  to  the  Bell  Rock 
committee  ? — They  were. 

2681.  How  is  that? — The  Bell  Rock  committee  take  all  applications  for 
lights. 

2682.  Have  you  any  other  committees  ? — There  are  always  committees  ap- 
pointed for  the  superintendence  of  lighthouses  in  the  course  of  erection,  and  the 
Board  are  in  the  habit  of  remitting  any  matters  of  importance  which  arise  to  the 
consideration  of  a special  committee  to  report  thereon. 

2683.  In  the  case  of  an  application  from  any  part  of  the  coast  for  a new  light, 
to  whom  is  that  referred  ? — That  goes  in  the  first  instance  before  the  standing 
committee,  the  Bell  Rock  committee. 

2684.  Upon  their  report  what  takes  place  ? — They  either  remit  it  for  the  report 
of  the  engineer  or  take  such  other  course  as  the  nature  of  the  application  may 
indicate. 

2685.  Does  the  engineer  attend  all  the  committees  ? — He  does. 

2086.  Upon  every  occasion  ?— Upon  every  occasion. 

0,3G'-  x 4 2687.  Is 


A.  Cuninghanif 
Esq. 
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A.  Cuningham,  2687.  Is  he  the  person  to  carry  out  all  the  orders  of  the  committees  as  reen  d 
Esq.  the  lighthouses,  beacons,  and  buoys? — He  is.  ° rds 

~ 2688.  Is  he  authorized  to  execute  the  works,  having  once  received  an  ord 

sG  May  1845.  without  reference  to  the  committees? — No;  every  item  is  submitted  to  1 rJ*’ 
mittee  of  the  Board.  ' m~ 

2689.  By  him? — Yes. 

2690.  Who  appoints  the  keepers  and  servants  of  the  different  lighthouses  - 

The  Board. 

2691 . Upon  whose  examination  or  recommendation  ? — In  the  first  instance  tli 
parties  apply  to  be  put  upon  the  list  of  applicants  for  the  situation,  and  if  admitted6 
before  being  received  into  the  service,  they  are  sent  for  education  to  the  Bell  Rock 
or  to  Inchkeith. 

2692.  Do  all  the  keepers  pass  through  that  examination  ?— Every  one;  no 

person  is  allowed  to  be  put  upon  the  list  unless  he  is  reported  to  have  fully  quaij. 
tied  himself,  and  to  be  able  to  take  charge  of  a lighthouse.  M 

2C93.  Is  any  other  scientific  man  employed  but  Mr.  Stevenson  ? — No. 

2694.  Does  he  perform  the  whole  of  the  executive  part,  prepare  plans,  submit 
estimates,  and  superintend  the  works? — He  does. 

2695.  Has  he  any  extra  allowance  for  those  duties  beyond  the  900/.  a year 
•which  is  put  down  as  his  salary,  out  of  which  he  pays  two  clerks? — None,  except 
a guinea  a day  travelling  expenses  when  he  is  going  round  the  coast. 

2696.  We  understand  that  out  of  900/.  a year,  he  has  to  pay  200 l.  to  two 
clerks  ? — I believe  it  is  200  l. 

2697.  Then  the  amount  of  900  l.  a year,  and  a guinea  a day  travelling  expenses, 
covers  all  the  expenses  connected  with  plans,  models,  surveys  and  superintendence 
of  works  ?— I am  not  certain  that  it  covers  the  expense  of  models,  and  I think 
occasionally  he  is  allowed  assistance  in  extensive  surveys ; he  requires  an  assistant 
in  additional  surveys,  occasionally. 

2698.  Is  that  when  he  is  employed  with  reference  to  buoys  and  beacons?— Yes. 

2699.  Admiral  Dundas.]  If  any  new  lighthouse  was  to  be  constructed,  would 
that  add  considerably  to  the  salary  of  Mr.  Stevenson? — No;  he  has  no  com- 
mission, the  salary  covers  everything ; he  is  specially  bound  by  the  terms  of  his 
appointment. 

2700.  Mr.  Duncan.']  He  has  no  commission  on  the  outlay? — No;  tSereisno 
extra  allowance  allowed  by  the  Board  in  any  department. 

2701.  Admiral  Dundas. ] Have  you  built  any  new  lighthouses  within  the  last 
five  years? — Yes  ; we  have  built  several. 

2702.  Since  Mr.  Alan  Stevenson  was  engineer? — Yes;  the  Skerryvore  has 
been  completed  since  his  appointment  as  engineer  ; lie  was  resident  engineer  at 
the  time  it  was  built,  but  not  engineer  to  the  Board. 

2703.  Probably  you  have  built  110  lighthouses  since  he  has  been  engineer?— 
W e have  built  one  at  Covesea,  one  at  Channonry  and  one  at  Cromarty. 

2704.  Mr.  A.  Chapman .]  Arc  these  considered  coasting  lights  or  harbour 
lights  ? They  are  coasting  lights ; there  are  six  built  and ' building,  and  there 
are  seven  large  beacons  erected. 

2705.  Chairman.]  For  the  superintendence  of  these  works  had  Mr.  Stevenson 
any  extra  allowance  as  engineer? — Not  as  engineer,  but  as  resident  engineer  at 
Skerryvore. 

2706.  Admiral  Dundas.]  I understand  none  of  the  Commissioners  receive  any 
compensation  for  their  attendance? — None  whatever. 

2707.  Is  the  auditor  paid  for  the  examination  of  the  accounts? — He  is;  he 
has  200  l.  a year. 

2708.  Are  the  accounts  presented  to  Parliament  every  year? — An  abstract  is 
presented  every  year. 

2709.  Chairman.]  By  whom  are  the  payments  made  ? — By  the  secretary. 

2710.  With  whom  is  the  casli  account  kept? — The  duties  collected  are  all 
remitted  to  the  Royal  Bank  of  Scotland  from  the  collectors.  They  do  not-pass 
tlnough  the  hands  of  any  officer  of  the  Board  at  all.  We  are  in  constant 
communication  as  to  the  state  of  the  receipts,  and  know  how  the  account 
stands  from  day  to  day.  AH  payments  are  made  by  the  secretary,  for  which  pur- 
pose money  is  imprested  into  his  hands,  from  time  to  time,  by  drafts  signed  by 
him,  and  countersigned  by  two  members  of  the  Board. 

2711.  At® 
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2711.  Are  the  drafts  for  more  than  the  actual  payments,  or  are  the  sDecific 
payments  specified  on  the  drafts  signed  by  the  two  members  ?— They  are  not  for 
specific  payments.  J 

2712 ’ Then  does  the  secretary  keep  a current  running  account  of  the  advances 
received  and  the  payments  made  ? — He  does. 

2713.  And  who  audits  that  account?— The  auditor. 

2714.  Are  all  payments  that  are  made  by  direct  order  upon  the  bank  or 
through  your  bands,  as  secretary,  entered  in  your  accounts  ?— They  are. 

2715.  Is  there  anything  paid  to  the  banker  for  receiving  your  money  ? There 

is ; he  receives  a quarter  per  cent,  commission  on  the  receipt.  ' 

271  S,oes  be  recelve  any  allowance  upon  payments? — None. 

271 7.  I he  payments  being  made  by  transfer  to  your  account  ?— Tes. 

271  . Admiral  Dundas .]  Have  you  had  any  communication  with  the  officers 
of  the  navy  surveying  the  east  coast  of  Scotland  ?— I have  not. 

JT9'  Mr'  How  often  are  remittances  made  from  the  collectors,  or 

are  there  any  stated  periods  when  the  collections  must  be  remitted  ? — The  codec 
ors  remit  quarterly;  on  the  30th  of  March,  the  30th  of  June,  the  30th  of  Sep- 
tember, and  the  31st  of  December.  They  are  allowed  21  days  to  complete  their 
accounts  and  make  their  remittances,  and  if  the  remittances  are  not  received 
within  the  period  prescribed,  an  immediate  application  is  made  to  them 
2720  Is  the  same  per-centage  allowed  to  all  your  collectors  ?— The  same  ■ y l 
r;  ™ ? -le  exceP.tl0n  lbat>  “P°n  the  out-ports,  they  are  allowed  to  charee 
collectors  “ add,tlon’  because  we  hoid  the“  responsible  for  the  sub- 

h°W  many  ?.ut"Ports  are  there  ? — I cannot  answer  that  question. 

2?22’  How  many  direct  collectors  do  you  correspond  with  ?— Thirty. 

2723.  l)o  those  30  give  yon  security? — They  do. 

v l7n4'  3°  a“ount  is  security  asked  from  these  30  collectors 5 It  is  un- 
limited ; for  their  whole  intromissions.  rtisun- 

2725.  Then  the  Committee  is  to  understand,  that  beyond  the  30  collectors  at 
s>  atal Iolhfer  oct-portsyon  pay  7J  per  celt,  for  co^LtTonP-The 
collectoreat  all  the  out-ports  receive  five  per  cent,,  the  same  as  the  collectors  at 
the  principal  ports  ; but  as  the  principal  collector  is  held  responsible  for  the  sub- 
,s  a owe  iTo  h ‘ ' "“""I  reCe‘Ved  by  bim’  in  “deration  of  ?hat  re.ponsib  lity  he 
Zfi Mr  mTZ  Ptf  CeDL  °n  the  oat-Port  “"“.ion  iu  add*tion.  J 
account  ?-Mo^omplefeIyV.e  a"y  ”eimS  °f  ‘he  difeent  “lla«°rs- 

are^ed  ""  °f  “,e  chcck  ?~A11  the 

whenlhe^are^emVut0^  thptkat  ^ 86111  °Ut  ™”bei  ad ’-They  are  not  numbered 
inen  mey  are  sent  out,  the  number  sent  out  is  known  ; they  are  not  numbered 

themselves.  Each  ot  the  boobs,  of  which  I hold  one  in  my  hand  contains  2 so 
receipts  ; these  are  given  out  to  the  collectors  as  they  apply  For  them.’  They  trans- 
mit the.  accounts  at  the  end  of  the  quarter,  and  every  entry  we  know  vouches  for 

evhTbhs  m'd6  thev  ft  a‘f  "Uh  th!l  “ °f  tbe  receipts’  "bich  their  account 
mbits,  and  they  are  also  required,  with  every  account  which  they  render  to 

make  a return  of  the  receipts  in  hand.  We  know,  by  checking  thL  with  the 

0f“he receipt  °!  isSUedj  "'hen  tllere  is  an  error  in  *e  number 

accounted  for  ’ lmmedlateIy  a correspondence  takes  place,  and  the  mistake  is 

instSof^ir  of  J°U  k“°"'  that  ,the  collectors  may  not  give  a written  receipt 
ms  ead  of  one  ot  your  p„„led  receipts  ?-The  shipmaster  will  take  very  good  care 

3vid  nl  ° he  kT7  n?thinf5  but  these  P™ted  receipts  will  be  taken  in 
nothin  isnerei-ytoPl  el0’ 7 j kl.D-do.m  = tha  instruction  to  all  collectors  is,  that 
272?  Mr  n,  b Tw?  a bIJt  theSe  pnnted  ]'eceipts  issued  by  the  Boards. 
Por/rolWm™  do Z'  Wben  1 tlle  quarterly  account  is  returned  from  any  of  the 

office  in  Edtabmgh  ^Ttey'Vo  n?ralnlng  P°,li0n  °f  theSe  reCe!ptS  l°  the  head 
vesttfforfLhfd'  anytb|ng  then  to  prevent  a manuscript  receipt  being  given  to  a 
toede1eSLnSht  mS‘ead  °f  the  PHnted  form ?-There  is  not,  except  tfe  liability 

lhe27ports  musXT]  1^“'  fl™6  is  ,bere  of  detection  The  collectors  at  all 
n 1 before  u could  succeed. 

o*6  r'  for  instance,  I clear  out  a vessel  for  America,  and  pay 

Y the 


A.  Cuningham, 
Esq. 
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A.  Cuninpham.  the  ligHt  dues  on  that  vessel,  what  check  have  you  that  the  collector  will  give  me  a 

Esq‘ printed  receipt? — If  the  collector  adopted  the  course  which  is  now  pointed  out 

26  Ma  i»45  ie  never  cou'^  Put  short  check  into  his  account. 

2734.  He  could  not  put  the  short  check  in  your  account ; but  is  there  any 
obligation  for  his  stating  that  such  a vessel  has  cleared  out,  and  he  has  received 
the  light  dues  from  her  at  all  ? — No. 

2735.  Then  do  you  consider  that  a complete  check  ? — It  is  certainly  liable  to 
that  fraud. 

2736.  Chairman .]  Might  not  the  numbering  of  the  checks,  before  they  were 
delivered  to  the  separate  collectors,  and  requiring  a strict  account  of  them,  with 

direction  that  none  but  printed  receipts  should  be  received,  be  a better  check? 

No;  it  would  not  obviate  the  objection. 

2737.  Are  there  any  directions  that  shipmasters  must  only  take  a printed  form 
of  receipt? — No  ; we  have  no  opportunity  of  giving  directions  to  shipmasters. 

2738.  Is  there  any  public  notice  ? — No. 

2739.  Mr.  A.  Chapman.']  Do  not  your  collectors  transmit  to  you,  either  monthly 
or  quarterly,  a regular  return  of  the  tonnage  of  all  ships  which  have  paid  li«ht 
dues  in  the  ports  where  they  are  stationed  ? — They  do  quarterly. 

2740.  Then  from  the  tonnage,  and  a statement  of  the  voyages,  you  calculate 
whether  he  has  made  a right  return  or  not  ? — "We  do. 

2741.  Admiral  Dundas.]  Has  there  been  any  instance  of  any  collector  in 
Scotland  making  a false  return,  or  being  in  default  in  his  payments? — There  has 
not. 

2742.  Chairman.]  Has  any  effort  been  made  to  reduce  the  amount  paid  for 
collection  below  the  five  per  cent,  which  is  stated  in  the  return  ? — None  ; various 
complaints  have  been  made  by  the  collectors  that  the  remuneration  is  inadequate. 

2743.  Admiral  Dundas.]  Can  you  state  what  amount  of  receipts  you  pay 
per  cent,  for  ? — I have  not  the  means  of  stating  at  present. 

2744.  Chairjjian.]  Are  you  aware  what  commission  the  collector  of  northern 
light  dues  receives  in  Liverpool  ?—  He  receives  five  per  cent. 

2745.  What  dues  that  amount  to  per  annum? — In  the  year  1843  lt  ms 
343l.iQS.4d. 

2746.  Mr.  Duncan.]  1 believe  you  have  119  different  ports  at  which  the  nor- 
thern light  dues  are  collected  ? — We  have,  including  England  and  Ireland. 

2747.  Is  the  Committee  to  understand  that  at  all  beyond  the  30  ports  you 
mentioned,  a commission  of  7?*  per  cent,  is  paid  upon  the  collection? — No;  all 
beyond  the  119  ports. 

2748.  You  have  stated  there  are  only  30  ports  in  Scotland  ? — These  are  the 
principal  ports  at  which  there  are  collectors. 

2749.  Can  you  state  the  amount  at  any  ports  beyond  those  30? — I cannot. 

2750.  Chairman.]  "What  is  the  exact  per-centage  upon  the  whole  of  your 
receipts? — In  the  year  1843  the  amount  was  2,325  l.  5 s.  8 d. 

2751.  What  was  the  amount  received  ? — £.43,850.  13  s.  8 d. 

2-52.  What  per-centage  is  that  upon  the  gross  amount? — Five  per  cent. ; there 
is  about  200  l.  overplus. 

2753*  Mr.  Mitcalfe.]  Have  you  any  bad  debts? — We  have  never  had  any,  with 
one  exception. 

2754.  What  exception  was  that? — That  was  in  a recent  instance  at  the  port  of 
Dundee. 

2755-  What  are  the  circumstances? — The  owner  of  a steam  vessel  named  the 
Benledi,  plying  between  Leith  and  Dundee,  represented  his  vessel  as  being  only 
of  the  tonnage  of  42  tons;  it  was  recently  discovered  that  instead  of  being 42 
tons,  upon  which  he  had  paid  for  nearly  five  years,  the  vessel  was  102  tons,  and 
the.  claim  for  the  difference  upon  the  amount  of  light  dues  amounted  to  nearly 
350 1.  That  person  has  since  become  a bankrupt. 

2756.  Chairman.]  Was  it  not  the  duty  of  the  collector  at  Leith  to  see  that  the 
vessel  was  charged  according  to  the  registered  tonnage  ? — I must  state  that  the 
collector  at  Leith  had  improperly  allowed  the  payment  due  at  the  port  of  Leith  to 
run  into  arrear.  Upon  that  fact  coming  to  the  knowledge  of  the  Board,  they  im- 
mediately ordered  him  to  pay  up  the  full  amount  due,  which  he  has  done. 

2757-  Does  he  not  report  quarterly  to  you  ? — He  does. 

2758.  Had  the  accountant  no  check  or  means  of  ascertaining  whether  the  col- 
lector’s account  was  correct  ? — The  accountant  has  no  means,  nor  has  any  one 

any 
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any  means  of  ascertaining  as  to  steam  vessels  plying  with  passengers  from  port  to 
port. 

2759.  Does  your  Board  take  any  means  to  ascertain,  generally,  what  the  ton- 
nage  of  every  vessel  paying  light  dues  is  ?— 1 The  collectors  are  entitled  to  demand 
-certificates  of  registry. 

2760.  Then  if  the  collector  neglect  his  duty,  have  you  any  remedy  ? The  col- 

lector is  bound  to  us  in  a bond,  which  may  immediately  be  put  into  execution  if 
he  neglects  his  duty. 

2761.  When  you  find  it  out? — Yes. 

2762.  Mr.  Duncan.]  In  this  instance  of  the  Benledi,do  you  hold  your  collector 
at  Leith  responsible  for  the  350  l due  to  you  ?— No,  that  350  l.  has  arisen  in 
Dundee. 

2763.  Who  collects  in  Dundee? — The  present  collector  is  Mr.  Jolly. 

2764.  Do  you  pay  five  per  cent,  upon  his  collection? — Yes. 

2765.  Has  he  given  you  a bond  for  his  intromissions? — Yes. 

. 27^-  Then  why  not  follow  that  up?— Because  the  blame  does  not  rest  with 
him. 

2767.  Where  does  the  blame  rest? — The  error  commenced  during  the  collec- 

torship  of  Mr.  Symers,  who  was  formerly  collector  of  light  dues  at  Dundee.  I 
believe  the  fact  is,  that  there  was  exhibited  to  the  officer  at  Dundee  a register 
which  showed  that  the  vessel  was  42  tons;  and  all  the  dues  at  Dundee,  as  well 
as  the  light  dues,  were  collected  upon  that  tonnage.  Upon  the  present  collector 
succeeding  to  his  appointment,  he  continued  to  charge  the  vessel  at  the  same  rate 
at  which  he  found  it  had  been  previously  charged  in  the  former  collector’s  time 
and  we  have  not  been  able  to  succeed  in  putting  the  blame  of  wilful  neglect  upon 
any  party  whatever.  r 

2768.  Can  you  state  how  that  false  certificate  of  tonnage  was  found  out? The 

collector  at  Leith  having  allowed  the  arrears  to  accumulate  upon  that  steam  ves- 
sel, the  owner  applied  to  the  Commissioners  for  relief.  He  stated  incidentally  in 
that  petition,  as  an  objection  to  the  charge,  that  he  was  charged  at  Leith  upon 
102  tons,  when  at  Dundee  he  was  only  charged  upon  42  tons.  Instantly  upon 
that  being  read,  a minute  investigation  ensued,  and  the  whole  thine:  was 
discovered.  ° 

2769.  Did  it  appear  that  the  collector  at  Dundee  had  put  into  his  pocket  the 
ditierence  between  the  42  tons  and  102  tons? — No  ; the  collector’s  accounts  at 
Dundee  have  been  examined  from  the  commencement  of  the  allegation  downwards 
and  they  have  been  found  invariably  correct,  though  short  stated. 

2770.  Did  Mr.  Symers  at  Dundee,  being  the  collector  at  that  time  for  the 
northern  lights,  get  a certificate  of  tonnage  amounting  only  to  42  tons,  put  into 
Ins  hands  by  the  owner?— I do  not  know  that  I am  entitled  to  say  that.  By  the 
registry  laws,  steam-boats  are  entitled  to  deduct  the  cubical  contents  of  their  en»:ne- 
room  from  their  tonnage,  and  this  person  had  his  tonnage  stated  in  his  register  at 
102  tons,  and  it  was  also  stated  that  the  cubical  contents  of  the  engine-room  was  so 
and  so,  and  he  represented  to  the  people  at  Dundee  that  the  cubical  contents  of 
the  engine-room  should  he  deducted  from  the  102  tons,  whereas,  in  fixincr  the 
i°2  tons,  it  had  been  previously  deducted,  and  by  that  representation  he^  suc- 
ceeded in  getting  the  cubical  contents  of  the  engine-room  twice  deducted. 

2771.  In  fact  he  stated  to  the  collector  of  the  dues  that  the  cubical  contents  of 
the  engme-room  were  to  be  deducted  from  the  102  tons? — Yes,  that  appears  to 
be  the  fact;  but  he  has  never  himself  stated  that  was  what  he  did. 

/U72-  ^ou  ^ave  no  doubt  your  own  mind  that  was  the  way  it  was  done  ? 

I have  no  doubt  that  was  the  way  the  fraud  was  committed. 

277 3-  Chairman.]  Had  not  your  accountant  the  means  of  detecting  the  dif- 
ference in  the  payments  for  the  same  ship  at  Dundee  and  at  Leith  r No ; 

because  the  charge  for  the  ship  at  Leith  had  never  appeared  in  the  account-  it 
was  in  arrear. 

2774.  How  long  was  it  in  arrear  at  Leith  ?— For  three  or  four  years. 

2775-  Was  not  that  a fault  in  the  accountant? — No,  we  have  no  means  whatever 
ot  ascertaining  as  to  steam  vessels  carrying  passengers  from  port  to  port ; we  cannot 
^ nd  them  out ; there  are  no  customs’  regulations  to  which  they  are  liable  ; they 
are  not  bound  to  report  themselves  in  any  shape;  they  mav  conic  when  they  like 
°r  go  when  they  like.  ' 

2776.  Do  they  not  require  clearances? — None;  if  they  have  cargoes,  they  do  ■ 
»0  ac^>  that  s0  Httle  was  the  fact  of  this  vessel  known,  that  upon  appli- 
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cation  to  the  collector  of  customs  at  Leith,  he  seemed  quite  surprised  to  hear 
there  was  such  a vessel  upon  the  passage.  5 

2777.  Does  the  same  rule  exist  in  other  ports  as  well  as  Leith  in  that  respect? 
— It  exists  in  all  the  ports. 

2778.  Then  in  what  way  could  there  be  any  check  over  steam-boats  carrying 
passengers  alone? — I have  directed  my  attention  to  that  subject  under  the  instruc- 
tions of  the  Board,  and  it  is  one  of  exceeding  great  difficulty.  I suggested,  some 
time  ago,  a sort  of  licence,  just  for  the  sake  of  getting  a registry  of  them,  but 
nothing  has  been  done. 

2779.  appears  that  the  Government  has  advanced  25,000  /.  to  the  Northern 
Light  Board.  Will  you  explain  for  what  purpose  that  was  advanced,  and  whether 
it  has  been  paid? — That  25,000/  was  advanced  under  the  provisions  of  the  Act  of 
46  Geo.  3,  c.  132,  towards  the  building  of  the  Bell  Rock  lighthouse,  and  it  has 
been  repaid. 

2780.  I observe  in  1834  the  total  debt  due  to  the  Government  was  30,000/. 
and  to  bankers  22,000  /.,  making  a total  of  52,000  l.  Will  you  explain  how  much 
of  that  remains  due  now  ? — The  whole  of  that  has  been  paid  with  the  exception  of 
5,000  /.  due  to  Government,  and  an  arrear  of  six  years’  interest  postponed,  amount- 
ing to  9,000  /.,  under  the  terms  of  the  Act  of  the  54  Geo.  3,  c.  136,  for  purchas- 
ing the  Isle  of  May. 

2781^  By  the  return  before  the  Committee  it  appears  that  five  per  cent,  has 
been  paid  by  you  during  all  the  period  to  Government  ? — It  has. 

2782.  Has  not  money  been  obtainable  at  much  lower  rates  during  that  period? 
— It  has  generally  been  obtainable  at  about  one  per  cent,  lower. 

2783.  Has  any  application  been  made  to  Government  to  reduce  the  rate  of 
interest  ? — Several. 

2784.  Aud  what  was  the  answer? — The  answer  was,  that  they  had  no  power 
to  reduce  the  interest.  The  Act  specifies  five  per  cent,  per  annum. 

2785.  And  that  has  been  the  answer?  — That  has  been  the  answer. 

2786.  Will  you  explain  how  the  postponement  of  six  years’  interest  has 
operated  in  favour  of  the  Board  ? — It  operates  to  this  extent  in  favour  of  the 
Board,  that,  although  they  are  now  apparently  owing  to  the  Government  5,000/. 
of  the  principal,  upon  which  we  are  paying  interest  at  five  per  cent.,  we  owe 
them  14,000/.,  which  brings  the  interest  down  to  little  more  than  1 J per  cent. 

2787.  Have  you  not  money  in  hand  sufficient  to  discharge  that  amount?— 
Certainly. 

2788.  Then  why  not  discharge  both  amounts? — We  can  get  larger  interest 
from  the  surplus. 

2789.  From  whom? — From  the  bankers  ; we  get  two  per  cent,  from  the 
bankers. 

27 9° ■ You  are  not  required  by  this  Act  to  pay  it  up  as  speedily  as  you  can  ?— No. 

2791.  What  interest  is  charged  you  by  the  bankers  when  you  are  overdrawn? 
— Four  per  cent,  at  present. 

2792.  And  during  the  whole  time  has  that  been  the  case;  during  the  last  10 
years;  since  1833  ? — No,  it  has  frequently  been  five  per  cent. 

2793-  What  interest  do  they  pay  when  they  have  cash  in  hand  ? — It  varies; 
at  present  it  is  two  per  cent. ; I have  known  it  as  high  as  four  per  cent. 

2794-  Is  there  any  intention  at  the  present  moment  of  lowering  the  general 
duties  on  lights? — There  is. 

'2795‘  What  is  the  proposition;  is  that  the  proposition  set  forth  in  the  memo- 
rial to  the  Queen  in  Council? — Yes. 

2796.  Will  you  state  upon  what  grounds,  and  to  what  extent  that  deduction  is 
to  be  made  ? It  is  proposed  to  abate  the  charge  of  one  penny  upon  the  Bell 
Hock,  upon  the  east  coast,  to  a halfpenny,  and  to  give  an  equivalent  abatement 
to  the  trade  upon  the  west  coast,  as  near  as  may  be. 

2797.  What  will  the  average  amount  be  per  cent,  of  the  gross  receipts, 
according  to  the  report  of  the  committee  ? — Taking  the  gross  amount  at  40,000/., 
the  deduction  is  estimated  to  amount  to  about  5,000/.  per  annum,  which  will  be 
about  one-eighth  of  the  whole  amount,  or  12  J per  cent,  on  the  annual  receipts. 

2798.  What  is  the  actual  amount  paid  annually  for  the  maintenance  of  the 
lights,  exclusive  ol  all  other  charges  ? — -The  general  expenses  of  the  lighthouses, 
exclusive  of  new  works,  average  from  20,000/.  to  22,000  /.  In  1843  it  was 
22,183/.  17  id. 

2799.  What  was  the  surplus  in  that  year  ? — At  was  21,900/.  is.  4 d. 

2800.  Admiral 
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2800.  Admiral  Du ndas You  have  mentioned  a proposition  for  the  reduction 
of  your  light  dues  ; is  that  proposition  made  to  the  Privy  Council  in  concert  with 
the  Trinity  Board  and  the  Commissioners  in  Ireland? — It  is  not. 

2801.  Then  the  Committee  is  to  understand  that  no  communication  has  passed 
between  those  Boards  and  your  Commissioners  respecting  such  proposed  reduction  ? 
— I am  not  aware  that  any  has  taken  place. 

2802.  Would  it  add  to  the  general  benefit  of  trade,  if  the  lights,  buoys  and 
beacons  in  the  United  Kingdom  could  be  under  the  control  of  one  Board? — It 
certainly  would  facilitate  the  correspondence  and  other  matters  connected  with  it, 
but  if  it  had  the  tendency  to  withdraw  all  the  correspondence  from  every  point  to 
London,  I think  it  would  not  facilitate  it.  Speaking  generally,  I think  one  Board 
for  the  control  of  the  affairs  of  the  kingdom  would  be  very  useful. 

2803.  Chairman .]  From  your  experience  would  it  not  facilitate  the  general 
system,  if  in  all  cases  where  new  lights  were  required,  or  where  reductions  or 
modifications  of  the  dues  were  required,  there  should  be  some  one  Board  to  whom 
reference  should  be  made  by  all  England,  Scotland,  and  Ireland  ? — Unques- 
tionably. The  course  at  present  adopted  is  an  application  to  the  Queen  in  Council, 
which  application  is  remitted  by  the  Queen  in  Council  to  the  Board  of  Trade, 
and  the  Board  of  Trade  generally  remit  it  for  the  consideration  and  advice  of  the 
Trinity  House.  It  then  comes  back  from  the  Trinity  House  to  the  Board  of 
Trade,  and  the  Board  of  Trade  reports  to  the  Queen  in  Council,  and  in  that  way 
many  months  elapse  before  we  receive  any  answer. 

2804.  Great  delay  is  occasioned,  which  would  be  avoided  if  there  were  one 
Board? — Yes;  so  much  is  that  the  case,  that  the  Commissioners  have  come  to 
the  resolution,  that  instead  of  conducting  those  matters  by  correspondence,  they 
shall  be  conducted  by  a personal  conference ; and  I have  been  sent  up  twice  this 
year  already,  for  the  purpose  of  explaining  to  the  Board  of  Trade  the  applications 
we  have  made  to  them. 

2805.  Are  you  able  to  state  the  opinion  of  any  of  your  Board  as  to  the  benefit 
that  would  be  derived  from  one  central  authority  to  regulate  the  lighthouse 
business  of  the  United  Kingdom  ? — I know  the  opinion  of  individual  members  of 
the  Board  to  be,  that,  in  matters  connected  with  the  placing  of  lighthouses,  the 
questions  arising  from  that  would  be  beneficially  vested  in  the  control  of  one 
Board  ; and  some  of  them  entertain  the  idea  that  it  would  be  better  vested  in 
the  Board  of  Admiralty,  or  some  nautical  Board.  The  grounds  upon  which  they 
are  of  that  opinion  are,  that  virtually,  by  the  statute,  at  the  present  moment,  some 
such  control  is  vested  by  a circuitous  route  in  such  a body ; the  Trinity  House, 
in  whom  the  power  and  control  is  vested,  and  the  Commissioners  differing  in 
opinion,  a reference  is  authorized  to  the  Queen  in  Council ; the  Queen  in  Council 
naturally  does  not  read  these  matters,  but  sees  them  with  the  eyes  of  the  Admi- 
ralty, or  some  other  nautical  Board,  to  whom,  I presume  any  such  appeal  would 
be  referred ; so  that,  virtually,  the  course  which  the  Commissioners  think  would 
be  the  preferable  one,  is  in  existence  in  the  invidious  shape  of  an  appeal  from  a 
previous  difference  of  opinion. 

2806.  When  you  allude  to  the  control  which  is  in  the  Trinity  House  over  your 
Board,  you  do  not  include  any  control  with  regard  to  the  charges  for  lights,  but 
only  for  the  erection  of  lights? — By  the  statute,  the  Trinity  House  has  no  control 
over  the  charges. 

2807.  Admiral  Dundas.']  Are  you  aware  of  the  44th  section  of  the  G & 7 Will,  4, 
c-  79>  by  which  power  is  given  to  the  Trinity  House,  their  workmen  and  servants, 
to  enter  any  of  your  lighthouses,  and  to  view  the  condition  thereof? — I am  aware 
of  it. 

2808.  Have  you  found  that  by  personal  application  to  the  Board  of  Trade  your 
business  is  expedited  ? — I have  scarcely  had  an  opportunity  of  ascertaining 
that  yet. 

2809.  I think  you  said  you  had  been  twice  to'London  for  that  purpose  ? — Only 
this  year;  and  the  answer  we  have  had  from  the  Board  of  Trade  is,  that  they  are 
suspending  proceedings  pending  this  Committee. 

2810.  Has  the  application  from  Campbelltown  been  referred  to  at  the  Board  of 
Trade  ? —It  has,  and  fully  discussed. 

2811.  Chairman .]  In  fact,  the  Board  in  Edinburgh  has  sent  you  up  for  the 
purpose  of  preventing  delay  ? — Yes,  and  correspondence. 

2812.  The  system  now  occasions  great  delay  and  correspondence? — It  does. 

0.36.  Y 3 
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Alexander  Cuningham,  Esq.  called  in;  and  further  Examined. 

2813.  Chairman.']  IS  there  anything  in  your  evidence  which  you  wish  to 
explain  ? — With  reference  to  the  answer  to  Question  2737,  I have  to  state 
that  the  following  notice  is  issued  to  all  ship-masters  in  the  table  of  tolls:— 
“ Collectors  are  required  to  grant  to  the  master  of  every  ship  or  vessel  who 
shall  pay  any  light  dues  a receipt,  expressing  fully  and  plainly  his  name,  the 
name  of  the  vessel,  the  place  to  which  she  belongs,  her  voyage  and  tounage 
and  the  amount  of  duties  paid,  and  such  receipt  to  be  duly  signed  under  the 
collector’s  own  hand.  The  collectors  are  authorized  to  demand  exhibition  of 
the  receipt  for  the  last  payment,  and  nothing  but  a receipt  authenticated  as 
above,  and.  in  the  form  authorized  by  the  Commissioners,  will  be  received  as 
evidence.”  _ The  table  of  tolls  is  sent,  in  the  terms  of  the  statute,  to  every  port 
m the  United  Kingdom,  so  that  ship-masters  have  ample  opportunity  of 
reading  the  instructions. 

2814.  In  answer  to  Question  2604,  you  state  that  the  Elder  Brethren  visited 
the  whole  coast  of  Scotland  in  the  latter  part  of  the  summer  of  1843;  have 
you  the  Report  made  by  the  Elder  Brethren  upon  that  occasion  ?— Yes,  I have, 
and  will  hand  in  a copy  of  it. 

2815.  You  have  stated  that  the  system  of  separate  Boards  and  separate  refer- 
ences before  the  work  can  be  carried  on,  occasions  delay  and  correspondence ; 
will  you  state  what  are  the  causes  of  that  delay  ? — At  present,  in  questions  arising 
with  regard  to  the  duties,  the  Commissioners  are  required  by  the  statute  to 
apply  to  the  Queen  in  Council ; these  applications  are  usually  remitted  by  the 
Queen  in  Council  to  the  Board  of  Trade.  The  Board  of  Trade  generally  remit 
them  again  to  the  Trinity  House  for  their  observations,  or  a . correspondence 
takes  place  with  the  Commissioners  for  explanation.  On  these  answers  being 
received,  the  Board  of  Trade  make  a report,  which  is  again  submitted  to  the 
Queen  in  Council  before  an  answer  is  finally  authorized  to  be  sent  to  us.  In 
this  way  they  have  to  wait  for  a considerable  time  before  a Council  meets,  and 
then  they  have  to  wait  for  another  Council  to  confirm  that  report.  It  is  these 
several  proceedings  which  cause  the  delay. 

28 16.  Can  you  state  what  has  been  the  period  of  delay  in  any  of  these 
applications  ? — I can  state  from  recollection  that  we  applied  to  the  Queen  in 
Council  for  power  to  levy  a toll  on  buoys  in  November  1 842,  and  the  warrant 
following  that  application  is  dated  March  1844,  being  about  15  months ; but  that 
was  a very  peculiar  case.  There  were  several  difficulties  arose  with  regard  to 
the  terms  of  the  statute. 

2817.  Was  the  report  approving  of  the  amended  table? — It  was  only  par- 
tially approving  of  our  application. 

28 18.  There  was  an  application  to  the  Queen  in  Council  on  the  9th  of 
February  1838;  what  was  the  subject  of  that  application,  and  when  was  an 
answer  received? — The  subject  of  that  application  was  to  authorize  vessels 
passing  lighthouses  more  frequently  than  once  a day  to  be  charged  only  once, 
and  making  the  addition  to  the  exemption  granted  in  favour  of  fishing  vessels, 
and  altering  the  arrangement  of  the  table  in  several  respects.  The  minute 
authorizing  the  application  is  dated  the  9tli  of  February  1838,  and  the  warrant 
upon  it  is  dated  the  21st  of  March  following. 

2819.  Mr.  Somes.]  Upon  what  voyages  do  vessels  pass  the  same  lights  twice 

a.  day? 
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a day  ? — Vessels  from  Leith  to  Dundee,  Dysart,  Stirling,  Alloa,  and  other 
places,  pass  the  same  lights  oftener  than  once  a day.  At  present  the  rule  is : 
“ Where,  by  reason  of  the  shortness  of  the  voyage  performed,  vessels  may  pass 
a lighthouse  or  lighthouses  frequently  in  the  course  of  the  same  day,  such 
vessels,  after  paying  the  full  duties  leviable  in  respect  of  such  lighthouse  or 
lighthouses  once,  shall  be  exempted  for  the  remainder  of  that  day  (that  is,  up 
to  twelve  o’clock  at  night  of  the  day  on  which  the  charge  has  been  made), 
however  frequently  the  lights  may  be  passed.” 

2S20.  Chairman.']  You  said  that  generally  considerable  delay  takes  place 
upon  these  applications;  when  was  the  last  application  made  ?— The  last 
application  was  made  on  the  3d  of  January  1844. 

2821.  Wbatwas  the  subject  of  it? — It  was  for  authority  to  introduce  into 
the  table  the  charges  upon  Little  Ross  lighthouse  and  Skerryvore,  and  to  alter 
the  exemption  as  to  fishing  vessels.  The  answer  to  that  was  received  on  the 
23d  of  May  1844,  approving  of  the  change. 

2822.  Have  you  any  application  now  before  the  Queen  in  Council? We 

have. 


2823..  When  was  it  made,  and  what  was  the  subject  of  it  ?— We  have  an 
application  before  the  Queen  in  Council,  for  authority  to  reduce  the  light  dues  • 
it  is  dated  the  18th  of  January  1845. 

2824.  Have  you  received  any  answer  to  that?— I have  already  stated  that 
the  answers  of  the  Board  of  Trade  are  suspended  during  the  sitting  of  the 
present  Committee. 

2825.  Now  you  have  stated  that  delay  takes  place  with  regard  to  altering  the 
rates ; is  inconvenience  produced  with  respect  to  the  erection  of  lighthouses,  or 
in  anything  else  r With  respect  to  the  erection  of  lighthouses,  no  delays  take 
place  which  would  not  be  incidental  to  any  Board  of  Control ; the  delay  arises 
from  the  time  necessary  for  inquiring  into  the  suggestions,  and  reporting  upon 

2826.  Are  there  no  references  to  the  Trinity  House?— Yes  ; applications  for 
the  erection  of  new  lighthouses  are  submitted  to  the  Trinity  House  for  their 
sanction. 

2827.  Have  there  been  any  instances  where  a difference  of  opinion  has 
existed  between  your  Board  and  the  Trinity  House?— Yes  ; and  of  course 
where  a difference  of  opinion  exists,  it  gives  rise  to  correspondence,  which 
must  necessarily  produce  delay. 

. 2828.  For  how  long  have  you  known  a correspondence  to  continue  respect- 
ing the  position  of  lighthouses  ?— There  is  one  at  this  moment  under  con- 
sideration upon  which  we  have  been  corresponding  with  the  Trinity  House 
since  the  13th  of  April  1844.  We  intimated  to  them  a resolution  on  the  part  of 
the  Board  to  erect  a lighthouse  on  Sarclet  Head,  upon  the  east  coast  of  Caith- 
ness. The  Elder  Brethren  and  the  Commissioners  differed  in  opinion  with 
regard  to  the  precise  site  upon  which  the  light  should  be  placed,  and  we  have 
been  in  correspondence  upon  it  ever  since. 

w^at:  .is  that  question  now? — The  Commissioners  have  con- 

sidered it  proper,  for  their  exoneration,  to  follow  out  the  provisions  of  the 
statute,  and  have  submitted  the  difference  of  opinion  in  an  appeal  to  Her 
Majesty  in  Council. 

2830.  When  was  that  appeal  made  ? — In  the  first  or  second  week  in  May  in 
this  year ; I presented  it  since  I came  to  London. 

2831.  How  long  was  it  after  your  application  to  the  Trinity  House  before 
they  gave  their  decision  ? — Their  answer  is  dated  the  19th  of  September  1844 
but  m the  interval  the  Elder  Brethren  had  inspected  the  coast,  and  considerable 
correspondence  had  passed  between  the  two  Boards. 

2832.  Upon  what  authority  have  the  Commissioners  at  Edinburgh  decided 
upon  the  position  for  the  lighthouse  ? — They  have  before  them  the  report  of 
beir  engineer,  Mr.  Stevenson.  The  Commissioners  visited  the  station ; various 

memorials  were  presented,  and  very  extensive  correspondence  took  place,  and 
1 .co.nsists  with  my  knowledge  that  the  Commissioners  individually  took  the 
opinions  of  several  nautical  men,  and  upon  that  authority  they  fixed  upon 


2833-  And  they  continue  of  that 
ol  the  Trinity  House  ?— They  do. 
0.36. 


opinion,  notwithstanding  the  adverse  opinion 
y 4 2834.  Have 
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Esq. 
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2834,  Have  you  made  many  references  of  that  kind  to  the  Trinity  u 

during  the  last  ten  years  ? — A great  many.  y nouse 

2835.  Upon  that  and  other  subjects  ?— Upon  all  subjects.  We  defer  s-e 

rally  to  the  opinion  of  the  Trinity  House,  being  anxious  that  the  system  sK 
be  uniform  throughout  the  country,  and  we  delay  giving  our  opinion  on  a 
question  involving  the  Trinity  House  light  duties  until  an  answer  is  receimJ 
from  them.  # ea 

^ 2836.  The  desire  of  the  Board  is  to  conform,  if  possible,  to  their  opinion 

2837.  Have  the  Trinity  House  differed  from  the  Edinburgh  Board  befor. 

upon  these  questions  ?— Not  upon  any  one  involving  the  situation  of  alight  or 
anything  of  such  magnitude.  6 ’ 

2838.  Then  your  former  answer  respecting  the  delay  was  given  with  refer 
ence  to  the  time  which  passes  before  your  Board  obtains  the  decision  of  the 
Queen  in  Council  ?— Yes ; the  circuitous  mode  in  which  the  answers  are 
obtained. 

. 2839.  You  have  stated  there  was  a correspondence  between  the  Commis- 
sioners and  the  Ballast  Board  of  Dublin  ; have  you  had  any  other  subject  of 
reference  to  it  ? — No,  we  have  had  no  other  correspondence  with  the  Ballast 
Board,  except  in  regard  to  questions  of  practice  arising  from  the  mode  of  lerv- 
ing  the  light  dues.  3 

2840.  Upon  nothing  else  than  when  explanation  was  required? No. 

2841.  In  these  and  any  other  matters,  the  business  would  be  expedited  by 
referring  the  questions  to  one  general  Board?— Yes;  it  would  be  expedited 
provided  it  was  a Board  qualified  to  judge  of  the  matters  referred. 


2842.  A proper  authority  ?— Yes.-  There  is  one  subject  which  has  just 
occurred  to  my  recollection ; that  is  in  regard  to  the  difference  which  has 
arisen  between  the  Trinity  House  and  the  Board  with  respect  to  the  duty 
upon  beacons  and  buoys,  which  rests  now  upon  an  error  in  the  Act  of  Par- 
liament ; in  consequence  of  which  we  have  no  power  to  levy  such  duties,  and 
the  whole  system  of  beacons  and  buoys  is  at  present  in  abeyance. 

2843.  How  long  is  it  since  that  objection  was  taken;  how  do  you  mean 
that  the  whole  system  is  in  abeyance? — In  consequence  of  the  objection  taken 
under  the  Act  to  our  levying  duties,  the  Commissioners  have  no  power  to  expend 
any  part  of  their  funds  in  erecting  beacons  and  buoys  ; and  the  consequence 
is  that  the  whole  system  is  in  abeyance. 

2844.  Have  not  the  Board  established  several  beacons  and  buoys  since  the 
passing  of  that  Act  ? — They  have  built  several  beacons,  and  they  have  buoys 
ready  to  he  placed ; but  in  consequence  of  the  objections  taken  to  the  Act  of 
Parliament,  their  further  proceedings  are  suspended. 

2845.  Flow  long  is  it  since  that  objection  was  taken?— It  was  subsequent  to 
the  presentation  of  the  memorial  to  the  Queen  in  Council,  in  November 
1842. 


2846.  Will  you  explain  whether  the  objection  taken  was  to  the  placing  of 
ttie  buoys  and  beacons,  or  to  charging  for  the  buoys  and  beacons  ?— According 
to  my  recollection,  it  was  to  both.  When  we  applied  to  the  Elder  Brethren 
to  sanction  the  placing  of  the  beacons  and  buoys,  they  visited  the  coast  and 
inspected  the  various  stations,  and  suggested  alterations  in  some  of  the 
stations  which  had  been  proposed  for  beacons;  to  all  which  suggestions  imme- 
diate attention  was  given  by  the  Board. 

2847.  In  what  year  was  that?— In  1840  and  1841;  and  subsequently,  in 
regard  to  the  mode  of  conecting  the  dues,  it  was  suggested  by  the  Elder  Brethren 
. la  , Commissioners  should  divide  the  districts  into  more  limited  sections, 
m order  to  charge  the  duties  for  the  buoys  and  beacons  which  were  proposed 
o e placed ; and  it  was  in  the  course  of  that  correspondence,  upon  their 
suggestion,  that  the  objection  was  taken  to  our  powers  under  the  statute.  The 
objection  was  reported  to  the  Board  of  Trade.  The  Board  of  Trade  laid  a 
case  before  the  Crown  counsel,  and  they  have  given  an  opinion  that  we  have 
not  the  power  to  levy  the  rates,  but  that  an  Act  ought  to  be  brought  in  to 
amend  the  existing  Act  in  that  respect. 

2848.  What  was  the. date  of  that  opinion  ?-The  25th  of  August  1843  is  the 
a e of  the  opinion,  which  is  as  follows : ee  We  are  of  opinion  that  the  Commis- 
sioners are  entitled  to  charge  a toll,  not  exceeding  a halfpenny  per  ton,  on 

vessels 
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vessels  passing  the  beacon  on  the  Carr  Rock ; and  we  think  also  they  are  A.  Cunivgham j. 
justified  in  demanding  such  reasonable  toll  as  shall  be  approved  of  by  Her  Esq0 

Majesty  in  Council  in  respect  of  vessels  deriving  benefit  from  the  two  beacons  

erected  by  the  Commissioners  since  the  passing  of  the  statute  6 & 7 William  29  May  l845- 

the  4th,  so  long  as  a light  shall  be  exhibited  from  such  beacons  during  the 

night  season  ; but  we  do  not  think  they  are  entitled  to  charge  any  tolls  for  the 

buoys  that  have  been  laid  down  by  them that  is,  we  could  only  charge  for 

the  beacons  so  long  as  we  put  a light  upon  them,  and  we  could  not  charge  for 

the  buoys  at  all. 

2849.  **ave  y°u  made  any  application  to  the  Queen  in  Council  since  then  ? 

We  have  had  various  communications  with  the  Board  of  Trade  upon  the 
subject ; and  by  their  direction  the  Commissioners  have  prepared  a draft  of 
a short  Act  to  amend  the  error ; which  is  now  under  consideration  of  the 
Board  of  Trade. 

2850.  Upon  what  part  of  the  coast  is  it  your  intention  to  erect  beacons? — 

We  have  already  erected  the  beacons,  but  have  not  placed  any  of  the  buoys; 
it  is  the  placing  of  the  buoys  which  is  suspended.  There  were  about  ten  alto- 
gether ; some  in  the  Frith  of  Forth,  some  in  the  Clyde,  and  it  was  also  intended 
to  buoy  the  north  side  of  the  Solway  Frith. 

2851.  By  whom  has  the  necessity  of  these  buoys  been  reported  to  you? — 

By  the  engineer : and  also  Captain  Robinson,  the  surveying  officer  on  the  Solway 
coast,  represented  to  the  Commissioners  the  very  great  necessity  of  placing 
buoys  in  the  Solway ; and  I believe  I am  correct  in  stating  that  the  Elder 
Brethren  have  buoyed  the  south  side  of  the  Solway  Frith  to  a great  extent. 

2852.  The  measures  contemplated  at  that  time  were  considered  sufficient,  if 
the  Board  had  had  the  power  to  carry  them  out  ? — Quite  so  ; and  it  was  their 
intention  to  do  so. 

2853.  It  is  stated  in  the  return  that  the  Hull  Steam-boat  Company  made  a 
complaint  to  your  Board ; will  you  state  the  nature  of  that  ?— One  of  their 
vessels,  the  Martello,  struck  upon  the  Symmonds  Rocks  that  he  off  the  end 
of  Leith  Pier ; and  they  complained  that  the  Commissioners  had  not  placed  a 
buoy  upon  those  rocks.  They  understood  a buoy  was  to  be  placed  there  ; the 
answer  was  that  a buoy  was  ready  to  be  placed,  but  we  could  not  proceed  in 
consequence  of  the  objection  taken  to  our  power  under  the  statute. 

2854.  Then  these  rocks  remain  without  a buoy  to  this  hour? — They  do. 

2855.  Was  a second  case  submitted  to  the  Crown  counsel  upon  that  subject? 

2856.  What  was  the  nature  of  the  opinion  they  gave? — The  Commissioners 
of  Northern  Lights  conceived  that  the  Crown  counsel  had  fallen  into  some  mis- 
take in  conceiving  that  lights  could  be  exhibited  from  beacons;  and  they  prepared 
a full  statement  of  the  whole  case,  and  the  bearings  of  the  various  clauses  of 
the  statute  upon  the  subject the  Crown  counsel  adhered  to  their  former 
opinion. 

2857.  Sir  G.  Clerk.']  You  stated,  in  answer  to  Question  2802,  that  you  think 
the  establishment  of  one  Board  for  the  whole  of  the  United  Kingdom  would  be 
very  useful ; do  you  mean  the  establishment  of  one  Board,  which  would  con- 
solidate the  power  at  present  enjoyed  by  the  Trinity  House,  the  Commissioners 
of  Northern  Lights,  and  the  Irish  Ballast  Board?— No;  I should  rather  say 
a Board  of  Control.  I think  great  advantage  would  arise  from  having  separate 
Boards  in  the  three  kingdoms,  to  carry  on  the  executive  department.  ° 

2858.  Will  you  explain  what  that  control  should  be? — The  control  should 
he  as  to  the  placing  of  lights,  distinguishing  the  character  of  the  lights,  and 
regulating  the  general  affairs  of  the  three  Boards,  so  as  to  preserve  the  estab- 
lishment of  a uniform  system  throughout  the  kingdom. 

2859.  Chairman. 2 And  also  prevent  delay  ? — Yes. 

2860.  Sir  G.  Clerk.]  That  they  should  have  the  power  of  finally  deciding 
upon  any  question  ? — Yes. 

2861.  Are  not  the  two  other  Boards  at  present  practically  under  the  control 

of  the  Trinity  House  ? — Not  practically ; because  they  have  a right  to  appeal  to 
the  Queen  in  Council.  6 

2862.  Would  it  be  your  wish  that  your  Board  should  be  rendered  inde- 
pendent of  the  Trinity  House,  but  that  some  other  Board  should  have  the  con- 

rol  over  you,  whose  decision  should  be  final  r — My  idea  is,  that  the  Trinity 

°-36-  Z House 
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A.  Cuningfiam,  House  are  engaged  in  duties  similar  to  ourselves ; that  they  are  selecting 
Esq.  stations  for  lighthouses,  in  the  course  of  which  they  frequently,  I presume 

require  the  advice  of  nautical  persons,  and  that  they,  as  well  as  ourselves5 

29  May  1845.  should  have  some  Board  of  Control,  who  should  have  the  power  of  deciding  at 
once  where  lights  should  be  placed. 

2S63.  That  authority  at  present  is  in  the  Privy  Council  ? — Yes. 

2864.  Mr.  Somes.]  Why  not  have  the  control  in  the  Trinity  House  of  Lon- 
don, making  their  decision  final  ? — I have  already  stated  that  the  Trinity  House 
are  similarly  engaged  to  ourselves,  and  one  Lighthouse  Board  appealing  to 
another  Lighthouse  Board  seems  an  anomaly. 

2865.  Does  not  the  Trinity  House  visit  all  parts  of  the  United  Kingdom?— 
They  do  at  present. 

2866.  Then  what  objection  can  there  be  to  appealing  to  the  Trinity  House 
and  making  their  decision  final ; would  it  not  expedite  the  questions  you  have 
to  discuss? — Nothing  but  the  general  objection  I have  already  stated  to  the 
present  arrangement. 

2867.  Do  you  consider  any  Board  can  be  more  competent  than  the  Trinity 
House  to  decide  upon  such  matters,  the  gentlemen  who  are  members  of  it 
being  nautical  men  ? — I think,  as  far  as  I understand,  the  officers  of  the  Admi- 
ralty who  are  engaged  in  making  actual  surveys  of  the  coast,  instead  of  mere 
visits  which  merely  give  an  eye-inspection,  would  be  fully  better  qualified  to 
judge  upon  disputed  points. 

2868.  You  think  that  the  Lords  of  the  Admiralty,  having  before  them 
reports  from  their  own  surveying  officers  of  the  state  of  the  coast,  would  be 
a better  body  to  refer  to  than  the  Trinity  House,  who  have  no  surveys,  but  only 
visit  the  coast  occasionally  ? — I do. 

2869.  Mr.  Somes.']  In  that  case  the  Admiralty  Board  must  depend  upon  the 
opinion  of  their  surveyors  ? — I presume  so. 

2870.  Can  the  Admiralty  Board  form  as  good  an  opinion  as  these  20  nautical 
men,  of  whom  the  Trinity  Corporation  consists,  they  having  also  the  Govern- 
ment surveys  before  them  ? — Generally  speaking,  I should  say  that  a person 
who  is  engaged  in  making  an  actual  survey  by  mensuration  with  his  various 
instruments  would  be  more  qualified  to  judge  than  parties  who  merely  inspected 
by  the  eye. 

2873.  Which  do  you  suppose  would  be  best  qualified  to  judge,  supposing 
each  to  have  the  same  means  of  information? — Each  possessing  the  same 
means  of  information  would  be  equally  competent  to  judge ; but  I think  the 
Admiralty  possess  the  best  means. 

2872.  Mr.  A.  Chapman .]  Do  you  give  that  opinion  from  any  nautical  know- 
ledge of  your  own  ? — I do  not. 

2S73.  Chairman .]  Are  there  not  nautical  men  at  the  Board  of  Admiralty? 
— Yes. 

2874.  And  you  think  they  are  more  competent  to  judge,  having  the  reports 
of  their  own  surveyors  ?— I should  think  so. 

2875.  Mr.  Somes.]  Supposing  the  Trinity  Corporation  to  have  the  same 
means  of  information  as  the  Admiralty,  from  the  surveys  which  have  taken 
place  on  the  coast,  in  addition  to  their  own,  which  should  you  consider  most 
competent  to  judge,  the  Board  of  Admiralty  or  the  Trinity  Corporation  ?— 
I should  think  the  Trinity  Corporation,  possessing  the  same  information,  could 
form  an  opinion  as  well  as  the  Admiralty. 

2876.  Do  not  you  think  they  can  form  a better  opinion  from  surveying  the 
coast  themselves,  and  going  round  the  coast  repeatedly  ? — I do  not  understand 
that  the  Trinity  House  make  surveys  themselves ; merely  eye  inspection. 

2877.  Sir  G.  Clerk.]  I understand  your  opinion  to  be,  that  you  think  the 
Board  in  Scotland,  ought  to  be  made  independent  of  the  Trinity  Board  in 
London,  but  that  it  should  be  under  the  control  of  the  Board  of  Admiralty, 
whose  decision  in  all  matters  should  be  final  with  regard  to  the  position  of 
lighthouses  ? — I am  not  exactly  prepared  to  say  that  would  be  the  best  mode. 
I think  it  is  a mode  which  at  all  events  would  work  well. 

2878.  Chairman.]  Is  it  your  opinion  there  should  be  one  uniform  system  in 
England,  Scotland,  and  Ireland,  for  the  management  of  the  lignts.  both  as 
regards  charges,  the  mode  of  placing*  and  exhibiting  them,  and  carrying  on  the 
business  generally  r — Yes. 

2879.  But  you  think  having  a Board  for  the  executive  administration  in 

Scotland 
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Scotland  is  better  than  having  the  whole  administration  in  London  ? — I think 
it  is ; it  gives  rise  to  emulation,  which  of  the  Boards  shall  carry  on  the  business 
in  the  best  manner. 

2880.  Have  you  considered  how  any  other  Board  than  the  Admiralty  or  the 
Trinity  House  might  be  constituted,  taking  into  view  the  information  requisite 
to  be  had  by  the  parties  acting  upon  that  Board  ? — Unquestionably  it  might  be 
possible  to  devise  a Board  to  carry  on  this  duty. 

2881 . Can  you  suggest  what  the  nature  of  that  Board  should  be  ? — I should 
say  it  should  be  composed  for  the  greater  part  of  nautical  men,  having  the 
assistance  of  a person  skilled  in  the  science  of  optics,  who  could  give  informa- 
tion and  advice  about  the  lights,  the  mode  of  illuminating,  which  does  not 
exactly  fall  within  nautical  knowledge ; nautical  knowledge  would  enable  the 
Board  to  place  the  lights,  and  the  knowledge  of  the  science  of  illumination 
would  enable  them  to  exhibit  the  lights  to  the  best  advantage. 

2 8 82.  Have  you  found  any  inconvenience  with  reference  to  the  formation  of 
the  Board  of  the  Northern  Light  Commissioners  from  the  want  of  nautical 
men  composing  that  Board?— I think  they  would  derive  considerable  advantage 
from  possessing  the  assistance  of  a nautical  man  ; I have  always  thought  so. 

2883.  Has  it  ever  been  suggested  to  add  to  those  composing  that  Board 
just  now  a nautical  man  ? — Not  that  I am  aware  of. 

2884.  Chairman.]  You  have  an  executive  officer  as  an  engineer  to  conduct 
and  manage  all  the  lighthouses  ? — Yes. 

2885.  Inform  us  whether  any  other  professional  man  is  called  in  to  prepare 
plans  or  models,  or  superintend  the  works  carrying  on,  either  new,  or  repairs 
of  old  lighthouses  ? — There  is  no  person  called  in ; the  engineer  has  the  assist- 
ance of  the  superintendent  of  lightkeepers  in  his  department,  and  the  foreman 
of  the  works  and  repairs  is  also  in  his  department,  but  there  is  no  one  called 
in  to  assist  him  in  the  execution  of  his  duties. 

2886.  Are  we  to  understand  that  the  whole  pay  to  the  engineer,  for  super- 
intending the  works  in  that  department  of  the  Northern  Lights,  is  covered  by 
Mr.  Stevenson’s  salary  of  900  l.  a year? — It  is,  with  the  exception  that  when 
the  Commissioners  resolve  to  build  a lighthouse,  there  is  always  a person 
appointed  as  superintendent  of  the  works. 

2887.  A clerk  of  the  works  ? — A superintendent  he  is  called ; to  see  on  the 
part  of  the  Commissioners  that  the  work  is  properly  executed. 

2888.  Was  that  the  case  in  Skerryvore  ? — Skerryvore  was  a more  important 
work ; there  they  appointed  a resident  engineer  ; in  other  places  they  appoint  a 
superiorly  qualified  builder  as  a superintendent. 

2889.  Mr.  Somes.]  Can  you  state  to  the  Committee  the  number  of  light- 
houses which  Mr.  Stevenson  surveys  ?— There  are  twenty-four  lighthouse  esta- 
blishments. 

2890.  And  he  superintends  the  whole  twenty-four  ? — He  superintends  the 
whole. 

2891.  Sir  G.  Clerk .]  Previous  to  the  passing  of  the  last  Act,  were  not  the 
Commissioners  of  Northern  Lights  independent  of  the  Trinity  Board  in  Lon- 
don ? — They  were. 

2892.  And.  the  control  was  given  to  the  Trinity  Board  in  London  by  the 
recommendation  of  the  Select  Committee  of  1834,  in  which  the  last  Act  was 
introduced  ? — I believe  that  was  so. 

2893.  Mr.  Grogan .]  Do  I understand  you  to  say  that  you  are  anxious  for 
some  central  Board  definitively  to  settle  all  questions  which  arise,  in  order  to  get 
rid  of  the  delays  which  occur  from  the  reference  to  the  Trinity  House,  the 
Board  of  Trade,  and  the  Queen  in  Council  ? — Certainly,  that  is  one  great 
object. 

2894.  If  then  there  was  any  Board  which  had  the  authority  to  decide  at 
once,  you  would  conceive  the  object  of  avoiding  these  delays  would  be  effected  ? 
— Certainly,  I should  think  so. 

2895.  Then  if  the  Trinity  Board,  as  at  present  constituted,  was  invested 
with  that  power,  what  objection  would  you  see  to  that? — Only  this  objection, 
me  anomaly  which  strikes  one,  of  two  Boards  being  both  engaged  in  similar 
duties,  the  one  having  to  judge  the  other. 

2896.  Mr.  A.  Chapman.]  Have  you  found  any  disadvantage  arise  to  the 
public  in  consequence  of  your  appealing  to  the  Trinity  Board  for  their  approba- 
tion of  any  new  light  you  had  erected?— None. 

°*3&  z 2 2897.  Chairman.] 
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2897.  Chairman.']  Have  there  been  no  delays  ? — There  have  been  the  delays 

I have  already  spoken  of.  ^ 

2898.  Mr.  A.  Chapman .]  In  the  erection  of  the  last  light  by  the  Commis- 
sioners of  Northern  Lighthouses,  the  expensive  light  at  Skerryvore,  costing- 
100,000/.,  did  you  obtain  the  sanction  and  approbation  of  the  Trinity  House 
for  that  erection  ? — No,  that  was  resolved  on  previous  to  the  passing  of  the 
Act ; but  it  was  intimated  to  the  Trinity  House,  and  any  suggestions  requested 

2899.  But  was  there  not  some  remonstrance  made  as  to  the  probability  of 
the  expensive  cost  of  the  building,  before  you  set  about  it  ? — I do  not  know  of 
any.  There  was  no  official  remonstrance.  The  answer  of  the  Trinity  House 
m erely  acknowledged  receipt  of  the  intimation. 

2900.  Chairman.]  I observe  there  has  been  a great  deal  of  correspondence 
respecting  vessels  claiming  exemption  on  the  score  of  ballast.  Will  you  state 
the  general  principle  on  which  the  Commissioners  have  acted  ? — There  are  a 
variety  of  articles  carried  by  vessels,  from  which  they  earn  a freight,  although 
nominally  cleared  in  ballast ; and  the  Commissioners  have  on  all  occasions 
charged,  those  vessels  which  indicated  from  any  circumstances  they  were 
deriving  a freight  from  the  goods  they  carried,  though  nominally  cleared  in 
ballast.  I may  mention,  for  instance,  lime-stone,  flint-stone,  and  chalk. 

2901 . What  has  been  done  when  vessels  have  been  loaded  with  emigrants  ?— 
In  that  case  they  have  had  the  duties  charged.  As  the  emigrants  paid  their 
passage  money  they  were  held  to  be  freight,  even  although  they  had  no  cargo 
on  board. 

2902.  The  rule  that  has  been  laid  down  is,  that  wherever  a freight  was 
received,  the  duty  was  to  be  levied  r — Exactly  so. 

2903.  Has  any  application  for  exemption  been  made  on  account  of  the 
small  amount  of  cargo  ? — Several. 


2904.  What  has  been  the  decision? — The  Commissioners,  in  every  instance 
where  there  has  been  anything  on  board  for  which  freight  was  charged,  have 
charged  the  duties. 

2905.  I see,  in  a case  where  some  ponies  were  on  board,  application  was 
made  for  relief ; what  was  the  result  of  that  ? — In  that  instance,  according  to 
my  recollection,  the  ponies  were  coming  as  a present.  It  appeared  distinctly 
that  no  freight  was  charged  for  them,  and  the  duties  were  not  charged. 

2906.  I see  there  was  another  case  respecting  some  pipes  of  wine?— In  the 
same  way  as  to  the  two  pipes  of  wine ; I think  they  belonged  to  the  owner 
of  the  vessel,  and  were  being  brought  home  for  his  own  use;  so  that  there  no 
freight  was  paid. 

2907.  Do  you  consider  your  Board  capable  of  deciding  on  all  these  ques- 
tions, without  reference  to  the  Trinity  House  or  any  other  Board  ?— No.  In 
every  instance  where  an  application  is  made  for  an  abatement,  in  which  the 
duties  of  the  other  Boards  are  concerned,  reference  is  made  to  those  Boards 
before  any  decision  is  come  to. 

2908.  And  if  the  other  Boards  do  not  concur  in  the  exemption,  you  compel 
the  payment? — We  do. 

2909.  Have  there  been  any  instances  where  you  have  proposed  to  remit 
duties,  where  the  others  have  insisted  upon  them?— I do  not  recollect  any. 
I may  state,  in  some  instances  it  is  unnecessary  to  refer  to  the  Trinity  House, 
as  they  possess  by  a Statute  the  exclusive  right  of  supplying  ballast,  at  the 
rate  of  1 s.  3 d.  per  ton ; and  where  we  find  parties  purchasing  what  they  term 
ballast,  in  the  River  Thames,  at  a higher  rate,  we  invariably  know  that  they  have 
another  object  in  view.  Another  article  (chalk,  for  instance),  bought  in  London, 
and  sold  at  a port  in  Scotland,  is  a direct  fraud  upon  the  Trinity  House. 

2910.  Chairman.]  I observe  several  complaints  against  the  charge  for  the 
duty  on  Bell  Rock  ; will  you  state  the  nature  of  the  complaints,  and  what  has 
been  done  ? A complaint  was  originally  made  to  the  Commissioners  that  steam- 
vessels  going  from  Leith  to  the  southward,  round  St.  Abb’s  Head,  never  derived 
any  benefit  from  the  Bell  Rock  Light ; that  they  never  were  within  sight  of  it; 
the  answer  to  that  was,  that  being  included  in  the  table,  the  Commissioners 
must  levy  the  charge.  The  parties  then  preferred  their  complaint  to  the 
Uueen  111  Council,  and  the  Board  of  Trade  communicated  to  the  Commissioners 
ot  Northern  Lights  their  opinion  that  the  charge  should  be  given  up.  Accord- 
ingly the  table  was  altered,  and  the  charge  omitted,  both  as  regards  steamers 
and  sailing  vessels. 


2911.  I see 
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2911.  I see  a complaint  was  made  by  the  steamers  from  Belfast  to  Liverpool, 
and  the  matter  was  considered;  will  you  state  what  was  the  nature  of  that 
•complaint  ? — They  complained  of  being  charged  with  Corsewall  Light,  going 
out  of  Belfast  Loch  to  the  southward.  There  was  a great  deal  of  discussion 
on  that,  and  the  opinion  of  nautical  men  was  taken ; and  the  Commissioners 
came  ultimately  to  be  satisfied,  in  opposition  to  the  opinion  of  their  engineer, 
that  the  charge  could  not  be  maintained,  and  it  was  struck  out  of  the  table 
accordingly. 

2912.  Was  it  struck  out  because  the  light  could  not  be  seen,  or  because  it 
was  not  passed  ? — Because  the  light  upon  Copeland  Island  was  quite  a sufficient 
guide  for  them  in  coming  out  in  that  direction. 

2913.  I observe  certain  exemptions  have  been  made  on  account  of  stress  of 
weather ; have  those  exemptions  been  extended  to  foreign,  as  well  as  to  your 
own  vessels  ? — Yes,  they  have. 

2914.  The  same  rule  exists  with  you  as  with  the  Trinity  House? — The 
same. 

29L5-  What  is  the  state  of  the  complaint  respecting  fishing  vessels? — Origi- 
nally the  exemption  in  the  table  of  tolls  stood  as  it  does  now ; but  represen- 
tations were  made  by  the  fish-curers  having  stations  at  Leith,  Burntisland, 
and  Montrose,  that  their  vessels,  which  they  represented  as  being  employed 
in  conveying  fish  to  these  stations  for  being  cured,  ought  to  be  included 
in  the.  exemption,  as  engaged  in  fishing.  That  representation  induced  the 
Commissioners  to  suppose  they  were  actually  engaged  in  carrying  fresh  fish 
for  the  purpose  of  cure,  and  the  exemption  was  accordingly  granted  to  them. 
Some  time  after,  about  12  months  ago,  on  the  result  of  inquiries,  the  Com- 
missioners came  to  understand  that  these  vessels  were  not  engaged  in  carrying 
fresh  fish  to  the  fishing  stations  to  be  cured,  as  was  stated,  but  were  actually 
engaged  in  the  transport  trade  of  fish  which  was  cured.  They  also  found  that 
the  terms  of  the  exemption  as  it  stood  had  given  rise  to  various  frauds  upon 
•the  duties ; they  therefore  came  to  the  resolution  that  it  would  be  best  to 
strike  out  the  extension  of  the  exemption,  and  leave  it  as  it  originally  stood  in 
the  table  of  tolls ; that  is,  that  fishing  vessels  actually  employed  in  catching  and 
•curing  fish  within  soundings  should  be  exempted.  Those  vessels  which  had 
reaped  the  benefit  of  the  exemption,  when  they  ceased  to  enjoy  it  very  natu- 
rally complained,  and  exerted  themselves  to  the  utmost  to  get  the  exemption 
restored  as  it  stood  formerly.  They  have  petitioned  the  Board  of  Trade  ; that 
has  been  referred  to  the  Commissioners  of  Northern  Lights,  and  the  Commis- 
sioners have,  after  consultation  with  the  Trinity  House,  reported  unfavourably 
to  the  exemption  being  granted.  The  first  ground  on  which  they  reported 
unfavourably  is,  that  it  would  destroy  the  uniformity  of  the  practice  throughout 
the  kingdom.  The  practice  as  now  established  by  the  Commissioners  of 
Northern  Lights  is.  in  exact  conformity  with  the  practice  adopted  by  the 
Irmity  House.  Again,  the  Commissioners,  in  considering  the  general  bearings 
of  the  subject,  came  to  be  quite  satisfied  that  the  exemption  operated  most 
unequally  to  the  fishermen  themselves ; and  I may  best  explain  that  by  stating 
a short  abstract  case.  Suppose  A.  and  B.  to  be  fish-curers ; A.  at  Wick,  and  B. 
■at  Leith,  both  engaged  in  fishing  at  Wick  for  sale  and  export.  A.  completes 
the  cure,  and  makes  the  herrings  ready  for  market  at  Wick  ; he  sends  them  for 
sale  to  Leith,  and  pays  the  full  light  dues  on  the  voyage  to  that  port.  B.  par- 
naiiy  cures  at  Wick,  and  fully  at  Leith,  on  which  account  he  claims  exemption 
irom  the  light  dues  on  the  voyage.  It  is  evident  in  this  case  that  B.,  if  his 
claim. is  granted,. has  his  fish  at  Leith,  the  sale  market,  free  of  light  dues;  and 
thus  m a competition,  he  gains  a manifest  advantage  over  A.,  while  it  is  not 
easy  to  see  anything  in  the  difference  of  circumstances  to  entitle  B.  to  such  an 
advantage. 

T 2 ?Ut  ^ curer  at  Leith  sends  his  fish,  when  cured,  from  Leith  to 
London,  he  then  pays  the  light  dues  ?— Certainly ; so  does  the  curer  at  Wick. 
2917  In  what  way  are  the  fish  sent  from  Wick  to  Leith,  Montrose,  and 
urntisland  i They  are  sent,  in  one  sense,  completely  cured  ; they  are  cured 
eyond  risk  of  decay,  packed  in  barrels ; they  are  in  that  state  which  the 
ermen  denominate  “ sea  sticks ; ” they  are  sent  in  that  state  to  Leith,  and 
e perfectly  capable  of  being  preserved.  After  they  are  brought  to  Leith  or  any 
desri*  are_  then  made  up  according  to  the  market  for  which  they  are 

0 ’ they  are  e^er  smoked  and  dried,  and  made  into  red  herrings,  or  they 

'3  ‘ z 3 are 
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are  pickled  with  brine,  and  sent  to  the  West  Indies,  or  slightly  dried  and 
on  to  London  in  what  is  called  a kippered  state.  0 sent 

2918.  Do  you  know  that  the  portion  required  for  the  foreign  market  tik 

additional  salting  and  additional  preparation  ? — I believe  it  does.  aKLa 

2919.  Then  they  are  fish  in  a half  cured  state  only?— Yes  ; for  the  w 

market.  wieiga 

2920.  Are  you  aware  that  the  Trinity  House  collect  no  dues  from 

vessels,  except  those  bringing  lobsters  from  Norway?— I have  no  neKmf 
knowledge  of  the  practice  ; I believe  it  to  be  so  ; we  do  not  collect  anv  dm- 
upon  foreign  fishing  vessels.  ■ ues 

2 92 1 . Mr.  Grogan. ] In  the  case  of  several  fishing  vessels  being  out  unon  tt» 
bank  belonging  to  the  same  proprietor,  and  one  of  these  vessels,  in  the  coins! 
of  the  day's  fishing,  is  sent  to  Wick  or  Leith  with  the  fresh  fish,  would  thatt! 
charged  with  light  dues  ?— Certainly  not ; the  direction  to  the  collectors  is  that 
vessels  engaged  m collecting  the  fresh  fish  for  the  purpose  of  being  nut  on 
board  a vessel  and  transported  to  the  market,  or  to  the  curing  station  m to 
continue  to  enjoy  the  exemption.  ’ 

2922.  Then  your  charge  is  in  consequence  of  the  fish  being  in  a cured  state 
and  considered  as  merchandize  ? — The  distinction  drawn  by  the  Board  is 
between  actual  fishing  and  transport  trade ; where  they  cease  to  fish  and  become 
transport  vessels,  the  charge  is  made. 

2923.  In  point  of  fact,  are  these  vessels  which  complain  of  being  charged  for 
the  transport  of  fish,  fishing  vessels  or  transports  ? — They  are  not  fishing 


2924.  Chairman.']  I see  a question  arose  respecting  some  French  fishine- 
boats ; what  was  the  nature  of  that  correspondence  ?— The  French  fishint 
vessels  come  in  great  numbers  to  the  coast  of  Berwick  and  Northumberland  to 
purchase  the  herrings  from  our  fishing-boats,  and  take  them  to  France.  The 
collector  of  Dunbar  was  anxious  to  know  whether  he  was  to  charge  the 
duties.  His  instructions  were,  in  every  case  where  he  could  get  the  vessel  to 
charge  the  dues,  but  he  very  seldom  could  get  them ; they  do  not  come  into 
port  at  all. 

2925.  If  French  vessels  come  to  fish  on  our  coasts,  and  enter  any  of  our 
harbours,  they  are  obliged  to  pay  light  dues  on  the  whole  of  the  voyage  ?- 


2926.  In  any  instance  have  you  been  able  to  charge  such  vessels  (—Yes : at 
Dunbar  we  have  been  able  to  charge  some. 

2927.  By  this  rule,  will  not  these  vessels  be  induced  to  keep  at  sea  in  bad 
weather,  when  otherwise  they  would  take  refuge  in  harbour  ?— Certainly,  it 
may  be  an  inducement  to  them  to  do  that. 

came  in  stress  of  weather,  without  any  herrings  on  board, 
would  they  be  exempt  ?— Vessels  driven  into  port  by  stress  of  weather  are 
exempt.  J 

AT  Altllougk  tliey  had  herrings  on  board  there  would  be  no  charge  ?— 
JNot  it  they  came  in  from  stress  of  weather. 

2930.  Bo  the  French  vessels  fisli  themselves  ? — I believe  not. 

2931.  Did  they  ever  to  your  knowledge  fish?— I have  no  knowledge  of  their 
actual  proceedings ; from  representations  made  to  me  by  the  collectors,  I believe 
they  do  not  fish,  but  purchase  of  our  fishermen  on  the  coast. 

2932..  Lord  Palmerston.']  What  is  the  reason  the  French  fishing-boats  prefer 
purchasing  of  our  fishermen  rather  than  fish  for  themselves  ?— I am  not 
aware. 


2933-  Mr.  A.  Chapman.]  Do  vessels  carrying  out  salt,  and  taking  other 
s ores  from  Leith,  Montrose,  and  Burntisland  to  Wick,  pay  for  lights?— 
ney  do ; if  they  are  not  engaged  in  fishing  they  were  not  included  in  that  part 
01  tne  exemption  which  is  now  struck  out  of  the  table. 

2934.  At  present  they  pay  ?— They  do  if  not  engaged  in  fishing. 

2935-  Have  any  complaints  been  made  against  this  ? — Yes ; by  all  the  parties 
who  have  ceased  to  enjoy  the  benefit  of  the  exemption. 

2 93  1 see  Mr.  Hogarth  was  exempted  from  paying  duties,  he  being  a fish* 
curer ; will  you  state  the  circumstances  under  which  he  was  exempted  ?— That 
was  the  case  of  a vessel  collecting  salmon  from  other  vessels  for  the  purpose 
o being  sent  to  the  London  market.  Vessels  collecting  are  specially  exempted 
under  the  terms  of  the  instructions  to  the  collectors. 

2937.  Will 
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2937.  Will  you  state  whether  any  instructions  are  sent  to  the  collectors  on 
the  subject? — A circular  was  issued  to  the  collectors  on  the  12th  of  November 
1844,  regulating  the  whole  matter.  It  is  as  follows : 


Northern  Light  Office,  Edinburgh, 

Sir,  12  November  3 844. 

With  reference  to  the  amended  tables  of  tolls  recently  issued  from  this  Board,  and  to  the 
alteration  to  which  your  attention  was  called  on  the  third  head  of  the  exemptions  I am 
directed  to  give  you  for  your  guidance  the  following  explanation : — 

That  exemption  had  formerly  the  following  words  added  to  it,  but  which  are  now  struck 
out  ; viz.  “ Vessels  employed  in  carrying  fish  from  the  fishing  stations  to  the  curing  stations, 
and  vessels  carrying  salt  or  other  curing  stores  from  the  curing  stations  to  the  fishino- 
stations,  but  not  vessels  employed  in  conveying  to  port  for  sale  or  export  fish  caught  bv 
other  vessels  or  otherwise  procured.”  0 J 


r carry  salt  out  from  the  shore  to  have  them  cured  on  board  • these 
vessels  were  considered  as  engaged  in  the  curing;  but  the  rule  having  gradually  become 
relaxed  has  been  the  means  of  extending  the.  exemption  to  a class  of  vessels  to  which  it 
was  never  meant  to  be  extended,  while  in  not  a few  cases  it  has  been  the  means  of  °ivino- 
nse  to  frauds.  The  circumstance  of  the  words  being  struck  out  of  the  exemption,  ?s  not 
intended  to  deprive  vessels  in  the  above  circumstances  of  the  benefit  they  enjoyed  but  vou 
will  distinctly  understand  that  they  are  still  held  to  fall  under  the  exemption ; so  likewise 
vessels  engaged  m collecting  the  fish  caught  in  the  fishing  vessels,  for  the  purpose  of  being 
put  on  board  a vessel  for  transport  to  the  market  or  to  the  curing  station?  are  to  continue 
to  enjoy  the  exemption. 

It  appears,  however,  that  there  are  numerous  fish-curers  who,  apart  from  the  actual  fish- 
ing ground,  have  what  they  call  curing  stations,  such  as  at  Leith,  Burntisland,  Montrose-, 
&c.,  while  their  fishing  ground  may  be  Wick,  and  these  parties,  as  they  allege,  send  ban-els 
salt,  tcc.  from  what  they  call  their  curing  station  to  their  fishing  station,  while  these  vessels’ 
receive  on  board,  either  from  vessels  in  the  offing  or  from  the  shore  establishment,  fish 
caught  by  other  vessels,  which  they  transport  to  the  alleged  curing  station.  The  fish  thus 
received  on  hoard,  however,  are  not  fresh  fish  caught  and  given  to  be  carried  to  the 
curing  station,  but  they  are  herrings  cured,  indeed  must  be  fish  in  reality  cured,  at  least 
beyond  the  risk  of  decay,  that  is,  they  have  been  salted,  packed  in  barrels,  are  in  the 
state  technically  denominated  “ sea  sticks,”  requiring,  perhaps,  before  being  exported,  to 
have  the  casks  filled  up  with  brine.  It  appeared  to  the  Board  that  vessels  engaged  in  this 
portion  ot  traffic  were  clearly  neither  “ catching”  nor  “ curing,”  but  on  the  contrary  were 
earning  a freight  for  transport,  and  nothing  else,  and  ought  to  be  charged  the  light  dues 

ihese  vessels  you  will  therefore  understand  you  are,  while  the  former  class  are  exempted 
to  continue  to  charge.  ^ > 


Collector  of  Light  Dues, 
at — 


I am,  &c. 

(signed)  Alex.  Cuningkam, 


Joint  Secy. 


I may  mention  that  in  some  of  the  petitions  from  the  owners  of  fishing-  vessels 
they  stated  they  did  not  enjoy  the  exemption  enjoyed  by  other  vessels  catching 
nsh;  but  there  is  no  distinction  whatever  between  them  ; all  the  fresh  fishing 
vessels  are  upon  one  footing.  & 

2938.  Then  those  who  collect  salmon,  or  fresh  fish,  are  not  charged  ? No  • 

nor  those  who  collect  herrings. 

2939.  Are  vessels  carrying  salmon  in  ice  to  the  London  markets  charged  ? 

ies ; transporting  fish  to  market  for  sale  or  export  is  not  within  the  exemption, 
ine  matter  which  has  given  rise  to  all  this  discussion  is  contained  in  the  last 
paragraph  of  the  above  circular.  I hold  in  my  hand  a letter  from  Mr.  Archibald 
M Lea,  one  of  the  oldest  officers  of  the  Fishery  Board  at  Rothesay ; and  although 
he  might  naturally  be  inclined  to  favour  the  fishermen,  he  says, — 


T feir’  . . Custom  House,  Rothesay,  22  April  1845. 

have  read  the  petition  of  the  fish-curers  of  Leith  to  the  House  of  Commons  for  exemp- 
cn  from  light  duties.  From  the  reading  of  that  petition  it  appears  that  the  petitioners  have 
stated  a case  to  come  within  the  regulations  of  the  58th  sect,  of  the  Act  6 & 7 Will.  4 but 
dXW-ent *r0m  tle  ^acts  ^titled  to  exemption.  ’ 

ith  respect  to  class  3 of  vessels,  on  page  2 of  the  petition,  the  statement  therein,  which  is 
^an.dlcl>  1S  dffieyent  from  the  practice  on  the  west  coast.  On  that  coast  some  curers 
, out  their  vessels  with  salt,  barrels,  and  other  fishery  stores,  with  a boat  or  boats,  fishing 
’ ,and  acrew  °t  ten  or  twelve  men  ; these  boats  are  manned  with  fishing  crews  from  the 
canlnfi  occupy  the  whole  night  till  the  morning  in  fishing,  when  they  bring  the  fish 
curPSH  frn'Lthfi.VeSiei,-whl,C^  cure  on  k°ard>  with  such  fish  as  can  be  purchased  and  pro- 
m other  fishing-boats,  also  cured  on  board,  and  stowed  there.  Other  vessels  proceed 

z 4 to 


0.36. 


A.  CuninghanSy 
Esq. 

29  May  1845. 
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to  the  fishing-lochs  with  barrels,  salt,  &c.,  and  depend  on  being  served  with  fish  caught  b 
boats  employed  in  fishing  only,  and  not  curing. 

On  some  occasions  when  the  fishing  is  plentiful,  vessels  are  hired  and  sent  out  witl 
barrels  and  salt,  to  supply  the  fishing  vessels  or  vessel  employed  in  curing;  from  which 
cured  fish  are  transhipped  into  the  carrying  vessel,  and  the  barrels  and  salt  put  into  the 
curing  vessel.  These  carrying  vessels  are  not  used  in  curing  fish,  but  in  carrying;  do  not 
claim,  and  are  not  exempt ‘from  light  duties.  The  vessels  described  in  class  third  employed 
on  the  east  coast  as  carrying  salt,  barrels.  See.  to  the  fishery  creeks  and  stations,  and ‘re- 
ceiving  on  board  fish  taken  by  hired  boats,  “ only  a few  days  or  hours  in  salt’”  cannot 
be  considered  in  any  other  view  than  carrying  vessels,  as  they  are  not  employed  in 
curing.  Fish  under  a process  of  cure  for  a few  days  must  be  considered  as  cured  at 
any  rate,  under  such  a process  of  curing,  as  to  require  no  further  salt  for  that  purpose. 
Vessels  receiving  fish  in  the  state  last  described,  must  be  said  to  be  bona  fide  used 
in  curing  fish ; for  the  means  used  for  curing  the  fish  taken  on  board  of  such  vessels 
are  not  applied  by  the  aid  of  the  crews  of  such  vessels,  or  in  these  vessels ; indeed  they 
are  cured  at  the  fishing  stations,  before  being  shipped  to  be  carried  to  market.  Besides 
fish  once  put  tinder  a process  of  cure  remain  in  the  same  state  till  landed  as  sea  sticks' 
and  afterwards  packed  and  pickled  before  being  sold  or  sent  to  a distant  market.  Even . 
herrings  smoked  are  first  sufficiently  cured  with  salt,  and  thereafter  steeped  and  washed 
before  being  hung  up  for  smoking. 

The  second  page  of  Mr.  Cuningham ’s  letter  of  date  12th  November  last,  gives  a very 
distinct  and  satisfactory  description  of  herrings  cured  before  being  shipped  on  board  of 
vessels  described  in  class  third ; and  such  vessels  cannot  be  deemed  as  vessels  employed 
in  curing. 

I have  given  a hurried  description  of  the  different  class  of  vessels  employed  in  curing 
and  carrying  fish  on  the  west  and  east  coast,  from  my  own  knowledge  and  the  information 
of  others. 

I am,  &c. 

M.  C.  Cotton,  Esq.  Customs,  Greenock.  (signed)  Archibald  Mlea. 

2940.  Are  there  any  observations,  arising  out  of  any  questions  put  to  you, 
which  you  wish  to  make  ? — I am  not  aware  of  any  at  present. 

2941.  Mr.  Duncan.']  You  state  yourself  joint  secretary  to  the  Northern 
Light  Commissioners? — Yes. 

2942.  In  the  return  to  the  Committee,  I find  there  is  a salary  paid  to  the 
secretary  of  500 1.  a year? — Yes ; that  is  received  by  my  father;  I receive  no- 
portion of  that  salary, 

2943.  There  is  no  salary  attached  to  the  office  of  joint  secretary?— None 
whatever  ; by  the  terms  of  my  appointment  I am  excluded  from  any  share  of 
the  salary. 

2944.  Have  you  any  salary  at  all  ? — I have  no  emolument  whatever  from  the 
Board. 

2945.  Then  you  act  for  your  father  ? — Exactly  so. 

2946.  In  the  same  return,  there  is  a charge  for  taxes  in  1 842  of  17 1.  is.  3 d. ; 
in  1843  it  is  22/.  4^.  2d.;  is  there  any  additional  charge  for  taxes  since  1843? 

- — These  charges  are  payable  for  window  duties  at  some  of  the  lighthouses ; in 
addition  to  that,  we  pay  income  tax  to  the  Government  on  the  surplus  revenue- 
received. 

2947.  Has  any  appeal  from  that  been  made  to  the  Commissioners  ?— It  was 
represented  at  the  commencement  that  we  thought  the  Commissioners  ought 
not  to  be  charged  with  the  income  tax,  as  it  was  a charge  upon  a public 
tax ; hut  the  objection  was  over-ruled  and  the  charge  has  been  continued. 
I may  mention  that  formerly,  in  1805,  when  the  income  tax  was  payable,  we 
did  not  pay  it ; we  were  specially  exempt,  by  a warrant  from  the  Barons  of  the 
Exchequer  in  Scotland. 

2948.  When  the  previous  property  tax  was  payable,  you  appealed  to  the- 
Commissioners  and  got  exemption  ?— We  were  exempt;  according  to  my  re- 
collection the  power  of  exemption  was  in  the  Barons  of  the  Exchequer  in 
Scotland,  not  in  Commissioners. 

2949.  Mr.  Grogan.]  You  mentioned  something  about  window  duty ; do  you 
pay  window  duties  for  lighthouses  ? — On  the  keepers’  houses  we  do  ; we  had  a 
deal  of  discussion  before  the  Commissioners  of  Taxes,  who  rated  the  dwelling- 
houses,  but  exempted  the  lighthouse  towers. 

2950.  Mr.  Duncan.]  You  are  aware  of  a steam-vessel,  called  the  Windsor 
Castle,  being  lost  on  the  Carr  Rock  ? — Y es. 

2951.  Was  any  notice  given  to  the  surveyor  or  your  engineer,  Mr.  Stevenson, 
as  to  the  efficiency  of  the  beacon  upon  that  rock  ? —I  never  heard  the  efficiency 
of  the  beacon  questioned. 

2952.  The 
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2952.  The  inefficiency  of  the  beacon  has  never  been  brought  before  the 
Board ; its  being  too  small  ? — Never. 

2953.  Then  are  the  Committee  to  understand  that  the  Commissioners  of 
Northern  Lights  have  never  had  the  matter  brought  before  them  since  the 
loss  of  the  vessel  ? — Never. 

2954.  Was  it  night  or  day  when  she  struck  the  rock  ? — Twilight.  The 
Commissioners  have  recently  erected  a light  for  the  purpose  of  guiding 
vessels  off  the  rock. 

2955.  Their  attention  has  been  called  to  it  since  then  ? — No  ; it  was  previous 
to  that. 

2956.  Chairman .]  There  is  a charge  for  law  expenses  of  294  l. ; what  was 
that  incurred  for  ?— During  the  last  year  we  had  some  litigation  in  reference 
to  the  fraud  at  Dundee  about  the  light  dues.  There  are  also  contracts  for 
building  lighthouses,  bonds  by  collectors,  and  various  small  items. 

2957.  It  did  not  all  arise  out  of  that  defalcation? — No;  that  is  one  of  the 
items. 

295S.  There  is  a charge  of  164?.  19  5.  for  half-yearly  dinners;  is  that  the 
entire  expense  the  Commissioners  incur  ? — The  entire  expense  in  the  year. 

2959.  It  says  “ half-yearly ;”  what  is  meant  by  that  ?— They  dine  twice  in 
the  year. 

2960.  And  that  is  the  whole  expense  ? — The  whole  expense. 

2961.  Are  there  any  other  expenses  of  the  office  than  those  covered  by 
2,325  ?.  ? — Not  any. 


Luna,  2°  die  Junii,  1845. 


Admiral  Bowles. 
Mr.  A.  Chapman. 
Mr.  Duncan. 
Admiral  Dundas. 


MEMBERS  PRESENT. 

Mr.  Hume. 
Mr.  Mitcalfe. 
Mr.  Somes. 


JOSEPH  HUME,  Esq.  in  the  Chair. 


Alexander  Cuningham,  Esq.,  called  in  ; and  further  Examined. 

2962.  Chairman.']  HAVE  you  any  observations  to  make  on  Question  2822, 
1 spec  ing  the  Mull  of  Cantyre  Lighthouse? — I stated  in  mv  examination  on  last 
occasion,  that  the  matter  noiv  rested  with  the  Irish  Ballast'Board.  I have  since 
landed  in  to  the  Committee  a copy  of  the  engineer’s  report  on  that  subject,  from 
itnch  it  appears  that  the  Commissioners  of  Northern  Lights,  in  their  last  com- 
IslanTofS  f°  *lle  Ir'Sl1  ®a"aSt  Board’  refuse<1  to  build  a lighthouse  upon  the 

. 2963.  And  thus  the  subject  is  at  an  end  ?— It  is,  until  renewed.  I have  also 
since  my  examination,  made  inquiries  into  the  statement  of  the  agent  for  the’ 
ampbelltown  steam-boats,  that  the  company  refused  to  pay  light  dues  for  a number 
01  years,  and  can  find  no  such  statement  on  the  Minutes  of  the  Board. 

T 1 Adm'ral  Oandas.]  Is  it  the  opinion  of  the  Commissioners  of  Northern 
g ts  that  a bght  upon  Raughiin  Island  would  be  very  useful,  in  addition  to 
mat  ot  oanna  ? The  engineer  reported  that  it  should  be  judged  of  upon  its  own 
mei'ts,  without  reference  to  any  other  light. 

I?aTC  the  Commissi°'ners  come  to  an  unfavourable  resolution  upon  that 
i f am  not  aware  they  have  come  to  any  resolution, 
own?..  . Several  petitions  have  been  presented  by  steam-vessel 

Tinlii  t-°  fie  House,  making  complaints  that  the  Commissioners  of  Northern 
and  it-  u "0t  ,glven  !hem  the  relief  "'hich  llley  considered  they  were  entitled  to. 

Will  „ ras  advertad  ‘n  the  Report  to  the  Committee  on  Lighthouses  in  1 8 34. 
atate  generally. what  has  been  the  nature  of  these  applications,  and  on 
^ ^ ground  the  Commissioners  have  decided  ?— There  have  been  several  appli- 
A A cations 
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cations  presented,  both  to  the  Commissioners  and  to  The  House  on  the  subject 
I may  state  that  the  general  grounds  on  which  relief  is  prayed  in  these  apnli’ 
cations  are,  first,  the  frequency  of  the  voyages ; secondly,  passing  in  the  day-time' 
thirdly,  the  peculiar  properties  of  steam  vessels  enabling  these  vessels  to  steer  a 
course  which  prevents  them  deriving  the  benefit  of  the  lights,  which  is  invariably 
derived  by  sailing  vessels  upon  the  same  voyages.  I think  these  are  the  general 
grounds  of  their  complaints. 

2967.  Can  you  instance  any  of  the  applications  as  to  which  you  can  state  the 
opinions  given  with  respect  to  them  ? — The  Commissioners  have  given  relief  to 
the  extent  of  exempting  all  vessels  which  pass  a light  more  frequently  than  once 
in  the  course  of  the  same  day. 

2968.  Paying  once,  they  pass  the  whole  day? — Yes;  that  is  a regulation  almost 
entirely  benefiting  steam-vessels. 

2969.  What  was  the  date  of  that? — From  1839  or  1840,  that  has  been  in 
operation.  The  Commissioners  have  not  recognised  passing  in  the  day-time  as 
any  rule  of  exemption,  or  been  able  to  come  to  any  satisfactory  decision  by  which 
a distinction  could  be  established  in  charging  steam  vessels  by  any  rule  different 
to  that  which  exists  with  regard  to  sailing  vessels  on  the  same  voyages.  Upon 
a recent  occasion  an  application  was  preferred  to  the  Board  of  Trade  by  the  Com- 
bined Association  of  all  the  steam-boat  proprietors  of  the  United  Kingdom,  setting 
forth  all  the  grounds  of  their  complaints  in  a printed  form,  which  application,  so 
far  as  regards  the  Commissioners  of  Northern  Lights,  was  referred  to  them  by  the 
Board  of  Trade  for  their  consideration,  and  they  have  fully  reported  to  the  Board 
upon  that  application,  embodying  the  general  principle  of  relief,  as  well  as  of  com- 
plaint, against  the  individual  lights  charged.  The  subject,  I believe,  is  still  under 
the  consideration  of  the  Board  of  Trade. 

2970.  When  was  this  application  made? — The  remit  by  the  Board  of  Trade  to 
the  Commissioners  is  dated  the  18th  of  January  184,5. 

2971.  Is  that  the  only  application  which  has  been  made  to  the  Board  of  Trade 
respecting  steam  vessels  ? — It  is  the  only  application  which  has  come  to  the  know- 
ledge of  the  Commissioners  of  Northern  Lights,  with  one  previous  exception; 
there  was  one  from  the  Carlisle  Steam  Navigation  Company  two  years  ago. 

2972.  Have  you  applied  to  the  Trinity  House  in  respect  to  the  charges  for 
steam  vessels,  to  know  what  their  practice  was? — We  have  not  in  this  instance; 
but  we  know  the  views  of  the  Trinity  House  are  in  unison  with  our  own,  from  the 
tables  being  framed  subjecting  steam  vessels  to  similar  duties  as  sailing  vessels. 

2973.  In  their  application,  now  before  the  Board  of  Trade,  what  is  it  the  Com- 
missioners of  Northern  Lights  recommend  ? — I am  not  aware  that  the  Commis- 
sioners recommend  any  measure,  they  leave  it  to  the  Board  of  Trade  to  dispose 
of  the  question.  They  are  not  prepared,  in  the  present  state  of  the  law,  as  it 
stands,  to  say  it  is  proper  to  make  any  distinction  between  steam  vessels  and 
sailing  vessels ; the  Act  of  Parliament  does  not  make  any  distinction  between 
them ; the  words  are,  all  vessels  which  shall  pass  or  derive  benefit  from  the 
lights. 

2974.  Do  the  Commissioners  ask  the  Board  of  Trade  to  modify  the  law,  to 
enable  them  to  make  that  distinction  ? — They  do  not. 

2975-  Do  they  simply  lay  before  them  the  complaint,  without  suggesting  any 
remedy  ? — The  complaints  came  from  the  Board  of  Trade  to  the  Commissioners; 
they  are  in  the  first  instance  sent  to  the  Board  of  Trade,  and  from  them  they  are 
remitted  to  the  Commissioners  for  their  opinion,  and  the  Commissioners  gave 
in  their  opinion  in  a detailed  report  to  the  Board  of  Trade. 

2976.  Have  the  Commissioners  of  Northern  Lights,  on  their  own  account,  sent 
any  application  to  the  Queen  in  Council,  respecting  the  applications  of  steam 
vessels  1 — They  have  not. 

2977-  Are  you  aware  that  in  1834  the  Committee  recommended  the  case  0 
the  steam  vessels  to  the  consideration  of  the  Board? — I am. 

2978.  Did  any  proceedings  take  place  by  the  Board  with  respect  to  that?— 
The  matter  has  been  frequently  under  the  consideration  of  the  Board  ; but  when 
the  Legislature  passed  the  last  Act  in  1 836,  they  made  no  distinction  between 
steam  vessels  and  sailing  vessels,  and  the  Board  have  not  been  able  to  do  so 
either. 

2979*  Do  you  believe,  at  this  time,  that  the  Northern  Commissioners  are  acting 
upon  the  same  principle  as  the  Trinity  House  in  England  ? — I do.  « 
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2980.  Do  you  know  what  is  the  practice  in  Ireland  ? — I believe  it  is  the  same. 

2981.  Have  you  had  any  communication  with  the  Ballast  Board  to  know?— 
We  have  not ; but  I know  from  their  tables  of  tolls  that  there  is  no  distinction 
between  steam  vessels  and  sailing  vessels. 

29S2.  Do  you  know  what  answer  the  Trinity  House  has  given  respecting  the 
complaints  of  steam-vessel  owners? — I do  not. 

2983.  Then,  generally  speaking,  steam  vessels  and  sailing  vessels  are  considered 
liable  to  the  same  dues? — They  are. 

2984.  Are  sailing  vessels  exempted  from  paying  tolls  upon  passing  a light 
more  than  once  in  a day  ? — They  are. 

298.5.  Then,  up  to  this  time,  both  sailing  vessels  and  steam  vessels  are  on  the 
same  footing? — Precisely. 

2986.  I observe  an  application  was  made  to  the  Commissioners  by  ferry-boats; 
to  be  exempted  ; will  you  state  what  was  the  nature  of  this  application,  and  when  it 
took  place  ?— By  the  table  of  tolls  at  present  all  ferry-boats  are  exempted  from 
payment  of  light  dues. 

2987.  Since  what  period  have  they  been  exempted  ? — Ferry-boats  have  always 
been  exempted  ; other  vessels  which  cross  from  one  port  to  another  in  narrow 
seas  have  claimed  exemption,  designating  themselves  ferry-boats,  but  the  Com- 
missioners have  not  included  them  under  the  exemption,  on  the  ground  that  their 
proceeding  from  those  ports  is  voluntary,  and  that  they  are  under  no  compulsion 
to  proceed  unless  they  like. 

2988.  An  application  has  been  made  respecting  the  Dysart  Ferry  across  the 
Forth  ; have  they  been  exempted  ? — They  have  not. 

29®9-  Upon  what  principle  have  some  ferry-boats  been  exempted  and  others 
not?— All  ferry-boats  have  been  exempted,  but  others  calling  themselves  ferry- 
boats have  not  received  the  same  exemption.  J 

2990.  Then  how  do  you  draw  the  distinction  between  the  two  classes  of  boats  ? 

A ferry  is  established  by  Act  of  Parliament,  and  the  boats  are  compelled  to  00 
at  short  stated  intervals,  whether  they  have  passengers  or  not ; vessels  from  port 
to  port  go  as  they  find  it  suitable  to  their  profits  ; if  they  find  it  does  not  suit 
their  profits  they  give  it  up;  they  are  under  no  compulsion  to  ply  upon  the 
passage. 

. 2991-  Are  ah  vessels  not  required  by  Act  of  Parliament  to  go  across  at  stated 
times,  as  in  the  case  ot  the  Leith  and  Dysart  boats,  considered  not  entitled  to 
exemption? — They  are  not  entitled. 

2992.  Are  the  Kinghorn  boats,  styling  themselves  ferry-boats,  exempted 
They  are  not. 

2993.  They  carry  cargo  ? — Yes. 

2994.  And  are  not  under  any  compulsion  to  go? — They  are  not. 

299.5.  Have  you  had  any  applications  from  the  Belfast  steam-boat  owners  for 
exemption  ? — We  have. 

2996.  What  was  the  nature  of  their  complaint  ? — They  complained,  first  of  all, 
that  going  to  the  southward  from  Belfast  they  were  charged  with  the  light  upon 
Lorsewall,  which  they  were  relieved  from  after  minute  inquiry,  because,  as  I 
stated  before,  they  did  not  pass  that  light ; the  light  on  Copeland  Island  subse- 
quently erected  enabled  them  to  pass  between  the  island  and  the  shore,  and  thus 
to  avoid  deriving  any  benefit  from  Corsewall.  They  also  complained  of  bein<r 
charged  with  the  Point  of  Ayre  light,  which  they  have  also  been  relieved  from 
upon  inquiry.  They  are  now  only  charged  with  the  Calf  of  Man  light. 

2997-  Gao  you  state  the  date  of  their  being  relieved  from  the  Point  of  Ayre 
light  The  complaint  was  made  in  January  1S37  with  reference  to  the  Point  of 
Ayre  light. 

2998.  When  was  relief  given  ? — The  application  was  at  first  refused,  but  relief 
was  given  on  the  next  amendment  of  the  table.  The  charge  was  contained  in  the 
table,  and  the  Commissioners  could  not  give  relief. 

2999-  At  what  date  was  the  amendment  of  the  table  ? — The  table  was 
amended  in  the  ensuing  year. 

3°0o.  The  table  was  amended  after  application  to  the  Queen  in  Council  for 
eave  to  do  so  ? — It  was  ; and  until  that  was  done  the  charge  could  not  be  abated, 
n .^01,  I see  a9  application  was  made  by  steam  vessels  trading  from  Leith  to 

irling  to  be  relieved  from  the  Inchkeith  light ; what  was  done  in  that  case  ? — 

a u 3r^e  was  nia'ntained,  that  being  a leading  light  down  the  Frith  of  Forth, 
and  these  vessels  are  often  out  after  night-fall. 

0 a a 2 3002.  There 
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3002.  There  was  a complaint  as  to  the  Girclleness  light ; will  you  state  wh 
was  the  nature  of  that  ? — There  is  a steam  vessel  which  plies  from  Leith  to  Inver 
ness,  and  it  passes  and  calls  at  Aberdeen  to  take  in  passengers  ; Girdleness  is 
so  situated  that  they  cannot  enter  the  port  of  Aberdeen,  or  come  out  of  it,  without 
being  said  to  pass  the  light.  They  were  charged  for  passing  it  inwards  and  charged 
again  for  passing  it  outwards,  in  consequence  of  which  they  complained  that  the? 
paid  twice  for  Girdleness,  and  the  Commissioners,  upon  consideration  of  the 
complaint,  directed  they  should  be  only  once  charged. 

3003.  Did  they  make  that  exemption  after  applying  to  the  Queen  in  Council 
for  authority,  or  of  their  own  accord  ? — Of  their  own  accord  ; they  considered  it 
was  going  beyond  the  letter  of  the  statute. 

3004.  In  what  other  cases  have  they  made  the  alterations  of  their  own  accord2 
— Whenever  a light  is  complained  of  as  not  being  passed  in  the  course  of  the  voy- 
age ; if  it  is  in  the  table  specifically  set  down  to  be  charged,  it  must  invariably  be 
charged,  but  sometimes  questions  arise  as  to  the  nature  of  the  voyao-e  ; and  when- 
ever a doubt  exists  as  to  the  liability  of  the  vessel,  the  Commissioners  invariably 
construe  the  doubt  in  favour  of  the  traders,  and  relieve  them  from  the  payment  of 
the  light  dues. 

3005.  Admiral  Dundas.]  Upon  making  any  alterations  or  allowances  in  charges 
for  lights  do  you  acquaint  the  Trinity  Board  with  them  ? — No,  unless  it  involves 
their  own  dues. 

3006.  Mr.  Somes.']  Are  you  not  under  the  Trinity  Board  in  London  now?— 
Not  with  regard  to  charges  ; the  Trinity  Board  have  no  control  over  the  dues  to 
be  collected  ; merely  over  the  management  of  the  lighthouses. 

3007.  Chairman.]  The  question  is  whether,  having  made  these,  alterations,  and 
exercised  your  own  discretion,  a report  is  made  either  to  the  Trinity  House  or  to 
the  Ballast  Board? — Invariably  ; if  it  involves  a general  principle, ‘it  is  intimated  to 
every  collector  in  the  three  kingdoms  that  he  may  regulate  his  collections  accord- 
ingly. We  transmit  the  orders  from  the  Board  directly  to  our  own  collectors, 
and  copies  are  sent  to  the  Trinity  House  and  the  Ballast  Board  to  be  communi- 
cated to  the  respective  collectors  in  each  of  those  kingdoms. 

3008.  Mr.  Somes.]  How  do  you  apply  your  surplus  revenue? — The  surplus 
revenue  is  applied  to  the  erection  of  lighthouses,  and  the  extraordinary  repairs  of 
those  in  existence. 

3009.  Admiral  Dundas.]  Is  there  any  surplus  now  ? — There  is. 

3010.  How  much?— It  exceeds  30,000/. 

301 1.  Where  is  the  money  ? — It  is  in  the  hands  of  the  banker. 

3012.  Private  bankers? — No,  a chartered  bank. 

3013.  Does  it  bear  interest? — Yes,  two  per  cent. 

3014.  Mr . Mitcalfe.]  Have  you  any  prospect  of  requiring  this  money  for  the 
purpose  ol  erecting  new  lighthouses? — We  are  engaged  now  in  the  erection  of 
new  lighthouses,  and  we  may  be  called  upon  to  use  a portion  of  this  fund  for  that 
purpose ; it  is  of  smaller  amount  now,  I think,  by  some  7,000  1 or  8,000 1 than 
it  was  some  years  since. 

30 1 5.  Chairman.]  Have  you  any  estimate  for  these  new  lighthouses,  contemplated 
or  in  course  of  erection,  which  will  require  the  surplus  now  in  hand  ?— There  will 
be  found  appended  to  the  application  to  the  Queen  in  Council  for  the  reduction  of 
light  dues,  an  estimate  of  the  lighthouses  in  course  of  erection  and  in  con- 
templation, amounting  to  185,300  L Those  stated  to  be  in  contemplation  have 
not  been  applied  for,  and  have  not  been  resolved  upon  by  the  Board. 

3016.  Mr.  aS'omics.]  Will  you  distinguish  what  has  been  completed,  and  w'bat 
there  is  to  complete?  Ihose  in  progress  are  estimated  to  be  completed  for 
48,000  l. 

3017.  That  is  the  estimate  for  the  erection  of  new  lighthouses  ?— The  erection 
of  those  resolved  upon  or  in  progress.  I would  call  the  attention  of  the  Committee 
to  the  concluding  paragraph  of  the  report,  in  the  preceding  page  of  the  return 
last  referred  to,  to  show  that  the  works  put  down  as  contemplated  by  the  Board 
have  not  come  under  the  consideration  of  the  Commissioners,  nor  has  any  resolu- 
tion been  come  to  on  the  subject ; the  estimate  merely  iudicates  the  various 
stations  that  have  been  brought  under  their  notice.  It  is  as  follows : “ In  con- 
cluding this  report,  your  Committee  hope  they  may  be  permitted  to  allude  to  one 
part  of  the  return  ordered  by  the  Board,  and  they  do  so  chiefly  to  prevent  its  being 
supposed  in  any  quarter  that  they  had  assumed  that  the  future  works  there 
suggested  had  been  definitively  sanctioned  by  the  Board.  While  your  Committee 
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are  aware  that  some  of  these  works  are  directly  specified  in  one  or  other  of  the 
•statutes  under  which  the  Commissioners  act,  and  that  the  utility  of  others  may 
be  considered  as  unquestionable,  they  must  observe  that  some  other  operations 
are  referred  to  in  the  return,  ‘as  contemplated  by  the  Board,’  of  which  your 
Committee  will  only  say,  that,  in  their  opinion,  the  propriety  is  doubtful,  and 
which  works  ought  certainly  not  to  be  carried  into  effect,  unless  after  deliberate 
consideration.  At  all  events,  it  would  be  highly  inexpedient  that  it  should  be 
supposed  that  any  of  the  works  embraced  in  this  head  of  the  return,  beyond  those 
actually  in  progress,  have  been  considered  by  the  Board.  These  last  alone,  your 
Committee  have  found  themselves  entitled  to  take  into  consideration,  and  as  to 
the  others,  they  looked  on  the  return  merely  as  pointing  out  what  may  be  hereafter 
accomplished,  but  by  no  means  what  at  all  events  must  be  carried  into  effect.” 

3018.  Chairman .]  In  the  papers  before  the  Committee,  No.  4,  p.  12,  there  is 
an  estimate  for  laying  down  53  beacons,  at  700/.  each,  being  a total  of  37,000  Z., 
and  there  is  also,  for  laying  down  84  buoys  at  35  /.  each,  a total  of  5,580  L 
Upon  what  authority  have  these  been  introduced  as  works  contemplated  by  the 
Board  ? — The  Board  have  it  in  contemplation  to  establish  a complete  system  of 
beacons  and  buoys  round  the  whole  islands  and  narrow  seas  of  the  coast  of  Scot- 
land ; and  in  making  out  this  estimate,  which  is  done  by  the  engineer,  he  has 
taken  into  consideration  every  station  upon  which  it  would  be  proper  a beacon 
should  be  erected  or  a buoy  placed,  and  this- is  the  result  of  his  rough  calculation 
of  the  probable  expense  of  the  works. 

3019.  Mr.  Somes.']  Then  the  engineer  gives  his  opinion;  no  one  else: — At 
present  the  Board  have  not  before  them  even  the  names  of  the  stations.  This  is 
a general  rough  estimate ; no  person  whatever,  either  in  the  Board  or  out  of  the 
Board,  is  in  the  least  committed  by  this  estimate. 

3020.  Does  any  person  except  the  engineer  go  round  the  coast  to  see  whether 
buoys  and  beacons  are  required  ? — I am  not  prepared  to  say  what  the  Commis- 
sioners might  do  when  it  came  under  their  consideration.  We  have  had  several 
applications  from  officers  commanding  revenue  cruisers  for  beacons  and  buoys,  but 
no  person  has  gone  round  the  coast  with  a view  to  inspect  the  stations  for  beacons 
and  buoys  in  the  list  of  contemplated  works. 

3021.  Chairman.]  Are  you  aware  that  there  liave  been  upon  the  coast  officers 
belonging  to  the  Hydrographer’s  department  making  surveys  of  the  coast  ? — I have 
understood  so. 

3022.  Do  you  know  whether  any  applications  have  been  made  by  them 
respecting  these  contemplated  beacons  and  buoys? — I believe  not. 

3023.  In  the  return  of  which  we  have  been  speaking,  there  is  48,820 1.  estimated 
as  the  expense  of  the  works  done  or  doing,  among  which  are  eight  buoys  for  the 
Frith  of  Forth,  and  nine  for  the  Frith  of  Clyde,  and  several  beacons ; will  vou 
state  by  whom  these  were  recommended,  and  whether  the  Queen’s  survevino- 
officers  have  been  consulted  respecting  their  position  ?— These  beacons  and  buoys 
have  long  been  under  the  consideration  of  the  Board,  but  they  were,  after  the 
passing  of  the  Act  of  1836,  brought  under  their  consideration  again  by  a detailed 
report  of  their  engineer.  The  Commissioners,  upon  considering  the  report,  selected 
those  stations  which  they  considered  most  deserving  of  immediate  attention,  and 
came  to  the  conclusion  that  it  would  be  proper" to  erect  these  beacons’  and 
place  these  buoys.  The  matter  was  then  submitted  to  the  Trinity  House,  and  they 
visited  and  made  a survey  of  the  stations,  suggesting  various  alterations,  and  they 
were  all  proceeded  with  under  their  sanction  and  authority.  I believe  that  the 
engineer,  in  selecting  these  stations,  individually  has  corresponded  with  the 
Queen’s  surveying  officers,  but  I am  not  aware  that  the  Board  have  officially  had 
any  communication  with  them,  or  any  nautical  authority. 

3024.  Mr.  Somes.]  The  Board  have  communicated  with  the  Trinity  House? — 
When  I say  nautical  authority,  I mean  other  than  the  Trinity  House. 

3025.  Ckait'man.']  Are  you  aware  whether  at  this  time  there  are  questions 
before  the  Board  as  to  the  reduction  of  the  charges  for  light  dues  ? — There  are 
not. 

3026.  Or  anything  beyond  that  which  is  stated  in  the  application  to  the  Queen 
in  Council? — Nothing  at  present;  but  I know  that  although  they  have  proposed 
the  reduction  as  an  experiment  to  work  upon,  yet  if  they  find  that  the  reduction 
can  be  carried  further  without  injuring  their  revenue,  they  are  prepared  to  do  so. 

3027-  You  mean  the  reductions  stated  in  their  memorial  to  the  Queen  in 
Council? — Yes. 

°’3^*  AA3  3028.  Beyond 
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3028.  Beyond  that  there  is  no  contemplated  reduction? — Not  at  present. 

3029.  Then  are  we  to  understand  the  dues  upon  each  light  will  continue  as 
they  now  are,  with  the  exception  of  those  pointed  out  for  reduction? — Yes;  the 
amount  of  reduction  being  upon  the  whole  5,000  l.,  or  about  12  £ per  cent,  on  the 
amount  of  the  dues. 

3030.  At  present  is  any  reduction  contemplated  in  the  charge  for  collecting  the 
dues  ? — I am  not  aware  of  any. 

Captain  Henry  Mangles  Denham , r.n.,  f.r.s.  called  in;  and  Examined. 

c^lt-  303 1 . WILL  you  state  what  is  your  rank  in  the  Navy,  and  what  situation  you 

it  n hold  ? — I am  a Commander  in  the  Navy,  and  one  of  the  Admiralty  Surveyors. 

’ 3032.  How  long  have  you  been  employed  in  that  department? — Thirty  years. 

3°33-  Have  you  visited  the  larger  portion  of  the  coast  of  this  kingdom  during 
that  survey  ? — I have.  ' 0 

3034.  Have  you  paid  attention  to  the  situation  of  the  lighthouses,  both  public 
and  those  which  are  culled  harbour  lights ; also  to  the  buoys  and  beacons  which 
have  been  placed  by  the  parties  having  charge  of  that  department;  and  if  so,  will 
you  state  what  your  opinion  is  respecting  them,  going  from  the  Thames  to  the 
north,  and  so  making  a circuit  of  the  island? — I find  that  the  Trinity  Board 
waters  and  grounds,  that  is,  for  all  England,  are  evidently  better  lighted  than 
others.  The  very  look  of  the  light  tells  us  it  is  a public  board  light,  and  so  far 
better  than  only  locally  managed  lights.  I find  the  same  characteristic  extends  to 
the  Ballast  Board  lights  and  the  Northern  Commissioners’  lights.  I have  found 
in  my  surveys  that  lights,  when  erected  on  a point  or  an  island,  without  reference 
to  a definite  survey  of  the  contiguous  shoals  and  coast  feature,  do  not  present,  as 
to  position  and  masking,  those  advantages  which  their  range  over  the  horizon 
would  otherwise  confer  on  the  mariner. 

3°35-  That  is,  if  a more  judicious  position  had  been  chosen  for  some  of  these 
lights,  they  might  have  answered  the  object  better? — Much  better  ; as  the  surveys 
have  progressed  more  lights  have  been  erected.  We  have  found  the  great 
desirableness  of  altering  the  ranges  and  limits  of  those  lights  previously  erected 
by  such  application  as  we  call  masking  or  blinking;  and  whenever  that  has  been 
pointed  out  to  the  Trinity  Board  they  have  readily  adopted  it.  But  it  has  always 
gone  to  show  with  regret  that  such  a lighthouse  had  been  erected  without  the 
actual  range  being  defined  to  which  the  light  could  benefit,  either  seaward  or  right 
and  left  along  the  shore. 

3036.  Are  we  to  understand  that  many  of  the  lighthouses  having  been  erected 
before  the  coast  had  been  properly  surveyed,  and  public  officers  having  made  their 
charts  and  reports  thereby,  they  are  not  in  many  instances  so  well  placed  as  could 
now  be  clone,  having  reference  to  the  additional  information  and  the  more  general 
objects  they  have  ? — -Yes. 

3037.  Are  you  therefore  of  opinion  that  a re-examination  and  change  of  the 
sites  of  many  of  these  lighthouses  might  be  attended  with  benefit? — Certainly. 
In  some  of  these  cases  I have  known  great  improvements  in  the  light  to  have 
taken  place  by  the  re-examination,  and  I believe  others  would  also,  in  the  same 
way.  I have  found  the  Trinity  Board  ready  to  do  so  when  it  is  required,  but 
we  still  entertain  the  regret  that  such  lights  should  ever  have  been  erected 
without  a more  specific  survey  of  the  whole  range  of  coast.  With  regard  to  the 
disposition  of  lights  generally,  I am  of  opinion  they  are  not  distributed  in  the 
way  they  might  he.  I can  only  account  for  that  by  this,  that  I think  whilst 
local  trusts  are  reluctant  to  expend  capital  upon  lights  without  very  urgent  cases 
involving  their  own  individual  interest,  I find  the  Trinity  Board  itself  is  in  the 
anomalous  position,  that  if  they  see  the  necessity  of  a light  to-morrow  on 
a particular  headland,  whilst  they  have  the  power  to  erect  the  light  and  make  it 
a guide  for  the  mariner,  yet,  if  it  is  ever  to  receive  a toll,  they  must  not  erect  it, 
(or  they  can  never  exact  toll  for  it)  without  the  light  having  been  erected  upon  the 
joint  application  of  the  owners  as  well  as  of  the  commanders  of  vessels  trading 
upon  the  coast.  Hence  we  find,  that  as  such  petitions  for  lights  would  involve 
tfie  payment  of  additional  tolls,  and  as  the  petitions  must  be  strongly  participated 
in  by  the  owners  of  the  ships  as  well  as  the  masters,  there  are  fewer  applications 
than  the  commanders  would  desire  to  put  in  to  the  Trinity  Board,  and  conse- 
quently fewer  lights  in  certain  places. 

3038.  Do  you  understand  that  the  Trinity  House,  though  sensible  of  the 

importance 
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importance  of  erecting  a light  upon  any  given  portion  of  the  coast,  cannot  make  Capt. 
the  erection  until  they  have  such  assurance  from  the  owners  and  masters  of  ships  H-M-  Denham, 
belonging  to  the  neighbourhood  that  they  will  willingly  pay  the  toll  for  the  same?  «•**.,  f.r.s. 

— Quite  so,  unless  the  Trinity  House,  out  of  their  own  funds,  build  it  with  the  

intention  of  not  putting  a toll  on  it.  The  master  mariner  himself  would  be  most  2 June  l845* 
anxious  to  have  a light,  feeling  all  the  vital  consequences  of  it ; but  it  appears  to 
me  such  a vital  element  as  lighthouses  should  not  depend  upon  the  application  of 
parties,  who  are  ever  restrained  from  that  application  by  a knowledge  of  the  fact 
that  a fresh  toll  will  be  brought  upon  the  shipping. 

3°39‘  -^-re  we  understand  you  think  there  ought  to  be  a supervising  power, 
to  ascertain  where  lighthouses,  beacons,  and  buoys  are  requisite,  and  then^to  erect 
them,  without  waiting  for  the  application  you  have  now  stated  ?— Certainly. 

3040.  Tou  have  stated  that  the  knowledge  derived  from  surveys  of  the  coast 
has,  in  your  opinion,  suggested  situations  which  might  be  more  advantageous  than 
where  the  lights  were  placed  formerly ; are  we  to  understand  you  have  had  any 
communication  with  the  Trinity  House  or  the  Commissioners  of  Northern  Lights, 
or  the  Ballast  Board,  or  that  you  make  any  suggestions  to  them  on  these  matters? 

We  have  no  instructions  to  make  such  communications ; on  the  contrary,  it 
would  be  deemed  informal;  such  communications  going  direct  from  the  Admiralty 
Surveyor  whenever  representations  are  made  to  the  Hydrographer  or  the  Secretary 
of  the  Admiralty,  they  are  forwarded  to  the  Trinity  Board,  and  if  the  Trinity 
Board  sees  sufficient  in  them  to  follow  up  the  inquiry,  they  do  so,  and  it  has 
been  followed  in  some  instances.  I have  known  of  lights  being  erected  as  soon 
as  possible,  or  alterations  made ; but  it  sometimes  happens  we  hear  no  more  of 
the  suggestions,  and  as  we  find  it  has  gone  through  the  head  of  our  own  Board  to 
the  Board  in  whose  province  it  lies,  we  conclude  that  they  have  not  entered  into 
the  spirit  of  the  thing  at  the  time,  or  may  have  reasons,  want  of  funds  for 
instance,  for  not  being  able  to  attend  to  it. 

3041.  Is  it  in  your  recollection  that  in  your  reports  to  the  Hydrographer  of 
the  Admiralty,  you  have  pointed  out  where  buoys  and  beacons  might  be  placed, 
or  where  lighthouses  might  be  erected  with  great  advantage  to  the  trade,  to  enable 
them  to  avoid  the  dangers  you  have  found  in  your  surveys? — Yes;  I have  not 
any  instance  before  me  of  lights  having  been  recommended  by  myself,  in  which 
they  have  not  been  carried  into  effect,  but  I have  understood  it  to  be  so;  in  my 
own  practice  it  has  so  happened,  that  the  lights  I have  recommended  have  been 
adopted ; but  from  knowing  that  the  case  must  be  extremely  urgent,  I have  only 
selected  those  cases  which  would  carry  conviction  directly.  I entertain  at  this 
moment  that  sort  of  feeling  that  would  make  me  extremely  cautious,  and  hesitate 
merely  on  my  own  conviction  to  suggest  any  lights  to  be  erected,  unless  there  were 
some  calamities,  or  collateral  evidence  of  their  necessity. 

3042.  Is  it  any  part  of  your  instructions  from  this  Board,  under  which  you  act, 
to  take  notice  of  places  where  lights,  buoys,  or  beacons,  if  placed,  would  be  bene- 
ficial to  the  trade? — No,  it  is  not;  it  has  never  been  part  of  our  instructions,  but 
gratuitously  we  often  suggest  them,  and  there  have  been  a vast  extent  of  lights  and 
buoys  erected  through  suggestions  which  I have  passed  in  that  way ; but  our 
duties  seem  to  be  strictly  confined  to  surveying  every  part  of  the  coast  as  we 
find  it. 

3043.  As  at  present  ordered,  you  confine  your  remarks  strictly  to  the  duties 
assigned  you  respecting  the  depth  of  water  and  the  shoals,  and  so  on  ? — Yes. 

3044.  But  if  instructions  were  given  to  the  surveying  officers  to  make  these 
remarks  you  say  have  been  forced  upon  you  from  the  urgent  necessity  of  the 
case,  would  not  that  in  a very  short  time  bring  the  state  of  the  coast  before  the 
Admiralty  and  the  competent  authorities? — Certainly  it  would.  The  only  feeling 
I can  understand  which  deters  voluntary  expression  of  such  instances  now,  is  the 
apprehension  of  their  appearing  in  an  officious  or  troublesome  light. 

3°45-  What  is  the  department  with  which  you  correspond  at  the  Admiralty  ? — 

I correspond  with  the  Hydrographer  every  month,  and  make  periodical  reports  to 
toe  Secretary  of  the  Admiralty. 

3046,  Are  you  aware  that  this  department  with  which  you  communicate  has  no 
power  to  interfere  with  either  the  Trinity  House,  the  Commissioners  of  Northern 
Lights,  or  the  Ballast  Board,  with  respect  to  lights? — I have  always  understood 
s°5  and  we  have  always  lamented  it.  We  consider  many  of  our  suggestions  are 
shelved  entirely  in  consequence. 

3°47-  Is  there  any  body  of  men  better  calculated  to  aid  in  the  proper  placing 
°-36-  aa4  of 
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Capt.  of  either  lights,  buoys,  or  beacons,  than  these  officers  appointed  by  the  Crown  t 
pus™’  survey  the  coast,  who  are  actually  employed  upon  the  coast? — From  the  nature 
of  their  very  avocations  and  explorations,  they  are  undoubtedly  on  their  separate 
2 June  1845.  stations  the  only  possible  authority  upon  which  of  necessity  buoys,  beacons,  and 
lights  should  be  established.  * 

3048.  Have  not  many  disastrous  shipwrecks  taken  place  during-  the  time  voir 
have  been  employed  on  various  parts  of  the  coast  which  have  attracted  your 
attention,  and  will  you  state  whether  any  of  them  have  been  caused  by  want  of 
proper  attention  to  this  department? — Taking  perhaps  the  most  prominent  case 
we  have  the  port  of  Liverpool,  which  was  completely  thrown  open  from  a half-' 
tide  harbour  to  a full-tide  harbour  by  my  Admiralty  survey  of  1835.  I felt  ur^ed 
to  recommend  the  doubling  of  all  the  buoys  and  adding  to  the  lights,  increas- 
ing the  number  of  buoys  to  64.  The  survey  had  been  ordered  by  the  Lords  of 
the  Admiralty  with  a view  of  showing  the  port  as  it  was,  but  as  we  pourtrayed  a 
new  channel  altogether  into  Liverpool,  it  awakened  the  attention  of  the  local 
trustees,  so  that  they  applied  to  the  Admiralty  in  the  middle  of  the  survey  to  have 
the  full  benefit  of  the  survey  as  it  progressed.  Lights  and  buoys  were  imme- 
diately proposed  to  be  laid  down  and  the  survey  went  on  the  following  year  to  the 
completion.  It  was  then  manifest  to  the  local  trustees  that  they  had  been  labour, 
ing  under  disadvantages  for  many  years  for  want  of  a constant  nautical  survey ? 
that  they  had  thrown  into  the  harbourmaster’s  charge  64  square  miles  of  channel' 
as  well  as  some  three  miles  of  docks  to  look  after,  and  it  was  found  they  had  lost 
a great  deal  of  the  natural  tidal  advantages  which  really  existed,  and  therefore 
they  proposed  to  have  a marine  surveyor.  The  survey  having  been  carried  out 
by  me,  as  stated,  I was  selected  and  requested  to  undertake  the  permanent 
management  of  that,  and  it  seemed  to  me  to  involve  so  large  a portion  of  our 
mercantile  marine,  that  having  apprised  the  Admiralty  Hydrographer,  I passed  over 
the  appointment  I held,  and  remained  to  carry  that  out.  *"1  must  say,  that  as 
soon  as  the  whole  of  the  buoys  and  lights  were  established,  I found  the  brunt  of 
responsibility  thrown  upon  myself  individually,  and  my  constant  fever  was  in  asking 
for  proper  means  (including  adequate  chains  to  moor  the  light-vessels  with)  to 
execute  the  charge  with  ; that  passing  over  three  most  irksome  years,  the  7th  of 
January  1839  brought  us  to  the  most  lamentable  state  of  shipwreck  and  loss  of 
property  which  has  ever  been  known  on  our  coast.  A short  time,  only  a few 
months,  previous  to  that,  the  dock  committee  determined  to  take  the  mooring 
chains  at  the  lowest  tender,  whereby  the  most  important  light,  the  North-west 
light-ship,  was  moored  with  chains  costing  one-third  less  than  the  merchant  ships 
j *be  Port  Pa’cb  namely,  165.  instead  of  245.  Hence  the  reason  of  her  breaking 
adrift  on  that  fatal  occasion,  when  three  or  four  vessels,  including  an  emigrant 
ship,  and  a large  amount  of  property,  was  lost.  That  case  was  sufficient  to  show 
me  that  all  my  experience  and  all  my  energies  were  misapplied  ; influenced  as  the 
dock  committee  appeared  to  be  so  as  not  to  concede  my  desire  for  future  arrange- 
ments to  avert  such  calamity,  I felt  myself  called  upon,  for  the  good  of  the  public 
and  regard  for  my  own  reputation,  to  resign  the  appointment  of  700/.  a year 
which  I held.  The  exposition  of  misrule  which  necessarily  followed  my  retire- 
ment caused  many  of  my  suggestions  to  be  gradually  adopted,  with  the  exception 
or  the  much-required  steam-vessel,  to  meet  the  exigencies  of  the  port.  Of  the 
cnains  now  used  for  the  light-ships  I cannot  speak  from  certain  knowledge,  but 
I believe  if  the  returns  of  how  many  times  the  light-ships  have  parted  from  their 
chains  since  1839  was  produced,  it  would  astonish  this  Committee  of  Inquiry. 

3°49;  Spiking  from  that  experience,  do  you  thence  infer  that  the  placing  of 
light-ships  on  all  the  coasts,  to  guide  navigation,  ought  not  to  be  left  to  any  local 
I3oaid,  but  should  be  under  the  management  of  those  who  would  apply  competent 
means  for  the  occasion  ?— Certainly. 

3050.  Then  do  you  consider  the  Trustees  of  the  Mersey,  as  now  constituted, 
aie  not  sufficient  to  provide  for  the  safety  of  so  immense  a river  as  that? — I think 
not,  certainly.  In  common  with  all  local  trusts,  as  to  the  navigation  which 
exlf  . s bey°nd  the  high-water  lines  of  their  own  rivers,  their  attention  is  not 
sufficiently  extended  beyond  their  immediate  docks  and  harbour  mouth. 

3°51'  Of  whom  do  the  Mersey  Board  consist? — There  are  21  members,  1 3 
whom  are  of  the  corporation  of  Liverpool,  and  eight  are  elected  annually  by  rota- 
tion, as  the  representatives  of  the  dock-due  payers. 

o°5,2.  Have  they  any  professional  experience  which  enables  them  to  take 
c laige  of  so  important  a department  as  the  one  you  have  represented  ? — So  little, 

that 
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that  I have  never  known  more  than  two,  and  seldom  more  than  one,  whose  pur- 
suits in  life  have  fitted  him  for  such  ; and  one  of  the  charges  [ had  to  bring  against  H- 
the  dock  committee,  and  it  was  my  parting  charge,  was,  that  during  the  three 
years  I had  the  appointment  not  one  of  the  dock  trustees  lmd  ever  been  afloat  with  "~ 
me  over  the  region  which  I spoke  of  as  having  64  buoys  and  9 lights. 

3053.  How  often  during  that  period  do  you  recollect  any  of  the  light  ships  or 
buoys  breaking  loose  from  their  moorings  ? — l should  say”  too  frequent  to  speak 
from  memory,  hut  it  is  recorded. 

3054.  Did  you  consider  that  arose  from  the  inadequacy  of  the  metal  used  in 
the  chains? — Certainly.  Perhaps  I may  mention,  as  a proof  of  it,  that  we  had 
scarcely  any  casualties  of  the  sort  in  the  first  iS  months.  In  the  plenitude  of 
their  desire  to  avail  themselves  of  all  the  improvements  suggested,  everything  went 
"ell ; but  the  moment  the  system  of  navigation  and  superintendence  was  esta- 
blished on  individual  onus,  then  the  hand  of  economy  was  applied  to  keep  down 
the  expenses,  and  mooring  chains  were  sought  at  the  lowest  tenders ; boats’  crews 
were  cut  off,  and  the  energies  of  their  marine  surveyor  cramped  by  the  most  vexa- 
tious proceedings,  even  whilst  harrowing  the  new  channel  into  their  port,  now 
called  the  Victoria  Channel. 

305 5-  Mr.  Somes.]  Are  you  aware  that  the  Trinity  Corporation  have  their 
chain  cables  regularly  tested  ? — Yes. 

3056.  Chairman .]  Were  not  the  chains  used  in  the  Mersey  also  tested  before 
they  were  used  ? — Yes,  but  in  a conventional  way : indeed,  it  is  the  habit  at  that  port 
for  the  different  chain-makers  to  test  their  own  chains. 

3°57-  Then  are  we  to  understand  that  upon  that  test  the  security  of  the  moor- 
ings of  the  light-vessels  and  buoys  depended  ? — Quite  so. 

3058.  Is  there  any  other  port  or  harbour  which  you  can  refer  to  as  showing  the 
importance  of  having  the  lights  under  one  public  body  ? — Taking  one  instance, 
the  most  recent  which  is  before  me,  is  that  of  Walney  Light,  on  the  northern 
horn  of  Morecambe  Bay ; that  light  has  been  erected  since  17S9,  by  Act  of  Par- 
liament, and  is  a private  light : the  Act  of  Parliament  was  obtained  by  the  St. 
George’s  Quay  Commissioners.  The  light  is  upon  a projecting  point  of  the  coast, 
and  indeed  the  only  light  from  Liverpool  to  the  Solway  which  can  assist  the  navi- 
gation between  the  Isle  of  Man  and  Cumberland,  and  that  light  is  inadequate  in 
its  operation  by  revolving  so  as  to  present  but  one  minute  of  light  for  four  minutes 
of  obscuration. 

3059.  Is  it  a flashing  light? — A revolving  light,  without  even  a balcony  at 
its  lantern,  to  be  able  to  clear  away  the  snow  and  mist  from  its  windows  which 
occur  during  a stormy  night.  A toll  is  paid  to  this  light  by  every  vessel  which 
enters  Lancaster  Bay,  whether  bound  to  the  port  of  Lancaster  or  not.  I do  not 
know  it  as  a fact,  but  1 have  heard  that  vessels  passing  outside  pay  to  this  liaht ; 
they  certainly  complain  of  this  light  as  being  a very  badly  planned  light,  and  manifest 
the  same  annoyance  at  it  as  if  they  paid  a passing  toll ; but  whether  that  is  so  or  not, 
its  being  under  local  authority,  and  not  a public  Board,  to  whom  complaints  might 
he  sent,  and  immediately  attended  to,  it  is  at  this  moment  in  a deficient  state. 

Upon  leaving  Liverpool,  the  tide  light,  at  the  mouth  of  the  Kibble,  and  the  har- 
bour light  at  Fleetwood,  do  not  range  to  the  channel  purposes  of  navigation, 
therefore  Walney  Light,  which  ranges  15  miles  westward,  is  a guiding  light,  which 
every  vessel  bound  from  the  Solway  Frith  to  Liverpool  must  depend  upon. 

3060.  Do  you  state  the  Walney  Light  as  an  instance  where  an  important  light, 
instead  of  being  in  the  hands  of  a public  Board,  is  in  the  hands  of  a private  body? 

— I do. 

3061.  And  consequently  not  maintained  in  that  adequate  state  the  navigation 
requires  ? — Where  there  is  any  neglect  attending  the  light,  the  impression  that  it 
is  local  property,  instead  of  that  of  a public  Board,  would  deter  remonstrance  on 
the  part  of  the  coasters  ; whereas,  in  the  case  of  a public  Board,  there  would  be  no 
hesitation  in  appealing  to  them. 

3062.  Have  you  been  employed  in  surveying  that  part  of  the  coast? — Yes, 
within  the  last  year. 

30fi3 • What  you  now  state  is  from  your  own  observation  during  that  survey  ? — 

' es,  precisely  so. 

3°fi4*  Can  you  state  any  other  case,  to  show  the  importance  of  removing  the 
lights  from  local  jurisdiction,  and  having  some  general  authority  ? — I think  in 
such  cases  as  the  harbours  of  Harrington,  Workington,  and  Maryport,  in  the 
00! way,  where  they  only  show  a light  according  to  the  time  of  tide,  which  will 
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Capt.  do  for  running  round  the  pier  head;  but  it  is  extremely  confusing  for  th 
mar'ner  t0  f|nt'  these  lights,  which  he  is  so  anxious  to  pick  up  one  after  another6 

only  exhibited  at  times,  depending  entirely  on  there  being  water  in  the  senarat' 

2 June  1845.  harbours,  so  that  he  is  either  in  total  darkness,  or  else  lie  has  the  light,  which 
when  it  is  exhibited,  is  of  the  poorest  description,  sometimes  a mere  lantern 
without  a reflector  at  all.  ’ 

3065.  Then  are  we  to  understand  that  every  light  used  as  a beacon  for  vessel- 
at  sea,  ought  to  be  under  a public  Board,  and  that  those  required  only  to  o-uj(|e 
into  the  harbour  at  certain  periods  of  the  tide,  should  remain  as  harbour  lights 
specially  distinguished  ?— Just  so;  but  that  every  harbour  which  is  to  be  approached' 
either  for  refuge,  or  with  the  object  of  trade,  should  have  a permanent  li«ht  for 
the  mariner,  for  the  passing  coasters,  and  that  the  tide  light  should  be  quite  a 
distinct  thing. 

30G6.  Without  going  into  further  detail,  will  you  state  whether  these  examples 
yon  have  given  may  be  taken  as  representing  the  result  of  your  observations  on 
the  coast  generally  ? — They  are. 

3067.  Have  you  thought  of  any  measures  to  place  the  lights  on  a better  footioo 
than  they  now  are? — We  are  now  arriving  at  a period  when  all  England,  and  a 
great  part  of  Ireland  and  Scotland,  has  been  specifically  surveyed  by  the  Admi- 
ralty. So  far  as  these  surveys  extend,  it  would  be  competent  to  any  Board  sitting 
in  this  room  to  say  what  would  be  the  effect  of  a light  on  any  particular  point’ 
and  how  it  should  be  masked  with  reference  to  the  shore  right  and  left,  and  every- 
thing that  could  render  the  light  useful ; but  there  are  portions  of  the  coast  not 
yet  surveyed.  Presuming  the  whole  coast  to  be  surveyed  before  any  central 
Board  is  framed,  or  immediately  afterwards,  I can  conceive  nothing  more  simple 
than  for  this  Board,  having  the  experience  of  the  effects  and  consequences, and  de- 
sirableness of  the  lights,  to  be  capable  of  deciding  the  questions,  there  being  no 
necessity  for  the  applications  then  of  owners  or  shipmasters,  who  take  interested 
views  of  the  matter,  but  that  the  lights  should  be  established  for  the  public  good. 

3068.  Mr.  Chapman.']  In  the  judgment  of  whom? — In  the  judgment  of  the 
central  Board,  having  these  surveys  before  them,  and  making  such  reference  as 
they  may  think  fit  to  the  surveyors  themselves. 

3069.  Not  having  any  personal  inspection? — They  need  not  have  any.  Iam 
supposing  they  have  the  means  of  calling  the  actual  surveyor  before  them ; but  if 
the  case  should  involve  a doubt,  a visit  of  inspection  to  any  part  of  the  kingdom 
would,  in  these  steam  days,  be  accomplished  in  a week. 

3070.  Chairman .]  Of  what  class  of  men  should  the  Board  consist? — The  line 
I would  draw  would  be  this : the  receivers  of  the  toll  should  not  be  the  arbiters  of 
a light  in  any  case.  I have  already  stated  the  lights  should  not  depend  upon  the- 
application  of  toll-payers ; but  such  a Board  as,  from  its  experience  in  matters  of 
the  merchant  and  naval  marine  of  our  country,  having  the  benefit  of  the  surveyors 
also,  would  be  the  most  satisfactory  arbiters  of  lights,  beacons,  and  buoys  in  the 
kingdom. 

3071.  Do  you  consider  that  the  Hydrographer  should  be  a member  of  the 
Board,  from  his  peculiar  situation  with  reference  to  the  surveyors? — Certainly. 

3072.  Are  you  aware  of  whom  the  Commissioners  of  Northern  Lights  are  com- 
posed .-  I am  not  strictly  aware  j I have  always  understood  they  are  not  persons 
conversant  with  nautical  matters. 

3073.  Mr.  ChapmanJ]  You  are  well  acquainted  with  this  map..  Is  there  any 
part  of  this  map  on  which  you  can  put  your  finger  and  say,  “ Here  there  wants  a 
light  ? Looking  at  this  map,  it  appears  to  be  studded  round  with  lights;  hut  I 
peiceive  there  are  many  lights  shown  here  which  appear  to  be  of  the  same  im- 
portance as  the  great  lights,  but  which  are  really  no  lights  at  all  to  the.  general 
navigator.  I perceive  a range  of  coast,  from  the  light  at  Lundy  Island'  to  the 
Longships,  of  nearly  50  miles,  without  any  light  at  all.  I understand,  however,  a 
light  is  building  on  Trevose  Head,  which  intervenes. 

.3j>74-  Is  there  any  other  promontory  on  the  coast  of  England  on  which  you 
' think  a light  wanted? — I am  not  prepared  to  say  where  lights  should  be  added, 
because  each  light  that  must  be  added  would  depend  so  much  upon  the  shoals 
which  lie  right  and  left,  and  off. 

3075.  Chairman .]  Do  your  observations,  therefore,  of  the  necessity  of  the 
superintending  Board  apply  equally  to  Scotland  and  to  Ireland  as  to  England  1- 
1 0 that  part  of  Ireland  I have  known  they  do ; of  Scotland  I cannot  speak  at  all, 
I have  not  surveyed  it ; they  apply  to  England  and  Ireland,  and  the  supervision 

would 
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would  not  be  confined  to  the  paucity  or  absence  of  lights ; but  in  order  that  the  Capt. 

lights  which  do  exist  should  not  be  subject  to  the  caprice  of  local  trustees  mingling  M.  Denham, 
with  the  better  judgment  of  the  public  Boards.  R'N~’  F'B‘S~ 

3076.  Your  own  opinion  is  that  a public  independent  authority  should  take  care  2 june  lg 
to  have  the  coast  throughout  surveyed  and  lighted,  without  waiting  for  the  appli- 
cation of  the  masters  or  owners  of  ships,  or  any  other  person  for  that  purpose? — 

Just  so. 

3077.  Mr.  Chapman.']  Are  you  aware  that  by  a recent  enactment  the  con- 
trolling power  is  vested  in  one  Board,  the  Trinity  House,  for  the  exhibition  of  all 
future  lights,  and  for  their  regulation  generally,  not  only  for  their  establishment, 
but  for  their  being  kept  in  order,  and  the  general  surveillance  of  them  ? — I am 
aware  of  that,  and  we  have  always  hoped  it  would  lead  to  good.  It  is  not  of 
many  years’  standing,  and  we  have  no  reason  to  believe  but  that  it  is  working 
tor  good,  and  that  it  extends  to  beacons  and  buoys  as  well.  But  I found  this  dis- 
crepancy at  Liverpool,  that  a buoy  could  not  be  added  to  the  navigation,  or 
diminished  from  or  moved  without  consulting  the  Trinity  Board ; yet  when  the 
assent  had  been  oblained,  there  seemed  to  be  an  end  of  all  responsibility,  with 
reference  to  how  the  beacons,  buoys,  and  lightships  should  be  secured. 

3078.  Mr.  Somes.]  I suppose  if  a buoy  breaks  adrift  the  corporation  of  Liver- 
pool can  replace  it  without  applying  to  the  Trinity  House  ? — Certainly. 

3079.  Chairman .]  Do  you  know  how  the  Trinity  Board  is  composed  ? — I do. 

3080.  Do  you  consider  that  a Board  so  constituted  is  a competent  Board  for 
establishing  and  managing  lights,  and  placing  buoys  and  beacons  ? — I think  it 
requires  the  one  thing  needful,  marine  surveyors  connected  with  it  to  take  surveys, 
together  with  such  a constant  communication  with  the  Hydrographer’s  office,  that 
every  survey,  not  only  that  is  printed  but  which  has  been  sent  in  in  manuscript, 
should  be  available  for  consultation,  and  suggesting  any  alteration  in  buoys  or 
lights  is  contemplated.  I am  afraid,  sometimes,  that  surveys  which  are  in  that 
state  are  not  so  readily  known  at  the  Trinity  Board  as  to  be  referred  to  imme- 
diately, and  I am  aware  the  Trinity  Board  have  no  surveyor  of  their  own. 

3081.  Have  you  not  seen  Captain  Joseph  Huddart’s  survey  of  the  Irish 
Channel  ? — I have. 

3082.  What  is  your  opinion  of  that  survey  r — In  the  absence  of  a specific 
survey,  Captain  Huddart’s  chart  was  valuable  in  its  day  ; but  it  is  so  far  out  of 
date  that  the  whole  thing  has  been  re-surveyed  since. 

3083.  What  was  the  date  of  that? — Fifty  or  sixty  years  back. 

3084.  Have  you  seen  the  survey  of  Yarmouth  Roads,  by  Captain  Joseph  Hud- 
dart? — No  ; but  I know  that  part  of  the  coast  has  been  and  is  now  under  survey, 
and  that  none  of  the  old  surveys  fix  the  shoals  correctly  on  that  part  of  the 
coast,  or  can  do  so  more  than  10  years  at  a time. 

3085.  You  have  heard  of  the  extraordinary  ability  of  Captain  lluddart? — 

Quite  so  ; we  revere  his  name. 

3086.  Chairman.]  Y-our  observations  upon  the  Trinity  House  will  apply  more 
strongly  as  regards  the  Northern  Light  Commissioners  or  the  Ballast  Board  in 
Dublin? — Yes;  and  the  more  decidedly,  knowing  there  is  no  marine  surveyor 
attached  to  either  Board,  and  it  does  not  appear  they  have  ever  considered  it 
essential  that  there  should  be  a marine  surveyor  attached  to  them.  It  must  have 
been  within  their  knowledge  that  surveys  have  been  going  on  under  the  Admi- 
ralty, and  that  access  to  them  could  be  obtained  when  desired. 

3087.  Then  is  it  your  opinion  that  the  lights  of  the  country  ought  to  be  under 
one  central  Board  ? — Most  certainly, 

3088.  Are  we  also  to  understand  that  the  central  Board  should  be  in  close 
communion  with  the  Hydrographer’s  department,  and  all  the  information  of  the 
surveys  of  the  coast  which  he  has  ? — Most  certainly. 

3°8q.  And  is  it  further  your  opinion  that  the  central  Board  should  have  autho- 
rity to  decide  in  all  cases  where  lights,  or  beacons  or  buoys  are  requisite,  without 
their  waiting  for  any  accident  to  call  the  attention  of  the  public  to  it,  or  for  any 
application  from  owners  or  others  ? — Certainly. 

3090.  Mr.  Mitcalfe.]  Have  you  bestowed  any  attention  on  the  subject  of  the 
lights  in  America ; do  you  know  they  are  under  the  control  of  the  government 
and  paid  for  by  the  nation? — Not  of  my  own  knowledge. 

3091.  Do  you  know  that  is  the  case  in  France? — That  is  the  case  in  France. 

3092.  Is  that  the  case  in  Russia  also  ? — I am  not  aware. 

3°93-  Do  you  think  the  same  principle  ought  to  be  applied  he»e,  that  the 
0.36-  b b 2 lights 
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lights  ought  to  be  placed,  as  a Government  Department,  under  a resnons'll 
Board? — Most  certainly.  I have  always  hoped  so,  but  never  saw  my  wav  ! 
do  not  pretend  to  see  it  now  ; but  such  an  arrangement  would  be  attended  with  tP 
effect,  if  no  other,  that  the  tolls  would  be  levied  (if  levied  at  all)  equally,  upon  . 
general  principle,  and  that  parties  would  not  have  to  complain  that  they  ^ 
paying  for  lights  disproportionately  and  for  the  benefit  of  others : but  to  produce? 
greatest  satisfaction,  toll  receiving  should  riot  be  the  object;  and,  if  I may  r f- 
to  a remark  I made  just  now,  that  toll  receivers  should  not  form  any  part  of? 
Central  Board,  I may  add,  it  was  with  this  idea,  that  the  motive  lor  establisl'6 
ing  a light  should  not  possibly  be  mistaken.  4 ' 

3094.  Are  not  the  lights  very  useful  to  the  Navy,  and  lor  the  good  of  the  nnldb 

generally?  — Certainly.  ' 1 e 

3095.  Are  not  the  trade  and  commerce  of  the  country  generally  benefited  bv 

these  lights? — Certainly ; they  could  not  do  without  them.  * J 

3096.  The  public  generally  are  interested  in  the  commerce  of  the  country  ami 
consequently  in  keeping  up  the  lights? — Certainly. 

3097.  And  not  the  shipowners  individually? — No. 


Mr.  William  Law  Ogilby , called  in  ; and  Examined. 

3098.  Chairman.']  WHERE  do  you  reside,  and  what  is  your  occupation  ?— In 
Fenchurch- street  in  the  City,  and  my  business  is  that  of  a Shipowner,  Siiip- 


City, 

broker,  and  Insurance  Agent. 

3099.  How  long  have  you  been  so  employed  ? — About  40  years. 

3100.  Are  you  acquainted  with  our  system  of  light  dues,  and  their  effect  upon 
our  shipping  and  trade? --Yes;  from  paying  a great  deal  of  light  dues  in  the 
course  of  a year,  I have  that  experience  of  them. 

3101.  Will  you  stale  what  are  your  opinions  upon  the  subject? — We  all  com- 
plain of  them  being  very  heavy,  and  calculated  to  increase  the  rate  of  freight  in 
tins  beyond  that  ot  other  countries. 

3102-  ^ ou  mean  to  say  the  light  dues  are  so  heavy  as  to  form  an  important 
item  of  your  expenses,  so  as  to  require  an  increase  of  freight  ? We  do. 

.3 ,03-  Requiring  that  increased  freight,  does  that  interfere  with  your  competing 
with  the*  shipping  of  other  countries  ?— It  does ; we  are  obliged,  in  order  to  derive 
any  profit,  to  increase  our  freight  so  as  to  pay  those  expenses. 

3104.  Do  not  foreign  vessels  also  pay  our  light  dues,  and  do 
part  of  their  freight?— Yes,  they  do. 

3105- Have  you  ever  made  any  calculation  of  the  per-centage  upon  the  gross 
freight  of  any  of  your  ships  of  the  light  dues  you  have  paid  ?— No,  I have  not. 

3 1 Mr.  Mitcalfe. ] Do  foreign  vessels,  going  from  Rotterdam  to  the  East 
Indies,  for  instance,  pay  our  down-Chanuel  light  dues?— When  we  have  an  oppor- 
tunity of  getting  them  ; it  is  only  when  they  go  into  harbour  that  we  can  catch 
them. 

3107.  I hen,  in  that  way,  foreigners  have  an  advantage  over  English  ships?— 
J hey  have  ; they  get  as  much  advantage  from  our  down-Clnmnel  lights  as  we  do, 
and  pay  nothing  for  it. 


ight  dues,  and  do  they  not  also  form 


3108,  Chairman.']  Docs  nut  that  apply  equally  to  vessels  from  South  America, 
the  Mediterranean,  and  all  the  foreign  trade? — Ves,  it  does,  of  course;  any  ships 
mig  up  or  going  down  Channel,  ns  a great  bulk  of  the  lights  are  round  that  coast. 
1 09.  liven  it  they  come  into  harbour  in  stress  of  weather,  foreign  shipping  ate 


cotntni 

3 


not  called  upon  to  pay  light  dues  ?— No,  they  are  not. 

31  to.  Do  you  limit  consider,  in  that  view,  that  the  light  dues  form  a very  cou- 
stderable  charge  against  British  shipping  as  competing  with  foreign  shipping?— 
Yes,  of  course  ; all  that  is  an  additional  charge  upon  us. 

1 'I’  U’  Are.y°u  awal'B  tI]at  relieving  foreign  vessels  from  light  does,  coming  into 
harbour  to  distress,  was  expressly  upon  die  recommendation  of  the  Lighthouse 
Committee  of  1834  ?— 1 was  not  aware  of  that. 

3112.  Canyon  prepare  any  statement  to  show  the  per-centage  which  the  light 
dues  hear  upon  the  part  of  your  ships  in  the  foreign  trade  ? — I can  do  so. 

1 8113-  Dave  you  observed  that  the  heavy  amount  of  these  dues  has  any  col- 
lateral clients  on  our  commerce,  independent  of  their  effects  ou  our  sliipping?— 
* " ; >ey  frequently  ■><*  only  cause  a loss  to  the  shipow  ner,  by  compelling  him 
to  gu  m ballast  in  preference  to  hiking  small  parcels  of  goods,  the  freight  on  which 
would  not  amount  to  more  titan  Urn  lights  ; but  they  cause  disappointment  to  the 

merchant, 
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merchant,  and  a Joss  to  our  manufacturers,  in  not  being  able  to  execute  small  orders 
tor  goods  from  abroad  in  time  for  the  market.  That  is  frequently  the  case  with 
respect  to  ships  going  to  Ireland  in  ballast,  to  bring  home  corn. 

3114.  Being  extensively  engaged  in  the  Irish  trade,  are  you  enabled  to  state 
its  effects  upon  that  trade  ? — For  example,  a merchant  wants  to  send  50  casks 
of  tallow,  the  freight  of  which  comes  to  SI.  or  9/.;  he  has  chartered  the  ship, 
perhaps,  and  he  says,  “Will  you  oblige  me  by  taking  these  50  casks  of  tallow?” 
We  cannot  take  them,  because,  if  we  did,  the  freight  would  not  pay  the  ship’s 
expenses. 

3115.  Then  in  that  way  you  think  our  shipping  and  trade  sustain  a loss,  without 
benefit  to  the  light  fund ? — Yes;  that  they  inflict  a direct  as  well  as  indirect 
injury  upon  our  shipping  and  trade.  I consider  the  indirect  injury  the  most 
serious  of  the  two. 

31 16.  Do  merchants  from  that  cause  lose  a market  for  much  of  our  manu- 
factures, from  not  being  able  to  send  them  at  the  right  moment? — They  do, 
because  to  the  small  ports  where  such  ships  go  there  is  never  an  entire  cargo 
during  the  whole  season.  If  they  could  get  small  supplies  of  goods  at  those 
places  from  London,  they  would  take  them;  but  as  it  is,  they  are  obliged  to  ^et 
them  where  they  can. 

3117.  Are  we  to  understand  that  small  parcels  of  goods  could  be  sent  by  these 
vessels  trading  to  different  ports  in  Ireland  where  corn  is  shipped,  and  that  those 
pons  would  be  supplied  with  the  articles  they  want  direct,  and  consequently  at  a 
reduced  price? — Yes;  almost  all  those  ships  would  take  goods  and  at  a cheap 
rate. 


3118.  Now  at  present  they  are  obliged  to  go  in  ballast  to  those  ports  for  which 
a full  cargo  cannot  be  got  ? — Yes;  unless  they  go  to  Liverpool  or  other  ports, 
" here  they  can  get  a cargo  of  coal,  salt,  & c.  on  their  way  out. 

3119.  Does  that  interfere  with  your  trade  with  Ireland  generally? — It  does; 
and  also  with  Spain,  Gibraltar,  and  other  places. 

3120.  Does  it  sometimes  happen,  with  respect  to  ships  going  to  Hamburgh, 
and  other  places,  in  ballast,  merchants  having  orders  for  small  parcels  of  goods, 
being  unable  to  send  them  by  those  ships,  lose  the  market,  and  have  no  oppor- 
tunity of  selling  them? — Yes  ; it  is  that  we  complain  of.  Those  vessels  going  in 
ballast,  would  be  glad  to  take  small  parcels  of  goods,  if  they  could  pay  their 
expenses. 

3121.  Then  is  it  not  a loss  to  those  who  import  goods,  as  well  as  to  the  ship- 
owner?— Yes. 

3122.  Mr.  A.  Chapman.']  At  present  is  there  any  charge  for  lights  upon  vessels 
in  ballast?  No,  but  if  they  take  in  4 1.  or  5 /.  or  10?.  worth  of  goods,  they  have 
to  pay  as  much  light  dues  as  for  a whole  cargo. 

3123.  Do  you  know  that  you  are  obliged  by  law  to  pay  as  much  for  ships  in 
ballast  as  with  a full  cargo? — Yes. 

3124.  Are  you  aware  that  not  charging  the  dues  upon  ships  in  ballast  was  an 
indulgence  granted  a very  few  years  ago  for  the  relief  of  the  shipping  interest? — 
No,  I understood,  as  far  as  the  Trinity  House  was  concerned,  it  was  because  we 
took  ballast  from  them,  and  that  was  considered  a compensation. 

3125.  Chairman.]  Were  not  the  freights  and  profits  of  shipping  some  years 
ago  greater  than  they  are  now  ? — Yes,  greater  than  they  have  been  for  the*  last 
three  or  four  years. 

3126.  Have  you  not  great  competition  with  foreign  vessels  now  in  every  kind 
of  trade? — Very  great. 

3127*  Have  not  the  light  clues,  therefore,  become  of  more  importance  as  your 
heights  have  beeu  reduced? — Of  course  every  charge  is  of  more  importance 
now  than  when  we  were  getting  good  freights,  because  we  are  merely  squaring  our 
accounts. 


3128*  -then  do  not  those  light  dues  interrupt  the  coasting  trade  of  the  country 
by  preventing  small  quantities  of  goods  being  sent  by  vessels  to  places  where  they 
are  immediately  wanted  r — Yes,  they  both  interrupt  it  at  the  time  and  prevent  it 
increasing ; they  stop  the  trade  in  fact.  L 

3129-  If  there  were  no  charge  for  light  dues,  and  vessels  could  take  in  five  or 
en  tons  of  goods,  or  any  quantity,  do  you  think  that  would  tend  much  to  increase 
tie  coasting  trade  of  the  country? — Yes,  very  much  with  respect  to  those  small 
ports  to  which  they  cannot  get  full  cargoes. 

S^o.  Is  it  not  of  more  importance  to  increase  the  trade  to  those  small  Doris 
°-36.  B B * ’ 


Mr. 

fjr.  L.  Ogilby. 


2 June  1845. 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


iy8  MINUTES  OF  EVIDENCE  TAKEN  BEFORE  THE 


Mr. 

W.  L.  OgiUnj. 


June  1845. 


where  the  people  are  poor,  than  to  the  large  ones? — It  is,  of  course,  because  it ' 
only  in  that  way  the  thing  will  grow  to  anything1. 

3131.  Then  the  light  dues,  in  fact,  render  the  price  of  British  goods  higher  i 

those  small  ports  in  Ireland  than  they  otherwise  would  he  ? — They  do.  B 

3132.  Then  are  we  to  understand  that  in  that  way  you  think  both  shipping  and 
trade  sustain  a loss,  without  any  adequate  benefit  ? — Yes ; we  are  very  much 
injured,  and  so  are  the  merchants  from  whom  these  charges  prevent  us  from 
taking  small  quantities  of  goods. 

3133-  You  mean  to  say,  the  merchant,  the  broker,  the  shipowner,  and  the  con- 
sumer are  all  equally  injured  by  it? — I do,  certainly. 

3134.  If  the  light  dues  were  taken  off  altogether,  and  the  lights  maintained  bv 
the  public,  that  would  be  a great  spur  to  the  general  coasting  trade?— A very 
great  spur.  ■' 

313*,.  Have  you  looked  at  it  as  connected  with  other  places  besides  Ireland 
No;  it  applies  more  to  Ireland  than  to  any  other  place,  for  we  have  a greater 
number  of  ships  going  to  Ireland  for  corn  than  anywhere  else. 

3136.  What  proportion  do  you  think? — I cannot  say;  we  ourselves  charter 
hundreds  of  ships  for  that  trade. 

3137.  Are  they  of  considerable  tonnage? — From  100  to  120  tons. 

3138.  And  you  think  a great  increase  would  take  place  in  the  coasting  trade  if 
they  could  take  small  quantities  of  goods? — lam  sure  there  would.  To  those 
small  ports  we  should  have  a considerable  trade. 

3139.  Then  these  light  dues  inflict  not  only  a direct  charge  upon  you,  but  have 
an  indirect  effect  upon  the  commerce  of  the  country  ? — They  have,  decidedly. 
We  pay  3,000/.  a year  for  light  dues  ourselves. 

3140.  Mr.^t.  Chapman.*]  From  which  you  derive  uo  benefit  ?— From  which  the 
ships  derive  benefit,  of  course. 

3141;  Chairman .]  Which  do  you  consider  the  most  serious  injury,  the  payment 
of  the  light  dues  or  the  interruption  of  trade  which  they  occasion  ? — 1 should  say 
the  interruption  of  trade  is  a greater  injury  to  us  than  the  charge  itself.  We 
should  occasionally  get  those  small  freights,  particularly  to  Westport  and  other 
places  along  the  coast  of  Ireland,  which  would  increase  our  trade, 

3142.  Are  we  to  understand  the  corn  trade  with  Ireland  is  with  the  outports, 
which  are  not  able  to  consume  entire  cargoes  of  British  goods,  and  are  prevented 
by  these  light  dues  from  getting  small  quantities,  which  would  go  in  vessels  going 
in  ballast  ?— Yes  ; we  charter  ships  to  go  from  here  to  Ireland  to  bring  home  corn, 
and  those  ships  going  out  in  ballast  would  frequently  get  small  parcels  of  goods, 
but  they  are  prevented  by  these  charges  for  lights. 

3\43-  Now  you  must  wait  until  you  get  a full  cargo  ? — Yes,  which  will  pay  a 
considerable  part  of  the  expenses,  or  else  they  go  in  ballast. 

. 3 '44-  That  is  only  to  avoid  the  light  dues? — Yes,  they  avoid  the  expenses,  of 
winch  the  light  dues  form  a considerable  part. 

304.5-  Uo  you  avoid  any  other  expenses  by  going  in  ballast? — Yes  ; they  evade 
the  Dover  and  Ramsgate  dues. 

1 ^ou,,  state>  fr0T  y°ur  own  knowledge  as  a broker  and  shipowner, 

that  the  profits  of  the  coasting  trade  of  late  have  not  been  considerable  ?— They 
mve  been  very  much  the  reverse.  We  have  considered  our  ships  upon  the  coast- 
ing trade  have  done  very  well  if  they  have  cleared  their  expenses  within  the  last 
three  years.  1 


1 consiueiauic 


3147.  Then  if  the  light  dues  were  taken  off  it  would  lie  a very 
reiiet  in  enabling  them  to  make  a little  more  freight  f-Yes. 

,i-3  , ' v r'  C,,aPm.an-]  Ae  insurance  were  taken  off  that  would  be  a good 

g ■ , *es  bnt ,that  IS  1104  “ verf  heavy  charge  ; we  have  ships  insured  for  sis 
per  cent,  for  the  whole  year.  1 

3149.  Do  you  think  the  underwriters  are  led  to  insure  shins  at  six  per  cent,  in 
consequence  of  any  advantage  they  receive  from  die  lights  ?— Of  course ; if  it 
weie  not  for  the  lights  the  underwriters  would  not  take  the  risk  at  same  rale. 

J *oa  d<>  n°t  contemplate  the  removal  of  the  lights?— No. 

3151-  too  merely  contemplate  not  being- obliged  to  pay  for  a full  cargo  when 
you  have  only  a portion  P-Yes  ; if  there  could  be  any  means  that  the  light  does 
or  other  expenses  could  be  reduced,  we  should  not  cafe  in  what  way.  whether  by 
the  management  of  the  lights  being  vested  in  one  Board,  or  by  auy  other  means. 
We  do  not  wish  to  get  rid  of  the  lights,  we  only  want  to  »et  rid  of  part  of  the 
expense.  ° 1 


3 1 5--  Then 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


SELECT  COMMITTEE  ON  LIGHTHOUSES. 


199 


31,52.  Then  jour  experience  as  a broker  and  shipowner,  and  your  extensive 
dealings,  enable  you  to  state  to  the  Committee  that  our  foreign  trade  is  unequally  W. 

burtheued  with  light  dues,  which  the  foreign  trade  of  other  countries  is  not,  and  — 

that  our  home  and  coasting  trade  is  unnecessarily  impeded  by  the  rules  and  regu-  2 J 
lations  which  regard  the  payment  of  these  light  dues  ? — Yes,  I should  say  so. 

3153.  And  the  relief  of  both  would  give  a spur  to  shipping  generally? — A con- 
siderable spur. 

3154.  Do  occasions  often  occur  when  you  could  ship  small  quantities  of  goods 
in  vessels  which  now  go  in  ballast? — Every  day  we  have  applications  from  mer- 
chants to  take  20  or  30  casks  of  tallow,  sugar,  tea,  coffee,  or  things  of  that  kind. 

3155.  Have  you  observed  whether  the  Ramsgate  and  Dover  Harbour  dues 
affect  our  trade  ? — They  are  equally  as  injurious,  and  more  oppressive  than  the 
lights,  being  equal  to  half  the  charge  of  the  whole  of  the  lights  from  the  Land’s 
End  to  theNore.  Our  coasters  pay  3^6?.  per  ton  for  1 2 months,  and  foreign-going 
vessels  pay  every  time  they  pass. 

3156.  What  proportion  does  that  bear  to  the  light  dues? — It  forms  a very  small 
proportion  as  regards  coasting  vessels,  but  it  forms  a considerable  part  of  the 
expense  of  vessels  in  the  Mediterranean  and  foreign  trade. 

3157.  Then  your  complaint  is  as  regards  foreign  vessels? — Yes;  British  foreign- 
going  vessels. 

3158.  Admiral  Dundas.]  Ramsgate  Harbour  dues  are  paid  by  all  vessels, 
whether  they  are  of  a large  or  small  draft  of  water? — I am  not  aware;  I think 
they  do  not  pay  above  300  tons,  because  they  cannot  get  in. 

3159.  Are  you  not  aware  that  vessels  pay  the  dues,  although  they  cannot  get 
in? — I believe  such  to  be  the  case. 

3160.  Chairman .]  Are  those  harbours  much  frequented  by  our  shipping  during 
stormy  weather  ? — Chiefly  by  small  coasters  and  colliers,  that  are  unable  to  keep 
the  sea. 

3161.  Do  foreign-going  vessels  often  frequent  those  harbours? — No;  those 
vessels  are  so  well  found,  and  are  such  a superior  class  of  ships,  that  their  masters 
never  think  of  taking  those  harbours.  Many  masters  have  passed  them  for  20  or 
30  years  without  doing  so. 

3162.  Where  do  they  find  refuge  ? — They  ride  in  the  Little  Downs. 

3163.  Mr.  Abw/es.]  Suppose  they  lose  their  anchors  and  cables  in  the  Downs 
in  a gale  of  wind  to  the  westward,  where  do  they  get  new  ones? — Generally  in 
Margate  Roads.  We  have  about  600  sail  of  ships  under  our  care  in  the  course 
of  the  year ; very  few  of  them  get  their  anchors  and  chains  in  Ramsgate 
Harbour. 

3164.  Chairman.']  Then  you  consider  those  dues  at  Ramsgate  and  Dover  as 
a heavy  charge,  in  addition  to  our  light  dues,  upon  the  commerce  of  the  country? 

— Yes ; I should  think  it  only  required  an  application  in  the  proper  quarter  to 
reduce  them  one-half. 

3165.  Can  you  state  the  yearly  charge  for  pilotage,  lights,  and  of  Ramsgate  and 
Dover  Harbour  dues  on  a vessel  of  TOO  tons,  employed  out  of  London,  making 
short  foreign  voyages? — From  90 1.  to  100/.,  which  is  more  than  the  profits  our 
ships  have  made  for  the  last  three  years. 

3166.  Do  you  mean  to  say  that  amount  is  equal  to  the  profit  of  the  ship  for 
the  whole  year? — It  lias  been  for  many  ships,  during  the  last  three  years.  It  has 
been  better  within  the  last  nine  months. 

3167.  Upon  all  the  vessels  you  have,  how  much  do  you  pay  for  light  dues 
annually  ? — From  3,000  Z.  to  3,200  /. 

3168.  Can  you  suggest  any  mode  by  which  the  light  department  can  be  carried 
on  better  than  it  now  is,  or  more  effectually  ? — I do  not  know  that  I can ; 

I should  think,  if  they  were  under  some  public  Board,  where  there  would  not  be 
so  many  different  receivers,  they  would  be  able  to  manage  them  for  less  money, 
or  if  the  Government  would  do  as  the  French  and  other  governments  do,  take 
them  into  their  own  hands,  and  charge  us  a certain  sum,  we  should  be  able  to 
make  it  a great  deal  lighter. 

3169.  Would  you  object  to  pay  1 s.  per  ton  per  annum  ? — I should  think  we 
should  be  very  glad  to  pay  l s.  a ton,  or  2 s.  a ton. 

3170.  Are  the  opinions  which  you  have  stated  respecting  the  pressure  of  the 
light  dues  upon  the  shipping  entertained  generally  by  brokers  and  shipowner’s? — 

I think  so,  because  everybody  complains  of  them. 

S1?!-  Have  you  any  other  suggestions  to  make? — No. 

0.36.  B Tl  4 


Mr. 

L.  0 gill  1/. 
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Jo  vis,  5*  die  Junii , 1845. 


MEMBERS  PRESENT. 

Sir  George  Clerk.  I Mr.  Hume. 

Mr.  Duncan.  Mr.  Mitoalf'e. 

Mr.  Grogan.  | 

JOSEPH  HUME,  Esq.  in  the  Chair. 


Mr.  James  Walker , called  in;  and  Examined. 

Mr.  James  Walker * 3172.  Chairman.]  ARE  you  employed  as  the  civil  engineer  to  the  Trinity 

House? — I am.  J 

5 Jure  1845.  3173.  Have  you  any  regular  salary? — I have  not. 

3174.  Will  you  explain  to  the  Committee  how  you  are  paid,  and  the  nature 
of  your  appointment? — The  appointment  is  in  my  name,  and  when  consulted  as 
the  professional  adviser  of  the  corporation,  it  is  in  my  own  individual  capacity,  and 
all  the  professional  accounts  are  kept  in  my  own  name;  but  in  all  other  profes- 
sional duties  my  partner,  Mr.  Burges,  co  operates  with  me;  and,  with  respect 
to  all  disbursements,  the  accounts  are  kept  under  the  names  of  Walker  & Bur- 
ges, to  render  them  distinct  from  the  professional  accounts,  which,  as  I have 
already  stated,  are  in  my  own  name.  The  abstract  which  has  been  given  in 
combines  the  two  accounts,  the  professional  account  and  the  disbursement 
account,  into  one.  I have,  for  distinctness  sake,  separated  them,  and  am  pre- 
pared  with  an  abstract  in  each  of  the  two  ways ; that  is  to  say,  of  the  disburse- 
ment account  and  the  professional  account,  if  the  Committee  wish  it  laid  before 
them. 

.3175*  Look  at  this  account,  delivered  by  the  Trinity  House  to  the  Cora- 
rmttee,  and  stated  to  be  accounts  rendered  by  James  Walker,  civil  engineer  to 
the  Corporation  of  the  Trinity  House,  divided  under  the  following  heads,  and 
explain  the  different  heads  of  the  account? — The  first  of  these  is,  “Time,  per 
Mr.  Walker,”  being  for  professional  employment  in  matters  upon  which  I have 
been  consulted  by  the  corporation,  which  they  think  are  of  sufficient  importance 
to  consult  me  about,  and  which  are  not  afterwards  so  extended  as  to  be  charged 
3,1  the  shape  of  commission  ; it  contains  also  the  item  for  surveys  and  reports 
made  previous  to  the  corporation  finally  resolving  on  the  execution  of  any  par- 
ticular work,  and  also  the  time  employed  in  the  execution  of  such  special  works 
as  cannot  distinctly  be  charged  in  the  way  of  commission. 

3 1 76-  These  amounts  put  down  are  for  your  professional  advice? — Yes. 

3 1 17'  And  the  charge,  under  the  name  of  Air.  Burges,  your  partner,  in  the 
same  manner,  for  his  professional  advice  ? — Yes. 

31  < S 1 lie  amount  charged  for  clerks’  time,  is  that  for  clerks  in  your  own 
office,  or  in  the  office  where  the  work  is  carried  on  ? — What  is  charged  here  as 
clerks  time,  is  for  clerks  in  our  own  office. 

3179-  Lor  copying  designs?— For  copying  designs,  and  occasionally  for  sur- 
veys made  bv  these  assistants  or  clerks  ; because,  if  the  corporation  refer  to  me 
to  make  a survey,  or  to  give  any  particular  information,  if  1 think  it  is  unneces- 
sary that  Mr.  Burges  or  I should  go  down,  then  we  send  a sufficient  assistant 
to  make  the  survey  and  plans  that  may  be  required. 

3180.  Then,  after  the  designs  for  the  buildings  are  provided,  do  you  make 
any  charge  for  your  own  or  clerks’  time? — We  do  not:  all  our  own  time,  clerks1 
ime»  a . *he  superintendence  of  the  works,  and  making  working  plans  and 
specifications,  all  copies  of  them,  and  adjusting  the  accounts  of  the  contractors, 
are  included  in  the  commission. 

3181-  Now,  here  is  another  item  : “ Time  per  Clerk  of  Works.”  Is  that  for 
the  clerk  attending  the  works  which  you  have  directed,  and  for  which  you 
charge  commission?— It  is. 

31,82.  There 
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3182.  There  is  another  item  : “ Bills  for  Labour  and  Materials  furnished”?—  Mr.  James  Walker. 

That  is  included  in  the  disbursement  account,  which  I have  stated  forms  no  . 

part  of  the  professional  bills.  5 jur,e  J845. 

3183.  In  the  bills  for  184-5,  the  item  amount  of'accounts  rendered  by  you  is 
stated  at  4,986 /.  18 s.  8 d.,  and  under  the  column  “Bills  for  Labour  and  Ma- 
terials,'’ 1,156/.  11s.  7 d.,  part  of  the  larger  sum;  will  you  explain  if  that  is 
the  whole  of  the  disbursements  made  by  you  in  the  works  which  you,  during 
that  year,  superintended? — It  is. 

3184-  Then  does  it  appear  that  the  time  of  the  clerk  of  the  works  superin- 
tending the  application  of  this  labour  and  materials  amounts  to  2,350/.? — Yes. 

3 1 S5-  Then  are  all  the  other  charges  under  the  different  heads  applicable  to 
these  bills  for  labour  and  materials  disbursed? — The  only  portion  contained  in 
that  abstract  j but  the  Committee  must  not  suppose  that  this  large  amount  of 
clerks’  time  and  other  expenses  is  chargeable  upon  so  small  a sum  as  the  bills 
for  labour  and  materials,  amounting  to"l,156  /.  11  5.  7 d. 

3186.  Will  you  explain  how  so  large  an  amount  as  3,830/.  7 s.,  which 
appears  to  be  the  amount  for  time,  commission,  and  plans,  could  be  incurred 
upon  so  small  an  expenditure  for  labour  and  materials  as  1,156/.? — Because 
the  bills  for  labour  and  materials  which  are  given  in  this  account,  contains,  as 
I have  said  already,  but  a small  proportion  of  the  work  done  during  the  year; 
by  far  the  greater  amount  being  done  by  contract ; being  works  executed, 
the  payment  of  which  we  have  nothing  to  do  with,  but  only  to  examine  the 
accounts  and  certify  them,  and  they  are  paid  by  the  corporation  without  our  in- 
terference in  the  money  department  at  all.  Perhaps  the  Committee  will  allow  me 
to  explain  shortly  how  the  corporation  conduct  the  business.  Where  there  is 
any  intention  to  erect  a new  lighthouse,  or  any  complaint  of  the  want  of  a 
light  upon  any  part  of  the  coast,  or  any  danger  arising  from  the  want  of  a 
beacon,  or  any  case  which  the  corporation  think  requires  our  professional 
assistance,  and  in  this  case  only,  the  first  thing  that  is  done  is  to  apply  to  me, 

Meeting  me  to  survey  and  report  upon  it.  report  upon  the  application 
which  has  been  made  by  the  trade  or  shipowners  is  taken  into  consideration  by 
the  corporation,  and  if  they  resolve  to  build  a lighthouse  or  erect  a beacon,  the 
next  thing  is,  what  the  kind  of  erection  is  to  be.  That  is  generally  a work  of 
some  time  and  labour ; and  the  Committee  will  see  that  from  the  nature  of  the 
buildings  under  the  direction  of  the  Trinity  House,  from  their  distance,  and 
the  difficulty  of  getting  at  some  of  them,  the  contingent  charges  must  always 
amount  to  a considerably  higher  proportion  than  regular  buildings,  done  near 
London,  or  even  upon  any  part  of  the  shore.  After  that  is  done,  general 
drawings  of  different  kinds  and  plans  of  the  work  we  may  think  suitable  are  given 
in  to  the  corporation,  sometimes  showing  it  in  different  ways.  The  very  last 
application  which  the  corporation  made  to  me,  which  is  now  in  progress,  was 
for  a light  upon  Trevose  Head  ; that  is  not  contained  in  the  bill  for  184S,  but 
being  fresh  in  my  recollection,  I will  explain  it  as  an  illustration  : after  going 
through  the  steps  I have  named,  we  gave  in  designs  and  estimates  for  a light- 
house in  three  different  ways  ; for  a stone  building,  a brick  building,  and  an 
iron  building,  with  an  approximate  estimate  of  each  ; these  were  taken  "into  con- 
sideration by  the  corporation.  Now  up  to  the  time  I have  named,  all  the 
charges  given  in  are  for  travelling,  our  own  time,  and  clerks’  time,  the  whole  of 
which  are  included  in  the  3,830/.  7 s. 

3187.  Then  that  would  include  the  first  five  columns? — Yes;  and  the  first 
five  columns  includes  also  a great  deal  as  to  the  surveying  of  the  works,  which 
afterwards  comes  to  nothing  ; which,  under  all  the  circumstances,  it  is  not 
desirable  should  be  proceeded  with,  and  are  therefore  given  up. 

3188.  And  consequently  no  outlay  on  that  appears,  because  that  work  has 
not  been  prosecuted  ? — No  ; it  is  all  inquiry  and  professional  labour  and  expenses. 

When  the  corporation  resolve  to  adopt  one  of  the  designs,  we  make  detailed 
plans  and  specifications  of  every  part  of  the  works.  The  plans  I now  hold  in 
my  hand  contain  a set  of  drawings  which  have  been  prepared  for  Trevose  Head 
lighthouse,  for  which  no  tender  has  yet  been  accepted.  After  the  order  is 
gwen  they  apply  for  tenders  and  accept  the  best,  and  then  contract  for  the 

uuding,  and  all  our  time  and  our  clerks’  time,  copies  of  plans  and  all  super- 
111  endence  of  the  works,  are  all  included  in  the  commission  of  five  per  cent. ; 
everything  except  the  wages  paid  to  the  superintendent  or  clerk  of  the  works  at 

e place ; for  our  own  office  clerks  we  make  no  charge. 

°-36-  c c 3,89.  Then 
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3189.  Then  the  plans  prepared  by  yon,  with  the  specification,  are  given  in 
and  covered  by  the  charge  for  commission  of  five  per  cent.,  which  you  are 
allowed  on  the  work  executed  ? — Just  so. 

3190.  Can  you  state  what  other  works  you  were  employed  upon  in  1843  so 
as  to  charge  a commission  of  (300/.,  besides  the  labour  and  materials  ?— The 
Committee  will  see  that  I have  answered  that  question  already.  If  the  Chairman 
will  compare  my  statement  with  the  paper  now  before  him,  he  will  find  ever? 
charge  that  is  made  in  the  column  headed  “ Commission  upon  Work  done.’* 
This  is  in  the  first  column,  the  particular  lighthouse  or  beacon  where  the  work 
was  done.  I will  take  the  first  charge,  which  is  the  Point  of  Ayr  lighthouse  • 
opposite  to  that  is  7 61.  17 s.  for  commission  ; the  next  is  Bideford,  11/.  19s’ 
and  so  on,  amounting  alogether  to  600/.  17«-  (></•  at  the  bottom,  the  commission 
being  at  the  rate  of  five  per  cent. ; there  have  been  bills  signed  by  us  to  the 
amount  of  12,000/.  to  justify  our  charge,  a commission  of  five  per  cent,  which 
did  not  come  into  these  columns  at  all. 

3191.  Taking  the  Ferns  lighthouses,  a charge  for  commission  of  7 6/.  15j.  fs 
entered  ; there  is  no  charge  for  bills  for  labour  and  materials  ; will  you  explain 
whether  the  work  which  was  done  was  done  under  a separate  contract  which 
you  had  to  superintend,  or  not,  to  account  for  that  difference  ? — The  Ferns  was 
done  by  us  also  ; but  there  have  been  no  bills  for  materials  paid  by  us.  There 
had  been  no  case  such  as  this,  in  which,  for  the  sake  of  economy  perhaps,  our 
clerk  of  the  works  might  have  ordered  the  particular  things  to  be  done,  and 
gone  himself  and  purchased  them,  and  brought  the  bills  and  receipts  to  us,  and 
we  paid  them.  In  these  cases  there  is  a charge  made  for  labour  and  materials. 
In  the  case  the  question  refers  to  there  were  no  such  bills ; therefore  we  had 
no  such  charge  to  make. 

3!92.  Then  the  column  headed  bills  for  labour  and  materials  can  give  no 
idea  of  the  amount  of  work  done  and  money  expended  by  the  Board  on  light- 
houses ? — Certainly  not. 

3193.  We  are  to  understand  your  commission  which  appears  here  is  commis- 
sion on  all  works  they  carry  on  by  separate  contracts,  and  being  a charge  as 
surveyor  over  them  ? — Yes. 

3194.  And  wherever  the  clerks  of  the  works  deputed  by  you  have  remained 
there,  and  require  any  amount  of  materials  to  complete  any  work  which  is  not 
within  the  contract,  in  those  cases  you  pay  bills,  and  these  only  appear  in  the 
accounts  i — Yes,  that  is  so ; if  the  work  that  is  required  to  be  done  is  of  the 
nature  of  the  contractors’  work,  then  we  have  a clause  in  the  contract  obliging  the 
contractor  to  do  the  work  and  furnish  the  materials  at  what  we  call  scheduled 
prices ; but  there  are  cases  in  which  the  work  or  materials  to  be  employed 
would  not  be  in  the  contractor’s  way  at  all,  such,  for  instance,  as  supplying 
stores  and  other  fixtures,  finishings  of  that  kind,  with  which  we  do  not  think  it 
worth  while  to  trouble  the  contractor.  Everything  of  that  kind  is  done  by 
our  authority,  and  by  authority  given  to  us  by  the  corporation.  We  supply 
nothing,  and  we  order  the  contractors  to  do  nothing  without  having  an  order 
from  us  or  from  our  superintendent  of  the  works ; and  again,  we  order  nothing 
to  be  supplied  until  we  make  a report  to  the  corporation  and  get  their  authority 
for  doing  so. 

3195^  Then  are  the  Committee  to  understand  that  all  works  contracted  for 
by  the  T rinity  House,  taking  this  single  year,  for  instance,  are  superintended 
by  y?u>  and  that  the  commission  here  is  upon  the  whole  of  the  works,  whilst 
the  items  under  the  head  of  bills  for  labour  and  materials  are  only  for  articles 
which  the  contractor  under  the  agreement  cannot  furnish,  and  which  you 
report  to  the  Board  the  necessity  of,  and  which  you  are  required  to  supply  and 
charge  for  ? — Yes,  that  is  quite  a distinct  account. 

339^-  la  the  subsequent  papers  delivered  in  there  are  the  accounts  for 
the  years  from  1832  to  1S42  inclusive  ; will  you  explain  whether  in  any  of 
those  years  there  are  any  charges  differing  from  those  which  you  have  now 
stated  and  explained  in  184<3  ? — None  at  all ; I wish  the  Committee  to  under- 
stand that  our  time  in  travelling  and  going  to  these  different  establishments  to 
examine  the  works  is  also  included  in  the  commission. 

3197-  It  does  not  appear  by  this  form  of  account  that  a report  is  made  of  your 
time  in  the  commission? — Yes,  the  time  which  I have  referred  to  as  visiting 

works 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


SELECT  COMMITTEE  ON  LIGHTHOUSES. 


203 


•works  which  are  done  by  contract,  and  for  which  we  are  paid  commission,  does 
not  appear  in  that  paper  at  all ; the  time  which  appears  and  is  charged  in 
this  paper  is  the  time  only  I have  already  referred  to,  which  is  previous  to  the 
contract  being  entered  into,  or  for  general  surveys  and  reports,  all  our  time 
afterwards  is  what  is  included  in  the  commission  and  our  clerks’  time  also. 

3198.  Mr.  Grogan.]  That  is,  you  charge  for  your  time  ill  the  preliminary 
arrangement,  but  not  when  the  work  is  in  execution  ? — No. 

3199.  Chairman.]'  In  each  year  there  is  opposite  each  lighthouse  the  amount 
expended  for  your  time  ; are  we  to  understand,  that  for  each  separate  visit  to 
the  lighthouse  you  deliver  in  a separate  bill,  which  forms  the  amount  in  this 
column? — Yes,  that  is  so. 

3200.  In  making  disbursements  for  the  corporation,  are  you  in  advance  of 
money  for  them  ? — I think  we  are  almost  always  in  advance  to  them. 

3201.  Are  your  accounts  settled  annually? — Yes,  they  are. 

3202.  During  the  period  which  you  are  in  advance,  are  you  allowed  any 
interest?— No;  I do  not  apprehend  the  corporation  would  object  to  allow  us 
interest,  but  we  have  never  charged  it. 

3203.  Do  you  in  this  commission  include  the  ordinary  profits  arising  from 
the  charge  upon  the  works  of  the  artisans,  and  people  employed,  or  do  you 
make  any  other  profit  upon  the  charge  for  superintendence  and  clerks  of  the 
works  ?— In  reply  to  that  question,  I beg  to  say  we  never  charge  any  such  thing, 
directly  or  indirectly,  upon  the  sums  we  actually  pay. 

3204.  Then  the  commission  of  five  per  cent,  covers  every  charge  you  make 
for  superintendence  and  workmen,  and  others  engaged  in  the  work?— Yes,  and 
our  own  clerks  in  the  office ; and,  as  the  Committee  must  know,  from  the  nature 
of  the  work,  ours  is  a very  expensive  department;  we  have  gentlemen  in  our 
office  to  whom  we  pay  very  large  salaries. 

3205.  Connected  with  the  preparing  of  drawings,  and  so  on? Yes;  and  I 

have  just  discovered  what  I did  not  know  before,  that  when  we  send  these 
gentlemen  into  the  country,  we  only  charge  a guinea  a day  for  their  time 
which  is  less  than  we  pay. 

3206.  The  note  appended  by  the  secretary  gives  a correct  explanation  of  the 

expenditure  111  the  columns  above?— Yes,  it  does.  “ Note—  Mr.  Walker’s 

emoluments  are  comprised  in  the  two  columns  headed  ‘Time  and  Commission 
and  a portion  of  the  accounts  in  that  headed  “ Surveys,  Plans,  &c. all  the 
other  charges  are  in  repayment  of  monies  actually  disbursed.  The  amounts 
under  the  head  of  “Labour  and  Materials,”  are  payments  made  in  full  by  Mr. 
Walker  in  discharge  of  bills  incurred  in  executing  works  not  performed  by 
contract ; the  principal  of  these  being  the  lighthouse  establishment  at  the 

bishops,  the  “ Standing  Beacons  in  the  Bristol  Channel,”  and  on  the 
..  7oI{  and  “ Bundleston  Rocks also  the  “ Mapliu”  and  “ Point  of  Avr  f Pill 
light)  houses.”  J K 


3207.  Are  you  employed  by  any  other  public  Boards  in  London? — Yes  lam 

3208.  In  what  way  are  you  paid  by  those  public  Boards?— Very  much ’in  tin 
way  m which  I am  paid  by  the  Trinity  House.  I think  I may  say  I am  occa 
-sionally  employed  by  every  Government  Board,  the  Ordnance  excepted. 

3209  And  are  your  charges  made  to  the  Trinity  House  in  the  same  way  the’ 
are  made  to  others  ? — I cannot  say  that  exactly  ; I have  been  employed  for  j 
very  long  period  by  the  Trinity  blouse,  and  have  never  made  any  advance  01 
my  charges.  They  may,  therefore,  be  lower  than  I charge  generally;  certain!' 


32JO.  Having  been  so  long  employed  by  the  Trinity  House,  your  charges  an 
lower.''  Yes  ; in  fact  the  respectability  of  the  employment  is  of  more  conse 
quence  to  me  than  the  pounds,  shillings,  and  pence;  it  might  not  be  well  fo 
me’  alter  so  long  a period  of  service,  to  add  to  my  rate  of  charge. 

-32,1.1;  Have  you  any  other  explanation  to  give  in  reference  to  the  year  1842 

which  there  is  a very  large  sum  charged  for  commission;  1,153  l ?• No 

omy  that  there  must  therefore  have  been  23,000  /.  of  contract  work  don< 
ounng  that  year. 


do  no,t  recollect  what  works  were  then  doner— All  the  works  ar 
per-centage  first  co  umn’  and  tlie  amount  of  the  work  in  the  column  giving  til 


vnn2I3'i  The;'e  IS  another  account  prepared  for  the  Ballast  department  ■ 
o am  “e  natUre  of  the  work  done  ,here  ■ — I think  the  principal  tli 
■ c C 2 , 
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was  the  superintendence  aud  repair  of  the  ballast  engines,  the  steam  d redein 
engines,  and  examining  the  bills  for  work  done  and  repairs,  and  on  wmeli 
from  the  particular  circumstances  of  the  case,  we  charge  only  per  cent.  ’ 

3214.  In  1842  the  charge  for  commission  appears  to  be  247/.;  on  what 
account  was  that  large  expenditure  ? — I think  a new  floating  vessel  with 
machinery  and  steam-engines.  I was  about  to  say,  with  reference  to  my  own 
time,  that  my  time  is  charged  here  at  a certain  sum  per  day,  but  the  whole 
number  of  days  during  the  year  will  be  found,  considering  the  extent  of  the 
works  of  the  corporation,  very  small ; it  arises  from  this,  that  if  there  be  a 
reference  to  me  upon  any  particular  work,  and  I do  not  give  my  own  time  at 
once,  or  Mr.  Burges  does  not  give  his  time,  we  send  a person  to  whom  we 
perhaps,  pay  10  s.  Gd.  or  15  s.  a day,  if  we  think  he  is  competent,  and  we 
charge  exactly  what  we  pay  him.  I may  be  considered  an  expensive  engineer 
but  perhaps  the  works  of  the  corporation  of  the  Trinity  House  are  those°which 
require  as  much  professional  knowledge  as  any  others,  and  we  do  not  devote 
more  of  our  time  to  them  than  they  appear  to  us  to  require. 

3215.  Is  any  other  engineer  employed  by  the  Trinity  House  but  yourself?— 
No,  T think  not. 

3216.  Then  are  we  to  understand  that  although  all  the  surveys  are  done  under 
your  direction,  yet  many  of  them  are  done  by  assistants,  by  which  the  Trinity 
House  is  not  put  to  the  expense  they  would  be  if  your  own  time  was  devoted  to 
it? — Exactly  so,  and  more  by  the  Brethren  themselves. 

3217.  Does  anything  else  occur  to  you  connected  with  these  accounts?— I 
am  not  aware  of  anything. 


Mr.  Robert  Marshall , called  in  ; and  Examined. 

3218.  WHAT  situation  do  you  hold? — I am  manager  to  the  Dundee,  Perth, 
and  London  Shipping  Company. 

3219.  Have  you  submitted  any  petition  to  The  House  respecting  the  light  dues? 
— We  have. 

3220.  What  have  you  to  state  respecting  them  ? — We  consider  the  charges 
for  lights  much  too  high,  especially  on  our  steamers ; the  proportion  which  the 
charges  bear  to  the  freight  is  very  great ; the  per-centage  charge  for  lights 
upon  the  profits  of  the  company,  as  well  as  upon  the  gross  revenue  of  the 
company,  is  very  great. 

r-i  3221.  Do  not  sailing  vessels  and  steam  vessels  pay  the  same  dues  per  ton? — 
They  do. 

3222.  Do  steamers  pay  on  the  gross  size  of  the  vessels,  or  is  any  portion 
taken  off  or  allowed  for  machinery  ? — All  the  space  occupied  by  the  machinery 
is  taken  off. 

3223.  Mr.  Grogan.']  You  only  pay  upon  the  capacity  ? — Yes,  which  includes 
the  cabins. 

3224.  Mr.  Duncan .]  Your  company  carry  on  the  shipping  trade  at  various 
ports ; will  you  state  what  ports  you  trade  with  ? — We  trade  with  London, 
Leith,  Glasgow,  and  Perth. 

3225.  How  many  vessels  have  you  employed  in  these  trades? — We  have  in 
the  London  trade  three  steamers  and  four  sailing  vessels  ; in  the  Glasgow  trade 
seven  sailing  vessels ; in  the  Leith  trade  four  sailing  vessels,  and  the  Glasgow 
vessels  go  through  the  Forth  and  Clyde  Canal. 

3226.  Of  what  burthen  are  your  steamers  ? — There  are  two  of  them  of  382 
tons. 

3227.  Is  that  the  gross  tonnage? — No,  the  registered  tonnage;  the  gross 
tonnage  of  two  of  them  is  638  and  the  other  686. 

3228.  What  is  the  registered  tonnage? — Two  of  382  and  one  of  405. 

3229.  What  is  the  tonnage  of  your  sailing  vessels  in  the  London  trade?— 
The  average  tonnage  of  the  four  is *180  tons. 

ri,  323°-  What  is  the  average  of  the  vessels  employed  in  the  Glasgow  trader— 
1 hey  vary  from  64  to  76  tons  ; the  average  is  74. 

3231.  Can  you  state  the  amount  of  the  gross  freights  of  your  vessels  which 
pay  the  light  dues  ? — Exclusive  of  the  Perth  traders,  which  do  not  pay  light 
dues,  the  gross  freight  is  50,000  l.  upon  the  vessels  which  pay  light  dues. 

3232.  Can  you  state  the  amount  of  the  gross  freight  of  your  steamers  and 

sailing 
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sailing  vessels  in  the  London  trade,  the  Glasgow  trade,  and  the  Leith  trade, 
separately  ? — Yes. 

3233.  Will  you  state,  first,  the  gross  freight  earned  by  your  steamers  in  the 
London  trade  ? — The  gross  freight  of  our  steamers  for  a whole  year,  ending 
1844,  was  29,086  L 

3234.  Sir  G.  Cleric.']  Including  passage  money  ? — Passage  money  and 
freight  of  goods. 

3235.  Now  state  the  gross  amount  of  the  freight  earned  by  your  four  sailing 
vessels? — The  gross  amount  of  freight  by  the  four  sailing  vessels,  say  10,000  1. 

3236.  What  was  the  gross  amount  of  freight  earned  in  the  Glasgow  trade  ? 
— In  the  Glasgow  trade  the  freight  has  amounted  to  about  6,000  in  the 
Leith  to  4,500  /. 

3237.  What  amount  of  light  dues  did  you  pay  last  year,  both  in  the  London 
and  Glasgow  trade,  on  all  those  vessels? — The  total  amount  paid  last  year  by 
all  our  vessels  which  pay  light  dues  amounted  to  2,056 1.  16 s.  3d. 

3238.  Can  you  state  the  proportion  of  light  dues  paid  in  your  London 
trade  by  steam  vessels  alone  ? — The  gross  amount  paid  by  steamers  for  light 
dues  in  the  same  period  was  1,754 1.  5 s.  Ill  d. 

3239.  What  was  the  amount  of  light  dues  on  the  four  sailing  vessels  in  the 
same  trade  during  the  same  period  ? — It  amounted  to  314/.  16  s.  8 d. 

3240.  And  in  the  Glasgow  trade? — In  the  Glasgow  trade  it  was  221 1. 125.  1 d., 
in  the  Leith  trade  165/.  19  5.  6d. ; together  they  amounted  to  387  /•  11  s.  7 h d. 

3241.  These  three  sums  together  make  2,056  /.  14  5.  2 dA — Yes. 

3242.  Can  you  state  to  the  Committee  what  per-centage  that  bears  upon 
each  of  the  three  branches  named  ? — Upon  the  first  branch,  the  steamers,  the 
per-centage  is  4TT5ths  on  the  gross  trade,  as  near  as  may  be  ; upon  the  sailing 
vessels  in  the  London  trade  a little  less,  S^th  on  the  gross  trade,  on  the 
Glasgow  trade  2^ths. 

3243.  Of  course  the  same  upon  the  Leith  trade  ? — Yes  ; I took  them  toge- 
ther, Glasgow  and  Leith  are  2T\ths. 

3244.  Will  you  state  to  the  Committee  what  per-centage  the  2,056/.  145.2c?. 
bears  to  the  net  produce  of  your  trade? — Taking  the  last  year,  when  we  did 
not  realize  quite  so  much  as  in  former  years,  the  per-centage  was  very  great ; 
it  amounted  to  6S^ths  on  the  net  profits  of  the  Company. 

3245.  Was  that  the  year  ending  1844? — Yes. 

3246.  Can  you  state  what  it  was  in  the  preceding  year  ? — I cannot. 

3247.  The  per-centage  was  less  in  the  previous  year? — Yes,  because  the 
profits  were  greater. 

3248.  Mr.  Duncan.]  You  have  had  opposition  in  the  Dundee  trade  lately ; 
have  you  not  been  obliged  to  lower  the  freights  considerably? — At  times ; 
from  time  to  time  we  have  lowered  them  very  much. 

3249.  And  you  now  find  the  burthen  of  the  light  dues  to  be  a great  deal 
heavier  than  when  your  profits  were  larger? — Yes  ; of  course  we  find  them  so 
when  our  profits  are  decreasing. 

3250.  Have  you  any  complaint  to  make  of  the  inefficiency  of  the  lights  in 
Scotland,  or  those  under  the  charge  of  the  Trinity  House  ? — I am  not  aware 
there  is  any  complaint ; our  masters  have  never  made  any  complaint  to  me,  or 
have  I heard  of  any;  so  far  as  I am  aware  they  ai’e  very  efficient. 

3251.  Have  you  any  objections  to  state  to  the  Committee  as  to  the  charges 
for  lights  ? — I understand  the  sum  levied  for  lights  amounts  to  a much  greater 
sum  than  is  necessaiy  for  keeping  up  the  lights,  and  that  the  surplus  is  applied 
for  charitable  purposes ; now  we  object  to  pay  towards  more  than  is  required 
to  keep  up  the  lights. 

3252.  Chairman.]  Are  you  aware  that  in  Scotland,  under  the  Northern 
Light  Commissioners,  there  is  no  money  applied  to  charitable  purposes  ? — I am 
aware  of  that. 

3253-  You  allude,  then,  to  London? — Yes  ; to  the  Trinity  House. 

3254.  Neither  to  Scotland  nor  Ireland? — No- 

3 255-  Mr.  Duncan.]  You  have  no  objection  to  pay  a fair  price  for  the  lights, 
hut  you  object  to  pay  a sum  to  be  applied  to  other  purposes  except  the  keep- 
ing up  the  lights  ? — Quite  so. 

3256.  Although  you  know  the  surplus  is  given  in  charity,  yet  you  object  to  it 
even  being  disposed  of  in  that  way  ? — Yes ; we  object  to  it  because  we  provide 

°-36.  c c 3 for 
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for  our  own  servants  when  they  get  worn  out  in  our  service  ; we  pension  th 
off.  It  is  not  a compulsory  thing  on  the  company,  but  it  is  always  done  6111 

3257.  The  company  have  been  in  the  habit  of  doing  so  ? — Yes. 

3258.  Do  you  mean  the  seamen? — Yes  ; the  seamen  who  are  worn 

the  service  of  the  company  are  provided  for.  uc  111 

3259.  Mr.  Mitcalfe .]  How  long  has  the  company  been  in  operation  Aun  , 

4-0  years.  ' noou'> 

3260.  How  many  pensioners  have  you  ? — I think  eight  at  present. 

3261.  Can  you  state  what  you  allow  them  ?— We  allow  the  captains  and 

masters  of  sailing  vessels  1 1.  a week  ; the  masters  of  steamers  areal  lowed 
higher  rate,  but  we  happen  to  have  none  at  present ; we  have  two  masters  i 
sailing  vessels  who  are,  at  present,  allowed  1 /.  a week.  0t 

32t)2.  Sir  G.  Clerk.]  Do  you  also  pension  the  ordinary  seamen  ?— We  hiw 
pensioned  seamen  who  have  been  worn  out  in  the  company’s  employ. 

32C3.  Mr.  Duncan .]  If  they  have  been  a continuous  time  in  your  emnW 
you  have  thought  them  deserving  P — Yes.  <n(l 

3264.  You  do  not  pension  any  one  who  has  not  been  a long  period  in  vonr 

service,  and  whom  you  think  deserving  it  ?— That  is  so.  ; 

3265.  Mr.  Grogan.]  Do  you  pension  the  widows  and  orphans  of  those  em- 
ployed by  you  ? — We  have  not  done  so. 


Kobert  Marshall,”  drawn  by 


3266.  Chairman.']  Was  this  petition,  signed 
you  ? — Yes. 

3267.  V ou  state  in  that  petition,  that  the  light  dues  are  a great  barrier  to  the 
extension  of  a most  useful  branch  of  our  naval  and  commercial  enterprise  that 
is,  steam  navigation;  will  you  explain  in  what  way  ?— They  are  a barrier  in  this 
vyay  ; if  we  send  a vessel  twice  a week  instead  of  once  a week,  we  pay  for  the 
lights  on  each  voyage ; we  would  send  them  more  frequently  if  it  were  not  for 
tiie  heavy  burthens  upon  the  voyage. 

3268.  You  mean  to  say,  that  instead  of  dispatching  your  vessels  at  fixed 
periods,  sometimes  without  a cargo,  you  detain  them  to  get  cargoes  to  enable 
them  to  bear  the  expense  of  the  lights? — Just  so. 

3269*  Is  the  inconvenience  of  that  considerable  ?— At  times  it  is  : at  present 
,L  may  state  that  we  should  send  two  vessels  a week  from  Dundee  with  cattle 
alone  to  London  were  it  not  for  the  high  charges  upon  the  steamers.  We 
know  we  should  have  no  freight  back,  but  must  come  back  in  ballast.  We 
could  send  them  easily  from  Dundee,  but  the  expense  would  be  more  than  the 
freight  would  pay. 

— nJ°'  W''  G™Jlm u»y°“  pay  the  light  dues  upon  the  steamers  in  ballast? 


32-1.  As  you  pay  nothing  in  ballast,  your  instance  does  not  apply?— They 
pay  upon  the  freight  up.  I'i  J ! 

What  freight  can  you  make  up  with  cattle  r— For  cattle  alone  we 
should  nave  a freight  of  i So  h 

Wlmt  is  the  average  expense  of  a voyage  from  Dundee  to  London  and 
S3  you  co“.e  b“k  '?  ballast?.- The  expense  of  a voyage  under  ordinary 
circumstances,  pay, ng  the  dues  up  and  down,  amounts  to  37 S i 

M r,  Ucrl!:)  Ihc  light  dues  to  how  much  of  that  ?— £.SS.  9s.  9 id. 
..J.r  Is  that  upon  the  voyage  up  '/—The  double  voyage. 

i~'6'  fv  \f  g°  back  in  ballast,  you  do  not  pay  the  light  dues  ?— No. 
32/7-  What  difference  does  that  make?— One  half. 

?■  7°“  stati'"  y°,ur  Petition  that  tile  coast  lights  of  the  United  Kingdom 
nut° of  th  °i’r  e®cie"tty  ani1  economically  managed  if  they  were  maintained 

We  shouldPth  nk  If5”7 ; I1."  ,W'lat  "’,ay  wouId  .y0L1  Propose  that  to  be  done  ?- 
bp  kppn  i ^ ey  would  be  much  better  looked  after,  and  that  they  could 
be  keep  up  by  servants  at  a lower  salary. 

R°ru  tbh,k  .‘hat  the  salaries  paid  by  the  Government  generally  are 
o Jnlion  thm ^“ppropnated  than  those  of  the  Trinity  House  ? — It  is  a current 
°P™°"  ,h«the  Partles  '“Charge  of  the  lights  are  two  highly  paid. 

vi?  }?U/-Vai’ie-°f  t lC  exact  salaries  Paid  to  each  ? — I am  not. 
mbrhf  h*p  t]!!s  i)etltion  that  the  coast  lights  of  the  United  Kingdom 

treasury  -mrt  efficiently  managed  if  they  were  maintained  out  of  the  public 
comnlJL’itt f t0nnage  dur/levied  on  shipping,  whereby  the  multitude  and 
vessel  uassps  ?nder  fije  Present  system  upon  every  voyage  the 

vessel  passes  the  lights,  would  be  avoided  and  a great  saving  in  the  collection  (a 

• system 
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system  attended  with  trouble  and  expense  to  shipowners)  be  effected  ; do  you  Mr.  R.  Marshall. 

believe  that  would  be  the  result  of  the  lights  being  placed  under  a Government 

Board  r — I do.  5 Jline 

3282.  That  instead  of  light  dues,  there  should  be  a rate  per  tonnage  on  all 
the  shipping  of  the  country,  levied  once  a year? — Precisely. 

3283.  Has  that  been  considered  by  your  company,  as  to  how  much  per  ton 
it  would  cost  ? — I rather  think  it  has  not. 

3254.  You  allude  here  to  the  frequency  of  the  payments  ; have  you  any 
trouble  in  paying  your  light  dues  ? — We  have  to  pay  them  every  voyage,  both 
at  London  and  Dundee. 

3255.  But  you  know  by  the  tables  the  exact  amount  you  have  to  pay  ? — 

It  is  not  very  clearly  understood ; I have  had  tables  transmitted  to  me,  and 
I did  not  understand  them. 

3286.  The  vessel  makes  the  same  payment  every  voyage  ? — Yes. 

3287.  You  would  rather  pay  an  annual  sum? — Yes. 

3288.  Mr.  Grogan.']  Has  it  ever  occurred  to  you  for  how  much  per  ton  the 
owners  of  vessels  would  be  willing  to  compound  ? — We  should  be  glad  to  com- 
pound for  a lower  sum  than  we  pay  at  present. 

3289.  Chairman.]  You  also  state  that  the  above  opinion  is  confirmed  by  the 
report  already  referred  to,  in  which  it  is  stated  that  the  “ difference  of  the 
expense  of  maintenance  of  the  French  and  British  lights  is  so  great,  that  an 
inquiry  ought  to  be  instituted,  to  ascertain  whether  any,  and  what  reduction  of 
expense  can  be  effected  in  our  lights ; ” are  you  aware  what  that  difference  is  ? 

— I am  not. 

3290.  You  presume  that  the  expense  of  the  maintenance  of  the  French 
lights  is  much  less  ? — Yes. 

3291.  Have  you  any  information  as  to  the  expense  of  lighthouses  ; can  you 
state  whether  they  can  be  maintained  at  a less  expense  than  they  now'  are  ? — 

I have  no  detailed  statement. 

3292.  Sir  G.  Clerk.]  You  consider  that  the  charge  for  the  light  is  an  impe- 
diment to  the  extension  of  steam  navigation  ? — I think  it  is. 

3293.  And  if  you  had  not  to  pay  the  light  dues,  you  would  send  two 
steamers  a week  from  Dundee  to  London  instead  of  one  ? — Occasionally  we 
might:  it  might  be  an  inducement,  as  I consider  at  present,  to  send  two  vessels 
instead  of  one,  if  it  were  not  for  the  high  charges  to  which  they  are  subject, 
of  which  the  light  dues  form  an  item. 

3294.  Suppose  you  were  relieved  from  the  light  dues  altogether,  would  it 
answer  your  purpose  to  send  a vessel  from  Dundee  with  a full  freight,  if  your 
steamers  were  to  return  in  ballast  without  passengers? — The  light  dues"  are 
not  of  such  magnitude,  certainly,  as  to  warrant  our  doing  so  if  they  were  taken 
off  altogether. 

3295-  The  expense  of  navigating  one  of  your  large  steamers  to  London  and 
back,  you  state  at  upwards  of  300/.  ? — Yes. 

3296.  Of  which  the  light  dues  amounted  to  22/.  ? — Yes. 

3297.  Then  it  never  could  pay  to  navigate  one  of  these  vessels  if  she  did  not 
carry  passengers  or  freight  ? — No. 

3298.  How  would  the  removal  of  the  light  dues  give  an  encouragement 
to  send  your  vessels  with  cattle  from  Dundee  to  London,  if,  as  you  anticipate, 
they  would  go  back  empty  ?— There  would  be  one  item  of  the  expense  removed! 

•3299.  That  bears  a very  small  proportion  to  the  whole  expense  of  navigating 
the  steamer? — It  is  a small  proportion. 

33&0-  What  number  of  hours  are  occupied  in  a voyage  from  Dundee  to 
London  ? — The  average  voyage  up  is  4S  hours  ; down  it  is  4*3. 

33° !•  About  4>5  on  the  average? — Yes. 

33°2-  Is  it  of  great  importance  that  your  vessels  should  perform  their 
voyages  in  as  short  a time  as  possible,  in  order  to  save  the  expense  of  coal  and 
the  other  expenses  of  delay  ? — It  is  of  great  importance. 

33 03.  At  what  time  do  your  vessels'generally  pass  up  and  down  the  Swin? 

I cannot  state.  I have  never  gone  with  a vessel  myself  except  on  one 
occasion. 

3304-  Are  you  aware  whether  they  have  performed  their  voyages  for  the  last 
nve  or  six  years  in  as  short  a time  as  previously  ? — No,  they  take  a little  longer 
now  > the  vessels  are  getting  older  and  do  not  sail  quite  so  fast. 

33°5-  Have  you  ever  heard  from  the  masters  of  your  steamers  that  they  have 
°-3b.  c c 4 been 
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been  obliged  to  anchor  at  the  Swill  during  the  night  ? — I have  never  kno 
since  I have  had  the  management  of  a steamer  anchoring  in  the  Swin.  WI* 

3306.  Going  up  or  down  ? — No. 

3307.  What  time  do  your  vessels  generally  leave  London  ? — In  the  forenoon 

3308.  What  time  do  they  leave  Dundee  ? — In  the  afternoon. 

3309.  What  time  do  they  generally  arrive  in  London  ?— They  generallv 
arrive  in  London  in  the  afternoon ; they  always  arrive  during  the  day  under 
favourable  circumstances;  in  stormy  weather  they  arc  detained°sometimes. 

3310.  Chairman.']  Have  you  any  further  observations  to  make  on  the  petition 

sent  in  by  you  ? — No.  r 

3311.  Sir  G.  Clerk.]  Your  vessels  are  not  in  the  habit  of  passing  up  and 
down  the  Swin  during  the  night?— No  ; they  generally  arrive  in  London  between 
three  in  the  afternoon  and  ten  in  the  evening. 

3312.  Have  you  ever  heard  the  masters  state  whether  they  derived  anv 
advantage  or  not  from  the  additional  lights  placed  in  the  Swin  during  the  las 
seven  or  eight  years  ? — I have  never  heard  them  mention  anything  about  it. 

3313.  Mr.  Grogan.]  You  stated  the  gross  charge  for  light  dues  on  the 
freight  earned  by  the  steamers  was  4TTffths,  and  sailing  vessels  3xl_th;  what 
is  the  cause  of  that  difference? — The  steamers  perform  more  voyages  than  the 
sailing  vessels,  and  of  course  they  pay  more  light  dues. 

3314.  They  earn  more  freight  ?— The  steam  vessels  do  not  always  earn  a 
freight. 

3315.  Mr.  Mitcalfe.]  Do  you  ever  send  steam  vessels  away  only  half  or  partly 

full  ? — We  do.  1 3 

3316.  Do  you  ever  send  sailing  vessels  away  partly  loaded  ?— Seldom ; we 
have  a rule  that  all  goods  sent  to  the  sailing  vessels  are  taken  by  the  steamers 
at  the  same  rate. 

331  /•  A oli  send  the  steamers  at  fixed  periods? — Yes,  and  the  sailing  vessels 
also.  0 

3318.  Whether  full  or  not  full? — Yes;  generally  full. 

3319.  You  always  have  enough  to  loud  the  sailing  vessels,  and  some  left  for 

the  steamers? — Yes.  Generally  the  trade  prefer  sending  by  the  steamers. 

When  they  know  the  sailing  vessel  is  about  to  get  full,  they  send  their  goods, 
knowing  they  will  go  by  the  steamer  at  the  same  rate,  and  generally  they  are 
in  London  first. 

3320.  Do  vessels  ever  return  in  ballast? — Occasionally. 

3321.  What  time  of  the  year  are  they  principally  in  ballast? — The  winter- 
season  ; from  October  to  February. 

3322.  On  those  occasions,  if  yon  could  obtain  from  15  to  20  or  30  tons  of 
goods  would  you  take  them?— If,  instead  of  going  down  in  ballast,  we  found 
that  the  freight  we  got  for  that  small  quantity  of  goods  would  pay  the  expenses, 
we  should  take  the  goods.  If  not,  the  vessel  would  go  down  in  ballast,  and 
avoid  the  dues. 

33-3-  -Are  you  prevented  from  taking  small  quantities,  because  you  are 
charged  with  the  full  light  dries  ?— Precisely. 

3324.  Mr.  Grogan.]  But  the  light  dues  are  only  11 1.  on  the  voyage.  It 
must  be  a very  small  parcel  of  goods  which  you  would  refuse  on  that  calcula- 
tion ?—  Yes.  J 

33 25-  Mr.  Duncan.]  How  many  tons  of  jute  hemp  would  you  require  to  take 
down  by  one  of  your  steamers  to  make  up  for  the  expenses  of  lights  on  the 
voyage  downwards  ?—  Eighty-eight. 

332^.  Sir  G.  Clerk.]  Is  that  the  proportion  of  that  article  which  you  gene- 
rally carry  on  board  the  steamers? — Yes ; it  forms  two-thirds  of  the  whole  cargo 
generally. 

3327-  Mr.  Duncan.]  Is  it  not  one  of  the  principal  imports  at  this  moment  by 
a your  vessels,  both  steamers  and  sailing  vessels,  from  London  ? — Yes  ; it  forms 
two-thirds  of  the  cargo. 

3328.  Chairman^]  Then  if  50  tons  of  jute  hemp  were  offered  you  for  a cargo, 
you  must  decline  taking  them,  on  account  of  the  heavy  charge  for  light  dues?- 

Yes ; and  the  other  expenses  of  the  vessel  as  well. 

3329*  Wliat  other  expenses  are  there  ? — There  are  what  are  called  port  dues 
and  shore  dues  both  in  London  and  at  Dundee. 

3330.  What  would  be  the  amount  of  the  port  dues  and  the  other  charges  in 

London  ? — 
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London  ? — I am  not  aware  that  there  is  any  other  charge  in  London  but  the  jvjr.  ji,  Marshall. 
port  dues.  In  Dundee  we  have  shore  dues.  » 

3331.  Mr.  Mitcalfe .]  Are  you  speaking  of  the  shore  dues  on  ballast? — No;  5 June  1845. 

1 find  that  there  is  13 s.  3d.  stated  as  the  charge  for  shore  dues  at  Dundee. 

3332.  Have  you  any  further  observations  to  make  in  reference  to  the  light 
dues  ? — Nothing  else  occurs  to  me  at  present. 


Mr.  William  Phillipps , called  in  ; and  Examined. 

3333.  Chairman .]  WHAT  is  your  employment,  and  where  do  you  carry  it  Mr.  W.  Phillipps, 

on? — I am  a Shipowner  and  Shipbroker  in  London.  

3334.  How  long  have  you  been  in  that  business  ? — About  12  years. 

3335.  Have  you  the  management  or  agency  of  many  ships? — A very  great 
many. 

3336.  In  what  particular  trades  ? — Chiefly  in  the  American  and  the  Indian 
and  China  trades. 

3337.  Are  you  acquainted  with  the  charges  upon  our  lighthouses,  and  can 
you  state  the  effect  of  them  upon  shipping  in  the  particular  trades  in  which  you 
are  engaged? — I have  prepared  a statement  of  the  light  dues  and  pilotage  paid 
by  my  firm  for  the  last  three  years,  with  the  amount  of  tonnage  upon  which 
it  was  paid,  and  also  the  dock  dues  paid. 

3338.  That  is  to  say,  all  charges  paid  upon  the  shipping  under  your  charge 
during  those  years  ? — Not  all  the  charges  ; there  are  other  little  incidental  ex- 
penses ; for  instance,  port  dues  to  the  Crown  of  % d.  a ton,  which  I have  not 
here. 

3339.  Is  not  that  a corporate  due? — It  was  a corporate  due  formerly ; but 
I believe  it  was  purchased  of  the  corporation  by  the  Crown  about  30  years 
since. 

3340.  What  is  the  nature  of  the  statement  you  have? — In  1842  we  had 
54,723  tons  of  shipping,  upon  which  we  paid  2,6 551.  14s.  2 d.  for  light  dues, 

3,021 1.  9s.  11  d.  for  pilotage,  and  1,818 1.  11s.  for  dock  dues.  In  the  year  1843 
we  had  55, S73  tons  of  shipping,  upon  which  we  paid  2,607/.  18s.  3d.  for  light 
dues,  3,240/.  18s.  ^d.  for  pilotage,  and  1,907/.  13s.  for  dock  dues.  In  1844 
we  had  57,029  tons  of  shipping,  upon  which  we  paid  2,701/.  4<s.  9 d.  for  light 
dues,  2,988/.  17$.  2 d.  for  pilotage,  and  1,830/.  9s.  3d.  for  dock  dues.  The 
total  of  those  three  amounts  for  the  three  years  is  22,772/.  16s.  4 d. 

3341.  Mr.  Grogan.]  Were  those  vessels  principally  engaged  in  the  foreign 
trade? — Yes. 

3342.  How  many  voyages  upon  the  average  do  they  make  ? — Our  American 
vessels  go  three  times  a year,  and  make  six  voyages. 

3343*  Sir  G.  Clerkf]  How  much  is  the  sum  you  mentioned  per  ton  for  the 
lights  ? — About  2s.  per  ton. 

3344.  Chairman.]  What  class  of  vessels  generally  are  comprised  in  that 
statement  ? — From  300  to  1,000  tons  register. 

3345-  What  is  the  complaint  you  make  against  the  light  dues  ? — Their  exor- 
bitancy ; the  immense  tax  levied  upon  our  shipping,  which,  in  my  opinion, 
might  be  avoided. 

3346.  Mr.  Grogan.]  Is  your  understanding  of  the  word  exorbitant,  that 
more  money  is  levied  than  is  necessary  for  the  support  of  the  lights? — Yes, 
more  than  is  necessary  for  the  service  performed. 

3347*  Chairman .]  Are  you  able  to  state  in  what  way  a reduction  might  be 
effected? — Particularly  with  reference  to  the  enormous  sums  paid  for  the  col- 
lection of  the  dues.  I am  informed  that  the  collector  at  the  port  of  Liverpool 
receives  about  2,700/.  for  collecting  the  dues,  which  is  the  simplest  thing  ima- 
ginable ; any  one  of  my  clerks,  to  whom  I pay  no  more  than  200/.  a year,  could 
do  it  very  well ; but  I should  say  you  could  get  a responsible  person  who  could 
give  security  to  perform  the  duty  for  500/.  a year. 

3348.  Is  there  any  other  port  at  which  the  same  thing  occurs  ? — I think  the 
port  of  London. 

3349-  What,  to  your  knowledge,  is  the  amount  paid  for  the  collection  in  the 
0-36-  D d port 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


2io  MINUTES  OF  EVIDENCE  TAKEN  BEFORE  THE 
Mr.  w.  Phillip?!,  port  of  London  ? — I have  no  personal  knowledge ; we  must  cm  u„  . 

— — it  is  impossible  to  get  positive  knowledge.  “ J “earsay; 

a June  184.,.  335 o . Sir  G.  Clerk. ] Do  you  know  the  expense  of  management  in  n.  . 

department  in  the  port  of  London  ? — No,  I do  not.  8 n “at 

3351.  Besides  the  expense  of  collection,  is  there  any  other  savino-  vn 
suggest? — I am  not  aware  of  any  I can  suggest.  b ^ou  can 

33.52-  How  do  the  lights,  as  you  have  stated,  bear  heavier  upon  our  trad, 
than  upon  other  trades  ?— I do  not  think  they  do ; we  are  ail  unon  a 
espect  to  the  levy  of  the  dues.  P P"  Wltl> 

3353-  All  British  ships  are  upon  a par  ?-Yes,  and  all  foreign  shins 
to  this  country.  0 1 turning 

3354.  But  you  are  aware  that  ships  sailing  from  London  to  South  America 

“yf0rag°P0It’  a,'e0bIiged  t0  P^aU  the  ‘ight  duea 

3355-  But  a vessel  from  Rotterdam  or  Sweden  may  go  to  the  same  places 

wlmio  6 16  ‘Sh  “ th°  Way’  a"d  pay  not,linS  ?~Yes’  unIess  ‘bey  touch  any. 

3356.  Even  if  they  put  in  in  distress,  they  do  not  pay  ?— No ; but  if  the. 
come  in  for  any  purpose  of  business,  they  do.  ^ 

3357-  Not  unless  they  break  bulk  ?— Yes.  Many  of  our  American  shin, 
can  at  Cowes  for  orders,  and  never  break  bulk,  and  they  every  one  pay  for  the 

3353.  Do  all,  the  vessels  calling  at  Cowes  for  orders  pay  for  the  whole  of  the 
Channel  lights  r — I believe  the  whole  of  them. 

3359;  Mr.  Grogan.]  You  gave  us  the  gross  amount  of  the  charges  for  light 
dues  pilotage,  and  dock  dues  upon  a certain  tonnage ; can  you  state  the  moss 
freight  of  those  vessels  ?—No ; I could  have  prepared  myself  to  answer  that 
question,  but  I had  no  idea  of  its  being  put. 

336°-  Chairman .]  You  cannot  give  the  per-centage  upon  the  gross  freights 
which  these  light  dues  hear  ? — I cannot. 

3361-  Can  you  suggest  any  better  mode  by  which  the  lights  could  be 
managed  or  paid  for  than  they  are  at  present  ?-I  think  an  annual  payment  per 
ton  might  be  made,  with  liberty  to  all  ships  to  use  the  lights  as  often  as  their 
SSeS  re<laire  them-  1 think  that  W01lld  be  “ very  satisfactory 
3362.  All  British  ships  ? — Yes. 

33^3-  Sir  G.  Clerk.]  Without  reference  to  any  particular  trader— Yes. 

'Pi336t  C^irman\ 1 With  reference  to  foreign  vessels,  what  would  you  do!— 
they  should  pay  when  they  came  into  port. 

3365-  An  equal  rate  upon  all  ships  per  ton'! — Yes. 

336(1.  Paid  once  a year  ?— Yes,  that  is  the  case  with  several  dues  at  present; 
once  paid,  it  lasts  through  the  year. 

3367.  In  what  trade  is  that? — The  coasting  trade.  Many  coasting  vessels 
n^.bT  (}ue?  once  » year;  they  get  a ticket,  and  that  clears  them, 
r \ r 1 ^ C ° y°u,tlunk  wou^  equivalent  to  the  cost  of  maintaining 
tne  lights  —Looking  to  the  average  tonnage  of  the  kingdom,  I should  say  a 
very  small  rate  would  be  sufficient ; say  from  2 d.  to  4 d.  per  ton. 

0369.  VVould  that  be  more  satisfactory  to  shipowners  than  the  present 
system  r I think  so,  decidedly.  If  the  lights  were  placed  under  a Govern- 
ment Hoard,  and  every  Government  vessel  were  to  contribute  in  the  same 
i atio  as  the  commercial  shipping  0f  the  country  does,  I am  satisfied  that  even 
small  amount  I have  named,  ridiculously  small  as  it  may  appear,  would 
compensate  for  all  the  lights  upon  our  coasts. 

o37°-  Go  you  consider  that  the  Navy  should  contribute  a fair  share  of  all 
the  expenses  of  the  lights,  using  them  as  our  commercial  ships  do  ? — I think 
so,  decidedly ; they  avail  themselves  of  them  as  much  as  we  do,  and  ought  to 
pay  for  the  assistance  they  receive  from  them  as  much  as  we  ourselves.  In 
America  and  most  foreign  countries  there  are  no  light  dues  whatever  charged 
upon  the  merchant  servmc;  every  vessel  goes  in  and  out  of  their  ports  free, 
Doth  their  own  shipping  and  foreigners. 

3371-  It  that  were  the  case  in  England,  would  it  not  be  of  great  importance 
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to  the  coasting  trade,  by  allowing  every  vessel  to  take  whatever  cargo  or  Mi- 
portion  of  cargo  she  pleased,  in  going  from  place  to  place  ? — Yes,  provided  - 

she  were  not  subject  to  pilotage  either,  it  would  be  ; but  that  is  another  very  5 

heavy  charge,  which  requires  as  much  looking  into  as  the  light  dues. 

3372.  Do  ships  pay  pilotage  whether  they  are  in  ballast  or  not  r— No,  not  in 
the  coasting  trade. 

3373.  They  go  without  paying? — Yes. 

. 3374-  You  consider,  if  a change  were  made  as  to  the  light  dues,  some  altera- 
tions should  also  be  made  as  to  the  pilotage  ? — Yes,  the  pilotage  we  feel  to  be 
more  onerous  than  the  light  dues. 

3375-  What  other  advantages  do  you  consider  the  trade  of  this  country 
would  derive  from  having  a fixed  rate  per  ton  levied  instead  of  the  present 
system  ?■  That  every  owner,  without  reference  to  the  amount  of  freight  mi  oh  t 
direct  Ins  voyage  to  any  part  of  the  world  that  he  pleased,  unfettered  by  the 
takes'  WhlC  1 0t  ierwise  must  accrue  by  the  payment  for  lights  for  every  trip  he 

3376.  Do  you  think,  at  present,  that  many  vessels  are  prevented  takine- 
partial  cargoes  m consequence  of  the  light  dues?— Very  many  are  prevented 
from  doing  it,  but  I think  they  form  a small  proportion  of  the  whole.  In 
many  instances  we  have  to  send  vessels  found  from  London  to  the  Clyde  and 

*1  t0  L.lvei'P°°k  for  *<»>  outward  cargoes,  and  frequently  in  those 
instances  the  vessels  go,  from  preference,  in  ballast.  3 

3377-  Why  from  preference  r— Because  they  cannot  get  sufficient  freight  to 
pay  these  charges.  Many  ships  go  from  here  to  America  in  ballast,  when  thev 
migbt  get  40  f or  50  /.  of  freight,  but  they  would  rather  be  without,  in  order 
to  be  without  the  light  dues  and  pilotage. 

3378.  What  would  be  the  light  dues  upon  one  of  these  liners  to  which  vou 
refer  Upon  the  voyage  of  tile  Victoria  line-of-packet  ship,  of  938  tons  'the 
Uglit  dues  and  pilotage  amount  to  104/.  18  i.  id.  per  voyage.  She  makes 
three  voyages  each  year.  3 S 

„ hi7-9'*  haVf  *,»'  amount  if  they  hav«  no  cargo  ?-They  would  have  to  pay 
. V half  du.es>  but  ‘t is  not  quite  much  as  half.  P " 

3380.  They  would  still  have  some  to  pay? — Yes,  but  it  is  very  trivial  com- 
pared with  the  other  charges.  J 3 al  cora 

3381.  Do  you  consider,  in  the  course  of  the  year,  that,  looking  to  the  eene- 

su!n  ?-I%hLk>  C°UMry’  the  inconve"ie,nce  amounts  t0  a very  considerable 

sum  . 1 mink  it  would  amount  to  a very  large  sum. 

tJ33  2'  y*  t^enJ’  ^ bght  dues  were  diminished,  or  charged  as  a tonnage  duty 
dfnweTt  f a'  f0re‘gI1  trades  "'ould  be  improved  and  benefited  by  being 
ev«  .^ke,™batfver  quantities  of  goods  they  pleased,  and  sailing  at  what- 
evei  times  they  liked  Certainly.  b 

3383.  Are  there  any  other  benefits  or  advantages  which  would  be  derived 
1 °aiC  °r  0ne  cha_rge?-Nothing  more  than  that  the  removal  of  everv 
sinning  placed  upon  trade  invariably  gives  it  a stimulus. 

i rwL4  m,1"6  rate  of  freights  now  compared  with  what  it  was  some  S or 

answer1!,  ag0  r ?he  ProP°rtl0I>  ?-If  1 a”  oUo'vod  to  take  the  last  year  I can 
h as  !akenSpkce.  “ “S  ^ adVa”Ced  th,'S  year-  a decided 

1 Taking  thdastthree  years  ?— Taking  the  three,  1842, 1843,  and  1844 

before  ^ fre,g  lts  5ave  not  been  within  30  per  cent,  of  what  they  were 
3386.  Mr.  Mitcalfe .]  Did  you  consider  freights  during  that  period  remu- 

oatfo!?  la'e  maIV  hmeS  bCen  Sat’Sfied  "ben  a Ship  kas  com®  home  " ith- 

cre3a3sed  tSTT?”'-1  Th®r  w,hiIst  the  freights  and  profits  on  shipping  have  de- 
used,  the  lights  and  pilot  dues  have  remained  the  same? — Precisely. 

whife  vm,  h3qfUently  yfU  c.°“P]ain.  of  ^ heavy  charge  for  these  things, 

merce7  o-oeh,  • n T*  f°relgn  shlPs  at  eveIT  pIace  where  our  com- 

p^Sf.Sees.— Deadedly;  I may  mention,  as  an  instance,  that  I had  an 

booSksSwaf5P500/Ch  T,™1  ‘°  CH”n-;  the  standinS  value  of  that  ship  on  our 
dues  Ik!  !’l00  V abe*ant  t0  Lhiua  and  returned  home  ; after  paying  all  her 
and  tea!-6  ^ 011:7  U dear  in  the  b°°kS’  wlthout  charging  interest  or  wear 
0.36. 

J D D 2 3389-  Then 


IV.  PhiUipps 

June  1845. 
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Mr.  IV.  VhiUipps.  33  89.  Then  what  was  the  loss  upon  the  voyage,  charging  interest  and  depre- 

— ciation  ? — It  would  be  700/.,  or  from  10  to  12  l per  cent. 

5 June  1845.  3390.  Have  you  any  ships  now  in  the  same  situation? — No. 

3391.  Did  she  bring  home  a cargo  ? — Yes  ; she  had  a cargo  out  and  home. 
It  arose  from  the  very  low  freights  from  China. 

3392.  Chairman .]  Then  in  the  present  state  of  our  mercantile  marine,  with 
the  competition  you  have  to  meet  with  from  abroad,  do  you  consider,  if  ship- 
ping could  be  relieved  from  the  light  dues,  it  would  be  of  great  importance  to 
them  ? — It  would  be  a very  great  benefit  indeed  to  the  shipping  interest. 

3393.  Are  we  to  understand  from  your  former  statement  respecting  the  Navv, 
that  you  object  to  the  mercantile  marine  being  compelled  to  pay  for  the  lights, 
which  are  equally  useful  to  the  Navy? — I do  object  most  strongly  to  it  on  one 
very  powerful  ground,  that  almost  every  foreign  country  franks  their  mercantile 
marine  from  all  charge  whatever  for  light  dues. 

3394.  Are  you  aware  whether  in  shipbuilding  and  outfitting  in  England 
you  are  as  able  to  compete  with  foreign  vessels  as  you  were  two  years  ago? — If 
we  were  not  trammelled  by  our  laws,  as  I had  the  honour  of  stating  to  the 
Shipping  Committee  some  time  ago.  Relieve  us  from  the  burthens  I have 
stated,  and  we  might  compete  with  any  nation  in  the  world. 

3395.  What  laws  do  you  allude  to  ? — Our  Merchant  Seamen’s  Act  is  a very 
onerous  one,  and  our  Acts  of  Reciprocity,  (which  are  one-sided  affairs  entirely,) 
are  very  objectionable  to  us. 

3396.  In  what  way  are  they  objectionable  ? — By  allowing  the  foreigner  to 
compete  with  us  in  every  one  of  our  own  ports,  and  giving  us  no  chance  what- 
ever, chiefly  from  the  poverty  of  their  country,  to  compete  with  them. 

3397.  Do  not  many  more  English  ships  proceed  to  foreign  ports  than  foreign 
ships  come  to  English  ports  ? — Decidedly  not. 

3398.  Are  there  any  other  reasons  you  can  assign  why  the  light  dues  should 
be  removed,  in  a national  point  of  view  ?— I do  not  recollect  anything  at 
present.  I have  already  stated  they  are  onerous,  and  their  removal  would  be  a 
great  benefit  to  the  shipping  trade. 

3399.  Can  you  in  any  way  point  out  how  the  lighthouses  could  be  main- 
tained at  an  easier  rate  ? — I am  not  prepared  to  do  so.  I must  say,  in  justice  to 
the  Trinity  House,  their  lights  are  very  efficient ; indeed  they  are  excellent. 
I am  frequently  round  the  coast  myself,  and  I can  bear  testimony  to  the 
extreme  efficiency  of  all  the  lights. 

3400.  Then  you  object  only  to  the  charge  ? — Only  to  the  charge. 

3401.  To  its  being  borne  by  our  commercial  ships  ? — Yes  ; I think  the  whole 
should  be  a national  expense,  the  community  generally  benefiting  by  them. 

3402.  Is  the  opinion  you  have  now  given  respecting  the  charge  being  borne 
by  the  nation,  an  opinion  generally  entertained  ? — I think  very  generally. 

3403.  How  long  ago  is  it  since  that  opinion  gained  ground  amongst  the  ship- 

owners?— Until  within  the  last  three  or  four  years  our  attention  was  not  much 
called  to  the  items  composing  our  expenditure,  but  our  losses  have  made  us 
more  inquisitive  by  far  than  we  ever  were  before  or  would  have  been  if  pros- 
perity had  continued  to  the  shipping.  I should  say  that  feeling  is  of  a very 
recent  growth.  . 

3404.  Does  that  arise  from  the  shipping  trade  having  been  very  unproductive. 

— I think  so,  decidedly.  # T 

3405.  Do  you  see  any  prospect  of  its  being  more  productive  in  future .— ■• 1 
fear  we  must  he  content  with  a very  small  modicum  of  profit  from  shipping- 

3406.  Then  you  consider  that  now  more  than  at  any  other  period  relief  is 

required  from  those  dues  ? — Decidedly.  » 

3407.  Are  those  sentiments  very  general  among  shipowners? — So  far  as 
have  had  an  opportunity  of  judging. 

3408.  Have  you  any  other  suggestions  to  make? — I think  not. 
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Luna,  9°  die  Junii , 1845. 


MEMBERS  PRESENT. 

Admiral  Bowles.  I Mr  Hume. 

Mr.  Duncan.  Mr.  Mitcalfe. 

Mr.  Grogan.  | Mr.  Somes. 


JOSEPH  HUME,  Esq.  in  the  Chair. 


Mr.  Robert  Wilkins , called  in  ; and  Examined. 

3409.  Chairman .]  IN  what  employment  are  you  ?— Lighthouse  and  lamp 
manufacturer,  in  Long  Acre. 

3410.  Have  you  been  long  employed  in  that  business? — Myself,  about  40 
years ; my  late  partner  before  me,  about  50. 

3411.  You  have  been  during  that  time  supplying  the  Trinity  House  and  other 
bodies  with  the  apparatus  requisite  for  lighthouses  ?— Yes,  everything,  except 
the  buildings  of  the  towers. 

3412.  An  account  has  been  laid  before  this  Committee,  signed  by  you,  bein® 
an  estimate  given  to  the  Oriental  Steam  Company  of  the  expense  of  maintaining 
a revolving  light  of  15  lamps  at  Suez;  have  you  got  a copy  of  that  account? — 1 
have. 

3413-  Will  you  explain  whether  that  estimate  of  151 1.  95.  includes  everythin® 
requisite  to  maintain  that  light  for  12  months  ?— As  far  as  the  lighting  simply;  not 
the  supply  of  coals,  brushes,  cleanings,  and  such  things,  nor  wages ; merely  the 
oil,  lamp-glasses,  cotton-wicks,  and  other  things  for  keeping  up  the  lights,  but  not 
the  domestic  articles. 

3414.  What  other  expenses  are  requisite  in  a lighthouse  ? — Wa®es  of  men 
repairs  of  the  buildings,  and  coals  for  the  house  and  for  the  lighthouse?  They  are 
obliged  to  have  coals  for  maintaining  a proper  degree  of  heat  in  the  lanterns. 

341 5-  Are  we  to  understand  that  151 L 9^-  includes  everythin®  except  the 
domestic  articles,  wages,  and  repairs? — Yes.  0 ^ 

3416.  Are  the  materials  the  same  that  are  furnished  to  the  lighthouses  main- 
tained by  the  Trinity  House?— Very  nearly. 

3417.  What  is  the  difference? — The  difference  is,  that  the  construction  of  the 

lamps  is  quite  new,  and  they  require  a different  sort  of  lamp-glass,  which  is  more 
expensive  than  the  Trinity  House  has  hitherto  had  ; but  there  is  a great  savin® 
of  the  oil  in  the  burning  of  those  lamps.  n 

3418.  Are  the  glasses  you  propose  to  use  in  this  estimate  of  a higher  price 
than  those  supplied  to  the  Trinity  House  ? — A little. 

3419-  What  oil  do  you  propose  to  use  ?— We  call  it  refined  rape-seed  oil : that 
is  the  proper  term  for  it. 

3420.  Has  that  been  in  use  for  lighting  lamps? — Ever  since  1840  ; ever  since 
the  patent  for  that  lamp  has  been  introduced.  That  now  before  the  Committee  is 
a list  of  the  lighthouses  to  which  we  have  sent  them. 

3421.  Is  the  lamp  you  propose  to  introduce  more  expensive  than  other  lamps  ? 

3422.  Then  the  lamp  which  burns  rape-seed  oil  is  the  same  price  as  that  which 
burns  sperm  oil,  which  is  supplied  to  the  Trinity  House  ? — Exactly. 

3423-  Mr.  Grogan.']  Will  not  every  lamp  burn  both  oils  indifferently? No  ; 

this  lamp  is  constructed  purposely  to  burn  that  or  sperm  oil ; but  the  rape-seed 
oil  is  so  very  fine  and  pure,  it  burns  it,  if  anything,  better  than  the  sperm  oil,  and 
at  about  half  the  price. 

3424-  Chairman .]  Are  we  to  understand  that  the  lamp  is  made  under  a 
patent  by  you,  and  is  of  a peculiar  construction  ? — It  is. 

3425-  Has  that  been  recommended  or  used  by  the  Trinity  House  ? — In  one 
instance  it  is  used;  at  one  of  their  floating  lights ; the  Nore  floating  light. 

°‘36'  d d 3 3426.  Have 


Mr.  R.  Wilkins. 
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3426.  Have  you  had  any  report  bow  far  the  light  at  the  Nore  is  as  good  as 

other  lights,  where  other  oil  is  used  ?— I have  heard  several  members  of  5? 
Board  themselves  say  it  is  quite  equal,  if  not  superior  to  sperm.  the 

3427.  Then  have  you  applied  to  have  your  lamps  introduced  generally  bv  th 

Trinity  House  ?— Yes.  0 j y toe 

3428.  When  was  your  first  application  ?— I think  it  was  in  1842. 

3429.  What  answer  have  they  given  you  ?— That  as  soon  as  they  could 

certain  the  security  of  introducing  an  inferior  oil,  having  hitherto  burnt  snPrm 
they  might  adopt  it.  'Perm, 

3430.  What  is  the  price  of  rape-seed  oil,  compared  with  the  sperm  oil  used  b 
them?— We  have  bought  it  and  supplied  it  to  different  lighthouses  at 

per  gallon  ; the  last  supply  to  the  Trinity  House  was  at  3 s.  8 d. 

3431.  Instead  of  6 s.  or  7 ,s.,  which  has  been  the  price  of  the  sperm  oil? Yes 

We  do  not  undertake  to  supply  the  oil.  Whether  the  oil  merchants  would  make 
any  advance  upon  the  price  in  consequence  of  the  demand,  I cannot  say;  but  that 
is  what  we  have  bought  it  for,  and  what  we  have  charged  to  our  friends  who  havp 
bought  the  lamps. 

3432.  Is  rape-seed  oil  crushed  in  England,  or  brought  from  France’— In 
England. 

3433.  Is  there  plenty  of  it?— Yes,  any  quantity. 

3434- _  Do  you  mean  to  say  all  the  lamps  could  be  supplied  in  a short  lime  with 
all  that  is  wanted?— So  the  oil  merchant  has  told  me.  I have  asked  him  the 
question. 

3435-  Then  if  that  oil  were  used,  half  the  expense  would  be  saved  in  all  the 
lighthouses  in  the  kingdom  ?— It  would. 

3436.  Have  you  applied  to  the  Commissioners  of  Northern  Lights  to  introduce 
your  lamp  ? — No,  I have  not. 

3437-  Have  you  applied  to  the  Ballast  Board  in  Dublin  ? — I have  applied  to 
the  superintendent,  Mr.  Halpin,  having  been  in  Dublin  since  I made  the  lamp  to 
try  U;  but  he  waived  it,  because  till  the  Board  sanctioned  it,  he  could  do  nothing. 

343°-  Is  Mr.  Halpin  an  engineer? — He  is. 

3439-  When  did  you  make  that  application  ? — I think  it  was  last  December. 

3440.  I observe  you  have  supplied  Cape  Coast  Castle,  since  July  1840  ; what 
hght  is  used  there  ?— Four  lamps  and  reflectors  we  sent  out  to  Cape  Coast  Castle. 

3441.  Were  the  lamps  of  the  same  kind  ?— Yes,  all  the  lamps  in  that  list  were 
House  kmd  5 attaclied  t0  a ^tor,  the  same  as  those  used  by  the  Trinity 

3442.  Is  there  any  other  public  light  besides  the  Nore  where  vour  lamp  has 
been  used  m the  Trinity  House  service  ?— ‘ Their  dredging  machines  in  the  river 
are  lighted  with  it. 


3443-  Mr.  Somes.]  They  use  common  lamps  in  the  dredging  machines?— 
Ihese  were  introduced  last  season  by  Captain  Drew,  as  an  improvement. 


3444;  Chairman. ] I observe  you  have  supplied  Cape  Coast  Castle,  since  July 
1640  ; have  you  heard  any  complaint  respecting  that  light?— Not  any. 

3445-  Does  the  rape-seed  oil  keep  liquid  abroad  ?— Yes,  it  does;  it  is  not  so 
tender  as  the  sperm. 

shm-p^ weather 6 ^ ^°U  mcan  by  tender  ? — Not  so  easy  to  freeze  or  congeal  by 


.->447-  I observe  you  have  supplied  Dover  Harbour  since  1841 ; what  light  is 
there  at  Dover  Harbour  ?— The  pier  light. 

3448*  Is  it  one  single  light  ? — There  are  one  or  two  there. 

3V9,'  y<?  liea.ld  any  complaint  of  that? — Not  the  least;  we  send  them 

supplies  ot  that  oil,  which  we  draw  from  the  oil  merchant,  merely  charging  them 
the  same  price  as  we  get  it  for. 

+iw15°V?  observe  y°u  have  supplied  Tobago  since  1841  ; what  kind  of  light  is 
that . Ihe  same  kind;  lamps  and  reflectors. 

3451.  How  many? — Four. 

3452.  Is  it  the  same  at  St.  Kitts  ?— Yes. 

a ,3453'  1 observe  you  have  supplied  Halifax ; what  kind  of  light  is  that?— Lamps 
ana  reflectors.  4 here  are  one  or  two  stations  at  Halifax. 

3454-  Do  you  recollect  what  number  of  reflectors?— I cannot  call  to  mind  at 
present. 


3455-  Tkey 
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3455*  They  are  all  of  the  same  kind  ? — Yes. 

3456.  During  the  winter  has  that  oil  burnt  without  freezing? — So  we  have 
understood ; we  have  had  no  complaint  of  it.  The  advantage  of  these  lamps  is, 
that  if  they  are  not  in  possession  of  this  rape-seed  oil  they  will  bum  cocoa-nut  oil’ 
or  any  oil  peculiar  to  the  place. 

3457-  Are  ive  to  understand  that  the  light  from  this  oil  is  as  great  as  from 
sperm  oil  ? — Fully  so. 

3458-  What  kind  of  lights  are  those  at  the  Tees  Navigation  ?— They  are  floating 
lights,  and  one  or  two  leading  lights  upon  land. 

3459.  Are  they  all  parabolical  ?— Yes. 

3460.  Of  how  many  inches?— Twelve  inches  diameter,  being  a perfect  parabola, 
as  approved  by  the  late  Lieutenant  Drummond. 

346!*  1 wenty-two  inches  is  the  size  of  the  Trinity  lights  generally  ? — No  • 21 

excepting  the  floating  lights;  those  are  12-inch  parabolas. 

3462.  And  the  others  are  of  the  same  proportion,  only  different  in  size? — Yes  ■ 
the  floating  lights  belonging  to  the  Trinity  House  are  the  same  as  these,  12  inches 
in  diameter,  made  to  burn  with  a patent  catoptric  lamp,  and  a small  reflector. 

3403-  Do  you  mean  the  lamp  used  at  the  Tees  Navigation,  of  12  inches 
diameter,  burning  your  oil,  is  of  the  same  size  as  the  lamp  used  by  the  Trinity 
House  at  the  Nove  ?— Yes. 

3464-  The  Nore  floating  light  being  the  same  oil  and  the  same  lamp  ?— Yes  • 
«e  supply  the  oil  for  the  Nore  Light  to  the  Trinity  House,  and  for  the  dredging 
machines.  ./  > & » 

34^5*  I observe  two  lights  at  Quebec ; have  you  had  any  reports  how  they 
nave  burnt  r Quite  satisfactorily,  as  we  hear  through  the  merchants : we  send 
these  out  through  merchants. 

3466.  Have  you  had,  since  you  introduced  this  lamp,  any  complaint  respecting 
die  light  from  the  oil  you  have  used  ? — Never.  . ° 

3467*  Is  it  your  opinion  it  would  answer  quite  as  well  as  sperm  oil,  for  all  the 
lights  round  our  coast?— I am  quite  certain  of  it.  The  Trinity  House  are  now, 
ancl  have  been  for  some  time,  making  experiments  with  these  lamps  and  with  this 
oil,  against  other  lamps  which  they  have  had  from  me,  with  sperm  oil. 

3468.  I observe  the  next  item  in  your  estimate  is  242  l 8 5.  for  fixed  lights, 
with  24  catoptric  lamps  and  reflectors? — Yes. 

3469-  Is  that  upon  the  same  scale  of  charge  as  with  respect  to  the  15  lamps 
above  r Y es,  taking  the  difference  of  the  number  of  lamps  simply. 

3470.  The  charge  for  24  catoptric  lights,  with  reflectors  for  fixed  lights,  is  in 
the  same  proportion? — The  same. 

347 1 • Are  we  to  understand  that  you  could  maintain  the  South  Foreland  or 
any  other  light  with  the  same  number  of  lamps,  at  the  same  proportional  expense 
as  stated  in  the  estimate  given  in  by  you,  if  they  introduced  your  lamp  and  your 
our— Y es  ; the  South  Foreland  is  at  present  a dioptric  light  of  the  first  order,  at 
least  the  upper  light;  the  lower  light  is  with  reflectors.  We  altered  it  under  the 
direction  of  the  Corporation. 

3472.  Have  you  paid  attention  to  any  other  department  of  lighthouses,  and  can 
you  otter  any  suggestion  as  to  economizing  the  expense  of  managing  the  public 
ig  its  ot  the  kingdom  r I do  not  think  it  can  be  done  otherwise  than  in  the  ex- 
pense of  the  oil ; the  others  are  minor  charges,  amounting  to  very  little  indeed, 
it  is  the  oil  that  is  the  great  expense. 

3473*  Have  you  been  in  France  yourself? — I have. 

3474*  Have  you  attended  to  the  manner  in  which  the  lights  upon  the  French 
coast  are  managed  ?— Yes. 

3475-  Is  not  rape-seed  oil  used  throughout  ?— Yes ; they  call  it  Colza  oil, 
which  is  almost  the  same  thing,  from  all  I have  heard  from  the  oil  merchants. 

3470-  lhey  use  that  oil  ? — Yes ; they  do  not  use  sperm,  because  of  the  expense. 
3477-  Do  they  use  that  in  the  Carcel  lamp? — Yes. 

3478.  They  principally  use  the  Carcel  lamp  ?— Yes ; but  we  have  been 
removing  the  Carcel  lamps  from  those  lighthouses  at  which  they  were  originally 
a opted,  to  introduce  the  hydraulic  or  fountain  action,  which  is  an  improvement 
upon  the  Carcel  lamp.  r 

3479*  Do  they  use,  in  what  is  called  the  Carcel  lamp,  an  instrument  constantly 
P mping  up 1 the  oil  to  the  wick? — Yes;  but  we  had  a much  simpler  plan  than 
nrf  • 1 l”e  . unta*n  ?r  hydraulic  action.  We  had  another  upon  the  pneumatic 
P nciple,  which  was  in  use  in  several  of  the  lighthouses,  and  answered  extremely 
°-30-  »d4  well, 


Mr.  R.  Wilkins. 
9 June  1845. 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


2l6 


MINUTES  OF  EVIDENCE  TAKEN  BEFORE  THE 


Mr.  R.  Wilkins. 


g June  1845. 


well,  but  the  Trinity  House  did  not  think  it  answered  so  well  as  the  hydraulic  otf1 
fountain  principle. 

3480.  Then  do  you  think  yours  is  superior  to  any  other  lamp  for  those  lights  ? 
— Yes;  they  have  superseded  the  Carcel  lamp  in  this  country,  from  its  difficulty 
and  complexity. 

348 1 . From  your  observation,  you  think  a simple  reservoir  is  preferable  to  the 

instrument  which  pumps  up  the  oil? — Yes;  and  I am  borne  out  in  that, because 
the  Trinity  House  have  rejected  those  lamps.  * 

3482.  And  the  lamps  you  have  supplied  abroad,  which  are  to  use  your  oil  are 
all  upon  the  most  simple  principle? — Yes. 

3483.  And  you  have  had  no  complaint  of  their  going  out  of  order  ? — None. 

3484.  Was  any  particular  person  sent  out  to  take  charge  of  those  lamps? 

No ; only  printed  directions  to  the  keepers  to  attend  to  the  cleaning  and  trim- 
ming. They  are  almost  the  same  as  other  lamps,  except  the  principle  of  forming 
the  burner. 

3485.  Is  there  any  difficulty  in  attending  to  your  lamp? — Not  the  least;  I feel 
satisfied  it  is  much  easier,  because  they  are  divested  of  all  racks  and  pinions,  and 
other  small  works,  which  are  so  easily  put  out  of  order. 

3486.  Then  will  you  explain  in  what  your  lamp  differs  from  the  common 
Argand  ; that  is,  the  simple  circle  ? — The  difference  is  in  the  burner,  by  the  con- 
struction of  tubes,  and  the  manner  of  raising  the  cotton  wick. 

3487.  What  tubes  do  you  allude  to  ? — The  tubes  into  which  the  oil  flows  from- 
the  reservoir  into  the  wick ; and  being  divested  of  one  of  the  tubes  which  is  in  the 
common  run  of  lamps,  that  leaves  a space  so  large  that  the  heat  in  one  of  the 
lamps  always  keeps  the  oil  in  a perfectly  liquid  state. 

34S8.  Are  the  glasses  you  use  thicker  than  the  ordinary  glasses  you  use  for  the 
Trinity  House  ? — Rather ; not  much. 

3489.  Is  there  any  difficulty  in  the  cleaning  of  your  lamp  from  that  oil;  do 
you  think  it  is  more  difficult  to  clean  than  with  the  ordinary  oil  ? — No. 

3490.  And  in  keeping  in  repair  do  you  think  it  answers  the  purpose  equally?— 
I should  think  more  effectually,  because  they  cannot  very  well  put  them  out  of 
order  there  is  no  minute  work  about  them. 

3491 . I observe,  in  the  bottom  of  the  lamp,  a screw  ; will  you  explain  for  what 
purpose  that  is,  as  it  seems  peculiar  to  your  lamp  ? — For  raising  or  lowering  the 
cotton  wick. 

3492.  And  by  that  it  is  raised,  instead  of  the  rack  and  pinion  in  the  common 
Argand  lamp? — It  is. 

3493-  Then,  upon  the  whole,  the  machinery  of  your  lamp  is  less  complicated 
than  the  common  Argand  lamp,  and  less  liable  to  get  out  of  order? — It  is. 

3494.  That  is  the  result  of  your  experience  ? — It  is. 

3495.  Have  any  of  the  lamps  sent  out  by  you  to  Cape  Coast  Castle  in  1840, 
been  sent  home  to  be  repaired  ? — No. 

3496'  Are  you  aware  that  they  have  been  in  constant  use  ever  since  ? — We 
are  in  communication  with  the  merchant  through  whom  we  sent  them  out,  and  we 
should  have  heard  if  there  had  been  any  defect. 

3497-  Mr.  -Sow/cs.]^  Who  pays  you  the  amount  ? — The  merchant  through  whom 
we  send  them  out.  They  are  all  private  lights. 

3498.  Chairman.']  Do  you  send  out  any  spare  burners  with  these  lamps  ? — Yes. 

. 3499-  How  many  ? — It  depends  upon  the  number  of  burners  in  use  ; some- 
times two,  three,  or  four,  according  to  the  number  of  lamps  there  may  be  in  use, 
to  enable  them,  if  they  need  it,  to  shift  them. 

3500.  Do  you  say  that  you  do  not  hear  from  Tobago,  St.  Kitts,  Halifax,  or 
any  of  the  places  to  which  you  have  sent  your  lamps,  anil  you  have  had  none  of 
them  sent  back  during  the  last  four  years  for  repairs  ? — None. 

3501.  Nor  complaints? — No. 

3502.  Mr.  Grogan.']  Having  burnt  your  lamp  for  some  time,  do  you  find  it 
gives  out  scoria  more  than  other  lamps? — I burn  it  every  night  in  my  own  place, 
and  in  our  factory  we  burn  it. 

3503-  Chairman.']  Are  you  aware  whether  there  are  any  means  of  repairing 
any  of  your  lights  abroad,  or  would  there  be  any  difficulty  in  an  ordinary  work- 
man repairing  them  ?— Not  the  least. 

3504.  Have  you  had  reports  made  to  you  from  any  of  those  places  to  which, 
your  lamps  have  been  sent  ?— None. 

3505.  No. 
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3505.  No  reports  of  their  efficiency? — No. 

3506.  And  no  complaints  of  their  inefficiency  ? — No ; the  Tees  Navigation 
Company  have  sent  some  of  their  lamps  to  be  altered  from  the  old  principle  to  the 
new  one,  for  some  of  their  lights ; and  that  is  quite  sufficient  evidence,  in  my 
humble  opinion,  that  they  approve  of  them. 

3507.  Have  you  attended  any  of  the  experiments  tried  with  the  lights,  with 
your  oil  ? — Yes. 

3508.  Where  at? — In  the  first  instance  they  tried  the  experiment  at  the 
Trinity  House ; but  the  term  “ common  oil  ” carried  such  weight  with  it,  that  they 
did  not  like  to  interfere  with  such  immense  establishments,  or  run  the  risk  of  intiu- 
ducing  it  without  proper  trial. 

3509.  Was  the  experiment  at  the  same  time  tried  with  sperm  oil,  in  your 
presence  ? — Yes. 

3510.  What  was  the  report  then  made  by  the  gentlemen  who  tried  both? — 
They  were  perfectly  satisfied,  I believe,  as  to  the  effect  of  the  light ; but  they  did 
not  gratify  me  by  giving  me  their  opinion  exactly.  They  do  not  tell  me,  this  is 
superior  to  so  and  so;  but  they  say,  we  will  consider  of  it. 

3,5 1 1 . They  did  not  adopt  it? — No  ; I have  a communication  here  from  Captain 
Fitzroy,  one  of  the  gentlemen  who  saw  the  light,  which  I will  take  the  liberty  of 
handing  in  to  the  Committee. 

3512.  Have  you  had  any  answer  from  the  Trinity  House  to  your  application? 
— No. 

3513.  Did  you  make  your  application  in  writing? — No,  I did  not.  I may  say 
the  Trinity  House  are  always  desirous  of  introducing  any  improvement  for  the 
reduction  of  their  expenditure  ; and  in  1842  there  was  an  application  made  by 
the  patentee  of  the  solar  lamp  : of  course,  as  I found  he  was  likely  to  tread  upon 
my  heels,  I set  myself  to  study,  and  after  some  time  and  expense,  I brought  forward 
this  patent,  which  was  tried  against  the  solar  lamp,  and  succeeded.  It  has  been 
approved  of  hitherto,  and  I think  it  will  be  adopted  now,  because  they  have  been 
trying  experiments  with  that  and  other  lamps. 

3514.  By  whom  have  the  experiments  been  made  ? — At  the  Trinity  House,  by 
order  of  the  deputy-master  and  the  committee ; but  I was  not  permitted  to  be 
present  at  the  experiments,  because,  being  a party  interested,  I might  take  some 
advantage. 

35} 5-  You  were  not  permitted  to  be  present? — No;  they  said  there  was  no 
occasion  ; they  could  do  it  with  their  own  people.  We  are  now  making  another 
lamp,  burning  dioptric  lights,  after  the  manner  of  the  French  lighthouse  lamps. 

3516.  Mr.  Ames.]  Do  you  know  whether  it  is  the  invariable  practice  of  the 
Trinity  Corporation  to  try  experiments  at  Purfleet,  with  all  oils? — If  they  consider 
it  necessary. 

3517-  Chairman .]  Have  you  attended  any  of  the  experiments  made  with  oils 
there  ? — -Every  one  of  them. 

3518.  Then  did  you  attend  the  experiments  made  upon  your  own  ? — That  lamp 
of  mine  has  not  been  tried  at  Purfleet,  but  it  has  been  sufficiently  tried  in  their 
own  floating  light  used  at  the  Nore ; because  the  members  of  the  Board  are  con- 
stantly passing  and  repassing  in  their  yachts,  and  they  also  have  the  reports  of 
their  own  light-keeper  and  men  on  board. 

3519-  Mr-  Somes.]  But  that  is  not  a trial  as  to  the  brilliancy  of  the  light; 
they  cannot  tell  from  that  that  they  give  a light  superior  to  others  ? — That  they 
are  trying,  so  far  as  they  can,  at  the  Nore;  the  light-vessel  is  fitted  up  entirely 
with  these  lamps  and  reflectors. 

3520.  Do  you  know  how  long  a gallon  of  oil  will  burn  in  one  of  your  lamps? 
— The  average  consumption  is  a pint  of  oil  in  12  hours. 

3521-  How  is  that  compared  with  sperm? — One  will  not  consume  a particle 
more  than  the  other. 

3522.  Chairman.]  You  stated  the  opinion  of  Captain  Fitzroy  as  to  the  quality 
of  your  oil ; was  that  at  a private  trial  at  his  own  house,  or  a public  one  ? — A trial 
at  his  own  house. 

3523.  Was  he  at  that  time  a member  of  the  Trinity  Board? — He  was. 

3524.  Had  he  seen  your  experiment  tried  at  the  Trinity  House? — He  had. 

. 3525.  The  trial  to  which  that  letter  refers  was  at  his  own  private  house  ? — At 
his  own  private  house. 

3526.  And  he  expressed  his  approval  of  it? — Yes. 

0,36,  E E 3527.  You 
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3527.  You  are  not  able  to  suggest  any  other  mode  of  economizing  the 
of  the  public  lights  than  by  a saving  in  tho  oil,  by  introducing  rape-seed  olf?!! 


3528.  You  have  been  employed  a good  many  years  in  supplying  the 

Trinity  House? — Yes;  altogether  45  years.  0 orsto 

3529.  Do  you  supply  the'Ballast  Board  at  Dublin  ?— We  have ; we  have  fin  1 

np  a great  many  of  their  lights,  but  not  with  this  lamp.  ttetl 

3530.  Mr.  Grogan.']  Do  you  supply  the  reflectors?— We  supply  all  the  rPfl0 

tors  tor  the  Trinity  House,  but  not  for  the  Ballast  Board.  nec‘ 


3531-  Chairman.]  You  do  not  supply  the  Commissioners  of  Northern  liul 
-No.  J 


:hls? 


G.F.  Yu 


Esq. 


George  Frederick  Young,  Esq.  called  in  ; and  further  Examined. 

353?-  Chairman.]  HAVE  you  considered  in  what  way  the  debt  now  owintr  bv 
the  Trinity  House  could  be  discharged,  with  a view  to  giving  the  quickest  relief 
from  the  light  dues?— I have  prepared  a calculation  of  the  whole  receiots  ana 
expend, lure  of  the  Corporation  of  the  Trinity  House,  from  the  ParliaLaZ 
Return,  No.  639,  5 Sept.  1844,  from  which  1 find  that  tho  gross  receipts  of  the 
Corporation  from  all  sources  ot  revenue,  in  1843  amounted  to  280,781!.  and  the 
gross  expenditure,  irrespective  of  sums  given  in  charity,  was  1 70,070 1.  • that  is  Quite 
exclusive  of  any  appropriation  for  charitable  purposes,  but  inclusive  of  everythin.! 
else.  Jillie  I unity  Corporation  were  permitted  to  distribute  in  charitable  purposes 
that  portion  ol  the  funds  which  is  expressly  so  appropriable  by  law,  it  appears  to 
mo  that  they  would  have  a sum  of  12,143/.  *6«-  for  these  purposes.  r 

3533-  W.il  you  state  what  you  consider  they  legally  can  distribute  in  charities? 

hirst,  from  the  surplus  of  buoyage  and  beaconage,  which  is  expressly  directed 

to  be  so  appropriated  by  their  charter,  they  have  4,505/.  os.  11  d.  Secondly, 
the  surplus  of  light  dues  collected  under  the  Sciily  Light  patent,  which  they  are 
also  permitted  by  that  patent  so  to  appropriate,  2,745/.  18  s.  8 t/.,  that  being  the 
surplus  after  maintenance.  Thirdly,  the  revenue  of  estates  and  property  expressly 
applicable  to  charitable  purposes,  4,204/.  7 s.  8 af. ; and  the  revenue  of  estates  not 
solely  applicable  to  charitable  purposes,  but  which  being  a small  sum  it  may  not 
be  worthwhile  to  distribute,  688/.  8s.  gd.;  making  together  12,143/.  16.. 
uhat  sum  I consider  they  are  justified  by  law  in  expending  for  charitable  pur- 
poses  ; and  that  all  beyond  that  amount,  being  collected  by  taxation  upon  ship- 
ping, is  an  illegitimate  appropriation  of  their  funds. 

3534-  With  reference  to  the  Sciily  Light,  have  you  read  the  patent  ?— I have 

seen  it  formerly.  1 

353.5-  Ale  you  aware  that  the  surplus  allowed  hv  the  patent  to  he  distributed 
may  be  reduced  by  the  Queen  in  Council,  if  Urey  think  fit  ? — That  is  so. 

3530-  bo  as  to  leave  no  surplus  beyond  the  actual  expenditure  ?— Yes ; but 
there  is  a surplus  at  present,  the  Queen  in  Council  not  having  interposed,  which 
they  are  allowed  to  distribute.  b 1 

3537-  f'ca  your  opinion  is  that  the  large  sum  now  paid,  being  the  surplus  of 
stated”  'ght  ’t,use5’  111  charlty>  ought  not  to  be  so  applied  ?— I have  already  so 

538'  Ml  ' Are  you  aware  of  the  sum  ot  present  appropriated  to  chari- 

11 b„* rT  h rom  the  Parliamentary  Return  it  is  stated  at  35,200  /.in  1843. 

, 3539'  as  y°u  are  willing-  to  allow  1 2,000  /.  are  legitimately  appropriated 

to  cbaritabie  purposes  by  the  Trinity  Board,  and  they  themselves  allow  35,300/, 
how  do  you  make  up  the  difference  of  23,200/.  a year?— The  receipts  consist  of 
die  following  items,  as  stated  in  Parliamentary  Return,  No.  639,  5 Sept.  18441 

f.  s.  i 

143,868  8 8 

88,903  7 8 
13,837  ‘9  8 
32,161  3 6 
To 


To  amount  of  net  revenue  from  lighthouses  not  trans- 

To  amount  of  net  revenue  from  the  private  lighthouses 
transferred  or  purchased,  during  1843.  (Ditto,  page  22) 
To  amount  of  net  revenue  from  buoyage  and  beaconage, 
during  1843.  (Ditto,  page  1 9)  _ _ _ _ 

To  amount  of  gross  revenue  from  ballastage,  during  lSao" 
(Ditto,  page  20) 
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To  amount  of  revenue  from  estates  and  property  expressly  £.  s. 
applicable  to  relief  of  pilots,  mariners,  their  wives, 
widows,  and  children,  during  1843.  (Par.  Paper, 

No.  639,  page  20)  ------  -4,204  7 

To  amount  of  revenue  from  estates  not  solely  applicable 

to  charitable  purposes,  during  1843.  (Ditto,  page  21)  688  8 

To  amount  of  revenue  from  dividends  of  stock,  interest, 
and  discounts,  during  1843.  (Ditto,  page  21)  - 

Making  the  Total  Receipts  - - - 

The  Expenditure  is  as  follows  : 

By  amount  paid  for  charges  of  maintenance  of  light- 
houses not  transferred  or  purchased,  during  1 843.  (Par. 

Paper,  No.  639,  page  18)  - 

By  amount  of  payments  not  chargeable  under  the  head 
of  maintenance,  but  incurred  on  account  of  lights, 
erection  of  new  ones,  &c.  during  1843.  (Ditto, 
page  18)  - 

By  amount  of  payments  for  charges  of  maintenance  of 
the  private  lighthouses  transferred  or  purchased,  during 
1843.  (Ditto,  page  22)  ------ 

By  payments  on  account  of  the  steam-yachts,  tenders, 

&c.,  including  the  expense  of  the  establishment  at 
Blackwall,  during  1843.  (Ditto,  page  19) 

By  payments  for  maintenance  of  buoys  and  beacons, 
during  1843.  (Ditto,  page  19)  - 

By  payments  for  the  charges  on  ballastage,  during  1843. 

(Ditto,  page  20)  ------ 

By  charges  of  the  establishment  on  Tower  Hill,  including 
the  salaries  to  the  Elder  Brethren,  &c.  for  the  year 
1843.  (Ditto,  page  21 ) ------ 

By  property  and  income  tax  assessed  on  the  Corporation, 
for  the  year  ending  5th  April  1843,  on  this  revenue. 

(Ditto,  page  21)  ------- 

By  payments  for  pensions  and  charitable  purposes  under 

the  charter,  patents,  or  other  legal  authorities  ; viz.  the  £.  s. 
amount  of  the  surplus  of  the  buoyage  and  beaconage. 

(Ditto,  page  19) 4,503  _ 

The  surplus  of  light  dues  collected  for  Scilly  Light,  the 

same  being  under  special  patent.  (Ditto,  page  16)  - 2,745  18 

The  revenue  from  estates  and  property  expressly  appli- 
cable to  charitable  purposes.  (Ditto,  page  20)  - - 4,204  7 

The  revenue  from  estates,  although  not  solely  applicable 

to  charitable  purposes.  (Ditto,  page  21 ) - 688  8 


Making  the  Total  Payments 


d. 

£. 

s. 

d. 

8 

9 

4.892 

16 

5 

- 

6,1 17 

10 

1 1 

£. 

289,781 

6 

6 

£. 

s. 

d. 

- 

77,866 

13 

6 

- 

8,606 

1 

7 

- 

19.312 

19 

1 

- 

7,064 

2 

2 

- 

9.332 

18 

6 

- 

28,820 

7 

8 

- 

18,549 

14 

5 

- 

L727 

1 

5 

d. 

8 

8 

9 

12,143 

16 

£. 

183,123 

14 

4 

Shows  a surplus  balance  in  1843,  applicable  to  payment  of  the  interest 
on  the  debt,  and  for  extinction  of  the  same  - - - - £.  106,657.  12.  2. 


3540.  Chairman .]  Is  there  anything  else  which  occurs  to  you  ? — There  is  one 
circumstance  from  which  I think  a considerable  sum  ought  to  be  derived  towards 
the  liquidation  of  the  debt,  which,  so  far  as  I am  aware,  has  not  been  adverted 
to.  By  the  purchase  of  the  private  lights  the  Consolidated  Eund  was  relieved  from 
an  annual  charge  to  which  it  was  subject  in  consequence  of  the  treaties  of  reci- 
procity made  with  foreign  powers,  by  which  the  shipping  of  those  powers  was 
relieved  from  the  payment  of  any  greater  amount  of  duty  than  was  chargeable 
upon  British  ships.  That  relief  could  not,  consistently  with  the  rights  of  pro- 
perty, be  charged  against  the  proprietors  of  the  private  lights,  and  the  deficiency 
thus  created  was  paid  out  of  the  Consolidated  Fund.  When,  by  the  purchase  of 
the  private  lights,  the  Consolidated  Fund  was  relieved  from  that  annual  payment, 
I think  it  would  have  been  but  equitable  that  a principal  sum,  equal  to  the  amount 
so  annually  paid,  should  have  been  contributed  out  of  the  Consolidated  Fund  to 
purchase  that  which  tended  so  to  relieve  the  fund. 

3541-  As  the  Government  had  to  pay,  under  the  reciprocity  treaties,  to  the 
proprietors  of  private  lights,  a large  annual  sum  payable  out  of  the  Consolidated 
Fund  ; and  as  the  proprietors  of  private  lights  were  compensated  for  the  same,  and 
as  that  amount  is  no  longer  chargeable  on  the  Consolidated  Fund,  you  think  the 
Government  ought  to  reimburse  an  amount  equal  to  the  capital  which  purchased 
that? — That  is  my  opinion. 

0.36.  e e 2 3542.  Do 
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G.  F,  Young,  Esq.  3542.  Do  you  mean  that  the  Government  stand  indebted  to  the  Consolidat  ri 
~ r a Fund,  for  the  maintenance  of  the  lighthouses,  to  an  amount  equal  to  24  J Ve  * ' 

9 June  1845.  purchase  of  the  amount  payable  by  the  Consolidated  Fund  under  the  reciprocT 
Acts?— That  is  precisely  my  meaning.  I think  further,  that  it  is  not  just  that 
Her  Majesty’s  navy  should  participate  in  the  benefit  derived  from  lighthouses 
without  any  contribution  on  the  part  of  the  public  towards  the  expense  of  mair/ 
tenance ; and  I suggest  it  would  be  an  equitable  mode  of  settling  this  question' 
if  the  Government  was  at  once  to  pay  off  the  remaining  charge  for  the  purl 
chase  of  private  lights,  in  consideration  of  which  they  would  be  exempted  from" 
all  future  charge ; and  the  charge  for  lights  on  shipping  might  be  at  once  con- 
siderably reduced. 

3543.  Mr.  Mitcalfe.]  Do  you  consider  it  just  and  fair  that  one  specific  interest 
the  shipping  interest,  should  bear  the  burthen  of  these  lights,  which  are  so  gene- 
rally  useful  to  the  navy  and  the  whole  commerce  of  the  country? — I consider 
the  payment  for  them  especially  by  shipping,  as  merely  a levy  of  the  tax  on 
commerce  in  general,  through  the  intervention  of  ships ; but  that  eventually  the 
charge  must  fall,  as  is  the  case  with  all  other  charges  of  navigation,  upon  the 
consumer  of  the  commodity  carried  in  the  ship. 

3544*  Chairman .]  Are  you  aware  that  all  consular  charges,  being  charges  upon 
the  commerce  of  the  country  at  large,  are  defrayed  by  the  votes  of  the  Plou.se  of 
Commons  ? — I am  aware  of  that ; but  I fail  to  perceive  that  they  are  for  the 
direct  benefit  of  commerce.  I consider  the  consular  arrangements  more  in  the 
character  of  police  arrangements  than  for  the  especial  benefit  of  commerce.  Fo- 
reign consuls  partake  of  a political  as  well  as  a commercial  character. 

3545-  Do  you  mean  that  lights,  being  for  the  benefit  of  the  commerce  of  the 
country  at  large,  as  the  consuls  are  for  the  benefit  of  commerce,  they  should  be 
put  under  the  same  charge  ? — I respectfully  submit,  that  inasmuch  as  the  consular 
arrangements  partake  of  u political  as  well  as  a commercial  character,  the  analogy 
docs  not  exist.  03 

3546.  Are  you  able  to  state  what  other  (if  any)  benefit  would  be  derived  by 
the  coasting  trade  or  shipping  from  the  Government  assuming  the  charge  of  the 
lights  ; I mean  beyond,  the  mere  saving  of  the  money  ? — I am  not  aware,  from 
my  own  personal  experience,  of  any  considerable  inconvenience  in  the  payment  of 
light  dues  beyond  the  burthen  of  the  charge. 

3547.  Have  you  any  other  suggestions,  with  a view  to  the  relief  of  our  com- 
mercial shipping  ?— As  the  result  of  the  opinion  I ventured  to  suggest  to  the 
Committee,  my  object  would  be  to  consolidate,  simplify,  and  reduce  the  expen- 
diture as  much  as  possible,  and  to  render  the  protection  efficient  and  uniform, 

. 354 S.  Do  you  mean  by  this,  that  English,  Scotch,  and  Irish  lights  should  be 
placed  under  one  superintendence  ? — I do,  distinctly. 

3549'  Supposing  the  Government  not  to  assume  the  charge  of  the  lights  as  a 
public  matter,  what  Board  do  you  consider  would  be  most  efficient  for  managing 
the  departments  so  united? — I know  none  to  which  I could  point  that  would  be 
likely  to  possess  in  a greater  degree  the  confidence  of  the  shipping  and  mercan- 
tile interests  than  the  Trinity  Corporation,  with  a thorough  revision  of  the  constitu- 
tion and  management  of  that  Corporation. 

355°-  -Are  you  aware  that  in  1834  a Committee  of  this  House  recommended 
a revision  of  that  body? — I am. 

355 Are  you  aware  that  has  not  been  carried  out  ? — I am. 

3 552‘  What  revision  would  you  recommend,  to  give  efficiency  to  the  manage- 
ment? I believe  I have  already  stated  my  opinion  that  the  shipowners,  by  whom 
the  taxes  are  paid,  should  have  some  voice  in  the  appointment  of  those  by  whom 
the  expenditure  is  to  be  controlled. 

3553 • That  is  supposing  the  Corporation  to  remain  ? — Supposing  the  Corpo- 
ration to  lemain.  It  occurs  to  me,  that  the  number  of  the  members  of  the  Cor- 
poration is  greater  than  is  essential  for  the  performance  of  the  duties,  and  that  the 
object  ought  to  be  to  have  those  individuals  only  in  the  superintending  body  who  are 
competent  to  the  active  discharge  of  the  responsible  duties  which  devolve  on  them. 

3554-  Are  you  aware  that  7,000/.  a year  is  paid  for  the  salaries  of  the  Elder 
Brethren  ol  the  Trinity  Corporation  ? — I am  ; but  I believe  the  general  opinion 
of  shipowners  coincides  with  my  own,  that  the  sums  to  be  paid  to  those  who 
superintend  the  duties  which  are  delegated  to  the  Trinity  Corporation  is  a matter 
of  very  secondary  importance,  and  there  would  be  no  disposition  to  view  that  part 
of  the  question  in  a niggardly  spirit. 

3555-  Caa 
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3555.  Can  you  state  in  what  way  the  principle  of  representation  you  pointed  g.  F.  Young,  Esq. 

out  on  the  part  of  the  shipowners  can  be  carried  out  in  the  election  of  the  Elder 

Brethren? — If  the  right  of  voting  on  the  election  of  the  Elder  Brethren  was  9 June  1845. 
given,  in  the  manner  I suggested  on  a former  examination,  to  registered  owners 

of  ships,  I conceive  there  would  be  no  difficulty  in  their  exercising,  either  in 
person  or  by  written  authority,  that  right  whenever  vacancies  might  occur ; nor 
do  I see  any  great  difficulty  in  the  exercise  of  a similar  franchise  on  the  part  of 
the  Younger  Brethren  as  master  mariners. 

3556.  In  whatever  part  of  the  country  they  might  be  ? — Yes. 

3557.  How  would  you  collect  their  votes? — By  public  notice,  given  through 
the  ordinary  channel.  It  does  not  appear  to  be  a matter  of  any  difficulty  at  all, 
considering  the  great  facilities  of  communication  which  now  exist. 

3558.  What  class  of  persons  are  most  eligible,  in  your  opinion,  for  the  duty  of 
superintending  the  lights  r — I think  men  of  education,  intelligence,  and  practical 
experience  as  seamen  are  best  fitted  for  the  discharge  of  the  duty  of  superintending 
the  lights,  with  a certain  degree  of  scientific  knowledge. 

3559.  Are  you  aware  that  the  Trinity  House  are  constituted  by  charter,  and 
that  they  refuse  any  interference  with  their  charter,  which  gives  self-election  of 
whom  they  please? — I believe  I have  already  recorded  my  opinion  that  these 
suggestions  are  only  offered  contingently  on  their  being  made  consistent  with 
chartered  rights.  We  know  many  chartered  rights  have  been  at  various  times 
surrendered  voluntarily  by  parties  upon  conditions.  If  it  should  be  shown  clearly 
to  the  Trinity  Corporation  that  the  public  interest  might  be  subserved  by  a 
change  in  the  constitution  of  their  body,  I have  too  good  an  opinion  of  them  to 
imagine  they  would  interpose  their  supposed  private  rights  as  a bar  to  public 
improvement. 

3560.  Do  you  consider  that  a Board  of  20,  or  10  members  are  requisite  for  the 
purpose  of  managing  the  lights? — I should  think  io  not  too  many,  considering 
the  lights  ought  to  be  subject  to  personal  supervision  and  examination  by  the 
parties  themselves. 

3561.  Are  yon  aware  whether  any  surveys  are  ever  taken  of  sands  and  passages 
by  the  Trinity  House? — Yes,  I think  I can  say,  from  my  own  knowledge,  they 
are. 

3562.  . Does  any  other  suggestion  offer  itself  to  you,  with  a view  of  improving 
the  present  system  ? — No,  I think  not ; I think  I have  stated  the  general  views 
which  personally  I entertain  on  the  subject  of  the  composition  of  the  Board.  I 
am  anxious  such  measures  should  be  adopted  as  would  give  effectual  relief  to  the 
shipping  as  quickly  as  possible  from  such  portion  of  the  charge  made  upon  them 
as  is  not  indispensable  to  be  continued. 

3563.  Do  you  consider  there  is  any  necessary  connexion  between  the  Ballast 
Board  and  the  management  of  the  lights? — I do  not  think  there  is  any  absolutely 
necessary  connexion,  but  I cannot  help  thinking  the  superintending  body  which  is 
most  fitted  for  the  management  of  the  lights,  is  precisely  that  to  which  the  other 
department  of  buoys,  beacons,  and  ballastage,  and  other  duties,  may  be  most  fitly 
and  conveniently  delegated. 

3564.  You  are  aware  that  the  Board  contemplated  is  to  have  charge  of  the 
lights  and  the  ballastage  of  the  whole  empire,  whilst  the  Trinity  House  have  only 
charge  of  the  ballastage  for  the  port  of  London  ? — Y es. 

3565.  Do  you  mean,  then,  that  they  should  have  charge  of  the  ballastage  of 
the  whole  country  ? — I do  not. 

3566.  What  necessary  connexion  is  there  between  the  one  and  the  other  ? — 

Simply  that  the  place  in  which  their  duties  would  have  to  be  performed  being 
the  largest  shipping  port  in  the  kingdom,  I know  no  other  body  to  whom  it  could 
be  so  conveniently  entrusted. 

3567.  Mr.  Somes.]  You  think  10  of  the  Elder  Brethren  quite  sufficient  to  carry 
on  the  operations  of  the  Trinity  Board ; are  you  not  aware  the  Elder  Brethren 
are  frequently  called  on  to  attend  in  cases  in  the  Court  of  Admiralty? — I am. 

3568.  Are  you  aware  that  they  also  attend  upon  the  examination  of  masters 
of  the  navy  and  pilots? — I am  perfectly  acquainted  with  all  the  duties  which  are 
actually  discharged  by  the  Elder  Brethren,  hut  still  I am  deliberately  of  opinion 
that  10  active  men  of  business  could  thoroughly  discharge,  the  whole  of  them. 

3569.  Chairman .]  Are  we  to  understand  from  you  that,  after  a certain  age, 
they  should  retire  and  make  way  for  younger  and  more  active  men  ? — I consider 
that  such  a change  would  be  u great  improvement  in  the  efficiency  of  the  body. 

0.36.  - e e 3 357°-  Mr. 
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G.  F.  Young,  Esq.  3.570.  Mr.  Somes .]  Are  you  aware  [lie  senior  members  of  the  Board  attend 

those  departments  which  are  at  the  Trinity  Houser — Yes. 

9 June  1845.  3571.  And  the  yo.unger  visit  the  lights,  and  so  on  ? — Yes. 

3572.  Chairman.']  Have  you  directed  your  attention  to  the  defraying  th 
expense  of  lighthouses  by  a rate  on  all  the  registered  tonnage  of  the  country 
once  a year,  so  as  to  do  away  with  all  accounts  ? — It  would  undoubtedly  l/ 
attended  with  some  advantage,  but  it  would  throw  the  burthen  of  the  mail6 
tenance  of  the  lights  more  unequally  than  at  present,  in  reference  to  th" 
advantages  derived  from  the  lights  by  different  branches  of  our  maritime 
commerce ; for  example:  a ship  in  the  coasting  trade  may  pass  and  repass 
particular  lights  12  times  in  a year,  and  on  each  occasion  may  benefit  by  these 
lights,  while  a ship  engaged  in  distant  commerce  may  only  pass  the  same 
lights  once.  At  the  same  time,  the  ship  on  a distant  voyage  may  become 
subject  to  payments  in  foreign  countries  for  lights  in  those  countries;  and  thus 
the  annual  amount  paid  by  shipping  on  a distant  voyage  being  in  this  country 
equal  to  that  paid  on  the  coasting  trade,  and  being  increased  by  the  amount 
which  we  pay  in  foreign  countries,  there  would  be  a greater  sum  paid  for  pro- 
tection by  the  former  than  the  latter. 

3573-  You  mean  to  say,  the  coasting  trade  would  benefit  by  the  arrange- 
ment?— Yes,  in  much  greater  degree  than  the  foreign,  and  especially  the  distant 
trades. 


3574-  Mr.  Somes.']  As  to  the  trade  of  shipowners  generally,  both  the  coasting 
and  foreign  trade  in  the  mass,  how  would  it  work  as  compared  with  the  existing 
system  r — The  existing  system  is  founded  on  the  principle  of  making  each  shin 
pay  each  time  she  derives  a benefit;  the  suggestions  named  would  he  founded 
upon  the  principle  of  affording  general  protection  to  the  general  trade.  lean 
only  repeat,  as  matter  of  opinion,  that  the  present  principle  seems  to  me  to  be 
more  just  than  that  which  is  proposed  to  bo  substituted. 

3575-  In  other  words,  you  prefer  its  continuance? — If  I was  in  the  coasting 
trade,  I should  not  prefer  its  continuance. 

3576.  Chairman .]  Have  the  profits  arising  from  shipping  of  late  years  de- 
creased?— Very  greatly  indeed.  It  is  my  firm  conviction,  that  until  the  last 
year,  and  during  the  three  preceding  years,  there  had  not  only  been  no  profit 
upon  the  aggregate  capital  invested  in  shipping  property,  but  1 am  of  opinion 
there  had  been  a considerable  annual  loss. 

357 7-  Are  you  able  to  state  in  what  manner  the  lighthouse  dues  in  England 
bear  upon  the  shipping  of  England,  in  comparison  with  the  shipping  of 
other  countries  trading  to  foreign  parts? — Decidedly  unfavourably  to  English 

3578-  Is  the  competition  of  foreign  vessels  for  freights  becoming  greater 
and  greater  with  English  ships? — In  some  branches  of  trade  it  is  unquestion- 
ably so. 


3579-  Mr.  Grogan.]  How  do  you  explain  that  the  competition  of  foreign 
vessels  with  English,  as  regards  the  non-payment  of  light  dues,  injuriously  affects 
you,  if  they  bring  cargoes  here?— It  does  not  follow  that  they  bring  cargoes 
here;  but  in  the  case  of  a ship  from  London  sailing  for  Rio  she  pays  upon  all 
the  British  coast  lights  which  she  passes ; while  if  a ship  sails  from  Hamburgh  on 
the  same  voyage,  and  has  actually  the  benefit  of  a larger  number  of  our  British 
lights,  for  those  she  does  not  pay  one  farthing;  and  to  that  extent  she  is  therefore 
enabled  to  navigate  more  cheaply. 

3580.  Is  the  competition  exclusively  confined  to  vessels  trading  from  one 
foreign  port  to  another,  passing  our  lights?— No,  but  it  operates  particularly  upon 
the  Competition  between  a ship  sailing  from  a foreign  country  to  a foreign  port, 
and  a ship  sailing  from  England  to  the  same  port. 


James  Aikin,  Esq.,  called  in  ; and  Examined. 

J(,mes  AVtin>  Escl*  358i.  Chairman .]  ARE  you  a Shipowner  residing  at  Liverpool  ?— Yes. 

358a.  Bave  you  petitioned  The  House  respecting  the  lighthouse  dues?— Yes. 

35«3-  Do  you  know  what  proportion  of  lighthouse  dues  Liverpool  pavs  to  the 
who  e light  dues  m the  United  Kingdom  ?— I have  not  the  return  before  me,  but 
I believe  the  payment  made  for  the  Irish  lights  exceeds  one-half  of  the  whole  of 
tie  sum  paid  in  respect  of  those  lights.  We  pay  75,000/.  per  annum,  which  is 
considerably  more  than  one-fifth  of  all  the  light  dues  of  the  United  Kingdom. 

3584.  There 
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3584.  There  have  been  two  petitions  sent  from  Liverpool ; by  whom  were  those  Jams  Aikin,  Esq. 

petitions  signed  ? — One  petition  came  from  the  Shipowners’  Association,  signed 

by  the  chairman  and  deputy-chairman,  for  which  Mr.  Chapman  will  appear.  I 9 June  1845. 
appear  for  the  more  general  petition,  signed  by  all  the  leading  firms  of  the  town. 

The  first  signature  is  that  of  the  chairman  of  the  committee  of  underwriters  ; and 
most  of  the  leading  merchants  and  shipowners  of  the  town  have  signed  it. 

3585.  Can  you  state  what  proportion  of  the  shipowners,  in  point  of  fact,  have 
signed  it? — I should  say  nearly  all,  at  least  three-fourths;  I did  not  meet  with 
a single  exception  ; there  was  not  one  firm  who  objected  to  sign- 

3586.  For  how  many  years  have  complaints  against  the  light  dues  been  made? 

—I  am  sorry  to  say  a very  great  amount  of  ignorance  exists  on  the  subject  of  lights. 

People  complained  of  the  amount,  but  until  the  Committees  sat  in  1822,  and 
subsequently  in  1834,  which  gave  more  information  than  was  possessed  before, 
people  were  not  at  all  aware  that  any  sum  of  money  was  levied  for  lights  greater 
than  was  expended  in  the  maintaining  of  them  ; but  as  soon  as  it  was  known  that 
a portion  was  applied  to  charitable  and  other  objects,  the  objection  became 
general  amongst  all  those  who  knew  of  the  misapplication  of  the  funds. 

3587.  Mr.  Somes.]  You  have  stated  that  the  Liverpool  shipping  pays  75^000 1. 
to  the  light  dues  annually? — Yes. 

3588.  Do  you  mean  to  say  that  that  amount  is  paid  by  ships  belonging  to 
Liverpool  ? — By  all  the  ships  that  enter  the  port. 

3589.  Not  by  the  shipping  of  Liverpool  alone? — No  ; by  the  trade  of  Liver- 
pool. 

3590.  Chairman.']  Are  the  complaints  against  the  amount  levied  general  ? — 

They  are. 

3591-  What  is  the  nature  of  those  complaints? — Complaints  as  to  the  amount, 
in  the  first  instance,  and  next  as  to  the  misapplication  of  the  funds  so  collected. 

3592.  The  misapplication  you  allude  to  is  appropriating  the  surplus  to  cha- 
ritable purposes  ? — Being  applied  to  charitable  and  other  purposes. 

3593-  What  other  purposes  is  it  applied  to?— That  will  be  answered  better  by 
the  returns  before  the  Committee.  I may  state  that  we  object  to  any  payment 
for  lights  other  than  is  expended  for  the  lights  themselves  ; we  object  to  any  por- 
tion being  applied  to  charitable  or  any  other  purposes. 

3594-  Mr.  iSowes.]  You  stated  there  were  other  purposes;  can  you  state  what 
they  are  ?— There  are  such  things  as  entertainments  by  the  Trinity  House,  and 
other  expenses.  We  object  generally  to  its  being  applied  to  any  other  purposes 
than  the  lights  themselves. 


3595*  Chairman .]  You  mean  that  the  establishment  at  Tower  Hill  is  too  ex- 
pensive, in  your  opinion,  for  the  object  ? — It  is. 

3596.  Mr.  Somes.]  Do  you  mean  only  so  far  as  the  dinners  go  ? — I apply  the 
answer  to  the  general  expenditure  of  the  establishment ; the  dinners  probably  do 
not  amount  to  much,  but  it  is  part  of  the  misapplication. 

3597*  Chairman.]  If  money  is  to  be  expended  for  charitable  purposes,  you  do 
not  object  to  that  being  raised,  but  you  object  to  the  light  dues  being  applied  for 
that  purpose  ? — I say,  if  money  is  to  be  raised  for  charitable  or  any  other  pur- 
poses, it  ought  to  be  openly  and  specifically  done,  and  the  class  for  whose  benefit 
it  is  raised  ought  to  he  known,  so  that  the  parties  entitled  might  have  an  oppor- 
tunity of  applying  for  it. 

359s-  Lo  you  think  generally  that  shipowners  object  to  any  fund  being  raised 
for  the  support  of  poor  and  decayed  seamen  ?— I have  not  met  with  an  instance 
among  shipowners  where  they  knew  that  a portion  was  applied  to  charitable  pur- 
poses out  of  the  light  dues  who  did  not  object  to  it,  and  strongly. 

3599-  But:  do  you  think  they  would  have  any  objection  to  being  taxed  for 

adtable  purposes  if  it  was  made  separate  and  distinct  from  the  light  clues? — 
1 shall  not  venture  to  take  upon  myself  to  say  what  the  opinion  of  the  shipowners 
generally  might  be;  individually,  I would  not  object  to  a tax  to  increase  the  Sea- 
men s Hospital  Fund. 


3600.  Mr.  Noiwes.]  Do  you  think,  generally  speaking,  there  would  he  any 
0 ijection  on  the  part  of  the  shipowners  to  have  a tax  levied  on  them  to  be  appro- 
priated to  decayed  seamen  ? — Individually  speaking,  I would  not  object  to  con- 
nbute  a portion  to  increase  the  fund  for  the  Seamen’s  Hospital. 
fi01’  beyond  you  would  object? — Yes. 

3602.  You  state  that  as  your  own  individual  opinion  ? — Yes. 

°-36<  e 12  4 3603.  Has 
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James  Aikin , Esq. 


9 June  1845. 


3603.  Has  the  subject  been  discussed  at  any  public  meeting  at  Liverpool? 
— No. 

3604.  In  what  state  is  the  shipping-  interest  at  present  ? — It  is  in  a very  de- 
pressed state,  and  has  been  so  for  several  years.  I suppose  it  has  been  more 
depressed  than  any  other  interest  in  the  empire. 

3605.  Do  you  mean  that  the  profits  upon  the  capital  invested  in  shipping  have 
been  low? — Yes;  in  many  instances  worse  than  nil. 

3606.  You  mean  to  say  ships  have  been  losing  on  their  voyages  generally 
during  the  last  two  or  three  years? — Yes,  during  the  last  two  or  three  years- 
looking-  at  the  interest  of  the  money,  the  rate  of  insurance,  anti  the  wear  and  tear 
I am  satisfied  my  ships  generally  have  lost  money. 

3607.  Has  not  the  shipping  belonging  to  Liverpool  increased  very  much  of  late 
years  ? — Yes,  there  has  been  an  increase. 

3608.  If  it  has  been  a losing  trade,  how  do  you  account  for  the  increase?— It 
does  appear  anomalous;  but  those  who  have  got  building  establishments,  with 
apprentices  find  stock  in  hand,  will  continue  to  keep  those  apprentices  employed, 
and  build  ships,  which  they  really  have  neither  the  means  of  selling  or  sailing  to 
advantage ; they  do  so  because  they  are  embarked  in  the  trade,  and  they  follow 
it  out  in  expectation  of  improvement. 

3609.  Where  are  the  ships  principally  built  belonging  to  Liverpool  ?— Many 
of  them  in  Liverpool,  and  many  of  those  engaged  in  the  United  States  and  North 
American  trade  are  built  in  the  colonies  of  New'  Brunswick  and  Canada. 

3610.  Aie  you  aware  of  the  quantity  of  tonnage  built  annually  at  Liverpool?— 
I am  not. 

361 1.  Are  there  10  ships  a year  built  there? — Yes. 

3612.  Are  there  20  of  all  sizes? — Yes. 

3613.  Not  coasting  vessels,  but  foreign  traders? — I have  not  seen  any  return, 
and  I cannot  speak,  of  my  own  knowledge,  to  the  precise  number. 

3614.  You  have  been  a resident  of  Liverpool  for  some  years? — Yes. 

3615.  Chairman .]  Freights  have  been  low  within  the  last  three  or  four  years; 
are  they  low  now '( — V ery  low. 

3616.  If  shipping  has  been  so  unprofitable,  why  have  shipowners  been  so 
quiet  with  such  heavy  dues  as  they  now  pay  for  lights  and  pilotage  ? — I believe  if 
it  was  generally  known  that  this  Committee  was  sitting,  and  that  any  portion  of 
the  light  dues  is  applied  to  charitable  purposes,  other  than  the  lights  themselves, 
there  would  be  one  universal  objection  in  every  port  of  the  kingdom. 

^ 3617.  Is  it  not  known  that  there  are  seamen  residing  in  almost  everv  port  io  the 
kingdom  receiving  charitable  allowances  from  the  Trinity  House? — It  is  known 
that  small  sums  are  doled  out,  but  I do  not  think  it  is  generally  known  how  the 
fund  is  raised. 

361  8.  Do  you  consider  the  objection  to  their  application  to  charitable  purposes 
has  become  of  late  years  greater,  in  consequence  of  the  trade  being  less  profitable? 
— No  doubt  that  lias  called  greater  attention  to  the  items  of  our  expenditure. 

3619.  Were  the  opinions  ot  those  who  signed  the  petition  general  and  uniform 
against  that  appropriation? — Certainly. 

3620.  Are  you  able  to  state,  upon  the  average,  what  proportion  or  per-centage 
of  the  freight  the  light  dues  amount  to?  — I can  give  the  Committee  a pretty 
accurate  notion.  Taking,  for  instance,  the  ships  trading  to  the  United  States 
and  the  North  American  colonies,  the  average  freights  will  amount  to  about  50s. 
per  register  ton,  and  the  lights  upon  those  voyages,  amounting  to  1 3 </.  or  13  idn 
will  be  from  two  to  two  and  a half  per  cent,  upon  the  gross  earnings  of  the  ships  so 
employed. 

3621.  Upon  the  voyage  out  and  home  ? — The  freights  are  principally  upon  the 
homeward  voyage,  as  vessels  frequently  go  out  in  ballast. 

3622.  Do  you  apply  your  observations  simply  to  the  North  American  trade,  or 
is  it  applicable  to  the  South  American  and  other  trades  ? — Yes  ; on  long  voyages 
where  the  freights  are  higher,  the  per-centage  expense  will  appear  to  be  small;  but 
on  shorter  voyages  the  per-centage  expense  is  much  greater  ; such  as  voyages  to 
the  Baltic,  the  coast  of  Portugal,  and  the  Mediterranean. 

3623.  You  are  a shipowner  yourself  at  present  ? — Yes,  extensively. 

3.624.  Are  you  able  to  state  what  per-centage  on  the  net  profits  of  shipping  the 
light  dues  have  borne  during  the  last  two  or  three  years  ? — Upon  the  net  profits  it 
would  assume  a very  large  per-centage  indeed,  seeing  that  in  many  instances  we 
have  had  little  or  no  profit.  Interesi  on  the  money  invested,  and  a fair  allowance 
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for  wear  and  tear,  would  require  at  least  12  % or  15  per  cent.,  and  the  rates  for 
lights  are  equal  to  one-fifth  or  one-sixth  of  such  amount. 

3625.  Have  you  any  knowledge  of  what  the  profits  upon  American  and  other 
foreign  shipping  trading  to  Liverpool  have  been  ? — The  profits  upon  shipping  in 
the  United  States,  I am  told,  are  now  very  small ; they  have  some  advantages 
over  us  : they  get  a good  deal  of  passage  money,  and  get  a preference  in  carrying 
goods  outwards ; but,  notwithstanding,  the  shipping  interest  of  America  is  also 
a very  bad  investment.  It  is  a fact  that  the  tonnage  in  the  United  States  has 
decreased  of  late. 

3626.  Are  you  aware  that  the  Committee  of  1834  recommended  that  no  more 
light  dues  should  be  applied  to  charitable  purposes,  and  recommended  also  a 
reduction  so  far  as  possible  in  the  light  dues  r — I am  aware  of  that,  and  I am 
quite  sure  there  has  been  very  great  disappointment  that  their  recommendation 
has  not  been  carried  out. 

3627.  Have  there  been  any  applications  to  the  Government  or  the  Parliament 
since  then  in  consequence  ?— No ; lam  not  aware  that  any  applications  have 
been  made  until  now. 

3628.  How  do  you  account  for  these  objections  being  now  taken  by  shipowners, 
as  they  have  been  quiet  for  ten  years? — Because  they  have  been  made  aware  of 
the  fact  that  this  Committee  was  sitting,  and  they  have  availed  themselves  of  the 
opportunity  of  making  the  present  move. 

3629.  Are  you  aware  that  ships  of  the  navy  are  not  charged  for  light  dues  ? 
— Yes,  I am  ; ships  of  the  navy,  gentlemen’s  yachts,  and  all  vessels  passing  up 
and  down  Channel  without  putting  into  port,  escape  the  payment  of  the  light 
dues,  although  they  have  the  same  benefit  as  the  commercial  marine. 

3630.  Does  that  enable  foreign  vessels  to  compete  better  with  English  ships 
than  otherwise  they  would  do  ? — No  doubt  it  would  have  that  effect. 

3631.  If  the  Government  were  to  assume  the  payment  of  the  lights  what 
advantages  would  that  give  you  ? — The  advantages  would  be  great  in  proportion 
to  the  net  earnings  of  the  voyage,  while  the  expense  to  the  Government  would  be 
comparatively  small. 

3632.  Are  you  aware  in  what  way  the  funds  are  raised  for  the  maintaining  the 
lights  in  other  countries  ? — In  the  United  States  there  is  no  charge  for  light  dues. 
In  France  there  is  no  specific  charge.  There  is  a charge  made' per  ton  for  har- 
bour dues  and  other  purposes,  part  of  which  may  be  spent  in  lights,  but  they 
have  no  specific  charge  for  lights  ; nor  is  there,  I believe,  in  Russia. 

3633.  Mr.  Grogan .]  Do  you  know  the  average  rate  charged  in  France  per 
ton  r — I think  about  a franc  a ton  covers  all  the  expenses  j about  9 cl.  or  10  cl. 
a ton. 

3634.  That  includes  lights  and  other  harbour  dues? — Yes. 

3635.  Mr.  Mitcalfe.']  Will  you  explain  why,  with  a losing  trade,  you  continue 
to  build  more  ships?— As  I have  stated,  it  does  appear  an  anomaly,  but  I have 
already  explained  the  reason.  I may  take  this  opportunity  of  stating,  that  I think 
there  is  not  half  of  the  tonnage  built  and  registered  now  as  compared  with  previ- 
ous years. 

3636.  Mr.  Yowtes.]  How  many  building  establishments  are  there  in  Liverpool  ? 
— We  have  above  a dozen,  but  some  of  them  have  been  devoted  very  much  of  late 
to  the  building  of  iron  steamers. 

3637.  Can  you  state  the  greatest  number  of  ships  built  in  Liverpool  in  any 
one  year? — No,  I have  never  seen  any  return. 

3638-  Chairman.~\  Has  the  price  of  materials  used  in  ship  building  decreased 
lately  ? — There  has  been  a considerable  decrease  lately. 

3639.  What  effect  will  that  have  upon  ships  built  now  compared  with  ten  years 

a£?  ?“The  inducement  to  build  ships  from  the  decrease  of  the  costs  of  the  ma- 
terials is  small  compared  with  what  it  would  be  if  we  had  a profitable  employment 
for  them.  v J 

3640.  Do  mercantile  houses  in  Liverpool  become  owners  or  part  owners  for  the 
purposes  of  their  trade? — Yes,  very  generally. 

3641  • Mr.  Mitcajfe.]  You  have  stated  every  shipowner  ought  to  receive  a 
return  of  12£  per  cent,  to  cover  interest,  and  wear  and  tear;  have  vessels 
generally  yielded  that  within  the  last  four  years  ? — I am  sorry  to  say  that  many 
of  my  own  ships  have  not ; they  have  lost  money,  instead  of  having  anything  to 
carry  to  the  credit  of  the  account. 
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3642.  Are  there  not  very  serious  complaints  made  by  the  agricultural  interest 
upon  the  low  price  of  corn? — Yes. 

3643.  And  have  you  not  known  that  they  have  continued  to  plough  their  fields 
notwithstanding  ? — Yes. 

3644.  And  iu  the  same  way,  do  you  consider  that  a man  engaged  in  business 
cannot  withdraw  from  it,  although  it  continues  for  a time  unprofitable? — Yes  • 
they  must  persevere  to  a certain  extent. 

3645.  That  must  be  the  case  in  one  pursuit  or  another,  where  an  establishment 
exists  ? — Yes ; and  there  is  generally  a hope  of  improvement. 

3646.  Chairman .]  You  say  if  the  Government  was  to  assume  the  charge  of 
the  lights,  as  you  think  they  ought  to  do,  with  their  existing  establishments  and 
arrangements,  what  reduction  would  take  place  in  the  expense  of  the  lights  ?— 
Already  they  have  arrangements  at  the  Admiralty : they  have  the  hydrographer 
and  others  to  look  after  all  the  estuaries  and  harbours  in  the  kingdom ; and 
looking  at  the  existing  establishments  under  Government,  I think  they  could 
undertake  the  superintendence  of  the  lights  without  materially  adding  to  the 
expense  of  such  establishments ; the  expense  chiefly  would  be  confined  to  the 
consumption  of  oil,  and  other  materials  for  the  lights,  all  which  might  be  done 
for  very  little  more  than  100,000/.  a year. 

3647.  Do  you  consider  the  Government  could  form  a better  Board  than 
the  Trinity  House  Board  at  present  is  ? — Unquestionably : I have  no  doubt 
of  it. 

3648.  Upon  what  grounds  do  you  think  so  ? — I have  no  doubt  that  the  hydro- 
grapher, with  one  or  two  members  of  the  Admiralty  or  the  Board  of  Trade, 
would  form  an  efficient  Board.  The  hydrographer  and  two  or  three  others 
constituting  a Government  Board,  devoting  continuous  attention  to  the  subject, 
would  not  only  carry  on  the  present  system,  but  would  be  able  to  devise  various 
improvements. 

3649.  They  might  not  only  be  able  to  devise  improvements  as  to  the  lights 
themselves,  hut  be  able  to  effect  a saving  in  the  expenditure? — I have  no  doubt 
they  would. 

3650.  Do  you  consider  that  a Government  establishment  is  always  the  best  ? — 
1 am  not  in  favour,  generally,  of  centralizing  management  in  Government  Boards; 
but  upon  a subject  of  such  national  importance  as  lights,  I believe  centralization 
to  be  necessary,  so  as  to  secure  something  like  system,  uniformity,  and  economy 
in  the  management. 

3651 . By  centralization,  do  you  mean  a union  of  the  English,  Scotch,  and  Irish 
lights  under  one  Board,  and  one  management? — Yes. 

3652.  Have  you  found  any  inconvenience  arising  from  the  present  tripartite 
government  of  the  lights  ? — It  is  less  now  than  formerly,  inasmuch  as  we  are  saved 
the  necessity  and  annoyance  of  having  to  pay  through  various  collectors,  but  it 
materially  enhances  the  general  expense. 

3653.  Since  that  period,  there  has  been  a table  at  every  custom-house  by  which 
you  can  know  the  amount  to  be  paid  from  port  to  port,  has  there  not?— Yes; 
but  it  does  not  show  what  is  paid  for  each  light. 

3654.  Do  you  consider  that  if  the  light  dues  continue  to  be  levied,  each 
table  ought  to  show  the  number  of  lights  passed,  and  the  charge  for  each?— 
Certainly. 

3655.  You  do  not  think  the  purpose  is  answered  by  the  general  table  printed, 
and  in  every  custom-house? — There  is  a printed  list,  but  the  charge  for  each  light 
is  not  shown. 

3656.  Can  you  state  whether  any  other  advantages  would  be  derived  from  cen- 
tralizing, and  placing  the  whole  management  of  the  lights  under  one  Board  ?— 
I have  already  stated  there  would  be  an  advantage  in  having  such  an  officer 
as  the  hydrographer,  who  already  pays  attention  to  the  harbours  of  the  kingdom, 
paying  continuous  attention  to  the  subject  of  lights.  It  has  frequently  occurred 
to  nie  that  lights  might  be  made  more  distinguishable  from  each  other  than  they 
are.  It  was  my  duty  at  one  time  to  attend  one  or  two  shipwrecks  which  occurred 
in  consequence  of  the  ships  mistaking  one  light  for  another,  At  that  time  Bardsey 
Light  had  two  vertical  lights ; one  being  steady,  the  other  flashing ; the  steady 
light  not  being  so  strong  as  the  flashing  light,  the  flashing  light  was  seen  when  the 
steady  light  was  not ; the  consequence  was,  the  ship  mistook  Bardsey  for  Tuskar, 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


SELECT  COMMITTEE  ON  LIGHTHOUSES. 


227 


and  shaped  a mid-channel  course  into  Cardigan  Bay;  that  was  the  cause  of  the 
loss  of  two  ships.  Now  Bardsey  is  one  strong  steady  light,  and,  I believe,  a very 
good  one. 

3657.  Are  both  of  these  lights  under  the  Trinity  House  ?—  No  ; Bardsey  is 
under  the  Trinity  House.  Tuskar  being  on  the  coast  of  Ireland,  is  under  the 
Ballast  Board.  It  occurred  to  me,  that  all  the  lights  upon  one  side  should  be 
steady,  and  on  the  other  side  of  the  Channel  flashing  or  revolving ; and  that  the 
flashing  lights  might  be  distinguished  from  each  other  by,  for  instance,  making 
Cape  Clear,  No.  1,  to  flash  in  10  seconds;  No.  2,  in  20  seconds;  No.  3,  in 
30  seconds,  and  so  all  the  way  up  Channel.  To  these  suggestions  of  mine, 
objections  are  made  ; I merely  threw  it  out,  believing  that  scientific  people  might 
adopt  such  a system  with  advantage. 

3658.  Do  you  think  these  and  other  improvements  of  the  lights  would  be  more 
likely  to  take  place  if  the  whole  of  the  lights  of  the  United  Kingdom  were  under 
one  Board,  instead  of  being,  as  they  now  are,  under  three  ? — I have  no  doubt  of 
it ; at  the  same  time  it  is  but  due  to  them  to  state,  that  the  lights  in  themselves 
are  now  exceedingly  good,  although  I think  under  a Government  Board  they 
might  be  made  still  better. 

3659.  Do  you  consider  that  the  Trinity  House  could  manage  the  whole  as  well 
as  any  Board  under  Government  ? — I cannot  imagine  how  they  could  ; I think  a 
Government  Board  would  manage  them  better. 

3660.  Because  you  think  the  assistance  of  the  hydrographer  and  the  Admiralty 
surveyors  would  be  great  advantages  ? — Yes,  and  by  giving  continuous  attention 
to  the  subject. 

3661.  You  stated  that  two  shipwrecks  took  place  from  being  unable  to  distin- 
guish the  lights ; do  you  think  shipwrecks  often  take  place  from  that  cause  ?— 
I have  no  doubt  of  it. 

3662.  In  your  opinion,  then,  the  lights  are  not  so  efficient,  on  the  whole,  as 
they  might  be  under  better  management  ? — It  would  perhaps  be  wrong  to  go  to 
that  extent.  I think  the  lights  are  exceedingly  good  just  now  ; in  a hazy  night  a 
light  may  be  seen  only  for  a moment,  and  an  error  on  the  part  of  the  ship°mav- 
occur  without  any  fault  in  the  light  itself,  but  by  adopting  some  plan  such  as  I 
have  thrown  out,  the  lights  might  be  made  more  efficient. 

3663.  You  have  stated  that  you  think  the  Government  ought  to  assume  the 
charge  of  the  lights  as  a national  expenditure? — I think  so. 

3664.  Suppose  the  Government  will  not  undertake  it,  do  you  consider  the 
Trinity  Corporation  is  the  best  Board,  or  would  you  suggest  any  other? — If  the 
Government  will  not  agree  to  take  charge  of  the  lights,  and  pay  the  expense  of 
the  management,  I would  rather  see  the  whole  under  one  Board,  and  I do  not 
know  of  any  better  Board  for  the  purpose  than  the  Trinity  House,  seeing  that  they 
have  devoted  their  time  and  attention  to  it.  I would  much  rather  see  it  under  the 
Trinity  Board  than  divided,  as  it  is  at  present,  between  them,  the  Ballast-office  in 
Dublin,  and  the  Northern  Commissioners  at  Edinburgh. 

3665*  Have  you  considered  whether  the  amount  necessary  for  maintaining  the 
lights  might  not  be  raised  by  a rate  upon  the  registered  tonnage? — Yes  ; nothin^ 
could  be  more  easy.  & 

3666.  Has  that  been  considered  at  any  meeting  in  Liverpool? — There  has  been 
no  public  meeting  in  Liverpool  to  consider  the  subject,  and  people  have  not  paid 
much  attention  to  it  generally.  It  has  occurred  to  my  mind,  that  a simple  rate 
per  annum  on  the  registered  tonnage  would  be  a great  improvement.  In  the  first 
place,  people  would  know  what  they  had  to  pay;  and  to  vessels  making  short 
voyages,  particularly  in  the  coasting  trade,  it  would  be  a very  great  relief.  To 
myself,  having  ships  principally  engaged  upon  long  voyages,  to  the  East  Indies 
and  elsewhere,  the  difference  would  not  be  great;  but  the  relief,  generally 
speaking,  would  be  considerable. 

3^67*  Ho  you  consider  the  coasting  trade  is  in  more  need  of  relief  than 
others  r I do  not  see  that.  I question  very  much  whether  some  of  the  coasters 
are  not  making  more  profit  than  vessels  in  the  foreign  trade  ; but  seeing  they  are 
all  necessary  to  the  feeding  of  our  trade  to  foreign  ports,  I believe  a boon  to  the 
coasters  would  be  a boon  to  our  general  trade. 

. 3668.  Will  not  the  extensive  scale  upon  which  railroads  are  now  progressing 
interfere,  in  some  measure,  with  the  coasting  trade  ? — No  doubt  it  will  interfere 
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to  a certain  extent,  but,  I think,  not  very  materially.  The  tonnage  in  ou 
coasting  trade  is  increasing;  and,  looking  at  the  amount  of  work  done  with  the 
same  amount  of  tonnage,  the  increase  of  that  trade  will  be  much  greater  than  the 
amount  of  tonnage  would  show. 

3669.  Would  you  as  a shipowner  be  willing  to  pay  your  quota  to  a tonnaoe 
rate  for  maintaining  the  lights,  instead  of  paying,  as  you  now  do,  on  separate 
voyages  ? — I should  prefer  it. 

3670.  If  the  light  dues  should  be  continued,  do  you  not  consider  it  right  that 
the  navy  should  pay  upon  their  tonnage  in  proportion  to  that  of  the  mercantile 
navy  ? — Certainly  they  ought. 

3671.  Do  you  know  the  amount  of  the  registered  tonnage  of  the  United 
Kingdom  ? — Yes;  it  exceeds  three  millions  of  tons  ; so  that  1 s.  a ton  would  give 
150,000/.  per  annum,  which  I should  think  amply  sufficient  to  maintain  the 
lights. 

3672.  Chairman .]  You  would  prefer  paying  is.  a ton  to  the  present  system? 
— Certainly  I would. 

3673.  Mr.  Duncan .]  Do  you  consider  it  would  be  a very  great  boon  to  the 
shipping  was  a charge  of  that  description  substituted  for  the  present  system  ?—It 
would  be  a great  boon  to  vessels  making  short  voyages  and  to  steam-boats- 
it  would  be  no  great  boon  to  ships  making  long  voyages,  to  the  East  Indies  for 
example ; but  it  would  be  more  simple,  and  altogether  more  desirable. 

3674.  Would  it  not  be  a great  boon  to  the  whole  shipping  interest  of  this 
country  was  there  a tonnage  rate  in  place  of  the  dues  paid  for  lights  now  ? — Taking 
the  whole,  there  is  no  question  about  it. 

3675.  Mr.  Mitcalfe .]  Upon  a vessel  from  Dundee  to  London  making  a voyage 
a week,  the  rate  of  tonnage  being  6 d.  a ton  each  voyage,  how  much  would  that 
come  to  per  annum? — It  comes  to  26  s.  per  ton  per  annum;  my  shipping  are 
chiefly  engaged  in  the  foreign  trade,  but  I must  say  it  is  quite  monstrous  to  make 
steamers  going  from  port  to  port  in  the  daytime,  consequently  not  requiring  so 
much  the  use  of  the  lights,  to  make  them  pay  as  much  as  those  to  whom  the  use 
of  the  lights  is  so  much  more  necessary- 

3676.  Can  you  state  whether  the  light  dues  are  injurious  in  any  way  to  the 
coasting  trade,  or  the  commerce  of  the  country  generally,  from  the  way  in  which 
they  are  now  levied  ? — When  I spoke  of  the  rate  for  lights  amounting  to  two  per 
cent,  on  the  gross  earnings  of  ships  in  the  foreign  trade,  to  vessels  making  short 
voyages  in  the  coasting  trade  generally,  the  per-centage  is  very  large. 

3677.  Are  you  aware  of  any  other  inconvenience  attending  the  charge? — No; 
the  money  part  of  it  is  the  principal  objection. 

367S.  Vessels  being  obliged  to  pay  the  whole  of  the  light  dues,  though  they 
have  only  a few  tons  of  cargo ; does  that  prevent  a great  deal  of  the  coasting 
trade  which  would  go  on  if  vessels  could  take  what  proportion  they  pleased  r— No 
doubt  it  would  enable  vessels  to  take  small  quantities  of  goods. 

3679.  And  are  not  the  ports  to  which  such  vessels  go  obliged  to  be  without 
these  small  portions  of  cargo  which  they  would  otherwise  have,  because  the  vessel 
cannot  get  a full  cargo  ? — Yes,  that  must  be  so. 

3680.  And  does  that  operate  upon  the  coasting  trade  of  the  country  heavily?— 
Yes. 

3681.  And  will  not  that  tend  to  withdraw  some  quantities  of  goods  from  the 
vessels  to  the  railroads  ? — It  will  have  that  tendency. 

3682.  Mr.  Grogan .]  When  you  express  a very  strong  opinion  in  favour  of  a 
tonnage  rate,  including  ships  in  the  foreign  trade,  are  you  expressing  your  own 
opinion,  or  the  opinion  of  shipowners  generally  ? — I could  not  with  propriety  take 
on  myself  to  speak  on  behalf  of  shipowners  generally ; but,  so  fur  as  1 know,  that 
mode  would  be  preferred. 

3683.  And  you  think  is.  a ton  would  be  sufficient? — Yes;  the  whole  tonnage 
of  the  country  being  about  3,000,000,  not  including  ships  under  50  tons. 

3684.  Chairman .]  Have  you  not  local  lights  at  Liverpool  ? — We  have. 

3685.  By  whom  are  they  managed? — By  the  Dock  Committee. 

3686.  Under  Act  of  Parliament  ? — Yes. 

3687.  Are  not  different  committees  appointed  by  the  Board  for  the  purpose  of 
carrying  on  its  various  duties? — Yes;  the  general  committee  divides  itself  into 

sub-committees 
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sub-committees  for  the  various  duties  required.  The  marine  committee  takes 
that  part  of  the  duty  relating  to  lights. 

3688.  And  of  whom  does  the  marine  committee  consist ; are  they  shipowners 
or  merchants, • or  of  what  class? — Both  merchants,  shipowners,  retired  ship- 
masters. 

3689.  How  many  local  lights  are  there,  fixed  and  floating? — "VVe  have  six 
shore  lights  and  three  floating  lights. 

3690.  How  are  they  charged  upon  the  shipping  ?— ' They  are  charged  at  so 
much  per  ton. 

3691.  Are  they  charged  separately,  or  included  in  the  other  dock  dues? — 
There  is  a separate  account  kept,  but  they  are  paid  at  one  and  the  same  time. 

3692.  Have  you  any  separate  receipts  for  them  r — No. 

3693.  The  light  dues  form  an  item  in  the  dock  dues  ? — Yes. 

3694.  Have  you  had  any  of  your  floating  lights  break  adrift  at  any  time  ?— 
Only  upon  one  occasion  ; that  was  six  years  ago. 

3695.  What  was  the  consequence  ; was  there  any  loss  attending  that? — Yes; 
she  broke  away  from  her  moorings,  and  there  was  considerable  loss  of  life  in  con- 
sequence. 

3696.  Has  she  never  broke  away  but  once  ? — Never ; the  chains  may  have 
given  way,  but  there  was  only  that  one  instance  where  she  was  driven  away  from 
her  station. 

3697.  Have  there  been  any  other  occasions  on  which  she  has  broken  loose  ? — 
Her  chains  have  broken,  but  by  letting  go  another  anchor  she  has  been  brought 
up ; so  that  only  in  that  one  instance  was  she  ever  driven  away  from  her  station. 

3698.  By  whom  are  the  mooring-chains  purchased? — They  are  purchased 
under  the  superintendence  of  the  committee. 

3699.  Js  it  usual  to  prove  the  chains  before  they  are  used  ? — Invariably. 

3700.  Were  these  chains  proved  that  were  in  use  at  the  time  the  floating  light- 
vessel  broke  adrift  ? — I was  not  on  the  committee  at  the  time,  but  I have  no  doubt 
they  were. 

3701.  Mr.  Somes,"]  Were  you  on  the  committee  in  1834? — I was  not. 

3702.  How  long  have  you  been  on  the  committee  ? — I have  been  on  the  com- 
mittee for  the  last  four  or  five  years. 

3703.  You  never  was  on  the  committee  before  ?— Not  before  the  last  four  or 
five  years. 

3704.  How  do  you  obtain  the  chains;  is  it  by  contract  or  tender,  or  in  what 
way?— By  both;  the  greatest  pains  are  taken  to  obtain  chains  of  the  very  best 
quality  ; the  expense  is  never  the  question,  but  invariably  the  quality. 

37°5-  It  has  been  stated  that  the  committee  objected  to  paying  the  best  price 
for  the  best  chains,  and  that  employing  inferior  chains  was  the  cause  of  the  drift- 
ing of  the  light-vessel,  and  consequent  loss  of  life  ? — -That  could  not  be  so  ; I was 
not  upon  the  committee  at  the  time,  but  from  what  has  taken  place  invariably 
since  I have  been  on  the  committee,  I can  give  it  the  most  decided  con- 
tradiction. 

3706.  Then  are  we  to  understand,  since  you  have  been  upon  the  committee,  no 
pains  have  been  spared  in  obtaining  the  best  material  for  the  purpose? — Certainly 

37^7*  Mr.  Duncan.]  You  stated  that  the  lights  under  the  Trinity  House  were 
exceedingly  good,  but,  in  your  opinion,  if  they  were  under  a Government  Board, 
they  might  be  improved  ; will  you  state  to  the  Committee  what  improvements  you 
■would  suggest  ? No  others  than  those  I have  already  stated  as  a merchant  and 
a shipowner,  without  any  pretensions  to  scientific  knowledge. 

3708.  Mr.  Somes.]  You  have  stated  that  the  lights  could  be  better  managed 
UI?  ei  t‘le  Government  than  under  the  Trinity  Board  ; have  you  any  fault  to  find 
with  the  management  of  the  lights,  buoys,  and  beacons  by  the  Trinity  Board  ? — 

e have  our  own  buoys  and  beacons.  The  lights,  I have  already  stated,  in  St. 

eorge  s Channel,  are  exceedingly  good  ; so  far  I have  no  fault  to  find  ; but  I 
nave  no  doubt  if  they  were  put  under  a Government  Board  they  might  be  made 
still  better. 

3709-  Still  you  have  no  fault  to  find  with  them  ? — I have  already  mentioned 
°*3°*  FF3  instances 
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instances  where  vessels  have  mistaken  one  light  for  another,  and  shipwreck  has 
been  the  consequence. 

3710.  Do  you  mean  to  say,  if  the  lights  were  under  the  direction  of  the 
Admiralty  it  would  have  prevented  a loss  of  that  kind  ? — I think  they  mi<rht  make 
the  lights  more  distinguishable. 

3711.  Have  you  ever  represented  to  the  Trinity  Corporation  that  the  licrhts  in 
St.  George’s  Channel  required  improvement? — I have  not;  my  desire  is  to°relieve 
that  Board  from  those  duties. 

3712.  Chairman.']  Can  you  give  us  any  account  of  the  charges  for  maintaining 
the  lights,  fixed  and  floating,  at  Liverpool,  for  the  last  five  or  six  years?-— 
Lieutenant  Lord,  our  surveyor,  will  furnish  the  Committee  with  the  precise  sums. 

37  .13.  Mr.  Somes.]  Was  any  representation  made  to  the  Board  of  management 
at  Liverpool  at  the  time  the  liglit-vessel  broke  adrift,  as  to  the  insufficiency  of  the 
chain  cables  ? — I have  already  stated  I was  not  a member  of  the  committee  at  that 
time ; I have  no  doubt  that  inquiry  did  take  place  upon  the  subject. 

37 1 4.  Are  you  aware  that  Captain  Denham  has  represented  that  they  were 
inferior  cables,  and  used  without  being  tested  ? — I have  understood  that  Captain 
Denham  stated  before  this  Committee  that  the  cables  were  never  tested  except 
by  the  maker.  I believe  that  is  quite  opposite  to  the  fact. 

3715.  Chairman .]  Since  you  have  been  upon  the  committee,  you  can  speak 
from  your  own  knowledge  ? — Yes,  they  arc  tested  by  the  corporation  machine 
which  is  a public  testing  machine  kept  expressly  for  the  purpose. 

3716.  Mr.  Somes.]  Captain  Denham  said  that  only  a few  months  previous  to 
this  the  dock  committee  determined  to  take  the  mooring-chains  at  the  lowest 
tender  ; was  that  so  ? — I can  only  speak  from  my  own  knowledge,  and  I can  say 
it  is  the  very  opposite  of  the  fact  now,  our  practice  being  to  look  to  the  quality 
more  than  to  the  price  of  the  article. 

3717.  Are  you  aware  of  the  number  of  ships  built  at  Cumberland,  compared 
with  Liverpool  ? — No. 

3718.  Do  they  build  many  ships  in  the  Isle  of  Man? — Not  more  than  tw  or 
three  in  the  course  of  the  year. 

3719.  Chairman.]  Have  you  any  other  observations  to  make? — I should  wish 
to  state,  since  allusion  has  been  made  to  Liverpool,  that  I am  not  here  on  behalf 
of  the  dock  committee.  I come  here  as  a shipowner  and  merchant;  but  being  on 
the  dock  committee,  I may  state  that  we  have  surveyors  to  superintend  the  lights, 
and  the  whole  of  the  marine  department,  of  the  very  highest  character  and  capa- 
bility. We  have  Lieutenant  Lord  and  Mr.  Jones,  who  are  both  naval  officers, 
and  who  devote  their  exclusive  attention  to  the  subject,  and  I believe  nothing  can 
be  better  managed. 


Martis,  10°  die  Junii , 1845. 


MEMBERS  PRESENT. 

Sir  Howard  Douglas.  I Mr.  Hume. 

Mr.  Duncan.  Mr.  Mitcalfe. 

Mr.  Grogan.  j Mr.  Somes. 

JOSEPH  HUME,  Esq.  in  the  Chair. 


Henry  Cleaver  Chapman , Esquire,  called  in  ; and  Examined. 

3720.  Chairman.]  ARE  you  a Shipowner,  at  Liverpool  ?— Yes. 

3721.  How  long  have  you  been  a shipowner  ?— About  15  years. 

3722.  Were  you  at  sea  previously  ?— I was;  I commanded  a ship  for  sis 
voyages  to  India,  and  have  been  intimately  acquainted  with  shipping  matters 
for  the  last  25  years. 

3723.  Are 
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3723.  Are  you  now  a shipowner  and  manager  at  Liverpool? — I am. 

3724.  To  what  particular  part  of  the  world  do  your  ships  go  ? — To  the  East 
Indies  principally ; the  West  Coast  of  America,  the  United  States,  and  North 
America. 


3725.  Do  you  belong  to  any  association  in  Liverpool  ? — I am  one  of  the 
committee  of  the  Liverpool  Shipowners’  Association,  and  am  deputed  by  them 
to  represent  their  sentiments  upon  this  question. 

3726.  Have  you  petitioned  the  House  of  Commons,  and  stated  your  opinions 
therein? — We  have;  and  the  question  was  mooted  whether  we  should  go  for 
the  abolition  of  the  light  dues  altogether,  and  ask  Government  to  take  them  into 
their  own  hands ; and  it  was  decided  unanimously  that  we  were  quite  willin'.-  to 
pay  our  fair  proportion  for  the  construction  and  maintenance  of  the  lights,  but 
we  protested  as  strongly  as  possible  against  a surplus  fund  being  applied  by 
the  Trinity  House  to  charity,  and  the  manner  in  which  it  is  distributed. 

3727.  Was  that  petition  agreed  to  at  a public  meeting  of  the  association  ? 

At  a meeting  of  the  committee  of  the  association  ; and  at  the  same  time  they 
were  desirous  to  state  that  they  considered  the  Government  of  the  country 
has  never  acted  with  that  consideration  towards  the  shipping  interest  which  it 
deserved.  _ Since  the  making  of  the  reciprocity  treaties,  they  contend  that  the 
burden  which  they  had  to  bear  when  they  had  a monopoly,  as  it  were,  of  the 
general  trade  of  the  world,  when  that  monopoly  ceased  partially  and  the  reci- 
procity treaties  were  brought  into  operation,  the  burdens  which  pressed  most 
heavily  should  have  been  abolished ; among  others,  the  management  of  the 
lights  under  the  Corporation  of  Trinity  House.  We  then  considered  the  destiny 
of  the  Trinity  House  had  been  fulfilled.  J 

3728.  Are  we  to  understand  that  the  opinion  of  the  committee  is  that  all 
the  burdens  from  which  foreign  vessels  competing  with  you  abroad  have  been 
freed,  English  vessels  should  he  freed  from,  and  placed  in  the  same  situation  » 
— Precisely  so. 

3729.  You  are  aware  that  in  the  United  States,  Russia,  France,  and  other 
countries,  lighthouses  are  maintained  by  the  public  money  ? — I am  aware  that 
is  the  fact ; and  the  reason,  I apprehend,  is  this,  that  the  governments  of  those 
countries  do  all  they  possibly  can  to  encourage  the  mercantile  marine  of  each 
country. 


3730.  Are  you  aware  of  the  amount  of  the  surplus  light  dues  levied  by  the 
trinity  House  and  applied  annually  to  charitable  purposes?— I understand  it 
is  between  30,000  l.  and  40,000 1.  a year. 

^ *s  it  against  that  application  that  the  shipowners  protest? — Most 
decidedly ; and  very  strongly  indeed. 

3 73 2 • Will  you  state  in  what  way  the  burden  of  lighthouse  dues  presses 
heaviest  upon  the  stopping  interest  of  this  country  ?— The  competition  we  have 
to  contend  against  under  the  reciprocity  treaties,  and  the  burdens  we  labour 
under  are  so  great,  that  we  must  seek  for  relief  from  wherever  we  think  we 
have  a right  to  have  it  granted. 

3733-  Will  you  point  out  in  what  way  the  lighthouse  dues  press  heavily  or 
do  injury  to  the  shipping  interest  ?— They  are  part  of  the  burdens  we  have  to 
bear  m navigating  our  ships  ; they  form  a part,  with  our  apprentices,  and  all 
other  charges;  they  form  an  integral  portion  of  them,  and  they  are  oppres- 
sive because  much  more  is  levied  than  is  required  for  the  maintenance  of  the 
lights ; and  I think  the  expense  of  management  could,  under  a good  system 
and  under  a thoroughly  sweeping  reform,  be  very  much  reduced  indeed  and 
the  same  efficiency  maintained. 

3734-  With  regard  to  the  collection,  have  you  ever  paid  the  light  dues  vour- 

tbkT1-  ^ receives  them  at  Liverpool  ?— At  Liverpool  there  are 

til™!™147  hSjrian^  **5®  i??*  hghts  ; th<  Trinil7  UgLits  are  paid  at  the  Cus- 
tom-house,  and  the  Dock  lights  at  the  Dock-office. 

3735-  The  public  light  dues  are. paid  at  the  Custom-house? — Yes-  and  I 
conceive  the  collection  of  those  light  dues  might  be  made  at  every  custom- 
house m the  kingdom,  with  the  numerous  clerks  they  have,  without  any 

°'36-  extra 
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extra  charge,  when  the  ship  is  reported : the  receipt  should  accompany  the 
other  papers.  I do  not  see  that  the  collection  of  those  dues  ought  to  cost  any- 
thing, with  such  an  efficient  staff  as  they  have.  There  must  be  a custom-house 
at  every  port,  and  it  ought  to  be  part  and  parcel  of  the  duty  of  the  collectors 
at  each  custom-house,  or  some  of  their  subordinates,  to  collect  those  dues  free 
of  charge. 

3736.  Are  you  aware  that  the  sum  paid  for  collecting  the  light  dues  at 
Liverpool  exceeds  3,200  /.  per  annum  ? — Yes,  I am  aware  of  it,  and  it  is  a most 
fearful  thing  to  contemplate. 

3737.  Were  you  aware  of  that  circumstance  before  the  return  was  made  to 
this  Committee  ? — No,  I was  not. 

3738-9.  What  establishment  would  be  necessary  to  collect  the  light  dues  in 
Liverpool,  in  your  opinion? — I should  think  one  clerk  would  do  the  work; 
indeed  I do  not  think  one  additional  clerk  would  be  required.  I should  think 
it  might  be  done  in  the  same  department  in  which  they  receive  duties  upon 
goods  ; I do  not  see  why  they  should  not  be  paid  into  the  same  office. 

3740.  You  mean  that  light  dues  should  be  received  as  part  of  the  revenue, 
and  as  if  it  were  a matter  of  revenue?— Yes;  I do  not  think  they  would 
require  an  extra  clerk  at  all. 

3741.  Do  you  consider  the  accounts  which  are  kept  of  the  light  dues  are 
attended  with  any  inconvenience  to  the  shipping  ? — No,  I do  not  know  they 
are  any  inconvenience  at  all ; there  is  no  trouble  at  Liverpool,  so  far  as  that 
goes ; it  is  all  done  at  the  Custom-house. 

3742.  Do  your  captains  complain  of  any  difficulty  at  any  of  the  other  ports? 
— I have  not  heard  them  complain.  In  London  I know  it  is  done  by  the 
brokers’  clerks  ; it  is  the  broker’s  business,  and,  as  a matter  of  course, 
it  forms  a charge  against  the  shipowner,  but  he  finds  no  direct  inconvenience 
from  it. 

3743.  In  what  way  does  paying  light  dues  affect  you  as  a shipowner,  in 
trading  to  Rio  or  any  foreign  port,  compared  with  ships  sailing  from  the  Con- 
tinent to  the  same  place,  and  who  must  therefore  come  in  competition  with 
you  ? — If  a ship  is  going  from  Hamburgh  to  Bremen,  she  would  come  all  down 
our  coast  without  paying  a single  light,  unless  she  put  in  somewhere ; and 
upon  one  of  my  ships  sailing  from  Liverpool,  I should  have  to  pay  6 S d.  per 
ton;  which  upon  a 600-ton  ship  would  be  15  l.}  or  30  l.  in  all,  outward  and 
inward. 

3744.  You  would  have  to  pay  15  l.  before  you  sailed? — Yes. 

3745.  Then  a Bremener  or  a Swedish  vessel  coming  up  our  Channel,  would 
not  incur  that  expense  ? — Unless  she  put  into  a port  in  England. 

3746.  To  that  extent  they  gain  an  advantage  over  you  in  the  market  as 
competitors  ? — That  forms  one  of  the  advantages  they  have  over  us. 

3747.  You  are  also  aware  that  the  light  dues  are  charged  upon  the  whole 
ship,  although  she  may  have  only  an  eighth  or  a tenth  of  a cargo?— Yes, 
exactly  ; with  the  exception  that  a ship  is  free  from  the  Trinity  House  dues,  if 
she  go  in  ballast  to  or  fro  ; but  if  she  takes  in  any  cargo,  she  is  liable  to  the 
dues. 

3748.  Are  you  aware  that  all  vessels  since  1834,  going  in  ballast  to  or  from 
any  ports  in  the  country,  go  free  from  light  dues  ? — Yes. 

3749.  Do  you  find  any  inconvenience  attending  the  general  trade  of  the 
country,  by  vessels  being  prevented  from  taking  small  quantities  of  cargo, 
rather  than  pay  the  whole  of  the  light  dues  ? — It  is  a decided  disadvantage, 
particularly  to  the  small  coasting  vessels ; it  is  very  hard  upon  them.  It  is 
our  opinion  that  the  whole  of  the  light  dues,  so  far  as  coasting  sailing 
vessels  are  concerned,  ought  to  be  abolished,  but  they  ought  not  to  be  remitted 
upon  the  steamers,  because  the  steamers  without  these  lights  to  guide  them  m 
and  out  of  intricate  channels,  such  as  the  port  of  London,  and  the  port  01 
Liverpool,  would  become  inoperative,  or  at  any  rate  would  become  unprofitable, 
to  a certain  extent,  owing  to  the  delay  that  would  be  caused  by  their  not  being 
able  to  sail  after  dark. 

3750.  Are' 
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3750.  Are  not  the  lights  more  useful  to  sailing  vessels  than  to  steamers  ? — 
Certainly  not ; because  the  steamers,  having  the  power,  can  go  to  sea  at  night, 
and  provided  there  are  lights  to  guide  them  out  they  have  not  to  wait  for 
wind.  It  might  be  dangerous  for  a sailing  vessel  to  proceed  with  a foul  wind. 

3751.  Cannot  the  steamers  take  a more  direct  course,  and  thereby  require 
less  assistance  from  the  lights  in  tacking  through  any  difficult  navigation  than 
sailing  vessels?— No;  the  lights  facilitate  their  doing  so:  without  the  lights 
they  could  not  take  a mid-channel  course  between  the  banks. 

3752.  Neither  sailing  vessels  nor  steamers  can  do  that  without  the  lights? 

A sailing  vessel  will  not  venture  in  during  a gale  of  wind ; she  would  not  like 
to  be  making  tacks  across  at  night ; whereas  a steamer  can  go  in,  with  the 
assistance  of  the  lights,  wind  fair  or  foul. 

37 53;  ft  is  alleged,  on  the  part  of  steam  vessels,  that  on  that  account  they 
are  entitled  to  be  relieved  from  light  dues,  instead  of  having  to  pay  more,  as 
you  state  they  ought  to  have  r — I think  it  is  a very  great  consideration  at  'the 
present  moment.  Steamers  are  superseding  our  coasters,  and  knocking  them 
out  of  the  trade  altogether ; and  it  is  a question  with  me  in  a political  point 
of  view,  so  far  as  keeping  up  our  seamen  goes,  whether  you  should  encourage 
steam ; because  my  idea  is  that  steam  will  ride  roughshod  over  everythin0-, 
and  the  question  is,  are  you  to  encourage  them  now  and  discourage  the  hard- 
working coasting  sailors. 

3754-  Hoes  it  appear  to  be  a question  of  encouragement,  inasmuch  as  the 
Government  can  neither  encourage  nor  discourage,  except  by  loading  one  or 
the  other  with  charges,  which  would  be  unfair  ?— They  have  already  given 
them  some  encouragement,  inasmuch  as  steamers  only  pay  upon  one-half  of 
their  registered  tonnage,  in  consequence  of  the  engine-room  being  deducted 
from  the  tonnage,  and  that  amounts  to  about  one-half. 


3755-  But  are  you  aware  that  they  only  deduct  the  room  requisite  for  hold- 
ing the  machinery  '—That  amounts  to  half  the  tonnage. 

3756.  But  the  other  half  of  the  tonnage  is  the  only  part  which  can  carry 
cargo,  and  is  it  not  fair  that  cargo  alone  should  be  charged  ?— They  have  a great 
advantage  m carrying  passengers  that  forms  a great  item  of  their  cargo.  ° 

3757-  Mr.  Duncan.]  Are  the  Committee  to  understand  that  no  tonnage 
dues  are  paid  by  steamers  in  respect  of  the  room  taken  up  by  passengers  ?— 
1 am  speaking  of  the  engine-room ; a great  part  of  a steamer’s  profits  is  in 
cariymg  passengers,  or  that  which  is  equivalent  to  what  we  should  term  li°ht 
freight.  For  instance,  in  the  Boston  steamers,  the  goods  they  carry  they  could 

wefStby’^Ut^he  paSSengers  pay  them;  witll°ut  passengers  they  would 
nave  to  give  the  thing  up.  J 

3758.  But  are  the  cabins  of  steamers  not  charged  in  this  tonnage  ? — Yes - 
they  are  measured  in.  “&  » 


3759-  The  only  exemptions  steamers  have  from  tonnage  dues  is  in  respect 
01  that  portion  occupied  by  the  engine-room  ?— Yes  ; and  that  will  give  them 
a great  advantage  over  sailing  vessels. 

3760.  Are  you  a proprietor  of  steamers  ?—  No,  I am  not. 

376].  You  are  a proprietor  of  sailing  vessels  ? — Yes,  I am. 
t 'V62:  You  have  stated  that,  in  the  present  state  of  the  coasting 

™e’  “ has.  become  politically  and  commercially  desirable  to  lessen  the  ex- 
1 use  ot  saihng  vessels  r — I think  so,  most  decidedly. 

train™  If0  y0U  aU.ud®. t0  the  necessity  of  maintaining  them  on  the  coast  as 
amers  of  seamen  r — Yes,  as  normal  schools  for  them. 

Is  ]t  not  also  necessary  at  this  time,  when  railroads  are  rising  in  com- 
L]p°nJr0m  °?®  part  °f  the  C0un,i17  t0  another,  to  take  care  that  the  coasting 

thinL-5  supplying  our  commercial  seamen,  should  not  be  borne  down  ? I 

it  is  of  the  utmost  possible  consequence  to  the  country. 

of  y0Un  W.¥e  r h.a^  proportion  to  the  gross  freight  or  the  net  profits 

the  othf?  pnera% ‘he  %hthouse  duties  bear?— I was  making  that  calculation 
ier  day,  and  I had  this  return  put  into  my  hands : 
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H.  C.  Chapman, 
Esq. 
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H.  C.  Chapman, 
Esq. 


10  June  1845. 


LIGHTS  paid  to  the  Tbinity  House  by  British  Vessels  when  Reporting-  and  Clearing 
at  the  Port  of  Liverpool.  0 


Inwards. 

Outwards. 

Per  Ton. 

Per  Ton. 

d. 

d. 

North  America  to  Maranham 

- 

- 

6 

From  Maranham  and  South  America  - 

- 

- 

7 

03. 

West  Indies  ----- 

- 

- 

0 J 

6 

China  and  East  Indies  - 

- 

- 

M 

« j 

IV1  editerranean  and  Black  Sea 

- 

- 

« £ 

Africa  ------ 

- 

- 

f,  1 

Baltic  and  North  Sea  - - - - 

- 

" 

10 

10 

LIGHTS  paid  to  the  Dock  Company. 


P er  Ton. 


West  side  of  Great  Britain  ------ 

East  side  of  Ireland  ------ 

East  and  South  sides  of  Great  Britain  - 

West  side  of  Ireland  ------- 

North  of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  and  of  Cape  Horn  - 
East  of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  and  West  of  Cape  Horn  - 


s. 

1 

1 


d. 

8 

8 

-l 

-i 

u 


3765.  That  states  the  amount  of  lighthouse  dues  per  ton,  but  not  the  per- 
centage upon  the  freight ; have  you  made  any  calculation,  and  can  you  state 
what  the  per-centage  upon  the  gross  freight  would  be  ? — Upon  the  average  of 
the  prevailing  freights  from  North  America  and  the  United  States  to  Liverpool,  it 
would  be  about  2£  per  cent,  nearer  than  21;  that  is  from  my  own  experience 
compared  with  that  return. 

3766.  Have  you  any  knowledge  what  the  per-centage  is  in  the  coasting 
trade,  whether  more  or  less  ? — I should  not  like  to  speak  to  that,  because  1 am 
not  conversant  with  any  branch  of  the  coasting  trade. 

3767.  In  that  statement,  light  dues  are  charged  for  the  harbour  lights; 
do  you  consider  that  they  are  also  a heavy  burthen  upon  the  shipping  ?— The 
charge  is  very  small. 

3768.  Is  the  charge  for  those  lights  only  sufficient,  to  maintain  them,  or  is 
there  any  surplus  ? — There  is  a large  surplus  from  the  Liverpool  lights,  beyond 
the  maintenance  of  them ; if  the  cost  of  construction  had  been  taken  into 
account,  there  would  not  have  been  a surplus,  but  they  had  no  Act  of  Parlia- 
ment until  this  Session  which  authorized  them  to  do  so,  and  legalized  their 
former  acts,  which  were  really  illegal ; now  they  have  the  power  to  construct 
as  well  as  to  maintain. 

3769.  Are  the  Committee  to  understand  that  up  to  this  year,  the  money 
levied  as  lighthouse  dues  in  Liverpool  was  applied  by  the  Dock  Commissioners 
to  repair  vessels  and  maintain  lights,  and  that  nothing  more  was  levied  than 
was  required  for  that  purpose  ? — Yes. 

3770.  Then  would  the  per-centage  which  you  have  stated  upon  the 
American  vessels,  enable  English  vessels  to  compete  with  the  Americans  any 
more  than  they  now  do  ? — The  American  ships  trading  to  Liverpool  have  to  pay 
the  same  light  dues  that  we  have,  and  therefore  it  would  make  no  difference  as 
to  them. 

3771.  But  with  regard  to  the  coasting  trade,  you  think  it  would  be  a great 
relief  to  be  freed  from  the  dues  ?— It  would  be  an  enormous  thing.  From  the 
Baltic  and  the  North  Sea  the  charge  is  10  d.  inward,  and  10d  outward,  that  is 
1 s.  8 d.,  which  forms  a material  item  of  charge  on  the  very  low  freights,  whence 
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come  into  active  competition  with  foreigners ; they  can  work  with  cheaper  //.  c.  Chapman, 
wages  and  cheaper  provisions.  Esq. 

3772.  What  has  been  the  rate  of  profit  upon  shipping  for  the  last  10  or  12 

years? — To  answer  that  you  must  separate  the  two  periods;  there  was  for-  10 June  1845. 
merly  a period  of  great  prosperity,  there  has  been  one  latterly  of  great  diffi- 
culty ; since  1 840  up  to  the  present  time  I am  perfectly  satisfied  there  has 

been  a loss  throughout. 

3773.  But  is  it  not  the  fact  that  a great  increase  has  taken  place  within  that 
period  of  the  shipping  of  the  country  ? — Yes  ; and  that  is  very  easily  accounted 
for.  There  were  two  causes  which  operated  at  the.  same  time ; one  was  an 
extraordinary  crop  of  cotton  in  America,  which  set  the  colonial  people  to  work 
to  build  ships  by  wholesale,  I may  say ; it  also  set  the  Americans  building  ships, 
owing  to  the  high  rate  of  freights  ; they  were  getting  a penny  a pound,  which  was 
an  enormous  thing ; now  it  is  only  a halfpenny,  and  seven-sixteenths,  and  even 
less  than  that.  At  the  same  time  there  was  a failure  of  the  harvest  in  this 
country,  and  the  consequence  was  that  there  was  a great  demand  for  corn,  and 
that  set  the  builders  on  the  east  coast  of  this  country  building  ships  also, 
because  freights  were  then  very  remunerative,  and  remained  so  for  about  two 
years.  Both  these  causes  ceased,  but  the  tonnage  was  poured  upon  us.  The 
tonnage  was  in  existence,  and  the  impetus  was  given,  and  it  will  take  three  or 
four  or  five  years  before  it  is  stopped. 

3774-  Then  if  the  light  dues  are  so  heavy  as  you  represent,  why  have  the 
shipowners  been  so  quiescent  for  many  years  past,  and  why  have  they  not  made 
representations  to  Government  on  the  subject  ? — I have  no  hesitation  in  stating 
that  the  shipowners  have  not  applied  to  Government  because  they  have  given 
it  up  in  despair.  They  consider  the  Government  of  the  country  has  abandoned 
them  entirely  to  their  fate. 

3775-  Are  you  not  aware  that  in  1834  a Committee  of  this  House  pointed 
out  the  pressure  of  the  light  dues  upon  shipping,  and  suggested  modes  of  relief, 
which  never  have  been  taken  up  and  followed  by  any  of  the  shipowners  ? — 

I cannot  account  for  it  in  any  other  way  than  that  they  feel  that  all  the  efforts 
they  make  are  of  no  avail. 

3776.  Is  it  not  the  fact  that  it  is  only  since  freights  were  not  remunerative 
that  the  attention  of  shipowners  has  been  directed  to  obtaining  relief  from  any 
quarter  they  could  ? — That  of  course  naturally  follows  from  the  state  of  such 
dreadful  depression  as  they  have  undergone,  that  they  feel  they  have  had 
nothing  done  for  them  ; it  is  not  only  the  light  dues,  but  other  burthens.  The 
fact  is,  that  until  Sir  Robert  Peel,  by  the  new  tariff,  allowed  us  to  get  foreign 
provisions  out  of  bond,  the  competition  we  have  to  maintain  against  foreigners 
was  most  unfair  ; that  made  a difference  of  30  per  cent,  upon  those  provisions  at 
once.  Previously  it  was  like  a penalty  hanging  over  us,  and  a premium  to  the 
foreigner. 

3777-  Has  that  relaxation  of  the  law,  by  which  vessels  going  abroad  can 
provision  out  of  bond,  been  very  useful  to  the  shipping  ? — Of  the  greatest  pos- 
sible consequence : it  makes  just  the  difference,  I believe,  between  a loss  or  no 
loss  upon  sailing  the  ship,  as  they  are  obliged  to  do,  because  they  are  compelled 
to  have  apprentices,  and  the  apprentices  must  be  maintained ; and  the  real 
fact  is,  that  they  often  send  ships  to  sea  only  to  save  themselves  being  out  of 
pocket. 

377s-  Sh’  H.  Douglas.]  Do  we  understand  you  to  say  that  there  is  less  loss 
in  sailing  a vessel,  even  without  profit,  than  by  laying  her  up  in  a dock  to 
deteriorate  ? — I should  say  so. 

3779-  Mr.  Mitcalfe.]  Do  you  pay  dock  dues  at  Liverpool  ? — We  pay  dock 
dues  on  entering,  which  exempts  us  for  four  months  in  and  out;  after  that  we 
pay  again,  according  to  the  charge  authorized  by  the  Act  of  Parliament. 

3780.  If  a ship  was  to  lie  12  months  in  a dock,  how  much  dock  dues  would 
you  have  to  pay  ? — We  pay  at  a fixed  rate ; in  addition  to  that,  we  have  to 
maintain  a sliipkeeper  at  from  18  s.  to  a guinea  a week.  I should  calculate  the 
different  charges  would  amount  to  something  like  100  k a year.  I believe  it  to 
be  more  than  less.  In  addition  to  that,  I am  bound  to  have  so  many  appren- 
tices ; I have  to  maintain  them,  at  10  s.  a week  at  least,  and  also  the  expenses 
consequent  upon  the  removal  of  the  ship  from  her  berth  from  time  to  time ; 
therefore  the  dead  pull  upon  a shipowner  would  be  something  like  200 1.  per 
annum,  which  he  must  bear  in  addition  to  the  depreciation  of  the  ship,  if 

0,36-  g g 2 shipping 
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H.  C.  Chapman,  shipping  are  idle.  The  consequence  is,  that  upon  going  a voyage  he  may  ii 
Ks,l-  save  his  expenses  ; at  any  rate  he  will  have  the  200  which  he  would  otherwi!! 

‘ " lose,  as  a premium  upon  the  risk  of  sailing. 

10  une  1 45.  378 1 . Is  there  not  also  a great  deterioration  from  the  laying  up  of  the.  shin1 

— Yes ; a ship  takes  more  harm  from  neglect  in  the  dock  than  from  sailing 
if  properly  attended  to. 

3782.  Chairman.]  Are  we  to  understand  from  what  you  have  stated,  and 
from  the  trade  in  guano,  the  shipping  have  not  suffered  so  much  as  they  did 
the  three  preceding  years  ? — Yes,  because  the  freights  are  becoming  better  all 
over  the  world.  There  is  one  exception,  I believe.  In  the  Canada  trade  thev 
got  from  30.?.  to  38.?.  and  40.?. ; that  has  been  the  rise  since  last  year.  In  the 
Indian  trade,  from  25  s.  to  30  a\  up  to  4/.  and  6 l.  ; and  generally  there  has  been 
a marked  improvement. 

3783.  At  the  meeting  of  the  committee  which  you  attended,  you  stated  the 
question  was  discussed  whether  the  Government  ought  not  to  afford  you  relief 
by  assuming  the  charge  of  the  light  dues  ? — That  discussion  took  place. 

3784.  Did  they  assign  any  reasons  why  the  shipping  should  be  relieved  from 
that  burthen  ? — They  did  not  agree  with  the  general  petition  praying  for  that, 
because  they  were  willing  to  pay  cheerfully  what  was  necessary  for  the  main- 
tenance of  the  lights  alone,  but  they  thought  no  more  should  be  levied  than 
was  actually  necessary  for  that  purpose. 

3785.  Sir  H.  Douglas  '.]  It  has  been  stated  there  is  this  anomalous  cir- 
cumstance,  that  notwithstanding  the  depressed  state  of  the  shipping  interest, 
the  tonnage  of  the  country  increases ; is  that  really  so,  or  is  it  not  made  to 
appear  so  by  certain  fallacious  returns,  which  rather  represent  the  frequency 
of  the  voyages  than  the  quantum  of  tonnage  ? — The  registered  tonnage  of 
the  country  has  actually  increased,  but  it  is  now  decreasing ; I think  the  ebb 
has  set  in  ; there  is  a cessation  of  ship-building,  because  it  is  no  longer  pro- 
fitable either  in  England  or  in  foreign  countries.  The  reason  why  in  Liverpool 
they  have  built  ships  is,  that  Liverpool  is  a great  repairing  port;  they  make 
their  money  by  repairing  ships,  employing  their  apprentices  and  charging 
men’s  wages,  and  that  enables  them  to  make  it  profitable ; in  all  other  places 
where  they  have  built  ships  and  have  had  none  to  repair,  every  ship-builder 
has  been  ruined  ; it  has  been  a losing  trade.  Unless  they  have  great  capital 
to  support  them  in  times  of  depression,  they  must  ultimately  be  ruined,  it  being 
simply  a question  of  time. 

3786.  Has  there  not  been  a great  increase  in  ship-building  in  the  colonies? 
— Principally  in  the  colonies. 

37^7-  Will  you  explain  in  what  way  the  same  number  of  ships  within  the 
last  10  years  have  carried  more  freights  than  formerly  ?— -Almost  entirely  from 
the  facilities  which  steam  now  affords  in  getting  a ship  out.  For  instance,  in 
the  Bay  of  Liverpool,  which  is  the  deepest  bay  in  the  whole  country,  with 
the  wind  from  the  north-west  blowing  strong,  sailing  vessels  might  lie  there 
wind-bound  for  a month  ; many  instances  of  which  in  former  times  could  be 
adduced.  By  steam-tugs  they  are  now  lugged  out  to  windward  in  one  tide 
and  get  a good  offing,  so  as  to  enable  them  to  keep  at  sea. 

3788.  Your  complaint  is  only  in  respect  to  the  amount  of  the  light  dues 
and  the  mode  of  charging ; is  there  any  complaint  as  to  the  state  of  the  lights? 
— I have  not  heai’d  any  complaints  about  the  lights,  and  in  Liverpool  I should 
say  the  lighting  and  buoyage  is  as  perfect  as  possible. 

37%  Including  the  public  lights  as  well?— The  public  lights  as  well; 
I have  heard  no  complaint ; I believe  they  are  extremely  well  conducted. 

3 7 9 0 ■ Chairman. J Have  you  any  means  of  ascertaining  how  far  they  are 
economically  supported  generally  ?— So  far  as  the  marine  surveyor’s  depart- 
ment at  Liverpool  is  concerned,  I do  not  think  anything  can  be  more  perfect; 
1 must  say,  I do  not  think  any  tiling  was  worse  managed  some  few  years  ago ; 
I think  the  management  of  the  Liverpool  docks  and  lights  was  a disgrace  to 
the  country,  and  to  that  port  especially. 

3791.  To  what  period  do  you  allude? — Previous  to  Captain  Denham  going 

there.  1 

3792.  You  think  the  management  was  then  defective? Yes:  in  point  of 

fact,  what  they  call  the  Victoria  Channel,  was  surveyed  by  Granville  Collins> 
the  celebrated  pilot  who  took  King  William  the  Third  to  Dublin,  when  he 
embarked  at  Hoylake  for  Ireland  previous  to  the  battle  of  the  Boyne : and  he 

states 
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states  in  an  old  chart,  that  large  ships  bound  for  Liverpool  come  to  Hoylake  II.  C.  Chapman, 
and  discharge  part  of  their  cargoes  to  lighten,  in  order  to  get  over  the  bar  ; Esq. 

but  there  is  a channel  called  the  Fornby  Channel,  with  three  fathoms  water,  

but  which  not  being  buoyed  off,  is  not  frequented.  10  June  1845. 

3793-  The  navigation  has  been  much  improved  by  Captain  Denham’s 
survey  of  the  mouth  and  estuary  of  the  Mersey  r — Yes ; I think  it  is  quite 
invaluable  ; and  the  lighting  is  so  perfect,  that  I should  have  no  hesitation  in 
the  night  time,  with  a leading  wind,  taking  a line  of  battle  ship  in,  as  soon  as 
I would  in  the  day  time. 

3794.  You  mean  through  the  new  Victoria  Channel  ?— Yes. 

3795.  And  although  known  a century  ago,  that  has  only  been  buoyed  and 
lighted  within  these  few  years  ?—  Yes ; although,  as  I have  previously  stated, 
it  had  been  surveyed  and  pointed  out  so  long  ago  as  the  year  1688. 

3796.  Mr.  Mitcalfe.]  Had  not  that  channel  been  known  to  all  the  pilots  in 
Liverpool  for  the  last  30  years  ? — Yes,  they  knew  it  for  a swatch  way ; but 
ignorance  and  obstinacy,  and  perhaps  I should  also  add  private  interest,  pre- 
vented the  public  having  the  advantage  of  it. 

3797.  Did  not  the  steam-boats  generally  go  out  that  way  when  they  were 
bound  to  the  Clyde  ? — Some  of  them. 

3798.  Long  before  Captain  Denham  arrived  ? — Yes ; but  not  being  buoyed 
off,  it  was  impracticable  for  sailing  vessels. 

3799-  Then  although  that  channel  was  known  before  Captain  Denham’s 
arrival,  the  authorities  did  not  think  it  necessary  to  buoy  it  off,  so  that  it  was 
not  available  ? — Exactly  so. 

3800.  Chairman .]  Was  there,  in  point  ot  fact,  any  adequate  chart  for  the 
estuary  of  the  Mersey,  until  Captain  Denham  was  appointed  ? — No,  there  was 
not ; it  was  very  imperfect  indeed ; the  management  and  the  system  was  alto- 
gether imperfect  and  inadequate. 

3801.  Mr.  Grogan.']  Then  the  Victoria  Channel,  although  it  existed,  was 
practically  useless  to  the  shipping  ? — Quite  so  ; it  was  not  buoyed  off ; we  had 
no  lights  on  shore,  or  floating  lights.  Now  steam-boats  would  rather  come  in 
during  the  night  than  in  the  day,  the  lighting-  is  so  perfect  through  that 
channel. 

3S02.  Was  that  channel  in  any  way  improved  owing  to  Captain  Denham’s 
suggestions  ? — I do  not  think  the  dredging  or  harrowing  made  the  least  differ- 
ence. 1 was  on  the  dock  committee  at  the  time,  and  I never  understood  it 
had  any  effect  at  all ; and  since  the  operation  of  harrowing  has  been  discon- 
tinued the  channel  has  still  maintained  its  depth  of  water. 

3803.  Chairman.]  Have  you  seen  the  petition  from  Liverpool: — Yes,  that 
is  the  general  petition. 

3804.  In  that  petition  it  is  stated  that  “the  lights  are  levied  unequally  and 
exclusively  on  the  commercial  marine,  which  is  now  and  has  been  for  a long 
time  in  a state  of  great  depression.”  What  is  particularly  alluded  to  by  this 
expression  ?—  Ships  of  war  are  exempt ; yachts  are  exempt. 

380.5.  Do  you  mean,  if  light  dues  are  to  be  continued,  all  shipping  using 
the  lights  should  pay  ? — All  ships  using  the  lights,  as  it  is  for  the  benefit  of 
all ; as  to  yachts,  I think  they  ought  to  be  exempted  as  much  as  possible. 

The  Government  is  bound  to  contribute  something  to  the  tax,  because  the  navy 
of  the  country  benefits  by  the  lights,  and  they  should  bear  an  equal  proportion 
of  the  charge. 

3806.  It  is  also  stated  that  the  lights  ought  to  be  maintained  in  this,  as  in 
most  other  countries,  out  of  the  national  funds  ; is  that  your  opinion  ? — In  that 
part  of  the.  general  petition  I do  not  coincide. 

3807.  You  do  not  agree  that  the  lights  should  be  maintained  out  of  the 
public  funds,  but  that  you  should  pay  according  to  your  tonnage,  the  Navy 
contributing  its  proportion  ? — That  is  the  opinion  of  the  Liverpool  shipowners. 

3808.  It  is  stated  that  danger  arises,  and  loss  frequently  occurs,  by  mis- 
taking one  light  for  another,  they  being  under  the  management  of  a diversity 
of  Boards,  which  tends  to  increase  the  expense  and  impair  their  efficiency  ? — 

I think  you  never  can  get  a perfect  system  of  lighting  until  the  whole  of  the 
lights  are  placed  under  one  general  Board ; then  there  would  be  uniformity  of 
practice  throughout,  and  a perfect  system  of  lighting.  But  where  they  are 
acting  independently,  one  by  a revolving  light,  and  the  other  by  a flashing 
light,  or  something  of  that  sort,  different  theories  and  crotchets  must  influence 
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each  Board ; as  it  is  merely  placing  a light  here  and  there,  and  legislatin'*  f 
the  exigency  of  the  moment,  not  taking  a comprehensive  view  of  the  nat?™  1 
wants.  ' onal  . 

3809.  Do  you  allude  to  this : “ Whereas  at  present  the  lights  on  the  Envli.i, 

coast  are  under  the  management  of  the  Trinity  House,  the  Irish  under  tl 
management  of  the  Ballast  Board,  and  those  on  the  Scotch  coast  under  tk 
management  of  the  Commissioners  of  Northern  Lights”? — Yes.  “e 

3810.  Is  it  your  opinion  that,  instead  of  being  under  these  three,  thev  should 

be  under  one  public  Board,  acting  under  Government  direction,  composed  of 
persons  of  scientific  and  practical  knowledge  ?— I think  so.  r 

3811.  What  practical  knowledge  do  you  allude  to  r— That  has  referenr 
more  to  the  buoyage,  that  being  one  of  the  adjuncts  to  lighthouses-  the  on. 
gmng  facilities  by  night,  the  other  by  day  ; and  therefore  the  practical  know 
ledge  should  be  that  which  scientific  sailors  would  naturally  possess 

381 3.  Do  you  consider  it  of  importance  that  tlu;  Government  marine  sur 
veyor  should  be  in  communication  with,  and  acting  under,  the  Board  so  to  h. 
constituted  r — I think  so. 

3 8 13.  Is  it  not  essential  that  all  surveys  of  the  coast  should  he  communicated 
as  early  as  possible  to  the  body  having  charge  of  the  lights,  buoys,  and  beacons1 
— Most  decidedly. 

3814.  Do  you  contemplate,  the  efficiency  which  is  mentioned  here  would 

arise  from  the  centralization  in  one  Hoard,  and  availing  themselves  of  the  sur- 
veys  and  information  the  Government  surveyors  are  daily  obtaining  ?— That  is 
my  idea ; and  for  instance,  perhaps  Liverpool  possesses  means  which  no  other 
place  has.  We  have  a marine  surveyor.  Lieutenant.  Lord,  an  officer  in  the 
navy,  and  a very  first-rate  man ; and  we  have  a deputy  also,  Mr.  Jones, 
a master  m the  navy,  and  an  equally  efficient  man;  and  we  might,  as  a local 
Board,  correspond  with  the  central  Board  witli  great  advantage  for  instance 
they  might  take  charge  of  the  lighting  and  buoyage  from  iiolyhead  to  the 
borders  of  Scotland,  where  they  have  two  efficient  officers,  on  whose  surveys 
you  could  place  as  much  reliance  as  you  could  upon  those  of  the  liydrographer 
or  any  of  the  Admiralty  surveyors.  6 r 

3815.  Who  is  the  surveyor  appointed  by  r— The  dock  committee. 

3»tb.  You  are  aware  that  in  other  ports  in  England  except  Liverpool,  where 
the  expense  could  not  be  maintained,  they  are  deprived  of  the  scientific  and 
efficient  assistance  wlncll  you  have?— That  is  the  fact,  and  therefore  Govern- 
ment should  provide  it.  We  complain  that  the  Government  have  done  nothing, 
but  have  abandoned  the  shipping  interest  to  its  fate. 

ti  L'eT1  y0U}  ‘he  Liverpool  merchants  and  shipowners,  have  established 

this  efficient  system,  because  the  Government  had  done  nothing  ?— Undoubtedly; 
the  dock  estate  had  ample  means  to  provide  for  the  local  wants. 

. Jf’  ?•  Is,  "®t.  tluf  caSft  Te,7  generally  with  the  rest  of  flic  country ; tkt 
instead  of  looking  to  where  lights  arc  requisite,  the  different  bodies  wait  until 
there  is  an  application  from  the  shipowners  and  parties  interested  ?— That  has 
een  le  gen  ral  complaint,  that  it  is  not  attended  to  until  some  frightful  acci- 
not  before8  °fl‘fe  a"d  1>ropCTtJ'  tates  PliM*>  aud  then  the  work  is  set  about, 

3819.  Is  it  your  opinion  that  the  Government  should  have  the  whole  of  the 
^ v a?d  plaf\sucb  beiw»“S>  buoys,  and  lights  as  may  be  neces- 

vidL/s^rr10?  °£  *!“  “fogation,  instead  of  waiting  until  private  indi- 
viduals suggest  them  ?— I think  it  is  imperatively  required. 

obt Joed  JnUffl°"Si?er  ‘!lat  by  tbe  exerticms  of  ‘bis  Liverpool  Board  you  have 

obtained  an  efficient  system  now  ?— Undoubtedly. 

that  t0  be  extended  ‘o  ‘he  whole  coast  -—Yes;  if  there 
ftrouahmit  tbi  t-  0<d  “T8™?’  ns  far  ,ls  “>«  light- ships  arc  concerned, 

Liveri?mTli»bttek»  Sd?u’  w°uld  be  of  immense  advantage  ; I speak  of  the 
as  Jr  M?  r ® l b?0J™8e*  ‘he  marine  surveyor’s  department, 

in  Listen™,  wbl?  -1  Are,  ’T  allud“S  to  a different  Board  from  any.  of  those 

SSSJ l?Ty-U-.SPnk  °a  a °.e?tral  Boar<1  ?-f  think  it  might  be  very  well 

as  the  FMenyTtthLTnmty  B°ard’  an  iteration  in  the  mode  of  election  so  far 

beWorMh™  “e  ?ncemed'.  ItaPP«™  “ absurdity  that  there  should 

linLl  I nrd  M ^ymeS-  rrs’  consisting  of  Prince  Albert,  the  Duke  of  Wel- 
lington, Lord  Melbourne,  Sir  James  Graham,  Sir  Robert  Peel,  and  others.  If  these 

honorary 
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honorary  members  were  released  from  their  onerous  duties,  and  their  places  h.  C.  Chapman 
supplied  by  efficient  captains  in  the  navy,  you  would  have  a very  competent  Esq. 

Board ; because  I do  not  think  20  years  hence  you  will  be  able  to  find  men  of  

sufficient  worldly  means  to  enable  them  to  devote  their  time  to  the  working  of  10  J"ne  l845 
the  Trinity  Board,  out  of  officers  in  the  merchant  service. 

3823.  Chairman .]  Are  you  not  aware  that  21  active  efficient  members  are 
each  paid  300 l.  a year  for  their  services  to  carry  on  the  business  of  the  Board  ? 

— Yes,  but  I think  300 1.  a year  would  be  no  compensation  for  a man  who  had 
to  devote  his  time  to  the  Board,  not  having  a competency  to  fall  back  upon : 

300 1.  a year  would  not  maintain  a man  and  his  family  in  the  station  at  present 
assumed. 

3824.  Sir  H.  Douglas.']  You  are  aware  that  the  honorary  members  are  not 
paid  anything  ? — No,  but  they  are  in  the  way  of  more  active  men ; and  as 
vacancies  occur  they  should  not  be  filled  up,  so  that  the  number  might  be 
reduced  to  21,  or  fewer  if  thought  advisable,  and  you  might  have  half  naval 
men  and  half  from  the  merchant  service. 

3825.  Mr.  Duncan.]  The  different  persons  whose  names  you  mentioned  just 
now  are  mere  honorary  members,  and  do  not  receive  the  300 l.  a year  paid  to 
the  other  21  ? — No,  but  so  long  as  you  have  such  names  as  these  on  the  Board, 
it  is  impossible  to  expect  reform. 

3826.  Mr.  Grogan.]  Is  it  your  impression  that  a Board  such  as  the  Trinity 
Board,  consisting  of  21  working  men  paid  by  the  Government,  should  have 
the  controlling  power  over  the  lights? — I think  it  would  require  that  number, 
because,  in  addition  to  the  lighting,  they  have  the  buoyage,  ballastage,  and 
examination  of  pilots  and  masters  in  the  navy,  to  attend  to ; therefore  it  would 
require  a subdivision  of  labour,  which  can  only  be  accomplished  by  the  forma- 
tion of  sub-committees  consisting  of  three  or  four  members. 

3827.  Then  you  imagine  that  a Board  of  20  men,  paid  by  the  Government, 
would  be  an  efficient  controlling  power  over  the  lights  ? — Yes. 

3828.  You  would  not  consider  that  number  too  large  for  the  duties  to  be 
performed  ? — I think  the  duties  would  come  heavily  upon  them  if  the  number 
was  less  than  that.  If  it  was  placed  under  Government  commissioners,  the 
salaries  required  would  soon  amount  to  more  than  the  remuneration  the  21 
members  of  the  Trinity  House  now  receive,  and  the  shipowners  would  not 
object  to  the  remuneration,  provided  efficiency  was  ensured. 

3829.  What  difference  would  there  be  between  the  plan  you  suggest  and 
the  one  existing  at  this  moment,  where  there  are  2 1 efficient  men,  with  a salary 
of  300 1.  a year  each,  who  manage  the  whole  business  of  the  Board? — I think, 
so  far  as  the  21  are  concerned,  it  is  a very  efficient  Board;  I cannot  conceive 
anything  better. 

3830.  The  only  change  you  would  suggest  would  be  the  removal  of  the 
honorary  members  ? — Yes ; and  substituting  efficient  naval  officers. 

3831.  That  would  increase  the  number  from  21  to  31  ? — You  need  not  fill 
up  the  vacancies  until  the  number  was  reduced  to  21. 

3832.  Chairman .]  Are  we  to  understand  that  whatever  Board  may  have,  as 
you  think  some  Board  ought  to  have,  the  management  of  all  the  lights  in  this 
country,  it  is  your  opinion  that  that  Board  should  be  adequately  paid,  and 
that  it  should  consist  only  of  efficient  officers  r — Certainly. 

3833.  Mr.  Grogan.]  You  said  one  advantage  of  a central  Board  would  be 
that  there  would  be  a uniformity  of  system,  and  that  the  lights  would  be 
generally  better  conducted  than  at  present  ? — T here  would  be  a more  perfect 
system,  because  they  would  have  the  entire  control. 

3834.  Are  you  aware  that  no  light  can  be  erected  or  altered  in  the  kingdom, 
without  the  concurrence  of  one  central  Board,  the  Trinity  House  ? — I am  quite 
aware  of  that ; but  there  may  be  a difference  of  opinion,  and  there  is  always  a 
delicacy  in  putting  a veto  on  any  suggestion  made  by  another  and  an  inde- 
pendent Board. 

3^35-  You  think  that  by  the  establishment  of  one  central  Board  there  would 
be  a more  uniform  system  in  displaying  the  lights  ? — I think  so  ; it  would  be 
better  to  have  one  central  Board  with  full  authority,  and  with  local  Boards, 
where  practicable,  to  aid  and  assist. 

3836.  Mr.  Duncan.]  Can  you  state  to  the  Committee  the  amount  of  merc.in- 
0-36*  g g 4 tile 
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H.  C.  Chapman,  tile  shipping  in  the  United  Kingdom  ?—  It  was  stated  last  year  at  3,000,000  of 
Esq-  tons. 

3837.  Do  you  think,  as  a shipowner,  it  would  be  beneficial  to  the  shipping 

xo  June  1845.  interest  that  a tonnage  duty  should  be  levied  on  that  3,000,000  of  tons  of 
shipping,  to  pay  for  the  lights  ? — I do  not  think  it  would  answer ; I think  that 
applies  more  to  the  tonnage  inwards  and  outwards,  than  to  the  registered 
tonnage. 

3838.  Will  you  state  to  the  Committee  why  you  do  not  think  it  would  answer  ’ 
— I do  not  think  it  would,  because  you  must  continue  the  tax  upon  inert  ton- 
nage, ships  laying  up  in  times  of  depression.  The  registered  tonnage  of  the 
country  is  one  thing,  but  the  tonnage  which  is  officially  reported  as  having 
entered  the  different  ports  of  the  country  is  another.  If  you  were  to  levy  a 
tonnage  rate  upon  the  shipping  of  this  country,  shipowners  would  object  to  it 
because  they  would  be  taxed  while  the  foreigner  would  go  free  ; it  would  be  a 
burden  upon  the  British  shipowner,  and  a premium  to  the  foreigner ; it  would 
be  the  most  left-handed  legislation  I could  conceive. 

3839.  Chairman. ] Supposing  you  took  the  actual  registered  tonnage  of  the 
country,  do  you  think  that  would  be  a more  equitable  mode  of  levying  money 
for  the  support  of  the  light  dues  than  the  present  system  ? — I do  not  think  so; 
there  would  be  a great  difficulty  in  levying  it,  because  John  Bull  does  not  like 
to  pay  for  a thing  he  does  not  use : for  instance,  a large  quantity  of  tonnage  is 
laid  up  and  kept  within  port,  we  should  object,  as  a matter  of  course,  to  pay 
for  them. 

3840.  Might  not  they  be  excluded,  as  ships  in  ballast  are  excluded  now  ?— 
Of  course  they  might. 

3841.  Would  not  that  obviate  the  difficulty? — Yes,  but  they  would  require 
looking  after ; the  feeling  of  shipowners  would  be  to  pay  whatever  was  neces- 
sary, after  a thorough  revision  of  the  management,  for  the  maintenance  of 
the  lights. 

3842.  You  prefer  the  system  of  charging  every  voyage  ? — Yes,  it  would  be 
easier  collected ; and  I would  wish  to  impress  this  on  the  Committee,  if  you 
put  a tonnage  rate  on  British  shipping  to  defray  this  charge,  the  foreign  ton- 
nage would  escape. 

3843.  Are  you  aware  that  in  France  there  are  no  lighthouse  dues;  that  a 
tonnage  is  levied  to  pay  for  the  lights,  and  no  complaints  are  made  ? — I think 
there  would  be  a feeling  in  this  country  against  the  plan.  The  difficulty  I find 
in  answering  the  question  is,  that  in  my  mind  the  revenue  derived  from  the 
light  dues  is  connected  with  the  charitable  part  of  it.  I contend  that  if  the 
Government  were  to  assume  the  debt  of  the  Trinity  House,  and  then  take  the 
surplus  revenue  of  the  lights  and  apply  it  to  a great  national  fund  for  the  pro- 
vision of  decayed  seamen,  this  surplus,  combined  with  the  contributions 
exacted  from  the  seamen,  would  form  an  efficient  fund  for  the  purpose,  and 
hold  out  an  encouragement  to  our  seamen  to  remain  in  the  service  of  their 
country. 

3844.  Is  it  your  opinion  that  any  money  should  be  levied  under  the  title  of 
lighthouse  dues,  and  applied  to  charity  ?-— No,  I have  stated  that  already;  if 
the  system  is  to  remain,  I would  recommend  the  Government  to  take  the 
surplus  arising  out  of  the  lights,  and  apply  it  to  a national  fund  for  worn-out 
seamen  in  the  merchant  service. 

3845.  Would  it  not  be  preferable,  if  money  is  to  be  raised  for  charitable 
purposes,  that  it  should  be  raised  as  a tonnage  duty  on  all  the  shipping,  and 
placed  under  one  central  management,  that  all  should  share  alike  according  to 
merit  ? I do  not  care  how  it  is  levied.  If  you  put  on  a tonnage  duty  we  are 
willing  to  pay  it,  provided  you  do  not  confiscate  the  local  funds  at  any  of  the 
ports. 

384C.  Has  that  question  been  discussed  among  the  shipowners,  whether 
there  would  be  a willingness  to  pay  a certain  rate  per  ton  towards  the  Merchant 
Seamen  s Fund,  if  it  was  properly  distributed  ? — Unquestionably  they  are  will- 
ing to  do  so,  and  seek  it. 

3847-  Have  you  any  other  suggestions  to  make  to  the  Committee  with  a 
view  to  give  relief  to  commercial  shipping  ? — I am  not  aware  of  any. 

3848.  Mr.  Mitcalfe. ] You  stated  there  was  a large  increase  in  the  Canada 
trade,  from  30 «y.  to  386'.  and  40 s^l — That  is  the  case  in  Liverpool. 

3840-  Do 
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3849.  Do  you  imagine  any  person  could  build  a ship  at  Liverpool  of  400 
tons,  and  continue  to  navigate  her  in  the  North  American  trade  at  that  rate  of 
freight?— That  depends  upon  the  quality  of  the  ship,  whether  she  is  of  the  12 
10,  or  8 years  class. 

3S50.  Taking  a 12  years  ship,  in  what  situation  would  such  a person  be  at 
the  end  of  10  years ; would  he  have  got  five  per  cent,  on  his  capital  ? — I do  not 
think  he  would ; certainly  not  in  the  timber  trade.  He  might  work  at  that 
rate  with  a cheap  colonial-built  ship  of  inferior  value. 

3851.  Do  you  think  the  generality  of  ships  in  the  timber  trade,  with  freights 
at  38  a ton,  make,  a profit  r— If  you  will  give  me  38  a load  for  yellow  pine 
tnnber  for  10  years  to  come,  barring  war,  I would  contract  to  supply  you  for 
10  years  to  come  with  any  amount  of  tonnage  you  required 
3S52.  Can  a British  ship  of  400  tons  be  employed  at  a profit  on  the  average 
rates  of  freight  “that  trade  ?-N°,  not  a 400  ton  ship;  but  a large  colonial 
ship  of  800  tons  will  pay  in  the  timber  and  cotton  trade.  A 12  years  British 
ship  would  cost  1 6 /.  or  1 8 l.  a ton ; a colonial  ship  would  cost  from  6 l.  to  8 l 
3S53-  Sm  H.  Douglas^  Does  not  the  present  system  of  freights  encourage 
the  construction  of  vessels  of  inferior  value  r-YeS;  but  for  that  particular 
trade  a colonial  ship  is  just  as  good  for  bringing  timber  or  cotton  from  America 
as  a 12  years  old  British  ship.  She  is  unfit  to  double  the  Cape  from  India  with 
a heavy  cargo  of  sugar  or  saltpetre,  or  to  come  from  the  west  coast  of  Ame- 
rica, round  Cape  Horn,  with  a cargo  of  copper  ore  or  nitrate  of  soda  ; but  they 
are  well  adapted  for  the  timber  and  cotton  trade,  and  in  the  latter  trade  are 
actually  driving  the  Americans  out  of  their  own  market. 

3854  Has  the  United  States  trade  increased  in  our  ports  ? — Not  in  the  same 
ratio  with  our  own. 

3853  Mr.  Mitcalfe. ] Do  you  think  that,  owing  to  the  circumstance  of  our 
cotomal  ships  taking  the  timber  and  cotton  trade,  that  the  American  ships  are 
suffering  as  they  have  no  other  trade  to  resort  to?— Yes,  because  thev  have 
no  other  trade  to  resort  to  but  the  South-sea  fishery,  which  has  increased  and 
skpiTg  ‘ 6 °nly  Pr°fitaMe  S°UrCe  °f  for  their  secoiM-dass 

Can  J,ou  account  for  the  Americans  being  so  successful  in 
that  fishery  ?-We  cannot  get  the  ships  sufficiently  maimed;  our  men  are 
command™11  m°US’  wMe  the  Americans  are  sober,  diligent,  and  obedient  to 

3857-  Are  you  acquainted  with  the  manner  in  which  the  light-shins  of 

Sr  ,Ze  fv/ed  aef0re  1839  Presume  the  P™°d  alludSto  is  then 
tile  great  loss  of  life  and  property  took  place  in  1839  ; I was  resident  at  Liver 

commhtee  a Se  of  “ from  subsequently  being  a member  of  the  dock 

3858;  Did  it  appear  to  you  that  the  light-vessel  drifting  from  her  mooring 
was  owing  to  any  inefficiency  r— I think  at  that  time  things  were  very  badly 
managed  indeed ; it  was  from  the  inefficiency  of  the  chains,  having  been  made 
SL\nUCh  1°Z ,pnce  than  respectable  houses  in  the  trade  were  currently  sell 
mg  them  at  There  was  a great  deal  of  strong  political  feeling  in  Liverpool  at 
nm  T °ld  oo^rio”  had  just  gone  out,  and  when  Sew  Spk  come 
mto  office  they  must  provide  for  their  friends  ; and  it  was  generally  understood 
m Liverpool  that  the  maker  of  the  chains  had  been  a very  active  partisan  in 

To  Tee  ‘!le  Ch8inS  were  in  P°int  °f  fact  Political  chains.  1 

„ ■ j 9;  , ce  tllat  Perl°d  has  the  management  been  different  1 Since  that 

which  h ^ n°‘  think  ajlything  c0u,d  b™  Perfe0‘  than  the  management 
bv  thaS  adoPted ! ‘he  system  of  supervision  having  been  entirefrffitered 
committees  U °n  °f  ‘he  general  Committee  into  sub- 

unH»  ti.  Wh°  ar?  the  committee  of  management  of  the  lights  now  5— It  is 

under  the  general  committee  of  the  docks.  ow.  itis 

mo3a  cn,',5lW  "a6  T eIe°te,d? -Thirteen  of  them  are  chosen  from  the  corn- 
certain  dues’  ^ elSht  ^ deCted  by  the  merchants  and  shipowners  paying 

-rS'  they  annually  elected  ? — Every  three  and  six  years. 

4003.  that  is  the  system  now  in  existence? — Yes. 

the3  c„TtnteeyitUTk  ? ac.te  offieiently  ?-When  you  get  efficient  men  on 
0-36.  lttCe  14  d°  S ’ 1 thlnk  we  want  improvement.  I am  by  no  means 
^ H partial 


H.  C.  Chapman, 
Esq. 


10  June  1845. 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


242 


MINUTES  OF  EVIDENCE  TAKEN  BEFORE  THE 


H.  C.  Chapman, 
Esq. 


10  June  1845. 


JR.  Anderson , Esq. 


partial  to  the  management  of  the.  docks ; the  marine  surveyor’s  department,  and 
the  secretary’s  and  treasurer’s  department,  being  exceptions.  Improvements  are 
taking  place,  but  we  are  fettered  by  Acts  of  Parliament,  the  Liverpool  docks 
being  in  reality  national  harbours  of  refuge,  and  you  cannot  work  them  as  you 
would  competing  docks  under  private  management. 

3865.  From  your  experience  do  you  conceive  that,  with  regard  to  national 
harbours  of  refuge,  they  should  be  under  the  direction  of  the  Admiralty  or 
some  competent  authority,  so  as  to  avoid  local  interests  ? — I think  it  would  be 
a great  advantage.  There  ought  to  be  a supervision  by  the  Admiralty  or  the 
Board  of  Trade. 

3866.  Are  you  aware  that  the  light-sliip  drifted  from  her  moorings  in  1826 
or  1827? — That  was  before  my  time. 

3867.  You  cannot  speak  of  your  own  knowledge  of  her  breaking  adrift  in 
1839,  from  the  inefficiency  of  the  mooring-chains? — It  was  as  public  as  pos- 
sible. 

3868.  You  were  not  on  the  committee  at  that  time? — No.  Since  then  every 
thing  has  undergone  revision,  and  is  now  well  looked  after.  That  great  acci- 
dent led  us  into  inquiry ; improvements  have  taken  place,  and  I do  not  think 
such  an  accident  likely  to  occur  again,  as  the  causes  which  led  to  it  do  not 
exist  now. 


Robert  Anderson,  Esq.  called  in  ; and  Examined. 

3869.  Chairman.']  YOU  are  a Shipowner  at  South  Shields? — I am. 

3870.  Have  you  ever  been  at  sea? — Yes. 

3871.  How  long? — Twenty-three  years. 

3872.  How  long  is  it  since  you  were  at  sea? — About  20  years. 

3873.  You  are  now  a shipowner? — Yes. 

3874.  Has  any  petition  come  up  from  that  port  upon  this  subject? — I believe 
not  from  South  Shields. 

3875.  Why  has  there  been  no  petition? — I cannot  say  why.  I believe  one 
reason  that  no  petition  came  from  South  Shields  against  the  light  dues  arose 
out  of  the  knowledge  that  the  light  dues  had  been  reduced  since  the  conclusion 
of  the  war  50  per  cent.,  and  that  any  further  reduction  would  endanger  the 
loss  of  the  Trinity  pensions,  which  the  shipowners  of  South  Shields  have  always 
expressed  a very  strong  opinion  about,  and  a desire  to  preserve.  That  is  the 
only  reason  I can  give. 

3876.  Have  you  in  the  sailing  of  your  ships  considered  the  light  dues  as  a 
heavy  charge  upon  your  business  ? — No ; I cannot  say  we  have  so  considered 
them,  although  we  feel  that  they  fall  unequally  upon  ships  employed  in  dif- 
ferent trades.  The  lighthouse  dues  fall  very  heavily  on  ships  employed  in  the 
coasting  trade,  as  compared  with  those  employed  in  the  foreign  trade. 

3877.  In  what  way  do  they  fall  heavily,  seeing  they  are  paid  for  every  voyage? 
— They  are  paid  by  the  coasting  trade,  for  instance,  between  Newcastle  and 
any  of  the  northern  ports  and  London,  on  every  voyage  they  make,  which  is 
eight  or  nine  times  a year. 

3878.  Do  they  not  make  freight  eight  or  nine  times  a year;  and  therefore 
do  they  not  pay  in  proportion  to  that  freight  ? — They  pay  more  than  in  pro- 
portion to  the  freight  they  earn. 

3S79.  In  what  way  is  it  more? — A vessel  employed  12  months,  for  instance, 
in  the  American  trade,  will  earn  as  much  freight  as  a vessel  employed 
1 2 months  in  the  coasting  trade ; and  one  vessel  (the  American)  pays  for 
lights  twice  a year,  and  the  other  eight  or  nine  times. 

3880.  Are  we  to  understand  that  the  profits  arising  from  the  coasting  trade 
are.  small  in  proportion  to  those  of  the  foreign  trade,  and  consequently  the 
light  dues  fall  more  heavily  upon  the  coasting  trade  ? — I cannot  speak  to  the 
relative  amount  of  profits  in  each  trade,  but  the  amount  of  rate  on  the  freight 
will  probably  be  pretty  nearly  the  same ; therefore  a ship  in  the  coasting 
trade,  paying  eight  or  nine  times  a year,  pays  so  much  per  cent,  on  the  actual 
freight  more  than  a vessel  which  only  pays  twice  on  the  same  amount  of  freight. 
There  is  very  little  difference  in  the  amount  of  freight  in  vessels  of  the  same 
size. 

3881.  Have  you  made  a calculation  of  what  is  the  per-centage  of  the  IjgW 
dues  upon  the  gross  amount  of  freight  in  the  coasting  trade  ? — I have  since 
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I came  into  this  room.  I heard  the  Committee  ask  the  question,  and  I thought 
it  might  be  necessary  for  me  to  answer  it.  The  average  size  of  vessels  in  the 
coasting  trade  is  about  220  tons,  and  the  light  dues  paid  upon  each  voyage 
41.  14  5.  8 d. ; and  they  pay  upon  the  average  for  nine  voyages  in  the  year, 
which  amounts  to  42  l 6 s.,  for  the  12  months,  upon  a freight  of  about  1,000/.. 
which  amounts  to  nearly  four  per  cent,  on  the  freight,  and  nearly  the  same 
amount  upon  the  value  of  the  ship.  A similar  vessel  employed  in  the  American 
trade,  making  two  voyages,  would  pay  for  the  lights  only  twice,  and  therefore 
would  only  pay  a sum  of  somewhere  about  10  /.,  which  is  only  one  per  cent,  on 
the  trade,  supposing  she  made  the  same  amount  of  freight  as  the  other ; there 
is  the  inequality. 

3882.  Are  you  able  from  your  own  experience  to  say  what  proportion  that 
42 /.  65.  bears  to  the  net  profit,  after  paying  all  expenses,  taking  the  average 
of  four  or  five  years? — I cannot  speak  to  any  profit  on  the  coasting  trade,  for 
I do  not  think  I ever  made  a shilling  on  it  in  my  life.  There  will  perhaps  be 
a little  balance  in  the  book,  without  taking  into  account  interest  on  capital  or 
depreciation ; but  the  per-centage  of  the  light  dues  on  the  profits  would  be 
very  considerable. 

3883.  Is  it  not  usual,  in  making  up  the  ship’s  accounts,  to  make  an  allow- 
ance for  deterioration  and  interest  upon  capital  before  you  estimate  the  profit 
to  be  divided  ?— I believe  it  is  very  rarely  done  in  the  north  of  England. 

3884.  Why  is  it  rarely  done  ? Are  divisions  of  profits  made  without  such 
calculations  ? — Divisions  are  made  without  such  calculations,  I believe. 

3885.  Do  we  understand  you  to  say  there  is  no  allowance  for  deterioration 
at  the  end  of  each  year,  so  as  to  maintain  the  capital  ? — No,  I believe  not. 

3886.  Then  the  depreciation  and  interest  upon  the  money  would  be  a loss  ? 
—Yes,  it  is  a loss  ; the  amount  of  deterioration  appeal's  in  the  shape  of  a dock 
bill,  when  the  vessel  wants  repairs. 

3887.  Then  has  the  shipping  trade  of  late  years  been  so  very  bad  as  not  to 
permit  of  the  ordinary  profits  of  trade  ?—  I think  it  has,  so  far  as  my  experience 
goes ; I should  certainly  say  for  the  last  five  years. 

3888.  Is  it  getting  better  or  worse? — It  is  a little  better  this  year;  but 
during  the  last  five  years  I should  say  upon  the  average  of  shipping  belonging 
to  the  north  of  England,  there  has  been  no  profit.  I can  speak  with  confidence 
to  that. 

3889.  Then  do  you  consider  it  is  the  business  of  the  Government  to  afford 
relief,  as  far  as  possible,  to  an  interest  which  is  so  depressed  ? — I have  con- 
sidered so  for  the  last  20  years. 

3890.  Are  there  any  means  of  relief  which  you  can  point  out? — The  only 
relief  would  be  in  raising  the  rate  of  freight,  or  else  reducing  the  expenses, 
which  would  be  a relief  pro  tanto. 

3891.  Do  not  the  light  dues  form  a very  considerable  part  of  the  expense  ? 
— In  the  coasting  trade  they  do. 

3892.  Do  you  think  they  can  be  materially  reduced? — I think  they  may  be 
considerably  reduced  in  the  coasting  trade ; but  I give  this  opinion  upon  the 
understanding  that  I speak  with  reference  to  the  maintenance  of  the  charities 
connected  with  the  Trinity  Board. 

3893.  Is  it  your  opinion  that  distressed  and  superannuated  seamen  ought  to 
be  provided  for  by  a fund  raised  upon  shipping  ? — That  is  very  much  a question 
of  antiquity.  The  surplus  of  the  light  dues  have  always  been  appropriated, 
since  the  foundation  of  the  Trinity  House,  for  the  purpose  of  providing,  as  far 
as  they  are  capable  of  doing  so,  for  decayed  shipowners,  master  mariners,  and 
seamen ; and  the  shipowners  in  the  town  where  I live  have  been  so  much 
accustomed  to  see  the  benefits  derived  by  this  class  of  persons  from  the  cha- 
rities, that  they  have  always  expressed  a desire  that  they  should  be  maintained. 

3894.  Would  it  not  be  better,  if  money  is  to  be  raised  to  maintain  such 
persons,  that  it  should  be  raised  by  a tonnage  duty,  or  a rate  paid  per  voyage 
separately  and  distinctly,  so  that  the  light  dues  be  applied  for  lighthouse  pur- 
poses, and  the  money  raised  for  charity  be  applied  to  charitable  purposes ; 
would  not  that  separation  and  distinction  be  better  than  mixing  them  up  as  at 
present  t — I do  not  think  it  would ; 30,000/.  a year  is  about  the  surplus  amount 
which  the  Trinity  House  give  in  charities,  which  is  about  1 /.  upon  each  ship 
per  annum,  there  being  30,000  ships  belonging  to  the  country  ; and  any 
benefit  that  would  be  conferred  upon  the  shipping  interest  by  a reduction  of 
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that  amount,  would  not  be  a compensation  for  the  injury  done  to  the  recipients 
of  these  charities  which  would  be  destroyed. 

3895.  Do  you  not  think  the  seamen  of  the  whole  empire  are  actually  entitled 

to  receive  these  pensions,  being  either  decayed  or  distressed  seamen  ? — Certainlv 
I do.  Y 

3896.  Are  you  aware  that  there  are  no  pensions  from  the  surplus  light  dues 
paid  to  decayed  seamen  in  Scotland  or  in  Ireland  ? — I was  not  aware  of  that  • 
but  the  lights  in  Scotland  and  Ireland  are  not  under  the  management  of  the 
Trinity  Board. 

3897.  Are  you  aware  that  lighthouse  dues  are  paid  by  all  vessels  o-oing 
round  the  coast  of  Ireland  and  Scotland  ? — Yes. 

3898.  And  you  are  not  aware  that  the  Trinity  House  dispose  of  upwards  of 
30,000 1.  a year  in  pensions  to  seamen,  whilst  seamen  belonging  to  Ireland  and 
Scotland  receive  no  part  of  the  charity? — I was  not  aware  of  that.  It 
appears  to  operate  unequally,  if  that  is  the  case. 

3899.  Would  it  not  be  greater  justice,  if  a fund  is  to  be  raised  for  charitable 
purposes  like  that  the  Trinity  House  applies  for  pensions,  that  it  should  be  a 
general  fund  for  the  seamen  of  the  united  empire,  and  be  distributed  equally 
and  fairly  among  all  who  are  equally  distressed  ? — There  would  only  be  this 
difference.  To  a certain  extent,  the  light  dues,  like  every  other  charge,  form 
an  item  in  the  cost  of  navigation,  and  falls  upon  the  consumer'  of  the  articles 
carried,  and  therefore  the  sum  distributed  in  charities,  small  as  it  is,  cannot  be 
said  to  fall  exclusively  upon  the  shipowners,  but  to  a certain  extent  upon  the 
consumer  also. 

3900.  Would  it  not  be  better  in  that  case,  as  all  light  dues  and  all  shipping 
dues  are  paid  by  the  cargoes  they  carry,  and  ultimately  fall  upon  the  con- 
sumer, that  the  . consumer  should  directly  support  the  lights  by  a portion  of  the 
public  income  being  applied  to  that  purpose  ? — The  only  difficulty  I see  is,  as 
I said  before,  the  Trinity  Board  has  risen  from  the  merchant  service  from  its 
first  foundation  ; and  if  the  Government  were  to  pay  for  the  lights  out  of  the 
Consolidated  Fund,  it  would  become  a Government  office  altogether,  and  the 
control  of  the  lighthouses  and  the  buoyage  of  the  coasts  of  the  kingdom  would 
be  taken  out  of  the  hands  of  the  merchant  service  and  placed  in  the  hands  of 
the  Government,  which  I believe  the  shipowners  in  the  merchant  service  would 
object  to. 

3901.  What  influence  have  the  merchants  or  shipowners  of  Scotland,  or  even 
of  a large  part  of  England,  in  the  appointment  of  the  Trinity  Board?— They 
have  nothing  to  do  with  the  appointment  of  the  Trinity  Board. 

^ 3902-  Then  how  do  you  mean  that  they  represent  the  merchant  service?— 
They  are  very  easy  of  access,  and  they  are  mostly  men  who  have  risen  from  our 
own  body,  and  we  communicate  with  them  on  every  subject,  and  receive  imme- 
diate attention,  I believe,  in  all  cases  where  local  defects  in  the  lights,  or 
anything  of  that  sort,  may  appear ; whereas  a Board  emanating  from  the 
Government  would  not  be  easily  approached.  I do  not  mean  so  accessible; 
but  they  would  be  placed  at  a greater  distance  from  the  shipowners  in  point  of 
access.  I know  perfectly  well  the  shipowners  would  object  very  much  to  the 
light  dues  being  placed  under  the  control  of  a Board  appointed  by  the  Govern- 
ment ; I speak  of  the  shipowners  of  my  own  port. 

3903.  Is  it  because  the  institution  is  of  ancient  origin  that  you  are  unwilling 
to  remove  it  ?— Partly  on  that  account,  and  partly  because  we  are  perfectly 
satisfied  with  its  efficiency,  and  that  the  lights  are  well  managed,  and  there 
never  has  been  any  complaint  against  them. 

39°4-_  Is  it  your  opinion  that  the  lights  of  the  United  Kingdom  ought  to  be 
under  different  management  in  different  parts  of  the  kingdom,  when  they  are 
used  by  the  ships  of  the  United  Kingdom  generally,  with  reference  to  different 
Boards  in  England,  Scotland,  and  Ireland  ?— Yes,  I think  so  ; I think  a Board  in 
Ireland  is  much  more  competent  to  manage  the  Irish  lights  than  a Board  in 
London  would  be  ; I think  they  can  more  easily  do  it  from  their  local  situa- 
tion, and  I think  they  are  more  likely  to  be  better  acquainted  with  the  loca- 
lities of  the  coasts  of  the  country. 

3905.  Do  you  know  who  forms  the  Ballast  Board  in  Dublin  ?— I am  not 
aware. 

3906.  If  you  were  told  that  the  Lord  Mayor  of  Dublin  and  a certain  number 
of  gentlemen  who  form  a Ballast  Board,  without  anv  seamen  amongst  them, 
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•were  the  managers,  would  you  consider  it  would  be  preferable  to  a properly 
constituted  Board  under  the  authority  of  the  Government  ? — I think  they 
should  have  some  nautical  men  amongst  them,  similar  to  the  Trinity  Board  in 
London. 

3907.  Are  you  of  the  same  opinion  with  reference  to  Scotland  ? — Yes. 

3908.  If  you  were  told  that  the  Board  of  Commissioners  of  Northern  Lights 
was  composed  of  the  Lord  Provost  of  Edinburgh  and  the  Lord  Provost  of 
Glasgow,  changing  from  year  to  year,  and  a certain  number  of  sheriffs,  without 
a seaman  amongst  them,  would  you  think  that  was  an  efficient  Board? — 
I should  think  not,  without  one  seaman  on  the  Board  ; but  these  gentlemen 
are  perhaps  honorary  members,  and  they  have  seamen  to  do  the  work  for 
them. 

3909.  If  you  were  told  there  was  not  a maritime  man  connected  with  them, 
neither  honorary  nor  belonging  to  the  Board,  would  you  think  that  a competent 
Board  ? — No,  certainly  not. 

3910.  You  are  of  opinion,  therefore,  whatever  Board  is  appointed,  should 
be  a scientific  Board,  consisting  of  proper  men,  seamen  and  others? — Yes. 

3911.  Do  you  think  the  Trinity  House  Board  is  that  scientific  body  to 
enable  them  to  manage  the  whole  of  the  lighthouses  ?— I think,  from  my  expe- 
rience of  the  Trinity  Board  for  a number  of  years,  they  have  managed  the 
lighthouses  round  the  English  coast  most  efficiently. 

3912.  Have  you  any  idea,  with  that  experience,  whether  they  have  been 
considered  expensive  in  their  management? — No,  I do  not  know  that  they 
have ; 1 have  no  means  of  knowing  that. 

3913.  Are  the  shipowners  of  your  acquaintance  perfectly  satisfied  to  pay  the 
light  dues  as  they  now  are  ? — I have  heard  complaints  of  what  I before  stated, 
that  vessels  in  the  coasting  trade  pay  a much  larger  per-centage  on  their 
freight,  and  a larger  amount  on  their  tonnage  for  the  light  dues,  than  ships 
in  the  foreign  trade;  and  the  lights,  therefore,  fall  unequally  upon  vessels 
employed  in  the  different  trades. 

3914.  Have  any  applications  been  made  to  the  Trinity  Board  on  the  subject 
that  you  are  aware  of  ? — Not  that  I am  aware  of.  I had  thoughts  of  writing 
to  the  Trinity  Board  on  the  subject,  when  I heard  that  this  Committee  was 
sitting  ; and  then  I thought  it  would  be  unnecessary,  as  the  subject  would  be 
inquired  into  here. 

3915.  You  have  stated  that  the  Trinity  Board  are  easy  of  access;  are  you 
aware  whether  application  was  made  to  them  for  relief  under  the  depressed 
circumstances  of  the  trade  ? — None  from  the  town  which  I am  connected 
with. 

3916.  Then  at  South  Shields  the  shipowners  are  perfectly  satisfied  with 
things  as  they  are  ? — No ; I have  already  stated  we  are  desirous  that  the  cir- 
cumstances under  which  the  coasting  trade  is  placed,  with  reference  to  the 
lights,  should  be  considered,  and  if  any  reduction  can  be  made,  it  should  be  made 
in  the  coasting  trade  first,  so  that  the  lights  should  fall  equally  on  all  vessels 
employed  in  the  different  ports  of  the  country. 

3917.  You  say  that  you  want  relief ; can  you  suggest  how  that  relief  can  be 
given? — I see  no  objection  myself  to  the  mode  I heard  suggested,  of  a general 
assessment  upon  the  tonnage  of  the  country  for  the  lights,  provided  the 
management  remains  the  same ; and  the  foreign  vessels  trading  to  England, 
which  are  now  subject  to  the  light  dues,  paying  the  same  as  British  vessels, 
as  I suppose  they  would  do  under  the  reciprocity  treaties ; that  would  reduce 
the  cost  of  lights  on  the  vessels  in  the  coasting  trade  to  the  same  level  with  the 
others. 

3918.  Would  you,  as  a shipowner,  prefer  paying  a moderate  rate  per  ton 
once  a year,  instead  of  paying  the  light  dues  every  voyage? — Yes,  provided 
foreign  vessels  paid  also,  and  that  would  reduce  the  amount  of  light  dues  upon 
every  ship  to  the  same  level. 

3919.  Sir  II.  Douglas.]  Would  you  not  object  to  levying  rates  upon  inert 
tonnage  ?—  Certainly,  I would  object  to  that ; vessels  should  only  pay  when 
they  were  navigating,  once  a year,  and  pay  the  amount  when  they  cleared  out 
at  the  Custom-house ; if  the  vessel  did  not  clear  out  she  should  not  be  called 
upon  to  pay. 

3920.  Chairman.]  Have  you  ever  calculated  the  possibility  of  the  lights  being 
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R.  Anderson,  Esq.  paid  for  by  the  Government  ? — I have  heard  that  mentioned ; I should  certain! 

object  to  that  plan  myself.  " ^ 

10  June  1845.  3921.  Are  we  to  understand  your  objection  is  in  that  case,  that  the  manage 

ment  would  be  taken  from  the  Trinity  House  ? — Yes,  that  is  the  around  f 
objection.  ° 0 

3922.  Then  your  anxiety  is  to  preserve  the  Trinity  House  as  an  old  body 

Decidedly.  3 ' 

3923.  You  state  they  have  applied  the  surplus  in  charity ; are  you  aware 

there  is  no  law  permitting  them  so  to  apply  the  surplus  arising  from  any  one 
lighthouse,  except  the  Scilly  Lights  alone  ' Yes ; I think  I recollect  hearing 

that  before.  ° 


3924.  Do  you  think  it  right,  because  it  is  an  old  custom,  that  an  abuse 

should  be  allowed  to  continue ; that  they  should  illegally  apply  the  surplus  of 
the  light  dues  to  charitable  purposes  ? — I was  not  aware  they  were  applying  it 
illegally.  J 8 

3925.  If  you  were  informed  the  Trinity  House  had  no  power  to  apply  the 
light  dues,  except  those  of  the  Scilly  Lights,  should  you  not  consider  it  hard  that 
the  shipping  should  have  been  for  the  last  century  paying  so  much  more  than 
was  necessary  for  the  lights  to  these  pensioners  ? — I should  not  consider  it 
hard ; I should  rather  desire  it  should  continue  to  be  paid. 

3926.  Only  to  be  made  legal? — Yes. 

3927.  Do  you  not  think  it  preferable  that,  under  the  Merchant  Seamen’s  Fuud 
Bill,  which  you  are  aware  is  in  progress,  to  have  all  the  money  applicable  to 
charitable  purposes  placed  under  one  fund,  and  under  one  management,  so 
that  all  might  equally  share  as  they  deserved  ?— The  Merchant  Seamen’s  Fund 
is  derived  from  a different  source,  from  the  contributions  of  the  seamen  them- 
selves ; the  light  dues  are  paid  in  the  first  instance  by  the  shipowners. 

392S.  Would  not  a tax  to  the  amount  of  the  present  surplus  of  light  dues 
be  a very  proper  addition  to  the  Merchant  Seamen’s  Fund  ?— I do  not  think 
the  shipowners  would  consent  willingly  to  be  taxed  to  supply  any  deficiency 
that  might  arise  after  payment  of  the  increased  pensions  under  the  Merchant 
Seamen’s  Fund  Act. 


3929.  Would  they  not  consent  that  the  surplus  of  the  light  dues  now  paid 
for  the  purposes  of  charity  by  the  Trinity  House  should  be  added  to  the  Mer- 
chant Seamen’s  Fund  ? — No,  I do  not  think  they  would. 

3930.  Would  it  not  be  more  equally  distributed  to  all  the  seamen  of  the 
empire  by  being  placed  under  one  fund  and  under  one  management  ?— I think 
not.  There  are  now  two  sources  from  which  they  receive  relief,  then  there 
would  be  only  one ; and  I should  father  prefer  having  two  sources,  because  I 
think  the  whole  body  stands  a better  chance  of  receiving  relief  from  two  sources 
than  they  would  if  there  was  only  one.  Perhaps  I may  be  permitted  to  state 
another  reason  why  the  shipowners  would  object  to  anything  being  levied  from 
them  under  the  Merchant  Seamen’s  Act.  It  was  perfectly  understood  last  year, 
when  the  Registration  Bill  passed,  that  any  deficiency  arising  from  the  in- 
creased payment  to  the  Merchant  Seamen’s  Fund  should  be  made  up  by  the 
Government  out  of  the  Consolidated  Fund.  The  Registration  Act  was  considered 
to  be  an  Act  passed  for  the  benefit  of  the  country,  and  as  both  the  shipowners 
and  seamen  were  put  to  great  inconvenience,  and  made  liable  to  heavy  penal- 
ties  for  the  purpose  of  maintaining  a system  of  registration  which  was  considered 
necessary  for  the  safety  of  the  country,  the  seamen  were  to  be  compensated 
for  that  by  having  their  pensions  considerably  augmented  and  equalised.  That 
was  a most  desirable  thing ; and  any  deficiency  which  arose  from  the  increase 
and  equalisation  was  to  be  made  up  out  of  the  Consolidated  Fund ; and  there 
was  a clause  m the  Merchant  Seamen’s  Fund  Bill  brought  in  last  Session  to 
that  effect,  but  it  is  now  struck  out ; and  therefore  I think  the  shipowners 
would  be  very  unwilling  to  have  the  deficiency  taken  out  of  their  pockets  in- 
stead  of  out  of  the  Consolidated  Fund  of  the  country,  as  was  promised. 

3031-  But  seeing  the  money  is  taken  out  of  their  pockets  by  the  Trinity 
House,  would  it  not  tend  to  equalise  those  pensions,  which  was  one  of  the 
great  objects  m view  of  the  Bill  of  last  year  ' They  would  be  equalised  just 

as  well  if  It  was  taken  out  of  the  Consolidated  Fund. 

3932-  Is  it  not  possible  that  a man  may  receive  a Trinity  House  pension, 
and  also  receive  a pension  under  the  Seamen’s  Fund  ? — It  is  possible. 

3933.  Would 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


SELECT  COMMITTEE  ON  LIGHTHOUSES. 


247 


3933.  Would  it  not  be  very  hard  that  one  man  should  receive  two  pensions, 
and  another  equally  deserving  should  only  receive  one  ? — They  are  not  entitled 
to  the  Trinity  pensions  until  they  are  70  years  of  age  ; therefore  they  are  of 
an  age  when  they  are  well  entitled  to  it,  and  very  rarely  enjoy  it  long. 

3934.  Mr.  Mitcalfe. J Very  few,  then,  can  participate  in  the  benefit  you  wish 
to  continue,  as  very  few  reach  the  age  of  70  ?— I could  easily  produce  a list  of 
upwards  of  100  old  sailors  and  widows  in  South  Shields,  more  than  70,  who 
are  receiving  pensions  from  the  Trinity  House. 

3935.  Does  every  one  who  attains  that  age  receive  the  pension  ? — Every 
one  who  applies  is  entitled  to  it ; I believe  nine-tenths  of  the  petitions  go 
through  my  hands  in  South  Shields. 

3936.  Did  you  ever  see  an  account  of  the  expenditure  of  the  Trinity  House  ? 
— I have  seen  the  official  returns  laid  before  Parliament  every  year. 

3937.  An  account  of  how  the  money  is  expended  ? — An  abstract. 

3938.  Do  you  find  in  that  any  charges  which  you  think  might  be  done  away 
with  ? — I am  not  capable  of  judging. 

3939.  Do  you  think  the  shipowners  generally  have  seen  a detailed  account 
of  the  expenditure  of  the  Trinity  House  ? — I cannot  say  whether  they  have  or 
not.  They  might  have  seen,  if  they  chose,  an  abstract  which  is  laid  before 
Parliament  every  year.  That  is  the  only  thing  I have  seen ; I have  never  seen 
the  details. 

3940.  Supposing  it  is  shown  to  you  that  between  300,000 /.  and  400,000/.  is 
collected  for  the  maintenance  of  these  lights,  and  that  by  the  evidence  before 
this  Committee  100,000/.  would  be  sufficient  to  maintain  them,  do  you  think 
the  surplus  ought  to  continue  as  a tax  upon  the  shipping  ? — I think  if  that  is 
the  case  very  great  reductions  might  be  made.  I understand  the  Trinity  House, 
under  the  authority  of  Parliament,  purchased  several  private  lighthouses,  for 
which  they  have  paid,  or  are  to  pay,  upwards  of  a million  of  money.  If  these 
payments  are  to  be  taken  out  of  the  light  dues,  of  course  that  will  absorb  a 
great  part  of  the  surplus,  and  therefore  that  would  be  an  obstacle  to  any  imme- 
diate reduction. 

3941.  Are  you  aware  that,  under  the  reciprocity  treaties,  the  Consolidated 
Fund  paid  to  the  owners  of  the  private  lighthouses  the  deficiency  of  tonnage 
they  used  to  charge  on  foreign  vessels  ? — Yes. 

3942.  Are  you  aware  that  since  these  lights  have  been  purchased  by  the 
Trinity  House,  the  Consolidated  Fund  is  relieved  from  that  payment  ? — I was 
not  aware  of  any  provision  under  the  Act  authorizing  the  purchase  of  the 
private  lights  for  that  purpose. 

3943-  Do  you  not  think  that,  under  such  circumstances,  the  Government 
ought  to  pay  a sum  equal  to  the  amount  which  the  Consolidated  Fund  was 
relieved  from  by  that  Act  towards  a reduction  of  the  tax  upon  shipping  ? — 
That  sum  appears  a very  small  amount.  It  is  of  very  small  importance  whe- 
ther they  pay  it  or  not. 

3944.  Sir  H.  Douglas.]  Have  you  directed  your  attention  to  the  railroads 
now  rising  up,  which  will  compete  with  the  coasting  trade  ?— Yes,  I have. 

3945.  Have  you  ever  considered  it  possible  that  that  competition  may  at 
some  future  time  be  such  that  we  may  receive  our  coal  in  London  from  the 
north  of  England  by  railway  instead  of  by  sea  ? — Yes,  I think  it  very  possible ; 
I think  from  the  great  efforts  making  by  certain  influential  parties,  that  as  soon 
as  the  railroads  are  made,  coal  will  be  brought  from  the  midland  counties  to 
London,  and  ultimately  it  is  possible  that  coal  may  be  brought  from  the  county 
of  Durham  by  railway. 

3946.  _ Chairman .]  Then  is  it  not  of  importance  that  Government  should  in 
time  relieve  the  coasting  trade  as  much  as  possible  from  every  charge  which 
prevents  them  competing  with  the  railways  ?— Certainly. 

3947-  Would  not  a relief  from  the  light  dues  be  one  of  the  most  immediate 
reliefs  they  could  have  ? — It  certainly  would  be  a relief  to  the  coasting  trade ; 
as  a ship  of  220  tons  pays  40/.  a year  for  fights,  a remission  of  that  would  be  so 
much  profit  upon  their  trade. 

394&-  Does  not  that  make  it  a national  question,  looking  to  the  manner  in 
which  the  navy  of  England  is  supplied  with  seamen  from  that  trade  ? — No 
question  about  it ; lam  quite  of  that  opinion. 

3949-  Sir  H.  Douglas.  J Do  you  think  by  any  possible  relief  or  reduction,  as 
regards  the  coasting  trade,  you  could  prevent  that  gigantic  power,  steam, 
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ashore,  competing  with  the  sailing  vessels  along  the  coast  ? — It  is  quite  impos- 
sible to  say  to  what  extent  a reduction  of  rates  for  the  conveyance  of  goods  on 
railways  can  be  made  without  some  check  upon  the  charges  made  for  passen- 
gers, because  I am  quite  aware,  that  upon  some  of  the  lines,  coals  are  at  pre^ 
sent  conveyed  at  a low  rate  by  means  of  an  exorbitant  charge  upon  first  and 
second-class  passengers,  which  enables  them  to  carry  coals  at  a very  small 
charge  indeed.  Upon  the  Great  North  of  England  Railway  some  of  the  direc- 
tors are  coal-owners,  and  they  have  made  a contract  with  the  Company  for  the 
conveyance  of  coal  from  their  own  collieries  in  the  county  of  Durham  to  York 
at  three  farthings  per  ton  per  mile,  on  a given  quantity,  and  upon  any  quantity 
above  that,  the  rate  is  only  one  farthing  per  ton  per  mile;  the  practical  effect  of 
which  is  to  bring  the  cost  of  the  carriage  of  coal  upon  the  railway  to  five- 
eighths  of  a penny  per  ton  per  mile,  or  thereabouts,  upon  the  whole  quantity 
sent. 

3950.  Are  you  aware  that  it  has  been  given  in  evidence  that  coals  will  be 
brought  by  railway  from  Durham  to  London  at  three  farthings  per  ton  per 
mile? — I am  aware  that  was  stated  by  Mr.  Pease,  and  that  is  a higher  rate 
than  he  pays  upon  the  Great  North  of  England. 

3951.  You  think  that  is  a high  rate? — It  is  considerably  higher  than  five- 
eighths  of  a penny,  at  which  they  do  convey  coal  already. 

3952.  Is  it  not  therefore  a national  object  to  protect  our  coasting  trade 
against  such  competition,  if  it  is  in  the  power  of  Government  to  do  it  ?— 
I think  it  is  a very  important  national  object  indeed. 

3953.  You  think  that  relief  from  the  light  dues  would  be  a very  considerable 
assistance  ? — I think  it  would. 

3954.  Are  you  aware  of  the  benefit  which  has  been  derived  by  our  foreign 
shipping  by  allowing  them  to  provision  their  ships  with  foreign  provisions  out 
of  bond  ? — Yes. 

3955-  Would  it  not  be  another  considerable  relief  to  allow  the  coasting 
trade  to  be  provisioned  out  of  bond  ? — I think  it  would. 

3956.  In  this  case  means  of  relief  ought  to  be  afforded  at  once  ? — Yes,  it 
would  be  a very  great  relief. 

3957.  Can  you  suggest  any  other  means  of  relief? — The  City  dues  are  a 
very  heavy  charge  upon  coal ; but  coals  brought  by  canal  pay  it  also ; and  I 
suppose  they  are  to  be  paid  upon  coals  brought  by  railway.  They  have  paid 
nothing  yet ; up  to  the  end  of  April  I observe  the  return  is  nil,  although  I 
understand  a considerable  quantity  of  coal  is  brought  to  London  by  railway, 
but  taken  off  the  railway  without  the  bounds  where  the  City  levy  their  dues. 

395 8.  Sir  II.  Douglas .]  Do  you  think,  with  all  this  reduction,  the  coasting 
trade  would  be  efficiently  sustained  against  the  competition  of  carriage  by 
railway  ? — I fear  it  very  much ; but  I think  every  effort  should  be  made  to 
assist  them. 

3959*  Chairman.']  Have  not  the  nurseries  for  seamen,  in  our  Greenland  and 
Northern  fisheries,  decreased  very  much  of  late  years  ? — Very  much  indeed. 

3960.  Were  not  the  coal  trade  and  the  Northern  fisheries  the  great  sources 
of  supply  of  seamen  for  our  Navy? — Yes,  together  with  the  trade  to  the 
Baltic. 

39® 1 • Has  n°t  the  trade  to  the  Baltic  also  decreased  very  much  of  later'— 
Yes,  it  has  decreased  very  much  in  British  ships  as  compared  with  foreign 
ships. 

3962.  If  the  whale  fishery  fails,  the  Baltic  trade  decreases,  and  the  coasting 
trade  be  also  affected  as  you  fear,  does  it  not  become  of  immediate  importance 
that  Government  should  direct  their  attention  to  devise  some  means  to  protect 
it  ? — I think  so,  certainly. 

3963.  Then,  looking  at  the  prospect  for  the  coasters,  who  are  a means  of 
supplying  the  Navy,  ought  not  immediate  measures  to  be  adopted  to  relieve 
that  class  of  shipping  from  every  possible  charge  where  relief  can  be  afforded  t 
— I think  so,  certainly. 

3964.  Have  you  any  doubt,  if  such  relief  should  be  afforded,  of  the  coasting 
trade  being  able  to  maintain  itself  against  the  competition  with  railways?-' 
I entertain  very  great  doubt  about  it ; but,  as  I said  before,  every  effort  should 
be  made  to  enable  them  to  do  so. 

3965-  Have  you  directed  your  attention  to  the  manner  in  which  ships  could 
be  provisioned  out  of  bond  in  the  coasting  trade,  without  being  open  to  abuse  > 
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— Their  intercourse  with  the  shore  is  so  very  frequent  that  it  would  be  a very 
difficult  matter,  and  having  an  officer  with  each  ship  would  be  too  expensive. 

3966.  Could  not  a calculation  be  made  at  so  much  per  head  per  voyage  for 
the  supply  of  the  ship  ? — Yes,  certainly,  that  might  be  done. 

3967.  That  would  prevent  any  possible  abuse? — Yes;  the  abuse  would  be 
very  trifling  in  that  case,  because  a very  near  calculation  might  be  made  of 
what  would  be  required  for  the  length  of  a voyage,  and  they  might  have  that 
quantity  allowed  out  of  bond,  under  the  control  of  the  officers  of  the  vessel ; 
and  if  they  did  not  apply  it  properly  it  would  be  their  own  loss. 

3968.  Sir  H.  Douglas.]  Do  you  think  it  will  be  necessary  to  protect  the 
coasting  trade  as  a nursery  for  seamen,  by  laying  a duty  on  the  traffic  on 
shore  ? — Yes ; it  may  be  necessary  ultimately  to  do  so,  if  every  other  means  tried 
should  fail. 

3969.  Chairman.]  Have  you  had  much  conversation  with  other  shipowners 
conversant  with  the  subject,  respecting  what  you  have  now  stated  as  to  your 
fears  of  the  injury  to  the  coasting  trade  by  railway  competition  ? — I have  had 
conversation  with  some  very  influential  shipowners  on  the  subject,  who  enter- 
tain the  same  anxiety  I do  as  to  the  result,  and  who  concur  with  me  in  opinion 
that  it  will  very  difficult  for  the  coasting  trade  to  maintain  a competition  with 
railways,  unless  some  relief  be  afforded  to  the  shipping. 

3970.  Have  you  made  representations  on  the  subject  to  any  Government 
department  ? — About  three  months  ago  I wrote  a letter  to  a noble  Lord  who  is 
largely  interested  in  the  coal  trade  of  the  North  of  England,  who  laid  my  letter 
before  the  Board  of  Trade,  in  which  I stated  my  apprehensions  on  the  subject, 
and  suggested  that  a limit  should  be  put  upon  the  charge  for  carrying  first  and 
second  class  passengers,  in  order  that  the  railways  might  not  be  enabled  to 
carry  goods  for  nothing,  and  make  the  passengers  pay  for  them. 


Jovis,  12*  die  Junii.  1845. 


MEMBERS  PRESENT. 

Mr.  Chapman.  I Mr.  Mitcalfe. 

Sir  Howard  Douglas.  | Mr.  Somes. 

Mr.  Hume.  J 

JOSEPH  HUME,  Esq.  in  the  Chair. 


Mr.  George  Burns,  called  in ; and  Examined. 

3971-  Chairman.]  WHERE  do  you  reside,  and  in  what  occupation  are  you? 
—I  reside  in  Glasgow,  and  I have  been  engaged  for  20  years  extensively  as 
manager  and  proprietor  of  steam  vessels. 

3972.  Are  you  a merchant  also? — Yes. 

3973-  Do  you  appear  on  behalf  of  any  particular  community  in  Glasgow  ? — 
I appear  on  behalf  of  the  different  companies  with  which  I am  connected,  and 
which  signed  the  petition  that  was  presented  to  The  House. 

. 3974-  The  petition  states  that  the  lighthouse  dues  are  unjust  to  the  shipping 
interest ; will  you  explain  in  what  way  you  consider  them  unjust  to  your  interest'? 

Perhaps  I should  state  that  I am  engaged  largely  in  the  coasting  trade,  and 
am  also  one  of  the  contractors  for  the  conveyance  of  the  mail  between  Liverpool 
and  North  America. 

397.')*  Will  you  explain  in  what  way  you  consider  the  lighthouse  dues  to  be 
unjust  to  the  shipping  interest? — I think  they  bear  unequally  upon  steam 
vessels,  particularly.  When  lighthouse  dues  were  first  arranged,  steamers  did 
not  exist,  and  they  were  made  applicable  to  sailing  vessels.  It  was  not  expected 
that  any  one  vessel  of  any  description  could  have  paid  so  much  as  a single 
■steam  vessel  now  pays  to  the  dues. 

°-36-  I 1 3976.  Do 
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Mr.  George  Burns. 


12  June  1845. 


3976.  Do  not  sailing  vessels  pay  upon  every  voyage  ? — They  do. 

3977.  Do  not  steamers  pay  the  Same  ? — Yes. 

3978.  Then  in  what  way  are  they  unequal  ? — I think  they  press  unequally, 
not  only  as  between  steamers-and  sailing  vessels,  but  as  between  steamers  m 
the  coasting  trade  and  steamers  in  the  foreign  trade. 

3979.  Will  you  state  what  the  difference  is?— The  dues  which  the  companies 
which  I represent  are  paying  at  present  for  lights,  exceed  G,000  1 per  annum. 

3980.  What  is  the  tonnage  which  pays  that  ? — l have  taken  the  Glasgow  and 
the  Liverpool  line  as  being  a very  simple  one,  and  a regular  one ; and  taking 
three  vessels  upon  the  Glasgow  and  Liverpool  line,  the  united  tonnage  amounts 
to  1,602. 

3981.  Is  that  the  gross  tonnage  of  the  vessels,  or  the  tonnage  charged, 
excluding  the  space  for  machinery? — The  tonnage  charged,  excluding  the  space 
for  machinery ; the  registered  tonnage.  Upon  these  three  vessels  we  pay  up- 
wards of  3,000 /.  per  annum. 

3982.  Can  you  state  the  number  of  voyages  those  vessels  make  ?— The  three 
vessels  performing  their  full  complement  would  pass  208  times;  that  is, pass 
and  re-pass  416  times  a year,  or  70  passages  each  way,  in  round  numbers ; that 
is,  four  voyages  each  week  from  each  end. 

3983.  What  is  the  amount  paid  upon  each  passage  ? — About  7/.  or  8 1.  It  is 
upwards  of  3,000  l.  per  annum  altogether ; that  is,  in  round  numbers,  upwards  of 
1,000/.  per  annum  upon  each  ship. 

39S4.  Can  you  state  the  gross  freight  upon  each  passage  ? — I am  not  pre- 
pared ; but  the  lighthouse  dues  are  three  to  four  per  cent,  on  the  gross  earnings. 

3985.  Including  passengers  ? — Yes ; passengers,  goods,  and  every  thing 
included. 

3986.  You  have  no  complaint  against  the  efficiency  of  the  lights  ? — None. 

39S7.  It  is  the  amount  of  the  dues  you  object  to  ? — Yes. 

3988.  You  have  stated,  that  as  regards  steam-boats  you  consider  the  dues  un- 
fair and  unequal : as  steamboats  only  pay  upon  each  passage,  the  same  as  sailing 
vessels,  why  are  they  unequal? — I think  they  are  unequal  in  this  way,  that 
steam  vessels  are  not  deriving  the  same  benefit  from  the  lights  that  sailing 
vessels  necessarily  must  do.  A sailing  vessel  may  occupy  from  Glasgow  to 
Liverpool  three  or  four  days  traversing  the  sea ; consequently  coming  near  to 
the  Irish  lights  upon  occasions  and  the  Scotch  lights  : a steam  vessel  occupies 
some  16  to  18  hours  from  Liverpool  to  Greenock,  and  only  goes  alongside  of 
the  Scotch  lights ; there  are  two  of  the  Irish  lights  she  never  sees.  In  that 
way  I think  they  press  unequally. 

3989.  What  lights  do  you  never  see  in  going? — The  Copeland  and  the 
Maidens. 

3990.  What  is  the  charge  upon  those? — Three  farthings  per  ton,  for  the  two. 

3991.  You  consider  it  unfair  to  pay  for  lights  that  you  never  see? — That  we 
make  no  use  of. 

3992.  Do  sailing  vessels  see  those  lights  ? — They  do  see  those  lights  in  tacking. 

3993-  But  steamers  you  consider  have  no  occasion  to  tack,  and  consequently 
ought  to  be  relieved  from  those  lights  they  do  not  see? — Yes. 

3994-  You  say  they  are  oppressive,  because  the  voyages  are  often  repeated: 
is  not  that  equally  applicable  to  coasters  ? — I think  not.  I will  beg  to  state 
that  steam  vessels  are  obliged  to  go  whether  they  have  cargoes  or  not;  they 
must  go. 

3995-  Is  not  every  passage  vessel,  whether  sailing  or  steam,  advertising  to  go 
at  particular  periods,  equally  obliged  to  go  at  the  time  fixed  ? — Sailing  vessels  do 
not  keep  strictly  to  their  time,  but  steam  vessels  must  keep  to  their  time. 

3996.  Mr.  Mitcalfe.]  Is  there  any  law  to  compel  them  to  do  so? — I am  not 
aware  of  any. 

3997.  It  is  voluntary  ? — Yes. 

3998.  Do  they  do  it  for  their  own  purposes,  or  for  the  convenience  of  the 
public  ? — For  their  own  benefit,  certainly. 

3999-  Chairman^ ] Is  it  not  the  effect  of  competition  ? — It  arises  out  of  the 
nature  of  the  trade.  If  a steam  vessel  were  advertised  to  sail  on  Monday  at 
12  o’clock,  and  the  public  could  not  count  upon  that  steam  vessel  going  on  Mon- 
day, and  it  was  detained  till  Tuesday,  Wednesday,  or  Thursday,  no  passengers 
would  go  by  her ; but  it  is  not  so  with  sailing  vessels ; they  are  not  dependent 
upon  passengers. 
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4000.  Can  you  state  how  often  your  steamers  sail  without  having  a full  cargo  1 Mr.  George  Burns. 

— No,  1 cannot  state  how  often  ; I should  suppose  upwards  of  a half  of  the  whole  

number.  12  June  1845. 

4001.  From  being  obliged  to  keep  your  time  and  go  without  having  a full 
cargo,  and  yet  being  charged  full  light  dues,  you  consider  that  presses  heavily  upon 
you? — I do. 

4002.  Mr.  Mitcalfe.']  Could  you  get  into  Liverpool  before  the  new  lights  were 
erected  in  the  Forrnby  Channel  ?— Yes  ; I am  not  aware  there  was  any  difficulty 
in  getting  into  Liverpool ; but  of  course  every  additional  light  is  an  additional 
advantage. 

4003.  Have  you  ever  commanded  a vessel  from  Glasgow  to  Liverpool? — No; 

I am  not  acquainted  with  the  practical  part  of  it. 

4004.  Chairman .]  You  have  stated  the  manner  in  which  the  light  dues  affect 
the  coasting  trade ; how  do  they  affect  the  North  American  steamers ; Cunard’s 
line? — I will  take  four  working  vessels  ; we  have  more  than  four,  but  I have 
selected  three  upon  the  coasting  trade  as  being  able  to  do  that  particular  work, 
and  I will  select  four  as  being  able  to  do  the  American  work.  Four  vessels  of 
2,637  tons,  making  20  voyages,  pay  674<  l.  per  annum  for  lights  on  each  voyage, 
according  to  tonnage  from  31  l.  to  40 1. 

4005.  Are  you  able  to  state  the  average  freight  of  these  vessels  i — I am  not 
prepared  to  state. 

4006.  How  much  per  cent,  are  the  light  dues  upon  the  earnings  ? — About 
10  s.  per  cent. 

4007.  Do  these  steamers  often  sail  without  a full  cargo  ? — Yes. 

4008.  They  are  obliged  to  keep  their  time  carrying  the  mails  ? — They  are. 

4009.  Whether  they  have  cargoes  or  not  ? — Whether  they  have  cargoes  or  not. 

4010.  Y'ou  trade  also  to  Ireland  ? — Yes,  between  Glasgow  and  Belfast;  but 
I have  nothing  particular  to  state  with  regard  to  that ; I can  only  repeat  what 
I have  stated  with  reference  to  Liverpool.  The  same  observations  apply  gene- 
rally to  all  the  coasting  trade. 

4011.  You  state  in  the  petition,  the  light  dues  are  checks  to  national  enter- 
prize  and  steam  navigation  ; how  do  you  make  that  out  ? — I am  not  prepared 
to  go  into  that  part  of  the  case  particularly. 

4012.  Your  petition  asks  to  be  relieved  from  the  light  dues ; but  as  ships 
benefit  from  the  lights,  if  ships  do  not  pay  any  dues,  how  do  you  propose  they 
should  be  maintained  ? — I have  stated  that,  in  my  opinion,  the  light  dues  press 
very  unequally,  but  I see  great  difficulty  in  arranging  the  matters  of  detail 
between  one  class  of  vessels  and  another.  I should,  therefore,  think  it  better  to 
throw  the  thing  into  the  hands  of  the  Government  or  the  public. 

4013.  Why  should  the  Consolidated  Fund  be  burdened  with  that  charge, 
when  ships  alone  are  benefited  ? — -The  consumers  of  goods  pay,  in  the  long  run, 
every  species  of  charge,  and,  as  I have  already  stated,  you  cannot  apply  the  rule 
accurately,  to  discriminate  between  one  class  of  vessels  and  another;  but  if  the 
whole  were  paid  by  the  public  at  once,  it  would  resolve  itself  into  a general 
burden,  applicable  to  goods  generally,  upon  those  who  are  receiving  the  benefit 
of  it. 

4014.  Do  you  contend,  that  as  the  cargoes  ultimately  pay  the  dues,  and  the 
consumers  pay  for  the  cargoes,  the  consumers  ought  to  be  called  upon  to  pay 
directly,  instead  of  indirectly,  without  chai’ging  the  ships  ? — Yes. 

4015.  Mr.  Chapman .]  Would  not  that  apply  to  dock  dues  and  everything 
else? — It  would  apply  to  every  description  of  dues,  but  it  would  not  apply  so 
properly  to  dock  dues ; because,  for  instance,  a steamer,  if  she  enter  a dock,  is 
getting  all  the  advantage  while  she  is  in  that  dock  which  she  can  possibly 
obtain ; a sailing  vessel  in  like  manner,  every  time  she  goes  in,  is  reaping  a 
benefit,  whether  they  pay  respectively  too  much  or  too  little ; but  not  so  in 
respect  to  the  lights. 

4016.  Let  me  ask  you  whether,  if  the  next  American  steamer,  expected  on 
Monday,  were  to  be  detained  till  Wednesday,  for  want  of  the  exhibition  of  lights 
upon  the  coast  of  Ireland  or  near  Liverpool,  there  would  not  be  a great  disap- 
pointment among  the  merchants  and  the  passengers  by  that  vessel  ? — Certainly. 

4°i7-  And  among  their  friends? — Yes  ; I.  make  no  objection  to  the  dues 
evied  upon  foreign  vessels.  I should  wish  also  to  add,  that  I have  no  objection 
othe  levying  of  the  light  dues  : the  only  thing  is,  that  they  press  unequally ; and 

have  selected  the  companies  with  which  I am  connected,  who  have  coasting  and 
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Mr.  George  Burns,  foreign  steamers,  so  as  not  to  be  invidious.  I do  not  wish  to  enter  upon  the 

subject  of  sailing  vessels  : I only  wish  to  point  out,  that  in  our  own  concern 

53  June  1845.  there  are  two  descriptions  of  steam  vessels  ; one  paying  about  3/.  or  4 1.  upon 
the  gross  freight,  the  other  about  105.  ^ 

4018.  Chairman .]  You  say  you  have  no  objection  to  the  efficiency  of  the 
lights  ; have  you  any  objection  to  the  management  of  the  lights? — I am  not  com- 
petent  to  go  into  that. 

4019.  You  are  not  able  to  state  whether  the  lights  are  efficiently  managed  or 
not? — No. 

4020.  Have  you  any  suggestions  to  make  on  behalf  of  those  for  whom  you 
appear,  that  would  lead  to  greater  economy  or  a better  system  of  management  in 
respect  to  the  lights  ? — Not  any. 

4021.  Are  you  satisfied  with  present  arrangements,  by  which  the  Scotch  lights 
are  managed  in  Edinburgh,  the  Irish  lights  in  Dublin,  and  the  English  liahtT  in 
London  ? — I have  already  stated  that  I bring-  no  charge  against  any  lighthouse 
Board  whatever.  I have  nothing  to  say  to  the  contrary  of  their  good  manage- 
ment ; I do  not  wish  to  enter  upon  the  subject,  because  1 am  not  competent °to 
do  so.  I at  the  same  time  see  so  many  difficulties  in  the  way  of  adjusting  the 
rates  between  vessel  and  vessel,  that  I should  think  if  it  were  put  under  a general 
Board  of  management,  and  so  much  per  ton  charged,  or  else  thrown  upon  the 
public  out  of  the  Consolidated  Fund,  it  would  bring  about  an  adjustment  which 
cannot  be  arrived  at  otherwise. 

4022.  What  do  you  mean  by  so  much  per  ton ; has  that  been  discussed  in 
Glasgow  ? — No,  I merely  state  it  as  an  off-hand  opinion. 

4023.  Supposing  the  light  dues  were  abolished,  what  tonnage  rate  should  yon 
consider  more  equable? — I have  not  turned  my  attention  to  the  subject;  I 
merely  throw  it  out  for  consideration.  I think,  however,  the  Board  that  might 
be  constituted,  whether  under  the  Government  or  not,  would  devise  such 
measures  as  would  equalize  matters. 

4024.  Have  you  any  complaint  against  any  individual  Board  ? — None. 

4025.  Then  what  are  the  advantages  you  propose  from  one  Board  instead 
of  three  r — I do  not  think  there  would  be  any  particular  advantage  derived 
from  one  lighthouse  Board  in  place  of  three,  because  I have  already  stated  I 
see  great  difficulties  in  adjusting  the  charges  upon  one  species  of  vessel  and 
another ; but  I think  the  whole  might  be  got  quit  of,  if  it  were  thrown  into  the 
hands  of  Government. 

4026.  Then  all  you  have  got  to  say  is  this,  that  you  consider  steam  vessels 
as  unequally  taxed,  as  compared  with  sailing  vessels,  in  as  far  as  that  they  do 
not  require  lights  so  long,  and  very  often  do  not  see  them,  as  they  take  a 
direct  course  ? — Yes,  that  is  one  point. 

4027.  And  if  you  could  be  relieved  from  them  by  throwing  the  charge  upon 
the  Consolidated  Fund,  that  would  be  an  advantage? — Yes. 

4028.  If  such  were  the  case,  would  not  that  lead,  in  the  present  state  of 
competition,  to  a reduction  in  your  freights? — Yes. 

4029.  Then  the  consumers,  that  is,  the  public  at  large,  if  they  were  called 
upon  to  pay,  would  have  some  benefit  in  the  reduction  of  the  charges  for 
merchandize  generally  throughout  the  country  ? — Yes ; every  charge  that  is 
lessened  upon  the  management  of  steam  vessels  we  have  found  invariably,  in 
practice,  tends  to  a reduction  of  our  freights. 

4030.  Would  not  a portion  of  that  money  so  reduced  come  to  the  ship- 
owner?— It  would  divide  itself-,  the  shipowner  would  derive  a great  advantage 
certainly,  and  the  consumers  of  goods  would  derive  an  advantage;  both  parties 
would. 

4031.  Mr.  Mitcalfe.]  Have  you  seen  a detailed  expenditure  of  the  Trinity 
House? — No,  I have  seen  the  returns,  but  I have  not  studied  the  thing  so  as 
to  be  able  to  pronounce  any  opinion  upon  it. 

4032.  Chairman:\  Appearing  as  you  do  for  one  particular  interest,  have  yon 
any  further  observations  to  make  to  forward  the  objects  which  vou  have  in 
view  ? — I have  nothing  further,  unless  with  respect  to  the  number  of  vessels 
employed  in  carrying  coals  for  the  American  steamers  ; it  is  a subsidiary  thing- 

4033.  You  have  the  management  of  the  Cunard  steamers  ? — I am  one  of  the 
managers. 

4034.  Will  you  state  in  what  manner  those  steamers  are  supplied  wid> 
coals,  and  from  whence  r— We  import  into  Liverpool,  from  Cardiff  and  New- 

port, 

1 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


SELECT  COMMITTEE  ON  LIGHTHOUSES. 


253 


port,  12,000  tons  per  annum,  at  an  average  freight  of  7 s.  per  ton.  The  class 
of  vessels  is  small ; say  from  60  to  200  tons  each  ; seldom  exceeding  200  tons. 

4035.  Do  you  use  any  other  coal  than  that  ? — Not  now ; we  employ  the 
Welsh  coal  going  out,  and.  partly  home. 

4036.  Mr.  Mitcalfe.]  Is  it  anthracite  coal  ? — No. 

4037.  Chairman .]  That  is  for  the  voyage  out  ? — Yes,  for  the  outward  voyage. 
We  send  from  Cardiff  and  Newport,  to  Halifax  and  Boston,  3,000  tons  per 
annum,  at  an  average  freight  of  12 s.  Gd.  per  ton. 

4038.  Are  they  taken  out  by  English  or  American  vessels  ? — By  English 
vessels  generally.  Then  we  send  from  the  mines  of  Nova  Scotia,  Pictou,  and 
Sidney,  to  Halifax  and  Boston,  about  7>000  tons  per  annum,  at  an  average 
freight  of  11  s.  per  ton. 

4039.  Are  those  carried  by  English  vessels? — Yes. 

4040.  Mr.  Mitcalfe .]  Colonial  schooners,  generally? — Yes,  generally;  show- 
ing there  is  a very  considerable  subsidiary  employment  of  small  coasting 
vessels. 

4041.  Chairman.]  You  wish  to  state  that  whilst  the  voyages  are  quickly 
performed  by  steamers,  the  nursery  for  seamen  is  taken  care  of  in  supplying 
the  coal  for  their  use  ? — Yes,  necessarily. 

4042.  Does  anything  else  occur  to  you? — No,  nothing  else. 

4043.  You  have  been  asked  whether  you  have  seen  any  detailed  account  of 
the  expenditure  of  the  Trinity  House,  or  the  Commissioners  of  the  Northern 
Lights,  or  the  Irish  Ballast  Board;  and  you  have  answered  no  : and  that  is  the 
reason  you  are  unable  to  give  any  opinion  as  to  the  economical  management  of 
the  institution  ? — It  is.  I have  seen  those  returns  which  have  been  made  to 
Parliament  occasionally,  but  I have  never  entered  into  the  subject  particularly. 
I do  not  mean  to  bring  charges  against  the  lighthouses  generally,  but  merely 
as  to  the  heavy  charges  we  pay. 

4044.  Mr.  Somes.]  Have  you  ever  had  any  complaints  to  make? — Yes,  I 
am  stating  what  is  equivalent  to  a complaint;  that  they  press  unequally  upon 
one  species  of  vessel  compared  with  another. 


Charles  Wye  Williams , Esq.  called  in  ; and  Examined. 

4045.  Chairman.]  WHERE  do  you  come  from,  and  what  is  your  occupa- 
tion ? — I am  manager  of  the  largest  steam  establishment  out  of  Liverpool.  I 
am  the  first  who  ever  ventured  to  build  a vessel  for  keeping  the  sea  in  the 
winter,  21  years  ago. 

4046.  Have  you  a building  establishment,  or  do  you  employ  others  for 
building? — We  employ  others  for  building,  but  we  repair  our  own  vessels 
ourselves. 

4047.  What  establishment  of  steamers  have  you,  and  where  do  you  trade 
to? — We  trade  between  Dublin  and  Liverpool,  London,  Belfast,  Plymouth, 
Falmouth,  and  other  ports. 

4048.  Your  head-quarters  are  where  ? — At  Liverpool  and  Dublin. 

4049.  How  many  vessels  have  you  ? — We  have  22  now,  exclusive  of  three 
steamers  building. 

4050.  What  is  the  average  tonnage? — Six  thousand  three  hundred  and 
twenty-eight  tons,  with  about  4,000  horse  power. 

405* ■ Have  you  stated  your  wishes  in  a petition  to  The  House? — Yes. 

4052.  Will  you  state  in  what  way  the  light  dues  are  oppressive  to  you? — 
They  are  oppressive  to  us,  as  forming  a very  large  portion  of  the  coasting 
trade ; and  the  coasting  trade  is  unquestionably  more  heavily  taxed  for  the 
lights  than  the  foreign  trade. 

4053.  You  mean  to  say,  your  trade  being  principally  a coasting  trade,  a tax 
falls  more  heavily  upon  you  than  upon  foreign  vessels  ? — Yes  ; independently  of 
our  being  steamers,  we  are  also  in  the  coasting  trade,  upon  which  it  falls  most 
heavily ; because,  as  I allege,  the  coasting  trade  itself  has  to  pay  a heavier 
charge  than  foreign  vessels. 

4054.  Do  all  your  vessels  sail  at  fixed  times? — Always. 

4055*  Whether  they  have  cargoes  or  not? — Yes. 

4056.  Do  they  ever  go  in  ballast? — They  may  go  without  cargoes  occa- 
sionally ; and  as  they  are  obliged  to  make  regular  voyages  whether  they  have 
cargoes  or  not,  it  very  rarely  happens  they  have  a full  cargo  from  Liverpool. 
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C.  W.  Williams,  4057-  When  they  have  no  goods  they  may  have  passengers  ?— Yes,  some- 
Esq-  times. 

4058.  In  that  case,  whether  you  have  goods  or  not,  you  are  obliged  to  na' 

13  June  1845.  for  t|ie  lights  r— Yes ; and  sometimes  we  send  three  or  four  ships  from  Liver- 
pool on  the  same  day,  whether  we  have  passengers  or  not,  and  they  must  pav 
for  the  lights  if  there  is  any  small  portion  of  cargo  on  board,  which  they  gene- 
rally have  for  the  sake  of  rapid  conveyance. 

4059.  Will  you  state  the  amount  of  tonnage  employed  and  the  amount  of 
light  dues  paid,  and  what  proportion  the  light  dues  bear  to  the  capital  or  the 
freight? — The  whole  capital  is  450,000 /.,  and  we  pay  5,000/.  a year  for 
light  dues. 

4060.  Can  you  state  the  gross  freights? — The  gross  freights  are  about 

200.000  /.  per  annum  : from  all  sources  the  company  have  divided  six  per  cent 
for  several  years,  uniformly.  Our  dividend  is  27,000 /.  annually,  and  we  pay 
5,000/.  a year  for  light  dues  alone,  so  that  they  are  about  20  or  25  per  cent, 
upon  the  profits. 

4061.  You  include  in  the  gross  freights  passengers  and  goods  ? — Yes. 

4062.  Mr.  Chapnan.]  Does  that  include  the  carriage  of  the  mails  ? — Yes  • 
we  carry  the  mail  between  Liverpool  and  Dublin. 

4063.  Chairman.]  You  include  the  carriage  of  the  mail  in  that? — Yes;  one 
of  the  elements  of  the  injury  is  from  the  circumstance  of  our  carrying  the  mail. 
We  have  two  vessels  always  employed  in  carrying  the  mail  between  Liverpool 
and  Dublin,  and  the  Government  have  two  upon  the  same  service ; we  both 
carry  the  mails ; and  the  Government  also  make  a profit  by  carrying  passengers, 
very  much  to  our  injury ; yet  they  have  no  lights  to  pay,  while  we  pay  2,500/. 
a year. 

4064.  Why  are  two  packets  dispatched  each  day  ? — There  is  a morning  and 
evening  departure  ; we  take  the  evening  departure,  and  they  take  the  morning. 

4065.  What  are  you  paid  for  the  mail? — We  are  paid  9,000 Z.  a year. 

40G6.  Do  the  Government  mail-boats  pay  no  light  dues? — No,  nor  port 

charges. 

4067.  Then  you  consider  that  inequality  is  injurious  to  you  ?— Most  unques- 
tionably it  is  injurious  to  us ; it  compels  us  to  keep  up  our  freights  and  pas- 
senger rates  ; if  we  were  relieved  from  that  5,000  Z.  a year,  it  would  clearly 
go  to  the  reduction  of  both. 

4068.  The  community  would  benefit  to  a certain  extent  ? — Yes,  to  a certain 
extent,  whatever  the  reduction  might  be. 

4069.  Mr.  Mitcalfe .]  What  is  the  fare  of  first-class  passengers  in  your 
vessels  from  Liverpool  to  Dublin  ? — They  vary  from  1 Z.,  in  vessels  which  carry 
mails,  down  to  8 s. 

4070.  What  do  the  Government  charge  ? — The  same,  by  agreement  with  us. 

4071.  Was  there  ever  any  difference  ; before  you  made  that  agreement, 
did  not  the  Government  steamers  generally  take  passengers  at  a lower  price 
than  your  company? — We  always  found  it  our  interest  to  agree;  at  one  time 
there  was  a little  opposition. 

4072.  Chairman .]  The  petition  states  you  consider  this  tax  not  only  unjust 
hut  unequal ; in  what  other  way  is  it  unequal  ? — It  is  unequal,  inasmuch  as  the 
charges  upon  Irish  and  English  lights  vary  so  much.  I have  before  me  a 
return  of  the  lights  paid  by  a steamer,  called  the  Royal  Adelaide,  from  London 
to  Dublin ; upon  that  voyage  31.  8s.  3d.  was  paid  upon  Irish  lights,  and 
51.  145.  11</.  upon  English  lights;  the  Irish  lights  being  but  \d.  per  ton. 

4073.  That  is  the  inequality  as  to  the  charge  you  allude  to  ? — That  is  one  of 
the  inequalities. 

4074.  Then  in  what  way  do  you  consider  that  is  unjust,  other  than  the  burden 
it  forms? — They  are  unjust,  inasmuch  as  a large  portion  of  the  fund  we  contri- 
bute to  is  distributed  in  charity.  If  the  330,000/.,  which  I think  is  the  amount 
received  for  lights,  be  one-half  more  than  is  expended  upon  them,  it  is  perfectly 
clear  that  coasters  pay  a larger  proportion,  with  reference  to  the  number 
of  voyages  they  make,  than  vessels  making  but  one  voyage  in  the  year.  If  the 
whole  of  the  payments  for  the  lights  were  confined  to  the” actual  passing  of  each 
vessel  each  time,  perhaps  the  inequality  would  not  be  so  great;  but  if  we  pay 

5.000  /.  a year  for  lights,  and  half  that  sum  is  appropriated  ill  some  other  way 
than  for  maintaining  them,  then  clearly  we  pay  2,500/.  for  a service  unconnected 
with  the  lights. 

4075.  What 
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4075.  What  appropriation  do  you  allude  to,  in  saying  you  object  to  any 
portion  of  the  money  received  as  light  dues,  being  applied  to  any  other  pur- 
pose?—I observe  a note  in  page  4.  of  the  last  return  from  tire  Trinity  House 
which,  to  a certain  extent,  will  answer  that  question:  “ The  surplus  of 
55,136/.  12s.  4 d.  has  been  applied  to  charitable  and  other  purposes;”  so  that  it 
is  perfectly  clear  that  in  proportion  to  the  voyages  coasters  make  beyond  vessels 
going  foreign,  they  pay  in  the  same  proportion  for  these  lights  beyond  the  mere 
maintenance  of  the  lights  themselves. 

4076.  Are  you  aware,  that  out  of  this  55,000  Z.,  there  is  a portion  paid  for 
lighthouses  and  repairs  ? — I was  not  aware  of  that. 

4077.  Then  you  object  to  any  portion  of  the  light  dues  being  applied  to 
charity  ?— Yes,  to  any  purpose  but  the  maintenance  of  the  lights;  but  if  you 
will  allow  me,  I will  state  in  one  word  the  general  view  I take  of  it.  330  000 Z. 

I believe,  is  the  amount  received  in  181.3  for  the  whole  of  the  lights.  I find 
the  number  of  the  English  and  Irish  lights  amount  to  168,  and  allowing  5001. 
a year  for  each  light,  which  would  be  a very  fair  average  (I  have  no  doubt  it 
could  be  done  for  that),  that  would  only  amount  to  84,000 1.  a year ; and  if  I 
allow  16,000/.  a year  for  the  management,  which  is  a very  ample  sum,  there 
is  100,000  /.  applicable  to  the  whole  expense  and  management  of  l68Jlights. 
That  would  not  be  a very  heavy  charge  upon  the  Consolidated  Fund;  but 
supposing  it  were  not  considered  advisable  to  charge  it,  then  let  it  be  a tonnage 
charge,  for  it  is  clear  every  vessel  ought  to  pay  something,  suppose  Is.  a ton ; 
it  would  then  be  one  payment  in  the  year,  and  that  would  be  a great 
advantage.  We  have  to  employ  additional  clerks,  and  so  has  every  establish- 
ment, in  keeping  the  lights’  accounts.  I can  state  an  instance  where  one 
payment  is  made  for  the  year : under  Act  of  Parliament,  colliers  pay  for  the 
Skerries  Light  only  one  payment  annually ; even  if  that  were  done  it  would 
be  a very  great  relief  to  us. 

4078.  You  mean  to  say,  if  your  coasters  were  put  upon  the  same  footing 
with  respect  to  all  the  lights  in  paying  once  a year,  it  would  be  a great  relief? 

It  would,  even  supposing  there  was  no  reduction  in  the  amount  of  charges. 

4°79*,  the  estimate  yon  have  made  of  500/.  a year  for  maintaining  lights, 
do  you  include  the  Irish  lights  1 — I do.  I am  quite  sure,  if  farmed  out,  persons 
might  be  found  to  contract  for  those  lights  at  500  /.  a year  each. 

4080.  Have  you  any  data  from  which  you  arrive  at  that  calculation  of  500 1. 
a year.''  No,  only  from  looking  over  these  returns  (and  I know  a great  number 
of  Irish  as  well  as  English  lighthouses);  looking  at  the  charge  upon  each,  I say 
500 Z.  a year  might  be  fairly  considered  sufficient  to  maintain  those  lights;  they 
vary  from  200 1.  to  1,000  /.  a year.  I see  there  is  a very  large  sum  for  light- 
houses building,  which  creates  a necessity  for  a quantity  of  surplus  receipts. 
1 would  suggest  that  all  new  lighthouses  should  be  constructed  by  loans  from 
(iovernment,  and  that  the  shipping  should  only  be  charged  with  the  amount  of 
the  interest,  supposing  the  charge  to  be  continued  ; that  would  take  away  a great 
deal  of  these  enormous  charges.  I see  from  the  returns  that  large  sums  are 
appropriated  to  that  purpose. 

4081.  Then  are  we  to  understand  you  would  have  no  objection,  if  the  charge 
, or  *“e  bghts  were  reduced,  to  pay  interest  upon  the  amount  required  even  for 
building  ? — Certainly  not,  because  we  should  have  additional  lights. 

4082.  Then  you  object  to  any  portion  of  them  being  applied  or  chargeable 
0 other  purposes  ? — 1 do,  and  I object  to  lights  being  charged  to  the  coaters, 

paiticularly  steamers,  which  it  is  quite  impossible  they  can  ever  see. 

40  h ^°U  ^Ve’  ^ way  of  example,  an  Act  of  Geo.  2 for  establishing  a light 
upon  the  Skerries,  by  which  ships  are  only  called  upon  to  pay  once  a year,  and 
you  think  coasters  ought  to  be  put  upon  the  same  footing? — Yes. 

4084.  Do  you  know  whether  any  other  Act  gives  any  private  light  the  same 
privilege  ? — I am  not  aware.  I object  very  strongly  to  the  necessity  of  charg- 
Ujig  steamers  with  lights  which  it  is  impossible  they  can  see.  For  instance,  in 
* our  voyages  to  Dublin  and  back  we  are  obliged  to  pay  for  the  Hook,  Co- 

yoeg,  and  the  Metiai  lights,  which  it  is  impossible  to  see,  because  they  are  out 

°ur reach.  They  may  be  within  reach  of  sailing  vessels  beating  up  and  down 

Channel.  We  pay  for  the  Caskets  also,  though  never  seen,  in  our  voyages 
to  Loudon. 

4085.  What  is  the  charge  for  the  Menai  light  ? — I do  not  know ; the  objec- 
10n  is  that  they  do  not  lie  in  the  direct  course. 
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4086.  The  steamers  say  they  cannot  by  possibility  benefit  by  these  lights  ?— 
They  cannot. 

4087.  Will  you  state  where  they  are,  and  what  you  pay  for  them?— I have 
stated  many  of  those  lights. 

4088.  What  do  you  pay  for  the  Menai  lights  ?— Sixpence  each  vessel.  I 
object  to  the  principle,  not  to  the  amount.  There  are  several  other  lights  in 
the  same  way. 

4089.  You  wish  it  to  be  understood  that  whatever  steam-boats  are  charged 
for  lights  they  do  not  see  in  their  direct  course,  that  is  objectionable*?— 

I think  it  is. 

4090.  Have  you  any  other  observations  to  make  ? — As  an  instance  of  the 
necessity  of  having  the  whole  establishment  under  one  management,  I may 
mention  a few  discrepancies  upon  this  very  point.  For  instance,  we  pay  for  one 
light  twice  over. 

4091.  Do  you  mean  you  object  to  the  manner  in  which  the  lights  are 
managed  by  different  Boards  in  England,  Scotland,  and  Ireland? — Yes;  for 
instance,  we  pay  for  the  Howth  and  Kish  lights  in  two  ways,  as  coasting  lights 
and  also  as  harbour  lights  ; and  also  pay  the  Poolbeg  as  a coast  light,  though  it 
is  a harbour  light. 

4092.  Do  you  pay  for  them  as  harbour  lights  unless  you  enter  the  harbour? 
— We  do  on  entering  the  harbour ; since,  by  an  alteration  of  the  Act  of  Parlia- 
ment, which  repealed  the  appropriation  but  left  the  power  of  making  the 
charge,  the  lights  have  fallen  into  harbour  lights,  but  still  are  charged  as 
coasting  lights. 

4093.  They  are  charged  by  the  Ballast-office  as  public  lights,  although  main- 
tained as  harbour  lights? — Yes. 

4094.  Are  there  any  other  discrepancies  you  wish  to  point  out  ? — Though  it 
may  not  perhaps  be  directly  in  point,  it  is  part  of  the  duties  of  the  Trinity 
Board  : I allude  to  pilotage,  and  as  the  pilotage  is  managed  by  both  departments, 
in  England  and  Ireland,  we  are  very  often  put  to  great  inconvenience.  There  was 
one  instance  in  which  we  were  put  in  the  utmost  possible  danger.  There  was 
an  order  came  from  the  Trinity  Board,  that  when  two  vessels  met  they  should 
port  their  helms.  The  custom  was,  and  I believe  I was  one  of  those  who  estab- 
lished it  a great  many  years  ago,  that  when  our  vessels  were  going  in  opposite 
directions,  they  should  always  starboard  their  helm  ; that  was  the  order,  and 
it  became  therefore  the  rule  to  which  they  were  accustomed ; and  suddenly, 
without  any  communication  to  us,  an  order  was  issued  by  the  Trinity  House 
directing  them  to  port  their  helm.  We  were  then  in  a state  of  alarm,  and  the 
commanders  of  the  Government  vessels  were  as  much  so  as  ourselves. 

4095.  What  was  the  date  of  that  order? — I do  not  recollect  the  date. 

4096.  Have  you  a copy  of  the  order? — I have  not,  but  I can  state  distinctly 
that  the  commanders  of  Her  Majesty’s  packets  were  in  the  same  state  of  alarm, 
and  were  equally  annoyed  at  the  circumstance. 

4097.  You  are  stating  this  to  show  what  arises  from  there  not  being  a uniform 
management? — Certainly,  from  there  not  being  a uniform  management. 

4098.  What  was  the  result  ? — There  happened  to  be  no  unfortunate  result, 
but  it  was  a mere  accident  that  there  was  not.  It  was  one  of  those  nights  when, 
from  the  state  of  the  wind,  in-coming  vessels  could  go  to  the  northward,  and 
those  in  an  opposite  direction  to  the  southward  ; but  they  might  have  come  into 
collision,  as  they  very  often  meet  in  the  same  track. 

4099.  Are  we  to  understand  that  you  now  state  that  you  are  of  opinion  the 
lighthouses  of  the  United  Kingdom  ought  to  be  under  one  single  management? 
— Certainly. 

4100.  What  advantage  do  you  contemplate  from  that,  beyond  what  you  have 
stated  ? — Uniformity  in  the  first  instance,  and  I also  look  to  a reduction  upon 
the  charges,  because  one  establishment  would  do  instead  of  three.  I find  the 
Irish  management  costs  3,500/.  per  annum,  the  Northern  upwards  of  2,000/., 
and  the  English  above  20,000/.  The  Irish  Ballast-office  have  the  same  amount 
of  duties  as  the  London  establishment,  having  nearly  the  same  number  of  lights, 
that  is,  55  to  87 ; I cannot  therefore  understand  the  necessity  for  such  an 
enormous  expenditure. 

4101.  By  consolidating  the  management  you  would  expect  economy? — Yes. 

4102.  Mr.  Somes.]  Have  you  as  many  buoys  and  beacons  in  the  Irish  Channel 
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as  round  the  coast  of  England  ?— No,  but  I cannot’  understand  that  the  buoys 
and  beacons  could  add  much  to  the  expense  of  the  establishment.  3 

4103.  Chairman.']  Your  observation  applied  to  the  lights  ?-— Yes  • lights 
buoys,  and  beacons;  the  establishment  of  additional  buoys  and  beacons  does  not 
increase,  the  necessity  of  having  a larger  number  of  directors. 

4104.  Mr.  Chapman .]  You  have  referred  to  the  hardship  of  paying  for  three 
lights,  especially  of  one  which  you  stale  to  be  the  Menai  light ; you  are  aware 
from  recollection,  of  the  loss  of  the  Rosslyn  Castle? — Very  well. 

4105.  Are  you  aware  that  in  consequence  of  that  melancholy  loss,  the  mer- 
chants at  Liverpool,  from  proper  feelings  of  humanity,  one  and  all  started  up 
and  requested  a lighthouse  should  be  built  at  the  entrance  of  that  strait  for 
which  they  were  willing  to  contribute  6 d.  per  vessel ; and  are  you  also  aware 
that  no  more  than  6d.  a vessel  is  exacted  for  that  light? — I am  aware  of  the  fact 
but  I do  not  think  it  alters  the  question.  I do  not  look  to  the  amount. 

4106.  Then  I conclude  the  question  by  asking  you  whether  you  now  Consider 
the  payment  of  that  6 d.  a vessel  a hardship  ? — 1 do  ; I should  consider  the 
payment  of  a farthing  a hardship  ; I object  to  the  principle.  As  to  the  Menai 
light,  I think  it  is  a very  good  thing. 

4107.  Suppose  one  of  your  steamers  takes  fire,  as  has  been  the  case  only 
very  lately  with  an  Aberdeen  steamer,  and  you  had  to  run,  for  the  sake  of  savino- 
the  lives  of  your  passengers,  into  the  Menai"  Strait,  would  you  say  6 d.  would  be 
too  much  for  that  light  ? — With  great  respect,  I should  say  the  same  would 
apply  to  any  other  light;  we  might  be  driven  into  any  other  strait.  I do  not 
object  to  the  amount ; I merely  allude  to  the  principle*.  Perhaps  I was  unfor- 
tunate in  naming  a light  which  is  so  very  small  in  point  of  amount ; my  attention 
was  not  directed  to  it,  but  the  principle  is  the  same. 

4108.  Chairman.]  Are  there  any  other  objections  you  have  to  make  to  the 
present  system  ? — I am  not  prepared  to  state  anything  else.  I should  say  that 
our  voyages  are,  half  of  them,  made  in  daylight ; we  uniformly  leave  Liverpool 
in  daylight;  it  is  quite  clear,  therefore,  we  have  less  necessity  for  lights. 

4109.  You  have  stated  in  the  petition  that  you  think  they  ought  to  be  charged 
upon  the  Consolidated  Fund  ; will  you  state  why  a charge  for  the  benefit  of 
commercial  shipping  should  be  charged  upon  the  taxes  of  the  country  generally  ? 
— In  the  first  place,  it  is  almost  impossible  to  make  the  charge  upon  the  vessels 
of  all  descriptions,  so  as  to  produce  anything  like  equality  or  fairness,  and  the 
charge,  say  100,000  /.  per  annum,  would  be  so  small  upon  the  Consolidated 
Fund,  that  inasmuch  as  it  would  be  for  the  general  benefit  of  shipping,  I see  no 
objection  to  it;  but  I do  not  urge  the  necessity  of  that ; I urge  some  measure 
by  which  it  shall  fall  more  equally  upon  the  different  classes  of  vessels ; for 
instance,  foreign  vessels  and  coasters. 

D 4iio.  Sir  If.  Douglas.]  How  would  you  levy  the  duty  on  foreign  vessels? — 
By  a tonnage  rate. 

41  it.  You  propose  a tonnage  rate  on  foreign  vessels  ? — On  all  vessels. 

4112.  Chairman.]  If  I understand  you  right,  maintaining  the  lights  entirely 
out  of  the  public  revenue  would  exempt  the  British  vessels  from  paying  any 
light  dues  ? — It  would  relieve  the  shipping  altogether. 

4113.  Would  it  be  possible,  under  the  reciprocity  treaties,  to  charge  the  light 
dues  upon  foreign  vessels? — That  is  one  of  the  grievances  we  complain  of;  that 
tinder  the  reciprocity  treaties,  foreign  vessels  are  charged  in  the  same  way  as 
our  own  ; therefore  it  bears  more  heavily  on  our  coasters. 

, 4H4*  but  under  the  reciprocity  treaties  you  could  not  charge  foreign  vessels 
different  from  British  vessels? — That  is  a difficulty  I do  not  pretend  to  solve. 

4U.5*  The  consequence  of  that  would  be,  that  if  British  tonnage  was  ex- 
empted, under  the  reciprocity  treaties  you  could  not  charge  foreign  vessels? — 
1 hat  would  be  so. 

4116.  Would  you  have  any  objection  to  a tonnage  duty  on  all  our  ships, 

towards  the  maintenance  of  the  lights? — Certainly  not;  I think  every  ship 
ought  to  pay  something.  * ‘ 

4117.  Are  you  aware  that  in  France  there  are  no  light  dues,  but  that  a 
on n age  duty  is  charged,  both  upon  French  and  English  vessels? — I was  not 
aware  of  the  fact,  except  from  hearing  it  stated  by  some  of  the  witnesses  here. 

4118.  Would  you  have  any  objection  to  that  system  being  adopted  here,  pro- 
vided no  more  was  raised  than  was  actually  necessary  to  pay  the  rates? — ■{  think 
that  is  not  objectionable. 

°-36-  K k 4119.  Would 
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4119.  Would  it  be  less  objectionable  than  the  present  system,  which  is  at- 
tended with  trouble  and  delay  ? — Certainly  it  would. 

4120.  If  it  could  be  so  arranged  that  foreign  vessels  should  pay  as  well  as 
English  vessels,  you  would  prefer  that  plan  to  the  present  mode  of  raising 
them? — I would. 

4121.  But  you  would,  if  you  could,  prefer  the  Consolidated  Fund  paying  the 
whole? — Unquestionably,  I should  be  glad  to  be  rid  of  the  charge. 

4122.  Supposing  the  Government  to  assume  the  payment  ot  the  lights,  what 
would  be  the  principal  advantage  to  the  coasting  trade  in  which  you  are  con- 
cerned ? — First,  a very  great  reduction  in  the  charge  ; next,  a great  reduction 
in  the  inconvenience  of  employing  a great  number  of  persons  (we  are  obliged 
to  have  separate  clerks  in  Liverpool  for  the  mere  payment  of  the  dues);  and 
also  the  advantage  when  going  with  small  cargoes.  I can  state  that  often  the 
freight  of  the  vessel  does  not  amount  to  the  light  dues. 

4123.  And  in  those  cases  you  are  prevented  taking  small  cargoes  going 
to  small  ports  ? — Yes  ; sometimes  we  cannot  make  a selection  ; we  are  obliged 
to  send  several  vessels  on  the  day  ; we  cannot  put  the  whole  cargo  in  one.  We 
are  obliged  to  put  the  goods  on  board  as  they  come  down  from  the  quay,  if  it 
is  only  20  tons. 

4124.  For  those  20  tons  you  pay  the  same  for  the  light  dues  as  for  a cargo 
of  some  hundreds  of  tons? — Yes. 

4125.  Mr.  Somes.]  But  you  have  passengers? — Not  always.  We  send  four 
or  five  vessels  in  the  same  day.  It  is  clear  the  passengers  will  not  distribute 
themselves. 

4126.  Chairman .]  You  have  spoken  of  the  tonnage  duty : have  you  put  the 
question  before  you,  of  paying  towards  the  support  of  distressed  seamen,  by 
any  contribution  from  your  ships? — No,  I have  not;  it  may  be  a very  proper 
payment,  but  it  is  quite  clear  that  it  is  totally  unconnected  with  the  charge  for 
lights. 

4127.  Whilst  you  object  to  any  portion  of  the  light  dues  being  appropriated 
to  charitable  purposes  by  the  Trinity  House,  would  you  have  any  objection  to  a 
fund  being  raised  by  your  ships  for  similar  purposes,  but  under  that  express 
name  and  title  ? — Certainly  not. 

41 28.  Are  you  aware  that  the  Trinity  House  do  not  afford  any  assistance  to 
distressed  seamen  or  widows  until  either  parly  arrive  at  70  years  of  age  ?— I am 
not  aware  of  the  arrangements  under  which  the  fund  is  distributed. 

4129.  Then  it  is  not  the  amount  you  object  to,  but  it  is  the  principle  of  ap- 
plying money  raised  for  one  purpose  to  another? — I do,  and  particularly 
inasmuch  as  the  coasting  trade  must  pay  a much  larger  proportion  than  their 
tonnage  would  justify. 

4130.  Can  you  state  what  has  been  the  rate  of  profits  of  the  coasting  trade 
of  late  years  ? — The  coasting  trade,  as  far  as  sailing  vessels  are  concerned,  is  very 
low  indeed. 

4131.  But  as  regards  steamers  you  have  divided  a profit  ? — Yes,  but  anything 
but  an  adequate  profit.  The  company  over  which  T am  placed  has  been  rather 
fortunately  situated;  we  have  been  able  to  divide  six  per  cent.,  because  we  are 
a company  of  steam  shipowners.  It  may  be  said  we  are  a joint-stock  company, 
as  the  merchants  of  Dublin  and  Liverpool  are  the  parties  who  receive  the 
benefit  in  proportion  to  their  freight. 

4132.  lias  the  tonnage  increased  of  late  years? — Very  much. 

4133.  You  goon  increasing  the  number  of  your  vessels? — We  do,  out  of 
a reserved  fund. 

4134.  It  is  stated  in  the  petition  that  the  public  would  benefit  generally  if 
the  maintenance  of  the  lights  was  transferred  to  the  Consolidated  Fund  ; have 
you  any  further  explanation  to  give  as  to  how  that  benefit  would  accrue  r— 
Inasmuch  as  it  would  reduce  considerably  the  charges  generally  on  all  classes 
of  vessels. 

4135.  The  expense  of  collecting  the  lights  would  be  saved  ? — Yes,  that  would 
be  one  item  ; the  amount  of  reduction  would  be  another. 

4136.  And  the  expense  of  management  would  be  considerably  reduced,  so 
far  as  amount  goes? — Yes,  both  as  regards  the  collection  and  the  payment. 

4137.  Have  you  any  further  observations  to  make,  either  in  respect  of  the 

management  or  alteration  of  the  light  dues,  beyond  what  you  have  given  r— • 1 
have  not. 

4138.  Sir 
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4138.  Sir  H.  Douglas .]  Are  the  lights  maintained  efficiently  ? — Yes,  they  are 
very  efficient. 

4139.  You  have  no  complaint  to  make? — None  ; I never  heard  any  com- 
plaints. 

4140.  Mr.  Chapman .]  If  the  expense  is  reduced,  is  the  Committee  to  assume 
you  would  be  quite  satisfied? — If  the  expense  was  reduced,  and  the  vessels  not 
have  to  pay  more  than  their  fair  quota;  but  I do  respectfully  urge  upon  the 
Committee,"  that  the  coasting  trade  has  to  pay  the  entire,  I may  say,  of  the 
extra  fund.  If  a foreign  vessel  pays  for  one  voyage  or  two  in  the  year,  and  we 
make  100  in  the  year,  or  a larger  number,  in  proportion  to  the  freight,  it  is  clear 
the  extra  fund  must  be  paid  out  of  the  additional  number  of  voyages. 

4141.  Receiving,  at  the  same  time,  freights  for  such  payments  ?— Not  in  pro- 
portion to  the  charge,  certainly. 

Mr.  Watson,  called  in  ; and  Examined. 

4142.  Chairman.']  UPON  this  bill  from  the  Ballast-office  in  Dublin  for  the 
clearance  of  the  “ Royal  Adelaide,”  of  364-  tons  burthen,  there  is  a tonnage 
duty  of  6d.  per  ton  charged;  will  you  explain  that? — That  is  a port  charge 
collected  by  the  Ballast  Corporation  upon  vessels  leaving  the  port. 

4143.  Do  all  vessels  entering  the  port  of  Dublin  pay  that  rate  ? — All  coasters 
pay  that  rate ; other  vessels  pay  a higher  rate  ; that  is  the  minimum  rate. 

4144.  Do  sailing  vessels  and  steamers  pay  the  same? — Yes. 

4145.  There  is  another  duty,  called  quay-wall  duty,  1 d.  per  ton ; what  is 
that?— That  is  for  keeping  up  the  quay  wall. 

4146.  By  whom  are  these  duties  received? — By  the  Ballast  Corporation. 

4147.  And  how  are  they  expended? — In  maintaining  the  port  and  the  quay 
wall. 

4148.  These  are  in  addition  to  the  charges  for  lights,  pilotage,  and  ballastage  ? 
— Y es. 

4149.  What  proportion  do  these  port  dues  of  Dublin  bear  to  the  light  dues 
in  the  voyage  from  London  to  Dublin  ? — The  amount  collected  from  that 
vessel  for  lights  upon  our  passage  from  London  to  Dublin,  including  calling  at 
Southampton,  was  91.  3 s.  2 d.-,  and  for  the  harbour  dues  of  the  port  of  Dublin, 
including  the  quay-wall  tax,  it  was  9 L 16s. 


James  Ailcin,  Esq.  called  in;  and  further  Examined. 

4150.  Chairman.]  THERE  are  two  petitions  from  Liverpool  ; one  from  the 
underwriters,  merchants,  and  shipowners,  and  the  other  from  shipowners  only ; 
will  you  explain  how  they  originated? — The  petition  of  the  shipowners  prays 
that  no  more  money  may  be  levied  for  lights  than  is  necessary  to  maintain 
those  lights ; the  other  more  general  petition  prays  that  the  whole  may  be  put 
under  a Government  Board,  and  maintained  at  the  Government  expense.  The 
reason  why  the  shipowners  would  not  ask  for  this  general  petition  was  the  fear 
that,  by  asking  for  so  much,  they  might  not  get  relieved  from  their  portion  of 
the  prayer.  When  every  one  of  the  leading  shipowners  of  the  town  spoke  to 
me  upon  the  subject,  it  was  to  request  that  the  prayer  might  be  to  be  relieved 
altogether  from  ‘light  dues,  and  that  the  whole  might  be  put  under  a Govern- 
ment Board  ; stating,  “ If  you  ask  for  anything  else  you  will  ask  for  less  than 
justice,  and  less  than  that  which  is  proper.”  But  the  best  proof  of  the  whole 
community  agreeing  in  that  general  petition  is  the  fact  that  all  the  leading 
shipowners,  members  of  the  Shipowners’  Association,  have  signed  it;  and  Mr. 
Chapman,  who  has  been  examined  as  a witness,  among  the  rest 

4151.  What  proportion  of  the  whole  of  the  shipowners  of  Liverpool  do  you 
consider  have  signed  that  petition  ? — I consider  that  more  than  three-fourths  of 
all  the  parties  paying  light  dues  have  signed  that  petition. 


William  Lord,  Esq.,  Lieutenant  a.  N.,  called  in  ; and  Examined. 


4152.  ARE  you  Marine  Surveyor  in  the  port 
Surveyor  to  the  Liverpool  Dock  trustees. 

4153.  And  a Lieutenant  in  the  Navy? — Yes. 
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4154.  How  long  have  you  been  employed  at  Liverpool  in  that  situation!—! 
have  been  nine  years  in  Liverpool;  six  as  marine  surveyor,  and  three  v 
previously  us  assistant  marine  surveyor.  ™ars 

4 1 55-  Were  you  employed  as  marine  surveyor  before  that  period  ?—  I havp 
been  employed  under  the  Admiralty  for  the  last  23  years,  in  the  survevin 
serv  ice.  ' ne 

415b.  During  that  period,  have  you  had  an  opportunity  of  observing  the 
lights  on  different  parts  of  the  coast  of  the  United  Kingdom  ? — I have  ohJrv^ 
the  lights  in  all  parts  of  the  United  Kingdom. 

4157-  What  is  your  opinion  generally  as  to  their  efficiency?— I think  the 
lights  upon  the  coast  of  the  United  Kingdom  are  extremely  efficient  in  general 

4158.  Have  you  had  any  opportunity  of  observing  the  management  of  the 
light  department  in  either  kingdom? — I have. 

4159.  Will  you  state  the  result  of  your  observations? — I think  the  manage 
ment  is  extremely  good  in  all  the  lighthouses  and  lightships  that  I have  visited  " 

4160.  Do  you  mean  good  as  to  the  efficiency  of  the  servants,  and  the  regu- 
lations for  their  conduct  ?— I do.  0 

4161.  Have  you  had  any  opportunity  of  judging  how  far  they  are  economically 
managed  ?— I am  not  conversant  with  the  financial  matters  connected  with 
lighthouses  under  the  Trinity  Board  ; but  I am  with  those  of  Liverpool. 

4162.  You  cannot  give  an  opinion  of  the  amount  of  the  expenditure  for  the 
public  lights  ? — I cannot,  except  those  at  Liverpool  under  the  dock  trustees. 

4163.  Have  you  the  management  of  those  lights? — I have. 

4164.  Do  you  indent  for  and  direct  the  supplies  required  by  them?- I do. 

4165.  What  oil  is  used  ?— 1 The  best  spermaceti  oil. 

4166.  Have  you  tried  rape-seed  oil,  or  any  other  ? — I have  not. 

4167.  Are  you  aware  that  rape-seed  oil  has  been  used  extensively  in  lioiit 

houses  ? — I am  not.  0 

4168.  Are  you  not  aware  that  in  France  that  is  the  ordinary  oil  used?— I 
am  not. 

. 4»69-  Have  you  had  any  applications  from  Mr.  Wilson  of  Long  Acre,  for  the 
introduction  of  his  patent  lamp  for  your  lighthouses? — I have  not. 

4170.  Are  you  aware  of  his  improvement  in  lamps,  so  as  to  enable  them  to 
use  rape-seed  oil  r — No,  I am  not. 

4171.  In  what  way  are  the  supplies  furnished  to  your  lighthouses? — By 
tenders,  for  which  circulars  are  issued. 

4,72-  Have  you  seen  the  list  ot  wages  paid  to  the  lighthouse  keepers  by  the 
Trinity  House  ? — I have  not. 

4 1 73-  What  are  the  wages  of  your  lighthouse  keepers  ? — They  vary  ; they  are 
not  all  alike.  * J J > J 

4174-  How  many  classes  have  you? — There  are  three  classes. 

4,75-  Will  you  slate  what  they  are? — At  the  ltock  Lighthouse  we  have  three 
keepers  ; the  first  keeper  has  90 l.  a year,  the  second  and  third  keepers  each  80?., 
but  in  the  Hoy  lake  Lighthouses  they  have  as  low  as  451.  a year;  in  the  floating 
lights,  the  lightship  masters  have  105  t.  a year,  and  an  allowance  of  14  s.  a week 
tor  provisions  in  addition. 

4176-  I see  that  Crosby  floating  light  in  184-1  cost  981  of  which  611  /.  was 
loi  wages  and  provisions ; will  you  state  how  many  persons  were  employed,  and 
the  wages  ot  each  ?— Two  masters  at  105  l. , and  14  s.  a week  for  provision  money; 
six  men  at  2 1 10  s.  per  month,  and  10  s.  a week  provision  money. 

4177.  How  are  they  employed  ? — The  masters  are  employed  monthly ; one 
month  on  board,  and  one  month  on  shore  ; the  crew  serve  two  months  on  board 
and  one  month  on  shore,  so  that  in  fact  there  are  two  men  come  on  shore  each 
month. 

4178.  Do  you  keep  a duplicate  lightship  ready  in  case  of  accident  ?— We  do, 
or  each  of  our  lightships. 

4179-  Does  the  981  L,  include  the  charge  for  the  duplicate  as  well  ?— Yes. 

41  b°.  How  many  burners  have  you  in  the  Crosby  floatin-r  light  ?— Eight. 

4181.  What  is  the  size  of  the  reflectors  ?— They  are  21-inch  parabolas,  with 
the  usual  argand  lamps. 

, 4'8?-  % wh°m  are  y°»  supplied  1 The  lamps  and  redactors  are  supplied  by 

the  ooho  Plate  Company,  near  Birmingham. 

4183.  Then  is  the  981  l.  13s.  9d.  the  total  charge  during  the  year  for  the 
floating  light  and  duplicate,  including  the  repairs,  41 11 It  is. 

4184.  Caa 
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4184.  Can  you  state  the  average  charge  of  your  lighthouses  on  shore,  per  W.T»<-A,V. sq. 
annum  1— They  vary  very  considerably,  according  to  the  number  of  burners.  On  r.n. 
the  Rock  Lighthouse,  which  is  the  largest,  consisting  of'24  reflectors,  the  charge,  — 

on  the  average  of  three  years,  is  567  l 14  s.  7 d.  3 a June  1S45 

4185.  What  amount  is  charged  there  for  repairs  ?— There  is  no  charge  for 
repairs  ; no  repairs  were  necessary. 

4186.  Tnen  that  is  the  average  of  the  net  payment  for  wages  and  other  expenses? 

—It  is;  what  adds  to  the  charge  of  the  Rock  Lighthouse  "is,  that  there  are  three 
keepers,  instead  of  one. 

4187.  Why  have  you  three  there? — Because  it  is  an  isolated  lighthouse,  and 
only  accessible  at  certain  times  of  the  tide. 

4188.  What  is  the  next? — The  Leasowe  Lighthouse,  of  eight  lamps  and 
parabolic  reflectors,  with  one  keeper ; the  average  expense  is  238  /.  5 s. 

4189.  At  what  price  is  the  oil  charged  per  gallon  ? — It  varies  very  consider- 
ably ; I have  known  it  8s.  6 d.,  and  as  low  as  5 s.  10  d.  You  may  lake  the 
average  of  six  years  at  6 s.  1 d.  per  gallon. 

4190.  Is  that  the  finest  sperm  ? — The  finest  that  can  be  got. 

4191.  Obtained  by  contract? — Yes. 

4192.  How  is  it  tested? — It  is  tested  by  the  specific  gravity,  and  by  burning 
and  by  the  intensity  of  the  light. 

4193.  Do  you  test  all  the  oils  sent  in  ? — 1 do. 

4194.  How  is  it  kept  when  brought  in: — In  iron  tanks  or  cisterns. 

4195.  Have  you  one  store  for  supplying  the  whole,  from  time  to  time? — 

We  have  six  tanks,  each  containing  1,000  gallons. 

4196.  And  you  send  from  that  store  to  the  lighthouses  from  time  to  time? — 

Yes. 

4197.  You  say  you  have  only  one  keeper  at  the  Leasowe  Light;  is  there  no 
assistant  keeper  ? — He  is  a married  man,  and  his  wife  and  family  reside  with 
him. 

4198.  In  any  of  the  others  have  you  a single  keeper  ?— Yes,  in  all  of  them, 
except  the  Rock. 

4199.  Do  you  find  one  sufficient  for  the  duty  ? — Quite  so. 

4200.  At  what  hour  are  they  lighted,  and  how  long  do  they  continue  to 
burn? — From  sunset  to  sunrise. 

4201.  The  average,  therefore,  will  be  12  hours’  lighting? — Twelve  hours, 
taking  the  summer  and  winter  months  together. 

4202.  Is  the  expense  you  have  stated  the  average  charge  for  12  hours’  burn- 
ing of  each  of  those  lights? — It  is  the  average  for  three  years.  We  have  some 
lighthouses  with  only  two  reflectors. 

4203.  Will  you  state  what  is  the  average  expense  of  the  North-west  light- 
ship ? — In  1842  the  expense  was  3,662  l.  17  s.  6 d. 

4204.  How  much  of  that  was  for  repairs? — £.2,254.  15 s.  2 d.  for  repairs, 
lamps,  and  reflectors.  There  were  very  heavy  charges  that  year  for  new 
lanterns. 

4205.  Without  these  heavy  repairs,  what  will  the  average  be? — The  average 
expense  of  the  vessel  on  duty,  without  her  duplicate,  is  about  1,526  l.  14  s.  6d. ; 
that  is  the  outer  vessel. 

4206.  Including  mooring  chains  and  everything  connected  with  her  ? — Yes. 

4207.  Does  that  include  the  payment  for  the  two  masters  ? — Yes. 

4208.  And  how  many  men  ? — Eleven  men. 

4209.  That  is  the  average  for  oil,  wages,  provisions,  stores,  and  repairs? — - 
Yes. 

4210.  During  the  time  you  have  been  at  Liverpool,  have  any  of  the  floating 
vessels  broken  their  moorings  ? — Not  since  I have  been  marine  surveyor,  but 
they  were  adrift  during  the  time  I was  assistant,  under  Captain  Denham,  in 
the  great  hurricane  in  1839. 

4211.  Since  you  have  had  the  charge  of  them  they  have  been  perfectly  effi- 
cient?—Not  one  of  the  vessels  has  been  drifted  from  its  station  since  I have 
been  marine  surveyor. 

4212.  They  have  been  perfectly  efficient  the  whole  time? — Perfectly  efficient 
in  every  respect. 

4213.  There  have  been  no  complaints  on  the  part  of  the  shipping?  Not 
the  least ; quite  the  reverse. 

0.36.  k k 3 4214.  As 
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4214.  As  surveyor,  how  often  do  you  visit  them? — I generally  visit  them 
twice  a month. 

4215.  Do  the  masters  keep  a register  of  their  proceedings,  in  the  same  man- 
ner as  the  Trinity  House  keepers  are  required? — They  keep  a regular  W0f 
the  ship’s  proceedings,  which  is  brought  to  the  office  every  month. 

4216.  And  examined  as  to  its  correctness  ? — It  is. 

4217.  Sir  H.  Douglas.]  You  say  there  are  no  complaints  of  the  lights  r 

Quite  the  reverse. 

4218.  Is  it  your  opinion  that  men-of-war  ought  not  to  pay  the  light  dues?— 

I think  they  should  be  exempted. 

4219.  As  to  yachts,  do  you  think  they  ought  to  pay  ? — I think  they  should 
be  exempted  also. 

4220.  Why  should  men-of-war  be  exempted  ? — I think  vessels  employed  iu 
the  naval  service  of  the  country  ought  to  be  exempted  from  dues  of  every 
description. 

4221.  Ought  not  the  public  at  large,  then,  to  pay  for  the  lights? — They 
derive  a benefit  from  the  service  of  the  men-of-war ; they  protect  the  trade  of 
the  country. 

4222.  Are  not  the  lights  equally  useful  to  the  navy  as  well  as  to  our  com- 
mercial shipping,  and  why  should  one  individual  class  pay  for  the  general  ser- 
vice?— Men-of-war  are  always  exempted  from  all  dues  of  every  kind  whatever. 
They  are  free,  for  instance,  of  the  dock  dues  at  Liverpool ; they  use  the  docks 
continually  without  contributing  in  any  way  whatever.  I have  always  understood 
that  men-of-war  are  exempted  from  charges  in  all  places. 

4223.  If  you  are  called  upon  to  pay  towards  the  public  service,  do  not  you 
think  that  all  who  benefit  by  any  particular  service  should  pay  for  it? — It  ap- 
pears to  me  it  would  amount  to  nearly  the  same  tiling ; the  country  would  have 
to  pay  these  dues  if  they  were  charged  011  the  navy. 

4224.  Are  you  not  aware  that  the  army  is  for  the  general  benefit  of  the 
country,  and  is  paid  out  of  the  general  funds  ? — Undoubtedly. 

4225.  If  soldiers  incur  any  expense  by  going  to  the  house  of  a tavern-keeper, 
are  you  aware  that  he  is  paid  for  every  expense  incurred  by  them? — Yes;  lam 
aware  that  is  the  case. 

4226.  Then  why  should  the  commercial  shipping  be  called  upon,  being  one 
department  only,  to  supply  that  which  is  a national  establishment,  and  useful  to 
all  ? — 1 should  say  the  navy  is  for  the  protection  of  the  merchant  service;  and 
therefore  they  benefit  in  that  way. 

4227.  Your  opinion  is,  that  the  naval  force  of  the  country  should  be  exempted 
from  all  dues  which  obstruct  or  embarrass  them  in  the  execution  of  their 
duty  ? — Certainly. 

4228.  Chairman .]  But  is  it  fair  to  put  the  burthen  on  one  class,  the  commer- 
cial shipping,  when  it  is  for  the  good  of  all? — I think  the  light  dues  are  ulti- 
mately charged  on  the  goods  imported  in  the  shipping,  and  thus  fall  on  the 
consumer. 

4229.  You  think  they  ultimately  fall  on  the  consumer  ? — I should  say  so. 

4230.  Then  would  it  not  be  better  that  the  consumers  at  large,  as  they  have 
to  pay  indirectly,  should  pay  directly  a burthen  contributed  to  by  the  whole?— 
I think  it  would  amount  to  nearly  the  same  thing. 

4231.  Does  it  not  give  great  additional  trouble  to  the  merchant  service  in 
keeping  accounts  ? — I suppose  accounts  must  be  kept  for  the  lights,  place  them 
under  what  control  you  may. 

4232.  Are  you  aware  that  12,000/.  or  13,000  l.  is  paid  for  the  collection?— 
I am  aware  the  charge  is  large. 

4233.  That  would  be  entirely  saved,  if  the  community  at  large  supported 
the  lights,  as  they  do  the  navy? — I am  not  prepared  to  go  into  details  on  that 
subject. 

4234.  Sir  H.  Douglas.]  Do  you  think  steamers  ought  to  be  exempted?— I 
do  not. 

4235.  Do  you  think  coasters  ought  to  be  exempted? —I  think  not.  £ think 
they  derive  as  much  advantage  from  the  lights  as  any  class  of  vessels  ; steamers 
especially,  which  could  not  navigate  without  the  aid  of  the  lights  ; they  are 
most  important  for  steamers. 

4236.  Are  you  of  opinion  the  lights  ought  to  be  maintained  out  of  the  public 
revenue,  or  as  at  present  ? — I conceive  they  ought  not  to  be  maintained  out  or 
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the  public  revenue.  I think  those  who  derive  the  benefit  from  the  lights  ought 
to  pay  for  them. 

4237.  Is  there  any  difference  between  the  charges  for  the  Liverpool  local 
liffhts  and  the  Trinity  House  lights  ? — The  Liverpool  charges  are  much  lower 
than  those  of  the  Trinity  Board. 

4238.  Chairman.']  Is  it  all  charged  under  the  head  of  dock  dues  ? — No. 

4239-  Will  you  state  how  much  is  charged  for  the  Liverpool  lights  ? — 


[Mr.  George  Withers , Treasurer  to  the  Liverpool  Dock  Trustees,  gave  in  the 
following  Statement  in  answer  to  the  above  question :] 

Light  Dues  payable  in  Liverpool,  as  per  classes  of  Voyages,  per  Act  of  Parliament: — 


First  Class  Lighthouses  - 
Second  - - ditto 
Third  - - ditto 
Fourth  - - ditto 
Fifth  - - ditto 
Sixth  StSeventh  ditto 


d. 


-h 

1 

1 

1 


Floating  Lights 

- Ditto 

- Ditto 

- Ditto 

- Ditto 

- Ditto 


d. 

-£ 

- h 

-h 

-h 

- h 


4240.  Sir  II.  Douglas.]  Of  whom  is  the  dock  committee  composed  ? — Of 
13  members  elected  from  the  town  council,  and  8 by  the  dock-due  payers. 

4241.  How  are  they  elected? — Those  from  the  dock-due  payers  are  elected 
for  four  years,  the  others  according  to  the  time  they  have  to  serve  in  the 
council ; the  aldermen  for  six  years,  the  common  councilmen  for  three. 

4242.  Are  many  of  the  dock  committee  nautical  men  ? — Several  of  them. 

4243.  Do  you  know  how  many? — I think  three  or  four  at  the  present  time. 

4244.  Is  any  rule  laid  down  as  to  the  number  of  nautical  men  on  the  Board? 
— No. 

4245.  Mr.  Somes.]  They  may  be  all  landsmen  1 — Yes. 

4246.  Chairman.]  The  electors  may«elect  whom  they  please? — Yes. 

4247.  Sir  II.  Douglas.]  Do  you  recollect  hearing  anything  relating  to  the 
North-west  light  vessel  breaking  adrift  ? — I remember  the  North-west  light 
vessel  breaking  adrift  in  the  hurricane  of  January  1889. 

4248.  Has  that  often  happened,  the  breaking  adrift  of  light  ships,  within 
your  recollection  ? — We  have  had  no  vessels  adrift  since  I have  been  marine 
surveyor,  that  is,  since  1839 ; previously  there  were  several  instances,  when 
Captain  Denham  was  there. 

4249.  Did  you  inspect  the  mooring  chains  that  gave  way  ? — I did. 

4250.  Are  you  able  to  state  whether  they  were  sufficient  ? — The  chains  were 
made  under  Captain  Denham’s  inspection.  They  were  procured  by  the  cir- 
culars that  were  issued,  and  tenders  sent  in  in  the  usual  manner ; they  were 
manufactured  under  Captain  Denham’s  inspection,  and  were  subsequently  sent 
to  the  corporation  testing  machine,  where  they  underwent  the  usual  test.  The 
vessels  were  moored  with  them,  and  he  never  protested  against  them,  or  stated 
they  were  inefficient ; and  in  his  report,  which  was  made  up  to  the  31st  De- 
cember 1838,  he  states  “ the  riding  vessels  are  efficient  at  their  stations.” 

4251.  Who  were  the  chains  supplied  by? — The  chains  were  supplied  by  a 
manufacturer  of  the  name  of  Norris,  at  that  time  one  of  the  most  respectable 
manufacturers  in  Liverpool. 

4252.  Was  it  Captain  Denham’s  duty  to  inspect  and  survey  the  chains? — 
It  was  his  duty  to  see  them  inspected,  and  for  that  purpose  one  of  the  masters 
of  the  light  vessels  was  deputed  to  attend  at  the  corporation  testing  machine 
during  the  time  they  were  being  proved,  and  afterwards  to  report  to  Captain 
Denham  the  efficiency  of  the  chains,  and  to  bring  him  the  testing  tickets. 
I hold  in  my  hand  a certificate,  signed  by  the  superintendent  of  the  testing 
machine,  which  is  as  follows  : 


I hereby  certify  that  a chain  mooring  of  1 £ inch  iron,  made  by  Philip  Norris  of 
Liverpool,  for  the  ship  “ Meteor,”  being  54  fathoms  in  length,  with  12  links  to  each  fathom, 
having  12  shackles,  and  weighing  75cwt.  lqr.  8 lbs.,  has  been  proved  at  this  machine,  and 
found  capable  of  sustaining  a degree  of  tension  equal  to  49  tons  in  weight. 

(signed)  William  Knowles,  Superintendent. 


4253.  Who  is  William  Knowles? — He  is  one  of  the  officers,  who  has  the 
charge  of  the  testing  machine, 
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4254.  What  was  the  name  of  the  light  vessel  that  broke  loose Tl 

Meteor.  ' llle 

4255.  This  is  a certificate  of  testing  in  November  1837;  were  thev  th 

very  cables  that  broke  loose  in  January  1839  ? — Yes.  ^ ese 

4256.  Then,  does  it  appear  from  that  certificate  the  chains  were  reeularl 

tested  by  the  corporation  testing  machine  ? — It  does.  ° ^ 

4257.  What  power  was  applied?— It  states  that  they  were  found  capable  of 

• sustaining  a degree  of  tension  equal  to  4-9  tons.  . 1 1 

4258.  Has  the  same  test  been  applied  to  all  subsequent  cables  since  yo 

were  there  ? — Invariably.  ' 11 

4259.  Do  you  use  a greater  or  a smaller  test  at  present  ?— We  use  the  same 

4260.  What  have  been  the  dimensions  of  the  chains  you  have  employed  since 

1839?— They  are  now  an  inch  and  H,  which  is  somewhat  smaller  than  they  were 
in  1839  ; those  chains  were  an  inch  and  g.  J 

4261.  Mr.  Somes.]  Why  is  that  ?— Because  we  find  them  quite  sufficient-  to 
hold  the  vessels. 

4262.  Why  have  you  made  a difference  in  the  size  from  an  inch  and  g to  an 
inch  and  g,  when,  in  1839,  the  light  vessel  broke  adrift  with  inch  and  g chains? 
—We  found  there  was  less  wear  with  the  lighter  chains,  and  that  the  vessel 
rode  easier. 

4263.  Chairman .]  In  1837,  an  inch  and  f chain  was  tested  at  the  same  time 
as  the  cable  of  an  inch  and  |?— Yes,  that  was  for  the  part  next  the  anchor, 
not  the  part  next  the  vessel’s  bows. 

4264.  Did  the  cable  consist  of  two  pieces  ?— Of  three  lengths,  of  30  fathoms 
each. 

4265.  Sir  H.  Douglas.]  With  respect  to  testing  iron  cables  to  that  extent,  is 
it  not  found  to  be  a very  bad  principle  to  strain  them  to  that  extent? — I think  a 
test  of  some  kind  is  very  necessary  in  order  to  see  that  the  workmanship  is 
good,  because  I think  that  chains  more  frequently  break  from  bad  weldin^ 
than  from  any  other  cause. 

4266.  Is  it  consistent  with  your  knowledge  that  it  has  frequently  been  dis- 
covered that  chains,  tested  to  the  extent  of  their  calculated  power,  have,  as  it 
appeared  afterwards,  been  on  the  eve  of  breaking,  and  when  strained  on  service 
gave  way,  to  the  very  great  astonishment  of  those  who  relied  on  the  testing 
they  had  undergone ; and  in  many  cases,  whether  it  has  not  appeared  that,  being 
so  strained,  they  had  been  on  the  very  verge  of  breaking,  and  did,  in  point  of 
fact,  break  soon  afterwards? — I am  aware  that  chain  cables  may  be  what  I may 
call  over-tested,  and  have  subsequently  broken  with  a less  strain  than  thev  have 
been  subjected  to. 

4267.  Chairman.]  Is  it  not  the  practice  whilst  the  cable  is  under  trial  to 
examine  every  individual  link  to  see  whether  it  has  given,  or  in  any  way  failed? 

Every  individual  link  is  examined  at  our  corporation  testing  machine. 

4268.  Is  the  mode  of  testing  now  the  same  as  it  was  in  1837  ?— It  is. 

4269.  Sir  H.  Douglas.]  Did  Captain  Denham  see  these  cables  proved? — I 
am  not  aware  whether  he  personally  saw  the  proof. 

4270.  Did  he  certify  the  sufficiency  of  the  cables  ? — He  did. 

4271.  VV  hat  objection  did  he  make  to  them  ? — He  never  objected  to  them  at 
all,  in  any  way  whatever. 

4272.  Chairman.]  What  kind  of  certificate  did  he  give  ? — He  gave  no  cer- 
tificate, except  that  he  stated  in  his  monthly  reports  that  the  vessels  were  in 
every  respect  efficient  at  their  stations.  I apprehend  that  amounts  to  a cer- 
tificate. 

4273-  Sir  H.  Douglas.]  Were  you  with  Captain  Denham  at  that  time?— 
1 was. 


4274.  Acting  under  his  orders? — Yes. 

4275.  For  what  period?— From  1836  to  1839. 

4276.  Did  Captain  Denham  ever  complain  of  the  price  of  the  cable  ?— Not 
at  all.  I hold  in  my  hand  a letter,  which  is  addressed  by  Captain  Denham  to 
Mr.  Norris,  the  maker  of  these  chains ; and  he  appears  to  object  to  the  price  of 
18  s.,  and  states  they  ought  only  to  have  charged  16  s. : 


M r.  Philip  Norris,  Marine  Surveyor’s  Office,  14  Feb,  1838. 

I hesitate  certifying  your  bill  of  8fl/.  llr.  ad.  for  chain  supplied  for  buoy  service 
until  you  oblige  me  with  a written  explanation  as  to  why  you  charie  18r.  per  cwt.,  as  the 
ouly  justification  m niv  selecting  you  was  the  fact  of  your  haring  so  recently  made  thi 

mooring? 
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moorings  at  16s.  per  cwt. : it  does  not  appear  to  be  an  advance  in  iron,  as  3'ou  charge  5 d. 
per  lb.  for  swivels.  The  chains  cannot  require  so  much  workmanship,  having  no  studs.  The 
28s.  for  anchor  stock  is  also  objectionable,  and  considerably  more  than  Gladstones  are  now 
making  anchors  at  for  us. 

I hope  you  will  be  able  to  revise  the  bills  satisfactorily  to  committee,  on  every  account. 
Are  you  clear  that  6 s.  per  cwt.  is  all  that  ought  to  be  allowed  on  broken  stock  ? It  is  a 
striking  disproportion  in  the  sum,  2 12  g,  seeing  that  it  weighed  half  the  new  one. 

Yours,  See. 

(signed)  H.  M.  Denham. 

‘(Note.— Mr.  Norris  came  and  charged  16s.  per  cwt.  for  all  the  chain,  instead  of  18s.) 

II.  M.  D. 

4277.  Did  Captain  Denham,  resign  the  situation  of  marine  surveyor? — No, 
he  did  not ; he  sent  in  a narrative  of  the  occurrences  that  took  place  on  the  7th 
of  January  1839 ; and  the  dock  committee  came  to  a resolution  to  dispense 
with  his  services. 

4278.  Was  the  light  ship  which  drifted  in  1839  built  and  fitted  up  under 
Captain  Denham’s  own  inspection  ? — She  was. 

4279.  Have  you  a copy  of  the  representation  made  to  the  dock  committee 
by  Captain  Denham  ? — I have.  (The  Witness  delivered  in  the  same.)  I would 
also  give  in  the  dock  committee’s  resolution,  upon  his  narrative  being  received. 
(The  same  ivas  delivered  in.) 

4280.  Sir  H.  Douglas .]  How  was  the  light  vessel  moored  at  that  time? — 
She  was  moored  by  chains  athwart  the  stream. 

4281.  Had  she  a spare  chain  and  anchor?— She  had  a small  spare  chain  and 
anchor ; not  a sufficient  one  for  her  to  ride  by  at  her  outer  moorings. 

4282.  Is^  that  the  usual  and  proper  way  to  moor  a light  vessel,  athwart 
the  stream  r — I think  not ; I think  she  is  better  moored  with  the  stream,  as  at 
present. 

4283.  How  is  she  moored  now  ? — She  is  moored  with  the  stream. 

4284.  "Was  she  moored  athwart  the  stream  during  the  whole  of  Captain  Den- 
ham’s management  ? — Yes. 

4285.  And  was  it  complained  of  by  the  men  on  board? — Yes;  the  men 
said  the  vessel  used  to  ride  very  uneasily. 

4286.  Is  it  your  opinion  it  was  wrong  ? — My  opinion  is  that  she  is  much 
better  moored  with  the  stream,  as  at  present. 

4287.  Did  you  ever  represent  your  opinion  to  Captain  Denham  ? — No. 

4288.  With  respect  to  the  length  of  the  moorings,  was  the  light  vessel  pinned 
down  and  moored  too  taut  ? — The  vessel  was  very  much  too  taut,  in  my 
opinion,  the  Eormby  vessel  especially  ; she  lies  in  3<fc  feet  at  low  water  spring- 
tides,  and  she  had  about  70  or  SO  fathom  each  way,  which  would  make  160 
fathoms. 

4289.  Mr.  Chapman.']  How  much  had  she  veered  away  in  the  gale  ? — From 
the  manner  in  which  they  are  moored,  they  cannot  veer  at  all ; the  chains  were 
stretched  out  as  taut  as  they  could  be,  at  low  water. 

4290.  Chairman.~\  What  is  the  rise  of  the  tide  ? — Twenty-eight  feet,  where 
she  rides. 

4291.  If  the  chains  are  taut  at  low  water,  and  there  is  a rise  of  tide  of  28 
leet,  will  there  not  be  a great  strain  upon  the  chains  ? — Yes  ; it  always  used  to 
wake  the  vessel  extremely  uneasy  : from  1836  to  1839,  the  time  when  Captain 
Denham  left,  the  Formby  vessel  broke  eight  chains. 

4292-  Sir  H.  Douglas.^  That  was  whilst  she  was  moored  in  that  way? — Yes. 

4293.  What  must  be  the  effect  of  the  sea  striking  a ship  moored  in  that 
manner,  athwart  the  stream  ? — There  must  be  a great  tendency  to  break  the 
mooring  chains.  I should  wish  to  mention,  that  during  the  last  six  years  that 
vessel  has  never  broke  but  one  chain. 

4294.  Chairman^]  Have  you  got  the  chains  from  the  same  party,  or  from 
any  other  ? — From  different  manufacturers. 

4295.  Sir  TI.  Douglas .]  Do  the  dock  committee  afford  3rou  all  the  facilities 
you  require  ?— Every  facility. 

4296.  And  as  regards  expense  ? — There  is  no  expense  spared  at  Liverpool. 

4297.  What  is  your  opinion  of  the  Liverpool  arrangements  ? — I do  not  think 

ey  could  be  better  than  they  are  ; I am  sure  they  could  not. 

°-3o.  L l 4298.  Are- 
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4298.  Are  you  cramped  in  any  way  by  the  committee  ? — Quite  the  reverse. 

4299.  Chairman .]  All  your  suggestions  are  attended  to  ?— Every  one  of  them. 

4300.  Sir  H.  Douglas.']  Have  you  steamers  at  your  disposal }— Yes;  we  have 
an  agreement  with  the  Steam  Tug  Company,  by  which  they  are  bound  to  have 
one  of  their  large  steamers  with  her  steam  up,  ready  for  instant  service  night 
and  day. 

4301.  Are  any  of  your  light-ships  made  of  iron?— The  North-west  light- 
ship is  of  iron;  it  was  built  under  my  own  direction. 

4302.  How  does  she  answer  ?— She  rides  extremely  well. 

4303.  Chairman .]  What  is  the  difference  in  cost  between  iron  and  wood?— 

I think,  on  a vessel  of  that  tonnage,  iron  would  be  rather  dearer  than  wood. 
She  cost  about  6,000/.,  and  is  of  200  tons  burthen,  new  measurement. 

4304.  Mr.  Chapman.]  I will  ask  you  one  question  as  to  your  opinion  about 
the  navy  paying  for  lights : are  you  aware  that  the  Admiralty  have  placed  and 
erected  several  very  important  lights  to  the  trade  of  the  country,  without  exact- 
ing one  shilling  in  the  way  of  duty  to  be  paid  into  the  public  treasury  ?— I was 
not  aware  of  that. 

4305.  Are  you  aware  that  they  have  erected  a light  at  Gibraltar,  at  their 
own  expense  ? — I know  there  is  a light  at  Gibraltar,  but  I am  not  aware  it  was 
put  up  by  the  Admiralty. 

4306.  Are  you  aware  that  in  the  Bahama  Channel  they  have  placed  one  or 
two  lights  at  their  own  expense  ? — 1 was  not  aware  of  that. 

4307.  Also  the  light  upon  the  Breakwater  at  Plymouth;  there  is  no  charge 
made  for  that? — 1 know  the  light  upon  the  Breakwater,  but  I did  not  know 
it  had  been  put  up  by  the  Admiralty. 

4308.  The  Galloper  light  was  placed  by  the  Admiralty  originally  ?— Yes;  she 
is  a very  useful  light. 

4309.  And  the  Gull  light  was  placed  by  the  Admiralty? — Yes. 

4310.  The  Admiralty  erected  these  lights  for  the  public  benefit,  and  no 
charge  is  made  to  any  ship  for  the  exhibition  of  them  ? — I always  imagined 
that  these  lights  belonged  to  the  Trinity  Board. 

4311.  Mr.  Somes.]  I want  to  know  how  often  the  chains  of  the  floating  lights 
at  Liverpool  are  hove  up  for  examination  ? — The  light-ship  chains  are  hove  up 
once  a week  ; not  the  whole  length,  but  as  far  as  the  master  can  see  he  heaves 
in  and  examines  the  chain ; that  is  the  wearing  part,  next  the  bows  ; the  parts 
next  the  anchor  are  not  much  worn. 

4312.  How  often  do  you  lift  the  anchors? — We  lift  the  moorings  once  a 
year,  in  the  month  of  August. 

4313.  I think  you  say  that  the  light  vessels  have  no  spare  cable,  for  the 
purpose  of  veering,  in  case  another  vessel  falls  foul  of  them  ? — We  cannot 
allow  the  light  ships  to  veer,  because  they  are  leading  objects  for  the  Channel; 
but  they  are  provided  with  spare  anchors  and  cables,  that  in  the  event  of 
breaking  one  arm  of  their  moorings,  or  both,  they  may  be  enabled  to  bring  the 
vessel  up. 

4314.  Do  you  not,  as  a sailor,  think  it  desirable  to  have  a spare  cable  to 
veer  away? — It  would  not  answer  with  the  Liverpool  light-ships.  I should  be 
very  much  afraid  to  let  the  masters  have  the  means  of  veering  in  those  vessels. 

4315.  I think  you  said  each  cable  was  about  70  fathom;  should  you  not 
think  it  desirable  to  have  a greater  scope  to  veer? — No,  I would  rather  they 
were  moored  as  they  are  now,  a great  deal. 

4316.  They  are  moored  with  the  stream  ? — Yes,  and  they  have  a swivel,  so 
that  they  can  take  the  turns  out  of  the  moorings  as  the  vessel  swings. 

4317.  Do  you  go  out  more  frequently  now  to  examine  the  chains  than  when 
Captain  Denham  was  there? — About  the  same,  I think. 

4318.  And  you  have  the  same  regulations,  I suppose  ? — Yes,  precisely. 

4319.  And  you  have  no  better  accommodation  for  surveying  them  than  Cap- 
tain Denham  had? — Yes  ; we  have  the  assistance  of  the  Steam  Tug  Company- 
We  have  an  agreement  with  the  Steam  Tug  Company,  by  which  I can  have  tne 
command  of  six  powerful  steamers  at  a moment. 

4320.  At  what  period  was  the  arrangement  made  with  the  Steam  ComP?ny 
to  give  the  Light  Ships’  Committee  the  assistance  of  their  steamers?— 1 
agreement  has  existed  verbally  since  1836.  Last  year  we  entered  into  a re- 
gular written  agreement  to  pay  them  400  guineas  a year  for  the  use  or 
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steamers,  and  25  guineas  every  time  they  towed  out  a life-boat  to  the  assistance 
of  a wreck. 

4321.  Had  Captain  Denham  always  a steam-boat  at  his  service? — No,  he  had 
not  ; he  used  to  have  occasionally ; he  had  no  steamer  of  his  own. 

4322.  Mr.  Somes.]  Then  do  you  think  he  had  cause  of  complaint  against  the 
corporation,  in  not  providing  him  with  that  accommodation? — No;  he  had 
the  option  of  hiring  when  he  required  a steamer. 

4323.  Chairman .]  You  have  stated  that  every  attention  has  been  paid  to 
your  representations  by  the  dock  committee;  was  that  the  case  during  the 
time  Captain  Denham  held  the  situation  ? — I believe  it  was  when  he  first  came 
there. 

4324.  Was  there  ever  any  change ; did.  any  difference  take  place  between 
him  and  the  Board  ? — I think  latterly  there  was  not  a very  good  understand- 
ing between  them. 

4325.  Had  he  the  same  establishment  and  the  same  facilities  at  his  command 
that  you  have  now  ? — Yes  ; he  had  everything  that  I have,  with  the  exception 
that  I have  a greater  command  of  steam  now,  because  the  Steam  Tug  Company 
have  increased  the  number  and  power  of  their  boats  considerably  since  he  left; 
they  have  built  some  very  powerful  boats  since  that  time. 

4326.  During  the  time  that  Captain  Denham  was  there,  are  you  aware  that 
any  applications  were  made  by  him  which  were  refused  by  the  committee  ? 
— No;  the  crew  of  the  tender  was  discharged,  being  considered  superfluous, 
as  their  duty  might  be  performed  by  the  shore  party  of  the  light-ships*  crews. 

4327.  How  is  the  buoy  tender  manned  now  ? — By  the  shore  party  of  the 
light-ships’  crews  ; the  meii  off  duty  on  shore. 

4328.  In  his  time  why  was  she  not  manned  in  the  same  way  ? — When  I first 
joined  him  he  had  a crew  belonging  to  that  vessel,  separate  from  the  light-ships’ 
crew  altogether.  The  dock  committee  thought  that  an  unnecessary  expense. 
They  did  away  with  that  crew,  and  made  him  man  the  vessel  from  the  shore 
party  of  the  light-ships*  crews,  as  I do  at  this  moment. 

4329.  And  that  caused  some  difference  ? — Yes. 

4330.  Mr.  Somes.]  What  was  Captain  Denham’s  motive  for  mooring  the 
light  vessel  across  the  stream  ? — I do  not  know. 

4331.  Is  it  not  unusual? — I fancy  he  did  it  with  a view  to  the  vessel 
riding  with  an  open  hawse  with  westerly  winds,  which  was  the  worst  wind  she 
could  be  exposed  to. 

4332.  Chairman .]  Have  you,  in  your  observations,  paid  any  attention  to  the 
difference  between  flashing  and  fixed  lights,  as  to  their  utility  on  the  coast? — 
I have ; one  of  our  lights  is  a flashing  light  at  Point  Lynas. 

4333-  Which  do  you  prefer  as  a distinguishing  light;  in  what  instance  would 
you  employ  flashing  instead  of  fixed  lights  ? — To  effect  a distinction  is  a very 
important  object,  and  I think  a flashing  light  is  seen  at  a greater  distance ; it 
has  a peculiar  physiological  effect  on  the  retina  of  the  eye. 

4334*  Then  when  flashing  lights  can  be  used  with  advantage  to  discrimi- 
nate light  from  light,  you  think  their  effect  would  be  good  upon  the  shipping  ? 
—I  think  flashing  lights  are  good,  but  it  would  not  do  to  adopt  them  entirely, 
as  the  only  mode  to  distinguish  them  would  then  be  by  the  interval  elapsing 
between  each  flash,  which  would  be  very  dangerous  to  a vessel  making  the 
hght  in  thick  tempestuous  weather. 

4335-  Sir  H.  Douglas.]  From  your  observations,  can  you  suggest  any  im- 
provements in  the  system  carried  on  by  the  Trinity  House,  the  Irish  Ballast 
Board,  and  the  Northern  Light  Commissioners  ? — No,  I cannot ; I think  the 
kghts  are  very  efficiently  managed. 

4336.  Have  you  found  any  difficulty  since  you  were  appointed  in  maintaining 
aod  keeping  up  your  lights  in  perfect  efficiency? — None  whatever. 

4337*  Are  they  considered  equal  to  the  Trinity  House  lights,  in  proportion 
to  their  size  ? — Quite  so. 

4338.  And  every  article  supplied  to  you  is  of  the  very  best  kind? — Yes, 

everything. 

4339-  Mr.  Somes.]  Do  you  think  a revolving  light  the  best  light  for  a narrow 
channel  ? — I think  a revolving  light  is  very  good  ; it  produces  a greater  effect 
than  a fixed  light. 

434°-  Have  you  ever  recommended  it  ? — We  have  one ; our  Rock  light  is  a 
revolving  light.  I would  beg  to  mention  that  at  Liverpool  we  cannot  move  the 

0.36.  L l 2 light-ships. 
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light-ships,  buoys,  or  beacons,  without  the  sanction  of  the  Trinity  Board.  tye 
have  in  all  cases  to  obtain  their  sanction  before  we  can  make  any  alteration. 

4341.  Chairman .]  Have  you  found  your  applications  to  them  speedily  at. 
tended  to  ? — They  are  always  attended  to. 

4342.  Mr.  Somes.']  If  buoys  break  adrift,  you  can  replace  them?— Yes 
but  we  cannot  make  any  alteration  without  obtaining  their  sanction. 

4343.  You  see  no  objection  to  that? — None  whatever. 

4344.  Chairman.]  Have  you  any  further  observations  to  make  ? — In  corro- 
boration of  my  evidence  as  to  the  efficiency  of  the  Liverpool  lights,  I beg  to 
read  the  following  few  lines  from  the  Admiralty  Sailing  Directions  for  the  coast 
of  Wales,  published  by  the  Hydrographer  to  the  Admiralty  in  184-3,  in  which 
after  giving  a description  of  the  Liverpool  lights,  he  concludes  thus:  “The 
foregoing  pages  will  have  proved  how  judiciously  and  elaborately  the  several 
approaches  to  Liverpool  have  been  lighted  and  buoyed  ; and  the  following 
statement  of  the  number  of  vessels  that  passed  through  each  of  them  during  the 
year  184-2,  will  in  some  degree  show  their  comparative  accessibility  : — 


Through  the  Victoria  Channel  - 17,822 

,,  Rock  Channel  - 13,284- 

„ Half-tide  Swatch  - 2,098 

„ Old  Formby  Channel  - 289 


Besides  its  extensive  system  of  buoying  and  lighting,  the  numerous  life-boats 
of  Liverpool  afford  another  proof  of  the  public  spirit  with  which  the  affairs  of  this 
great  port  are  conducted ; there  being 

At  Waterloo  Pier  Head  2 


At  the  Magazines 2 

At  Hoylake  --------  2 

At  Air  Point 2 

At  Formby  Point  - - - 1 


They  have  all  been  built  since  1840,  are  excellent  sea-boats,  and  the  crews 
are  picked  fishermen,  residing  near  the  several  stations. 

“ It  now  remains  only  to  give  a general  tide  table  for  Liverpool  Bay,  to  assist 
vessels  in  knowing  what  depths  to  expect  in  any  of  the  channels.” 


Luncs,  16°  die  Junii,  1846. 


Mr.  Chapman. 

Sir  Howard  Douglas. 
Mr.  Duncan. 


MEMBERS  PRESENT. 


Mr.  Hume. 
Mr.  Mitcalfe. 
Mr.  Somes. 


JOSEPH  HUME,  Esq.  in  the  Chair. 


Alexander  Gordon , Esq.  called  in  ; and  Examined. 

4345-  Chairman.]  ARE  you  a Civil  Engineer? — lam;  I have  been  in  the 
profession  for  about  20  years. 

4346.  Have  you  been  at  all  engaged  in  establishing  lighthouses? — In  the  year 
i 833  or  1834  I was  the  means  of  introducing  to  the  notice  of  the  Trinity  House 
and  the  Northern  Light  Commissioners  the  lenticulated  system  of  Fresnell. 

4347-  IR  what  way? — By  obtaining  from  Mr.  Maritz,  of  the  Hague,  whose 
brother  superintends  the  department  for  constructing  lighthouses,  lanterns,  and 
lights  in  Holland,  one  of  Fresnell’s  fourth  order.  Mr.  Maritz  came  over  at  con- 
siderable personal  expense  to  this  country;  and  in  consequence  of  that  my  attention 
was  very  much  directed  to  the  construction  of  lighthouses,  having  in  view  the 
greatest  economy  and  the  greatest  facility  of  erecting  them. 

4348.  In  what  way  did  you  make  that  communication  to  the  Trinity  House, 

and 
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and  what  ivas  the  result  ? — I attended  personally  at  the  Trinity  House,  and  Mr 
Maritz  and  I exhibited  the  apparatus  there.  We  fitted  it  up  in  their  lighthouse 
at  Purfleet,  and  lighted  it  for  their  inspection ; but  they  were  not  then  satisfied 
with  the  proposal  for  the  lenticulated  apparatus. 

4349.  In  what  year  was  that?— I think  in  1833.  Subsequently  to  my  beino- 
in  Edinburgh,  and  exhibiting  the  apparatus  to  the  Northern  Light  Commission® 
and  also  at  the  meeting  of  the  British  Association,  Mr.  Alan  Stevenson  was  sent 
to  France,  and  brought  over  a lenticulated  apparatus  of  Fresnell’s.  The  Trinity 
House  and  the  Northern  Light  Commissioners  proceeded  upon  the  recommendation 
of  Mr.  Alan  Stevenson  to  introduce  that  system  of  lighting.  That  was  the  first  or 
origin  of  the  consideration  which  I gave  to  lighthouses.  I was  applied  to,  from  Ja- 
maica, about  the  end  of  the  year  1 840,  to  report  upon  a lighthouse  for  Morant  Point. 
I was  told  that  the  site  was  on  an  extensive  lagoon,  that  Europeans  could  scarcely 
live  there,  and  that  it  was  important  to  have  the  work  erected  as  expeditiously  as 
possible.  I at  first  thought  of  a tower,  in  masonry,  similar  to  that  at  St.  Kathe- 
rine’s in  the  Isle  of  Wight,  which,  with  its  lantern,  cost  11,599?.  in  erecting; 
but  such  a lighthouse  in  Jamaica  would  have  cost  near  20,000/.,  if  built  in  ma- 
sonry ; and  as  English  masons  and  bricklayers  would  have  had  to  be  sent  out, 
and  one  half  of  them  might  have  died  in  the  unhealthy  swamp,  and  six  years’ 
time  would  have  been  required  for  its  erection,  if  it  had  stood  so  long,  considering 
the  shocks  of  earthquakes  which  are  there  so  common  ; I therefore  proposed  a 
large  cast-iron  lighthouse,  of  which  I exhibit  a rough  sketch,  to  give  some  idea  of 
the  extent  of  the  work,  and  an  excerpt  from  the  votes  of  the  House  of  Assembly, 
of  which  I hand  in  a printed  copy,  which  will  show  the  short  time  in  which  it 
was  erected. 

4350.  What  were  the  dimensions  of  that  lighthouse  at  Jamaica  ?— Eighteen 
and  a half  feet  diameter  at  the  base  ; 11  feet  diameter  under  the  gallery  footway  ; 
the  height  up  to  the  gallery  86i  feet ; total  height  from  the  base  to  the  top  of  the 
lantern,  101  feet  six  inches. 

4351*  What  kind  of  light  is  that? — It  is  a revolving  light  with  three  faces,  and 
five  reflectors  upon  each  face. 

4352.  How  long  were  you  in  establishing  that? — Eight  months  after  the  selec- 
tion of  the  tower  by  the  commissioners  in  Jamaica  (on  the  8th  of  March  1841), 
he  tower  was  ready  for  shipment.  It  was  lighted  in  November  1842,  but  it  was 
ready  for  lighting  on  the  1st  of  August  1842. 

4353-  What  was  the  expense  attending  that? — The  price  of  the  tower,  lantern 
and  all,  fitted  up  in  London,  taken  to  pieces,  packed  and  shipped,  was  3,500  /. 

4354-  And  of  putting  it  up?— The  putting  it  up  cost  about  600/.  I am  not 
quite  sure  of  the  sum,  because  I never  got  any  official  returns  from  Jamaica. 

4355*  The  expense  being  about  how  much  altogether  ? — About  4,100  l.  alto- 
gether. 

4356.  Does  that  include  stores  within,  and  everything? — Everything  supplied, 
exclusive  of  the  excavation  made  by  the  island  engineer  for  fixing  the  tower. 

43.57*  Was  the  tower  fixed  on  a bank  ? — Upon  a coral  rock,  level  with  the  sea. 

4358.  Upon  a solid  rock? — We  put  two  courses  of  Bramley  fall  stone  under  it, 
which  we  sent  out  on  purpose  from  England. 

4359-  As  concrete  ? — To  prevent  the  filtration  of  the  salt  water  upwards  through 
the  coral  rock,  which  might  soften  the  iron. 

4360.  Were  you  the  contractor  ? — No  ; I was  the  engineer. 

4361.  Who  were  the  contractors? — The  contractors  were  Messrs.  Bramah  & 
-Robinson,  of  Pimlico,  for  the  tower ; Mr.  De  Ville  for  the  lantern  and  lighting 
apparatus. 


4362.  Can  you  state  what  the  lantern  and  lighting  apparatus  cost  separately  ? 
£•  1,600  for  the  lantern  and  lighting  apparatus. 

4363.  As  part  of  the  3,600/.  ? — Yes. 

. 43^4-  Have  you  had  any  report  upon  that  lighthouse  since  then,  to  know  how 
4 has  stood  ? — I have  had  several  reports  from  the  commissioners  in  Jamaica,  and 
amongst  others,  as  the  first,  they  sent  me  a copy  of  the  votes  of  the  House  of 
Assembly,  in  which  their  satisfaction  with  the  light  is  expressed. 

. 4365.  It  was  first  lighted  in  1842  ; since  then  have  you  had  any  report? — I am 
m constant  communication  with  them  when  they  require  oil  or  stores  for  the 
lighthouse. 

4366.  Who  supplies  the  oil  or  stores  sent  out? — I send  them  out,  getting  them 
from  De  Ville’s. 


0.36. 
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A.  Cordon,  Esq.  4367.  Can  you  state  what  has  been  the  annual  expense  of  the  lighthouse  for 

stores? — I understood  from  one  of  the  commissioners  that  the  cost  of  stores  for 

16  June  1845.  the  lighthouse  was  nearly  200 1.  per  annum. 

4368.  Does  that  include  oil?— Yes. 

4369.  What  oil  is  used  ? — The  best  sperm  oil. 

4370.  Do  you  know  whether  there  are  any  other  stores  than  those  which  De 

Ville  furnishes  ? — None.  _ 

4371.  Have  there  been  any  expenses  for  repairs  ? — There  have  been  no  repairs, 
except  painting  the  tower  once  a year. 

4372.  Are  we  to  understand  that  De  Ville  has  furnished  all  the  stores? — Yes, 
under  my  direction. 

4373.  Have  you  had  any  return  of  the  expenditure  of  the  stores  ; can  you  give 
us  an  account  of  the  actual  expenditure  of  the  lighthouse  within  the  last  two  years? 
— I cannot,  other  than  what  I have  already  given.  I believe  a great  deal  more 
is  paid  for  lighthouse  attendants  than  is  at  all  necessary. 

4374.  But  you  do  not  know  what  it  is  ? — I do  not. 

4375.  Have  you  been  employed  on  any  other  lighthouse  works  ? — I was  em- 
ployed by  the  Treasury  to  report,  design,  and  specify  a lighthouse  for  the  island 
of  Bermuda. 

4376.  When  was  that?— About  two  or  three  years  ago. 

4377.  Has  that  been  erected? — The  Treasury  handed  it  over  to  the  Board  of 
Ordnance,  and  the  Ordnance  also  employed  me.  That  is  now  in  progress  of 
erection;  it  was  erected  in  this  country,  and  is  now  in  progress  of  permanent 
erection  at  Bermuda. 

4378.  Is  that  upon  the  same  plan  as  the  Jamaica  one? — Much  the  same; 
but  making  provision  for  greater  strength,  because  it  is  a loftier  tower,  and  placed 
on  a more  elevated  situation ; therefore  more  endangered  by  hurricanes  than  the 
one  at  Jamaica. 

4379.  Are  you  aware  whether  it  has  yet  been  erected  ?— It  is  not  yet  more 
than  two-thirds  completed. 

4380.  How  many  burners  are  there  ? — The  lighting  apparatus  in  the  lantern 
consists  of  one  of  Fresnell’s  first  order ; it  was  ordered  from  Fresnell  previous  to 
the  time  of  the  Treasury  applying  to  me. 

4381.  Is  that  a fixed  light  ?— It  is  a fixed  light,  with  a revolving  light  of 
eight  beams  in  the  circle. 

4382.  You  do  not  know  what  that  has  cost? — It  cost  in  this  country,  when 
shipped  and  sent  out,  about  5,500  1. 

4383.  With  all  the  apparatus? — With  all  the  apparatus  complete. 

4384.  Was  every  thing  sent  off  requisite  to  erect  the  lighthouse,  within  that 
amount?' — It  was. 

4385.  Do  you  know  what  oil  they  are  going  to  burn  there  ? — I hope  they  will 
use  sperm  oil  only. 

4386.  Have  you  had  any  other  experience  in  lighthouses? — I have  been  em- 
ployed for  a lighthouse  at  Point  de  Galle  in  Ceylon ; and  my  reports,  specifications, 
and  designs  are  now  before  Lord  Stanley. 

4387.  That  lighthouse  is  not  completed  yet  ? — It  is  not. 

4388.  Mr.  Somes.~\  The  lighthouse  at  Gibraltar  is  built  of  stone? — It  has  a 

low  iron  kirb,  forming  the  lower  part  of  the  lantern  ; and  that  kirb  is  fixed  upon 
a natural  elevation,  of  considerable  altitude.  _ 

4389.  Chairman.]  Will  you  state  what  are  the  advantages  of  having  iron  light- 
houses, instead  of  brick  or  stone  ? — A cast-iron  or  other  metal  lighthouse  is  com- 
pletely bound  together,  and  can  stand  on  land  by  itself,  or  any  well-trimmed  tab  e 
of  rock,  or  any  other  foundation ; the  vibration  in  such  cases  might  be  incon- 
venient, and  in  positions  subject  to  hurricanes  it  might  not  be  perfectly  stable, 
therefore  I load  them  with  a concrete  or  masonry  work  in  the  inside,  to  give  sta- 
bility to  the  structure.  It  is  literally  fixed  upon  a solid  mass  of  concrete  which  is 
upon  the  rock,  and  affixed  to  the  rock.  It  is  fixed  just  as  the  ferule  of  an  um- 
brella or  a stick  is  fixed  upon  that.  There  are  450  tons  of  concrete  and  masonry 
work  in  the  Bermuda  lighthouse ; which  concrete  work  is  already  completed. 

4390.  How  many  tons  of  iron  are  there  ? —I  think  the  entire  weight  ot 
lighthouse  is  120  tons.  Other  advantages  are,  that  such  structures  cannot  be 
stroyed  by  fire ; they  cannot  be  injured  by  lightning,  and  the  safety  of  the  lig 
keepers  or  others  in  or  close  to  the  lighthouse  is  absolutely  perfect. 

4391.  From  what  experience  do  you  speak  of  this,  inasmuch  as  you  have  ony 
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had  one  lighthouse  in  operation  ? — The  experience  had  by  my  assistant  in  the 
course  of  the  erection  of  the  lighthouse  in  Jamaica.  The  metal  of  the  tower 
affords  conduction  of  electricity  infinitely  abundant  and  uninterrupted.  If  I had 
built  a lighthouse  of  masonry  in  that  position  at  Point  Morant,  as  I at  first  pro- 
posed, it  would  have  been  destroyed  by  lightning.  The  present  lighthouse  has 
been  struck  several  times  by  lightning,  particularly  on  the  1st  of  June  1843,  as 
the  Jamaica  Almanack  of  that  year  shows.  The  lightning  rod,  or,  more  properly 
speaking,  the  lightning  solicitor,  on  the  top  of  the  lantern,  at  Point  Morant,  was 
struck  by  lightning  on  the  occasions  referred  to. 

4392.  Without  any  damage  ? — Yes : upon  another  occasion,  my  assistant,  two 
European  workmen,  and  15  Kroomen  from  Africa,  must  have  been  killed  if  we 
had  trusted  to  the  practice  of  the  Trinity  House. 

4393.  What  practice  is  that  ? — The  view  which  I have  taken  of  the  electric 
currents  is  consistent  with  both  theory  and  practice  ; but  the  recent  lighthouses  of 
the  Trinity  House  in  England,  on  which  there  is  ample  opportunity  for  obtaining 
the  opinion  of  that  distinguished  chemist,  Dr.  Faraday,  are  provided  with  glass 
repellers  at  the  top,  which  is  perfectly  absurd. 

4394.  Will  you  explain  what  sort  of  conductors  exist  in  the  Trinity  lighthouses, 
which  you  consider  absurd? — The  St.  Katherine’s  lighthouse,  in  the  Isle  of  Wight, 
was  not,  when  I saw  it,  provided  with  a lightning  conductor,  but  had  a lump  of 
glass  at  the  top,  above  the  vane,  called  a repeller. 

4395.  Have  you  visited  any  other  lighthouse,  to  know  what  kind  of  conductors 
they  have? — The  same  thing  may  be  observed  at  the  higher  lighthouse,  at  the 
South  Foreland. 

4396.  No  metal  conductors  ? — I saw'  none  ; I was  told  the  glass  was  to  repel 
the  lightning. 

4397.  Who  told  you  that  ? — Mr.  Wilkins,  the  constructor  of  the  lanterns. 

4398.  Do  you  know  what  Dr.  Faraday’s  opinion  on  the  subject  is  ? — Ido  not ; 
I am  sure  it  was  not  asked. 

4399.  Mr.  Chapman .]  What  was  done,  was  not  under  Dr.  Faraday’s  opinion  ; 
that  is  what  you  mean  ? — That  is  what  I meant  to  convey. 

4400.  Chairman.]  You  say  your  view  is  supported  both  by  theory  and  practice ; 
will  you  explain  what  that  view  is  ? — The  whole  of  the  experience  of  Captain 
Harris  and  others  on  the  theory  of  electric  currents  is,  that  if  you  provide  an  ample 
conduction,  you  may  send  the  current  of  electricity  through  — 

4401.  Mr.  Chapman.]  Through  a ship’s  bottom? — Through  a ship’s  bottom, 
and  through  gunpowder  without  inflaming  it. 

4402.  Chairman.]  Then,  are  we  to  understand  that  the  advantages  you  ascribe 
to  iron  lighthouses  are  cheapness,  facility  of  erection  in  any  place,  greater  strength 
against  vibration  in  hurricanes,  freedom  from  injury  by  lightning  in  tropical 
climates,  and  against  the  chances  of  earthquakes  or  fire  ? — Yes,  those  are  my 
opinions ; in  addition,  I will  state  that  the  Jamaica  lighthouse  has  been  exposed 
to  several  shocks  of  earthquakes  on  six  different  days  in  1842  and  1843,  recorded 
in  the  Jamaica  Almanack  of  1844. 

44<>3-  Were  other  buildings  injured  by  these  shocks  ? — The  other  buildings  in 
the  island  are  so  low  that  they  are  comparatively  safe ; they  are  built  low  on 
purpose. 

44°4-  Is  the  heat  registered  by  the  thermometer  in  the  lighthouse  ? — There  is 
no  register  kept  of  the  heat,  that  I know  of. 

44°-5*  Then  you  cannot  state  what  the  heat  would  be  ? — My  attendant  has  told 
me  it  was  not  inconvenient  even  when  the  lighthouse  was  not  lined ; subsequently 
it  has  been  lined  with  thin  plates  of  iron  in  pannels.  There  is  a space  of  three  or 
four  inches  left  between  the  lining  and  the  outside  shell,  through  which  there  is  a 
current  of  air  which  carries  off  the  heat. 

4406.  Has  that  been  a subsequent  addition  to  carry  off  the  heat  ? — No,  it  was 
provided  for  in  the  original  specification,  but  it  was  not  erected  for  some  time, 
owing  to  the  laziness  of  the  workmen. 

4407-  Do  the  keepers  live  wdthin  the  lighthouses,  or  have  they  separate  apart- 
ments ? — 1 think  houses  have  been  built  for  them,  but  apartments  were  provided 
for  them  in  the  lighthouses. 

44°8.  Have  you  had  any  experience  as  to  the  effect  severe  cold  and  frost  would 
have  on  these  lighthouses  ? — No. 

4409.  You  are  not  aware  that  any  iron  lighthouses  have  been  erected  in  North 
0.36.  l l 4 America, 
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America,  or  places  where  they  would  be  subject  to  severe  frost  ? — There  are  iron 
lanterns  and  lightrooms  in  North  America. 

4410.  But  not  lighthouses  ?— No  ; but  the  lantern  is  subject  to  the  same 
alternation  of  expansion  and  contraction ; and  the  glass  would  be  more  readily 
destroyed  in  the  lantern  from  any  detrimental  effect  of  the  changes  of  tem- 
perature. 

4411.  Then  are  we  to  understand  that  if  an  iron  lantern  stands  the  heat  and 
frost,  you  consider  the  iron  of  the  lighthouse  would  equally  stand  these  changes 
of  temperature  ? — It  must  do  so. 

4412.  Will  you  state  why  the  diameter  of  this  lantern  is  so  small  as  11  feet, 
when  the  size  of  the  Trinity  House  lanterns  is  14? — The  Trinity  House  lanterns 
lately  have  been  made  as  large  as  that,  in  the  case  of  the  higher  light  at  the  South 
Foreland,  St.  Katherine’s,  and  other  lights.  Wherever  Fresnell’s  system  is  intro- 
duced, the  diameter  of  the  first  order  of  lights,  whether  fixed  or  revolving,  is  about 
8 £ feet  diameter  ; that  is,  the  diameter  of  the  lighting  apparatus. 

4413.  Have  you  space  for  a free  passage  round  the  lighting  apparatus,  for  the 
attendants  to  clean  and  keep  the  lamps  in  order? — Around  the  eight  feet  six  you 
must  have  space  for  the  attendants  to  walk  round.  Hence  the  necessity  for  the 
larger  lantern  for  Fresnell’s  system,  when  compared  with  the  other  system.  My 
answer  had  reference  to  the  recent  lighthouses  constructed  by  the  Trinity  House, 
when  compared  with  the  size  of  the  Jamaica  one. 

4414.  Mr.  Chapman.']  Are  you  aware  that  a lighthouse,  built  in  1792,  has  a 
lantern  of  16  feet  in  diameter? — I consider  wc  have  a better  ventilation  in  the 
Jamaica  lantern,  in  ] 1 feet  diameter,  than  in  any  lantern  of  the  Trinity  House 
yet  constructed. 

4415.  Chairman.]  What  is  the  diameter  of  the  Bermuda  lantern? — Very 
nearly  1 5 feet.  Fresnell’s  system  is  employed  in  that  lighthouse. 

4416.  Have  you  anything  else  to  state  with  regard  to  the  building  and  erection 
of  lighthouses  ? — I do  not  know  of  anything  at  present. 

4417.  Have  you  had  an  opportunity  of  examining  the  French  or  the  United 
States’  lights  ? — I am  well  acquainted  with  the  lights  from  the  Elbe  to  the  Garonne, 
including  many  of  the  French  lights,  and  the  Dutch  and  Belgian  lights. 

4418.  What  is  your  opinion  with  regard  to  the  efficiency  of  the  French  as 
compared  with  the  English  lights  ? — I consider  the  modern  English  lights  more 
efficient  than  the  modern  French  lights ; I attribute  that  very  much  to  the 
quality  of  the  oil  used. 

4419.  Have  you  been  able  to  make  any  comparison,  so  as  to  state  what  the 
intensity  of  the  lights  of  the  two  nations  would  be  ? — No,  not  any  exact  and  rigid 
comparison  of  intensity  of  the  foreign  and  English  lighthouses. 

4420.  Do  you  think  the  English  lights  are  clearer,  or  in  what  are  they  superior? 
— In  passing  up  and  down  Channel,  when  as  near  as  possible  midway  between 
two  lights,  in  many  positions  I have  made  this  observation,  and  heard  sailors  say 
the  same. 

4421.  Have  yon  visited  many  of  the  establishments  in  France? — I have  visited 
the  Dunkirk  light  and  many  others. 

4422.  Are  you  aware  of  the  nature  of  the  management  of  those  lights  as  com- 
pared with  ours,  as  to  the  direction  and  superintendence  of  them? — Only  from 
what  I have  heard  and  read. 

4423.  You  say  you  think  there  is  a little  difference,  owing  to  the  oil ; have  you 
had  any  experience,  or  have  you  any  suggestions  to  offer,  as  to  what  oil  should  be 
preferred  for  lighthouse  purposes? — It  is  of  importance  to  establish  the  compara- 
tive values  of  different  oils,  so  that  the  one  or  other  may  be  adopted  in  particular 
situations.  I have  experimented  during  a course  of  years  on  several  tons  at  a 
time  of  various  vegetable  oils,  to  ascertain  their  illuminating  power ; it  was  at 
a time  when  an  attempt  was  made  to  introduce  oil  gas  into  general  use,  in  com- 
petition with  coal  gas. 

4424.  About  what  time  was  that  ? — In  1823, 1824,  1825, 1826,  and  1827  ; per- 
haps later. 

4425.  Have  you  made  any  experiments  since  then  as  to  oils? — I have  not  the 
results  here,  but  the  result  was  very  much  in  favour  of  sperm  oil,  although  much 
more  expensive.  The  next  oil  in  value  to  sperm  oil  is  some  of  the  South  Sea 
whale  oils  : then  cocoa-nut  oil  and  palm  oil.  These  two  last  are  concrete  oils  in 
this  country,  and  require  the  process  of  melting  before  they  are  used. 

4426.  Have  you  made  any  experiment  upon  the  colza  or  rapeseed  oil? — Yes; 
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•we  made  many  thousand  cubic  feet  of  gas  from  each  of  the  oils,  and  made  com- 
parative experiments  also  with  Argand  lamps. 

4427.  Can  you  give  us  the  results?— I have  not  the  table  with  me.  I made  a 
trial  with  cocoa-nut  oil,  and  reported  to  Lord  Stanley  that  that  kind  of  oil  might 
be  used  at  Ceylon  with  great  advantage ; it  is  exceedingly  cheap  in  that  colony, 
and  there  would  be  great  difficulty  and  expense  in  obtaining  sperm  oil  there. 

4428.  Are  you  aware  that  in  tropical  climates  it  is  always  fluid  ?— Yes  ; and  I 
shall  submit  to  the  Jamaica  Lighthouse  Commissioners  to  alter  their  burners  in 
some  degree,  and  burn  cocoa-nut  oil  for  their  lighthouse;  for  if  the  cocoa-nut 
oil  in  Jamaica  be  as  good  as  the  crude  cocoa-nut  oil  of  Ceylon,  and  as  cheap  it 
will  be  preferable  to  sperm  oil. 

4429.  What  has  been  the  result  of  your  experience  as  to  rapeseed  oil?— It  is 
not  merely  a question  of  illuminating  power,  but  there  is  an  objection  to  burn 
vegetable  oils  as  they  must  be  burnt  with  an  overflow.  The  oil  overflows  the 
wick,  and  must  run  in  large  quantities  into  the  drip-cup  below  to  waste,  for  it 
must  not  be  mixed  again  with  the  fresh  oil.  It  was  a rule  in  the  French  lighthouses 
some  time  ago,  that  the  oil  from  the  drip-cup  should  not  be  used  a«ain.  ° 

4430.  That  would  be  only  a loss  of  so  much  in  quantity  ? — Yes  ; but  there  is 
another  objection  to  the  use  of  vegetable  oils,  that  the  wick  burns  much  more 
rapidly,  and  requires  more  repeated  trimming. 

443' 1.  What  is  the  comparative  dressing  between  the  wick  of  a sperm  and  the 
wick  of  a rapeseed  oil  lamp?— The  sperm-oil  wick  when  well  trimmed  will  bum 
for  four  or  eight  hours  without  being  touched  ; the  vegetable-oil  wick  would 
require  to  be  touched  once  every  hour  or  every  hour  and  a half;  the  evil 
increases  with  the  remedy.  I have  made  a long  course  of  experiments  upon  the 
burning  of  cocoa-nut  and  sperm  oils,  especially  with  a view  to  Ceylon. 

4432.  Have  you  made  any  experiments  on  rapeseed  oil  ? — I made  various 
observations  at  Ostend  on  one  of  Iresnell’s  third  order  of  lights,  with  concentric 
wicks. 

4433-  Are  you  aware  that  for  the  last  fourteen  years  they  have  been  burning 
colza  oil  in  all  the  French  lights  ? — Yes,  I have  known  that. 

4434.  When  you  were  there  did  you  inquire  of  any  of  the  engineers  as  to  the 
objections  you  now  state  to  the  use  of  vegetable  oils  ?--I  saw  them  trim  the  lamps 
so  repeatedly  that  I did  not  require  to  ask  them. 

4435-  Lid  you  ask  the _ engineers  whether  they  found  the  difficulties  you  had 
experienced  r — I am  speaking  of  the  difficulties  of  using  vegetable  oils  for  light- 
house purposes,  as  contrasted  with  sperm  oil. 

4436-  iou  state  the  more  frequent  trimming  required,  and  the  waste  of  the  oil, 
to  be  the  two  principal  objections  to  the  use  of  vegetable  oils ; did  you  ask  the 
engineers  in  France,  when  you  made  your  observations,  as  to  whether  they  found 
those  difficulties  ? — I do  not  think  any  ot  the  lighthouses  on  the  coast  of  France 
have  used  sperm  oil  for  many  years ; and  therefore,  if  I had  asked  the  question,  I 
could  not  have  got  an  answer  as  to  the  comparative  value, 

4437-  All  you  know  is  that  thev  do  use  them  ? — I know  they  do  use  them, 
generally. 

4438.  Can  you  state  what  quantity,  comparatively,  would  be  used  by  a burner 
of  the.  same  size,  one  using  sperm  and  the  other  rapeseed  oil,  in  an  equal  time, 
say  an  hour? — I cannot  answer  as  to  the  quantity  of  rapeseed  oil  which  would 
be  required  to  maintain  a light  as  good  as  the  sperm  oil. 

4439’  What  is  the  proportion  between  cocoa-nut  and  sperm  ? — You  will  require 
at  least  one-twelfth  more  in  cocoa-nut  oil,  to  maintain  the  same  light.  In  a 
ong  course  of  experiments  I made  with  a view  to  the  report  on  the  Ceylon 
ighthouse,  as  to  the  value  of  each  oil,  that  is  the  result. 

4440-  Have  you  ever  burnt  lard  oil  ? — No. 

4441-  Are  you  aware  that  is  used  in  the  United  States  to  a considerable 

extent:  I have  no  other  information  upon  that  than  the  opinion  of  Mr.  Lewis, 

with  whom  I am  personally  acquainted,  who  told  me  he  decidedly  preferred  the 
bnest  sperm  oil. 

4442-  Who  is  Mr.  Lewis  ? — A lighthouse  engineer,  who  has  been  employed  in 

me  construction  of  lighthouses  there. 

ju^443-  What  is  the  date  of  his  opinion  upon  that? — He  was  in  this  country  in 

4444-  Are  you  aware,  from  the  report  of  the  committee  of  the  United  States 
0-36.  M m legislature. 
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legislature,  of  the  comparative  advantages  of  cocoa-nut  over  sperm  oil  in  light- 

houses  ? — No,  I am  not.  . . ,, 

4445  Can  you  <rive  us  the  result  of  your  experiments  111  the  cocoa-nut  and 
other  oils,  laid  before  Lord  Stanley  ?— I only  made  the  experiment  for  Ceylon 
between  cocoa-nut  and  sperm  oil,  and  I fell  back  upon  my  former  knowledge  as 
to  the  comparative  value  of  other  vegetable  oils.  I burnt  them  for  10  or  12  hours 
at  a time,  upon  three  different  occasions.  _ 

4446  Have  you  at  all  turned  your  attention  to  the  floating  lights  l — I have 
often  thought  that  the  lights  might  be  fixed  instead  of  being  floating ; and  finding 
1 1 men  required  for  a floating,  and  only  three  for  a rock  lighthouse,  as  it  is 
called,  I considered  it  a matter  of  some  consequence.  I think  by  the  new  system 
the  Trinity  House  are  encouraging,  for  which  they  have  made  an  agreement  with 
Dr.  Potts,  it  is  within  their  power  to  erect  fixed  lights  in  many  situations  where 
there  is  a sand  or  shingle  bank. 

4447.  Mr.  Somes.]  You  would  not  risk  men’s  lives  in  such  places,  would  you? 
—I  would  not  risk  my  own  life  nor  that  of  others  in  such  an  operation  as  is  now 
<r0in<f  on  off  Deal,  for  instance.  If  I had  to  erect  a building-  in  such  a position, 

I should  look  well  to  the  specification,  and  to  the  execution  of  the  work  under  it. 

4448.  You  would  have  no  objection  to  remain  in  such  a lighthouse  in  a gale  of 
wjnc|?_I  should  have  no  objection  if  it  was  properly  constructed. 

4440.  Chairman .]  What  agreement  do  you  allude  to  with  Dr.  Potts?— He 
iuformed  me  that  the  Trinity  House  had  made  a bargain  with  him  to  have  a licence 
for  the  use  of  his  invention  lor  sinking  hollow  iron  or  other  pillars,  or  columns, 

4450.  You  mean  to  say,  that  if  a lighthouse  could  he  erected  with  Dr.  Potts’ 
hollow  tubes  in  the  sand,  that  would  be  efficient  as  a foundation  ? Eitliei  if  erected 
on  these  tubes,  which  are  driven  or  rather  sunk  in  the  sand  hollow,  and  afterwards 
filled  in  with  a core  of  hard  concrete,  or  you  may  sink  the  shaft  of  the  tower  itself 
into  the  bank  or  shingle,  whether  under  water  or  on  the  shore,  always  filling  m 
a solid  core  of  concrete  or  masonry. 

4451.  Are  you  speaking  of  your  own  theory,  or  have  you  made  any  experiments 

upon  the  subject?— Only  from  the  small  experiments  I have  seen  made  by  Dr. 
Potts,  and  the  larger  ones  which  I understand  have  been  made  at  the  Trinity 
Wharf,  Black  wall.  . ... 

4452.  You  know  nothing  of  the  lighthouses  of  the  United  States,  except  wnat 

Mr.  Lewis  told  you? — No.  . . 

4453.  Have  you  any  suggestions  to  offer  as  to  the  efficiency  of  the  floating 

lights  ? — I would  suggest  that  in  foggy  weather  the  gong  or  bell  should  be  super- 
seded by  the  use  of  a shrill  scream  or  whistle,  such  as  the  railway  whistle ; giving 
it  sound  by  a bellows,  and  having  the  sound  directed  round  the  horizon  by  reflec- 
tors similar  to  those  of  Bordier  Marcet  for  reflecting  light.  The  vibration  of  air 
follows  very  much  the  same  law  as  the  vibration  of  light;  and  if  a sound  is  made 
in  the  focus  between  the  two  reflectors  of  Bordier  Murcet’s  apparatus,  it  would  be 
spread  equally  round  the  horizon.  This  apparatus  consists  of  two  conoids,  wit 
the  apex  of  each  cut  off;  the  one  erect,  the  other  inverted,  and  the  focal  position 
is  in  the  centre  between  them.  When  this  apparatus  of  Bordier  Marcet  is  cut  m 
two,  it  presents  a section  of  a parabola  on  one  side,  and  a parabola  on  tbeot  er, 
in  other  words,  a parabola  all  round;  its  form  is  generated  by  the  revolution  0 a 
parabola  between  the  two  conoids,  when  they  are  so  placed.  This  form  has  e 
property  of  directing  all  the  sounds  which  impinge  upon  the  parabolic  lines  0 
the  conoid  into  a horizontal  plane  all  round ; and  by  tins  system  of  reflection, 
think  sounds  from  these  floating  light  vessels  could  be  conveyed  a much  gieaer 
distance  than  they  are  at  present.  , . 

4454.  Have  you  seen  experiments  made  as  to  the  conveyance  of  soun  , 1 

stormy  or  hazy  weather? — I have  heard  the  gong  in  hazy  weather,  and  I am  con 
vinced  that  the  locomotive  whistle  would  be  heard  much  further.  . , 

4455.  Mr.  Chapman.]  Could  you  hear  it  further  in  a gale  of  wind,  agains 

vind,  to  windward  ? — You  would  have  a much  better  chance  of  hearing  it 
the  gong;  when  you  get  a shrill  sound  high  in  the  scale,  that  sound  is  earn 
much  further  than  a lower  note  in  the  scale.  It  is  well  known  that  the  30im!. 
a cricket,  for  instance,  is  heard  at  a distance  at  which  you  could  not  heai  a ^ 
or  a whistle,  or  any  other  instrument  which  you  would  think  louder  when  ne  , 
shrill  sounds  penetrate  further,  and  are  better  heard.  . f 

4456.  Chairman.]  In  making  this  suggestion,  do  you  know  any  instanc 
the  locomotive  whistle  having  been  applied  ? — I do  not  know  of  any. 
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4457.  How  could  you  produce  the  whistle  without  steam  ?— The  sound  may 
"be  produced  by  the  passage  of  steam,  or  any  other  elastic  fluid,  driven  through  a 
tube.  In  the  forest  and  bush  travelling  of  Surinam,  I understand  this  whistle  for 
the  mouth  is  now  in  use. 

4458.  Have  you  anything  further  to  suggest? — With  respect  to  the  floating 
lights  I would  suggest  that,  instead  of  the  masts  on  which  the  lanterns  are  now 
raised  and  lowered,  cylinders  of  wrought  iron,  similar  to  steam  funnels,  should  be 
used,  through  which  the  lamp-trimmers  could  ascend  from  the  lower  deck  of  the 
light  vessels  to  the  lamps  and  reflectors,  in  all  weathers. 

4459.  Of  what  diameter  would  you  propose  these  tubes  to  be? — The  diameter 
of  many  steam  chimnies  is  as  much  as  six  or  seven  feet.  Less  diameter  would 
answer  for  the  arrangement  which  I propose. 

4460.  Would  that  be  enough? — Yes,  much  less  would  do  it;  3J  would  enable 
you  to  have  a light  equal  to  the  Ostend  light ; and  with  4*,  a very  efficient  sys- 
tem of  reflectors  might  be  introduced  on  a small  scale. 

4461.  How  could  it  be  seen  from  inside  the  tube? — The  funnel  or  cylinder 
would  terminate  in  a lantern  at  the  top  ; the  light  apparatus  could,  if  required, 
be  raised  or  lowered  in  the  interior  of  the  cylinder,  but  should  remain  unmoved 
during  the  night. 

4462.  You  think  that  would  be  better  than  the  present  system  of  hoisting  the 
lights  upon  a mast? — No  doubt  of  it. 

4463.  What  is  the  objection  to  having  the  lights  upon  the  masts? — They  have 
to  be  lowered  to  be  trimmed. 

4464.  That  is  done  in  a moment,  is  it  not  ? — It  requires  some  time.  Another 
objection  is,  you  cannot  arrange  your  reflectors  round  the  mast  so  well  as  you 
might  arrange  them  in  the  inside  of  a lantern  at  the  top  of  one  of  these  tubes. 

4465.  Have  you  had  any  experience  as  to  the  management  of  lighthouses,  to 
know  how  they  are  managed  in  this  country? — I have  some  knowledge  of  it. 

4466.  Have  you  formed  any  opinion  as  to  their  efficiency,  or  are  there  any 
improvements  you  could  suggest  in  the  present  system  ? — I would  state  generally, 
if  it  be  in  view  to  have  a system  of  centralization,  you  would  destroy  any  compe- 
tition, which  (perhaps  does  not  now  exist,  but  which)  might  be  encouraged  if 
there  were  Boards  to  manage  the  three  different  countries,  England,  Ireland,  and 
Scotland.  If  these  different  lighthouse  Boards  were  in  existence,  and  their 
reports  called  for  and  checked  and  published  by  a supervision  under  the  Board  of 
Trade,  the  spirit  of  competition  would  be  maintained  by  the  publication  of  such 
reports.  If  it  be  left  entirely  to  the  management  of  one  large  Board  for  the 
United  Kingdom,  large  Boards  are  apt  to  get  into  an  indifferent  condition. 

4467-  Do  you  mean  that  there  should  be  executive  officers  in  England,  Ireland, 
and  Scotland,  each  conducting  the  lights  of  their  respective  countries  under  a 
central  Board  ; thus  affording  competition  in  the  system  of  management  ? — I 
mean  that  the  different  countries  or  large  districts  should  be  superintended  and 
managed  by  Boards  independent  of  each  other,  and  a supervision  made  by  some 
department  of  the  Government,  so  as  to  excite  competition  amongst  the  parries 
engaged  throughout  the  country. 

4468.  In  what  way  would  you  make  known  the  improvements  that  took  place  ? 
— If  the  original  cost  and  annual  maintenance  and  repairs  were  called  for  from 
each  department  and  published,  it  would  excite  a wholesome  competition. 

4469.  Do  you  consider  that  a uniformity  of  system  in  regard  to  the  manage- 
ment and  the  distinguishing  the  lights  on  different  parts  of  the  coast,  would 
result  from  having  one  Board  to  conduct  the  whole  of  the  lights  of  the  United 
Kingdom? — It  is  only  necessary  to  distinguish  one  light  from  another  in  localities 
ciose  to  each  other.  I may  add,  that  in  positions  close  to  each  other,  such  as  at 
Howth  and  Holyhead,  there  are  lighthouses  built  after  the  same  designs  and  the 
same  specifications,  and  that  the  prices  differ  50  per  cent. ; and  the  Committee 
might  obtain  the  figures  if  they  called  for  the  particulars. 

447°'  By  whom  were  they  erected? — One  by  De  Ville  of  the  Strand;  the 
other  by  Wilkins  of  Long  Acre. 

447 Under  whose  direction? — I think  the  South  Stack  was  under  the  late 
Mr.  llennie ; the  one  at  Howth  under  the  Ballast  Board. 

4472-  Mr.  Chapman. ] Was  one  made  of  copper,  and  the  other  of  iron  ? — Yes; 
the  cheaper  lighthouse  lantern  was  made  of  copper  and  gun  metal. 

4473-  Chair  man. ~\  Have  you  any  other  observations  to  make  on  the  manage- 
ment ot  lighthouses  ? — No. 
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Captain  Washington,  b.  isr.,  re-called ; and  further  Examined. 

4474.  HAVE  you  anything  to  add,  with  reference  to  the  opinion  given  in  your 
evidence  in  answer  to  question  241 1,  that  the  English  lights  might  be  maintained  a 
a less  expense  than  one-half  the  present  gross  receipts  of  the  Trinity  House  ?— In  my 
answers  to  the  concluding  questions  in  my  examination  on  the  21st  May,  I declined 
to  enter  into  any  detail  in  proof  of  my  statement  that  half  the  gross  sum  received 
by  the  Trinity  Board,  namely  255,000  l.  a year  in  round  numbers,  would  be  suffi- 
cient to  support  the  lights  of  this  country  ; nor  should  I have  wished  to  say  another 
word  on  the  subject,  but  I have  understood  that  it  has  been  remarked  that  I had 
made  assertions,  and  failed  to  prove  them.  I acknowledge  that  at  the  time  I 
only  gave  my  own  general  impression,  and  the  impression  of  those  with  whom  I 
have  frequently  conversed  on  the  subject ; but  having  made  this  public  statement, 
I have  felt  myself  bound  to  make  some  further  inquiry.  With  this  view,  I have 
obtained  the  last  report  to  Congress  in  the  United  States  of  America,  dated  3d 
March  1845,  where  I find  a comparative  view  of  the  cost  of  English,  French,  and 
American  lights  and  light  vessels,  which  is  as  follows  : — 


Shore  Lights.  Light  Vessels. 

Average  annual  cost  of  lights  in  the  United  States  - £.  202  £.  636 

Ditto  ------  in  France  - - 268  — 

Ditto  - in  England  - - 504  1,316 

or  upwards  of  200  per  cent,  cheaper  in  the  United  States  than  in  England. 

I find  in  that  report  to  Congress,  that  the  United  States  had  242  fixed  lights  and 
30  floating  lights,  the  whole  cost  of  which  was  85,724?.  I find  in  the  same 
year  England  had  66  fixed  lights  and  25  floating  lights,  the  whole  cost  of  which 
is  130,600  ?.,  and  the  gross  receipts  of  the  light  dues  levied  was  196,000?.  in 
round  numbers.  I may  state  also,  as  it  may  be  said  the  American  lights  are  not  as 
powerful  as  the  English  lights,  that  I find  the  average  reach  or  radius  of  vision  of 
75  lights  in  the  United  States  is  19  miles,  that  of  the  British  lights  14  miles;  of 
the  six  best  lights  in  the  United  States  the  radius  of  vision  is  27  of  the  six  best 
British  lights  28^.  I find  also  the  average  consumption  of  oil  per  lamp  in  the 
United  States  is  30  gallons,  that  of  England  43  gallons.  From  the  report  of  the 
French  lighthouses,  I find  that  rapeseed  oil  is  used  throughout  France,  and  that 
the  cost  of  rapeseed  oil  in  England  is  exactly  half  the  cost  of  sperm  oil.  If  it  is 
objected  that  rapeseed  oil  does  not  give  so  good  a light  as  the  sperm,  I would 
refer  to  Cape  Griz  Nez  light ; and  it  is  notorious  that  about  four  years  ago,  on  the 
occasion  of  the  wreck  of  the  Reliance  and  the  Conqueror,  their  loss  was  attributed 
to  the  superior  brilliancy  of  the  Griz  Nez  light  over  the  English  lights.  Wow 
although  I know  that  was  not  the  fact,  and  that  they  were  lost  from  other  causes, 
still  it  shows  the  general  impression  upon  sailors’  minds  as  to  the  brilliancy  of  the 
French  lights,  and  that  they  cannot  be  considered  in  any  way  inferior  to  the 
English. 

4475.  Have  you  had  an  opportunity  of  seeing  the  French  lights,  and  comparing 
them  with  the  English? — Repeatedly  during  the  last  four  years  and  a half  in  the 
North  Sea,  when  I have  been  surveying  along  the  coasts  of  France,  Belgium,  and 
Holland.  I have  often  endeavoured  to  test  their  comparative  brightness,  and  have 
asked  the  officers  on  board  my  ship  to  endeavour  to  do  the  same,  and  we  have  all 
agreed  that  the  French  lights  were  quite  as  brilliant  as  the  English. 

4476.  Sir  H.  Douglas .]  Are  the  French  lights  all  upon  the  refracting  principle? 
— Not  all ; some  have  parabolic  reflectors  ; others  have  the  compound  lens.  I 
•will  add  that  it  is  notorious  when  in  Dover  Bay,  that  Griz  Nez  light  flashes  upon 
you  as  if  you  were  close  alongside  of  it,  and  that  is  at  a distance  of  20  miles. 

4477.  From  what  you  have  seen  of  the  English  lights  with  the  best  sperm  oil, 
do  you  consider  the  lights  you  have  now  mentioned  equally  good  ? — Equally  good; 
and  I would  institute  a comparison  between  two  English  lights.  1 am  acquainted 
with  a very  important  light  at  the  entrance  of  the  Thames,  the  Nore  light,  which 
has  been  lighted  for  three  years  with  rape-seed  oil ; and  that  light  is  notoriously 
as  good  as  any  other  floating  light  along  our  coast;  that  being  the  case,  I come 
at  once  to  the  point  of  the  saving  of  one-half  the  expense  for  oil  alone. 

4478.  Chairman .]  Is  there  any  difference  in  the  quantity  of  these  oils  con- 
sumed in  the  same  time  ? — I cannot  state  from  my  own  experience,  never  having 
made  any  direct  experiment,  but  I have  the  testimony  of  the  harbour-uiaster  at 
Dover,  where  rape-seed  oil  is  in  use  at  the  pier  head,  that  it  burns  equally  wen 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


SELECT  COMMITTEE  ON  LIGHTHOUSES. 


277 


and  equally  long.  I have  also  the  testimony  of  the  Tees  Navigation  from  Stockton,  Capt.  Uashin^on, 
where  rapeseed  oil  also  is  used  ; and  I have  the  opinion  of  Mr.  Wilkins,  of  Lono-  R-N- 

Acre,  who  has  made  direct  experiments,  and  tells  me  there  is  not  any  difference  — 

that  one  can  detect.  " 16  June 

4479.  There  is  not  any  difference  in  the  quantity  used  ? — There  is  not  ■ fur- 
thermore I may  say,  the  opinion  of  the  late  Captain  Drew,  whom  we  all  respected 
as  a very  excellent  sailor,  and  a most  worthy  member  of  the  Trinity  Board,  was 
strongly  in  favour  of  the  rapeseed  oil ; and  so  was  also  my  friend  Captain  Fitzroy, 
also  a member  of  that  Board,  and  now  Governor  of  New  Zealand. 

44S0.  Have  you  any  other  facts  illustrative  of  the  opinion  that  the  expense  of 
the  lights  might  be  reduced  ? — I think  the  mode  of  collection  causes  great  expense 
for  commission,  which  might  be  entirely  avoided  ; there  are  various*5  items  in  the 
establishment  of  the  Trinity  Board  which  might  be  reduced  very  much.  I hold 
in  my  hand  an^  account  for  1 842,  in  which  there  is  a round  sum  of  1 8,000  /.  for 
salaries  to  the  Elder  Brethren,  Secretary,  and  office  expenses  ; I also  see  an  item 
of  14,080  /.  for  the  Trinity  yacht,  the  Argus  steamer. 

4481.  Mr.  Somes.]  Is  not  that  for  the  year  in  which  she  was  built,  not  the 
annual  expense  ? — I do  not  know  ; it  might  have  been  some  special  charge  fox- 
repair.  I think,  however,  that  without  that  item  I have  made  good  my  statement 
that  the  lights  of  this  country  might  be  managed  for  half  the  annual  receipts  of 
the  Trinity  Corporation. 

4482.  Are  you  aware  whether  the  floating  lights  in  America  are  placed  in  as 
dangerous  situations  at  sea  as  the  lights  upon  this  coast? — No,  I am  not  aware  ; 

I only  took  the  general  average. 

4483.  Mr.  Chapman.]  Have  you  had  an  opportunity  of  inspecting  the  American 

lights  ?— Not  since  the  year  1819;  I have  stated  that  I knew  nothing  except 
from  the  report  to  Congress.  r 

4484.  When  you  stated  the  number  of  their  lights  as  242,  does  that  include  all 
the  American  lights  ? — It  does,  with  the  exception  of  30  floating  lights ; as  the 
number  246  includes  all  the  lights  of  the  United  Kingdom. 

4485-  Then,  cceteris  paribus,  in  drawing  a comparison,  should  you  not  have 
taken  all  the  lights  of'  the  United  Kingdom,  every  harbour  light,  and  every  inland 
light,  and  then  from  the  average  have  drawn  a lair  comparison  betwixt  the  two  ? 

— vV  hen  I mentioned  the  number  242,  I included  all  the  harbour  lights  certainly, 
but  in  the  averages  I have  given  I believe  it  does  not  do  any  such  thincr.  I can- 
not conceive  that  in  an  official  report  to  Congress,  purposely  drawn  up  to  insti- 
tute a comparison  of  costs,  they  would  so  mystify  a plain  state  of  things. 

4486.  It  is  not  of  your  own  knowledge,  then  ? — No  ; I took  it  from  the  report 
to  Congress  for  this  year. 

4487.  But  in  common  fairness,  if  you  took  the  whole  of  the  lights  of  one 

country,  harbour  and  sea  lights,  in  order  to  institute  a fair  comparison  should 
you  not  take  the  harbour  and  sea  lights  of  the  other  country? — Certainly;  but 
the  comparison  is  not  made  between  all  the  American  lights  and  all  the  English 
lights.  D 0 

4488.  With  regard  to  the  floating  lights  in  England,  you  having  had  several 
opportunities  of  visiting  them,  I ask  you  whether  they  have  not  been,  under  your 
own  inspection,  found  to  be  almost  all  of  them  newly-built  vessels? — Yes,  and 
perfectly  efficient. 

4489..  And  that  efficiency  must  arise  from  a large  expenditure ; is  not  that 
}our  opinion  ? — Certainly  it  may  arise  from  a large  expenditure ; but  I have 
siown  they  would  be  equally  efficient,  and  one  of  them,  the  Nore  light,  is 
equally  efficient  at  half  the  annual  expenditure  for  oil. 

449°-  You  are  speaking  of  the  expenditure  on  board? — In  the  comparative 
account  I spoke  of  the  whole  of  the  expenditure,  including  the  oil. 

449 1 • The  floating  lights,  you  say,  are,  as  regards  the  vessels,  perfectly  efficient, 
being  almost  all  of  them  new  ?— Yes. 

4492-  Consequently  a very  expensive  charge  has  arisen  to  the  Corporation  on 
that  account  individually  ? — Yes. 

4493-  With  regard  to  the  oil,  have  you  made  any  inquiry  from  the  proper 
■jut  orities  ot  the  Trinity  Board,  as  to  the  expenditure  for  the  French  oil  and  the 
-nghsh 1 oil  as  well  ? — No  ; I stated  my  only  inquiries  had  been  at  Dover  Harbour, 

and  of  Mr.  Wilkins,  the  lamp  manufacturer. 

4494-  Are  you  able  to  state  the  difference  in  expense  between  the  exhibition 
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of  the  Nore  light  and  the  Mouse  light ; the  one  being  the  French,  and  the 
other  the  sperm  oil  ? — No. 

4495-  You  are  not  then  aware  that  the  difference  in  consumption  is  20  per 
cent,  on  the  French  oil  compared  with  the  English  sperm  oil?— No,  I was  not 
aware  of  that.  1 have  the  direct  testimony  of  Mr.  Wilkins  and  the  harbour- 
master at  Dover  to  the  contrary. 

4496.  Can  Mr.  Wilkins’s  testimony  be  equal  to  the  regular  log  which  is  kept 
on  board  the  Nore  light,  and  the  log  kept  on  board  the  other  lights  transmitted 
quarterly  to  the  Trinity  House.  ?— I am  not  prepared  to  say  the  one  is  not  equally 
as  good  as  the  other ; but  knowing  the  expenditure  in  France  for  lights  is  very 
much  less  than  in  England,  it  seems  to  me  very  reasonable  to  believe*  that,  what 
Mr.  Wilkins  and  the  harbour-master  say  is  true.  The  only  real  comparison  would 
be  between  the  Nore  light  and  the  Mouse  light,  as  maintained  by  Government 
for  one  year. 

4497"  Are  you  aware  of  the  present  price  of  sperm  oil? — I believe  75. 
a gallon. 

4498.  Is  it  so  much  ? — I believe  it  is;  it  has  been  6s.  8 d.,  and  it  has  been  85. 

4499.  Are  you  aware  of  the  price  of  rapeseed  oil  ? — Three  shillings  aud 
sixpence  ; exactly  half. 

4500.  Are  you  aware  it  will  be  necessary  to  alter  all  the  lamps  and  machinery 
for  the  burning  of  rapeseed  oil  as  a substitute  for  sperm  ? — -Yes  ; I am  aware  it 
would  be  necessary  to  alter  the  lamps  slightly,  not  to  alter  the  machinery.  Mr. 
Wilkins  has  told  me,  that  for  a trifling  expense,  not  worth  speaking  of,  it  could 
be  done. 

4501.  Have  you  ever  burnt  it  in  your  family  ? — Never. 

4502.  With  reference  to  your  opinion  of  the  American  lights,  do  you  know 
that  Commodore  Perry,  of  the  American  navy,  was  sent  purposely  to  England  to 
see  whether  he  could  gather  anything  from  the  management  of  the  British  light 
system  for  the  improvement  of  the  lights  of  the  United  States  ? — I have  understood 
so,  and  I have  no  doubt  he  benefited  greatly ; and  the  last  report  to  Congress 
gives  very  full  reports  from  naval  officers  in  the  United  States  navy,  as  to  the 
present  efficiency  of  their  lights.  They  have  very  much  improved  of  late  years; 
but  I may  state,  that  although  the  Americans  have  taken  a leaf  out  of  our  book, 
we  must  not  forget  that  in  1812  the  United  States  had  40  lighthouses  fitted  with 
parabolic  reflectors,  when  England  had  only  10.  I think  the  United  States  have 
shown  a very  proper  spirit  of  experimental  enquiry  : they  have  tried  rosin  gas  for 
upwards  of  a year  at  one  of  their  chief  lighthouses,  that  of  Christiana  in  Delaware, 
and  it  has  succeeded  to  admiration  ; and  the  difference  of  expense  between  sperm 
oil  and  gas  is  as  15  to  1 ; and  every  one  acknowledges  the  brilliancy  is  greater. 

4503.  Chairman .]  Have  they  also  burnt  lard  oil  ? — They  have  also  used  lard ; 
and  I have  before  me  a comparative  statement  of  the  cost,  which  is  as  follows: 




Lamps. 

Gallons. 

Hate  of  Cost 

Gas  - 

5 

Dollars. 

50 

1 

Lard  - 

5 

- 

235 

6 

Rape  Oil  - 

35 

os4 

37° 

l\ 

Sperm  Oil  - 

15 

684 

734 

15 

to  produce  the  same  intensity  of  light. 

4,504.  Mr.  Chapman.']  From  the  great  opportunities  you  have  had,  have  you 
seen  or  heard,  for  the  last  three  or  four  years,  of  any  negligence  in  the  manage- 
ment of  the  floating  lights,  so  that  they  have  broken  adrift,  and  caused  any  loss 
or  damage  to  the  shipping  in  consequence? — It  is  not  for  me  to  impute  blame, 
but  as  to  the  fact  of  three  of  the  floating  lights  having  been  adrift  in  the  North 
Sea  within  two  years,  I can  speak  of  my  own  knowledge. 

4505.  What  light  ships  were  they  ? — The  Leman  and  Ower,  the  Galloper,  and 
(I  believe)  the  Sbipwash  ; or  the  Galloper  a second  time. 

4506.  Will  you  state  how  they  broke  adrift? — Either  from  dragging  their 
anchors  or  snapping  their  chains. 

4507-  Are 
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4507.  Are  you  sure  of  that  ? — I cannot  speak  of  my  own  knowledge  ; I never 
made  particular  inquiries  into  it. 

4508.  It  is  not  of  your  own  knowledge  you  state  it  ? — Yes  ; I state  the  fact  of 
their  breaking  adrift  from  my  own  knowledge  : I was  on  the  coast,  and  the 
Trinity  agent  at  Harwich,  old  Mr.  Mayor,  acknowledged  they  had  broken  adrift. 

4509.  How  soon  were  they  replaced  ? — I believe  they  were  replaced  imme- 
diately. 

4510.  Can  you  state  within  what  time  ?— I have  no  doubt  immediately  the  gale 
of  wind  was  over  in  which  they  broke  adrift.  If  I mistake  not  it  was  the  gale  of 
the  14th  of  November  1841.  I would  add,  that  so  long  as  the  present  system  of 
testing  the  mooring  chains  by  an  enormous  weight  or  strain  is  continued,  so 
surely  will  all  the  moorings  of  the  light  vessels  be  liable  to  break : we  have  experi- 
ments instituted  by  the  Admiralty  in  Woolwich  Dockyard,  under  the  superin- 
tendence of  Mr.  Tinmouth,  master  attendant  at  the  dockyard,  which  show  that 
a cable,  after  being  subjected  to  the  usual  testing  strain,  will,  if  taken  off  and  the 
strain  applied  again,  break  at  half  the  weight.  I have  the  same  testimony  from 
Captain  Dundas,  Private  Secretary  to  the  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty,  who  has 
himself  witnessed  experiments  on  the  subject,  and  made  a table  of  them  proving 
the  fact. 

4511.  Mr.  Somes.]  What  test  would  you  submit  cables  to? — It  is  a difficult 
question  : probably  the  best  way  of  ensuring  good  cables  would  be  to  oblige  every 
contractor  who  furnishes  them  to  guarantee  them  for  a certain  number  of  years  ; 
I think  also  that  a five- fathom  length,  taken  at  random  out  of  the  whole  length, 
should  be  tested  and  then  thrown  aside ; or  probably  the  usual  riding  strain  of  a 
ship  in  proportion  to  the  size  of  the  cable  should  be  applied  as  a test,  and  no 
more;  at  present  the  test  is  nearer  double  the  usual  riding  strain. 

4512.  Mr.  Chapman.]  Is  it  your  opinion  generally  that  any  expense  or  labour 
is  spared  at  the  Trinity  House  to  obtain  the  best  materials,  and  to  exhibit  the 
lights  to  the  best  advantage  ? — Certainly  not ; I have  already  borne  my  testimony 
to  the  efficiency  of  the  Trinity  House  lights  in  the  North  Sea,  and  I am  quite 
ready  to  repeat  it  again  in  the  most  distinct  and  unequivocal  manner.  But  I think 
that  efficiency  does  not  imply  extravagance.  It  has  been  shown  the  same  degree 
of  efficiency  might  be  maintained  at  half  the  sum.  I would  not  say  one  word 
about  the  extra  150,000  l.  a year  if  it  did  not  come  out  of  the  pockets  of  the  very 
hard-pressed,  all  but  starving  sailors,  men  ground  down  at  this  moment,  owing  to 
the  depreciation  of  the  coasting  trade  (from  the  coast  railways  carrying  coal  at 
three  farthings  per  ton  per  mile)  and  various  other  circumstances,  to  the  very 
lowest  pitch  ; and  i think  it  is  the  bounden  duty  of  the  Government  or  of  any 
public  body  to  relieve  them  to  the  utmost  of  their  power,  and  especially  a Trinity 
Board,  composed  of  seamen  themselves,  who  of  all  men  should  show  the  greatest 
feeling  for  a sailor. 

45*3*  You  have  stated  among  the  articles  of  expenditure  the  salaries  of  so 
many  of  the  Elder  Brethren;  are  you  aware  that  the  salary  is  300/.  a year? — 
Yes. 

45M-  Do  you  think  that  is  one  of  the  extravagant  portions  of  the  sum  of  1 8,000/. 
a year  ? — So  far  from  it,  that  I think  if  the  members  of  the  Trinity  Board  were  really 
occupied  in  the  service,  they  would  be  the  worst  paid  men  in  England.  The  mem- 
bers of  such  a Board  as  I think  fitted  to  conduct  their  very  responsible  duty,  should 
have  at  least  1,000/.  a year  each. 

45!5-  Chairman .]  Will  you  state  in  what  kind  of  Board  you  think  ought  to  be 
placed  the  management  of  the  lights  ? — I believe  I have  already  stated  I think  it 
should  be  placed  directly  under  the  Admiralty  ; I think  an  additional  Sea  Lord 
pi  the  Admiralty  would  be  a proper  chairman  of  such  a Board,  and  it  ought  to  be 
,n  immediate  connection  with  the  Hydrograplier’s  office.  Under  the  chairman  I 
would  have  three  naval  captains,  one  for  England,  one  for  Ireland,  and  one  for 
Scotland  ; one  Royal  engineer  attached  to  the  Board,  to  look  after  the  lighthouses, 
buildings,  &c.;  I should  like  to  add  a member  of  the  Board  of  Trade,  who  should, 
ex  be  one  of  the  Board,  to  take  care  of  the  interests  of  the  trade  of  the  country ; 
probably  also  an  optician,  yet  he  might  be  called  in  case  his  advice  was  wanted ; but 
above  all  things,  I think  the  Hydrographer  of  the  Admiralty  should  be  the  most 
prominent  person  at  such  a Board.  It  seems  to  me  a perfect  anomaly  to  imagine 
me  existence  of  a Trinity  Board  without  such  an  officer  having  very  great  weight 
ln  it,  instead  of,  as  at  present,  his  opinion  going  for  nought. 

45i6.  Mr.  Chapman.']  In  the  expression  of  this  opinion,  do  you  conceive  you 
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deliver  the  sentiments  of  the  merchants  and  shipowners  of  Great  Britain!— I think 
if  it  was  fairly  put  to  the  shipping  interest  of  Great  Britain,  they  would  be  of  the 
same  opinion  with  me  ; of  course  1 cannot  pretend  to  give  their  opinion,  never 
bavin"  consulted  them.  I think  if  the  whole  receipts  of  the  Trinity  Board  were 
annually  stated,  and  published,  and  well  known  to  the  shipping  interest  at 
Newcastle,  Sunderland,  Liverpool,  Bristol,  and  throughout  the  country  generally, 
they  would  rise  up  en  masse , and  demand  to  have  the  light  dues  lightened  fuliy 
one  half;  and  no  power  of  the  Trinity  Board,  or  any  other,  would  be  able  to  resist 
them.  . 

4517.  Are  you  not  aware  that  the  expenses  of  the  JLrmity  Board  are  annually 
submitted  to  Parliament,  and  that  they  travel  down  to  these  places  just  as  regu- 
larly as  the  Bills  brought  into  the  House  of  Commons?— I am  quite  aware  they 
are  submitted  to  Parliament ; but  I am  not  aware  that  they  travel  down  to  the 
outports,  or  are  ever  seen  by  sailors ; and  I may  add  that  I never  saw  one  myself 
out  of  London. 

4518.  Are  they  not  known  to  shipowners? — To  one  or  two,  perhaps. 

4519.  Chairman .]  In  mentioning  the  Hydrographer,  do  you  consider  the  de- 
partment of  the  coast  surveyors  under  his  charge  would  be  useful  to  this  Board, 
having  the  charge  of  lights,  buoys,  and  beacons? — I think  it  is  absolutely  essen- 
tial. I consider  the  Trinity  Board  do  not  now  place  buoys  and  beacons,  but  that 
the  Hydrographer  makes  surveys  and  points  out  to  them  where  they  must  be  placed  ; 
and  upon  his  charts  and  observations,  made  for  him  by  the  Admiralty  surveyors, 
the  Trinity  Board  act ; and  even  then  they  do  not  take  the  trouble  to  get  the 
drawings  when  they  are  first  made,  but  wait  until  they  are  engraved  and  pub- 
lished, probably  some  years  after  they  reach  the  Hydrographer,  who,  owing  to- 
press  of  business,  is  not  able  to  publish  them  sooner.  I know  of  my  own  know- 
ledge the  Trinity  Board  are  absolutely  indifferent  to  the  surveys  made. 

4520.  Mr.  Chapman.']  Are  you  aware  that  a member  of  that  Board  stood  up  in 
bis  place  in  the  House  of  Commons  to  thank  the  Admiralty  for  the  readiness  with 
which  they  had  communicated  the  manuscript  chart  sent  of  Yarmouth  Roads,  and 
which  they  immediately  communicated  to  the  Trinity  House? — Not  the  manu- 
script, I believe,  although  the  very  drawing  in  question  was  made  on  board  the 
Blazer,  under  my  directions  ; and  I know  that  the  Hydrographer  to  the  Admiralty, 
seeing  its  importance,  caused  it  to  be  engraved  in  two  days,  and  sent  several- 
copies  to  the  Trinity  House. 

4521.  Does  that  show  any  indifference  on  the  part  of  the  Trinity  House  to 
what  is  going  forward  at  the  Hydrographer’s  office  ? — I well  remember  this  isolated 
case.  In  point  of  fact  it  was  a very  pressing  affair ; a new  channel  was  found 
opening  into  Lowestoft  Roads,  called  the  Stamford  Channel,  and  it  would  appear 
that  in  that  instance  the  Trinity  Board  acted  with  a proper  degree  of  promptitude; 
but  I am  sorry  to  say  it  is  a very  rare  case.  I may  instance  Harwich  Harbour,  in 
which  the  buoys  were  not  set  right  until  lung  after  the  plan  of  the  harbour  was  made. 

4522.  Chairman.]  If  a Board  were  constituted  under  the  Admiralty,  would 

not  every  survey  come  before  that  Board  as  soon  as  it  was  completed  by  the  sur- 
veying officers? — Yes,  every  plan  would  be  laid  upon  the  table  ; and  not  only  that, 
but  the  want  of  every  plan  or  survey  would  be  immediately  known  to  the  Hydro- 
grapher, who  would  dispatch  his  surveying  vessels  to  every  dangerous  point  to 
survey  for  the  especial  purpose  of  properly  placing  buoys,  beacons,  or  lights  in 
channels  or  passages ; and  I cannot  conceive  how  the  Trinity  Board  can  exist 
without  a surveying  vessel  attached  to  it.  If  they  used  their  yacht  as  a surveying 
vessel,  and  manned  her  with  pilots,  and  sent  her  to  cruise  in  the  North  Sea,  it 
would  form  a nursery  for  North  Sea  pilots,  of  which  at  present  we  have  not  a single 
one:  I should  then  think  any  expenditure  bestowed  on  the  steam  vessel  well  laid, 
out;  but  seeing  as  I do  that  more  than  one  half  her  time  is  spent  at  Blackball, 
with  no  pilots  and  hardly  a sailor  going  to  sea  in  her;  seeing  that  she  is  no 
training  up  pilots  or  doing  any  good  whatever,  I cannot  but  exclaim  at  the  annua 
expense  I see  charged  for  her.  f 

4523.  You  have  stated  that,  in  your  opinion,  an  officer  should  have  charge  o 

the  lights  in  England,  Ireland,  and  Scotland;  do  you  mean  for  each  country,  an 
if  so,  what  do  you  consider  should  be  their  duty? — One  for  each  country  sn°u 
be  a member  of  the  central  Board,  having  under  him  district  officers  all  round  i 
coast,  either  engineers  or  half-pay  naval  officers ; masters  if  we  can  get  them, 
lieutenants.  . 

4524.  Are  you  aware  of  the  class  of  agents  at  present  employed  in  diner 
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parts  of  the  coast  ? — Yes;  lam  of  opinion  that,  with  the  evrentmn  r . 
Love  at  the  Isle  of  Wight,  they  are  not  selected  from  the  class  of  men  most  Led  ^ 

for  such  duties  ; and  the  immense  value  of  keeping  our  masters  well  acquainted  

with  the  buoys  and  lights  must  be  evident  to  every  one.  1 16  June  18+5. 

4525.  Mr.  Chapman .]  Suppose  Captain  Love  was  called  away  on  foreisn 
service  r-He  must  be  supplied  by  another  half-pay  officer.  As  there  are  sole 
1,500  captains  on  the  Navy  list,  there  never  will  be  any  want;  besides  I thinks 
lieutenant  is  much  better  fitted  for  the  duty,  and  there  are  3,000  officers  of  that 
rank. 

4526.  Do  you  think  the  system  would  work  better  for  the  country  ?— I have.  no 
doubt  of  it,  in  every  respect ; sooner  or  later  we  must  come  to  it 

4527.  Sir  H.  Douglas.]  Were  you  present  the  other  day,  when  the  evidence 
was  given  with  respect  to  the  lights  and  light  vessels  at  Liverpool  ?— Yes 

4528.  Is  it  your  opinion  any  improvement  could  be  made  there  ?— I 'am  wind 

to  bear  testimony  to  the  general  good  management  of  the  port  of  Liverpool  “but 
I think  great  care  is  required  to  see  that  the  North-west  light-ship,  which  is  a 
fioatmg  vessel  with  three  lights,  should  have  those  lights  so  pllced  as  from  what 
ever  position  she  is  seen,  they  should  be  equal  in  intensity.  I have  heard  il 
remarked  that  on  seeing  her  at  a distance  of  8 or  9 miles,  apparently  only  two 
lights  have  been  visible,  the  third  being  indistinct;  possibly  this  may  arise  from 
the  want  of  parallelism  tn  the  placing  the  parabolic  reflectors  of  the  three  lights 
on  the  different  masts.  I think  also  that  care  should  he  taken  in  the  moor- 
ing of  the 1 Fora, by  light  vessel,  seeing  that  in  the  Victoria  Channel,  a narrow 
channel  of  only  four  cables  width,  the  floating  light  is  obliged  to  bo  used  as  a 
leading  light  in  one  with  the  Crosby  fixed  light,  and  therefore  should  be  as  near 
a fad  point  as  possible;  winch  might  be  done  much  better  by  mooriim  her 
tv, tli  three  chains,  instead  of  two,  on  which  she  would  swing  round  on  her  slim  as 
on  a pivot,  and  could  not  move  from  her  place. 

- 4529'  Chairman.]  Jf  light  clues  are  to  be  continued  upon  shipping,  is  there  any 
improvement  you  could  suggest  as  to  the  mode  of  collection  1—1  would  at  once 
sl,1PP'“g  from  them,  and  the  vexatious  mode  of  collection,  and  place  it 
SI  -f  °f  6 CTtr?-  The  tonnage  of  tlie  United  Kingdom,  in  round 
numbeis,  m 3,600,000.  Admitting  one-fourth  of  that  is  inert  tonnage,  striking 
out  the  600,000,  it  leaves  three  millions  of  tons,  and  a rate  of  is. 'a  ton  per 
52“  ^Pon  that  amount  would  produce  150,000/.  a year,  without  the 
S!  1 troubJe  of  collection;  and  assuredly,  in  my  opinion,  the  whole  of  the 
nguis,  buoys,  and  beacons  of  this  country  might  be  managed  for  that  sum.  I am 
-1 l°se,the  35>°OOl.  a year  now  given  in  pensions  and  charity;  but 
the  s.ailor  wIl°  would  refuse  a penny  or  two  pence  a ton,  which  “would 
wilfj  amoun^  ^ ^new  ^ was  to  be  honestly  distributed  to  his 

dow  and  children  in  case  of  need  ? There  is  an  item  of  ballastage  which  I see  in 
• I a~’  find  I think  the  sooner  it  is  done  away  with  the  better.  I 

su  not  to  use  harsh  terms,  but  it  is  almost  a disgrace  to  the  country  when 
f I!  ai  ™ssia”  vessel  coming  here  obliged  to  pay  (as  I am  told  by  the  Prussian 
1 • ^ ."general)  nearly  double  what  an  English  vessel  pays  for  her  ballast,  and  that 
oroof  m 51.8  0wn  couutl7  C0*ts  him  nothing.  I think  a foreigner’s  opinion  of  this 
t maritime  country  must  be  very  much  lowered  indeed. 

1 11  y°ur. opinion  that  the  charge  for  ballastage  should  be  confined  to 
Trinii-C  Up  expense  incurred  in  raising  it? — Certainly.  The  onlv  excuse  for  the 
fnrS  i5oard.raislng  ballast  is,  that  they  should  dredge  the  shoals  in  the  Thames; 
linns  S lncrease  the  depth  on  Barking  Shelf,  and  remove  other  obstruc- 
En^r  , uare  no.w  a dissrace  t0  our  river,  and  which,  I mav  add,  prevented  the 
yacat  coding  up  to  Woolwich  for  some  hours,  the"  very  last  time  Her 
■Majesty  returned  from  Scotland.  J 

45ft3I-  ?r*  Chapman-]  How  much  water  is  there  on  Barking  Shelf  now? — From 
hut  T it!’  ieet  at  r°vv“Water  springs.  I think  a great  deal  has  been  taken  off' there, 
q0vpi  , in  a great  neal  more  ought  to  have  been,  considering  we  have  been 
<lrJL;1S  at.Pface»  and  the  Trinity  Board  have  had  the  whole  management  of  the 
ceugmg  of  the  river  under  their  control. 

Town3 2W Chairman-]  Are  you  aware  that  in  the  amount  of  the  expenses  of  the 
office  *^  l estad^ lishment,  there  is  a charge  necessary  for  the  Board  to  examine 
hous  IS|ana  conduct  the  ballastage;  do  you  see  any  connexion  between  the  light- 
hall  e * ePartment  and  that  which  may  be  necessary  to  examine  pilots  or  prepare 
as  age  r It  certainly  has  nothing  to  do  with  ballastage.  1 am  of  opinion 
‘ N n the 
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the  duty  of  such  a Government  Board  as  I have  named  would  be  to  examine  both 
masters  of  the  Navy  and  pilots.  . . _ . , 

4533.  A central  Board,  having  the  lights  under  their  charger — Certainly;  not 
that  I would  call  on  them  to  do  it  individually  themselves,  but  to  obtain  the 
assistance  of  the  proper  examiners : pilots  to  examine  pilots,  masters  to  examine 
masters,  under  the  immediate  superintendence  of  the  Board. 

4534.  Are  there  any  other  suggestions  you  wish  to  make  with  regard  to  the 
expenses  of  that  department  ?— I might  repeat  what  I said  the  other  day,  that  the 
entrance  of  the  Thames  should  be  lighted ; that  the  Prince’s  Channel  should  be 
both  buoyed  and  lighted  forthwith.  Nothing  could  be  more  easy,  and  it  would 
ensure  20  feet  water  into  the  Thames  at  the  lowest  spring  tides;  one  low,  red 
light,  a little  north  of  the  present  Tongue  Beacon,  another  at  the  Girdler  Buoy, 
whence  a vessel  could  easily  steer  for  the  Mouse,  passing  round  the  end  of  the 
Shivering  Sand.  Many  of  the  buoys,  as  I stated  the  other  day,  require  revision. 

I think  a small  floating' light  might  also  be  placed  at  the  Chapman  Beacon,  or  near 
Holy  Haven.  Also  I may  add,  that  the  lighthouse  now  erecting  upon  Trevose 
Head,  in  the  Bristol  Channel,  is,  in  my  opinion,  not  in  the  right  place.  For 
30  years  of  peace  an  extent  of  80  miles  of  coast,  from  Lundy  Island  to  the  Long- 
ships,  has  been  left  without  a single  light ; and  now  that  the  Trinity  Board  have 
at  last  consented  to  erect  it,  they  are  building  it  in  the  wrong  place,  inasmuch  as 
just  without  Trevose  Head  there  lie  three  high  and  dangerous  rocks  called  the 
Quays,  at  the  distance  of  nearly  a mile  offshore,  which  in  foggy  weather  will 
assuredly  wreck  u vessel  while  running  to  make  the  light.  It  is  too,  I believe,  the 
opinion  of  all  sailors  that  the  Scilly  Island  light  should  be  placed  on  Rossvear. 

4535.  Are  we  to  understand  you  consider  the  duties  of  the  lighthouse  depart- 
ment ouoht  to  be  to  look  alter  every  part  of  the  coast  requiring  lights,  and  not 
to  wait  until  the  merchants  and  shipowners  apply  for  them  ? — Undoubtedly ; and 
I know,  from  my  own  experience  with  regard  to  the  Cocklegat  light,  that  the 
shipowners  in  the  North  would  not  apply  for  it,  because  they  feared  the  infliction 
of  a fresh  light-due  on  their  already  over-taxed  vessels.  I should  wish  to  add,  that 
as  in  the  course  of  my  evidence  it  has  appeared  I have  ventured  to  blame  a public 
Board,  I only  hope  it  will  be  considered  that,  as  a public  servant,  I speak  of  it  as  a 
public  Board  solely,  and  not  of  individuals;  for  I must  repeat,  I have  the  highest 
respect  for  the  members  of  the  Trinity  Corporation  individually.  _ Their  charities 
are  known  to  be  almost  unbounded : I may  mention  their  recent  instance  of  care 
for  sailors,  in  establishing  a floating  chapel  on  the  Thames,  to  visit  those  sections 
of  colliers  obliged  to  lie  in  the  lower  parts  of  the  river ; their  general  munificent 
subscriptions  to  all  seamen’s  charities  and  hospitals ; and  to  my  knowledge,  there 
are  thousands  of  sailors  who  are  solely  indebted  to  their  kindness  almost  for  their 
very  existence. 


Richard  Willson,  Esq.  called  in ; and  Examined. 

4536.  Chairman.']  ARE  you  a Wharfinger  and  Shipowner? — I am. 

4537.  How  long  have  you  been  so  employed  ? — Between  30  and  40  years. 

4538.  Have  you  been  in  the  foreign  as  well  as  thc«home  trade?  Yes;  I iave 

for  the  last  30  years  been  part-owner  of  vessels  in  the  foreign  as  well  as  t e 
coasting  trade.  • 

4539.  Have  you  much  experience  in  the  Irish  trade? — Yes;  I have  a snare 

perhaps  a dozen  vessels  in  the  Irish  trade.  r 

4540.  What  number  of  vessels  have  you  the  management  of  ? — At  presen  0^ 

only  six  ; 10  to  20  years  since,  I had  the  management  of  15  to  20.  I an| s ' 
holder  in  from  20  to  30  ; two  vessels  we  own  the  whole  of,  and  in  others  are  ho  e 
of  some  large  and  some  small  parts  ; owners  and  part-owners  in  something  1 
30  sail  of  vessels;  but  are  gradually  reducing  our  interest  in  shipping,  particu  a y 
coasters,  on  account  of  getting  no  profit  from  them.  > 

4541.  What  objection  have  you  to  the  light  dues  at  present  paid  by  coas  • 
— We  think  they  bear  very  hard  upon  us  at  the  present  reduced  rates  01  *rel8  V 

4542.  Have  freights  of  late  years  been  lower  than  before?— -very 
reduced  in  consequence  of  the  railways ; in  the  coasting  trade  particularly. 

4543.  The  railways  come  in  competition  with  you  ? — Yes,  very  much. 

4544.  And  you  find  the  freights  therefore  reduced ; and  the  lighthouse  cn  o 
remaining  the  same,  you  find  them  bear  heavy  upon  the  trade? — We  do  ; 
form  a very  heavy  part.  The  lighthouse  dues  are  eased  very  much 
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coasting  trade  to  what  they  formerly  were ; still  the  amount  now  left  presses 
more  severely  upon  us  than  the  whole  did  formerly.  Formerly  they  made  ships 
pay  when  in  ballast,  now  they  do  not ; they  only  pay  it  now  when  they  dis- 
charge cargo,  or  part  ot  the  cargo.  If  they  take  in  or  discharge  any  goods  they 
are  subject  to  light  dues.  Formerly  if  they  took  cargo  from  here  to  Portsmouth 
and  discharged  it  there,  they  paid  the  light  dues  ; and  if  they  came  from  Portsmouth 
to  London  in  ballast,  they  had  again  to  pay  the  light  dues".  Now  they  have  onlv 
to  pay  when  they  discharge  cargo.  J 

4.545-  Can  you  tell  us  what  per-centage  the  light  dues  now  bear  to  the  gross 
freights  in  die  coasting  trade  ?— My  attention  has  not  been  called  to  the  ques 
tion  very  lately;  but  as  near  as  I can  sav,  the  light  dues  must  be  from  two  to  five 
percent,  upon  the  amount  of  gross  freight;  oil  short  voyages  the  per-centaee  is 
highest,  on  account  of  passing  so  frequently.  s 

4546.  In  what  particular  trade  I— In  the  coasting  trade,  to  Portsmouth  Lvme 

Hastings,  Penzance,  and  other  places  ; in  the  Channel  trade  principally  ' ' 

4547.  Is  that  upon  the  gross  freight  ?— Yes ; from  two  to  five  per  cent  upon 
the  gross  freight,  out  of  which  we  seldom  find  any  profit  left  now 

4548.  Will  you  explain  how  that  difference  arises?— I myself  scarcely  believed 

it  until  I examined  ; but  I find  small  vessels  in  the  Hastings  trade  paying  between 
8i.  and  gs.  every  voyage,  in  the  course  of  a year  a vessel  of  30  tons  in  the 
Hastings  trade  pays  more  for  lights  than  a vessel  in  the  Penzance  trade  of 
double  the  tonnage  : the  Hastings  vessel  passing  so  frequently,  although  she  does 
not  go  by  so  many  lights,  I find  pays  about  ioj.  per  register  ton  each  year  for 
lights,  while  vessels  going  longer  voyages  down  Channel  do  not  average  raore 
than  5 s.  per  register  ton  in  the  year.  ^ 

4549-  Upon  how  many  voyages  ?-I  take  them  at  34  voyages  in  the  Hastings 
trade. 

4550.  What  freight  do  they  make  in  that  time ; what  do  you  make  the  gross 
freight  to  be?— The  cargo  down  I should  say  would  be  from  15k  to  20 1.,  andthev 
pay  as  much  for  lights  back  as  they  do  going;  but  the  back  freight  will  not  be 
more  than  from  5 1.  to  7 1 

4551-  Mr.  Somes.]  What  sized  vessels  do  you  speak  of  ?— Thirty-one  tons 

4552-  Chairman .]  What  kind  of  goods  do  they  carry  ?— They  carry  groceries 
down  but  generally  come  back  with  the  empty  packages  principally,  with  occa- 
sionally  a little  corn  or  flour. 

4553-  Then  it  they  paid  for  the  lights  in  proportion  to  the  cargo,  you  would 
not  complain  so  much,  as  you  are  nmv  obliged  to  pay  for  however  small  quantity 
ot  goods  on  board  ? — If  the  quantity  is  ever  so  small  they  pay  the  same  liglit 
dues  as  with  a full  cargo  ; and  whether  the  packages  are  full  or  empty  it  is  all  the 
same,  they  have  the  lights  to  pay.  When  loaded  we  do  not  complain. 

4554-  Do  they  often  come  back  in  ballast  ? — They  come  back  twice  out  of 
lights  T m kallast’  kut  would  bring  a few  every  voyage  but  for  expense  of 

4555-  By  that  they  avoid  the  light  dues? — Yes;  the  packages  they  brino- 
ac  are  empty ; they  are  obliged  to  bring  them  back  when  there  is  a certain 

%hts  &c  aUd  W0Uld  brillg  vvhatever  was  ready  every  v°yage  but  for  expense  of 

4556.  Do  they  pay  upon  empty  packages? — They  do. 
tra4l55‘~*  • a!  e^ect  *ia.s  uP<?n  the  convenience  of  the  ports  with  which  the 

ha  f /k  can’led  on  — Injurious  ; it  would  be  a great  convenience  to  the  trade  to 
VI  6m  ,iv’  every  voyage.  We  have  a railroad  two-thirds  of  the  way  to 
kn  k9’  3nd  when.^.  is  completed  all  the  way  I expect  our  trade  will  be 
in  theyear^  ^ Pr‘ucdPady  from  these  heavy  charges,  amounting  to  105.  a ton 

otjjer  charges  are  you  subject  to,  besides  light  dues  ? — We  have 
once  aG  dU.?  P London  t0  Pay  every  voyage,  and  Dover  and  Ramsgate  dues 
freights  ’ bUt  W6  suPPose  ^at  must  continue,  although  it  presses  on  low 

a That  Very  %ht?— Yes,  but  every  little  is  now  felt.  We  are  also  at 

and  a.  exP?.ase  in  tdat  trnde  for  ballast : when  we  get  down  we  put  out  the  cargo, 
Pm„,aie  obliged  to  take  in  ballast,  at  a great  expense,  before  we  can  take  in  the 
empty  packages. 

45^0.  Mr.  Somes.]  That  is  not  Trinity  House  ballast  ? — No. 

^ 0 *i£W/VWfl7Z’]  ^oes  *de  Trinity  House  take  the  ballast  from  you  without 
*40*  n n 2 charge  ? — 


Jt.  Willson,  Esq. 
16  June  1845. 
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charge  ? — No ; we  have  to  pay  if.  3 d.  a ton  to  take  it  in,  and  to  pay  6 d.  a ton 
to  put  it  out,  in  London  ; at  Hastings  we  pay  1 s.  per  ton  taking  in. 

4562.  Are  you  allowed  to  transfer  your  ballast  from  one  ship  to  another  in  the 
rjver  ? — I believe  the  Trinity  House  will  permit  it  when  the  vessels  belong  to  the 
same  owners,  but  not  otherwise  ; but  nine  times  out  of  ten  we  cannot  say  the 
owners  of  the  one  are  precisely  the  same  as  the  other,  and  cannot  avail  of  it. 

4563.  Although  returning  in  ballast,  that  actually  is  a charge  to  the  ship  to  get 
rid  of  it  ? — Yes ; it  is  one  charge  to  get  it  in,  and  another  to  get  it  out. 

4564.  What  do  you  pay  for  ballast  at  Hastings? — One  shilling  a ton,  and  15. 3 d. 
in  London  ; and  to  put  out  in  London  6 d.  per  ton. 

4565.  Mr.  Somes.]  Could  you  hire  a lighter  to  put  baliast  on  board  cheaper 
than  the  Trinity  House  charge  ? — No,  I do  not  think  we  could.  I have  no  wish 
to  mislead  the  Committee  upon  that  or  any  other  point;  and  if  we  could  get  rid  of 
the  light  dues,  and  the  Dover  and  Ramsgate  dues,  we  should  not  complain  of  the 
charge  for  ballast. 

4566.  Chairman.]  Do  you  think  if  these  light  dues  could  be  taken  off,  look- 
ing to  the  completion  of  the  railroad,  you  could  be  able  to  carry  on  a trade  with 
coasters? — We  should  try  very  hard  to  do  it.  In  the  Portsmouth  trade  the 
freight  has  been  reduced  within  the  last  20  years  50  per  cent.,  and  now  we 
can  scarcely  get  more  than  half  cargoes,  owing  to  railways. 

4567.  Are  you  at  liberty  to  state  what  your  ships  have  paid  during  the  last 
three  years,  as  compared  with  previous  years? — If  I were  to  make  up  my  accounts 
for  the  last  three  years  upon  the  whole  shipping  interest  I have,  allowing  for 
depreciation  in  value,  I am  quite  sure  I should  not  have  one  shilling  to  put  aside 
for  profit.  Twenty  years  since  I made  15  to  20  percent,  profit  on  shipping. 

4568.  Then  if  the  tendency  at  the  present  moment  of  the  numerous  railroads  is 
to  compete  with  the  coasters,  and  reduce  their  freights,  is  it  not  evident  that  in  a 
year  or  two  you  will  not  be  able  to  carry  on  the  coasting  trade  ? — It  is  my  opinion 
that  it  will  come  to  that,  except  great  relief  be  granted  to  the  shipping ; if  such  a 
thing  can  be  done  as  for  the  lights  to  be  supported  by  the  country  generally;  the 
ships  are  really  no  longer  able  to  pay  them  or  the  Dover  and  Ramsgate  dues,  aud 
to  compete  with  the  railroads.  That  is  as  regards  the  Hastings  and  other  trades 
down  the  Channel. 

4569.  You  were  going  to  explain  why  the  charge  varied  from  three  to  five  per 
cent,  in  the  different  trades,  and  you  have  mentioned  two,  one  to  Hastings  and 
the  other  to  Portsmouth  ; can  you  state  any  other? — We  also  trade  to  Penzance, 
Devonport,  Lyme,  and  other  ports  in  the  Channel,  and  coming  back  they  are 
obliged  to  come  in  ballast  or  to  bring  the  empty  packages,  or  otherwise  they  go- 
to Cardiff  to  load  with  iron;  in  which  case  it  makes  the  voyages  longer;  aud 
although  they  pass  a greater  number  of  lights,  they  do  not  pass  them  so  often  ; so 
that  it  comes  to  nearly  the  same  thing.  I may  take,  as  an  instance,  a ship  to 
Penzance,  which  made  seven  voyages,  going  round  to  Cardiff  each  time,  the  light 
dues  being  2 l.  12  5.  upon  each  voyage,  making  18/.  45.  in  the  year,  which  upon 
her  tonnage  came  to  5 s.  a ton  in  the  year ; so  that  upon  a short  voyage  it  will 
amount  to  more  per  ton  and  per  cent,  on  gross  freight,  than  upon  longer  voyages  ; 
the  ship  making  a less  number  of  voyages,  the  light  dues  fall  more  heavily  on  the 
voyage,  but  lighter  on  the  year : the  other  at  95.,  or  rather  less  than  9 s.  per  voyage. 
For  the  smaller  number  of  lights,  passing  them  so  frequently,  the  dues  come  to 
more  money  in  the  year  than  upon  the  longer  voyage  and  larger  vessel.  And 
the  same  thing  will  apply  as  between  the  coasting  trade  and  the  foreign  trade. 

I have  an  interest  in  vessels  in  the  Mediterranean  trade ; unfortunately  last  year 
one  ship  laid  10  months  in  the  Mediterranean  before  she  could  be  loaded  at  all; 
and  consequently  she  passed  the  Channel  lights  but  twice,  once  in  and  once  out. 
But  in  ordinary  cases  they  cannot  make  more  than  four  voyages  ; upon  those 
four  voyages,  twice  each  way,  they  pay  much  less  in  the  course  of  the  year  than 
coasting  vessels ; so  that  upon  foreign  vessels  the  light  clues  do  not  press  so 
heavily.  The  competition  has  been  very  heavy  between  sailing  vessels  and  steam 
vessels ; but  the  railways,  I am  afraid,  will  beat  us  out  of  the  field  in  the  coasting 
trade,  except  we  are  relieved  of  light  dues,  and  Dover  and  Ramsgate  dues. 

4570.  Are  we  to  understand  that  the  reduction  of  freights  in  late  years 
been  entirely  owing  to  the  competition  of  steam-boats  with  yon? — ^es  ’ -,111 ',4! 
foreign  trade,  and  in  a greater  degree  in  the  coasting  trade;  but  the  raihoa  ^ 
look  as  if  they  would  finish  us  when  they  are  completed,  and  throw  out  0 
employ  many  thousand  seamen, 

4571.  Th« 
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4571.  Then  are  we  to  understand  your  opinion  to  be,  that  unless  the  coasting 
trade  and  vessels  are  relieved  from  this  charge  for  lights,  you  will  not  be  able  to 
continue  the  trade ? — I very  much  fear  we  shall  not;  that  is  the  present  impres- 
sion on  my  mind,  unless  relieved  from  the  light  dues,  and  Dover  and  Ramsgate 
dues. 

4572.  If  the  light  dues  were  taken  off  vessels,  they  could  go  and  come  with 
half  cargoes  whenever  they  pleased,  to  every  port,  and  as  often  as  they  pleased  ? 
—Yes. 

4573.  What  effect  would  that  have  upon  the  coasting  trade  and  the  commerce 
of  the  country,  in  the  supply  of  articles  from  place  to  place  ? — It  would,  in  many 
oases,  operate  in  this  way  : there  are  many  more  goods  come  to  London  than  go 
from  London,  and  consequently  a great  many  vessels  leave  London  in  ballast. 
Many  of  those  vessels  which  leave  London  in  ballast  would  take  small  cargoes  in, 
which  are  going  to  the  ports  they  are  bound  to  or  passing,  but  which  will  not 
bear  the  expense  of  the  lights;  for  when  you  look  at  2 l.  12  s.  as  being  the 
expense  of  lights  upon  a voyage  from  Penzance  and  bade,  and  1 l.  175.  from 
Cardiff  to  London,  upon  a vessel  of  73  tons,  it  will  not  answer  to  take  a small 
quantity  of  goods  going  down  ; if  she  does,  she  incurs  not  only  all  the  port  charges 
but  the  light  dues  also,  which  by  going  in  ballast  without  goods  she  is  exempt 
from. 

4574.  Then  are  we  to  understand,  if  coasting  vessels  take  in  small  quantities 
of  cargo,  the  ports  to  which  they  go  will  be  supplied  with  small  quantities  of 
goods  from  London  upon  every  voyage,  instead  of  going  round  about  for  want 
of  being  able  to  ship  full  cargoes  ? — A good  many  small  quantities  no  doubt 
would  be  shipped. 

4575.  Have  you  any  connexion  with  the  corn  trade  in  Ireland? — I am  a 
wharfinger,  so  that  I do  not  land  corn,  but  am  part-owner  of  several  vessels 
which  bring  corn. 

4576.  Do  the  vessels  generally  go  in  ballast  that  bring  that  corn  ? — A great 
many  go  in  ballast ; at  least  one  half  return  in  ballast. 

4577.  If  there  were  no  light  dues  upon  those  vessels,  would  many  of  them 
carry  portions  of  cargo  to  the  places  where  they  are  to  ship  the  grain  ? — In  many 
cases  I have  no  doubt  they  would  take  a few  tons  rather  than  go  without,  if  they 
had  no  expenses ; but  the  instant  they  take  any  goods  in,  they  incur  all  these 
light  and  port  charges. 

4578.  Looking  to  the  great  number  of  coasting  vessels  of  all  sizes,  if  the j were  all 
allowed  upon  every  voyage  to  take  large  or  small  quantities  of  goods  on  board,  as 
circumstances  suited,  to  the  ports  to  which  they  are  going,  without  those  charges, 
would  not  that  have  a considerable  effect  upon  the  general  coasting  trade  and 
commerce  of  the  country? — It  would  be  a very  great  relief  to  us. 

4579.  Have  you  any  other  observations  to  make  ? — There  is  one  point  I should 
like,  if  the  Committee  will  permit  me,  to  bring  to  their  notice ; it  is  a matter 
which  very  severely  bears  upon  our  coasting  trade.  We  have  a railroad  to 
Southampton  on  our  side,  and  there  is  a branch  which  goes  to  Gosport ; we 
have  great  difficulties  in  competing  with  that ; but  there  is  another  railroad  also 
projected  to  come  on  the  other  side  of  us,  to  Chichester,  and  thence  to  Ports- 
mouth, and  taking  that  and  other  parts  of  the  country.  I also  wish  the  Com- 
mittee to  see  the  inconsistencies  we  are  labouring  under.  Our  vessels,  after  they 
discharge  cargo  at  Portsmouth,  generally  go  to  Guernsey,  and  bring  back  stone 
for  mending  roads.  Coming  from  Guernsey  to  London,  it  is  deemed  foreign 
under  the  Custom-house  regulations.  It  appears  to  me  perfectly  ridiculous  to 
call  Guernsey,  one  of  our  own  islands,  a foreign  port ; but  such  is  the  Customs’ 
regulation  ; so  that  a vessel  loaded  with  stone  from  Guernsey,  for  which  she 
gets  5 s.  or  6 s.  a ton,  is  treated  as  foreign ; and  if  she  is  driven  into  Portsmouth 
by  contrary  wind,  she  is  not  allowed  to  take  empty  packages  on  board,  that  being 
considered  a coasting  operation.  She  would  go  into  Portsmouth  if  they  would 
allow  her  to  take  the  empty  packages,  every  voyage  ; but  even  if  she  is  driven  iu, 
she  cannot  take  them  without  first  discharging  the  stone. 

45§0-  Are  we  to  understand  that  coasting  vessels  from  London,  after  delivering 
their  cargoes  at  Portsmouth,  crossing  to  Guernsey  to  bring  home  stone  in  order 
to  have  a return  freight,  are  treated  as  foreign  ; and  if  they  are  driven  in  or 
choose  to  stop  at  Portsmouth  to  bring  back  the  empty  packages  of  the  good  they 
carry  down,  they  are  not  allowed  to  do  so? — They  are  not  allowed  to  do  it, 

0.36.  n n 3 because 
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JR.  Willson,  Esq.  because  Guernsey  is  deemed  foreign.  Allow  me  to  point  out  another  grievance 
1 — — which  we  are  subject  to  at  present.  A vessel  in  the  coasting  trade  pays  the  Dover 

16  June  1845-  and  Ramsgate  passing  tolls  once  a year  upon  any  number  of  voyages,  but  if  she 
goes  to  Guernsey  six  times  in  the  year  she  has  seven  tolls  to  pay ; that  is,  once 
the  yearly  toll,  and  six  separate  tolls,  because  she  has  brought  six  cargoes  of  stone. 
They  call  it  foreign,  and  because  it  is  foreign  they  make  the  vessel  pay  the  Dover 
and  Ramsgate  tolls  every  voyage,  the  same  as  from  the  Mediterranean. 

4581.  Mr.  Chairman.]  Are  you  sure  a vessel  bringing  stone  from  Guernsey 
is  considered  as  in  the  foreign  trade,  and  not  in  the  coasting  trade  ?— She  is  con- 
sidered foreign  as  much  as  a French  vessel,  and  charged  those  tolls ; and  they  will 
not  permit  her  to  take  in  the  empty  packages,  on  account  of  being  deemed 
foreign. 

4582.  If  a vessel  comes  with  a cargo  of  stone  from  Guernsey  to  your  wharf,  is 
she  considered  at  the  Custom-house  as  a foreign  vessel,  or  is  she  considered  a 
coaster  ? — She  is  considered  foreign,  and  she  is  obliged  to  report  at  the  foreion 
Custom-house,  and  not  at  the  coasting  department. 

4583.  Mr.  Somes.~\  And  to  pay  the  tolls  every  time  she  passes  ? — To  pay  the 
Dover  and  Ramsgate  tolls  every  time,  besides  paying  annually  as  a coaster. 

4584.  Sir  H.  Douglas.']  Guernsey  is  treated  by  the  Custom-house  regulations  as 
a remote  colony? — Yes  ; as  the  West  Indies,  or  any  other  colony.  I hold  in  my 
hand  a bill  for  the  Dover  and  Ramsgate  tolls  we  have  paid  upon  one  vessel  of 
53  tons,  of  18$.  4 d.  on  a cargo  of  stone. 

4585.  Chairman.']  This  purports  to  be  a bill  for  the  Defence,  from  Guernsey  to 
London,  charged  for  Dover  Harbour  7 s.  10  d.,  for  Ramsgate  Harbour  10  s.  6 d.\ 
is  that  one  of  your  coasting  vessels,  which  went  down  to  Portsmouth  with  goods, 
and  crossed  to  Guernsey  for  stone? — It  is;  that  vessel,  owing  to  her  being  con- 
sidered foreign,  pays  those  tolls  each  voyage  from  Guernsey,  and  not  once  a 
year  as  a coaster  to  Portsmouth.  When  she  goes  to  Guernsey,  she  is  so  far 
considered  foreign  that  slie  is  obliged  to  pay  the  Dover  and  Ramsgate  tolls  every 
time  she  passes. 

4586.  Mr.  Chapman .]  Is  she  so  far  considered  foreign  that  she  is  obliged  by  law 
to  take  a pilot  Rom  Dover  to  London  ? — No  ; there  is  another  inconsistency  in  that. 

4587.  She  is  not  obliged  to  take  a pilot  from  Dungeness  to  London  in  conse- 
quence of  coming  from  Guernsey  with  stone? — Coming  with  stone,  they  are 
exempted  from  pilotage;  but  if  that  same  vessel  took  in  potatoes,  she  would  be 
subject  to  pilotage  if  of  sufficient  tonnage. 

4588.  Chairman .]  Or  tobacco? — Yes,  tobacco  or  any  other  goods;  that  is  the 
inconsistency,  that  a vessel  loaded  with  stone  is  allowed  to  pass  up  Channel  with- 
out a pilot ; but  if  she  load  with  potatoes  or  tobacco,  she  must  have  a pilot. 

45S9.  Air.  Chapman.]  Under  what  Act  of  Parliament  did  you  obtain  that  ex- 
emption ? — I am  not  aware  whether  it  is  by  an  Act  of  Parliament  or  by  custom; 
all  I know  is  that  coasters  loaded  with  stone  are  not  required  to  take  pilots,  and 
would  not  take  them  when  loaded  with  potatoes  if  not  compelled. 

4590.  Then  in  point  of  fact  when  loaded  with  stone  they  are  not  considered  as 
foreign  ; they  are  considered  coasters  ? — They  are  so  far  considered  foreign  that 
they  are  not  allowed  to  take  in  at  an  intermediate  port  even  empty  packages, 
and  when  they  come  to  London  they  are  compelled  to  report  at  the  foreign  Cus- 
tom-house instead  of  the  coasting  department.  They  are  considered  both  foreign 
and  coasting,  if  I may  so  term  it;  foreign  as  to  the  Custom-house,  and  the 
Dover  and  Ramsgate  tolls,  and  coasting  as  regards  the  pilots. 

459 1 ■ Chairman.]  Then  to  enable  you  still  further  to  compete  with  the  rail- 
roads, relief  from  the  Dover  and  Ramsgate  Harbour  dues  would  be  requisite  f— 
Yes ; it  appears  to  me  inconsistent  that  because  a vessel  goes  over  to  Guernsey 
six  times  in  a year,  she  should  pay  Dover  and  Ramsgate  Harbour  dues  seven  times, 
whereas  she  may  go  all  round  England  six  times  or  50  times  past  those  places 
coasting,  and  only  pay  once  a year. 

4592*  It  appears  that  the  charge  for  foreign  lights  upon  that  very  ship,  the 
Defence,  is  js.6d.-,  and  for  the  English  lights,  195.  8 d. ; is  that  going  and 
coming? — From  London  to  Guernsey  and  back?  No.  She  paid  at  Portsmouth. 
They  pay  every  time  they  discharge  cargo  now.  That  is  the  Guernsey  account 
to  London  only. 

4593.  She 
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4593.  She  paid  at  Portsmouth  when  she  discharged  her  cargo  ? — She  did. 

4594.  Then  she  crossed  to  Guernsey  for  stone,  and  coming  up  she  pays 
7 s.  6 d.  and  195.  8 d.  for  light  dues  ? — Yes. 

4595.  What  is  meant  by  “ Local  charge,  6 s.  8 d.”  ? — Local  charge  of  6 s.  8 d., 
I understand  to  be  for  the  Nore  Light,  and  buoys  from  the  Foreland  up  the 
river. 

4596.  The  amount  of  that  is  1/.  55.  n|c?.  which  you  have  paid  upon  one 
voyage  from  Guernsey  here? — Yes,  but  we  pay  1 1.  65.;  for  a fraction  we 
pay  1 d. 

4597.  How  much  have  you  paid  to  Portsmouth  ? — Eleven  shillings  or  twelve 
shillings;  they  pass  more  lights  coming  from  Guernsey  here,  than  going  from 
here  to  Portsmouth. 

4598.  This  bill  purports  to  be  3/.  2 s.  6d.  for  the  Defence  on  her  arrival  in 
London;  will  you  explain  the  items? — Tonnage  duty  and  entry,  7 s.  6d. 

4 599.  What  charge  is  that  ? — The  City  dues,  I believe.  Lights,  1 /.  6 s. ; Dover 
and  Ramsgate  passing  tolls,  185.  6d. ; the  broker’s  charges,  10  s.  6d.  for  report- 
ing; that  would  only  be  2 s.  6 d.  if  Guernsey  were  considered  a home  possession 
instead  of  a foreign  port,  so  that  there  is  an  increase  of  75.  Qd.  upon  that  item 
alone ; and  if  she  was  considered  a coaster,  there  could  be  no  pretext  for  the 
Dover  and  Ramsgate  toll  every  time. 

4600.  Do  you  pay  upon  going  down  to  Portsmouth  for  the  cargo,  or  as  a 
coaster?— The  Dover  and  Ramsgate  tolls  we  pay  once  a year  for  coasting  vessels  ; 
therefore  this  vessel  has  a yearly  bill,  that  is  a once-a-year  bill ; and  every  time 
she  goes  to  Guernsey  she  has  to  pay  the  toll  over  again,  on  account  of  her  being 
treated  as  foreign. 

4601.  Have  you  any  other  observations  with  regard  to  the  pressure  of  the  lights 
upon  the  coasting  trade  ? — I am  not  aware  that  I have. 

4602.  Mr.  Somes.]  What  effect  have  the  light  dues  upon  the  foreign  trade  ? — 
In  the  foreign  trade  a vessel  pays  the  light  dues  so  much  more  seldom  than  the 
coasting  trade,  they  do  not  affect  vessels  in  the  foreign  trade  so  much. 

4603.  Is  it  not  considered  a very  heavy  tax  upon  those  vessels  ? — It  is  a very 
heavy  tax,  and  the  pilotage  also  ; it  is  a heavy  tax  where  vessels  are  in  the  short 
fruit  passage ; they  perhaps  make  the  voyage  in  six  weeks  ; but  if  they  were  to 
make  the  voyage  every  six  weeks,  it  would  not  affect  them  so  much  as  the  coasting 
vessels,  who  are  constantly  passing  up  and  down  Channel. 

4604.  Is  that  a general  complaint,  then,  of  the  fruit  vessels? — It  does  not  affect 
vessels  in  the  foreign  trade  near  so  much  as  in  the  coasting  trade ; and  I must 
add,  in  the  coasting  trade  they  have  got  the  railroads  to  compete  with,  so  that 
what  did  not  affect  us  so  much  formerly,  does  now  seriously. 

4605.  Chairman.]  Have  you  any  other  observations  to  make  in  respect  of  the 
light  dues  ? — I am  not  aware.  I really  myself  very  much  hope  the  country  will 
take  the  lights  upon  themselves,  seeing  they  are  advocating  the  making  of  rail- 
roads in  all  directions  so  as  to  knock  up  the  coasting  trade.  I hope  the  country 
or  the  Legislature  will  see  the  propriety  of  throwing  the  charge  generally  upon 
the  country,  considering  the  effect  of  it  upon  shipping,  particularly  on  coasters. 

4606.  How  long  is  it  since  the  pressure  of  these  light  dues  was  felt  so  very  se- 
verely?— They  have  been  felt  more  and  more  every  year  that  the  railroads  have  been 
progressing.  Floating  steam  affected  us  very  much  indeed ; we  have  got  the  better 
of  that ; by  reducing  our  freights  and  giving  dispatch  to  our  vessels,  we  have  been 
able  in  a degree  to  compete  with  steam-boats  in  the  coasting  trade;  but  now  that 
the  railroads  have  commenced,  the  pressure  is  very  severe.  Whether  in  the  end  we 
shall  be  able  to  struggle  against  the  competition  of  the  railroads  I do  not  know. 
I apprehend  the  railways  now  making  in  Ireland  will  seriously  affect  the  coasting 
trade  between  England  and  the  north  and  north-west  of  Ireland  ; it  the  goods  be 
brought  by  railway  to  the  east  and  south  ports,  such  as  Dublin,  Cork,  and  Water- 
ford, the  voyage  will  be  so  much  shortened  that  many  hundred  vessels,  and  thousands 
of  seamen,  will  be  thrown  out  of  employment. 
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Luna,  30°  die  Junii,  1845. 


MEMBERS  PRESENT. 

Mr.  Chapman. 

Sir  Howard  Douglas. 

Mr.  Duncan. 

Admiral  Duudas. 


Mr.  Grogan, 
Mr.  Hume. 
Mr.  Ross. 


JOSEPH  ITIJME,  Esq.  in  the  Ciiaiu. 


Sir  John  Henry  Pelly,  Bart.,  called  in  ; and  further  Examined. 

Sir  J.  h.  Pelly,  4607.  Chairman.']  DO  you  wish  to  make  any  observations  on  any  part  of  the 
Bart,  evidence  which  you  have  formerly  given  before  this  Committee? — In  answer  to 

the  13th  question,  “ You  were  asked  whether  the  number  of  20  members  was 

30  June  1845.  reqUisite  to  carry  011  the  details  of  the  department;  what  is  your  opinion  upon 
that?”  I stated,  “ We  are  so  constituted  under  the  charter.”  By  this  I meant 
to  point  out  to  the  Committee,  that  by  the  charter  of  James  the  Second  the 
Corporation  is  constituted  of  1 master,  4 wardens,  8 assistants,  and  18  elder 
brethren,  in  all,  31  ; and  that  no  alteration  thereof  can  take  place  without  an 
infringement  of  the  charter,  and  that  no  reasonable  ground  for  any  such  or  any 
other  infringement  exists.  And  here  I would  remark,  that  although  the  evi- 
dence given  before  the  present  Committee  contains  many  observations  touching 
the  constitution  of  the  Corporation,  and  certain  individuals  have  expressed  their 
opinion  that  the  erection  and  management  of  lighthouses  should  be  entrusted  to 
other  hands  notwithstanding  the  universal  acknowledgment  of  the  efficiency 
of  the  existing  establishments,  I am  unable,  by  any  construction  I can  give  to 
the  terms  of  the  Order  of  the  Honourable  House  under  which  this  Committee 
was  appointed,  to  regard  the  question  of  the  constitution  of  the  Trinity  House, 
or  the  speculative  notion  of  a new  Lighthouse  Board,  as  having  been  in  any 
manner  referred  to  the  Committee’s  consideration.  In  answer  to  the  33d  ques- 
tion, “ Do  you  consider  so  many  members  as  you  have  to  be  requisite  for  the 
duties  connected  with  the  lighthouses,  both  upon  the  visitations  and  at  Tower- 
liill?”  I replied,  “ I do  not  mean  to  say  that  the  work  might  not  be  carried  on  by 
fewer.”  It  is  impossible  to  say  by  how  few  the  duties  of  any  establishment  may 
be  carried  on : the  East  India  Directors  consist  of  24,  as  do  the  Bank,  the  Royal 
Exchange,  and  London  Assurance  corporations;  and  many  other  public  com- 
panies have,  some  more,  some  less : the  Committee  appointed  by  the  House  of 
Commons  before  whom  I had  the  honour  to  appear,  has  15  Members;  The 
House  itself,  658.  If  I gave  an  opinion  whether  the  duties  could  or  could  not 
be  performed  by  fewer  persons,  it  would  bo  but  the  opinion  of  an  individual; 
hut  I thought  that  the  agitation  of  this  question  had  been  set  at  rest  by  the 
remarks  made  thereon  in  the  Report  of  the  Select  Committee  on  Lighthouses, 
August  1834,  page  24,  beginning  at  “ The  constitution.”  In  answer  to  question 
number  225,  I stated  that  “ All  the  surplus  revenue  which  is  not  necessary  for 
the  maintenance  of  the  lights  is  applicable  under  the  Corporation’s  charter  for 
the  purpose  of  the  relief  of  seamen  in  poverty,  misery,  or  decay;”  and  said, 
“ That  is  the  only  use  to  which  the  surplus  revenue  is  directed  by  the  charter  to 
be  applied.”  I was  wrong  in  using  the  words  “ all”  and  “ only;”  the  former 
should  have  been  omitted,  and  the  words  “ 011c  of  the  uses”  substituted  for  the 
latter;  the  objects  of  the  Corporation,  as  described  in  the  charter,  being  “as 
well  for  the  good  government  and  increase  of  the  navigation  of  this  kingdom, 
as  for  the  better  ordering  and  establishing  of  the  said  Corporation,  and  the  relief 
of  the  poor  mariners,  their  widows  and  orphans.”  I therefore  consider  that 
the  surplus  funds  are  applicable  to  any  purpose  tending  to  the  increase  of  navi- 
gation,. to  the  good  government  and  establishment  of  the  Corporation,  and  to 
the  relief  of  poor  mariners,  &c. 

4608.  Do  you  consider  the  answer  you  have  now  given  to  apply  to  the  patents 
ToH1' lightilouses  1)esides  the  Scilly  Light,  or  to  the  Scilly  Light  alone?- 

4609.  Are  you  not  aware  that  many  of  the  letters  patent  distinctly  set  forth 
the  purpose  for  which  the  respective  tolls  are  granted  1 — They  do. 

4610.  For 
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4610.  For  instance,  when  a grant  of  letters  patent  states  that  one  half  of  the 
toll  is  granted  for  defraying  the  necessary  expense  of  erecting  and  continuing 
the  permanence  of  the  light,  and  to  create  a fund  for  a given  purpose,  is  not  tlmt 
an  obvious  reference  to  the  creating  the  reserved  fund  for  the  permanent  support 
of  the  light,  and  not  to  be  distributed  in  charities?— I should  say  not,  but  there 
is  not  a word  about  creating  a fund  in  any  of  the  patents. 

4611.  If  charities  are  not  mentioned  in  any  of  these  separate  lights,  would 
you  not  consider  that  a proof  that  the  Government  or  the  grantor  did  not  intend 
that  the  surplus  should  be  so  applied? — I consider  the  surplus  is  applicable  to 
all  the  purposes  for  which  the  Trinity  House  is  incorporated. 

4612.  For  what  purpose  do  you  consider  that  the  Trinity  House  is  incorporated ; 
I presume  you  mean  by  the  charter  of  James  ; does  that  give  you  the  power  of 
erecting  a lighthouse,  and  levying  money  for  the  same  ?— The  Act  of  the  8th 
and  the  grant  of  the  36th  of  Elizabeth  give  us  the  power  of  erecting  lio-hthouses 
but  we  have  not  thereby  the  power  of  levying  money. 

4613.  You  admit  this,  that  you  require  a separate  patent  to  enable  you  to 
collect  tolls  for  every  separate  lighthouse  you  have  erected  ? — Certainly. 

4614.  Does  not  each  of  those  patents  set  out  the  purpose  for  which  the  money 
is  to  be  collected  ? — Y es ; but  expressly  without  account  as  to  the  surplus,  if 
there  be  any. 

4615.  Do  any  of  the  patents,  except  the  Scilly,  mention  charitable  purposes, 
or  permit  you  to  apply  the  surplus  to  charitable  purposes  ? — The  means  of  gi vino- 
money  in  charitable  purposes  must  come  from  some  source. 

4616.  It  would  come  as  a matter  of  course  from  the  surplus  of  the  Scillv 
Lights,  as  stated  in  the  patent ; but  it  is  contended  that  it  cannot  come  from  the 
surplus  of  any  other  patent  where  charitable  purposes  are  not  mentioned  P — I 
admit  we  differ  in  opinion ; it  is  a matter  of  opinion ; and  I am  supported  in  mine 
by  the  law  officers  of  the  Crown,  whose  opinion  I shall  put  in. 

"4617.  I shall  be  very  glad  to  know  at  what  time  and  from  what  law  officers 
of  the  Crown  you  have  had  such  opinion  ? — I will  give  it  to  you. 

4618.  Will  you  proceed  with  your  statement? — Yes.  In  the  year  1822  a 
question  arose  whether  the  relinquishment  of  any  part  of  the  tolls  payable  to  the 
Corporation,  could  be  justified  under  the  terms  of  an  “ increase  of  navigation 
and  in  consequence,  and  to  put  this  question  at  rest,  it  was  enacted  by  the 
3d  Geo.  4,  c.  Ill,  s.  4,  that  with  the  concurrence  of  the  Sovereign  in  Council, 
such  reduction  might  take  place  “ so  far  as  may  be  consistent  with  the  chari- 
table and  other  uses,  purposes,  and  intents  for  which  the  Corporation  has  been 
established  and  maintained.”  The  limited  power  so  expressly  given  was  con- 
tinued in  the  Act  6 & 7 Will.  4,  c.  79,  and  under  those  authorities  many  reduc- 
tions and  modifications  of  the  tolls  have  been  made ; and  when  the  Corporation 
shall  have  repaid  the  debt  which  they  have  contracted  in  carrying  out  the  last- 
mentioned  Act,  or  such  proportion  thereof  as  may  be  deemed  to  justify  the  con- 
sideration of  the  question  of  reduction  of  duty,  the  same  liberal  view  will  then 
be  taken  of  that  subject  as  the  Board  has  hitherto  entertained  and  acted  on  - 
regard  being  given  to  the  several  ends  prescribed  in  the  charter,  and  care  taken 
that  any  such  reduction  shall  not  be  inconsistent,  either  with  those  ends  or  with 
the  limitation  which  for  their  maintenance  is  prescribed  in  the  before-recited 
Acts  of  Parliament : and  it  is  of  importance  that  it  should  be  borne  in  mind  that 
the  power  to  relinquish  or  reduce  is  coupled  with  authority  to  revive  and  re- 
establish, should  need  be. 

4619.  Does  that  Act  of  Parliament  which  permits  reduction  and  modification 
make  any  reference  whatever  to  charitable  purposes? — Yes. 

4620.  What  Act  of  Parliament  is  that? — The  Act  3 Geo.  4,  c.  Ill,  s.  4,  has 
the  words, “ so  far  as  may  be  consistent  with  the  charitable  and  other  uses,  pur- 
poses, and  intents  for  which  the  said  Corporation  has  been  established  and 
maintained and  that  of  the  6 & 7 Will.  4,  c.  79,  requires  that  reductions  of 
duties  made  under  the  authority  thereof  shall  be  subject  to  the  same  conditions 
M^d  limitations. 

4621.  Does  that  Act  make  any  reference  whatever  to  the  application  of  the 
surplus  to  charitable  purposes  ? — It  does  notin  those  words,  but  it  virtually  does 
ln  the  56th  section  of  that  Act. 

4622.  Will  you  read  those  words  in  that  Act  where  charitable  purposes  are 
Mentioned  ? — “ And  whereas  by  the  recited  Act  of  the  third  year  of  George  the 
■fourth,  the  said  master,  wardens,  and  assistants  were  empowered  from  time  to 
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time  upon  the  requisition  or  with  the  consent  of  his  Majesty  in  Council,  to 
reduce,  relinquish,  or  modify,  in  manner  therein  mentioned,  the  tolls  therein 

1M  4623^° Will  you  show  the  first  Act  of  Parliament  giving  you  authority  to  apply 
any  of  the  surplus  lighthouse  funds  for  charitable  purposes  ? — The  charter  giv4 
us  the  power  of  applying  any  surplus  funds  that  we  become  possessed  of,  in  any 
wav  whatever  to  charitable  purposes. 

4624  Will  you  show  that  part  ot  the  charter  which  authorizes  you  to  apply 
anv  portion  of  the  surplus  lighthouse  dues  to  charitable  purposes  ?— It  is  the 
surplus  of  the  funds  of  the  Corporation.  The  Act  of  Parliament  is  the  6 k 7 
of  Will.  4,  c.  79.  The  Crown  has  the,  power  of  giving  patents,  and  individuals 
have  had  patents  granted  to  them.  Sonic  of  those  patents  have  been  confirmed 
bv  Act  of  Parliament,  and  the  individuals  to  whom  they  have  been  granted  have 
applied  the  surplus  to  their  own  purposes  and  uses.  The  Corporation  has  had  a 
surplus  upon  those  lights,  and  they  have  applied  it,  under  the  terms  of  their 
charter,  to  the  purposes  for  which  they  were  incorporated. 

4625.  As  the  private  individuals  alluded  to  by  you  applied  the  surplus  funds 
to  their  own  purposes  under  Acts  of  Parliament  and  charters,  will  you  point  out 
in  your  charter  where  you  are  authorized  to  apply  any  surplus  light  dues,  except 
from  the  Scilly  Lights?— The  question  has  been  several  times  agitated,  and  legal 
opinions  have  been  taken  upon  it  5 and  I mean  to  put  in  the  opinion  of  Lord 
Gifforcl  and  the  present  Lord  Chancellor,  who  say  the  surplus  funds  of  the 
corporation  are  applicable  to  those  purposes. 

4626.  Does  not  the  Corporation  derive  funds  from  ballastage  and  other 
sources ; my  question  applies  solely  to  the  lighthouse  dues  ?— There  is  no  power, 
either  in  the  patents  to  other  individuals,  or  by  Act  of  Parliament,  given  to  them 
to  apply  the  surplus  to  their  own  use,  any  more  than  the  patents  to  the  Trinity 
House  require  the  Corporation  to  apply  it  to  the  purposes  for  which  the  Corpo- 
ration was  incorporated.  They  do  so  apply  it,  and  do  not  put  it  by  as  a fund 
to  be  given  back  to  the  public. 

4C27.  That  lias  been  decided  upon,  that  individual  rights  being  granted  for 
the  benefit  of  individuals,  it,  has  been  held  to  be  for  the  benefit  of  individuals; 
but  as  I hold  the  Corporation  to  be  acting  for  the  public  as  trustees,  and  not  for 
their  own  personal  benefit,  I wish  to  know  the  authority  they  have  to  apply  any 
portion  of  the  lighthouse  dues  for  charitable  purposes  ? — The  patents  do  not 
mention  what  they  are  to  do  with  the  surplus,  except  Scilly  and  Winterton. 

4628.  If  in  all  the  other  patents  no  authority  is  given  to  apply  the  surplus  to 
charitable  purposes,  ought  we  not  to  conclude  that  they  were  intended  for  other 
purposes,  the  Scilly  and  the  Winterton  lights  liaviug  specific  authority  to  apply 
them  ? — I consider  all  the  surplus  of  the  lights  to  be  applicable  to  the  purposes 
for  which  the.  Corporation  was  incorporated. 

4629.  Under  what  authority;  under  what  words  of  any  charter,  or  any  Act 
of  Parliament,  do  you  do  that? — 111  1822,  the  Committee  of  the  House  ot  Com- 
mons, the  Foreign  Trade  Committee,  went  very  fully  into  the  subject,  and  a case 
was  stated ; that  case  I hold  in  my  hand,  and  it  sets  out  the  whole  of  the  charter. 
Everything  was  brought  under  the  notice  of  the  counsel  before  whom  the  case 


was  laid. 

4630.  By  whom  was  that  case  drawn  up  ? — By  Mr.  Teesdale,  in  communi- 

cation with  Mr.  Wallace,  the.  Chairman  of  the  Committee.  And  after  iuhy 
stating  the  case,  it  concludes  thus : “ You  are  therefore  requested  to  peruse  the 
several  Acts  of  Parliament,  charters,  and  patents  herein  referred  t,o,  and  wine 
arc  herewith  left ; and  your  opinion  is  desired,  whether  the  Corporation  0 
Trinity  House  is  authorized  in  applying  the  surplus  revenues  arising  from  their 
light  duties,  to  the  charitable  purposes  of  the  Corporation,  as  herein  describe  , 
and  you  are  requested  to  advise  generally  thereon.”  And  the  opinion  is,  “ Upon 
perusing  the  documents  above  referred  to,  we  are  of  opinion  that  the  Corpora  ion 
of  Trinity  House  are  authorized  to  apply  the  surplus  revenues  arising  fro® 
light  duties,  to  the  charitable  purposes  of  the  Corporation,  as  above  describe  . 
This  is  signed  Robert  Gifford  and  John  S.  Copley.  , « 

4631.  There  is  not  a mention  of  lighthouse  dues  in  any  of  those  Acts  ot  a 
liament? — 111  the  evidence  which  has  been  given  before  this  Committee,  ^ 
legal  right  of  the  Corporation  to  apply  the  surplus  revenues  of  light  dues 
purposes  of  charity,  has  been  denied ; and  their  having  done  so  lias  been  rea 
by  some  gentlemen  as  a misappropriation  of  the  corporate  funds.  lhe  ^ 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


SELECT  COMMITTEE  ON  LIGHTHOUSES. 


291 

Brethren  themselves  have  never  entertained  any  doubt  whatever  of  their  autho- 
rity so  to  apply  them  ; and  the  view  which  may  be  entertained  by  other  persons, 
who  may  not  either  have  duly  considered  or  been  well-informed  upon  the 
subject,  can  have  110  weight  whatever  against  the  deliberate  opinion  which  was 
oiven  thereon  in  1 822,  by  the  late  Lord  Gifford  and  the  present  Lord  Chan- 
cellor, at  that  time  Attorney  and  Solicitor-general.  That  opinion,  with  the  case 
on  which  it  was  taken,  was  laid  before  the  Select  Committee  of  the  House  of 
Commons  on  the  Foreign  Trade  of  the  Country,  in  July  of  that  year,  and  will  be 
found  in  pages  112,  113,  and  114  of  tlieir  Report  upon  Pilotage.  A copy  of 
these  I now  beg  leave  to  lay  before  the  Committee,  and  to  append  thereto  a 
copy  of  the  following  important  document,  which  was  also  laid  before  the  Com- 
mittee on  Foreign  Trade  on  the  17th  June  1822 ; and  in  conclusion,  to  express 
my  own  firm  conviction  that  the  present  application  of  the  surplus  revenue  by 
the  Trinity  House  is  strictly  legitimate,  and  my  decided  opinion  that  a more 
equitable  appropriation  thereof  cannot  be  conceived. 

The  case  and  opinion,  and  the  document  last  adverted  to,  are  as  follow  : 
namely, — 

CASE. 

By  an  Act  of  Parliament  passed  in  the  8th  year  of  the  reign  of  her  Majesty  Queen 
Elizabeth,  intituled,  “ An  Act  concerning  Sea  Marks  ancl  Mariners,”  the  Corporation  of 
Trinity  House  of  Deptford  Strond,  being  a company  incorporated  as  therein  mentioned, 
were  empowered  to  make,  erect,  and  set  up  beacons,  marks,  and  signs  for  the  sea,  whereby 
dangers  may  be  avoided,  and  ships  the  better  come  to  their  ports  without  peril;  and  to  con- 
tinue, renew,  and  maintain  the  same  in  such  manner  as  in  the  said  Act  is  mentioned. 

By  letters  patent  of  this  date,  her  said  Majesty  Queen  Elizabeth  granted  to  the  Corporation 
of  Trinity  House,  upon  the  surrender  of  the  Great  Admiral  of  England,  the  beaconage  and 
buoyage,  and  the  office  of  beaconage  and  buoyage  ; to  hold  the  same,  with  all  fees,  advan- 
tages, profits,  emoluments,  and  appurtenances  to  the  same  appertaining  or  belonging,  unto 
the  said  corporation,  and  their  successors  and  assigns  for  ever. 

By  virtue  of  the  Act  of  Parliament  and  grant  above  stated,  the  Corporation  of  Trinity 
House  have  from  time  to  time,  for  more  than  200  years,  executed  the  office  of  beaconage  and 
buoyage,  and  have  placed  and  set  up,  and  maintained  beacons,  buoys,  and  lighthouses,  and 
other  marks  and  signs  for  the  sea ; and  under  divers  grants  from  the  Crown  of  subsequent 
date,  the  Coiporation  have  been  empowered  to  collect  certain  tolls,  previously  agreed  to 
be  paid  for  the  same  by  shipowners  and  others  interested  in  the  establishment  of  the 
lights,  &c. 

In  the  patent  granted  by  his  Majesty  King  Charles  the  Second,  in  the  30th  year  of  his  reign, 
to  the  Corporation  of  Trinity  House,  for  the  tolls  of  the  Winterton  Lighthouse,  there  is  the  fol- 
lowing recital : “ And  because  the  said  lights  have  been  erected  and  are  to  be  maintained  out 
of  ihe  stock  of  the  poor  of  that  Corporation,  and  for  that  the  profit  (if  any)  is  not  to  be  con- 
verted, like  those  from  other  lights,  to  the  private  advantage  of  any  other,  but  for  the  relief 
of  old  and  indigent  seamen,  their  widows  and  orphans,  Sec.”  And  the  habendum  is  as 
follows : “ To  have,  hold,  and  enjoy  the  said  liberty  and  licence  from  the  kindling  of  the 
said  lights  during  the  continuance  thereof,  upon  trust  to  dispose  and  employ  the  profits, 
benefit,  and  advantage  thereby  arising,  for  and  towards  the  relief  of  old  and  indigent  sea- 
men, their  widows  and  orphans.” 

And  in  the  patent  granted  by  his  said  Majesty  King  Charles  the  Second,  in  the  32d  year 
or  Ins  retell,  for  the  tolls  of  the  Scilly  Lighthouse,  the  Corporation  are  empowered  to  receive 
such  allowance  for  the  maintenance  of  the  same  as  shall  be  reasonable  according  to  law, 
upon  trust  to  dispose  and  employ  the  profits,  benefits,  and  advantage  thereby  arising  for  and 
towards  the  relief  of  old  and  indigent  seamen,  their  widows  and  orphans.” 

. Pl°yal  Charter  of  Confirmation  granted  by  his  Majesty  King  James  the  Second,  in 
ie  first  year  of  his  reign,  to  the  Corporation  of  Trinity  House,  commences  by  stating  that 
e.  n?as,ter,  wardens,  and  assistants  of  the  Trinity  House  had  been  of  long  time  a corporation, 
mu'  had  enjoyed  sundry  grants,  liberties,  privileges,  and  immunities  by  force  of  divers 
c arters  and  letters  patent  theretofore  made  unto  them  by  several  kings  and  queens  of  this 
e , ’ an<I  then  proceeds  with  the  ends  thereof,  which  are  described  to  be,  as  well  for  the 
good  government  and  increase  of  the  navigation  of  this  kingdom,  as  for  the  better  ordering 
" n . esteblishing  of  the  said  Corporation,  and  the  relief  of  the  poor  mariners,  their  widows 
and  orphans. 

The  patent  granted  by  his  Majesty  King  George  the  First,  in  the  second  year  of  his 
1 °r  ^le  lighthouses  on  the  Island  of  Portland,  recites  the  statute  of  the 

1 Elizabeth,  and  the  habendum  runs  in  these  words  : "To  have,  hold,  exercise,  and  enjoy 
>e  said  leave,  licence,  liberty,  power,  and  authority,  and  the  said  several  contributions, 
“ties,  sum  and  sums  of  money  before  in  and  by  these  presents  granted  or  mentioned  to  be 
granted  unto  the  said  master,  wardens,  and  assistants,  their  successors  and  assigns  for  ever, 
ituout  account  or  any  other  matter  or  thing  to  be  therefore  rendered  to  us,  our  heirs  or 
accessors,  for  the  same,  or  any  part  thereof.” 
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The  succeeding  grants  or  patents  to  the  Corporation,  which  are  very  numerous,  are  alt 
upon  the  same  principle  as  the  patent  for  the  Portland  Lights;  most  of  them  recite  both  the 
statute  of  the  8th  and  the  grant  of  the  86th  of  Queen  Elizabeth  ; tolls  are  established  for 
defravino- the  expenses  of  the  lighthouses,  and  the  same  are  uniformly  granted  to  the  Corpo- 
ration for  ever,  without  account  or  any  other  matter  or  thing  to  be  therefore  rendered  to 
M.  Majesty,  his  heirs  or  successors,  for  the  same,  or  any  part  thereof. 

The  'Corporation  have  up  to  the  present  time  continued  to  collect  the  tolls  granted;  and 
after  defraying  thereout  the  original  cost  of  building  the  lighthouses,  and  the  subsequent 
charges  attendant  on  the  support  and  maintenance  thereof,  they  have  applied  the  surplus 
revenue,  where  the  tolls  have  produced  any,  m relief  of  poor  manners,  their  widows  and 
orphans : and  no  question  has  ever  been  raised  as  to  their  right  so  to  do  until  very 
recently  When  a doubt  has  been  suggested  in  a Committee  of  the  House  of  Commons 
whether  the  Corporation  are  at  liberty  to  apply  such  surplus  revenue  to  their  charitable 
uurposes  ■ such  doubt  being  founded  on  the  words  of  the  patents,  which  describe  the  tolls 
to  be  granted  for  defraying  the  necessary  charges  of  erecting  and  maintaining  the  lighthouse 

^Thw  doubt  being  raised,  the  consideration  of  the  subject  seems  to  divide  itself  into  two 
heads;  the  first  of  which  is,  whether,  as  such  of  the  patents  as  do  not  specifically  direct  the 
application  of  the  profits,  which  are  in  fact  the  surplus,  to  the  charitable  purposes  referred 
to  are  granted  to  the  Corporation  of  Trinity  House  expressly  without  account  for  the  tolls 
or’ any  part  thereof,  the  Corporation  is  not,  so  long  as  they  hold  the  patent  granting  the  toll, 
entitled  to  receive  the  same,  and,  as  between  them  and  the  persons  paying  it,  to  apply  the 
surplus  revenue  arising  therefrom  in  such  manner  as  they  shall  think  fit.  There  are  many 
lighthouses  in  the  hands  of  private  individuals,  who  collect  tolls  payable  in  respect  thereof 
under  the  authority  of  patents  similar  in  effect  to  those  granted  to  the  Corporation  of  Trinity 
House;  and  such  tolls  having  been  ascertained  or  agreed  to  he  reasonable  before  the 
grantin'"-  of  the  patent,  the  same  are  so  granted  without  account,  &c.,  and  the  profit  arising 
therefrom  (for  it  must  be  assumed  that  an  individual  erects  his  lighthouse  and  obtains  his 
patent  expressly  with  a view  to  some  profit)  is  appropriated  by  the  patentee,  and  he  enjoys 
it  without  the  pretence  on  the  part  of  any  one  that  he  is  answerable  to  anybody  for  a single 
farthing  of  it.  As  long  as  his  patent  is  in  force,  he  has  the  power  of  compelling  payment  of 
the  tolls  specified  thereby ; and  it  should  seem  that,  in  the  event  of  circumstances  arising 
which  should  render  the  toll  exorbitant  or  unreasonable,  the  parties  paying  it  would  have 
no  remedy,  unless  those  circumstances  should  operate  to  induce  a repeal  of  the  patent.  In 
like  manner,  then,  we  would  submit,  that  as  long  as  the  Corporation  holds  the  several  patents 
which  have  been  granted  to  them,  they  are  entitled  to  receive  the  tolls  specified  thereby, 
and  may,  as  between  them  and  the  parties  paying  such  tolls,  enforce  the  payment  thereof, 
and  apply  the  surplus,  if  any,  in  such  manner  as  to  them  may  seem  meet. 

The  second  head  of  consideration  appeavs  to  be  whether  lighthouses  are  marks  and  signs 
for  the  sea,  so  as  to  bring  them  within  the  statute  of  the  Oth  and  the  grant  of  the  36th  of 
Queen  Elizabeth  ; for  if  they  are,  then  the  ends  for  which  the  Corporation  enjoy  their  several 
grants,  charters,  and  letters  patent,  being  by  the  charter  of  confirmation  of  King  James  2 
described  “ to  be  finally  for  the  relief  of  poor  mariners,  their  widows  and  orphans,”  the 
application  of  the  surplus  revenue  of  the  Corporation  arising  from  light  duties  to  that  purpose 
is  expressly  defined  ; and  its  having  been  so  by  this  charter,  may  be  and  most  probably  is 
the  reason  why,  in  all  the  patents  of  subsequent  date,  the  trusts  upon  which  the  Corporation 
are  to  receive  the  tolls  are  omitted,  and  the  tolls  are  from  thenceforth  granted  to  them 
without  account  to  the  King,  his  heirs  or  successors,  for  the  same  or  any  part  thereof. 

In  a marginal  note  in  Lord  Coke's  Institute,  folio  140,  it  is  said,  “ Pasch.  1 Jac.  It  was 
resolved  by  the  two  Chief  Justices,  Attorney,  and  Solicitor,  that  this  Act  (the  8th  Em.) 
extended  as  well  to  lighthouses  in  the  night  as  to  beacons,  See.  by  the  day;”  and  we  do 
not  find  any  case  whatever  in  which  this  authority  has  been  disputed.  . 

Upon  the  question  now  for  the  first  time  being  raised,  whether  the  Corporation  of  Trinity 
House  has  the  power  to  apply  its  surplus  revenues  arising  from  light  duties  to  their 
charitable  purposes,  it  has  never  occurred  to  the  Corporation  themselves  to  entertain 1 a 
doubt.  A more  appropriate  application  of  it  could  not,  it  must  be  admitted,  be  suggested, 
the  parties  benefited  by  it  being  poor  mariners,  the  decayed  servants  of  shipowners,  tne 
persons  contributing  to  it,  their  widows  and  orphans  ; but,  the  point  being  raised,  it  is  im- 
portant to  be  advised  thereon.  , 

You  are  therefore  requested  to  peruse  the  several  Acts  of  Parliament,  charters,  and  paten ' 
herein  referred  to,  and  which  are  herewith  left;  and  your  opinion  is  desired,  Whether  e 
Corporation  of  Trinity  House  is  authorized  in  applying  the  surplus  revenues  arising  tro^ 
their  light  duties  to  the  charitable  purposes  of  the  Corporation,  as  herein  described;  an 
yon  are  requested  to  advise  generally  thereon. 


Opinion. 

Upon  perusing  the  documents  above  referred  to,  we  are  of  opinion  that  the  Corporation 
of  Trinity  House  are  authorized  to  apply  the  surplus  revenues  arising  from  the  light  u 
to  the  charitable  purposes  of  the  Corporation,  as  above  described. 

Liftcoln’s-lnn,  3 July  1822.  (signed)  R- 

J J.  S.  Copley- 
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Historical  Record  of  Opinions  of  the  Law  Officers  of  the  Crown,  and  Decision  of  the  Sir  J' 

Privy  Council,  on  the  Question  as  to  whether  Lights  are  within  the  meaning  of  the  Act  Bart" 

8th  Queen  Elizabeth.  “ 

30  June  18.55. 

Upon  occasion  of  some  disputes  between  the  Trinity  House  and  one  Thomas  Bushell,  a 
private  projector  of  lights,  towards  the  close  of  Queen  Elizabeth’s  reign,  my  Lord  Coke  tells 
us  (4  Institute,  fo.  149),  that  Pasche,  1st  Jacobus,  it  was  resolved  by  the  two  Chief  Justices, 

Attorney,  and  Solicitor,  that  this  Act  (8th  Elizabeth)  extended  as  well  to  lighthouses  in  the 
night  as  to  beacons,  8tc.  by  day. 

Sir  William  Erskine  and  Captain  (afterwards  Sir  John)  Meldrum  having  projected  lights 
at  Winterton,  and  applied  for  a patent,  the  Trinity  House  thereupon  petitioned  the  King  in 
1616  not  to  dispose  of  lights  or  any  other  sea  marks  to  any  but  them,  who  had  a right 
thereto  by  statute  and  charter ; and  upon  reading  that  petition,  the  Privy  Council  declared 
their  opinion,  “ That  the  Trinity  House  should  only  and  solely  have  the  erecting  and  dis- 
posing of  all  such  marks  and  signs;”  and  made  an  order  for  their  erecting  lights  at 
Winterton. 

But  Erskine  and  Meldrum  got  the  King  to  refer  the  point  of  law  to  the  great  Sir  Francis 
Bacon,  the  Attorney-general,  who  reported  his  opinion,  “ That  lighthouses  are  marks  and 
signs  within  the  meaning  of  the  statute  and  charter.  That  there  is  an  authority  mixed  with 
a trust  settled  in  that  Corporation  for  the  erecting  of  such  lighthouses  and  other  marks  and 
signs,  from  time  to  time,  as  the  accidents  and  moveable  nature  of  the  sands  and  channels  doth 
require,  grounded  upon  the  skill  and  experience  which  they  have  in  marine  service,  and  this 
authority  and  trust  cannot  be  transferred  from  them  by  law  ; but  as  they  are  only  answer- 
able  for  the  defaults,  so  they  are  only  trusted  with  the  performance,  it  being  a matter  of  an 
high  and  precious  nature,  in  respect  of  the  salvation  of  ships  and  lives,  and  a kind  of  star- 
light in  that  element:  ” which  report  being  read  in  Council  on  the  26th  March  1617,  an  order 
was  made  reciting  the  same,  and  “ that  their  Lordships  found  further  cause  to  be  con- 
firmed in  their  first  opinion,  that  the  Master  of  the  Trinity  House  of  Deptford  Strond 
ought  solely  to  have  the  erecting  and  disposing  of  all  such  sea  marks  and  signs,  and  that 
no  other  person  ought  to  intermeddle  therein ; which  their  Lordships  did  this  day  declare  in 
Council  as  the  opinion  of  the  Board,  with  a saving  still  to  his  Majesty’s  further  pleasure: 
but  withal  straightly  admonished  the  said  Masters  of  the  Trinity  House  upon  their  duties, 
that  as  they  were  only  trusted,  and  all  others  excluded,  they  should  be  careful  to  discharge 
that  trust  which  the  State  had  reposed  in  them  ; and  that  in  all  places  needful  they  should 
cause  to  be  speedily  and  timely  set  up  such  lights  and  other  sea  marks  and  signs  as  may 
serve  for  the  safe  direction  of  seafaring-men  upon  any  of  his  Majesty’s  coasts  whatsoever, 
that  the  lives,  ships,  and  goods  of  his  Majesty’s  subjects,  friends,  and  allies  may  not  be  in 
danger  of  perishing  through  their  negligence  or  want  of  care.” 

Very  soon  after  this  Sir  Francis  Bacon  was  made  Lord  Keeper ; and  the  point  of  law 
being  again  referred  to  Sir  Henry  Yelverton,  his  successor,  and  such  other  of  the  King’s 
Council  as  he  should  call  to  his  assistance,  a report  thereon  was  made,  which  settled  the  legal 
doctrine  of  private  patents  in  such  a manner  as  hath  been  admitted  ever  since.  That 
report  is  here  given  at  large  as  follows,  viz. : 

“ By  letter  from  Mr.  Secretary  Lake  to  me,  his  Majesty’s  Attorney- general,  I received 
special  commandment  in  April  last,  that,  calling  some  other  of  his  Majesty’s  learned 
Council,  we  should  consider  of  his  Majesty’s  right  and  power  in  erecting  of  lighthouses,  for 
the  safe  conduction  of  ships  and  mariners  by  sea  in  the  night;  and  whether  the  statute 
8tb  Elizabeth  so  incorporates  the  power  and  settles  the  trust  of  erecting  such  houses  in 
the  Trinity  House,  that  his  Majesty,  by  his  ordinary  power  still  abiding  in  him  (without 
strain  of  prerogative),  may  not  perform  the  same  himself,  or  delegate  the  same  to  some 
other. 

“ My  Lords,  we  know  that  this  question  hath  been  readily  and  exactly  resolved  in  part 
already,  and  returned  to  the  Board  by  the  weighty  opinion  and  judgment  of  the  now  Lord 
Keeper,  his  Majesty’s  then  Attorney ; which  we  humbly  reverence,  and  find  to  be  set 
down  with  much  caution  and  providence. 

“ And  we  having  heard  the  council  of  the  Trinity  House,  and  also  Sir  William  Erskine, 
the  petitioner  to  his  Majesty,  who  endeavoureth  to  have  this  power  granted  to  him  to 
erect  a lighthouse  in  Winterton  Ness,  and  having  conferred  among  ourselves,  we  herein 
certify  our  opinion  to  your  Lordships  : 

“ First.  That  lighthouses  are  signs  and  marks  within  the  meaning  of  the  statute  afore- 
said. 

“ Second.  That  there  is  authority  given  by  the  statute  to  the  Trinity  House  to  erect  such 
lighthouses  if  they  think  fit,  and  a trust  reposed  in  them  to  do  it  if  they  will. 

“ Third.  That  they  of  the  Trinity  House  cannot  transfer  this  authority  to  any  other. 


“ But  we  are  of  opinion,  that  the  aulhority’given  to  the  Trinity  House  by  the  statute  of  the 
8th  of  Elizabeth,  taketh  not  away  the  power  and  fight  which  was  and  still  is  in  the  Crown 
by  the  common  law,  to  erect  such  houses.  For  that  statute  is  made  wholly  in  the  affirma- 
tive, that  they  of  the  Trinity  House  shall  and  may  erect  such  lights  and  marks  at  sea,  but 
excludes  not  his  Maj  esty. 


“ And  we  are  informed  that  since  the  statute,  both  in  the  time  of  his  Majesty  and  of  the 
late  Queen,  there  have  been  some  lighthouses  erected  by  authority  from  the  Crown. 
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“ And,  therefore,  howsoever  the  ordinary  authority  and  trust  for  performance  of  this  ser- 
vice is  committed  to  the  said  Corporation  alone  as  persons  of  skill  and  trust  to  that  pur- 
pose,  yet  if  they  be  not  vigilant  to  perform  it  in  all  places  necessary,  his  Majesty  is  not 
restrained  to  provide  them  according  to  his  regal  power  and  justice,  for  the  safety  of  his 
subjects’  lives,  goods,  and  shipping  in  all  places  needful. 

“ The  point  of  convenience  herein  being  not  referred  unto  us,  but  the  legal  point  only,  we 
humbly  submit  the  one  and  the  other  to  your  Lordships’  great  judgment.” 

This  report  was  dated  the  4th  June  1617. 

4632.  Have  you  taken  any  other  opinion  since  that  period  respecting  the 
legality  of  distributing  light  dues  in  charity  ? — None ; we  thought  that  con- 
clusive. 

4633.  Do  you  consider  it  right  to  tax  the  shipowner  for  the  charity,  when 
there  is  no  mention  in  any  of  the  Acts  of  Parliament  authorizing  you  to  do 
so  ? — We  do  not  tax  the  shipowner  ; the  Corporation  has  no  power  to  tax  the 
shipowner. 

4634.  Do  yon  not,  by  levying  light  dues  payable  by  the  shipowner? — We  levy 
grants  from  the  Crown. 

4635.  Who  pays  these  grants  ? — I suppose  the  consumers  of  the  articles  of 
which  the  vessels’  cargoes  consist. 

4636.  Do  you  consider  that  the  consumers  have  any  right  to  pay  taxes  to  the 
Trinity  Board,  when  there  is  no  Act  of  Parliament  specifically  authorizing  it? — 
Decidedly.  I look  upon  these  patents  of  the  Crown  as  giving  just  as  good  a 
right  to  levy  the  tolls  as  any  Act  of  Parliament. 

4637.  If  so,  will  you  show  under  what  authority  you  have  a right  to  levy  a 
tax  on  the  shipowner  and  give  any  portion  of  it  in  charity,  except  in  the  case 
of  the  Scilly  and  Winterton  Lights? — I have  repeatedly  said  that  all  the  reve- 
nues of  the  Corporation,  from  whatever  source  they  may  arise,  are  applicable 
to  the  purposes  for  which  the  Corporation  had  its  charter. 

4638.  Will  you  go  on  with  your  statement? — In  my  answer  to  question  226, 

I meant  to  say  that  the  tolls  for  lighthouses  granted  to  the  Corporation  by  Royal 
patents  were  as  much  the  property  of  the  Trinity  House  as  those  which  the 
individuals  held  at  the  time  of  the  passing  of  the  Act  6 & 7 Will.  4,  c.  79,  were 
their  property ; and  that  when  the  said  Act  compelled  those  individuals  to  sell, 
and  empowered  the  Trinity  House  to  buy,  the  Corporation,  on  completing  the 
purchases,  became  possessed  of  the  rights,  titles,  and  revenues  which  the  indi- 
viduals had  in  their  lighthouses  respectively ; and  this  without  limitation  or 
reservation,  although  thereafter  subject  to  the  exercise  of  the  limited  power  of 
reduction  and  re-establishment  given  by  the  56th  and  57th  sections  of  the  said 
Act  6 & 7 Will.  4. 

4639.  Do  you  mean  the  Corporation  has  the  same  kind  of  ownership  in  the 
purchased  patents  as  an  individual  who  buys  an  estate  in  fee-simple  has  in  such 
estate  ? — They  have  the  same  right  to  it  as  they  have  to  any  patent  granted ; 
we  have  it  in  perpetuity. 

4640.  Are  you  of  opinion  that  the  Corporation  lias  the  same  kind  of  owner 
ship  in  the  purchased  patents  as  an  individual  who  buys  an  estate  in  fee-simple 
has  in  such  estate  ? — Decidedly,  for  corporate  purposes. 

4641.  Have  you  not  purchased  all  the  patents  referred  to,  under  the  authority 
of  the  6 & 7 Will.  4,  c.  79  ? — We  have. 

4642.  And  do  not  the  powers  conferred  by  that  Act  of  Parliament  alone 
enable  the  Corporation  to  make  such  purchases,  and  to  borrow  money  for  the 
purposes,  upon  the  security  of  the  dues? — It  does. 

4643.  And  you  have  borrowed  a large  amount  on  that  security? — Yes,  we 
have. 

4644.  Are  not  the  parties  who  pay  the  light  tolls  the  virtual  purchasers  of 
the  patents,  you  acting  as  trustees  only? — I do  not  consider  it  in  that  light 
at  all. 

4645.  Has  the  Corporation  been  considered  in  any  light,  under  an  Act  of 
Parliament,  but  as  a trustee  for  the  public  ? — They  certainly  are  not  trustees  for 
the  public  ; they  have  corporate  rights : you  give  the  city  of  London  a toll  upon 
coals  and  on  other  things,  but  not  in  trust  for  the  public. 

4646.  In  trust  for  certain  other  purposes.  Does  the  Act  granting  to  the 
corporation  of  London  the  power  of  levying  a toll,  state  expressly  in  language 
not  to  be  misunderstood,  the  purpose  for  which  that  toll  is  given? — If  they  do, 
this  Act  does  not  state  so. 

4647.  Does 
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4647.  Does  this  Act  of  Parliament  state  in  any  part  of  it  that  you  are  to 
apply  the  surplus  for  charitable  purposes ?— No ; and  therefore  I infer  that  the 
funds  arising  from  it  are  applicable  to  the  purposes  for  which  the  charter  was 
given. 

4648.  The  charter,  you  admit,  gives  you  no  power  to  levy  lio-lit  tolls  ? — 
None. 

4649.  Is  it  not  then  under  the  clause  in  the  charter  which  directs  the  monies 
arising  from  decrees,  orders,  fines,  forfeitures,  or  otherwise,  shall  be  appropriated 
to  charitable  purposes ; is  it  under  that  clause  in  the  original  charter  you 
claim  this  right  of  applying  the  lighthouse  dues?— Decidedly  ; we  claim  the 
right  of  applying  the  lighthouse  dues. 

4650.  Is  it  not  under  that  clause  that  you  have  for  so  many  years  applied  so 
large  an  amount  to  pay  the  charities  of  the  Corporation  ? — It  is  under  the  words 
of  the  charter. 

4651.  Will  you  show  us  in  any  of  your  new  patents  the  power  to  apply  the 
surplus  ? — I contend  that  the  Crown  has  a right  to  grant  the  patent ; and  what- 
ever patent  the  Crown  grants,  we  have  a right  to  collect  the  dues  arising  from 
it ; and  we  have  a right  to  apply  them  to  all  the  purposes  for  which  we  were 
incorporated. 

4652.  Do  you  consider  you  have  the  right  of  applying  the  surplus  light  reve- 
nues, although  there  is  no  mention  of  the  application  in  those  patents? — 
Decidedly. 

4653.  You  contend  also  that  you  have  a right  to  do  it,  although  there  is  no 
mention  in  any  Act  of  Parliament  of  the  application  of  the  surplus  light  reve- 
nues ?— Decidedly ; just  the  same  as  the  individuals  to  whom  the  power  was 
given  by  Parliament  to  erect  lighthouses  applied  the  surplus  revenues  to  their 
own  purposes. 

4654.  As  private  individuals?— Yes. 

4655.  You  consider,  as  a Corporation,  you  have  the  same  rights  which  they 
have? — Yes,  for  corporate  purposes. 

4656.  Will  you  finish  your  statement? — I was  asked,  in  question  243,  to 
explain  my  meaning  of  an  opinion  I had  given,  that  the  reduction  of  light  dues 
would  be  no  relief  to  the  shipowner.  I wish  to  express  my  meaning  more 
clearly:  I have  to  state  that,  in  my  opinion,  while  there  is  competition,  freights 
being  regulated  by  expenses,  an  equal  reduction  of  any  charge,  universally 
applied,  would  afford  no  relief  or  advantage  to  the  shipowner.  If  a steam- 
vessel’s  engines  and  coals  were  paid  for  out  of  the  Consolidated  Fund,  the  owners 
of  those  vessels,  as  long  as  competition  existed,  would  be  obliged  to  reduce  their  ' 
freight  commensurately  with  the  reduction  of  expense.  The  public  who  had 
goods  to  be  carried  would  be  benefited,  so  would  passengers,  but  the  shipowner 
would  not  be  benefited.  It  cannot  he  contended  that  the  duty  being  taken  off 
sugar,  or  any  other  article,  the  wholesale  dealer  or  retail  shopkeeper  is  benefited ; 
compelled  by  competition,  they  must  reduce  their  price  for  the  sugar ; and  so 
compelled  by  the  same  commanding  influence,  the  shipowner  must  reduce  his 
charge  for  freight.  I think  I may  infer,  from  the  31st  and  41st  sections  of  the 
Act  6 & 7 Will.  4,  c.  79,  that  the  Legislature  took  the  same  view  of  the  subject 
as  I do,  by  making  it  one  of  the  conditions  with  the  Trinity  House,  that  for  all 
fights  in  their  possession,  and  those  which  they  might  purchase,  the  Cor- 
poration should  relinquish  the  claim  on  the  consolidated  customs  under  the 
■Reciprocity  Acts;  and  that  similar  payments  to  the  Commissioners  of  Northern 
Lighthouses,  and  the  Corporation  for  preserving  the.  Port  of  Dublin,  should 
cease.  The  amount  of  those  claims,  for  the  year  preceding  that  in  which 
they  respectively  ended,  was  16,433/.  10  5.  5 r/.,  which  sum,  thus  made  avail- 
able to  the  relief  of  the  Consolidated  Fund,  would  otherwise  have  been 
applicable  to  the  reduction  of  lighthouse  dues,  as  far  as  the  Scotch  and 
Irish  lights  were  concerned ; those  of  the  Corporation  to  the  ends  for  which 
it  was  instituted,  as  described  in  the  charier.  Such  was  the  actual  and  imme- 
diate relief  to  the  national  funds;  but  in  addition  thereto,  the  Legislature  pro- 
ceeded to  avail  itself  of  the  opportunity  of  obtaining  farther,  though  prospective 
advantage,  from  the  same  source,  by  enacting,  secs.  32  and  41,  “ that  if  any  of 
the  said  reciprocity  treaties  or  conventions  should  thereafter  be  determined  or 
revoked,  the  extra  tolls  should  be  again  levied  and  thenceforward  paid  to  the 
Consolidated  Fund.”  At,  the  same  time  I am  ready  to  admit  that  there  may  be 
cases  in  which  reduction  may  properly  and  advantageously  be  made.  But  it 
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must  not  be  forgotten  that  in  those  trades  with  the  United  Kingdom  in  which 
the  British  shipowner  has  to  contend  with  foreign  vessels,  the  relative  advantage 
would  be  disproportionate,  inasmuch  as,  apart  from  the  consideration  already 
mentioned,  if  the  foreigner  can  now  sail  at  one  half,  or  two  thirds,  or  any  other 
given  proportion  of  the  expense  a British  shipowner  can,  he  (the  foreigner) 
would  be  more  benefited.  Thus,  supposing  the  foreigner’s  expenses  to  be  50/., 
and  he  is  relieved  of  5/.,  it  is  one  tenth;  the  British  shipowner’s  being  100/., 
and  relieved  to  the  same  amount  only  in  all  the  numerous  cases  in  which  the 
reciprocity  treaties  apply ; — hence  the  relief  to  the  British  shipowner  is  in  this 
case  one  twentieth,  and  to  the  foreigner  one  tenth. 

4657.  Have  you  any  other  observations  to  make  ? — 1 have  one  farther  upon 
the  steam-vessels.  I have  had  the  subject  of  steam-vessels  much  under  conside- 
ration, but  am  decidedly  of  opinion  that  no  exclusive  case  for  reduction  of  tolls 
has  been  made  out  by  the  owners  of  that  description  of  vessels,  and  that  they 
are  not  entitled  to  any  exemption  or  modification  that  sailing  vessels  should  not 
equally  enjoy.  Whilst  on  the  subject  of  reduction,  I beg  to  state  my  opinion 
that  the  parties  have  no  claim  to  it  except  under  special  circumstances ; for  the 
only  plea  on  which  their  claim  is  founded  is,  that  the  tolls  are  excessive.  But. 
this  plea  is  not  tenable  ; for  whenever  a lighthouse  has  been  about  to  be  erected 
by  the  Trinity  House,  the  measure  has  resulted  either  from  a petition  from 
a trade  of  the  district,  or  from  the  Corporation  having  stated  their  opinion 
that  a light  would  be  advantageous  in  any  particular  situation.  In  the 
former  case  the  Corporation  approve  the  petition,  and  the  shipowners  and 
other  parties  concur  as  to  the  toll  they  are  willing  to  pay  ; in  the  latter  the 
opinions  of  the  owners,  of  vessels  at  the  different  ports  are  publicly  ascer- 
tained. On  their  concurrence  in  the  views  of  the  Trinity  House,  the  toll 
is  agreed  on  or  assented  to  before  any  steps  are  taken  either  for  obtaining 
the  Royal  authority  for  collecting  the  same,  or  for  the  erection  of  the  lighthouse. 
Thus  the  payers  are  always  parties,  not  only  to  the  measure  itself,  but  also  to  the 
toll  to  be  paid  ; and  they  know  that  any  surplus  is  applicable  either  to  anything 
which,  in  the  judgment  of  the  Corporation,  -would  tend  to  the  increase  of  navi- 
gation, or  to  the  relief  of  poor  mariners,  their  widows  and  orphans ; themselves 
in  too  many  instances,  hut  always  their  servants,  in  the  capacity  of  master  or 
seaman  in  their  vessels  ; they  therefore  would  not  object,  nor  ever  have  objected, 
to  pa}*-  a little  more.  Complaints  of  the  charges  of  light  dues  have  been  con- 
fined to  a very  few  individuals,  though  they  have  been  made  by  persons  acting 
on  behalf  of  joint-stock  companies,  who  in  truth  have  none  but  a common 
interest  in  the  matter,  or  a desire  to  manifest  a commendable  zeal  in  conducting 
the  affairs  of  the  body  with  which  they  may  have  been  entrusted. 

4658.  Are  we  to  understand  that  in  claiming  the  right  to  apply  the  surplus 
of  lighthouse  revenues  to  charity,  you  do  so  by  mixing  the  whole  revenues 
together  with  the  general  revenues  of  the  Corporation? — Certainly. 

4659.  The  original  charter  does  not  mention  the  light  dues  ; but  as  they 
become  part  of  the  revenue,  do  you  consider  you  have  a right  to  apply  the 
surplus  of  the  whole? — I do. 

4660.  Have  you  not,  as  stated  by  you,  a debt  of  upwards  of  900,000/.  now 
clue  on  the  general  purchases  of  the  Trinity  House? — Yes. 

4661 . Should  not  the  money  you  can  raise  be  applied  towards  paying  off  that 
debt;  and  if  so,  when  would  there  be  any  surplus  to  apply  to  the  charity.-'— 
The  debt  was  incurred  by  the  purchase  of  certain  lights  under  an  Act  of  Parlia- 
ment ; the  surplus  of  the  lights  so  purchased,  I consider,  should  be  applied  to 
the  payment  of  the  debt. 

4662.  Separately? — Separately,  and  so  the  accounts  are  rendered  to  Parlia- 
ment. Some  of  the  lights,  as  I have  stated,  such  as  Tynemouth,  the  Skerries,  and 
the  Spurn,  will  not  pay  the  interest  of  the  money,  at  3 £ per  cent.,  which  lias 
been  borrowed  for  the  purchase  of  them,  by  the  last  return,  by  4,000/. 

46C3.  Before  these  purchases  were  made,  you  had  a surplus  from  light  due3 
which  enabled  you  to  pay  30,000/.  and  upwards  in  charitable  purposes?  — 
Just  so. 

4664.  You  did  so  from  the  common  fund? — Yes. 

4665.  When  you  have  made  those  purchases  under  the  Act  of  0 & 7 Will.  4, 
c.  79,  why  do  you  not  make  a common  fund  ; why  do  you  not  add  those  pur' 
chases  now,  and  make  that  common  fund,  as  you  did  before? — We  thought  the 

Legislature 
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Legislature  rather  wished  we  should  keep  a separate  account,  and  we  have  always 
returned  a separate  account  of  them. 

46 66.  Is  there  any  mention  in  the  Act  of  Parliament  of  that  separate  account 
being  kept;  and  if  you  joined  the  lighthouse  dues  formerly  with  the  general 
revenue,  why  do  you  not  join  the  lighthouse  dues  now  with  the  general  fund  ? 
—We  have  not  increased  our  charitable  fund ; we  have  no  objection  to  make 
it  one  general  fund,  but  we  do  not  think  it  right  to  rob  the  poor  seamen  of  that 
■which  they  have  had  for  so  many  years,  to  pay  a debt  incurred  by  new  purchases. 

4667.  You  were  asked  before,  in  question  246,  whether  you  contemplated 
any  reduction  being  made  to  the  present  rate  of  charges;  your  answer  was, 
“ Not  until  the  debt  is  paid  off.”  I wish  to  ask  you  whether  the  Elder  Brethren 
of  the  Board  continue  of  that  opinion  now,  or  whether  there  is  any  difference 
with  regard  to  the  pensions  ?— I think  distinctly,  that,  in  consequence  of  the 
purchasing  of  lights  and  making  but  an  indifferent  bargain  for  them,  the 
amount  which  has  been  annually  applied  to  pensions  should  not  be  reduced,  for 
the  purpose  of  paying  the  money  borrowed  for  the  purchase  of  those  lights. 

4668.  My  question  is  this;  although  you  have  a debt  exceeding  900,000 1.  at 
present  on  the  lighthouses  generally,  are  the  Committee  to  understand  you  have 
determined  to  continue  to  grant  the  pensions  as  usual  ? — We  do  not  contemplate 
any  reduction  of  the  pensions  ; I think  it  would  be  robbing  the  poor  seamen. 

4669.  Have  you  granted  any  fresh  pensions? — No,  only  filling  up  the  vacan- 
cies as  they  occur. 

4670.  So  as  to  make  the  amount  nearly  the  same? — Yes,  there  being  at  this 
present  moment  6,000  applications  which  it  is  impossible  to  relieve. 

4671.  Do  you  consider  that  you  will  be  able  to  make  any  reduction  in  the 
light  dues  generally  until  the  debt  is  paid  off? — It  is  a very  wide  question,  that 
about  the  light  dues  generally. 

4672.  Then  to  make  any  reduction  in  the  light  dues ; do  you  contemplate  at 
present  any  reduction  in  the  rate  of  light  dues?— There  may  be  circumstances 
arise  (I  do  not  know  whether  I am  at  liberty  to  allude  to  the  evidence  about  the 
coasters,  which  are  very  much  pressed  by  the  new  railroads),  there  may  be 
reasons  why  we  should  reduce  them  in  preference  to  others.  The  coasters  them- 
selves complain  it  is  not  only  the  railroads  which  injure  them,  but  the  steam- 
vessels,  whose  owners  are  most  urgent  for  a reduction  of  their  dues. 

4.673.  Do  you  allude  to  the  evidence  that  has  been  given  before  this  Com- 
mittee, of  the  state  of  distress  in  which  the  coasting- trade  generally  is,  from  the 
heavy  charges  which  the  lights  bear  upon  them  ? — Yes  ; it  is  asserted  the  light 
dues  bear  heavy  upon  them.  I doubt  whether  any  relief  from  the  light  dues 
would  be  a relief  as  long  as  competition  with  each  other,  with  the  steam- vessels 
by  sea,  and  with  railroads  on  shore,  is  acting  against  the  original  coasters. 

4674.  You  began  by  saying,  there  might  be  circumstances ; has  that  been 
matter  of  consideration  by  the  Board  ? — It  has  not  yet  come  under  the  consider- 
ation of  the  Board,  inasmuch  as  you  gave  notice  there  would  be  a Committee 
on  Lighthouses  last  year,  and  we  waited  for  the  result. 

4675.  Is  there  any  difference  in  the  list  of  tolls  between  the  amount  paid 
by  oversea  traders  and  coasters ; and  if  so,  state  what  they  are  ? — This  is  a list  of 
the  difference  paid  by  certain  sea  traders  and  coasters. 

4676.  Give  it  in. 


[The  following  Paper  was  put  in,  and  read:] 

A LIST  of  Lights,  &c.  on  account  of  which  a Difference  between  the  Rates  payable  by 
Oversea  and  by  Coasting  Vessels,  is  levied  by  the  Corporation  of  Trinity  House,  London. 


lights,  &c. 

OVERSEA  RATE. 

COAST  RATE. 

Coquet 

- Id.  per  ton  to  or  from  Wark- 

- \ d.  per  ton  to  or  from  Wark- 

Spurn,  Floating  - - ! 

worth  only. 

- \ d.  per  ton  to  or  from  ports  in 

worth ; \ d.  per  ton  to  or  from 
other  ports. 

4 d.  per  ton. 

Leman  - 

the  Humber  only. 
J d.  per  ton  - 

not  chargeable. 

Sunk  _ 

- ditto  - 

- \d.  per  ton,  except  for  colliers, 

0.36. 

P P 

which  are  charged  \ d.  per  ton. 

( continued } 

Sir  J.  H.  Pelh t, 
Bart. 


30  June  1845. 
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Sir  J.  li.  Petty, 
Bart. 


30  June  1845. 


Printed  image  digitised 


lights,  &c. 


OVERSEA  RATE. 


COAST  RATE. 


South  Sand  Head 

Beachy  Head  - 

Owers 

Needles 

Portland  - 

Caskets 

Start 

Eddy  static 
Lizard 
Scilly 
Nash 

Flatholm  ~ - . 


* d.  per  ton  - - - - 

- 1 s.  per  vessel,  except  for  co], 
liers,  which  are  charged  \ d.  per 
ton.  ' v 

\ d.  per  ton  - 

J d.  per  ton. 

- ditto  - 

1 s.  per  vessel. 

l d.  per  ton  - 

- ditto. 

- ditto  - 

- ditto. 

- ditto  - 

- ditto. 

- ditto  - 

(Id.  per  vessel. 

l d.  per  ton  - 

1 s.  per  vessel. 

id.  ditto  - 

2s.  ditto. 

id.  ditto  - - - - 

2s.  ditto. 

\d.  ditto  - 

Is.  ditto. 

\d.  ditto  - - - - 

;]:d.  per  ton. 

|d.  ditto  - 

- 1 d.  per  ton,  except  for  coasters 
between  Land’s-End  and  St.  Da- 

Smalls 
Milford  - 
South  Bishop 
Bardsey  - 
Skerries 


1 d.  per  ton  - 
J d.  ditto 
Not  chargeable 
\ d.  per  ton,  out  s 
1 d.  per  ton  - 


vid’s  Head,  which  (market  boats 
and  fishing  vessels  exempt)  pay 
Is.  per  vessel, 
i d.  per  ton. 

Is.  per  vessel. 

’ d.  per  ton. 

I d.  ditto. 

- 1 d.  per  ton,  except  for  vessels 
coal  laden  from  ports  No.  of 
Liverpool  to  Ireland,  which  pay 
only  one  voyage  per  annum  to 
Ireland,  and  one  from  Ireland. 


1 d.  per  ton  - 
1 .s.  per  vessel 
1 d.  per  ton  - 


Heligoland 
Gibraltar  - 
Trinity  duties  entering 
the  port  of  London. 

Entering  other  ports  at  I \d.  ditto 
which  due. 

Colliers,  coastways 
Calshot  Spit 
Exeter  Buoys  - 


St.  Anthony’s  Point 


i Side  ford  Bar 
Caldy 


Burnham,  entering 
Bridgewater  River. 
From  or  to  Bristol 


Aberdovey  huoys 
Air  - 


£ d.  per  ton  - 
1 <•?.  per  ton,  per  voyage  - 


not  chargeable. 
- ditto. 

J d.  per  ton. 


;'f  d.  ditto. 


--id.  per  ton,  except  when 
coming  into  the  port  for  other! 
purposes  than  trading,  when 
they  pay  \d.  per  ton. 

’ 1 d.  per  ton  - 


1 d.  ditto 


5 s.  per  vessel 

3 s.  per  vessel,  under  100  tons 


5 s.  per  vessel,  100  and  under 
250  tons. 

7s.  G d.  per  vessel,  250  tons 
and  u]> wards. 

1 d.  per  ton  - 
‘id.  per  ton  - 


\d.  ditto. 

\d.  ditto. 

- I d.  per  ton,  per  voyage,  except 
stone  boats,  which  pay  5 s.  per 
annum. 

;j.d.  per  ton. 


--  1 i d.  per  ton,  except  lime- 
stone vessels,  which  pay  l *•  per 
vessel. 

--id.  per  ton,  except  limestone 
vessels,  which  pay  20  s.,  I5s> 
or  10s.  per  annum  each, as  com- 
mutation, according  to  circum- 
stances, and  if  not  so  commuting, 
1 s.  per  vessel,  per  voyage. 

3s.  per  vessel. 


--Is.  per  vessel  to  or  from  Ire- 
land. 

(Id.  per  vessel,  other  vessels. 


id.  per  ton.  , , 

--2d.  per  ton,  except  open  boa 
or  sloops  under  40  tons,  laden 
only  with  limestone,  p«>B* 
stones  for  pavements,  dung 
manure,  which  are  exempt- 


Trinity  House,  Loud  on, 1 
27  June  1845.  J 


(signed) 


J.  Herbert , Secretary- 

4677- 
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4677.  How  long  have  the  differences  existed  r— From  the  original  patents.  sir  7 H Pdly 

4678.  What  amount  is  payable  on  the  coal  trade  coming  from  the  rivers  ' Ban.  ” 

Tyne  and  Wear  to  the  London  market? — Front  London  to  Newcastle  is  4 grf.  

per  ton,  and  Is.  for  the  vessel.  30  June  1845. 

4679.  Have  you  any  further  observations  to  make  on  the  subject  of  your  evi- 
dence ?— None  as  respects  my  own  ; but  I would  beg  leave  to  remark  that,  in 
reading  the  evidence  over,  I observed  there  was  a great  deal  I could  very 
satisfactorily  contradict  as  to  some  parts,  and  explain  as  to  others. 

4680.  Mr.  Ross.]  I wish  to  know  to  what  extent  the  Trinity  House  have 
applied  the  screw'  pile  in  the  erection  of  lighthouses  on  sands? — Only  to  the 
Maplin  Sand  Light,  as  far  as  a lighthouse  is  concerned ; but  we  are  erecting  a 
beacon  upon  the  Tongue  Sand  ; the  piles  for  the  latter  are  just  screwed  in,  mid 
the  other  work  is  going  on. 

4681.  Do  you  consider  the  foundation  has  now'  been  sufficiently  tested  by 
experience? — I think  not  yet. 

4682.  You  have  not  come  to  any  resolution  probably  as  to  the  further  extent 
to  which  you  would  employ  that?— We  have  not;  but  there  is  another  method 
which  we  are  trying  at  the  same  time,  Dr.  Potts’s. 

4683.  Is  that  a modification  of  the  screw  ? — No  ; his  is  a cylinder,  and  by 
extracting  the  air  by  an  air  pump,  the  atmospheric  pressure  drives  the  pile 
down  into  the  sands.  We  have  done  it  to  the  extent  of  20  feet  at  the  Black- 
wall  wharf,  but  the  ground  there  is  very  unfit  for  the  purpose ; it  should  be 
done  where  there  is  sand,  or  sand  mixed  with  shingle;  to  try  the  effect  we  put 
sand  and  shingle  in,  and  extracted  it  from  the  cylinder  by  Dr.  Potts’  process. 

4684.  Supposing  either  of  these  to  succeed,  would  you  not  consider  the  fixed 
lighthouse  very  preferable  to  the  floating  light,  wherever  it  could  be  substituted 
for  it  ?— Decidedly  in  many  cases,  because  a fixed  light  is  not  liable  to  the 
casualties  which  a floating  light  is,  and,  generally  speaking,  upon  an  average 
it  could  be  maintained  at  about  half  of  the  expense. 

4685.  Admiral  Dundas.]  Have  you  seen  or  heard  any  report  made  to  you  of 
the  column  that  Mr.  Bush  has  erected  on  the  Goodwin  Sands? — I was  alongside 
of  it  last  Monday. 

4686.  What  is  your  opinion  of  it? — It  is  quite  ridiculous;  w'hereitis  placed 
it  is  in  a most  dangerous  situation,  and  ships  approaching  to  it  must  be  wrecked. 

4687.  Chairman.]  Have  you  issued  an  order  forbidding  him  to  persevere 
in  the  erection  of  the  lighthouse  ?— -We  have  forbidden  him  to  exhibit  a light 
there. 

4688.  Is  that  with  a view  of  preventing  it  misleading  the  ships  ? — Yes  ; the 
beacon  itself  may  be  considered  as  a wreck  upon  the  sand. 

4689.  Mr.  Duncan.']  You  are  now  erecting  a light  near  Trevose  Head  ; a re- 
presentation has  been  made  that  the  intended  lighthouse  is  not  placed  as  it  ought 
to  be,  at  the  extremity  of  the  shoal  of  the  reach ; have  you  had  any  complaint  of 
that  kind  made  to  the  Trinity  House? — None. 

469°-  No  letters  have  been  sent  to  you  from  that  county  ? — No. 

4691.  Do  you  generally  send  to  the  Hydrographer  of  the  Admiralty  when  you 
are  putting  a new'  light  up  ? — No,  not  till  it  is  complete. 

4692*  Is  it  not  usual  to  do  so  ? — We  always  inform  the  Admiralty  when  we 
have  erected  a lighthouse  or  other  beacon. 

, 4693.  There  has  been  a difference  of  opinion  with  respect  to  the  placing  the 
%ht;  the  people  there  consider  you  have  placed  the  light  too  much  in  the  inte- 
rior ? — It  is  upon  the  extreme  of  the  Head.  There  are  rocks  witnout  it,  but  the 
offset  from  the  rock  would  be  so  great,  you  might  as  well  run  aboard  of  a seventy- 
four  as  run  against  it.  I do  not  think  a vessel  could  touch  it  if  she  would,  the  recoil 
from  the  rock  would  be  so  great.  When  the  subject  was  under  the  consideration 
of  the  Trinity  House,  this  is  an  extract  from  the  minute  of  the  Court  of  the 
4th  of  June  1844:  “The  Court  took  into  special  consideration  the  resolution 
of  the  Board  of  the  24th  ultimo,  in  respect  of  the  site  of  the  intended  light  at  or 
m the  vicinity  of  Trevose  Head;  and  the  same  having  been  attentively  con- 
sidered accordingly,  it  was,  on  the  question  being  put,  resolved,  that  although 
the  westernmost  of  the  rocks  called  the  Quays  presents  the  most  outlaying  posi- 
tion on  which  the  lighthouse  might  be  placed,  yet  that  every  practical  advantage 
^d  security  to  navigation  will  be  afforded  by  its  erection  on  the  site  pointed  out 
ln  the  report  of  the  inspecting  committee,  read  at  the  last  monthly  Court, 

0.36.  p p 2 therein 
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Sir  J II.  Fellj,  therein  numbered  two,  and  described  as  £ the  extreme  point  of  Trevose  Head; 

' ' ’ without  incurring  the  large  outlay  in  construction,  and  subsequent  heavy  charges 

30  June  1845.  for  maintenance,  which  would  necessarily  attend  its  erection  upon  the  said  rock 
Bart.  called  the  Quay.  The  Court,  therefore,  adopts  the  said  position,  viz.  ‘ the 
extreme  point  of  Trevose  Head  ; * and  it  was  referred  to  the  deputy-master  to 
appoint  a committee  to  visit  that  point,  for  the  purpose  of  selecting  the  exact 
spot  on  which  the  lighthouse  may  be  preferably  built ; and  it  was  referred  to 
the  deputy-master  and  wardens  to  consider  and  report  their  opinion  in  respect 
of  the  character  of  this  light,  and  of  the  height  at  which  it  should  burn.” 

4694.  There  was  a report  stating  that  it  had  been  to  the  extreme  of  the 
rock  at  one  time  ; the  most  expensive  report  was,  that  it  should  be  at  the  extreme 
eTU\  ?— There  were  four  sites  suggested,  and  that  above  mentioned  was  chosen. 
The  erection  of  a light  upon  a rock  is  not  only  very  expensive,  but  the  main- 
tenance of  it  is  likewise  much  more  expensive  than  on  the  shore,  and  the  people 
could  not  have  their  wives  and  families,  nor  have  the  same  comforts.  The 
lio-ht  ought  to  be  shown  as  far  as  possible  ; and  unless  the  lighthouse  on  the  rock 
were  nearly  as  high  as  the  one  on  the  shore,  you  could  not  get  the  same 
advantage. 

4695.  I understand  the  extreme  of  the  rock  to  be  two-thirds  or  a mile  from 
the  place  where  the  lighthouse  is  about  to  be  erected  ?— Not  quite  so  much. 

4696.  The  prevailing  gales  there  are  south-west,  with  thick  weather,  and  a 
ship  may  very  often  be  in  great  danger  in  that  short  distance,  and  therefore  the 
people  there  wish  the  lighthouse  to  be  at  the  extreme  end?— I never  heard 

° 4697.  That  is  the  cause  of  a lighthouse  being  erected  there  ?— The  grounds 
on  which  the  site  selected  has  been  preferred  are  stated  in  the  minute  of  the 

^4698.  The  principal  objection  to  the  light  there  is,  that  the  people  will  not 
have  their  wives  and  families? — No,  not  so;  it  would  be  double  the  expense. 
It  would  not  be  visible  so  far,  unless  the  lighthouse  was  erected  very  high  indeed  ; 

I do  not  exactly  know  how  many  feet.  You  have  the  advantage  of  the  land  to 
erect  it  on,  in  the  one  instance;  and  by  erecting  it  the  other  way,  the  expense 
would  be  very  considerable. 

4699.  A report  was  made  in  its  first  institution  to  your  Board,  that  the  light 
should  be  put  upon  the  extreme  end  of  the  ledge,  was  it  not? — No  ; no  report 
of  that  kind  was  made. 

4700.  How  came  the  estimate  to  be  so  large  for  that  ; there  must  have  been 

an  estimate  for  that,  because  you  say  it  was  double  what  the  other  was  1 — Every- 
body knows  that  a lighthouse  built  upon  a rock  would  cost  a good  deal  more 
money  than  a lighthouse  built  upon  the  land.  _ _ 

4701.  Then  an  estimate  was  made  ? — No  ; the  thing  was  so  palpable  in  ltselt 
it  did  not  require  an  estimate. 

4702.  You  stated  that  a committee  was  appointed  to  visit  Trevose  Head,  ana 
to  report  the  most  advantageous  position  for  the  light  ?— After,  it  had  been 
decided  that  the  lighthouse  should  be  built  on  the  Head,  a committee  was  sent 
to  determine  the  precise  spot. 

4703.  A committee  was  appointed  for  the  specific  purpose  of  fixing  upon  a 
point? — Yes,  upon  a spot. 

4704.  Did  they  report  upon  what  spot  the  light  should  be  placed  .—■We 
had  decided  it  should  not  be  built  upon  the  rock : the  committee  were  then 
appointed  merely  to  fix  the  spot  upon  the  land. 

4705.  Did  they  report  upon  that  to  the  Board? — Yes,  they  chalked  out  the 

spot.  _ . . 

470G.  Have  you  had  any  complaints  about  the  position  of  this  light  since  1 
was  erected  ? — It  is  not  yet  erected,  and  we  have  had  no  complaints. 


Jacob  Herbert, 


Jacob  Herbert , Esq.  called  in  ; and  further  Examined. 

4707.  Chairman .]  HAVE  you  any  observations  to  make  in  continuation  of  the 
evidence  which  you  before  gave  ? — Not  at  this  moment,  as  regards  my  own; 
believe  that  in  the  course  of  the  evidence  which  the  Committee  have  heard,  a 3 _ 
ment  has  been  made  upon  the  subject  of  the  lightning  conductors  at  the  1# 
houses  of  the  Corporation.  I wish  to  make  some  observations  upon  questions  ^ 
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to  4398,  respecting  that.  My  object  is  merely  to  state  to  the  Committee  that 
the  subject  has  attracted  tlie  special  attention  of  the  Corporation  : and  I should 
beg  leave  to  lay  before  the  Committee  a copy  of  a short  correspondence  there- 
upon including  a report  made  by  Mr.  Faraday  and  Mr.  Walker ; the  order 
o-iven  by  the  Corporation,  consequent  upon  that ; and  a report  from  Mr.  Walker 
of  the  extent  to  which  the  order  has  been  carried  out,  in  the  application  of  the 
conductors  according  to  the  principles  recommended  by  Mr.  Faraday,  and  con- 
curred in  by  himself ; and  the  arrangements  that  have  been  made  for  fixing 
conductors  of  that  description  at  all  the  establishments. 

4708.  By  this  correspondence,  then,  it  appears  that  Dr.  Faraday  has  been 
consulted  with  respect  to  them,  and  that  directions  have  been  given,  and  they 
are  now  in  the  course  of  erection  at  the  several  places  ? — That  is  so.  I would 
observe  with  respect  to  the  remarks  which  are  made  upon  the  glass  fixed  upon 
the  summit  of  the  lanterns,  called  repellers,  that  I have  reason  to  believe  that 
they  were  originally  fixed  in  cases  where  a conductor  having  an  upright  point  of 
considerable  length  had  been  fixed ; and  that  the  glass  repellers  were  placed  upon 
the  point  or  surpmit  of  the  centre  of  the  lantern,  in  order  that  there  should  be 
no  point  of  attraction  but  that  which  the  point  of  the  conductor  presented.  The 
-object  being,  that  there  should  not  be  two  points  of  attraction. 

[ The  Correspondence  and  Report  were  put  in,  for  tuhich  see  Appendix, 

No.  7 (N).] 

4709.  It  has  been  given  in  evidence  before  this  Committee,  that  for  several 
years  rape-oil  has  been  used  in  lighthouses  in  France  and  some  of  the  colonies, 
whilst  it  has  only  been  tried  at  the  Nore  and  one  or  two  other  places  by  the 
Trinity  House ; will  you  explain  the  reason  why  a more  general  application  has 
not  been  made  of  it  ? — I very  much  fear,  from  some  circumstances  which  I am  quite 
unable  to  explain,  that  a very  erroneous  impression  has  been  produced  upon  the 
minds  of  the  Committee  by  the  evidence  which  has  been  given  upon  that  sub- 
ject. I cannot  but  think  that  some  confusion  has  arisen  in  the  mind  of  the 
witness  who  did  give  that  evidence,  Mr.  Wilkins,  in  not  separating  the 
question  of  his  lamp  from  that  of  the  rape-oil.  He  states,  at  least  it  appears 
to  me  the  evidence  will  not  bear  any  other  construction,  that  he  made 
the  lamp  for  the  purpose  of  burning  rape-oil;  but  I have  reason  to  believe 
he  made  that  lamp  for  the  purpose  of  burning  pale  southern  oil,  which  is  an 
animal  oil.  He  states  that  the  Trinity  House  has  been  cognizant  that  they 
have  been  burning  refined  rape-oil  at  the  Nore  Light : it  is  quite  true  that  his 
lamp  has  been  in  use  at  the  Nore  Light,  and  it  may  also  be  quite  true  that  the 
Trinity  House  has  been  burning  the  refined  rape-oil  there,  but  the  Trinity 
House  has  not  been  cognizant  of  it.  Their  orders  have  always  been  for  pale 
southern  oil  to  Mr.  Wilkins  ; and  in  his  account  up  to  31st  December  last,  both 
for  the  Nore  Light  and  the  steam  ballast-dredgers,  his  charge  is  made  for  pale 
southern  oil.  I am  not  aware  that  the  subject  of  this  refined  rape-oil  was 
brought  under  the  notice  of  the  Trinity  House  until  the  month  of  February  in 
the  present  year,  by  a letter  (a  copy  of  which  I have  here)  from  the  manufacturers 
of  the  oil.  I have  no  recollection  of  its  having  been  brought  under  the  notice 
of  the  Board  sooner.  The  first  information  by  letter  was  from  Messrs.  Briggs 
and  Garford,  dated  10th  February  1845  ; upon  receipt  of  which,  the  Board 
referred  it  to  the  committee  for  lights  to  make  trials  of  that  oil,  and  those  trials 
have  been  proceeding  from  that  time,  and  are  still  being  made.  As  far  as  my 
own  observation  enables  me  to  judge,  I have  the  very  best  expectation  of  the 
result,  I think  that  that  oil  will  be  introduced  into  the  lighthouses  of  the 
Trinity  House  very  soon. 

4710.  Is  that  the  rape-oil  to  which  allusion  has  been  made? — I believe  it  to 
be  the  same. 

47  ' '■  At  what  price  can  it  be  furnished  to  you  ? — The  manufacturer  stated 
he  did  not  think  he  should  be  able  to  supply  it  under  4s.  a gallon. 

471*2.  What  is  the  kind  of  oil,  the  pale  oil,  which  you  suppose  to  have 
been  supplied  for  the  Nore  lights  ? — It  is  an  animal  oil  from  the  feouth  Seas, 
differing  from  sperm  oil  very  materially,  and  of  a very  inferior  quality,  as 
I believe. 

47' 3-  What  price  has  it  been  supplied  at? — It  has  been  charged  at  35.  6 d. 
•and  35.  8 d.  a gallon. 

0.36.  P p 3 47'4-  % 
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4714.  By  whom?— By  Mr.  Wilkins. 

4715.  H°w  long  lias  it  been  in  use  at  the  Nore? — I think  since  1842  or 


471G.  Have  you  had  any  report  of  its  efficiency  as  a light  ?— Yes,  it  lias  beet 
well  spoken  of. 

4717.  Are  tlie  Committee  to  understand  that  the  trials  now  going  on  with 
rape-seed  oil  lead  you  to  believe  that  it  would  be  applied  more  generally  in  the 
department  ? — I think  so ; one  great  object  we  have  had  in  view  has  been  to 
endeavour  to  apply  it  without  alteration  to  the  lamps  which  are  at  present  in 


the  lighthouses. 

4718.  In  what  instances  have  you  hitherto  tried  it . In  lamps  or  different 

constructions  at  the  Trinity  House ; and  by  supplying  the  manufacturer  with 
one  of  our  lamps,  in  order  that  he  might  himself  endeavour  to  make  it 
applicable  to  the  lamps  which  are  at  present,  in  the  lighthouses,  without 
alteration.  . 

4719.  Do  you  mean  to  apply  it  without  altering  the  present  burners?— As 
far  as  we  can  judge  at  the  present  moment,  I am  disposed  to  fear  we  shall  not 
be  able  to  do  so. 

4720.  Are  you  aware  that  in  France  the  rape-seed  oil  has  been  used  for  many 
years  in  the  lights? — Yes. 

4721.  Have  you  had  any  report  from  that  quarter  as  to  its  efficiency  ?- 
I have  always  understood  it  is  efficient ; hut,  upon  an  application  some  years 
since  from  Mr.  Lorentz  Fresnell,  the  chief  engineer  to  the  Lighthouse  Board  in 
France,  I supplied  him  with  a small  quantity  of  our  sperm  oil ; and  he  subse- 
quently informed  me  that  upon  trial  of  the  oil,  he  found  it  superior  to  rape, 
and  superior  to  any  sperm  oil  lie  had  ever  met  with. 

4722.  Are  you  aware  that  at  this  time  tlie  whole  of  the  lights  in  France  are 
supplied  with  rape  oil  by  contract? — I believe  that  to  be  tlie  case. 

4723.  Have  you  heard  any  complaints  against  the  brilliancy  of  the  lighthouses 
in  France,  as  compared  with  your  own  ? — None. 

4724.  Have  you  any  other  observation  which  you  wish  to  make?— 1 observe 
that  in  Mr.  Alexander  Gordon’s  evidence  he  states,  in  answer  to  the  question 
4346,  that  in  the  year  1832  or  1833  he  was  the  means  of  introducing  the  lenti- 
culated  system  of  Fresnell.  What  Mr.  Gordon  says  in  respect  of  Maritz’ 
apparatus  is  perfectly  correct, ; and  l merely  notice  the  subject  for  the  purpose 
of  stating  that  the  attention  of  the  Trinity  House  had  been  called  to  the  subject 
of  lenticulated  apparatus  for  lighthouse  purposes  long  prior  to  that  time.  Expe- 
riments were  made,  at  which  the  Board  was  present  in  1827,  upon  a lens  manu- 
factured by  Gilbert,  at  the  instance  of  Sir  David  Brewster  ; and  the  first  lens 
which  the  Corporation  procured  from  France  was  in  the  year  1828,  being  four 
or  five  years  prior  to  tlie  period  which  Mr.  Gordon  adverts  to. 

4725.  Had  you  actually  established  any  lenses  before  1833,  the  period  alluded 
to  by  Mr.  Gordon? — No';  the  first  apparatus  put  up  by  the  Trinity  House  was 


in  1836.  . 

4726.  When  Mr.  Gordon  and  Mr.  Maritz  attended  to  exhibit  their  lenses,  at 

that,  time  you  had  not  established  any,  but.  the  subject  had  been  before  you  for 
years? — Just  so.  _ 

4727.  Did  you  ultimately  adopt  that,  or  any  improved  system  of  lenses.'1— 
We  have  not  adopted  Maritz’  small  apparatus  in  any  instance. 

472S.  Whose  have  you  adopted  r — We  have  none  of  the  smaller  description, 
it  was  of  the  fourth  order,  and  I believe  the  French  have  subsequently  introduced 
an  intermediate  order,  so  that  that  apparatus  stands  fifth  at  the  present  time;  1 
is  the  smallest  apparatus. 

4729.  It  is  too  small  for  your  purpose  ? — Yes. 

4730.  But  the  principle  is  the  same  ? — Yes  ; and  for  the  purpose  of  a pier 
or  harbour  light,  it  is  a beautiful  apparatus. 

4731.  Have  you  anything  else  to  add  ? — Here  is  another  little  matter  which 
I should  wish  to  advert  to  in  Captain  Washington’s  evidence,  at  question  44  • 
In  his  answer  to  that  question,  he  draws  a comparison  between  the  cost  or  man1 
taining  the  lights  in  the  United  States,  and  the  cost  of  maintaining  the  lights 
England  ; and  he  states  that  the  lights  in  the  United  States  are  maintained  a 
cost  upwards  of  200  per  cent,  cheaper  than  those  in  England.  Now  I cann^ 
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myself  understand  what  is  meant  by  200  per  cent,  cheaper.  It  seems  to  me, 
according  to  the  figures  which  are  there,  that,  as  regards  the  lighthouses,  it  should 
have  stood  at  60  per  cent,  cheaper,  and  as  regards  the  floating  lights  it  should 
have  stood  at  50  per  cent,  cheaper,  instead  of  200.  In  the  answer  to  the  ques- 
tion 4502,  Captain  Washington  states  that,  in  England,  in  the  year  1812,  there 
were  only  10  lighthouses  that  were  fitted  with  parabolic  reflectors,  while  in  the 
same  year  there  were  40  in  the  United  States.  There  were,  in  the  year  1812, 
27  in  England  at  the  least,  and  perhaps  a few  more,  but  I only  state  the  number 
which  1 have  been  enabled  to  ascertain  without  any  doubt. 

4732.  Is  there  anything  else  you  wish  to  state  ?— Mr.  Alan  Stevenson  has 
placed  before  the  Committee  a statement  of  the  comparative  cost  of  each  burner 
in  the  lighthouses  in  Scotland  and  England.  I should  wish  to  make  some 
observations  upon  it. 

[Mr.  Alan  Stevenson's  Report  was  put  in,  and  the  Observations  upon  it ; for 
which  see  Appendixes,  No.  30,  and  No.  30  (A).] 

4733.  Have  you  any  other  observations  to  make?— I did  wish  to  observe  upon 
a part  of  my  own  evidence,  upon  the  subject  of  Mr.  Arnaud,  the  collector,  at 
Liverpool.  I mentioned  that  the  explanation  of  the  principle  under  which  the 
allowance  of  five  per  cent,  had  been  continued  to  Mr.  Arnaud,  would  be  found 
in  the  Report  of  the  Commissioners  of  Inquiry  for  the  Collection  and  Manage- 
ment of  Revenue  in  1842.  I have  since  procured  a copy  of  that  Report,  and 
I would  beg  leave  to  read  the  passage  to  which  I alluded. 

[ The  Extract  from  the  First  Report  of  the  Commissioners , in  page  7,  was  given 
in ; for  which  sec  Appendix,  No.  8.] 

4734.  Are  there  any  other  remarks  you  would  wish  to  make  ? — I would  wish 
also  to  observe,  upon  certain  statements  of  accounts  by  Mr.  George  Frederick 
Young,  in  Questions  3532  to  3539,  that  he  altogether  omits  to  make  provision 
for  the  payment  of  the  interest  of  the  debt. 


Alexander  Gordon,  Esq.  called  in ; and  further  Examined. 

4735-  IS  there  anything  which  you  would  wish  to  add  with  reference  to  the 
evidence  you  have  formerly  given  to  this  Committee  P — With  reference  to  the 
question  4389,  I beg  to  say  that,  in  fixing  an  iron  or  gun-metal  lighthouse 
tower  under  the  level  of  the  sea,  either  under  high  or  under  low  water-line, 
I do  not  propose  to  depend  solely  upon  the  metal  attachment  by  clamps, 
lewises,  &c.,  but  to  depend  mainly  upon  the  solid  core  of  concrete  or  inferior 
masonry  which  I use  in  cases  of  foundation  on  land.  The  solid  core  not  only 
prevents  vibration,  but  by  its  inertia  resists  violent  shocks  at  sea.  French 
engineers,  at  the  port  of  Algiers,  have  shown  that  large  masses  of  concrete 
are  not  disturbed  by  heavy  seas  when  the  cubic  contents  are  sufficiently 
abundant.  As  the  blow  of  the  sea  acts  on  the  surface,  and  is  resisted  by 
the  inertia  of  the  cubic  contents,  the  success  of  the  French  engineers  is 
accounted  for.  The  surface  exposed  increases  only  as  the  squares,  whilst  the 
contents  which  resist  increase  as  the  cubes.  I am  of  opinion  that  a cast-iron 
or  gun-metal  tower  of  suitable  diameter,  properly  made,  and  filled  with  a solid 
core  of  concrete  or  masonry,  would  be  one  mass,  compact  and  bound  together 
and  to  the  rock  in  a manner  that  no  stone  building  can  be,  and  at  an  ex- 
penditure of  money  and  time  much  under  what  is  required  for  a tower  in 
masonry. 

473^*  Is  there  anything  else  you  wish  to  add? — I have  prepared  a set  of  such 
reflectors  as  I referred  to  in  my  answers  to  questions  4453  to  4457  inclusive. 
That  is  the  sketch.  [The  Sketch  was  handed  in.~\  I have  also,  as  desired  by 
the  Committee,  a sketch  of  the  wrought-iron  tower,  similar  to  steam-boat  funnels, 
which  I propose  for  floating  lights,  upon  which  I was  examined  in  questions 
4458  to  4464,  inclusive.  [The  Sketch  was  handed  in]. 
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Jovis , 3°  die  Julii,  1845. 


MEMBERS  PRESENT. 

Mr.  Aaron  Chapman.  I Admiral  Dnndas. 

Sir  George  Clerk.  Mr.  Grogan. 

Mr.  Duncan.  | Mr.  Ilume. 

JOSEPH  HUME,  Esq.  in  the  Chair. 


Mr.  William  Just , re-called ; and  further  Examined. 


Mr.  IVidiam  Just. 
3 July  1845. 


4737.  Mr.  Duncan.]  SOME  questions  were  put  to  you  in  your  previous 
examination  respecting  the  amount  of  the  light  dues  charged  upon  the  vessels 
belonging  to  your  company;  are  you  now  prepared  to  lay  before  the  Committee 
any  statement  with  respect  to  it? — Yes. 

4738.  State  what  it  is?— I have  prepared  a statement  of  light  dues  paid  by 
the  Aberdeen  Steam  Navigation  Company,  for  1844,  upon  five  steamers  and  six 
sailing  vessels,  amounting  to  2,000  /.  18  s.  8 d. 

4739.  Is  that  for  the  year  ending  the  31st,  of  December  1844? — Yes. 

4740.  Do  you  give  that  in  as  an  exact  statement  of  the  tonnage  of  the  vessels, 
and  the  expense  of  lights’ — Yes;  the  tonnage,  expense  of  lights  per  voyage, 
and  the  number  of  voyages  per  annum. 

4741.  For  five  steamers  and  six  sailing  vessels  ? — Yes. 

4742.  Are  you  prepared  to  state  to  the  Committee  the  gross  earnings  of  the 
steamers  and  the  sailing  vessels  upon  which  these  light  dues  were  paid  ?— I must 
decline  to  state  that,  it  being  a private  company. 

4743.  Have  you  a continuation  of  that  statement  for  tlie  six  months  ending 
June  the  30th  of  the  present  year? — Yes. 

4744.  Can  you  state  the  exact  amount  of  the  light  dues  ? — The  amount  of 
light  dues  paid  by  the  company  for  six  months,  ending  the  30th  of  June  last,  is 
1,810  1.  16^.  id. 

4745.  Chairman.]  If  you  cannot  state  the  amount  of  freight  earned,  can  you 
state  the  capital  employed  by  the  company  in  these  vessels,  and  the  amount  per 
cent,  of  the  light  dues  upon  the  profits  divided? — We  divided  last  year  7,000 1. 
amongst  the  partners,  so  that  the  light  dues  were  exactly  41  § ths  per  cent,  upon 
the  profits  in  1844. 

4746.  Mr.  Duncan.']  What  proportion  do  the  light,  dues  bear  to  the  present 
half-year’s  profits  np  to  June  the  30th  ? — Our  half-yearly  dividend  paid  in  April 
was  3,500  /.,  and  the  light  dues  amounted  to  1,810  /.  16  s.  id. 

4747.  What  per-centagc  does  that  give  of  the  light  dues  upon  the  last  bait- 
year’s  profits  ? — About  51  per  cent. 

4748.  Then  the  per-centage  of  the  light  dues  upon  the  profits  is  increasing 
rather  than  diminishing  ? — Yes. 

4749.  Can  you  account  for  that? — We  have  more  vessels  running  now  than 


in  1844.  _ , 

4750.  Are  you  making  more  money  from  the  addition  to  the  number  01  vesse  =1 

or  have  the  light  dues  pressed  more  heavily  upon  you  this  year  than  in  e 
previous  year  ? — We  have  been  running  upon  the  Inverness  and  London  statio 
this  year,  which  was  not  the  case  last  year  ; I think  wc  may  have  been  making 
a little  more  money,  but  I cannot  state  the  exact  amount.  _ , 

4751.  If  you  have  been  making  more  money,  how  is  it  the  light  dues  bav 
bore  a heavier  per-centage  upon  your  profits  during  the  last  half  year , 
does  the  difference  arise  between  41  § ths  per  cent,  and  51  per  cent.  ?-—I  caj^ 
answer  that  in  any  other  way  than  by  stating  that  our  divisible  profits  have 
the  same,  and  our  light  dues  have  increased  10  per  cent.  We  have  one  ro 
steamer  this  year  than  we  had  last  year,  and  upon  that  vessel  we  are  pa}'*  ° 
extra  dues.  We  have  not  been  able  to  divide  more  than  we  divided  last  y > 
and  of  course  we  pay  more  for  light  dues  by  running  one  more  steamer.  ^ 
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4752.  Mr.  Chapman .]  Can  you  state  whether  the  per-eentage  of  the  light 
dues  is  greater  upon  the  earnings  of  steam-vessels  or  of  sailing  vessels  ?— I 
believe  they  bear  as  heavily  upon  the  one  as  upon  the  other. 

4753-  Do  you  mean  after  taking  into  account  the  amount  of  passage  money  ? 
— \es  ; in  conducting  such  a business  as  ours,  we  arrange  the  rates  of  freight 
between  the  two  classes  of  vessels,  so  as  to  make  it  pretty  proportionate.  & 

4754.  Chairman.]  In  the  course  of  this  year  have  you  lowered  your  freights 

or  fares  for  goods  and  passengers  in  the  trade  in  which  you  are  engaged?— The 
fares  for  passengers  we  have.  b 6 

4755-  To  what  extent? — Nearly  one-fifth. 

4756-  Have  you  had  an  increased  number  as  yet,  by  that  lowering  of  fares  ? 

* “ 'iass  onv  been  one  week  in  operation,  and  we  can  scarcely  say  as  yet 

4757-  Admiral  Oundas.]  Have  you  lowered  your  fares  in  consequence  of  the 

railways  going  to  the  North  ?— Yes;  it  is  in  anticipation  of  their  affecting  our 
traffic.  ° 

4755.  Mr.  Duncan.]  Then  you  anticipate  still  further  competition  in  carrying 
on  the  trade  between  London  and  the  North  by  means  of  steam-vessels  J—Cer 
taraly;  and  consequently  a greater  reduction  of  the  fares. 

4759.  Admiral  Dundas.]  During  the  next  six  months  shall  you  have  the 
same  number  of  vessels  running  ? — Yes. 

4760.  The  same  number  in  winter  as  in  summer  ?— Yes.  I have  no  hesita 

tion  m saying  our  light  dues  in  the  next  six  months  will  be  fully  equal  to  the 
last  six  months.  We  run  two  steamers  a week  during  July  and  part  of  August  ■ 
generally  we  only  run  one  weekly  in  the  winter  season.  ’ 

4761.  Then  your  light  dues  will  he  less  ?— They  will  not  be  less  for  the 
whole  six  months,  as  we  run  two  steamers  a week  during  July  and  a part  of 
August.  We  have  not  run  two  steamers  weekly  during  the  whole  of  the  last 
six  months,  only  part  of  the  time. 

4762.  Mr.  Dimean.]  During  the  six  months  of  this  year,  running  the  num- 
ber ot  steamers  you  have  run,  you  have  paid  1,8101.  16s.  Id.;  and  you  anti- 
cipate during  the  next  six  months  running  an  additional  steamer  a w eek,  and 
consequently  that  the  per-centage  of  light  dues  will  be  more  than  the  previous 
half  year  r — It  will  be  fully  as  much,  I think. 

4703-  Is  there  anything  else  you  wish  to  state  to  the  Committee  as  to  tile 
petition  you  presented  to  the  House  1 — I was  going  to  state,  that  in  my  petition 
1 did  not  advert  to  a change  which  took  place  in  the  collection  of  the  Northern 
iignt  dues  in  1837  : up  to  that  time  they  charged  a certain  rate  per  ton  upon 
tne  vessel  whatever  lights  she  passed,  and  that  was  changed  to  a certain  charge 
tor  every  light  passed.  I hold  in  my  hand  a certified  return  from  the  Custom- 
House  ot  the  charge  for  the  lights  in  the  Aberdeen  and  London  trade.  I wish 
also  to  give  in  a statement  of  the  light  dues  from  Inverness  to  London ; from 
AOerdeen  t°  Hull ; from  Aberdeen  to  Newcastle,  and  from  Aberdeen  to  the 
run  or  rorth.  (The  same  were  delivered  in .) 


Mr.  William  Just, 
3 July  1845. 


See  Appendix, 
No.  66. 


John  Teesdale,  Esq.  called  in;  and  Examined. 

I am6*  ^ia^rman'^  ARE  you  Solicitor  to  the  Corporation  of  Trinity  House  ? John  Teesdale,  Esq. 

tinfoil  ^°'W  *on&’  *lave  y°u  keen  so  ? — I was  appointed  in  the  year  1823,  upon 
.k  °*  my  late  partner,  Mr.  Weston ; but  I acted  in  the  affairs  of  the  G'or- 
P er  an<*  ’n  conjunction  with  him,  from  the  year  1805. 

- ‘i",  ' Did  you  draw  up  the  case  submitted  to  the  law  officers  of  the  Crown 
which  was  laid  before  the  Committee  on  Monday? — I did. 
of  ‘ ’ y°U  rely  uPon  ^le  opinion  then  given  as  justifying  the  application 
•til  e general  surplus  revenues  of  the  lights  to  charitable  purposes  ? — Yes. 
he  1 6S Was  ^rst:  su^mitted  to  the  solicitor,  and  Mr.  Weston  reported  that 
r lat  n?  .u^)t  whatever  as  to  the  legality  of  the  application  of  the  surplus 
In  aenve^  fr°m  the  lights  to  the  charitable  purposes  of  the  Corporation, 
min  III  coxlcurre.<i5.  but:  the  point  never  having  been  raised  before,  it  was  deter- 
the  6 j?le  °P*n*on  ^le  Attorney  and  Solicitor-general  should  be  taken,  and 
obt-  ^aS6]  j errec^  was  stated  by  me  in  consequence  : with  the  opinion  then 
ai^Q  t WaS  Perfectly  swished,  and  have  remained  so  ever  since. 

47ob.  Upon  the  premises  therein  stated  ? — Yes. 

°-36.  Q q 
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4-60  Have  not  three  Acts  of  Parliament  having  reference  to  the  Trinity 
Corporation  been  passed  since  that  opinion  was  given  ?— Yes  ; but  before  re- 
Y f t„  ti,em  I may  be  allowed  to  state  that  the  case  was  submitted  by  me 
to  Mr  Wallace’  and  he  was  satisfied  with  the  statements  it  contained.  When 
it  was'sent  to  counsel  it  was  accompanied  by  copies  ot  the  several  patents  therein 
referred  to  and  also  by  copies  of  the  charters  oi  the  Corporation  ; and  I attended 
the  consultation  which  was  held  between  the  Attorney  and  Solicitor-general, 
before  giving  their  opinion.  . . . , . , 

4-70  Were  any  other  documents  submitted  to  them  beyond  those  that 
appear  upon  the  margin  of  the  case  ?— 1 There  was  a book  of  the  charters ; there 
were  copies  of  three  of  the  patents  for  the  tolls  referred  to,  which  were  given  as 
examples ; and  it  was  stated  ill  the  case  that,  all  tile  subsequent  patents  were  upon 
the  same  principle  as  the  last  of  those.  r 

4771.  State  what  are  those  examples  which  are  given?— One  is  the  patent 

for  the  Scilly  Lights. 

4772  In  the  patent  for  the  Scilly  Lights  there  is  an  express  permission  to 
apply  any  surplus  dues  to  charitable  purposes  f— By  the  terms  of  the  patent,  the 
Corporation  are  expressly  permitted  to  dispose  and  employ  the  profits,  benefit, 
and1  advantages  thereby  arising,  for  and  towards  the  maintenance  of  old  and 
indigent  seamen,  their  widows  and  orphans. 

4771  What  are  the  other  examples? — I will  state  what  the  case  consists  of. 

It  commences  with  a short  statement  of  the  Act  of  Parliament  of  the  8th  of 
Elizabeth : it  then  states,  also  shortly,  the  charter  of  the  36th  ol  Elizabeth. 
The  next  document  stated  is  the  patent  for  the  Winterton  Lights,  dated  the 
30th  of  Charles  the  2d;  the  next  is  the  patent  lor  the  Scilly  Lights,  dated 
the  32d  of  Charles  the  2d  ; then  follows  the  charter  of  confirmation  oi  the  1st  of 
James  the  2d,  granted  to  the  Corporation  ; and  then  the  patent  for  the  Portland 
Light,  dated  the  2d  of  George  the  1st.  Then  follows  a statement  that  the  suc- 
ceeding grants  or  patents  to  the  Corporation,  which  are  very  numerous,  are  all 
upon  the  same  principle  as  the  patent  for  the  Portland  Light;  that  most  of 
them  recite  both  the  statute  of  the  8th  of  Elizabeth  and  the  grant  oi  the  36th  of 
Elizabeth;  that  tolls  are  established  by  each,  for  defraying  the  expenses  ot  the 
lighthouse ; and  that  the  same  are  uniformly  granted  to  the  Corporation  tor  ever, 
without  account,  or  any  other  matter  or  thing  to  be  therefore  rendered  to  ms 
Majesty,  his  heirs  or  successors,  for  the  same  or  any  part  thereof. 

4774.  Have  not  three  Acts  of  Parliament  having  reference  to  the  Trinity  Cor- 
poration been  passed  since  that  opinion  was  taken  ?— Yes  ; the  first  Act  since 
that  opinion  was  taken  was  passed  immediately  afterwards,  and  was,  in  point  ot 
fact,  suspended  until  that  opinion  was  taken.  That  Act  was  the  3 Geo.  4,  c.  Ill, 
which  passed  on  the  29th  of  July  1822,  the  opinion  being  dated  the  3d  ot  July 
1822.  The  opinion  was  shown  to  Mr.  Wallace,  and  he  was  satisfied  with  1 
and  sanctioned  the  Act,  which  contained  a clause  (s.  4)  enabling  the  Cor- 
poration “ to  reduce,  relinquish,  abolish,  alter,  or  modify  all,  or  any,  or  ei  er 
of  the  rates,  prices,  dues,  duties,  or  tolls  imposed  or  granted  by  the  said  severa 
grants,  charters,  or  Acts  of  Parliament,  or  any  of  them,  or  collected,  ta  en, 
levied,  and  received  under  the  authority  thereof  respectively,  or  by  ancieii 
usage,  custom,  or  prescription,  or  any  part  or  parts  thereof,  so  far  as  may 
consistent  with  the  charitable  and  other  uses,  purposes,  and  intents  for  w *c 
the  Corporation  has  been  established  and  maintained.”  The  next  Act  w ic 
passed  was  the  Lighthouses  Act,  6 & 7 Will.  4,  c.  79  ; and  recently  there  lias  ee 
a Ballastage  Act  of  the  6 & 7 Viet.  c.  57,  which  passed  in  the  year  1843. 

4775.  Do  not  each  of  these  Acts  materially  affect  the  powers  and  privileges  pre 
viously  exercised  by  the  Corporation,  enlarging  them  in  some  cases,  and  cur  1 mg 
them  in  others  ? — 1 do  not  believe  that  in  any  part  of  any  of  these  Acts  e 
is  anything  which  can  by  possibility  be  construed  to  limit  the  powers  0 1 tl lie  0 
poration  to  apply  the  surplus  revenues  derived  from  the  light  dues  to  cna 
purposes;  on  the  contrary,  the  20  th  section  of  the  6 & 7 Will-  4,  which  ves 
lighthouses  directed  by  the  Act  to  be  purchased  in  the  Corporation  or 
House,  upon  payment  of  the  purchase-money,  enacts  that  “ so  soon  as  any 
lighthouse  shall,  in  manner  aforesaid,  become  vested  in  the  said  Master,  War 
and  Assistants,  the  tolls  which  shall  then  be  by  law  payable  in  respect  0 X 
such  lighthouse  shall  thenceforth  become  payable  to  and  recoverable  by  t e ^ 
Master,  Wardens,  and  Assistants,  and  be  applied  as  are  other  the  like  tol s ^ 
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payable  to  them;”  the  3 Geo.  4,  c.  Ill,  having,  as  before  shown,  expressly  re- 
cognized the  application  of  the  surplus  revenues  to  charitable  purposes. 

4776.  You  consider,  then,  the  clause  giving  power  to  purchase  the  lights  gives 
to  the  Trinity  House  the  power  to  apply  the  surplus  dues  from  those  lights,  in 
the  same  manner  as  they  had  applied  the  surplus  dues  from  other  lights  ? — 
I consider  that  the  clause  vesting  the  purchased  lights  in  the  Corporation,  viz. 
the  20th  section,  gives  that  power. 

4777.  Have  they  so  applied  them  ? — I conclude  not ; the  entire  surplus  having, 
I believe,  been  applied  in  reduction  of  the  debt  incurred  by  the  purchases. 

4778.  Do  you  think  the  legal  opinion  given  prior  to  the  subsequent  Acts  you 
have  referred  to,  can  be  satisfactory  to  the  Committee  upon  the  important  point 
in  question  ? — I think  it  should  be  so,  because  I do  not  perceive  anything  in  the 
subsequent  Acts  which  alters  the  matter  at  all ; on  the  contrary,  I should  say 
they  go  to  confirm  the  right,  because  they  recognize  the  previous  application. 

4779.  You  have  alluded  to  the  opinion  of  Sir  Robert  Gifford  and  Sir  John 
Copley,  which  was  given  in  the  following  terms : “ Upon  perusing  the  docu- 
ments above  referred  to,  we  are  of  opinion  that  the  Corporation  of  Trinity  House 
are  authorized  to  apply  the  surplus  revenues  arising  from  the  light  duties  to  the 
charitable  purposes  of  the  Corporation,  as  above  described”  ? — Exactly  so. 

4780.  To  what  does  “ as  above  described  ” allude  ? — The  application  to  the 
charitable  purposes  of  the  Corporation,  above  described. 

4781.  Is  that  the  sole  ground  that  is  assigned  for  the  opinion  ; the  perusal  of 
the  documents  referred  to  in  the  case? — The  opinion  refers  only  to  the  docu- 
ments mentioned  in  the  case. 

4782.  Then  if  it  can  be  shown  that  these  documents  do  not  bear  upon  the 
question,  would  not  the  value  of  that  opinion  become  materially  weakened  ? — 
Of  course,  if  that  could  be  shown ; but  I deny  that  it  is  possible  to  be  shown. 

4783.  Do  you  think  the  documents  laid  before  Sir  Robert  Gifford  and  Sir 
John  Copley  were  all  the  documents  then  in  the  possession  of  the  Corporation 
requisite  to  give  counsel  a full  and  complete  insight  into  the  merits  of  the  ques- 
tion?— I think  they  were  ; I have  referred  to  my  entries  at  the  time,  and  I find 
that  I made  strict  search  for  everything  that  could  be  material  for  the  purpose 
of  obtaining  a full  and  proper  opinion. 

4784.  Is  not  the  first  of  these  documents,  the  8th  of  Elizabeth,  c.  13,  intituled 
“ An  Act  concerning  Sea-marks  and  Mariners”  ? — Yes. 

4785.  Is  there  not  a definition  in  that  Act  of  sea-marks? — I do  not  apprehend 
there  is  a definition  in  the  Act  of  all  sea-marks ; of  everything  that  could  be 
considered  a sea-mark. 

478b-  Does  the  Act  define  what  a sea-mark  is  ? — It  mentions  “ steeples,  woods, 
and  other  marks  standing  upon  the  main  shores  adjoining  to  the  sea  coast.” 

4787-  Are  not  steeples  and  trees  therein  termed  “beacons  or  marks  for  the 
sea”  ? — The  words  are,  “ steeples,  woods,  and  other  marks  standing  upon  the 
main  shores  adjoining  to  the  sea  coasts  of  this  realm  of  England  and  Wales, 
being  as  beacons  and  marks  of  ancient  time  accustomed  for  seafaring  men,  to 
save  and  keep  them,  and  the  ships  in  their  charge,  from  sundry  dangers  thereto 
incident.” 

4788.  And  the  Trinity  Board  is  empowered  by  that  Act  to  “ make,  erect,  and 
set  up  beacons,  marks,  and  signs  for  the  sea”  ? — The  Corporation  is  by  that  Act 
empowered  to  “ make,  erect,  and  set  up  such  and  so  many  beacons,  marks,  and 
signs  for  the  sea,  in  such  place  or  places  of  the  sea  shores  and  uplands  near  the 
sea  coasts  or  forelands  of  the  sea  only,  for  sea  marks,  as  to  them  shall  seem  most 
roeet,  needful,  and  requisite,  whereby  the  dangers  may  be  avoided  and  escaped, 
and  ships  the  better  come  unto  their  ports  without  peril.” 

4789.  Is  the  word  “lighthouse”  made  use  of  in  that  Act? — Certainly  not. 

479°-  And  if  it  can  be  shown  that  the  word  “ lighthouse”  was  not  in  use  in 

the  time  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  would  not  that  be  a strong  argument  against  the 
construction  of  the  Act  which  the  Trinity  Board  adopt,  that  a mark  for  the  sea 
weans  a lighthouse?— I think  not;  I do  not  think  that  would  be  any  answer  to 
the  very  great  authority  that  has  been  upon  the  books  for  so  long  a time,  for 
saying  that  a lighthouse  is  a sea-mark  within  the  meaning  of  the  Act  of 
Elizabeth. 

4791-  But  however,  as  you  say  the  Trinity  Board  should  be  held  to  possess 
powers  with  respect  to  lighthouses  by  virtue  of  that  Act,  does  not  the  same  Act 
expressly  direct  “ that  all  such  beacons,  marks,  and  signs,  so  to  be  by  them  or 

°*36.  q q 2 their 


John  Teesdale ,Esq. 
3 July  1845. 
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Join  Tecs, Me,  Esq.  their  assigns  erected,  made,  and  setup  at  the  costs  and  charges  of  the  said 

Master  Wardens,  and  Assistants,  shall  and  may  he  continued,  renewed,  and 

3 July  i8«.  maintained  from  time  to  time  at  the  costs  and  charges  of  the  said  Master, 

Wardens,  and  Assistants”?— Certainly. 

4702.  Were  any  lighthouse  dues  then  levied  ?— 1 presume  not. 

4703.  Then  what  were  the  revenues  they  then  .had  to  maintain  their  beacons, 

which  the  Act  states  are  to  be  maintained  at  their  cost  r— I am  not  able  to  state 
what  revenues  they  then  had  which  were  applicable  to  the  purpose  referred  to, 
but  the  Corporation’s  charter  of  King  Henry  the  8th  refers  to  lands  and  tene- 
ments then  held  by  them.  . . _ , , 

4704  Then  is  it  not  clear  that  the  Trinity  Board  has  no  power  by  the  8th  of 
Elizabeth  to  levy  any  tolls  for  the  maintenance  of  lighthouses?— Certainly. 

4795.  Did  they  ever  attempt  to  levy  light  dues  under  that  Act?— Not  that  I 

am4796!eHow  then  does  the  8th  of  Elizabeth  bear  upon  the  question  of  the 
legality  of  the  appropriation  to  charitable  purposes  of  light  dues,  levied  solely 
under  the  authority  of  letters  patent  granted  by  the  Crown  subsequent  to  the 

Act  referred  to  ? It  was  proper  to  state  that  Act  of  Parliament  in  the  case,  that 

, counsel  might  see  how  the  Corporation  was  constituted  with  reference  to  the 

erection  of  lighthouses,  because  it  was  incident  to  their  right  to  set  up  sea-marks 

and  beacons.  . , , . u ..  . 

4707  Do  you  not  admit  that  there  is  no  such  word  m that  document  as  light- 
house,” nor  any  authority  by  that  Act  to  levy  light  dues  ?— Certainly. 

4798.  The  second  document  referred  to  is  the  36th  of  Elizabeth : you  set  that 
before  counsel  that  they  might  give  you  an  opinion  upon  the  legality  of  apply- 
ing the  surplus  light  dues?— J set  that  before  them  because  it  was  proper  for 
their  information ; indeed,  the  Act  of  Elizabeth  and  this  charter  are  recited  m 
almost  all  the  patents. 

4799.  Does  not  that  grant  refer  exclusively  to  buoyage,  beaconage,  lastage, 

and  ballastage  ? — Yes.  . . . - 

4800.  How  then  does  that  patent  bear  upon  the  question  01  the  Corporations 
right  to  apply  the  general  surplus  revenues  from  the  lights  to  charitable  pur- 
poses ? — The  Corporation’s  title  to  the  office  of  beaconage  is  founded  upon  the 
Act  of  Elizabeth  and  the  grant  of  Elizabeth,  and  the  office  is  properly  connected 
with  the  erection  of  lighthouses  and  sea-marks. 

4801.  Is  the  word  lighthouse  named  in  that  grant,  or  is  there  any  authority 

to  levy  light  dues? — No.  . . . . , 

4802.  Then  if  there  were  no  other  document  than  that,  it  is  quite  evident 

that  under  that  the  Trinity  House  could  not  recover  their  light  dues  at  the  pre- 
sent moment?— I am  not  prepared  to  say  that,  because  I should  want  to  con- 
sider how  the  Corporation’s  rights  would  stand  if  only  resting  upon  the  8th  0 
Elizabeth  and  the  36th  of  Elizabeth,  and  they  had,  by  virtue  of  their  othce 
of  beaconage  and  buoyage,  erected  marks  and  signs  for  the  sea,  for  the  benefit 
•of  shipping  and  navigation.  _ , 

4803.  Do  you  not,  as  a lawyer,  know  that  no  tax  can  be  levied  upon  the  sud- 

ject  without  its  being  specially  stated,  either  in  an  Act  of  Parliament,  or  a paten 
of  the  Crown  ? — Unquestionably.  . , 

4804.  Then  how  can  you  have  any  doubt  that  these  two  charters  could  no 

sanction  the  levying  of  light  dues,  when  neither  lighthouse  nor  light  dues  are 
named  once  in  either  of  the  documents? — It  is  admitted  that  the  Corpora  ion 
wanted  the  authority  to  collect  light  dues,  and  they  obtained  it  in  every  paten 
they  have  had  subsequently.  . 

4805.  But  up  to  that  period  they  had  no  authority  ? — They  had  no  autbon  y 
under  the  8th  of  Elizabeth,  or  the  36th  of  Elizabeth,  to  levy  tolls. 

4806.  Now  the  third  document  is  the  letters  patent  granted  by  Charles  ti 
2d,  for  the  Winterton  Lights.  Does  not  that  patent  merely  give  permissio 
for  “ reasonable  tolls”  to  be  taken  ? — The  patent  for  the  Winterton  Lights  ( 
Charles  the  2d)  contains  this  clause:  “ And  because  the  said  lights  have  e 
erected,  and  are  to  be  maintained  out  of  the  stock  of  the  poor  of  that  Corpoia 10  > 
and  for  that  the  profit,  if  any,  is  not  to  be  converted,  like  those  from  other  hg  ^ ’ 
for  the  private  advantage  of  any  man,  but  for  the  relief  of  old  and  nraig 
seamen,  their  widows  and  orphans.”  And  then  it  goes  on  to  grant  the  to  s. 

4807.  That  was  granted  to  the  Trinity  Corporation  ? — Yes. 

4808.  Was  it  not  afterwards  cancelled  and  repealed  ? — It  was. 
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4509.  Then  why  submit  a document  for  the  opinion  of  the  law  officers  of  the  John  Teesdaie,  Esq- 

Crown,  when  that  document  had  previously  been  repealed  ? — It  contained  in- 

formation  which  it  was  proper  to  lay  before  them.  We  gave  them  three  of  the  3 l845- 

earliest  patents  which  had  been  granted,  as  examples,  and  stated  that  the  subse- 
quent patents  were  all  upon  the  same  principle  as  the  last  of  the  three. 

4510.  But  was  it  right  to  give  a patent  which  had  been  repealed  for  a century, 
as  that  upon  which  an  opinion  was  to  be  formed  of  the  then  existing  state  of 
things  ? — I do  not  know  that  the  validity  of  the  evidence  to  be  derived  from 
that  patent  could  be  at  all  impugned  by  the  circumstance  of  its  having  been 
repealed. 

4811.  Did  you  in  that  case  inform  the  law  officers  that  the  patent  had  been 
repealed,  and  that  it  was  not  in  force  ? — I did  not. 

4812.  Was  not  that  an  omission? — I do  not  think  it  was  an  objectionable  one. 

4813.  Do  you,  as  a lawyer,  mean  to  assert  you  would  submit  to  counsel,  for 
their  opinion  upon  the  present  state  of  any  subject,  a law  or  patent  which  had 
been  repealed  or  been  cancelled  many  years  before  ? — I think  many  cases  arise 
in  which  that  may  properly  be  done.  I should  in  all  cases,  however,  state  the 
fact  that  it  had  been  repealed,  if  I considered  that  circumstance  to  be  material. 

4814.  That  in  this  case  was  not  doner — It  was  not;  but  I had  no  object  in 
withholding  the  fact. 

4815.  After  the  repeal  of  that  patent  granted  to  the  Trinity  House,  were  not 
other  patents  granted  by  the  Crown  to  private  individuals,  authorizing  them  to 
collect  and  receive  the  dues  of  the  Winterton  Lights  ? — Yes  ; a portion  of  the 
property  which  the  Corporation  has  recently  bought  was  a lease  of  the  tolls 
granted  by  the  Crown  in  respect  of  that  light. 

4816.  Do  you  know  that  the  patent  of  the  Winterton  Lights  continued  down 
to  1836  in  the  family  of  the  late  Earl  of  Leicester,  and  was  purchased  by  the 
Trinity  House  under  the  Act  of  the  6 & 7 Will.  4 ? — There  was  no  patent  at  that 
time ; it  was  a lease  granted  by  the  Crown. 

481 7.  It  was  originally  granted  as  a patent,  and  then  continued  as  a lease  ? — 

Yes,  I believe  it  was. 

4818.  Did  not  the  last  lease  authorize  the  Crown  to  divide  the  light  dues  be- 
tween Lord  Leicester,  as  lessee,  and  the  Crown  as  grantor  ? — I believe  that  a 
portion  went  to  the  Crown  Land  Revenue,  and  the  remainder  to  Lord  Leicester. 

4819.  In  all  the  patents  and  leases  before  that,  did  not  the  whole  amount  of 
the  light  dues,  after  defraying  the  maintenance  of  the  lights,  go  to  the  lessee? — 

I do  not  know  whether  the  last  lease  was  the  first  that  reserved  anything  for  the 
Crown ; I think  it  was,  but  I cannot  charge  my  recollection  with  it. 

4820.  In  making  out  the  case,  why  did  you  not  state  the  then  existing  condi- 
tion of  the  Winterton  lease?— -I  did  not  consider  it  to  bear  in  the  slightest  degree 
upon  the  question. 

4821.  The  fourth  document  referred  to  in  the  case  is  the  patent  granted  by 
Charles  the  2d  of  the  Scilly  Lights  ? — Yes ; and  a copy  of  that  patent  accom- 
panied the  case. 

4822.  Does  not  that  patent  direct  and  empower  the  Corporation  to  apply  the 
surplus  profits  of  the  tolls  for  the  purposes  of  charity? — Yes;  “to  dispose  and 
'employ  the  profits,  benefits,  and  advantages  thereby  arising,  for  and  towards  the 
maintenance  of  old  and  indigent  seamen,  their  widows  and  orphans.”  That  con- 
tains no  specific  toll  ;•  the  tolls  are  to  be  “ reasonable,  according  to  law.” 

4823.  Now  you  have  cited  that  grant  as  a reason  why  the  surplus  profits 
from  other  lights  should  be  applied  to  charitable  purposes  ; will  you  explain  how 
that  can  possibly  apply  to  subsequent  grants? — I stated  this  patent  as  one  link 
in  the  chain  of  evidence  which  it  was  necessary  to  lay  before  counsel,  and  it  was 
for  them  to  draw  their  own  conclusions.  I stated  that,  in  this  instance,  the 
direction  was  to  apply  the  surplus  to  charitable  purposes ; and  that  in  all  the 
subsequent  patents  the  tolls  were  granted  without  account. 

4824.  Is  not  that  the  first  authority  given  to  apply  the  profits  of  lighthouses 
to  charitable  purposes? — No;  the  patent  for  the  Winterton  Light,  which  I have 
before  mentioned,  was  of  previous  date. 

4825.  That  was  cancelled? — Yes  ; but  still  it  is  evidence  of  what  the  powers 
and  authorities  of  the  Corporation  were  under  it,  while  it  remained  in  force. 

4826.  How  could  that  continue  to  be  evidence  which  was  a century  before 
•cancelled  and  repealed? — It  was  only  cancelled  and  repealed  to  the  extent  of 
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Mn  Tea&k.  Esq.  tile  Corporation’s  not  being  able  to  enforce  anything  under  it ; but  it  would  still 
. exist  as  a document,  and  would  be  evidence  in  a court  ot  law. 

3 July  1845.  4S27.  Did  it  not  go  away  from  the  Trinity  House  to  a private  person,  as  if  it 

had  never  been  in  them  ?— It  went  absolutely  away  from  the  Trinity  House. 

4828.  Then  what  right  have  you  to  consider  that  as  an  authority  for  the 
application  of  auy  light  dues  ?— I am  of  opinion  that  it  was  good  as  a matter 
of  evidence.  There  was  no  doubt  of  the  validity  of  that  charter  at  the  time  it 
existed  ; and  the  expressions  which  it  contained  it  was  competent  to  anybody  to 
refer  to’  afterwards,  as  denoting  that  which  was  meant  or  recognized  at  the  time 
when  it  was  granted. 

4829.  Do  you  mean  to  state  that  a lease  or  patent  granted  and  cancelled  100 
years  ago  can  be  any  authority  whatever  to  apply  tolls  now  receivable,  when 
such  tolls  are  levied  under  express  subsequent  grants?— If  the  repeal  had  been 
upon  the  ground  that  the  patent  authorized  an  application  to  charitable  purposes, 
and  that  such  application  was  not  to  be  longer  sanctioned,  then  it  might  not  be 
an  authority  ; but  if  it  was  not  revoked  for  any  such  reason,  but  simply  because 
the  property  was  to  be  vested  in  somebody  else,  then  it  does  not  appear  to  me 
that  a document  which  was  sound  and  valid  at  the  time  it  was  granted,  may 
not  be  referred  to  for  the  purpose  of  putting  a construction  upon  other  docu- 
ments of  a subsequent  period,  relating  to  the  same  or  a similar  object. 

4830.  The  fifth  document  referred  to  is  a charter  granted  by  James  2,  called 

« The  Royal  Charter  of  Confirmation.”  Had  not  the  Corporation,  previous  to 
that  charter  being  granted,  surrendered  its  franchises  into  the  hands  of  the 
Crown  ?— There  is  no  notice  in  the  charter  of  any  surrender ; the  object  is  stated 
to  be  to  renew  and  confirm  all  the  former  charters,  and  grant  further  authorities 
and  privileges,  “ as  well  for  the  good  government  and  increase  of  the  navigation 
of  this  kingdom,  as  for  the  better  ordering  and  establishing  of  the  said  Corpora- 
tion, and  the  relief  of  the  poor  mariners,  their  widows  and  orphans,  as  we  in  our 
princely  care  should  think  meet.”  • 

4831.  You  are  aware  that  by  the  surrender  of  a charter  into  the  hands  of  the 
Crown,  the  Corporation  becomes  in  the  eye  of  the  law  dissolved  ?— Only  momen- 
tarily,  because  the  new  charter  is  granted  as  soon  as  the  former  one  is  sur- 
rendered ; no  charter  intended  to  be  regranted  is  ever  surrendered  until  the  new 
one  is  in  readiness  to  be  completed. 

4832.  That  charter  of  confirmation  is  in  reality  a new  charter,  re-establishing 
the  Corporation? — Yes,  but  recognizing  them  as  being  and  having  been  of  long 
time  a corporation ; one  of  their  charters  was  granted  by  King  Henry  the  8th. 

4833.  Does  not  the  charter  of  confirmation  direct  that  certain  sources  of 
revenue  shall  be  appropriated  to  the  relief  of  certain  poor  persons,  Brethren, 
and  the  wives  of  Brethren,  of  the  said  guild  ? — Yes. 

4834.  That  charter  says,  “ that  all  and  singular  sum  and  sums  of  money 
whatsoever  due,  or  hereafter  to  he  due,  and  received  by  the  said  decrees,  orders, 
agreements,  fines,  forfeitures,  or  otherwise,  shall  be  to  the  use,  commodity,  and 
profit  of  the  said  guild.”  Can  you  state  what  the  revenues  then  receivable  by 
the  Trinity  House,  under  the  title  of  “ monies  arising  from  decrees,  orders, 
agreements,  fines,  forfeitures,  or  otherwise  ” consisted  of? — I cannot  specify  thern- 

4835.  Does  not  the  same  clause  proceed  to  direct  that  “ the  money  shall  be 
applied  unto  and  for  the  repairing  of  a certain  house  or  tenement  commonly 
called  or  known  by  the  name  of  Trinity  House,  and  of  other  tenements  and 
almshouses  situate  and  being  in  Deptford  Strond  aforesaid,  in  Upper  Deptford, 
in  the  said  county  of  Kent,  belonging  to  the  said  guild,  fraternity,  or  brotherhood, 
and  for  the  finding  of  certain  poor  persons,  Brethren,  and  the  wives  of  Brethren, 
of  the  said  guild,  fraternity,  or  brotherhood,  which  are  fallen  into  decay,  misery, 
poverty,  and  need,  or  hereafter  shall  fortune  to  fall  into  decay,  misery,  poverty, 
and  need,  and  also  for  relief  of  other  poor  mariners  and  seafaring  men  ” ?— -1  es. 

4836.  Now  does  not  the  word  “ otherwise  ” refer  to  the  monies  collected 
under  this  charter  ? — I assume  that  the  Corporation  from  its  first  establishmen 
had  funds  of  some  description,  or  else  it  could  not  have  been  carried  on,  an 
the  relief  which  it  is  recorded  by  these  charters  was  given  to  charitable  purposes 
could  not  have  been  afforded ; what  these  specific  funds  were  I am  not  able  0 
state;  it  does  not  come  within  my  department ; but  the  word  “ otherwise  wou  . 
comprise  all  their  revenues,  and  include  the  fees  and  profits  of  the  ofhees  0 
beaconage  and  buoyage  given  by  the  grant  of  the  36th  of  Elizabeth. 

4837.  Have  not  the  documents  connected  with  the  Trinity  House  and  1 
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rights  been  in  your  hands,  as  their  law  officer  at  times,  when  you  were  required  John  Teesdale,  Esq. 

to  prepare  cases  or  give  opinions? — Yes,  for  the  last  40  years,  from  time  to  

time.  3 July  1845. 

4838.  Have  you  ever  had  any  documents  to  enable  you  to  state  what  the 
monies  raised  at  that  time  under  that  charter  by  the  Trinity  House  were  ? — I do 
not  recollect  at  this  moment.  The  grant  of  Elizabeth  gives  the  fees,  advantages, 
and  profits  arising  from  the  offices  of  beaconage  and  buoyage,  and  lastage  and 
ballastage,  and  of  course  these  would  be  comprehended  in  the  subsequent  char- 
ters : “ fines,  forfeiture,  or  otherwise,”  included,  I presume,  the  fees  of  the  office 
of  beaconage,  buoyage,  lastage,  and  ballastage. 

4839.  You  have  said,  quoting  a section  of  the  Act  of  Parliament,  that  under 
the  word  “ otherwise,”  you  consider  the  Trinity  House  had  authority  to  apply 
the  surplus  light  dues? — No,  under  the  words  “ to  be  applied  as  otner  the  like 
tolls  payable  to  them.” 

4840.  There  is  no  mention  of  any  light  dues  in  the  whole  of  the  charter  of 
James? — Certainly  not. 

4841.  Could  the  word  “ otherwise”  apply  to  anything  that  was  not  receivable 
at  that  time?— The  charter  was  not  framed  to  be  applicable  only  to  things  at 
that  moment ; all  that  came  within  the  purposes  of  the  Corporation,  or  into  the 
hands  of  the  Corporation  subsequently,  would  be  applied  to  their  purposes  pre- 
cisely in  the  same  manner  as  if  there  directed. 

4842.  Was  there  any  direction  in  that  whatever  with  respect  to  lighthouse 
dues? — There  is  no  direction  as  to  lighthouse  dues  specifically. 

4843.  Would  it  not  be  absurd  to  hold  that  the  word  “ otherwise,”  in  the  char- 
ter of  James,  can  authorize  the  Trinity  Corporation  to  apply  in  charity  the  surplus 
light  dues,  when  the  instrument  granting  them  did  not  exist  at  the  time  ? — The 
instruments  of  subsequent  date,  granting  tolls,  have  all  reference,  in  my  opinion, 
to  the  constitution  of  the  Corporation,  and  the  authority  it  possessed  for  the 
application  of  its  revenues. 

4844.  Is  there  not  a reservation  in  the  charter,  that  the  laws,  constitution, 
orders,  and  ordinances  are  to  be  binding  upon  the  Corporation,  upon  a condition  ? 

— The  charter  gives  the  Corporation  power  to  make  laws  and  ordinances,  and 
the  clause  to  which  you  refer  does  no  more  than  say  that  such  laws  shall  be 
binding,  provided  they  are  not  repugnant  to  the  laws  of  the  realm. 

4845.  Is  not  the  condition  that  they  be  reasonable,  and  not  repugnant  to  the 
laws,  statutes,  rights,  and  customs  of  the  realm  ? — Certainly ; the  charter  contains 
a power  to  make  and  alter  laws,  constitutions,  orders,  and  ordinances  for  the 
government  of  the  Corporation,  and  of  those  acting  under  it,  and  then  it  goes  on 
and  says,  these  laws,  constitutions,  orders,  and  ordinances  shall  be  observed  and 
kept,  under  the  pains  and  penalties  therein  contained ; but  it  also  adds,  “ so 
always  that  the  said  laws,  ordinances,  statutes,  or  any  of  them,  be  not  contrary  or 
repugnant  to  the  laws,  statutes,  rights,  or  customs  of  this  our  realm  of  England.” 

That  is  a clause  inserted  in  every  charter  which  gives  a power  to  make  bye-laws. 

4846.  Do  you  think  the  construction  contended  for  by  the  Corporation,  that 
the  charter  empowers  the  distribution  of  the  surplus  light  dues  in  charity,  is  either 
reasonable  or  supported  in  any  way  by  the  charter? — I think  that  the  applica- 
tion of  the  surplus  revenues  to  charitable  purposes  and  the  other  objects  of  the 
Corporation,  is  reasonable,  and  is  sanctioned*  by  the  charters ; and  that  the 
clause  which  refers  to  the  laws,  constitution,  orders,  and  ordinances  being  reason- 
able, and  not  contrary  or  repugnant  to  the  laws  of  the  realm,  has  no  bearing 
whatever  upon  the  application  of  the  surplus  revenues. 

4847*  What  charters  do  you  allude  to  as  sanctioning  it,  when  you  have  just 
admitted  that  all  the  previous  charters  had  been  cancelled  and  abolished,  and  this 
was  a new  re-establishment  of  the  Trinity  Corporation,  and  that  this  is  the 
authority  under  which  they  act  ? — The  previous  charters,  if  surrendered  at  all, 
had  been  surrendered  only  for  the  purpose  of  a new  grant. 

4848.  Have  you  not,  in  your  examination  respecting  the  power  of  the  previous 
charters,  admitted  there  is  no  mention  whatever  of  light  dues  therein  ? — 

Certainly ; there  is  no  mention  of  light  dues. 

4849.  How  then  can  any  reference  be  made  to  a former  charter,  as  an  autho- 
rity to  distribute  light  dues  levied  under  subsequent  grants? — Because  all  the 
subsequent  grants  are  made  to  the  Corporation  as  a corporate  body,  constituted 
by  and  acting  under  these  several  charters. 
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4850.  Do  they  not  act  under  the  directions  expressed  in  such  charters  ? — 

Certainly.  . 

4851.  Can  you  point  out  any  line  or  part  of  either  charter  winch  gives  them 
the  authority  claimed,  of  distributing  the  surplus  light  dues  in  charity  ?— The 
charter  of  confirmation  of  King  James  the  2d  expressly  refers  to  the  application 
to  charitable  purposes. 

4852.  The  application  of  what?— The  application  of  their  revenues  to  chari- 

table purposes.  And  when  a subsequent  grant  was  made  to  them,  by  which 
they  were  to  collect  a certain  toll,  I contend  that  whatever  portion  of  the  toll 
is  hot  eonsomed  by  the  maintenance  of  the  light  for  which  it  was  granted,  is 
applicable  to  the  general  purposes  of  the  Corporation.  The  tolls  are  all  granted 
expressly  “ without  account,”  and  it  is  to  be  assumed  therefore  that  the  Cor- 
poration was  entitled  to  apply  them  as  they  applied  other  funds  in  their  pos- 
session.  .... 

4853.  You  have  been  asked  what  were  the  funds  then  in  possession  of  the 
Trinity  House,  or  receivable  by  the  Trinity  House,  for  the  purposes  stated  in  the 
charter  ?— Among  other  revenues,  the  profits,  derived  from  the  offices  of 
beaconage  and  buoyage,  which  there  is  no  question  they  have  a right  to  apply 
to  charitable  purposes. 

4854.  Were  lighthouse  dues  included  in  that  charge  ?— Lighthouses  are  not 
expressly  mentioned  in  the  Act  of  Elizabeth,  hut  there  is  Very  high  and  indis- 
putable authority  that  lighthouses  are  marks  and  signs  for  the  sea,  within 
the  meaning  of  the  Act  of  Parliament  and  the  charter. 

4855.  What  authority  do  you  allude  to? — In  a marginal  note  to  Lord 
Coke’s  4th  Institute,  folio  149,  it  is  stated  that,  in  the  1st  of  James  1,  it 
■was  resolved  by  the  two  Chief  Justices,  Attorney  and  Solicitor,  that  the  8th  of 
Elizabeth  extended  as  well  to  lighthouses  in  the  night  as  to  beacons,  &c.  by  day. 

4856.  In  what  suit  or  case  was  that  opinion  given  ? — It  was  upon  the  occasion 
of  some  dispute  between  the  Trinity  House  and  one  Thomas  Bushell,  a private 
projector  of  lights,  towards  the  close  of  Queen  Elizabeth’s  reign.. In  1616  also, 
in  a case  with  Sir  William  Erskine  and  Captain  Meldrum,  Sir  Francis  Bacon, 
then  Attorney-general,  reported  his  opinion,  “ That  lighthouses  are  marks  and 
signs,  within  the  meaning  of  the  statute  and  charter  and  in  1617.,  Sir  Henry 
Yelverton,  then  Attorney-general,  and  others  of  the  King’s  Council,  reported 
also,  “ That  lighthouses  are  sigus  and  marks  within  the  meaning  of  the  statute 
aforesaid.’’ 

4857.  Sir  G.  Clerk.]  In  what  Act  of  Parliament  or  grant  are  lighthouse  dues- 

first  mentioned? — I do  not  recollect  that  they  are  mentioned  in  any  Act  of 
Parliament  of  an  earlier  date  than  the  30th  of  Charles  the  2d  ; the  time  of  the 
grant  of  the  Winterton  Lights,  which  was  by  patent,  not  by  Act  of  Parliament. 
They  may  be  mentioned  in  an  earlier  Act  of  Parliament,  but  I am  not  aware  of 
it.  I believe  the  Winterton  Light  grant  of  the  25th  May,  in  the  30th  of  Charles 
the  2d,  is  the  first  where  they  are  mentioned.  . . 

4858.  Chairman .]  And  that  is  a patent  which  was  granted  to  the  Trinity 
House,  and  afterwards  cancelled? — Yes. 

4859.  Sir  G.  Cleric.]  What  was  the  next? — The  next  was  the  Scilly  grant, 
the  32cl  of  Charles  the  2d. 

4860.  And  that  expressly  names  lighthouse  dues,  and  directs  the  application 
of  them? — An  allowance  for  the  maintenance  of  the  lights. 

4861.  Does  it  not  direct  the  application? — Certainly;  for  the  relief  of  old 
and  indigent  seamen,  their  widows  and  orphans. 

4862.  There  being  at  that  time  a doubt  whether  the  Crown  had  the  power  to 
grant  any  such  tolls  at  all  ? — I am  not  aware  of  any  such  doubt  at  that  time. 

4863.  The  power  in  the  Trinity  House  to  apply  whatever  surplus  might  arise 

from  the  tolls  for  the  lights  to  charitable  purposes  to  which  their  other  funds 
were  applicable,  appears  to  be  established  by  the  two  cases  of  the  letters 
patent,  namely,  the  Winterton  and  Scilly  Lights? — The  application  of  them 
is  expressly  recognized  by  these  two  patents.  . 

4864.  Chairman.]  The  last  document  set  forth  in  the  case  of  1822  is  the 

patent  for  the  Portland  Light ; does  not  that  patent  empower  the  Corporation 
to  erect  a lighthouse  and  levy  a toll  ? — Yes.  , 

4865  Does  it  not  also  state  that  the  toll  was  granted  for  the  purpose  of  de- 
caying the  necessary  charges  of  erecting  the  lighthouse,  and  for  the  contmua 
.maintenance  of  the  light  ? — It  does.  „ 

0 4866.  Does- 
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4S66.  Does  it  give  a power  to  distribute  the  profits  in  charity  ?— No,  there  is  j0jm  Teesdale  Esq- 

no  express  power,  but  it  says,  “ The  tolls  are  granted  unto  the  Master,  Wardens,  — 1 

and  Assistants  of  the  Trinity  House  at  Deptford  Strond  aforesaid,  and  their  3 July  1845. 
successors  and  assigns  for  ever,  without  account,  or  any  other  matter  or  thing 
to  be  therefore  rendered  to  us,  our  heirs  or  successors,  for  the  same,  or  any  part 
thereof.” 

4867.  How  can  such  an  application  of  the  funds  of  the  Portland  Lights  be 
lecral,  when  the  instrument  for  raising  a tax  upon  the  subject  gives  no  sanction 
to°it? — It  gives  it  to  the  Corporation  without  account.  The  patent  is  granted 
to  a corporate  body  ; they  are  recognized  as  being  a corporate  body,  and  they 
are  to  receive  all  the  tolls  without  account,  and  therefore  it  is  to  be  assumed 
they  are  to  apply  them  as  they  apply  their  other  funds. 

4868.  Is  it  not  stated  they  are  for  the  control  and  maintenance  of  the  lights? 

— Certainly  ; that  of  course  would  be  the  primary  object. 

4869.  Is  there  any  mention  there,  as  there  is  in  the  patent  for  the  Scilly  Light, 
or  is  there  any  permission  or  direction  given  to  apply  any  portion  whatever  of 
the  light  dues  to  charity  ?— Certainly  not ; there  is  no  such  direction  in  any  one 
of  the  patents,  from  the  Scilly  Lights  patent  down  to  the  present  time,  either 
in  the  Portland  or  the  others  ; but  all  of  them  are  “ without  account,”  and 
therefore  I maintain,  humbly,  that  the  Corporation  are  at  liberty  to  apply  the 
surplus  revenues  derived  from  these  tolls  to  their  charitable  purposes  ; and  there 
is  an  express  legislative  recognition  of  this  right  in  the  3d  of  Geo.  4th,  c.  Ill  ; 
at  that  time  a very  large  proportion  of  the  numerous  patents  which  the  Cor- 
poration now  hold  had  been  granted,  therefore  the  application  of  the  surplus 
revenue  derived  from  the  whole  of  them  is  recognized  by  that  Act. 

4870.  You  have  admitted  that  in  none  of  the  original  charters  is  there  any 
mention  of  the  word  lighthouse,  or  the  application  of  the  dues  ? — I have  ad- 
mitted that,  but  I have  shown  at  the  same  time,  by  the  highest  authority,  that 
lighthouses  have  been  decided  to  be  sea-marks  and  beacons  within  the  meaning 
of  the  Act  of  Parliament  and  the  charter  of  Elizabeth. 

4871.  In  1822,  how  many  lighthouse  grants  had  you;  had  not  the  Corpo- 
ration in  1822,  when  that  opinion  was  given,  the  management  of  upwards  of  22 
lighthouses? — Yes  ; I should  say  that  at  least,  if  not  more. 

4872.  How  many  of  these  patents  were  submitted  with  the  case  ? — None,  ex- 
cept the  Winterton,  Scilly,  and  Portland  patents ; for  it  was  stated  that  all  the 
succeeding  grants  were  on  the  same  principle  as  the  Portland  patent ; they  were 
all  without  account,  and  none  referred  to  charitable  purposes. 

4873.  They  all  state  that  the  toll  shall  be  reasonable? — No;  they  give  an 
express  toll  in  each  case. 

4874.  I repeat  the  question  : as  three  Acts  of  Parliament,  affecting  materially 
the  situation  of  the  Trinity  House,  have  been  passed  since  you  took  that  opinion, 
do  you  maintain  the  opinion  you  gave  in  your  letter,  that  these  Acts  do  not  oc- 
casion any  change  to  warrant  an  opinion  being  now  taken  as  to  the  legality  of 
the  proceedings  in  question  ? — I still  retain  the  same  opinion  ; and  I think  the 
Acts  of  Parliament  which  have  been  subsequently  passed  rather  confirm  the 
authority  of  the  Corporation  than  otherwise ; there  is  nothing  in  any  one  of  them 
to  dispute  their  authority. 

4875*  Neither  by  express  words  nor  by  implication  ? — I do  not  recollect  a 
single  Act  of  Parliament  in  which  there  is,  even  by  implication,  any  distrust 
of  the  authority  of  the  Corporation  to  apply  their  revenues  to  charitable 
purposes. 

4876.  Have  you  in  any  other  grant  of  a lighthouse  now  existing  any  express 
authority  for  appropriating  the  surplus  of  the  light  dues,  except  that  for  the 
Scilly  Lights? — No,  I think  not:  the  Winterton  patent  was  only  referred  to  as 
evidence,  and  the  Portland  does  not  refer  to  charitable  purposes ; but  the  tolls- 
are  in  that  patent  granted  without  account,  and  every  subsequent  grant  is  in 
the  same  form. 

4877.  But  without  any  such  clause  as  there  is  in  the  patent  for  the  Scilly' 

Lights  ? — Without  any  such  clause. 


0.3d. 
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MINUTES  OF  EVIDENCE  TAKEN  BEFORE  THE 


Jacob  Herbert,  Esq. 
3 July  1845. 


Jacob  Herbert,  Esq.  re-called  ; and  further  Examined. 

4878.  Chairman .]  ARE  not  the  Master  and  Deyuty-master  of  the  Trinity 
House  elected  annually,  every  Trinity  Monday?— They  are. 

4879.  Is  the  election  decided  upon  by  a majority  of  voices  of  the  Elder  Bre. 
thren present?— As  regards  the  Deputy-master,  that  is  so;  but  as  regards  the 
Master,  the  votes  of  the  Younger  Brethren  present  are  also  taken. 

4880.  Have  the  Younger  Brethren  of  the  Corporation  any  votes  in  the  elec- 
tion  of  the  Deputy-master ?— Not  of  the  Deputy-master;  of  the  Master  they 
have. 

4881.  What  number  of  Younger  Brethren  in  general  attend?— To  the  extent, 
perhaps,  of  20  or  30. 

4882.  In  what  way  are  they  summoned  ? — They  are  never  summoned. 

4883.  Does  not  the  charter  direct  that  the  Master  shall  be  elected  by  the 
consent  of  the  voices  both  of  the  Elder  and  Younger  Brethren?— It  does;  and 
the  election  of  the  Master  is,  in  point  of  fact,  so  made ; but  the  same  direction  does 
not  apply  to  the  Deputy-master. 

4884.  The  direction  is,  “ that  there  shall  and  may  be  chosen  from  henceforth 
annually  for  ever,  on  the  morrow  after  Trinity  Sunday,  or  at  any  other  time  of 
the  year,  and  in  such  convenient  place  as  for  the  commodity  of  the  said  guild, 
fraternity,  or  brotherhood  it  shall  be  thought  fit  and  convenient,  by  a consent 
of  most  voices  of  the  said  guild,  fraternity,  or  brotherhood  (as  well  of  Elder  as 
Younger  Brethren),  one  Master”  ?— That  applies  only  to  the  Master.  It  will  be 
perceived  that  the  direction  as  to  the  election  of  the  Deputy-master  is  somewhat 
different,  as  it  applies  to  the  Elder  Brethren  only,  and  does  not  include  the 
Younger  Brethren. 

4885.  Is  there  any  direction  given  for  summoning  the  Younger  Brethren  to 
attend  the  meeting  for  the  election  ? — There  is  not. 

4886.  And,  in  practice,  there  are  no  summonses  issued? — No  summonses  are 
issued,  but  they  always  attend. 

4887.  They  are  not  excluded  if  they  attend  ?— On  the  contrary,  express  orders 
are  given  for  their  admission. 

4888.  And  they  attend  when  the  election  takes  place  annually  ? — Certainly. 
488g.  Do  the  Elder  Brethren,  once  elected,  continue  during  life?— Yes. 

4890.  Admiral  Dundas.]  How  many  Younger  Brethren  are  there? — They  are 
unlimited. 

4891.  What  is  the  qualification  for  Younger  Brethren  ? — The  qualification,  by 
usage,  has  for  a very  long  period  been,  that  of  a master  commanding  a vessel  in 
the  foreign  trade,  trading  to  foreign  parts. 

4892.  Naval  men  are  qualified  ? — Yes. 

4893.  How  long  after  a Younger  Brother  is  admitted  is  it  before  he  is  allowed 
to  vote  for  the  election  of  Master  ? — Immediately. 

4894.  Have  you  any  instance  of  a man  retiring  from  the  Board  from  age  or 
infirmity  ? — We  have. 

4895.  And  in  that  case  do  you  allow  him  a pension  ? — No. 

4896.  Do  any  of  the  civilians  who  are  Elder  Brethren  vote  for  the  Master  or 
Deputy-master? — They  do. 

4897.  Is  there  any  qualification  as  to  the  age  of  the  Master  of  the  lnnity 
House,  or  the  Elder  Brethren  ? — There  is  no  express  regulation  on  that  point, 
there  exists  a general  understanding  that  the  age  of  an  Elder  Brother,  at  the  time 
of  his  election,  shall  not  much  exceed  50. 

4898.  Mr.  Dimcan.~\  Have  all  the  honorary  members  votes? — Yes;,  they  are 
all  at  liberty  to  attend  every  meeting  of  the  I3oard  the  same  as  the  voting  h er 
Brethren. 

4899.  Chairman .]  But  in  practice  they  do  not  ? — Not  frequently. 

4900.  Do  they  ever  attend? — Yes.  We  had  an  instance,  a very  ulustrio 
instance,  not  many  years  ago,  in  the  person  of  his  late  Majesty,  before  his  acce 
sion ; he  used  to  preside  as  Master  at  the  courts,  and  I have  had  the  honou 
sitting  by  his  side  many  hours,  he  taking  part  in  the  business  of  the  Corpora 
the  same  as  any  other  Brother. 

4901.  In  point  of  fact,  they  may  attend  if  they  please? — They  may. 
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Mr.  William  Harris  Rayden,  called  in ; and  Examined. 

4902.  Chairman.']  WITH  what  business  are  you  connected? — As  regards 
shipping?  I am  managing  owner  of  the  sailing  packets  to  Madeira,  and  I am 
also  connected  with  other  vessels. 

4903.  How  long  have  you  been  in  that  situation  ? — I have  been  acting  for 
the  Madeira  packets  now  12  years ; since  1833. 

4904.  Where  do  you  reside? — My  house  of  business  is  No.  3,  Sun-court, 
Cornhill. 

4905.  Have  you  any  observations  to  make  respecting  the  light  dues  which 
the  vessels  under  your  charge  pay? — We  find  them  a very  heavy  tax. 

4906.  Will  you  explain  in  what  way  ? — Our  vessels  make,  upon  an  average, 
five  voyages  a year  each,  and  being  regular  packets,  they  keep  their  time  like 
steam-boats,  so  that  they  go  away  at  times  with  a very  small  cargo,  not  more 
than  30/.  or  40 1.  freight;  and  therefore  having  to  pay  these  light  dues  so  many 
times  a year  is  a very  serious  drawback  upon  the  aggregate  amount  of  their 
earnings. 

4907.  Are  you  able  to  state  the  aggregate  amount  of  freight  received  each 
year,  and  the  per-centage  of  these  light  dues  upon  that  amount  ? — I am  not 
prepared  exactly  to  state  that ; sometimes  the  ships  have  gone  out  with  only 
30/.  or  40 1.  freight,  and  sometimes  they  have  made  as  much  as  170/.,  but  not 
for  several  years. 

4908.  Mr.  Chapman .]  You  say  they  each  make  five  voyages  in  the  year ; what 
was  the  average  amount  of  freight  upon  the  last  five  voyages  ? — Upon  the  last 
five  voyages,  I should  say  the  average  outward  freight  was  50  /.  ; and  the  amount 
of  fight  dues  paid  by  our  vessels  is  from  16  /.  to  18  /.  upon  the  voyage. 

4909.  What  sized  vessels  are  they? — One  which  arrived  this  morning  is  190 
tons  register,  or  242  under  the  old  Act.  We  pay  according  to  the  new  mea- 
surement. The  other  vessel  now  upon  her  passage  is  233  tons,  new  measure- 
ment. The  expense  of  the  lights  and  harbour  dues  is  from  16  /.  to  18/. 

4910.  How  much  of  that  is  for  harbour  dues? — We  began  this  trade  with  a 
brig  of  179  tons,  and  the  amount  of  lights  and  harbour  dues  per  voyage  for  that 
vessel  was  14  /.  11  s.  5 d.  We  paid  to  the  Trinity  House,  for  lights  alone,  for 
that  vessel,  3/.  15  s.  outward,  and  3/.  19  5.  inward  ; and  we  paid  the  passing 
tolls  for  Ramsgate  and  Dover  harbours,  and  other  places  (of  which  we  cannot 
avail  ourselves,  for  we  never  put  in),  5 /.  19  s.,in  and  out ; making  13  /.13  s.  for 
the  voyage.  As  the  steam-boats  have  come  in  competition  with  us,  we  have 
found  it  necessary  to  increase  the  tonnage  of  our  vessels.  One  (the  Eclipse)  is 
223  registered  measurement,  and  246  old  measurement.  She  pays  11  /.  15  5.  5 d. 
per  voyage,  for  lights  only;  5/.  65.  11  d.  out,  and  6/.  8 s.  6d.  in.  We  pay 
besides  6 /.  10  5.  per  voyage  for  harbour  dues.  The  other  vessel,  the  Grace 
Darling,  of  190  tons,  new  measurement,  and  242  old  measurement,  pays  for 
light  dues  outward,  4 /.14  s.  11  d.,  and  inward,  5 /.  13  s.  5 d.,  making  10/.  8 s.  4 d. 
per  voyage.  We  also  pay  for  harbour  dues  5 /.  16  s.,  in  and  out. 

491 1-  That  is  149  /.  per  annum  for  light  dues  for  the  three  ships,  reckoning- 
each  ship  at  five  voyages  ? — Yes ; but  allow  me  to  mention,  the  Dart  is  no 
longer  in  existence.  That  ship  made  45  voyages,  and  now  is  replaced  by  the 
Grace  Darling.  We  have  only  two  vessels  ; they  go  every  five  weeks. 

4912-  Chairman .]  Have  you  any  steam-boats  now  in  competition  with  you  in 
the  trade  to  Madeira? — Yes,  we  have. 

4913-  Have  you  been  obliged  to  lower  your  fares  in  consequence? — We  have 
been  obliged  to  lower  our  passage  money. 

4914.  What  is  the  freight  to  Madeira? — Thirty  shillings  per  ton  out;  we  get 
scarcely  anything  but  wine  home,  and  that  is  20  s.  per  pipe. 

49*5»  Have  you  been  obliged,  by  the  competition  of  steam-boats,  to  lower  your 
rates  ? — Y es,  01  passage  money. 

4916-  How  much?— We  used  to  get  25/.  for  passengers  home;  now  we  get 
20  /.,  and  find  the  passengers  with  bedding. 

4917-  So  that  whilst  your  profits  are  decreasing  the  light  dues  continue  the 
same? — Yes  ; they  have  rather  increased  within  the  last  four  years,  I think.  . 

°*36.  RR2  4918.  Admiral 
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3 July  1845. 
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3l6  minutes  of  evidence  taken  before  the 

4Ql8.  Admiral  Dundas .]  There  is  an  additional  light  upon  Beacliy  Head?— 
Yes. 

4010.  Mr.  Chapman.']  Y011  stated  that  three  vessels  paid  149/.  per  annum, 
making  five  voyages  each  ; can  you  state  the  average  amount  of  freight  upon 
those  five  voyages,  and  the  per-centage  of  the  light  dues  upon  the  freights  M 
may  say  that  each  vessel  would  earn  about  2,0001.  a year  upon  the  five  voyages 
out  and  home ; that  would  be  about  one  and  a half  per  cent,  upon  the  gross 

^Oao.  Chairman.']  Can  you  state  the  capital  invested  in  the  two  vessels,  the 
“ Eclipse”  and  the  “ Grace  Darling”  1— About  8,5001. 

4001  Have  you  any  objection  to  state  the  per-centage  of  the  light  dues  upon 
the  profits  of  the  vessels  ?— ' The  accounts  last  year  were  between  3001.  and  4001. 
on  the  wrong  side ; that  is,  taking  the  actual  amount  of  charges,  and  the  gross 
freights  and  passage  money  received. 

4922.  Without  making  any  allowance  for  deterioration  and  the  interest  of 
money? — Yes. 

4923.  In  the  present  state  of  the  trade,  with  the  competition  existing  on  the 
part  of  the  steam-boats,  shall  you  he  able  to  continue  the  trade  with  sailing 
vessels?— We  mean  to  try  it  for  another  year,  and  it  will  depend  upon  the  result 
of  that  whether  we  will  continue  it. 

4024.  Would  a reduction  of  the  light  dues  assist  you  materially  in  carrying  ou 
the  trade  ?—  We  feel  they  are  a serious  charge;  but  I would  not  propose  that 
they  should  be  much  reduced,  because  the  charge  is  not  of  that  magnitude  as 
to  affect  the  working  of  the  vessels. 

4925.  Are  you  aware  that  a considerable  portion  of  the  light  (lues,  that  is,  the 
surplus  beyond  the  maintenance  of  the  lights,  is  applied  to  charitable  purposes? 
Yes ; I suppose  it  is  from  that  source  the  pensions  of  the  Trinity  House  are 

^ 4926.  Admiral  Dundas.~\  The  general  feeling  of  the  ti’ade  is,  that  the  light 
dues  area  heavy  charge  ?— Yes ; they  are  a heavy  charge  upon  vessels  making 
frequent  voyages,  the  aggregate  amount  of  whose  freights  is  not  more  than  the 
freights  of  vessels  going  long  voyages  and  paying  only  once. 

4027.  Chairman .]  Have  you  any  other  observation  to  make  respecting  the 
pressure  of  the  light  dues  ? — I am  not  aware  of  anything,  except  that  1 consider 
the  passing  tolls  for  Ramsgate  and  Dover  harbours  very  heavy,  especially  upon 
ships  which  cannot  avail  themselves  of  those  places  of  refuge. 


Mr.  William  Rush. 


Mr.  William  Bush,  called  in ; and  Examined. 

4928.  Chairman.]  OF  what  profession  are  you  ?— I am  an  Engineer. 

4020.  Will  you  state  the  circumstances  connected  with  the  light  which  you 
have  been  attempting  to  erect  on  the  Goodwin  Sands  ?— In  1837  1 t0°  , “JL. 
patent  for  erecting  caissons  for  sinking  foundations  for  lighthouses  and  ott* 
buildings  upon  sand  banks.  In  1836  it  was  brought  before  the  bhipw^ 
Committee,  and  since  that  it  has  been  before  the  Lords  of  the  Adnur  ) 

Trinity  Board.  I made  an  application  to  the  Admiralty  to  allow  me  to  f 
a light  upon  the  Goodwin  Sands,  and  it  was  more  than  three  years  betoie 
get  permission  to  do  so. 

4930.  In  what  way  did  you  get  that  permission  ?— In  a written  fo 

4931.  Have  you  got  that  document  ?— Unfortunately  I lost  that  letter 

•Elberfeldt,  coming  from  Holland.  , . lfU1 

4932.  When  did  you  begin  the  work  ? — I began  the  work  at  Deal  1 * t_ 

4933-  What  was  the  result? — I constructed  a caisson  to  take  out  ° 

house  upon  the  Goodwin  in  1341,  and  unfortunately  in  going  out,  bang  f ^ 
pared  to  take  out,  Captain  Bullock  run  his  vessel,  which  had  it  in  tow,  a ~ ^ 
being  afloat,  and  of  course  I was  sent  adrift  down  very  near  to  bantl0' , *t  0Ut 
The  tide  was  then  past  high  water,  and  of  course  it  was  useless  o , ^ 
that  day.  Captain  Washington  came  up  at  that  time  in  the  bnearwa  > callie 
Monkey  steamer  towed  it  up  to  Deal  pier,  and  it  sunk  there,  an  -eceS 

on  a gale  of  wind  and  destroyed  it.  It  was  then  obliged  to  be  a again. 
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again,  and  rebuilt  the  next  year.  Permission  was  granted  by  the  Admiralty  Mr.  William  Bush. 

to  build  it  in  the  dockyard  of  Deal.  It  was  ultimately  towed  out  on  the  22d  

October  1841,  and  placed  on  the  Goodwin  Sands.  3 July  1845. 

4934.  Upon  what  part  of  the  Goodwin  Sands  ? — The  North  Caliper ; that  was 
the  spot  arranged  by  the  Trinity  Board  and  the  Admiralty.  A letter  was  sent  to 
Captain  Bullock  by  Captain  Beaufort,  to  proceed  immediately  to  the  Downs  to 
lay  it  down. 

4935.  What  authority  had  you  as  to  the  spot  where  you  were  to  lay  it  down  ; 

— I had  only  authority  to  place  it  where  the  buoy  was,  and  Captain  Bullock  was 
directed  to  place  the  buoy. 

4936.  State  what  took  place  afterwards ; did  you  take  it  out  and  place  it  on 
the  North  Caliper  ? — I placed  it  upon  the  North  Caliper.  I had  the  plates  all 
ready  in  a government  lighter  to  proceed  immediately  to  the  Downs  that  night ; 
but  the  Monkey  was  to  tow  the  lighter  out,  and  an  order  came  down  for  the 
Monkey  to  proceed  immediately  to  Woolwich  : we  had  no  steamer  then  to  take 
out  the  plates,  and  they  laid  all  night  upon  the  Goodwin  Sands  ; we  worked  all 
night,  and  it  came  on  a gale  of  wind  when  we  had  got  about  half  the  top  plates 
on ; about  12  o’clock,  it  being  spring  tides,  the  sea  rolled  completely  over  it. 

4937.  What  height  was  it  at  that  time? — It  was  then  42  feet  high. 

4938.  How  high  did  you  intend  to  make  it  ? -One  hundred  and  ten  feet  alto- 
gether. 

4939.  What  was  the  diameter  of  the  caisson  ? — Thirty  feet  diameter. 

4940.  How'  had  you  erected  it? — It  was  a caisson  sunk  by  means  of  air  cham- 
bers; and  by  letting  out  the  air  it  was  filled  with  water. 

4941.  How  far  had  it  sunk  down  in  the  sand  ? — In  the  gale  of  wind  that  day 
it  sunk  down  about  20  feet. 

4942.  Did  it  still  keep  its  upright  position  ? — Nearly  so,  until  three  or  four 
days  afterwards,  when  it  wrent  over  to  the  northward  ; then  it  came  to  the  west- 
ward, and  then  it  went  to  the  southward. 

4943.  Having  no  fixed  base  ? — No,  being  all  hollow. 

4944.  What  became  of  it  then  ? — It  was  then  destroyed  as  far  as  down  to  low- 
water  mark. 

4945.  In  what  way  was  it  destroyed? — All  the  side  plates  were  driven  out  by 
the  sea. 

4946.  Has  it  been  rebuilt  since  ? — I have  rebuilt  it  twice  since  then.  It 
is  now  nearly  complete. 

4947.  State  the  dimensions  ? — The  base  is  30  feet  in  diameter.  It  is  sunk  in 
the  sand  24  feet ; from  that  a solid  shaft  rises  of  36  feet  high  to  the  lantern, 
above  high-water  mark,  and  2 feet  in  diameter ; on  the  top  of  that  shaft  there  is 
a chamber  with  cooking  apparatus ; that  is  an  octagon  of  6 feet  diameter,  and 
6 feet  high ; the  next  chamber  is  an  octagon  of  1 0 feet,  and  6 feet  high ; and 
a sleeping  room,  an  octagon  of  6 feet,  and  about  6 feet  high ; there  being  three 
rooms  altogether : at  the  top  there  is  an  octagon  of  12  feet,  which  will  hold  30 
people. 

4948.  What  is  the  diameter  of  the  lantern? — Five  feet;  the  glass  I propose 
is  2 feet  1 wide,  and  3 feet  6 high. 

4949.  How  do  you  get  up  ? — By  a spiral  staircase  outside,  with  hand-railings, 
balusters  all  the  way  up.  In  case  of  distress,  the  column  would  hold  100  to  150 
people, 

495°-  Has  any  one  slept  in  it  ? — My  family  have  slept  there  for  the  last  three 
weeks ; and  during  that  time  we  have  had  many  heavy  gales. 

4951*  What  authority  had  you  from  the  Trinity  House  to  place  it  in  that 
exact  situation  ? — It  was  marked  upon  a plan  settled  by  the  Trinity  House  and 
Captain  Beaufort. 

4952-  By  whom  was  that  plan  made? — By  me. 

.4953-  By  whom  was  the  position  fixed? — By  Captain  Beaufort.  I was 
directed  to  put  it  where  the  buoy  was  placed. 

4954-  Then  it  was  placed  under  the  direction  of  the  Lords  of  the  Admiralty  ? 

-Yes. 

4955*  Had  you  any  written  authority  for  that  purpose  ? — Yes. 

4956.  Of  what  nature? — Captain  Bullock  was  to  proceed  immediately  to  the 
Downs,  and  place  a buoy  for  the  caisson  upon  the  North  Caliper. 

0.36.  r u 3 4957-  Bid 
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4957.  Did  Captain  Bullock  so  proceed  ?— Yes,  he  placed  it  there,  and  put  a 

flag  upon  it.  . 

4958.  Are  we  to  understand  that  the  caisson  is  now  placed  in  the  actual 
position  on  the  Goodwin  Sands  pointed  out  by  Captain  Bullock,  by  the  direction 
of  the  Admiralty? — -Yes. 

4959.  Has  it  been  moved  from  that  position? — Never. 

4960.  Did  the  Trinity  Board  suggest  any  other  position  where  it  might  be 

placed  p The  Trinity  Board  wished  to  place  it  in  another  position. 

4961.  Had  you  any  correspondence  with  the  Trinity  Board  upon  the  subject? 
—No  ; I went  backwards  and  forwards  between  the  Trinity  House  and  the  Ad- 
miralty for  a long  time,  and  Captain  Beaufort  marked,  the  spot  upon  the  plan, 
which  I now  produce,  and  g'ave  me  directions  to  place  it  on  that  buoy. 

4962.  And  you  have  so  placed  it? — Yes. 

4963.  Where  did  the  Trinity  House  propose  to  place  it  ? — In  four  fathoms 
water. 

4964.  In  how  many  fathoms  water  is  it  now  ? — In  two  fathoms. 

4965.  Would  there  have  been  any  difficulty  in  placing  it  in  four  fathoms 
water? — I stated  to  the  Trinity  Board  that  if  it  was  placed  in  four  fathoms,  I 
should  like  to  have  the  base  of  the  caisson  larger,  as  that  was  only  30  feet,  and 
it  was  an  experimental  beacon  for  a lighthouse,  and  as  it  was  at  my  own  risk 
and  expense,  I would  place  one  anywhere  of  greater  dimensions  if  required. 

4966.  Have  all  these  operations  been  conducted  at  your  own  sole  expense?— 
At  my  own  sole  expense. 

4967.  Have  you  any  objection  to  state  how  much  money  you  have  expended? 
—About  12,000 1,  and  five  years  of  my  time. 

4968.  What  was  your  object  in  making  these  experiments? — To  carry  out  my 
patent. 

4969.  That  being  a patent  for  erecting  lighthouses  upon  sands? — Yes. 

4970.  Do  you  consider  the  experiment  has  completely  succeeded?— I con- 
sider, so  far  as  it  has  gone,  it  has. 

4971.  Has  it  been  up  long  enough  to  try  it? — It  has  been  up  two  years,  in 
severe  gales  of  wind. 

4972.  Is  it  now  perpendicular? — Yes. 

4973.  What  base  is  it  resting  upon  ? — Hard  sandstone ; we  bored  down  to 
the  bottom. 

4974.  Do  you  consider  that  it  can  be  sunk  any  lower? — No,  I do  not  think 
the  shaft  would  sink  any  lower ; we  have  tried  every  means  to  make  it  sink. 

4975.  What  means  have  you  used? — By  boring;  I expect  the  base  rests 
upon  hard  sand  stone. 

4976.  Have  you  any  means  of  ascertaining  whether  it  rests  upon  a level  all 
round  ? — Yes,  because  the  shaft  remains  perpendicular. 

4977.  It  is  a perfect  upright  ? — Yes. 

4978.  What  does  it  require  to  complete  it  ? — I am  going  to  fill  the  caisson 
with  concrete. 

4979.  What  is  the  thickness  of  the  metal  plates  of  the  old  caisson  you  used . 
— Inch  thick. 

4980.  Have  you  any  means  of  ascertaining  how  the  iron  will  stand  the  action 
of  the  water? — We  have  taken  out  bolts  on  purpose  to  see;  they  have  been 
eaten  away  with  rust.  We  put  down  a piece  of  iron  inside  the  caisson,  and  let 
it  remain  for  a few  days,  and  it  came  out  as  bright  as  steel,  and  black. 

4981.  Have  you  had  time  to  try  the  effect  ? — Yes  ; we  found  the  screw  of  the 
bolt  as  perfect  as  when  it  was  put  down ; but  between  the  head  and  the  screw  it 
oxidizes. 

4982.  Have  you  made  any  application  to  the  Admiralty  to  test_  the  experi- 
ment you  made  at  their  suggestion  ? — I have  applied  both  to  the  Admiralty  ana 
to  the  Trinity  House. 

4983.  Mr.  Chapman. ] At  the  time  your  first  building  was  carried  away,  was 

it  in  exactly  an  upright  position  ? — No  ; Captain  Bullock  made  a false  report  0 
the  Admiralty,  and  1 insisted  on  a fresh  survey,  and  they  sent  down  Commander 
Tomline,  of  the  Camperdown,  and  the  Master,  M‘Donald,  who  reported  favour- 
ably  thereupon.  ^ what 
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4984.  What  was  the  nature  of  your  application  to  the  Admiralty? — My  appli- 
cation was  that  I had  nearly  completed  the  lighthouse  on  the  Goodwin,  all 
except  the  lantern,  and  I wished  them  to  send  down  a scientific  man  to  make 
a report  on  the  practicability  of  the  undertaking. 

4985.  Chairman .]  What  answer  did  you  get?— The  Admiralty  referred  me 
to  the  Trinity  Board. 

4986.  What  answer  did  you  get  from  the  Trinity  Board  ? — On  the  29tli  May 
1845  I received  the  answer  I hold  in  my  hand,  from  the  Trinity  Board.  (The 
same  was  delivered  in.) 

4987.  Have  you  any  stays  to  sustain  this  ? — Yes  ; 12  stays. 

4988.  Do  you  consider  that  they  are  sufficient  to  sustain  it  ? — Yes  ; and  I 
have  laid  down  plates  for  three  more. 

4989.  Do  you  intend  to  fill  the  caisson  with  concrete  ? — Yes. 

4990.  What  other  objects  have  you  in  view  ?— If  it  was  filled  in  it  would  become 
main  land  in  a twelvemonth  ; people  would  walk  on  it ; but  it  would  be  useless 
for  me  to  go  to  the  expense  of  6,000  l.  to  get  stone. 

4991.  Admiral  Dundas.]  What  is  your  object  in  petitioning  the  House  of 
Commons  ? — That  I may  get  a grant  of  the  sand,  to  embank  it  as  a fortification 
and  harbour  of  refuge,  as  shown  in  the  drawings. 

4992.  Do  you  also  pray  in  your  petition  that  it  may  be  surveyed  by  compe- 
tent authority  ? — Yes. 

4993.  Mr.  Chapman.']  Your  intention  was  to  make  a harbour  upon  that  spot? 
—Yes;  and  it  would  be  the  finest  harbour  in  the  world. 

4994.  Chairman.']  Are  we  to  understand  that  your  principal  object  now  is  to 
have  a survey  made  by  competent  authority,  to  ascertain  how  far  it  is  sufficiently 
capable  of  being  used  for  the  purpose  you  intend  it  for  ? — Certainly ; by 
scientific  men. 

4995-  Do  you  wish  it  to  be  surveyed  before  it  is  filled  with  concrete,  or  after  ? 
— I should  like  to  have  it  surveyed  both  before  and  after. 

4996.  How  many  tons  of  stone  would  you  propose  to  put  in  the  caisson  ? — 
About  300  or  400  tons. 

4997-  Where  would  you  get  it  from  ? — I would  take  the  shingle  and  sand 
from  Deal,  and  mix  it  with  cement,  and  it  would  become  as  hard  as  the  rock 
itself. 

4998.  Who  stays  there  now  ? — My  son. 

499 9*  Does  he  sleep  there  at  night? — Yes;  my  wife  and  family  have  slept 
there  for  the  last  fortnight ; we  have  had  several  hundred  visitors  there  ; I have 
given  away  several  thousand  tickets  to  different  charities. 

5000.  Your  expenses  up  to  this  time  have  been  12,00 0l.? — Yes,  there- 
abouts. 

5°oi.  How  much  more  would  complete  it? — It  will  cost  me  another  20,000  L 
to  complete  it. 

5002.  The  lighthouse  alone  ? — With  the  embankment ; to  make  it  firm 
land. 

5003.  Admiral  Dundas.]  Do  you  consider  that  you  have  been  ordered  by  the 
Government  to  do  this  ? — I consider  that  I had  an  agreement  with  the  Ad- 
miralty ; I stated  I should  offer  it  to  them  at  a fair  value  when  it  was  complete ; 
1 would  not  take  any  advantage  of  them  ; or  that  they  should  give  it  to  me  freely, 
and  let  it  be  a voluntary  light  for  the  benefit  of  the  country. 

5004.  Chairman.]  In  what  way  was  that  agreement  come  to  ? — In  writing. 

5°05-  Have  you  any  agreement  or  document  to  that  effect? — I will  hand  in 

the  correspondence. 

5006.  Mr.  Grogan.]  You  do  not  consider  that  you  were  ordered  by  the  Go- 
vernment to  do  it  at  their  expense  ? — The  agreement  was,  that  I was  to  do  it  at 
my  own  expense  and  risk,  and  if  it  succeeded  they  were  to  have  an  offer  of 
it  at  a fair  valuation. 
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Lunce,  7°  die  Julii,  1845. 


MEMBERS  PRESENT. 

Mr.'A.  Chapman.  I Mr.  Grogan. 

Mr.  Duncan.  Mr.JHuine. 

Admiral  Dundas.  ! 


JOSEPH  HUME,  Esq.  in  the  Chair. 


Mr.  Henry  Vereker  and  Mr.  George  Halpin,  jun.  called  in ; and  Examined. 

5007.  Chairman.]  (To  Mr.  Vereker.)  WHAT  situation  do  you  hold  ’—Secre- 
tary to  the  Ballast  Board  in  Dublin. 

5008.  How  long  have  you  been  so  ?— Eleven  years. 

5009.  (To  Mr.  Halpin.)  What  is  your  situation  ? — Assistant  inspector  of  light- 
houses and  works. 

5010.  Who  is  the  inspector? — Mr.  Halpin,  senior. 

5011.  How  long  have  you  been  assistant  inspector? — Since  the  year  1830. 

50 1 2.  (To  Mr.  Vereker.)  Are  you  acquainted  with  the  Report  upon  the  Irish 
lights,  made  in  1834? — I have  seen  it. 

5G13.  Are  you  able  to  state  what  alterations  have  been  made  by  the  Board  in 
accordance  with  the  recommendation  of  that  Report? — Yes. 

5014.  First,  does  the  constitution  of  the  Board  remain  as  it  was  at  that  time, 
consisting  of  23  members ; viz.  the  Lord  Mayor  and  Sheriffs  for  the  time  being, 

3 aldermen  chosen  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen  from  their  own  body,  and  17 
members  appointed  by  themselves  ? — It  remains  the  same,  with  this  exception, 
that  by  the  Municipal  Corporation  Act  there  is  now  only  one  sheriff,  consequently 
that  takes  a member  from  the  Board. 

5015.  The  mavor  and  one  sheriff  continue  still  to  be  ex  officio  members? 
—Yes. 

5016.  Are  the  other  members  elected  for  life? — Yes;  the  1 7 elected  by  the 
Board. 

5017.  I observe  Admiral  Oliver  was  a member  in  1834 ; does  he  continue  to  be 
so  ? — He  still  continues. 

5018.  Is  there  any  other  seaman  upon  that  Board? — No. 

5019.  Do  they  continue  to  fill  up  vacancies  that  take  place,  by  their  own  votes? 
They  do. 

5020.  Have  any  Acts  passed  modifying  the  power  of  the  Board  since  1 834 ? — 
Y es,  the  Act  of  the  6 & 7 Will.  4,  c.  79  ; but  it  has  made  very  little  change. 

5021.  Does  the  establishment  for  the  maintenance  of  the  lights  remain  separate, 
as  it  did  in  1834? — It  does;  consisting  of  the  receiver,  the  comptroller  of  lights, 
the  secretary,  the  inspector  of  lighthouses  and  works,  the  book-keeper,  and  other 
persons  necessary  for  conducting  the  business  as  before. 

5022.  I observe  the  expense  of  that  establishment  in  1834  was  1,697?.  What 
is  the  expense  no\v  ? — There  has  been  a little  increase  since  that. 

5023.  By  a return  before  the  Committee,  the  expense  of  the  establishment  now 

appears  to  be  l.  ? — That  includes  the  expense  of  the  establishment,  as  well 

as  the  salaries  of  the  officers. 

5024.  Does  that  include  the  same  items  that  are  included  in  that  of  1834^'^ 
think  the  return  of  1 834  only  included  the  salaries  of  officers,  but  since  then  a 
proportion  of  the  expense  of  the  establishment  is  charged  to  the  lighthouse  fund, 
in  addition  to  the  salaries. 

5025.  Is  a proportion  of  the  expense  of  management  charged  in  that  last 
account? — Yes  ; the  salaries  of  the  officers,  and  a proportion  of  the  expense  of  the 

establishment,. 
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establishment  are  charged  against  the  lighthouse  funds.  The  Ballast-office  was 
originally  built  from  the  port  funds,  and  when  the  lighthouses  were  handed  over 
initio  to  the  Ballast  Board,  they  continued  to  conduct  the  business  in  the  old 
■establishment  without  any  charge  to  the  lighthouses  ; and  that  continued  for  some 
years,  but  then  it  appeared  to  the  Board  only  reasonable  that  the  lighthouses 
should  pay  a certain  part  of  the  office  establishment. 

5026.  Is  there  any  separate  committee  appointed  for  the  lighthouse  depart- 
ment?—-No;  the  business  is  conducted  by  the  Board  generally.  "One  day  in  each 
week  is  appropriated  exclusively  to  lighthouse  business,  and  the  business  is  con- 
ducted by  the  general  Board.  Matters  are  occasionally  referred  to  a committee 
for  inquiry,  who  report  to  the  Board,  but  there  is  not  a standing  lighthouse  com- 
mittee. 

5027.  In  the  last  year,  how  often  was  a committee  of  that  kind  appointed  ? — 
It  might  be  five  or  six  times. 

5028.  Do  you  keep  minutes  of  all  these  acts  r — Yes,  I keep  minutes  of  every- 
thing. 

5029.  In  1 834  there  was  one  general  inspector  of  all  the  works  in  the  port  of 
Dublin  (Mr.  Halpin)  ; does  he  continue  still  to  have  the  charge,  not  only  of  the 
lighthouses,  but  of  all  the  other  works? — He  does,  with  the  assistance  of  Mr. 
Halpin,  junior. 

5030.  (To  Mr.  Halpin.)  When  were  you  appointed  assistant  ? — In  1 830. 

5031.  It  appears  by  the  account  you  have  a salary  of  200  l.  a year  ; is  that  all 
the  emolument  you  receive  ? — That  is  all  the  emolument  I receive  connected  with 
lighthouses;  from  another  department  with  which  I have  some  business,  I have 
50 1.  a year;  the  whole  salary  being  250  l. 

5032.  Are  you  allowed  your  travelling  expenses  in  addition  to  that? — Yes ; 
the  mere  actual  expense  of  coach-hire  and  personal  expenses;  nothing  more 
than  the  actual  payments. 

5033.  Is  there  any  engineer  connected  with  the  department  appointed  to  draw 
plans  for  lighthouses,  and  give  estimates  for  repairs  ? — That  is  peculiarly  in  my 
province.  I have  been  educated  as  an  engineer ; I was  a pupil  of  the  late  Mr. 
Nimmo,  the  engineer,  and  served  a regular  apprenticeship  ; I also  had  some  prac- 
tice before  entering  the  Ballast-office.  Under  the  direction  of  the  Board  and 
Inspector,  it  is  my  duty  to  make  those  plans  and  estimates. 

5034.  In  an  order  made  for  an  account  of  the  salaries  and  bills  paid  to  the  sur- 
veyor and  engineer  for  plans,  commission,  and  travelling  charges,  by  the  Ballast 
Board,  for  services  at  the  lighthouses,  in  each  year,  from  1834  to  1844,  both 
inclusive,  the  return  is  nil ; is  the  Committee  to  understand  that  that  return  is 
correct? — The  Committee  will  perceive  a note  annexed  to  that  return,  and 
explanatory  of  it:  “All  surveys,  plans,  &c.  are  prepared  by  the  inspector  and 
assistant,  for  which  no  additional  salary  or  remuneration  is  paid.  Travelling 
expenses,  when  on  such  surveys,  are  charged  to  the  particular  lighthouse.” 

5°35-  Consequently  for  engineering  no  additional  charge  is  thrown  on  the 
department? — None  whatever. 

5036.  Is  Mr.  Halpin,  senior,  able  to  do  any  duty  in  the  lighthouse  department, 
or  is  it  deputed  to  you  alone? — He  does  duty  in  the  lighthouse  department.  He 
is  the  principal  in  the  department  of  lighthouses  and  works,  and  I am  the  assist- 
ant; but  the  preparation  of  plans  falls  more  peculiarly  to  the  province  of  the 
assistant  in  that  department. 

5037.  Who  is  the  executive  officer  who  visits  the  lighthouses,  to  inspect  the 

works  and  see  that  everything  is  carried  out  according  to  the  estimate? — The  in- 
rT[°r  *S  executive  officer ; but  I am  occasionally  sent  to  inspect  the 

lighthouses  and  works,  as  the  Board  may  think  necessary. 

5038.  Are  the  works  executed  by  contract  or  by  day-work,  as  formerly  was 
one.  They  are  executed  by  contract  principally;  indeed  in  aii  cases  now; 
ormerly  they  were  in  a great  measure  executed  by  the  workmen  of  the  corpora- 
>on,  under  the  direction  of  the  inspector  of  lighthouse  works,  ana  by  the  foremen 

anti  pay  clerks;,  now  the  great  bulk  of  each  lighthouse  building  is  done  by  public 
contiact,  after  advertisement  and  being  open  to  public  competition. 

5°39-  Whenever  the  w ork  to  be  done  can  be  estimated,  the  Board  have  pur- 
sued that  system? — They  have  pursued  that  system  since  1834;  and  although  in 
some  small  matters,  as  in  the  internal  fittings  of  the  lighthouses,  it  is  not  followed 
cut  to  the  end,  the  materials  for  such  works  are  altogether  by  public  contract. 
°'36.  S s 5040.  Do 
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5040.  Do  you,  as  inspector,  lay  before  the  Board  any  estimate  of  what  will  be 
the  expense  required  for  furnishing  tlie  interior  fittings,  and  doing  small  repairs  ? 
Yes. 

5041.  In  what  way  are  the  stores,  provided  ; oil  and  other  matters  required  for 
the  lighthouses?— The  stores  are  provided  by  public  contract.  There  is  every 
year  a public  advertisement,  which  comes  from  the  secretary’s  office,  and  the  con- 
tracts are  open  to  competition  from  all  quarters.  And  then  the  contractors  for 
each  article,  such  as  timber,  cordage,  and  other  stores,  are  declared  by  the  Board. 

5042.  Is  it  done  by  sealed  tenders  ?— Yes  ; in  all  cases  by  sealed  tenders, 
opened  by  the  chairman,  at  the  Board. 

5043.  Who  has  charge  of  the  general  stores  ?— Since  1834  a store  clerk  has 
been  appointed,  who  has  charge  of  the  stores. 

5044.  Is  there  a different  storehouse  for  the  lights  ? — There  is  a different  store- 
house for  the  lights. 

504,5.  Since  when  has  that  been  ? — Since  1 834. 

5046.  Who  receives  the  stores? — The  store  clerk. 

5047.  What  is  his  name  ? — William  O’Brien. 

5048.  What  duty  has  the  inspector  connected  with  them  ? — Simply  to  see  that 
the  stores  are  according  to  the  sample,  or  of  proper  quality. 

5049.  Agreeable  to  the  contract? — Yes;  to  ascertain  they  are  the  articles  re- 
quired as  ordered,  and  for  which  he  writes  a requisition. 

5050.  Who  is  the  comptroller? — Mr.  Bigger. 

5051.  The  gentleman  who  was  comptroller  in  1834?-- -Yes. 

5052.  Does  he  examine  all  the  accounts  that  are  delivered  ? — He  does.  They 
are  first  examined  and  certified  by  the  inspector ; they  are  afterwards  examined 
by  Mr.  Bigger ; they  are  then  examined  by  the  secretary  as  to  contract  prices; 
after  which  they  are  submitted  to  the  Board,  and  if  sanctioned  by  them,  are 
ordered  to  be  paid. 

5053.  In  whose  department  are  the  salaries  ? — They  are  fixed  salaries,  checked 
by  Mr.  Bigger,  and  are  submitted  to  the  Board  previously  to  payment. 

5054.  Are  not  the  salaries  of  the  keepers  of  lighthouses  in  Mr.  Bigger’s  de- 
partment ?— -The  salaries  of  lighthouse  keepers  are  at  fixed  rates,  which  are  never 
varied ; and  those  are  returned  to  the  Board  in  all  cases,  and  are  checked  by  the 
proper  officers  previously  to  going  before  the  Board. 

5055.  How  often  does  the  inspector  visit  the  lighthouses  ? — He  passes  round 
all  of  them  at  least  once  in  a year ; that  is,  he  makes  the  total  round  of  those  light- 
houses, and  probably  two  or  three  times  visits  such  of  the  lighthouses  as  maybe 
necessary,  but  never  less  than  one  or  two  general  visits  to  the  different  portions  of 
the  coast,  and  still  more  frequently  to  works  in  progress. 

505 6.  Does  he  make  a report  to  the  committee  upon  each  tour? — He  generally 
makes  a written  report,  but  either  verbal  or  written  in  all  cases. 

5057.  In  case  of  any  complaint,  or  anything  being  wrong,  does  he  report lhat 
in  writing  to  the  Board  ?— He  would  do  so  if  there  were  any  complaint;  but  there 
has  not  been  any  instance,  either  as  to  the  lights  being  out,  or  any  serious  neglect, 
during  many  years  past,  that  I can  recollect. 

5057*.  Have  any  of  your  lighthouse  keepers  or  servants  employed  about  the 
lighthouses  been  discharged  of  late  ? — I rather  think  there  have  been  two  or  three 
discharged  since  1 834,  but  none  of  late  years.  , 

5058.  By  whom  were  they  discharged  ? — They  were  in  the  first  place  suspense 

by  the  inspector,  and  then  brought  before  the  Board,  and  after  examination  of  the 
case  dismissed.  ... 

5059.  In  what  way  are  your  bills  for  repairs  examined  and  audited  ? The  hi  s 
for  repairs  are  in  the  first  instance  handed  to  the  inspector ; he  examines  an 
certifies  that  so  far  as  his  department  is  concerned  the  bill  is  correct : then  1 
passed  into  the  hands  of  the  ballast-master,  he  examines  the  calculations  an . 
dates;  and  then  it  is  sent  to  the  secretary  to  examine  as  to  the  contract  prices , 
after  which  it  is  submitted  to  the  Board,  and  if  it  is  passed  by  them  is  ordere  0 
be  paid,  and  is  subsequently  laid  before  them  with  the  proper  receipts  attacbei. 

5060.  In  what  way  are  your  accounts  audited  ? — There  is  an  annual  statement 
drawn  out,  and  every  account  goes  forward  as  a voucher  (the  receipt  being  j 
affixed)  to  the  Audit  Board  at  Somerset  House.  Formerly  the  accounts  " ^ 
audited  by  a Board  in  Dublin,  which  has  been  abolished,  and  now  the  acC0U" 
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and  superintendent  of  the  port  department  of  Dublin  ? — The  superintendence  of 
the  ballast-master  extends  only  to  matters  of  account. 

5063.  That  is  to  say.  he  receives  the  dues,  pays  the  bills  for  the  workmen,  and 
all  other  accounts? — Yes;  but  further  than  that  he  has  no  interference.  3 

5064.  He  is  the  accountant  r — The  accountant.  (Mr.  Vereker.)  He  interferes 
with  nothing  beyond  his  office  business. 

5065.  Is  there  any  superintendent  of  light-ships  ? — There  is. 

5066.  What  is  his  name? — Francis  I.  Turner. 

5067.  W'hat  is  his  salary? — £.  120. 

5068.  What  is  he  ? — An  old  navy  lieutenant. 

5069.  What  is  his  duty? — His  duty  is  to  see  that  the  light-ships  are  kept  in 
proper  order,  in  their  proper  positions,  and  in  case  of  their  drifting  to  have  there 
replaced,  and  to  see  that  a spare  light-ship  is  always  in  readiness  to  replace  any 
one  that  may  be  driven  from  her  station. 

5070.  How  many  floating  lights  are  there  ? — Three. 

5071.  Have  the  masters  of  the  light-ships  been  furnished  with  instructions  as 
before? — They  have. 

5072.  (To  Mr.  Halpin.)  Have  there  been  any  alterations  made  in  the  instructions 
given,  either  as  to  the  floating  lights  or  fixed  lights  ?— There  have  not  been  any 
additional  formal  instructions  issued  to  them,  but  the  inspector  has  from  time  to 
time  issued  some  explanatory  statements,  of  which  I have  copies  here.  They  have 
been  seen  by  some  members  of  the  Board,  but  were  not  formally  issued  by  the 
Board. 

5073.  Are  those  instructions  sent  to  everyone  of  the  fixed -light  keepers? — 

They  are. 

5074.  And  does  the  Board  require  the  duties  to  be  carried  on  agreeably  to 
those  instructions? — They  do,  particularly  as  to  the  general  instructions,  of  which 
the  other  papers  are  only  explanatory. 

50/5;  Are  these  entered  on  the  minutes  or  records  of  the  Board  ?— The  general 
instructions  are;  I am  not  aware  that  the  others  are. 

5076.  Is  the  inspector  at  liberty  to  make  any  alteration  in  any  instructions, 
without  the  sanction  of  the  Board? — No,  he  is  not,  nor  does  he  at  any  time 
venture  so  to  do  ; the  farthest  extent  to  which  the  statements  handed  in  go,  are 
as  to  fuller  details  explanatory  of  the  duties  of  the  lightkeepeis. 

5°77-  (To  Mr.  Vereker .)  Will  you  state  any  alterations  which  you  recollect  to 
have  been  made  in  the  proceedings  of  the  Board  since  1834? — There  has  been  a 
table  of  dues  made  according  to  the  Act  of  6 & 7 Will.  4,  c.  79,  which  is  hung 
up  at  each  custom-house,  having  previously  obtained  the  sanction  of  Her  Majesty 
in  Council.  J J 

5078.  Is  not  that  table  uniform  as  to  the  charge  for  lights? — It  is. 

What  is  the  uniform  charge  made  for  each  light? — A halfpenny  per  ton 
pei  light,  for  foreign  vessels ; and  a farthing  per  ton  per  light,  for  foreign  privileged 
vessels,  and  for  British  and  coasting  vessels. 

50bo.  Do  the  British  over-sea  and  coasting  vessels  pay  the  same  ? — They  do. 

5081.  And  foreigners,  not  having  reciprocity  treaties,  pay  double? — Yes,  but 
there  are  very  few  of  them  now. 

5082.  W hat  other  alterations  have  been  made  ? — Almost  everything  has  been 
one  by  contract,  where  it  could  be  so  done. 

U ^ Have  there  been  any  complaints  made  by  the  shipping,  of  any  of  the 
"gflts  .-r-None  whatever. 

5084.  Have  there  been  any  complaints  of  difficulty  of  distinguishing  one  light 
hom  another  ?— I never  heard  of  any. 

5085.  No  representations  on  that  subject? — None  whatever. 

th  T -k'  . r‘  halpin.)  In  what  way  are  they  principally  distinguished  upon 

e Irish  coast  r— 1 1 here  are  five  modes  of  distinguishing  the  lights:  first,  there 
p.e  white  lights,  as  at  Howth  Bailey ; 2dly,  fixed  red  lights,  as  at  Howth 
ier  lighthouse ; 3dly,  revolving  white  lights,  as  at  Innistrahul  lighthouse  ; 4thly, 

■3  • s s 2 revolving 


are  sent  to  the  Audit  Board  here,  and  minute  details  of  every  description  are  stated 
in  the  account  sent. 

5061.  Does  the  inspector  of  lighthouses  act  as  inspector  of  the  ballast  depart- 
ment, or  any  other  of  the  works?— He  acts  as  inspector  of  the  works  in  the 
harbour  department,  but  during  the  time  that  he  is  occupied  in  the  lighthouse 
inspection  he  attends  solely  to  lighthouse  business. 

5062.  Does  the  comptroller  of  lighthouse  dues  continue  to  act  as  ballast- 
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See  Appendix, 
No,  51. 


revolving  white  and  red  lights,  as  at  Tusker  Hock  lighthouse ; and,  5thly,  inter- 
mining  lights,  as  at  St.  John's  Point  lighthouse. 

C087  (To  Mr.  Vereker.)  Now  of  the  floating  lights  what  are  the  distinguishino- 
marks  ?— The  floating  lights  are  under  Mr.  Turner.  The  light  at  the  Kish  Bank 
has  three  lanterns,  one  on  each  mast ; and  at  Arklow  Bank,  one  lantern  on  the 
mainmast;  aud  at  the  Coningbeg  Rocks,  one  on  the  mainmast,  and  one  on  the 

°rra88.'  (To  Mr.  Halpin.)  In  1S34  there  were  33  land  lights  and  three  floating 
iioiits  of  which  26  were  public  general  lights,  and  nine  local  or  harbour  lights; 
what  ’are  the  numbers  now  ?— Fifty-nine,  exclusive  of  the  Belfast  Harbour  light. 
50Sg.  What  do  they  consist  of?— There  are  27  coast  lights,  three  floating 

lights,  and  2Q  harbour  lights.  . 

-oqo  How  many  of  them  are  maintained  by  the  Ballast  Board  ! — fhey  are  all 
maintained  by  the  Ballast  Board,  exclusive  of  the  Belfast  Harbour  light. 

5001.  It  is  stated  in  the  return  that  there  are  27  coast  lights,  three  floating 
lights,  and  29  havbour  lights,  all  maintained  by  the  Ballast  Board;  is  that 
correct  ? — That  is  correct. 

5092.  What  other  lights  are  there  on  the  coast  or  m harbour  not  maintained  by 
the  Ballast  Board  ? — Only  one  ; that  is  the  one  at  Belfast  Loch. 

5093-  (To  Mr.  Vereker .)  Are  there  any  charges  made  for  the  harbour  lights? 
— There  are. 

5094.  Does  the  Ballast  Board  receive  those  dues  ? — Y es. 

5095.  I observe  that  there  are  216  burners  in  all  the  harbour  lights:  is  the 
money  collected  sufficient  to  pay  the  expense  of  those  lights  ?— In  some  cases 
more  than  sufficient ; in  others  not  enough. 

5096.  Is  it  sufficient  upon  the  whole  ?— I scarcely  think  the  money  raised 
altogether  would  pay  the  expense.  (Mr.  Halpin.)  At  present  it  does  not,  because 
17  of  the  lights  are  not  as  yet  chargeable,  and  not  included  in  the  last  table;  and 
of  course  at  present  the  expenditure  is  greater  than  the  income. 

5097.  Mr.  Duncan.')  Can  you  state  the  amount  of  revenue  derived  from  the 
single  light  at  Belfast  Loch,  which  is  not  in  connexion  with  the  others  ?— There 
is  no  toll  chargeable  for  that  light. 

5098.  Is  that  under  the  control  of  the  Ballast  Board  ?— It  is  maintained  by 
the  Ballast  Board  of  Belfast,  but  is  under  the  control  of  the  Ballast  Board  of 
Dublin . 

5099.  Chairman.)  Have  you  erected  any  lighthouses  since  1834?— We  have. 

5100.  Has  the  propriety  of  their  erection  been  submitted  to  the  Trinity  Board? 
— Yes ; in  all  cases  that  is  done.  I have  a statement  here,  which  I drew  out  by 
the  direction  of  the  Committee,  of  the  lighthouses  erected  since  1834.—  {The 
same  was  delivered  in.) 

5101.  (To  Mr.  Vereker.)  I observe  your  name,  as  secretary,  to  an  account  laid 
before  the  Committee,  stating  the  total  expenditure  in  1833  was  23,351/*  16 5. 
for  the  whole  lighthouse  expenditure  ; and  in  the  year  1843,  26,500/.  165.  Does 
that  cover  the  maintenance  of  all  the  new  lighthouses  erected  since  1834?  Yes. 


5102.  (To  Mr.  Hatpin!)  Then  have  the  expenses,  upon  the  whole,  been  re- 
duced ? — They  have. 

5103.  Can  you  state  the  average  expense  of  each  burner  in  the  lighthouses,  or 
in  what  way  do  you  make  the  comparison  ? — Taking  it  either  by  an  average  0 
the  whole,  or  the  average  of  the  coast  and  harbour  lights,  or  by  the  average  expense 
of  maintaining  one  burner. 

,5104.  Will  you  prepare  and  hand  in  a statement  of  the  annual  cost  of  main- 
taining one  burner  ? — I will  do  so. 

5105.  Have  you  established  any  new  lenses,  or  made  any  improvements  in  tie 
lighthouses  since  1834? — We  have  only  one  refracting  light,  that  at  St.  Johns 
Point,  Dundrum  Bay ; but  the  Board  have  determined  on  adopting  the  refracting 
apparatus  at  Tory  Island,  Loop  Head,  and  Rathlinobyrne  Island. 

5106.  Have  these  been  erected  under  your  inspection  ? — They  have. 

5107.  Were  the  refractors  prepared  in  Ireland  or  England? — They  were  pi 
pared  in  England.  The  refractors  were  got  from  Cookson,  ot  Newcastle,  ant  a 
portion  of  the  brass  and  iron  work  from  Wilkins,  of  Long-acre,  London. 

5108.  From  whom  do  you  obtain  your  reflectors  generally  ? — From  the  o' 
Plate  Company,  near  Birmingham  ; they  are  ordered  by  the  inspector,  undet 

direction  of  the  Board.  u 

5109.  Have 
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5109.  Have  you  compared  the  prices  at  which  they  were  supplied  to  you,  with 
those  supplied  to  the  Scotch  and  English  lighthouses  ? — I have  not  recently  done 
so,  but  considerable  reduction  has  taken  place  in  the  cost  of  those  supplied  to 
the  Irish  lights. 

5110.  Are  the  reflectors  copper,  silvered  over' — Copper,  with  silver  plates. 

5111.  What  is  the  size  of  your  burners? — Seven-eighths  of  an  inch  to  one 
inch  in  diameter. 

5112.  What  is  the  size  of  the  parabolic  reflectors? — Those  generally  in  use  are 
21  inches  in  diameter;  some  are  of  a larger  size. 

5113.  Are  they  made  from  any  pattern  used  in  England,  or  from  your  own? — 
We  supplied  a sectional  draft  some  years  since,  but  I believe  they  are  nearly 
similar  to  those  in  England. 

5114.  What  kind  of  burners  do  you  use? — We  use  the  ordinary  argand  bur- 
ners, similar  to  those  in  the  English  lighthouses. 

5115.  You  do  not  use  any  of  the  French  lamps? — We  have  only  one  of  those 
lamps  in  use,  at  St.  John’s  Point,  which  has  four  concentric  wicks  ; but  the  Board 
have  determined  on  supplying  them  to  the  lights  at  the  stations  before  named. 

5116.  What  oil  is  used  generally? — Sperm  oil. 

5117.  Have  you  tried  any  rape-seed  oil,  or  any  other  oil? — Not  unless  as  mat- 
ter of  experiment.  I have  tried  it,  but  it  has  not  been  adopted  in  the  light- 
houses. 

5118.  Are  you  aware  that  Mr.  Wilkins  has  used  rape-seed  oil  in  several  light- 
houses ? — 1 am  not. 

5119.  Are  you  aware  that  it  is  used  by  the  Trinity  House,  in  the  light-ship  at 
the  Nore  and  other  places  ? — I am  not  aware  that  it  has  been  introduced  further 
than  as  an  experiment. 

5120.  Have  you  ever  visited  the  lighthouses  in  France? — No,  I have  not. 

5121.  Are  you  aware  that  for  12  or  14  years,  rape-seed  oil  has  been  used  in 
the  French  lights  ? — I am. 

5122.  You  know  that  the  price  of  rape-seed  oil  is  one-half  less  than  the  sperm? 
— Yes ; but  the  same  light  is  not  derived  at  half  the  expense.  Though  it  may  be 
half  the  cost  by  the  gallon,  you  will  not  have  the  same  light  at  half  the  cost. 

5123.  Have  you  made  any  experiments  to  know  what  quantity  of  rape-seed 
oil  is  used,  in  comparison  with  sperm  ? — I have  not  made  any  lengthened  experi- 
ments so  as  to  speak  positively  on  the  subject,  but  I have  read  the  opinion  of  com- 
petent experimentalists  who  have  been  of  that  opinion. 

5124.  Mr.  Duncan.']  You  think  rape-seed  oil  has  not  the  same  illuminating 
power  as  sperm? — Exactly  so. 

5125.  You  cannot  state  that  as  the  result  of  your  own  experiments? — I have 
not  made  sufficient  experiments  to  speak  positively. 

5126.  Chairman .]  Have  you  visited  any  of  the  English  or  Scotch  lighthouses  ? 
— I have  ; the  last  English  lighthouse  I visited  was  the  one  at  St.  Katherine’s. 

5127.  In  the  general  superintendence  and  management  of  3'our  lighthouses, 
except  in  the  points  which  you  have  stated,  very  little  alteration  has  taken  place 
since  1 834  ? — I cannot  at  this  moment  recollect  any  other  material  changes. 

5128.  Have  there  been  any  local  harbour  lights  established  since  1834? — 
There  are  15  of  the  new  lights  in  the  list  I have  handed  in  which  are  harbour 
lights,  and  five  are  coast  lights. 

5129.  Upon  whose  application  were  the  coast  lights  erected  ? — There  is  a 
return  before  the  Committee,  stating  the  different  parties  who  applied  for  those 
lights. 

513°-  1°  what  manner  are  the  harbour  lights  established;  upon  whose  appli- 
cation?— Upon  the  application  of  various  parties,  who  are  stated  in  that  return  : 
the  Ballast  Board,  the  Chambers  of  Commerce,  and  the  persons  interested  in  the 
shipping  and  trade  of  the  different  ports,  are  the  parties  usually  making  the  appli- 
cation. 

5131.  What  measures  are  taken  by  the  Ballast  Board,  upon  such  applications, 
to  ascertain  whether  they  are  proper  to  be  complied  with  ? — They  direct  their 
inspector  to  examine  the  site,  and  report  upon  the  subject ; and  having  obtained 
his  report,  if  they  concur  in  that  opinion  they  then  forward  the  documents  to  the 
Trinity  Board  for  their  opinion  and  sanction  ; and  upon  receiving  the  sanction  of 
the  Trinity  Board  the  measure  is  duly  carried  into  effect. 

5132.  (To  Mr.  Vereker.)  Do  the  Ballast  Board,  as  a committee,  ever  visit  any  of 
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the  lighthouses  ?— Not  as  a committee  ; but  they  occasionally  visit  the  lighthouses 
individually. 

5133.  But  their  efficiency  is  intrusted  to  the  inspector? — Yes. 

5134.  And  upou  him  devolves  the  duty  of  officially  inspecting  them? — Yes; 
but  the  members  of  the  Board  occasionally  visit  the  lighthouses  and  make  obser- 
vations on  their  return,  but  do  not  make  official  reports. 

5135.  Is  it  requisite  there  should  be  a condition  annexed  that  the  parties  ap- 
plying for  a lighthouse  are  willing  to  pay  the  toll? — That  is  the  general  practice; 
when  parties  make  such  applications  they  state  they  are  willing  to  pay  the  toll. 

5136.  Is  the  same  charge  made  for  the  harbour  lights  as  the  coast  lights  ? — 
The  same;  a farthing  per  ton  per  light. 

5137.  Has  any  alteration  been  made  in  the  charges  for  collection? — None, 
except  a reduction  of  10  per  cent,  in  the  Port  of  London,  as  stated  in  the  return 
before  the  Committee;  10  per  cent,  was  paid  in  the  Port  of  London  in  1834, 
and  there  has  been  an  alteration,  so  that  the  charge  now  is  uniformly  five  per 
cent. 

5138.  By  a return  signed,  by  Mr.  Bigger,  it  appears  that  the  commission 
amounted,  in  the  year  1843,  to  1,530?.  15.S.  6 d. ; did  that  include  the  whole 
expense  of  collection? — No,  commission  only;  it  may  be  considered  almost  as 
including  the  whole  amount,  the  other  charges  being  very  trifling,  merely  postage 
and  carriage  of  parcels.  The  repayment  of  dues  is  a different  matter  altogether  ; 
that  is,  when  duties  are  levied  on  an  outward  voyage,  and  the  vessel  does  not  pro- 
ceed by  that  course,  the  amount  of  the  difference  is  refunded. 

5139.  In  a paper  signed  by  Mr.  Bigger,  of  the  expenses  of  lighthouses  in  Ire- 

land for  10  years,  there  are  several  different  heads ; for  example,  to  take  the  head 
of  lighthouse  stores,  it  appears  that  in  1 843  the  expense  was  L ; will  you 

explain  what  is  included  under  the  head  of  lighthouse  stores  in  the  first  column  ? — I 
am  not  aware  of  the  exact  items  which  compose  the  amount  in  each  column,  but 
I believe  it  includes  the  expenses  of  lighthouse  stores,  and  such  articles  as  have 
not  been  charged  to  the  lighthouses  separately. 

5140.  What  I wish  to  know  is,  whether,  under  the  words  “lighthouse  stores,” 
a proportion  of  the  expenses  for  the  office  in  Dublin  is  included  ? — I am  not  pre- 
pared to  go  into  the  details  of  that  account. 

5141.  Is  not  the  rule  to  apportion  the  expenses  to  each  of  the  lighthouses  sepa- 
rately ? — I rather  think  it  has  not  been  apportioned  in  that  particular  column. 

.5142.  (To  Mr.  Halpin.)  Where  is  the  oil  principally  delivered  ? — It  is  delivered 
at  the  lighthouse  stores  in  Dublin. 

5143.  How  is  it  sent  round  to  the  different  lighthouses? — It  is  sent  partly  in 
the  lighthouse  store  vessel,  and  partly  in  vessels  freighted  by  public  tender.  The 
different  brokers  and  shipmasters  are  called  upon  to  offer  tenders  for  freights,  and 
it  is  done  in  that  way  by  public  competition. 

5144.  How  many  vessels  are  maintained  for  that  purpose? — Only  one  vessel 
permanently  maintained  for  the  lighthouses. 

5145.  What  is  the  expense  of  maintaining  that  vessel? — The  annual  expense 
is  about  800  1. 

5146.  Is  that  a steam-vessel  ? — No,  a sailing-vessel. 

5147.  Have  you  no  steam-vessel? — No  steam-vessel  permanently  employed; 
we  occasionally  employ  steam-vessels  for  particular  purposes. 

5148.  Are  all  the  other  stores  delivered  in  the  same  manner  at  Dublin,  or  at 
the  different  lighthouses  ? — They  are  delivered  in  Dublin  ; occasionally  purchases 
of  stores  are  made  in  the  country,  but  they  are  inconsiderable  in  quantity  or 
amount.  The  great  bulk  of  the  stores,  such  as  oil,  timber,  cordage,  slates,  and  so 
forth,  are  delivered  at  the  lighthouse  stores  in  Dublin,  and  sent  by  vessels  to  the 
different  lighthouse-  stations. 

5149.  (To  Mr.  Vereker.)  Have  you  a tender  for  supplying  the  lightships  ? — Yes, 
the  “ Welcome”  cutter  is  employed  in  that  service;  that  and  the.  one  employed 
in  attending  on  the  lighthouses  are  the  only  two  employed  by  the  Board. 

5150.  What  does  the  account  you  hold  in  your  hand  show  to  be  the  gross 
revenue  for  the  last  four  years  ? — It  shows  the  gross  revenue  somewhere  about 
50,000?.,  from  1840  to  1843  inclusive. 

515*-  That  is  the  average  net  receipt,  is  it  not  ? — The  net  receipt. 

5152.  (To  Mr.  Halpin.)  In  the  account  of  the  expenditure  for  lighthouse  stores, 
there  is  an  amount  of  7,843  l. ; will  you  stale  what  is  included  under  the  head  ot 

furniture 
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furniture  and  utensils  ? — Furniture  and  utensils  would  mean  beds,  chairs,  tables, 
and  so  forth. 

5153.  Articles  not  belonging  to  the  lights?— Not  belonging  to  the  lights;  I am 
not  aware  of  the  exact  items  comprised  in  that  column,  so  that  I cannot  speak 
positively. 

5154.  This  account  is  not  drawn  up  by  you? — No;  by  the  book-keeper. 

5155.  (To  Mr.  Vereker.)  Is  there  any  expense  for  clothing  for  the  keepers  of 
the  lighthouses  and  lightships  ? — There  is  a very  small  amount  connected  with  the 
boys  on  board  the  lightships,  who  are  clothed  and  fed,  but  receive  no  wages. 

5156.  Under  the  head  of  miscellaneous  charges  there  is  4,197/.;  what  does 
that  include? — It  includes,  among  other  things,  law  charges  and  expenses  of 
attending  inquests  for  valuing  the  ground,  as  empowered  by  law,  for  lighthouse 
purposes  ; I am  not  aware  at  present  of  all  the  items  comprised  under  that  head. 

5157.  What  are  the  actual  receipts  for  the  year  1843? — In  1843  the  gross 

receipts  are 

5158.  What  are  the  net  receipts? — £.  50,047. 

51 59.  Whati  s the  net  expenditure  for  the  same  year,  including  ordinary  repairs  ? 
— The  net  expenditure  for  1843,  including  building  and  repairs,  is  21,432  l. 

5160.  Leaving  a surplus  of  how  much? — £.  28,000. 

5161.  Would  that  be  about  the  annual  surplus  during  the  last  10  years? — 
Scarcely  so  much  ; the  revenue  has  increased  latterly. 

5162.  How  has  that  surplus  been  applied  ?— In  building  and  repairs,  as  stated. 

5163.  Would  there  be  a considerable  balance  ? — Yes,  there  is  in  the  hands  of 
the  Board  at  present. 

5164.  What  is  the  balance  in  hand? — I think  from  40,000/.  to  50,000/.  at 
present. 

5165.  (To  Mr.  Halpin.)  Have  you  any  lighthouses  now  in  erection? — Yes. 

5166.  What  are  they? — Rathlinobyrne  and  Roanrick,  in  Bantry  Bay;  those  are 
the  only  two  in  the  course  of  erection  at  present. 

5167.  And  what  will  the  expenses  of  these  amount  to? — I have  not  estimated 
the  amount;  but  I have  the  materials  with  me  in  London  for  stating  the  expense. 

5168.  The  expenses  are  not  likely  to  amount  to  the  balance  now  in  hand? — 
No,  nothing  like  it ; the  great  bulk  of  the  work  has  been  done  at  both  places. 

5169.  (To  Mr.  Vereker.)  Are  there  any  measures  in  progress  for  reducing  the 
charge  on  your  lights  ? — There  is  a new  Table  before  Her  Majesty  in  Council 
at  present. 

5170.  You  have  sent  in  an  application  proposing  to  reduce  the  rates? — Yes. 

5171.  What  is  the  reduction  you  propose  ? — It  is  proposed  to  reduce  them  10 
per  cent. 

5172.  That  Table  has  not  yet  been  approved  by  the  Queen  in  Council? — 
It  was  submitted  to  the  Queen  in  Council  in  March  1 844 ; there  were  some  clerical 
errors  in  the  Table,  and  it  was  sent  back  for  correction. 

5173-  Mr.  Chapman .]  Have  you  received  any  answer? — Not  as  yet. 

5174.  Chairman .]  In  what  way  can  you  make  a reduction  of  10  per  cent.  ? — By 
taking  10  per  cent,  off  every  light  bill. 

5175-  You  continue  the  farthing  per  ton  per  light,  but  you  make  a reduction 
of  10  per  cent,  on  each  light  bill  ? — Yes  ; and  it  is  proposed  by  the  Board  to  make 
a further  reduction  as  soon  as  the  funds  will  admit,  but  the  Government  have  a 
claim  on  the  Board  of  4,000/.  per  annum. 

5176.  Upon  what  ground  do  they  claim  it? — Upon  the  ground  of  an  Act  of 
Parliament  for  the  erection  of  Kingstown  Harbour,  by  which  it  was  provided  that 
43ooo  l.  should  be  paid  from  the  lighthouse  fund  until  60,000  /.  were  repaid  to  the 
Government. 

5177*  Have  you  ever  paid  that? — No  ; but  there  is  a correspondence  with  the 
Treasury  at  present  upon  that  subject. 

5178.  Mr.  Chapman .]  Do  they  claim  it  all  together? — No;  the  way  the  Act 
runs  is  this : when  the  Ballast  Board  shall  have  4,000  /.  clear  surplus  revenue  in 
their  hands,  beyond  the  ensuing  year’s  expenditure,  they  shall  pay  the  4,000  /.  to 
the  Government. 

5179-  Have  you  not  had  a greater  surplus  than  that? — No,  not  after  retaining 
the  ensuing  year’s  expenditure. 

5180.  What  progress  have  you  made  with  the  project  for  erecting  a light  upon 
the  Kish  Bank? — Messrs.  Mitchell,  who  are  the  patentees  for  erecting  lighthouses 
with  screw-piles,  undertook  to  place  screw-piles  on  the  north  end  of  this  bank,  in 
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such  a manner  that  they  could  erect  a lighthouse.  They  proceeded  with  the  work, 
and  it  was  going  on  very  well  till  the  month  of  November  1841.  In  that  month) 
before  the  piles  were  properly  braced  together  and  the  diagonal  stays  attached,  a 
heavy  <rale  came  on  from  the  south-east : the  weather  had  previously  been  so 
stormy° and  unsettled  that  Messrs.  Mitchell  had  found  it  difficult  to  proceed  with 
the  work,  and  that  accounted  for  the  piles  not  being  properly  braced ; and  under 
the  action  of  this  heavy  gale  and  sea,  the  piles  were  unable  to  withstand  their 
violence,  and  fell. 

5181.  Then  is  it  the  intention  of  the  Ballast  Board  to  erect  a new  lighthouse 
upon  piles  at  that  spot? — They  have  not  decided  upon  that  yet;  there  is  a pro- 
position on  the  part  of  Messrs.  Mitchell  to  allow  the  sum  already  paid  as  part 
payment,  in  the  event  of  any  new  arrangement  being  made  for  erecting  a light- 
house upon  piles  a little  more  to  the  southward  and  westward  of  this  station. 

5182.  What  was  the  amount  of  the  contract? — £.  5,100. 

5183.  What  proportion  was  paid? — One  half. 

5184.  Then  there  has  been  no  decision  come  to  as  to  the  prosecution  of  the 
work? — It  has  not  been  finally  decided  on. 

5185.  Is  it  likely  that  such  a thing  will  be  adopted  ? — I am  inclined  to  think 
the  Board  very  much  wish  to  have  a fixed  light  in  that  position,  in  lieu  of  the 
floating  light. 

5186.  At  the  present  moment  the  light-vessel  rides  where  she  always  did?— 
Yes. 

5187.  And  the  Board  have  come  to  no  decisive  resolution  as  to  the  removal  of 
the  light-ship,  and  adopting  a screw-pile  lighthouse  in  her  room  ? — The  light- 
vessel  cannot  be  removed  until  a lighthouse  is  completed ; and  the  Board  have 
paused  a little  in  consequence  of  the  accident.  However,  I believe  they  are 
anxious  to  have  a fixed  light  in  that  position,  in  place  of  the  floating  light,  from 
the  very  great  advantage  the  one  possesses  over  the  other. 

5188.  In  the  event  of  another  trial  and  another  failure,  what  steps  could  you 
take  for  recovering  the  money  advanced  ? — Messrs.  Mitchell  have  given  security ; 
but  it  is  personal  security,  and  will  not  cover  the  loss.  They  refused  to  be  bound 
for  so  heavy  an  outlay  as  would  cover  the  full  amount  of  the  contract. 

51 8g.  What  was  the  estimated  cost  of  the  lighthouse  ? — £.  5,100. 

5190.  And  a contract  was  entered  into  for  that  amount? — Yes. 

5191.  Was  that  for  the  building  the  lighthouse  complete  ? — Except  the  lighting 
apparatus. 

5192.  What  description  of  lighthouse  was  to  be  placed  upon  those  piles?— It 
was  intended  to  be  a refracting  light. 

5193.  Was  the  building  to  be  of  iron,  the  same  as  the  one  at  the  entrance  of 
the  Thames  ? — It  was. 

5194.  Mr.  Duncan."]  You  say  Messrs.  Mitchell  entered  into  a contract  to  erect 
this  lighthouse  for  5,100/.;  did  they  give  security? — They  gave  security,  but  not 
to  the  full  extent. 

5195.  What  description  of  security  did  they  give  ? — Personal  security,  under  a 
bond. 

5196.  To  what  extent  did  they  give  security? — I think  the  security  was  to  the 
amount  of  500 1. 

5197.  Mr.  Chapman.]  Did  you  advance  anything? — Nothing  until  the  work, 
was  so  far  completed  as,  under  the  agreement,  entitled  them  to  demand  the  first 
instalment,  which  amounted  to  2,550 1. 

5198.  Have  you  paid  the  2,550/.,  or  any  portion  of  it? — That  sum  has  been 
paid.  (Mr.  Hatpin.)  I would  mention  that  the  iron  piles  are  quite  recoverable 
still.  They  are  not  sanded  over,  and  they  will  no  doubt  be  lifted  either  by  the 
Board  or  Messrs.  Mitchell ; so  that  the  loss  will  be  confined  to  the  cost  of  the 
labour. 

5199.  That  is  to  say,  if  you  are  able  to  apply  them  to  that  purpose  anywhere 
else? — They  will  answer  for  beacon  perches  on  rocks. 

5200.  Mr.  Duncan.]  Is  the  Committee  to  understand  that  you  are  inclined  to- 
go  on  with  the  same  arrangement  you  now  have  with  Messrs.  Mitchell  ? — I cannot, 
answer  for  what  the  Board  will  ultimately  decide  upon.  (Mr.  Vereker.)  They 
will  not  go  on  with  the  present  arrangement;  whether  they  will  enter  into  any  new 
arrangement  I am  not  prepared  to  say. 

5201.  Have  you  followed  up  the  bond  for  the  500  /.  security? — No;  in  conse- 
quence of  the  proposition  of  Messrs.  Mitchell,  that  if  the  Board  would  enter  into. 

a new 
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a new  arrangement,  they  were  willing  to  allow  the  3,550 1.  to  stand  in  part  pay- 
.pent  of  any  new  undertaking.  , , „ , „ 

/ro02  Is  there  any  other  information  you  wish  to  lay  before  the  Committee 
relative  to  the  light  on  the  Kish  Bank?— The  object  of  the  Board  in  proposing  to 
erect  a light  on  the  end  of  this  bank  was,  that  they  should  exhibit  a steady,  bril- 
l'ant  and& powerful  light,  not  affected  by  the  motion  of  the  sea,  as  in  the  light-ship, 
not  fiable  to  drift,  or°similar  casualties  ; and  the  Board  thought  the  many  advan- 
ces resulting  from  a fixed  light,  was  sufficient  to  warrant  their  going  to  the 
expense  of  erecting  it ; besides,  when  the  light  was  once  finished,  the  expense 
vould  be  much  less  than  that  of  the  light-ship.  A light-ship  requires  sails  and 
rigging,  and  a crew  of  8 or  10  men  in  case  of  accident.  In  every  way  the  expense 
is  considerably  more  than  that  of  a fixed  light. 

<203.  In  every  point  of  view,  you  think,  if  this  work  of  Messrs.  Mitchell  was 
carried  out,  it  would  be  a great  benefit  to  the  shipping  ?— It  would  be  a decided 
benefit  in  every  respect  if  completed.  I think  from  what  I have  stated,  the  Com- 
mittee will  see  the  advantages  that  would  result  from  it ; but  there  must  be  a 

certain  risk  in  everything  of  that  kind.  ........ 

5204.  You  stated,  I think,  that  no  applications  had  been  made  for  fresh  lights 

since  1834? There  have  been  applications  since  1834,  but  I am  not  aware  of 

there  being  any  at  present. 

5205.  Was  there  not  some  correspondence  between  your  Board  and  the  Nor- 
thern Light  Commissioners,  as  to  the  light  on  Raughlin  ?— There  was  a good  many 
years  a»o.  As  well  as  I can  recollect  the  transaction,  there  was  a communication 
received  from  the  Commissioners  of  Northern  Lights,  stating  they  thought  a light 
upon  Rathlin  would  be  useful  to  the  shipping,  and  in  case  the  Ballast  Board  would 
consent  to  it,  they  would  remove  the  light  from  the  top  of  the  Mull  of  Cantyre,  and 
build  it  on  the  Isle  of  Sanna.  The  light  on  the  top  of  the  Mull  of  Cantyre  is  too 
high  ; it  is  obscured  by  fogs,  and  it  has  been  remarked  on  as  badly  situated  for 
the  General  benefit  of  shipping,  by  the  Trinity  Board  themselves.  It  was  arranged 
that" the  light  on  the  Mull  of  Cantyre  should  be  placed  on  Sapna,  and  that  the 
Ballast  Board  should  then  erect  a light  on  Raughlin  Island,  showing  a light  on  each 
side  of  the  entrance  of  the  Channel  for  the  trade  of  Glasgow,  Greenock,  White- 
haven, Liverpool,  Belfast,  and  other  ports  in  that  vicinity. 

5206.  Was  that  in  1842? — No,  it  was  some  years  back.  In  1843,  the  Trinity 
Board  again  touched  on  the  subject  in  a report,  of  which  I have  a copy. 

5207.  At  what  period  was  your  first  correspondence  with  the  Northern  Light 
Commissioners? — Ten  or  twelve  years  ago. 

5208.  Mr.  A.  Cuningham  stated  before  this  Committee,  that  on  the  19th 
January  1842,  a letter  from  the  Ballast  Board  in  Dublin  was  presented  to  the 
Northern  Light  Commissioners,  renewing  a proposition,  that  if  the  Commissioners 
would  build  a lighthouse  upon  Sanna,  and  remove  the  light  from  the  Mull  of  Can- 
tyre, the  Ballast  Board  would  build  a light  upon  Raughlin;  wilt  you  state  to  che 
Committee  what  has  happened  since  that  time,  or  whether  any  definite  arrange- 
ment has  been  come  to,  or  whether  it  has  been  abrogated  altogether . There  has 
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been  no  definite  arrangement  come  to.  . . . 

5209.  Mr.  Cuningham  was  also  asked,  Did  the  Northern  Light  Commissioners 
require  the  Ballast  Board  to  build  a light  upon  Raughlin,  if  a light  was  erected  upon 
Sanna ; and  his  answer  is,  “ No,  it  was  the  reverse ; the  Ballast  Board  required, 
that  if  they  erected  a light  upon  Raughlin.  we  should  erect  one  upon  Sanna,  and 
remove  the  Mull  of  Cantyre  Light.”  Are  you  acquainted  with  any  correspondence 
of  this  description  having  taken  place? — -There  was  a correspondence  11  or  12 
years  ago,  to  which  I have  already  alluded. 

5210.  Are  you  able  to  state  the  result  of  any  correspondence  relative  to  the 
light,  since  that  period?- -I  do  not  recollect,  at  present,  the  correspondence  alluded 
to  by  Mr.  Cuningham;  on  the  19th  February  1844,  the  Trinity  Board  addressed 
a letter  to  the  Ballast  Board,  which  I hold  in  my  hand,  alluding  to  the  subject. 
The  Ballast  Board  have  not  yet  taken  any  decided  step,  although  they  bear  the 
matter  in  mind.  I beg  to  hand  in  the  letter  of  the  Trinity  Board. 

5211.  Will  you  advert  to  that  portion  of  the  letter  bearing  upon  the  requisition 
for  the  erection  of  a light  upon  Raughlin? — It  is  as  follows : “ I am  further  directed 
to  request  you  will  draw  the  Corporation’s  attention  to  the  advantageous  position 
which  Raughlin  Island,  upon  the  northern  coast  of  the  county  of  Antrim,  presents 
for  a lighthouse  station,  provided  that  under  previous  arrangement  with  the 
Northern  Commissioners,  the  lighthouse  upon  the  Mull  of  Cantyre  be  removed  to 
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Sauna  Island.”  There  was  ail  arrangement  to  that  effect,  and  the  Ballast  Boa  ,t 
were  prepared  to  carry  out  their  part  of  this  agreement,  by  erecting  a light  UD„I 
Rughlin ; but  from  some  cause  which  I do  not  now  recollect,  the  Northern  T L? 
Commissioners  declined  to  remove  the  light  from  the  Mull  of  Cantyre  and  t 
erect  a light  upon  Sanna;  and  the  Ballast  Board  considered,  unless  that  was  done° 
the  matter  would  not  be  complete.  ' ’ 

5212.  And  there  it  rests  t— There  the  matter  rests.  The  Trinity  Board  haw 
called  the  attention  of  the  Ballast  Board  to  the  subject,  and  I have  no  doubt  the 
Ballast  Board  will  be  ready  to  fulfil  their  part  of  the  agreement. 

5213.  Mr.  Chapman .]  You  say  you  have  never  had  any  complaint  of  the 
efficiency  of  your  lights  ?— None  whatever.  I believe  the  lights  are  considered  to 
be  good,  and  well  managed  generally. 

5214-  Have  you  had  any  application  from  the  trade  for  the  redaction  of  the 
dues?— I am  not  aware  01  there  having  been;  there  have  been  applications  I 
believe,  to  this  Committee  on  the  subject. 

5215.  The  proposal  you  have  submitted  to  the  Queen  in  Council  was  the  spon- 
taneous  act  of  the  Board  ? — There  have  been  suggestions  thrown  out,  that  if  such 
reductions  were  made,  the  trade  would  be  well  pleased.  There  was  a complaint  bv 
the  London  and  Dublin  Steam  Packet  Company,  of  paying  for  the  Hook  Tower 
Light  on  the  voyage  round  from  the  Land’s  End  up  the  Irish  Channel;  and  a 
complaint  by  the  Steam  Packet  Company  between  the  Clyde  and  Liverpool  of 
being  charged  for  the  Maiden  Rock  Light  in  the  passage  down  the  Clyde  and 
through  the  narrowest  parts  of  the  Channel  on  the  way  to  Liverpool.  However 
they  came  close  to  the  lights,  and  they  must  be  of  some  benefit  to  them. 

5216.  Do  you  make  any  distinction  in  the  light  duc-s  between  steam  vessels  and 
hghT°  vesse  s ' '^°»  *-he  Act  says  all  vessels  shall  pay  a farthing  per  ton  per 

5217-  Mr.  Duncan .]  Is  the  Committee  to  understand  that  no  direct  application 
has  been  made  to  you  from  any  vessels  trading  from  Scotland,  to  Ireland,  for  a 
reduction  of  the  light  dues  ? — 1 do  not  recollect  any. 

5218.  But  from  your  own  showing  you  think  it  would  be  beneficial  to  the  trade 
generally  that  a reduction  should  be  made  in  the  light  dues,  seeing  that  vou  have 
applied  to  the  Queen  in  Council  to  sanction  it  ? — Yes ; as  I have  observed,  we 
propose  a reduction  of  10  percent.  The  Ballast  Board  are  anxious,  as  far  as  they 
possibly  can,  to  reduce  the  charges  on  shipping. 

5219-  Mr.  Grogan7\  You  say  that  the  Ballast  Board  propose  to  reduce  the 
Council10  ^6r  Cent'? — ^es’  and  tliey  ilave  submitted  that  to  Her  Majesty  in 

5220.  And  that  reduction  not  having  come  into  operation  does  not  arise  from 
any  fault  of  the  Ballast  Board  ?— No: 


^r*  Chapman. ] Do  you  continue  to  use  sperm  oil? — Yes;  it  is  con- 
sidered by  the  Board  to  be  the  finest  and  best  oil. 

5222.  Have  they  any  intention  of  altering  it  ' They  would  have  no  objection 

o .a  ter  it  if  they  could  get  an  equally  good  oil.  I think  it  is  not  a saving  to  get 
a c leap  oil  and  exhibit  a bad  light ; life  and  property  are  of  more  consequence 
than  a little  saving  in  the  price  of  the  oil. 

Brogan.]  You  have  already  stated  there  have  been  no  complaints 
ot  the  efficiency  of  your  lights  ?— None  whatever.  The  letter  from  the  Trinity 
°ai  d’  ™ ar®  most  comPetent  judges,  will  show  their  efficiency. 

5224.  Mr.  Duncan.]  Do  you  wish  to  make  any  further  observations  as  to  the 
iSusti  -Light  ?— • (Mr.  Halpin .)  I have  to  mention  that  the  Ballast  Board  have 
a a trial  pile  put  down,  further  in  upon  the  bank  than  the  spot  where  the  piles 
were  thrown  down ; and  I wish  to  add  my  opinion,  that  if  the  piles  that  are  now 

sunk,  had  been  braced  together  to  a proper  degree  of  stiffness,  and  a platform  had 

een  affixed,  the  accident  would  not  have  occurred.  It  has  been  the  opinion  of 
some  persons  that  the  tail  or  end  of  the  bank  had  shifted  ; that  the  storm  actually 
+hoV6r  11 °-f  thf  kank;  that  is  not  my  opinion;  the  piles  remained  just  as 
ey  tell ; there  is  a hollow  immediately  around  them,  but  in  other  quarters,  to  the 
nor  , sou  b,  cast  and  west,  the  depth  of  water  remains  the  same  as  before  the 
accident,  and  1 think  it  was  from  the  motion  of  the  piles  loosening  the  sand  about 
tnem,  which  caused  the  prostration;  not  from  the  shifting  of  the  tail  of  the  bank. 

0225.  Mr.  Grogan .]  Has  the  experimental  pile  in  any  way  changed  its  posi- 
lon . t has  slightly  inclined,  but  the  depth  of  water  around  it  remains  nearly 
ame*  ihe  Boai‘d  were. anxious  to  have  a trial  of  some  winter  storms  on  this 

experimental 
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experimental  pile  before  they  came  to  a resolution,  and  that  is  one  reason  why 
they  have  not  made  further  progress  with  the  arrangement. 

5226.  Mr.  Duncan.']  To  what  depth  were  the  piles  first  placed  put  down  in 
the  sand? — Not  more  than  nine  feet  to  the  top  of  the  screw  below  the  surface  of 
the  sand.  It  was  proposed  by  the  Board  that  they  should  be  put  down  from  12 
to  1 3 feet,  but  the  patentees  did  not  succeed  in  getting  them  beyond  the  depth 
I have  stated.  In  the  renewed  proposition  they  made,  they  proposed  an  improve- 
ment in  the  construction  of  the  pile.  They  proposed  that  the  screw  should  be 
made  in  the  solid,  or  as  part  of  the  wrought-iron  shaft,  not,  as  in  the  first  instance, 
cast-iron  screws  keyed  on  the  wrought-iron  shafts. 

5227.  Is  the  screw  put  down  in  the  experimental  pile  similar  to  the  one  first  put 
down,  or  on  the  principle  you  have  just  stated  ? — It  is  a separate  cast-iron  screw- 
put  on  the  wrought-iron  shaft,  slightly  altered  in  form  from  the  first,  diminished  in 
diameter  but  similar  in  principle.  It  did  not  bear  the  action  of  the  capstan,  in 
screwing  down  the  experimental  pile.  As  soon  as  the  connexion  between  the  cast- 
iron  screw  and  the  shaft  was  broken,  the  action  of  the  screw  ceased,  and  it  could  not 
be  made  to  penetrate  further. 

5228.  Can  you  mention  the  depth  of  the  trial  pile  ? — It  is  about  the  same  depth 
as  those  first  put  down. 

5229.  At  what  depth  should  the  screws  be  put  down,  if  they  ever  determine  to 
erect  it?— I think  it  would  be  desirable  to  go  down  12  or  13  feet;  the  screws 
would  then  be  below  the  limit  at  which  they  might  be  affected  by  storms. 

5230.  Are  you  aware  the  depth  the  piles  are  in  the  sand  at  the  mouth  of  the 
Thames? — I cannot  state  the  exact  depth ; I should  think  30  feet. 

5231.  Mr.  Grogan.]  Have  you  any  knowledge  of  the  depth  of  the  sand  on 
the  Kish  Bank  ? — I have  not ; we  have  not  succeeded  in  getting  any  screws  to  a 
lower  level  than  I have  spoken  of. 

5232.  Mr.  Chapman.]  Was  it  a matter  of  surprise  to  you  when  the  piles 
gave  way  ? — It  was  a matter  of  surprise ; we  had  always  calculated  on  the  building 
being  properly  secured  before  the  winter  storms  would  set  in.  While  it  was 
in  an  unfinished  state  the  storm  of  November  came  on,  during  which  a large 
quantity  of  timber  piling  at  Kingstown  was  also  thrown  down,  which  had  been 
strongly  erected. 

5233-  Should  you  not  have  taken  into  account  the  great  chance  of  the  sand 
shifting? — I do  not  think  the  sand  shifted,  except  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the 
piles,  from  the  motion  of  the  piles  loosening  the  sand  around  them.  I have  several 
times  sounded  about  the  piles  ; the  depth  of  water  remained  unchanged  ; there  is  a 
basin  round  the  piles ; there  were  large  castings  put  up  for  a coi'nice  which  had 
not  been  connected,  nor  the  platform  put  on  ; these  heavy  weights  hanging  from  the 
top  of  the  piles,  when  motion  was  given  to  them  by  the  violence  of  the  sea,  they 
loosened  the  sand  to  some  depth,  and  the  accident  took  place  in  consequence. 

5234.  Mr.  Grogan.]  This  trial  pile  has  now  stood  two  winters  ?— Yes. 

5235-  Mr.  Duncan .]  Are  they  the  same  sort  of  piles  Messrs.  Mitchell  set  at 
the  Maplin  Sand  ? — No ; the  castings  of  the  Maplin  Sand  piles  are  in  separate 
parts;  the  upper  portion  of  the  shafting  is  put  down  on  the  wrought-iron  lower 
shafts  ; those  used  at  the  Kish  Bank  were  the  first  of  the  description  made,  yet 
superior  to  those  used  at  the  other  place. 

5236-  Mr.  Grogan.]  Some  years  ago  you  constructed  some  very  expensive 
works  at  the  mouth  of  the  Liffey,  at  Clontarf  Pier  ; has  that  answered  the  object  of 
the  corporation  in  deepening  the  river  ? — Yes. 

5327-  Are  you  able  to  state  how  much  the  river  has  been  deepened? — The 
eastern  or  direct  entrance  has  been  deepened  from  five  to  six  feet. 

5238.  What  water  have  you  going  in  now  ? — Eleven  feet  at  low  water  springs. 

5239.  Mr.  Chapman.]  What  is  the  depth  of  water  where  these  piles  were  put 
down  ? — Between  15  and  16  feet  at  low  water. 

5240.  What  is  the  rise  of  the  tide? — Fourteen  feet  at  springtides;  eight  at 
neap  tides. 

5241.  Then  the  piles  would  be  30  feet  deep  at  springtides? — Yes. 

5242.  Are  you  aware  that  Messrs.  Mitchell  have  gone  on  in  any  other  place  in 

driving  these  screw  piles? — With  the  exception  of  the  Maplin  and  the  Wire,  I am 
not  aware  that  they  ever  erected  any  lighthouses,  excepting  a small  light  at 
Belfast  Lough.  J ° s 

5243.  Is  there  as  much  sea  there  as  there  is  on  the  Kish  Bank  ? — No  ; I believe 
■Messrs.  Mitchell  were  about  to  put  down  some  beacons  for  the  Trinity  Board. 

0,36.  t t 2 5244-  Do 
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5244.  Do  you  know  whether  the  beacons  which  you  understand  Messrs. 
Mitchell  were  about  to  construct  for  the  Trinity  Board  are  completed  or  not? 
—I  am  not  aware  of  that ; I believe  they  are  now  in  the  course  of  erection,  but  I 
am  not  certain  whether  they  are  completed. 

5245.  (To  Mr.  Verelcer.)  Would  the  tolls  received  for  passing  the  lights  upon 
the  western  coast  be  sufficient  to  pay  for  the  expense  of  their  exhibition? — I believe 
not  fully  ; there  is  not  sufficient  trade  there  generally  to  pay  for  the  expense  of  their 
maintenance. 

5246.  Then  it  is  only  by  the  combination  of  the  east  and  the  west  coast  too-e- 
therthat  you  are  able  to  maintain  the  whole?  Just  so. 

5247.  Mr.  Duncan.']  Each  light  does  not  pay  for  itself,  hut  all  the  lights  taken 
together  pay? — Yes,  the  one  supports  the  other. 

5248.  Do  you  wish  to  add  anything  to  what  you  have  already  stated  as  to  the 
lights  on  the  Irish  coast?— (Mr.  Halpin.)  I may  mention,  that  with  respect 
to  the  harbour  lights,  several  of  them  have  not  been  erected  for  the  purposes  of 
local  trade,  but  as  appertaining  to  asylum  harbours  or  harbours  of  refuge. 

Mr.  William  Bush,  called  in ; and  further  Examined. 

5249.  Mr.  Duncan.]  DO  you  produce  the  letters  referred  to  in  your  previous 
examination  ? — I produce  a letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Admiralty,  dated  10th 
September  1841,  stating  the  Fearless  and  Monkey  steam  vessels  had  been  ordered 
to  the  Downs,  so  as  to  be  in  readiness  at  Deal  to  assist  to  tow  the  caisson  to  the 
Goodwin  Sands. — (The  Witness  delivered  in  the  same.) — I also  produce  a note 
from  Captain  Bullock,  dated  Ramsgate,  October  12,  1841,  stating  that  Captain 
Beaufort  desired  to  know  my  intentions  relative  to  the  caisson,  and  whether  it 
would  be  ready  for  sailing  to  the  Goodwin  those  spring  tides.  (The  same  was 
delivered  in.) 

5250.  Do  you  also  produce  a letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Admiralty,  dated 
21  June  1845  ? — I do.  (The  same  was  delivered  in.) 

5251.  Do  you  deliver  in  a plan  of  the  Goodwin,  showing  the  site  of  the  light, 
and  the  adjacent  coast,  and  also  an  elevation  of  the  light  when  complete  ?— I do. 
(The  same  were  delivered  in.) 


Luna,  14°  die  Julii,  1845. 
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JOSEPH  HUME,  Esq.  in  the  Chair. 


Mr.  Alexander  Mitchell,  called  in  ; and  Examined. 

5252.  Chairman.]  WHAT  is  your  profession? — I am  a Civil  Engineer. 

5253.  Where  do  you  reside  ? — In  Belfast. 

5254.  How  long  have  you  carried  on  the  profession  of  an  engineer  ?— About 
12  years. 

5255.  Have  you  been  employed  in  any  way  in  erecting  lighthouses  on  the 
coast  of  Ireland?— I have,  upon  the  screw-pile  principle,  of  which  I am  the 
inventor  and  patentee. 

5256.  Mr.  Ross.]  Will  you  state  what  is  the  nature  of  the  works  you  have 
been  engaged  in  on  the  coast  of  Ireland  and  elsewhere  r — The  first  work  of  t e 
kind  myself  and  my  son  were  engaged  in  was  the  lighthouse  upon  the  Maphn 
Sands,  on  the  side  of  the  West  Swin,  at  the  entrance  of  the  Thames ; with  my 
son’s  assistance,  we  laid  the  foundation  of  that  lighthouse. 

5257.  What  was  the  date  of  that  ? — It  was  in  the  summer  of  1838. 

5258.  Will  you  explain,  generally,  the  nature  of  the  work  which  you  erec  e 
on  the  Maplin  Sands?— We  laid  the  foundation  of  the  Maplin  Lighthouse, 
which  is  of  a peculiar  construction ; the  sand  of  the  bank  being  of  an  excee 
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ingly  soft  nature,  we  used  screws  of  four  feet  diameter,  and  we  placed  nine  of 
them,  eight  in  the  angles  of  an  octagon,  and  one  in  the  centre,  and  screwed 
them  22  feet  into  the  bank. 

5259.  Chairman.']  How  high  was  that  lighthouse  to  her— I am  not  prepared 
to  go  into  the  details  of  that,  because  after  we  had  laid  the  foundation,  which  I 
may  say  was  the  most  difficult  part  of  the  work,  it  was  put  into  the  hands  of 
Mr.  Walker,  by  the  Trinity  Board. 

5260.  Was  the  foundation  bound  together  by  cross  beams,  as  we  see  in  this 
model  1 — That  was  not  done  by  us. 

5261 . Did  that  form  any  part  of  your  plan  ?— Yes,  we  gave  in  a plan  to  the 
Trinity  Board,  but  our  plan  was  not  strictly  adhered  to. 

5262.  Was  the  plan  that  was  adopted  similar  to  yours  ?—  Similar  in  principle 
but  altered  in  the  details. 

5263.  What  height  above  high-water  mark  did  you  intend  the  platform  of 
the  lighthouse  to  be?— The  tide  rises  upon  the  Maplin  Sands  16  feet,  and  we 
intended  to  have  had  the  floor  of  the  lighthouse  16  feet  above  spring-tide  level. 
I may  remark  that  the  stability  of  these  lighthouses  depends  upon  two  prin- 
ciples : one  is  the  firm  hold  that  the  screw-pile  takes  of  the  ground ; and  the 
other  is,  that  there  is  no  solid  surface  to  oppose  to  the  free  passage  of  the 
waves,  consequently  the  lighthouse  receives  no  shock  from  them. 

5264.  What  soil  did  you  find  your  piles  drive  into? — The  ground  was 
exceedingly  soft  and  penetrable.  It  was  a mixture  of  sand  and  mud  ; it  became 
rather  harder  as  we  went  down,  though  still  soft.  I have  no  doubt  we  could 
have  gone  to  a much  greater  depth,  had  it  been  thought  necessary. 

5265.  Did  you  come  to  any  chalk  ? — No. 

5266.  Or  clay  ?— No,  nothing  of  the  kind. 

5267.  Were  the  piles  you  put  in  firm  when  you  left  them? — Yes,  perfectly 
firm.  I should  mention  that  we  made  a previous  experiment,  for  two  purposes  ; 
one  was  to  ascertain  the  nature  of  the  ground,  in  order  to  determine  the  size  of 
the  screws  required,  and  the  depth  to  which  we  were  likely  to  penetrate  ; that 
was  one  object,  and  the  other  was  to  ascertain  what  weight  they  would  support. 

5268.  Where  was  that  ? — It  was  just  on  the  very  ground  where  the  lighthouse 
now  stands. 

5269.  Did  you  make  the  experiment.? — We  did. 

5270.  Before  putting  the  piles  in? — Yes.  We  always  think  it  necessary, 
everywhere,  before  undertaking  any  work  of  the  kind,  to  ascertain  as  well  as 
we  can  the  nature  of  the  ground,  in  order  to  proportion  the  screws  to  the 
nature  of  the  ground  and  the  depth  to  which  we  are  likely  to  penetrate. 

527t-  Mr.  Ross.]  Will  you  explain  how  your  experiment  was  conducted? — 
I prepared  a rod  in  the  nature  of  a boring  rod,  of  about  30  feet,  and  one  and  a 
quarter  inch  diameter,  and  put  a small  screw  of  six  inches  diameter  at  its  lower 
extremity,  of  the  same  form  as  the  screws  we  use  in  forming  foundations,  the 
screw  having  a flat  broad  flange  of  six  inches  diameter.  In  a very  short  time, 
say  15  or  20  minutes,  by  means  of  four  cross  levers  upon  the  boring  rod,  we 
screwed  it  down  to  the  depth  of  2 7 feet ; so  far  we  found  the  ground  pene- 
trable. Then  the  next  thing  I wished  to  ascertain  was,  what  weight  that  would 
support  without  sinking.  Upon  the  cross  levers  which  we  used,  in  turning  it 
down  we  placed  a few  boards,  so  as  to  form  a platform,  upon  which  we  placed 
r m6u5  wk?se  weight  might  be  about  a ton,  and  we  placed  another  rod  at  a 
very  short  distance,  merely  sticking  it  into  the  ground  to  ascertain  the  compa- 
rative level  of  the  two,  to  observe  whether  the  one  with  the  weight  upon  it  would 
After  the  men  had  remained  a considerable  time  upon  it,  we  found  that 
u had  not  sunk  in  the  slightest  perceptible  degree.  It  then  became  a matter 
0 calculation,,  if  a six-inch  screw  would  bear  a ton  at  that  depth,  what  a screw 
0 tour-foot  diameter  would  support,  that  being  the  size  we  thought  it  neces- 
sary to  use.  It  being  eight  times  the  diameter,  that  gives  64  times  the  surface  ; 

e circles  being  to  each  other  as  the  squares  of  the  diameter,  the  four-foot 
screw  would  consequently  carry  at  least  64  tons  ; but  Mr.  Walker  maintained 
Jt  would  support  much  more. 

. 5272.  Chairman.]  How  many  turns  has  the  flange  of  your  screw  ? — One 
single  turn ; we  have  found  that  most  useful  and  practicable,  because  the 
loldmg  power  depends  upon  the  breadth  of  the  disc  and  not  on  the  number  of 
turns,  which  only  adds  to  the  difficulty  of  getting  it  into  the  ground. 

°-3o-  t t 3 5273.  Is 
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5273.  Is  the  Maplin  Bank  dry  at  low  water? — In  equinoctial  spring  tides  it 
sometimes  is  dry,  or  nearly  so. 

5274.  When  did  you  make  the  experiment  ? — Before  preparing  the  work  for 
the  foundation.  It  was  in  the  summer  of  1838. 

5275.  Did  you  go  on  to  drive  the  other  piles  immediately  after  you  had  tried 
the  experiment  ? — Immediately  after  the  experiment  we  got  instructions  from 
the  Corporation  of  the  Trinity  Board  to  go  on  preparing  the  screw  foundation. 

5276.  Then  having  made  the  experiment  and  laid  the  foundation  of  the  light- 
house, did  the  Trinity  Board  then  take  charge  of  it  ?— Yes. 

5277.  And  has  a lighthouse  been  erected  there  since? — It  has;  the  foun- 
dation was  laid  in  the  summer  of  1838,  and  it  was  first  lighted  in  February 
1841. 

5278.  It  was  completed  by  Mr.  Walker,  under  the  direction  of  the  Trinity 
House  ? — It  was. 

5279.  Why  were  you  not  employed  to  finish  that  lighthouse? — I cannot 
exactly  say.  I think  the  deputy  chairman  told  me,  as  they  had  an  engineer 
employed,  he  saw  no  reason  for  employing  a second. 

5280.  Had  you  an  agreement  with  the  Trinity  Board,  after  you  made  the 
experiment  ? — Only  for  the  foundation. 

5281.  For  laying  the  foundation? — Yes.  After  the  experiment,  when  they 
ascertained  that  it  was  quite  practicable,  they  entered  into  an  agreement  with 
me  for  placing  the  foundation  such  as  I have  described. 

5282.  And  paid  you  for  the  same  ? — Yes. 

5283.  Will  you  explain  what  you  mean  by  fixing  the  foundation? — I merely 
mean  the  putting  down  the  serew  piles,  to  which  the  upper  piles  were  after- 
wards secured. 

5284.  Mr.  Duncan.']  You  say  you  screwed  nine  piles  22  feet  into  the  sand; 
was  that  the  extent  of  your  first  agreement  with  the  Trinity  House  ? — It  was ; 
after  we  had  made  a successful  experiment  we  entered  into  an  agreement  to 
sink  these  nine  piles. 

5285.  And  that  was  the  extent  of  your  agreement? — Yes,  that  was  the 
subject  of  the  agreement. 

5286.  That  was  the  first  experiment  ? — The  first  experiment. 

5287.  What  was  your  next?— The  next  was  a lighthouse  that  we  placed  at 
the  river  Wyre,  in  Morecombe  Bay,  about  30  miles  to  the  north  of  Liverpool. 

5288.  Has  that  succeeded? — Yes. 

5289.  When  was  it  finished? — It  was  commenced  in  November  1839, and 
it  was  first  lighted  on  the  6th  of  June  1840. 

5290.  Describe  the  kind  of  lighthouse  and  the  nature  of  the  light  exhibited? 
— This  lighthouse  having  been  entirely  done  by  ourselves,  I am  more  able  to 
speak  upon  the  subject : the  foundation  was  formed  of  seven  screw  piles,  six  in 
the  angles  of  an  hexagon  and  one  in  the  centre  ; the  bank  we  found  to  be  sand, 
but  of  a much  harder  description  than  at  the  Maplin ; as  far  as  we  examined  it 
we  found  nothing  but  sand.  The  piles  themselves  are  of  hammered  iron,  five 
inches  diameter,  with  a screw  of  three  feet  diameter  at  the  foot  of  each ; the 
sand  being  much  harder  we  did  not  think  we  could  sink  a four-foot  screw  to  a 
sufficient  depth  ; these  screws  are  sunk  13  feet  into  the  bank  below  the  surface. 

5291.  Is  the  hank  dry  at  low  water? — Occasionally  it  is  dry,  much  inthe 

same  way  as  the  Maplin  at  equinoctial  spring  tides,  and  the  tide  rises  occasion- 
ally 32  feet  upon  the  piles.  5 

5292.  Did  you  brace  the  piles  to  each  other  by  cross  beams  at  the  bottom- 
— It  was  not  necessary,  as  the  ground  was  exceedingly  hard. 

5293.  How  high  is  the  platform  of  that  lighthouse  above  the  sand?— Forty- 

five  feet ; it  is  13  feet  above  the  highest  spring  tide  level ; the  upper  supports  01 
the  lighthouse  are  formed  of  seven  logs  of  the  best  Baltic  timber,  the  lower  ends 
of  them  being  bored  like  a pump,  and  also  strengthened  by  a number  of  strong 
iron  hoops  driven  on  them  hot  to  prevent  their  splitting ; these  were  shipped, 
I may  say,  upon  the  ends  of  the  iron  piles,  and  the  iron  piles  having  large 
screws  at  the  upper  end,  when  they  came  to  the  end  of  the  orifice  they  became 
firmly  embedded  into  the  solid  wood,  besides  which  the  piles  when  wet  grasped 
firmly  upon  the  iron  through  all  their  connexion ; on  the  top  of  these  piles  tne 
platform  was  placed  on  which  the  lighthouse  stands.  I should  mention  that  a 
centre  pile  rises  through  the  house  to  the  base  of  the  lantern.  , 

5294.  Is  the  centre  pile  also  13  feet  deep  in  the  ground,  the  same  as  t e 

others  ?— 
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others  ? — Yes,  certainly,  they  are  all  sunk  to  the  same  depth ; but  the  wooden  Mr.  A.  Mitchell. 

piles  which  are  placed  upon  them  do  not  go  more  than  three  or  four  feet  into  

the  ground;  the  platform  is  a hexagon  of  30  feet;  the  diameter  of  the  base,  14  July  1845. 
where  the  screws  are  in  the  sand,  is  46  feet,  so  as  to  give  a broad  base,  sloping 
gradually  to  30  feet.  The  house  itself  is  22  feet  diameter,  so  as  to  leave  a 
good  broad  walk  all  round. 

5295.  That  part  is  for  residents  ? — Yes  j the  dwelling-house  is  about  eight 
feet  high,  and  above  that  is  a lantern  of  11  feet  diameter,  in  which  is  a 
dioptric  light  of  the  second  order. 

5296.  How  high  is  the  light  elevated  above  the  ordinary  high-water  mark  ? — 

About  28  feet  above  high-water  mark. 

5297.  How  long  has  that  been  lighted  ? — On  the  6th  June  1840. 

5298.  Is  it  intended  as  a leading  light  up  to  Fleetwood  ? — Yes. 

5299.  And  has  it  continued  in  use  ever  since  ? — Yes. 

5300.  What  was  the  cost  of  that? — About  3,500 1. 

5301.  Under  whose  management  is  that  lighthouse  ?— It  is  under  the  manage- 
ment of  the  Fleetwood  Harbour  and  Dock  Company. 

5302.  Do  you  know  what  is  the  annual  expense  of  it  ? —The  annual  expense 

of  it  is  335  Z.,  including  oil,  attendance,  and  all  other  requisites.  I beg  to  hand 
in  the  following  statement  of  £C  The  working  expenditure  of  Screw-Pile  Light- 
house, Fleetwood  on  Wyre,  for  the  six  months  ending  31  January  1845  — 


Stores  and  Wages. 


210  Gallons  best  sperm  oil  - 
66  Cwt.  of  best  coals  - 

Ironmongery  - 

Iron  ------ 

Small  stores  - 

Boat  stores  - - - - - 

Paint  ------ 

Wages,  26  weeks,  3 men,  at  ll.  each 


(signed) 


Amount. 

Totals. 

£.  s. 

d. 

£.  s.  d. 

82  5 

- 

2 6 

8 

1 7 

5 

- 1 

6 

2 18 

10 

- 10 

1 

- 3 

6 

i 89  13  - 

' 

" 

78  - - 

£. 

167  13  - 

Henry  Anderton,  Storekeeper. 


I should  mention  also,  that  it  has  cost  nothing  whatever  for  its  repairs  since 
the  time  of  its  erection,  except  occasional  painting. 

53°3-  Is  that  account  procured  from  the  storekeeper  of  the  Fleetwood  Har- 
bour Company  ? — Yes,  it  was  sent  to  me  by  the  resident  engineer,  T.  P.  Bidder. 

53°4-  Do  you  believe  that  to  be  the  average  half  year’s  expenditure  ? — I be- 
lieve it  is  rather  more  than  the  average,  for  it  includes  the  four  winter  months, 
in  which  there  is  a greater  outlay. 

5305*  Are  you  aware  what  the  annual  expense  of  the  repairs  of  that  light- 
house has  been  since  its  erection  ? — I saw  the  engineer  within  the  last  three 
weeks ; and  when  I questioned  him  on  the  subject,  he  told  me  it  never  cost 
anything  for  repairs  with  the  exception  of  a little  paint  occasionally.  It  has 
now  been  lighted  above  five  years. 

53°6.  How  long  were  you  in  erecting  that  lighthouse  ? — We  commenced  in 
the  middle  of  November  1839,  and  we  could  have  lighted  it  by  the  1st  of 
March  1840,  if  the  contractor  for  the  lighting  apparatus  had  sent  it  from 
Loudon. 

53°7-  Then  you  erected  it  in  the  most  unfavourable  season  of  the  year  ? — 
Yes. 

53°S.  Chairman .]  Are  the  uprights  bound  together  by  horizontal  and  angle 
braces,  the  same  as  in  the  model  ? — No,  there  are  angle  braces,  but  no  hori- 
zontal ones.  In  that  case  we  considered  the  horizontal  ones  unnecessary. 

5309.  Have  you  yourself  been  in  the  lighthouse  during  storms  ? — Yes. 

53 Jo.  Was  there  any  vibration  felt  from  the  waves? — None  whatever. 

531 1 - How  near  do  the  waves  come  to  the  platform? — There  was  a tide 
gauge  fixed  to  one  of  the  supports  of  the  lighthouse,  which  gave  us  a good 
opportunity  of  ascertaining  to  what  height  the  waves  reached,  and  we  never 
. t t 4 observed 
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observed  a greater  difference  between  the  trough  of  the  sea  and  the  top  of  the 
wave  than  eight  feet  during  the  heaviest  gales,  and  we  were  there  in  very  bad 
weather.  I should  mention  that  we  are  not  to  consider  that  the  wave  rises 
eight  feet  higher  than  spring-tide  level.  We  must  deduct  a certain  proportion 
for  the  trough  of  the  sea. 

5312.  I observe  the  pathway  round  the  house  is  an  open  grating,  is  that  for 
the  purpose  of  letting  the  wave  or  spray  pass  through  ? — I have  never  known 
the  wave  or  spray  to  rise  that  height.  It  is  clear  there  can  be  no  spray  where 
there  is  no  solid  surface  for  the  wave  to  break  against. 

.5313.  Are  there  any  other  lights  to  lead  into  Fleetwood  Harbour  beside 
this  ?— After  passing  the  light  erected  by  me  on  the  north  wharf-bank,  there 
are  two  lights  on  the  main  land  to  lead  into  the  harbour. 

5314.  Since  then  have  you  erected  any  other  lighthouse? — The  next  was 
last  summer  in  Carrickfergus  Bay;  that  is  intended  to  serve  the  double 
purpose  of  a harbour  light  and  a pilot  station. 

5315.  Mr.  Ross.]  That  is  in  Belfast  Bay  ? — Yes. 

5316.  Will  you  state  the  nature  of  the  ground  where  it  was  erected,  and  the 
description  of  light  ? — The  nature  of  the  ground  is  hard  sand  and  gravel,  to 
the  depth  of  seven  or  eight  feet,  beneath  which  is  a soft  tenacious  clay.  Last 
summer  we  erected  this  lighthouse  and  pilot  station  of  the  same  description  as 
at  Fleetwood,  with  iron  piles ; we  used  iron  bars  26  feet  long  and  five  inches 
diameter,  with  a screw  of  three  feet  and  a half.  It  is  in  principle  the  same, 
except  that  the  house  is  larger  and  the  lantern  smaller  than  the  Fleetwood 
Light. 

5317.  How  high  does  the  tide  rise  there? — Upon  ordinary  occasions  nine 
feet,  spring  tides  12. 

5318.  How  high  above  the  bank  is  the  platform  of  that  lighthouse  ? — Thirty- 
four  feet;  there  is  never  less  than  10  feet  at  low  water;  the  tide  rises  12  feet, 
and  the  base  of  the  house  stands  12  feet  above  that. 

5319.  What  kind  of  light  have  you  there? — A dioptric  light  of  the  fifth 
order,  showing  a red  light  at  six  or  eight  miles  distance. 

5320.  Is  that  under  the  Ballast  Board? — It  is  under  the  Belfast  Ballast 
Board. 

5321 . When  was  it  lighted? — It  was  lighted  in  November  last. 

5322.  What  is  the  diameter  of  the  platform  and  the  lantern  at  the  top?— > 
The  platform  is  33  feet,  and  the  diameter  of  the  house  26 ; the  lantern  seven 
and  a half  or  eight  feet. 

5323.  What  did  that  cost? — £.1,300. 

5324.  To  complete  it? — Yes. 

5325.  Is  that  exclusive  of  the  lantern  ? — Including  the  lantern  and  lighting 
apparatus.  I was  determined  that  Belfast  should  have  the  benefit  of  the  inven- 
tion, and  I did  not  work  for  profit. 

5326.  Did  that  sum  cover  the  whole  expense  of  the  materials  and  labour?— 
I think  it  did.  It  was  not  inconvenient  to  build  it,  being  near  my  own  resi- 
dence, and  it  was  rather  an  amusement  than  anything  else. 

5327.  Has  it  stood  long  enough  to  know  how  the  weather  would  affect  it  ? — 
It  has  been  well  tried,  having  stood  the  storms  of  the  last  winter  uninjured ; 
and  I may  add  that  in  tempestuous  weather  there  are  two  heavy  boats  sus- 
pended to  it  from  davits,  which  the  pilots  residing  there  require  for  their  use. 

5328.  Will  you  state  in  what  way  these  boats  belonging  to  the  pilots  are 
suspended  from  the  platform  ? — At  each  corner  of  the  platform  there  is  a strong 
crane  like  the  davit  of  a ship.  As  the  pilots  require  two  good  strong  boats,  and 
fearing  they  may  be  swamped  or  stove  in  stormy  weather,  they  haul  them  up 
and  suspend  them  by  these  cranes  out  of  the  water  above  the  reach  of  the 
highest  wave,  and  then  let  them  down  either  one  or  the  other  to  the  lee  side, 
when  they  want  to  go  on  board  vessels. 

5329.  Has  that  been  done  in  practice  ? — It  has  been  constantly  done. 

5330.  Chairman.]  Might  not  a life-boat  be  suspended  in  the  same  way,  and 
made  use  of  for  affording  assistance  in  cases  of  shipwreck  in  the  neighbour- 
hood?— Yes,  certainly. 

5331.  Is  there  any  other  lighthouse  you  have  erected  on  the  same  principle? 
— No. 

5332.  Have  you  been  employed  to  erect  beacons  anywhere  ? — Yes,  two  years 
ago  we  placed  a beacon  on  the  Kish  Bank  off  Dublin  Bay. 

5333-  HoW 
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5333.  How  many  miles  out  at  sea  from  the  main  land  is  the  Kish  Bank  ? — I 
think  from  seven  to  eight. 

5334.  What  is  the  depth  of  water  where  that  beacon  was  placed  ? — At  low 
water  16  feet. 

5335.  What  did  you  find  the  bottom  on  boring  ?— Sand  of  an  exceedingly 
hard  and  dense  description  ; owing  to  an  accident  we  were  not  able  to  pene- 
trate to  a greater  depth  than  9 or  1 0 feet. 

5336.  What  was  the  height  of  that  beacon  ? — The  entire  length  of  that 
beacon  was  65  feet,  and  8 inches  diameter  at  the  surface  of  the  ground,  and 
decreasing  from  thence  in  diameter  both  up  and  down.  It  was  made  of  mal- 
leable iron. 

5337.  What  accident  prevented  you  from  screwing  it  lower  r — Tiie  connexion 
between  the  cast-iron  screw  and  the  malleable-iron  pile  was  broken  by  the 
heavy  strain  required  in  screwing  it  round. 

5338.  Did  that  prevent  the  beacon  from  being  completed  ? — The  beacon  was 
completed,  but  it  prevented  us  from  screwing  it  further  into  the  ground.  It 
was  scarcely  upright,  which  was  rather  a disadvantage  ; for  though  we  find  we 
can  at  all  times  give  the  piles  an  inclination  one  way  or  other  when  screwing 
down,  yet  this  being  not  upright  when  the  accident  happened,  we  were  obliged 
to  allow  it  to  remain  so. 

5339.  Does  it  still  remain  a beacon  ? — It  does,  and  has  stood  two  winters. 

5340.  How  high  is  it  above  high-water  mark  ? — Twenty-six  feet. 

5341.  Is  that  used  now  as  a mark  for  shipping  ? — I suppose  so ; but  my  object 
in  placing  that  was  to  ascertain  the  nature  of  the  ground.  In  trying  to  erect  a 
lighthouse,  of  which  this  is  a model,  upon  the  tail  of  the  Kish  Bank,  the  piles 
not  being  properly  braced,  and  from  a variety  of  causes,  during  a heavy  gale 
a portion  of  the  bank  shifted,  and  the  part  that  was  erected  fell.  I attribute  it 
altogether  to  being  too  near  the  extremity  of  the  bank  ; that  being  my  opinion, 
I recommended  that  an  experimental  beacon  should  be  set  up  on  a portion  of 
the  bank  I pointed  out,  which  I conceived  not  liable  to  shift ; and  since  that 
time  there  has  been  no  apparent  alteration  in  that  portion  of  the  bank. 

5342.  Mr.  Ross.]  In  your  opinion,  if  a lighthouse  was  erected  on  the  place 
where  the  beacon  now  is,  would  that  lighthouse  stand  as  well  as  the  Wyre 
lighthouse  has  stood  ? — Yes,  I have  no  doubt  of  it ; it  is  upon  a broad  part  of 

. the  bank>  and  not  on  an  extreme  point. 

5343-  Chairman.]  How  high  does  the  tide  rise  on  the  Kish  Bank  ? — Twelve 
or  14  feet,  ordinary  spring  tides. 

.5344.  Mr.  Chapman .]  You  have  lately  placed  piles  upon  the  Tongue  Bank, 
which  have  met  with  an  accident  ? — Yes. 

5345-  Mr.  Ross.]  Will  you  relate  what  has  taken  place  on  the  Tongue  Bank  ? 
— In  the  course  of  the  last  month  my  son  placed  five  iron  piles  at  the  eastern 
end  of  the  Tongue  Bank,  where  the  depth  at  low  water  is  1 7 feet ; the  piles 
were  formed  of  hammered  iron,  six  inches  diameter,  43  feet  long,  with  a two- 
foot  screw  at  the  end  of  each,  for  we  found  the  ground  exceedingly  hard ; these 
piles  were  sunk  into  the  bank  17  feet  9 inches,  and  were  viewed  in  that  posi- 
tion by  the  members  of  the  Trinity  House.  Shortly  after  it  was  discovered 
that  an  accident  had  happened  to  them.  My  son  went  to  Margate,  hired  a boat, 
took  with  him  an  expert  diver,  and  on  examining  the  condition  of  the  piles,  it 
was  found  that  three  were  broken  off  short,  and  the  other  two  bent ; the 
stumps  of  those  that  remained  in  the  ground  were  perfectly  upright,  and  the 
sand  around  them  undisturbed,  showing  it  was  no  fault  whatever  of  the  hold 
they  had  taken  of  the  ground. 

..  ■‘>346.  How  do  you  account  for  the  piles  being  broken  in  that  way  r — There 
is  no  doubt  that  a vessel  passed  over  them.  I understand  that  one  of  the  steam- 
yachts  belonging  to  the  Trinity  House  was  sent  to  examine  the  condition  of  the 
piles,  and  found  part  of  the  copper  of  a vessel  attached  to  the  top  of  one  of  the 
bent  piles,  which  proves  that  a vessel  must  have  run  them  down ; my  son  put 
a pole  attached  to  the  centre  pile,  with  a small  flag  at  the  top ; probably  that 
“right  have  been  carried  away  before  the  accident  happened.  With  regard  to 
the  piles  breaking,  I may  observe  that  the  iron  was  of  the  best  quality,  and 
that  a thick  bar  will  break  when  a small  bar  will  bend,  owing  to  the  outer  side 
ot  the  curve  of  the  iron  being  greatly  stretched,  and,  consequently,  fractured. 

5347-  Are  you  going  to  reconstruct  a beacon  in  the  same  place  ? — We  are  in 
treaty  for  it,  but  nothing  has  been  concluded  as  yet. 

°-36.  U u 5348.  Have 
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5348.  Have  you  made  any  proposals  with  regard  to  it  ?— Yes. 

534Q.  Will  you  state  the  nature  of  the  proposal  ?— I may  state  that  we  were 
so  anxious  to  be  employed  by  the  Trinity  House  that  we  undertook  the  work 
on  very  moderate  terms  indeed.  The  offer  which  was  accepted,  and  for  which 
we  erected  the  foundation  of  the  beacon  at  the  Tongue  Sand,  was  so  low,  that 
owing  to  the  rise  in  the  price  of  iron,  if  we  had  not  purchased  the  bars  previ- 
ously we  must  have  lost  by  it.  The  consequence  is,  that  we  have  been  obliged 
to  add  50  per  cent,  on  the  price  of  the  iron  for  the  re-erection  of  that  beacon, 

5350.  What  was  the  contract  price  at  which  you  undertook  to  erect  that 
beacon  ? — About  800  l. 

5351.  What  is  the  specific  proposal  you  have  made  to  the  Elder  Brethren? 

.The  account  is  in  two  parts,  one  for  the  mere  piles  themselves,  and  the  other 

for  putting  them  down  ; the  additional  50  per  cent,  is  only  on  the  iron  piles; 
that  would  make  altogether  a sum  of  between  900  l.  and  1,000  l. 

53.52.  Have  you  had  any  answer  to  your  proposal  .-—Not  as  yet ; on  Tuesday 
last  I addressed  the  following  letter  to  the  Trinity  Board 

To  the  Honourable  the  Corporation  of  the  Trinity  House. 

Gentlemen,  London,  8 July  1845. 

Permit  us  again  most  respectfully  to  solicit  your  attention  to  the  subject  of  our  patent 
screw  piles,  by  means  of  which,  and  by  their  means  alone,  foundations  have  been  laid  in 
sandbanks  covered  at  all  times  by  the  sea,  and  on  which  lighthouses  have  been  erected 
which  have  now  endured  uninjured  ihe  storms  and  casualties  of  many  winters.  The  founda- 
tion of  the  Maplin  Lighthouse  was  laid  seven  years  since,  namely  in  the  summer  of  1838; 
and  the  Fleetwood  Lighthouse,  which  was  commenced  in  the  winter  of  1839,  was  lighted  on 
the  6th  June  1840,  upwards  of  five  years  since;  since  which  lime,  with  the  exception  of  a 
little  paint,  we  understand  that  neither  house  has  required  the  smallest  repair.  A third  light- 
house was  Iasi  season  erected  by  us  in  Carrickfergus  Bay,  where  the  depth  of  water  is  never 
less  than  10  feet;  this  house  serves  also  the  purpose  of  a pilot  station,  12  or  more  men 
being  generally  residing  in  it,  and  it  having  two  heavy  pilot  boats  suspended  to  it  in  tem- 
pestuous weather.  , , 

A beacon  of  a peculiar  construction  was  placed  by  us  above  two  years  ago  on  the  histi 
Bank,  where  the  depth  of  water  is  never  less  than  15  feet.  This  beacon,  besides  great 
economy  and  strength,  possesses  many  other  important  qualities;  it  now  remains  as  we  left 
it,  and  there  we  hope  to  complete  next  season  a lighthouse  constructed  principally  of 
wrought  iron.  The  above  statement  of  facts,  we  presume,  sufficiently  proves  the  power 
and  efficacy  of  a principle  to  the  perfecting  of  which  we  have  devoted  many  years;  and 
observing  the  well-merited  encouragement  given  at  present  to  others  who  propose  to  effect 
the  sauie° important  objects  by  other  means,  we  would  most  respectfully  solicit  the  favour 
of  an  audience,  when  we  trust  to  be  able  to  submit  to  your  honourable  Board  certain  pro 
posals  which  may  to  some  extent  merit  your  countenance  and  support. 

We  are,  &c. 

(signed)  Alexander  Mitchell  If  Son. 

On  the  occasion  of  the  interview,  I laid  before  them  a proposal  in  writing,  ot 
which  the  following  is  a copy : — 

To  the  Honourable  the  Corporation  of  the  Trinity  House. 

Gentlemen,  London,  8 July  1845' 

In  our  communication  of-lhis  morning  we  allude  to  a proposal  which  it  is  our  wisu  to 
submit  for  the  consideration  of  your  honourable  Board.  It  is  briefly  this:  that  we  wi 
undertake  to  mark  off  any  banks  or  channels  in  the  estuary  of  the  Thames 
bonrhood,  with  beacons  of  the  description  of  that  placed  by  us  two  years  since  in  the  ms 
Bank,  and  those  we  are  preparing  to  place  in  the  Blackwater  and  Arklow  Banks;  a™°.e 
of  which  we  have  laid  before  the  Board  for  inspection.  Our  terms  we  now  beg  to  subm1  • 
We  will  prepare  and  place  any  number  of  such  beacons  at  our  sole  expense  and  ns  ,1 
any  position  where  the  depth  does  not  exceed  three  fathoms  at  low  water,  for 
500 1.  each;  such  payment  not  to  be  due  for  any  beacon  till  it  has  securely  stood  the  es 
of  one  winter.  For  such  beacons  as  maybe  required  where  the  depth  of  water  exceeds 
the  above-named  three  fathoms,  a price  proportional  would  be  necessary  to  covert  e 
creased  expense.  Some  apology  may  perhaps  be  necessary  in  commenting  on 
riority  of  beacons  over  buoys,  subject  as  the  latter  are  to  breaking  adrift  by  the  con8y|e 
grinding  away  of  the  chains,  or  sinking  by  any  casualty  that  may  occasion  a leak; 
beacons,  from  the  stiength  of  the  material  used,  may  last  for  ages,  and  being  ejeva 
15  or  20  feet,  will,  when  contrasted  with  the  sky,  be  much  more  observable  at  night  ^ 
an  object  always  in  the  water,  and  frequently  buried  in  the  trough  of  the  sea:  g*vl  8 
variety  of  forms  to  the  top,  would  also  materially  assist  night  navigation.  These  e® 
can  be  fixed  and  completed  during  a single  tide,  thus  avoiding  the  chance  of  a co  ^ 
while  in  process  of  erection;  and  afterwards,  should  a vessel  in  a dark  night  or  s re^iai|. 
weather,  be  dmen  against  one,  the  chance  of  injury  to  either  would  be  extremely 
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The  pillar,  which  is  of  hammered  iron,  might  indeed  be  bent,  but  that  could  easily  be  Mr.  A.  Mitchell. 

straightened,  and  in  the  interim  its  place  supplied  by  another  beacon.  . 

We  also  propose  to  erect  a wrought-iron  lighthouse,  similar  in  principle  to  that  agreed  ju]y 
on  between  Mr.  Galpin,  inspector  of  Irish  lights,  and  ourselves,  on  any  bank  where  the  ° 

depth  at  low  water  shall  not  exceed  four  fathoms,  taking  on  ourselves  one-half  the  risk ; 
for  although  we  apprehend  no  danger  whatever  from  the  action  of  the  wind  or  sea,  yet,  as 
other  casualties  might  possibly  occur,  we  think  it  could  not  be  expected  we  should  take  the 
entire  risk  on  ourselves;  and  should  the  lightkeepers  feel  any  apprehension,  a life-boat  or 
boats  could  be  suspended  from  the  house,  in  the  same  manner  as  the  boats  of  the  pilots 
from  the  lighthouse  and  pilot  station  in  Carrickfergus  Bay. 

We  have  only  to  add,  that  these  beacons  and  lighthouses  are  so  constructed  as  to  be 
easily  taken  asunder  and  removed  to  other  positions,  should  any  shifting  of  banks  or 
channels  render  such  a measure  expedient. 

We  arc,  &e. 

(signed)  Alexander  Mitchell  fy  Sou. 

5353.  Chairman.]  Have  you  examined  the  Goodwin  Sands  P — I have  never 
examined  them. 

5354.  Have  you  any  doubt  that  you  could  establish  a lighthouse  on  the 
same  principle  there  ? — I have  no  doubt  of  it  whatever. 

3555.  Mr.  Rons.]  Could  you  point  out  any  other  position  where  this  de- 
scription of  lighthouse  could  he  advantageously  employed  ? — There  are  upon 
the  coast  between  Dover  and  Harwich,  including  the  estuary  of  the  Thames,  10 
lightships,  any  one  of  which,  I think,  might  be  advantageously  superseded  by 
a screw  pile  lighthouse. 

5356.  At  what  expense  do  you  estimate  the  construction  of  such  lighthouses, 
on  an  average  ? — It  depends  on  the  materials  used  for  the  construction  ; if  of 
hammered  iron  it  would  certainly  be  expensive,  but  it  would  be  much  more 
durable. 

5357*  Should  not,  on  all  such  occasions,  the  very  best  materials  he  used  ? — 

I think  so. 

5358.  Taking  hammered  iron  and  other  materials  of  the  best  quality,  what 
would  he  the  expense? — l think  10,000  l.  would  cover  the  entire  expense, 
including  the  lantern  and  lighting  apparatus. 

5359.  Have  you  made  any  contract  with  the  Irish  Board  for  the  erection  of 
lighthouses  ? — There  is  no  contract  at  present. 

.5360.  What  was  the  amount  of  the  former  contract? — We  were  to  receive 
5,100  /.  for  erecting  the  whole,  except  the  lantern  and  lighting  apparatus. 

5361.  You  state  in  your  letter  to  the  Trinity  Board,  “ we  also  propose  to  erect 
a wrought-iron  lighthouse,  similar  in  principle  to  that  agreed  on  between  Mr. 

Halpin,  the  inspector  of  Irish  lights,  and  ourselves to  what  does  that  relate  ? — 

It  relates  to  a lighthouse  of  which  this  is  a model,  which  was  intended  to  be 
erected  on  the  Kish  Bank. 

5362.  What  was  to  he  the  expense  of  that? — £.5,100  was  the  amount  of  our 
contract. 

5363.  Was  that  to  complete  the  whole  ? — No,  merely  the  shell  of  the  house, 
exclusive  also  of  the  lantern  and  lighting  apparatus  ; all  the  other  expenses 
necessary  to  complete  it  would  amount  to  4,000 1.  or  5,000  l.  more. 

. 5364*  In  your  proposal  to  the  Trinity  House  do  you  contemplate  a larger 
lighthouse  than  that  intended  for  the  Kish  Bank,  or  one  of  the  same  size  ? — Of 
the  same  size. 

536,5.  Chairman .]  Then  you  estimate  that  a lighthouse,  to  be  erected  where 
a floating  light  is  now  maintained  by  the  Trinity  House,  might  be  completed 
for  1 0,000 Z.  on  the  average? — That  is  my  opinion. 

5366.  Including  everything  ?— Yes. 

.5367.  Are  you  prepared  to  make  the  experiment,  should  an  opportunity  be 
afforded  you?— I am  quite  prepared  to  do  so. 

.5368.  Mr.  Ross.]  Have  you  instituted  any  comparison  between  a floating 
hght  and  a fixed  lighthouse  ? — I have  given  a great  deal  of  consideration  to  the 
subject,  and  it  appears  to  me  in  every  point  of  view  that  a fixed  lighthouse  of 
this  description  is  preferable  to  a floating  light,  where  it  is  practicable.  In  the 
th'st  place,  as  to  the  annual  expense,  it  is  not  more  than  one-third  or  one-half 
the  expense  of  a floating  light ; the  average  expense  of  a floating  light  is  about 
MOO Z.  a year,  which  does  not  include  the  expense  of  building  the  vessel,  and 
the  necessity  of  having  a duplicate  light-ship  in  case  of  accident. 

53p9;  Chairman.]  Does  it  not  include  the  expense  of  attendance?  - Yes, 
that  is  included ; the  attendance  and  oil. 

°*36.  u u 2 .5370-  Mr. 
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5370.  Mr.  Ross.]  What  is  the  annual  expense  of  a fixed  light? — The  Fleet- 
wood  light  costs  annually  335 /. 

5371.  Chairman.]  Using  sperm  oil  ? — Yes. 

5374.  Have  you  ever  used  rapeseed  oils' — I believe  they  have  never  tried 
it  yet. 

5373.  Have  you  tried  any  experiments  with  that  oil?— No;  I have  nothin"- 
to  do  with  the  lights  after  the  buildings  are  completed.  1 shall  recommend  it 
to  he  tried  at  the  Belfast  Lighthouse.  The  Maplin  Lighthouse  costs  annually 
463/.  105. 

5374.  Mr.  Ross.]  I suppose  the  main  advantage  of  your  plan  depends  upon 
the  mode  of  fixing  the  piles  in  the  sand  by  means  of  a screw  ?— That  is  the 
principal  thing,  and  also  upon  having  iron  supports. 

537,5.  But  in  reference  to  sand,  nothing  in  your  opinion  would  answer  so 
well  as  the  screw? — Nothing  else  ever  has  answered. 

,5376.  Chairman.]  The  principal  advantages  of  your  lighthouses  are,  first, 
taking  hold  of  the  sand  by  means  of  a broad  screw  ; and  secondly,  instead  of  a 
solid  surface,  having  pillars  which  give  no  resistance  to  the  waves  ? — Precisely 
so ; and  also  we  can  put  down  the  screws  to  such  a depth  that  the  shifting  of 
the  sand  is  not  likely  to  disturb  them.  I should  mention,  that  in  case  of  the 
alteration  of  the  bank,  these  houses  are  put  together  in  such  a manner  as  to 
be  easily  taken  asunder  and  removed  to  any  other  position,  should  that  become 
necessary. 

5377.  Mr.  i?055.]  Have  you  ever  in  your  experience  found  any  sands  of  so 
shifting  a quality  that  you  should  think  it  unadvisable  to  place  your  piles  on 
them  ? — I think  never,  unless  we  go  to  the  very  extremities  of  the  banks  with 
deep  water  on  either  side  ; on  the  solid  part  of  the  bank  there  is  no  danger. 

5378.  Chairman.]  Could  you  not  erect  your  lighthouse  on  many  parts  of  the 
coast  where  floating  lights  could  not  be  moored  ? — Yes,  where  the  water  is  too 
shallow  for  a floating  light. 

5379-  You  have  stated,  there  is  a superiority  as  to  economy  in  the  fixed 
light  over  the  floating  light  ? — Yes. 

5380.  Ia  not  a floating  light  liable  to  be  sent  adrift  sometimes? — Yes,  such 
things  have  happened  frequently. 

5381.  Do  you  remember  the  circumstance  of  a steam- vessel  being  lost  off 
Liverpool,  from  the  light-ship  breaking  adrift  ? — Yes,  the  Lord  Blayney,  from 
Newry  ; and  other  accidents  of  a similar  nature  have  happened. 

5382.  Mr.  Ross.]  Besides  those  ten  or  twelve  localities  which  you  mentioned 
between  Dover  and  Harwich,  are  there  others  round  the  coast  where  you  think 
fixed  lights  might  profitably  supersede  floating  lights  ? — Yes,  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  Yarmouth,  Lowestoft,  and  the  Haseborough  Sands. 

5383.  Are  there  also  other  places  where  there  are  no  lights  at  present,  where 
your  lighthouse  could  be  usefully  placed  ? — There  are  some  places  which  have 
been  pointed  out,  where  there  are  none  at  present.  I may  mention,  particu- 
larly, two  of  the  leading  channels  into  the  Thames,  the  Queen’s  and  the  Princes 
Channels.  It  has  been  stated  by  nautical  men  that  if  there  were  lights  on  the 
Tongue  Sand,  the  Pan  Sand,  and  the  Shivering  Sand,  vessels  could  pass  into 
the  river  at  all  hours  of  the  night,  when  the  tide  suits,  instead  of  laying  off 
Margate  till  daylight. 

5384.  Do  you  consider  the  entrance  of  the  Thames  sufficiently  lighted  at 
present  ?—  I am  told  it  is  not. 

5385.  Chairman.]  You  have  stated  the  possibility  of  erecting  a fixed  light- 
house on  all  parts  of  the  coast  where  floating  lights  are  now  placed  ?— Yes, 
wherever  there  is  a sandbank  adjacent  to  the  floating  light. 

5386.  Are  you  able  to  state  the  superiority  of  your  lighthouse  over  a floating 

light,  for  the  use  of  shipping  ?— Besides  the  economy  which  I have  mentioned,  a 
fixed  light  gives  a more  steady  and  a stronger  light  than  a floating  light,  and 
may  be  seen  at  a much  greater  distance ; floating  lights  are  frequently  obscured 
by  the  spray,  and  become  less  perceptible  from  the  vessel  being  constantly _ m 
motion.  I may  also  mention  that  a fixed  light  is  placed  in  a position  tna 
vessels  are  to  avoid,  whereas  floating  lights  are  often  placed  in  the  fair  way 
channel,  and  thus  to  a certain  extent  obstruct  the  navigation.  I may  observ. 
that  in  reference  to  the  foundation  of  the  Maplin  Lighthouse,  nine  pillars  were 
laid  in  nine  consecutive  days,  which  proves  that  no  great  delay  would  ta 
place  upon  any  occasion  in  erecting  such  a lighthouse,  should  the  weather 
favourable.  , „ 

53*7- 1,0 
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53S7.  Do  you  see  any  difficulty  in  fine  weather  in  erecting  one  of  these 
lighthouses  in  a month,  if  all  the  apparatus  was  previously  prepared  ? — I would 
rather  say  two  months ; everything  could  be  got  ready  for  putting  together 
before  going  off  to  the  bank. 

5388.  Have  you  any  other  observations  to  make  on  the  subject  of  improve- 
ments in  lighthouses,  either  as  to  their  stability  or  economy,  than  those  you 
have  made  ? — I was  asked  as  to  a comparison  between  floating  and  fixed  lights  ; 
and  I may  mention  that  the  dioptric  refracting  light,  by  the  use  of  which  greater 
economy  and  efficiency  is  secured,  is  applicable  to  fixed  lights,  and  not  to  float- 
ing fights. 

5389.  Do  you  consider  the  dioptric  fight  a great  improvement  on  the  ordi- 
nary reflecting  fight? — I believe  it  is  very  generally  considered  so.  With 
regard  to  the  two  channels  to  which  I have  referred,  the  Queen’s  and  the 
Prince’s  Channels,  I believe  if  lighthouses  were  erected  in  one  or  other  of  those 
Channels,  it  is  the  opinion  of  nautical  men  that  vessels  could  go  up  the  river  at 
all  hours  of  the  night,  when  the  tide  served,  instead  of,  as  at  present,  being 
obliged  to  drop  their  anchors  and  wait  outside  until  the  morning.  Since  the 
year  1 840  I have  been  informed  there  has  been  nearly  a million  of  property  lost 
on  the  Margate  Sands,  and  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  entrance  of  the  Queen’s 
Channel. 

5390.  You  mean  to  say  that  it  would  be  advantageous  to  establish  fixed 
lights,  not  only  in  places  where  floating  lights  now  are,  but  in  other  places 
where  there  are  no  fights  at  all  ? — Yes. 

5391.  Huw  many  lights  would  be  requisite  to  fight  the  Queen’s  or  the 
Prince’s  Channel  ? — I should  suppose  three  lights  would  do,  at  an  expense  of 
probably  30,000 1. 


Mr.  Henry  Vereker  and  Mr.  George  Hatpin,  jun.  re-called;  and  further 
Examined. 

5392.  Chairman.']  (To  Mr.  Vereker.)  YOU  were  asked  in  your  last  examina- 
tion to  furnish  a return  of  the  amount  of  the  balance  at  the  credit  of  the  Ballast 
Board,  on  the  1st  January  1845;  do  you  produce  that? — 1 hold  in  my  hand 
the  return  of  the  corporation ; which  is,  that  the  balance  at  the  credit  of  the 
Corporation  for  preserving  and  improving  the  port  of  Dublin,  on  the  lighthouse 
fund,  on  the  1st  January  1845  (say  31st  December  1844),  in  the  Bank  of 
Ireland,  is  39,229  l.  0 s.  3 d. 

5393.  (To  Mr.  Hatpin.)  You  were  requested  to  give  in  a comparative  state- 
ment of  the  annual  average  expense  for  maintaining  one  Argand  burner  in  the 
Trinity  House  Lights,  in  the  Northern  Lights,  and  in  the  Irish  Lights ; do  you 
produce  that  ?— I have  prepared  it.  On  the  last  day  I was  asked  what  was  the 
average  cost  of  maintaining  a burner  in  the  Irish  Lights  for  one  year;  I was  not 
at  the  moment  prepared  to  state  the  precise  amount;  I have  since  made  the 
calculation  and  prepared  a statement  of  it,  which  I will  hand  in.  The  annual 
cost  of  maintaining  one  burner  would  be  23  /.  8 s.  8 d. ; and  I have  stated  in 
detail  the  grounds  upon  which  I have  made  that  calculation.  I have  drawn  out 
the  paper  in  a form  very  nearly  similar  to  one  before  the  Committee,  which  I 
saw  by  the  indulgence  of  the  Chairman.  (The  same  was  delivered  in.) 

5394-  Have  you  any  further  observations  to  make  to  the  Committee  on  the 

subjects  on  which  you  have  been  examined  ? — I was  asked  respecting  the  com- 
parative expense  of  burning  sperm  oil  and  rapeseed  oil ; I have  since  had  an 
opportunity  of  seeing  a statement  of  the  expense  of  the  rapeseed  oil,  and  com- 
paring it  with  the  expense  of  our  lamps.  _ . . ' . 

5395-  Do  you  mean  the  statement  which  was  given  in  by  Mr.  Wilkins  < 
Yes.  1 find  (as  I stated  was  my  opinion  upon  that  occasion)  that  the  difference 
of  cost  would  not  be  at  all  what  might  be  inferred  from  the  difference  in  the 
price  per  gallon  of  the  several  oils.  I find  that  for  a light  of  1 5 burners,  fitted 
with  catoptric  lamps,  G85  gallons  of  rapeseed  oil  would  be  required,  while  the 
same  number  of  Argand  lamps  would  require  only  570  gallons  of  sperm  oil, 
making  a difference  of  about  20  per  cent.  : and  that  with  the  catoptric  lamps 
six  gross  of  glass  cylinders  would  be  required,  while  Argand  lamps  would  only 
require  two  gross.  For  the  catoptric  lamps  24  gross  of  cotton  wicks  would  be 
requisite,  for  the  Argand  lamps  only  9 gross  of  cotton  wicks,  and  so  on  with  the 
other  small  stores  in  proportion.  So  that  upon  the  whole,  for  the  mere  light- 
room  stores,  the  fight  from  15  catoptric  burners  would  cost  15H.  19  s.  per 
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annum,  while  the  same  number  of  Argand  lamps  would  cost  186Z.  14s. ; and  if 
you  carry  out  the  comparison  to  the  total  expense  for  maintaining  each  light- 
house, it  would  mostly  amount  to  a difference  of  from  one-fifteenth  to  one-tenth, 
the  saving  being  only  in  the  oil.  The  expense  of  lightkeepers,  fuel,  and  other 
stores  would  be  the  same  for  each.  There  would  be  a difference  of  from  one- 
fifth  to  one-sixth  upon  the  mere  lightroom  stores,  but  there  would  be  only  a 
difference  of  from  one-fifteenth  to  one-tenth  upon  the  whole,  in  many  cases. 

5396.  Have  you  made  that  calculation  from  Mr.  Wilkins’s  statement  of  what 
is  requisite  for  a light  of  15  burners  with  rapeseed  oil  ? — I have,  as  compared 
with  the  average  cost  of  maintaining  the  lamps  in  our  lighthouses. 

.5397.  Mr.  Mitcalfe  ] That  is  to  say,  if  a light  of  certain  burners  with  sperm 
oil  costs  1,500/.  per  annum,  a lamp  of  the  same  number  of  burners  with 
rapeseed  oil  would  cost  1,400/.  per  annum? — Yes,  or  thereabouts,  taking  the 
proportions  stated. 

5398.  Mr.  Duncan.']  I think  you  stated  in  your  previous  examination,  that 
the  illuminating  power  of  the  rapeseed  oil  was  not  so  great  as  that  of  sperm?— 
Yes  ; I stated  there  would  not  be  the  same  light  from  equal  quantities  of  the  oils. 

5399.  Chairman.]  You  do  not  state  that  as  the  result  of  experiments  made 
by  yourself? — Not  as  respects  the  rapeseed  oil.  I infer  also,  from  the  greater 
quantity  of  cotton  wicks  used  with  the  catoptric  lamps,  and  the  greater 
number  of  glasses  broken  or  used,  that  there  may  be  an  objection  to  the  use 
in  lighthouses  of  the  catoptric  lamp  with  rapeseed  oil,  apart  from  the  difference 
of  expense. 

5400.  You  have  heard  the  evidence  which  has  been  given  by  Mr.  Mitchell 
respecting  the  erection  of  a beacon  and  lighthouse  upon  the  Kish  Bank ; have 
you  any  observations  to  make  upon  that  evidence  ? — I would  wish  to  remark, 
upon  the  opinion  offered  by  him  that  if  the  lighthouse  had  been  placed  at  the 
position  of  the  experimental  pile  it  would  have  stood,  that  the  proposed 
position  is  two  cables’  length  farther  in  on  the  bank,  more  to  the  southward, 
and  vessels  in  passing  the  bank  pass  to  the  northward ; the  proposed  position 
being  so  much  farther  in  upon  the  bank,  is  not  so  eligible  in  that  respect, 
although  the  bank  is  there  somewhat  broader.  I agree  in  opinion  with  Mr. 
Mitchell,  there  would  at  the  new  position  be  less  liability  to  the  motion  or 
action  which  caused  the  prostration  of  the  former  piles,  and  that  there  would 
be  an  advantage  from  the  bank  there  being  so  much  wider ; although  the  first 
position  being  one-fifth  of  a mile  northward  on  the  point  of  the  bank,  would 
be  more  useful  to  shipping,  and  led  to  its  selection. 

5401.  (To  Mr.  Vereker.)  In  wliat  state  is  the  agreement  now  between  Mr. 
Mitchell  and  the  Ballast  Board  ? — The  former  contract  entered  into  by  Mr.  Mit- 
chell is  now  null  and  void,  inasmuch  as  he  has  not  erected  the  lighthouse ; it 
has  fallen,  and  he  has  ceased  to  work ; so  that  the  agreement  is  at  an  end,  and 
no  new  agreement  has  been  concluded. 

5402.  Is  it  the  intention  of  the  Ballast  Board,  so  far  as  you  are  aware,  to 
avail  themselves  of  Mr.  Mitchell’s  plans  in  another  place  ? — With  regard  to 
beacons  it  is,  but  with  respect  to  lighthouses  it  is  not  at  present.  The  subject 
has  not  been  under  their  consideration  except  as  regards  beacons. 

5403.  (To  Mr.  Halpin.)  Have  you  any  other  observations  to  make?— I may 
remark,  with  respect  to  dioptric  lights,  although  the  Ballast  Board  have  only 
one  at  present  in  use,  they  have  ordered  the  three  towers  now  in  progress  to 
be  fitted  with  them,  and  purpose  introducing  them  wherever  there  can  be  a 
positive  advantage  from  their  adoption.  I consider  that  where  much  more  than 
one-half  the  circle  is  illuminated,  there  is  an  advantage  in  the  dioptric  light, 
and  there  is  also  a more  equal  diffusion  of  the  light  from  it. 

5404.  For  fixed  or  revolving  lights  ?— Principally  for  fixed  lights ; they  have 
not  resolved  upon  adopting  it  for  revolving  lights. 

54°.5-  Have  they  come  to  that  determination  from  a conviction  of  the  supe- 
riority of  the  dioptric  light  over  the  common  reflectors  ? — Chiefly  on  grounds 
of  economy. 

5406.  You  say  there  is  a superiority  in  the  light? — There  is  a somewhat  more 
equal  diffusion  of  the  light  around : between  the  angles  of  divergence  of  the 
reflectors  there  is  some  inequality  in  the  strength  of  the  light,  but  in  a well- 
arranged  reflecting  light  there  is  no  very  great  difference  from  a refracting 
light,  unless  in  point  of  economy. 
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APPENDIX. 


PAPERS  RELATING  TO  THE  TRINITY-HOUSE,  DEPTFORD  STROND. 


Sir,  Trinity  House,  London,  17  March  1845. 

I have  the  honour  to  transmit  to  you,  pursuant  to  an  Order  of  the  Select  Committee  of 
the  Honourable  The  House  of  Commons  on  Lighthouses,  dated  the  6th  instant,  the  accom- 
panying copy  of  the  Minute  of  the  6th  February  1844,  laid  by  the  Deputy  Master  before 
the  Court  of  the  Corporation  of  Trinity  House,  upon  the  subject  of  Lighthouses;  also,  a 
copy  of  a further  Minute  on  the  same  subject,  which  he  laid  before  the  Court  on  the  4th 
instant. 

I have,  &c. 

Joseph  Hume,  Esq.  M.  P.  (signed)  J.  Herbert. 


MINUTE  of  the  Deputy  Master  of  the  Trinity  House,  London,  submitted  to  the 
Court  of  that  Corporation,  on  the  6th  February  1844. 

It  cannot  fail  to  be  in  the  recollection  of  the  majority  of  the  Brethren  constituting  the 
Court  of  this  Corporation,  that,  so  far  back  as  the  year  1822,  the  Select  Committee  of  The 
House  of  Commons,  then  sitting  on  the  Foreign  Trade  of  the  Country,  deemed  it  their  duty 
to  embrace,  under  the  terms  of  the  reference  of  The  House,  an  inquiry  into  the  constitution, 
general  revenue,  and  expenditure  of  the  Trinity  House,  the  revenue  and  management  of 
the  lighthouses  belonging  to  the  Crown  and  to  this  Corporation,  and  also  of  those  then  held 
by  individuals  under  various  tenures,  some  of  which  were  for  limited  periods,  and  others 
under  Act  of  Parliament  in  perpetuo.  It  may  not  be  necessary  at  this  time  to  enter  into 
any  lengthened  statement  of  the  proceedings  of  that  Committee,  or  to  advert  to  its  results, 
further  than  to  remark  that  an  Act  of  Parliament  was  passed  (3  Geo.  4,  c.  Ill),  and 
received  the  Royal  Assent  on  the  29th  July  1822,  in  order,  among  other  purposes,  to  autho- 
rise the  accomplishment  of  such  of  the  recommendations  of  the  Select  Committee  before 
■adverted  to,  as  the  Legislature  deemed  it  advisable  should  be  carried  into  effect.  By  this 
Act  the  corporation  was  empowered  to  purchase  the  interests  of  private  individuals  in  light- 
houses, and  in  the  revenues  derivable  from  their  establishment  and  maintenance  ; and  under 
its  provisions  certain  of  the  leases  granted  by  the  Trinity  House  were  purchased  at  the 
several  prices  (exclusive  of  charges)  herein  respectively  set  forth  ; viz. — 

£.  s.  d. 

1823.  Flatholm 15,828  19  4 

1825.  Fern  -------  36,000  - - 

1829.  Burnham  -------  13,500  - - 

In  this  Act  power  was  also  given,  for  the  first  time,  to  the  Trinity  House,  with  the  consent 
•or  on  the  requisition  of  Her  Majesty  in  Council,  to  reduce,  alter,  modify,  and  relinquish 
duties,  a power  which  the  Corporation  forthwith  largely  exercised  for  the  advantage  of  the 
shipping  interest. 

From  this  time  until  the  year  1834,  the  interference  of  Parliament  in  matters  relating  to 
the  management  of  the  Trinity  House,  or  to  that  of  lighthouse  property  in  general,  although 
exercised  in  occasional  motions  for  the  production  of  papers  and  accounts,  does  not  appear 
to  call  for  particular  notice ; but  in  that  year  a Select  Committee  of  the  House  of  Commons 
Tvas  appointed,  on  the  motion  of  Joseph  Hume,  esq.,  then  Member  for  Middlesex,  “ To 
inquire  into  the  state  and  management  of  the  Lighthouses,  Floating  Lights,  Buoys,  Beacons, 
&c.  under  the  charge  and  management”  of  this  Corporation;  “ of  those  in  Scotland  and  in 
Ireland,  and  of  others  in  the  hands  of  any  other  corporation,  public  body,  or  private  indivi- 
duals, their  respective  Revenues  and  Expenses,  and  the  authorities  under  which  the  Dues 
ior  the  same  were  collected  and  applied  ; also,  the  circumstances  attending  the  renewal  of 
the  leases  of  the  Crown  Lighthouses ; and  further,  to  ascertain  the  extent  of  relief  which 
had  been  afforded  by  reduction  of  Light  Duties  in  the  United  Kingdom  since  1822,  and  to 
consider  whether,  by  any  alteration  in  the  management,  these  Dues  can  be  further  reduced 
tor  the  relief  of  the  Shipping  of  the  country.” 

The  consequent  proceedings  of  that  Committee,  the  voluminous  mass  of  evidence  which, 
■was  appended  to  their  Report,  and  the  various  recommendations  embodied  therein,  are  so 
^well  known  to  every  member  of  the  Court,  as  to  render  especial  notice  thereof  in  this 
■Minute  altogether  unnecessary;  and  this,  were  the  Brethren  not  so  fully  informed  on  the 
°-36.  X x subject. 


Appendix,  No.  l. 


Minute  of  the 
Deputy  Master  of 
the  Trinity  House, 
London, 

6 February  184.4. 
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Appendix,  No.  1.  subject,  is  still  less  requisite,  by  reason  of  tlie  detailed  observations  thereupon,  which,  con- 

sequent  upon  the  desire  of  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  His  Majesty’s  Treasury,  si<mi6ed 

Minute  of  the  by  letter  of  the  20th  February  1835,  were  submitted  by  this  Corporation  to  their  Lordships 
Deputy  Master  of  a Report  signed  by  the  secretary,  and  dated  28th  February  1835.  This  Report,  it  will 
the  Trinity  House,  be  remembered,  was  ordered  to  be  laid  before  the  House  of  Commons,  on  the  motion  of 
r°r  1°"’  8 Sir  Thomas  Fremantle,  and  was  printed  by  order  of  The  House  in  the  month  of  April  fol- 

6 February  1844.  }owjngi  q0  this  document,  a printed  copy  of  which  is  appended  to  this  Minute,  the 

’ ! attention  of  the  Elder  Brethren  is  especially  requested,  as  setting  forth,  fully  and  satis- 

factorily, the  views  then  entertained  in  respect  of  the  recommendations  contained  in  the 
' Report  of  the  Select  Committee  of  The  Honourable  House. 

In  the  succeeding  Session  of  Parliament  a Bill  was  introduced  into  the  House  of  Commons 
by  Mr.  Joseph  Hume,  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  into  effect  such  of  the  recommendations 
before  referred  to,  as  Parliament,  after  due  consideration,  should  deem  it  advisable  to  require 
or  authorize : this  Bill,  however,  encountered  great  opposition,  and  was  withdrawn  on  the 

13th  August.  In  the  following  Session,  viz.  on  the  8th  February  1830,  a Bill  was  again 

introduced  by  Mr.  Hume,  and  again  withdrawn  on  the  2d  March.  A third  Bill  was,  on  the 
23d  June  of  the  same  Session,  brought  in  by  the  late  Lord  Sydenham,  then  Mr.  Poulett 
Thomson,  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade,  and  Mr.  Labouchere,  the  Vice-president  of  that 
Board ; and  the  proposed  enactments  being  therein  rendered  less  objectionable  to  the  Scotch 
and  Irish  Members,  and  being  concurred  in  by  the  Government  and  by  this  Corporation, 
the  Bill  passed  both  Houses,  and  received  the  Royal  Assent  on  the  13th  August  1836. 
The  interval  of  time,  therefore,  which  elapsed  between  the  date  of  the  Report  of  the  Select 
Committee  (8th  August  1834),  and  . that  of  the  said  Act  of  Parliament  (13th  August  1836), 
somewhat  exceeded  two  years,  and  consequently  afforded  ample  opportunity  for  the  delibe- 
ration requisite  to  the  formation  of  a correct  judgment,  in  respect  of  the  Parliamentary  pro- 
visions which  it  would  be  proper  to  found  upon  that  Report. 

It  results,  therefore,  that  the  enactments  contained  in  the  said  Act  of  Parliament, 

6 & 7 Will.  4,  c.  79,  whether  they  be  compulsory,  as  they  apply  to  the  holders  of  private 
lights ; regulative,  as  they  regard  lighthouses  generally  ; or  in  enlargement  of  those  previ- 
ously contained  in  the  before-mentioned  Act  of  the  3d  Geo.  4,  c.  Ill,  were  then  deemed,  as 
indeed  they  have  since  proved  to  be,  amply  sufficient  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  into  effect 
all  necessary  measures  relating  to  those  objects  which,  in  connexion  with  the  Select  Com- 
mittee’s Report,  the  Act  had  in  view,  as  requiring  provision  or  further  Parliamentary  regu- 
lation or  authority.  Since  the  passing  of  that  Act,  a farther  interval  of  more  than  seven 
years  has  taken  place.  During  that  period,  all  the  material  objects  which  had  been  con- 
templated, and  were  susceptible  of  immediate  accomplishment,  have  been  carried  into  full 
effect  by  this  Corporation,  and  many  others  of  less  importance,  and  consequently  of  a less 
obtrusive  character,  although,  in  a pecuniary  point  of  view,  of  more  advantage  at  the  present 
time  to  the  public  revenue  and  to  the  shipping  interest,  have  been  adopted,  and  are  in 
operation. 

Under  these  circumstances,,  the  Deputy  Master  lias  deemed  it  the  fitting  time  to  place 
before  the  Court  this  Minute,  in  which,  after  submitting  the  foregoing  preliminary  remarks, 
he  proposes  to  embody  a short  statement  of  the  terms  ou  which  the  Crown  lighthouses 
were,  by  the  Act  6 St,  7 Will.  4,  c.  79,  vested  in  this  Corporation  ; those  on  which  the  pur- 
chases of  the  several  lighthouses  held  by  private  individuals  have  been  effected ; the  sources 
from,  and  the  terms  on  which  the  money  for  completing  those  purchases  lias  been  obtained, 
and  to  advert  generally  to  the  reductions  of  duty  and  other  regulations  which  have  been 
adopted  under  its  provisions,  for  the  relief  of  the  public  revenue  and  the  shipowner.  The 
date  of  the  completion  of  the  purchase  of  the  last  light  in  private  hands  (the  Skerries)  was 
the  12th  September  1842  ; a sufficient  time  had  not,  therefore,  until  now  elapsed  to  enable 
him  to  bring  the  whole  subject,  with  the  result  and  working  of  the  several  measures  con- 
templated by  the  Act,  and  since  effected,  under  the  notice  of  the  Court ; the  desire  which 
he  has  had  to  do  so  whenever  the  proper  time  should  arrive,  is  at  the  present  moment 
strengthened  by  the  circumstance  of  the  re-assembling  of  Parliament,  and  by  the  terms  of 
the  notice  which  was  placed  on  the  Order  Book  of  the  House  of  Commons  at  the  close  of 
the  last  session  by  Mr.  Joseph  Hume,  of  which  notice  the  following  is  a copy ; viz. 

“ Mr.  Hume. — Select  Committee,  to  inquire  into  the  state  ancl  management  of  the 
Lighthouses,  Floating  Lights,  Buoys  and  Beacons,  under  the  charge  and  management  of  the 
Corporation  of  Trinity  House  of  Deptford  Strond;  of  the  Commissioners  of  Novthem 
Lighthouses;  of  the  Corporation  for  preserving  and  improving  the  Port  of  Dublin;  and  of 
all  those  in  the  hands  of  any  other  corporation,  public  body,  or  private  individuals ; also, 
into  the  amount  of  the  Gross  Revenue  and  the  Expenses  of  managing  the  same;  into  the 
amount  of  the  Net  Revenue  and  the  appropriation  thereof;  also,  into  the  manner  in  which 
the  respective  Dues  are  collected  and  applied,  since  the  year  1834;  also,  whether  the 
recommendations  of  the  Select  Committee  of  this  House  of  1834,  and  the  enactments  of  the 
Act  6 & 7 Will.  4,  c.  79,  have  been  carried  into  effect;  also,  to  ascertain  the  extent  0 
relief  which  has  been  afforded  by  the  reduction  of  Light  Dues  and  other  charges  to  the 
Shipping  of  the  United  Kingdom  since  1834,  and  to  consider  and  report  whether,  by  any 
means,  those  Dues  can  be  further  reduced,  or  the  expenses  of  the  management  be  lessened, 
for  the  relief  of  the  Shipping  of  the  country,  without  impairing  the  utility  of  those  esta- 
blishments.” 0 

Having  premised  these  few  introductory  remarks,  the  Deputy  Master  proceeds  to  submit 
the  following  statements  and  observations,  as  presenting  a compendium  of  the  measures 
which  have  been  accomplished  by  the  Corporation  in  carrying  into  effect  the  purposes  ana 
objects  of  the  Act  6 &.  7 Will.  4,  c.  79.  ° . , 

Aua 
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And  first,  in  respect  to  the  purchase  of  lighthouse  property. 

At  the  time  of  the  passing  of  that  Act,  the  general  coast  lights  remaining  in  private 
hands,  the  tenures  under  which  they  were  severally  held,  and  the  terms  on  which  the  pur- 
chases thereof  have  respectively  been  effected,  are  as  follow  ; viz., 


Lighthouse. 

Remaining 
Term  of  Lease. 

Net  Revenue. 

Hate  per  Cent. 

for  Money, 

. to  Purchase. 

Amount  of  Purchase-Money. 

IiOUgships  - 

9 h years 

£.  s.  d. 
5,730  9 3 
(6,300  10  7 
in  1 342.) 

G 

- - - 

£. 

40,696 

17 

d. 

6 

Smalls 

41  years 

11,142  1 - 
(12,775  7 2 
in  1842.) 

6 

" 

170,468 

7 

- 

Winterton  and 
Orford. 

- - 12  years  and 
5 months. 

4,050  15  2 
(3,971  1 11 

in  1842.) 

4i 

- 

37,896 

7 

1 

Harwich  - 

- 12  years  and 
5 days. 

3,476  15  5 
(10,234  8 - 
in  1842.) 

4| 

31,730 

1 

- 

Dungeness  - 

- 12  years  and 
175  days. 

2,230  17  5 
(6,505  8 4 
in  1842.) 

- 

20,954 

2 

5 

Hunstanton 

- - 9 months  16 
days,  to  Oct. 
1837. 

503  11  11 

384  2 10 

Ditto 

- - Ilf  years 
from  Oct.  1837. 

136  1 8 

4£ 

1,221  - 8 

1,605 

in  1842.) 

Tinmouth  - 

In  perpetuity  - 

6,305  9 8 
(3,386  7 4 
in  1842.) 

- 23  i years’ 
purchase. 

- 

124,678 

17 

2 

Spurn 

- ditto 

13,171  10  10 
(10,761  2 8 
in  1842.) 

-23i  years’ 
purchase.* 

" 

309,531 

4 

7 

Skerries 

- ditto 

20,041  18  6 
(14,778  IS  11 
in  1842.) 

-Award  of 
Jury. 

444,984 

11 

3 

Total 

- - - £. 

1,182,545 

11 

6 

* Three-fourths  by  the  award  of  a jury. 


The  necessary  funds  for  completing  these  purchases  have  been  provided  from  the  follow'- 
ing  sources ; viz. 

First.  The  whole  of  the  funded  property  of  the  corporation  (not  under  special  trust), 
with  the  exception  of  a reserved  amount  of  20,000 1.  capital,  3 1.  per  cent.  Consols. 

Second.  The  funded  stock  constituting  the  “ Pilots’  Fund,”  previously  vested  in  3 \l. 
per  cent.  Reduced. 

Third.  A loan  of  150,000 1.  from  Her  Majesty’s  Treasury. 

Fourth.  Monies  raised  upon  the  Corporation’s  Bonds,  as  authorized  by  the  30tli  section 
of  the  Act  6 & 7 Will.  4,  c.  79,  which,  in  the  aggregate,  amount  to  the  sum  of 
1,121,675/.  4s.  6 d.,  and  these  funds  have  been  so  obtained,  borrowed  and  applied,  at  a 
charge  of  4/.  per  cent,  per  annum. 

It  will  be  observed,  that  the  principal  objects  of  the  Select  Committee  of  the  House  of 
Commons,  as  set  forth  in  their  Report,  are  recognized  in  the -preamble  to  the  Act  C & 7 
Will.  4,  c.  79;  and  in  accomplishment  of  so  much  thereof  as  relates  to  reduction  of  duty 
much  has  been  done ; but  the  very  material  diminution  of  rates  which  took  place  immedi- 
ately after  the  passing  of  the  Act  3 Geo.  4,  c.  Ill,  prevents  the  Deputy  Master,  under  the 
existence  of  the  very  large  amount  of  the  aforesaid  debt  which  still  remains  unliquidated, 
from  encouraging  any  expectation  that  farther  relief,  to  any  great  extent,  can,  in  that 
respect,  be  granted  until  after  considerable  lapse  of  time,  although  possibly  measures  of 
beneficial  regulation  may,  from  time  to  time,  he  conceded  to  the  shipping  interest,  should 
any  instances  he  found  in  which  the  existing  mode  of  charge  is  so  onerous  as  to  justify 
such  concessions;  the  several  propositions  now  in  preparation  to  he  submitted  to  Her 
Majesty  in  Council,  pursuant  to  the  Court’s  recent  direction,  exemplify  what  is  here  alluded 
to;  but  it  is  satisfactory  to  the  Deputy  Master  to  be  enabled  to  remark,  that  a consider- 
able diminution  of  the  amount  of  debt  above  specified  has  been  effected  by  the  repayment 
of  the  whole  loan  made  by  Her  Majesty’s  Government  as  above  stated,  although  in  order 
to  effect  this  the  means  of  the  Corporation  have  been  necessarily  aided  by  a loan  of 

0.36.  x x 2 50,000 1. 


Appendix,  No.  1. 

Minute  of  the 
Deputy  Master  of 
the  Trinity  House, 
London, 
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Minute  of  the 
Deputy  Master  of 
the  Trinity  House 
London, 

6 February  1844. 


. 50,0002.  obtained  at  the  rate  of  3 2.  per  cent,  instead  of  4 2.  percent,  previously  payable 
under  the  bond  by  which  the  principal  sum  advanced  by  the  Treasury  was  secured;  and 
farther,  that  the  state  of  the  money  market  having  enabled  the  Corporation  to  take  mea- 
sures for  reducing  the  rate  of  interest  payable  on  so  much  of  the  monies  raised  upon  bond 
, as  was  subject  to  repayment  upon  six  months’  notice,  the  necessary  steps  have  been  taken 
in  the  manner  directed  by  the  Act  of  Parliament  for  enabling  the  Corporation  to  pay  off  the 
said  bonds  on  the  28th  May  next,  being  six  months  from  the  date  of  the  notices  so  given; 
an  intimation  has  also  been  made  to  the  holders  of  the  bonds,  in  all  practicable  cases' 
affording  them  the  option  of  continuing  their  loans  at  32.  instead  of  42.  per  cent.;  and 
under  the  circumstance  of  bonds  of  equal,  though  not  better  security,  bearing  a premium 
in  the  market,  he  has  no  expectation  of  encountering  difficulty  in  obtaining  the  necessary 
monies  to  enable  the  Trinity  House  to  meet  the  demands  of  such  of  the  holders  as  may  be 
unwilling  to  accept  the  lesser  rate  of  interest ; these  measures,  however,  have  not  been 
resorted  to  by  the  Corporation  until  after  the  Board  of  Treasury  had  declined  to  advance 
the  money  from  the  Consolidated  Fund,  or  to  reduce  the  rate  of  interest  payable  to  them 
below  4 /.  per  cent. 

In  continuance  of  the  subject  of  the  purchases  of  Light  Houses,  it  appears  necessary  to 
remark  only,  that  the  whole  of  them  were  effected  by  private  arrangement,  sanctioned  by 
the  Lords  Commissioners  of  Her  Majesty’s  Treasury,  as  required  by  the  Act  6 Sc  7 William  4, 
c.  79,  with  the  exception  only  of  the  three-fourths  part  of  those  at  the  Spurn  Point,  held  by 
Mr.  J.  B.  B.  Angell,  and  the  whole  of  the  Skerries  Lighthouse,  the  value  of  each  of  which 
was  determined  by  juries,  as  regards  the  Spurn,  at  York,  on  the  20th  March  1841,  and  as 
regards  the  Skerries,  at  Beaumaris,  on  the  26th  July  1841. 

By  reference  to  the  observations  before  adverted  to,  as  having  been  sent  to  the  Board  of 
Treasury  on  the  28th  February  1835,  and  to  the  statements  contained  in  the  preceding 
remarks,  it  will  be  found  that  all  the  amendments  of  the  lighthouse  system  which,  in  respect 
of  the  purchase  and  management  of  lighthouses,  had  been  contemplated  by  the  Act  of 
Parliament  which  passed  consequent  upon  the  Report  of  the  Committee  of  the  House  of 
Commons,  have  been  effected ; it  remains,  therefore,  only  to  show  that  the  other  recom- 
mendations contained  in  that  Report  have  been  also  duly  attended  to  and  carried  into 
operation,  under  the  general  powers  given  by  the  said  Act  of  the  6 8c  7 William  4,  c.  79, 
sections  56,  57  and  58,  so  far  as  the  Elder  Brethren  have  felt  it  right,  either  from  consi- 
derations of  a more  public  and  general  nature,  or  from  due  regard  to  the  charitable  and 
other  public  purposes  for  “ which  the  corporation  was  established  and  maintained,”  to 
promote  the  objects  of  those  recommendations. 

The  subject  which  therefore  next  claims  attention  is,  that  of  reduction  of  charge  connected 
with  the  collection  of  duties  and  the  maintenance  of  the  lights.  As  regards  the  latter,  it 
has  ever  been,  as  it  must  always  continue  to  be,  the  anxious  desire  of  the  corporation  to 
observe  all  needful  economy,  consistent  with  the  efficient  maintenance  of  the  lights  on  the 
most  improved  principles,  the  reasonable  comfort  and  accommodation  of  the  light-keepers, 
and  the  general  good  order  and  appearance  of  the  respective  establishments.  The  various 
improvements  which  have  been  effected  in  these  important  points  have,  in  many  instances, 
involved  large  outlays,  whence  it  is  improbable  that  any  considerable  reduction  of  expen- 
diture under  the  head  of  “ maintenance,”  can  be  shown  at  the  present  time ; farther  im- 
provements in  respect  of  the  mode  of  exhibiting  the  lights,  and  the  ventilation  of  the  lanterns, 
under  the  scientific  advice  and  superintendence  of  Professor  Faraday,  are  now  in  progress, 
and  others  are  contemplated,  whereby  additional  outlays  will  be  required,  producing  charges 
exceeding  the  ordinary  annual  average  ; when  these  works  shall  have  been  completed,  no 
doubt  can  be  entertained  that  the  lighthouses  in  England  will,  in  the  aggregate,  be  main- 
tained at  as  moderate  an  expense  as  is  consistent  with  the  far  more  important  consideration 
of  improved  efficiency.  In  respect  of  the  charge  for  the  collection  of  duties,  the  Deputy 
Master  would  beg  leave  to  draw  the  Court’s  attention  to  the  remarks  made  in  the  paper  of 
observations  before  referred  to,  in  which  the  Elder  Brethren  express  their  dissent  from  the 
remarks  of  the  Committee  of  the  House  of  Commons,  but  state  their  expectation  that, 
under  the  regulations  which  they  might  be  enabled  to  establish  upon  the  transfer  of  the 
private  lights  to  the  Trinity  House,  “ the  average  rate  of  commission  upon  the  aggregate 
amount  collected  may  be  reduced  to  5 2.  per  cent,  "or  less.”  The  following  statement  will 
show,  that  the  result  of  the  measures  upon  which  that  expectation  was  founded,  has  fully 
justified  the  statement  then  made,  viz. : 

Average  Rate  of  Commission  and  Salaries  to  Collectors,  Sub-Collectors,  8tc. 

£.  s.  d. 


In  the  year  1036  (being  that  of  the  Act  so  frequently  adverted  to)  - 7 4 1 per  cent. 

1837  - - - - 419  — 

1838  - - - - - - - - - -3  18  5 — 

1839  3 17  11  — 

1840  - - - - - - - - - -3  18  3 — 

1841  3 17  11  — 

1842  3 17  6 — 


It  now  remains  to  notice  those  subjects  which  are  comprised  under  the  head  “Miscel- 
laneous,” in  the  “Observations”  of  the  Corporation  before  referred  to ; and  thereafter  to 
offer  some  remarks  upon  particular  parts  of  this  subject. 

1.  The  lights  at  Heligoland  and  Bembridge  have  been  vested  in  the  Trinity  House  by 
the  said  Act  6 8c  7 Will.  4,  c.  79 ; the  first  named,  with  the  tolls  therein  specified  for  its 

maintenance; 
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maintenance ; the  latter,  without  revenue ; this  distinction  is  founded  on  the  light  off  Appendix,  No.  i 

Bembridge  having  been  established  during  the  last  war,  at  the  charge  of  Government,  for  1 

the  benefit  of  Her  Majesty’s  service,  in  connexion  with  the  great  naval  establishment  at  Minute  of  the 

Portsmouth ; its  utility  to  merchant  vessels  also  has  long  since  been  apparent,  but  as  they  Deputy  Master  of 

had  enjoyed  its  security  without  charge,  the  Trinity  House  did  not  hesitate  to  consent  to  the  Trinity  House* 

receive  and  to  maintain  it,  without  the  imposition  ol  any  new  toll.  For  the  light  at  Heligo-  London, 

land,  dues  have  always  been  paid  by  British  vessels  at  Hamburgh  and  Bremen;  but  C February  1844. 

formerly,  and  until  the  1st  January  1037,  at  no  other  place:  they  were  received  by  the  

British  consul,  and  remitted  to  England,  after  a deduction  of  20  L.  per  cent,  commission. 

The  Act  continued  the  duty,  and  made  it  payable  in  all  ports  in  the  United  Kingdom,  by 
all  vessels  to  or  from  the  rivers  Elbe  or  Weser;  the  collection  at  Hamburgh  and  Bremen 
ceased.  Foreign  vessels,  previously  free,  have  since  paid  equally  with  British  vessels  under 
the  same  circumstances,  and  the  revenue  is  collected  at  the  same  moderate  charge  as  in 
other  cases. 

2.  The  supervision  or  control  of  all  harbour  or  local  lights.  The  power  so  granted,  the 
Elder  Brethren  are  well  aware,  is  frequently  exercised,  and  it  is  hoped  with  advantage  to 
the  shipping. 

3.  The  compilation  of  tables  of  duties  for  the  government  of  the  collectors,  and  for  general 
information,  took  place  very  shortly  after  the  passing  of  the  Act.  These  tables  have  at 
different  times  since  been  revised  and  corrected,  as  the  completion  of  new  lighthouses  or 
the  modification  of  the  rates  of  charge  for  those  previously  established  has  rendered  such 
revision  and  correction  necessary,  always  under  sanction  of  Her  Majesty  in  Council,  and 
invariably  thereafter  made  public  in  the  fullest  manner. 

4.  Accounts  and  reports  respecting  lighthouses  have  been  annually  laid  before  both 
Houses  of  Parliament,  as  required  by  the  58th  sec.  of  the  Act  6 &.  7 Will.  4,  before  referred 
to ; these  have  been  regularly  printed  by  order  of  the  House  of  Commons,  and  copies 
thereof  are  appended  to  this  Minute. 

5.  The  proposed  discontinuance  of  grants  of  pensions  to  poor  mariners,  their  widows  and 
orphans.  The  remarks  which  the  Elder  Brethren  submitted  to  the  Lords  of  the  Treasury, 
in  their  observations  of  the  28th  February  1835,  clearly  manifested  that  the  Corporation  is 
authorized  so  to  apply  the  surplus  light  dues;  that  such  appropriation  is  both  humane  and 
commendable ; that  it  is  in  strict  accordance  with  the  letter  and  spirit  of  the  charter  of  the 
Corporation ; and  that  if  grounds  for  its  continuance  and  extension  were  needed,  they  were 
amply  furnished  by  the  numerous  petitioners  for  relief.  To  those  remarks,  the  Deputy 
Master  begs  to  direct  the  especial  attention  of  the  Elder  Brethren ; and  he  cannot  quit  this 
particular  subject  without  adverting  to  the  very  few  sources  which,  among  the  many  muni- 
ficent charities  in  this  country,  are  available  for  the  relief  of  the  merchant  seaman  when  in 
poverty,  misery,  or  decay  ; and,  in  so  doing,  to  express  his  earnest  desire  that  the  charity  of 
the  Corporation  could  be  so  enlarged  as  materially  to  increase  the  present  inadequate,  he 
may  perhaps  not  improperly  term  it  paltry,  allowance,  of  6 s.  per  month  to  the  reduced 
master  of  a ship. 

0.  The  regulations  for  the  admission  of  Younger  and  Elder  Brethren.  Upon  this 
subject,  the  only  remark  which  the  Deputy  Master  deems  it  necessary  to  offer,  beyond  his 
entire  concurrence  in  the  view  taken  thereof  as  expressed  in  the  paper  of  Observations,  is 
that,  under  the  revised  regulations  therein  referred  to,  three  officers  of  Her  Majesty’s  Navy, 
duly  qualified,  have  been  admitted  in  succession  to  a seat  at  the  Court  of  the  Corporation. 

The  remaining  subjects  to  which  the  Report  of  the  Select  Committee  of  the  House 
of  Commons  has  reference,  are, 

1.  That  the  light  dues  on  coasting  vessels  should  be  collected  at  the  port  of  delivery, 
iwh't  d ^ oversea  trading  vessels  in  ballast  should  be  exempt  from  any  charge  for 

3.  That  foreign  traders  should  pay  a higher  rate  of  duty  than  coasting  vessels;  and, 
tnat  the  rate  for  floating  should  be  greater  than  for  land  lights ; and, 

4.  That  the  light  dues  on  steam  vessels  should  be  modified. 

Adverting  to  these  last-mentioned  points,  for  the  purpose  of  disposing  of  them  before  he 
•leverts  to  some  of  the  previous  topics  which  appear  to  claim  especial  attention,  the  Deputy- 
Master  begs  to  remark,  r 3 

m ?*. ^bat,  subsequently  to  the  1st  January  1837  the  light  and  other  dues  payable  to  the 
9 ik  S®  costing  vessels  have  been  collected  at  the  port  of  delivery, 
h ~i* i ^ Ha.t  the  exemption  of  vessels  from  light  dues  when  navigated  wholly  in  ballast,  which 
lio-J  f^6en  con.cec*e(*  P”01'  to  the  Report  of  the  Committee  in  1834,  in  respect  of  dues  for 
i Houses  then  belonging  to  the  Trinity  House,  has  since  been  extended  to  the  dues  for 
taose  transferred  or  purchased. 

That;  although  in  many  instances  the  practice  accords  with  the  Committee’s  recom- 
n a,tl01\ both  as  regards  the  payment  of  a higher  rate  of  duty  by  foreign  traders,  and 
unH163  - • lge  ^°r  floatin=  than  for  land  lights,  it  has  nevertheless  been  impracticable, 
er  existing  circumstances,  to  take  any  measures  for  carrying  out  these  views  of  the 
omnuttee  of  the  House  of  Commons,  and  until  the  large  debt  which  has  been  incurred  in 
e pui  chase  of  lights  shall  have  been  discharged,  it  appears  to  the  Deputy  Master  that 
e establishment  of  an  uniform  rate  of  charge  cannot  be  attempted,  nor  is  it  in  his  judg- 
j ei\  .ln  any  degree  essential  as  regards  its  application  for  the  two  purposes  to  which  alone 
uis  particular  the  recommendation  of  the  Committee  is  directed:  he  trusts  that  the 
P-fou  of  this  opinion  will  not  induce  the  supposition  that  he  is  not  fully  impressed  with 

X X 3 the 
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Aonendix  No  l the  advantages  resulting  from  uniformity  of  charge,  m its  application  to  the  different  classes 

1 1 ' ' of  vessels ; and  the  lesser  rates  imposed  on  coasting  vessels  in  many  of  the  authorities  under 

Minute  of  the  which  they  are  levied,  shows  that  the  principle  has  long  been  recognized  and  acted  on- 
Deputy  Master  of  the  same  remark  may  also  be  made  in  respect  of  the  existing  distinctive  charge  for  shore 
the  Trinity  House,  and  floating  lights,  the  practice  hitherto  observed  m the  establishment  of  lighthouses  bv 
London,  the  Trinity  House  has  been  to  regulate  the  rate  of  toll,  not  alone  by  the  estimated  cost  of 

6 February  1844.  erection  and  subsequent  maintenance,  but  also  by  the  amount  of  passing  tonnage  at 

the  time  when  the  light  has  been  applied  for ; thus  regulating  the  division  of  payment  by 

number  of  contributors.  The  great  increase  of  the  passing  trade  on  some  parts  of  our  coasts 
has  enabled  the  Corporation  to  establish  and  maintain  new  lights  in  those  situations  at 
an  extremely  moderate  rate  of  charge  ; indeed  in  several  instances  so  low,  viz.,  an  uniform 
rate  of  one-eighth  of  a penny  per  ton,  as  almost  to  preclude  the  application  of  the  distinction 
recommended.  Should  the  time  ever  arrive  at  which  the  shipping  interest,  regardless 
of  the  urgent  claims  of  worn-out  or  disabled  mariners,  and  the  numerous  and  urgent 
petitions  of  their  distressed  widows  and  orphans  for  relief  from  the  funds  of  the  Trinity 
House,  shall  press  for  those  farther  reductions  of  light  dues  which  some  Members  of  the 
Select  Committee  of  the  House  of  Commons  appear  to  have  regarded  as  more  entitled 
to  attention  than  any  considerations  of  charity,  it  is  apprehended  that  in  yielding  thereto 
difficulty  might  arise  in  carrying  out  the  Committee’s  principle  of  uniformity,  without  in 
some  instances  adding  to  the  present  rate  of  charge ; the  abstract  principle  of  equalization 
may  be  good,  but  its  practical  application  might  not  in  all  cases  be  unattended  with 
difficulty,  and  possibly  even  with  injustice.  N 

4.  The  duties  on  steam-vessels. 

The  observations  contained  in  the  printed  paper  referred  to  are  silent  in  respect  of  the 
opinion  entertained  by  the  Corporation  upon  the  view  taken  of  this  point  by  the  Committee 
of  the  House  of  Commons,  and  it  may  be  presumed,  therefore,  that  the  subject  had  not  at 
that  time  been  so  far  entertained  as  to  have  induced  the  expression  of  the  sentiments  of  the 
Elder  Brethren  thereon ; it  may,  however,  be  farther  inferred,  from  the  circumstance  thatuo 
distinctive  rate  of  light  dues  has  in  any  instance  been  established  in  favour  of  steam-vessels, 
that  the  recent  communication  to  the  Committee  of  Privy  Council  for  Trade  on  this  subject 
expresses  only  those  views  and  considerations  which  had  been,  previously  and  throughout, 
entertained  by  the  Board  thereupon.  That  communication,  which  resulted  from  a represen- 
tation to  the  Right  honourable  Committee  from  the  Association  of  Steam-ship  Owners,  was 
not  made  until  after  mature  deliberation,  and  although  the  remarks  extend  to  some  length, 
the  Deputy  Master  trusts  their  introduction  in  this  place  will  not  be  regarded  either  as  irre- 
levant or  unimportant.  The  document  adverted  to,  viz.,  a letter  addressed  to  J . G.  Shaw 
Lefevre,  esq.  and  dated  11th  July  1843,  contains  the  following  remarks,  among  other 
passages  which  have  no  immediate  reference  to  this  subject;  viz. — “In  considering  the 
general  principle  involved  in  the  first  proposition  of  the  Association,  that  all  light  dues  on 
steam-vessels  be  reduced  one-half,  and  that  in  no  case  the  maximum  r ate  shall  exceed  one 
farthing  per  ton,  the  Elder  Brethren  have  felt  it  right  to  advert  to  the  public  objects  of  this 
Corporation,  as  they  apply  to  the  safe  guidance  of  navigation,  the  charitable  relief  of  poor 
mariners,  their  widows  and  orphans,  and  the  grants,  both  Royal  and  Parliamentary,  under 
the  authority  of  which  the  lighthouse  tolls  and  duties  have  been  vested  in  the  Trinity  House. 
The  words  of  the  Royal  charter  of  confirmation  of  King  James  the  Second,  in  reference  to 
the  application  of  the  Corporation’s  revenues  to  the  charitable  purposes  above  mentioned, 
are  express  and  do  not  admit  of  doubt.  The  right  to  erect  marks  and  signs  for  the  sea  was 
bestowed  on  the  Trinity  House  by  the  Act  8 of  Elizabeth,  who  also,  by  Royal  grant  in  the 
36th  year  of  her  reign,  transferred  to  this  Corporation  for  ever  the  office  of  beaconage  and 
buoyage,  with  all  fees,  advantages,  salaries,  profits,  emoluments,  commodities  and  rights, 
incidents  and  appurtenances  whatsoever.  The  right  to  collect  tolls  for  the  support  of  the  light- 
houses respectively  is  in  many  instances,  as  already  observed,  derived  from  grants  from  the 
Crown.  In  the  first  of  these,  being  the  grant  of  tolls  for  the  Scilly  Light,  dated  24tli  June 
1680,  the  application  of  the  surplus  revenue  derived  therefrom  to  purposes  of  charity  is 
distinctly  set  forth  ; and  it  cannot  be  questioned  that,  although  not  so  expressly  stated  in 
subsequent  similar  grants,  it  was  the  intention  that  the  surplus  revenues  derived  therefrom 
respectively  should  be  applied  to  the  charitable  and  other  purposes  of  the  institution,  lws 
lias  at  all  times  been  admitted  and  acted  on,  and  this  construction  and  practice  are  clearly 
recognized  by  the  Legislature  in  the  Act  3 Geo.  4,  c.  Ill,  whereby  the  Corporation  is  em- 
powered, upon  the  requisition  or  with  the  consent  of  the  Sovereign  in  Council,  to  reduce, 
relinquish,  abolish,  alter,  or  modify  the  duties  granted  or  imposed  by  the  said  several  grants, 
charters,  or  Acts  of  Parliament,  or  any  of  them,  but  the  exercise  of  which  power  is  therein 
expressly  limited,  so  that  * it  may  be  consistent  with  the  charitable  and  other  uses,  purposes, 
and  intents  for  which  the  Corporation  has  been  established  and  maintained,’  and  mrespec 
of  the  like  power  given  by  the  56th  section  of  the  Act  6 8c  7 Will.  4,  c.  79,  its  exercise  1 
made  subject  to  such  conditions  and  ‘ limitations’  as  are  mentioned  in  the  said  Act  ol 
3d  Geo.  4,  c.  111.  , 

“In  considering,  therefore,  the  present  application  of  the  Steam-ship  Owners  Ass  • 
ciation,  or  any  other  similar  representation,  the  Elder  Brethern  feel,  that  it  heno 
them  to  have  especial  regard  to  the  present  state  of  the  Corporation's  charitable 
bursements,  and  to  the  large  number  of  distressed  mariners,  their  widows  and  orp&a  ^ 
who  are  seeking  to  obtain  relief  from  the  Corporation’s  funds,  but  to  tlie  great  majority^ 
whom  aid  cannot  be  extended,  by  reason  of  the  limited  amount  at  present  distributed , ^ 
number  of  these  poor  applicants  is  at  this  time  not  less  than  6,000,  and  the  anl0U^eS 
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vacancies  on  the  pension  list  does  not  afford  the  opportunity  of  granting  the  pension  to  more 
than  about  560  new  recipients  annually,  the  total  number  of  pensioners  being  on  the  31st 
December  last,  adults,  5,830 ; children,  *2,782.  B ut  it  is  not  alone  to  the  inadequacy  of  the 
sum  at  present  applied  in  charity,  with  reference  to  the  number  of  applicants,  that  the 
Elder  Brethren  are  desirous  of  calling  their  Lordships’  attention  ; they  would  beg  leave  to 
remark  also  upon  the  insufficiency  of  the  rates  of  the  pensions  granted  to  the  several  grades 
of  mariners,  and  more  especially  to  the  masters  of  merchant  vessels,  a class  of  persons 
whose  opportunities  of  realising  any  resourses  of  their  own,  to  meet  the  periods  of  old  age  or 
casualty,  are,  under  ordinary  circumstances,  rare ; and,  when  occurring,  inadequate ; so 
that  they,  their  widows,  and  in  many  instances  their  orphan  children  also,  must  become 
burthens  upon  the  public.  The  general  reduction  of  light  dues  now  solicited  in  favour  of 
steam-vessels,  would  necessarily  tend  to  lessen  the  charitable  means  of  the  Trinity  House, 
contrary  to  the  spirit  of  the  grants  and  the  expressed  intention  of  the  Legislature,  to  the 
benefit  alone  (subject  to  the  interference  of  the  existing  spirit  of  competition)  of  the  owner 
or  associated  owners  of  those  vessels  who,  quoad  their  property  in  such  vessels,  do  not  con- 
tribute towards  the  poor-rates  of  the  country.  The  allowance  to  masters,  many  of  whom 
have  been  also  owners  of  vessels,  and  their  widows,  is  at  present  limited  to  the  small  sum  of 
3 /.  3 8s.  per  annum,  and  the  Elder  Brethren  are  of  opinion,  that  an  augmentation  of  this 
allowance,  and  its  increased  distribution,  would  be  more  consistent  with  the  intention  of  the 
charter  and  grants,  than  the  reduction  of  the  light  dues,  from  which  the  Corporation’s  cha- 
ritable means  are,  in  great  part,  derived. 

“ Having  thus  submitted  the  views  which  the  Elder  Brethren  entertain  upon  the  general 
question  of  the  reduction  of  light  duties,  referenti ally  to  the  charitable  and  other  objects  of 
the  Corporation,  they  proceed  to  the  propositions  now  made  by  the  Association  of  Steam- 
ship Owners  : tha.t  the  rate  of  charge  for  light  dues  on  steam-vessels  be  reduced  one-half, 
and  that  the  maximum  rate  be  one  farthing  per  ton  ; thereby  seeking  to  establish  a differ- 
ential rate  as  applicable  to  steam-vessels  and  to  sailing-vessels ; and  upon  this  proposed 
distinction,  the  Elder  Brethren  beg  to  submit  the  following  observations  ; viz. 

“ The  duty  or  toll  payable  for  lighthouses  and  other  beacons  has,  from  its  first  imposition, 
been  a tonnage  duty,  in  some  cases  levied  under  the  authority  of  Parliament,  and  in  others, 
by  the  Crown  as  a right ; and  leases  thereof,  in  some  of  these  latter  cases,  have  been  granted 
to  individuals,  as  in  the  instances  of  Harwich,  Dungeness,  Wintertonness,  Orfordness  and 
Hunstanton.  When  lighthouses  have  been  erected  by  the  Trinity  House,  under  the  general 
power  which  that  Corporation  enjoys  from  the  Act  and  grant  of  Queen  Elizabeth  before 
referred  to,  the  authority  to  collect  a toll  to  defray  the  cost  of  erecting  and  maintaining  the 
same,  has  been  conferred  by  patent  from  the  Crown,  by  virtue  of  its  prerogative  held  and 
exercised  independent  of  Parliament : the  validity  of  this  prerogative  is  undoubted,  and  was 
distinctly  recognized  by  the  Legislature  when,  on  its  being  determined  that  all  the  general 
coast  lights  in  England  should  be  vested  in  the  Trinity  House,  the  Corporation  was  empow- 
ered to  purchase,  among  others,  the  interests  of  individuals  holding  the  Crown  leases  above- 
mentioned,  and  to  provide  the  funds  for  so  doing  in  the  same  manner  as  for  the  purchase  of 
similar  interests  in  other  lighthouses ; but  the  indemnification  to  the  Crown,  as  the  pro- 
prietor in  fee,  was  furnished  by  the  country,  vide  Act  6 & 7 Will.  4,  c.  79,  s.  2.  In  the 
cases  of  the  Spurn  Point,  Tynemouth,  and  Skerries  lighthouses,  tolls  for  their  maintenance 
were  granted  to  individuals  in  perpetuo  by  Acts  of  Parliament,  and  the  tolls  payable  to  the 
Trinity  House  under  patent  are,  in  like  manner,  held  in  perpetuity ; so  in  Scotland  under 
Parliamentary  enactments,  to  the  Commissioners  of  Northern  Lighthouses  ; and  in  Ireland, 
to  the  Corporation  for  preserving  and  improving  the  Port  of  Dublin  ; the  principle  of  charge 
being,  m every  instance,  that  of  a tonnage  duty. 

“ In  effecting  the  purchase  of  lighthouses,  whether  the  terms  have  been  settled  by  agree- 
ment with  the  proprietors,  sanctioned  by  the  Lords  of  the  Treasury,  or  by  the  verdicts  of 
juries,  the  amount  of  purchase-money  has  been  calculated  upon  the  net  revenue  or  profit  of 
the  lighthouse  to  the  proprietors ; and  for  these  purposes  sums  of  money,  the  unliquidated 
amount  of  which  is  still  1,025,000 1.,  have  been  advanced,  either  by  the  Government,  from 
nmds  at  the  command  of  the  Corporation,  or  borrowed  from  other  parties ; it  follows,  there- 
ore,  that  unless  the  means  of  repaying  this  large  debt  are  at  once  provided  by  Parliament 
on  national  considerations,  no  general  or  very  considerable  reduction  of  the  existing  tolls 
can,  irrespective  of  the  question  of  charity,  be  conceded  at  the  present  time,  the  more  par- 
icularly  as  the  revenues  of  these  purchased  lights  have  been  much  reduced  by  the  appli- 
cation of  the  General  Regulations  of  the  Trinity  House,  in  the  collection  of  the  dues  payable 
or  them  respectively,  whereby  the  shipping  interest  and  the  public  revenue  have  been 
e teved ; viz.  the  exemption  of  vessels  in  ballast,  and  of  those  putting  into  port  through 

ress  ot  weather,  and  the  discontinuance,  under  the  provisions  of  the  Act  of  Parliament, 
ve  C flm  on  consolidated  customs  for  the  extra  duties  in  respect  of  foreign  privileged 


hese  observations  will,  it  is  hoped,  have  made  it  apparent,  first,  that  the  principle  of 
- ar§V01;  maintenance  of  lighthouses  is  that  of  a duty  on  the  tonnage  of  shipping,  and 
perfectly  m accordance  with  the  recommendation  of  the  Committee  of  the  House  of 
ommons,  ‘That  one  .principle  should  be  adopted  in  the  United  Kingdom,  which  principle 
. °u  • e a ^xec^  payment  for  every  light  the  vessel  has  to  pass,  and  from  which,  under 
y circumstances,  she  may  derive  benefit  in  her  voyage  to  her  destined  port;’  second,  that 
general  or  extensive  reduction  of  that  charge  can,  at  this  time,  be  made  by  the  Trinity 
it  consistently  w‘th  their  charter  and  engagements,  without  the  aid  of  Parliament ; and 
fa  maipS  to  considered  whether  any  reduction  of  lighthouse  dues  should  be  made  in 
vour  of  steam-vessels,  which  is  not  at  the  same  time  conceded  to  sailing-vessels. 

U,3D*  x x a “In 
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Minute  of  the 
Deputy  Master  of 
the  Trinity  House, 
London, 

6 February  1844. 
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Appendix,  No.  1. 

Alinule  of  the 
Deputy  Master  of 
the  Trinity  House, 
London, 

6 February  1844. 


“ In  their  present  representation,  the  steam-ship  owners  do  not  adduce  any  reasons  of  their 
own  in  support  of  the  advantageous  distinction  which  they  are  desirous  should  be  established 
in  favour  of  steam-vessels,  but  rest  their  claim,  as  therein  set  forth,  entirely  011  the  recom- 
mendation of  the  Committee  of  the  House  of  Commons  to  which  they  refer,  and  which  tliev 
quote.  To  this  recommendation  every  respect  is  due  ; but  the  Elder  Brethren  cannot  for- 
bear remarking  that  the  analysis  of  the  Evidence  adduced  to  the  Select  Committee  of  the 
House  of  Commons  shows  that  it  rests  almost,  if  not  altogether,  on  the  statements  of  one 
person.  The  opinions  expressed  in  that  single  testimony  may  be  supposed  to  have  coincided 
with  the  views  of  the  Honourable  Members  of  whom  that  Select  Committee  was  composed; 
and,  so  according,  to  have  furnished,  in  their  judgment,  sufficient  ground  for  the  recom- 
mendation contained  in  their  Report;  hut,  with  all  deference  to  those  Honourable  Members 
both  individually  and  collectively,  considerations  present  themselves  to  the  Elder  Brethren, 
which  induce  them  to  differ  from  the  Committee  in  their  conclusions  upon  this  subject. 

“ The  first  reason  given  in  the  Report  of  the  Committee  for  a differential  duty  in  favour 
of  steam-vessels  is,  that  “ steamers  move  in  straight  lines.’  Upon  this  the  Elder  Brethren 
beg  to  remark,  that  sailing-vessels  do  the  same  when  the  wind  is  fair ; and  hence  the  ques- 
tion arises  whether,  if  exemption  be  granted  to  the  steamer,  the  sailing-vessel,  navigating 
under  the  like  circumstances,  would  not  have  an  equitable  claim  to  the  same  immunity. 

“ In  respect  to  the  allegation  that  steam-vessels  perform  much  of  their  voyage  'in  the 
daytime,  it  must  not  be  forgotten,  although  the  Report  of  the  Committee,  and  the  Evidence 
on  which  it  is  founded,  are  silent  upon  that  point,  that  lighthouses  and  light-vessels  are 
beacons  by  day  as  well  as  by  night ; and  that,  in  the  winter  season,  the  voyages  which  can 
be  accomplished  during  daylight  must  be  performed  within  the  period  of  eight  hours;  and 
that,  even  during  that  short  time,  fogs  or  strong  adverse  winds  will  occur  and  prevent  the 
vessels’  progress,  so  as  to  compel  them  to  wait  and  make  their  passages  in  the  night  by  the 
aid  of  the  lights.  In  addition  to . these  observations,  the  Elder  Brethren  would  farther 
remark,  that  the  mere  circumstance  of  a difference  in  the  mode  of  propelling  the  vessel  does 
not  present  a sufficient  reason  for  establishing  a distinction  in  the  application  of  the  prin- 
ciple, or  of  the  rate  of  charge.  The  steam-ship  owners  preferentially  adopt  steam  power, 
doubtless  as  the  most  advantageous ; and  they  have  done  so,  and  continue  its  use,  with  a 
perfect  knowledge  of  the  charges  to  which  their  vessels  have  been  and  are  subject,  and  of 
the  Patent  and  Parliamentary  authorities  by  which  the  light  dues  are  secured  to  and  levied 
by  this  Corporation. 

“ The  next  ground  for  the  distinction  of  charge  adduced  in  the  Report  is,  that  steam- 
vessels  see  but  few  lights.  In  contradiction  to  this  position,  suppose  the  case  of  a 
steamer  from  Leith  to  London  performing  her  passage  on  the  average  in  48  hours,  or  there- 
abouts, in  the  winter  season,  she  cannot  enjoy  more  than  1(>  hours  of  daylight  out  of  that 
period.  Suppose  she  arrives  off  a place  at  the  close  of  the  day,  from  whence  there  are 
necessarily  many  lights  to  be  passed  in  her  progress,  say  between  Cromer  and  the  Nore,  a 
distance  of  about  100  miles,  which  she  would  perform  in  12  hours.  An  instance  of  what  is 
hereby  intended  to  be  conveyed  may  be  adduced,  commencing  off  Winterton  instead  of 
Cromer,  which  cannot  be  adverted  to  without  claiming  attention ; viz.  the  ‘Trident’  steamer 
conveying  Her  Majesty  from  Scotland  in  the  last  autumn,  which  vessel  arrived  in  Yarmouth 
Roads  just  before  dark,  and  reached  the  Nore  Light  vessel  before  daylight,  passing'  during 
the  night  16  lights;  a passage  which,  but  for  the  existence  of  lights,  could  not  have  been 
accomplished.  A sailing-vessel  so  circumstanced,  the  tide  making  against  her  with  an 
adverse  wind,  would,  during  the  flood,  have  had  the  use  perhaps  only  of  one  light,  or  have- 
anchored  ; and  when  she  weighed  the  following  tide,  might  have  concluded  her  passage  to 
London  by  passing  the  greater  part  of  the  lights  by  day.  Numerous  cases  of  a like  descrip- 
tion might  be  quoted,  of  steamers  from  the  continental  ports  coming  to  the  River  Thames, 
but  the  one  just  mentioned  is  sufficient  to  show  that  no  general  exemption  ought  to  be 
granted  to  steamers  under  this  plea. 

“ The  next  ground  for  reduction  adverted  to  in  the  Report  is,  the  rapidity  of  the  movements 
of  steam-vessels.  This  scarcely  requires  an  answer,  inasmuch  as,  if  there  were  no  lights  » 
point  out  the  danger,  their  movements  would  be  altogether  arrested ; and  their  rapm'1) 
would,  in  the  absence  of  these  beacons,  be  entirely  unjustifiable  in  many  cases  even  by  day. 

“ It  is  next  stated  that  ‘the  people  who  navigate  them  (steamers)  acquire,  from  the  fre- 
quency of  their  trips,  such  an  intimate  acquaintance  with  the  coast  as  renders  lights  0 
comparatively  little  use  to  them.’  It  is  difficult  to  understand  the  grounds  on  which  tins 
statement  rests ; for  the  situation  of  the  headlands  and  shoals  are  only  recognizable  111 1 e 
night  by  these  beacons.  If  it  can  be  shown  that  lights  are  of  no  use  by  night  to  men  so 
acquainted,  whether  they  be  in  command  of  steam  or  of  sailing-vessels,  it  may  with  equ 
propriety  be  contended  that  the  light  vessels  and  other  beacons  and  buoys  are  of  110  use, 
them  by  day,  an  opinion  from  which  the  Elder  Brethren  must,  with  every  respect  for 
Members  of  the  Select  Committee  of  the  Honourable  House,  wholly  dissent.  Andde 
they  would  remark  on  the  objection  made  by  some  of  the  companies  to  payment  of  the i ofl 
Light  dues,  in  passages  from  the  St.  George’s  to  the  English  Channel,  on  the  ground 
the  light  is  remote  from  their  course,  and  that  it  is  never  seen;  that  steam-vessels  are  an 
from  their  intended  course,  and  do  approach  the  Scilly  Light  in  this  navigation  there  ?an 
be  a doubt ; and  the  assertion  that  they  do  so  is  fully  sustained  by  the  melancholy  circu  ^ 
stance  of  two  steam-vessels  having  been  actually  lost  on  those  rocks,  one  of  whum, 
known,  saw  the  light,  but  mistook  it,  although  revolving,  for  the  fixed  light  at  the  n 0 
ships.  r 11  "tis 

“ In  respect  to  the  observation  that  steamers  sail  at  fixed  times,  full  or  not  m ‘ ^ 
where  punctuality  forms  part  of  the  arrangement,  alike  applicable  to  sailing-vessels,  a ^ 
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to  that  which  relates  to  the  part  of  steam-vessels  which  is  occupied  by  machinery,  it  must 
be  remarked,  that  this  space  is  not  included  in  the  measurement  for  tonnage,  and  the  light 
dues  are  not  therefore  charged  thereon  ; this  fact  was  in  evidence  before  the  Committee  of 
the  House  of  Commons. 

l<  It  is  alleged  that  * many  large  companies  of  steam-ship  owners  are  compelled  to  pay 
dues  for  lights  which  their  vessels  never  do  pass,  are  never  in  sight  of,  or  derive  the  least 
benefit  from ;”  and  the  Board  admits  that,  if  this  be  the  case,  although  they  are  not  aware 
of  the  dues  being  charged  for  any  lights  which  these  vessels  do  not  pass,  and  may  not 
derive  benefit  from,  they  are  fairly  entitled,  in  common  with  sailing-vessels  similarly  cir- 
cumstanced, to  exemption  from  toll  for  such  lights. 

“ The  tenor  of  these  observations  evinces,  that  the  Elder  Brethren  cannot  perceive  any 
grounds  upon  which  the  Corporation  should  be  induced  to  acquiesce  in  any  general  reduc- 
tion of  light  duties  at  the  present  time ; and  that  they  are  of  opinion  that  no  partial  reduc- 
tions or  modifications  thereof  should  be  made  in  favour  of  steam-vessels,  which  are  not 
granted  at  the  same  time  to  sailing-vessels.” 

In  relation  to  the  subject  next  noticed  in  the  printed  paper  of  Observations  so  often 
adverted  to,  viz.,  the  exemption  from  light  dues  of  vessels  putting  into  port  through  stress 
of  weather.  See.,  and  which  has  been  in  operation  since  the  1st  April  1835,  the  Deputy 
Master  has  only  to  remind  the  Court  that,  in  accordance  with  its  directions,  a proposition 
emanating  from  the  Corporation  is  on  the  point  of  being  submitted  for  the  sanction  of 
Her  Majesty  in  Council,  whereby  this  exemption  will,  subject  to  such  sanction,  be  extended 
to  “ vessels  which  may  put  into  any  British  or  Irish  ports,  for  the  purpose  of  repairing 
damage,  or  for  obtaining  such  supplies  of  provisions  or  other  necessaries  as  shall  be 
actually  required  for  the  safety  of  the  vessel,  or  the  support  of  her  crew  (excepting  such  as 
shall  break  bulk,  or  take  in  cargo  other  than  such  necessary  supplies  as  aforesaid,  and 
excepting  also  such  as  shall  remain  in  port  longer  than  the  time  required  for  obtaining  such 
supplies,  or  longer  than  the  time  which  the  reparation  of  damage  or  the  state  of  the  weather 
may  render  unavoidable,  or  which  shall  obtain  information  or  orders  relating  to  the  destina- 
tion of  such  vessel).” 

It  will  not,  he  thinks,  be  considered  inapplicable  to  the  subject,  to  mention  that,  by  the 
44th  section  of  the  Act  6 & 7 Will.  4,  c.  79,  the  Corporation  is  empowered  “ from  time  to 
time  and  at  all  times  to  enter  the  Lighthouses  on  the  coasts  of  Scotland  and  Ireland  respec- 
tively, to  view  the  condition  thereof,  or  otherwise  for  the  purposes  of  that  Act.”  In  virtue 
of  this  authority  the  light  establishments  in  both  those  parts  of  the  United  Kingdom  have 
been  twice  visited  and  inspected  by  committees  of  the  Elder  Brethren  since  the  passing  of 
that  Act ; and  it  is  very  satisfactory  to  the  Deputy  Master  to  remark,  that  the  spirit  of 
cordiality  which  is  evinced  throughout  the  correspondence  now  necessarily  and  constantly 
taking  place  between  the  Corporation  and  both  the  Scotch  and  Irish  Boards,  in  carrying 
out  the  various  other  matters  to  which  the  Act  relates,  as  regards  the  Light  Establishments 
in  those  countries,  cannot  fail  to  prove  beneficial  to  the  execution  of  the  Lighthouse  Service 
throughout  the  three  parts  of  the  kingdom. 

Having  thus  laid  before  the  Court  a concise  recapitulation  of  the  recommendations  of  the 
Committees  of  the  House  of  Commons,  of  the  legislative  enactments  consequent  thereupon, 
and  of  the  subsequent  proceedings  of  this  Corporation ; and  submitted  for  its  consideration 
some  observations  which  are  not,  he  trusts,  entirely  irrelevant  upon  the  occasion,  the  Deputy 
Master  deems  it  proper  to  lay  before  the  Court  the  views  and  opinions  which  he  entertains 
upon  some  points  which  are  inseparably  connected  with,  and  have,  as  he  considers,  an  im- 
portant bearing  upon  the  whole  subject. 

In  the  eighth  year  of  the  reign  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  an  Act  of  Parliament  passed,  em- 
powering this  Corporation,  at  their  wills  and  pleasures,  and  at  their  costs,  to  make,  erect, 
and  set  up  such  and  so  many  beacons,  marks,  and  signs  for  the  sea,  as  to  them  should  seem 
meet,  needful,  and  requisite;  and  in  the  Royal  grant  made  by  her  said  Majesty  Queen 
Elizabeth,  in  the  36th  year  of  her  reign,  it  is  recited,  that  the  then  Great  Admiral  of  Eng- 
land, Charles  Lord  Howard,  Baron  of  Effingham,  by  his  deed  in  the  Court  of  Chancery 
enrolled,  bearing  date  the  27th  day  of  May  then  last  past,  surrendered,  yielded,  and  gave 
up  to  her  said  Majesty  all  his  right,  title,  interest,  or  authority  or  demand  whatsoever, 
which  he  might  have,  claim,  challenge,  or  pretend  to  have,  of,  in  or  to,  the  making,  erect- 
ing, setting  up,  placing  or  laying  out  of  all,  or  any  beacons,  buoys,  marks,  and  signs  for 
the  sea,  &c.  by  virtue  or  colour  of  the  said  office  of  Great  Admiral  of  England. 

Whereupon  Her  Majesty  thereinafter  gives,  grants,  confirms,  ratifies,  and  approves  unto 
this  Corporation  the  beaconage  and  buoyage,  and  the  office  of  beaconage  and  buoyage,  and 
the  making,  erecting,  setting  up,  &c.  whatever  beacons,  buoys,  marks,  and  signs  for  the  sea 
the  corporation  shall  from  time  to  time  deem  good,  meet,  necessary,  or  convenient,  to  hold 
the  same  for  ever,  with  all  fees,  advantages,  salaries,  profits,  emoluments,  commodities,  and 
rights,  incidents,  and  appurtances  whatsoever. 

^ And  by  the  charter  of  confirmation  of  King  James  the  Second  it  is  declared  that  the 
-nnity  House  shall  hold  its  revenues  without  account  to  the  Crown,  and  without  any  moles- 
tation or  trouble  by  any  person  or  persons. 

Notwithstanding  the  comprehensive  terms  in  which  this  grant  of  Queen  Elizabeth  is  con- 
veyed, it  was  afterwards  doubted  whether,  although  the  right  to  erect  and  set  up  such  marks 
was  indisputably  thereby  bestowed  upon  the  Trinity  House,  the  right  of  the  Crown  inherent 
in  the  prerogative  to  do  so,  and  even  to  delegate  its  authority  to  others,  was  thereby  pre- 
judiced, and  that  right,  thereupon  determined  to  have  been  retained,  was  subsequently 
exercised  by  the  grant  of  letters  patent  to  certain  individuals  to  erect  lighthouses  at  Wiuter- 
lonness,  Orfordness,  Harwich,  Hunstanton,  Dungeness,  Tynemouth,  the  Spurn  Point  and 
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MV'cndix  No  i Skerries,  with  power  to  receive  tolls  from  shipping  for  their  maintenance.  The  five  light, 

*'  ' ’ ' ' ' houses  first  named  continued  Crown  property  until  the  Act  6 8c  7 Will.  4,  c.  79,  and  were 

Minute  of  the  held  by  individuals  under  leases  renewed  at  various  times,  and  subject  to  the  covenants 
Deputy  Master  of  therein  respectively  contained;  the  three  last  named  (that  is  to  say,  the  Skerries,  Spurn, and 
the  Trinity  House,  Tynemouth)  were,  soon  after  their  establishment,  made  the  subjects  of  separate  Acts  of 
London,  Parliament,  and  were  thereby  vested,  together  with  the  tolls  mentioned  in  these  several  Acts, 

C February  1844.  jn  the  persons  therein  respectively  named  and  their  successors  for  ever.  By  the  first  section 

of  the  said  Act  G 8c  7 Will.  4,  the  aforesaid  five  lighthouses,  with  the  tolls  ancl  duties  payable 

for  the  same,  were  transferred  to  and  absolutely  vested  in  this  Corporation,  subject  only  to 
the  subsisting  leases ; and  by  the  second  section  it  was  provided  that  compensation  should 
be  made  to  the  land  revenues  of  the  Crown  for  the  surrender  of  the  rights  of  the  Crown  in 
these  lighthouses,  and  the  sum  of  300,000 1.  was  therein  declared  to  be  ascertained  to  be 
their  value  at  that  time,  which  sum  is  directed  to  be  placed  to  the  debit  of  the  Consolidated 
Fund,  under  the  arrangement  and  for  the  purposes  which  are  fully  set  forth  in  that  section. 
The  purchase  of  the  interests  of  the  lessees  in  these  five  lighthouses,  and  the  purchase  of 
the  perpetual  right  of  the  proprietors  of  the  remaining  three  in  the  manner  hereinbefore 
stated,  have  therefore  vested  the  whole  of  these  lighthouses  and  their  respective  revenues  in 
this  Corporation. 

The  grants  under  which  the  Trinity  House  holds  its  other  lighthouse  revenues  are  in  all 
cases  for  ever,  and  without  account,  and  it  might,  and  possibly  may  hereafter,  be  successfully 
contended  that  in  concessions  made  in  respect  of  these  revenues  for  the  benefit  of  the 
shipping  interest,  the  Corporation  is  legally  entitled,  under  the  limitation  distinctly  expressed 
in  the  Act  3 Geo.  4,  c.  Ill,  and  as  distinctly  recognized  in  that  of  the  6 8c  7 Will.  4,  c.  79, 
to  compensation  from  the  country,  not  for  individual  benefit,  but  in  order  that  reduction  of 
duties  may  not  impair  the  means  of  accomplishing  the  charitable  and  other  public  objects  of 
the  Corporation,  but  that,  on  the  contrary,  in  strict  fulfilment  of  the  humane  spirit  of  the 
charter,  so  distinctly  recognized  by  that  limitation,  they  may  be  made  more  commensurate 
to  the  greatly  extended  claims  for  charity  which  arc  constantly  pressing  on  the  Board’s 
consideration,  and  to  the  grant  of  more  adequate  pensions  than  it  is  at  present  in  the  power 
of  the  Court  to  allow. 

By  the  transfer  and  purchase  of  these  lighthouses,  the  public  reveuue  has  benefited  by 
the  discontinuance  of  the  claims  preferred  under  the  Reciprocity  Acts,  on  the  consolidated 
customs,  for  the  difference  of  duty  payable,  previously  to  the  several  conventions  of  com- 
merce with  foreign  powers,  by  foreign  vessels.  The  amounts  so  claimed  and  paid  to  the 
individual  lessees  or  proprietors,  for  the  year  immediately  preceding  the  purchases  of  their 
respective  interests,  were  as  follow ; viz. — 


£. 

s. 

d. 

Longships  - 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

417 

4 

11 

1035 

Smalls 

_ 

- 

- 

- 

1,944 

9 

— 

1035 

Harwich 

_ 

- 

_ 

- 

- 

530 

1(5 

7 

1036 

Skerries 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

3,(594 

10 

5 

1840 

Spurn 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1,430 

15 

2 

1840 

Tynemouth 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1,083 

12 

5 

1040 

Hunstanton 

- 

- 

" 

- 

13 

15 

9 

183G 

£.  0,131 

4 

3 

If  this  sum  be  calculated  at  22  h years,  being  the  terms  on  which,  with  very  little  vana- 
tion,  the  purchases  were  made,  the  value  will  be  found  to  be  205,452 1.  5s.  id.  The  ex- 
emption of  vessels  in  ballast,  those  putting  into  port  by  stress  of  weather,  and  occasionally 
also  in  other  special  cases,  furnish  the  circumstances  from  which  the  purchases  have  afforded 
relief  to  the  shipowner,  resulting  necessarily  in  a diminished  revenue  to  the  Trinity  House, 
notwithstanding  the  payment  made  to  the  private  holders  included  the  proceeds  which  they 
had  derived  from  those  sources. 

By  the  4th  section  of  the  3 Geo.  4,  c.  Ill,  and  56th  section  of  the  6 8c  7 Will.^4,  c.  79, 
the  Trinity  House  is  empowered,  with  the  consent  or  upon  the  requisition  of  the  Sovereign 
in  Council,  to  reduce  or  modify  duties.  From  considerations  which  necessarily  present 
themselves  from  the  foregoing  facts,  the  Deputy  Master  is  of  opinion  that  the  Corporation 
should  pause  in  assenting  to  any  further  material  reduction  of  light  dues,  even  were  the 
debt  discharged ; he  trusts  that  no  attempt  to  urge  their  so  doing,  to  any  extent  which 
may  be  judged  inconsistent  with  the  charitable  and  public  purposes  before  mentioned,  will 
take  place;  and  having  regard  to  the  restricted  power  of  reduction  and  modification  given 
to  the  Corporation  by  the  two  Acts  just  mentioned,  he  will,  should  any  such  proceeding 
take  place,  consider  it  his  bounden  and  conscientious  duty  to  protest,  in  the  strongest  terms, 
against  the  renewal  of  any  interference  by  the  House  of  Commons,  in  respect  of  duties  to 
which,  as  he  conceives,  the  Corporation  as  a body  has  an  inherent  and  incontestible  legal 
right. 

The  Deputy  Master,  in  part  of  the  foregoing  remarks,  has  adverted  to  the  terms  of 
charter  of  the  Corporation,  and  the  several  patents  under  which  they  hold  their  duties,  as 
giving  an  exemption  from  account.  This  is  strictly  so  ; but  he  feels  it  right  to  guard  him- 
self from  misapprehension,  and,  while  he  distinctly  asserts  the  validity  of  the  exemption  so 
held,  to  express,  in  terms  equally  distinct,  his  entire  concurrence  in  the  view  taken  upon 
that  subject  by  the  Corporation  in  1035,  and  expressed  in  the  Paper  of  Observations  so  often 
referred  to  in  the  early  part  of  this  Minute ; and  he  knows  not  that  he  can  better  convey’'® 
view  of  this  subject  than  by  repeating  what  is  therein  stated  upon  this  point,  viz.  “ That  by^ 
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the  terms  of  their  charter,  as  well  as  by  those  of  the  patents  for  light  dues,  the  revenues  of 
the  Corporation  are  held  ‘ without  account;’  but  that  it  is  not  their  wish  to  press  that  point 
upon  their  Lordships’  consideration.  The  Trinity  House  has  no  transactions  which  require 
concealment;  and  the  Elder  Brethren  are  quite  willing  to  accede  to  any  arrangement  which 
may  be  deemed  reasonable  in  this  respect.” 

Those  are  the  words  of  the  Observation  addressed,  on  this  point,  in  1835  to  the  Lords 
Commissioners  of  the  Treasury ; and  thence  followed  the  unobjectionable  enactment 
contained  in  the  62d  section  of  the  Act  G 8c  7 Will.  4,  c.  79. 

The  Deputy  Master  trusts  that  the  importance  of  the  occurrences  to  which  he  has 
adverted,  in  respect  as  well  to  their  bearing  apart  from  as  in  reference  to  the  inquiry  about 
to  be  instituted,  will  sufficiently  excuse  him  for  the  length  of  the  statements  and  remarks 
which  he  has  considered  it  his  duty  to  submit  to  the  Court,  and  which,  he  confidently  trusts, 
may  not  be  unattended  with  advantage,  when  taken  in  connexion  with  past  events,  as  well 
as  with  those  which  may  hereafter  occupy  the  attention  of  tire  Brethren. 


Trinity  House,  London, 1 
17  March  1845.  / 


(A  true  copy.) 

(signed)  J.  Herbert,  Secretary. 


MINUTE  of  the  Deputy  Master  of  the  Trinity  House,  read  at  the  Court  of  that 
Corporation,  held  on  the  4th  March  1845,  being  in  Continuation  of  his  previous  Minute 
read  on  the  6 th  February  1844. 

At  the  Court  of  the  Corporation  held  on  the  6th  February  1844,  the  Deputy  Master 
submitted  a Minute  which  he  had  prepared  for  the  information  of  the  Brethren,  with  parti- 
cular reference  to  the  notice  given  by  Joseph  Hume,  esquire,  m.  p.,  during  the  previous 
Session  of  Parliament,  of  his  intention  to  move  for  a Select  Committee  of  the  House 
of  Commons,  to  inquire  into  the  State  and  Management  of  the  Lighthouses  in  the  three 
Parts  of  the  United  Kingdom.  The  Session  succeeding  that  notice  passed,  however,  without 
motion  thereupon  being  made;  but  upon  the  first  day  of  the  re-assembling  of  Parliament 
for  the  present  Session,  viz.  on  the  4th  ultimo,  it  has  been  renewed.  Since  the  date  of  the 
Minute  before  referred  to  more  than  12  months  have  intervened;  and  during  that  time  much 
has  been  accomplished  by  the  Corporation  in  relation  to  some  of  the  subjects  mentioned  in 
that  Minute,  and  also  to  the  recommendations  of  the  Select  Committee  of  the  House  of 
Commons  on  Lighthouses,  which  the  Deputy  Master  considers  it  necessary  he  should  now 
bring  to  the  recollection  of  the  Court  by  a further  Minute,  in  continuation  of  that  before 
referred  to. 

In  that  paper  observation  is  made,  that  certain  propositions  had  been  sent  to  the  Board  of 
Trade,  with  the  view  thereafter  of  being  sanctioned  by  Her  Majesty  in  Council,  consequent 
npon  the  representation  made  to  the  Government  by  the  Steam-ship  Owners’  Association; 
it  is  also  noticed  therein  that  the  Board,  availing  themselves  of  the  state  of  the  money  mar- 
ket, had  taken  steps  for  reducing  the  rate  of  interest  upon  the  Corporation’s  bonded  debt ; 
and  upon  these  points  he  begs  to  observe  that : 

"lhe  propositions  made  to  the  Board  of  Trade  were  assented  to  after  due  consideration 
without  any  dissentient  observation  ; that  the  numerous  circumstances  under  which  exemp- 
tion from  light  duties  payable  to  the  Trinity  House  was  thereby  proposed  to  be  granted, 
were  embodied  in,  and  carried  into  effect  by,  corrected  tables  of  duties,  which  received  the 
approval  of  Her  Majesty  in  Council  on  the  23d  May  last,  which  tables  have  since  been 
publicly  and  extensively  promulgated.  These  tables  also  contain,  under  Her  Majesty’s 
sanction,  the  enlargement  proposed  by  the  Trinity  House,  and  adverted  to  in  the  foregoing 
Minute,  of  the  pre-existing  exemption  of  vessels  putting  into  port  through  stress  of  weather, 
to  vessels  so  doing  under  circumstances  of  distress  arising  from  other  causes. 

In  respect  to  the  measures  taken  with  the  object  of  reducing  the  rate  of  interest  upon  the 
oi poration’s  bond  debt,  he  begs  leave  to  submit  the  following  statements,  viz.:  In  the 
mute  referred  to  it  was  observed,  that  notice  had  been  given  to  pay  off  certain  of  the  Cor- 
poration’s bonds,  giving  the  holders  the  option  of  receiving  the  principal  sum  lent,  or  of 
continuing  their  loans  at  a reduced  rate  of  interest,  that  is  to  say,  3Z.  instead  of  4 1.  per  cent. 
Pei  annum.  The  amount  of  the  bonds  included  in  that  notice,  which  was  dated  the  28th 
oyember  1843,  was  673,000  /.  The  amount  of  those  for  which  the  holders  assented  to 
nf  bonds,  and  to  accept  the  lesser  rate  of  interest,  was  114,000  /.,  leaving  the  sum 

559,000  l.  to  be  provided  for  paying  off  the  dissentients. 

En  c'rcurns*;arices,  a negociation  for  a loan  was  opened  with  the  Bank  of 

g and,  which  resulted  in  the  grant  of  600,000  at  3 \ l.  per  cent,  per  annum,  repayable 
y quarterly  instalments  of  not  less  than  7,500  L,  nor  more  than  15,000  l. 
t 13th  August  last  the  Corporation,  aviling  themselves  pf  the  continued  advau- 

rtif  ,ous  state' of  the  money  market,  issued  a second  notice  for  paying  off  the  remainder  of 
i 1 , 0Qus  which  had  been  issued  for  short  terms  : the  amount  of  these  was  43,500  l.  The 
- . ei®  0 ^ 1 I-  sum  expressed  their  wish  to  continue  their  loans  upon  the  reduced 

erest  of  3 l.  per  cent.,  and  the  remainder,  32,000  l.,  has  been  paid  off  by  monies  in  the 
orpo^tiQn  s treasury,  without  recourse  either  to  the  sale  of  stock  or  farther  loan.  In  the 
in  ^ ^le  ^ank  of  England,  the  sum  of  50,000 1.  previously  lent,  as  adverted  to 

e Mmute  of  February  1844,  was  included  in  the  aforesaid  sum  of  600,000  /. 
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The  debt  of  the  Corporation  on  the  14th  February  1845,  stood  therefore  thus  ; 
First— Loan  from  the  Bank  of  England,  at  3 £ per  cent.  - £.  I 


viz.' — 
600,000 


Deduct,  Instalments  in  repayment ; viz. 
The  1st  November  1844  - 

1st  February  1845  - - - 


Total  to  the  Bank 


- £.  15,000 
15,000 


- - - £. 


30,000 

570,000 


Second. — Bonds  outstanding  at  the  reduced  interest  of 


3 /.  per  cent.,  under  the  1st  notice  - - - - £•  114,000 

2d  notice  - --  --  --  - 11,500 


Third. — Bonds  at  4/.  per  cent.,  originally  issued  for  terms  of  years 
varying  from  1846  to  1848  ------- 

Fourth. — Money  borrowed  from  the  Pilots’  Fund  at  4/.  per  cent.  - 
Fifth. — Add  the  proceeds  of  the  Corporation’s  stock,  sold  for  the 
purposes  of  these  purchases,  at  3 1 Z.  per  cent.  - 

£. 


125,500 

81,500 

51,160 

122,515 1 

950,675 


And  to  this  amount  there  further  remains  to  be  added,  the  cash  advanced  from  the 
Corporation’s  treasury,  over  and  above  the  surplus  revenue  of  the  purchased 
lights  for  the  year  1844,  but  which  cannot  be  stated  until  the  amount  of  that 
surplus  can  be  ascertained. 

In  submitting  the  foregoing  statement,  the  Deputy  Master  deems  it  desirable  farther  to 
bring  under  the  notice  of  the  Court,  that  the  surplus  revenue  of  the  lights  transferred  or 
purchased,  subsequent  to  the  passing  of  the  Act  6 & 7 Will.  4,  c.  79,  has  been  as  follows ; 


£. 

s. 

d. 

In  1837 

- 

- 

32,255 

9 

- 

1838 

- 

- 

- 

22,442 

18 

2| 

1839 

- 

- 

- 

28,606 

8 

32 

1840 

- 

- 

- 

25,643 

10 

6 

1841 

- 

- 

- 

36,215 

2 

4£ 

1842 

- 

- 

- 

2,331 

18 

10  i 

1843 

- 

22,467 

6 

2£ 

£. 

169,902 

13 

6 2 

Which  several  amounts  have  been  annually  applied  to  the  reduction  of  the  debt  incurred 
in  effecting  the  several  purchases.  That  the  measures  adopted  by  the  Corporation  for 
reducing  the  rate  of  interest,  have  resulted  in  a saving  of  upwards  of  6,000  /.  That  by  the 
falling  in  of  some  of  the  compensations  granted  under  the  Act  G & 7 Will.  4,  c.  79,  a 
farther  available  surplus  presents  itself;  and  lie  considers  that  lie  is  fully  justified  in  the 
expectation  he  entertains,  that  the  means  of  reducing  the  debt,  from  these  sources,  may  be 
estimated  at  not  less  than  28,000 1.  for  the  present  year. 

It  is  the  desire  of  the  Deputy  Master  to  recall  the  attention  of  the  Court  to  the  consider- 
able number  of  lighthouses  and  light  vessels  which  have  been  established  at  large  cost, 
since  the  Committee  of  the  House  of  Commons  in  1834.  These  are. 

Lighthouses : — Start,  Falmouth,  Avon,  Menai,  South  Bishop,  St.  Catherines,  Coquet, 
Mapfin. 

Light  Vessels  : — Swin  Middle,  Shipwash,  St.  Nicholas,  Mouse,  Kentish  Knock,  Leman 
and  Ower,  Seven  Stones,  Calshot,  English  and  Welch  Grounds, British  Channel,  Cockle,  Cork. 

The  comparative  statement  of  light  establishments  belonging  to  this  Corporation,  pre- 
viously to  the  passing  of  the  Act  in  1836,  and  at  the  present  time,  is  as  follows,  viz.,  in 
2834,  38,  and  in  1845,  70  ; which  last  includes  the  Heligoland  Light,  vested  in  the  Corpo- 
ration by  the  Act  6 & 7 William  4,  c.  79,  the  Bembridge  (without  revenue)  by  the  same 
Act,  and  the  Gibraltar  Light  by  the  Act  1 & 2 Victoria,  c.  66. 

The  number  of  lighthouses  was  in  1834,  44;  it  is  in  1840,  65.  Of  light  vessels  in 
1834,  14  ; in  1845,  25,  making  together  90  ; to  which  add  the  breakwater  and  the  Board’s 
management,  and  the  total  number  is  91. 

In  considering  the  outlay  of  capital  which  these  new  establishments,  all  of  which  are 
very  efficient,  has  rendered  necessary,  the  Deputy  Master  cannot  but  advert  to  the  large 
sum  which  lias  been  also  expended,  in  many  instances  necessarily,  and  in  all  advantageously, 
in  the  adoption  of  new  and  improved  lighting  apparatus,  in  special  repairs  and  improve- 
ments of  several  of  the  light  establishments  both  on  shore  and  afloat ; in  the  construction  of 
permanent  beacons  in  very  exposed  and  dangerous  positions,  especially  those  on  the  Won 
Rock  and  the  llundlestone  in  the  English  Channel,  and  the  Monkstone,  Tusker,  and 
Woolhouse  Rocks  in  the  Bristol  Channel;  and  in  erecting  new  lighthouses  at  the  following 
stations,  viz. — 

At  Cromer,  instead  of  the  old  building,  the  site  of  which  ha  s become  hazardous,  by  reason 
of  a falling  of  the  cliff. 
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At  Beachy  Head  ; a permanent  structure,  instead  of  the  temporary  building  which  had  Appendix,  No.  3. 

been  on  the  first  establishment  of  this  light,  experimentally  set  up.  

At  Hunstanton;  instead  of  the  old  building  erected  by  the  late  lessees  of  the  Crown,  Minute  of  the 
which,  from  its  great  age,  could  no  longer  be  upheld.  Deputy  Master  of 

At  the  Point  of  Air,  at  the  entrance  of  the  River  Dee  ; a pile  lighthouse,  erected  on  the  *!ie  Trinity  House, 
sand,  far  below  high-water  mark,  instead  of  the  lighthouse  originally  built  by  the  local  . 

trustees,  the  situation  of  which,  being  on  the  dry  sand,  was  not  in  that  particular  instance  4 March  l845- 
calculated  to  give  due  advantage  to  the  navigation.  ' 

The  total  cost  of  the  aforesaid  new  light  establishments,  both  on  shore  and  afloat,  amounts 
to  the  sum  of  about  1 50,000 1.,  exclusive  of  special  repairs  and  improvements,  and  of  the 
beacons  and  substitute  lighthouses  before  mentioned. 

The  law  charges  connected  with  the  purchase  of  the  private  lighthouses  have  been,  in 
some  cases,  as  appears  by  the  annual  Returns  laid  before  Parliament,  pursuant  to  the 
Act  6 & 7 Will.  4,  c.  79,  unavoidably  large,  and  have  added  considerably  to  the 
extraordinary  expenditure:  but,  as  regards  the  ordinary  charges  of  maintaining  the 
several  lighthouses  and  floating  lights,  and  those  of  the  Corporation’s  general  establish- 
ments, a reference  to  the  accounts  rendered  to  the  Committee  for  Lighthouses,  in  1 834, 
and  to  the  Parliamentary  Account,  No.  G39  of  the  last  Session,  being  for  the  year  1843,  will 
show  that  no  material  variation  has  taken  place  ; and  as  regards  the  charitable  disburse- 
ments, it  will  further  appear,  on  the  like  comparison  of  the  Accounts  of  1834  with  those 
contained  in  the  Parliamentary  Papers  of  Session  1842,  No.  448,  and  Session  1844, 

No.  639.— II  , that  the  increase  thereof  has  been  equally  unimportant.  Those  papers  furnish 
also  detailed  statements  of  the  number  of  pensioners  at  or  in  the  vicinity  of  each  port  or 
place  of  payment,  the  rates  of  allowance,  and  other  particulars. 

Having  thus  submitted  a summary  of  the  most  material  proceedings  which  have  taken 
place,  in  relation  to  the  lighthouse  departments  of  the  Corporation,  aud  the  general  expendi- 
ture, the  Deputy  Master  has  only  further  to  observe,  in  continuation  of  the  statement  made 
in  the  Minute  which  he  submitted  to  the  Court  in  February  of  last  year,  in  respect  of  the 
annual  average  rate  of  commission  on  the  collection  of  duties,  which  statement  ended  with 
the  year  1842,  that  the  average  rate  in  1843  was  3/.  16s.  8 d.  percent. 

(A  true  copy.) 

Tri1&x8r5?°”’}  .7.  Herbert,  Secretary. 


COPY  of  the  OBSERVATIONS  addressed  to  the  Lords  of  the  Treasury  by  the  Cor- 
poration of  Trinity  House,  on  the  Report  of  the  Select  Committee  of  the 
House  of  Commons  on  Lighthouses. [ Parliamentary  Paper,  No.  164,  Sess.  1834.] 


Report  of  the  Select  Committee  of  the  Honourable  The  House  of  Commons,  on  the 
Lighthouses  of  the  United  Kingdom  (Session  1834). 

The  following  remarks  are  submitted  to  the  Right  Honourable  the  Lords  Commissioners 
of  His  Majesty’s  Treasury,  in  accordance  with  their  Lordships’  desire  to  receive  from  the 
Elder  Brethren  of  the  Trinity  House  “ any  Observations  which  may  appear  to  them  to  be 
deserving  of  their  Lordships’  attention  upon  the  subject.” 

The  inquiry  and  consequent  deliberations  of  the  Select  Committee  of  the  House  of  Com- 
mons, as  appears  by  the  recommendations  contained  in  their  Report,  have  terminated  in  a 
desire  to  establish  certain  beneficial  practical  results,  which  may  be  divided  under  two  gene- 
ral heads,  viz. 


Appendix,  No.  3. 

Observations  on 
Report  of  the 
Select  Committee 
on  Lighthouses. 


First, — Consolidation  of  management,  with  a view  to  the  attainment  of, 

Second, — Reduction  and  equalization  of  charges,  and  uniformity  of  system  in  the 
management  of  the  light  establishments  on  the  coasts  of  the  United 
Kingdom. 

The  means  by  which  the  Select  Committee  propose  that  those  objects  should  be  accom- 
plished are  as  follow,  viz. 

First, — By  the  purchase,  from  individuals  now  holding  lighthouses  in  England,  of  Page  56. 
their  interests  in  the  revenues  derived  therefrom,  whether  enjoyed  under 
Leases  from  the  Crown  ; 

Leases  from  the  Trinity  House ; or 
In  perpetuity  by  Royal  Grants,  and 
Acts  of  Parliament. 

Second, — The  transfer  thereof,  by  such  purchases,  to  a central  Board  of  Management  Page  23- 
in  London. 

Third, — The  transfer  to  such  central  Board  of  all  the  public  general  lights  in  Scot- 

land  and  in  Ireland.  5(1". 

Fourth, — The  Corporation  of  Trinity  House  of  Deptford  Strond  to  be  that  central  pn„e  -24. 

Board.  " 25. 

. The  foregoing  appear  to  the  Elder  Brethren  to  be  the  principal  general  heads  to  which  it 
ls  desirable,  in  the  first,  place,  to  request  their  Lordships’  attention ; and  after  submitting 
some  observations  in  relation  thereto,  they  propose  to  notice  the  recommendations  of  the 
<>•36.  y y 3 Committee, 
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Page  27. 
App.  No.  21. 


Page  46  et  seq. 


Page  19. 


Page  25. 


Page  27. 
14. 
30. 
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Committee,  which  apply  rather  to  the  practical  results  of  the  system  of  consolidation 
posed  to  he.  established,  than  to  the  means  of  its  accomplishment.  1 °' 

In  adverting  to  the  first  proposition  of  the  Select  Committee,  that  measures  should  be 
taken  for  placing  the  whole  of  the  public  general  lights  in  England  under  the  management 
of  the  Trinity  House,  the  Elder  Brethren  do  not  hesitate  to  offer  the  unqualified  expression 
of  their  opinion,  that  the  accomplishment  of  that  measure  would  be  attended  with  beneficial 
effects,  not  only  to  the  maritime  interests,  but  also  to  those  of  the  public  at  large  ; and  thev 
feel  that  this  sentiment  is  in  entire  accordance  with  the  Memorials  and  Representation  for- 
merly presented  to  the  Government  by  the  corporation,  in  relation  to  the  then  expiring 
leases  of  the  Winterton  and  Orford,  the  Dungeness  and  the  Hunstanton  lights;  and  that 
they  are  justified  in  their  expectation  of  such  beneficial  results  from  the  benefits  which  have 
been  actually  consequent  upon  the  transfer  to  them  of  the  lights  at  the  Forelands ; and  pre- 
viously thereto  by  the  purchase  of  the  interests  of  private  individuals  holding  leases  of  the 
Flatholm,  the  Ferns  and  the  Burnham  lights ; and  also  by  the  general  and  great  reduction 
of  charges  which  have  been  from  time  to  time,  since  the  year  1822,  effected  by  the  Elder 
Brethren  for  other  lights  belonging  to  the  Trinity  House,  all  of  which  are  clearly  set  forth 
and  recognized  in  the  Report  of  the  Select  Committee. 

Under  this  conviction,  and  with  the  intention  of  effecting  those  beneficial  objects,  the 
Trinity  House  is  ready,  with  their  Lordships’  concurrence,  to  treat  with  the  lessees  of  the 
Crown  for  the  purchase  of  the  remaining  terms  of  their  respective  tenures  of  the  lights  at 
Orfordness  and  Wintertonness,  at  Dungeness,  at  Harwich,  and  at  Hunstanton. 

The  Elder  Brethren  do  not  deem  it  necessary  to  advert,  at  this  time,  to  the  income 
derived  from  these  lights  by  his  Majesty’s  Crown-land  Revenue,  further  than  to  request 
their  Lordships’  attention  to  the  observations  upon  that  subject  which  are  contained  in  the 
Report  of  the  Select  Committee  of  the  House  of  Commons ; and  they  have  only  further  to 
observe,  in  respect  of  these  lights,  that  so  far  as  the  Trinity  House  is  concerned,  the  pur- 
chases may  be  made  forthwith,  and  without  the  intervention  of  Parliament. 

The  Trinity  House  is,  in  like  manner,  ready  to  treat  for  the  purchase  of  the  remainino- 
terms  of  the  leases  granted  by  this  Corporation  of  the  Smalls  and  Longsbips  lights,  and  also 
of  the  following,  which  are  held  in  perpetuity  under  grants  from  the  Crown  and  Acts  of 
Parliament ; viz.  the  Tynemouth,  the  Spurnsliore  and  the  Skerries  ; but  in  adverting  to  the 
interests  of  the  lessees  in  the  lights  named  under  these  two  last  heads,  the  Elder  Brethren 
deem  it  necessary  to  request  the  especial  consideration  of  their  Lordships  to  tire  arrange- 
ment which  it  will  be  necessary  to  make  in  respect  of  the  sums  which  the  lessees  and  pro- 
prietors derive  from  payments  out  of  the  Consolidated  Fund,  in  lieu  of  duties  which  would 
be  chargeable  by  them  on  foreign  vessels,  which,  by  Orders  of  His  Majesty  in  Council,  are 
exempted  from  payment  of  higher  duties  than  British  vessels.  The  like  consideration  is  also 
required  in  respect  of  the  payments  made  from  that  fund,  on  similar  grounds,  for  the  Crown 
Lights  at  Harwich  and  Hunstanton.  Those  payments  are  at  this  time  charges  upon  the 
public  revenue  of  the  country,  and  the  Elder  Brethren  submit,  therefore,  that  the  necessary 
funds  for  purchasing  that  portion  of  the  interests  of  the  lessees  and  proprietors  should  be 
provided  by  Government  from  the  same  source.  In  effecting  the  whole  of  these  purchases, 
the  Trinity  House  would  proceed  under  the  authority  vested  in  them  by  the  Act  3 Geo.  4, 
c.  Ill,  s.  4 ; and  the  further  authority  of  Parliament  would  not  be  requisite, unless  it  should 
be  found  necessary  to  compel  the  sales,  or  that  the  exorbitant  demands  of  the  lessees  or 
proprietors  should  require  the  intervention  of  juries  to  assess  the  value  of  their  respective 
interests. 

Upon  that  part  of  the  Report  of  the  Select  Committee  of  the  House  of  Commons  which 
recommends  the  transfer  of  the  public  general  lights  in  Scotland  and  in  Ireland  to  the 
Trinity  House,  the  Elder  Brethren  do  not  deem  it  necessary  to  offer  an  opinion  ; but  they 
beg  to  observe  that  the  measure,  in  its  accomplishment,  would  involve  a large  accession  of 
arduous,  important  and  responsible  duty  upon  the  Corporation,  requiring,  in  its  efficient 
execution,  active  personal  exertions  in  distant  parts  of  the  kingdom,  far  beyond  the  limits 
within  which  the  public  duties  of  the  Elder  Brethren  have  hitherto,  excepting  on  veiy  rare 
occasions,  been  exercised.  They  are,  therefore,  far  from  seeking,  or  even  desiring,  this  pro- 
posed extension  of  their  jurisdiction;  but  they  are  nevertheless  anxious  that  their  Lordships 
should  distinctly  understand,  that  if  his  Majesty’s  Government  and  the  Legislature  should 
concur  in  the  opinion  expressed  upon  this  subject  in  the  Report  of  the  Select  Committee, 
the  Elder  Brethren  are  prepared  to  undertake  the  charge  of  the  lighthouses  in  those  parts 
ot  the  United  Kingdom,  and  with  an  earnest  and  zealous  determination,  on  their  part,  to 
promote,  as  far  as  practicable,  the  accomplishment  of  the  public  objects  contemplated  by 
the  Committee. 

It  may  be  proper  to  remark,  that  these  lights  being  now  managed  by  commissioners  or 
trustees,  under  different  Acts  of  Parliament,  their  transfer  to  the  Trinity  House  cannot  be 
effected  without  legislative  enactment. 

Having  thus  submitted  the  observations  which  present  themselves  in  relation  to  the  reconi' 
mendations  of  the  Select  Committee  of  the  House  of  Commons,  as  they  apply  to  the  means 
of  accomplishing  the  objects  stated  in  their  Report,  the  Elder  Brethren  proceed  to  lay 
before  their  Lordships  the  following  remarks  upon  the  consequent  measures  which  tha 
Committee  have  pointed  out,  as  advisable  for  adoption,  in  carrying  those  objects  into  effect. 

In  considering-  these  recommendations  it  may  be  useful  to  class  them  under  three  heads, 
viz. 

First, — Reduction  and  equalization  of  dues. 

Second,  Reduction  of  charges  of  collection  and  maintenance, 
fhn-d, — Miscellaneous. 

The 
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The  Elder  Brethren  beg  to  observe,  in  relation  to  the  first  head,  viz.  Reduction  and  Appendix,  No.  3. 

equalization  of  dues,  that  the  proposition  for  any  further  material  reduction  of  duties  on  the  

part  of  the  Trinity  House,  can  only  be  entertained  in  connexion  with  the  transfer  of  all  the  Observations  on 
public  general  lights  in  England  to  that  corporation.  Should  that  measure  be  effected,  the  Report  of  the 
Elder  Brethren  are  of  opinion  that  very  considerable  reduction  may  ultimately  be  made  in  Select], Committee 
the  amount  collected  from  shipping  for  light  dues,  and  that  in  any  Bill  which  it  may  be  011  Lighthouse?. 

found  necessary  to  bring  under  the  consideration  of  Parliament,  for  the  purpose  of  effecting  

any  of  the  other  objects  recommended  by  the  Select  Committee,  no  further  provision  will  Page  27. 
be  required  in  relation  to  those  reductions,  than  to  extend  the  authority  vested  in  his  Ma- 
jesty in  Council,  by  the  4th  sec.  of  the  Act  3 Geo.  4,  c.  ill,  so  far  as  to  legalize  any  regu- 
lations in  respect  to  the  rates  of  light  or  other  dues,  which  are  now  or  may  hereafter  become 
payable  to  the  Trinity  House,  ana  which  having  been  submitted  by  that  corporation  to  his 
Majesty  in  Council,  shall,  after  due  consideration  and  inquiry,  have  been  judged  well  cal- 
culated to  accomplish,  in  their  general  results,  the  desired  objects  of  reduction  and  equali- 
zation of  charge. 

Upon  the  second  head,  of  Reduction  of  charges  of  collection  and  maintenance,  the  Elder  Page  14. 
Brethren  do  not  deem  it  necessary  to  occupy  their  Lordships5  time,  further  than  to  express  30. 

the  assurance  of  their  earnest  desire  to  accomplish,  to  the  fullest  extent,  such  reductions  as 
may  be,  in  their  judgment,  consistent  with  the  more  important  consideration  of  efficiency  in 
the  public  establishments  entrusted  to  them.  But  they  deem  it  right  to  express  also  their 
dissent  from  the  observations  of  the  Select  Committee,  as  they  apply  to  the  rate  of  com- 
mission which  it  may  be  proper  to  allow  their  collectors  of  duties ; although  they  entertain 
a confident  expectation,  that  upon  the  transfer  of  all  the  English  lights  to  the  Trinity  House, 
and  the  adoption  of  certain  regulations  in  respect  to  the  collections  which  the  Elder  Bre- 
thren consider  they  may  be  enabled  to  establish,  the  business  of  the  collection  will  be  so 
materially  simplified,  that  the  average  rate  of  commission  upon  the  aggregate  amount  col- 
lected may  be  reduced  to  five  per  cent,  or  less. 

Under  the  third  head,  viz.  “ Miscellaneous,”  the  Elder  Brethren  would  class  the  follow- 
ing subjects,  which  are  mentioned  in  the  Report  of  the  Select  Committee  ; viz. 

First, — The  transfer  of  the  lights  at  Heligoland  and  Bembridge  to  the  Trinity  House,  with  page  3> 
a view  to  their  maintenance  at  the  charge  of  that  body. 

Second, — The  general  supervision  or  control  of  all  harbour  or  local  lights.  26. 

Third, — The  construction  of  tables  of  duties  for  the  information  of  owners,  masters  of  ves-  Pn"e  2a- 


sels  and  other  persons. 

Fourth, — The  production  to  Parliament  of  an  annual  report,  accompanied  by  detailed 


accouuts. 


Fifth, — The  discontinuance  of  grants  of  pensions  to  poor  mariners,  their  widows  and  PaIe  1 1 et  set- 
orphans,  out  of  the  surplus  light  dues. 

Sixth,— The  regulations  for  the  admission  of  Younger  and  Elder  Brethren.  Roge  26. 

Upon  the  first  point,  the  Elder  Brethren  would  observe,  that  the  light  vessel  at  Bern-  u- 

bridge  was  originally  established  during  the  late  war,  for  the  advantage  and  security  of  his 
Majesty’s  vessels  entering  or  departing  from  Spithead,  and  it  still  continues  to  be  more 
particularly  useful  for  his  Majesty’s  service;  it  has  therefore  been  hitherto  maintained  by 
Government  without  charge  upon  the  commercial  shipping.  The  expense  of  maintaining 
the  light  at  Heligoland  has  also  been  in  part  defrayed  by  Government  out  of  the  public 
revenue ; but  a toll  for  this  light  is  collected  at  Hamburgh,  Bremen,  and  Heligoland,  ex- 
clusively from  English  vessels  trading  to  those  ports.  Should  his  Majesty’s  Government 
he  pleased  to  sanction  the  proposed  measures  for  placing  the  whole  of  the  public  general 
lights  in  England  under  the  Trinity  House,  the  Elder  Brethren  will  not  object  to  accept  the 
transfer  of  the  light  at  Bembridge,  and  will  undertake  the  charge  of  maintaining  the  same 
out  of  the  revenues  derived  from  the  lights  generally;  but  they  consider  that  the  like 
transfer  of  the  light  at  Heligoland  should  be  accompanied  by  an  adequate  and  well-secured 
revenue  for  its  maintenance.  The  toll  of  1 d.  per  ton,  now  collected  from  British  vessels  on 
entering  or  departing  from  Hamburgh  or  Bremen,  does  not  produce  a sufficient  revenue  for 
the  purpose,  and  they  beg  to  suggest  to  their  Lordships’  serious  consideration  the  propriety 
of  taking  such  steps  as  may  appear  to  them  advisable  for  augmenting  the  receipts,  either  by 
obtaining  the  consent  of  the  foreign  Governments  having  jurisdiction  in  the  Elbe  and 
Weser,  to  the  collection  of  the  dues  from  all  vessels,  whether  British  or  of  other  countries, 

°r  if  that  cannot  be  accomplished,  by  authorizing  the  collection  of  the  above-mentioned 
rates  in  the  ports  of  England  on  all  vessels  bound  to  or  from  ports  within  or  contiguous  to 
the  entrance  of  those  livers.  Attempts  have  been  on  former  occasions,  and  particularly  in 
die  years  1819  and  1820,  unsuccessfully  made  to  induce  the  senates  of  Hamburgh  and 
Bremen  to  permit  the  collection  of  the  dues  for  that  light  for  foreign  as  well  as  British 
vessels ; and  it  is  important  to  observe,  that  by  the  present  system,  a local  charge  is  im- 
posed upon  British  vessels  trading  to  those  ports,  to  which  foreign  vessels,  equally  par- 
ticipating in  the  benefits  afforded  by  the  light,  and  equally  interested  in  its  efficiency,  are 
not  subjected.  It  is  submitted,  therefore,  that  the  dues  collected  in  the  Elbe  and  Weser 
should  either  be  payable  by  all  vessels,  whether  British  or  foreign,  or  that  the  collection 
thereat  from  British  vessels  only  should  be  limited  to  such  as  arrive  from  or  depart  for 
ports  or  places  not  in  the  United  Kingdom.  If  the  collection  was  made  in  British  ports,  a 
Material  reduction  in  the  charge  for  collection  would  result,  the  commission  now  paid  for 
the  continental  receipt  being  20  per  cent.  Should  the  alterations  now  suggested  be  in 
cither  case  adopted,  the  revenue  would  most  probably  be  so  augmented  as  to  be  commen- 
surate to  the  charge  of  maintaining  the  light. 

Upon  the  second  point  of  general  supervision  over  all  local  or  harbour  lights,  the  Elder  °Se  -1  '* 
0.36.  v y 4 Brethren 
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Brethren  have  only  to  submit  their  opinion,  that  a general  controlling  authority,  in  respect 
of  the  mode  of  exhibiting  those  lights,  would  be  desirable,  and  they  will  not  object  to- 
undertake  that  duty,  should  it  be  thought  advisable  to  vest  the  necessary  authority  in  the 

The  construction  of  tables  of  duties,  to  be  made  public  for  the  information  of  all  persons 
interested  in  their  payment,  is  a measure  which  this  Board  entirely  approves,  and  consider- 
able progress  has  been  made  in  tbeir  formation,  but  they  must  necessarily  be  very  imperfect 
so  long  as  the  proprietary  of  the  tolls  continues  to  be  divided. 

On  the  fourth  suggestion  of  the  Select  Committee,  that  an  annual  Report  with  detailed 
accounts  should  be  laid  before  Parliament,  the  Elder  Brethren  deem  it  proper  in  them  to 
observe  that,  by  the  terms  of  their  charter,  as  well  as  by  those  of  the  patents  for  light  dues, 
they  hold  the  revenues  of  the  corporation  “ without  account^;  but  it  is  not  their  wish  to- 
press  that  point  upon  their  Lordships’  consideration.  The  Jrinity  House  has  no  transac- 
tions which  require  concealment,  and  the  Elder  Brethren  are  quite  willing  to  accede  to  any 
arrangement  which  mav  be  deemed  reasonable  in  this  respect. 

The  fifth  subject,  viz.  The  proposed  discontinuance  of  grants  of  pensions  to  pool- 
mariners,  their  widows  and  orphans,  out  of  the  surplus  light  dues,  claims  the  especial  con- 
sideration of  this  corporation,  and  they  beg  to  solicit  their  Lordships’  particular  attention  to 
it.  The  grant  of  small  pensions  to  those  classes  of  persons  has,  at  all  times,  been  a pro- 
minent feature  in  the  transactions  of  the  Trinity  House;  and  “the  relief  of  the  poor 
mariners,  their  widows  and  orphans,”  is  expressly  stated  in  the  last  charter  of  incorporation 
by  James  the  Second,  to  he  one  of  the  especial  objects  of  the  institution.  The  opinion 
which  the  Elder  Brethren  have  always  entertained  of  the  legality  of  the  appropriation  of 
their  surplus  revenues  from  light  dues,  to  that  laudable  purpose,  has  always  beeu  confirmed 
by  the  opinion  of  eminent  counsel,  and  in  the  early  patents  granted  to  the  Trinity  House 
for  light  dues,  that  application  was  expressly  enjoined.  A more  appropriate  disposal  of 
those  monies  cannot  be  conceived ; and  while  the  Elder  Brethren  know,  that  in  this 
matter,  they  have  proceeded  in  strict  accordance  with  the  intention  of  the  charter,  while 
they  are  assured  that  they  are  legally  correct  in  having  so  done,  and  while  they  feel  that 
from  considerations  of  humanity,  it  is  important  that  their  means  of  charity  should  not  be 
curtailed,  they  feel  it  imperative  upon  them  respectfully,  but  strongly,  to  protest  against 
the  adoption  of  any  measures  tending  to  effect  the  recommendations  of  the  Committee  in 
that  respect.  The  terms  of  the  fourth  section  of  the  Act  3 Geo.  4,  c.  Ill,  provide  that 
the  reduction  of  the  light  duties  may  be  effected  so  far  only  “ as  may  be  consistent  with 
the  charitable  and  other  uses,  purposes  and  intents  for  which  the  said  corporation  has  been 
established  and  maintained,”  and  the  Elder  Brethren  confidently  trust  that  their  Lordships 
will  concur  in  the  propriety  of  that  limitation.  The  Committee  in  their  Report  state,  that 
“ the  General  Ship  Owners’  Society  in  London,  and  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  in  Greenock, 
and  others,  object  to  such  large  sums  being  applied  to  charity.”  The  Elder  Brethren  pre- 
sume that  this  statement,  as  it  regards  the  Ship  Owners’  Society  in  London,  is  founded  upon 
the  letter  from  their  chairman,  published  in  the  Appendix ; but  that  letler  states  only  that 
the  right  of  the  Trinity  House  to  make  this  appropriation  “ should  bo  accurately  ascertained,” 
“ distinctly  defined,”  and  “ strictly  limited  to  such  amount,  and  to  such  objects,  as  may 
appear  to  be  sanctioned  by  law.”  This  objection  of  the  committee  of  the  Ship  Owners’ 
Society  (if  it  can  properly  be  termed  an  objection)  has  been  already  met  by  the  previous 
observations,  showing  that  the  charitable  appropriation  of  the  surplus  light  duties  is  legally 
justifiable.  In  the  year  1822,  Sir  Robert  Gifford  and  Sir  John  Copley,  his  Majesty’s  then 
Attorney  and  Solicitor  General,  gave  their  opinion  upon  this  subject  in  the  following  words: 
“ We  are  of  opinion  that  the  Corporation  of  Trinity  House  are  authorized  to  apply  the  sur- 
plus revenues,  arising  from  the  light  duties,  to  the  charitable  purposes  of  the  corporation.’ 
In  respect  of  the  objections  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  of  Greenock,  it  may  be  sufficient 
to  remark,  that  since  the  month  of  August  last  year,  the  number  of  petitions  for  the  pen- 
sion, which  have  been  received  from  individuals  residing  in  and  near  that  town,  is  not 
less  than  450 ; and  of  these  many  are  greatly  advanced  in  years,  or  otherwise  suffering  in 
a manner  which  renders  them  especial  objects  of  commiseration.  The  great  source  from 
which  the  charitable  funds  of  the  Trinity  House  are  supplied  is  so  generally  known,  that 
every  shipowner,  when  subscribing  the  usual  application  for  the  establishment  of  a light  in 
any  particular  situatiou,  and  signifying  his  consent  to  contribute  the  specified  toll  for  j|s 
maintenance,  is  well  aware  that  the  surplus  revenue,  if  any,  will  he  so  applicable ; and  the 
Elder  Brethren  entertain  the  fullest  conviction,  that  the  sentiments  of  the  shipowners  gene- 
rally throughout  the  kingdom,  upon  this  point,  are  at  variance  with  those  expressed  in  the 
Report  of  the  Committee.  In  addition  to  these  considerations,  the  Elder  Brethren  deem  it 
necessary  to  endeavour  to  impress  upon  their  Lordships’  attention  that  the  charity  of  the 
Trinity  House  is  granted  only  to  those  who  having  served  the  shipowner  during  many  years, 
have,  either  in  their  own  persons,  or  in  those  of  their  widows  and  orphans,  fallen  into  misery 
and  decay  ; that  the  number  of  individuals  strictly  coming  within  that  description,  who  now 
receive  pensions  from  the  Trinity  House,  is  upwards  of  0,750  ; and  that  the  number  of  men 
and  women,  exclusive  of  children,  who  at  this  time  seek  to  obtain  that  pension,  is  upwards 
of  3,600.  Under  these  circumstances,  the  Elder  Brethren,  far  from  feeling  any  disposition 
to  consent  to  measures  which  would  diminish  the  charitable  means  of  the  corporation, 
would  rejoice  if  the  possession  of  more  ample  surplus  funds  enabled  them  to  afford  rebel  to 
a larger  number  of  their  poor  petitioners. 

Upon  the  sixth  and  last  subject  of  the  foregoing  division,  viz.,  “ the  regulations  for  the 
admission  of  Younger  and  Elder  Brethreu  into  the  corporation,  the  Elder  Brethren  beg  to 
observe,  that  while  they  have  felt  it  an  imperative  duty  on  them,  in  the  consideration  of  this 

J subject, 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


SELECT  COMMITTEE  ON  LIGHTHOUSES. 


subject,  to  preserve  inviolate  the  constitution  of  the  corporation,  as  established  by  charter, 
and  handed  down  to  them  by  their  predecessors,  they  have  been  alike  actuated  by  a desire’ 
to  meet  the  views  of  the  Committee  of  the  House  of  Commons,  so  far  as  it  appeared  to  them 
advisable  to  do  so,  and  they  have  accordingly  gone  into  a revision  of  the  regulations,  and 
have  made  such  alterations  therein  as  will,  they  trust,  be  found  at  once  consistent  with  the 
former,  and  adapted  to  accomplish  all  that  can  be  beneficially  sought  for  by  the  latter. 

In  respect  of  the  following  subjects,  to  which  the  Report  of  the  Select  Committee  adverts.viz. 

That  light  dues  on  coasting  vessels  should  be  collected  at  the  port  of  delivery  ; 

That  ail  over-sea  trading  vessels  in  ballast  should  be  exempt  from  any  charge  for 
light  dues ; 

That  foreign  traders  should  pay  a higher  rate  of  duty  than  coasting;  vessels ; and 
that  the  rate  for  floating  should  be  greater  than  for  land  lights  : also, 

That  the  light  duties  on  steam-vessels  should  be  modified ; 
the  Elder  Brethren  have  only  to  observe,  that  such  of  those  suggestions  as  it  may  hereafter 
(should  the  proposed  transfers  take  effect)  be  deemed  advisable  to  adopt,  either  in  an 
extended  or  limited  manner,  may  be  effected  by  the  regulating  authority,  which,  in  a pre- 
vious part  of  these  observations,  they  have  submitted,  with  all  deference  to  their  Lordships, 
may  properly  be  vested,  in  the  manner  before  stated,  in  his  Majesty  in  Council. 

The  authority  which  the  Elder  Brethren  possess  by  the  Act  of  3 Geo.  4,  c.  ill,  to  reduce 
or  abolish  duties  payable  to  them  with  the  consent  of  the  King  in  Council,  has  enabled 
them  to  take  measures  in  relation  to  the  recommendations  of  the  Select  Committee,  that 
vessels  putting  into  port  by  stress  of  weather,  and  vessels  employed  in  catching  fish,  should 
be  exempt  from  payment  of  light  duties,  and  the  propositions  which  have  been  submitted 
to  the  King  in  Council  by  direction  of  the  Elder  Brethren,  in  accordance  therewith,  having- 
received  his  Majesty’s  Royal  assent  and  confirmation,  those  exemptions  (so  far  as  they  relate 
to  duties  payable  to  the  Trinity  House,  and  which  will  apply  also  to  the  deviation  of  vessels 
from  their  proper  course  by  reason  of  stress  of  weather)  will  take  effect  from  and  after  the 
31st  March  next. 

The  Elder  Brethren  have  not  deemed  it  necessary,  at  present,  to  take  any  measures  con- 
sequent upon  that  part  of  the  Select  Committee’s  Report  which  relates  to  compositions  for 
light  dues  in  respect  of  certain  vessels.  Should  it  hereafter  be  deemed  advisable  to  act 
upon  that  suggestion,  the  Corporation  has  power  to  do  so,  with  the  consent  of  the  King  in 
Council,  under  the  Act  3 Geo.  4,  c.  Ill,  before  referred  to. 

The  Elder  Brethren  have  caused  a letter  to  be  addressed  to  the  manager  of  the  Bills  of 
Entry  Office  at  the  Custom  House,  with  the  view  of  obtaining  a reduction  of  the  charge 
made  for  information  furnished  to  the  Trinity  House  by  that  office ; but  they  have  not  been 
favoured  with  a reply  to  their  representation. 

The  Elder  Brethren  are  unwilling  to  trespass  further  upon  their  Lordships’  time,  but  they 
cannot  conclude  without  offering  a few  observations  on  the  subject  of  improvements  in  the 
mode  of  illuminating  lighthouses,  and  without  assuring  their  Lordships  that  they  are  deeply 
impressed  with  a due  sense  of  its  importance.  They  beg  to  remark  that  the  introduction  of 
the  present  very  excellent  method  of  argand  lamps  and  parabolic  reflectors  is  entirely  attri- 
butable to  the  experiments  made  by  and  under  the  direction  of  this  Board  in  the  year 
1788.  Subsequently  thereto  various  improvements  have  been  made  in  the  apparatus  then 
introduced ; and  the  Elder  Brethren  have,  at  all  times,  been  ready  to  receive  suggestions 
for  further  improvements ; and  with  the  view  of  providing  effectual  means  of  ascertaining 
the  practical  results  of  the  various  modes  which  might  be  suggested,  an  experimental  light- 
house was  set  up  by  the  Trinity  House  upon  high  ground  near  Purfleet,  whereby  oppor- 
tunities are  afforded  for  observing  the  effect  of  the  lights  therein  exhibited  from  the  Trinity- 
buoy  Wharf,  at  Blackwall,  a distance  of  11  miles ; and  at  this  time  a large  room  for  the 
purpose  of  conducting  experiments,  and  which  it  is  believed  will  be  found  well  adapted  to 
that  object,  is  now  constructing  at  the  Trinity  House.  The  utmost  facilities  will  be  afforded 
therein  for  the  trial  and  exhibition  of  any  suggested  methods  which  may  appear  likely  to 
attain  the  object  of  improvement,  in  connection  with  the  great  and  paramount  considerations 
of  security  and  undeviating  certainty.  Independent  of  the  experiments  which  have  been 
made  by  Lieutenant  Drummond,  at  the  instance  and  charge  of  this  Board,  in  relation  to  the 
oxy-hydrogen  lime  light,  other  scientific  individuals  are  at  this  time  pursuing,  with  the 
sanction  and  assistance,  and  in  a great  measure  at  the  charge  of  the  Trinity  House,  experi- 
ments for  rendering  that  light  applicable  to  the  illumination  of  lighthouses  ; but  up  to  this 
moment  no  method  has  been  submitted  to  the  Elder  Brethren  which  could  in  their  jud°-- 
ment  justify  its  adoption  for  that  purpose.  It  is  the  intention  of  the  Trinity  House  to 
exhibit  the  new  light  upon  the  Start,  according  to  the  mode  in  use  in  Trance,  and  orders 
nave  been  given  for  the  manufacture  of  the  necessary  appai-atus  for  a dioptric  revolving  light 
o the  first  order,  similar  to  that  at  Cadnan.  This  new  light  will  be  exhibited  early  in  the 
ensuing  autumn. 

In  conclusion,  the  Elder  Brethren  beg  respectfully  to  express  their  hope  that  their  Lord- 
snips  will  regard  the  variety  and  importance  of  the  subjects  which  are  embraced  in  the 
■Report  ol  the  Select  Committee,  as  furnishing  a sufficient  apology  for  the  length  to  which 
ne  foregoing  observations  have  extended. 

Trinity  House,  London,)  (signed)  J.  Herbert , 

28  February  1835.  J ' Secretary. 
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Trinity  House,  16  April  1835. 
0.36. 


The  above  is  a true  copy. 

(signe 


J . Herbert , Secretary. 
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RULES  and  REGULATIONS  in  Relation  to  the  Admission  of  Younger  Brethren, 
and  the  Election  of  Elder  Brethren  of  the  Corporation  of  Trinity  House  of 
Deptford  Strond. 


AT  a Court  held  on  Thursday,  12  February  1845,— 

It  was  resolved.  That  all  regulations  which  have  been  at  any  time  established  respecting 
the  qualifications  and  admission  of  Younger  Brethren  and  candidates,  and  the  oualifi- 
cation  and  election  of  Elder  Brethren,  be  rescinded,  and  that  the  following  Regulations 
be  established  in  lieu  thereof;  viz. 

That  any  person  desirous  of  becoming;  a Younger  Brother,  shall  be  admissible  at  the 
pleasure  of  the  Court,  upon  the  proposition  of  any  one  Elder  Brother,  and  without  ballot 
as  heretofore. 

That  the  31  Elder  Brethren  shall  consist  of  not  less  than  20  persons,  bred  in  the 
maritime  service  of  the  United  Kingdom,  who  shall  be  deemed  the  acting  Elder  Brethren; 
and  the  remainder  of  either  ministers  of  state,  naval  officers  of  high  rank,  or  other  dis- 
tinguished characters,  who  shall  be  considered  honorary  Brethren,  and  noc  required  to  take 
active  part  in  the  discharge  of  the  duties  of  the  corporation,  although  not  restricted  from 
so  doing,  should  it  be  their  pleasure  to  attend  the  Courts  or  Boards. 

That  any  Younger  Brother  desirous  of  being  admitted  a candidate  for  the  situation 
of  a Maritime  Elder  Brother,  shall,  on  notifying  the  same  to  the  Deputy  Master  or  other 
member  of  the  Court,  be  questioned  as  to  his  eligibility,  by  maritime  service,  to  be  elected 
an  Elder  Brother;  which  having  been  ascertained,  the  proposition  for  his  admission  to  the 
list  of  candidates  may  be  made  to  the  next  monthly  Court,  when  the  proposer  and  seconder 
shall  declare  that,  to  the  best  of  their  knowledge  and  belief,  the  person  proposed  is  strictly 
eligible  according  to  the  Regulations  hereafter  stated,  so  far  as  they  relate  to  maritime 
service;  and  at  the  ensuing  monthly  Court,  a ballot  shall  be  taken  upon  that  pro- 
position. 

That  no  Younger  Brother  shall  be  eligible  to  be  placed  upon  the  list  of  candidates  to 
fill  the  office  of  an  Elder  Brother  in  room  of  any  of  the  maritime  members  who  shall  not  have 
attained  the  rank  of  commander  in  His  Majesty’s  Navy  for  at  least  four  years  previously, 
and  have  served  as  such  afloat  during  part  of  that  time,  or  shall  have  served  as  master  in 
the  merchant  service  or  foreign  voyages  for  at  least  four  years. 

That  no  candidate  shall  he  eligible  to  be  elected  an  Elder  Brother  on  a vacancy  occa- 
sioned by  the  death,  resignation,  removal,  or  otherwise,  of  either  of  the  maritime  members, 
who  shall  at  the  time  be  in  command  of  a vessel  in  His  Majesty’s  Navy,  or  who,  having 
been  admitted  a candidate  from  the  merchant  service,  shall  be  in  the  commaud  of  a 
merchant  vessel,  or  shall  at  the  time  hold  any  commission  or  warrant  in  His  Majesty’s 
Navy,  or  shall  be  in  the  employ  of  any  public  body,  corporation,  department,  or  individual 
whatsoever  (except  as  director  or  member),  or  in  any  way  under  the  control  of  the  same,  nor 
if  he  be  at  the  time  a broker,  wharfinger,  or  shopkeeper. 

That  if  any  of  the  maritime  members  shall  accept  either  of  a command  in  His  Majesty’s 
Navy,  or  shall  take  the  command  of,  or  any  situation  in,  a merchant  vessel,  or  shall  accept 
of  any  appointment  under  any  public  body,  corporation,  department,  or  individual  what- 
soever, so  as  to  be  under  the  control  of  the  same  (except  as  a director  or  a member),  or 
shall  become  a broker,  wharfinger,  or  shopkeeper,  he  shall  be  considered  to  have  fallen 
within  the  terms  of  the  charter  which  provide  for  the  displacing  of  Elder  Brethren,  and 
shall  be  displaced  accordingly  ; and  the  Elder  Brethren  shall  thereupon  proceed  to  a new 
election  in  the  manner  hereinafter  provided,  and  shall  elect  either  the  person  so  displaced, 
or  any  other  who  shall  be  eligible  according  to  the  foregoing  regulations. 

That  on  the  death,  resignation,  or  removal  of  any  Elder  Brother,  the  vacancy  thereby 
occasioned  shall  be  notified  to  the  next  monthly  or  special  Court,  when  it  shall  be  deter- 
mined whether  the  vacancy  shall  be  filled  by  an  honorary  or  by  an  acting  member,  and 
a time  appointed  for  a special  Court  to  be  convened  for  the  election  of  a successor,  at  such 
interval  as  shall  allow  of  ten  days’  notice  thereof  being  given. 

That  at  the  Court  convened  for  the  election  of  an  Elder  Brother,  if  it  shall  have  been 
resolved  to  fill  the  vacancy  by  an  honorary  Brother,  the  election  shall  be  made  by  the 
majority  of  voices  of  the  Elder  Brethren  present ; but  if  it  shall  have  been  resolved  that  the 
successor  shall  be  chosen  from  the  maritime  service,  to  take  active  part  in  the  discharge  ot 
the  duties  of  the  corporation,  then  the  book  containing  the  list  of  candidates  shall  be  handed 
by  the  secretary  to  each  member  present,  beginning  with  the  junior,  who  shall  make  one 
scratch  against  the  name  of  each  of  three  eligible  candidates,  and  the  names  of  the  three 
candidates  which  shall  have  the  greatest  number  of  scratches  shall  be  placed  on  , 
balloting  box,  and  be  ballotted  for ; and  whoever  has  the  greatest  number  of  balls,  provided 
such  number  be  that  of  the  majority  of  the  Brethren  present,  shall  be  by  the  Master  or  his 
deputy  declared  duly  elected ; but  if  the  balls  are  so  divided  that  such  majority  is  no 
given  to  either  of  the  three,  then  the  names  of  those  two  who  shall  have  the  greats 
number  of  balls  shall  be  in  like  manner  declared  bv  the  Master  or  his  deputy  duly  electe  1 

whereupon 
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whereupon  the  Court  shall  he  adjourned  to  a subsequent  day,  upon  which  the  Elder 
Brother  so  elected  shall  attend  to  be  sworn,  and  to  take  his  seat  at  the  Board.  But  if  in 
this  proceeding  it  be  found  that  the  balls  are  divided  in  equal  numbers,  either  upon  the 
first  as  regards  three,  or  upon  the  second  ballot  as  regards  two,  the  Master  or  his  deputy 
shall  adjourn  the  Court  to  a future  day,  when  the  ballot  shall  be  renewed,  and  the  election 
made  in  the  manner  hereinbefore  directed. 

(signed)  J.  Herbert,  Sec. 


Appendix,  No.  4. 

Rules,  &c.  relative 
to  Admission  of 
Members  to  Cor- 
poration of  Trinity 
House. 


\ RETURN  of  the  present  Members  of  the  Trinity  House  Board  of  Deptford  Stroud ; stating  the  Names,  Rank,  aud 
Profession  of  each  when  elected,  and  the  Dates  of  their  Election,  severally  ; pursuant  to  an  Order  of  the  Select  Committee  on 
lighthouses,  received  15  April  1845. 


Abel  Chapman 


Aaron  Chapman,  m.  p. 
Viscount  Melville 


Daniel  Stephenson 
Sir  John  Henry  Pelly, 
bart. 

Robert  Welbank 
John  Hayman  - 
John  Rees  - 

The  Duke  of  Wellington 

Earl  Grey  - 
Henry  Nelson  - 


John  Loeke 

Alexander  Weynton  - 
Sir  T.  By  am  Martin  - 


Sir  Jas.  R.  G.  Graham, 
bart. 


- - A retired  Com- 
mander in  the  Mer- 
chant Sea  Service. 

- ditto  - 

- - First  Lord  of  the 
Admiralty. 

- - A retired  Com- 
mander in  the  Mer- 
chant Sea  Service. 

- - ditto 

- - ditto 

- - ditto 

- * ditto 

- - ditto 

- - First  Lord  of  the 
Treasury. 

- - ditto 

- - A retired  Com- 
mander in  the  Mer- 
chant Sea  Service. 

- - ditto 

- - ditto 

- - An  Admiral  in  the 
Royal  Navy. 

- - A retired  Com- 
mander in  the  Mer- 
chant Sea  Service. 

A Privy  Councillor  - 


2 April  1795 


21  Dec.  1809 
5 Aug.  1813 

1 April  1819 


4 Nov.  1819 

8 May  1823 

3 Mar.  1825 
26  Jan.  1826 
3 Jan.  1828 

9 May  1829 

12  May  1831 
16  Aug.  1832 


16  Aug.  1832 
4 Oct.  1832 
7 Mar.  1833 

12  April  1834 


Sir  Robert  Peel,  bart. 


Viscount  Melbourne  - 
Earl  of  Minto  - 


Frederick  Madan 


Sir  Charles  Adam,  g.  c.  b. 


Stephenson  Ellerby 


His  Royal  Highness 
Prince  Albert. 
George  Probyn  - 


William  Pixloy  - 
Charles  Farquliarson 
Robert  Gordon  - 
William  Elisha  Farror 


Henry  Bonham  Bax 
Earl  of  Haddington 


RANK  AND  PROFESSION 
WHEN  ELECTED. 


- - First  Lord  of  the 
Treasury. 

- - ditto 

- - First  Lord  of  the 
Admiralty. 

- - A retired  Com- 
mander in  the  Mer- 
chant Sea  Service. 

- - Vice-Admiral  in 
the  Royal  Navy,  and  a 
Lord  of  the  Admiralty. 

- - A retired  Com- 
mander in  the  Mer- 
chant Sea  Service. 

The  Prince  Consort  - 

- - A retired  Com- 
mander in  the  Mer- 
chant Sea  Service. 

- - ditto 

- - ditto 

- - A Captain  in  the 

I Royal  Navy. 

- - A retired  Com- 
mander in  the  Mer- 
chant Sea  Service. 

- - ditto 

- - First  Lord  of  the 
Admiralty. 


DATE 

OF  ELECTION. 

5 Feb.  1835 

1 Feb.  1836 
5 Dee.  1837 

19  Dec.  1837 

17  Dec.  1839 

19  Aprl  1840 

27  Feb.  1841 
9 Mar.  1841 

16  Mar.  1841 
19  Sept.  1843 
19  Sept.  1843 
19  Dec.  1843 

16  Jan.  1844 
30  Mar.  1844 


1845:  Master-  ...  - - - - The  Duke  of  Wellington,  K.G. 

Deputy  Master Sir  John  Henry  Pelly,  bart. 


Trinity  House,  London,! 
16  April  1845.  f 


(E.  E.) 


J.  Herbert,  Secretary. 


A RETURN  of  the  Amount  paid  for  Lighthouse  Dues  to  the  Corporation  of  Trinity- 
House,  London,  by  Shipping  employed  in  the  Coasting  Trade,  and  the  Amount  paid  by 
Shipping  iu  the  Foreign  Trade,  in  the  Year  1843. 

Coasting  trade  --------- 


£. 

126,673 


Appendix,  No.  4 
(A). 


Foreign  Trade : 
British  vessels 
Foreign  vessels 


£■  97>454  1 
33A8  9 


3 1 


131,102  10  10 


£■  *51,175  13  7 1 


Trinity  House,  25  June  1845.  (E.  E.)  J-  Herbert,  Secretary. 

0.36.  z z 2 
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APPENDIX  TO  REPORT  FROM  THE 


Appendix,  No.  5. 


A RETURN  of  the  whole  Receipts  and  Revenue  of  the  Corporation  of  the  Trinity-House  of  Deptford  Strosd 
distinguishing  the  particular  Sources  from  which  the  same  are  derived;  together  with  a particular  and  detailed  \ccou  t 
of  the  Appropriation  of  the  same,  for  each  of  the  Years  1838  to  1840,  both  inclusive. 


(1.)— A RETURN  of  the  whole  RECEiPTand  Revenue  of  the  Corporation  of  Trinity-House  of  Deptford  Stroxd- 
distinguishing  the  particular  Sources  from  which  the  same  are  derived ; together  with  a particular  and  detailed  Account 
of  the  Appropriation,  for  the  Year  1838. 


First. — Lighthouses,  &c.  not  transferred  or  purchased  under  the  Act  6 & 7 Will.  4,  c.  79. 


Source  from 

Gross  Amount  1 

Commission 

H 

Charges 

which  the  Revenue 

of 

Ret  Revenue. 

of 

Surplus. 

Deficiency. 

is  derived. 

Liglit  Duties.  1 

Collection. 

Maintenance.  | 

LIGHTS: 

£.  s. 

d. 

£. 

s. 

d. 

£. 

s. 

d. 

£. 

s. 

d. 

£.  s. 

d. 

£.  s.  i. 

Scilly : 

One  lighthouse 

2.953  11 

2-f 

120 

39 

6 1 

2,832 

11 

7 3 

929 

1 

8 

1,903  9 11} 

Edystone : 

One  lighthouse 

4,382  18 

4l 

162 

2 

2 

4,220 

16 

2 h 

1,869 

1 

9 

2,351  14 

5J 

Two  lighthouses 

5,860  1 

n 

302 

l6 

!1* 

5,557 

4 

2? 

506 

4 

8 

5,050  19 

6} 

Two  lighthouses 
St.  Bees : 

3,931  lo 

n 

135 

l6 

3 1 

3,795 

13 

9i 

802 

17 

1 

2,992  16 

8 h 

One  lighthouse 

540  9 

2£ 

33 

3 

4 i 

507 

5 

30} 

334 

18 

- 

372  7 

10* 

One  lighthouse 
Caskets : 

4,281  19 

2 

353 

6 

n% 

4,130 

12 

6} 

51c  18 

6 

3,813 14 

-1 

Three  light-towers  - 

3,733  5 

5i 

127 

4 

8 

3,604 

- 

9l 

71C 

5 

9 

; 2,887  35 

-s 

One  floating-light  - 
Well,  or  Dudgeon : 

3,033  8 

- 

81 

4 

10  $ 

2,932 

3 

'i 

1,347 

11 

7 

1,584  n 

6} 

One  floating-light  - 
Flatholm : 

4,655  39 

l 

171 

14 

4 i 

4,484 

4 

8} 

3,072 

5 

4 

3,411  19 

Al 

One  lighthouse 

1,798  1 

7i 

92 

l 

5{ 

1,706 

2 \ 

830 

15 

1 

875  5 

■i 

Two  lighthouses 
Needles  and  Hurst : 

4,336  12 

9i 

161 

8 

5 

4,155 

4 

4i 

1,096 

- 

6 

3,059  3 

io£ 

Three  lighthouses  - 
Owers : 

3,985  1 

4} 

138 

10 

1 

3,846 

11 

3} 

1,186 

11 

9 

2,659  19 

61 

One  floating-light  - 
Haisbro’ : 

3,9, « 8 

3 $ 

334 

13 

3 

3,387 

15 

-1 

1,227 

11 

- 

2,560  4 

-i 

Two  lighthouses  and 

Newark  floating- 
light  - 

4,277  12 

4s 

150 

4 

5! 

4,127 

7 

11 

5,393 

9 

10 

1,266  1 13 

One  floating-light  - 

5,052  10 

3 i 

371 

35 

9S 

4,880 

14 

3 h 

3,034 

7 

21 

668  17 

7i 

One  floating-light  - 
Sunk: 

- - 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

3,377 

9 

.1 

One  floating-light  - 
Galloper : 

6,178  14 

8i 

212 

6 

9i 

5,966 

7 

10  J 

5,943 

7 

11 1 

1,090  15 

One  floating-light  - 
Flambro’ : 

' 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

3,333 

15 

8 J 

One  lighthouse 
South  Stack : 

4,656  3 

178 

17 

4,477 

5 

9$ 

550 

10 

9 

3,926  15 

-h 

One  lighthouse 

3,693  1 

4 

188 

7 

8 1 

3,504 

33 

7i 

O23 

16 

11 

2,880  16 

81 

Three  lighthouses  - 

3,473  3 

4 

I '59  17 

-4 

3,311 

4 

3j 

577 

10 

4 

2,733  3 3 

US' 

Two  lighthouses;  one 

lighthouse  at  Pako- 
field,  and  one  float- 

ing-light  in  the 

Stanford  Channel  - 

4,370  3 

5 

353 

7 

9l 

4,216  15 

?1 

3,750 

39 

- 

2,465  16 

7} 
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Revenue  of  the  Corporation  of  Trinity-House  of  Deptford  Strond,  and  Appropriation,  for  the  Year  1838— continued. 


Source  from 
which  ihe  Revenue 
is  derived. 


Gross  Amount  I Commission 


Lights— continued. 


£.  s.  d.  1 £.  s.  d. 


Ayr: 

One  lighthouse  and 
buoys  in  the  river 
Dee  - 


Lundy : 

One  lighthouse 


9+  7 if  1,689  4 7 £ 757  H 


Spurn : 

One  floating-light 


Bideford  Bar : 

Two  lighthouses 
Bardsey : 

One  lighthouse 

M: 

One  lighthouse 


2,226  19  7 f 114.  11  7 f 2,112 


Lynn  Well : 

One  floating-light 


Beachy  Head : 
Oue  lighthouse 


Celdy: 

One  lighthouse 


863  11  4’i  I 48  1 8J  815  9 


Burnham : 

Two  lighthouses 


598  18  lj  30  5 


Haisbro’ Sand,  the  North  End  of: 

One  floating-light  - i 4,281  8 a£  151  3 9j  4,130  4 4f  1,19816 


One  floating-light  - 2,185  3 1 £ 76  13  11  2,108  9 ai  849  15  1 


. From  28th  June  1838  : 
Menai : . 

One  lighthouse  -I  41- 


One  floating  - light 

and  buoys  - - 636  9 9f  33  2 -f  603  7 


Ma„lin:Fr°m  -3djuly  >838  = 

!&  •“*»**  " 880  18  6 1 


23  12  aj  797  0 2f  290 


One  floating-light  - 82018  51 1 


23  12  2^  797  0 3 397  “ 1 


Surplus.  1 Deficiency. 


£.  s.  d.  £.  i.  d. 


54  12  10  f 828  17  11  J 760  1 5 


4,957  8 3f  >97  5 5|  4,760  2 10  1,081  10  1 3,678  12  9 


20  - 7 S 380  8 10  J 539  9 10 


592  18  10^  30  9 -h\  562  9 io£  177  5 7 


77  2 5 1,382  15  10  >,oo6  19  2 


2,332  9 83  13  2 1 2,248  15  10  600  11  10 


568  12  7 £ 872  3 8 


South  Sand  Head : 

One  floating-light  - 2,647  >4  8 94-  3 4*  2,553  n 3f  >>467  7 5 

Forelands : 

Three  lighthouses  - 3,663  2 if  135  18  10  f 3,527  3 3 1,241  18  10 

Nash  : 

Two  lighthouses  - 2,147  6 - 113  3 4 2,034  2 8 1,273  10  5 

Falmouth  Harbour  : 

One  lighthouse  - 535  17  1 £ 28  3 7 J 507  13  6 282  2 4 

Start : 

One  lighthouse  - 2,081  9 8|  74  17  6 2,006  12  2 1 354  17  3 

Swin-Middle : 

Shfwafh°aNnE1!Sht  ' 1,600  19  5*  42  >2  11  A 1,558  6 6£  1,024  12  2 

One  floating-light  - 2,07915  sk  7°  >3  3 „ ...  _ „ , o7„  . „ 


2,009  2 2 £ 873  4 3 


e n0ntnouse  -|  41315  71  23-3|  39015  4±  79  1 9 

From  18th  July  1838: 

Bnstol  Channel:  1 


Commmatioa  ol  119’0S7  6 "*  4,669  ° “ 1,+’418  " 

vSs°°“}  103  3 6 I 5 - 0 38  3 - | - 


400  6 2 
36,815  17  7f 


£.  |ii9,i9°  9 6|j  4,674  6 6 114,516  3 50,421  12  - 

Carried  forward  - . . £.114,516  3 -£  50,421  12  - 


66,914  - 7 f 2,819  9 7k 


2 Z 3 
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appendix  to  report  from  the 


Revenue  of  the  Corporation  of  Trinity-House  of  Deptford  Strond,  and  Appropriation,  for  the  Year  1838-**^ 


Net  Revenue. 

Charges. 

Surplus. 

Deficiency. 

£.  s.  d. 

£.  s.  d. 

£.  s.  d. 

' 

Brought  forward  - - - 

114, 5>S  3 -1 

50,421  12  - 

Rents  of  lights  on  lease  ------ 

6 - - 

Commission  on  duties  received  in  the  Port  of  London 
for.  lights  in  Scotland  and  Ireland  - 

19°  3 ii 

PAYMENTS 

ON  THIS  ACCOUNT  NOT  CHARGEABLE' UNDER  ANY 
OF  THE  FOREGOING  HEADS. 

Salaries  and  allowances  to  the  clerks  employed  in  the 
examination  and  entry  of  the  accounts  of  the  col- 
lection of  English  light  duties  at  the  several  ports 
of  the  United  Kingdom  ----- 

667  2 8 

Salary  to  the  scientific  hdviser  in  light  experiments  - 

• • - 

200  - - 

Paid  to  the  office  of  the  Customs’  Fund  for  printed 
bills  of  entry,  and  also  for  manuscript  lists  of  ships 
entering  the  Port  of  London,  furnished  daily  - 

I56  - - 

Paid  for  500  new  tins  for  the  conveyance  of  oil  to  the 
several  light  establishments  ----- 

. . . 

244  15  10 

Charges  in  relation  to  experiments  for  the  improve- 
ment of  lights,  and  models  of  machinery 

- - - 

G90  15  6 

Advances  and  payments  made  on  account  of  works 
connected  with  the  establishment  of  the  under- 
mentioned lights : — 

Floating-light  and  buoys  in  the  Bristol  Channel, 
first  exhibited  18  July  1838  - - - - 

Lighthouse  in  Menai  Straits,  first  exhibited 
28  June  1838 

Floating-light  at  the  Mouse  Sand,  first  exhibited 
23  July  1838 

Floating-light  at  the  Maplin  Sand,  first  exhibited 
23  July  1838 

24,928  12  2 

Lighthouse  on  the  South  Bishop’s  Rock  - 
Lighthouse  at  St.  Catherine’s  Point  - 
Proposed  light  on  Coquet  Island  - 

Proposed  light  on  the  Maplin  Sand  - 

Superannuation  allowance  to  the  late  collector  of  light 
duties  coastwise  in  the  Port  of  London  - 

- 

200  - - 

Incidental  Charges  on  this  Account: — Postages  of 
letters  and  carriage  of  parcels  to  and  from  the  col- 
lectors and  agents  at  the  out-ports,  advertisements, 
stationery,  books,  printing,  stamps,  charts,  draw- 
ings of  plans,  surveying  instruments,  petty  disburse- 
ments for  all  the  collectors  at  the  outports,  the 
office  in  London,  and  the  general  service  of  this 
department  ------- 

1,145  16  4; 

£. 

1x4,712  6 1] 

l 78><J54  14  G; 

1-  3G)057  11  ’ll 

("Surplus  carries 
(forward, (p^' 
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Revenue  of  the  Corporation  of  Trinity-House  of  Deptford  Strond,  and  Appropriation,  for  the  Year  1 838— continued. 


Duties  collected  to  the 
Office  of  Buoyage 
and  Beaconage : 

For  buoys  and  bea- 
cons in'  the  channels 
leading  to  the  River 
Thames  and  Port  of 
London,  including 
loacsmanage  and 
primage ; also  in- 
cluding the  dues 
formerly  returned 
under  the  head  of 
“Trinity-house  Du- 
ties from  Strangers’ 
Ships”  - - - 

For  buoys  off  Yarmouth. 
For  buoys  and  beacons 
in  the  River  Tees  - 
For  Exeter  buoys 
For  Carmarthen  buoys 
For  Conway  buoys 
For  Aberdovey  buoys 
For  Woodb ridge  bea- 
cons, &c. 

£. 


Gross  Amount 
of 

Duties. 

Commission 

Collection. 

Net  Revenue. 

Charges. 

Surplus. 

Deficiency. 

£.  S.  d. 

£.  s.  d. 

£.  s.  d. 

£.  s.  d. 

£.  s.  d. 

£.  s.  d. 

9,954  14  10 

24C  14  7,3 

9,708  - 2 J 

4,065  8 4 

5,642  11  10| 

2,182  8 6$- 

76  n 5 1 

2,105  17  l 

976  2 - 

1,129  15  1 

— 

616  17  7 | 

27  2 5 

589  15  2 f 

291  16  6 

297  18  8 



185  12 

9 5 9l 

176  6 3 1 

173  16  8 

a 9 7i 



70  7 ij 

4 14  8| 

65  12  4.4 

78  16  8 

13  4 3l 

73  17  10 1 

4 15  »o| 

69  1 11 4 

94  19  3 

- 

17  3 i 

ag  11  6J 

4 5 9f 

25  5 8| 

42  10  5 

17  4 8J 

■I  4 Si 

J 7 3 

25  17 

10  8 4 

15  8 10J 

- 

13,140  14  1 J 

374  is  -i 

12,765  16  1 l 

5,733  18  2 

7,088  4 2 

56  6 2| 

Surplus  of  Buoyage  and  Beaconage 
Ditto  - Light  Account  - - - 


Deduct, — Repairs,  insurance,  wages  and  victualling  to  engineers  and  firemen,  coals 
and  stores  for  the  “ Vestal  ” and  “ Beacon  ” steam-yachts,  their  services 
being  applicable  to  each  of  the  lighthouses,  buoys,  beacons,  &c.,  but  which 
cannot  be  apportioned  to  the  respective  establishments 
New  wharf  wall  and  oil  store  warehouse,  dwelling-house  for 
storekeeper,  and  offices  at  the  buoy  dock  at  Blackwall  - 5,507  8 g j 

Salaries  and  allowances  to  the  superintendent,  storekeeper 
and  wharfinger  at  Blackwall,  and  rntes,  taxes,  &c.  on  the 
establishment  at  that  place  ------  863  17 


£. 

4,1 56  1 1 1 


— I 6,371  5 io 


Surplus  (carried forward,  p.  369.) 


43,089  9 6} 


10,527  16  11 


£.  32,561  12  7l 


CHARGES  IN  RELATION  TO  ALMS-PERSONS,  PENSIONERS,  &c. 


Gross  Revenue. 

Charges  thereon. 

I Net  Revenue. 

Charges. 

Allowaxces  and  Pensions  to  Almspeople  at  Dept-  ! 

ford  and  Mile  End: 

Pensions  12  months,  and  bounty  month,  allow-  j 
ances  for  nurses,  funeral  expenses,  medicine, 
coals  and  clothes  - 

a^ove  ^ rePa'rs  Ae  houses  occupied  by  the  | 

Governors’  salaries,  and  disbursements,  trades-  j 
men  s bills,  insurance,  water-rate,  salaries  to 
men  a*nS’  ^ ">a^es  10  8ar<*eners  and  watch-  1 

Pensions  to  infirm  and  disabled  seamen,  their  wives  : 
children,  and  to  the  widows  and  orphans  of  1 
seamen  . \ 

Carried  forward  ---£.' 

0.36. 

- - - 

- - - 

- - - 

1 £.  s.  d. 

6,265  7 8 

1,246  11  1 

24,499  12  6 

z z 4 

. 

' 

32,011  11  3 

1 

(continued) 

Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


368 


APPENDIX  TO  REPORT  FROM  THE 


Revenue  of  the  Corporation  of  Trinity-House  of  Deptford  Strond,  and  Appropriation,  for  the  Year  1838— co 


Charges  in  relation  to  Aims-peBSONS,  Sac.— continued. 


Gross  Revenue.  Charges  thereon,  j Net  Revenue. 


Brought  forward 


Commission  allowed  for  distributing  the  same  at  the 
several  out-ports  where  they  reside  - 


Occasional  relief  granted  to  disabled  mariners,  their 
widows  and  children,  under  especial  cases,  or  under 


circumstances  of  urgent  distress  - - - - | 

Bread  distributed  annually  at  Limehouse  on  Good 
Friday,  pursuant  to  the  will  of  Mrs.  Elizabeth 
Colbert  - --  --  --  - 


Paid  to  the  poor  of  the  hamlet  of  Limehouse,  pur- 
suant to  the  will  of  Mr.  William  Geere  - 


Paid  to  the  poor  of  the  hamlet  of  Ratcliff,  pursuant  to 
the  will  of  Captain  John  Vassal  - 


Paid  to  the  poor  of  the  hamlet  of  Stepney,  pursuant 
to  the  will  of  Captain  Timothy  Mangles 


Subscriptions  to  various  public  charities  - 

Incidental  charges:  — Stationery,  books,  printing, 
law  charges,  and  coals  for  the  offices  where  the 
pensioners  resident  in  London  are  paid  - 


Revenues  of  Estates  and  other  Property,  expressly 
and  solely  applicable  to  the  relief  of  poor  disabled 
mariners,  their  wives,  widows  and  children  : — 
Newington  estate  ------ 

Lincolnshire  estate  - - - 


Dagger  House,  at  Limehouse  - 
Mrs.  Elizabeth  Colbert’s  gift,  interest  on  - 
Capt.  John  Vassal’s  - - ditto,  ditto 
Mrs.  Ann  Elder’s  -----  legacy,  ditto 
Mrs.  Mary  Grigg’s  - - - - ditto,  ditto 
Mr.  George  Wilton’s  - - - - ditto,  ditto 
Capt.  Timothy  Mangles’  - - ditto,  ditto 
Mr.  Samuel  Hunter’s  - - - ditto,  ditto 
Capt.  Mortimer’s  & Steevens’  ditto,  ditto 

Benefaction  of  an  Elder  Brother,  as  usual  on  his 
election  ------- 


Duties  ofballastageheld  under  grants  from  the  Crown, 
36th  Queen  Elizabeth  and  17th  Charles  II.;  also  j 
under  Act  6th  George  II.,  continued  by  subsequent 
Acts 


30,442  11  1 29,394  5 4 J-O+S  5 9 


Deficiency  (carried  forward,  p.  369)  - - f • 
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Revenue  of  the  Corporation  of  Trinity-House  of  Deptford  Strand,  and  Appropriation,  for  the  Year  1838 continued. 


NET  REVENUE  AND  EXPENDITURE. 


Net  Revenue,  One  Year,  to  31  December  1838. 


Surplus  on  the  account  of 
Light  and  Buoyage  duties  - 

Rents  of  estates  not  solely 
applicable  to  charitable 
purposes  - * * 1 2 8 

Deduct, — 

Taxes,  repairs,  and  charges  124  410 


d.  £.  s.  d. 
32.561  12  7 1 


Dividends  of  stock  in  the 
public  funds,  and  interest 
charged  at  the  rate  paid 
on  the  capital  sold,  in  aid 
of  the  purchase  of  light- 
houses ------ 

Discount  allowed  on  prompt 
payment  of  various  ac- 
counts ------ 

Commission  charged  on  the 
examination  of  claims  on 
the  Consolidated  Fund, 
under  various  Orders  in 
Council  - G56  16  3 

Deduct, — 

Salary  and  allowance  to 
the  clerk  employed  in 
the  examination  of  these 
Accounts;  also  charges 
for  postage,  carriage  of 
parcels,  and  incidents  - 222  6 3 


Excess  of  Charge 


S.742  19  7i 


48,668  g 65 


Expenditure,  One  Year,  to  31  December  1838. 


Deficiency  on  the  account  of  pensions  - 

Charges  of  the  house  and  offices  on  Tower- 
hill;  viz. 

Taxes,  repairs,  including  1,974/.  for 
new  offices  and  committee-rooms, 
furniture,  insurance,  wages  to 
housekeeper,  servants,  gatekeeper, 
and  watchman  - 

Salaries  to  twenty  Elder  Brethren,  pur- 
suant to  the  Act  3 Geo.  4,  cap.  111 

House  expenses  for  court  and  audit 
dinners,  board  of  housekeeper  and  ser- 
vants, together  with  the  total  expense 
of  the  procession  and  dinner  on  the 
anniversary  of  Trinity  Monday  - 

Salaries  and  allowances  to  the  secretary 
and  clerks  employed  in  the  transaction 
of  the  general  business  of  the  Corpora- 
tion, and  wages,  &c.  to  messengers 

Salaries  to  clerk  of  the  works,  ruler  of 
pilots  at  Gravesend,  clerk  of  ships’  en- 
tries (Customs),  for  daily  lists  of  vessels 
reported  with  and  without  pilots,  mathe- 
matical examiner  and  Parliamentary 
remembrancer  - 


Pensions  to  the  widows  of  a mathema- 
tical examiner  and  ruler  of  pilots  at 
Gravesend  - - - - - 

Sundry  law  charges,  including  the  whole 
expense  of  Parliamentary  and  other 
proceedings,  in  relation  to  an  intended 
amendment  of  the  Law  relating  to 
Pilots  and  Pilotage  - 

Remainder  of  charges,  building  and  fitting 
the  “ Beacon”  steam  yacht  (see  Account 

1837)  

Incidental  charges  not  applicable  to  any 
particular  account, — 

Postages  of  letters,  advertisements, 
stationery,  printing,  books,  maps, 
charts,  stamps,  newspapers,  coach- 
hire,  carriage  of  parcels,  &c. 

£. 


£. 

39,283 


7,000  - - 


406 


794  *8  3 


831  4 4 


9 6$ 


0-36. 
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.,\_A  RETURN  of  the  whole  Receipt  and  Revenue  of  the  Corporation  of  Trinity-House  of  Deptpord  Strok  d, 
distinguishing  the  particular  Sources  from  which  the  same  are  derived  ; together  with  a particular  and  detailed 
Account  of  the  Appropriation,  for  the  Year  1839. 


First. — Lighthouses,  &c.  not  transferred  or  purchased  under  the  Act  6 & 7 Will.  4,  c.  79. 


Gross  Amount  1 

Commission  I 

1 

Charges 

1 

Net  Revenue.  1 

of 

Deficiency. 

derived. 

Light  Duties. 

Collection-.  1 

Maintenance.  j 

LIGHTS : 

£. 

s. 

d. 

£.  «. 

d. 

£. 

s. 

d. 

£.  s. 

d. 

£. 

s. 

d. 

£.  s.  d. 

ScBly : 

Or.e  lighthouse 

3,299 

6 

11 

136  - 

3 

3,163 

6 

8 

907  6 

3 

2,256 

- 

5 

Edystone : 

One  lighthouse 

Jlilford : 

4,756 

- 

7l 

176  3 

2 

4,579 

17 

5 h 

2,320  19 

8 

2,258 

18 

si 

6,133 

315 ,8 

Two  lighthouses 
Portland : 

' 

3 

9 

5,8 1 6 

1 

5 

1,147  10 

1 

4,668 

11 

4 

Two  lighthouses 

4,332 

10 

1 i 

150  11 

~i 

4,181 

19 

>1 

1,146  10 

2 

3,035 

8 

Hi 

St.  Bees : 

One  lighthouse 

568 

14 

7 

34  - 

6J 

534 

14 

-i 

438  15 

6 

95 

18 

6£ 

Foulness : 

One  lighthouse 

4,505 

1 

-i 

157  3 

IO 

4,347 

17 

767  2 

8 

3,580 

14 

Caskets: 

Three  light-towers  - 

4,125 

5 

10  § 

141  11 

2f 

3,983 

14 

7 1 

1,222  15 

3 

2,760  19 

4l 

Nore : 

One  floating-light  - 
Well,  or  Dudgeon  : 

3,072 

3 

- 

79  2 

IO 

2,993 

- 

• 

1,364  15 

10 

1,628 

4 

4 

One  floating-light  - 
Flatholm : 

4,^46 

6 

9 1 

175  14 

4 J 

4,670 

12 

5 

5,83=  8 

7 

' 

I,l6l  i()  2 

One  lighthouse 

2,198 

16 

4 & 

112  15 

9 1 

2,086 

- 

6 2- 

1,265  6 

10 

820 

13 

8} 

Lizard : 

Two  lighthouses 
Needles  and  Hurst : 

4,718 

9 

CJ 

176  19 

7 a 

4,54i 

9 

iof 

975  3 

■ 

3,566 

G 

84 

Three  lighthouses  - 

4,400 

13 

65 

153  17 

44 

to 

16 

1.2 

1,083  4 

3 

3,163 

11 

10.j 

Owers 

One  floating-light  - 
Haisbro’ : 

4,325 

1 

- 

149  13 

1 

4,175 

7 

11 

5,580  18 

11 

- 

1,405  11  - 

Two  lighthouses  and 

Newarp  floating- 
light  - . 

4,501 

8 

2i 

156  2 

6J 

4,345 

5 

7 1- 

2,064  17 

3 

2,280 

8 

54 

Goodwin : 

One  floating-light  - 
Gull: 

5,408 

- 

if' 

l83  19 

-1 

5,225 

1 

>4 

2,558  6 

4\ 

934 

12 

81 

One  floating-light  - 

- 

- 

- 

. 

- 

1,732  2 

ij 

Sunk : 

One  floating-light  - 

6,561 

H 

-i 

232  11 

8 4 

6,339 

2 

3* 

2,037  8 

61 

Galloper : 

One  floating-light  - 

. 

1,073  * 

„} 

3,228 

11 

10J 

Flambro’ : 

One  lighthouse 
South  Stack : 

4,907 

19 

64 

187  17 

2l 

4,720 

2 

4 i 

806  15 

5 

3,913 

6 

ni 

One  lighthouse 
Fern : 

Three  lighthouses  - 

4,018 

204  l8 

6 

3,813 

1 

71 

727  3 

- 

3,805 

18 

71 

3,587 

4 

5 i 

164  2 

9i 

3,423 

* 

74 

803  13 

8 

2,619 

7 

nf 

| 

Lowestoft : 

lighthouse  at  Pake- 

field,  and  onefloat- 
jng-light  in  the 

'Stanford  Channel  - 

Ayr: 

4,591 

18 

5 h 

159  11 

q4 

4,432 

G 

72 

2,560  3 

3 

1,872 

3 

4i 

Oee  lighthouse,  and 

“uoys  m the  River 
Dee  - 

888 

6 

4 

55  - 

3i 

833 

6 

-1 

816  6 

1 

16 

19 

ni 

( ' continued ) 

0.36. 

Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


APPENDIX  TO  REPORT  FROM  THE 


3/2 


Revenue  of  the  Corporation  of  Trinity-House  of  Deptford  Strond,  and  Appropriation,  for  the  Year  continued. 


Source  from 

Gross  Amount 

Commission 

N et  Revenue. 

Charges 

of 

of 

Surplus. 

Deficiency. 

is  derived. 

Light  Duties. 

Collection. 

Maintenance. 

Lights — continued. 

£.  s.  d. 

£.  s.  d. 

£.  s.  d. 

£.  s.  d. 

£.  s. 

d. 

£ 1.  1 

Lundy : 

One  lighthouse 

1,958  4 10  £ 

103  18 

1,85+  6 Si 

952  15  ll 

901  10  1 

°i 

Spurn : 

4.969  3 6i 

1,161  8 10 

One  floating-light  - 

5,W4  14  3 

205  10  8 3 

3,807  14 

8i 

Bideford  Bar  : 

Two  lighthouses 
Bardsey : 

397  3 1 

'9  >7  71 

377  5 5i 

478  15  1 

- - 

- 

9 "J 

117  l6  11  $ 

692  7 2 

One  lighthouse 
Usk: 

2,289  1 8 4 \ 

2,172  1 5 

1,479  14 

3 

One  lighthouse 

650  14  7 

33  13  3 1 

617  1 3} 

263  3 3 

353  19 

-i 

Lynn  Well : 

One  floating-light  - 
Beachy  Head : 

i,5H  19  3 

8i  5 

1,433  13  9f 

1,021  10  4 

412  3 

5 1 

One  lighthouse 
Caldy  : 

2,546  7 10 

91  5 5} 

2,455  2 4 i 

1,147  10  10 

1,307  11 

6J 

One  lighthouse 

S«3  3 5i 

53  13  6$ 

909  9 11 

293  4 7 

616  5 

4 

Burnham : 

Two  lighthouses 
Haisbro’  Sand,  North 

645  16  6 

32  14  -i 

613  2 53 

322  16  10 

290  5 

7t 

End  of : 

One  floating-light  - 

4,506  - 11  % 

>57  1 

4,348 19  5 1 

1 ,064  7 4 

3,284  12 

South  Sand  Head : 

1,460  11  3 

One  floating-light  - 

2,879  15  1 

102  - -f, 

=,777  >6-1 

1,317  3 

Forelands  : 

Three  lighthouses  - 

3,863  17  8§j 

143  6 73 

3,719  11  1 

1 ,840  9 1 

1 ,879  2 

- 

Nash : 

Two  lighthouses 
Falmouth  Harbour: 

2,397  12  10  § 

127  - 113 

2,270  11  11 

755  10  9 

1,515  l 

2 

One  lighthouse  - . 

553  5 si 

28  16  1 j 

523  9 4 

400  - 7 

123  8 

9 ! 

Start. : 

One  lighthouse 
Sw'in-Micldle : 

2,254  7 7 i 

81  1 9j 

2,173  5 10 

1,029  5 9 

i,i44  - 

1 

One  floating-light  - 
Shipwnsh,  N.  E. 

1,641  13  8£ 

42  1 8 J, 

i,599  12  - 

962  6 8 

637  5 

4 

One  floating-light  - 
St.  Nicholas  Gatt: 

2,180  2 7f 

73  1 5i 

2,107  1 2 J 

949  19  1 

i,i57  2 

1 1 

One  floating-light  - 

2,295  19  9 

79  15  11 

2,216  3 10 

1,004  10  9 

1,211  13 

1 

Menai : 

One  lighthouse 
Bristol  Channel : 

884  15  10  J 

48  18  5 

835  >7  5 i 

447  4 2 

388  13 

3i 

One  floating-light, 
and  buoys,  &c.  - 
Maplin ; 

1,844  13  6 

97  1 3J 

1,747  1=  =i 

2,697  1°  8 

- - 

- 

949  18  a 

One  floating-light  - 
Mouse : 

1,620  9 ill 

41  1 2 l 

! 1,579  8 9 

716  10  3 

862  l8 

6 

One  floating  light  - 

1,620  9 11  | 

i 41  1 2 l 

i 1,579  8 9 

821  4 G 

75s  4 

3 

From  i4Februarj 
South  Bishop’s  : 

■ 1S39: 

One  lighthouse 

452  13  H 

l 23  6 2‘ 

l 429  7 5 

951  - 6 

521  >8  1 

Commutation  of 

1 30,880  1 9 ; 

i 5.11S  5 5 

4125,761  16  3: 

£ 60,666  17  3 

69,235  7 

4* 

Duties  on  Fish 
Vessels 

j 85  10  - 

2 8 - 

83  2 - 

- - - 

83  2 

- 

£. 

130,965  u 9 

l 5,120  13  5, 

i 125,844  18  3> 

l 60,666  17  3 

69,318  9 

4,14°  1 * 

Carried  forward  - - - £ 

125,844  18  3. 

| j 60,666  17  3 
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Revenue  of  the  Corporation  of  Trinity-House  of  Deptford  Strond,  and  Appropriation,  for  the  Year  1839 continual. 


Brought  forward  - - - 

Rents  uf  lights  on  lease 

Commission  on  duties  received  in  the  port  of  London 
for  lights  in  Scotland  and  Ireland  - 


PAYMENTS 


OX  THIS  ACCOUNT  NOT  CHARGEABLE  UNDER 
ANY  OF  THE  FOREGOING  HEADS. 


Salaries  and  allowances  to  the  clerks  employed  in  the 
examination  and  entry  of  the  accounts  of  the  col- 
lection of  English  light  duties  at  the  several  ports 
of  the  United  Kingdom  - 

Safety  to  the  scientific  adviser  in  light  experiments  - 

Paid  to  the  office  of  the  Customs'  Fund  for  printed 
bills  of  entry,  and  also  for  manuscript  lists  of  ships 
entering  the  port  of  London,  furnished  daily 

Charges  in  relation  to  experiments  for  the  improve- 
ment of  lights  and  models  of  machinery 


Advances  and  payments  made  on  account  of  works 
connected  with  the  establishment  of  the  under- 
mentioned lights : 

Floating-light,  buoys,  &c.  in  the  Bristol  Channel, 
light  first  exhibited  18  July  1838  - 
Lighthouse  in  Menai  Straits,  first  exhibited 
28  June  1838  - 

Lighthouse  on  the  South  Bishop’s  Rock,  first 
exhibited  14  February  1839  - 
Lighthouse  at  St.  Catherine’s  Point  - 
Ditto  - on  Coquet  Island  - 
Ditto  - on  the  Maplin  Sand  - 
Ditto  - at  the  entrance  of  the  Avon 
Floating-light  at  the  Leman  and  Ower  Sands 
Ditto  - - - - Kentish  Knock 
Substitute  floating  light-vessel,  on  occasions  of 
repairs  or  casualties  - 


Charges  for  committees  on  inspection  of  various  lights 

Superannuation  allowance  to  the  late  collector  of  light 
duties  coastwise  in  the  Port  of  London  - 


Incidental  charges  on  this  account: — Postages  of 
letters  and  carriage  of  parcels  to  and  from  the  col- 
lectors and  agents  at  the  out-ports,  advertisements, 
stationery,  books,  printing,  stamps,  charts,  draw- 
ings ot  plans,  surveying  instruments,  petty  dis- 
bursements for  all  the  collectors  at  the  out-ports 
(.including  new  sets  of  tables  and  certificates),  the 
once  m London,  and  the  general  service  of  this 


Deduct,— Net  proceeds  of  old  stores,  returned  at) 
aittereut  times  from  the  various  light  establish-  | 


0.36. 


Net  Revenue. 

Charges. 

Surplus. 

£.  s.  d. 

£■  s.  d. 

£.  s.  d. 

125,844  18  3£ 

60,666  17  3 

6 - - 

184  15  4 

631  5 - 

- 

200  - - 

. . . 

156  - - 

390  l l - 

- - - 

25,163  >9  9 

87  10  10 

200  - - 

1,342  2 11$ 

88,938  6 gi 

' - " 

67  19  5 

126,035  >3  7$ 

88,870  7 4J 

37>l®5  8 31 

3 A 3 


Deficiency. 


Surplus  carried 
forward,  (p.  374). 
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APPENDIX  TO  REPORT  FROM  THE 


Revenue  of  the  Corporation  of  Trinity-House  of  Deptford  Strond,  and  Appropriation,  for  the  Year  1839 —continued. 


Duties col'ected  to  the 
Office  of  Buoyage 
and  Beaconage. 


For  buoys  and  beacons 
in  the  channels  lead- 
ing to  the  River 
Thames  and  Port  of 
London,  including 
Joadsinanage  and 
primage ; also  in- 
cluding the  dues 
formerly  returned 
under  the  head  of 
“ Trinity-house  Du- 
ties from  Strangers’ 
Ships”  - 

For  buoys  off  Yar- 
mouth - 

For  buoys  and  beacons 
in  the  River  Tees  - 
For  Exeter  buoys 
For  Carmarthen  buoys 
For  Conway  buoys 
For  Aberdovey  buoys 
For  Woodbridge  bea- 
cons, &c. 

£. 


Gross  Amount 
Duties. 


10,584  17 

2,292  - 

<>73  H 
196  3 

69  - 
64  4 
35  19 


8* 


13.950  9 7 k 


Commission 

Collection. 


30  1 
9 17 
4 12 

4 3 

5 6 

1 14 


10,334  3 
2,212  7 ] 

643  12 
18G  5 
64  7 
Go  - 
30  12  1 

3«  15 


5,068  3 10 
1,152  2 G 

270  5 10 
66  12  2 
96  18  7 
48  G 2 
32  9 7 


13.564  6 7 \ I 6,744  18  8 


5,265  19  10J 

1,060  5 5^ 

373  6 10 
”9  13  7 

11  14  6| 
22  15 


6,853  15  9 1 


32  11  2 | 
1 16  7J 


Surplus  of  Buoy  age  and  Beaconage  - 
Ditto  - Light  Account  - - - - 


Deduct — Repairs,  insurance,  wages  and  victualling  to  engineers  and  firemen,  coals  and 
stores  for  the  “ Vestal  ” and  “ Beacon  ” steam-yachts,  tlieir  services  being 
applicable  to  each  of  the  lighthouses,  buoys,  beacons,  &c.,  but  which  cannot 
be  apportioned  to  the  respective  establishments  ------ 

Salaries  and  allowances  to  the  superintendent,  storekeeper  and  wharfinger  at 
Blackwall,  and  rates,  taxes,  repairs,  &c.  on  the  establishment  at  that  place  - 


4,569  i3  2 

918  7 8 


Surplus  (carried  forward,  p.  376)  - - - £• 


37.165  6 3i 


43,934  14  2j 


CHARGES  IN  RELATION  TO  ALMS-PERSONS,  PENSIONERS,  &c. 


Gross  Revenue. 

Charges  thereon. 

Not  Revenue. 

Cliarges. 

Allowances  and  Pensions  to  Alms-people  at  Dept- 
ford and  Mile  End  : — 

Pensions  12  months,  and  bounty  month,  allow- 
ance for  nurses,  funeral  expenses,  medicine, 
coals  and  clothes  - 

Charges  for  repairs  of  the  houses  occupied  by  the 
above;  viz. 

Governors’  salaries  and  disbursements,  trades- 
men’s bills,  insurance,  water-rate,  salaries  to 
chaplains,  and  wages  to  gardeners  and  watch- 
men - 

Pensions  to  infirm  and  disabled  seamen,  their  wives 
and  children,  and  to  the  widows  and  orphans  of 
seamen  - 

Commission  allowed  for  distributing  the  same  at  the 
several  out-ports  where  they  reside  ... 

- - - 

- - - 

£.  i.  <■ 

0,513  >8  - 

i,5«7  I*  " 

84,5®+  8 1 
64!  9 1 

Carried  forward  - - - £. 

- - - 

- - - 

- - - 

33,-4®  >°  1 
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Revenue  of  the  Corporation  of  Trinity-House  of  Deptford  Strond,  and  Appropriation,  for  the  Year  1839 continued. 


Charges  in  relation  to  Alms-persons,  &C. — continued.  01089  Revenue-  Charges  thereon.  Net  Revenue.  Charges. 


Occasional  relief  granted  to  disabled  mariners,  their 
widows  and  children,  under  especial  cases,  or  under 
circumstances  of  urgent  distress  - 


Bread  distributed  annually  at  Limehouse  on  Good 
Friday,  pursuant  to  the  will  of  Mrs.  Elizabeth 
Colbert  -------- 


Paid  to  the  poor  of  the  hamlet  of  Limehouse,  pur- 
suant to  the  will  of  Mr.  William  Geere  - 


Paid  to  the  poor  of  the  hamlet  of  Ratcliff,  pursuant 
to  the  will  of  Captain  John  Vassal  ... 


Paid  to  the  poor  of  the  hamlet  of  Stepney,  pursuant  to 
the  will  of  Captain  Timothy  Mangles  - - - 


Subscriptions  to  various  public  charities 


Incidental  charges  : — Stationery,  books,  printing,  law 
charges,  and  coals  for  the  offices  where  the  pen- 
sioners resident  in  London  are  paid  ... 


Revenues  of  Estates  and  other  Property,  expressly 
and  solely  applicable  to  the  relief  of  poor  disabled 
mariners,  their  wives,  widows,  and  children  : 


Newington  estate  - 
Lincolnshire  estate  - 
Essex  estate  - 

Dagger-House,  at  Limehouse  - 
Mrs.  Elizabeth  Colbert’s  gift,  interest  < 
Capt.  John  Vassal’s  - - ditto  - ditto 
Mrs.  Ann  Elder’s  - - legacy  - ditto 

Mrs.  Mary  Grigg’s  - - ditto  - ditto 

Mr.  George  Wilton's  - - ditto  - ditto 

Capt.  Timothy  Mangles’  - ditto  - c 

Mr.  Samuel  Hunter’s  - . ditto  - c 


Capt.  Mortimer's  & Steevens’  ditto  - ditto 


Benefaction  of  an  Elder  Brother,  as  usual,  on  his 
election  - 


Duties  ot  ballastage  held  under  grants  from  the 
brown,  36th  Queen  Elizabeth,  and  17th  Charles  II.; 

° Act  ®e01'ge  II.,  continued  by  subse- 
quent Acts : 


Expenditure,  including  8,358  l. 
.*•  1id.,  for  building  and  fit- 
ting a new  dredging  vessel, 
with  steam-engine, machinery, 


511  10  2 
108  5 4 


3,739  7 10  3y>232  13  3 


Deficiency  (carried  forward,  p.  376)  - - £.  I 35,493  5 5 


3 a 4 
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APPENDIX  TO  REPORT  FROM  THE 


Revenue  of  the  Corporation  of  Trinity-House  of  Deptford  Stroud,  and  Appropriation,  for  the  Year  1SS9— coulimii. 


NET  REVENUE  AND  EXPENDITURE. 


Net  Revenge,  One  Year,  to  31  December  1839. 


Expenditure,  One  Year,  to  31  December  1830. 


Surplus  on  the  account  of 
light  and  buoyage  duties 


d. 

4f 


Deficiency  on  the  account  of  pensions 


£■  s.  d. 
35,493  5 5 


Rents  of  estates  not  solely 
applicable  to  charitable 
purposes  ...  983  16  8 


Deduct,— 

Taxes,  repairs  and  charges, 
including  purchase  of 
ground  contiguous  to 
the  almshouses  at  Dept- 
ford - 446  18  11 


538  >7  9 


Dividends  of  stock  in  the 
public  funds,  and  interest 
charged  at  the  rate  paid 
on  the  capital  sold  in  aid 
of  the  purchase  of  light- 
houses - 


- 5,431  10 


2 


Discount  allowed  on  prompt 
payment  of  various  ac- 
counts - 


Commission  charged  on  the 
examination  of  claims  on 
the  Consolidated  Fund, 
under  various  Orders  in 
Council  - 784  2 10 


Charges  of  the  house  and  offices  on 
Tower-hill;  viz. 

Taxes,  repairs,  furniture,  insurance, 
wages  to  housekeeper,  servants, 
gatekeeper  and  watchman  - 


i,3n 


4 1 


Salaries  to  20  Elder  Brethren,  pursuant 
to  the  Act  3 Geo.  4,  c.  1 1 1 


House  expenses  for  court  and  audit 
dinners,  board  of  housekeeper  and  ser- 
vants ; together  with  the  total  expense 
of  the  procession  and  dinner  on  the 
anniversary  of  Trinity  Monday  - 


1,854  J5  10 


Salaries  and  allowances  to  the  secretary 
and  clerks  employed  in  the  transac- 
tion of  the  general  business  of  the  Cor- 
poration, and  wages,  &c.  to  messengers 


5,302 


6 6 


Salaries  to  clerk  of  the  works,  ruler  of 
pilots  at  Gravesend,  clerk  of  ships’ 
entries  (Customs)  for  daily  lists  of 
vessels  reported  with  and  without 
pilots,  mathematical  examiner,  and 
Parliamentary  remembrancer 


406 


Deduct, — 

Salary  and  allowance  to 
the  clerk  employed  in 
the  examination  of  these 
accounts;  also  charges 
for  postage,  carnage  of 
parcels,  and  incidents  - 231  15 


Excess  of  Charge  - - 


45,492  8 3 1 
6,833  15  11  % 


52,326  4 31 


Pension  to  the  widow  of  a ruler  of  pilots 
at  Gravesend  - 


Sundry  law  charges 


Incidental  charges,  not  applicable  to  any 
particular  account, — 

Postages  of  letters,  advertisements, 
stationery,  printing,  books,  maps, 
charts,  stamps,  newspapers,  coach- 
hire,  carriage  of  parcels,  &c. 


£. 
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APPENDIX  TO  REPORT  FROM  THE 


✓3^ a RETURN  of  tlie  whole  Receipt  and  Revenue  of  the  Corporation  of  Trinity-House  of  Deptford  Strosd; 

V distinguishing  the  particular  Sources  from  which  the  same  are  derived ; together  with  a particular  and  detailed  Account 
of  the  Appropriation,  for  the  Year  1840. 


First. Lighthouses,  &c.  not  transferred  or  purchased  under  the  Act  6 & 7 Will.  4,  c.  79. 


Source  from  which 
the 

Revenue  is  derived. 

Gross  Amount 

Commission 

Net  Revenue. 

Charges 

of 

Surplus. 

I 

Light  Duties. 

Collection. 

Maintenance. 

LIGHTS  : 

£.  s.  d. 

£.  s.  d. 

£.  S 

. d. 

£.  S. 

d. 

£.  s. 

d. 

Scilly : 

One  lighthouse 

3.430  12  5 

142  9 3 3 

3,288 

3 

>1 

1,183  18 

- 

2,104  5 

a 

Edystone : 

1,652  10 

One  lighthouse 

4,968  3 7 

185  3 4 4 

4,783 

- 

25 

3,130  10 

Milford : 

Two  lighthouses 
Portland : 

6,870  4 5 J 

356  - i| 

6,514 

4 

3i 

2,463  9 

7 

4,050  14 

83 

Two  lighthouses 

4,481  12  3 

156  5 11  1 

4,325 

6 

34 

872  2 

3,453  3 

92 

St.  Bees: 

One  lighthouse 

54s  3 4 

33  13  11 3 

514 

9 

45 

886  14 

7 

4,016  14 

- 

565  15 

One  lighthouse 
Caskets : 

4,748  7 10  § 

165  17 

4,582  1 

10 

4 

7 

9 

Three  light-towers  - 

4 m '!  <i 

147  6 6 

4,127 

6 

Si 

1,394  13 

3 

2,732  13 

54 

Nore: 

One  floating-light  - 
Well,  or  Dudgeon : 

3.U4  3 - 

77  8 5 j 

3,036 

14 

6 £ 

798  5 

10 

2,238  8 
3,885  4 

»j 

One  floating-light  - 
Flatholm  : 

5.113  4 10  £ 

185  14  6 l 

4,927 

10 

4:1 

1,042  6 

1 

3i 

One  lighthouse 

2,249  6 l £ 

115  6 -i 

2,134 

- 

1 5 

1,641  16 

1 

492  4 

-4 

Lizard : 

Two  lighthouses 
Needles  and  Hurst : 

4.954  19  7 

187  13  6 2- 

4,767 

6 

-j 

1,059  1 

3 

3,708  4 

94 

Three  lighthouses,  and  from  ist 

March  1840,  one  lighthouse  at  St. 

3,485  10 

899  16 

Catherine's  Point 

4.544  15  7 d 

159  8 11 j 

4,385 

6 

8 

6 

Owers : 

One  floating-light  - 

4.505  18  7 

156  19  1 l 

4,348  19 

5 1 

1 ,803  1 

11 

2,545  17 

6} 

Haisbro’ : 

Two  lighthouses  and 

N ewarp  floating- 
light  - 

4.703  9 8j£ 

163  2 7 2 

4,545 

7 

_a 

2,104  4 

l 

2,441  2 

11  l 

Goodwin  : 

One  floating-light  - 
Gull: 

5,58s  i -i 

191  7 7 ; 

5,393 

13 

5 s 

1,537  3 

2,865  12 

84 

One  floating-light  - 

- 

- 

- 

- 

99°  17 

7 J 

Sunk: 

One  floating-light  - 
Galloper; 

6,919  3 10  i 

237  - 3 5 

6,682 

3 

63 

575  8 

91 

2,576  19 

>J 

One  floating-light  - 

- 

- 

- 

- 

3,529  15 

8 J 

Flambro’ : 

One  lighthouse 
South  Stack : 

5,079  14  11 1 

193  - 3 

4,886 

14 

82 

569  l6 

2 

4,316  18 

6J 

48 

One  lighthouse 

4,448  12  5 

227  17  4 J 

4,220 

15 

-i 

592  11 

8 

3,628  3 

Fern  : 

Three  lighthouses  - 
Lowestoft : 

3,731  13  6| 

170  1 75 

3,561 

11 

11 5 

2,302  - 

9 

1,359  11 

24 

Two  lighthouses ; one  lighthouse 

fit  Pakeneld  and 
light  in  the  Stan- 

one  floating- 

ford  Channel 

4.3ii  4 3i 

167  3 3 5 

4,644 

1 

-i 

2,004  19 

- 

2,639  2 

-4 

Ayr: 

One  lighthouse  and 

buoys  in  the  River 
Dee  - 

910  8 2 

56  15  3i 

S53 

12 

10 d 

1,268  1 

8 

. 

I.undv : 

One  lighthouse 

2,050  3 75 

108  14  111 

1,941 

8 

8 

808  l8 

6 

1,132  10 

2 

372  5 sj 


8 9^ 
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Revenue  of  the  Corporation  of  Trinity-House  of  Deptford  Strand,  and  Appropriation,  for  the  Year  1 840— continued. 


Source  from 

Gross  Amount 

Commission 

1 

1 Chartres 

1 

1 

— 

— 

which  the  Revenue  ; 

is  derived. 

of 

Light  Duties. 

Collection. 

Net  Revenue. 

of 

Maintenance. 

Surplus. 

Deficient!' 

Lights — continued. 

£. 

* 

d. 

£. 

«. 

d. 

£. 

d. 

£. 

s. 

d. 

£. 

d. 

£. 

d. 

Spurn : 

One  floating-light  - 

5,182 

11 

u| 

202 

10 

nl 

4,980 

1 

5,787 

2 

11 

_ 

807 

°i 

Rideford  Bar : 

384 

Two  lighthouses  - 

5 

2* 

19 

4 

2 

365 

1 

-l 

641 

18 

9 

- 

- 

. 

276  17 

8* 

Bardsey : 

One  lighthouse 
Usk : 

2,545 

3 

9 

132 

4 

6 l 

2,412 

19 

532 

- 

9 

1,880 

18 

5*. 

One  lighthouse 

G28 

4 

8:1 

32 

7 

84 

595 

17 

- 

1,367 

7 

5 

. 

. 

771 

10 

5 

Lynn  Well : 

"One  floating-light  - 
Beachy  Head : 

1.576 

11 

2 

84 

19 

6 1 

i,49i 

11 

7 1 

1,031 

14 

•• 

459 

16 

8 $ 

One  lighthouse 
Caldy : 

2,669 

1,162 

4 

9* 

96 

11 

5 f 

2,572 

13 

34 

894 

9 

7 

1,678 

3 

8i 

One  lighthouse 
Burnham : 

17 

4 

65 

6 

10 1 

1,097 

10 

5l 

372 

7 

- 

725 

3 

64 

Two  lighthouses 

G87 

15 

- 

34 

15 

2* 

652 

19 

9 * 

1,400 

- 

5 

747 

7* 

Haisbro’  Sand,  North  End  of : 

One  floating-light  - 
South  Sand  Head : 

4,736 

4 

1 1 

165 

2 

4| 

4,571 

1 

8 2 

1,118 

10 

9 

3,452 

10 

11* 

One  floating-light  - 

2,984 

7 

1 4 

107 

1 

5k 

2,877 

5 

8 

949 

2 

2 

1,928 

3 

6 

Forelands : 

Three  lighthouses  - 
Nash: 

3,974 

3 

10 1 

149 

5 

8 

3,824 

18 

24 

1,805 

12 

4 

2,019 

5 

10  £ 

Two  lighthouses 
Falmouth  Harbour: 

2,466 

5 

io£ 

130 

8 

74 

2,335 

'7 

2 4 

1,025 

7 

4 

1,310 

9 

lOf 

One  lighthouse 

660 

5 

Hi 

34 

13 

5i 

625 

12 

64 

1,430 

11 

3 

- 

- 

804  18 

8* 

Start : 

One  lighthouse 
Swin-Middle : 

2,360 

13 

-1 

85 

14 

6 

2,274 

18 

64 

638 

14 

■ 1 

1,636 

4 

54 

One  floating-light  - 
Shipwash,  N.  E. : 

1,678 

6 

6 1 

4i 

15 

10  § 

1,636 

10 

7 ! 

1 876 

- 

8 

760 

9 

114 

One  floating-light  - 

2,287 

18 

- 

7 6 

16 

8| 

2,211 

1 

34 

9H 

4 

9 

1,296  16 

64 

St.  Nicholas  Gatt: 

One  floating-light  - 

2,405 

14 

6 1 

83 

11 

7 

2,322 

2 

11 1 

1,067 

4 

1 

i,254 

18 

10* 

Menai : 

One  lighthouse 
Bristol  Channel : 

858 

2 

G 

47 

14 

8| 

8lO 

7 

94 

336 

9 

9 

273 

18 

-4 

One  floating-light  & 

buoys,  &c.,  and 
from  25  May  1840, 
one  lighthouse  at 
the  entrance  of  the 

1 

Avon  - 
Maplin : 

1,904 

18 

9 4 

99 

18 

54 

1,805 

- 

4 

2,412 

15 

6 i 

- 

- 

607 

15 

2 

One  floating-light  - 
Mouse : 

1,637 

11 

ut- 

39 

14 

1 

1,597 

17 

10  £• 

834 

12 

9 

763 

5 

if 

One  floating-light  - 
South  Bishop : 

1,637 

11 

il* 

39 

14 

1 

1,597 

17 

10 1 

842 

13 

2 

755 

4 

8* 

One  lighthouse 

490 

12 

11* 

25 

1 

9 3 

465 

ii 

2 

456 

19 

5 

8 

11 

9 

From  1 January  1? 
Leman  and  Ower : 

40: 

One  floating-light  - 

2,522 

18 

96 

16 

74 

2,426 

1 

6 | 

1,502 

9 

_ 

923 

12 

6| 

From  i September 
Kentish  Knock : 

1840: 

One  floating-light  - 

1 454 

4 

7i 

23 

13 

si- 

430 

10 

11 

309 

1 

2 

121 

9 

9 

Commutation  of  Du-] 

139,945  10 

7* 

5,499 

15 

if 

134,445 

15 

~6? 

I 63,880  1 2 

_ 

75,367 

2 

1 

ties  on  Fish  Ves-  l 
sels  _J 

75  10 

6 

l 

12 

5 

73 

18 

- 

73 

18 

l 

£. 

140,021  1 

1* 

5,501 

7 

~6j 

134,519 

13 

74 

63,880 

12- 

75,441 

~ 

2 

4,801 

18 

6| 

O.nfi. 

Carried  forward  - 

- £. 

134,519 

' 13 

7i| 

63,880 

12 

- 

( continued ) 
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APPENDIX  TO  REPORT  FROM  THE 


Revenue  of  the  Corporation  of  Trinity-House  of  Deptford  Strond,  and  Appropriation,  for  the  Year  1 840— continued. 

Net  Revenue.  I Charges.  Surplus.  Deficiency. 


£.  i.  d.  £ s.  d. 

Brought  forward  - - - 134>519  13  74  63,880  12  - 
Rents  of  lights  on  lease  -----  - 6-- 

Commission  on  duties  received  in  the  Port  of  London 
for  lights  in  Scotland  and  Ireland  ...  lgi  19  - 


£■  s.  d.  £. 


ON  THIS  ACCOUNT  NOT  CHARGEABLE  UNDER 
ANY  OF  THE  FOREGOING  HEADS. 


Salaries  and  allowances  to  the  clerks  employed  in  the 
examination  and  entry  of  the  accounts  of  the  collec- 
tion of  English  light  duties  at  the  several  ports  of 
the  United  Kingdom  ------ 


Salary  to  the  scientific  adviser  in  light  experiments  - 

Paid  to  the  office  of  the  Customs’  Fund,  for  printed 
bills  of  entry,  and  also  for  manuscript  lists  of  ships 
entering  the  Port  of  London,  furnished  daily  - 

Paid  for  1,000  new  tins  for  the  conveyance  of  oil  to 
the  several  light  establishments  - 

Charges  in  relation  to  experiments  for  the  improve- 
ment of  lights  and  models  of  machinery;  including 
1,000/.  paid  to  Mr.  Goldsworthy  Gurney,  in  con- 
sideration of  his  endeavours  to  improve  the  illumi- 
nation of  lighthouses  ------ 


Advances  and  payments  made  on  account  of  works 
connected  with  the  establishment  of  the  under-men- 
tioned lights,  &c. : — 

Lighthouse  in  Menai  Straits,  the  light  first  exhi-  ' 
bited  28  June  1838  - 

Floating-light,  buoys,  &c.  in  the  Bristol  Channel, 
the  light  first  exhibited  18  July  1838 

Lighthouse  on  the  South  Bishop’s  Rock,  the 
light  first  exhibited  14  February  1839  - 

Lighthouse  at  St.  Catherine’s  Point,  the  light 
first  exhibited  1 March  184.0  _ 

Lighthouse  at  the  entrance  of  the  Avon,  the  light 
first  exhibited  25  May  1840  - - 

Floating-light  at  the  Kentish  Knock,  light  first 
exhibited  1 September  1840  - 

Lighthouse  on  the  Maplin  Sand 

Lighthouse  on  Coquet  Island  .... 

Floating-light  at  the  Seven  Stones  Rocks  - 

Substitute  floating-light  vessel,  on  occasions  of 
repairs  or  casualties  - 

Charges  for  the  lighthouse  at  Gibraltar  - 
Charges  for  committees  on  inspection  of  various  lights 
Superannuation  allowance  to  the  late  collector  of  light 
duties  coastwise  in  the  Port  of  London  - 

Incidental  Charges  on  this  Account : — Postages  of  let- 
ters and  carriage  of  parcels  to  and  from  the  collec- 
tors and  agents  at  the  out-ports,  advertisements, 
stationery,  books,  printing,  stamps,  charts,  petty 
disbursements,  law  charges  for  all  the  collectors  at 
the  out  ports,  the  offices  in  London,  and  the  general  1 
seivice  of  this  department 


1.34,717  is  7i  102,655 
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Revenue  of  the  Corporation  of  Trinity  House  of  Deptford  Stroud,  and  Appropriation,  for  the  Year  184.0 —continued. 


r-ties  collected  to  the 
Office  of  Buoyage 
and  Beaconage. 

for  buoys  and  bea- 
cons  in  the  channels 
leading  to  die  River 
Thames  and  Port  of 
London,  including 
loadsmanage  and 
primage ; also  in- 
cluding the  dues 
formerly  returned 
under  the  head  of 
‘■Trinity-house  Du- 
ties from  Strangers’ 
Ships”  - 

For  buoys  of  Yar- 
mouth - 

For  buoys  and  beacons 
in  the  River  Tees  - 
For  F.xeter  buoys 
For  Carmarthen  buoys 
For  Conway  buoys  - 
For  Aberdovey  buoys 
For  Woodbridge  bea- 
cons, dec. 

£. 


Gross  Amount 
of 

Duties. 

Commission 

Collection. 

Net.  Revenue. 

Charges. 

Surplus. 

£.  s.  d. 

£.  s.  d. 

£.  s.  d. 

£.  s.  d. 

£.  <.  d. 

10,572  4 8 

243  15  2| 

10,328  954 

7,210.  2 8 

3,118  6 9.4 

2,403  7 5 1 

83  9 7i 

2,3'9  17  9? 

1,317  12  4 

1,002  5 5| 

704  15  10 

31  11  8 $ 

673  + 1J 

206  15  10 

194  9 11 h 

9i  5 9* 

I84  14  2 4 

311  6 3 

85  10  7 

5 15  11  h 

79  14  7 4 

108  5 u 

... 

42  18  2 | 

1 17  io| 

40  - 3 4 

50  19  9 

- 

30  19  11 

4 9 5 

26  10  6 

14  17  8 

11  12  10 

37  7 - 

1 17  4i 

35  9 7| 

10  - - 

25  9 7l 

14,071  13  7 4 

383  13  ~ 

13,688  - 74 

9,230  - 5 

4,624  3 - 

Deficiency. 


J2fi  12  - J 
28  11  sl 
10  19  5 i 


l66  2 


9l 


Surplus  of  Buoyage  and  Beaconage  - - ■ 
Ditto  - Light  Account . 

Deduct,— Repairs,  insurance,  wages  and  victualling  to  engineers  and  firemen,  coals  and  £ 

stores  for  the  “ Vestal  ” and  “ Beacon  " steam-yachts,  their  services  being 
applicable  to  each  of  the  lighthouses,  buoys,  beacons,  &c.,  but  which  cannot 
be  apportioned  to  the  respective  establishments  -----  5,276  5 1 1 

Salaries  and  allowances  to  the  superintendent,  storekeeper  and  wharfinger  at 
BlackwaU,  and  rates,  taxes,  repairs,  &c.  on  the  establishment  at  that  place, 
including  1,635k  15s.  9 d.  for  the  new  wharf  wall,  new  entrance  gates,  &c.  - 2,778  g 11 


4,458  - 2 1 
32,062  11  4 j 


36,520  11  7 


8,054  15  10 


Surplus  (carried  forward,  p.  383) 


- 28,465  15  9 


CHARGES  IN  RELATION  TO  ALMS-PERSONS,  PENSIONERS,  &c. 


,0  A,ms-pe°p|i=  “*  DeP‘- 

P-ionV 2 months,  and  bounty  month,  allow- 
ces  tor  nurses,  funeral  expenses,  medicine, 
coals  and  clothes 


above  /°ri2rePairs  0(1  the  houses  occupied  by  the 

^itip™niSa^r'es  an<i  disbursements,  trades- 
-i  ? . ls>  insurance,  water-rate,  salaries  to 
men  amS’  ant*  vvaSes  to  gardeners  and  watch- 


and  ebiujD^rm  aR^  disabled  seamen,  their  wives 
seamen  6Q’  ^ t0  tIie  "ddows  and  orphans  of 


sereml'nn^0^  t0r  distributing  the  same  at  the 
out-ports  where  they  reside  ... 


Carried  forward  - - - £. 


Gross  Revenue. 


3 B 3 
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1,506  19  4 


24,730  16 
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Revenue  of  tlie  Corporation  of  Trinity- House  of  Deptford  Strond,  and  Appropriation,  for  the  Year  1840— continued. 

Charga. 


Charges  in  relation  to  Alms-persons,  &c. — continued. 


Broueht  forward 


Occasional  relief  granted  to  disabled  mariners,  their 
widows  and  children,  under  special  cases,  or  under 
circumstances  of  urgent  distress  - 


Gross  Revenue. 


Charges  thereon. 


£-  «•  d. 

33,644  n 7 


Bread  distributed  annually  at  Limebouse  on  Good 
Friday,  pursuant  to  the  will  of  Mrs.  Elisabeth 
Colbert  -------- 

Paid  to  the  poor  of  the  hamlet  0?  Limebouse,  pur- 
suant to  the  will  of  Mr.  William  Gesre 

Paid  to  the  poor  of  the  hamlet  of  Ratcliff,  pursuant 
to  the  will  of  Captain  John  Vassal  - 

Paid  to  the  poor  of  the  hamlet  of  Stepney,  pursues 
to  the  will  of  Captain  Timothy  Mangles 

Subscriptions  to  various  public  charities  - 

Incidental  charges : — Stationery,  books,  printing,  law 
charges,  and  coals  for  the  offices  where  the  pen- 
sioners resident  in  London  are  paid  - 


7 H 0 
1,116  11  - 


117  12 11 


Revenues  of  Estates  and  other  Property,  expressly 
and  solely  applicable  to  the  relief  of  poor  disabled 
mariners,  their  wives,  widows,  and  children : — 


Newington  estate  - 
Lincolnshire  estate  - 

Essex  estate  ------ 

Dagger  House,  at  Limehouse  - 
Mrs.  Elizabeth  Colbert’s  gift,  interest  on  - 
Capt.  John  Vassr:'3  - ditto,  ditto 
Mrs.  Ann  Elder’s  - - legacy,  ditto 
Mrs.  Mary  Grieg’s  - ditto,  ditto 
Mr.  George  Wilton’s  - ditto,  ditto 
Capt.  Timothy  Mangles’  ditto,  ditto 
Mr.  Samuel  Hunter’s  - ditto,  ditto 
Capt.  Mortimer’s  &StC3vens’ ditto,  ditto 

s usual,  on  his 


Benefaction  of  an  Elder  Brother,  a 
election  - 


Duties  of  ballastage  held  under  grants  from  the 
Crown,  36th  Queen  Elizabeth  and  17th  Charles  II.; 
also  under  Act  6th  George  II.,  continued  by  subse- 
quent Acts  - 


2,828  3 4 
317  3 8 
Co  - - 


101  8 3 


2,597  6 4 
295  3 4 


31,622  6 <).}] 


3 5» 

3 10  - 
8 16  4 
512  1 10 
108  5 4 
7 54  6 
7 17  4 
16  - - 


67  10  ^ 


1,969  3 5 


5,GiG  14  1 


Deduct  Revenue  - - - 
Deficiency  (carried  forward,  p.  383)  - - £• 


41  8 3 


35,3*5  lfi  1 
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Revenue  of  the  Corporation  of  Trinity-House  of  Deptford  Strond,  and  Appropriation,  for  the  Year  1 840— continued. 


NET  REVENUE  AND  EXPENDITURE. 


Net  Revenue,  One  Year,  to  31  December  1840. 


Surplus  on  the  account  of 
light  and  buoyage  duties  - 

Rents  of  estates  not  solely 
applicable  to  charitable 
purposes  - 975 

Deduct, — 

Taxes,  repairs,  and  charges  131 


Dividends  of  stock  in  the 
Public  Funds,  and  interest 
charged  at  the  rate  paid 
on  the  capital  sold  in  aid 
of  the  purchase  of  light- 
houses ....... 

Discount  allowed  on  prompt 
payment  of  various  ac- 
counts ------ 

Commissions  charged  on  the 
examination  of  claims  on 
the  Consolidated  Fund, 
under  various  Orders  in 
Council  -.-  - 3yy  8 5 

Deduct, — 

Salary  and  allowance  to 
the  clerk  employed  in 
the  examination  of  these 
accounts;  also  charges 
for  postage,  carriage  of 
parcels,  and  incidents  - 205  13  - 


Excess  of  Charge 


£.  s.  d. 
28,485  15  9 


843  19  10 


562  13  6 


671  15  5 


1,015  9 8 


81,991  4 4 


Expenditure,  One  Year,  to  31  December  1840. 


Deficiency  on  the  account  of  pensions  - 

Charges  of  the  house  and  offices  on 
Tower-hill;  viz. — 

Taxes,  repairs,  furniture,  insurance, 
wages  to  housekeeper,  servants, 
gatekeeper,  and  watchman  - 

Salaries  to  twenty  Elder  Brethren,  pur- 
suant to  the  Act  3 Geo.  4,  c.  in 

House  expenses  for  court  and  audit 
dinners,  board  of  housekeeper  and  ser- 
vants, together  with  the  total  expense 
of  the  procession  and  dinner  on  the 
anniversary  of  Trinity  Monday  - 

Salaries  and  allowances  to  the  secretary 
and  clerks  employed  in  the  transaction 
of  the  general  business  of  the  Corpora- 
tion, and  wages,  &c.  to  messengers 

Salaries  to  clerk  of  the  works,  ruler  of 
pilots  at  Gravesend,  clerk  of  ships’ 
entries  (Customs),  for  daily  lists  of 
vosscls  reported  with  and  without 
pilots,  mathematical  examiner  and 
Parliamentary  remembrancer 


Pension  to  widow  of  i 
Gravesend 

Sundry  law  charges 


ruler  of  pilots  at 


Building  and  fitting  a steam  - vessel 
(Argus)  for  the  light  and  buoyage 
service,  with  sails,  stores,  and  furni- 
ture, and  including  steam  machinery 
and  appurtenances  - 

Incidental  charges  not  applicable  to  any 
particular  account, — 

Postages  of  letters,  advertisements, 
stationery,  printing,  books,  maps, 
charts,  stamps,  newspapers,  coach- 
hire,  carriage  of  parcels,  &c. 


£•  s.  d. 

29,709  2 6 


179  13  8 


I4,08t  13  2 


1,126  10  8 


61 ,99 1 4 4 


0.36. 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


Revenue  of  the  Corporation  of  Trinity-House  of  Deptford  Strond,  and  Appropriation,  for  the  Year  184 o-continued. 


ried  to  next  Account 


386 


appendix  to  report  from  the 


Appendix,  No.  5 (B). 


A RETURN  of  the  Amount  of  Light  Dot.es  collected  at  each  Port  and  Creek  in  England  and  Wales  during  the  Year  1843,  distinguishing  a* 
AmTuL  coll^ed  for  tte  English,  Scotch,  and  Irish  Boards  respectively ; also  the  Amount  of  Per-Centaoe  thereon  pan!  to,  or  retted  b,  .he 
Collector  at  each  Port  or  Creek. 


AMOUNT  COLLECTED. 

AMO 

UNT  OF  PER-CENTAGE. 

PORTS  AND  CREEKS. 

English. 

Scotch. 

Irish. 

Total. 

English. 

Scotch. 

Irish. 

Total. 

£.  s.  d. 

£.  s.  d. 

£.  s.  d. 

£.  s.  d. 

£.  s.  d. 

£.  s.  i 

Aberdovey  ... 

16  2 3 

16  2 3 

3 3 0 

AberysUvith  - 
Aberdovey 
Llan-sainfraed 

112  14  3 
53  9 2 
14  7 10 

- 18  8 
3 7 6 

31  17  8 
20  3 6 

- 17  5 

145  10  7 
77-2 
15  5 3 

7 0 10 
2 13  6 
- 14  5 

- 2 8 
- 3 5 

2 2 5 
1-2 
- 11 

9 11  11 
3 17  1 
- 15  4 

Aldbro’  - 

Orford  - 

71  14  3 
36  4 10 

71  14  3 
3G  4 10 

4 9 6 
1 16  3 

: - 

III 

4 9 6 
1 16  3 

Arundel  - - - - 

Little  Hampton  - 

73  15  7 
354  10  10 

- 15  8 

- 3 5 

4 13  9 
- 9 8 

79  5 - 
355  3 11 

12  11  3 
17  14  C 

- - 10 

- - 2 

- 4 11 

- - 6 

12  17  - 
17  15  2 

Barnstaple  - 

309  12  8 
61  11  2 

- 12  C 

9 4- 
2 8 9 

319  9 2 
03  19  11 

17-7 
- - 10 

- - 8 

- 10  5 

- 2 5 

17  11  8 
3 4 - 

Lynmouth 

- 16  1 

- 

* 

10  1 

10 

Beaumaris  - 

Pwllhely  - 

274  14  9 
110  11  3 

20  16  10 
7 7 9 

72  9 1 
32  11  - 
18  10  4 

36S  - S 
150  10  - 
60  10  3 

32  1 6 

5 10  7 
2 13 

2 1 1 

- 1 - 

8 19  7 
1 12  6 
- 18  6 

43  2 2 
7 10  6 
3-9 

16  18  3 

67  17  3 

— 16  11 

63  12  10 

282  11  11 

Conway  ... 

55  10  11 
179  12  11 

- 3 8 
5 10  3 

- 18  5 
55  2 7 

56  13  - 

240  5 9 

8 19  S 

-50 

2 15  2 

12  - 4 

- 8 - 

- 12  S 

— — 8 

Holyhead  - 

60  19  10 

23  1 6 

25  18  1 

109  19  5 

75-2 

8 7 10 

112  14  3 

23  1 8 

4 12  4 

- 9 7 

28  3 7 

22  12  7 

18  6 

92  10  - 

Alemouth  - 

19C  13  7 

12  8 8 

12  7 

210  4 10 

10  10 

Bideford  - 

423  13  - 

7 5 5 

31  13  - 

462  11  5 

21  3 8 

- 7 3 

1 11  S 

23  2 7 

214  3 G 

7 2 2 

2 8 2 

223  13  10 

16  2 - 

- 7 2 

- 2 4 

10  11 

62  15  4 

62  15  4 

" 

29  1 6 

29  1 6 

Spalding  - 

124  2 10 

124  2 10 

" 

_ 

o 4 

■pti'idgOTOafor  _ 

1,029  1 2 

6 12  6 

64  C 7 

1,103  - 3 

53  1 8 

- 6 7 

3 6 4 

56  14 

34  12  - 

2 18  5 

37  10  5 

Minehead  - 

31-3 

- - - 

1 S 1 

32  3 4 

1 11  - 

- 

- 1 2 

1 1. 

Bridlington 

47  8 9 

- 9 It 

47  18  8 

2 7 5 

- ' 

- - 6 

2 7 1 

Bridpovt  ... 

3C6  11  5 

- G 2 

2 19  9 

369  17  4 

18  6 7 

- - 3 

- 2 11 

18  9 

Bristol  - 

4,283  15  1 

99  12  7 

621  5 9 

5,004  13  5 

214  17  5 

4 19  7 

31  I 3 

250  18 

Uphill 

19  19  10 

- - 6 

20-4 

1 - - 

1 

2,332  16  7 

115  1 8 

252  15  - 

2,700  13  3 

116  18  4 

5 15  1 

12  12  9 

135  0 
- 10 

Aberthaw  - 

10  13  - 

10  13  - 

- 10  8 

_ 

Cardigan  - 

Aberayon  - 

151  18  11 

5 10  1 

22  14  2 

180  3 2 

8 10  5 

-56 

14  2 

10  - 

37  4 8 

3 - - 

40  4 8 

1 17  3 

2 

28  4 1 

34  14  - 

101  9 - 

1 8 3 

5 13  11 

1 16  11 

8 19 

Fisher’s  Cross  - - 

- - " 

150  18  7 

4 10  8 

155  9 3 

7 10  11 

4 15 

Chepstow 

26-2 

- 13  4 

3 10  3 

30  3 9 

1 4 11 

- - 8 

- 3 6 

1 9 

Chester  ... 

271  6 7 

8 19  4 

83  11  4 

363  17  3 

22  4 4 

- 1C  2 

5 18  2 

28  18 
5 10  1 

Rhyddlan  - 

109  13  £ 

- 

16- 

110  19  8 

5 9 8 

- 

— 1 3 

Wepre 

25  5 11 

6 i ; 

7 10  - 

38  17  2 

15  3 

- 6 - 

1 14 

Mostyn 

28  8 6 

2 7 < 

3 13  - 

34  9 3 

18  5 

- 2 5 

Flint 

161  19 

6 13  3 

56  19  - 

225  11  3 

8 2- 

- 6 8 

a 

Chichester 

250  18 

7 19  5 

4 11  - 

263  9 - 

17  1 9 

- 8 2 

- 4 11 

17  14 
9 2 

Emsworth  - 

181  9 10 

- 8 

- 18  6 

182  17  1 

9 4 6 

- - 5 

Clay  ... 

92  1C  1C 

2 3 4 

95-2 

5 11  9 

_ 

- 2 l 

5 13 
2 2 

Cromer 

42  16  11 

42  10  11 

2 2 10 

- 

Colchester 

815  1C 

- 14 

7 15  3 

824  5 10 

40  17  11 

- - 

_ 7 10 

41  0 

Brightlingsea 

4 3 

- - 

4 3 4 

- 4 

- 

Cowes  ... 

1,679  9 

1,679  9 

8G  3 

SG  3 

Newport  - 

88  3 

- 1 

88  4 

4 8 2 

- 

35  12 
14  7 
9 1G 

Dartmouth 

408  17  1 

2 1 

16  16 

427  15 

34  9 

- 2 

1 - 

Torquay  - 
Salcombe  - 

280  19 

1 5 

5 7 

287  12 

14  1 

- 1 

194  14 

1 7 li 

196  2 

9 14 

Brixham  - 

82  14 

- 13  If 

S3  8 

4 2 

- 
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— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

PORTS  AND  CREEKS. 

AMOUNT 

.’  COLLECTED. 

AMOUNT  OF  PER-CENT  AG 

English. 

Scotch. 

Irish. 

Total. 

English. 

Scotch.  1 

Irish. 

Tot 

AL. 

£• 

s. 

d. 

£•  s- 

el. 

£.  s. 

d. 

£.  s. 

d. 

£•  s. 

d. 

£. 

d. 

£. 

a. 

£• 

S. 

d. 

Deal 

148 

2 

~ 

' 

- 

’ 

148  2 

- 

28  19 

4 

28 

19 

4 

D m 

687 

8 

11 

- 0 

- 

- 19 

4 

6S8  14 

3 

48  15 

_ 

11 

_ 

1 

5 

48  17 

4 

Folkstone  - 

075 

2 

1 0 

0 

1 1 

577  7 

8 

28  16 

- 

- 

1 

4 

- 

1 

- 

28  17 

4 

FTotep  .... 

1,618 

8 

11 

6 2 

7 

26  18 

4 

J,650  9 

10 

89  4 

4 

_ 

6 

2 

x 

6 

2 

90  16 

8 

17 

14 

- 

17  14 

5 

- 17 

9 

17 

9 

4 

- 14 

4 

- - 

9 

9 

Teignmouth 

8 

" 

314  8 

2 

15  13 

8 

- 

“ 

_ 

9 

16 

14 

S 

910 

13 

4 

- 8 

4 

4 14 

3 

915  15 

11 

49  10 

8 

_ 

G 

3 

49  17 

9 

Penryn  - 

211 

18 

3 

- 11 

4 

4 5 

9 

210  15 

4 

10  11 

11  ! 

- 

- 

7 

- 

4 

3 

10 

16 

9 

357 

5 

4 

. 

357  5 

4 

28  10 

3 

_ 

_ 

11 

28  11 

2 

4 

- 

35  4 

11 

1 15 

3 

- 

3 

100  2 

1 

5 - 

1 

Wliitstable 

290 

13 

6 

' " 

1 16 

10 

292  10 

4 

14  10 

8 

- 

1 

10 

14  12 

0 

11 

17 

9 

147  4 

4 

76  16 

3 

235  IS 

4 

5 5 

8 

7 

18 

10 

7 

2 

_ 

20 

6 

6 

no 

12 

2 

18  9 

9 

80  18 

3 

210  - 

2 

5 10 

7 

4 

u 

10  10 

Lytham  - 

76 

8 

11 

4 10 

9 

49  1 

9 

130  1 

5 

3 16 

5 

- 

6 

2 

9 

1 

c 10 

- 

Fowey  - 

273 

19 

4 

- 9 

8 

2 5 

7 

276  14 

7 

20  10 

6 

1 

_ 

4 

7 

20  16 

2 

79 

10 

1 

- 13 

2 

2 17 

4 

83  - 

7 

3 19 

6 

2 

10 

4 

3 

100 

10 

8 

- 9 

2 2 

11 

103  2 

7 

5 - 

C 

_ 

6 

2 

2 

5 

3 

1 

Looe  ... 

92 

19 

G 

92  19 

6 

4 13 

- 

- 

4 

13 

156 

3 

_ 

3 9 

4 

- 4 

5 

159  10 

9 

8 11 

_ 

5 

1 

_ 

_ 

3 

8 16 

4 

Keadby  - - - 

29 

14 

- 

3 1 

11 

32  15 

11 

1 9 

8 

- 

3 

1 

1,328 

5 

1 

82  16 

4 

153  1 

1 

1,564  2 

6 

68  9 

4 

3 

7 

18 

10 

80  11 

2 

T.ydney  - 
Beachley  - 

12 

8 

9 

- 10 

1 2 

11 

14  1 

8 

- 12 

5 

1 

1 

14 

69 

12 

. 6 

' 

10  12 

U 

80  5 

5 

3 9 

7 

- 

“ 

10 

7 

4 

2 

1,118 

18 

2 

30  16 

3 

4 5 

3 

1,153  19 

8 

GO  5 

7 

1 

_ 

4 

11 

62 

2 

4 

Selby  ... 

172 

15 

2 

2 1 

7 

1 8 

9 

176  5 

0 

8 12 

9 

- 

2 

1 

- 

1 

5 

8 

Grimsby  .... 

105 

11 

10 

2 7 

C 

- 18 

1 

108  17 

5 

6 5 

6 

- 

2 

5 

- 

- 

11 

5 

s 

10 

Gweek  .... 

143 

C 

3 

- 

143  C 

3 

7 3 

3 

7 

3 

3 

Harwich  .... 

305 

3 

n 

5 15 

11 

. 

370  19 

4 

27  9 

11 

9 

_ 

. 

10 

27  16 

6 

Thorpe  - 
Mistley  ... 

39 

16 

4 

39  16 

■1 

1 19 

10 

830 

1 

6 

1 12 

11 

331  14 

■> 

16  10 

1 

- 

- 

1 

8 

16  11 

9 

HuU  - - - - 

8,472 

19 

10 

1,068  4 

6 

19  7 

G 

9,560  11 

10 

423  12 

11 

53 

8 

2 

- 

19 

3 

478 

- 

4 

Ipswich  .... 

1,002 

13 

10 

I 1 

11 

9 15 

- 

1,013  10 

9 

50  2 

8 

- 

X 

1 

- 

9 

7 

50 

13 

4 

Lancaster  ... 

73 

7 

70  7 

11 

85  7 

4 

235  2 

7 

5 7 

2 

4 

16 

o 

5 

12 

6 

15 

15 

10 

Barrow  ... 

- 0 

7 

3 1 

10 

12  8 

10 

- 9 

3 

1 

Ulverstone 

10  17 

15  16 

8 

47  19 

7 

1 1 

15 

10 

2 

7 

11 

Glasson  Dock  - 

23  3 

6 

35  5 

8 

94  12 

6 

1 10 

2 

1 

15 

3 

4 11 

7 

Ireleth  ... 

1 

3 

2 

5 3 

6 

- 

6 6 

8 

- 1 

2 

“ 

0 

Leigh  .... 

219 

6 

1 ; 

- - 

- 

219  6 

1 

10  19 

3 

- 

10 

19 

3 

Liverpool  .... 
Runcorn  ... 

34,938 

0,612  3 

1 

31,070  9 

1 

72,620  18 

4 

1,307  12 

11  ! 

335 

I 

2 

1,560 

11 

4 

3,203 

5 

5 

467 

14 

5 

178  5 

3 

281  17 

1 ; 

927  16 

9 

23  7 

9 

8 

18 

3 

1 

10 

Llanelly  .... 

2 19 

a 

28  7 

5 ! 

613  8 

11 

33  8 

5 

,, 

1 

1 

12 

9 

35 

7 

3 

Carmarthen 

6 8 

8 16 

to 

152  ’ 

0 16 

10 

6 

5 

8 

10 

Laugharne 

20  > 

1 - 

3 

1 

Lotighor  - 
Pembrey  ... 

17 

11 

15 

8 

■ 

15  - 

8 

- 15 

- 

" 

15 

London  .... 

101,791 

12 

1 

2,462  14 

9 

1,572  19 

1 

105,827  6 

2 

2,045  17 

_ 

123 

2 

9 

78  12 

11 

2,247 

12 

8 

Lyme  .... 

122  19 

0 

. 

- 

122  19 

9 ' 

0 - 

11 

6 

- 

11 

Lynn  ..... 

5 ! 

21  1 

1 

2,561  19 

7 

.47  17 

% 

2 

2 

5 

1 

4 

4 

151 

3 

11 

Heachani  - 

3 9 

7 

7 

Wisbeach  ... 

847 

7 

- 16 

9 

5 19 

6 

853  16 

10 

42  7 

~ 

- 

- 

10 

5 

11 

42 

13 

Maldon  .... 

24  - 

9 

40  8 

10 

3 

11 

_ 

5 

7 

41 

18 

4 

Burnham  ... 

4 10 

1 

Bradwell  ... 

14 

C 

2 

- 

14  C 

2 

- 14 

4 

- 

14 

Maiyport*  ... 

32 

5 

6 

12  14 

- 

4 2 

- 

49  1 

6 

1 12 

3 

- 

12 

8 

- 

4 

1 

2 

9 

- 

Milford  .... 

31  10 

2 

16 

4 

8 13 

7 

41 

- 

1 

Haverfordwest  - 

2 13 

33  C 

_ 

1 8 

9 

_ 

] 

10 

- 

2 

8 

Penbroke  Dock  - 

10  19 

4 

11 

4 

11  3 
179  9 

3 

- 10 
5 16 

11 

10 

1 

4 

1 

1 

18 

6 

8 

19 

6 

Tenby  ... 
Littlehaven  and  Moultor 

7 

229  18 

7 

11  8 

10 

- 

1 1 

9 

7 

- 3 

1 

1 12 

8 

- 1 

c 

- 

a 

Newcastle 

17,037  3 

1 

818  - 

_ 

102 

13 

9 

5 

14 

4 

926 

8 

1 

Shields  - 

840  2 

_ 

22  19 

4 

15 

4 

10 

15 

— 

Amble  . 

852 

78 

1 

G 

3 

1 

10  9 

1 12 

3 

864  2 
78  6 

6 

1 

42  12 
3 18 

1 

4 

10 

3 

18 

4 

* For  remainder  of  collection  at  this  place,  vide  Creeks  of  Whitehaven.  ( continued ) 
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AMOUNT  COLLECTED. 

AMOUNT  OF  PER-CENTAGE. 

English. 

Scotch. 

Irish.  j 

Total 

English. 

Scotch. 

Irish. 

Total. 

Newhaven  - 

£.  s.  d. 
525  - 9 

£.  s.  d. 
1 1 10 

f.  s.  d. 
12  1 2 

€.  . d. 

538  3 9 

£.  s.  d. 
26  a 1 

£.  s.  (I. 

- 1 1 

£.  s.  d. 
- 12  - 

£.  s.  d. 
20  18  2 

"Newport  - 

2,741  - 7 

17  12  10 

205  16  10 

2,964  10  3 

137  11  3 

- 17  7 

10  5 10 

14S  14  8 

Padstow  - 
Port  Isaac 
New  Quay 
Bude  - 

Boscastle  - 

109  15  2 
22  15  2 
51  5 8 

65  3 8 
39  5 3 

- 14  7 

22  10  10 

193  - 7 
22  15  2 
.51  5 8 

65  3 8 
39  5 3 

13-9 

1 2 9 

2 11  3 

1 19  3 

- - 9 

1 2 G 

11  4 - 

1 2 9 

2 11  3 

3 5 2 
1 19  3 

Penzance  - 

531  1 7 

4 6- 

11  6 4 

546  13  11 

20  10  11 

- 4 4 

- 11  3 

27  G 6 

Plymouth  - 

Devonport  - 
Calstock  - 

1,902  15  9 

575  13  0 
213  19  3 

27  11  3 
6 2 8 
- 6 6 

76  5 - 
18  16  10 
3 5 8 

2,006  12  - 
600  13  - 
217  11  5 

114  18  3 
28  15  S 
10  13  11 

1 10  9 
- - 4 

4 7 3 
- 18  10 
- 3 3 

120  10  3 
30  - T 
10  17  G 

Poole  - 

Swanage  - 

757  13  1 
17  l 10 

- 10  10 

10  8 7 

768  12  G 
17  1 10 

38  5 11 
- 17  1 

- - C 

- 10  5 

38  10  10 
- 17  1 

Portsmouth  - 
Fareham  - 

1,799  13  6 
J48  19  7 

3*  7 1 

37  8 10 
1 10  2 

1,840  9 5 
150  9 9 

93  14  1 
7 8 11 

- 3 4 

1 18  2 

- 1 6 

95  15  7 
7 10  5 

Ft  am  sg  ate  - 

Sandwich  - 
Margate  - - - 

390  8 6 

155  10  8 
ICO  7 7 

- 11  0 

- 13  - 

- 14  2 

- 16  9 

301  13  - 
156  4 10 
101  4 4 

27  9 11 
7 15  6 
8-4 

- - 6 

- 1 4 

- - 8 
- - 10 

27  11  9 

7 10  2 

8 1 2 

Rochester  ... 

Sheerness  - 
Moidstone 

2,392  2 7 
163  13  3 
62  15  6 

3 4 2 
2 12  10 

6 15  1 

2,-102  1 10 
186  G 1 
62  15  6 

125  15  5 
9 3 8 
3 2 9 

- 4 5 

- 2 8 

- 0 9 

126  G 7 
9 0 4 
3 2 9 

Bye  - 

Hastings  - 
Eastbourne 

428  18  8 
276  5 2 
99  11  2 

2 19  4 

8 16  1 

- 11  - 

440  14  1 
276  10  2 
99  11  2 

30  17  C 
13  16  3 
4 19  7 

- 2 11 

- 9 1 

- - 6 

31  9 6 
13  16  9 
4 19  7 

Soarbro’  - - - - 

132  12  3 

25  2 - 

. . . 

157  14  3 

6 12  7 

15  1 

7 17  8 

Scilly  .... 

52  11  11 

1-8 

53  12  7 

2 12  7 

- 1 - 

2 13  7 

Shoreham  ... 

Brighton  ... 

1,503  2 7 
75  10  8 

2 18  11 

10  18  - 

1,516  19  6 
75  10  8 

77  - 11 
3 15  6 

- 2 11 

- 10  10 

77  14  S 
3 15  G 

Southampton  - - - 

Lymington 
Christchurch 

5,373  18  5 
124  6 7 
17  7 7 

17  14  9 

34  10  8 
- 10  1 

5,426  3 10 
125  2 8 
17  7 7 

272  4 8 
G 4 4 
- 17  4 

- 17  9 

1 14  10 
- - 9 

274  17  3 
G 5 1 
- 17  4 

Southwold  ... 

143  8 4 

- 16  9 

1 3 - 

145  8 1 

7 3 4 

- - 10 

- 1 2 

7 5 4 

St,  Ives  - - - - 

Portreath  and  St.  Agnes 
Hayle  ... 

127  6 11 
120  1 2 
413  8 3 

7 18  10 

12  2 6 
2 15  7 
14  3 7 

139  9 5 
122  10  9 
435  10  8 

19  14  - 
6-1 

20  13  5 

- 3 11 

- 7 11 

1-7 

- 2 9 

- 14  2 

20  18  6 
6 2 10 
21  15  6 

Stockton  - 

Middlesbro’ 

Seaham  ... 
Hartlepool 

946  7 9 
51-4 
662  12  9 
883  8 2 

226  15  2 
10  2 5 
72  3 4 
194  9 3 

9 14  6 
- 12  10 

2 4 1 

1,082  17  5 
04  15  7 
730  10  1 
1,089  1 0 

81  6 IX 
2 11  - 
33  2 8 
44  3 5 

17  9 5 
- 10  1 
3 12  2 
9 14  5 

- 11  2 
- 2 3 

99  7 6 
3 1 8 
36  14  10 
54  - 1 

Sunderland  ... 

4,548  11  4 

616  18  10 

4 9 4 

5,164  19  6 

227  8 0 

30  10  11 

- 4 6 

258  9 11 

Swansea  - - - - 

Port  Talbot 

Neath  ... 

Porthcawl 

Oxwich  and  Porteynon 

2,937  1 10 
425  9 7 
282  2 4 
42  2 9 
2 16  9 

17  3 - 
1 16  10 
1 19  8 
- 19  4 

149  19  - 
24  17  8 
12  10  10 
7 10  - 

3,10  3 10 

452  4 1 
29°  12  10 
5 0 12  1 
2 16  9 

165  13  8 

21  5 C 
14  2 1 
2 2 1 
- 2 10 

- 19  5 

- 1 10 
- 1 11 
- - 11 

8 12  4 
1 4 10 
- 12  0 
- 7 6 

175  5 5 
22  12  2 
14  10  G 
2 10  6 
- 2 10 

Truro  - 

Point  - 

469  2 7 
338  7 7 

17  1 

2 8 11 
- 19  4 

471  11  0 
340  14  - 

31  18  9 
16  18  4 

- - 7 

- 1 4 

- 2 10 

- - 11 

32  2 2 
17-7 

Wells  - 

123  19  - 

1 18  8 

125  17  8 

0 4- 

- 1 11 

G 5 1L 

Weymouth  - 

552  17  7 

- 8 11 

6 3 7 

559  10  1 

27  12  6 

- - 5 

- 6 2 

27  19  1 

Whitby  - - . . 

115  9 1 

14  15  6 

3 12  - 

133  16  7 

5 12  8 

- 14  9 

- 3 7 

6 11  - 

Whitehaven  - 
Workiuglon 
* Maryport 

527  6 6 
194  3 7 
159  8 11 

325  1 5 
43  3 7 
67  15  2 

150  13  9 
33  11  5 
48  0 1 

1,003  1 8 
270  18  7 
275  10  2 

35  2 9 
9 14  2 
7 19  5 

19  - C 

2 3 2 

3 7 9 

9 11  7 

1 13  6 

2 8 4 

63  14  10 
13  10  10 
IS  15  6 

Woodbridge  - 

Woodbridge  Haven 

280  12 
3 3 2 

- 12  - 

l 12  - 

282  10  5 
3 3 2 

14  2 3 
- 3 2 

- - 7 

- 1 7 

14  4 5 
- 3 2 

Yarmouth  - 

Beccles  - 
Lowestoft  - 

2,557  18 
32  15  11 
111  5 10 

58  5 5 

25  7 U 
1 17  1 

2,041  12 
32  15  11 
113  2 11 

131  10  3 
1 12  9 
5 113 

2 18  3 

16  3 
- 1 10 

135  14  9 
1 12  9 

5 13  1 

Totals  - - - £. 

234,598  14 

16,504  12 

36,536  12  6 

286,039  18  11 

S,G39  ll  1 

805  I t 

1,854  19  11 

11,300  5 3 



■*  For  remainder  of  collection,  vide  Maryport  (Poit). 


Trinity  House,  London, ”1 
18  April  1815.  J 


(E.  E.) 


J.  Herbert,  Secretary- 
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Appendix,  No.  5 

(D). 

Anplican  ts  for  cha- 
rity from  Residents 
at  Dundee. 


A LIST  of  Applicants  for  the  Charity  of  the  Corporation  of  Trinity  House,  London, 
resident  at  the  Port  of  Dundee. 


Date  of 
Registry. 

NAME. 

Present 

Age. 

REMARKS. 

1820  - 

Ann  Simpson  - 

66 

1830  : 

20  May 

Margaret  Erskine  - 

45 

- - Now  ineligible,  her  children  bein<r 
past  age  (has  16  l.  per  annum). 

1832  : 

27  Dec. 

James  Abbot  - 

68 

- - Has  20 1.  per  annum  from  the  Fra- 
ternity of  Seamen. 

1834: 

20  March  - 

Helen  Brown  - 

42 

- - Now  ineligible,  her  children  being 
past  age. 

1835  : 

5 Nor. 

Margaret  Young 

70 

- - Has  10  l.  per  annum  from  a ferry 
boat,  and  14 1.  annuity. 

1837: 

1 5 August  - 

David  Mudie  - 

67 

26  Dec. 

Alexander  Davidson 

67 

1838: 

11  Sept. 

Mary  Robertson 

44 

Now  ineligible,  children  past  age. 

1839: 

Catherine  Halliburton  - j 

9 April 

33 

Ditto  - - - ditto. 

1840: 

30  June 

Elizabeth  a Rolle  - 

45 

Has  two  children  under  age. 

15  Sept. 

Helen  Foreman 

65 

- - Has  1G  l.  per  annum  from  the  Fra- 
ternity of  Seamen. 

1841  : 

1 2 January  - 

Margaret  Brown 

64 

4 May 

William  Murray  * - 

66 

Ruptured. 

19  October  - 

John  Kilcaldy  * 

70 

1842: 

1 Feb.  - 

Jean  Caithness 

63 

12  July 

Isabella  Robertson  - 

66 

11  October  - 

Barb.  Mackie 

63 

1844: 

2 July 

Jane  Cameron 

37 

Has  three  children. 

1 October  - 

Elizabeth  Sinclair  - 

38 

- - Two ; an  allowance  of  7 l.  12  s.  pe 
annum  from  the  Seamen’s  Fund. 

22  October  - 

Catherine  Mitchell  - 

67 

12  Nov. 

Geo.  Cassils  * 

70 

Vomits  blood. 

1845  : 

1 April 

James  Gilchrist 

60 

The  petitioners  marked  thus*  have  been  classed  amongst  those  whose  cases  & 
sidered  to  be  of  an  urgent  character,  and  as  such  entitled  to  a priority  of  admissioi 
Pension  List. 
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Appendix,  No.  5 (E). 


A RETURN  of  the  Number  of  Pensioners  receiving  Reljep  from  the  Corporation  of  Trinity-Mouse  of  Deptford  Strond,  on  the  1st  day  of 
Janoary  in  each  Year,  commencing  on  the  1st  day  of  January  1841 ; distinguishing  Men,  Women  and  Children,  and  specifying  the  Rate  of 
Pension  allowed  to  each  Class  of  Pensioners  ; the  Names  of  the  Ports  or  Places  at  or  in  the  Vicinity  of  which  the  Parties  receiving  Pensions 
reside,  and  the  Number  of  Men,  Women  and  Children  at  each  Port;  also,  an  Abstract  of  the  Number  of  Vacancies  which  have  occurred 
by  the  Death  or  Disqualification  of  Pensioners  in  each  of  the  last  Three  Years,  commencing  on  the  1st  day  of  January  1841,  distinguishing  the 
Number  of  Vacancies  occasioned  by  the  Death  or  Disqualification  of  Male  Pensioners,  from  the  Number  by  Female  Pensioners. 


18 

41. 

1842, 

1843. 

1844. 

PORTS 

&c. 

Men. 

| 

5 

Total. 

s 

Women. 

Children. 

Total. 

a 

Women. 

Children. 

£ 

Men. 

i 

Children. 

£ 

Aberdeen  - 

22 

17 

110 

149 

25 

18 

113 

156 

25 

19 

114 

158 

23 

19 

109 

151 

Aberystwith 

28 

23 

42 

93 

28 

24 

37 

89 

30 

23 

41 

94 

37 

21 

43 

101 

Aldbro’  - 

4 

4 

4 

12 

4 

4 

4 

12 

4 

4 

1 

9 

a 

4 

1 

10 

Alionby  - 

- 

6 

1 

7 

-■ 

6 

1 

7 

- 

5 

1 

6 

_ 

4 

1 

5 

Arundel  - 

2 

4 

- 

G 

2 

4 

_ 

C 

3 

4 

■ _ 

7 

2 

5 

_ 

7 

Barmouth  - 

0 

26 

5 

40 

10 

24 

4 

38 

11 

23 

3 

37 

11 

25 

3 

30 

Barnstaple 

42 

103 

44 

189 

41 

104 

46 

191 

38 

101 

49 

188 

38 

98 

51 

187 

Beaumaris 

4 

5 

3 

12 

4 

5 

1 

10 

4 

5 

1 

10 

4 

5 

5 

14 

Berwick  - 

16 

21 

13 

49 

12 

25 

11 

4S 

13 

24 

7 

44 

14 

23 

7 

44 

Boston 

4 

G 

14 

24 

5 

0 

14 

25 

4 

G 

9 

19 

4 

5 

9 

18 

Bridgwater 

4 

4 

4 

12 

4 

3 

4 

11 

5 

S 

4 

12 

G 

2 

7 

15 

Bridlington 

11 

13 

- 

24 

9 

14 

1 

24 

C 

13 

1 

20 

5 

13 

1 

19 

Bristol 

30 

44 

77 

151 

30 

42 

84 

156 

30 

39 

76 

151 

42 

42 

73 

157 

Broadstairs 

0 

16 

1 

22 

6 

15 

4 

25 

C 

10 

3 

24 

C 

14 

3 

23 

Caermarthen 

10 

20 

23 

53 

9 

18 

27 

54 

11 

21 

23 

55 

13 

19 

23 

55 

Caernarvon 

62 

50 

02 

1G0 

52 

51 

59 

1G2 

56 

51 

54 

1G1 

22 

30 

38 

90 

Cardigan  - 

See  Fishguard 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

34 

47 

28 

109 

Chichester  - 

6 

_ 

11 

5 

G 

2 

13 

5 

5 

2 

12 

2 

7 

2 

11 

Colchester 

3 

2 

4 

!) 

3 

2 

4 

9 

5 

2 

4 

11 

7 

3 

2 

12 

Cork 

13 

0 

8 

27 

11 

7 

9 

27 

14 

G 

10 

30 

14 

7 

JO 

40 

Cowes  . 

4 

7 

4 

15 

3 

7 

4 

14 

3 

7 

4 

14 

4 

7 

7 

IS 

Cromer 

- 

9 

4 

13 

- 

S 

4 

12 

- 

7 

5 

12 

1 

7 

1 

12 

Dartmouth 

42 

72 

33 

147 

40 

74 

33 

147 

51 

77 

38 

1GG 

51 

81 

43 

175 

Dover 

5 

17 

2G 

4 

1G 

4 

24 

4 

10 

3 

23 

4 

10 

3 

23 

Dublin 

3 

2 

0 

11 

3 

2 

G 

11 

2 

3 

4 ' 

9 

2 

3 

8 

IS 

Dondee 

7 

8 

8 

23 

. 7 

8 

7 

22 

6 

0 

5 

20 

5 

9 

4 

18 

Eieter 

27 

70 

10 

119 

24 

78 

18 

120 

26 

79 

17 

122 

31 

73 

19 

123 

Falmouth  - 

17 

2G 

21 

04 

16 

20 

17 

59 

30 

2S 

19 

G3 

13 

28 

24 

05 

Fishguard  - 

G3 

8-1 

49 

190 

G1 

83 

62 

10G 

G5 

8G 

43 

194 

29 

48 

44 

121 

8 

12 

10 

12 

11 

33 

n 

13 

9 

33 

13 

9 

33 

Guisbro’  - 

21 

55 

G 

82 

21 

53 

10 

84 

22 

52 

11 

85 

18 

49 

8 

75 

Gravesend  - 

5 

4 

5 

14 

G 

5 

5 

10 

G 

G 

G 

18 

7 

6 

0 

19 

Greenock  - 

4S 

4G 

234 

43 

104 

261 

Harwich  . 

11 

G 

8 

25 

11 

G 

7 

24 

10 

0 

7 

23 

12 

G 

9 

27 

12 

11 

23 

40 

14 

12 

32 

58 

10 

13 

40 

75 

16 

18 

47 

SI 

t 

14 

10 

0 

30 

1G 

10 

10 

30 

15 

11 

7 

33 

14 

11 

12 

37 

Jeisey 

3 

3 

4 

2 

10 

4 

1 

2 

7 

Ipswich  . 

10 

17 

3G 

03 

11 

16 

31 

08 

12 

15 

28 

55 

9 

17 

23 

49 

7 

3 

_ 

10 

5 

6 

- 

10 

5 

5 

- 

10 

4 

3 

- 

7 

tmh  . 

70 

87 

201 

304 

80 

83 

214 

377 

72 

94 

204 

370 

67 

92 

200 

365 

110 

174 

211 

495 

13G 

17G 

223 

535 

142 

170 

220 

532 

157 

173 

210 

546 

502 

974 

1,809 

911 

375 

1,775 

486 

903 

377 

1,76G 

Dyraingicn 

11 

4 

13 

3 

_ 

12 

7 

3 

_ 

10 

Lynn 

19 

50 

49 

20 

85 

14 

50 

27 

01 

klaldon 

2 

4 

3 

1 

_ 

4 

Marvport  - 

- ~ 

17 

39 

19 

75 

20 

38 

1G 

74 

IS 

35 

13 

66 

14 

33 

13 

CO 

2G 

21 

29 

7G 

24 

21 

22 

G7 

22 

24 

32 

78 

20 

20 

34 

80 

Carried  fww&td  - - 

1,333 

2,197 

1,052 

6,182 

1,353 

2,150 

1,703 

5,20G 

1,371 

2,140 

1,G44 

5,175 

1,340 

2,113 

1,734 

5,193 

n oR  1 1 1 1 i 1 | 1 1 1 ' I I 1 I I 
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APPENDIX  TO  REPORT  FROM  THE 


Retuen  of  the  Number  of  Pensioners  receiving  Relief  from  the  Corporation  of  Trinity  House  of  Deptford  Strond— continued. 


1841. 

1842. 

184 

. 

1844. 

PORTS,  &c. 

Men. 

Women. 

| 

2 

H 

| 

Women. 

O 

i 

a 

WomeD. 

1 

E-i 

a 

. ] 

c 

| 

Brought  forward  - - 

1,333 

2,197 

1,652 

5,182 

1,353 

2,150 

1,703 

5,206 

1,371 

2,140 

1,664 

5,175 

1,346 

2,113 

1,734 

,193 

Montrose  - 

28 

39 

23 

85 

20 

41 

33 

94 

35 

50 

103 

Newbiggen 

13 

40 

4 

57 

13 

35 

2 

50 

11 

35 

" 

46 

12 

32 

- 

44 

Newcastle  - 

6 

24 

30 

GO 

C 

20 

29 

55 

7 

19 

2G 

52 

6 

21 

23 

50 

Newhaven 

_ 

1 

- 

1 

- 

1 

- 

1 

~ 

~ 

1 

- 

1 

Newport  (Monmouth) 

_ 

2 

3 

5 

2 

1 

8 

11 

1 

G 

I 

2 

5 

8 

Orkney  ... 

13 

s 

5 

23 

16 

5 

5 

2G 

20 

7 

12 

39 

24 

12 

1!) 

55 

Padstow  - 

4 

S 

20 

29 

6 

G 

17 

29 

c 

C 

14 

26 

7 

6 

11 

24 

Penzance  - 

10 

15 

3 

28 

10 

15 

7 

32 

9 

14 

15 

38 

8 

15 

17 

49 

Perth  ... 

3 

2 

5 

10 

3 

2 

5 

10 

3 

2 

3 

8 

1 

2 

2 

5 

Plymouth  - 

32 

39 

64 

135 

37 

41 

61 

139 

38 

39 

46 

123 

39 

39 

44 

122 

Pnnlp 

28 

30 

21 

79 

27 

31 

23 

81 

28 

30 

28 

92 

25 

33 

34 

92 

Portsmouth 

10 

11 

10 

31 

8 

10 

8 

20 

6 

9 

7 

22 

7 

10 

8 

23 

Pwllheli  - 

. _ 

See  Caernarvon 

- 

- 

- 

- 

“ 

“ 

" 

- 

17 

71 

Ramsgate  - 

5 

15 

6 

26 

3 

17 

6 

26 

2 

17 

7 

26 

2 

16 

3 

21 

Rochester  - 

4 

13 

11 

28 

7 

10 

11 

28 

0 

8 

14 

31 

8 

10 

10 

28 

Rye  - 

1 

2 

5 

8 

1 

2 

5 

8 

- 

3 

2 

5 

“ 

2 

4 

St.  Ives  ... 

9 

20 

5 

34 

7 

19 

5 

31 

10 

IS 

5 

8 

31 

Scarbro’  ... 

29 

04 

25 

118 

29 

61 

27 

117 

25 

60 

28 

108 

26 

56 

17 

99 

Scilly  ... 

- 

7 

1 

8 

- 

7 

1 

8 

- 

7 

- 

7 

- 

7 

7 

Shetland  - 

5 

4 

- 

9 

5 

4 

- 

9 

7 

4 

- 

11 

7 

4 

4 

15 

Shields  ... 

2G9 

357 

326 

952 

277 

361 

306 

944 

260 

383 

317 

9G9 

251 

383 

326 

960 

Shoreham  - - - 

4 

11 

- 

15 

2 

11 

2 

15 

2 

9 

2 

13 

2 

7 

1 

10 

Sidmoutb  ... 

1 

5 

5 

11 

1 

3 

4 

8 

1 

3 

4 

8 

1 

3 

4 

Southampton 

8 

14 

15 

37 

8 

14 

13 

35 

8 

14 

9 

31 

9 

14 

7 

30 

Stockton  - * 

22 

28 

10 

60 

20 

28 

11 

59 

22 

28 

12 

62 

22 

Stranraer  ... 

4 

3 

- 

7 

4 

3 

- 

7 

4 

3 

2 

9 

o 

2 

2 

9 

Sunderland 

120 

100 

161 

441 

128 

1G5 

166 

459 

132 

169 

165 

400 

138 

190 

1SG 

514 

Swansea  ... 

21 

21 

33 

75 

22 

20 

30 

72 

25 

21 

22 

68 

22 

23 

25 

70 

Waterford  - 

2 

- 

6 

6 

2 

- 

5 

7 

2 

- 

5 

7 

2 

2 

3 

9 

Wells  - - 

7 

10 

8 

25 

6 

11 

6 

23 

8 

10 

6 

24 

8 

10 

5 

Weymouth  - • 

12 

22 

25 

59 

14 

23 

22 

59 

IS 

22 

19 

GG 

11 

21 

18 

Whitby  - 

60 

135 

65 

260 

57 

131 

72 

260 

53 

132 

90 

275 

56 

125 

ilri 

Whitehaven 

19 

43 

34 

90 

22 

41 

37 

100 

25 

42 

33 

100 

29 

39 

30 

Workington 

18 

| 03 

35 

110 

21 

58 

36 

115 

26 

58 

26 

110 

30 

56 

. 30 

Yarmouth  ... 

68 

112 

122 

302 

74 

111 

113 

298 

69 

113 

119 

301 

76 

10S 

Sundry  inland  and' 
small  Places  on  the 
Coast,  not  enumer- 

75 

€4 

32 

171 

79 

GO 

38 

177 

83 

58 

44 

185 

75 

55 

62 

192 

Total  - - - 

2,238 

3,538 

2,770 

8,591 

2,290 

3,518 

2,817 

8,625 

2,307 

3,529 

2,782 

8,618 

2,316 

3,519 

2,932 

8,760 

rmi  - 

■<  1842  - 


* Note. — In  addition  to  the  above  number  of  171  Men, 
in  1843,  there  occurred  90  deaths  of  Men  whose  widows, 
Article  of  the  Regulations. 


by  whose  death  or  disqualification  vacancies  for  the  admission  of  new.  objects  |werf  L 
being  eligible  by  age  to  succeed  them  on  the  Pension  List,  were  admitted  unaei 


Trinity  House,  London, \ 
18  April  1844.  J 


(signed)  J-  Herbert,  Secretary. 
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RULES  for  the  Admission 'of  Objects  to  the  Monthly  Pension  List  of  the  Corporation 
of  Trinity-House  of  Deptford  Strond,  as  established  by  a General  Court  held  on  the 
4th  February  1830. 


That  none  but  the  following  classes  of  persons  or  their  widows  be  eligible;  viz.  Masters,  Mates, 
Petty  Officers,  and  Seamen  who  have  been  employed  in  over-sea  or  coasting  trading  vessels,  clearing 
at  the  Custom-house,  and  liable  to  pay  the  Light  Duties  to  this  Corporation ; and  who  are  by  age 
or  infirmity  wholly  incapacitated  from  obtaining  their  livelihood  at  sea ; and  that  the  following 
Regulations  be  observed  in  their  admission  to  the  Pension  List : — , 

1st.  That  they  must  be  in  indigent  circumstances,  and  not  possessed  of  real  or  personal  property, 
yielding  them  a permanent  annual  income,  exceeding  the  amount  hereunder  specified  tor  each 
class : viz. 


Masters 

Mates 

Petty  Officers 
Seamen 


£.  s.  d. 
30  - - 
20  - - 
15  - - 
10  - - 


And  that  any  person  who,  after  admission  to  the  Pension  List,  shall  become  possessed  of  an  income 
which  would  have  rendered  him  or  her  ineligible  for  admission,  shall  be  deemed  disqualified,  and  be 
taken  off  the  books. 

2d.  That  men  be  not  eligible  until  they  have  attained  the  age  of  (30  years,  15  of  which  must  have 
been  at  sea  in  some  of  the  above  stations,  unless  they  are  by  wounds  or  hurts,  blindness,  or  any  par- 
ticular infirmities,  rendered  wholly  incapable  of  following  the  profession  of  seamen  ; and  that  in  such 
cases  they  be  eligible  at  any  ago,  provided  they  have  served  an  apprenticeship  of  seven  years  in 
merchant  vessels,  but  that  no  carpenter  or  other  artificer  be  eligible  unless  he  has  actually  been  at  sea 
15  years,  nor  his  widow  eligible  unless  her  husband  had  served  that  time,  or  died  whilst  he  was 
actually  following  the  sea. 

3d.  That  widows  be  not  eligible  until  they  have  attained  the  age  of  60  years,  or  are  disabled  by 
blindness  or  other  extreme  infirmity. 

4th.  That  the  children  of  widows  under  the  age  of  GO  years  be  eligible  for  admission,  under  the 
following  Regulations,  to  a pension  of  4 s.  per  month  each ; but  which  pension  shall  not  be  granted 
or  continued  to  any  male  child  who  has  attained  the  age  of  12  years,  or  to  any  female  child  who  has 
attained  the  age  of  1 4 years  ; that  is  to  say, 

The  child  or  children  of  widows  aged  45  years  and  upwards. 

The  children  of  widows  aged  35  years  and  upwards,  such  widows  having  two  or  more 
children. 

The  children  of  widows  aged  30  years  and  upwards,  such  widows  having  three  or  more 
children. 

The  children  of  widows  having  four  or  more  children. 

5th.  That  all.  persons  applying  for  the  ponsion  be  required  to  present  to  the  Corporation  a petition 
on  one  of  the  printed  forms,  which  must  bo  filled  up  in  every  respect  agreeably  to  the  directions  con- 
tained in  the  margin  thereof,  and  attested  by  the  signatures  and  certificates  therein  required  ; but  that 
m cases  when,  from  unavoidable  circumstances,  the  requisite  signatures  or  certificates  cannot  be 
obtained,  the  petitionor  be  required  to  procure  such  testimony  in  support  of  the  representations  made 
in  the  petition  as  shall  be  satisfactory  to  the  Corporation. 

6th.  That  no  in-ponsioner  of  Greenwich  Hospital,  or  any  other  public  charity,  hospital,  or 
establishment  whatever,  be  admitted  to,  or  allowed  to  continue  upon,  the  Pension  List ; nor  any  who 
are  permanently  fixed  and  maintained  in  parish  work  or  poor  houses. 

7th.  That  the  following  bo  the  scale  of  allowances  to  the  several  classes  of  mariners,  or  their  widows 
admitted  to  the  Pension  List,  under  the  foregoing  Regulations ; viz. 

£.  s.  d. 


To  masters  of  ships  or  vessels  in  the  foreign  trade,  and  of 
colliers  from  the  East  coast,  of  100  tons  burden  and 
upwards,  per  register  ------- 

To  masters  of  coasters  of  every  description,  and  other 
colliers,  paying  Trinity  Light  dues  as  such,  and  first 
mates  of  vessels  of  the  formor  class  - 
To  all  other  mates,  and  to  gunners,  boatswains,  and  car- 
penters _ - _ 

To  petty  officers  - --  --  --  - 

To  seamen  --------- 


6 - per  month. 


8th.  That  widowers  and  widows,  being  of  the  age  of  60  years  or  upwards,  and  having  children 
q6 h 1Tnrea^S  aSc’  have  on  additional  allowance  for  each  child  of  2 s.  per  month. 

9th.  That  in  case  of  a inale  pensioner  dying  and  leaving  a widow  eligible  under  the  foregoing 
Rations,  she  be  admitted  a pensioner  in  his  stead. 

9~’  "at  a widow  re-marrying  be  ineligible  to  continue  a pensioner  of  tliis  Corporation. 
til  children  of  any  widow  re-marrying  bo  in  like  manner  ineligible. 

, . 1*.  That  persons  admitted  to  the  pension,  and  failing  to  apply  for  the  same  for  a period  of 
16  months,  be  struck  off  the  hooks. 


(signed)  /.  Herbert,  Secretary. 


0.36. 


3 » 2 


Appendix,No.  5 


Rules  for  Admis- 
sion to  the  Monthly 
List,  4 Feb.  3830. 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


appendix  to  report  from  the 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


SELECT  COMMITTEE  ON  LIGHTHOUSES. 


397 


Appendix,  No.  5 (H). 


» yEW  lights  established  by  the  Corporation  of  Trinity  House  from  1834  to  1843,  with  the  Rates  of  Toll  payable  for  each  ; the  Cost  of 
the  Establishment  of  each ; the  Net  Collection ; the  Charges  of  Maintenance ; and  the  Surplus  or  Deficiency  of  Revenue,  in  each  Year  since  their 
establishment  respectively. 


Rate  of  Toll. 


Foreign, 

Privi- 

leged. 


Foreign, 

Unprivi- 


Falraouth  Harbour  Light  - 
(First  exhibited,  20th  April  1835.) 

On  all  vessels  trading  to  the  ports  of 
Falmouth,  Truro,  and  Gweek  - 
0a  all  vessels  entering  those  ports,  but 
sot  for  trade  - 


On  all  vessels  passing  the  san 
ceiving  benefit  thereby  - 


Menai  Light  - 

(First  exhibited,  28th  June  1838.) 

On  all  vessels  passing  through  the 
Menai  Straits,  or  to  or  from  the 
north-east  entrance  thereof,  or  to  or 
from  any  place  between  that  entrance 
and  Black  Point  or  Great  Orme’s 

Head 

On  all  vessels  from  or  to  Liverpool  or 
Chester,  or  any  place  between  Liver- 
pool and  Great  Orme’s  Head,  to  or 
from  tlie  westward,  between  the  is- 
lands of  Anglesea  and  Man,  or  to  or 
from  Beaumaris  Bay  ... 


Maplin  Light  .... 

(First  exhibited,  23d  July  1838.) 

Ob  all  vessels  passing  the  some  or  re 
ceiving  benefit  thereby  - 


South  Bishop’s  Light  ... 

(First  exhibited,  14th  Feb.  1839.) 
On  all  vessels  passing  between  St. 
Ann’s  Point  (Pembroke)  and  Carn- 
sore  Point  (Wexford),  or  to  or  from 
ot.  Bride’s  Bay  .... 

Si.  Catherine’s  Light  - - 

(First  exhibited,  1st  March  1840.) 


Gibraltar  Light  .... 

(First  exhibited,  1st  August  1841.) 
On  all  vessels  to  or  from  Gibraltar,  or 
any  place  in  the  Mediterranean,  or  at, 
wltiUD, or  near  the  entrance  thereof  - 


Coguet  Light  and  Buoys  - 
(First  exhibited,  1st  October  1841.) 

On  ail  vessels  passing  the  same  - 

ell  vessels  to  or  from  Warkworth  - 
St.  Nicholas  Gat  Light  - 
(First  exhibited,  1st  Jan.  1837.) 

Passing  the  same,  or  re- 
ceiving benefit  thereby  - 


0.36. 


Vr 

id. 


1 ’ d! 
id. 


^d"' 


£•  x.  , 

5,183  12  9 


p’  ton. 

Id. 

id. 


- Erected  by  I 
| and  at  the 
t of  the 
Government,  I 
and  vested  in 
the  Trinity 
House, bytlie  I 
Act  1 & 2 
Viet.  c.  G4. 

8,138  3 10 1 


1841 

1842 

1843 

1836 

1837 

1838 

1839 

1840 


1840  ! 

1841  1 

1842 

1843 


1838 

1839 

1840 

1841 

1842 

1843 


1840 

1841 

1842 

1843 

1841 

1842 

1843 


1841 

1842 

1843 


1840 

1841 

1842 

1843 


Net 

Collection. 

Charges 

of 

Maintenance. 

Surplus. 

Deficiency. 

£•  s.  d. 

£.  s.  d. 

£.  i.  d. 

•ts 

id 

254  19  11 

ICO  11  - 

94  8 11 

40G  13  9 

264  10  7 

141  17  2 

422  14  1 

703  17  4 

281  3 2 

507  13  G 

282  2 4 

225  11  2 

523  9 4 

400  - 7 

123  8 9 

625  12  G 

1,430  11  3 

804  18  8 

G33  4 8 

480  1 fl 

153  2 11 

1,032  7 5 

38C  3 3 

646  4 2 

632  2 4 

312  6 2 

319  16  2 

— 

808  16  5 

87  9 8 

781  C 9 

1,829  3 7 

458  17  10 

1,370  5 9 

2,006  12  2 

354  1 7 3 

1,651  14  11 

2,173  5 10 

1,029  5 9 

1,144  - 1 

2,274  1 8 6 

038  14  1 

1,636  4 5 

2,410  13  2 

525  7 5 

1,885  5 9 

2,573  1 1 

626  2 8 

1,046  18  5 

2,490  10  1 

410  15  7 

2,079  14  6 

— 

390  15  4 

79  1 9 

311  13  7 

- 

835  17  5 

447  4 2 

388  13  3 

- 

810  7 9 

536  9 9 

273  18  - 

- 

777  14  3 

728  14  1 

49-2 

- 

806  2 C 

617  19  11 

188  2 7 

- 

823  9 8 

471  5 11 

352  3 9 

- 

797  6 2 

290  8 - 

506  18  2 

1,579  8 0 

716  10  3 

802  18  0 

1,097  17  10 

834  12  9 

7G3  5 1 

1,047  18  4 

564  14  2 

1,083  4 2 

1,573  12  5 

518  10  4 

1,055  2 1 

1,570  17  8 

403  10  11 

1,107  0 9 

~ 

429  7 5 

951  - 6 

. 

521  13  1 

465  11  2 

456  19  5 

8 11  0 

457  19  9 

703  11  2 

305  11  4 

441  - 2 

784  14  11 

343  14  9 

401  11  - 

472  2 0 

" 

10  11  9 

733  13  2 

Charged  on 

649  5 9 

( the  revenue 

l 

1,357  3 1 

fof  the  Nee- 

f 

- 

811  15  6 

J dies  Light. 

J 

190  1C  2 

842  17  - 

. . . 

646  - 10 

495  10  3 

687  2 7 

. - - 

101  3 3 

439  17  11 

720  7 G 

• ‘ " 

280  9 7 

257  16  10 

87  13  1 

170  3 9 

1,142  9 3 

562  7 8 

580  1 7 

1,191  5 2 

1,194  8 - 

‘ 

3 2 9 

2,094  2 9 

969  12  - 

1,124  10  9 

849  15  1 

1,258  14  1 

2,216  3 10 

1,004  10  9 

1,211  13  1 

— 

2,322  2 11 

1,067  4 1 

1,254  18  10 

— 

2.411  18  8 

939  - 7 

— 

2,372  - 3 

027  12  10 

1,444  7 5 

2,336  1 7 

872  11  5 

1,463  10  2 

1 ( continued ) 
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C.„t.  Fmlsp,  U.prM-  &„MshmeM. 

kg«d.  '■s*1' 


Shipwash  light  - - - * 

(First  exhibited  1st  January  1837.) 
On  all  vessels  passing  the  same,  or  re- 
ceiving the  benefit  thereby  - • 


p’  ton.  p’  ton.  p’  ton. 
**  id.  i* 


4.132  11  8 1837 

1838 

1839 

1840 

1841 

1842  « 

1843 


Swin  Middle  Light  - - - " 

(First  exliibited  1st  Januaiy  1837.) 
On  all  vessels  passing  the  same,  or  re- 
ceiving benefit  thereby  - 


Bristol  Channel  Buoys  and  Euglish  and 
Welch  Grounds  light  - - - 

(First  exhibited  18tlx  July  1838.) 
Avon  light: 

(First  exhibited  25th  May  1840.) 
On  all  vessels  from  or  to  the  westward, 
to  or  from  the  eastward  of  the  Holmes 
On  all  vessels  from  or  to  the  westward, 
to  or  from  between  Ilfracombe  and 
the  Mumbles  Head  and  the  Holmes, 
or  from  port  to  port  witliin  those 
limits ; also  from  port  to  port  east 
of  the  Holmes,  except  up  Severn  - 


id.  id.  j 


id.  id.  id. 


p. 

£•  3.  d. 

,992  16  0 

987  19  1 

,009  2 2 

873  4 3 

,107  1 2 

949  19  1 

,211  1 3 

914  4 9 

,299  19  2 

,205  1 5 

,249  1G  4 

8GG  14  10 

,212  3 9 

3,500  4 5 

,548  3 - 

895  - - 

,558  6 G 

1,042  12  2 

,599  12  - 

962  0 8 

,630  10  7 

876  - 8 

,691  8 2 

1,113  14  1 

,017  1G  2 

1,151  2 11 

1,011  - 9 

3,097  13  11 

G03  7 9 

587  11  G 

1,747  12  2 

2,697  10  8 

1,805  - 4 

2,412  15 

1,694  15  5 

3,842  18 

1,761  2 10 

4,339  3 

1,718  14  7 

’ 

Mouse  Light  ------ 

(First  exhibited  23d  July  1838.) 

On  all  vessels  passing  the  same,  or  re- 
ceiving benefit  thereby  - 


id.  j id.  j 


Leman  and  Ower  light  - 
(First  exliibited  1st  January  1840.) 
On  all  vessels  from  or  to  the  United 
Kingdom,  to  or  from  Amsterdam,  and 
continental  places  to  the  northward 
thereof  ------ 

On  all  vessels  from  or  to,  between  Flam- 
liorough  and  Cromer,  to  or  from  the 
West  Scheldt,  and  between  the  West 
Scheldt  and  Amsterdam  - - - 


5,778  15  2 18« 
1841 


797  6 3 397  - 1 400  8 2 

1,579  8 9 821  4 8 758  4 3 

1,597  17  10  842  13  2 755  4 8 

1,047  18  3 1,092  9 8 555  8 7 

1,573  12  5 1,188  14  8 384  17  9 

1,570  17  8 830  8 5 740  9 3 

2,420  1 0 1,502  9 - 923  12  0 

2,251  2 2 1,194  4 11  Jl,056  17  3 

2,049  5 1 1,253  3 10  79G  1 3 

2,172  G 5 1,257  3 - 915  3 5 


nil.  I id.  I 1 d. 


From  or  to  north  of  Flamborough 
Head  in  Great  Britain ; from  north  of 
Cromer  to  north  of  the  Eyder ; from 
the  north  of  Scotland  to  or  from  Am- 
sterdam, or  continental  ports  northward 
thereof. 


Kentish  Knock  Light  - 
(First  exhibited  1st  September  1840.) 

On  all  vessels  crossing  the  latitude 
thereof  to  the  Eastward,  to  or  from 
south  or  west  of  the  North  Foreland, 
or  of  Cape  Grinez  - 


Calshot  Light  - - " " , " 

(First  exhibited  16th  May  1842.) 
On  all  vessels  to  or  from  Southampton 
Water 


1840  430  10  11 

1841  j 1,495  17  11  1 

1842  I 1,521  14  1 1 

1843  1,407  9 9 1 


Seven  Stones  Light  - - - - - 

(First  exhibited  1st  September  1841.) 

On  all  vessels  navigating  between  the 

land’s  End  and  the  Scilly  Islands  - -2  d. 


Trinity-House,  London,  1 May  1845. 


(signed)  J.  Secret^ 
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A RETURN  of  the  Establishment  of  the  Corporation  of  Trinity  House  on  Tower  Hill,  showing 
the  Salaries  and  Allowances  to  each  Person  on  the  1st  April  1845;  and  distinguishing  the 
Collection,  the  Ballast,  and  the  General  Collection  Account  Offices. 


Salary. 


Allowance 
for  Service. 


Total. 


Mr.  J.  Herbert,  secretary,  including  allowance  for  service 
Mr.  B.  G.  Maltby 

Mr.  P.  H.  Berthon  ------- 

‘Mr.  R.  J.  M.  Grey  ------- 

Mr.  H.  A.  White 

Mr.  C.  Butterfield  ------- 

Mr.  R.  Wright  -------- 

Mr.  G.  Herbert  --  - ..... 

Mr.  C.  Robertson  - - 

Mr.  C.  A.  F.  Brad  ------- 

Mr.  J.  Inglis  ------- 

Mr.  C.  Maclean  ------- 

Mr.  R.  Ritherdon  ------- 

Mr.  G.  W.  Wright 


£. 

450 

350 

270 

220 

350 

220 

160 

220 

160 

210 

100 

100 

70 


£. 

340 

240 

170 

160 

290 

170 

80 

170 

45 

100 

35 

40 

15 


£.  5.  d. 

1,800  - - 
790  - - 
590  - - 
440  - - 
380  - - 
040  - - 

390  - - 
240  - - 
390  - - 
205  - - 
310  - _ 
135  - - 
140  - - 
85  - - 


Appendix,  No.  5 

m- 

Establishment  of 
Trinity  House, 
Tower  Hill,  1 April 

1845. 


Messengers : 

T.  Hodges  - 

C.  H.  Simmonds  - 

E.  Long  ------ 

Collection  Office : 

B.  Cotton,  collector  - 

W.  Williams 

J.W.  Cole 

P.  S.  Duval  - 

W.  Malraison  - 

J.  Cowell  ------ 

Ballast  Office : 

H.  Gunston  - 

J.  Wingfield  - 

J.  Hall 

Messenger : 

W.  Palmer  - 

General  Collection  Account  Office 

C.  Townley  - 

J.  Brain  ----- 

R.  Allen 

• Townley  - 

J.  H.  Butterfield  - 

I.  H.  Hart  - 


* Of  this  amount  20*1.  is  charged  on  the  Commiss 
idated  Duties  of  Customs,  under  the  Reciprocity  Acts. 

Trinity  House,  London,  12  April  1845. 


220 

220 

160 

100 

100 


£. 

6,771  - - 

. 

700  - _ 

180 

400  - - 

180 

400  - - 

160 

380  - - 

45 

205  - _ 

20 

90  - - 

£. 

2,175  - - 

300 

650  - - 

140 

360  - - 

30 

130  - - 

40 

120  - - 

£. 

1,260  - - 

160 

380  - - 

160 

*380  - - 

40 

200  - - 

40 

140  - - 

30 

130  - _ 

15 

85  - - 

£. 

1,316  - - 

Claims  on  the  Conso- 

(signed)  J.  Herbert,  Secretary. 


RETURN  of  the  Agreement  that  lias  been  entered  into  by  the  Bills  of  Entry  Office,  at  the 
Custom  House,  London,  for  furnishing  daily  Lists  of  Shipping. 


* T Extract  of  Minute  of  18th  March  1825. 

as  it  ^TTER  °m  ™r'  George  Plank,  dated  Bill  of  Entry  Office,  11th  instant,  was  read,  stating  that 
that  cn  i,aiS  ■ returns  lllmished  from  this  office  are  to  be  rendered  perpetually,  the  lowest  amount 
into  pr)11  'A  leceivec\> a®01'd  the  smallest  compensation,  will  be  150  l.  per  annum,  which  being  taken 
requirp'f)!  era.t110n>  **  was  ordered,  that  he  be  acquainted,  the  corporation  will  not  pledge  itself  to 
so  in,,,.  e ®ai“  returns  to  be  furnished  perpetually,  but  will  agree  to  the  payment  of  150L  per  annum 
tong  as  they  may  consider  it  requisite  to  be  furnished  therewith. 


may  consider  it  requisite  to  be  furnished  therewith. 

Trinity  House,  London,  12  April  1845.  (signed) 

°'36‘  3 » 4 
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Appsnte,  No.  5 of  a LETTER  from  Messrs.  Hurry  4 Arrnaui,  Collectors  of  Light  Duties  at 

Liverpool,  dated  26  April  1845- 

Sketch  of  the  Light 

Clerk’s  office,  

Liverpool. 

Sir, 

Ik  reply  to  yours  of  the  125th  instant,  tve  beg  to  state  that  there  were,  in  1843,  to  clerks 
employed  in  the  collection  of  the  Light  Duties,  and  me  in  keeping  the  accounts  connected 
therewith,  who  received  200/.,  180  L,  and  96  l.  per  annum. 

We  also  hand  you  a sketch  of  the  offices,  as  requested. 

Wc  are,  Stc. 

(signed)  For  Wm.  Hurry, 

Geo.  Y.  Hurry, 

Jacob  Herbert,  Esq.  & Arnaud,  Collector. 


DESCRIPTIVE  SKETCH  OF  PART  OF  THE  WEST  END  OF  THE 
CUSTOM  HOUSE  AT  LIVERPOOL. 


Trinity-House,  London,!  (sinned)  J.  Herbert,  Secretary- 

1 May  1845.  j v 0 
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Appendix.  No.  5 
(!•)■ 


Statement  showing  the  Number  of  Beacons  belonging  to  the  Corporation  of  Trinity 
House,  in  1834  and  1845  respectively. 


1834. 

1845. 

INCREASE. 

DECREASE. 

Woodbridge  Haven  - 

_ 

_ 

2 

2 





Baudsev  Sea  Mark  - 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

— 

— 

Naze  Tower 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

— 

— 

Reculvers  Towers 

- 

- 

- 

I 

1 

— 

— 

Redding  Street 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

— 

— 

North  Down  Tower  - 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

— 

— 

Nodes  (Isle  of  Wight) 

- 

- 

- 

I 

1 

— 

— 

At  Hurst 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

— 

— 

Gribben  Head  (near  Fowey) 

- 

- 

1 

I 

— 

— 

For  the  Rundlestone 

- 

- 

- 

2 

2 

— 

_ 

St.  Martin’s,  Scilly  - 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

— 

— 

For  the  Cole  Rock  (near  Holyhead) 

- 

2 

2 

— 

— 

Roscholyn  Island 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

— 

— 

In  the  Tees 

- 

- 

- 

3 

2 

- 

I 

♦Shotley  Sea  Mark 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

— 

— 

♦Monkton  - 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

— 

— 

♦Mixon  - 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

— 

— 

♦Blythe  Sand 

- 

- 

- 

1 

2 

1 

Chapman  Sand  - 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

I 

— 

♦Blacktail  - 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

— 

— 

* Whitaker  - 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

— 

— 

♦Gunfleet  - 

_ 

- 

- 

1 

1 

— 

— 

♦Pansand  - 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

— 

— 

Margate  - 

- 

- 

- 

" 

1 

X 

— 

Middle  Ground 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

X 

— 

Goodwin  Sand 

- 

_ 

- 

- 

1 

1 

— 

♦Nelson’s  Monument,  Portsdown 

- 

1 

\ 

— 

— 

♦St.  Helen’s  Sea  Mark 

_ 

_ 

. 

1 

l 

— 

— 

♦Ashey  Down  Tower  - 

_ 

- 

- 

1 

1 

— 

— 

♦Kickergill  Tower 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

— 

“ 

Portland  Bill  - 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

1 

1 

— 

♦Hoe,  Plymouth  - 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

— 

— 

Black.  Rock,  Falmouth 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

— 

Rundlestone 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

1 

1 

— 

Wolf  Rock  - 

_ 

_ 

. i 

_ 

1 

1 

— 

♦St.  Donat’s 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

“ 

— 

Tusker  - - - 

_ 

_ 

_ 

1 

1 

— 

Woolhouses 

_ 

_ 

- 

_ 

1 

1 

— 

Monkstone 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

— 

Perch,  Menai  Straits 

_ 

_ 

_ 

1 

1 

— 

Harry’s  Furlong 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

— 

Point  of  Air 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

— 

Corrin’s  Folly  - 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

— 

33 

48 

16 

1 

1 

15 

Beacons  and  Buoys 
of  the  Trinity 
House,  in  1834 
and  1835. 


* Those  marked  thus 
Trinity  House,  London,  10  July 


(*)  were  not  included  in  the 
(signed) 


1845. 


Heturn  in  1834. 

J.  Herbert,  Secretary. 


0.36. 


3 E 
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Table  of  Duties 
for  General  Pass- 
ing Lights,  Buoys. 
&c.  in  England. 
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Statement  showing  the  Number  of  Buoys  at  the  several  Departments  belonging  to  the 
Corporation  of  Trinity  House,  in  1834  and  1845  respectively. 


— 

1834. 

1845. 

Increase. 

Decrease. 

River  Thames  and  Channels 

_ 

_ 

65 

61 

- 

4 

Harwich  Department 

- 

- 

- 

28 

28 

— 

Woodbridge  - 

- 

- 

- 

1 

— 

— 

Yarmouth  Department 

- 

- 

- 

34 

46 

— 

Weils  ditto 

- 

- 

- 

7 

9 

2 

— 

River  Tees 

- 

- 

- 

15 

17 

2 

— 

Ramsgate  Department 

- 

- 

- 

22 

18 

- 

4 

Looe  Stream  - 

- 

- 

- 

5 

7 

2 

■ — 

Caermarthen  - 

- 

- 

- 

5 

5 

— 

— 

Exeter  - 

- 

- 

- 

19 

22 

3 

— 

Rundlestone  - 

- 

- 

- 

1 

0 

- 

1 

Bideford  - 

- 

- 

- 

2 

5 

3 

— 

Aberdovey 

- 

- 

- 

4 

2 

- 

2 

Holyhead 

- 

- 

- 

l 

3 

Conway  - 

- 

- 

“ 

4 

10 

Dee  - 

- 

- 

- 

M 

28 

14 

— 

Coquet  - 

- 

- 

- 

- 

6 

6 

— 

Whitby  - - - 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

— 

Manacles 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

— 

Bristol  Channel 

- 

- 

- 

- 

24 

24 

— 

St.  George’s  Channel 

" 

- 

- 

5 

5 

— 

227 

299 

83 

1 1 

11 

72 

Trinity  House,  Loudon,  10  July  1845.  J.  Herbert,  Secretary. 


The  following  TABLES  of  DUTIES  for  Lights,  Buoys,  &c.  in  England,  chargeable 
on  Oversea  and  Coasting  Vessels,  corrected  to  the  20th  March  1844,  has  been  laid 
before  the  Committee  by  the  Corporation  of  Trinity  House. 


Oversea  General  Passing  Lights,  &c. 


RATE  PER  TON. 

British  and 
Poreigu  Privileged 
Vessels. 

Foreign 

Unprivileged 

Vessels. 

East  Coast : 

lid. 

J«3S-1>  ,cs- 

id. 

id; 

id- 

id. 

id. 

id, 

id- 

id- 

Id 

id- 

Fern  - - - - 

Tinmouth  - 

Flambro’  - - - - 

Spurn  Shore  - - - - 

Dudgeon  ------ 

Foulness  ------ 

Leman  and  Ower  - 

Haisbro’  Sand  (North  End) 

Winterton  and  Orford  - 

Haisbro’  and  Newarp 

Cockle  Gatt  - 

St.  Nicholas  Gatt  - 

Ditto  Buoys  ----- 

3 Lighthouses 
1 Lighthouse 

1 Lighthouse 

2 Lighthouses 

1 Floating  light  - 
1 Lighthouse  - ; 

1 Floating  light  - 

1 Floating  light  - 

3 Lighthouses 

2 Lighthouses  and-! 
1 Floating  light  -J 
1 Floating  light  - 
1 Floating  light  - 

id.  — 

yl.  8cis.  p ves. 

i d.  — 
id.  - 
id.  — 
id.  - 
id  - 
id.  — 
id.  - 
id.  - 
id.  - 
id.  - 
id.  — 
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Lowestoft 
N.  E.  Shipwash 
Harwich  - 
Sunk  and  Galloper  - 
Kentish  Knock 

English  Channel : 

Forelands  - - - 

Goodwin  and  Gull  Stream 

South  Sand  Head 

Dungeness 

Beacliy  Head 

Owers  and  Bembridge 


Portland  - 
Caskets  - 
Start 

Eddystone 

Lizard 

Longships 

ScilFy 

Seven  Stones 


Bristol  and  St.  George’s  Channels : 


Lundy 

Nash  - _ 

Flatholm  - 

Bristol  Channel 

Smalls 
Milford 
Bardsey  - 
South  Stack  - 
Skerries  - 


East  Coast  Lights,  payable  only 
for  certain  Voyages  : 

Coquet  ______ 

Spurn  - 

Heligoland  _ 

Swin  Middle  - - _ I I 

Maplin  - 

Mouse 

Colonial : 

Gibraltar  - 


British  ana 
iForcign  Privileged  I 


3 Lighthouses  and"! 
1 Floating  light  -j 

1 Floating  light  - 

2 Lighthouses 

2 Floating  lights'll 
and  Buoys  -J| 
l Floating  light  - 


3 Lighthouses 
2 Floating  lights  - 
l Floating  light  - 
l Lighthouse 

1 Lighthouse 

2 Floatinglights  - 

1 Lighthouse  -•] 

2 Lighthouses  at 
Hurst 

1 Lighthouse  at  St.  I 

Katherine’s  Pt.J 

2 Lighthouses 

3 Lighthouses 
l Lighthouse 

1 Lighthouse 

2 Lighthouses 
l Lighthouse 
1 Lighthouse 

l Floating  light  - 


x Lighthouse 
2 Lighthouses 
l Lighthouse 
Buoys,  Beacons,]  I 
i Floating  Light,  M 
and  l Lighthouse 

1 Lighthouse 

2 Lighthouses 
l Lighthouse 
l Lighthouse 
l Lighthouse 


1 Lighthouse 
I Floating  light 
l Lighthouse 
x Floating  light 
l Lighthouse 
l Floating  light 


l Lighthouse 


RATE  PER  TON. 


id. 

i d. 


id.  - 


id. 
id. 
id. 
id 
^ d. 
2 d. 


id. 


id.  - 

id;  - 
id.  - 

id.  or  i d. 

id.  — 

id.  - 
ii.  - 
id.  - 

id.  — 


Foreign 

Unprivileged 

Vessels. 


id. 
i d.  - 
id. 

id. 

bd. 


id. 
l d. 
h d. 
Id. 
Id. 
i d. 


l d. 
l d. 
\d. 
i d. 
l d. 
id. 
\d. 
id. 


1 d. 
i \d. 

£ d.  or  | d. 

2 d. 
x d. 
id. 

d. 

2 d. 


x d. 
id. 
2 d. 
id. 
id. 
id. 
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Local  Duties. 


Note. This  Table  ought  to  be  referred  to  in  all  cases  where  Local  Duties  are  leviable; 

as,  in  many  cases,  there  are  variations  in  the  mode  of  charging  them,  which  cannot  be 
noticed  in  the  rates  per  ton  and  per  vessel  in  the  Tables  which  follow. 


British  and  Foreign 
Privileged. 

Foreign 

Unprivileged. 

Tees  Buoys : 

On  all  vessels  passing  the  buoys  to  or  from  the  ports 
of  Newcastle,  Sunderland,  Stockton,  or  Whitby,  for 
each  time  of  passing,  of  under  40  tons  - 
For  each  time  of  passing,  of  40  tons  and  upwards 

4 d.  per  vessel 
Qd.  „ 

|i  s.  per  vessel. 

Lynn  Well.  Floating  light : 

On  all  vessels  trading  to  or  from  the  ports  of  Lynn  or 
Wisbeach,  or  to  or  from  the  port  of  Boston,  if  navi- 
gated to  the  southward  of  the  Longsand,  also  on  all 
vessels  entering  or  departing  from  Lynn  Deeps  south- 
ward of  the  Longsand  ------ 

1 d.  per  ton  - ! 

2 d.  per  ton. 

Hunstanton.  1 Lighthouse: 

On  all  vessels  passing  to  or  from  the  ports  of  Lynn, 
Wisbeach,  or  Wells,  or  to  or  from  the  port  of  Boston, 
southward  - --  --  --  - 

4^.  per  20  tons 

id.  „ 

Woodbridge  Buoys : 

On  all  vessels  entering  the  port  of  Woodbridge  under 
50  tons  --------- 

of  50  and  under  100  tons  - 
„ 100  tons  and  upwards  ----- 

1 5.  per  vessel 

2 s.  „ 

3 » 

1 s.  per  vessel. 

2 s.  „ 

3«-  » 

Trinity  Duties.  Buoyage  and  Beaconage : 

On  all  vessels  entering  the  port  of  London  - 
On  all  vessels  entering  the  ports  of  Sheerness,  Rochester, 
Faversham,  Leigh,  Malclon,  Colchester,  Harwich, 
Ipswich,  Woodbridge,  or  Aldbro’  - 

1 d.  per  ton  - 

h d.  „ 

2 d.  per  ton. 
l d.  „ 

Nore.  Floating  light : 

On  all  vessels  passing  the  light  on  their  upward  passage 
only,  under  100  tons  ------ 

of  100  and  under  200  tons  - 

„ aoo  ,,  300  tons  - 

„ 300  „ 400  tons  - 

„ 400  „ 500  tons  - 

„ 500  tons  and  upwards  - 

Calshot  Spit.  Floating  Light: 

On  all  vessels  entering  or  departing  from  Southampton! 
Water  -------  - -\| 


Exeter  Buoys : 

On  all  vessels  navigating  to  or  from  the  River  Exe,  per 
voyage  -------- 

St.  Anthony’s  Point.  One  Lighthouse : 

On  all  vessels  trading  to  or  from  the  ports  of  Falmouth, 
Truro,  or  Gweek  -----  r - 
On  all  vessels  entering  the  said  ports  for  other  purpose 
than  that  of  trading,  for  each  time  of  passing  the 
light  - - - - - - - - 


3 s- 

4 s. 

5 s‘ 

6 s. 


| d.  per  ton  in 
l d.  „ out 


2 s.  per  v 
4s. 

6 s. 

8 s. 

10  s. 

12  s. 


1 d.  per  ton  in. 

1 d.  „ °ut- 


A d. 


Id. 


\d. 
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British  and  Foreign 
Privileged. 

Foreign 

Unprivileged. 

Bideford  Bar.  Two  Lighthouses : 

On  all  vessels  entering  the  harbours  of  Bideford  or 
Barnstaple,  or  any  place  within  the  Bar  - 

1 h d.  per  ton  - 

3 d.  per  ton. 

Caldy.  One  Lighthouse : 

On  all  vessels  entering  into,  or  going  out  of  any  port  or 
place  between  Worm’s  Head  aud  St.  Gowan’sHead  - 

1 d.  ' „ 

2 d.  „ 

Carmarthen  Buoys : 

On  all  vessels  entering  or  departing  from  the  Port  of 
Carmarthen,  or  any  place  within  the  Bar 

id.  „ - 

i d.  ,, 

Usk.  One  Lighthouse : 

O11  all  vessels  trading  to  or  from  the  Port  of  Newport, 
or  any  place  within  the  mouth  of  the  River  Usk 

l d-  „ 

id  „ 

Burnham.  Two  Lighthouses: 

On  all  vessels  entering  Bridgewater  River  - 

5 s.  per  vessel 

10s.  per  vessel. 

On  all  vessels  entering  or  departing  from  the  Port  of 
Bristol  - - - under  100  tons  - 

Zs. 

6s.  „ 

Ditto  - 100  and  „ 250  „ 

5 s.  „ 

10s.  „ 

Ditto  - 250  tons  and  upwards  - - - 

7 S.  6 £?.  „ 

15S.  ,y 

Aberdovey  Buoys: 

On  all  vessels  crossing  the  Bar  at  the  entrance  of  the 
River  Dovey,  in  or  out  ------ 

1 d.  per  ton  - 

1 d.  per  ton. 

Conway  Buoys : 

On  all  vessels  entering  or  departing  from  the  Port  of 
Conway  - - - - - - 

id-  „ 

id  „ 

Menai.  One  Lighthouse: 

On  all  vessels  passing  through  the  Straits  of  Menai,  or 
entering  or  departing  therefrom  at  the  north  east 
entrance  thereof,  or  entering  or  departing  from  Beau- 
maris Bay,  or  any  port,  harbour,  roadstead,  creek,  or 
place  between  the  north-east  entrance  of  the  said 
Straits  and  Black  Point  on  the  west  side,  and  Great 
Orme’s  Head  on  the  east  side,  for  each  time  of  pass- 
ing or  crossing  the  said  lighthouse  or  light,  in  any 
direction  - --  --  --  - 

\d.  „ 

1 d.  „ 

On  all  vessels  from  or  to  the  Ports  of  Liverpool  or 
Chester,  or  any  port,  harbour,  roadstead,  creek,  or 
place  between  Liverpool  and  Great  Orme’s  Head,  and 
navigating  to  or  from  the  westward  between  the  Isle 
of  Anglesea  and  the  Isle  of  Man,  for  each  time  of 
passing  or  crossing  the  said  lighthouse  or  light,  in 
any  direction 

6 d.  per  vessel 

1 s.  per  vessel. 

On  all  such  vessels  so  navigating,  which,  though  not 
destined  to  any  such  port  or  place,  shall  enter  into,  or 
depart  from  Beaumaris  Bay,  for  each  time  of  passing 
or  crossing  the  said  lighthouse  or  light,  in  any  direc- 
tion, the  like  sum  of  - - - - - 

6 d.  „ 

IS.  „ 

Air.  One  Lighthouse,  and  Dee  Buoys  : 

On  all  vessels  passing  over  Chester  Bar,  or  between  the 
south-west  part  of  Hoyle  Sands,  and  the  Mainland 
on  the  coast  of  Wales,  in  or  out  - 

4 d.  per  ton  - 

8 d.  per  ton. 

St.  Bees.  One  Lighthouse  : 

On  all  vessels  passing  to  or  from  the  Ports  of  White- 
haven, Parton,  Workington,  orMaryport,  per  annum 

2 d.  „ 

2 d.  » 
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East  Coast. 

These  duties,  except  for  the  Coquet,  Tinmouth,  Spurn  Shore  and  Floating,  Heligoland 
Leman  and  Ower,  Winterton  and  Orford,  Harwich  and  Kentish  Knock  Lights,  are  payable 
once  only  for  the  whole  voyage  out  and  home ; but  a single  passage,  whether  coastwise  or 
oversea,  subjects  a vessel  to  the  full  duties.  Those  for  the  Tinmouth,  Spurn  Shore,  Leman 
and  Ower,  Winterton  and  Orford,  Harwich,  and  Kentish  Knock  are  payable  each  time  of 
passing,  as  are  also  those  for  the  Coquet,  Spurn  Floating  and  Heligoland,  in  their  respec- 
tive districts. 

N.  B.—A  vessel  having  paid  in,  on  a coasting  voyage,  is  not  exempt  from  full  duties  on 
an  oversea  passage. 


English,  Bristol,  and  St.  George’s  Channels. 

These  duties  are  payable  each  time  of  passing,  except  that  for  the  Bardsey  Light,  which 
is  payable  once  only  for  the  whole  voyage  out  and  home. 

The  Seven  Stones  light  is  payable  only  on  vessels  navigating  between  the  Land’s  End 
of  the  Coast  of  Cornwall  and  the  Scilly  Islands. 


Bristol  Channel,  Buoys,  &c. 


British  and  Foreign 

Foreign 

Privileged. 

Unprivileged. 

Vessels  navigating  from  or  to  the  westward,  or  to  or 
from  any  port,  harbour,  roadstead,  creek,  or  place  to 
the  eastward  of  the  Holmes  Islands,  for  each  passage 

1 d.  per  ton  - 

£ d.  per  ton. 

Vessels  navigating  from  or  to  the  westward,  to  or  from 
any  port,  harbour,  roadstead,  creek,  or  place,  situate 
to  the  eastward  of  Ilfracombe  and  the  Mumbles  Head, 
and  to  the  westward  of  the  Holmes  Islands,  including 
Cardiff  and  Bridgewater,  for  each  passage 

Id.  „ 

Id.  „ 

The  duties  may  be  recovered  by  distress,  according  to  clause  54,  Act  6 8c  7 Will.  4,  c.  79, 
in  any  port  of  the  United  Kingdom,  as  well  as  in  that  where  they  first  became  payable. 

Vessels  hon&fide  belonging  to  Her  Majesty,  and  British  and  foreign  privileged  vessels 
navigated  wholly  in  ballast,  and  without  any  passenger,  are  exempt. 


Foreign  unprivileged  vessels  navigated  wholly  in  ballast,  and  without  any  passenger,  are 
exempt  from  the  duties  of  the  Winterton  and  Orford,  Harwich,  and  Forelands  lights. 

The  charge  is  for  the  course  usually  taken  from  or  to  the  respective  ports,  mi  a 
for  such  voyage  whether  the  vessel  takes  that  course  or  not,  and  vessels  are  n £ 
with  the  duty  for  any  light  which  such  vessels  may  pass  or  receive  benefit  y»w 
out  of  their  course  by  stress  of  weather  ; and  vessels  driven  by  stress  0 wea 
shelter  in  any  port,  and  vessels  which  may  put  into  any  British  or  Irish  pot 
pose  of  repairing  damage,  or  for  obtaining  such  supplies  of  provisions  01  0 ®‘  ‘ ‘ 

as  shall  be  actually  required  for  the  safety  of  the  vessel,  or  the  support  or  tei  t 
ing  such  as  shall  break  bulk  or  take  in  cargo  other  than  such  necessary  supp  . . , 
said,  and  excepting  also  such  as  shall  remain  in  port  longer  than  the  time  1 q 
obtaining  such  supplies,  or  longer  than  the  time  which  the  reparation  0 a c , 
state  of  the  weather  may  render  unavoidable,  or  which  shall  receive  mforina  10  , r 

relating  to  the  destination  of  such  vessel),  shall  not  be  chargeable  with  any  '&  ^ 

duties  payable  to  the  Trinity  House,  London.  Vessels  to  be  charged  tor  < 3ne,PH‘'  ' 'Vessels 
in  any  one  day,  although  any  number  of  passages  more  than  one  may  be  ma  . 
from  foreign  port  to  foreign  port,  without  touching  at  any  port  or  roadstea  1 
Kingdom,  are  exempt. 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


SELECT  COMMITTEE  ON  LIGHTHOUSES. 


407 


Appendix,  No.  5 
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Quantity  of 

STATEMENT  of  the  Quantity  of  Thames  River  Ballast  raised  by  the  Corporation  of  Thames  River 
tt  , . * , _ Ballast  raised  by 

Trinity  House,  and  the  Annual  Revenue  and  Expenditure  of  that  Department,  with  the  the  Corporation, 

Amount  of  Profit  or  Loss  thereupon,  in  each  Year,  from  1833  to  1843,  both  inclusive; Also,  frora  1^33  t0  l843* 

a Statement  of  the  several  Rates  at  which  such  Ballast  is  supplied. 


YEARS. 

QUANTITY. 

REVENUE. 

EXPENDITURE. 

PROFIT, 

LOSS. 

Tons. 

£. 

5. 

d. 

£. 

s. 

d.  | 

£. 

s. 

d. 

£.  s.  d. 

1833 

418,995 

25,333 

1 

10 

23,145 

7 

2 

2,187 

14 

8 

- 

1834 

427,304 

26,407 

11 

9 

25,244 

7 

1 3 

1,163 

4 

n 

- 

1835 

435,098 

26,164 

15 

11 

24,988 

16 

n 

1,175 

19 

3f 

— 

1836 

464,907 

28,270 

9 

2 

24,075 

12 

8 

4,194 

16 

6 

- 

1837 

478,984 

29,496 

15 

26,475 

3 

5 1 

3,021 

11 

10 

- 

1838 

488,868 

30,442 

11 

1 | 

29,394 

5 

4 

1,048 

5 

9 

- 

1839 

530,576 

33,396 

10 

G 

37,652 

1 

- 

- 

- 

4,255  10  G 

1840 

528,209 

33,591 

10 

2j 

31,622 

6 

9j 

1,969 

3 

5 

— 

1841 

548,512 

34,494 

13 

5 

32,302 

13 

5 

2,192 

- 

- 

— 

1842 

498,898 

30,900 

11 

7 

31,915 

16 

n j 

- 

- 

1,009  5 4 

1843  | 

511,212 

32,101 

3 

5 

28,820 

7 

8 

3,340 

15 

9 

- 

Vessels  in  the  coal  trade  are  charged  1 s.  per  ton. 

All  other  vessels,  except  foreign  vessels,  not  privileged,  Is.  3d.  per  ton. 
Foreign  vessels  not  privileged,  Is.  Id.  per  ton. 

"Washed  and  screened  ballast,  double  price. 

All  vessels  in  docks  and  canals,  4 d.  per  ton  extra. 


Trinity-House,  London, 
7 July  1845. 


} 


(signed)  J.  Herbert,  Secretary. 


0.36. 
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Appendix,  No.  6 (O).  - 


A RETURN  of  the  Expense  of  Maintenance  of  each  of  the  Light  Estasushments  belonging  to  the  Corporation  of  Trinity  R.- 
A Light  Keepers,  Masters  of  Light  Vessels,  and  other  Persons,  or  the  Widows  of  such,  charged  upon  any  such  Establishments,  disttactfr^.vV 
Lighthouses,  28  February  1845.  "* 


— 

Agency. 

Wages. 

Victualling. 

Pensions. 

Rents, 
Taxes,  &c. 

Coals. 

OR 

St-,ra. 

East  Coast: 

£.  s.  d. 

£.  S.  a. 

£•  «•  d. 

£.  a.  d.  . 

£.  s.  d. 

£.  s,  d. 

£■  s.  d. 

£•  r.  i. 
2213  7 

Fern  - 
Ditto  - 

inner"! 

outer/ 

75  - - 

205  7 - . 

■ - " ' 

' - 

- 

86  10  9 

148  13  4 

Coquet,  and  Buoys 

- - 

136  4 8 ■ 

2 15  - 

18  16  - 

102  4 3 

8 3 7 

Tinmouth 

- - 

- - 

130  18  8 ■ 

' * - 

" * ‘ 

25  13  7 

10  5 0 

232  14  6 

1217  0 

Flambro’ 

50  - - 

116  2 6 

60  - - 

2 0 5 

28  - - 

303  1 6 

ia  510 

Spurn  - ■» 

-high"! 

163  18  - 

. 

59  - - 

201  8 3 

21  19  0 

390  5 - 

Ditto  - 

Ditto  - 

floating 

50  - - 

389  5 8 

301  2 6 

54.  _ _ 

- 

9 12  - 

139  7 7 

13  G 3 

Dudgeon 

floating 

50  - - 

389  5 8 

301  2 6 

57  - - 

9 12  - 

176  11  2 

14  3 -! 

Lynn  Well  - 

floating 

30  - - 

383  19  11 

298  2 6 

28  10  - 

" 

9 12  - 

176  11  2 

20  0 5 

Hunstanton  - 

- - 

- - 

150  18  8 

- - * 

25  - - 

6 15  4 

20  18  6 

75  11  8 

17  4 4 

Cromer 

- - 

30 

112  19  4 

- - - 

- - - 

4 10  - 

20  9 - 

267  7 - 

15  2 3 

Leman  and  Ower  - 

floating 

- - 

391  1 8 

301  2 6 

- - - 

- - 

10  19  6 

185  16  10 

3213  5 

Haisbro' 

floating 

20  - - 

391  1 8 

301  2 6 

• - • 

- 

11  10  - 

278  15  2 

70  1 3 

Ditto  - 
Ditto  - 

:S} 

50  - - 

210  13  - 

■ - - 

50  - - 

0 2 65 

69  4 9 

314  14  9 

73  - 8j 

Winterton 

- - 

30  - - 

115  18  8 

- - - 

- • ■ 

25  18  10 

11  8 - 

122  11  1 

10  0 7j 

Newarp 

floating 

80  - - 

391  1 8 

301  2 6 

17  10  - 

- - 

8 12  - 

107  5 3 

37  9 1. 

St.  Nicholas  Qatt  - 

floating 

- - 

387  15  - 

209  8 - 

- ' - 

- - 

8 17  - 

55  15  1 

1G  9 

Stanford 

floating 

80  - - 

391  1 8 

301  2 6 

39  10  8 

- - 

10  11  - 

55  15  1 

21  17  2j 

Lowestoft 

- high\ 

30  - - 

38  10  - 

5-8 

20  14  9 

56  19  7 

56  0 9- 

Ditto  - 

- low/ 

j 

Pahefield 

- * 

115  18  8 

- - - 

- - - 

3 - - 

8 12  - 

18  16  8 

16  2 9 

Orford  - 

- high/ 

13  3 2 

1 10  - 

47  8 - 

291  19  1 

144  5 19 

Ditto  - 

Shipwash 

floating 

- - 

388  18  8 

301  2 6 

- - - 

- " 

6 4 6 

130  1 8 

1911  1 

Harwich 

- high/ 

95  16  1 

13  11  8 

107  5 - 

25  10  5; 

Ditto  - 

i 

Galloper 

floating 

40  - - 

388  18  8 

301  2 6 

6 - - 

- - 

4 7 6 

167  5 3 

43  8 8j 

Kentish  Knock 

floating 

416  14  8 

290  2 - 

- - - 

- - 

12  10  - 

107  15  11 

43  2 1 ' 

Sank,  and  Buoys  - 

floating 

100  - - 

430  18  8 

301  2 6 

41  - - 

14  16  8 

14  9 0 

102  4 4 

30  19  3j 

Swin  Middle  - 

floating 

- - 

416  14  8 

288  15  - 

20  16  8 

- 

12  10  - 

100  7 3 

Maplin  - 

- - 

- - 

164  18  - 

80  8 - 

- - * 

- - 

7 10  - 

92  18  4 

1517 

Mouse  - 

floating 

- - 

415  1 4 

288  19  6 

- - - 

- 

12  10  - 

55  15  1 

Norc  - - - 

floating 

416  - - 

291  19  6 

- * - 

12  10  - 

58  19  3 

b'i  - 3 

English  Channel  : 

12  6 i 

J 

Foreland,  N.  * 

] 

r 120  10  2 

- - - 

40  - - 

■ 28  8 3 

18  9 - 

224  18  - 

i 

Ditto  - S.  - 

- high 

l 40  - - 

J 108  8 8 

- . . 

■ 20-11 

. - - 

. 207  18  3 

* ' 

- low. 

j 

1 105  9 4 

. 

• 16  14  - 

_ 

. 217  3 3 

22  9 8: 

Goodwin,  and  Buoys 

floating 

50  - - 

416  8 - 

306  4 - 

71  - - 

■ 53  12  - 

13  14  0 

! 250  17  8 

31 1311 

Gull  - 

floating 

40  - - 

385  15  - 

299  15  - 

68  10  - 

- 16  16  - 

13  14  ( 

I 232  6 - 

South  Sand  Head  - 

floating 

30  - - 

388  18  8 

i 302  18  ( 

i 14  3 1 

3 16  16  - 

13  14  i 

J 18  n 8 

34  13  7 

Dungeness 

. . 

- 40  - - 

116  - £ 

I . 

10  - ■ 

- 76  5 - 

29  5 ( 

3 228  18  8 

! 1216' 

Beachy  Head 

- • 

- 40  - - 

133  19  - 

- 4 5 £ 

I I 23  16  ■ 

- 355  13  - 

33  W 4 
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Appendix,  No.  5 (0). 


fcptfird  Strand,  in  the  Year  1843 ; distinguishing  Ordinary  from  Special  Charges,  and  allowing  the  Amount  of  Pensions  to  Superannuated 
General  Peasiocs  to  Distressed  Seamen,  &c.— (Pursuant  to  an  Order  of  the  Select  Committee  of  the  Honourable  The  House  of  Commons,  ca 


Col  3 3 
Si  5 11 
$0  13  3 
115  8 11 
55  6 3 
10310  5 
ICO  7 8 
71  10  10 
1810  1 
20  7 5 
156  15  11 
81  7 7 
59  18  10J] 
4 6 10 
73  8 4 
52  7 3 
50  6 - 
38  11  1 
15  10  2 


1GC17  6 
11  16  - 
200  -11 
07  15  - 
331  1 7 
435  17  7 
93  1 4 


12115  7 
5 C 9 
416  6 
128  0 Gj| 
30  ] 4 
33  14  11 
1113  1 
HO  18  10 


Boat-hire, 

Medicine 

Advertise- 

Stores,  &c. 

Pilotage, 
Salvage, 
&. c. 

Attendance. 

Sundries. 

Stationery, 
Postage,  See. 

TOTAL. 

Returned 
or  Sold. 

Ordinary 

Charges. 

Special 

Repairs. 

TOTAL 

CHARGE. 

£.  i. 

d. 

£.  3. 

d. 

£•  a- 

d. 

£.  3. 

d. 

£. 

*. 

d. 

£. 

3. 

d. 

£.  s. 

d. 

£.  r. 

d. 

£• 

33  11 

- 

5 - 

~ 

3 7 

~ 

2 7 

~ 

1,023 

17 

11 

- 

1,023  17 

11 

2,G04  8 

3 

0,028 

u 

8 6 

6 

- - 

~ 

3 7 

1 

1,162 

8 

- 

- 

1,152  8 

- 

42  - 

- 

1,194 

8 - 

6 9 

- 

- - 

- 

- 1 

- 

505  12 

11 

5C5  12 

11 

2,155  8 

5 

2,GG1 

I 4 

6 9 

- “ 

- - 

1 15 

2 

701 

9 

4 

701  9 

4 

- - 

- 

701 

9 4 

0 9 

- 

- - 

- - 

- 

2 13 

1 

929 

8 

G 

4 

5 

- 

925  3 

6 

2,443  3 

10 

3,368 

7 4 

6 9 

- 

- 16 

- 

102  19 

3 

5 3 

1 

1,186  11 

8 

12 

8 

8 

1,174  3 

- 

1,174 

3 

7 9 

- 

3 8 

102  19 

3 

4 16 

7 

1,240  14 

10 

- 

1,246  14 

10 

- - 

- 

1,246 

14  10 

7 9 

- 

- 7 

- 

119  3 

2 

5 13 

3 

1,151 

11 

3 

- 

1,151  11 

3 

- - 

- 

1,151 

11  3 

- 

- ' 

- 

- 17 

10 

314 

16 

5 

314  16 

5 

- - 

- 

314 

16  5 

6 9 

- 

1 2 

3 

478 

6 

8 

- 

- 

478  G 

8 

- - 

- 

478 

6 3 

119  0 

4 

19  17 

8 

35  12 

5 

3 16 

5 

1,257 

3 

- 

- 

1,257  3 

- 

- - 

1,257 

3 - 

14  13 

8 

8 3 

" 

35  12 

5 

3 - 

30 

1,215 

8 

G 

500 

13 

2 

714  15 

4 

- - 

- 

714 

15  4 

6 9 

- 

8 - 

- 

5 1 

11 

843 

5 

6 

- 

- 

843  5 

C 

67  6 

- 

910 

10  0 

6 9 

- 

- - 

- 

- 

- 5 

2 

333 

4 

2 

7 

17 

8 

325  G 

6 

- - 

See  Orford. 

25  - 

5 

9 - 

11 

35  12 

5 

2 13 

- 

1,148  15 

7 

9 

5 

3 

1,139  10 

4 

- - 

1,139 

10  4 

12  4 

3 

1 0 

7 

35  12 

5 

2 1C 

3 

872  11 

5 

- 

- 

872  11 

15 

- - 

- 

872 

11  5 

12  9 

3 

3 15 

0 

35  12 

5 

2 16 

9 

1,014 

3 

8 

- 

1,014  3 

8 

13  7 

9 

1,027 

11  5 

18  11 

6 

5 14 

G 

3 11 

G 

1 7 

9 

408 

4 

9 

G 

5 

4 

401  19 

5 

- - 

- 

401 

10  & 

8 2 

- 

- 

- - 

- 

- 10 

0 

18G 

18 

9 

- 

- 

- 

180  18 

9 

- - 

- 

136 

18  O 

7 G 

G 

- - 

11  2 

- 

1 13 

9 

1,026 

14 

0 

- 

- 

- 

1,020  14 

6 

008  1 

G 

2,050 

2 0 

G 9 

11  15 

6 

37  9 

- 

7 11 

- 

1,87G 

- 

6 

2 

11 

- 

1,373  9 

5 

2,120  15 

- 

3,000 

4 6 

G 9 

- 

23  19 

- 

2 5 

10 

501 

4 

10 

- 

- 

501  4 

10 

75  13 

- 

576 

17  10 

6 9 

- 

14  10 

- 

37  9 

- 

9 13 

4 

1,284 

4 

10 

3 

8 

- 

1,280  10 

10 

1,031  15 

11 

2,312  12  » 

G 9 

1 5 

3 

- - 

- 

3 9 

4 

979 

3 

3 

14 

9 

- 

964  14 

3 

815  7 

2 

1,780 

1 5 

19  16  10 

5 15 

G 

74  18 

- 

24  16 

3 

1,491 

19 

6 

- 

- 

1,491  19 

0 

41  19 

7 

1,533  19  I 

0 9 

- 

1 12 

3 

- - 

1 7 

4 

1,301 

1 

8 

- 

- 

1,301  1 

8 

1,790  12 

3 

3,097 

13  XI 

G 9 

1 17 

G 

- - 

- 

- 11 

4 

463  10 

11 

- 

- 

403  10 

11 

- - 

- 

403 

10  11 

6 9 

- 

- 13 

6 

- - 

- 11 

4 

830 

8 

5 

- 

- 

830  8 

5 

- - 

830 

8 5 

C 9 

1 15 

G 

- - 

- 11 

4 

884 

5 

1 

- 

884  5 

1 

• - 

- 

884 

5 1 

12  18 

- 

- . 

2 1 

C 17  9 

' ■ 

- - 

- 

- - 

- 18 

1,333 

13 

4 

- 

- 

1,333  13 

4 

4,289  5 

6i 

5,092 

14  9 

- - 

- - 

- 10 

2.' 

1 62  OllJ 

26  1G 

8 

- 13 

92  3 

8 

11  3 

3J 

1,452 

16 

3 

1 

18 

3 

1,450  18 

“ 

(20  1 

cj} 

1,470  10  6 

8 

7 18 

G 

64  13 

3 

4 6 

1 

1,230 

14 

8 

- 

‘ 

1,230  14 

8 

49G  6 
(12  10 

1,739 

11  2 

" 

- 

46  12 

7 

4 4 

1 

910 

17 

2 

19 

3 

909  17 

11 

(12  10 

922 

7 11 

- 

- - 

- 

- - 

- 18 

- 

532 

5 

7 

- 

- 

532  5 

7 

3,071  15  11 

3,604 

1 0 

1G  9 

- - 

- 

■ 

> 3 10 

1 

728 

6 

11 

- 

728  6 11 

- 

728  0 11 
( continued.) 
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ENGLISH  CHANNE h—contd.  £. 
Owers,  and  Buoys  - floating  33 
Bembridge 


Calshot 
St.  Catherine’s 


floating 

floating 


33 


Needles 
Hurst  - 
Ditto  - 


highjl 


Caskets  - 

Start  - 
Edystone  - 

Faimouth  Harbour 
Lizard  - east"!  I 

Ditto  - west"/ 1 

Longships  and  Beacons  - 
Seven  Stones  - - floating 

Scillv  - 


G 8 
! G 8 


Bristol  Channel: 
Lundy  - 

Bideford  - - - 


Burnham.  - 
English  and  "I  A 

W elehGrounds,&Buoys  J 
Avon  - 


Usk  - 
Flathohn 


Nash  - 
Ditto  - 
Caldy  - 
Milford  - 
Ditto 


east  or  liigh"\ 


- high! 

- - low  J j 

St.  George’s  Channel 


South  Bishop  - - - - 

Bardsey  - • 

South  Stack  - 

Skerries  - 

Menai  - - - - - 

Air,  and  Buoys  in  the  “ Dee”  - 
St.  Bees  - 


Colonial: 

Heligoland 

Gibraltar 


Spare  Light  Vessel  - 
Ditto  ditto  Yarmouth 


Wages. 

Victualling- 

Pensions. 

Rent, 
axes,  &c. 

Coals. 

Oils. 

£.  s.  d. 
403  G 2 

£.  s. 
301  7 

d. 

£.  s.  d. 
118  G 4 

£.  s.  ,1. 
18  - - 

£■  s.  d. 
11  4 6 

£.  s.  d. 
130  7 8 

401  - 8 

304  17 

G 

27  5 - 

- - 

11  10  - 

267  12  9 

394  17  4 

306  14 

6 

- - 

- - 

13  1 6 

148  13  G 

115  18  8 

G 4 10 

23  18  8 

151  15  1J 

283  1 10 

- 

- 

75  - - 

2 5 G 

58  4 6 

245  12  5 

183  18  - 

. - 

20  - - 

18  1 2 

41  10  4 

384  3 4 

58  10  4 

183  13 

4 

. . - 

- - 

9 13  8 

278  15  1 

115  18  8 

- - 

- 

1 4 - 

13  5 - 

159  4 5 

215  17  4 

113  5 

- 

90  - - 

20  - - 

8 14  6 

204  8 4 

116  1 2 

- 

1 7 - 

21  19  7 

121  10  - 

214  10  8 

- - 

- - - 

4 2 11 

41  1 9 

419  4 8 

150  G 4 

112  - 

- 

14  - - 

5 - - 

7 12  2 

211  15  - 

543  13  - 

422  8 

- 

. . - 

4 10  - 

8 - - 

111  10  - 

120  19  6 

- - 

G6  1 8 

- 14  2 

10  7 - 

313  9 2 

123  8 8 

. 

31  10  - 

31  - - 

494  C 2 

125  2 8 

- - 

18  - - 

9 - - 

20  2 G 

18  11  8 

- 1G7  13  - 

- - 

12  - - 

7 19  5 

20  10  4 

03  15  10 

- 427  18  8 

301 

6 

- - - 

10  - - 

10  - - 

120  16  - 

115  18  8 

- 

- _ - 

10  7 11 

24  7 6 

83  12  8 

130  18  8 

- - 

. - - 

8 10  3 

102  14  4 

130  18  8 

- - 

- 

15  - - 

5 17  - 

41  15  - 

141  7 8 

178  18  - 

- - 

_ . - 

4 7 5 

20  6 - 

237  7 C 

115  18  8 

- 

. . . 

27  10  - 

176  11  3 

- 1G3  18  - 

- - 

15  - - 

9 4 2 

31  1G  - 

298  3 7 

227  10  10 

. . 

423  10  3 

8 - - 

G 3 6 

2G9  9 4 

178  18  - 

- - 

- 

. . - 

8 - - 

17  - - 

83  12  8 

119  18  8 

- - 

- 

80  - - 

22  19  - 

121  7 6 

- 152  19  4 

- - 

- 

. . . 

38  14  - 

30  16  9 

255  7 2 

- 127  18  8 

- - 

3 - - 

44  7 3 

323  6 6 

- 109  - - 

- - 

- - 

9 G 10 

28  - - 

148  13  6 

- 208  11  - 

27 

6 

25  - - 

40  10  9 

24  13  5 

103  7 4 

115  18  8 

- • 

12  - 

- 19  5 

17  3 9 

139  7 8 

- 120  18 

. 

19  13  11 

254  19  7 

121  17 

- 

- - 

40  - - 

106  13  6 

. 

. . 

. 

3 0 

- - 

4 19  - 

■ • ; 

- 10,552  1G 

7,479 

9 1 

1,759  19 

871  5 1 

1,430  4 

12,910  7 -1 

71 10  ij  i 

82  ID;  | 

Hi 

20  G li  j 


) 2 ; 


S3  i 3j 

8 12  »i 


20  2 2; 
12  4 J! 


The  regulated  salaries  or  wages  to  the  keepers  of  lighthouses,  and  masters  and  mates  of  light  vessels,  and  from  whic 
exceptions,  are  as  follows,  in  addition  of  a suit  of  clothes  annually  to  each,  viz. 

Principal  keepers  - - - - - - £.  G5  per  annum. 

Assistant  ditto  ------  45  „ , ^iem  allowed 

Masters  of  light  vessels,  5 1.  per  month,  and  20 1.  per  annum  for  house  rent:  mates  of  ditto,  4,1.  per  month;  Is.  ho.  p 

victualling  to  each. 

Trinity  House,  London,! 

10  April  1845.  f 
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I £.  i.  d. 
j 137  10  - 


,, 


ED  15  9 
1315  1 
9 4 10‘| 
135  9 7 
S34  11  10 


191  : 


78  0 3 
144  19  11 


1 12 


493  1G 
2 5 10 
5 18  3 
013  15  4 
8 -11 
163  15  6 
75  8 2 


135  15  6 
12  -10 
25  10  1 
89  11  8 
27  5 8 


302  2 7 
20  3 9 


07  3 10 
130  15  9 


43  8 3 
59  3 1 


Medicine 

~ 

Advertise- 

“ 

“““ 

Pilotag- 

, 

and 

Sundries. 

TOTAL. 

Returned 

Ordinary 

Special 

Salvage,  See. 

Attendance. 

Postage, 

See. 

or  Sold. 

Charges. 

Repairs. 

£•  s. 

d. 

£• 

d. 

£. 

s. 

d. 

£.  s. 

d. 

£.  J. 

d. 

£•  e. 

d. 

£.  s. 

d. 

£.  *.  d. 

6 10 

~ 

6 9 

- 

189 

4 10 

3 1 

11 

1,431  8 

3 

1 9 

9 

1,429  18 

6 

(113  - lj} 
222  1C  11 

22  7 

8 

8 5 

2 

148 

1 

11 

2 9 

9 

1,669  1 

3 

255  - 

G 

1,414  - 

0 

- 10 

4 

8G 

G 

- 

2 15 

2 

1,095  9 10 

. 

1,005  9 

10 

(148  --)J 

7 12 

6 

- - 

41 

12 

5 

2 7 

6 

GOO  5 

8 

. 

600  5 

8 

(85  --)/ 
ICO  9 9) 

(42  --)/ 

12  18 

" 

G5 

10 

G 

3 4 

1 

933  11 

1 

- 

933  11 

1 

'(00  -)} 

8 9 

- 

10  - 

- 

08 

- 

- 

3 11 

2 

1,002  15 

10 

. 

_ 

1,002  15 

10 

G1  19 

163  11 

5 

- 18 

- 

- 

2 2 

8 

870  19 

6 

- - 

870  19 

6 

(67  18  -)/ 

6 9 

- 

- * 

- 

- 14 

10 

311  9 

7 

- - 

311  9 

7 

09  G - 

8 9 

- 

- - 

- 

277 

4 

5 

2 16 

- 

1,000  10 

9 

- 14 

- 

1,000  2 

0 

84  10  1 

G 9 

- 

- - 

- 

• 

- 

1 2 

- 

312  G 

2 

- - 

- 

312  G 

2 

- - . 

6 9 

- ' 

- 

- 

3 19 

9 

786  14 

8 

5 12 

- 

781  2 

8 

2,530  17  11 

54  6 

6 

- - 

- 

- 

10  1 

G 

777  6 

8 

- - 

- 

777  5 

8 

449  10  7 

194  10 

" 

10  9 

- 

23  15 

7 

11  - 

3 

2,276  4 

G 

G 18 

2 

2,209  6 

4 

- - . 

8 11 

- 

- • 

' 

1 14 

11 

782  - 

3 

- - 

782  - 

3 

- * - 

6 9 

- 

- 7 

4 

393 

10 

9 

2 19  10 

1,193  15 

11 

. 

. 

1,193  15 

11 

3,848  8 10 

- 

- ' 

- 

115 

l 

- 

4 - 

9 

489  3 

10 

- - 

489  3 10 

288  5 10 

- - 

26 

5 

9 

- 11 

8 

360  - 

- 

- - 

- 

3G0  - 

_ 

- - . 

9 10 

- 

7 13 

2 

835 

8 

- 

11  13 

2 

2,281  3 

9 

- - 

2,281  3 

D 

99  G 5 

- * 

- - 

- 

77 

17 

6 

2 19 

4 

346  2 

3 

- - 

346  2 

3 

1G6  13  - 

- 

111 

3 

- 

3 2 

6 

390  13 

3 

- - 

- 

390  13 

3 

351  3 3 

48  19 

6 

- 

5 - 

- 

659  14 

3 

- - 

GOO  14 

3 

1,207  8 9 

8 19 

- 

- - 

90 

11 

- 

4 5 

9 

C04  1G 

9 

5 8 

1 

599  7 

10 

. . . 

20  - 

• - 

- 

- 

1 8 

0 

562  14 

7 

- - 

- 

0G2  14 

7 

1,219  11  G 

6 9 

172 

3 

" 

3 G 11 

815  8 

3 

58  1 

4 

757  6 

11 

347  1 - 

G 9 

- 

- - 

- 

432 

12 

- 

3 4 

1 

1,575  13 

9 

3 7 

_ 

1,072  G 

9 

285  11  9 

8 9 

- 

- ' 

- 

107 

6 

- 

2 18  10 

44G  11 

- 

1 10 

3 

444  14 

9 

27  8 - 

17  6 

6 

* - 

- 

120 

- 

- 

3 3 

4 

550  IG 

1 

2G  - 

- 

524  16 

1 

- . - 

6 9 

- - 

- 

. 

4 10 

2 

697  17 

1 

- - 

697  17 

1 

- - . 

56  8 

9 

’ - 

- 

- 

- 11 

3 

525  19 

5 

- - 

- 

526  19 

5 

812  14  5 

- 

- - 

- 

71 

5 

- 

3 G 

5 

431  5 

11 

- - 

431  5 11 

40  - - 

103  16 

- 

- 

111 

- 

G 

5 0 

6 

1,023  7 

10 

- - 

- 

1,023  7 

10 

2,000  16  5 

2 6 

2 

350  10 

4 

- ' 

- 

359  10 

4 

6 9 

- 

- 

529  6 

9 

. 

029  6 

9 

- . . 

' 

' ‘ 

8 19 

2 

462  - 

11 

• - 

- 

462  - 

11 

258  G 7 

- 

- - 

12  16 

6 

- - 

- 

89  12 

2 

- . 

. 

89  12 

2 

. - . 

- - 

- 

- 

- 

- - 

- 

70  5 

4 

- 

70  5 

4 

- - ' 

1,320  19 

5 

149  .17 

4 

4,482 

4 

5 

255  8 

GJ 

C0,G74  8 

7 

928  8 

G 

59,746  - 1 

37,133  12  0 

410  15  7 
1,034  18  10 


3,312  - 7 
1,220  1C  3 
2,269  G 4 


TOTAL 

CHARGE. 


£•  s.  d. 
1,542  18  10 
1,784  16  10 
1,180  9 10 
811  15  5 


993  11  1 


1,132  12  10 
870  19  G 


312  G 


782 


5,042  4 9 
777  9 8 
360  - - 
2,330  10  2 
512  15  3 
741  1G  G 
1,927  3 - 
590  7 10 
1,782  G 1 
1,104  7 11 


472 


!) 


524  1C  1 
097  17  1 
1,338  13  10 


471 


11 


3,120  4 3 
359  10  4 


529  G 9 
720  7 0 


89  12  2 
70  6 4 


The  figures  within  parentheses,  under  the  head  “ Special  Repairs,”  show  the  amount  of  such  repairs  for  the  district  tenders. 


o-36. 


<E.  E.) 

3 F 2 

Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


(signed)  J.  Herbert,  Secretary. 
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rehind  (South) 


Walker,  for  the  Ballast  Depart-  ' Walker,  for  the  Ballast  Depart- 
ment, in  the  year  1834  Nil.  — — men t,  in  the  year  1839 

Ditto  - ditto  - - 1835  40  10  - 40  10  - Ditto  - ditto  - - 1840  - 

Ditto  - ditto  - - 1836  26  5 - 15  3 - 41  8 - Ditto  - ditto  - - 1841  - 


Rocks  - 

Lightning  Conductors  - 
Steam  Furnace  Grates 
General  Business 
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AN  ABSTRACT  of  the  Total  Sum  actually  expended  for  the  Bembridge  Light  in 
each  of  the  last  Ten  Years,  before  the  Light  was  delivered  over  to  the  Trinity 
House. 


1826 

1827 

1828 


1829 

1830 

1831 

1832 

1833 

1834 

1835 
1836* 


Admiralty,  3 June  1845. 


£.8; 


jl  10  ,5 
703  7 7 
708  3 9 
801  18  1 
749  8 7 
718  10  1 
701  6 11 
710  3 8 
679  '5  - 
706  2 2 
390  13  5 See  details  (A). 


J.  T.  Briggs,  Accountant-general  of  the  Navy. 


Appendix,  No.  5 

(Q)- 

Expense  of  the 
Bembridge  Light, 
1826  to  1836. 


(A.)— AN  ABSTRACT  of  the  Charges  for  the  Bembridge  Light  Vessel  from  the 
1st  January  to  the  mb  August  1836,  when,  by  Act  6 & 7 Will.  4,  c.  70,  it  becttme 
testeil  in  the  Corporal, on  of  Trinity,  by  whom  the  entire  Expense  of  maintaining  the 
same  is  thenceforth  to  be  borne  without  Charge  to  Her  Majesty’s  Government 


{Master  at  £.5  - 
Mate  - - 4 _ 
Lamplighter  2 10 
Cook  - - 2 7 
Seamen  - 2 k 

victualling  - ditto  - ditto  - at  1 s.  4 id.  per  day 
Apothecary’s  Bills 

House-rent  to  the  master  at  20 1.  per  annum  - 

Ditto  - _ mate  at  10Z.  - ditto  - 

Salary  to  the  agent  at  Portsmouth,  10/.  per  quarter 

Ditio  - ditto  - in  town  - ditto  - 

Pension  to  the  widow  of  the  late  master,  at  10/.  per  annum 

Umo  _ d itto  - of  a seaman,  at  7 1.  per  annum 


- per  month 


£.  s.  d. 

175  10  u 


102  11 

5 16 
12  6 

<5  3 
24  33 
24  13 

6 3 
4 6 


Incidental  Expenses. 


Soap  - 
Coals  - 

Brass  sheave-blocks,  nails,  tar,  brushes,  brooms,  &c.  - 

Boats,  repairs  of  - 
Casks,  repairs  of  - 
Tallow  - _ _ 

Freight  of  packages,  &c.  - 

Postage  and  stamps  - 

Expenses  of  agent  and  sub-commissioner,  for  attending  on  board  the 
vessel  to  investigate  a complaint  against  the  master  by  the  crew  - 

£. 


10  6 
3 18 
2 2 
“ 7 
- 14 


was  paid  by  order  of  the  Lords  of  the  Admiralty  to  the  Accountant- 
iimnoV  u * ?■  ?ctober  lS37;  an£l  during  the  time  the  expense  of  this  light  was 
ne  by  the  Admiralty,  the  vote  usually  taken  was  750 1.  per  annum. 

J.  T.  Briggs,  Accountant-general  of  the  Navy. 


14  May  1845. 


Trinity  hII!'*1  ^u§ust  *836,  from  which  date  the  light  became  vested  in  the  Corporation  of  the 
Will.  4,  c ’ and  llie  exPense  thereof  was  to  be  borne  by  that  Corporation,  under  Act  6 & 7 


O.36. 


3» 
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APPENDIX  TO  REPORT  FROM  THE 


A RETURN  from  tile  Ompointion  of  Tiukity  House  of  Deptford  Strand,  showing  the  Espouse  of  Maintenance  of 
Bemheidge  Floatisg  lien,  from  the  13th  August  1836  to  31st  December  1343,  dRUed  under  the  following  Heads: 


DATE. 

Agency. 

Wages. 

Victualling. 

Pensions. 

Coals. 

Oil. 

Stores. 

-t 

Repairs, 

From  13  Aug.j 
to31  Dec. 1836 J 
For  the  year  1837 
Ditto  - 1838 
Ditto  - 1839 
Ditto  - 1840 
Ditto  - 1841 
Ditto  - 1842 
Ditto  - 1843 

£. 

£.  s.  d. 
15  6 6 

40  - - 
40  - - 

40  - - 
40  - - 
40  - - 
35  - - 
33  6 8 

£.  s.  d. 
116  13  6 
375  18  - 
396  4 6 
393  - - 
396  1 6 
385  16  4 
399  14  8 
401  - 8 

£.  s.  d. 
60  12  9 
270  12  3 
304  7 - 
301  2 6 

304  17  6 

325  4 - 

305  10  - 
304  17  6 

£.  s.  d. 

0 10  4 
17  - - 
17  - - 
16  8 6 
16  - - 
19  17  - 
37  2 - 
27  5 - 

£.  s.  d. 
3 - - 
9 18  - 

10  3 - 

11  14  6 

117  6 

11  4 - 

9 7- 
11  10  - 

£.  s.  d. 
121  16  6 
45  4 7 : 

64  6 3 
210  12  10 
123  1 10 

157  16  6 
102  10  6 
207  12  9 

£.  s.  d. 
16  17  4 

19  14  2 
14  18  8 
29  18  4 

20  6 4 
50  8 2 
23  1 11 

6 18  4 

£.  s.  d. 
7 2 10 
53  10  8 
73  2 0 
63  9 10 
19S  2 io 

22  2 G 
13  7 8 
435  5 10 

283  13  2 

2,864  9 2 

2,177  3 6 

, 

157  2 10 

78  4 - 
i 

1,093  1 9 
1 

182  3 3 

866  4 11 

Boat  Hire, 
Salvage, 
Pilotage, 
&c. 


£.  s.  d. 
4 16  2 

14  3 8 

13  6 9 
8 1 10 

14  8 9 

13  3 9 

7 12  3 


- 10 


Medicine 

and 

Attendance. 


£.  s.  d. 
-30 
- 7 - 

6 13  - 
2 12  6 
17  1 8 

15- 


43  11  8 


156  10 
80  13 


426  8 4 


Advertise- 

ments, 

Printing-, 

Stationery, 

&c. 


£.  s.  d. 

1 7 10 

2 16  1 

3 6 11 
3 5 9 

3 13  6 

17  17  5 


37  10  2 


£.  s.  d. 
354  7 3 
849  4 5 
942  8 10 
1,080  6 7 
1,186  3 11 

1,201  5 3 
1,024  10  1 

1,669  1 3 


8,307  13  7 


Stores,  &c. 
Returned  or 
Sold. 


£.  s.  d. 
1 17  - 
7 16  8 


204  14 


Ordinary 

Charges. 


£.  s.  d. 
334  7 3 
847  7 5 
942  8 10 
1,072  9 11 
1,186  3 11 

1,201  5 3 
1,024  10  1 


Special 

Repairs. 


788  17 
325  8 


(10 


5,213  10  91 
(490  - -)f| 

222  16  1' 
(148  - -) 


7,290  12  8 


1,267  17  - 
1,072  9 11 
1,288  3 11 

1.201  5 3 
0,728  6 10 


15,333  12 


The  figures  in  small  type  between  parentheses,  vide  column  “ Special  Repairs,”  show  the  amount  of  such  repairs  for  the  district 
tender. 

J-  Herbert, 

Secretary. 


Trinity  House,  London, 
22  May  1845. 


Appendix,  No.  5 (R). 


NET  AMOUNT  received  by  the  Corporation  of  Trinity  House  of  Deptford  Strond  for  Light  and  Buoyage  Duties 
in  the  Years  as  understated. 


Year. 

Number  of 
Establishments 
for  which 
Tolls 

were  received. 

Net  Revenue. 

Number  of 
Establishments 
for  which 
Tolls 

were  received. 

Net  Revenue. 

1831 

33 

£.  s.  d. 
84,146  11  1 

1841 

68 

£.  $.  d. 

225,825  3 11  £ 

1832 

42 

86,867  11  5 J 

1842 

70 

246,367  10  6£ 

1833 

42 

91,585  7 4£ 

1843 

70 

246,402  - 1 J 

£. 

262,599  9 11  J 

£. 

718,694  14  7| 

Year. 

Number  of 
Establishments 
for  which 
Tolls 

were  received. 

. Net  Revenue. 

1842 

70 

£.  s.  d. 
246,367  10  6J 

1843 

70 

246,402  - 

1844 

72 

254,910  3 7 i 

£. 

747,679  14 

made  between  these  two  periods ; but  there  is  a surplus  in  favour  of  years  1842,  1843,  and  1844,  of  £•  29,084  l»  ■ - 
as  compared  with  1841,  1842,  and  1843. 

Note. — In  1832  the  South  Sand  Head  Light  was  exhibited  only  ten  months,  the  Nash  Point  Light  four  months,  an 
the  dues  received  by  the  Corporation  for  the  Forelands  only  six  months.  _ . , tj)ree 

In  1841  the  Gibraltar  Light  was  exhibited  live  months,  the  Seven  Stones  Light  four  months,  the  Coquet  fog'1  ^ ^ 
months,  and  the  dues  received  by  the  corporation  for  the  Skerries  three  months,  and  on  three-fourths  of  the  revcuu 
Spurn  Shore  Lights  only  nine  months. 

. In  1S44  the  Cork  Ledge  Light  was  exhibited  only  eight  months. 

Trinity  House,  London, \ j Herbert,  Secretary. 

14  August  1845.  J 
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Appendix,  No.  5 (S). 

A RETURN  of  the  Assie£Mo  Number  of  Emms  of  Vessels,  for  which  Iioht  Doties  have  been  Paid  to  the  Tnia-irv 
Booed,  at  each  Port  and  Creek  in  England  and  Wales,  and  in  Scotland  and  Ireland,  in  the  Year  1843,  diatmgmsMog  the 
dumber  of  Vessels  in  each  Kingdom. 


ENGLAND  AND  WALES. 


Abeiystwith 
Aberdovey  - 
Llansainfraed 
Akrdovey 
AMborough 
Orford  - 
Arundel  - 
Littleliampton 
Barnstaple 
Ilfracombe 
Lynmonth 
Beaumaris 
Amlwch 
Conway 
Carnarvon  - 
Pwllhely 
Portinllaen  - 
Portmadoo  - 
Barmouth 
Holyhead 
Berwick  - 
Budle  - 
Alemouth 
Bideford  - 


Wainfleet 

Saltfleet 

Spalding 

Bridgewater 

Minehead 

Watehet 

Bridlington 


Bristol  - 

Uphill  and  Weston-super- 
Mare  - 


Cardiff  . 

Aberthaw 
Cardigan  - 
Aberayon 

Carlisle*  - 
Chepstow 
Chester  - 

Flint  and  Bagilt  - 
Vepre  - 
Mostyn 
Bhyddlan 
Chichester 
Emsworth  - 

Clay  . . 


c.,,rT61 

Newport 

Dartmouth 

Erhham 


■orquay 

Salcombe 


168 

598 

356 


567 

651 

208 

574 


154 

131 

159 

454 

172 

179 

586 


771 

233 


660 

2,468 

210 


204 

4,881 


209 


1,879 

124 

724 

207 


303 

263 

332 

47 


189 

144 

235 

103 

463 


465 

433 

79 

293 

249 

123 


Port  and  Creek. 


and 


Dover 

Folkstone,  Hythe. 
Sandgate  - 1 

Exeter  - 
Topsham  - 
Exmouth  - 
Teignmouth  - 
Falmouth  - 
Penryn  - 
Favorsham  - 
Wliitstablc  - 
Herne  Bay  - 
Milton  - 
Fleetwood-  - 
Preston  - 
Lytham  - 
Fowey  - 

Pentowan  andMevagissey 
Charlestown  - 
Looe  - 


Gainsborough  - 
Keadby  - 

Gloucester  - - - 

Lydney  - 

Beachley  - 
Goolo  - 
Selby  - 

Grimsby  - - - 

Gweolc  - 
Harwich  - 
Mistley  - 

Walton  and  Thorpe 
Hull  - - - 

Ipswich  - 
Lancaster  - 

Glassondock  - 
Tllverstone  - 
Ireleth  and  Angerton 
Barrow  - 

Leigh  - 

Liverpool  - - 

Runcorn  - 

Lynn  - 
Heacham  - 

Wisbeach  - 

Llanelly  - 
Pembrey  - 

Laugharne  - 

Carmarthen  - 

Loughor  - 

London  - 
Lyme  - 

Maldon  - 
Burnham  - 

Bradwell  - 

Maryport  - 
Milford  - 

Littlehaven  and  Moulton 
Solva  - - - 

Penbroko  - 

Tenby  and  Sandersfoot  - 
Haverfordwest 


652 

1,011 


257 

633 

406 

199 

136 


195 

126 

284 

125 

154 

152 


247 


1,228 

228 

112 

2,692 

333 


62 


103 

457 

377 

115 

4,263 

1,084 


75 


49 


208 

8,716 

1,224 

2,301 

114 

1,349 

648 


12 


1.47 

282 


32,131 

142 

679 

223 


95 


Port  and  Creek. 


Newcastle 
North  Shields 
Blythe  - 
Wark  worth  - 
Newhaven 
Newport  - 
Padstovv  - 
Port  Isaac  - 
Bude  - 
Boseastle 
Newquay 
Penzance  - 
Plymouth  * 
Devonport 
Calstock 
Poole 
Swanage 
Portsmouth 
Fareham 
Ramsgate 
Margate 
Sandwich 
Rochester 
Sheerness 
Maidstone 
Rye 

Hastings 
Eastbourne  - 


St.  Ives  - 
Hayle  - 

Portreath  and  St.  Agnes  - 


Scarborough 
Scilly 
Shoreham 
Brighton 
Southampton 
Lymington  - 
Christchurch  - 
Southwold 
Stockton  - 
Hartlepool 
Senham 

Middlesborough 
Swansea  - 
Portinon 
Port  Talbot  - 
Neath  - 
Portlicaul 
Sunderland 
Truro 
Point  - 
Wells 
Weymouth 

Whitby  - 

Whitehaven 
Maryport 
Workington  - 
Woodbridge 
Woodbridge  Haven 
Yarmouth 
Lowestoft 


Total  Number  of  Entries  in  England  and  Wales  - - - 129,368. 

The  above  number  is  the  aggregate  of  single  entries,  but  each  entry  is  necessarily  made  four  times. 
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6,251 

472 

358 


2,182 

301 


790 

1,918 

494 


576 

148 

1,490 


688 

286 

469 

119 

738 


2,114 

135 

163 


994 

S20 

384 


177 

2,449 

395 

379 

364 

345 

497 

616 

167 

231 

435 


27 


2,380 

193 
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APPENDIX  TO  REPORT  FROM  THE 


SCOTLAND. 


Port  and  Creek. 

Entries. 

Port  and  Creek. 

Entries. 

Port  and  Creek. 

Aberdeen  - 
Peterhead  - 
Stonehaven  - 
Newburgh  - 
Ayr  - 

Alloa  - 

Sterling,  Clackmannan,  & 1 
Kincardine  - * 1 

Banff  - 

Fraserburgh  - 
Buekie  - 
Garmouth  - 

Borrowstowness 
Inverkeithing 
Limekilns  - 

Campbeltown  - - - 

Dunbar  - - - - 

North  Berwick 
Eyemouth  - - - 

Dundee  - 

Broughty  Ferry 
South  Ferry  - - - 

Pollgavie  - - - 

Monifieth  - 

Port  Allen  - 

909 

180 

65 

77 

18 

34 

17 

213 

54 

48 

15 

89 

144 

12 

• 60 

14 
85 

1,262 

39 

15 
29 

16 

Dumfries  - 

Annan  - - - 

Fisherrow  - - - 

Prestonpans 
Glasgow  - 

Bowling  Bay 
Greenock  - 

Tobermory  - 

Rothsay  - 

Grangemouth  - - - 

Irvine 

Troon  - 

Saltcoats  - 

Ardrossan  - 

Inverness  - 

Cromarty  - 

Findhorn  - 

Lossiemouth 
Portmahomack 
Fort  George 
Fort  William 
Burgliead  - 

Isle  of  Man  (Douglas) 
Derbyliaven 
Peel  - 
Ramsay  - 

23 

16 

48 

1,180 

298 

3 

3 
740 

20  j 

103  1 

1 

16 

241 

102 

53 

65 

36 

64 

4 

26 

138 

192 

89 

1 

Kirkaldy  - 

Wemyss  and  Dysart 
Burntisland 
Anstruther  - 
St.  Andrew’s 

Crail  - - - - 1 

Elie  - - - 

Kirkwall  ... 

Strom  ness  - 

Leith  .... 
Lerwick  - 

Montrose  - - - 

Johnsliaven  - 
Arbroath  - 
Perth  - 

Ne%vburgh  - - - 

Port  Glasgow  - 
Stornoway  - 
Thurso  - 

Wick  .... 

Helmsdale  - 
Wigtown  - 

Port  William 

Entries. 


1,277 


7 

33 

62 

14 


Total  Number  of  Entries  in  Scotland  - - - - 9,940. 


The  above  number  is  the  aggregate  of  single  entries,  but  each  entry  is  necessarily  made  four  times. 


Port  and  Creek. 


Baltimore 
Beerhaven 
Bnntry  - 
Castle  Townsend 
Belfast 

Donaghadee  - 
Lame  - 
Coleraine  - 
Ballycastle  - 
Cork 
Kinsale 
Clonakilty  - 
Youghall 
Cove 


Port  and  Creek. 


Dublin  - 
Balbriggan 
Wicklow 
Arklow 
Drogheda 
Dunkalk 
Galway  - 
Limerick 
Kilrush 
Clare  - 
Tralee 

Londonderry 

Ballyraine 


Port  and  Creek. 


3,803 

119 

190 

145 

432 

399 


Nowry  - 
Newcastle  - 
Killough  and  Ardglass  - 
Strangford  - 
Ross  - 
Sligo  - 
Killala 

Ballina  - “ 

Bally  shannon 
Donegal  - 
Waterford  - 

Dungarvon 

Westport  and  Newport 
Wexford  - 

Barof  Lough  and  Bannow 


14 

1,180 

185 


Total  Number  of  Entries  in  Ireland 


The  above  number  is  the  aggregate  of  single  entries,  but  each  entry  is  necessarily  made  four  times. 


Trinity  House,  London, \ 
10  April  1845.  J 


(E.  E.) 


J.  Herlxrt,  Stcreturf- 
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Appendix,  No.  6. 


A RETURN  of  the  whole  Gross  and  Net  Receipts  and  Revenue  of  the  Corporation  of  the  Trinity-House  of  Deptford 
Strond  ; distinguishing  the  particular  Sources  from  which  the  same  are  derived ; together  with  a particular  and  detailed 
Account  of  the  Appropriation  of  the  same,  for  each  of  the  Years  1841  to  1843,  both  inclusive. 


1 1.) — A RETURN  of  the  whole  Receipt  and  Revenue  of  the  Corporation  of  Trinity-House  of  Deptford  Strond 
distinguishing  the  particular  Sources  from  which  the  same  are  derived;  together  with  a particular  and  detailed  Account 
of  the  Appropriation,  for  the  Year  1841. 


First. — Lighthouses,  &c.  not  transferred  or  purchased  under  the  Act  6 Sc  7 Will.  4,  c.  79. 


Source  from 

Gross  Amount 

Commission 

— 

which  the  Revenue 
is  derived. 

of 

Light  Duties. 

Collection. 

Net  Revenue. 

of 

Maintenance. 

Surplus 

Deficiency, 

LIGHTS : 

£. 

s. 

d. 

£. 

5. 

d. 

£. 

, 

d. 

£. 

5. 

d. 

£. 

5. 

d. 

£.  v.  d. 

One  lighthouse 

3,593 

3 

3 i 

H7 

*5 

3,445 

7 

u i 

97s 

*7 

9 

2,466 

10 

2j 

Edystone : 

One  lighthouse 
Milford : 

5,261 

3 

9 

195 

4 

5,066 

3 

5 

1,719 

*5 

8 

3.346 

7 

9 

Two  lighthouses 
Portland : 

6,467 

11 

9b 

338 

*4 

5 

6,128 

*7 

4 1 

949 

l 

- 

5,179 

16 

4 i 

Two  lighthouses 
St.  Bees : 

4,742 

8 

9 

165 

18 

St 

4.576 

10 

_a 

1,209 

12 

9 

3,366 

*7 

34 

One  lighthouse 

564 

12 

6 

34 

5 

*i 

530 

7 

4 2 

661 

10 

10 

. 

. 

-3-  3 6i 

Foulness : 

One  lighthouse 

4,933 

1 

9b 

169 

*5 

7 

4-763 

6 

2 i 

703 

11 

n 

4,059  14 

3 b 

Caskets : 

Three  light-towers  - 
Nore: 

4.518 

5 

li  i 

156 

12 

6J 

4,361 

*3 

5 

i,542 

3 

5 

2,819 

10 

- 

One  floating-light  - 
Well,  or  Dudgeon  : 

One  floating-light  - 
Flatholm : 

3,2i6 

9 

~ 

76 

7 

> i 

3, *40 

1 

10j 

924 

4 

8 

2,215 

*7 

2£ 

■ 

5,377 

15 

10  | 

194 

10 

n 

5,183 

5 

7 b 

1,241 

2 

2 

3,942 

3 

5i 

One  lighthouse 
lizard: 

2,059 

7 

74 

106 

12 

St 

i,952 

*4 

11  b 

1,412 

9 

2 

540 

5 

9 5 

Two  lighthouses 
Needles  and  Hurst : 

5,170 

1 

7 

192 

12 

-i 

4,977 

9 

61 

1,016 

5 

7 

3,96l 

3 

” h 

Three  lighthouses, 

and  one  lighthouse 
at  St.  Catherine's 

Point 

4,822 

16 

6 

170 

2 

61 

4,652 

*3 

i*  b 

2,532 

18 

1 

2,H9 

15 

*0  h 

One  floating-light  - 
Haisbro’ : 

Two  lighthouses  and 
Newark  floating- 
light  . S_ 

4,665 

4 

n 

161 

3 

4 

4,504 

~ 

9 h 

1,469 

18 

2 

3,034 

3 

7i 

4,902 

18 

3 b 

167 

7 

3£ 

4,735 

11 

-£ 

3,479 

12 

2 

1,255 

18 

10  i 

One  floating-light  - 

5,686 

u 

4* 

*93 

11 

2 

5,493 

- 

af 

1,878 

9 

31 
+ J 

°ne  floating-light  - 
Sunk; 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1,712 

8 

1.Q02 

a 

74 

One  floating-light  - 
Galloper  ■ 

7,064 

5 

4 £ 

239 

- 

3 

6,825 

5 

* £ 

1,809 

9 

3,509 

*5 

i°  £ 

One  floating-light  . 
Hambro’ : 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1,505 

*9 

u] 

One  lighthouse 
Sonth  Stack: 

5,260 

2 

9 h 

*97 

*5 

«i 

5,062 

7 

7 

842 

5 

- 

4,220 

2 

7 

°*  lighthouse 

4,337 

3 

-4 

223 

3 

9 4 

4>*i3 

*9 

3 

784 

9 

3 

3,329 

10 

- 

Three  lighthouses  - 

3,633 

_ 

1 i 

166 

11 

4 i 

3,466 

8 

81 

919 

13 

11 

2,54-6 

14 

9b 

0.36. 
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APPENDIX  TO  REPORT  FROM  THE 


Revenue  of  the  Corporation  of  Trinity-House  of  Deptford  Strand,  and  Appropriation,  for  the  Year  1841-co„ijBI(e4 


Source  from 
which  the  Revenue 
is  derived. 


Lights— continued. 
Lowestoft : 

Two  lighthouses; 
one  lighthouse  at 
Pakeficld,  and  one 
floating  lightin  the 
Stanford  Channel 
Ayr : 

One  lighthouse  and 
buoys  in  the  River 
Dee  - - - 

Lundy : 

One  lighthouse 
Spurn ; 

One  floating  light  - 
Bideford  Bar : 

Two  lighthouses 
Bardsey : 

One  lighthouse 
Usk: 

One  lighthouse 
Lynn  Well : 

One  floating-light  - 
Beachy  Head : 

One  lighthouse 
Caldy : 

One  lighthouse 
Burnham : 

Two  lighthouses 
Haisbro’  Sand,  North 
End: 

One  floating-light  - 
South  Sand  Head : 

One  floating-light  - 
Forelands : 

Three  lighthouses  - 
Nash ; 

Two  lighthouses 
Falmouth  Harbour : 

One  lighthouse 
Start : 

One  lighthouse 
Swin  Middle : 

One  floating-light  - 
Shipwash,  N.  E. : j 

One  floating-light  - j 
St.  Nicholas  Gatt: 

One  floating-light  - 
Menai : 

One  lighthouse 
Bristol  Channel : 

One  floating-light 
and  buoys,  &c., 
and  one  lighthouse 
at  the  entrance  of 
the  Avon  - 
Maplin : 

One  lighthouse 
Mouse : 

One  floating-light  - 
South  Bishop : 

One  lighthouse 
Leman  and  Ower : 

One  floating-light  - 
Kentish  Knock : 

One  floating-light  - 


Gross  Amount 
of 

light  Duties. 

Commission 

Collection. 

Net  Revenue. 

Charges 

of 

Maintenance. 

Surplus. 

Deficits;*. 

£•  s.  d. 

£.  s.  d. 

£.  S.  d. 

£.  s. 

d. 

£.  s. 

d. 

£■  5.  £ 

4,994  10 

170  14  - 

4,823  IS  -j 

3,378  4 

1 

1,445  11  : 

Ilf 

947  8 10 

60  8 3 1 

887  - 6J 

2,937  12  1 

10 

- - 

- 

2,050  12  $ 

'.94>  15  7 J 

106  511I 

1,835  9 7! 

2,547  3 

9 

- 

7U  14  l| 

5,349  H 4 

204  4 Si 

5,145  m -! 

1,144  5 

3 

4,001  4 

9i 

388  8 6 

>9  8 5 

369  - 1 

306  18 

7 

62  1 

6 

2,466  12  1 2 

129  6 4 

2,337  5 9 1- 

899 19 

9 

1,437  8 

-* 

699  14  1 i 

37  - 3l 

662  1 3 g | 

662  6 

2 

- 7 

n 

1.754  2 3 

93  17  4i 

1,660  4 10  I 

7,117  10 

3 

- - 

■ 

5,457  5 4i 

2,721  16  10 

97  1 11 

2,624  15  2| 

678  9 

5 

1,946  5 

9i 

1,081  9 - 

61  5 5i 

1,020  3 6J 

691  10 

5 

328  13 

U 

653  8 - 

33  - 8J 

620  7 3 J 

551  18 

8 

68  8 

7 a 

4,9*1  9 •! 

I69  2 7J 

4,753  6 1 

1,028  19 

5 

3,724  7 

2 

3.031  13  4 

107  5 6 

2,924  7 10 

1,216  4 

3 

1,708  3 

7 

4,012  14 

147  1 1 i 

3,865  12  11 1 

3,782  14 

5 

82  18 

6h 

c> 

CO 

ns  3 1 j 

2,239  6 9l 

812  11 

3 

1,426  15 

6 i 

668  3 3 

3418  6} 

833  4 8} 

480  1 

9 

153  2 

11  J 

1,501  1 4} 

go  8 2 

2,410  13  2 J 

525  7 

5 

1,885  5 

9i 

1,732  14  -f 

41  5 i°i 

1,691  8 2 \ 

1,113  14 

1 

577  14 

1 i 

2,378  9 81 

78 10  5} 

2,299  19  2* 

1,205  1 

5 

1,094  17 

9 h 

2,497  5 5j 

85  6 9 

2,411  18  8f 

939  ~ 

7 

1,472  18 

■i 

823  10 

45  is  1 

777  14  35 

728  14 

1 

49  - 

2 \ 

1,790  3 -1 

95  7 71 

1,894  15  5 

3,842  18 

6 

. 

2,148  3 1 

1,686  16  10 

38  is  5j 

1,647  18  4 £ 

564  14 

2 

1,083  4 

2 i 

1,686  16  g J 

38  18  6 

1,647  18  3i 

1,092  9 

8 

555  8 

7 § 

482  15  8j 

24  15  11  £ 

457  19  9 i 

763  11 

2 

- - 

■ 

3os  11 «' 

2,340  5 Hl 

89  3 9 

2,251  2 2 1 

1,194  4 

11 

1,056  17 

si 

i>579  17  3 h 

83  19  3S 

f L495  17  11 1 

1,019  5 

9 

476  12 

i* 
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Revenue  of  the  Corporation  of  Trinity-House  of  Deptford  Strond,  and  Appropriation,  for  the  Year 


Source  from 
which  the  Revenue 
is  derived. 

Gross  Amount 
of 

Light  Duties. 

Commission 

Collection. 

Lights — continued. 

£■  s.  d. 

£.  J.  d. 

From  1st  August  1841 : 

Gibraltar : I 

One  lighthouse  - 206  16  - j 

9 19  9} 

From  1st  Sept.  1! 
Seven  Stones : 

One  floating-light  - 

841 : 

620  10  2 J 

28  4 8 

From  1st  Oct.  1 

841 ; 

Coquet : 

One  lighthouse  and 
buoys,  &c.  - 
Substitute  floating- 
light  vessel  during 
repairs  or  casualties 

269  17  -l 

12-2  \ 

£. 

Commutation  ofl 
duties  on  fish  t 
vessels  - -J 

144,874  12  10J 
80  6 6 

5,658  18  3 ] 

1 12  4 

£. 

144,954  19  4} 

5,660  IO  7 ] 

Rents  of  lights  on  lease 

Commission  on  duties  received  in  the  Port  of  London 
for  lights  in  Scotland  and  Ireland  - 


PAYMENTS 

O.X  THIS  ACCOUNT  NOT  CHARGEABLE  UNDER 
ANY  OF  THE  FOREGOING  HEADS. 

Salaries  and  allowances  to  the  clerks  employed  in  the 
examination  and  entry  of  the  accounts  of  the  collection 
of  English  Light  Duties  at  the  several  ports  of  the 
United  Kingdom 

Salary  to  the  scientific  adviser  in  light  experiments,  and 
periodical  and  other  reports  from  the  civil  engineer  - 

. t0  the  office  of  the  Customs’  Fund  for  printed  bills 
oi  entry,  and  also  for  manuscript  lists  of  ships  entering 
the  port  of  London,  furnished  daily  - 
omits  Telati0n  t0  exPeriments  for  the  improvement 

Advances  and  payments  made  on  account  of  works  con- 
5*5“  Wlth  the  establishment  of  the  undermentioned 

Floating  light  and  buoys  in  the  Bristol  Channel : the 

light  first  exhibited  18  July  1838  . . . 

Lighthouse  at  St.  Catherine’s  Point:  the  light  first 
exhibited  1 March  1840  - ... 

Floating  light  at  the  Kentish  Knock ; the  light  first 
exlubited  1 Sept.  1840  - . . _ 

Lighthouse  on  the  Maplin  Sand  - 

Ditto  - - at  Gibraltar  ; the  light  first  exhibited 

? Aug.  1841 

floating  hghtat  the  Seven  Stone  the  j;  ht  first 
exhibited  1 Sept.  1841  - - . 

T,TSX°n  C'ocluet  Island5  light  first  exhi- 
oiteu  1 Oct.  1841  . . _ . 

institute  floating  light  vessel;  Yarrnouth  Depart" 

OanXZ  °?Cas,ons  of  repairs  or  casualiies  - 
° '0ram'ttees  on  inspection  of  various  lights 


Net  Revenue. 

Charges 

of 

Maintenance. 

£•  s.  d. 

£.  s.  d. 

196  16  2§ 

294  18  6 

592  5 6| 

429  8 8 

257  16  10| 

8, 13  1 

. . 

223  2 1 

1 841 — continued. 


6 - - 
*95  4 10J 


71,554  12  8 


Suneranm.m.v  ,,  inspection  of  various  lights  - 

, «CSii1I°7h”‘ **  "H  latf coilectOT  ofue|» 


duties  PAAcf,  • ■ , c w 1,10  collector  of  light 

iJZ, of  London  - - . 

and  carriajjB  ff  ’ 0"  ^ Account Postages  of  letters 
agents  °t  pareels  to  and  from  the  collectors  and 
tools,  nrinlin.  ““'P0"5.  advertisements,  stationery, 
f»alItbeS’, stamps.  ch“"s.  potty  disbursements 
In,  ‘h?  out-P°"»' ,l,e  in  ton- 

general  service  of  this  department  - 


779  >6  - 

340  - - 


162  16  10 J 


170  3 9i 


78,786  16  -A 
78  14  2 


78,865  10  2 J 


156  - - 
49  >5  11 


21,930  17  8 


105  3 8 
200  - - 


3 3| 


11,125  14 


0-36. 


139,495  13  73 


958  6 6 £ 


96,074  1 


51 


”,  {/Carried  to  next 

1 3 s l P=ge. 


3 G 4 
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appendix  to  report  from  the 


Revenue  of  the  Corporation  of  Trinity-House  of  Deptford  Stroud,  and  Appropriation,  for  the  Year  1SM-, 


Duties  collected  to  the 
Office  of  Buoyage 
and  Beaconage. 

Tor  Buoys  and  Bea- 
cons in  the  Channels 
leading  to  the  River 
Thames  and  Port  of 
London,  including 
loadsmanage  and 
primage ; also  in- 
cluding the  Dues 
formerly  returned 
under  the  head  of 
« Trinity-house  Du- 
ties from  Strangers’ 
Ships”  - 

For  Buoys  off  Yar- 
mouth - 

For  Buoys  and  Bea- 
cons in  the  River 
Tees 

For  Exeter  Buoys 
For  Carmarthen  Buoys 
For  Conway  Buoys  - 
For  Aberdovey  Buoys 
For  Woodbridge  Bea- 
cons, &c. 

£. 


Gross  Amount 
of 

Duties. 

Commission 

Collection. 

Net  Revenue. 

Charges. 

£.  it.  d. 

j£.  J.  d. 

£.  s.  d. 

£.  s.  d. 

10,672  - 3 % 

231  13  7 A 

10,440  6 8£ 

7,995  7 5 

2,494  19  4 

85  + 71 

2,409  14 

2,332  18  2 

747  1+  2 
177  4 4 
7+  18  10 

38  3 »*  A 
31  ’9  11 

33  3 13  3 
9-2  2 
4 19  7 
212  i £ 
4 18  3 

714  10  2 £ 
168  4 1 i 
69  19  2 
35  13  92 
27  1 8 

258  17  7 
102  6 - 
176  18  5 
49  35  4 
11  46 

38  3 - 

118  2 

36  4 10 

1056 

M>275  3 10  i 

373  10  73 

13,901  13  2| 

_ 

10,937  32  11 

■continued. 

DeScieKy. 


£.  f.  d. 


2,44419  3 a 

76  16  6 £ 


4 55  12 
65  18 


15  17  2 
2 5 19  4 


3,085  3 -i 


106  19  !j 
14  3 6J 


121  2 8j 


Deduct. 


Surplus  of  Buoyage  and  Beaconage  - - - 

Ditto  - Light  Account  - 

—Repairs,  wages,  and  victualling  to  engineers  and  firemen,  coals,  and  stores  for 
the  “Vestal”  and  “ Beacon,”  and  a proportion  for  the  ‘Argus  steam- 
vachts,  their  services  being  applicable  to  each  of  the  Lighthouses,  Buoys,  Bea- 
cons, &c.,  but  which  cannot  be  apportioned  to  the  respective  establishments 

Salaries  and  allowances  to  the  superintendent,  storekeeper,  and  wharfinger  at 
Blackwall,  and  rates,  taxes,  repairs,  fisc.  on  the  establishment  at  that  place 

I 

Surplus  (carried  forward,  p.  426)  " ' 


CHARGES  IN  RELATION  TO  ALMS-PERSONS,  PENSIONERS,  &c. 


— 

Gross  Revenue. 

Charges  thereon. 

Net  Revenue. 

Charges- 

£.  i.  d. 

£.  s.  d. 

£.  5.  d. 

£.  *■  1 

Allowances  and  Pensions  to  Almspeople  at  Dept- 
ford and  Mile  End: — 

Pensions  for  12  months,  and  bounty  month,  allow- 
ances for  nurses,  funeral  expenses,  medicine, 
coals,  and  clothes 

_ 

6,862  6 1 

Charges  for  repairs  of  the  houses  occupied  by  the  1 
above : — 

Governors’  salaries  and  disbursements,  trades- 
men’s bills,  insurance,  water-rate,  salaries  to 
chaplains,  and  wages  to  gardeners  and  watch- 

1,403  11 

Pensions  to  infirm  and  disabled  seamen,  their  wives 
and  children,  and  to  the  widows  and  orphans  of 

24,535 ^ 

Carried  forward  - - - £. 



- - - 

3M°‘  " ' 
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He  venue  of  »!■=  Corporation  of  T,i„i,y-Ho,.e  of  Deptford  StnmJ,  end  Appropriation,  for  the  Yea,  ie«-r«,W. 


Charges  in  relation  to  Alms-persons,  &c. — contd. 


Brought  forward  - 


Commission  allowed  for  distributing  the  same  at  the 
several  out-ports  where  they  reside  - - k - 


Occasional  relief  granted  to  pilots  and  other  disabled 
mariners,  their  widows  and  children,  in  small  sums, 
in  urgent  cases  of  distress  ----- 


Bread  distributed  annually  at  Limehouse  on  Good 
Friday,  pursuant  to  the  will  of  Mrs.  Elizabeth 
Colbert  - . 


Paid  to  the  poor  of  the  hamlet  of  Limehouse,  pur- 
suant to  the  will  of  Mr.  William  Geere 


Paid  to  the  poor  of  the  hamlet  of  Ratcliff,  pursuant 
to  the  will  of  Captain  John  Vassall  - 


Paid  to  the  poor  of  the  hamlet  of  Stepney,  pursuant 
to  the  will  of  Captain  Timothy  Mangles 


Subscriptions  to  various  public  charities  - 


Incidental  charges : — Stationery,  books,  printing,  and 
coals  for  the  offices  where  the  pensioners  resident  in 
London  are  paid,  Sec.  -----_ 


He  venues  of  Estates  and  other  Property  expressly 
and  solely  applicable  to  the  relief  of  pilots  and 
other  poor  disabled  mariners,  their  wives,  widows, 
and  children: 


NewiDgton  estate  .... 
Lincolnshire  estate  - 
Essex  estate  - - 

Dagger  House,  at  Limehouse  - 
Mrs.  Elizabeth  Colbert’s  gift,  interest  on 
Capt.  John  Vassall’s  gift  - - ditto 
Mrs.  Ann  Elder’s  legacy  - - ditto 
Mrs.  Mary  Grigg’s  ditto  - - ditto 

Mr.  Geo.  Wilton’s  ditto  - - ditto 
Capt.  Timothy  Mangles’  legacy,  ditto 
Mr.  Samuel  Hunter’s  - ditto  ditto 


Capt.  Mortimer’s  and\ 


ditto  ditto 


■vfjf.f1.'005  Elder  Brethren  on  their  election, 
-s  customary 


CWn°oR^a^Stage  ,le'^  unc*er  grants  from  the 
also  nn?6  \^ueen  Elizabeth  and  17th  Charles  II.: 
ientArctfCt  6.th  Ge.orSe_n”  ginned  by  sub! 


Gross  Revenue.  Charges  thereon.  Net  Revenue. 


2,876  14  7 
317  3 8 
71  3 * 


117  18  - 
49  611 
l 9 " 


2,758 

267 

C9 


10  7 
16  9 


512 

108 


0,1  1018  5 


Deduct  Revenue  - - - 
Deficiency  (carried  forward,  p.  426)  - - £. 


£.  s.  d. 
32,901  11  1 


655  11  1 


581  2 8 


7 14  6 
861  IX  - 


108  4 7 


6,110  18  5 


29,016  12  2 


0.36. 
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appendix  to  report  from  the 


. of  the  Corporation  of  Trinity-House  of  Deptford  Strond,  and  Appropriation,  for  tiro  Year  lUl-cmlimj, 


NET  REVENUE  AND  EXPENDITURE. 


Net  Revenue,  One  Year,  to  31  December  1841. 

Expenditure,  One  Year,  to  31  December  1841. 

£.  s.  d. 

£.  s.  d. 

£-  s.  d. 

Surplus  on  the  account  of 

Deficiency  on  the  account  of  pensions  - 

29.016  12  2 

Light  and  Buoyage  duties  - 

38,364  15  - 

Charges  of  the  house  and  offices  on  Tower- 

Rents  of  estates  not  solely 

hill ; viz. 

applicable  to  charitable 

Taxes,  repairs,  furniture,  insurance, 

purposes  - *>oi5  1 8 

wages  to  housekeeper,  servants, 
gatekeeper  and  watchman  - 

1,486  g 6 

Deduct, — 

Taxes,  repairs,  and  charges  96  13  10 

918  7 10 

Salaries  to  20  Elder  Brethren,  pursuant  to 

the  Act  3 Geo.  4,  c.  111 

7,000 

House  expenses  for  court  and  audit 

dinners,  board  of  housekeeper  and  ser- 

vants,  together  with  the  total  expense 

of  the  purchase  of  Light- 

of  the  procession  and  dinner  on  the 

houses 

5,461  18  6 

anniversary  of 'I  rinity  Monday  - 

2,293  7 1 

Discount  allowed  on  prompt 

Salaries  and  allowances  to  the  secretary 

payment  of  various  ac- 

and  clerks  employed  in  the  transaction 

counts  ------ 

401  5 11 

of  the  general  business  of  the  Corpora- 
tion, and  wages,  &c.  to  messengers 

6,115  11  - 

Commission  charged  on  the 

examination  of  claims  on 

Salaries  to  clerk  of  the  works,  ruler  of 

the  Consolidated  Fund, 

pilots  at  Gravesend,  clerk  of  ships’  en- 

under  various  Orders  in 

tries  (Customs),  for  daily  lists  of  vessels 

Council  - 669  1 10 

reported  with  and  without  pilots,  mathe- 
matical examiner  and  Parliamentary 

Deduct, — 

remembrancer  - 

406  >=  - 

Salary  and  allowance  to 

the  clerk  employed  in 
the  examination  of  these 
Accounts ; also  charges 
for  postage,  carriage  of 
parcels  and  incidents  - 203  l 6 

466  - 4 

Pension  to  widow  of  a ruler  of  pilots  at 
Gravesend  - 

30  - - 

Incidental  charges  not  applicable  to  any 

particular  account: — 

+5,612  7 3J 

Postages  of  letters,  advertisements, 
stationery,  printing,  books,  maps, 

charts,  stumps,  newspapers,  coach- 

8,7  1 si 

Excess  of  Charge 

1,612  13  ll| 

hire,  carriage  of  parcels,  &c. 

£. 

47,225  1 2| 

£. 

47,225  1 *1 
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APPENDIX  TO  REPORT  FROM  THE 


(2.)— A RETURN  of  the  whole  Receipt  and  Revenue  of  the  Corporation  of  Trinity-House  of  Deptford  Strond 
distinguishing  the  particular  Sources  from  which  the  same  are  derived ; together  wirh  a particular  and  detailed 
Account  of  the  Appropriation,  for  the  Year  1842. 


First. Lighthouses.  &c.  not  transferred  or  purchased  under  the  Act  6 & *7  Will.  4,  c.  79. 


Source  from 
which  the  Revenue 
is  derived 

Gross  Amount 
of 

Light  Dues. 

Commission 

Collection. 

Net  Revenue. 

Charges 

of 

Maintenance. 

Surplus. 

Deficiency. 

LIGHTS : 

£.  5.  d. 

£•  s.  d. 

£.  s.  d. 

£ . s.  d. 

£.  5.  d. 

£•  s.  i. 

Scilly : 

One  lighthouse 

3,849  *7  8£ 

159  6 42 

3,690  11  4 

842  13  8 

2,847  17  8 

Edystone : 

One  lighthouse 
Milford  : 

5.598  16  5£ 

208  8 1 J 

5,39°  1 !i 

1,061  18  4 

4,328  9 n| 

Two  lighthouses 
Portland : 

0,563  15  1 1 & 

343  5 1 

6,220  10  IO  $ 

1,234  9 - 

4,986  1 10  J 

Two  lighthouses 
St.  Bees : 

5,H5  13  7 

179  19  - 

4,935  14  7 

1,253  2 2 

3,682  12  5 

One  lighthouse 

549  " “ 

33  12  IO A 

515  7 u 

597  ‘8  9 

82  n 7J 

One  lighthouse 

4,838  10  9 £ 

172  l6  2 

4,665  14  7 h 

664  16  7 

4,000  18  - 1 

Three  1 ight-towers  - 
Nore: 

4,936  12  11 

172  13  8 

4,763  19  3 

1 ,066  1 5 6 

3,697  3 9 

One  floating-light  - 
Well,  or  Dudgeon : 

3,180  12  - 

77  3 

3,103  8 3 £ 

1,646  14  8 

1,456  13  72 

One  floating-light  - 
Flatholm : 

5,202  19  l J 

193  10  6 

5,009  8 7 i 

1,340  19  7 

3,668  9 -4 

One  lighthouse 
Lizard : 

2,185  18  7 £ 

112  5 8l 

2,073  12  11  1 

C95  19  5 

i,377  13  64 

Two  lighthouses 
Needles  and  Hurst : 
Three  lighthouses, 
and  one  lighthouse 
at  St.  Catherine's 

5,545  9 9 

208  9 11  i 

5,336  1]  g) 

1,280  13  3 

4,056  6 6£ 

Point 
Owers : 

5.1S9  19  8 

183  18  31 

5,006  I 

2,645  13  4 ; 

2,360  8 -J 

One  floating-light  - 
Haisbro’ : 

Two  lighthouses  and 
Newark  floating- 

4,9H  6 7 

169  13  31 

4,741  13  3 i 

2,554  - - 

2,187  13  3l 

32  7 ti 

light  - 
Goodwin  : 

One  floating-light  - 1 
Gull-: 

One  floating-light  - 
Sunk : 

One  floating-light  - 
Galloper : 

One  floating-light  - 
Flambre’ : 

4,823  11  6 

6,309  19  11  i 
6,908  6 7 

1 4i 
214  lg  - 

943  19  7 1 

4,652  10  1 s 

6,095  - n | 
6,664  6 11 1 

4,684  17  4 
1,515  2 9 -j 

1,168  7 6 J 
1,617  15  1 "j 
1,119  1 4 J 

3,411  10  8J 
3,927  10  6| 

One  lighthouse 
South  Stack : 

5,096  6 9 

>9S  3! 

4,899  16  5 J 

648  6 6 

4,251  9 11  i 

One  lighthouse 
Fern : 

4,189  14  8 J 

215  10  2 £ 

3,974  4 6 

755  19  3 

3,218  5 3 

Three  lighthouses  - 
Lowestoft : 

Two  lighthouses ; 
one  lighthouse  at 
Pakefield,  and  one 
floating-light  in 
the  Stanford  Chan- 

3,649  8 6 1 

169  3 3 2 

! 3,48o  5 3 

1,771  15  - 

1,708  10  3 

nel  - 

4,918  10  93 

174  11  1 

4,743  , 9 8 j 

2,066  3 5 

2,677  16 
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appendix  to  report  from  the 


Revenue  of  the  Corporation  of  Trinity-House  of  Deptford  Strond,  and  Appropriation,  for  the  Year  m-2-conlmd. 


Source  from 
winch  the  Revenue 
is  derived. 

Gross  Amount 
of 

Light  Duties. 

Commission  J 

Collection. 

Net  Revenue. 

Charges 

of 

Maintenance. 

Surplus. 

Defieiearv. 

Lights — continued. 

£.  s.  d. 

£.  S.  d. 

£.  s.  d. 

£.  s.  d. 

£•  s.  d. 

Gibraltar: 

One  lighthouse 

520  18  9 

24  iy  5i 

495  19  3i 

687  2 7 

■ - - 

J9i  3 3i 

Seven  Stones  : 

One  floating-light  - 

2,317  3 l 2 

110  17  6$ 

2,206  5 7 

1,892  g 11 

313  15  8 

Coquet : 1 

One  lighthouse  and 
buoys,  &c.  - 

1,196  11  4 J 

54  2 1 J 

1,142  9 

562  7 8 

580  1 7 J 

From  16  May  18 

42: 

Calshot : 

One  floating-light  - 

761  12  1 § 

37  17  3l 

723  '4  10 

875  2 3 

. . . 

151  7 5 

Substitute  floating 

light  vessel  during 
repairs  or  casual- 
ties - 

. 

121  6 10 

121  6 ic 

£. 

Commutation  of] 
duties  on  fish-  ^ 
vessels  - -J 

151,285  10  11  | 
80  C 6 

6,004  8 8J  1 

1 13  1 

45,281  2 3-5 

78  13  5 

72,181  11  8 

81,656  - g£ 

78 13  5 

8,556  10  1; 

£. 

151,365  17  5 5 

; 6,006  1 9 i 1 

145.359  *5  8J 

72,181  11  8 

81.734 14 

8,556  10 

Rents  of  lights,  &c.  on  lease  - 

Commission  on  duties  received  in  the  Port  of  London, 
for  lights  in  Scotland  and  Ireland  - 

6 - - 
179  12  7i 

PAYMENTS 

ON  THIS  ACCOUNT  NOT  CHARGEABLE  UNDER 

ANY  OF  THE  FOREGOING  HEADS. 

Salaries  and  allowances  to  the  clerks  employed  in  the 
examination  and  entry  of  the  accounts  of  the  collec- 
tion of  English  light  duties  at  the  several  ports  of  the 
United  Kingdom  ------- 

Salary  to  the  scientific  adviser  in  light  experiments,  and 
periodical  and  other  reports  from  the  civil  engineer 

. . . 

825  - - 
375  - - 

Paid  to  the  office  of  the  Customs’  Fund  fin-  printed  bills  of 
entry,  and  also  for  manuscript  lists  of  ships  entering 
the  Port  of  London,  furnished  daily  - - - - 

Paid  for  aoo  metallic  casks,  for  the  conveyance  of  oil  to 
the  several  light  establishments  - 

Charges  in  relation  to  experiments  for  the  improvement 
of  lights  - - ■ - 

- - - 

156  - ~ 
Co  - - 
150  14  9 

Advances  and  Payments  made  on  account  of  Works 
connected  with  the  Establishment  of  the  under-men- 
tioned Lights  : — 

Floating-light  and  buoys  in  the  Bristol  Channel,  the 
light  first  exhibited  1 8th  July  1838  - 
Lighthouse  on  Coquet  Island,  the  light  first  exhi- 
bited 1st  October  1 841  - 

Floating-light  at  Calshot  Spit,  the  light  first  exhi- 
bited 16th  May  1842  - 

!■■■ 

3,481  16  3 

Superannuation  allowance  to  the  late  collector  of  light 
duties,  coastwise,  in  the  Port  of  London  - 

- 

200  - - 

Incidental  Charges  on  this  Account: — Postages  of  letters 
and  carriage  of  parcels  to  and  from  the  collectors  and 
agents  at  the  out-ports,  advertisements,  stationery, 
stamps,  books,  printing,  including  new  sets  of  tables 
and  certificates,  charts,  petty  disbursements  for  all  the 
collectors  at  the  outporls,  the  offices  in  London,  and 
the  general  service  of  this  department  - 

1,189  13  1 

- f Carried  to 

£ 

• H5,545  8 j 

S3  78,619  !5  9 

66,925  12  6 

£ l FE6' 
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Revenue  of  the  Corporation  of  Trinity-House  at  Deptford  Stroud,  and  Appropriation,  for  the  Year  1S42— continued. 


DrriEs  collected  to  the 
'Office  of  Buoyage 
aad  Beaconage. 


For  buoys  and  beacons 
in  the  channels  lead- 
ing to  the  River 
Thames  and  Port  of 
London,  including 
ioadsmanage  and 


pnmage ; 


also  in- 


cluding the  dues 
formerly  returned 
under  the  head  of 
Trinity  House  Du- 
ties from  Strangers’ 
Ships”  - 

For  buoys  off  Yar- 
mouth - 

for  buoys  and  beacons 
in  the  ixiver  Tees  - 
For  Exeter  buoys 
F»r  Carmarthen  buoys 
For  Conway  buoys 
For  Aberdovey  buoys 
For  Woodbridge  bea- 
cons, Ac. 

For  Falmouth  Black 
Hock  Beacon 


Cross  Amount 
D°f 

Commission 

Collection. 

Net  Revenue. 

Charges. 

Surplus. 

Deficiency. 

£.  S.  d. 

£.  s.  d. 

£.  s.  d. 

£.  s.  d. 

£.  s.  d. 

£.  s.  d. 

10,835  10  4 

240  7 8 \ 

10.595  3 7} 

5,302  3 6 

5,292  19  1 J 

2,454  17  7 J 

87  j 6j 

2,367  16  1 

4,178  6 11 

. 

1,810  10  10 

718  17  8 

32  11  10 J 

686  5 9 1 

163  18  11 

198  15  11  £ 

9 >5  0} 

189  - 5 4 

135  - 2 

75  7 

4 17 

7°  10  54 

178  8 3 

3i  6 I! 

2 B 4j 

32  l8  2* 

53  19  7 | 

_ 

4 1 1 

21  18  9 

13  »t  3 

876 

37  16  - 

' >8  74 

35  17  +i 

12  tQ  9 

23  17  7 1 1 

(See  Net  Revenue.)  j 

- - . 

75  17  - 

26  10  10 

49  6 2 

£. 

14.075  6 9 

10,063  19  2 

5,950  17  7 
- ■ 

i,939  to  - 

Surplus  of  Buoyage  and  Beaconage  - - -I  4,011  7 7 


Ditto  - Light  Account 


Deauct,— Repairs,  wages  and  victualling  to  engineers  and  firemen,  coals  and  stores  for 
the  “Vestal,”  and  “ BeacoD,”  and  a proportion  for  the  “Argus”  steam 
yachts,  their  services  being  applicable  to  each  of  the  lighthouses,  buoys, 
beacons,  &c.,  but  which  cannot  be  apportioned  to  the  respective  establish- 
ments ________ 

Salaries  and  allowances  to  the  seperintendent,  storekeeper,  and  wharfinger,  at 
Blackball,  and  rates,  taxes,  repairs,  &c.,  on  the  establishment  at  that  place, 
including  the  cost  of  sinking  a well;  alterations  at  the  dwelling-house 
wharf,  &c.  - 


£.  s. 
7,37°  15 

3,575  13 


Surplus  (carried  forward,  p.  433)  - - - 


- 66,925  12  6$ 

£ • 70,937  - 1 2 


— 10,946  9 2 
£■  59,99°  10  11  § 


CHARGES  IN  RELATION  TO  ALMS-PERSONS,  PENSIONERS,  &c. 


AS^MileDEnd^-I0NS  l°  Alms'People  at  DePt' 

Pensions  12  months,  and  bounty  month,  allow- 
nces  for  nurses,  funeral  expenses,  medicine, 


coals,  and  clothes 
fni- 


ato?ve-fviz^epa'1S  ®ouses  occupied  by  the 


Gm5r“°rf-nSal-'‘ieS  and  disbursements,  trades- 


Pensi 


. . > insurance,  water-rate,  salaries  to 

■ p ams,  and  wages  to  gardeners,  and  watcli- 


and  rhiMrinfirm  ,and  disaWed  seamen,  their  wives 
seamen  d and  t0  the  wido'vs  and  orphans  of 


seamen 


Carried  forward  - - - £. 

0-36. 
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Charges. 


£.  s.  d. 

6,642  13  7 


| 1,472  18  2 

i 

! 24,624  12  - 


1 33,740  3 9 
( continued ) 


APPENDIX  TO  REPORT  FROM  THE 


Revenue  of  tlie  Corporation  of  Trinity-House  of  Deptford  Strond,  and  Appropriation,  for  the  Year  184.2— continued 


Charges  in  relation  to  Alms-Persons,  &c. — contd. 


Brought  forward 


Commission  allowed  for  distributing  the  same  at  the 
several  outports  where  they  reside  - 


Occasional  relief  granted  to  pilots  and  other  disabled 
mariners,  their  widows  and  children,  in  small  sums, 
in  urgent  cases  of  distress 


Bread  distributed  annually  at  Limehouse  on  Good 
Friday,  pursuant  to  the  will  of  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Col- 
bert   " 358 

Paid  to  the  poor  of  the  hamlet  of  Limehouse,  pur- 
suant to  the  will  of  Mr.  William  Geere ...  5 - - 


Paid  to  the  poor  of  the  hamlet  of  Ratcliff,  pursuant  to 
the  will  of  Captain  John  Yassall  - - - - 

Paid  to  the  poor  of  the  hamlet  of  Stepney,  pursuant 
to  the  will  of  Captain  Timothy  Mangles 

Subscriptions  to  various  public  charities  - 


3 


to  - 


7 1*  5 
958  6 - 


Incidental  Charges : — Stationery,  books,  printing,  and 
coals  for  the  offices  where  the  pensioners  resident  in 
London  are  paid  ------ 


Revenues  of  Estates  and  other  Property,  expressly 
and  solely  applicable  to  the  relief  of  Pilots  and  other 
poor  disabled  Mariners,  their  Wives,  Widows, 
Children : — 

Newington  estate  ------ 

Lincolnshire  estate  - 

Essex  estate  ------- 

Dagger-house,  at  Limehouse  - 

Mrs.  Elizabeth  Colbert’s  gift,  interest  on  - 

Capt.  John  Yassall’s  - - ditto  - ditto 

Mrs.  Ann  Elder’s legacy,  ditto 

Mrs.  Mary  Grigg’s  - - ditto  - ditto 
Mr.  George  Wilton’s  - ditto  - ditto 
Capt.  Timothy  Mangles’,  ditto  - ditto 
Mr.  Samuel  Hunter’s  - ditto  - ditto 
Capt.  Mortimer’s  & Steevens’  ditto,  ditto  - 


2,922  12  4 
3W  3 8 
G6  13  11 


87  13  11 
37  15  9 
1 9 - 


2,834  18  5 
279  7 11 
65  411 
20  - - 
3 5 8 
3 10  - 
8 16  4 

512  1 10 
108  5 4 

7 14  6 

7 17  4 
16  - - 


Duties  of  Ballastage  held  under  grants  from  the 
Crown,  36th  Queen  Elizabeth,  and  17th  Charles  II. ; 
also  under  Act  6th  George  II.,  continued  by  subse- 
quent Acts : — 

Revenue  ...  - £.30,906  11  7 

Expenditure,  including  1,032/. 

15s.  10 d.  for  the  purchase 

of  buildings  at  Ratcliff  Cross  - 31,915  16  11 


Deficiency 


£.  I 3,867  2 

Deduct  Revenue  - 
Deficiency  (carried  forward,  p.  433)  - “ 


3 1 36,0s1 1 


£.  3V53'""' 
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Revenue  of  the  Corporation  of  Trinity-House  of  Deptford  Strond,  and  Appropriation,  for  the  Year  1842— continued. 


NET  REVENUE  AND  EXPENDITURE. 


Net  Revenue,  One  Year,  to  31  December  1842. 


Surplus  on  the  account  of 
Light  and  Buoyage  duties  - 

Rents  of  Estates  not  solely 
applicable  to  charitable 
purposes  - 968  1 8 

Deduct, — 

Taxes,  repairs  and  charges  300  11  10 


Dividends  of  stock  in  the 
public  funds,  and  interest 
charged  at  the  rate  paid 
on  the  capital  sold  in  aid 
of  the  purchase  of  Light- 


Discount  allowed  on  prompt 
payment  of  various  ac- 
counts - 

Commission  charged  on  the 
examination  of  claims  on 
the  Consolidated  Fund, 
under  various  Orders  in 
Council  - 


Deduct,— 

Salary  and  allowance  to 
the  clerk  employed  in 
the  examination  of  these 
Accounts;  also  charges 
for  postage,  carriage  of 
parcels,  aud  incidents  - 


202  7 6 


59,99°  10  uj 


667  9 10 


5’ 6 i Ql 


3°8  6 5 


66,974  16 


Expenditure,  One  Year,  to  31  December  1842. 


Deficiency  on  the  account  of  pensions  - 

Charges  of  the  house  and  offices  on  Tower- 
hill;  viz. 

Taxes,  special  repairs,  furniture,  in- 
surance, wages  to  housekeeper, 
servants,  gate-keeper,  and  watch- 


Salaries  to  twenty  Elder  Brethren,  pur- 
suant to  the  Act  3 Geo.  4,  c.  111 

House  expenses  for  court  and  audit  din- 
ners, board  of  housekeeper,  and  ser- 
vants ; together  with  the  total  expense 
of  the  procession  and  dinner  on  the  anni- 
versary of  Trinity  Monday  - 

Salaries  and  allowances  to  the  secretary 
and  clerks  employed  in  the  transaction 
of  the  general  business  of  the  Corpo- 
ration, and  wages,  &c.  to  messengers  - 


Salaries  to  the  clerk  of  the  works,  ruler  of 
pilots  at  Gravesend,  clerk  of  ships’  en- 
tries (Customs)  for  daily  lists  of  vessels 
reported  with  and  without  pilots,  ma- 
thematical examiner,  and  Parliamentary 
remembrancer  - 


Pension  to  widow  of  a 
Gravesend 


ruler  of  pilots  at 


Incidental  charges,  not  applicable  to  any 
particular  account, — 

Postages  of  letters,  advertisements, 
stationery,  printing,  books,  maps, 
charts,  stamps,  newspapers,  coach- 
hire,  carriage  of  parcels,  &c» 


£.  s.  d. 
32,153  18  10^ 


2,188  - 


7,000  - - 


2,082  3 3 


6,161  1 


406  - 


51,092  18  10 £ 
15,881  17  i£ 


>6,974  16  - 


o-3(). 
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)ners  of  Her  Majesty’s  Treasury 


SELECT  COMMITTEE  ON  LIGHTHOUSES. 


(3.) — A RETURN  of  the  whole  Receipt  and  Revenue  of  the  foiiwv.  * T,n»  rT  „ _ 

liialinguishing  the  particular  Sources  from  which  the  same  are  derived  j together  with'YpaSa”  JTiTT, 
of  the  Appropriation,  lor  the  Year  1843.  ° ^ * cu  ar  ant^  detailed  Account 


Source  from 
which  the  Revenue 
is  derived. 


Gross  Amount  Commission 


LIGHTS : 

Scilly : 

One  lighthouse 


Edd\  stone : 

One  lighthouse 
Milford : 

Two  lighthouses 


Light  Duties.  Collection. 

£•  i.  d.  £.  $.  (t. 

3,678  4 yj  150  5 10  £ 

5,369  16  3 197  - 2 A 

7,01318  -J  3641711* 


3,138  10  - 73  14  -i  3,064  15  U| 


5,167  il  ij  190  tj  aj  4,977  _ 10J  Ij346 


der  the  Act  6 & 

7 Will.  4,  c.  79. 

of 

Maintenance. 

Surplus. 

£.  s.  d. 

£■  s.  d. 

782  - 3 

2,745  18  8* 

1,084  18  10 

4,087  17  2 h 

1,104  7 11 

5,544  12  2 

1,132  12  10 

3,621  7 

359  io  4 

144  10  7 

478  6 8 

4,131  14  7i 

870  19  6 

3,699  14  7 

884  5 1 

2,180  10  10 1 

1,246  14  10 

3,730  6 

2,142  18  2 § 
5,309  2 4 


110  4 5i  2,032  13  94  1,927  3 _ 


*95  16  8*  5,H3  5 7 * 3,312  - 7 1,801  5 -J 


4,995  6 1 

174  15  2 

4,820  10  11 

4,735  2 1 * 

i6i  12  8 -J 

4,573  9 5 

4,748  l 6 f 

165  u 3l 

4,582  io  3 

5»914  12  11  j 

198  14-I 

5,715  18  10* 

532  9 5 
2,499  8 2 \ 


One  floating-light  . tl,8g*  1 81 

Galloper:  '9  238  1 1 6,604  - 7J  1,53319  j' 


2,807  8 9 * 


5’°4'  5 "*  193  5 11  - -i  ,o,  9 4 4>148  io  8J 

4,473  27  22S  19  5 1 4,244  3 j J 6g7  i7  t o^4C  Q 


' 3,843  14  1,6  18  9 3’666  ‘5  3i  3,628  6 


T?  lighthouses ; one  light- 


.•  i-  7 “llu  one 

ing-hght  in  the  Stan- 


f°fd  Channel 


4,841  1 4* 


J9  9s  4,672  l 7 1,676  9 7 2,995 


46  15  2*  688  19  ii|  3,120  4 3 


3 1 2 
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appendix  to  report  from  the 


Revenue  of  the  Corporation  of  Trinity-House  of  Deptford  Strond,  and  Appropriation,  for  the  Year 


Source  from 
which  the  Revenue 
is  derived. 

Gross  Amount 
Light  Duties. 

Commission 

Collection. 

Net  Revenue. 

Charges 

of 

Maintenance. 

Surplus. 

DeEriencr, 

Lights — continued. 

£.  S.  d. 

£.  s.  d. 

£.  s.  d. 

£.  s.  d. 

£.  s.  d. 

£-  *•  d. 

Lundy; 

One  lighthouse 

4,033  19  9k 

108  1 53 

1,925  18  3i 

5,042  4 9 

- - - • 

!."6  8 si 

Spurn  : 

One  floating-light  - 

5,208  3 7 

200  2 1 1 

5,008  - 8 

1,174  3 “ 

3,833  17  8 

Bideford  Bar : 
Two  lighthouses 

370  13  10 

18  10  10J 

352  2 lif 

777  9 8 

- - - 

425  6 8| 

Bardsey  : 

One  lighthouse 

s,57>  " -S 

133  2 10} 

2,438  8 2 

524  16  1 

1,913  12  1 

Usk: 

One  lighthouse 

633 

33  6 lj 

600  10  3i 

741  16  6 

- - - 

141  6 ,j 

Lynn  Well : 

One  Floating-light  - 

1,700  18  - 

90  12  8 

1,610  5 4 

1,151  11  3 

458  14  1 

Beachv  Head : 
One"  lighthouse 

2,793  10  81 

99  18  "4 

2,693  li  8f 

728  6 11 

'.965  4 9i 

Caldy : 

One  lighthouse 

1,072  l8  11 

59  *3  5i 

1,013  5 5} 

1,782  6 1 

- ' - 

789  - Ji 

Burnham : 

Two  lighthouses 

625  l6  - 

3'  '5  "1 

594  " -i 

360  - - 

234  - -i 

Hasbro’  Sand,  North  Er 
One  floating-light  - 

id  : 

4,77'  H 9 

167  10  4} 

4,604  4 4 } 

7H  15  4 

3.889  9 -i 

South  Sand  Head : 

One  floating-light  - 

3,100  8 1 3 

109  14  Hi 

2,990  13  2} 

922  7 11 

2,068  5 3} 

Forelands ; 

Three  lighthouses  - 

4,161  13  1% 

153  5 

4,008  8 i| 

5,692 14  0 

1,684  6 7 1 

Nash  : 

Two  lighthouses 

2,534  3 3i 

134  17 

2,399  5 3§ 

599  7 *o 

1,799  '7  5i 

Falmouth  Harbour : 
One  lighthouse 

6G5  18  8| 

33  »6  4 } 

63a  2 4} 

312  6 2 j 

319  l6  2 1 

Start : 

One  lighthouse 

2,582  19  2} 

92  9 H j 

2,490  lO  1 

410  15  7 

2,079  14  6 

Swin-Middle: 

One  floating-light  - 

1,650  t6  5f 

39 15  8 

1,611  - 9i 

3,097  13  11 

- - ■ 

i486  is  '! 

Shipwash,  N.  E.: 
One  floating-light : 

2,289  5 5i 

77  1 'll 

2,212  3 gf 

3,500  4 5 

- - - 

1,288  - ?i 

St.  Nicholas  Gatt ; 

One  floaling-liglit  - 

2,420  n 3! 

84  9 84 

2,336  1 7g 

872  11  5 

1,463  10  2} 

Menai : 

One  lighthouse 

871  8 5} 

47  18  8] 

823  9 8j 

471  5 11 

352  3 92 

Bristol  Channel : 

One  floating-light 
and  buoys,  &c., 
undone  lighthouse 
at  the  entrance  of 
the  Avon  - 

1,815  2 - 

96  7 4i 

1,718  14  7l 

2,893  5 5 

1,174  10  9l 

Mnplin : 

One  lighthouse 

1,608  9 4I 

37  ii  8 

1,570  17  8f 

463  10  11 

1,107  6 9f 

Mouse : 

One  floating-light  - 

1,608  9 4} 

37  11  8i 

1,570  17  8i 

830  8 5 

740  9 3i 

South  Bishop : 
One  lighthouse 

485  10  l 

23  19  ~l 

46l  11 

472  2 9 

- - - 

10  11  & 

Leman  and  Ower : 

One  floating-light  - 

2,258  3 10J 

85  17  5 

2,172  6 si 

1,25  3 - 

915  3 5^ 

Kentish  Knock  - 
One  floating-light  ■ 

1,487  13  11^ 

! 80  4 23 

t »,4«»7  9 9 i 

1,780  1 5 

372  It  1 

Gibraltar : 

One  lighthouse 

462  3 5 

22  5 6 

439  >7  u 

720  7 6 

280  9 < 

Seven  Stones : 

One  floating  light 

- 2,560  4 3- 

[ 121  7 6 

2,438  16  9; 

t 2,269  6 4 

169  10  5; 

t 
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Revenue  of  the  Corporation  of  Trinity-House  of  Deptford  Strond,  and  Appropriation,  for  the  Year  1843—  continued. 


Source  from 
which  the  Revenue 
is  derived. 


Lights — continued. 


Coquet : 

Oue  lighthouse  and 
buoys,  &c. 


Calshot : 

One  floating-light 


Substitute  floating-light 
vessel  (Home  De- 
partment) during  re- 
pairs or  casualties  - 


Ditto  (Yarmouth  De- 
partment) ditto 


Commutation  of 
Duties  on  Fish  j 
Vessels  - - 1 


1,247  12  2£ 
882  6 8J 


149.489  17  24| 

64  11  6 


H9.554  8 8£ 


Commission 

Collection. 


£.  s.  d. 


56  6 nf 

43  16  7 


5,892  10  - 
1 5 9 


H3.597  7 H 
63  5 9 


5.093  15  9 


Rents  of  lights,  &c.  on  lease  - 

Commission  on  duties  received  in  the  Port  of  London 
for  lights  in  Scotland  and  Ireland  .... 


PAYMENTS 

ON  THIS  ACCOUNT,  NOT  CHARGEABLE  UNDER 
ANY  OF  THE  FOREGOING  HEADS. 

Salaries  and  allowances  to  the  clerks  employed  in  the 
examination  and  entry  of  the  accounts  of  the  collection 
of  English  light  duties  at  the  several  ports  of  the 
United  Kingdom  ...... 


Salary  to  the  scientific  adviser  in  light  experiments,  and 
periodical  and  other  reports  from  the  civil  engineer 


Paid  to  the  office  of  the  Customs’  Fund  for  printed  bills 
of  entry,  and  also  for  manuscript  lists  of  ships  entering 
the  Port  of  London,  furnished  daily,  and  for  reports  of 
vessels  not  clearing  at  the  Custom  House  - 


Charges  in  relation  to  experiments  for  the  improvement 
or  liotts,  models  of  machinery,  &c. 


Advances  and  payments  made  on  account  of  works  con- 
Rghts'  ^ tilC  estab]isllment  of  the  under-mentioned 


Floating-light  and  buovs  in  the  Bristol  Channel,  the 

light  first  exhibited  i 8 July  1838 
Ditto  - - in  Cockle  Gatt 
Ditto 


near  the  Cork  Ledge 

Surveys  of  the  Pollard  and  Bishop’s  Rocks  - 
Charges  for  committees  on  inspection  of  various  lights  - 


SUEn“atT  d!mvance  t0  the  lafe  collector  of  light 
duties,  coastwise,  in  the  Port  of  London  b 


'"SSlST®!"  0,1  *“•  Acco“”t  —Postages  of  letters 
a"enf'  0 , Parce^s  t0  a°d  from  the  collectors  and 
st°ureps,  books  OU*'p.orts’  advertisements,  stationery. 


London UlLC.0."eCt0,'S  at  the.  Out-ports,  the  offices  in 
’ nd  tile  general  service  of  this  department 


£.  s. 


».»9«  5 2£ 

838  10 


43,660  12  11 J 


£.  s.  d. 


1,194  8 - 
1,180  9 10 


8g  12  2 
70  5 4 


77,566  13  6 


77,566  13  6 


972  10 
375  - 


257  7 6 


931  8 2£ 


79,716  2 
63  5 9 


79,779  7 9i 


£.  t.  d. 


3 2 9i 
34»  19  8 i 


8g  12  2 
70  5 4 


13,685  8 4A 


13,685  8 4 h 


£.  143,868  8 8 86,172  15  lj  57,605  13  6i  /Carried  to  next 

1 1 1 l page. 
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APPENDIX  TO  REPORT  FROM  THE 


Revenue  of  the  Corporation  of  Trinity- House  of  Deptford  Strond,  and  Appropriation,  for  the  Year  1843  -continued 


Duties  collected  to  the 
Office  of  Buoyage 
and  Beaconage. 


For  Buoys  and  Bea- 
cons in  the  Channels 
leading  to  the  River 
Thames  and  Port  of 
London,  including 
loadsmanage  and 
primage ; also  in- 
cluding the  dues  for- 
merly returned  under 
the  head  of  “Trinity- 
House  Duties  from 
Stranger  Ships” 

For  buoys  off  Yar- 
mouth - - - 

For  buoys  and  beacons 
in  the  River  Tees  - 
For  Exeter  buoys 
For  Carmarthen  buoys 
For  Conway  buoys 
For  Aberdovey  buoys 
For  Woodbridge  bea- 
cons, &c. 

For  Falmouth  Black 
Rock  beacon  - 


Gross  Amount 
of 

Commission 

Collection. 

Net  Revenue, 

Charges. 

Surplus, 

Deficiency. 

£.  s.  d. 

£.  s.  d. 

£.„  s.  d. 

£.  s.  d. 

£.  s.  d. 

£■■  s.  d. 

10,680  - 3 

229  19  5 i 

10,450  - 9 i 

6,817  14  1 

3,632  6 8 1 

2,418  18  6 £ 

84  8 3l 

2,334  10  3 

1,922  19  11 

411  10  4 

708  8 2 

31  14  7 

676  13  7 

3S5  2 8 

421  10  11 

184  i 4 1 

9-31 

17.5  ■ 1 j 

109  12  4 

65  8 9I 

95  13  n i 

6 3 io| 

89  10 

122  17  3 

33  11  6 

S 4 Hj 

31  8 85 

59  13  - 

- 

28  6 5| 

s5  l3  3 5 

3 14  l 

21  19  2 j 

14  17  3 

7 1 nj 

34  17  ~ 

1 15  10 

33  1 2 

10  2 - 

22  19  2 

(see  Net  Revenue.) 

- - - 

25  16  9 

20  - - 

5 16  9 

£. 

13,837  19  5h 

9,332  18  6 

4,566  14  7 £ 

61  13  8 



Surplus  of  Buoyage  and  Beaconage  - - - 


Ditto  - Ligiit  Account 

Deduct,— Repairs,  wages,  and  victualling  to  the  engineers  and  firemen,  coals  and  stores  for 
the  “Vestal”  and  “ Beacon,”  and  a proportion  for  the  “Argus”  steam-yachts, 
their  services  being  applicable  to  each  of  the  lighthouses,  buoys,  beacons,  &c., 
but  which  cannot  be  apportioned  to  the  respective  establishments  - 
Salaries  and  allowances  to  the  superintendent,  storekeeper,  and  wharfinger  at 
Blackwall,  and  rates,  taxes,  repairs,  &c.  on  the  establishment  at  that  place 


£. 

6,056  17  u 
1,007  4 3 


Surplus  (carried  forward,  p.  440)  - - - £. 


4.505  - Hi 
57.695  13  61 
6s, coo  14  6 


7,064  2 2 
155.136  13  4 


CHARGES  IN  RELATION  TO  ALMS-PERSONS,  PENSIONERS,  &c. 


Revenue. 

Charges  thereon. 

Net  Revenue. 

Charges. 

Allowances  and  Pensions  to  Alms-people  at  Deptford 
and  Mile  End  : — 

£.  s.  d. 

£.  s.  d. 

£.  s.  d. 

£.  i.  d. 

Pensions  12  months,  and  bounty  month,  allowances 
for  nurses,  funeral  expenses,  medicine,  coals,  and 
clothes  -------- 

Charges  for  repairs  of  the  houses  occupied  by  the 
above;  viz. 

- - - 

6,613  5" 

Governors’  salaries  and  disbursements,  tradesmen’s 
bills,  insurance,  water-rate,  salaries  to  chaplains, 
and  wages  to  gardeners  and  watchmen 

1,436  11  8 

Pensions  to  infirm  and  disabled  seamen,  their  wives  and 
children,  and  to  the  widows  and  orphans  of  seamen  - 

. 

24,728  10  - 

Commission  allowed  for  distributing  the  same  at  the 
several  out-ports  where  they  reside  - - - - 

- - . 

. 

- - - 

658  1 1 

Carried  forward  - - - £. 

- • • 

- - - 

- ' ' 

33,436  9 ■ 
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Revenue  of  .1,3  Corporation  of  Trinity . Hons.  of  Deptford  Sired,  and  Appropriation,  for  the  Veer 


Charges  in  relation  to  Alms-persons,  &c continued. 


Brought  forward 


Occasional  relief  granted  to  pilots  and  other  disabled 
mariners,  their  widows  and  children,  in  small  sums  in 
urgent  cases  of  distress 


Bread  distributed  annually  at  Limehouse,  on  Good 
Friday,  pursuant  to  the  will  of  Mrs.  Elizabeth 
Colbert  - 


Paid  to  the  poor  of  the  hamlet  of  Limehouse.  pursuant 
to  the  will  of  Mr.  William  Geere  _ 


Paid  to  the  poor  of  the  hamlet  of  Ratcliff,  pursuant  to 
the  will  of  Captain  John  Vassall  . 


Paid  to  the  poor  of  the  hamlet  of  Stepney,  pursuant  to 
the  will  of  Captain  Timothy  Mangles  - 

Subscriptions  to  various  public  charities 


Incidental  charges : — Stationery,  books,  printing,  and 
where  Ule  Pensioners  resident  in 


London  are  paid 


Revekubs  of  Estates  and  other  Property,  expressly 

not  ‘°  the  rcliof  of  PilotB  and  offer 

poor  disabled  manners,  their  wives,  widows,  and 


Newington  estate 
Lincolnshire  estate 
Essex  estate  ... 

Bagger  House,  at  Limehouse 
Mrs.  Elisabeth  Colbert’s  gift,  interest  on 
Captain  John  Vassall’s  gift,  . ditto 

Mrs.  Ann  Elder’s  legacy,  - - ditto 

Mrs.  Mary  Grigg’s  legacy  . ditto 
Mr.  George  Wilton’s  legacy,  - ditto 
Capt.  Timothy  Mangle’s  legacy,  ditto 
Mr.  Samuel  Hunter’s  legacy  . ditto 
Capt.  Mortimer's  andl 
oteevens’ legacy  -J  “ " ditto 


theh^lection  Elder  Brethren>  as  usual,  on 


Crown  o6tlf  J}?^,  -under  grants  from  the 

*0  under  Ac?“th  ^ Char,eS  IL> 

sequent  Acts.  . ° ge  IL>  c011tinued  by  sub- 


3,°44  6 4 

317  3 8 
68  18  6 

20  - - 


32,1  Si  3 5 


Charges  thereon. 


£.  S.  d. 


91  11  1 

22  10  1 

1 9 - 


1 28,820  7 8 

£. 


Net  Revenue. 


2»952  16  3 
294  13  7 
67  9 6 

19  8 4 

3 5 8 

3 10  - 
8 16  4 
512  1 xo 
108  5 4 
7 14  6 
7 17  4 
16  - _ 


3,34°  15  9 


7,545  3 


Charges. 


£.  s.  d. 

33,436  9 2 


561  16  2 


3 5 8 


7 14  6 
196  1 1 - 


85  19  11 


Deduct  Revenue 

Deficiency  (carried  forward,  p.  440.)  • 


35,200  6 s 
7,545  3 5 


27,655  3 - 


0-36. 


3 14 
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appendix  to  report  from  the 


Revenue  of  the  Corporation  of  Trinity-House  of  Deptfori  Stroud,  and  Appropriation,  for  the  Year  1843-r.,,,-,,^ 
• NET  REVENUE  AND  EXPENDITURE. 


Net  Revenue,  One  Year,  to  31  December  1843. 


Surplus  on  the  account  of 
Light  and  Buoyage  duties  - 

Rents  of  estates  not  solely 
applicable  to  charitable 
purposes  ...  955  1 

Deduct, — 

Taxes,  repairs  and  charges, 
and  purchase  of  ground 
contiguous  to  the  Alms- 
houses at  Deptford  - 266  12  11 


Dividends  of  stock  in  the 
public  funds,  and  interest 
charged  at  the  rate  paid 
on  the  capital  sold  in  aid 
of  the  purchase  of  light- 
houses - 

Discount  allowed  on  prompt 
payment  of  various  ac- 
counts - 


Expenditure,  one  Year,  to  31  December  l 


Deficiency  on  the  account  of  pensions  - 

Charges  of  the  House  and  Offices  on  [ 
Tower-hill : — 

Taxes,  repairs,  furniture,  insurance, 
wages  to  housekeeper,  servants, 
gatekeeper  and  watchman  - 

Salaries  to  20  Elder  Brethren,  pursuant 
to  the  Act  3 Geo.  4,  c.  111 

House  expenses  for  court  and  audit 
dinners,  board  of  housekeeper  and  ser- 
vants, together  with  the  total  expense 
of  the  procession  and  dinner  on  the 
anniversary  of  Trinity  Monday  - 

Salaries  and  allowances  to  the  secretary 
and  clerks  employed  in  the  transaction 
of  the  general  business  of  the  Corpora- 
tion, and  wages,  &c.  to  messengers 

Salaries  to  clerk  of  the  works,  ruler  of 
pilots  at  Gravesend,  clerk  of  ships’  en- 
tries (Customs),  for  daily  lists  of  vessels 
reported  with  and  without  pilots,  mathe- 
matical examiner,  and  Parliamentary 
remembrancer  - 

Pension  to  widow  of  a ruler  of  pilots  at 
Gravesend  - 

Commissions  charged  on  the 
examination  of  claims  on 
the  Consolidated  Fund,  £.  s.  d. 
under  various  Orders  in 
Council  - - - - 798  3 7 

Salary  and  allowance  to  the 
clerk  employed  in  the  ex- 
aminati  on  of  these  acc  ounts; 
also  charges  for  postage, 
carriage  of  parcels,  and  in- 
cidents - 203  14  - 


£•  t.  i 
27.655  3 - 


Property  and  income  tax  assessed  on  the 
Corporation,  for  the  year  ending  5 April 
1843,  on  this  revenue  - 

Incidental  Charges  not  applicable  to  any 
particular  Account,— 

Postages  of  letters,  stationery,  adver- 
tisements, printing,  books,  maps, 
charts,  stamps,  newspapers,  coach 
hire,  carriage  of  parcels,  &c. 


1,872  9 7 


6,476  3 4 


Surplus  - * ' 


61,942  12  II 


5 10  5 


1,727  1 ■ 


1,022  10  1 

47,93'  >' 11 
14,010  '3 

61, 94"  11  "I 
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Deduct  Charges  - - - - - - 47>,23  2 5 22,467 

Balance  carried  to  next  Account & 1)024,690 


APPENDIX  TO  REPORT  FROM  THE 


Appendix,  No.  6 

(A)- 

Contract  Prices 
for  Sperm  Oil, 
1834  to  1845. 


STATEMENT  of  the  Contract  Prices  at  which  pure  winter-bagged  Sperm  Oii  has  h 
supplied  to  the  Corporation  of  Trinity  House,  from  1834  to  1845,  both  inclusive-™ 
showing  the  Contractors’  Names,  their  Prices,  and  the  Quantity  contracted  for  in’  h 


YEAR. 

Name  of  Contractor. 

Price  per 
Imperial 
Gallon. 

1834  - 

Langton  & Bicknell  - 

s.  d. 

1836  - 

- - ditto  - 

1837  - 

- - ditto  - 

1838  - 

- - ditto  - 

1839  .... 

- - ditto  - 

1840  - 

- - ditto  - 

1841  - 

- - ditto  - 

1842  - 

- - ditto  - - - - ] 

1843  - 

- - ditto 

1844  - 

- - ditto  - 

1845  - 

- - ditto  - 

6 8 

Trinity  House,  London,  21 

l April  1845. 

J.  Herben 

Quantity 

contracted 

for. 


tons. 
150 
158 
140 
150 
160 
150 
150 
150 
200 
200 


LIGHTHOUSES  THAT  BELONGED  TO  THE  CROWN  AND  INDIVIDUALS 
PURCHASED. 


Appendix,  No.  7. 


A c pLSlw  w 0f  4l“  L,l>’,TS  P“re>Hd  ly  tw  Corporation  of  Tnttmv  Hot,™,  umto  tl.o  Act  c & 7 Will.  4, 

Atrrce’mrat  or  bv t,  xfcS  •*”  Am"n‘  °f  JW,““  ar>d  *>»  B“‘>  »f  Povclnae,  and  tvbetlmr  kf 

' P“11  *“  » °‘'der  °f  «“  «*«*  •»  "3L  of  Commons  or 


Amount,  of 
Purchase  Money. 

Date  of  Purchase. 

Whether  by 
Agreement  or  by 
Jury  Verdict. 

£■■  s.  d. 

37,S9G  7 1 

1 January  1837  - 

By  agreement. 

31,730  1 - 

- - ditto 

ditto. 

20,954  2 5 

- - ditto 

ditto. 

170,468  7 - 

26  March  1836  - 

- ditto. 

37,475  9 2 

- - ditto 

ditto. 

384  2 10 

i 

>1  January  1837 

ditto. 

1,221  - R 

J 

fl-4th,  1 Jan.  1841 

1 -4th,  ditto. 

309,531  4 6 

^3-4ths,  lApr.  1841 

3-4ths,  by  verdict 

of  a jury  at  York. 

124,078  17  2 

1 January  1841  - 

By  agreement 

444,984  11  3 

1 October  1841  - 

- - By  verdict  of  a 

jury  at  Beaumaris. 

1,179,324  3 1 

Names  of  Lights. 


Wintertonness  and 
Orfordness. 

Harwich 
Dungeness  - 
Smalls 
Longships  - 
Hunstanton 
Spurn 

Tynemouth 

Skerries 


Proprietors’  Names. 


Lord  Braybrooke  - 

- Lieutenant  General 
Rebow. 

T.  W.  Coke,  Esq.  - 

- Rev.  A.  H.  Bu- 
chanan, and  T.  P. 
Clarke,  Esq. 

- Henry  P.  Smith, 
Esq. 

Frederick  Lane,  Esq. 


- G.  Lowther  Thomp- 
son, Esq.,  B.  I.  An- 
gell  Angell,  Esq. 

- T.  Thorpe  Fowke, 
Esq. 

- Executors  of  Mor- 
gan Jones,  Esq.,  and 
others. 


- Leasefrom  the  Crown, 
12  years  5 months  of 
lease  unexpired. 

- Lease  from  the  Crown, 
12  years  5 days  un- 
expired. 

- Leasefrom  the  Crown, 
12  years  175  days  un- 
expired. 

- Lease  from  Trinity 
House,  41  years  un- 
expired. 

- Lease  from  Trinity 
House,  9 -}  years  un- 
expired. 

- Leasefrom  the  Crown, 
9 months,  16  days. 

11J  years  unexpired 
1 In  perpetuity,  p’  Act] 
|J  12  Geo.  3,  c.  39.  j 

- In  perpetuity,  p’  Act 
42  Geo.  3,  c.  43. 

- In  perpetuity,  p’  Act 
3 Geo.  2. 


Trinity  House,  London,  12  April  1845. 


(signed)  J.  Herbert,  Secretary. 
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APPENDIX  TO  REPORT  FROM  THE 


Appendix,  No.  7 

(B> 

Statement  of  the 
Charges  of  each 
separate  Light. 


DETAILED  STATEMENT  of  Charges  Included  in  Amounts  of  Purchase  Monoy. 

i 


(a)  Smalls  Light  : 

Paid  for  the  purchase  of  the  lessee’s  interest  in  the  property  - - 

Interest  at  four  per  cent,  on  the  purchase-money,  pending  the  agreement  and  its 
final  completion  and  payment,  the  corporation  receiving  the  tolls 
Purchase  of  an  annuity  chargeable  on  this  revenue  - - - - “ - 

Paid  for  the  purchase  of  the  stores  and  furniture,  and  of  the  tender  employed  m 

supplying  and  communicating  with  the  lighthouse 

Law  charges,  stamps,  and  expenses  of  the  corporation  in  transferring  the  property 
Paid  proportion  of  the  lessee’s  law  charges 


£.  s.  d. 
161,215  11  - 

7,204  6 10 
1,513  10  - 

1,086  7 6 
483  17  1 
100  - - 


[b)  Longshits  Light: 

Paid  for  the  purchase  of  the  lessee’s  interest  in  the  property 

Intersst  at  fiv.  per  cent,  on  the  purchase-money  pending  the : agreement  end  its 
final  completion  and  payment,  the  corporation  receiving  the  tolls 

Purchase  of  the  annuities  chargeable  on  this  revenue  " 

Interest  of  ditto  on  the  purchase-money  pending  the  agreement  and  its  final  com- 
pletion,  including  such  portions  of  the  annuities  as  fell  due  and  were  payable  - 

Paid  for  stores,  as  agreed " . 

Law  charges,  stamps,  and  expenses  of  the  corporation  on  the  transfer  of  the 
property  - 

Law  charges  of  some  of  the  annuitants 

Ditto  of  the  proprietor  of  a portion  of  the  leasehold  interest  in  the  property,  which 

was  subject  to  proceedings  in  Chancery 

£. 


(e)  WiNTEnTON  and  Orford  Lights  : 


Paid  for  the  purchase  of  these  lighthouses  ------ 

Stores,  lighting  materials,  furniture  and  fixtures  - - - £.  185  10 

Lighting  materials  supplied  by  the  corporation  to  complete  the 

working  stock ~ 89  1J 


Law  charges,  stamps,  and  expenses  in  transferring  the  property 


(J)  Harwich  Lights: 

Paid  for  the  purchase  of  these  lighthouses 

Paid  for  some  furniture,  and  land-tax  due  while  the  purchase  was  pending  - 
Law  charges,  stamps,  and  expenses  in  transferring  the  property 


(g)  Dungeness  Light: 

Paid  for  the  purchase  of  the  lessee’s  interest  in  the  property  - 
Interest  at  four  per  cent,  on  the  purchase-money  pending  the  agreement  and  its 
final  completion  and  payment,  the  corporation  receiving  the  tolls  - 
Paid  for  the  stores,  furniture  and  fixtures  - ------ 

Law  charges,  stamps,  and  expenses  incurred  by  the  corporation  on  the  transfer 

of  the  property ----- 

Paid  proportion  of  the  lessee's  costs,  as  taxed 

£. 


1,631 

8,479 


6 4 
11  2 


491  1 
300 


730  1 
213 


44,300  11  3 


275  18  8 
156  11  8 


31,975  12  0 
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(h)  Hunstaxtox  Light. 


£.  s.  d. 


Appenpix,  No. 

(.L). 


Paid  for  the  purchase  of  the  lessee’s  interest  in  the  property  . 

Interest  at  four  per  cent,  on  the  purchase-money  pending  the  agreement  and  its 
final  completion  and  payment,  the  corporation  receiving  the  tolls  - 
Sundry  stores,  &c.  purchased  by  the  corporation 

Law  charges,  stamps,  and  expenses  incurred  by  the  corporation  on  the  transfer  of 
the  property  - 

Proportion  of  law  charges  incurred  by  the  lessee  on  ditto  - 

£. 


1,005  3 G 

31  13  - 

19  6 - 

79  14  G 
30  15  4 
1,768  16  4 


Statemeht  of  the 
Charges  of  each 
separate  Light. 


(i)  Spurs  Lights. 


Paid  for  the  purchase  of  the  proprietor’s  interest  in  the  property,  including 
282,148/.  8s.  5 d.  for  two-thirds  thereof,  being  awarded  by  a special  jury  at 


Paid  for  stores  purchased 

Law  charges,  stamps,  and  expenses  incurred  by  the  corporation,  including  the 
costs  of  the  trial  at  York  . 

Paid  proportion  (as  taxed)  of  the  charges  incurred  by  the  owners  of  the  property  - 

£. 


309,531 

266 

1,069 

353 

311,211 


4 

13 

8 

17 

3 


(A)  Tixmoutii  Light. 

Paid  for  the  purchase  of  the  proprietor’s  interest  in  the  property  - 

Interest  at  four  per  cent  on  the  purchase-money  pending  the  agreement  and  its 
final  completion  and  payment,  the  corporation  receiving  the  tolls  - 

Law  charges,  stamps,  and  expenses  incurred  by  the  corporation  in  the  transfer  of 
the  property 


£. 


124,678  17 
221  14 

210  16 
125,111  7 


G 

5 

5 

4 


4 


(/)  Skerries  Light. 


Law  charges  incurred  previous  to  the  negotiation  of  the  purchase  on  questions 
which  had  arisen  as  to  the  proprietor’s  right  to  certain  tolls  in  Ireland  - - 132 

Survey  of  the  lighthouse  and  the  property  previous  to  the  purchase  - - - 152 

Paid  for  the  purchase  of  the  proprietor’s  interest  in  the  property,  the  value  of 
which  was  determined  by  a jury  at  Beaumaris  ------  444  984 


Paid  interest  at  four  per  cent,  on  an  annuity  on  the  property  pending  its  settle- 
ment 

Paid  the  corporation’s  law  charges,  stamps,  and  expenses  in  transferring  the  pro- 
perty, including  the  costs  of  the  inquisition  held  at  Beaumaris  - 
Paid  the  proprietor’s  law  charges,  as  taxed  ------- 

£. 


138 

3,911 

4,138 

453,458 


16  6 
10  - 

11  3 

9 10 

1 10 
11  10 
1 3 


0-36. 


3 k 3 
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Spvrn  Lights  (i) 


A Statement  of  the  Yearly  Receipt  for  Light  Dues  for  Lighthouses,  purchased,  &c.  pursuant  to  the  Act  6 & 7 Will.  4,  c.  10— continued. 


3,831  18  -H  10,207  14  0 
2,433  11  9 9,607  14  6 

2,486  16  10  9,307  14  6 

2,256  8 11  20,582  2 3 

5,066  10  - 60,713  - - 

4,178  16  2 42,191  19  11 
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A RETURN  of  the  Total  Amount  paid  out  of  the  Consolidated  D„ti„  „f  Cosioms  unde,  ,he  Act,  « c , 
and  1 & 2 Viet.  c.  113,  s.  27,  in  respect  of  Duties  for  the  Lights  purchased  bv  tb-  r .9_?e°‘  3’  C'  64»  s'  9 

each  Year,  from  1833  to  the  period  at  which  such  Payments  respeotiTely  ceased  ”‘”r“  ‘0”  TM’ITT  Hot'"  " 


Lights. 

Payments  made  in  the  Years 

1 8 33. 

1834. 

1 8 36. 

1 8 3 6.  I 18  3 7. 

Harwich 
Smalls 
Longships  - 
Hunstanton 
Timnouth  - 
Spurn  Shore 
Skerries 

£. 

1 

£■  s.  d. 
407  4 10 
1,592  12  8 
349  1 5 
8 7 8 
336  3 5 £ 
732  8 1 

1,749  14  11 

£■  s.  d. 
459  8 8 
1,880  17  2 
415  12  7 
8 7 1 

367  14  10 | 
591  2 3 4 
1,929  4 3 ~ 

£■  S.  d. 
533  14  3 
1,944  9 - 
417  4 11 
7 5 8 
445  16  31 
1,000  18  - 
1,872  16  11 

£.  s.  d. 
538  16  7 
1,638  1 8 
481  3 - 
13  15  9 

554  4 10  § 
349  13  10  \ 
2,047  14  5 

£.  s.  d. 
533  11  9 
1 10  10 
12  2 3 
20-3 
720  19  7£ 
1,646  19  2£ 
2,623  19  4 

6,175  13  _£ 

5,652  6 11  £ 

6,222  4 - £ 

5,623  10  2 £ 

5,559  3 3 

Payments  made  in  the  Years 


18  38. 

18  39. 

1 8 40. 

£.  s.  d. 

^3 

£.  s.  d. 

- ^ 

■ - - 

738  8 10 

1,064  17  1 

1,696  17  11 

2,760  6 7 

3,694  10  5 

5,084  3 2 

5,522  1 7 

6,216  18  - 

184  1. 
~£.  ~ 


1,038  10  7 
2,861  18  6 
3,196  6 7 


7,097  4 8 


Total. 


£.  s.  d. 
2,472  16  I 
7,067  11  4 

1,676  4 2 
57  16  6 
6,350  16 
11,887  18  5 4 
23,648  11  7 


53, 150  14  1 


Trinity-House,  London,  12  April  1845. 


(signed)  J.  Herbert,  Secretary, 


A *7“? ‘^Amounts  claimed  cut  of  the  Consolidated  Fund  on  Account  « a- 

12  o^rrii : *<■ «.  App“--:  No- 7 


(E). 


tz  5 thti lights  fby  tie  Coq,oratio" of  rr 

tsas. 

and  Interest  (at  a Compound  Rate)  up  to  30  June  1845.  principal  of  each  ^ u 


LIGHTS. 

Claim  for 

the  Year  preceding 
the  Purchase. 

Years’ 

Purchase. 

Value  of  Claim 
forming 

part  of  Purchase 
Money. 

Interest 

on  tile  Value, at  the 
liates  Paid. 

chase.] 

Total 

Amount  of  Principal 
and  Interest. 

* 1 

JfillJj 

£■  s.  d. 
417  4 11 
1,944  9 - 
538  16  7 
13  15  9 
1,083  12  6 
1,438  15  2 
3,694  10  5 

22  £ 

£.  s.  d.  i 
9,388  - 7 ! 
43,750  2 6 
12,123  13  2 
310  4 4 
24,381  9 4 
32,372  1 3 
83,126  14  5 

£■  S.  d. 

4,212  9 9 
19,051  13  2 •; 
4,769  4 9 
122  - - 
4,613  10  5 
5,843  19  9 
12,842  8 9 

£•  s.  d. 
13,600  10  4 
62,801  15  8 
16,892  17  11 
432  4 4 
28,995  8 9 

38,216  1 - 
96,969  3 2 

9,131  4 3 

205,452  6 7 

51,455  15  7 

256,908  1 2 

The  above-mentioned  sum  offias  /Tfi,  I • Cr?wn  entitled  to  three-fifths  of  the  receipts. 
Customs,  is  therefore  subiecf  to  th.  lf  *TS  ?e  W,/°le  amount  claimed  of  tlie  Consolidated 
avenue  purchased  of  the  lessees  ■ on  thiW  ^ 828  ' j?  *'  aS  n0t  havinS  been  included  in  the 

from  the  total  amount  above  stated.  ^ S ^ *he  SUm  °f  10,135 1 Us’  9 d‘  shouId  be  deducted 

O.36. 
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APPENDIX  TO  REPORT  FROM  THE 


<5T  ATEMENT  of  the  Result  of  the  Purchases  of  the  undermentioned  Lighthouses,  as  respects 
the  Profit  and  Loss  thereof,  for  the  Year  1843. 


Tin  month  Light,  Purchase  - 

- £.  124,678. 

17  s.  2d. 

£.  s. 

d.| 

£.  s. 

d. 

Interest  at  3 J per  cent.  - 4,363  15 

Duties 

- 4,565  14 

H 

Charges  ...  - 2,661  1 

4 

Loss  - 

- 2,469  2 

n 

£.  7,024  16 

6 

£.  7,024  16 

6 

Spurn  Lights,  Purchase 

- 

- £.309,531. 

4$;  7 d. 

£.  s. 

d. 

£.  5. 

d. 

Interest  at  3 1 per  cent.  - - 10,833  11 

8 

Duties 

- 12,349  3 

n 

Charges  - 3>368  6 

4 

Loss  - 

- 1,852  14 

n 

£.  14,201  18 

£.  14,201  18 

Skerries  Light,  Purchase 

_ 

- £.  444,984. 

11  s '.  3 d. 

£.  s. 

d.  1 

£.  s. 

d. 

Interest  at  3 J per  cent.  - 15,574  8 

9 

Duties 

- 17,182  - 

81 

Charges  - - - - 1.338  13  10 

16,913  2 

7 

Profit  - - 268  18 

n 

£.  17,182  - 

8 h 

SUMMARY. 

£.  s. 

d. 

£.  -s. 

d. 

Loss  on  Tinmouth  - - 2,469  2 

i h 

Gain  on  Skerries 

- 268  18 

u 

„ Spurn  - 1,852  14 

43 

Balance  Loss 

- 4,052  18 

*4 

£.  4,321  16 

61 

£.4,321  16 

Trinity  House,  London,! 
3 July  1845.  J 


(E.  E.) 


J.  Herbert,  Secretary. 


A RETURN  of  the  Annuities  chargeable  on  the  ReTeimes  «f  _|™Value  of  each 

Corporation  of  Trinity  Sense  of  Aeptford  Strand,  showing  the  Amount  anti 
Annuity,  and  whether  included  in  the  Purchase  Money  or  not. 


Annuities  on  the  Longships  Light. 


One  for  - - - - £.240,  valued  at 
_ 300  — 


- £.1,540  - - 
1,875  - - 
- - 1,843  2 10 

The  above  annuities  were  purchased  by  the  lessees,  and  the  amoun*P^df^ 
them  by  the  Corporation  of  Trinity  House,  exclusive  of  the  payment  made  for 
their  interest  in  the  lighthouse,  amount  to  32,217 1.  6 s.  4 a. 

The  following  Annuities  purchased  and  paid  for  by  the  Corporation  : 

One  for  - - £.  100  18  4,  valued  at  - - - £•  706  « _ 

-----  53  4 - - - - * ‘ . _ 

289  16  - — - * * ' 


£.  s.  d. 
5,258  2 10 


3,221 


8 4 


£.  8,479  11  3 
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Amramsi  on  tie  Sbj.ilb  Light.  Appmidu,  No.  7 

Obo  for  100  i,  valued  at  1,613 1.  16«.,  purchased  and  paid  for  by  the  Corporation  of  Trinity 

The  following  annuities  are  still  chargeable  on  this  revenue,  and  paid  by  the  Corporation  fbk 

mmt  - nues  of  Light. 

One  for f00  * f houses,  5=e. 

— 20  - - 

100  - - 

100  - - 

~ 100  - - 


£.426  - - 


Trinity  House,  London, 
18  April  1845. 


} 


(EE.) 


J . Herbert,  Secretary. 


LIGHTHOUSES,  late  part  of  the  Land  Revenues  of  the  Ceown.  Appendix  No  7 

— (H)'. 


1.— “COPY  of  the  Statement  or  Calculation,  by  which  the  Rights  of  the  Crown,  in  the  Rights  of  the 
several  Lighthouses  at  Harwich,  Dungeness,  Wintertonness,  Orfordness,  and  Hunstanton  c.rown  in  particular 
Cliff,  were  estimatedto  amount  to  300,000/.  on  the  1st  of  January  1837.”  Lighthouses,  &c. 


The  following  is  a copy  of  a statement  or  calculation,  made  by  Mr.  Arthur  Morgan 
Actuary  to  the  Equitable  Assurance  Company,  estimating  the  value  of  the  rights  of  the 
Crown,  in  the  several  lighthouses  at  Harwich,  Dungeness,  Wintertonness,  Orfordness  and 
Hunstanton  Cliff,  to  amount  to  302,419  1 on  the  1st  of  January  1837,  and  unon  which 
the  arrangement  set  forth  in  the  Act  6 & 7 Will.  4,  c.  79,  s.  2,  is  founded  ■ viz  •—  ^ 


Value,  ou  the  1st  of  January  1837,  of 
the  Crown’s  Interest,  calculated  by 
the  Five  per  Cent.  Table,  in 
The  Harwich  Lighthouses  - 
Dungeness  ditto  _ 
Wintertonness  ditto  - 
Orfordness  ditto  - 
Hunstanton  Cliff  ditto 

| PreBcnt  Interest. 

Reversionary 

Interest. 

TOTAL. 

£.  s.  d. 

41,478  - - 
18,627  ~ — 

}3i,958  - - 

523  - - 

£.  s.  d. 

86,868  - - 
44.345  - - 
76,083  - - 
2,537  - - 

£.  s.  d, 

128,346  - - 
62,972  - - 
108,041  - - 
3,060  - -1 

£. 

92,586  - - 

209,833  - - 

302,419  _ - 

2.  « COPY  of  any  Minutes  of  the  Treasury,  directing  the  said  Sum  to  be  paid 
from  the  Consolidated  Fund.” 

CoLaohda'tid ' T?,  300f00‘-  fon?ed.  P"‘  of  a »™>  of  600,000  advanced  out  of  the 

Acts  of  Pa.r  rood,  under  the  authority  and  pursuant  to  the  crovisions  nf  the  .„.™T 
Arts  ot  Parliament  hereinafter  mentioned,  viz. : 


1 Geo.  4,  c.  71  and  in 
1 & 2 Geo.  4,  c.  122 
5 Geo.  4,  c.  48  - 


£.  s.  d. 

- 

100,000  - — 

- 

100,000  — — 

- 

400,000  - - 

£. 

600,000  - - 

"’part  W ” DATli  ?“  Whi?  lhe  Said  Loa"  of  3°°>000  L was  P“id  ,0-  »“d  b»an>e 

c.  79  ” REditary  Land  Revenues  of  the  Crown,  under  the  Act  6 & 7 Will.  4, 

of  theYereVitarv  kiid°reven,f'  wa?  considered  as  paid  to,  and  forming  part  of  the  produce 
day  the  r u’6  em‘fS,.0*tle  Crown,  on  the  1st  day  of  January  1837;  on  which 

revenues,  and  werf  tS-ansfened6' mentioned  ce^ed  t°  form  part  of  those  hereditary 
6 & 7 Will  4 c ~g  f ned  t0  and  vested  m the  Trinity  Board,  by  the  said  Act  of 


Office  of  Woods,  &c.1 
22  July  1845.  / 

0.36. 


Lincoln,  TCommissioners  of  Her  Majesty’s 
Charles  Gore,)  Woods,  Forests,  &,c. 

31-2 
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A RETURN  of  all  Compensations  granted  by  the  Corporation  of  Trinity  House  of  Deptford  Strand,  under  the  26th  Sect,  of 
Act  6 & 7 Will.  4,  c.  79,  distinguishing  the  Amount  to  each  Person,  to  31st  December  1843. 


total 

amount. 


POINT  WENT. 


25  Mar.  — 

1 Jan.  1842 
1 Jan.  1837 
1 Apr.  1841 
1 Jan.  1842 
1 Jan.  1837 
1 Apr.  1841 
1 Jan.  1842 
1 Jan.  1837 
1 Jan.  — 

1 Jan.  — 

1 Apr.  1841 
1 Jan.  1842 
1 Jan.  1837 
1 Apr.  1841 
1 Jan.  1837 
1 Jan.  — 

1 Jan  — 

1 Apr.  1841 
1 Jan.  1837 
1 Apr.  — 

1 Jan.  — 

1 Jan.  — 

1 Jan.  — 

1 Jan.  — 

1 Jan.  — 

1 Jart.  — 

1 Jan.  — 

1 Jan.  — 

1 Jan.  — 

1 Jan.  — 

1 Jan.  — 

1 Jan.  — 

1 Jan.  1842 
l'Jan.  1837 
1 Jan.  — 

1 Jan.  — 

1 Apr.  1841 
1 Jan.  1837 
1 Jan.  — 

1 Jan.  — 

1 Jan.  — 
25  Mar.  1836 
1 Jan.  1842 

1 Apr.  1841 
1 Apr.  — 

1 Apr.  — 

1 Nov.  — 


Woodward,  T. 
Blythe,  T. 
Ditto 
Reade,  T. 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Brad,  G.  - 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Pitts,  J.  - 
Gibson,  P. 
Armstrong,  N. 
Ditto 
Ditto 

Simpson,  J. 
Ditto 

Armstrong,  J. 
Sheriff,  C. 
Ure,  J.  - 
Ditto 
Arnott,  G. 
Reynolds,  W. 
Coppin,  W. 
Jenkins,  T. 
Thomas,  E. 
Ferris,  R.  J. 
Stedder,  S.  H. 
Davies,  D. 
Roderick,  T. 
Swatman,  W. 
Thompson,  N. 
Evans,  H. 

Keily,  E. 
Green,  J. 


Leach,  H. 
Walsh,  J. 
Brough, C. 
Ditto 

Jickling,  N. 
Canning,  H. 
Runnacles,  H. 
Watson,  W. 
Whitney,  W. 
Ditto 

Hayes,  T.  P. 
Budd,  T.  W. 
Budd,  C.  H. 
Jones.  H.  P. 


£.  s.  d. 
1,135  18  11 
l j 753  6 9 


|l26  16 
69  19 


27  11 
16  14 


43  6 3 

1 17  4 


: 10 


1 


8 17  - 
49  14  6 
4 15  11 
14  2 
25  10  1 
46  10  - 

4 112 

44  2 10 

17  16  5 
23  6 8 

83  6 8 

280  6 4 
41  6 8 
6 13  11 
19  8 1 

• 43  11  9 


Collector,  Smalls  Light,  at  Liverpool  - 
jf Clerk  to  Mr.  Woodward  - ditto  - 
/Collector,  Skerries,  Liverpool  ... 
f Ditto  - private  lights  - 

| Ditto  - Tinmouth  Light  - 
[Ditto  - Skerries,  all  in  London 

/Clerk  to  Mr.  Reade,  at  the  Custom-house, 
/ London  ------- 

Joint  collector  at  Newcastle 
Clerk  to  collectors  at  ditto  - 
f Collector  private  lights  at  ditto  - 
4 Ditto  - - - ditto  - 

j [Collector  Skerries  at  ditto  - 
If  Collector  at  Sunderland  - 

/Collector  private  lights  at  ditto  - 
Clerk  to  Mr.  Simpson  at  Sunderland 
Second  ditto  - - ditto  - 
/Collector  at  Leith  - 
/Ditto  private  lights  at  ditto  - 
Sub-collector  at  Grangemouth 
Collector  at  Newport  (Monmouthshire)  - 
Sub-collector  at  Blyth  - 

Collector  at  Gloucester  - 

Sub-collector  at  Neath  - 

Collector  at  Penzance  - - - - 

Ditto  - Bristol  - 

Ditto  - Swansea  - 

Sub-collector  at  Pembrey  - - - 

Collector  at  Lynn  - - - 

Clerk  to  Collector  at  Stockton 
- Receiver  at  Holyhead  of  English  light  duties 
collected  in  Ireland. 

Collector,  English  light  duties  at  Cork 
/Ditto  - Smalls  Light  at  Belfast 
/Ditto  - Skerries  - ditto 
Ditto  - private  lights,  Milford 
Ditto  - Dungeness,  coastwise,  at  the  Cus- 
house,  London. 


£.  s.  d. 
753  6 9 
822  15  4 

325  5 - 

95  16  - 
60 

230  - 9 

319  - 10 

12  15  - 
■ 43  5 3 
1 17  4 


23  12  10 


38  1 8 
8 17  - 
49  14  6 
4 15  11 
1 4 2 


46  10  - 

4 11  2 

44  2 3 

17  16  5 
23  6 8 


Died  14  August  1888. 
Died  27  February  1844. 
Died  8 March  1841. 
l)  Died  2 June  1838. 
s)  Died  9 Jan.  1841. 


Clerk  to  Mr.  Armstrong,  at  Newcastle  - 

Receiver-general,  Dungeness  Light 
Collector,  Heligoland  Light,  at  Hamburgh  - 
Ditto  - at  Harwich  - 
Ditto  - at  Rye  - 
/Ditto  - Smalls,  at  Cork  - 
/Ditto  - Skerries,  ditto  - 

| Receivers-general  of  Spurn  Light  Duties 

Collector,  Spurn  Lights,  at  London 
Agent  at  Holyhead,  Skerries  - 


(°)  Died  17  Oct  1839. 

(T)  Died  8 Oct.  1844. 

(8)  Died  12  March  1844. 
(°)  Died  2 February  1841. 
(lo)  Died  4 May  1841. 


' 58  6 8 

33  6 8 
364  4 8 
17  10  - 
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Jsn.  1342 
Jan.  — * 
Jan.  — 
Jan.  — 
Jan.  — 
July  1841 
Jan.  — 
Anr.  — 


Palgrave,  W.  B. 
Collins,  C.  J.  - 
Carlisle,  J. 
Thompson,  J.  - 
Williams,  J. 
Thompson,  T.  - 
Stansmore,  J.  S. 
Ditto 


AMOUNT. 


- 3 4 
1 14  2 


19  14  4 
1 11  10 
3-8 
6 3 6 
10  16  10 
1 17  C 


Gratuities  awarded  as  under  stated : 


Strike,  W. 

Daw,  R. 

Ditto 
Moyle,  J. 
Wilcox,  W. 
Davies,  W.  D. 
Trevor,  F. 
Beaumont,  J.  - 
Fiddes,  A. 
Stanmore,  J.  S. 
Reay,  J. 
Campbell,  J. 
Grey,  T.  R.  - 

Carlisle,  J. 


130  10 
35  11 


312  2 4 
106  - - 
121  7 2 

12  16  8 
17  10  8 
11  5 6 
60  15  3 
15  - - 
46  14  6 
164  1 11 

21  - — 


APPOINTMENT. 


Collector,  Skerries,  Dublin  - 
Ditto  - ditto  - Drogheda 

Ditto  - ditto  - Strangford 

Ditto  - ditto  - Lancaster 

Ditto  - at  Llanelly  - 
Ditto  - at  Berwick  - 
/Ditto  - Tinmouth,  at  Truro 
/Ditto  - Spurn  - ditto 


Collector,  Smalls  Light,  at  Fowey 
/Ditto  - at  Cardiff  - 
|\  Ditto  - - ditto  .... 
Ditto  - at  Stockton  - 
Ditto  - Dungeness,  at  London  - 
Ditto  - at  Llanelly  - 
Sub-collector,  at  Wisbeach  - 
Ditto  - - at  Seaham  - 
Collector,  at  Aberdeen  ... 
Ditto  - at  Truro  - 
Ditto  - Smalls  Light,  at  Belfast 
Ditto  - - ditto  - at  Greenock 
Ditto  - Tinmouth  and  Spurn  Lights, 
Stockton. 


£.  s.  d. 
72  8 9 
19  14  4 


Jtti-The  mount  of  Charge  for  the  year  1844  would  have  been  4,113t  Os.  7 but  the  deaths  that  occurred  in  that  year  Wife 
Notes  at  bottom  of  this  and  previous  page),  will  cause  a reduction  in  the  annual  sum,  viz ' ' 


reduction  in  the  annual  sum,  viz— 
*.  s.  d. 

822  15  4 by  the  death  of  Mr.  Reade. 

46  10  - by  the  death  of  Mr.  Evans. 

280  6 4 by  the  death  of  Mr.  Jickling. 


£.1,149  11  8 


Trinity-House,  London,  16  April  1845. 


Purchased  in  1842 : vide  gratuities. 
For  2 years,  to  31  Dec. 


(*)  For  2 l years,  to  31  Deo. 
(*)  To  31  Dec.  1843. 


(signed)  J.  Herbert,  Secretary. 


TREASURY. 

Copy  of  Correspondence  relating  to  the  Purchase  of  certain  Lights  by  the  Corporation 
of  Trinity  House. 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen,  Treasury  Chambers,  12  March  1836. 

It  having  been  represented  to  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  his  Majesty’s  Treasury  that 
Lord  Braybrooke  has  expressed  his  readiness  to  enter  into  a negotiation  with  you  for  the 
Lordship’s  interest  in  the  lease  he  now  holds  of  the  tolls  and  duties  collected  for 
the  W intertonness  and  Orfordness  Lights,  and  also  that  Lieut.-general  Rebow  will  not 
object  to  enter  into  a similar  negotiation  for  the  sale  of  his  interest  in  the  lease  he  now  holds 
ot  the  tolls  and  duties  collected  for  the  Harwich  Lights;  I have  received  their  Lordships’ 
commands  to  acquaint  you  that  his  Majesty’s  Government  see  no  objection  to  a sale  to  you 
° ,.~®  interests  in  question,  your  Board  being  bound  by  all  the  conditions  and  covenants  to 
which  the  lessees  of  the  Crown  are  now  subjected, 
m,  -I  . I &C- 

tne  Elder  Brethren  of  the  Trinity  House.  (signed)  A.  Y.  Spearman. 


Appendix,  No.  7 
00- 

Correspondence  cn 
the  Purchase  of 
certain  Lights,  &c. 


j Trinity  House,  London,  25  March  1836. 

AM  directed  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  12th  instant,  signifying,  by 
mand  of  the  Right  honourable  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  the  Treasury,  that  his 
...  Jesf7  s Government  see  no  objection  to  a sale  to  this  Corporation  of  the  interests  of  the 
for  it  11  es?ees  °/  the  tolls  and  duties  collected  for  the  Wintertonness  and  Orfordness,  and 
j , 1 Harwich  Lighthouses,  for  which,  it  has  been  represented  to  their  Lordships,  that 
and  F Hraybrooke  and  Lieut.-general  Rebow  have  expressed  their  readiness  to  negotiate; 
have  it  in  command  to  acquaint  you,  for  their  Lordships’ information,  that  this  Corpo- 
las  watered  into  treaty  with  Lord  Braybrooke,  Lieut.-general  Rebow,  and  also  with 
O'  «ret  er'°k  Lane,  with  a view  to  arrange  the  terms  upon  which  this  Corporation  might 
’3°’  ' 3 l 3 become 
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Correspondence  on 
the  Purchase  of 
certain  Lights,  &c. 


become  the  purchasers  of  their  interests  respectively  in  the  tolls  and  duties  payable  for  the 
abovementioned,  and  also  for  the  Hunstanton  Lighthouses,  but  that  those  treaties  have  not 
been  at  present,  in  either  case,  concluded. 

In  making  this  communication  I am  directed  to  advert  to  that  part  of  your  letter  which 
states  that  this  Board  is  to  be  “ bound  by  all  the  conditions  and  covenants  to  which  the 
lessees  of  the  Crown  are  now  subjected,”  and  to  observe,  that  the  Elder  Brethren,  havino- 
regard  to  the  public  objects  which  constitute  the  ground  on  which  the  Select  Committee  of 
the  House  of  Commons  (Session  1834)  found  their  recommendation  that  all  the  general 
public  lights  should  he  placed  in  the  hands  of  this  Corporation,  had  not  anticipated  that 
the  purchase  of  the  interests  of  the  lessees  of  the  Crown  would  have  involved  the  condition 
stated  in  your  letter,  hut  that,  on  the  contrary,  such  arrangement  would  have  been  effected 
on  the  part  of  his  Majesty’s  Government  as  they  might  have  judged  expedient,  whereby  the 
lighthouses  in  question,  and  the  dues  payable  for  the  same,  would  be  vested  in  this  Corpo- 
ration, with  the  combined  object  of  consolidation  of  management,  and  of  reduction  of  charge 
to  the  shipping  of  the  country.  _ . _ , 

It  is  not  at  present  the  intention  of  the  Elder  Brethren  to  occupy  their  Lordships’  time 
with  any  lengthened  observations  upon  this  subject,  which  they  regard  rather  as  embracing 
matter  and  involving  points  for  the  consideration  and  determination  of  his  Majesty’s  Govern- 
ment and  ihe  Legislature ; they  feel,  however,  that  it  would  be  inconsistent  with  their  duty 
to  the  shipping  interest  if  they  failed  at  this  moment  respectfully,  but  earnestly,  to  solicit 
their  Lordships’  renewed  consideration  of  the  condition  which  they  have  attached  to  their 
consent  to  the  sale  of  the  interest  of  the  lessees  under  the  Crown,  as  being  incompatible  with 
the  principles  and  objects  set  forth  in  the  Reports  of  the  Select  Committees  of  the  House  of 
Commons  (Sessions  1822  and  1834),  and  especially  of  those  parts  thereof  which  relate  to 
the  Crown  Lighthouses,  and  also  at  variance  with  the  general  authority  vested  in  this  Cor- 
poration in  respect  to  the  placing  and  maintaining  of  beacons  and  other  sea-marks,  by  the 
Act  of  the  8th  of  Elizabeth,  and  more  fully  by  the  grant  of  the  office  of  Buoyage  and  Bea- 
conage, "with  all  and  every  fees,  advantages,  salaries,  profits,  emoluments,  commodities,  and 
rights,  incidents,  aud  appurtenances  whatsoever,”  on  the  surrender  thereof  by  the  Lord  High 
Admiral,  in  the  36th  year  of  her. Majesty’s  reign. 

I have,  &c. 

A.  Y.  Spearman,  Esq.  Treasury  Chambers.  (signed)  J.  Herbert. 


Sir,  Trinity  House,  London,  1 December  1836. 

The  negotiations  which  have  taken  place  between  this  Corporation  and  the  Crown 
lessees  of  the  Wintertonness  and  Orfordness,  the  Harwich  and  the  Dungeness  Lighthouses, 
for  the  purchase  of  the  respective  interests  of  the  lessees  therein  having  been  concluded,  j 
I have  it  in  command  from  the  Elder  Brethren  of  this  Corporation  to  transmit  to  you,  for 
the  information  of  the  Right  honourable  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  his  Majesty’s  Trea- 
sury, the  enclosed  statement  of  the  particulars  of  those  respective  leases,  and  of  the  terms 
and  amount  of  purchase-money  which  have  been  agreed  upon,  and  to  request  that  you  will 
be  pleased  to  submit  the  same  to  their  Lordships’  consideration,  with  a view  to  the  com- 
munication of  their  Lordships’  consent  thereto  in  writing  previously  to  the  completion  of  the 
contracts  of  sale,  as  required  by  the  third  section  of  the  Act  6 & 7 Will.  4,  c.  79. 

The  Elder  Brethren  direct  me  to  express  their  regret  that  the  negotiation  with  the  lessee 
of  the  Hunstanton  Light  has  not  yet  been  brought  to  a satisfactory  termination. 

I have,  8tc. 

A.  Y.  Spearman,  Esq.  &c.  &e.  See.  (signed)  J • Herbert. 

Treasury. 


A Statement  of  the  Teems  which  have  been  agreed  upon  between  the  Corporation  0 
Trinity  House  and  the  Lessees  of  the  undermentioned  Lighthouses,  for  the  Purchase  0 
their  respective  Interests  therein,  from  the  1st  January  1837. 


Name  of 

Lessee. 

Remaining 

Net  Revenue 

Rate  p’ cent, 
for  Money 
to  Pur- 
chaser. 

Amount  of 
Purchase 

Lighthouse. 

Lease. 

1835. 

Money. 

£.  s. 

d. 

£.  s.  d. 

Wintertonness  & 

Lord  Braybrooke 

12  years  5l 

4,050  15 

45 

37,896  7 1 

Orfordness.  1 

months  -J 

Harwich  - 

Lt.-Gen.  Rebow 

12  years  5! 
days  -] 

3,476  15 

5 

4 h 

31,730  1 ' 

Dungeness 

Thos.  W.  Coke, 
Esq. 

12  yrs.  1751 
days  -J 

2,230  17 

5 

4 h 

20,954  2 5 

Trinity  House,  London,!  (signed)  & 

1st  December  1836.  J 5 
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Sir,  Trinity  House,  London,  12  December  1836. 

Adverting  to  the  letters  which  I have  had  the  honour  to  address  to  you,  under  dates  the 
1st  instant  and  this  day,  communicating  the  amounts  agreed  on  between  this  Corporation 
and  the  lessees  of  the  undermentioned  lighthouses  for  the  purchase  of  their  respective 
interests  therein,  I have  it  now  in  command  to  request  you  will  communicate  to  the  Right 
honourable  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  his  Majesty’s  Treasury  the  request  of  the  Master, 
Wardens,  and  Assistants  of  this  Corporation,  that  their  Lordships  will  be  pleased,  in  accord- 
ance with  the  provisions  of  the  30th  section  of  the  Act  6 & 7 Will.  4,  c.  79,  to  cause  the  sum 
of  one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  pounds  (1 50,000  Z.)  to  be  advanced  to  this  Corporation 
on  or  about  the  31st  instant,  in  order  to  enable  them  to  complete  these  purchases. 

In  adverting  to  the  terms,  conditions,  and  rate  of  interest  on  which  their  Lordships  may 
consent  to  direct  the  advance  requested,  I am  farther  commanded  to  observe  that  the  Elder 
Brethren  trust  that,  under  the  peculiar  circumstances  of  these  purchases,  their  Lordships 
will  consent  to  the  following  ; viz.  1 

The  rate  of  interest  to  be  that  at  which  Exchequer  Bills  shall  from  time  to  time  be 
issued. 

The  Corporation  to  engage  to  pay  off  5 per  cent,  of  the  capital  advanced  annually,  and 
as  it  will  be  their  anxious  desire  to  liquidate  the  whole  amount  as  early  as  practicable, 
that  they  may  be  at  liberty  to  repay  such  farther  amount  in  reduction  thereof  as  may 
from  time  to  time  be  convenient. 

I have,  &c. 

(signed)  J.  Herbert. 

Lighthouses  before  referred  to: — Wintertonness  & Orfordness,  Harwich,  Duno-eness 
Smalls,  Longships. 
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A.  Y.  Spearman,  Esq.  &c.  8cc.  &c.  Treasury. 


Sir,  Trinity  House,  London,  12  December  1836. 

The  negotiations  which  have  taken  place  between  this  Corporation  and  the  lessees  of  the 
Smalls  and  Longships  Lights,  for  the  purchase  of  their  respective  interests  therein,  having 
been  concluded, 

I have  it  in  command  from  the  Elder  Brethren  of  this  Corporation  to  transmit  to  you, 
for  the  information  of  the  Right  honourable  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  his  Majesty’s 
Treasury,  the  enclosed  particulars  of  these  respective  leases,  aud  of  the  amounts  of  purchase- 
money  which  have  been  agreed  upon,  and  to  request  that  you  will  submit  the  same  to  their 
Lordships’  consideration,  with  a view  to  the  communication  of  their  Lordships’  consent 
thereto  in  writing  previously  to  the  completion  of  the  contracts  of  sale,  as  required  by  the 
3d  section  of  the  Act  6 & 7 Will.  4,  c.  79. 

. I have,  &c. 

A.  Y.  Speannam,  Esq.  &c.  &c.  &c.  (signed)  J.  Herbert. 


A Statement  of  the  Terms  which  have  been  agreed  upon  between  the  Corporation  of 
lnnity  douse  and  the  Lessees  of  the  undermentioned  Lighthouses  for  the  Purchase  of 
tneir  respective  Interests  therein,  from  the  25th  March  1836. 


Name  of 

Lessee. 

Remaining 

Amount  of 

Lighthouse.  \ 

Term  of 

Net  Revenue. 

Purchase 

Lease. 

Money. 

Smalls  - _ | 

Reverend  A.  H.  Bu- 

41  years. 

£.  s.  d. 

11,142  1 - 

£.  s.  d. 

170,468  7 - 

channan  & Thos. 

Longships  - 1 

P.  Clarke,  Esq. 
Henry  P.  Smith,  . 
Esq. 

9 J years. 

5,292  10  11 

37,476  9 2 

Trinity  House,  London,  12  Dec.  1836. 


Sir, 

Adverting  to  the  < 


Trinity  House,  London,  17  December  1836. 


subject  nf  ih  i conversation  which  you  have  had  with  the  Deputy  Master  on  the 
communicntirf  et*er  'J'h'ph  I had  the  honour  to  address  to  you  under  date  the  12thinst., 
the  Treasnrv  fl  °r  m^orrnat'on  the  Right  honourable  the  Lords  Commissioners  of 
lessees  of  tlT’  q a°10unts  which  have  been  agreed  upon  between  this  Corporation  and  the 
therein  ind  6-  ' ■ a,  longships  Lights  for  the  purchase  of  their  respective  interests 

to  the  numb  8,gnr§  cr  i eTuest  of  the  Elder  Brethren  to  receive  their  Lordships’  consent 
6 & 7 Will  4^  79°°  e"ectec*  uPon  those  terms,  as  required  by  the  3d  section  of  the  Act 
0,3*5-  ’ 

31-4  I have 
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I have  it  now  in  command  to  observe  to  you,  for  their  Lordships’  farther  information  and 
in  explanati&n  of  the  principles  upon  which  those  sums  have  been  determined  on,’  that 
having  regard  to  the  peculiar  character  of  the  building  upon  the  Smalls  Rock,  and  the  pro- 
bability which  results  from  the  exposed  and  hazardous  situation  in  which  it  is  placed  in  St' 
George’s  Channel,  that  repairs,  necessarily  very  expensive,  or  even  an  entire  new  light- 
house will  be  required,  long  before  the  expiration  of  the  term  of  the  lease,  the  purchasers 
were  entitled  to  estimate  the  interest  upon  their  outlay  at  six  per  cent.  This  principle  was” 
with  some  subsequent  modification,  agreed  to  by  the  lessees,  and  the  average  net  revenue 
for  the  years  1833,  1834,  and  1835  having  been  ascertained  to  be  11,142 1.  is.,  the  sum  of 
170,468  l.  7 was  ultimately  agreed  upon  as  the  amount  to  be  paid  by  this  Corporation. 

In  relation  to  the  purchase-money  for  the  lease  of  the  Longships  Light,  I am  to  observe 
that,  it  being  necessary  to  erect  anew  the  beacon.?  which  form  appendages  to  this  establish- 
ment, the  Corporation,  in  order  to  insure  their  construction  in  an  efficient  manner,  consented 
to  bear  the  expense  thereof,  and  in  consideration  of  the  relief  thereby  afforded  to  the 
lessee,  the  purchasers  considered  themselves  entitled  to  estimate  the  interest  for  their  money 
expended  at  six  per  cent,  also  in  this  instance,  which  was,  after  a protracted  negotiation 
acceded  to  by  the  vendor,  and  the  net  revenue  to  the  lessee  for  the  year  ending  Michaelmas 
1835  having  been  ascertained  to  be  5,292  l.  10  s.  11  d.,  the  sum  of  37,475  l.  9 s.  2 d.  was 
agreed  upon  as  the  amount  to  be  paid  to  him. 

In  addition  thereto,  the  Corporation  have  subsequently  agreed  for  the  purchase  of  certain 
annuities  charged  upon  the  tolls  of  the  Longships  Light,  and  which  are  excluded  in  the 
beforementioned  sums  ; and  it  being  necessary  that  the  consent  of  the  Lords  Commissioners 
of  the  Treasury  should  also  be  signified  to  these  purchases,  I am  commanded  to  transmit  the 
enclosed  statement  of  the  particulars  of  those  annuities,  and  the  sums  agreed  upon,  for  their 
Lordships’  consent  accordingly. 

I have,  8tc. 

A.  Y.  Spearman,  Esq.,  See.  &c.  8cc.  Treasury.  (signed)  J.  Herbert. 


Statement  of  the  Annuities  granted  by  the  Lessee  of  the  Longships  Light,  and  of  the 
Amounts  of  Purchase-money  which  have  been  agreed  upon  between  the  Corporation  of 
Trinity  House  and  the  Annuitants,  or  their  Representatives,  for  their  respective  Iaterests 
therein  from  the  25th  March  1836. 


Name  of  Annuitant. 

Amount 
of  Annuity. 

Purchase  Money. 

The  Rev.  Edward  Glover 
Mr.  William  Clayton  - 
Mr.  Thomas  Collins  - 

: : 

£.  s.  d. 
289  16  - 
100  18  4 
53  4 - 

£.  s.  d. 
2,052  - - 
706  8 4 
463  - - 

£. 

443  18  4 

3,221  8 4 

Trinity  House,  London,  17  Dec.  1836. 


Extract  of  a Letter  from  A.  Y.  Spearman,  Esq.  to  the  Elder  Brethren  of  the  Trinity 
House,  dated  Treasury  Chambers,  the  24tli  December  1836. 

“The  Lords  Commissioners  of  his  Majesty’s  Treasury  having  had  before  them  your 
Secretary’s  letters,  dated  respectively  the  1st,  12th,  12th,  and  17th  instant,  upon  the  subject 
of  your  proceedings  under  the  authority  of  the  Act  of  the  last  Session  for  acquiring  posses- 
sion of  the  lighthouses  of  Wintertonness  and  Orfordness,  Harwich,  Dungeness,  the  Smalls, 
and  the  Longships,  setting  forth  the  grounds  upon  which  those  proceedings  have  been 
taken,  and  requesting  the  sanction  of  this  Board  to  your  entering  into  the  agreements  pro- 
posed with  the  owners  of  the  said  lighthouses  for  the  purchase  of  their  respective  interests 
therein,  viz. 

“ Lord  Braybrooke,  for  the  remainder  of  his  lease  of  the  Wintertonness  and  Orfordness 
Light,  of  which  there  is  yet  to  run  12  years  and  5 months,  37,896  1.1s.  id.  , 

“ Lieutenant-General  Rebow,  for  the  surrender  of  his  lease  of  the  Harwich  Light,  of  which 
there  remains  12  years  and  5 days,  31,730  l.  Is.  , 

“T.  W.  Coke,  Esq.,  for  the  surrender  of  his  lease  of  the  Dungeness  Light,  of  which  the 
term  unexpired  is  12  years  and  175  days,  20,954 1 2 s.  5 d.  , . 

“The  Rev.  A.  H.  Buchannan  and  Thomas  P.  Clarke,  esq.,  for  the  surrender  of  their 
lease  of  the  Smalls  Light,  which  had  still  41  years  to  run  at  the  25th  March  last,  the  sum 
of  170,468  l.  7 s.  , 

“ Henry  P.  Smith,  esq.,  for  the  remainder  of  his  lease  of  the  Longships  Light,  of  w ic 
9 J years  were  unexpired  on  the 25th  March  last,  the  sum  of  37,475 1.  9s.  2d.  , 

“ Also  requesting  the  sanction  of  this  Board  to  your  purchasing  certain  annuities  grante 
upon  this  light,  amounting  to  443  /.  18  s.  4 d.  for  the  sum  of  3,221 1.  8 s.  4 d.  of 

“ I am  commanded  by  their  Lordships  to  acquaint  you,  that  upon  a full  considera  10 
all  the  circumstances,  and  considering  that  there  is  every  probability  that  the  revenue 
these  several  lights  would  in  each  successive  year  have  become  greater,  their  Lordships  ^ 
pleased  to  sanction  the  agreements  made  with  these  several  parties,  and  to  authorize  y 
complete  the  contracts  in  the  manner  proposed  by  you.”  (( j aro 
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1 1 am  at  the  same  time  directed  to  state,  that  my  Lords  will  be  glad  to  learn  when  the 
contracts  shall  be  completed  m each  case,  from  what  precise  period  they  will  take  effect  in 
order  that,  they  may  make  the  necessary  communication  to  the  Commissioners  of  Customs 
with  respect  to  the  extra  tolls  on  foreign  ships  hitherto  paid  under  the  reciprocity  Acts  from 
the  revenue  of  Customs.  r J 

Sir,  , „ Trinity  House,  London,  25  February  1837. 

Adverting  to  that  part  of  my  letter  of  the  1st  instant  * which  relates  to  the  pending 
negotiation  for  the  purchase  of  the  interest  of  the  lessee  in  the  Hunstanton  Lighthouse  I 
have  it  now  in  command  to  signify  to  you,  for  the  information  of  the  Ri^ht  honourable  the 
Lords  Commissioners  of  his  Majesty’s  Treasury,  that  the  same  has  been  brought  to  a satis 
factory  termination;  and  in  transmitting  the  subjoined  statement  of  the  particulars  of  the 
lease  of  that  lighthouse,  and  of  the  terms  and  amount  of  purchase-money  agreed  unon  I' 
am  io  request  that  you  will  be  pleased  to  submit  the  same  to  their  Lordships'  consideratioi, 
w.th  a view  to  the  communication  of  their  Lordships’  consent  thereto  in  writing  oreviouslv 
m^mpietum  of  the  contracts  of  sale  as  required  by  the  3d  section  of  the  Act 

I beg  to  observe,  that  the  principles  npon  which  the  terms  of  this  purchase  have  been 
settled  are  the  same  as  those  which  have  received  their  Lordships'  sanction  in  the  eases 
of  the  other  lighthouses  held  under  lease  from  the  Crown,  excepting  that  the  calculation 
has  been  made  upon  the  net  revenue  m tile  year  ending  30  September  183G,  instead  of 
for  the  year  1835.  ’ 

A.  Y.  Spearman^Esq.  Etc.  fa.  (signed)'6  *J.  Bertert. 

A Statement  of  the  Terms  which  have  been  agreed  upon  between  the  Corporation  of 

Trinity  House  and  the  Lessee  of  the  Hunstanton  Lighthouse,  for  the  Purchase  of  his 

Interest  therein,  from  the  1st  January  1837. 


Amount 
of  Purchase 
Money. 

Name  of  Light. 

Lessee. 

Remaining 
Term  of  Lease. 

Net  Revenue. 

I per  Cent. 

Money  to 
Purchaser,  i 

Hunstanton  - 

Frederick  Lane 

- - 0 months  16 

£.  s.  d. 
503  11  11 

4 J 

£.  s.  d. 
384  2 10 

days  of  the  lease, 
expiring  16  Oct. 

Ditto  - 

1837. 

- - ditto 

- - 11 * years 

+ 136  1 8 

4i 

1,221  - 8 

1837. 

£. 

1,605  3 6 

Trinity  House,  London,  25  Feb. 

1837. 

(sigued)  J.  Herbert,  Secretary. 

T„vyi^dSrand  G.en*lemen’  , , . „ Treasury  Chambers,  8 March  1837. 

•mSrrtW.  hlS  M”Jesly’3  Treasury  having  had  before  them  your 

of  the  f °f,n  le  ,h  “Ti  reVIestlr'8'  consent  of  this  Board  to  the  completion 

for  the  s,!™  r ,f°cr  h?  P™**8?  of  tl,e  mtoest  of  tlle  lessee  « the  Hunstanton  Lighthouse, 
to  this  bdmded  purahase’  upim'th^terms’iucommendedli^ycm?’0'1^6'1  ^^sklP8-  unneent 

^1“  . 


Sir, 


Tup  " p Trinity  House,  London,  9 August  1837. 

sanction  of^'the  ?f  3" 5 ?,malls.  lighthouse,  the  lease  of  which  has  been  purchased  under  tile 
uuSTc f 100  1 dSJr?,5S°r  w°f  H't  Majesty's  Treasury,  being  charged  with  an 
and  concluded  fo,.Pyb  to i Rigby  Wason,  esq.,  and  a treaty  having  been  entered  into, 
I have  it  ; ’ *01  j Puvc^ase  thereof  by  this  Corporation  tor  the  sum  of  1,513  /.  16  s., 

sioners  for  request  that  you  will  submit  the  same  to  the  Lords  Commis- 

s.  3.  th  L°rdships  consent  thereto,  as  required  by  the  Act  6 & 7 Will.  4,  c.  79, 

oflhlh^r6  that  tlle  annuity in  question  was  secured  for  the  whole  term  of  the  lease,, 
calculated  Were  unexPired  at  Lady-day  1836,  and  that  the  value  thereof  has  been 

viz.  allowino-^v  „ SaT  PrmciPle  as  that  0,1  which  the  lessee’s  interest  was  estimated, 
allowing  six  per  cent,  for  money  to  the  purchaser. 

— Y-  SPeavman,  Esq.  See.  &c.  &c.  Treasury. 

t Tiprld  1)6-1  Deceinber  iast- 

fir  the  redmninn  t*le  proportion  of  the  revenue  for  the  year  ending  Michaelmas  1836,  after  allowing 
of  four-fiftppntUo  °c  ®nemoiety  In  the  rate  of  toll  under  the  renewed  lease,  and  also  for  the  payment 
O.36  °f  the  net  revenue  thereby  reserved  to  the  Crown. 

3 M 


I have,  See. 

(signed)  J.  Herbert. 


Appendix,  No.  7 

oo. 
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Mv  Lords  and  Gentlemen,  Treasury  Chambers,  14  August  1837. 

Having  laid  before  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  Her  Majesty  s Treasury  your  secretary’s 
letter  of  the  9th  instant,  stating  that  you  had  entered  into  and  concluded  a treaty  for  the 
purchase  of  an  annuity  of  100  ?.,  payable  to  Rigby  Wason,  esq.,  out  of  the  revenue  of  the 
Smalls  Lighthouse,  I have  received  their  Lordships  commands  to  acquaint  you  that  they 
are  pleased  to  consent  to  this  purchase,  and  are  prepared  to  sign  any  instrument  which 
may  be  required  for  signifying  their  consent  thereto. 

J ^ I am,  &c. 

The  Elder  Brethren  of  the  (signed)  A.  Y.  Spearman. 

Trinity  House. 


gjr  Trinity  House,  London,  11  July  1838. 

I HAVE  it  in  command  from  the  Elder  Brethren  of  this  Corporation  to  request  you  will 
draw  the  attention  of  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  Her  Majesty’s  Treasury  to  the  following 
statement  and  observations,  relating  to  the  progress  which  has  been  made  in  effecting  the 
purchase  of  the  interests  of  private  individuals  in  lighthouses,  pursuant  to  the  provisions  of 
the  Act  of  Parliament  6 &.  7 Will.  4,  c.  79,  and  to  the  difficulties  which  present  them- 
selves to  this  Corporation  in  proceeding  to  effect  the  purchase  of  the  remainder,  which  are 
held  in  perpetuity  under  Acts  of  Parliament,  in  the  manner  prescribed  by  the  provisions  of 
the  recited  Act;  and  the  Elder  Brethren  will  feel  obliged  by  the  communication  of  their 
Lordships’  sentiments  in  respect  of  the  course  which,  in  their  judgment,  may  appear  most 
advisable  for  adoption  hereupon.  . 

In  fulfilment  of  the  provisions  of  the  Act  beforementioned,  the  Corporation  of  Trinity 
House  has,  with  the  sanction  of  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  the  Treasury,  completed  the 
purchase  of  the  under-mentioned  lighthouses  and  tolls,  on  such  terms  as  have  been  judged 
equitable,  both  as  regards  the  interests  of  their  respective  proprietors,  and  the  future  advan- 
tage of  the  public.  The  lights  adverted  to  are  the  Winterton  and  Orfordness,  Harwich, 
Du  likeness,  and  Hunstanton,  the  property  wherein  had  been  vested  in  the  Trinity  House  by 
the  said  Act  of  Parliament,  subject  to  the  conditions  of  the  Crown  leases  under  which  they 
were  held  by  the  respective  individuals  to  whom  those  leases  had  been  granted  ; and  the 
purchase  of  the  interest  of  the  lessees  has  been  effected  in  these  cases  upon  terms  equivalent 
to  22f  years’  purchase. 

The  Trinity  House  has  also  in  like  manner  purchased  the  remaining  periods  of  the  leases, 
formerly  granted  by  the  Corporation,  of  the  Smalls  and  Longships  Lights  upon  terms 
equivalent  to  16§  years’  purchase. 

The  Corporation,  in  the  farther  execution  of  the  provisions  of  that  Act,  have  entered  into 
treaty  with  the  proprietors  of  the  three  remaining  lights  named  in  the  Schedule  thereto, 
that 'is  to  say,  the  Skerries,  the  Spurn,  and  the  Tinmouth  Castle,  but  the  price  which  has 
either  been  demanded,  or  is  expected,  by  the  proprietors  is  of  such  magnitude,  as  altogether 
to  preclude  the  Trinity  House  from  acceding  thereto,  and  these  negotiations  have  therefore 
been  suspended. 

The  price  demanded  for  the  Spurn,  and  the  terms  offered  by  the  Trinity  House  and  rejected 
by  the  proprietors  of  the  Skerries  and  Tinmouth  Castle  Lights,  are  as  follow ; viz. 

Spurn  Lights. — The  demand  of  the  proprietors  is  such  sum  as,  when  invested  in  the  Three 
per  Cent.  Consolidated  Bank  Annuities,  will  produce  by  the  yearly  dividends  thereof  aa 
income  equal  to  the  average  of  the  five  years’  income  to  the  30th  June  1837,  viz. 
9,864?.  14  s.  6 d. 

Skerries  Light. — The  proprietor  states  the  gross  receipt  for  the  year  1836,  and  upon  which 
he  claims  to  be  paid,  to  have  been  17,832?.  The  net  profit,  however,  he  admits  was  15,971?.; 
and  an  offer  was  made  on  the  part  of  the  Trinity  House,  subj  ect  to  the  sanction  of  the 
Lords  of  the  Treasury,  and  without  prejudice  to  future  proceedings,  to  purchase  this  light 
for  the  sum  of  260,000?.,  being  something  more  than  16-JC  years’  purchase  of  the  net  profit. 
In  this  case  the  refusal  of  the  Corporation’s  offer  has  been  followed  by  a formal  demand  ot 
reference  to  a jury. 

Tinmouth  Castle. — The  revenue  upon  which  the  proprietor  claims  in  this  instance  is  not 
known, but  the  offer  made  on  the  part  of  the  Trinity  House  (with  the  like  reservations  asm 
the  case  of  the  Skerries  Light)  was  22£  years’  purchase  of  the  net  average  revenue  of  the 
three  years  ending  31st  December  1836. 

Upon  the  purchase  of  these  several  lighthouse  properties  by  the  Trinity  House,  two  con- 
siderable sources  of  revenue  which  the  proprietors  derive  therefrom  will  immediately  cease, 
viz.,  1st.,  under  the  provisions  of  the  31st  section  of  the  Act  6 & 7 Will.  4,  c.  79,  the  sums 
paid  out  of  the  consolidated  duties  of  Customs  for  the  amount  of  duly  beyond  the  bn  is 
rate  of  charge  payable  for  foreign  vessels  entitled  to  the  privileges  of  reciprocity;  e 
amount  so  paid  was  for  the  four  quarters  ending  31st  March  last,  as  follows ; viz. 

£.  s.  d. 

The  Spurn  - - - - - - - - - 1,175  54 

The  Skerries  - --  --  --  - 2,255  - 3 

The  Tinmouth  - - - - - - - 711  9 " 


£.  4,141  14  7 


2d. 
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2d.  The  exemption  of  vessels  navigated  wholly  in  ballast  „r  ....  ...  . 

for  shelter  by  stress  of  weather.  The  amount  of  loss  which  would  resuSm^tlf8  mt°  P°rt 
tions  cannot  be  ascertained,  but  it  will  unquestionably  be  considerable?  4 f theM  eXomp' 

Under  these  circumstances,  the  Trinity  House  deem  it  necessary  to  ,u-  . . 

for  the  information  and  consideration  of  the  Lords  of  the  Treasnf-v  hrinlr  il,  state.ment 
question  of  compensation  to  the  proprietors  to  be  settled  by  juries, \LLle  of 

their  awarding  sums  in  any  manner  commensurate  with  the  mstitw  ,1?“  ?at  of 
the  Elder  Brethren  feel,  that  not  only  must  a positive  and  immediate  loss  K ^ PlaPneI°J‘s> 
the  Corporation,  but  that  all  hope  of  effecting  one  important  object  of  th?Tb  .BVsfamei  bI 
die  ultimate  reduction  of  the  present  high  rals  of  chCrlstTe'alfetadoned™' 

ments  relating  to  the  authorities  undwwhmh  the  peirttonS^Uected  state- 

letf^s^te^ ss^r^l^a^it^^^in^oumt^ue 4ferthuig°per  ton^mid8  t^LtieR?46*?  ^t 
dedare  that  if  the  grant  should  be  found  prejudicial  or  infoLenient,  or  not  of  pSKe 
or  benefit,  the  letters  paten  were  to  be  void  and  determine.  Upon  the  pleaof  hwuffi 

bottoms.  By  Act  of  Parliament,  6 Geo.  3,  the  property  in  tlrese  li^tf  waTreg'uk  rf"  wdtil 
he  objects  and  for  the  purposes  and  under  the  conditions  therein  fpecified  at  mil,  1™ 
the  tolls  so  previously  established  by  the  patents  were  confirmed.  P ’ 

this  «—  * >•—  p— • 

• Pf!iament.’3  G“-  \‘>>e  revenue  derived'*™  the  said  toll  was  declared  to  be 

msufficieu  aud  in  consideration  thereof,  and  for  the  several  purposes  therein  partfcukrlv 
set  forth  he  same  was  confirmed,  the  limits  within  which  vessels  became  liable  thereto 
were  greatly  extended,  and  foreign  vessels  subjected  to  double  the  said  rate,  or  2 d per  Sn 

Tinmouth  Castle.— tTke  letters  patent  of  the  17  Charles  2,  recite  that  for  this  light  a lone 
and  constant  toll  of  id.  per  ship  had  been  paid  by  his  Majesty's  subjects,  and®  12  j fe 

strangers  and  foreigners  ; that  the  said  toll  of  4 4 had  been  voluntarily  augmented  bv'tS 

Td  tofe  aTr  p PS‘,°  5 -a“d  th°se  Ietters  “a«™  and  grant  tie  said Si  „? 

12  d.  to  he  paid  by  all  vessels  belonging  or  trading  to  Newcastle  and  Sunderland  and  3 , 
for  each foreigner  or  strange  ship  passing  the  lighthouse;  and  by  the  Act  42  Geo  3 c 43 
the  following  additional  tolls  were  granted  ; viz.  J ' 4,i’ 

Colhers,  one  farthing  for  every  Newcastle  chaldron  of  coals  for  each  voyage. 

Other  Bntish  vessels,  one  half-farthing  per  ton.  J 0 

Vessels  returning  in  ballast  not  to  be  charged. 

The  vessels  of  foreigners  or  strangers,  one  farthing  per  ton. 

. JPs“bmitting tbese  observations,  the  Elder  Brethren  beg  to  call  their  Lordships’  attention 
hv  p c'lcumstances  unde1'  which  those  high  rates  of  charge  were  originally  established 
nwf1  au.th?nty>  m order  that  their  Lordships  may  determine^ whether  the 

bjects  which  induced  the  Legislature  to  augment  or  extend  the  tolls  originally  established 
to  HS  ,^“8  bef  lo»S  -nee  abundantly  attained,  it  may  notK %3£g tw 
LeSum  rih  aCU;CUT  fl1CeS  ^nected  with  these  lights  under  the  consideration  of  the 
nriltomtW  ™ I.  toihe  reduction  of  the  dues  to  such  rates  as  would  afford  the  pro- 
Parliament^n  tl  "ab  6 pn>fit  W1'C1  niay  be  presumed  to  have  been  contemplated  by  former 
ifnot  X w tbeir  augmentation,  or,  should  their  Lordships  be  of  opinion  that  this  comse 
juries  the  Elder  Breth^  * 1S  P!'ferablc  leave  the  questions  of  value  to  be  determined  by 
ments’ to  thatSit  ^ T J°U  d ?e  ?bllSed  by  the  communication  of  their  Lordships’  senti- 
the  OomdSaW  FunfTt  hSy  S1bmt  t?,at  the  should  be  provided  out  of 

order  that  thT S ,”d’  e ^ doae  ln  the  PurcbaBe  °F  the  Crown  rights  in  lighthouses,  in 
of  Common?  reductIoa  of  charge  oil  shipping  contemplated  by  the  Committee  of  the  House 
M Commons  may,  as  respects  these  lights,  be  thereafter  immediately  effeoted. 

ject  thelhW  H? addi  that  previously  to  drawing  their  Lordships’  attention  to  this  sub- 
general Sir  iwTm  ll,Pr°Per  t0  submit  a case  for  th8  opinion  of  the  Attomcv- 

§ pSmLfto  r f °11?ttCMr-  ttesswell,  and  Mr.  Frederick  Eobinsou,  as  to  the  power 
which  has  been  Sf  m '¥  case  ot  tbe  Skorrles  Light,  and  reduce  the  tolls ; the  opinion 
een  given  thereon  by  those  gentlemen  is  as  follows ; viz. 

liablItrLC?M,?c^  dl,ties  S'^ed  by  the  Act  of  Parliament  are 

of  Parliament  to  that  abollsbed  by  Parliament,  if  the  Legislature  thinks  fit  to  pass  an  Act 

- -L  in  ££&£?££  fi?to  dot  * “ ‘°  ^ ““  LeSiSl>lUre 


A-  T.  Spearman,  Esq.  Sec.  Sic.  See. 
Treasury. 


I have,  &c. 

(signed)  J.  Herbert. 


Appendix,  No.  7 

(K> 
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the  Purchase  of 
certain  Lights,  &c. 


0-36. 
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(K> 

Correspondence  on 
the  Purchase  of 
certain  Lights,  &c. 


gjr  Trinity  House,  London,  9 August  1839. 

The  Chamber  of  Commerce  of  Dublin  having  thought  it  right  to  submit  a case  for  the 
opinion  of  counsel  in  relation  to  the  right  of  the  proprietor  of  the  Skerries  Lighthouse  to 
collect  the  dues  payable  for  that  establishment  in  tlie  particular  instances  therein  set  forth, 
and  havino-  been  pleased  to  communicate  the  said  case  and  opinions  thereon  to  this  Board, 
I have  it  in  command  from  the  Elder  Brethren  of  this  Corporation  to  transmit  the  enclosed 
codv  thereof  to  vou,  with  their  request  that  you  will  submit  the  same  to  the  Right  honourable 
the  Lords  Commissioners  of  Her  Majesty’s  Treasury  m case  their  Lordships  should  deem  it 
proper  to  direct  the  adoption  of  any  proceedings  thereupon. 

In  making  this  communication,  I am  farther  directed  to  advert  to  the  letter  which  I had 
the  honour  to  address  to  Mr.  Spearman,  under  date  11th  July  1838,  and  m requesting  you 
to  draw  their  Lordships’  attention  thereto,  to  express  the  earnest  hope  of  the  Elder  Brethren 
that  it  may  be  in  their  Lordships’  power  to  adopt  such  measures  as  shall  appear  to  them 
most  advisable  for  the  purpose  of  enabling  this  Corporation  to  proceed  without  further  delay 
in  effecting  the  purchase  of  the  lighthouses  which  still  remain  in  private  hands,  without 
abandoning  the  principle  of  reduction  of  the  duties  to  which  the  shipping  interest  has  been 
led  to  look  forward  as  an  ultimate  result. 

I have,  8cc. 

F.  T.  Baring,  Esq.  m.p.  &c.  &c.  &c.  (signed)  J.  Herbert. 


My  Lords  and  Gentlemen,  Treasury  Chambers,  25  November  1839. 

With  reference  to  your  secretary’s  letter  of  the  13th  instant,  I have  it  in  command  from 
the  Lords  Commissioners  of  Her  Majesty’s  Treasury  to  acquaint  you  that  their  Lordships, 
having  taken  into  consideration  the  measures  already  adopted  by  you  for  the  purchase  of  the 
interests  of  private  individuals  in  lighthouses,  in  which  measures  my  Lords  fuUy  concur, 
and  adverting  to  the  importance  of  vesting  in  your  Board  the  interest  in  the  three  other 
lighthouses  which  still  remain  outstanding  in  private  hands,  are  of  opinion  that  it  will  be 
proper  to  take  steps,  without  further  delay,  towards  the  accomplishment  of  this  object. 

With  this  view,  my  Lords  are  pleased  to  sanction  your  at  once  recommencing  a,  negotia- 
tion with  the  proprietor  of  the  Skerries  Lighthouse  for  the  purchase  of  his  interest  therein ; 
and  my  Lords  will  be  prepared  to  sanction  any  offer  which  you  may  think  it  right  to  make, 
not  exceeding  300,000  /.,  for  the  purchase  thereof  by  private  contract. 

Mv  Lords  are  of  opinion  that,  in  case  your  offer  should  be  refused,  it  will  be  proper  to 
decide  the  question  of  value  by  reference  to  a jury  ; and  they  have  desired  me  to  request 
that  you  will  report  again  to  this  Board  the  steps  which  you  shall  have  taken  m pursuance 
of  this  communication. 

With  respect  to  the  lighthouses  of  Spurn  and  Tinmouth  Castle,  ray  Lords  have  not  come 
to  a final  decision,  particularly  as  they  are  led  to  believe  that  there  is  a Pro^lllty  of  the 
interest  in  one,  if  not  both,  those  lighthouses  being  settled  by  you  by  pirn ® 
Should,  however,  this  not  be  the  case,  their  Lordships  request  that  you  will 1 report  a a 
them  the  state  of  the  negotiations  with  the  respective  proprietors  of  the  two  last-n  entioned 
lighthouses,  and  that  you  will  state  your  opinion  more  fully  as  to  the  sums  which  ) 
be  proper  to  offer  for  them  respectively  before  making  a reference  to  a jury. 

I have,  &c. 

The  Elder  Brethren  of  the  Trinity  House,  (signed)  O.  J.  PimmgHm. 

8cc.  8tc.  &c. 


My  Lords  and  Gentlemen,  Treasury  Chambers,  16  January  1840. ^ 

I have  it  in  command  from  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  Her  Majesty  s 
transmit  to  you  the  enclosed  letter,  together  with  its  enclosures,  which  their  Lor  s ip 
received  from  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  of  Dublin,  in  respect  of  the  toUs  levi  J . 

proprietor  of  the  Skerries  Lighthouse,  and  more  especially  with  regard  to  thos  ^ 

Irish  coasting  vessels  ; and  with  reference  to  the  statement  in  this  letter,  lM.t  y ^ 

a case  before  the  Attorney-general  of  England,  Mr.  C.  Cresswell,  Sir  W.  ro  0 * tolls  on 
Robinson,  regarding  the  right  of  the  proprietor  of  the  lighthouse  in  question  to  e case^ 
shipping  in  Ireland,  I am  to  request  that  you  will  furnish  my  Lords  with  a copy  0 
and  of  the  opinions  thereon.  25th  of 

I am  at  the  same  time  to  call  your  attention  to  the  letter  of  this  Board,  of  t ® “’jatjon 
November  last,  and  to  request  that  you  will  inform  my  Lords  of  the  state  ot  tie  n g 
with  the  proprietor  of  the  Skerries  Lighthouse  for  the  purchase  of  his  interest  ie 

I have,  &c. 

The  Elder  Brethren  of  the  Trinity  House,  (signed)  G.  J.  Pennina 

See.  8cc. 
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SELECT  COMMITTEE  ON  LIGHTHOUSES. 


My  Lords,  Chamber  of  Commerce  of  Dublin,  4 Jan.  1840.  Appendix,  No.  7 

A select  Committee  of  the  House  of  Commons  in  1834  recommended  that  the  Skerries  — — 

Lighthouse,  near  Holyhead,  should  be  purchased  by  the  Trinity  House  Corporation  of  Corresuoiulence  on 
London,  in  order  to  relieve  shipping  from  the  very  heavy  dues  levied  for  that  light,  but  the  Purchase  of 
difficulties  having  arisen  from  the  amount  of  purchase-money  demanded,  as  it  appears  that  cei'tam  Lights,  fkc. 

the  proprietor,  Mr.  Morgan  Jones,  derives  a clear  income  exceeding  1 5,900 1 per  annum  — 

from  the  tolls,  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  of  Dublin  resolved  to  ascertain  whether  Mr. 

Jones  was  legally  empowered  to  exact  such  tolls,  and  with  this  view  a case  was  submitted 
for  the  opinions  of  the  Attorney-general  and  Solicitor-general  of  Ireland,  and  of  Mr 
Bessonett,  q.  c.,  counsel  for  the  Irish  Lighthouse  Board.  The  Attorney-general  and 
Mr.  Bessonett  stated  that  no  part  of  the  Skerries  Light  dues  could  be  legally  enforced  in 
Ireland ; and  this  case  and  opinions  being  transmitted  to  the  Trinity  House,  that  Cor- 
poration laid  a case  before  the  Attorney-general  of  England,  Mr.  Cresswell  Cresswell 
Sir  W.  Follett,  and  Mr.  Robinson,  who,  although  not  agreeing  to  the  full  extent  with  the 
opinions  obtained  m Ireland,  yet  unanimously  concurred  in  stating  that  Irish  coasting 
vessels  should  not  be  subjected  to  any  charge  for  the  Skerries  Lighthouse,  and  that  the 
dues  now  exacted  for  these  vessels  were  illegal. 

Copies  of  the  documents  referred  to  are  hereunto  annexed,  and  the  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce (acting  under  the  advice  of  the  Attorney-general)  now  pray  your  Lordships  to  direct 
that  the  collector  of  customs  in  Dublin  shall  not,  in  future,  refuse  to  grant  clearances  to 
Irish  coasting  vessels  because  the  masters  of  the  vessels  refuse  to  pay  dues  which  the 
law  officers  of  the  Crown  declare  to  be  illegal.  The  late  collector  of  customs  had 
received  8 l per  cent,  on  all  the  dues  collected  by  him,  and  the  masters  of  vessels,  from  whom 
payment  was  required  at  the  Custom-house,  conceived  that  the  collector  had  authority 
under  the  Crown  to  enforce  the  collection  of  all  he  demanded.  The  present  collector  of 
customs  derives  no  emolument  whatsoever  from  the  collection,  but  conceives  that  he  is  bound 
to  refuse  clearances  because  his  predecessor  had  refused  them. 

Referring  to  the  opinion  of  Sir  John  Campbell,  &c.,  in  the  possession  of  the  Trinity 
House,  and  praying  an  early  communication  to  the  collector  of  customs,  as  your  Lordships 
will  perceive  that  dues  paid  cannot  be  recovered  from  the  lighthouse  agent, 


I have,  &c. 


(signed) 

The  Right  Hon.  and  Hon. 

The  Lords  Commissioners  of  Her  Majesty’s  Treasury. 


Charles  Halliday,  Secretary. 


Custom  House,  Dublin,  30  December  1839. 

• } HAjE  r°  acknowledSe  tlie  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  28th  instant,  requesting  to  be 
informed,  for  the  Chamber  of  Commerce,  whether  1 will  refuse  clearances  to  any  Irish 
coasting  vessel  if  the  master  refuses  to  pay  any  dues  for  the  Skerries  Light,  and  appears 
oemre  me  without  any  certificate  or  receipt  from  the  agent  for  that  lighthouse. 

hrom  the  best  consideration  I can  give  the  subject  of  your  letter,  I feel  that  I should  not 
venture  to  give  any  construction  of  the  Act  of  Parliament  in  question,  or  take  upon  myself 
to-  decide  between  the  parties  in  a matter  of  so  serious  a nature,  and  therefore  should  not 
feel  justified  in  clearing  coasting  vessels  without  the  certificate  hitherto  required  by  my 


With  respect  to  the  dues  legally  due  under  the  Act,  I am  inclined  to  think  that  the  law 
officers  of  the  Crown  should  decide,  and  if  it  should  be  deemed  advisable  to  lay  before  me 
an  application  to  the  Board  of  Customs,  it  shall  be  transmitted,  not  being  at  liberty  to 
consult  the  Attorney-general  without  their  authority. 


I have,  Sac. 

Charles  Halliday,  Esq.  (signed)  T.  Worthington,  Collector. 

Chamber  of  Commerce. 


Trinity  House,  London,  22  January  1840. 

, ”AVE  tJle  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  16th  instant,  and  in 
jj  • d^ce  with  the  desire  of  the  Right  honourable  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  Her 
Skirm  t lr1eas]ulT  therein  expressed,  transmit  herewith  a copy  of  the  case  respecting  the 
p-pnor  duties-  which  by  direction  of  this  Corporation  was  laid  before  the  Attorney- 

generaf,  Mr  Cresswen,  bn- Wihiam  Follett,  and  Mr.  Robinson,  with  the  opinion  of  those 
b emen  thereupon,  and  of  certain  papers  referred  to  in  the  case. 

thpir  T V^Vng  >to  Part  ,°^  your  letter  which  calls  the  attention  of  this  Corporation  to 
lio-hth  ords  “Ps  communication  of  the  25th  November  last,  relative  to  the  purchase  of  that 
diafpl  °USft  * ^epted  to  acquaint  you,  for  their  Lordships’  information,  that  imme- 
aJj  * | , the  receipt  of  the  opinion  of  counsel  above  referred  to,  this  Corporation 
inform^  a . er  to  Mr.  Morgan  Jones,  a copy  of  which  I enclose  fortheir  Lordships’  farther 
conn  - t 10n’  11  aPPear‘ng  to  the  Elder  Brethren  that,  under  the  sentiments  expressed  by 
doiihf6  nS-  u°  tae  ‘.lleSality  the  collection  of  the  dues  from  Irish  coasting  vessels,  and  the 
Duhl'S  certain  of  the  counsel  entertained  to  whom  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  in 
in  nad  submitted  the  subject,  as  to  its  legality,  in  certain  other  cases,  it  would  not  be 
3 m 3 advisable* 
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Appendix,  No.  7 advisable,  in  renewing  the  negotiation  with  that  gentleman,  to  enlarge  the  terms  which  had 
(K).  previously  been  offered  to  him.  To  those  he  has  not  acceded,  but  his  rejection  has  not 

been  regarded  as  conclusive,  and  the  Board  is  in  daily  expectation  of  a further  communi- 

Correspondence  on  cation  from  him,  with  his  ultimate  determination  ; on  its  receipt  no  time  shall  be  lost  in 
the  Purchase  of  apprising  their  Lordships  of  the  result. 

certain  Lights,  &c.  jn  aspect  to  the  Tinmouth  Light,  also  referred  to  in  your  letter  of  the  25th  November 
* I am  to  acquaint  you,  for  their  Lordships’  information,  that  since  the  offer  made  to  the  pro- 
prietor in  the  year  1837,  the  property  has,  by  the  death  of  the  gentleman  then  in  possession, 
and  also  of  the  next  tenant  in  tail,  devolved  upon  M r.  Thomas  Thorpe  Fowke,  and  I enclose 
the  copy  of  a letter  which,  by  ilie  Board’s  direction,  was  on  the  15th  November  last  ad- 
dressed to  that  gentleman’s  solicitors,  tendering  for  his  acceptance  the  same  tenns  which 

had  been  previously  declined  by  the  late  Mr.  William  Fowke,  which  their  Lordships  will 
perceive  somewhat  exceed  those  on  which  the  purchases  of  the  lights  belonging  to  the 
Crown  and  its  lessees  have  been  effected.  To  this  offer  that  gentleman  has  not  acceded 
hut  in  a letter  dated  ] 5th  instant,  copy  of  which  I also  enclose,  his  solicitors  offer,  on  his’ 
part,  to  accept  23  j years’  purchase  ; but  the  Corporation, having  regard  to  the  less  favourable 
terms  which  have  been  obtained  by  the  proprietors  in  the  previous  purchases,  have  not  felt 
justified  in  acceding  to  this  tender  without  bringing  the  same  under  their  Lordships’  con- 
sideration, and  I have  it  accordingly  in  command  to  request  you  will  submit  the  same,  at  the 
earliest  opportunity,  to  their  Lordships,  and  favour  the  Elder  Brethren  with  the  communi- 
cation of  their  Lordships’  wishes  as  to  the  course  to  be  pursued  thereupon. 

G.  J.  Pennington,  Esq.  &c.  &c.  &c.  I have,  See. 

Treasury.  (signed)  J.  Herbert. 


My  Lords  and  Gentlemen,  Treasury  Chambers,  30  January  1840. 

The  Lords  Commissioners  of  Her  Majesty’s  Treasury  having  had  under  their  consider- 
ation your  secretary’s  letter  of  the  22d  instant,  stating  your  proceedings  relative  to  the  pur- 
chase of  the  Skerries  and  Tinmouth  Lights,  I have  it  in  command  to  acquaint  you,  that  as 
it  would  appear  from  a statement  contained  therein  that  you  are  in  expectation  of  some 
further  communication  from  Mr.  Morgan  Jones,  relative  to  the  purchase  of  the  Skerries 
Light,  my  Lords  will  not  at  present  give  any  directions  upon  the  subject  of  the  dues  from 
Irish  coasting  vessels,  but  merely  apprize  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  at  Dublin  of  the  ne- 
gotiation which  is  now  going  on  between  your  Board  and  the  proprietor  of  that  light. 

With  respect  to  the  Tinmouth  Light,  1 am  desired  to  state  to  you,  that  my  Lords  consider 
it  of  so  much  importance  to  vest  in  your  Board  the  light  still  remaining  in  private  hands, 
that  their  Lordships  consent  to  the  terms  offered  by  Mr.  Thomas  Thorpe  Fowke,  namely, 
23  \ years’  purchase,  being  accepted,  provided  you  do  not  think  the  same  unreasonable. 

I have,  &c. 

The  Elder  Brethren  of  the  Trinity  House.  (signed)  C.  E.  Trevelyan. 


Sir,  Trinity  House,  London,  13  February  1840. 

I have  it  in  command  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  30th  ult.,  con- 
veying  the  consent  of  the  Right  honourable  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  Her  Majesty’s 
Treasury  to  the  terms  offered  by  Mr.  Thomas  Thorpe  Fowke  for  the  sale  of  the  Tinmouth 
Lighthouse,  viz.  23 J years’  purchase,  provided  this  Board  docs  not  think  the  same  unrea- 
sonable ; and  I am  directed  to  acquaiut  you,  for  their  Lordships  information,  that  as  their 
Lordships’  consent  to  this  purchase  appears,  from  the  expression  contained  in  your  letter, 
to  have  resulted  from  the  view  which  their  Lordships  are  pleased  to  take  of  the  importance 
of  vesting  in  this  Board  the  lights  still  remaining  in  private  hands,  the  Elder  Brethren  have 
not  hesitated  to  act  upon  the  consent  so  expressed,  and  have  accordingly  communicated  to 
Mr.  Fowke’s  solicitors  their  acceptance  of  the  terms  offered,  and  requested  the  transmis- 
sion of  the  requisite  statement  of  receipt  and  expenditure,  in  order  that  the  amount  of 
purchase-money  may  be  agreed,  and  the  sale  completed. 

In  respect  to  the  pending  negotiation  with  Mr.  Morgan  Jones,  the  proprietor  of  the 
Skerries  Light,  the  Elder  Brethren  are  now  enabled  to  state,  that  he  altogether  declines  to 
accept  the  sum  of  200,000 the  renewed  offer  of  which  had  been  made  to  him,  under  the 
consideration  expressed  in  the  letter  which  I had  the  honour  to  address  to  Mr.  Pennington, 
under  date  the  22d  ult.,  and  they  have  ground  for  believing  that  Mr.  Jones  expects  tQ 
realize,  from  the  verdict  of  a jury,  a sum  very  far  exceeding  that  amount. 

Under  these  circumstances,  I am  directed  to  request  the  communication  of  their  Lord- 
ships’  instructions  whether  the  question  shall  now  be  referred  to  a jury,  as  demanded  by 
Mr.  Jones,  or  what  other  course  is  to  be  pursued;  and,  in  the  consideration  thereof,  to 
solicit  their  Lordships’  renewed  attention  to  the  representations  made  by  my  letter  of  the 
11th  July  1838,  in  relation  to  the  decrease  which  will  take  place  in  the  annual  revenue  to  be 
derived  from  this  light,  and  also  from  the  Tinmouth  and  Spurn  Lights,  upon  their  becoming 
the  property  of  this  Corporation. 

The  causes  from  which  this  decrease  of  revenue  will  result  are,  as  stated  in  my  said 
letter  of  the  11th  July  1838, 

First,  the  cessation,  pursuant  to  the  31st  section  of  the  Act  G & 7 Will.  4,  c.  79,  of 
claim  on  the  consolidated  duties  of  customs  for  the  excess  of  dues  in  respect  of  foreign 
vessels,  which  have  been  placed  on  the  footing  of  British  vessels  by  treaties  of  reciprocity^ 
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The  amounts  which  under  this  second  head,  constitute  portions  of  the  present  revenue  of  — 

those  lights,  and  for  which  the  proprietors  must  be  paid,  cannot  be  ascertained;  they  are,  Correspondence  on 
however,  without  doubt,  considerable  Those  which  have  been  received  under  the  first  the  Purchase  of 
head,  up  to  the  latest  period  to  which  they  can  be  ascertained,  are  as  follow  ; viz.  certain  Lights,  &c. 

Skerries  - 1 year,  to  30  June  1839  - £.2  760  6 7 — — 

Tinmouth  - ditto  ditto  - - - _ - l’ 064  17  1 

Spurn  - ditto  ditto  - 1’690  17  j 

These  charges  upon  the  public  revenue  have,  by  the  extension  of  those  treaties,  and  bv 
augmented  commercial  intercourse,  greatly  increased  in  amount  since  the  passing  0f  the 
Act  59  Geo.  3,  c.  54  and  have  now  attained  a magnitude  which  the  Elder  Brethren,  with 
all  respect,  submit  to  their  Lordships  warrants  them  in  relying  on  Her  Majesty’s  Govern 
ment  to  make  arrangements  for  relieving  the  Corporation  to  the  extent  of  the  charge  to 
which  the  consolidated  fund  is  now  burthened,  and  will  by  these  purchases  be  relieved.  In 
this  expectation  the  Elder  Brethren  consider  themselves  farther  justified  by  the  prospective 
benefit  secured  to  that  fund  by  the  provisions  of  the  32d  section  of  the  said  Act  6 & 7 
Will  4 c 79,  on  the  termination  ol  any  of  the  treaties  referred  to,  and  the  consequent 
re-establishment  of  the  extra  dues  upou  the  shipping.  4 

And  they  beg  further  to  state,  that,  without  the  adoption  of  an  arrangement  to  that  effect 
the  expectation  which  is  reasonably  entertained  that  this  Board  may  Ultimately  be  enabled 
to  effect  the  contemplated  reduction  of  the  rates  of  duty  cannot  be  realized. 

I have,  &c. 

(signed)  J.  Herbert. 


C.  E.  Trevelyan,  Esq.  Treasury. 


My  Lords  and  Gentlemen,  Treasury  Chambers,  29  February  1840. 

, _,IN.G  laidr  before  t,ie  Lords  Commissioners  of  Her  Majesty’s  Treasury  your  letter  of 
the  13th  inst.,  I am  commanded  by  their  Lordships  to  acquaint  you,  with  reference  to  the 
pending  negotiation  with  Mr.  Morgan  Jones,  the  proprietor  of  the  Skerries  Light,  that  my 
Lords  have  directed  their  solicitor  to  prepare  a case  for  the  opinion  of  the  law  officers  of  the 
Crown  of  England  and  Ireland,  upon  the  legality  of  the  dues  levied  in  Ireland  in  respect 
of  the  Skernes  Lighthouse,  either  upon  coasting  vessels  or  others ; and  supposing  these 
dues,  or  any  of  them,  to  be  not  legal,  in  what  way  it  would  be  proper  for  this  Board  to  avail 

aTtTtWil0  vCk  4,l  egahty ; aPnd tha*  he  W1H  further  take  tbe  opinion  of  the  law  officers 
the  OWT  of  the  Skerries  Lighthouse  has  to  the  dues  now  levied  in 
* ,°/  j kgktliouse,  and  request  their  advice,  supposing  the  owner  not  to  have  a good 
title  to  those  dues,  or  not  to  the  extent  now  exercised,  in  what  way  the  payment  of  those 
dues,  or  of  the  portion  of  them  exceeding  the  legal  rights  of  the  owner,  ought  to  be  resisted  • 
Shfh  “ i°  de.sl1re  y°u  n(*  to  proceed  to  a reference  to  a jury  in  the  case  of  the  Skerries 
lighthouse  until  you  shall  receive  a further  communication  from  this  Board  to  that  effect. 

I am,  &c. 

f signed)  C.  _E.  Trevelyan. 


The  Elder  Brethren  of  the  Trinity  House. 


Sir, 


Trinity  House,  London,  18  June  1840. 


Althotob  °n  the  day  following  the  date  of  the  letter  which  I had  the  honour  to  receive 
ITJr  m'  ■ 30lh  bat,  conveying  the  sanction  of  the  Right  honourable  the 

t?T‘lS;!nerS  0f  Her  MaJesty  s Treasury  to  the  completion  of  the  purchase  of  the 
ZrjT"',0”  ;crms,mentiolled  in  nly  letter  of  the  22d  of  that  month, 
f«“fvWaS  made  t0  the  aSents  fM  Mr.  Fowke,  the  present  proprietor,  the 
man  site  accounts  of  the  receipt  and  expenditure  were  not  rendered  to  this  Board  until  the 
i .exPlalmll<>“  °f  certain  points  connected  therewith  having  been  found  requisite, 
instant  ^ ad^ussl0n,  ou  tbe  Part  °f  tke  Elder  Brethren,  did  not  take  place  until  the  9th 

avriSio  hir.!ifCT.vtS’  “ .appea!'f  lhat  lhe  ”et  ptoflt  for  yo«  la3».  which  the  vendor, 
Purr  hasp  m Se  f .oftbe  option  allowed  to  him,  has  presented  as  the  basis  upon  which  the 
Years’  !!"“u  Y 1S, t0  be  calculated,  amounts  to  the  sum  of  5,305 1.  9 s.  8 d.,  which  at  23£ 
paid  to^Mr  Fowke  °WS  pnnc,pal  sum  of  124>678  1 17  2 d-  as  that  which  is  to  be 

dirspt  *kis  ^ communication  for  their  Lordships’  information,  the  Elder  Brethren 

bvmvWfQ°  ‘fqu  draw  their  Lordships’  attention  to  the  representations  made 

of  th  I Hum' F ° k.e.  Vtb.nUy  1838>  aad  the  13th  of  February  of  the  present  year,  in  respect 
the  nmnorfeaSf  winch  will  take  place  in  the  annual  revenue  of  this  light  upon  its  becoming 
result  JL  Y thlS  C°rP01'at'on ; and  particularly  to  that  portion  of  such  decrease  as  will 
claim  the  CrS,SatlGn’  Pursuant  to  the  31st  section  of  the  Act  6 & 7 Will.  4,  c.  79,  of 

which  he,  consolidated  duties  of  customs  for  the  excess  of  dues  in  respect  of  foreign  vessels, 
amount  n/iw11  P . ced  on,  tbe  footing  of  British  vessels  by  treaties  of  reciprocity.  The 
their  Inrri  at  claim  for  the  year  1839  is,  it  appears,  1,112  l.  2 s.  id.;  and  in  requesting 
0.36  S l^S  CSpeCia  consideration  of  the  circumstances  submitted  in  the  concluding  part 
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of  mv  said  letter  of  the  13th  February  1840,  the  Elder  Brethren  direct  me  to  renew  the 
expression  of  their  confident  reliance  that  Her  Majesty's  Government  will  provide  such 

portion  of  the  said  purchase-money  as  is  equivalent  to  the  present  charge  upon  the  Consoli- 

Correspondence  on  Sated  Fund,  and  font  payment  of  which  that  fund  will  he  relieved  from  the  time  of  the 
Che  Purchase  of  completion  of  the  purchase.  The  portion  ot  the  principal  sum  to  be  paid  which  applies  to 
certain  Lights,  &c.  this  source  of  the  proprietor’s  profit  is  26,134  Z.  9 s.  . , 

, The  £](ler  Brethren  having  thus  finally  arranged  with  the  proprietor  the  terms  of  this 

ourchase  are  desirous  of  taking,  with  their  Lordships’  concurrence,  further  steps,  with  the 
obiect  of  completing  the  purchase  of  the  two  lighthouses  still  remaining  in  the  hands  of 
nnvate  individuals,  viz.  the  Skerries  and  the  Spurn.  In  respect  of  the  first-mentioned, 
proceeding's  were  suspended  upon  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  29th  February  last,  and 
the  Elder 'iBrethren  wait  the  communication  of  their  Lordships  further  desires  m respect 
thereof-  but  it  is  now  the  intention  of  the  Corporation  immediately  to  renew  the  negotiation 
with  the  proprietor  of  the  Spurn  Lighthouses,  in  the  hope  of  effecting  the  purchase  by 
mutual  agreement,  unless  their  Lordships  should  see  cause  for  further  delay  in  that 

matter-  I have,  4c. 

C.  E.  Trevelyan,  Esq.  See.  See.  4c.  (signed)  J.  Herbert. 

Treasury. 


My  Lords  and  Gentlemen,  Treasury  Chambers,  22  June  1840. 

With  reference  to  your  secretary’s  letter  of  the  18tli  instant,  I.  am  commanded  by  the 
Lords  Commissioners  of  Her  Majesty’s  Treasury  to  express  to  you  their  Lordships’  satis- 
faction at  the  completion  of  the  purchase  of  the  Tinmouth  Lighthouse  on  the  terms  sanc- 
tioned by  my  letter  of  the  30th  January  last.  . . 

With  respect  to  the  claim  on  the  part  of  your  Board  to  be  relieved  trom  the  payment  of 
that  portion  of  the  purchase-money  which  is  required  for  the  redemption  of  the  right  of 
compensation  enjoyed  by  the  owners  of  lighthouses  for  the  excess  of  dues  formerly  levied 
on  foreign  vessels,  I am  commanded  to  acquaint  you  that  as  the  Act  6 Sc  7 Will.  4,  c.  79, 
merely  authorizes  this  Board  to  lend  money  to  you  for  the  purpose  of  purchasing  light- 
houses, my  Lords  consider  they  have  no  power  to  grant  you  the  relief  solicited. 

Their  Lordships  are  of  opinion  that  it  will  be  advisable  that  you  should  complete  the 
purchase  of  all  the  lighthouses  under  the  powers  vested  in  you  by  Parliament ; and  if  you 
should  then  think  proper  to  bring  forward  your  claims  to  reimbursement  of  the  sums  which 
may  have  been  advanced  by  you  on  the  above  account,  my  Lords  will  be  prepared  to 
consider  such  claim  with  reference  to  all  the  public  interests  involved  in  the  question. 

Their  Lordships  wish  you  to  proceed  with  the  negotiation  for  the  purchase  of  the  Spurn 
Lighthouse,  reporting  for  their  previous  sanction  the  terms  which  may  be  agreed  upon  with 
the  uroprietor ; and  my  Lords  trust  that  they  will  soon  be  enabled,  by  the  receipt  of  the 
opinion  of  Her  Majesty’s  J law  officers,  to  whom  the  question  has  been  referred,  to  give 
final  instructions  for  the  purchase  of  the  Skerries  Lighthouse. 

I am,  fkc. 

The  Elder  Brethren  of  the  (signed)  C.  E.  Trevelyan. 

Trinity  House. 


Sir,  Trinity  House,  London,  1 July  1840. 

Adverting  to  that  part  of  your  letter  to  this  Board  under  date  22d  ultimo,  which  con- 
veys the  approval  of  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  Her  Majesty’s  Treasury  to  the  renewal 
of  "the  negotiation  with  the  proprietors  of  the  Spurn  Lighthouses  for  the  purchase  of  those 
establishments,  I have  now  the  honour  to  acquaint  you,  for  their  Lordships’  information, 
that  the  Elder  Brethren  having  communicated  to  those  gentlemen  the  terms  which  had 
been  accepted  by  the  proprietor  of  the  Tinmouth  Lighthouse,  accompanied  by  an  offer  to 
effect  the  purchase  of  the  Spurn  Lights  upon  the  same  terms,  viz.  23  J years’  purchase  ot  the 
net  profit  of  the  year  1839,  the  proprietors  have  caused  their  acceptance  thereof  to  he 
communicated  to  this  Corporation,  and  I have  to  signify  the  request  of  the  Elder  Brethren 
that  you  will  submit  the  same  to  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  Her  Majesty’s  Treasury,  tor 
their  Lordships’  sanction  thereof,  and  in  order  that  the  necessary  steps  may  be  taken  tor 
-completing  this  purchase. 

I have,  &.c. 

C.  E.  Trevelyan,  Esq.  &c.  &c.  &c.  (signed)  J • Herbert. 

Treasury. 


My  Lords  and  Gentlemen,  Treasury  Chambers,  0 July  1840. 

Having  laid  before  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  Her  Majesty’s  Treasury  your  secretary s 
letter  of  the  1st  instant,  stating  that  the  proprietors  of  the  Spurn  Lighthouses  have  co 
sented  to  the  purchase  of  those  lights  by  your  Board  at  23  | years’  purchase  ot  tne 
profit  of  the  year  1839,  I have  received  their  Lordships’  commands  to  convey  to  you 
approval  of  the  proposed  arrangement  for  the  purchase  of  the  Spurn  Lighthouses. 

I am.  See. 

The  Elder  Brethren  of  the  (signed)  C.  E.  Trevelyan. 

Trinity  House. 
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My  Lords  and  Gentlemen,  Treasury  Chambers,  4 August  1840. 

Thb  Lords  Commissioners  of  Her  Majesty  s Treasury  having  been  advised  by  the  law 
officers  of  the  Crown  that  Irish  eoastma  vessels  going  from  one  Irish  port  to  another  are 
not  liable  to  tile  tolls  which  have  been  hitherto  collected  upon  them  in  respect  of  the  Correspondence  on 
Skerries  Lighthouse,  desire  that  you  should  be  apprised  that  the  necessary  instructions  the  Purchase  of 
have  been  issued  to  the  customs  officers  in  Ireland  to  clear  out  such  vessels  in  future  certain  Lights,  &c. 
without  requiring  the  production  of  a certificate  of  the  tolls  in  question  having  been  paid. 

T°  tle  mnSytaT  °f  ""  (signed)"1'  Gordon. 


®lr>  , Tnmiy  House,  London,  15  August  1840. 

Youb  letter  of  the  4th  instant  having  been  laid  before  tbe  Board,  1 have  it  in  command 
io  request  yon  will  express  to  the  Eight  honourable  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  Her 
Majesty’s  Treasury  the  thanks  of  tins  Corporation  for  the  communication  thereby  made  in 
respect  lo  the  instructions  which  their  Lordships  have  issued  to  the  customs  officers  in 
Ireland,  consequent  upon  their  Lordships  having  been  advised  by  the  law  officers  of  the 
Crown  that  Irish  coasting  vessels,  going  from  one  Irish  port  to  another  are  not  liable  to  the 
tolls  which  have  been  hitherto  collected  upon  them  in  respect  of  the  Skerries  Lighthouse 

I am  farther  commanded  to  avail  myself  of  this  occasion  to  advert  to  the  concluding  pkrt 
of  Mr.  Trevelyans  letter  of  the  2nd  June  last,  and  to  express  the  request  of  the 'Elder 
Brethren  to  be  favoured  with  tile  communication  of  tlieir  Lordships’  wishes  as  to  the  further 
steps  which  it  may  now  be  advisable  to  adopt  in  relation  to  the  purchase  of  this  light. 

I am,  &c. 

r,  n J D TV  (signed)  J.  Herbert. 

R.  Gordon,  Esq.  m.p.  Treasury. 


My  Lords  and  Gentlemen,  Treasury  Chambers,  5 September  1840. 

Application  having  been  made  to  this  Board  by  Mr.  Morgan  Jones,  prayino-  my  Lords 
to  rescind  tbeir  order  to  the  collectors  of  the  customs  in  Ireland  to  grant  clearances' without 
requiring  proof  of  ihe  payment  of  dues  from  Irish  coasting  vessels  to  the  Skerries  Li°-lit,  I 
am  commanded  by  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  Her  Majesty’s  Treasury  to  acquaint  you 
that  they  have  caused  the  party  to  be  informed  that,  in  their  opinion,  the  order  so  gi  ven 
cannot  in  any  way  so  prejudice  his  right  upon  the  trial  of  the  action  now  pending  in  the 
courts  in  Ireland,  and  that  they  therefore  see  no  reason  for  rescinding  such  order.  ° 

I am  further  directed  to  state,  with  reference  to  your  secretary’s  letter  of  the  15th  ultimo, 
that  the  propriety  of  determining  the  purchase  value  of  the  light  in  question  by  an  appeal 
to  a jury,  under  the  provisions  of  the  statute,  is  under  their  Lordships’  consideration. 

I am,  &c. 

w,  P11  „ , (signed)  'l'hos.  Crafer. 

the  Elder  Brethren  of  the  Trinity  House. 


My  Lords  and  Gentlemen,  Treasury  Chambers,  17  September  1840. 

I am  commanded  by  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  Her  Majesty’s  Treasury  to  acquaint 
y°\“  answer  to  your  letter  of  the  1 5th  ult.,  that,  under  the  advice  of  their  solicitor,  my  Lords 
think  it  will  be  desirable  to  postpone  any  further  proceedings  for  the  purchase  of  the  Skerries 
Lighthouse  until  the  Court  of  Queen’s  Bench  in  Ireland  shall  have  decided  upon  the  case 
now  before  them,  at  the  instance  of  Mr.  Morgan  Jones,  for  the  recovery  of  dues  alleged  to 
be  due  to  him  upon  Irish  coasting  vessels. 


The  Elder  Brethren  of  the  Trinity  House. 


I am,  &c. 

(signed)  Thos.  Crafer,  pro.  Sec. 


bir>  Trinity  House,  London,  5 February  1841. 

i H?  decease  of  Morgan  Jones,  esq.  proprietor  of  the  Skerries  Lighthouse,  having 
erwl  1 ■ PV0Perly  in  other  hands,  this  Corporation  deemed  it  proper  to  lose  no  time  in 
li  , ®avourmg  to  ascertain  the  views  of  the  present  possessor  in  respect  of  the  sale  of  that 
trf  10u®e>  ur)der  the  Act  6 & 7 Will.  4,  c.  79  ; and  I have  it  now  in  command  to  transmit 
6 cons'dcration  Right  honourable  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  Her 

uript  ^ s Treasury,  the  accompanying  copy  of  a letter  which  was  addressed  lo  the  pro- 
«•  M°r’  object,  on  the  27th  ultimo,  and  of  the  reply  thereto  from  Messrs.  Evans 

organ  °f  Cardigan,  solicitors,  under  date  the  30th  ultimo.* 
sten  su, . '^,n§  these  documents,  with  a view  to  their  Lordships’  determination  as  to  the 
house  fh  ri  110w  mo.st  advisable  to  adopt  for  effecting  the  purchase  of  this  light- 
toth  • 1 . Elder  Brethren  direct  me  to  request  you  will  draw  their  Lordships’  attention 
rmii  e Prfvl°us  correspondence  which  has  taken  place  in  relation  to  this  purchase,  and  espe- 
C a y t0  letters  hereunder  specified. 

The 

* Vide  Skerries  Light  Correspondence. 

o-36.  3 N 
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the  Purchase  of 
certain  Lights,  &c. 


The  Elder  Brethren  are  also  desirous  that  the  circumstance  of  the  recent  decision  in  the 
Court  of  Queen’s  Bench  in  Dublin,  establishing  the  exemption  of  coasting  vessels  in  Ireland 
from  payment  of  the  duty  to  this  light,  and  consequently  reducing,  m some  measure,  the 
value  of  the  property,  should  also  be  submitted  to  their  Lordships  notice. 

In  solicitin'*  their  Lordships’  early  attention  to  this  subject,  and  to  the  correspondence 
above  referred  to,  the  Elder  Brethren  are  anxious  that  their  Lordships  should  also  have 
regard  to  the  terms  of  the  4th  section  of  the  Act  6 8c  7 Will.  4,  c.  79,  whereby  their  Lord- 
ships  will  perceive  that  the  compulsory  powers  granted  by  that  Act  in  respect  of  these  pur- 
chases will  expire  on  the  13th  August  next. 

I have,  &c. 

C.  E.  Trevelyan,  Esq.  (signed)  J.  Herbert. 


Correspondence  referred  to : — 

Secretary  of  Trinity  House  to  A.  Y.  Spearman,  Esq. 

Ditto  - - ditto  F.  T.  Baring,  Esq.  - 

G.  J.  Pennington,  Esq.  to  Trinity  House  - 
Ditto  -----  ditto  - 
Secretary  of  Trinity  House  to  C.  E.  Trevelyan,  Esq. 

C.  E.  Trevelyan,  Esq.  to  Trinity  House  - - 

Secretary  of  Trinity  House  to  C.  E.  Trevelyan,  Esq. 

C.  E.  Trevelyan,  Esq.  to  Trinity  House  - “ 

Secretary  of  Trinity  House  to  C.  E.  Trevelyan,  Esq. 

C.  E.  Trevelyan,  Esq.  to  Trinity  House  - 
R,  Gordon,  Esq.  to  - - ditto  - 
Secretary  of  Trinity  House  to  R.  Gordon,  Esq. 

Thomas  Crafer,  Esq.  to  Trinity  House  - 
Ditto  -----  ditto  - 


- 11  July  1838. 

9 Aug.  1839. 

- 25  Nov.  1839. 

- 16  Jan.  1840. 

- 22  Jan.  1840. 

- 30  Jan.  1840. 

- 13  Feb.  1840. 

- 29  Feb.  1840. 

- J8  June  1840. 

- 22  June  1840. 

- 4 Aug.  1840. 

- 15  Aug.  1840. 

5 Sept.  1840. 

- 17  Sept.  1840. 


g-r  Trinity  House,  London,  3 March  1841. 

Subsequently  to  the  letter  which  I had  the  honour  to  address  to  yon,  under  date  the 
5th  ultimo,  enclosing  copy  of  a letter  from  Messrs  Evans  & Morgan,  solicitors  to  the  pro- 
prietors of  the  Skerries  Lighthouse,  it  was  deemed  advisable  that  those  gentlemen  should 
be  requested  to  furnish  this  Board  with  a statement  of  the  annual  reduction  which  the 
revenue  of  that  light  will  sustain  from  the  effect  of  the  late  decision  in  the  Court  of  Queen  s 
Bench,  Dublin,  establishing  the  non-liability  of  vessels  in  the  coasting  trade  of  leland,, 
to  payment  of  the  dues  for  that  establishment;  together  with  an  account  of  the  gros 
receipts  and  of  the  net  profit,  upon  which  the  proprietors  now  expect  the  purchase-money 

to  Andfn^rmismitting  to  you,  for  the  information  of  the  Right  honourable  the  Lords  Com- 
missioners of  Her  Majesty’s  Treasury,  the  enclosed  copy  ot  their  reply,  dated  the  24tli 
ultimo,  I have  it  in  command  to  request  you  will  submit  to  their  Lordships,  on  the  part  of 
the  Elder  Brethren,  that  the  considerations  which  have  induced  the  Corporation  to  solicit 
their  Lordships’  early  determination  upon  the  course  to  be  pursued  in  respect  ot  this  pur- 
chase, are  much  strengthened  by  the  circumstance  therein  stated  of  the  progressive  increase 
which  has  taken  place  in  the  gross  revenue  of  this  lighthouse  during  several  years  pabt, 
and  as  appears  by  the  statements  from  which  the  following  figures  are  extracted,  viz. 

Average  of  seven  years  ending  1833— (vide  Appendix  to  Report  of  belect  Committee  of 
the  House  of  Commons  on  Lighthouses,  page  83,  Session  1034),  478/.  19s. 

In  the  year  1830,  as  per  letter  from  the  proprietors’  solicitors,  dated  28th  January  18  , 

In  the  year  1840,  as  per  statement  accompanying  the  said  solicitors’  letter,  dated  the 
24th  February  1841,  23,429/.  9s.  3d.  ^ ^ave  &c 

C.  E.  Trevelyan,  Esq.  (signed)  J-  Bertltt. 


My  Lords  and  Gentlemen,  Treasnnr  Chambers,  24  March  184L 

I aw  commanded  by  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  Her  Majesty  s treasury  to  ^ , 
herewith  for  your  information  and  guidance,  with  reference  to  your  Secretary  s le  ° 

3d  instant,  a copy  of  the  Minute  of  this  Board  of  the  16th*  instant,  relative  to  t p 
of  the  Skerries  Lighthouse,  and  the  tolls  payable  for  its  support.  Com_ 

1 am  at  the  same  time  directed  to  acquaint  you  that  my  Lords  have  called  up 
missioners  of  Customs  to  ascertain  and  report  the  exact  amount  ot  tolls  Paia  _ Jbeea 
1839  and  1840  upon  Irish  coasting  vessels,  and  that  as  soon  as  such  statem 
received  it  will  be  transmitted  to  you. 

I am,  etc. 

The  Elder  Brethren  of  the  Trinity  House.  (signed)  C.  E. 


* Should  be  19th. 
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Cow  ofTuEiisimY  Minute,  dated  19th  March  1841.  A a-  .. 

2774.  Read  letter  from  the  Secretary  to  the  Trinity  House,  dated  5th  inst. ,«  static  that  PP  (K).  7 

the  decease  of  Morgan  Jones,  ^proprietor  of  the  Skerries  Lighthouse,  having  placed  — 

that  propei  ty  in  other  hands,  that  Corporation  deemed  it  proper  to  lose  no  time  in  endea-  Correspondence  on 
vouring  to  ascertain  the  views  of  the  present  possessor  in  respect  of  the  sale  of  that  the  Purcliafe  of 
lighthouse,  under  the  Act  6 & 7 Will.  4,  c.  79,  and  transmitting  copy  of  a letter  which  Certain  Li&llts>&c- 

SsSST"  w“h  ‘hat  obje“'  “d  “f  the reply &*>  MeS  

4716.  Read  also  letter  from  the  Secretary  to  the  Trinity  House,  dated  3d  inst.,  trans- 
mitting copy  of  a further  letter  from  Messrs.  Evans  & Morgan,  with  reference  to  the 
proposed  sale  of  the  Skerries  Lighthouse,  8cc. 

My  Lords  read  the  former  papers  upon  the  subject  of  purchasing  the  rights  of  the  pro- 
prietors of  certain  lighthouses,  from  whreh  ,t  appears  that  those  of  the  Spurn  and  Tinmouth 
Castle  have  been  either  obtained  or  agreed  for  by  the  Trinity  Board,  upon  payment  of  a 
sum  equal  to  23  J years  purchase,  calculated  according  to  the  net  profits  of  the  year  1839 
My  Lords  deem  rt  of  much  importance  that  the  Skerries  Lighthouse  should  also  be 
vested  in  the  Trinity  Board.  ° 

My  Lords  perceive  from  the  statement  furnished  to  that  Board  by  the  proprietors  of 
the  lrghteouse  m question,  that  the  gross  amount  of  the  toils  received  in  fire  year  1840 
amounted  to  23,429  l.  Bs.  3 d after  the  deduction  of  the  amount  received  £ Irish 
coasting  vessels,  and  that  the  charges  for  collecting  the  tolls  and  other  eroenses 
amounted  to  3,387  l.  10s.  od;  leaving  20,041 1.  18s.  fid.  as  the  net  income  derived  to 
the  proprietors  for  the  past  year. 

My  lords  observe  that  the  solicitors  to  the  proprietors  contend  that  as  the  late  proprietor 
allowed  a much  larger  per  centage  for  collecting  the  tolls  than  o /.  per  cent,  paid  L the 
Trinity  Board,  the  net  value  of  the  tolls  should  be  calculated  according  to  the  latter  per 
centage  instead  of  the  amount  actually  allowed,  but  my  Lords  are  deafly  of  opinion  tKt 
the  net  value  must  be  estimated  with  reference  to  the  actual  and  loni  fide  disbursements 
and  not  according  to  the  supposititious  charge  of  5 1.  per  cent.  J ’ 

Although  the  net  receipt  of  the  year  1840  amounted  to  upwards  of  20,000  /.,  it  appears 

hat  in  forme,  years  the  sun,  reahted  fell  much  short  of  that  amount.  It  appears  alsf  by 

[['!  ™ JTt  brf0rii  r1felTed  ,0'  th*j  m tbe  year  the  total  net  revenue  received  at 
P°r‘  of  L'tf  Poo1  alcra  amounted  to  14.341 1.,  or  rather  more  than  two-thirds  of  the 
total  net  receipt  throughout  the  United  Kingdom. 

hetaHufl  fgarf’  thwefo,<-’  10  I11®  ]arge  commercial  transactions  which  are  carried  on 
a!a‘  P“rt  and  foreign  countries,  it  is  evident,  that  should  any  interruption  of  our 
enactmi,Hktr,'S  b ?°,S?  countiics  take  place  at  any  time,  or  should  any  Parliamentary 
tede  and  to?  h ® .]*  sh'PP“'S obtaining  a larger  proportion,  or  the  whole  of  the  carrying 
Sa  lber,eby  red"™  ” annihilate  the  amount  now  received  by  the  owners  o/thf 
ffht  ?0m.  th<i  F»»d,  amounting  in  the  last  year  to  3,800  I.,  a VeX 

considerable  reduction  in  the  revenue  of  the  Skerries  Lighthouse  must  ensue.  V 

My  Lords  consider  that  the  revenues  of  the  Tinmouth  and  Spurn  Lighthouses  (derived 
Jr  l ale  “ * grtat  measure  from  the  large  and  increasing  coasting  trade  in  the  mineral 
affMedTv°fam  T T “ of  ^“Aarn  and  Sorthumberland)  are  not  fkely  to  be  materially 
Sonnfof  tl,  y f 1 a"d  that  the  course  pursued  in  determining  the 

Sr  thl  tl 0P“rchase-m<1“ay  of  *0M  lighthouses,  by  the  actual  ptoftt  of  the  year  pre- 
M f I £ ’ 0Ug,h  "ot,to  be  followed  in  the  case  of  the  Skerries  Lighthouse.  1 P 
tee  aLnimem  t l bad  “g"d-  1“  considering  the  terms  of  the  purchase  in  question,  to 
cbto°k|  P1?^-  tb°  aatefon  and  authority  of  Parliament,  on  the 
S he  T n y ®oa,d  of  the  Wmtertonness,  Orfordness,  Harwich,  and  Dungeness 
rendered  o ’i  ',hereby  tbf  mtCTest  of  the  Crown  in  the  perpetuity  of  those  lights  was  ani- 
mation thShS'  .'I11!”''111  l°  year8'  purchase,  or  thereabouts.  From  the  best  infor- 
receints^ of S, oiy  Lords  have  before  them,  it  would  appear  that  the  average  of  the  net 
Per  annum  _t  ; Sb';n':G8  Lighthouse  for  the  last  seven  years  amounted  to  about  17,0001. 
diesnmTf  390  roof  “ “ J O"™"18^088  of  this  case,  my  Lords  therefore  think  that 
to  23  i yeaS  m.reh'  ""i  Ff  oSered  t0  tbe  P^™10'8  of  that  lighthouse,  being  equivalent 
being aim “J  °f,tlle  same  at  the  av«age  net  income  of  17,000 1.  a year,  and 

bave8produced  if  cIlcTfd°“tS’  'Fl!*'  Bnm  wblch,thli  net  profits  of  the  year  1840  would 
the  sale  of  toeF,  » f.ld  T"  ‘F8  “f ms  agl'eed  to-  aad  8aactioned  by  Parliament,  for 
and  in  the  even  So  °!  m u™wn  ln. tbe  P“P8tuity  of  the  lighthouses  before  mentioned  ; 
bad  to  a srSd  ■ f 1 lat  °ffor  ,belng  rejected,  their  Lordships  think  that  recourse  should  be 
father  delay  J“y’  UIuier  th°  Pro'18,ons  0,'the  Act  of  the  0 & 7 Will.  4,  c.  79,  without 

I hat.  , . . , Trinity  House,  London,  30  April  1841. 

ration  the  to  bnn|  uad?r  tb®  consideration  of  the  Eider  Brethren  of  this  Corpo- 

Iler  Mfoestto  T h'Ch' ty  d,re?‘‘on  of  tl,e  Right  honourable  the  Lords  Commissioners  of 
Minute  of  their  iSS’  y°?  addressad  t»  them  on  tile  24th  ull.,  transmitting  a copy  of  a 
purchase  of  t ,.L  dshlpS0,'  b®  >»«■.  «f  that  month,  in  further  relation  to  the  intended 
their  Lordshioa  hSFS  tbe  Sker.nps  Lighthouse,  and  communicating  the  steps  which 
the  years  ihso  f°r  asceitaining  the  exact  amount  of  tolls  paid  for  that  light  in 

3 11=  IB49  and  1840  upon  Irish  coasting  vessels.  6 

— - Pending 

0.36. 


» Qu.  51I1  ult. 
3 n 2 
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appendix  to  report  from  the 


Pemluur  the  receipt  of  the  promised  information  upon  that  subject,  the  Elder  Brethren 
deemed  inadvisable  once  more  to  address  the  proprietors,  through  there  solicitors,  Messrs. 
Moreau  & Evans,  with  the  object  of  endeavouring  to  bring  tins  protracted  negotiation  to  a 
Morgan  ct  > , oa.etheV  inadmissible  ; and  1 have  it  now  in  command  to  transmit  to 

yo°»  for?the1nformation  of  their  Lordships,  the  enclosed  copy  of  the  letter,  addressed  with 
X? ; 3j  i„st  together  with  a copy  of  Messrs.  Morgan  8c  Evans  reply,  dated 

Sf  , listen  and ol  a fuX  letter  from  Messrs.  R.  M.  Sc  C Baxter,  of  LincolaVIun 
Fields,  therein  referred  to,  written  after  an  interview  by  one  of  there  firm  with  the  Deputy 

MRomTto  toSrTSeLatommuniSons,  the  Elder  Brethren  are  persuaded  that  the  pm. 
orietors  will  not  be  induced  to  accept  of  any  sum  for  their  property  which  this  Corporation 
would  be  justified  in  paying,  otherwise  than  under  the  award  of  a jury. 

conviction  and  attaching  due  weight  to  the  various  considerations  which,  m 
fi,Itd™.nts  'ouid  operate in  deterioration  of  .the  alleged  value  of  this  lighthouse,  the 
EMer  Brethren  have  deemed  it  expedient  to  abstain  from  the  expression  o any  disposition 
“accede  to  any  larger  sum  than  350,000 1,  as  mentioned  ,n  my  letter  of  the  3d  mst.;  and 
Sey  be.  now  to  submit  to  their  Lordships  that  ,t  w,U  be  far  more  sa  isfaetory  to  this  Cor- 
noratimi  that  the  ultimate  course  prescribed  by  the  Legislature  should  be  resorted  to,  and 
the  expectations  of  the  proprietors,  if  in  any  degree  realized,  should  be  obtained  only 
under  the  award  of  a jury  ; and  the  Elder  Brethren  direct  me  to  request  there  Lordships 
concurrence  in  the  immediate  adoption  of  the  measures  necessary  for  referring  the  question 
for  such  decision.  I have,  8cc. 

C.  E.  Trevelyan,  Esq.  8cc.  &c.  &c.  (“H)  J.  Herbert. 


My  Lords  and  Gentlemen,  Treasury  Chambers,  6 May  1841. 

Under  the  circumstances  stated  in  your  Secretary’s  letter  of  the  30th  ult.,  1 am  com- 
mandrfby  the  itoZ  Commissioners  of  Her  Majesty's  Treasury  to  state  that  they  concur 
with  you  Si  opinion  that  the  amount  of  purchase-money  for  the  bkemes  “J™1? 

be  immediately  submitted  to  the  decision  of  a jury,  under  the  provisions  ot  7 

Will.  4 c.  79,  and  their  Lordships  would  suggest  the  employment  of  the  most  emmen 
counsel  \o  conduct  the  proceedings  on  the  part  ol  your  Board. 

I am,  &c. 

The  Elder  Brethren  of  the  Trinity  House.  (signed)  C.  E.  Trevelyan. 


g-r  Trinity  House,  London,  5 June  1841. 

I have  it  in  command  to  request  you  will  communicate  to  the  Bight  honourable  the 
Lords  Commissioners  of  Her  Majesty'S  Treasury,  that,  in  falfilmeut  0 the  determmaW 
that  the  amount  of  purchase-money  for  the  Skerries  Lighthouse  should  b y 

suWted  toTe  deciLu  of  a jury,  l precept  to  the  Sheri#'  of  Anglesea  has  issued  fer  die 
holding  of  an  inquisition  at  Beaumaris  on  Monday  the  Seth  July  next.  lettet 

The  Elder  Brethren  direct  me  to  express  there  satisfaction  that . te™B I ° J®  [hil 

of  the  oth  ultimo  convey  a concurrent  opinion  on  the  part  of  then  ‘takl 

which  had  been  previously  entertained  by  this  Board,  that  counsel  ol  great  emme 
be  emploved  to  conduct  the  proceedings  on  the  part  of  this  Corporation. 

I am. at  the  same  time,  further  directed  to  advert  to  that  part  of  your  letter  of  he  3 
March  last  which  states  that  their  Lordships  haw  called  upon  the _ Comm  ^ 1M) 
Customs  to  ascertain  and  report  the  exact  amount  of  tolls  paid  in  t V uest  of  the 

for  Skerries  Lighthouse  dues  upon  Irish  coasting  vessels  ; and  to  Mgmfy  .the  req ^ 
Elder  Brethren  that  their  Lordships  will  be  pleased  to  cause  that  account  to 
to  this  Board  so  soon  as  it  can  be  completed. 

I have,  &c. 

C.  E.  Trevelyan,  Esq.  &c.  8cc.  Sc.  <sigMd>  X Ha  " ' 


Sir,  12-  Eden  Qu!iy’  11  Ime 

In  reply  to  your  letter  of  this  day,  relative  to  the  account  of  Skerries  Ugj1* Messrs 
by  the  Lords  of  the  Treasury,  ! beg  to  state  that  I forwarded  said  aeooaut  Jo  ^ 
Evans  8t  Morgan,  of  Cardigan,  solicitors  to  the  proprietors  of  the  light,  on  t ^ .( 

and  I will  write  to  those  gentlemen  by  this  post,  urging  them  to  at  on 
their  Lordships. 


Thomas  Worthington,  Esq. 
Collector  of  Customs. 
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Cardigan,  12  June  1841. 

To  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  Her  Majesty’s  Treasury. 

We  some  weeks  back,  at  the  request  of  the  proprietors  of  the  Skerries  Light  dues, 
directed  Mr.  Palgrave,  the  receiver  of  the  Irish  dues,  to  forward  to  your  Lordships  an 
account  of  the  sum  received  by  him  from  Irish  coasting  vessels  in  the  years  1839  and  1840 
On  the  29th  ultimo  the  receiver  forwarded  this  statement  to  us,  and  we  concluded,  as  a 
matter  of  course,  that  he  had  forwarded  a similar  copy  to  your  Lordships.  He  writes 
however,  word  this  morning,  that  the  copy  sent  us  on  the  29th  was  intended  for  your  Lord- 
ships,  and  we  therefore  beg  leave  to  enclose  it,  and  trust  that  the  delay  which  has  arisen 
in  transmitting  it  to  your  Lordships  will  not  be  attended  with  any  inconvenience. 

We  have,  &c. 

Whitehall,  London.  (signed)  Evans  % Morgan. 


Appendix,  No.  7 

(K). 

Correspondence  on 
the  Purchase  of 
certain  Lights,  &c. 


Extract  of  a Letter  from  J.  Herbert,  Esq.  Trinity  House,  dated  5th  August  1841, 
addressed  to  C.  E.  Trevelyan,  Esq.  Treasury. 

Adverting  to  the  previous  correspondence  between  the  Right  honourable  the  Lords 
Commissioners  of  Her  Majesty’s  Treasury  and  this  Corporation,  in  relation  to  the  purchase 
of  the  Skerries  Lighthouse,  and  particularly  to  my  letter  of  the  5th  June  last,  communi- 
cating for  their  Lordships’  information  the  arrangement  which  had  been  made  for  submitting 
the  question  of  the  value  of  that  property  for  decision  by  a jury,  to  be  assembled  in  accord- 
ance with  the  terms  of  the  Act  6 & 7 Will.  4,  c.  79,  ss.  6 & 7,  at  Beaumaris,  on  the  26th 
ultimo ; 

I have  it  now  in  command  to  acquaint  you,  for  their  Lordships’  further  information,  that 
an  inquisition  was  accordingly  held  for  that  purpose  at  the  time  and  place  abovementioned. 

The  proceedings  on  this  occasion  were  conducted,  on  the  part  of  the  Corporation,  by  the 
following  eminent  counsel;  viz.  Sir  Frederick  Pollock,  Sir  William  Follett,  Mr.  Cresswell 
Cresswell.  and  Mr.  Frederick  Robinson;  and  on  the  part  of  the  proprietors  of  the  light- 
house, who,  by  the  terms  of  the  said  Act,  were  plaintiffs  in  the  cause,  by  Her  Majesty’s 
Attorney-general  (Sir  Thomas  Wylde),  Mr.  Fitz  Roy  Kelly,  Mr.  John  Jervis,  and  Mr. 
Vaughan  Williams.  The  High  Sheriff  for  the  county  of  Anglesea,  who  presided,  being 
assisted  as  his  assessor  by  Mr.  William  Erie,  the  subject  occupied  the  attention  of  the  court 
during  the  entire  day,  and  terminated  by  the  jury  awarding  the  plaintiffs  the  sum  of 
444,984/.  11s.  3d.,  being  22  years’  purchase  of  the  net  revenue  of  the  lighthouse  for  the 
year  1840. 


My  Lords  and  Gentleman,  Treasury  Chambers,  26  June  1841. 

With  reference  to  your  letter  of  the  6th  instant,  I am  commanded  by  the  Lords  Com- 
missioners of  Her  Majesty’s  Treasury  to  transmit  to  you  herewith  a letter  from  Messrs. 
Evans  & Morgan,  dated  the  12th  instant,  enclosing  an  account  of  the  Skerries  Light  dues 
collected  on  Irish  coasters  in  the  years  1839  and  1840,  together  with  a letter  from  the 
secretary  of  the  Customs,  dated  the  15th  instant,  on  the  subject  of  this  account,  and  I am 
directed  to  state  to  you,  that,  as  the  account  cannot  be  furnished  by  a public  officer,  my 
Lords  are  unable  to  answer  for  its  accuracy. 

The  documents  herewith  transmitted,  being  in  original,  it  is  requested  the  same  may  be 
returned  to  this  Board. 


To  the  Elder  Brethren  of  the  Trinity  House. 


I am,  &c. 

(signed)  C.  E.  Trevelyan. 


Sir,  Custom  House,  15  June  1841. 

With  reference  to  the  order  of  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  Her  Majesty’s  Treasury, 
dated  the  8th  instant,  desiring  to  be  furnished  immediately  with  the  account  ot  tolls  paid  for 
‘-kemes  Lighthouse  dues  upon  Irish  coasting  vessels  in  1839  and  1840,  I have  it  in  com- 
mand to  state,  that  as  the  officers  of  this  revenue  at  Dublin  had  not  the  means  of  pre- 
paring the  return  required,  they  commuuicated  with  the  receiver  of  toils  for  Ireland  upon  the 
subject,  who  promised  that  steps  should  be  immediately  taken  to  comply  with  their  Lord- 
snips  directions  ; and  the  said  receiver  having  been  called  upon  to  explain  the  cause  of  the 
■ e~y  m rendering  the  account,  I am  directed  by  the  Board  to  transmit,  for  their  Lordships’ 
m ormation,  copy  of  the  reply  which  has  been  received  from  him,  dated  the  llth  instant, 
rum  I am,  &c. 

u Trevelyan,  Esq.  (signed)  C.  Scovell. 


Trinity  House,  London,  \ (A  true  copy.) 

12  April  1845.  j (signed)  J.  Herbert,  Secretary. 
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Correspo  nden  ce  0 11 
the  Purchase  of 
certain  Lights,  &c. 


SKERRIES  LIGHT. 

Copy  of  Correspondence  relating  to  the  Purchase  thereof  by  the  Corporation  of 
Trinity  House. 

gjr>  Trinity  House,  London,  13  November  1835. 

A bill,  intituled,  “ A Bill  for  vesting  Lighthouses  and  Lights  on  the  Coasts  of  the 
United  Kingdom  in  the  Corporation  of  Trinity  House  of  Deptford  Strond,  and  for  makino- 
Provisions  respecting  Lighthouses,  Lights,  Buoys,  Beacons,  and  Sea-marks,  and  the  Tolls 
and  Duties  payable  in  respect  thereof,”  having  been  introduced  into  the  House  of 
Commons  during  the  last  Session  of  Parliament,  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  into  effect  the 
recommendations  of  the  Select  Committee  of  that  House  on  the  Lighthouses  of  the  United 
Kingdom,  and  subsequently  withdrawn,  in  accordance  with  the  wish  of  his  Majesty’s 
Government,  but  with  the  expressed  intention  on  their  part  that  the  measure  should  be 
again  brought  forward,  and  carried  into  effect  early  in  the  ensuing  Session,  I have  been 
directed  by  the  Elder  Brethren  of  this  Corporation  to  address  you  as  proprietor  of  the 
Skerries  Lighthouse  upon  this  subject,  with  the  view  of  amicably  arranging,  preparatory  to 
the  re-assembling  of  Parliament,  the  terms  upon  which,  after  due  consideration  of  existing 
circumstances,  this  Corporation  may  become  the  purchasers  of  your  interest  in  that  esta- 
blishment, and  of  the  revenue,  which  you  derive  therefrom,  combining  therein  a due  regard 
to  an  equitable  compensation  for  the  same  with  the  subsequent  attainment  of  the  public 
advantages  contemplated  by  the  intended  Act  of  Parliament,  and  thereby  avoiding  the 
necessity  of  a reference  to  a jury,  as  proposed  by  the  Bill,  in  cases  where  the  terms  cannot 
be  otherwise  adjusted. 

I am  therefore  farther  directed  to  request  your  attention  to  this  subject,  and  should  you 
be  disposed  to  enter  into  the  negotiation  that  you  will  favour  me  by  stating,  for  the  Board’s 
information,  the  sum  which  you  consider  should  be  paid  to  you  for  your  interest  in  the 
Skerries  Lighthouse  and  dues,  as  aforesaid,  accompanied  by  an  explanatory  statemeut  of 
the  data  and  principles  upon  which  your  claim  is  founded. 

y y * I am,  &c. 

Morgan  Jones,  Esq.  (signed)  J.  Herbert. 

Kilwendeage,  Newcastle  Emlyn, 

Carmarthen. 


Sir>  Kilwendeage,  26  November  1835. 

My  protest  against  the  proceedings  of  the  House  of  Commons  as  to  the  Skerries  is  given 
at  large  in  the  Appendix  to  the  Report  from  the  Select  Committee  on  Lighthouses,  and 
looking  forward  to  a successful  opposition  to  the  proposed  Bill,  I respectfully  beg  to  decline 
the  overtures  of  the  Trinity  Board  for  the  sale  of  that  property. 

I am,  &c. 

J.  Herbert,  Esq.  (signed)  Morgan  Jones. 


Sir>  Trinity  House,  London,  6 January  1837. 

The  Elder  Brethren  of  this  Corporation,  acting  in  conformity  with  the  provisions  of  the 
Act  of  Parliament  6 & 7 Will.  4,  c.  79,  having  entered  into  agreements  with  the  lessees  of 
the  Orfordness  and  W intertonness,  the  Harwich,  the  Dungeness,  the  Smalls,  and  the 
Longships  Lights,  for  the  purchase  of  the  interests  of  the  lessees  therein  respectively,  and 
being  now  in  the  possession  of  those  several  establishments,  and  the  tolls  payable  for  the 
same,  and  it  being  important  that  the  remaining  purchases  under  the  said  Act  should  be 
effected,  in  order  that  the  contemplated  consolidation  of  the  collection  of  the  duties  may  be 
perfected  with  as  little  delay  as  circumstances  may  permit, 

I have  it  in  command  to  acquaint  you  therewith,  as  proprietor  of  the  lighthouse  upon  the 
Skerries  Island  Rock,  and  to  request  that  you  will  favour  me,  for  the  Board’s  information  and 
consideration,  with  the  communication  of  the  amount  of  purchase-money  to  which  you  may 
deem  yourself  entitled  for  the  sale  of  the  said  lighthouse  and  toils,  together  with  a state- 
ment of  the  data  upon  which  your  demand  is  calculated.  , 

The  Board  having  directed  that  notice  of  this  intended  purchase  should  be  forthwith 
given  in  the  manner  required  by  the  third  section  of  the  beforementioned  Act  of  Parliament, 
1 am  directed  to  transmit,  for  your  information,  the  enclosed  copy  of  the  said  notice,  and 
to  acquaint  you  that  the  same  will  be  published  in  “ The  London  Gazette”  of  Friday  the 
6tli  instant,  and  shortly  thereafter  in  one  or  more  of  the  provincial  papers. 

I have,  &c. 

Morgan  Jones,  Esq.  (signed)  J-  Herbert- 


Skerries  Light. 

Notice  is  hereby  given  that  the  Master,  Wardens,  and  Assistants  of  the  Trinity  House  0 
Deptford  Strond,  acting  under  the  provisions  of  an  Act  of  Parliament,  passed  in  the  7th  yea 
of  the  reign  of  his  present  Majesty  King  William  the  Fourth,  intituled,  “ An  Actforves  i B 
Lighthouses,  Lights,  and  Spa-marks  on  the  Coasts  of  England  in  the  Corporation  of  | rin' J 
House  of  Deptford  Strond,  and  for  making  provisions  respecting  Lighthouses,  Lights,  Buo  , 
Beacons,  ancl  Sea-marks,  and  the  Tolls  and  Duties  payable  in  respect  thereof,  are  w'  = 
to  agree  with  the  owners  of  and  persons  interested  in,  or  by  law  capacitated  to  sell  the  ig 
house  erected  and  being  upon  the  island  or  rock  called  Skerries,  in  St.  George  s L ia  » 
and  the  land  whereon  the  same  lighthouse  stands,  and  all  and  every  of  the  buildings,  a « 
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and  appurtenances  thereto,  belonging  or  occupied  for  the  purposes  of  the  same,  arid  the 
fixtures,  apparatus,  and  furniture  thereunto  belonging,  and  the  tolls  or  duties  payable  in 
respect  thereof,  and  all  rents,  rent-charges,  annuities,  or  payments  (if  any  such  there  be) 
charged  thereon,  or  payable  in  respect  thereof,  or  any  of  them,  or  any  interest  therein,  or 
part  or  parts  thereof  respectively,  for  the  absolute  purchase  of  such  lighthouse,  buildings, 
lands,  and  appurtenances,  fixtures,  apparatus,  furniture,  tolls,  duties,  rents,  rent-charges, 
annuities,  and  payments  respectively,  and  for  the  absolute  purchase  of  any  and  every  estate 
and  interest  therein  respectively,  for  such  purchase-money  as  shall  be  agreed  upon.  And 
all  and  every  persons  and  person,  bodies  or  body  politic  or  corporate,  seised  of  or  inter- 
ested in,  or  claiming  any  right  or  title  to  the  premises,  or  any  part  thereof,  in  possession, 
reversion,  remainder,  or  contingency,  and  whether  in  fee  or  for  any  less  estate  or  interest, 
and  whether  in  his,  her,  or  their  own  right,  or  as  husband,  guardian,  trustee,  or  feoffee  in 
trust  for  charitable  or  other  purposes,  executor,  administrator,  or  committee,  or  in  any 
ether  right,  character,  or  capacity  whatsoever,  are  hereby  requested,  within  30  days  from  the 
date  hereof,  to  cause  a written  statement  to  be  delivered  at  the  Trinity  House,  in  the  City  of 
London,  containing  therein  the  nature  of  his,  her,  or  their  said  estate,  interest,  or  claim,  and 
the  price  or  sum  at  or  for  which  he,  she,  or  they  may  be  willing  to  sell  the  same  to  the  said 
Master,  Wardens,  and  Assistants,  in  order  that  the  estates,  rights,  and  interests  to  be  pur- 
chased by  the  said  Master,  Wardens,  and  Assistants,  in  pursuance  of  the  said  Act  of  Par- 
liament, may  be  ascertained,  and  the  amount  of  the  purchase-money  claimed  for  the  same 
may  be  settled.  Dated  this  day  of  December,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  183  . 

(signed)  J.  Herbert, 

Secretary  of  the  said  Corporation. 


Sir,  Cardigan,  18  January  1837. 

Morgan  Jones,  esq.,  the  proprietor  of  the  Skerries  Lighthouse,  has  requested  us  to  ac- 
knowledge the  receipt  of  your  letter  to  him  of  the  6th*  instant,  enclosing  a notice  from  the 
Trinity  Board,  in  conformity  with  the  Act  6 & 7 Will.  4,  (c.  79.) 

In  compliance  therewith,  we  beg  leave  to  inform  you  that  the  receipts  arising  from  that 
lighthouse  for  the  year  ending  July  last  amount  to  the  sum  of  17,832  l.  Any  offer  you 
may  be  instructed  to  make  on  behalf  of  the  Trinity  Board  for  the  purchase  of  those  lights 
will  be  duly  attended  to. 

We  are,  &c. 

J.  Herbert,  Esq.  (signed)  Evans  Sf  Morgan. 


Trinity  House,  London. 

Gentlemen,  21  January  1837. 

I beg  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  18th  instant,  and  shall  feel 
obliged  by  your  informing  me  whether  the  sum  of  17,832  which  you  therein  state  to  be  the 
receipts  arising  from  the  Skerries  Lighthouse  in  the  year  ending  July  last,  is  the  gross 
receipts,  subject  to  the  charges  of  collection  of  the  duties,  maintenance  of  the  establishment, 
&c.  or  the  net  proceeds  to  the  proprietor  after  defraying  those  charges  ; and  if  it  be  the 
former,  I have  further  to  request  you  will  acquaint  me  with  the  amount  of  the  net  proceeds 
for  the  same  period. 

I am,  &c. 

Messrs.  Evans  & Morgan.  (signed)  J ■ Herbert. 


T ®ir>  Cardigan,  24  January  1837. 

In  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  21st  instant,  we  beg  to  state  that  the  sum  of  17,832 1.  men- 
tioned in  our  letter  of  the  18th  instant,  is  the  gross  receipt  for  the  above  lighthouse  for  the 
year  ending  July  last.  The  expenditure  for  the  same  year  was  677  /.,  and  the  poundage 
allowed  by  Mr.  Jones  to  his  different  agents  for  the  same  period  was  1,577  l.  The  net  pro- 
fit, therefore,  to  Mr.  Jones  was  15,578  l.  By  the  53d  section  of  the  Act  it  is  provided  that 
he  commission  for  collecting  the  duties  is  not  to  exceed  6 l.  per  cent. ; Mr.  Jones  has  been 
paying  at  nearly  the  rate  of  9 1.  per  cent. ; and  we  therefore  submit  that  any  offer  which  is 
made  to  him  for  the  purchase  of  the  above  lighthouse  must  be  made  without  reference  to 
. e poundage  which  Mr.  Jones  has  been  in  the  habit  of  paying ; for  if,  in  his  liberality  to 
ie  old  dependents  of  his  uncle,  he  chose  to  allow  9 1.  per  cent,  for  collecting,  that  fact 
ought  not  to  be  taken  into  consideration  as  an  incidental  expense  attendant  on  the  light- 
ouse,  but  an  allowance  should  be  made  for  the  overplus  in  the  poundage  which  he  has 
een  annually  paying,  namely,  686 l. ; the  commission  on  the  gross  receipt  at  5 1.  per  cent, 
ouid  only  be  891  L,  whereas  Mr.  Jones  has  paid  1,577 1.  We  also  beg  to  inform  you  that 
e profits  of  the  lighthouse  are  annually  increasing,  and  that  the  accounts  are  generally 
a e up  from  the  1st  January  in  one  year  to  the  1st  January  in  the  following  ; but  in  con- 
equence  of  Mr.  Jones  not  having  received  all  the  accounts  from  the  different  collectors,  he 
unable  to  send  the  statement  from  January  1836  to  January  1837  ; Mr.  Jones  will  there- 
flnH'+S!i  j ^urt^er  statement  for  the  last  half-year  as  soon  as  the  accounts  have  been 
i ed  and  settled ; and  if  the  profits  should  be  more,  he  claims  the  privilege  of  having  the 
ue  ascertained  from  the  profits  of  the  year  ending  January  1837. 

, j.  We  are,  &c. 

• Herbert,  Esq.  (signed)  Evans  §r  Morgan. 


0.36. 


‘ Should  be  5 th. 
3 N 4 


Appendix,  No.  7 

(IQ- 

Correspondence  on 
the  Purchase  of 
certain  Lights,  &c. 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


APPENDIX  TO  REPORT  FROM  THE 


Appendix,  No.  7 

(K> 

Correspondence  1 
the  Purchase  of 
certain  Lights,  & 


472 

Sir  Cardigan,  28  January  1837. 

As  we  have  now  audited  the  accounts  of  the  above  lighthouse  on  behalf  o’f  Morgan 
Jones  esq.  for  the  current  year,  ending  5 January  instant,  we  beg  to  send  you  the  state- 
m ment  of  the  gross  receipts,  expenditure,  commission,  and  profits  for  the  above  period.  The 
gross  receipt  is  18,195/.;  the  expenditure  628/.;  the  commission  paid  by  Mr.  Jones 
c-  1,596/. ; and  the  net  profit  15,971/. 

VV  e are,  &c. 

J.  Herbert,  Esq.  (signed)  Evans  Morgan. 

gjr  Trinity  House,  London,  5 October  1837. 

I am ’directed  to  advert  to  the  notice  which,  in  conformity  with  the  third  section  of  the 
Act  6 & 7 Will.  4,  c.  79,  was  published  on  the  6th  January  last,  signifying  that  this  Cor- 
poration is  willing  to  agree  for  the  purchase  of  your  interest  in  the  Skerries  lighthouse  and 
tolls  payable  thereto,  and  to  request  that,  in  compliance  with  the  terms  thereof,  a written 
statement  of  the  amount  claimed  by  you  may  be  delivered  at  this  house. 

I am,  etc. 

M organ  Jones,  Esq.  &c.  &c.  Etc.  (signed)  J . Herbert. 


g;r  Cardigan,  16  October  1837. 

Inconsequence  of  Mr.  Jones  of  Kelwendeage’s  indisposition,  he  has  directed  us  to 
answer  your  last  letter  of  the  5th  instant. 

We  beg  to  refer  you  to  our  last  letter,  on  or  about  28th  January,  when  we,  on  behalf  of 
Mr.  Jones,  declined  making  any  claim  for  the  value  of  the  Skerries  Lights,  but  stated  that 
if  an  offer  from  the  Board  were  made  on  the  receipts  of  the  last  year,  namely,  17,832/.  it 
should  be  duly  attended  to. 

We  are,  etc. 

J.  Herbert,  Esq.  (signed)  Evans  % Morgan. 

Gentlemen  Trinity  House,  London,  27  Octoher  1837. 

Having  brought  under  the  Board’s  consideration  your  letter  of  the  16th  instant, 
adverting  to  mine  of  the  5th,  and  referring  to  your  letter  of  January  last,  wherem  on  behalf 
Mr.  Morgan  Jones  you  declined  making  any  claim  for  the  value  ot  the  Skemes  Light,  but 
stated  that  an  offer  from  the  Board  should  be  duly  attended  to, 

I am  directed  to  acquaint  you,  that  having  regard  to  all  the  circumstances  connected 
with  the  lighthouse  on  the  Skerries,  and  the  revenue  derived  therefrom,  this  Corporation 
is  willing  to  give  the  sum  of  two  hundred  and  sixty  thousand  pounds  (260,000/  ) for  the 
entire  right  and  property  attaching  to  that  lighthouse,  and  the  tolls  payable  for  the  same, 
ltbeincrfhowever,  distinctly  understood  that  this  offer  is  made  subject  to  the  sanction  of 
the  Lords  Commissoners  of  Her  Majesty’s  Treasury,  as  required  by  the  third  section  of 
the  Act  6 & 7 Will.  4,  c.  79,  and  without  prejudice  to  those  ulterior  proceedings  which 
must  be  resorted  to  should  the  proprietor  decline  to  accept  this  proposal. 

1 am,  etc. 

Messrs.  Evans  & Morgan.  (siB"ed>  J.  Herbert. 

j^jr  Cardigan,  4 November  1837. 

Morgan  Jonis,  esq.,  the  proprietor  of  tile  above  lighthouse,  has  laid  before  us  your 
letter  of  the  27th  October  last,  offering  the  sura  of  200,000 1.  for  the  entire  right  and  pro- 
perty attached  to  that  lighthouse,  and  the  tolls  payable  for  the  same. 

P We  are  authorized  by  him  to  state  that  the  offer  made  has  so  completely  “P!et 
possibility  even  of  an  attempt  “>  dome  to  terms  with  your  Hoard  for  the  )»*«•£** 
above  lighthouse,  that  he  has  no  other  alternative  left  but  to  express  his  intention 

demand  a jury.  We  are,  &c. 

J.  Herbert,  Esq.  (signed)  Evans  * Morgan. 

To  the  Master,  Wardens,  and  Assistants  of  the  Guild,  Fraternity,  or  Brotherhood  * 
most  Glorious  and  Undivided  Trinity,  and  of  St.  Clement,  in  the  Pansh  o P ^ 
Strond,  in  the  County  of  Kent,  commonly  called  The  Corporation  of  Trim  y 
Deptford  Strond. 

As  solicitors  for  and  on  behalf  of  Morgan  Jones,  esq.,  the  proprietor  of  the 1 
upon  the  island  rock  called  “ Skerries,”  we  do  hereby ' give  you  notice,  DroPerty 
Morgan  Jones  refuses  to  accept  the  sum  of  260,000/.  for  the  entire  ng  through 

attaching  to  the  lighthouse,  and  the  tolls  payable  for  the  same,  as  odenju  y y a=d 
your  secretary,  J.  Herbert,  by  letter  bearing  date  the  27th  day  of  0<*°  „ i’ones, 

addressed  to  Messrs.  Evans  & Morgan,  of  Cardigan,  on  behalt  of  the  saic  b tter 
esq.;  and  we  do  hereby  request,  on  behalf  of  the  said  Morgan  Jones,  esq.,  0f 

in  dispute  may  be  submitted  to  the  determination  of  a Jury.  Dated  1 
November  1837. 

(signed) 

Receiv  d 37  November  1837, 

J.  Herbert. 


R.  M.^C.  Baxter 
48,  Lincoln  s-Inn-Fiela 
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Dear  Sir,  _ , Fenchurch-street,  15  December  1837.  Aopendix  No  7 

Herewith  you  receive  the  case,  with  the  opinion  of  Mr.  Attorney-general,  Mr.  Cresswell,  /jjv  ' ' 

Sir  William  Follett,  and  Mr.  Robinson  thereon,  which  my  clerk  has  only  this  morning  ^ ' 

succeeded  in  obtaining  Sir  William  Follett’s  signature  to.  Correspondence  on 

I remain,  &c.  the  Purchase  of 

J.  Herbert,  Esq.  (signed)  John  Teesdale.  certain  Lights,  &c. 

Vide  Correspondence  with  Treasury;  letters  dated  25  November  1839,  16  January  1840, 

13  February  1040,  29  February  1840,  18  June  1840,  4 August  1840,  15  August  l84oj 
5 September  1840,  17  September  1840. 


Sir,  Trinity  House,  London,  4 December  1839. 

I am  directed  by  the  Elder  Brethren  of  this  Corporation  to  advert  to  the  correspondence 
■which  has  taken  place  in  relation  to  the  purchase  of  the  Skerries  Lighthouse,  and  the  tolls 
payable  for  the  same. 

Since  that  correspondence  took  place,  doubts  had,  it  appears,  arisen  on  the  part  of  certain 
shipowners  of  Ireland  relative  to  the  legality  of  the  collection  of  those  tolls  in  certain 
cases  ; and  the  opinion  of  counsel  having  been  taken  thereupon  by  the  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce in  Dublin,  a copy  of  the  case  submitted  by  them,  and  of  the  opinions  obtained,  was 
forwarded,  by  the  direction  of  the  Chamber,  for  the  information  of  this  Board,  but  the  Elder 
Brethren  being  unwilling  to  take  any  steps  upon  this  subject,  or  to  proceed  in  the  matter 
of  the  intended  purchase  until  farther  advised  upon  the  several  important  points  embraced 
in  the  said  case  and  opinion,  directed  the  whole  subject  to  be  brought  under  the  consi- 
deration of  their  legal  advisers,  which  having  been  accordingly  done,  I have  received  the 
directions  of  the  Elder  Brethren  to  transmit  you  copy  of  this  last-mentioned  case  and 
opinions. 

In  transmitting  this  document  for  your  information  and  consideration,  I am  directed  to 
request  your  attention  to  the  opinion  therein  expressed  as  to  the  illegality  of  the  collection 
of  the  dues  from  vessels  employed  in  the  coasting  trade  in  Ireland,  which  collection,  they 
presume,  you  will  deem  proper  immediately  to  discontinue. 

The  Elder  Brethren  have  no  means  of  forming  a judgment  as  to  the  quantum  of  reduction 
which  the  annual  revenue  of  the  Skerries  Light  will  thereby  suffer ; they  presume,  however, 
that  it  cannot  be  inconsiderable,  but  being  desirous  of  fulfilling  the  intention  of  the  Legis- 
lature by  concluding  the  purchase  of  this  light,  they  direct  me,  notwithstanding  this 
reduction,  and  the  doubts  which  some  of  the  gentlemen  of  the  Irish  bar  entertain  of  your 
legal  power  to  collect  the  dues  in  certain  other  cases,  to  renew  the  offer  made,  on  their 
part,  by  my  letter  to  your  solicitors  of  the  27th  October  1837,  and  to  state  their  readiness  to 
effect  the  purchase  upon  the  terms  therein  expressed ; viz. 

“To  give  the  sum  of  two  hundred  and  sixty  thousand  pounds  (260,000  l.)  for  the  entire 
right  and  property  attaching  to  the  Skerries  Lighthouse,  and  the  tolls  payable  for  the  same  ; 
it  being,  however,  distinctly  understood  that  this  offer  is  made  subject  to  the  sanction  of 
the  Lords  Commissioners  of  Her  Majesty’s  Treasury,  as  required  by  the  third  section  of  the 
Act  6 & 7 Will.  4.,  c.  79,  and  without  prejudice  to  those  ulterior  proceedings  which  must 
be  resorted  to  should  the  proprietor  decline  to  accept  this  proposal.” 

I shall  forward  the  copy  of  the  case  and  opinions  to  your  address  by  this  night’s  coach. 

I am,  Sec. 

Morgan  Jones,  Esq.  (signed)  J.  Herbert. 


Sir,  Cardigan,  12  December  1839. 

We  are  desired  by  Morgan  Jones,  esq.,  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  a case  and  opinion 
received  from  the  Trinity  Board,  relative  to  the  legality  of  the  collection  of  tolls  from  Irish 
coasters  on  account  of  the  Skerries  Lights ; and  we  are  authorized  by  him  to  say  that, 
although  he  has  a firm  persuasion  of  the  justice  of  his  demand  to  collect  the  tolls  in  question, 
he  nevertheless  requires  a little  time  for  the  consideration  of  the  opinions  forwarded  him  by 
you ; and  that  whether  he  succeeds  or  fails,  he  still  thinks  the  proposed  purchase-money 
(260,000  l.)  for  the  lighthouse  so  extremely  inadequate,  that  his  demand  for  a jury  will 
not  bs  withdrawn. 

We  are,  &c. 

J.  Herbert,  Esq.  Secretary,  Sic.  &c.  (signed)  Evans  fy  Morgan. 


Gentlemen,  Trinity  House,  London,  27  January  1841. 

This  Corporation  having  directed  that  a communication  should  be  made  to  the  present 
proprietor  of  the  Skerries  Lighthouse,  with  a view  to  the  settlement  of  terms  for  the  purchase 
ot  that  property,  I beg  leave  to  trouble  you  with  the  enclosed  letter  to  that  gentleman,  and 
'shall  feel  much  obliged  by  your  causing  i t to  be  forwarded  to  him.  I regret  that  being 
unacquainted  with  the  name  of  the  gentleman  to  whom  the  property  of  this  lighthouse 
passed  upon  the  death  of  the  late  Mr.  Morgan  Jones,  I have  been  unable  to  address  my 
letter  as  I should  otherwise  have  done. 

I am,  &c. 

Messrs.  Evans  8c  Morgan.  (signed)  J.  Herbert . 

0 36.  3 0 
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Appendix  No.  7 Sir,  Trinity  House,  London,  27  January  1841. 

11  /x).  The  property  of  the  Skerries  Lighthouse,  and  the  tolls  payable  for  the  same,  bavin:- 

passed  into  your  possession  by  the  death  of  the  late  proprietor,  Morgan  Jones,  esq.,  1 auj 

Correspondence  on  directed  to  request  your  attention  to  the  provisions  of  the  Act  of  Parliament  G & 7 AVill.  4 
the  Purchase  of  c.  79,  which  empowers  this  Corporation  to  purchase  lighthouses  belonging  to  private 
certain  Lights,  &c.  individuals  ; and  to  signify  the  request  of  the  Elder  Brethren  that  you  will  favour  them  bv 

stating  whether  you  are  disposed  to  treat  for  the  sale  of  the  Skerries  Lighthouse  and  tolls 

payable  for  its  support ; ana  if  so,  that  you  will  be  pleased  farther  to  state  the  terms  on 
which  you  will  sell  the  same. 

To  the  Proprietor  of  the  I am,  &c. 

Skerries  Lighthouse.  (signed)  Herbert. 


Sir,  Cardigan,  30  January  lim. 

We  are  desired  by  the  proprietors  of  this  lighthouse  to  say,  in  answer  to  your  letter  of 
the  27th  inst.,  that  they  have  no  objection  whatever  to  treat  for  the  sale  of  this  property 
upon  fair  and  equitable  terms,  and  that  they  shall  be  happy  to  attend  to  any  offer  that  the 
Corporation  of  the  Trinity  House  may  be  inclined  to  make.  At  the  same  time  we  are 
desired  by  them  to  say  that  they  know  from  the  most  authentic  sources  the  terms  upon 
which  the  purchase  of  other  lighthouses  have  been  completed,  and  the  number  of  years’ 
purchase  which  have  been  given  for  the  same ; and  that  the  offers  hitherto  made  by  the 
Trinity  House  to  the  late  proprietor  for  the  purchase  of  these  lights  is  so  very  considerably 
less  than  the  sum  paid  for  the  Tynemouth  and  others,  according  to  the  respective  value  of 
the  lights,  that  those  offers  have  always  been  declined.  In  the  meantime,  and  until  such 
an  offer  is  made  as  will  be  accepted,  the  demand  for  a jury  will  not  be  withdrawn. 

We  are,  &c. 

J.  Herbert,  Esq.  &c.  See.  See.  (signed)  Evans  fy  Morgan. 


( Vide  Correspondence  with  Treasury;  letter  dated  5 February  1841.) 


Gentlemen,  Trinity  House,  London,  17  February  1841. 

Having  laid  before  the  Elder  Brethren  of  this  Corporation  your  letter  of  the  30th 
ultimo,  signifying,  in  reply  to  that  which,  by  their  direction,  I had  the  honour  to  address  to 
the  proprietor  of  the  Skerries  Lighthouse,  under  date  the  27th  ult.,  that  the  proprietors 
have  no  objection  whatever  to  treat  for  the  sale  of  that  property  upon  fair  and  equitable 
terms,  and  will  be  happy  to  attend  to  any  offer  that  this  Corporation  may  be  inclined  to 
make,  I am  directed  to  advert  to  the  recent  proceedings  in  the  Court  of  Queen’s  Bench  in 
Dublin,  whereby,  as  the  Elder  Brethren  are  informed,  the  question  of  the  liability  of  vessels 
employed  in  the  Irish  coasting  trade  to  payment  of  dues  to  the  Skerries  has  been  deter- 
mined adversely  to  the  proprietor  of  that  light;  and  to  request  that  you  will  acquaint  me, 
for  the  guidance  of  this  Board,  with  the  amount  of  the  annual  reductions  which  the  revenue 
of  the  light  will  sustain  from  the  effect  of  that  decision  ; and  also  with  a statement  of  the 
gross  receipt  of  the  light  duties,  and  the  net  profit,  upon  which  the  proprietors  now  expect 
the  purchase-money  to  be  calculated. 

I am,  &e. 

Messrs.  Evans  2c  M organ.  (signed)  J.  Herbert. 

Sir,  Cardigan,  24  February  1841. 

Acco tiding  to  your  request,  in  your  letter  of  the  17th  instant,  we  now  forward  you  a 
statement  of  the  gross  receipts  of  these  light  duties,  and  the  net  profit  received  by  the  late 
proprietor  in  the  year  1840.  You  will  perceive,  from  the  enclosed  account,  that  the  late 
Mr.  Jones  allowed  in  many  instances  207.  per  cent,  for  the  collection  of  the  dues,  and  in  no 
instances  less  than  10/.  The  scale  allowed  by  tlie  Trinity  House  Act  is  5/.  per  cent,  only ; 
and  therefore  the  present  proprietors,  if  a sale  by  private  contract  is  effected,  will  require  the 
purchase-money  to  be  calculated  not  on  the  sum  of  20,041  /.  18s.  Gd.,  the  actual  net  profit 
received  by  Mr.  Jones,  but  on  the  sum  of  21,415  /.  14  s.  9 d.,  which  would  have  been  the 
net  profit  if  5/.  per  cent,  only  had  been  allowed.  This  proposal  is,  however,  made  without 
prejudice,  aud  in  the  event  of  the  question  going  to  a jury,  the  right  will  be  reserved  of 
contending  before  them  that  the  real  value  ought  to  be  calculated  upon  the  gross  receipts, 
exactly  in  the  same  way  as  the  purchase  of  any  other  landed  estate,  and  without  any 
reference  to  the  deductions  made. 

We  have  deducted,  at  the  foot  of  this  statement,  the  amount  received  from  Irish  coasting 
vessels  from  the  6th  January  1840  to  the  time  that  the  Lords  of  the  Treasury  ordered  their 
discontinuance.  The  gross  receipts  from  these  vessels  never  exceeded  in  any  one  year  more 
than  300/.;  and  in  the  event  of  the  Irish  Judges  deciding  the  question  upon  the  points 
reserved  in  favour  of  the  proprietors,  which  we  consider  by  no  means  improbable,  the  sum 
of  169/.  will  have  to  be  added  to  the  receipt,  instead  of  being  deducted  therefrom. 

We  believe  the  enclosed  statement  is  very  nearly  correct,  but  any  inaccuracies,  either  one 
way  or  the  other,  can  be  very  easily  altered  if  a deal  should  be  made.  Since  the  first 
statement  of  the  receipts  was  sent  to  the  Trinity  House,  the  dues  have  been  steadily 
increasing  at  the  rate  of  1,000  7.  a year,  and  the  proprietors  have  no  hesitation  in  leaving 
to  a jury,  who  they  feel  confident  will  give  them  the  real  value  of  this  property. 

We  are,  Sec. 

J.  Herbert,  Esq.  (signed)  * Evans  §*  Morgan. 

( Vide  Correspondence  with  Treasury ; letters  dated  3d  and  24th  March  1041.) 
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Gentlemen,  Trinity  House,  London,  3 April  1841. 

The  Board  has  had  under  consideration  your  letter  of  the  24th  February  last,  with  its 
accompanying;  account  of  receipts  and  disbursements,  in  relation  to  the  Skerries  Lighthouse. 

The  Elder  Brethren  perceive  with  regret  that  the  amount  of  purchase-money  which  the 
proprietors  seek  to  obtain  is  of  a magnitude  which  precludes  the  Board’s  acceding  thereto, 
and  discourages  their  expectation  of  arranging  the  terms  of  purchase  by  negotiation  ; they 
are  nevertheless  desirous,  before  they  take  measures  for  referring  the  question  for  decision 
by  a jury,  once  more  to  address  you,  in  the  hope  that  upon  farther  consideration,  the  pro- 
prietors may  deem  it  right  to  name  such  terras  as  it  may  be  consistent  with  the  public  duty 
of  this  Corporation  to  accept. 

The  Elder  Brethren  are  desirous  that  the  proprietors  in  reconsidering  this  matter,  should 
be  made  acquainted  with  the  fact,  that  the  revenues  of  the  Skerries  Lighthouse  are  subject 
to  contingencies  from  which  the  other  lighthouses  purchased  by  this  Corporation  are  in 
great  measure  exempt,  and  which  the  Board  is  convinced  will,  when  properly  brought  under 
the  notice  of  a jury,  operate  to  reduce  the  amount  of  the  purchase-money  far  below  the  sum 
which  the  proprietors  at  present  appear  to  expect  to  realize. 

The  Elder  Brethren  regard  the  proposition  contained  in  your  letter,  that  the  value  should 
he  ascertained  by  a calculation  of  a supposititious  instead  of  an  actual  profit,  as  entirely 
inadmissible,  and  they  beg  that  it  may  be  distinctly  understood  to  be  so. 

Under  these  circumstances,  I am  directed  to  invite  a renewed  offer  of  terms  of  sale  by 
the  proprietors,  and  to  ask  if  (without  prejudice  to  the  Corporation’s  claiming  of  a jury  the 
right  to  possess  themselves,  under  the  Act  of  Parliament,  of  the  Skerries  Lighthouse  at  a 
less  sum)  350,000  Z.  will  be  accepted. 

I am,  &c. 

Messrs.  Evans  & Morgan.  (signed)  J.  Herbert. 


. Sir,  Cardigan,  7 April  1841. 

We  beg  leave  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  3d  inst.,  requesting  the 
proprietors  of  this  property  to  name  such  terms  as  will  be  accepted  by  the  Corporation  of 
the  Trinity  House  for  the  purchase  of  this  lighthouse,  and  to  know  whether,  if  the  sum  of 
350,000  /.  were  offered  (without  prejudice,)  that  sum  would  be  accepted. 

We  saw  the  proprietors  yesterday,  and  we  are  desired  by  them  to  say  that  they  beg  leave 
to  decline  this  proposal,  as  they  consider  the  sum  named  by  no  means  an  adequate  consider- 
ation for  a property  that  brings  them  in  20,000  Z.  a year,  and  they  feel  confident  that  a jury 
of  the  county  of  Anglesea  will  give  them  very  considerably  more.  They  are  not  aware  of 
any  contingencies  which  this  lighthouse  is  subject  to,  to  which  other  lighthouses  are  not 
also  liable,  and  the  best  proof  of  any  that  it  is  free  from  contingencies,  is  the  steady  rate  at 
which  the  dues  continually  increase. 

We  are  not  aware  in  our  letter  of  the  3d  ultimo,*  that  we  made  any  proposition,  that 
the  value  was  to  be  ascertained  by  a supposititious  value  instead  of  an  actual  profit ; all  we 
said  was  this,  that  Mr.  Jones  made  a very  liberal  allowance  to  the  collectors  at  the  different 
"imports,  and  that  as  the  Trinity  House  Act  allowed  only  5 Z.  per  cent,  to  the  collectors, 
that  the  proprietors  would  reserve  the  right  of  contending  before  a jury,  that  the  value  was 
to  be  ascertained,  not  by  the  actual  amount  received  by  Mr.  Jones,  but  upon  what  would 
have  been  the  net  profit  if  Mr.  Jones  had  been  less  liberal  in  his  allowances.  To  this  deter- 
mination the  proprietors  will  adhere,  in  the  event  of  the  question  going  to  a jury. 

The  proprietors  are  very  willing  to  negotiate  for  the  purchase  by  private  contract,  and  for 
this  purpose  we  will  direct  Messrs.  Baxter,  of  Lincoln’s-lnn  Fields,  to  call  upon  you,  and 
endeavour  to  effect  an  amicable  arrangement ; and  we  have  no  doubt  that  they  will  be  able 
hilly  to  convince  you  that  the  sum  at  present  offered  is  by  no  means  sufficient. 

By  to-day’s  post  we  have  forwarded  to  Dublin  all  the  accounts  of  the  different  outports, 
to  enable  the  collector  to  make  the  return  required  by  the  order  of  the  Lords  of  the  Treasury, 
ot  the  purport  of  which  we  suppose  you  are  cognizant. 

i We  are  Sec. 

J.  Herbert,  Esq.  &c.  &c.  &c.  (signed)  Evans  fy  Morgan. 


■nr{  _ Lincoln’s-lnn  Fields,  24  April  1841. 

vv  e have  been  in  communication  with  our  clients  since  we  saw  you,  as  promised,  and  the 
opinions  entertained  by  them  of  the  compensation  to  which  they  are  entitled  are  so  com- 
p e ely  at  variance  with  those  entertained  by  the.  Elder  Brethren  of  the  Trinity  House,  that 
l ^terposition  of  a jury  seems  inevitable,  and  therefore  that  further  negptiation  would 
forth  a°  t0ia  use*ess  expenditure  of  time,  unless  the  Elder  Brethren  are  prepared  to  treat 
he  purchase  of  our  clients’  interests  upon  a basis  which  will  give  a very  much  larger 
-um  of  money  than  that  offered  in  your  letter. 

j „ , ,,  We  remain,  &c. 

• Herbert,  Esq.  See.  Sec.  &c.  (signed)  R.  M.  <Sf  C.  Baxter. 

{Vide  Correspondence  with  Treasury;  letters  dated  30  April  and  6 May  1841.) 


* Should  be  124  February  last. 
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Appendixs  No.  7 

(IQ- 

Superintendents  of 
Districts,  &c. 


LIST  of  Superintendents  of  Districts  and  Local  Agents  appointed  by  the  Corporation  of-TsnrnY 
House;  showing  the  Extent  of  District,  the  Number  of  Lighthouses,  Light- Vessels,  and  Buoys 
and  Beacons  attached  to  each,  and  the  Salary  and  Allowance  to  each  Superintendent  and  Agent. 


NAME 

of 

SUPERINTENDENT. 


EXTENT  OF  DISTRICT. 


SALARY. 


"William  Davie 


Jonathan  Poulter  • 


Richard  Davis  - 
Capt!  H.  O.  Love,  1 
T.  E.  Ditpham  - 
B.  H.  Bailey 


- - Spurn  Point  to  Cromer, 
exclusive  of  the  Light  there- 
at, which  remains  under  a 
local  agent  at  present. 

- - Cromer  to  Orfordness,  both 
exclusive,  and  exclusive  of 
Haisborough  and  Winterton 
Lights,  which  remain  under 
local  agents  at  present. 

- - London  to  Margate  and 
Orfordness;  but  the  Orford 
Lights  remain  at  present  un- 
der a local  agent. 

Margate  to  Dungeness 
Owers  to  Portland 
Portland  exclusive,  to  Scilly 

- - Scilly  exclusive  to  "White- 
haven, and  comprehending 
the  Bristol  Channel,  except 
Burnham  Caldy,  Point  of 
Air,  which  remain  under 
local  agency  at  present. 


Agent. 

Light. 

James  Blackett  - 

Ferns  .... 

Thomas  Wilson  - 

Tees  (buoys)  - 

James  Bennett  - 

Flamborough  - 

Henry  Sandford 

Cromer  - 

"William  Sturgess 

Plaisborough  ... 

Robert  Rising  - 

Winterton  - 

George  Mingay  - 

Orford  - - - 

Stephen  Terry  - 

Dungeness 

Capt.  Jas.  Ilewett,  ii.n. 

Beacliy  Head 

John.  Gaudion  - 

Caskets  - 

John  Arthur 

Falmouth  Harbour  and  Lizard 

N.  Boyus  - - - 

Longships  - 

H.  Tregarthen  - 

Seven  Stones  and  Scilly 

William  Jones  - 

Burnham  - 

Cabot  Kynaston 

Caldy  - 

Rev.  H.  Parry  - 

Point  of  Air  ... 

James  Brown 

Heligoland  - - - | 

John  Terry 

Gibraltar  - 

Name  of 

Sub-Agent  or  Keeper. 

Buoys  or  Beacons. 

John  Passiful 
Roger  Peters 


William  Hills  - 
Stephen  Barnett 


- - Woodbridge  (included  in 
the  London  district). 

- - Aberdovey  (included  in 
the  Milford  district). 

- - East  Swale  (included  in 
the  London  district). 

- - Dee  (included  in  the  Mil- 
ford district). 


John  Pyne  - - I - - Exe  (included  in  the  Ply- 

mouth district). 

John  Jones  - - | - - Conway  (included  in  the 

Milford  district). 

Thomas  Cole  - - | - - Bideford  (included  in  the 

Milford  district). 

F.  Richards  - - | - - Carmarthen  (included  ii 

the  Milford  district). 

Tritity  House,  London,)  _ „ . 

28  April  1845.  J Vs”  *0 


30/.  per.  an. 
280 1.  per  an. 


- - 450 1 per 
annum  and  a 
residence. 

160I.  per  an. 
200/.  — 
140/.  — 
250/.  - 


75 
60 l. 
50 1. 
30 1- 
50 1- 
30 1. 
30 1- 

40 1. 
40/. 
60/. 

70 1. 

36/. 
60 1. 
20 1. 
40/. 
30 1. 
40/. 
40 1. 


10 1.  — 

10I.  — 

10 1.  — 

.59 /.per  an. 

& 2yl.7s.od.. 

victualling. 
25/.  per  an. 

11/.  — 

10 1.  — 

20 1.  — 
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NUMBER  of  Light- keepers,  and  Masters  and  Mates  ; also  Pay  and  Allowances,  1845. 

Number  of  light-keepers - - - - 123 

Principal  keepers  -----  53 
Assistant  ditto  ' - - - - - 70 


Appendix,  No.  7 

a). 

Number  of  Light- 
keepers,  &c. 


Salary  of  principal  65 1 .*  per  annum,  except  as.  understated. 
Ditto  - assistant  45 IJ*  ditto  - - - - - ditto. 


PRINCIPAL. 

ASSISTANT. 

DEVIATIONS.  * 

Salary. 

Victualling 

Allowance. 

Total. 

Salary. 

Victualling 

Allowance. 

Total. 

£. ' s.  d. 

£.  s. 

d. 

£.  s. 

d. 

£.  s.  d. 

£. 

s. 

d. 

£. 

d. 

Fern,  Outer  - - - 

- 

- 

80  - 

- 

— 

Tinmouth  - 

- 

80  - 

- 

— 

Hunstanton  - 

- 

- 

- 

— 

. — 

6 

Mapl  in  - 

60  - - 

27  7 

87  7 

6 

48  - - 

27 

7 

75. 

7 

6 

Beachy  Head 

- 

67  i O' 

- 

— 

Hurst  - 

- 

- 

- 

— 

Caskets  - - - 

- 

- 

- 

54  12 

— 

— 

Edystone  - - - 

60  - - 

27  7 

6 

87  7 

6 

48  - - 

27 

7 

6 

75 

7 

6 

Lizard  - 

- 

- 

- 

75  - 

- 

— , 

Longships  - 
Bideford  - - - 

48  - - 

27  7 

6 

75  7 
74  4 

6 

48  - - 

27 

7 

6 

75 

7 

6 

Usk  - 

- 

- 

70  - 

- 

— 

Flatholm  - 
Nash  - - - 

‘ 

■ 

80  - 

60 

Smalls  - 

60  - - 

27  7 

6 

87  7 

6 

48  - - 

27 

7 

6 

75 

7 

6 

South  Bishop 

- 

- 

80  - 

- 

— 

South  Stack  - 

- 

- 

- 

75  - 

- 

- 

- 

- 

75 

_ 

— 

Skerries  - 

Heligoland  - - - 

: 1 

. 

: 

70  - 

57 

Number  of  Masters  and  Mates 



Masters  - 

Mates  - 

- 25 

Salary  of  masters 

- 60 1. 

House  rent  - 

- 20 1. 

80 1,  and  victualling. 

Ditto  of  mates  - 

- 48/.  - - ditto. 

INSTRUCTIONS  TO  LIGHT-KEEPERS. 


By  the  Corporation  of  Trinity  House  of  Deptford  Strond, 

Instructions  to  their  Light-Keepers. 

L You  are  to  light  the  lamps  every  evening  at  sun-setting,  and  keep  them  constantly  instructions  to 
burning  bright  and  clear,  till  sun-rising.  Lightkeepers. 

2.  in  order  to  ensure  the  perfect  fulfilment  of  the  foregoing  article,  a perpetual  watch  — , 

is  to  be  maintained  throughout  the  night ; and  in  this  respect  the  principal  is  to  take 
equal  duty  with  the  assistant  keeper:  lie  whose  watch  is  about  to  end,  is  to  trim  the 
amps  and  leave  them  burning,  in  perfect  order,  before  lie  quits  the  lantern  and  calls  the 
succeeding  watch  ; and  he  who  has  the  watch  at  sun-rise  is  then  to  extinguish  the  lamps, 
and  commence  all  necessaiy  preparations  for  the  exhibition  of  the  light  at  the  ensuing 
sun-set.  0 0 

• 3*  *n  older  to  maintain  the  greatest  degree  of  light  the  wicks  are  to  be  trimmed  every 
1 lree  *lours>  and  especial  care  taken  that  their  tops  are  cut  exactly  even. 

4-  No  bed,  sofa,  or  other  article  on  which  to  recline,  can  be  permitted  either  in  the 
lantern  or  in  the  apartment  under  the  lantern,  known  as  the  watch-room. 

1 ***  316  *°  -ke  cai'efni  that  the  lamps  and  reflectors,  or  other  lighting  apparatus,  are 

c eaned  and  polished  every  morning,  using  for  that  purpose  the  polishing  powder  and 
earners  provided  by  the  corporation,  and  no  oilier  means;  the  glazing  of  the  lantern  is 
dition°  conslantly  kept,  both  internally  and  externally,  in  the  cleanest  possible  con- 

°-36.;  3o3  6.  The 
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6.  You  are  to  take  especial  care  that  neither  lamps,  candles,  coals,  or  any  other  article 
be  left  burning  anywhere  so  as  to  endanger  fire. 

7.  You  are  to  see  that  none  of  the  oil,  stores,  goods,  or  materials  be  wasted,  embezzled 
or  stolen;  and  that  all  economy  and  good  management,  consistently  with  the  maintenance 
of  a perfectly  good  light,  be  in  every  respect  and  at  all  times  observed. 

8.  If  any  of  the  lamps,  reflectors,  or  windows  are  broken,  or  other  damage  be  done  to 
the  lighthouse,  through  carelessness  or  negligence  of  the  light-keepers,  the  repair  thereof 
is  to  be  paid  for  by  the  person  through  whose  carelessness  or  negligence  the  damage 
occurred. 

0.  You  are  strictly  forbidden  from  causing  any  outbuildings  to  be  erected,  or  any 
alteration  of  the  lighthouse,  premises,  or  fences  to  be  made,  without  having  first  obtained 
the  sanction  of  the  Board. 

10.  The  principal  light-keeper  is  charged  with  the  custody  of  the  oil  and  stores  of  every 
description;  he  is  therefore  to  keep  an  exact  account  of  the  quantities  thereof  received 
from  time  to  time,  and  of  the  deliveries  for  the  necessary  purposes  of  the  establishment; 
also  nn  accurate  account  of  the  nightly  consumption  of  oil,  on  the  forms  provided  for  that 
purpose,  and  to  deliver  the  same,  together  with  the  other  accounts  for  which  forms  are 
furnished,  to  the  agent,  at  the  regulated  periods  for  transmission  to  this  house. 

11.  The  principal  light-keeper  is  also  to  keep  a journal  of  all  occurrences  and  observa- 
tions, and  to  be  particular  in  describing  all  circumstances  attending  them,  and  to  commu- 
nicate the  same  on  the  form  provided  for  that  purpose,  once  a quarter,  or  oftener,  if 
necessary. 

12.  The  light-keepers  are  to  exercise  a proper  discretion  in  the  admission  of  visitors  to 
view  the  establishment,  conducting  themselves  with  civility  to  strangers  and  other  persons 
upon  all  occasions,  and  observing  that  no  person  is,  on  any  account,  to  be  permitted  to 
inspect  the  interior  of  the  lantern  unattended  by  one  of  the  light-keepers,  and  they  are 
held  responsible  that  no  damage  is  thereby  occttsioned  to  the  lighting  apparatus,  or  disfi- 
gurement to  any  part  of  the  premises. 

13.  The  keepers  are  to  attend  a place  of  worship  upon  each  Sunday  in  turn,  and  where 
this  rule  shall,  by  reason  of  distance,  be  incompatible  with  the  performance  of  the  light- 
house service,  the  principal  light-keeper  shall,  at  least  once  in  every  Sunday,  assemble  his 
own  family  and  his  assistants  and  their  families,  in  his  own  dwelling  or  other  convenient 
place,  and  there  read  to  them  throughout  the  Church  service  for  the  day  ; also  a sermon 
or  homily  from  the  volume  provided  by  the  corporation  for  this  purpose. 

14.  The  light-keepers,  both  principal  and  assistants,  are  cautioned  that  their  retention 
or  promotion  in  the  service  depends  upon  their  strict  adherence  to  the  rules  laid  down  for 
their  guidance ; and  also  on  the  constant  habit  of  cleanliness  and  good  order  in  their  own 
persons,  and  the  preservation  thereof  in  every  part  of  the  lighthouse,  lantern,  and  other 
premises;  and  they  are  enjoined  to  the  invariable  exercise  of  temperance  and  morality  in 
all  their  habits  and  proceedings,  so  that  by  their  example  they  may  enforce,  as  far  as  lies 
in  tlieir  power,  the  observance  of  the  same  laudable  conduct  by  their  wives  and  families. 

15.  The  principal  light-keeper  is  held  responsible  for  the  execution  of  the  duties  of  the 
establishment,  and  the  observance  of  the  foregoing  regulations. 

Trinity  House,  London,  18 


INSTRUCTIONS  to  LIGHT-KEEPERS  in  the  Use  of  Barometers,  &c. 


By  the  Corporation  of  Trinity  House  of  Deptford  Stroud. 

Instructions  to  the  Light-keepers  in  the  Use  of  the  Barometers  and  Thermometers, 
and  in  recording  their  Observations. 

1.  Four  times  every  day,  namely,  at  three  a.  m.,  nine  a.  m.,  three  p.  m.,  and  nine  p.m., 
the  height  of  the  mercury  in  the  barometer  is  to  be  read  off  and  registered,  in  inches  an 
hundredths  of  an  inch;  the  height  of  the  attached  thermometer  is  to  be  noted  in  degrees, 
and  that  of  the  thermometer,  in  open  air,  in  degrees  and  such  fractions  of  a degree  as  can 
be  estimated  by  the  eye. 

a.  No  partial  heat,  such  as  that  of  the  sun’s  rays,  a lamp  or  candle,  the  hand,  or  the 
breath,  should  he  allowed  to  affect  either  barometer  or  thermometer. 

3.  In  reading  off  or  observing  the  height  of  the  barometer,  care  should  be  taken  to  move 
the  index,  till  the  lower  edges  of  both  the  front  and  back  pieces  of  brass  are  seen  m 
line  with  the  upper  surface  of  the  column  of  mercury  ; neither  allowing  light  to  be 
between,  nor  cutting  off  from  the  eye  any  portion  of  the  mercury ; in  short,  just  touc  1 §» 
as  when  the  sun’s  image  is  brought  down  to  the  horizon  by  a quadrant. 

4.  To 
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4.  To  those  who  have  not  used  a barometer,  it  should  be  observed  that  the  divisions  of 
the  fixed  scale  are  incites  and  tenths  of  an  inch,  and  that  they  are  measured  from  the 
surface  of  the  mercury  in  the  cistern  : that  the  moveable  scale  attached  to  the  index  is 
called  the  vernier  (or  nonius);  that  ten  divisions  on  the  vernier  are  equal  to  eleven  on  the 
fixed  scale,  and  therefore  that  each  division  of  the  vernier  is  one-tenth  of  a division  on  the 
fixed  scale  greater  than  one  such  division.  Supposing  the  vernier  placed  against  the  fixed 
scale,  so  that  the  upper  line  on  the  vernier  should  agree  exactly  with  any  division  (say  at 
thirty  inches)  of  the  fixed  scale,  and  that  the  lower  line  of  the  vernier  should  agree  exactly 
with  another  division  (say  twenty-eight  inches  and  nine-tenths)  of  the  fixed  scale ; if  the 
vernier  be  gradually  moved  through  a space  equal  to  one  division. of  the  fixed  scale  (or 
one-tentli  of  an  inch),  it  will  be  seen  that  each  line  in  succession  agrees  with  a different 
division  of  the  fixed  scale ; and  as  there  are  ten  equidistant  lines  on  the  vernier,  besides  the 
first,  it  follows  that  the  several  agreements  show  equal  parts  of  the  tenth  of  an  inch  through 
which  space  the  vernier  passes;  that  is,  they  show  hundredths  of  an  inch.  For  example, 
supposing  that  the  top  of  the  column  of  mercury  stood  higher  than  thirty  inches  and  one- 
tenth,  but  not  so  high  as  thirty  inches  and  two-tenths,  and  that  when  the  index  was  moved 
so  that  it  should  be  at  the  level  of  the  top  of  the  column,  the  fourth  line  of  the  vernier 
agreed  with  a division  on  the  fixed  scale,  then  the  reading  off  would  be  thirty  inches,  one- 
tenth  and  four  hundredths. 

5.  The  height  of  the  cistern  of  each  barometer  above  high-water  mark,  at  ordinary 
spring  tides,  should  be  noted  in  the  register. 

6.  The  corrections  applicable  to  each  instrument  are  marked  on  the  part  opposite  the 
scale,  and  are  registered  at  the  Trinity  House  ; but  with  these  the  light-keepers  have  no 
concern. 

7.  The  direction  and  strength  of  wind,  and  the  state  of  the  weather,  are  to  be  noted  at 
three  a.  m.,  nine  a.  m.,  three  p.  m.,  and  nine  p.  m.  The  direction  of  the  wind  is  to  be  given 
by  compass,  and  its  strength  denoted  by  a number,  less  than  14; — 13  being  supposed  to 
represent  a hurricane,  and  1,  the  lightest  breeze. 

8.  Each  time  of  high  water,  and  each  time  of  low  water,  the  perpendicular  rise  of  tide, 
and  the  times  of  change  in  the  direction  of  the  stream,  are  to  be  registered  as  often,  and 
as  accurately  as  may  be  practicable. 

9.  Time  for  these  several  observations  may  be  obtained  by  watches  showing  mean  time; 
or  frequently  set  by  the  sun,  when  on  the  meridian,  or  when  rising  or  setting'.'  This  latter 
will  be  apparent  time,  and  in  the  register  it  should  be  noted  whether  mean  or  apparent 
time  is  used, 

10.  Every  register  should  have  the  place,  dates,  observers’  names,  and  number  of  each 
instrument  used,  inserted  in  its  pages. 

11.  Whenever  observations  are  omitted,  blanks  should  be  left  in  the  register,  and  on  no 
account  filled  up  afterwards. 


VICTUALLING  REGULATIONS.— Light  Vessels.  1845. 


Ordered,  That  the  undermentioned  Rations  when  afloat,  and  money  in  lieu  thereof  when 
on  shore,  be  allowed  to  the  crew  of  each  light-vessel  belonging  to  this  corporation;  viz. 


Meat  - 

- - - 10 lb.  per  week  each 

Bread  - 

7 lb.  - - 

ditto. 

Flour  - 

2 lb.  - - 

ditto. 

Peas  - 

- - - - 1 pint  - - 

ditto. 

Potatoes  - 

7 lb.  - - 

ditto. 

Suet  - 

Jib.  - - 

ditto. 

Tea  - 

2 oz.  - - 

ditto. 

Sugar  - 

| lb.  - - 

ditto. 

Beer 

3 gallons  - 

ditto. 

When  on  Shore  . — 1 s.  3 d.  per  day  each  man,  in  money,  in  lieu  of  provisions. 


Ordered,  That  a copy  hereof  be  fixed  up  in  the  cabin  and  galley  of  each  light-vessel. 
Ordered  also,  That  no  provisions  whatever  be  removed  from  the  vessel. 


m . . By  order  of  the  Board, 

trinity  House,  London,’! 

1 January  1845.  J 


0.36. 
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Lighthouses  having 
the  Lenticular 
Apparatus  of  Fres- 
nel fitted  since 
J834. 


A STATEMENT  of  the  Lighthouses  belonging  to  the  Corporation  of  Trinity  House  at 
which  the  Lenticular  Apparatus  of  Fresnel  has  been  fitted  since  the  Year  1834;  at  which 
time  it  had  not  in  any  instance  been  introduced  into  the  Lighthouses  in  England. 


Start  - 
Oxford,  (low) 

Menai  - 

Bardsey  - 

Flatholm  - 

St.  Catherine’s  - 

Hunstanton 

Avon  - 

Maplin  Sand 

Gibraltar  - 

Coquet  - 

Lundy  - 

South  Foreiand,  (high) 

Plymouth  Breakwater  - 

Skerries  - 

Eddystone  (now  fitting) 


1st  order 

1836 

revolving. 

ditto 

1838 

fixed. 

ditto 

1838 

ditto. 

ditto 

1838 

ditto. 

ditto 

'839 

ditto. 

ditto 

1840 

ditto. 

2d  order 

1840 

ditto. 

ditto 

1840 

ditto. 

ditto 

1841 

ditto. 

1st  order 

1841 

ditto. 

ditto 

1841 

ditto. 

ditto 

1842 

revolving. 

ditto 

1843 

fixed. 

2d  order 

1844 

ditto. 

1st  order 

1844 

ditto. 

2d  order 

1845 

ditto. 

Trinity  House,  London, 1 
18  July  1845.  S 


J.  Herbert,  Secretary. 
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LIGHTNING  CONDUCTORS. 

gjr  23,  Great  George-street,  25  September  1843. 

The  reference  on  the  important  subject  of  lightning  conductors,  is  to  Mr. 

.0  me.  On  receiving  it  I prepared  drawings  of  the  buildings  to  which  our  ltnmedia 
lttention  was  required,  with  an  explanation  of  their  present  conductors. 

These  were  considered  at  a meeting  with  Mr.  Faraday,  when  he  explained  the  pjjJ 
,nd  their  application  to  the  several  cases,  deduced  from  bis  copious  experiments  anciscie 
:ific  observations. 

I have  since  received  from  him  the  accompanying  Report  for  my  signature! dong ! 
his ; but  tire  Report  is  altogether  Mr.  Faraday’s,  and  therefore  I prefer  adding  my  app 
of  all  it  contains,  in  this  separate  sheet,  and  recommending  that  authority  be  g 
,0  act  upon  it.  j am>  &c. 

Jacob  Herbert,  Estp.  Sic.  Sic.  (signed)  Ja s.  Walker. 


Report  on  the  Lightning  Rods  of  Lighthouses. 

The  undersigned  have,  according  to  their  instructions,  met  and  considered  the 
stances  under  which  lighthouses  are  placed  as  respects  lightning,  and  have  ari 
following  conclusions : — 

That  lighthouses  should  be  well  defended,  from  the  top  to  the  bottom. 

That,  ns  respects  the  top,  the  metal  of  the  lanthorn  and  upwards  is  sufficient  to  in 
every  need,  and  satisfy  every  desire  and  fear.  .^j, 

That,  for  the  rest  of  the  course  down  the  towev,  a copper  rod  three-fourths  0 an 
in  diameter,  is  quite  and  more  than  sufficient.  That 
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That  at  the  bottom,  where  the  rod  enters  the  earth,  it  is  desirable  at  its  termination  to 
connect  it  metallically  with  a sheet  of  copper,  three  or  four  feet  lone  by  two  feet  or  more 
wide  ; the  latter  to  be  buried  in  the  earth,  so  as  to  give  extensive  contact  with  it. 

That  glass  repellers  are  in  every  case  useless. 

That  glass  thimbles  are  not  needed,  but  do  no  harm. 

That  if  the  repeller  be  removed,  and  the  point  on  the  vane  be  terminated  as  the  light, 
mng  rods  usually  are,  and  then  the  metal  of  the  lantern  be  strongly  attached  to  and  con- 
nected with  the  upper  end  of  the  copper  rod,  and  the  rod  continued  down  the  tower  to 
the  earth  and  the  sheet  of  copper  buried  in  it,  such  a system  will  be  an  effectual  and  ner- 
tectlv  safe  lightning  conductor.  ^ 

That  then  there  need  be  no  rod  end,  rising  by  tile  side  of  and  above  the  lantern. 

That  the  rod  may  (if  required  on  other  accounts)  come  down  on  the  inside  of  the  build 
mg,  or  in  a groove  in  the  wall,  but  should  not  be  unnecessarily  removed  from  observation 
and  inspection. 

That  alllarge  metallic  arrangements  in  the  stone-work  or  other  non-metallic  parts  of  the 
tower  of  the  lighthouse,  such  as  tymg-bars,  metal  flues.  Sc,  should  be  well-connected  bv 
copper  with  the  conductor.  J 

That  the  vicinity  of  two  metallic  masses,  without  contact  or  metallic  communication  is 
to  be  avoided.  ’ 

That  as  to  the  South  Foreland  high  light,  the  lantern,  the  central  stone,  and  the  copper 
rod  proceeding  from  it  to  the  earth,  connected  as  they  now  are,  form  a perfect  lip-htnirur 
conductor,  even  without  the  rod  that  is  there  erected  ; but,  6 5 

That  it  is  important  casual  arrangements  should  never  be  depended  upon  for  lirrhtainw 
conductors,  hut  a copper  rod  be  established  for  the  especial  purpose  ; for  if  the  former  ? 
trusted  to,  the  carelessness  or  ignorance  of  workmen  may,  at  after  periods  upon  occasions 
of  repair  or  cleansing,  cause  the  necessary  metallic  connexion  to  be  left  imperfect  or 
incomplete,  and  then  the  arrangement  is  not  merely  useless  but  dangerous. 

. T*1?1  fs  “ ‘.he  .E<Uystonei  il  is  desirable  to  connect  the  system  of  wrought-iron  ties  in 
it  with  the  lightning  conductor,  by  joining  the  lower  part  of  that  iron  rod  which  is  nearest 
seasonal 'area  £°r  ^ bUler’  by  a C0PPer  roc*  or  strap  equivalent  to  the  conductor  in 

That  the  Dimgeness  lighthouse  is  in  a very  anomalous  condition;  to  rectify  which  the 
two  repellers  should  be  removed  and  also  the  representative  of  the  top  of  a lightning  rod 

mShfih  ‘lbe  ?“■'  “'d  th!t  th?n  a good  copper  conductor  should  be  attached  tithe 
metal  ol  the  lanthorn,  upon  tbe  principles  already  expressed. 
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Jacob  Herbert,  Esq.  &c.  8tc. 
September  25th,  1843. 


(signed)  M.  Faraday. 


Extract  from  Minutes  of  the  Board  held  on  the  26th  September  1843. 

WdkeiD  on^A0^10?1  Rl'?fessor  Faraday,  on  the  reference  made  to  himself  and  Mr. 
5 on  the  subject  of  the  construction  of  lightning  conductors  for  lighthouses. 

4o^Smia„sle‘lenr,fTrM:''  Ta,tw’,  “nveyi"Shis  approval  of  all  that  Mr.  Faraday’s 
tight  to  stu  thcE  sa“sfac‘or;ly  explaining  the  grounds  on  which  he  has  not  thought  it 

gMtinns  olsred  said  HepS””*  ere“P°a  C°°Sidered  a°d  “»,0Ted  ll,e  S"S- 

Co?p1mdo’nttbnalMrTa!ltfabiicinS,ra0te[1  ,0  oa”se  tl,e  lighthouses  belonging  to  this 
has  expressed  V pl0.ect<,i  by  ,he  means  recommended  by  Mr.  Faraday,  and.  m which  he 
therewith  3 en"re  col,cmrence  as  abovesaid ; and  that  Mr.  Faraday  be  acquainted 


Copy  LETTER  to  Mr.  Walker  hereon. 

Sib 

The  Renon  -r  m w Trinity  House,  London,  29  September  1843. 

before  the  PBoard,  togettewhh  ' 34  oni§btning  conductors  having  been  laid 

I am  directed  to  transmit  thP  Li  , U fr0I“  ,y°urself  by  which  it  was  accompanied ; 
request  of  the  Board  that  you  wHlr^n  C°Py  v \ *l?e  Siud  Report  t0  you'  and  to  siSIlify  the 
by  the  means  recommended  by  Mr  Famd^  llsh,thousf.  °* this  c“rporatiou  to  be  protected 
concurrence.  ^ iV11‘  -taraday,  and  in  which  you  have  expressed  your  entire 

James  Walker,' Esq.  &c.8tc  , . , 

^ c (signed)  J.  Herbert. 


0.36. 


3 P 
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appendix  to  report  from  the 


Appendix,  No.  7 

(N). 

Correspondence 
respecting  Light- 
ning Conductors  at 
Lighthouses. 


gjr  Trinity  House,  London,  28  June  1845. 

Adveuting  10  my  letter  of  the  29th  September  1843,  I shall  be  obliged  by  your  f„r. 
nishinrr  me  rvith  a list  of  the  lighthouses  at  which  the  improved  lightning  conductors 
have  been  fired,  and  a general  statement  of  the  arrangements  winch  you  have  made  for 
carrying  out  the  Board’s  direction,  by  fixing  them  at  those  esiabhshments  at  which  they 

have  not  as  yet  been  provided.  j ^ ^ 

James  Walker,  Esq.  &c.  &e.  (signed)  J.  Herbert. 


g-r  23,  Great  George-street,  30  June  1845. 

I beg  in  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  28th  inst.,  to  state  that  the  improved  lightning  con- 
ductors have  been  fixed  at  the  following  lighthouses,  viz. : 


The  Dungeness, 

South  Foreland, 

Haisbro’, 

Spurn, 

Tynemouth, 

Flatholms ; — and  that 
W interton  is  now  in  hand. 


The  Skerries, 

St.  Ann’s, 

Usk, 

Avon, 

Lizard, 

Eddystone, 

Start, 

Of  1,000  lineal  feet  of  conducting  rod  that  are  now  contracted  for,  only  170  feet  ate 
delivered. 

No  opportunity  lhat  offered  for  carrying  into  effect  the  Corporation’s  direction  to  fix  the 
improved  conductor  at  all  the  lighthouses  has  been  lost,  but  the  work  is  ol  a nature 1 that 
requires  care,  and  a knowledge  of  a variety  of  trades,  on  the  pan  of  the  superintendent; 
therefore  where  I have  found  that  a particular  individual  has  done  the  work  satisfactorily, 
thought  I have  it  better  to  take  advantage  of  his  tried  qualities,  than  10  set  on  a number 
of  inexperienced  hands  10  do  so  delicate  a work.  ^ ^ ^ 

(signed)  Jas.  Walker. 

(A  true  Copy) 

Trinity  House,  London,)  J.  Herbert,  Secretary. 

30  June  3845.  J 


Jacob  Herbert,  Esq.  &c.  &c. 


Appendix,  No.  7 
(0).  . 


A LIST  of  the  Lighthouses  and  Light  Vessels  belonging  to  the  Corporation  of  Trinity 
House,  showing  the  Number  of  Burners  111  each. 


Lighthouses  and 
Light  Vessels, 
belonging  to  Cor- 
poration of  Trinity 

Lighthouses. 

Number 

of 

Burners. 

Lighthouses. 

Fern,  Inner 

8 

Caskets  - 

- 

- 

_ 

_ 

_ 

7 

Start  - 

" 

_ 

_ 

_ 

18 

Eddystone 

“ 

“ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

21 

Falmouth  Harbour  - 

- 

" 

_ 

_ 

_ 

24 

Lizard,  Eastern 

“ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

26 

Lizard,  Western 

“ 

Cromer  - 

_ 

_ 

- 

30 

Longships 

“ 

" 

Haisborough,  High 

_ 

- 

- 

13 

Scilly  - 

" 

Haisborough,  Low 

- 

- 

- 

13 

Lundy,  Lower 

Winter  ton 

- 

- 

- 

11 

Bideford 

“ 

Lowestoft,  High 

- 

- 

- 

11 

Burnham 

“ 

_ 

. 

_ 

3 

Usk 

■ 

Pakefield 

_ 

_ 

_ 

1 

Nash,  East 

- 

“ 

Orford,  High  - 

- 

- 

- 

14 

Nash,  West  - 

“ 

‘ 

Harwich,  High 

- 

- 

- 

9 

Caldy  - 

Harwich,  Low 

- 

- 

_ 

3 

Milford,  High 

North  Foreland 

- 

- 

_ 

18 

Milford,  Low  - 

* 

" 

South  Foreland,  Low 

_ 

_ 

15 

Smalls  - 

" 

" 

Dungeness 

_ 

_ 

_ 

18 

South  Bishop 

- 

" 

Beacliy  Head  - 

- 

- 

- 

30 

South  Stack  - 

“ 

Needles  - 

- 

- 

- 

13 

Hurst,  High  - 

_ 

_ 

- 

3 

Air  - 

" 

Hurst,  Low 

_ 

_ 

_ 

4 

St.  Bees  - - ' 

- 

Portland,  High 

- 

- 

- 

17 

Heligoland 

" 

Portland,  Low 

~ 

- 

- 

15 

Number 

of 

Burners. 


24 

1 

24 

18 

19 

19 

19 

13 


10 

13 

12 

17 

12 

17 

27 

8 

21 

3 

9 

15 

24 
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Coquet. 

Orford,  Low. 

South  Foreland,  High. 
St.  Catherine’s. 

Start. 

Lundy,  Upper. 


Dioptric,  1st  Order. 

Flatholm. 

Bardsey. 

Skerries. 

Menai. 

Gibraltar. 


Appendix,  No.  7 

(<>)• 

Lighthouses  and 
Light  Vessels, 
belonging  to  Cor- 
poration of  Trinity 
House,  &c. 


Dioptric,  2nd  Order. 


Hunstanton.  I Avon. 

Maplin.  | Breakwater  (under  management). 


Floating  Lights. 

Number 

of 

Burners. 

Floating  Lights. 

Number 

of 

Burners. 

Spurn  ----- 

8 

Sunk  - - - _ _ i 

Dudgeon  - 

16 

Swin,  Middle  - - _ 

Lynn  Well  - - 

16 

Mouse  - 

Leman  and  Ower 

16 

Nore  ----- 

Haisborough  - - - - i 

16 

Goodwin  - 

Cockle  ----- 

4 

Gull 

Newarp  ----- 

24 

South  Sand  Head  - 

St.  Nicholas  - - - - 

8 

Owers  ----- 

Stanford  ----- 

12 

Bembridge  - 

Sbipworth  - 

8 

Calshot  - 

Cork  ----- 

4 

Seven  Stones  - 

Galloper  - - 

16 

English  and  Welsh  Grounds  - 

Kentish  Knock  - - - 

4 

Recapitulation. 


Lighthouses 

Dioptric,  1st  Order,  estimated  equal  to  14  burners  each  - 
4th  Dioptric,  2d  Order,  estimated  equal  to  9 burners  each  - 
bloating  Lights  - 


Total  - 


Number  of 
Burners. 


674 

154 

36 

288 


1,152 


Trinity  House,  London,) 
24  April  1845.  J 


J . Herbert , Secretary. 


Appendix  to  the  Repobt  of  the  Select  Committee  on  Lighthouses,  page  18. 

1834.  Belonging  to  the  Trinity  House  : 

Lighthouses  - --  --  --42 

Floating  lights  -----  __  13 

Under  their  management — 

Lighthouses  - - _ - . 2 

Floating  lights  ------  - 1 

3 

Total  - - - 58 


0.36. 


3 p 2 
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APPENDIX  TO  REPORT  FROM  THE 


Apoendix,  No.  7 

■ (O). 

Lighthouses  and 
Light  Vessels, 
belonging  to  Cor- 
poration of  Trinity 
House,  &c. 


1845.  Belonging  to  tlie  Trinity  House : 
Lighthouses  (1834)  - 

New  ditto  - 
Purchased  ditto 
Transferred  ditto 


Floating  lights  (1834)  - 
New  ditto  - 
Transferred  ditto 


Under  their  management — 
Breakwater  Lighthouse 


42 


- 13 

2 

23 

65 

13 

- 11 
- 1 

12 

25 

- 1 

Total  - - - 91 


Increase,  33,  as  under : 


New  Lighthouses. 

1 Falmouth  Harbour  - - 1835. 
1 Start  ------  1836. 

1 Maplin  -----  1838. 

1 Menai  ------  ,, 

1 South  Bishop’s  - - - 1839. 
1 St.  Catherine  - - - - 1840. 

1 Avon  ------  „ 

1 Coquet  -----  1841. 


8 


Purchased  Lighthouses. 

1 Tinmouth. 

2 Spurn  Point. 

1 Hunstanton. 

1 Winterton. 

2 Orford. 

2 Harwich. 

1 Dungeness. 

1 Longships. 

1 Smalls. 

1 Skerries. 


Lighthouses  Transferred. 
1 Heligoland. 

1 Gibraltar. 


New  Floating  Lights. 


1 St.  Nicholas  Gat  - - - 1837. 
1 Shipwash  -----  )} 

1 Swin,  Middle.  - - - - „ 

1 Mouse  ------  1838. 

1 English  and  Welsh  Grounds  „ 

1 Kentish  Knock  - - - - 1840. 
1 Leman  and  Ower  - - - „ 

1 Seven  Stones  - - - - 1841. 
1 Calshot  ------  1842. 

1 Cockle 1843. 

1 Cork 1844. 


11 

Floating  Lights  Transferred. 
1 Bembridge. 


Under  Management. 
1 Breakwater. 


Summary  op  Increase. 


New  lighthouses 
Purchased  ditto 
Transferred  ditto 

New  floating  lights 
Transferred  ditto 

Under  management 


Deduct — 

Longships,  Heligoland,  and  Bemnbridge,  under 
management  in  1834,  being  included  in  the 
58  in  that  year  - 


Total  - 


Trinity  House,  London, 
24  April  1845. 


} 


j,  Herbert , Secretary. 
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Appendix,  No.  7 (P). 

LIGHTHOUSES  on  the  Coast  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland. 

(Corrected  to  1844,  by  the  Office  of  the  Hydrogapber  to  Her  Majesty.) 

Abbreviations. 

F.  Fixed,  or  Steady  Light  I R.  Revolving  Light. 

I.  Intermitting,  or  Flashing  Light.  | N.  North.— S.  South.— E.  East.— W.  West. 


ENGLAND. 


No. 


NAME 

of 

LIGHT. 


13 

n 

*5 

16 

17 


SCILLY  - 

Seven  Stones,  Light-Vessel 
Longships  - - - 

Penzance  Pier 
Lizard  - 

Falmouth  - - - 

Eddystone  - 
Plymouth  Breakwater, 
Light-Vessel 
Plymouth  Harbour  - 
Start  Point  - 

Dartmouth  - 

Brixham  - 
Casouets  - 

Guernsey  - 

Portland  - 
Hurst  - 

Needles  ... 


Summit  of  St.  Agnes  Island 
E.  side  of  the  Rocks 
Longships  Rock,  off  Land’s 
End. 

Pier  Head  - 
Lizard  Cliff  - 
St.  Anthony  Point  - 
Eddystone  Rock 
Off  West  End 

W.  Barbican  Pier  Head  - 
140  yards  inside  of  the  S. 
E.  extreme  of  the  Point. 
St.  Petrox  Point,  W.  side 
of  Entrance. 

Pier  Head  - 
Highest  of  the  Casquet 
Rocks. 

St.  Pierre,  Pier  Head,  South 
side  of  Entrance. 

Bill  of  Portland 
Hurst  Beach  - 
Isle  of  Wight,  Needles  Cliff 


Calshot  - 

Calshot  Spit,  Light-Vessel 
Southampton  - 
Southsea  - 
St.  Catherine  - 
Bembridge,  Light-Vessel 

Owers,  Light- Vessel 
Shoreham 

Brighton  - 
Nevvhaven  - 
Beachy  Head 
Hastings  . 

Rye  Harbour  - 


Folkstone 
Dover  - 
Sooth  Foreland  - 
Goodwin  Sands  : 

South  Sand  Head,  Light- 
Vessel. 

Gull  Stream,  Light- Ves- 
sel. 

North  Sand  Head,  Light- 
Vessel. 

Ramsgate 


0,36. 


Calshot  Castle 
Off  Calshot  Castle  - 
Royal  Pier 
Southsea  Castle 
St.  Catherine  Point 
Off  Bembridge  Point,  near 
the  Nab  Rock. 

E.  end  of  the  Owers  Shoals 
Opposite  the  Entrance  of 
Shoreham  Harbour. 
Chain  Pier  Head 
East  Pier 
Belletout  Cliff 
Upper  Light  in  the  Town ; 

Lower  on  the  Beach. 
Camber,  North  side  of  En- 
trance. 

Extreme  Point 
West  Pier  Head 
South  Pier  - 

North  Pier  ... 
South  Foreland 

Off  South  End  of  the  Good- 
win Sands. 

Near  Western  Edge  of  the 
Goodwin  Sands. 

Off  N orth  End  of  the  Good- 
win Sands. 

South  Pier  Head  - 


No. 

of 

Lights. 

Fixed, 

Intermitting 

Revolving. 

COLOUR 

of 

LIGHT. 

Year 

Erected. 

1 

R. 

_ 

1680 

2 

F. 

- 

x84I 

* 

F. 

“ 

1795 

1 

F. 



1817 

2 

F. 

~ - 

*75* 

1 

I. 

- 

1835 

1 

F. 

" 

*759 

2 

F. 

1 

F. 

. 

1822 

X 

I. 

' 

1836 

1 

F. 

Red  - - - - 

1837 

1 

F. 

Red  - 

*839 

3 

I. 



1723 

1 

F. 



1832 

2 

F. 



1716, 1789 

2 

F. 

1812,  1786 

1 

F. 

Red  to  Seaward,  but 

1786 

bright  towards  Hurst 

Point. 

1 

F. 

Bright  and  red. 

1 

R. 

- 

1842 

2 

F. 

Red  and  bright  - 

1841 

1 

F. 

Strong  red  and  pale  red 

1822 

1 

F. 

- 

1840 

2 

F. 

18x2 

X 

F. 

1788 

2 

F. 

Red  - 

1825 

X 

F. 

Green  - 

1824 

2 

F. 

I 

R. 

- 

1828  ' 

2 

F. 

Upper  bright,  lowerred. 

= 

• 

Day  time  a flag. 

I 

F. 



1792 

1 

F. 

Red  - 

18x0 

2 

F. 

Day  time  a flag. 

X 

F. 

Red  - 

1842 

2 

F. 



*793>  *795 

X 

F. 

.... 

X832 

2 

F. 



1809 

3 

F. 



*793 

X 

F. 

( continued 
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England — continued. 
North  Foreland  - 
Margate  - 
Nore,  Light- Vessel  - 
Mouse,  Light-Vessel 
Maplin  - 

Swin  Middle,  Light-Vessel 


Light- 


Kentish  Knock, 

Vessel. 

Galloper,  Light-Vessel  - 

Sunk,  Light-Vessel  - 

Harwich  - 

Shiptvash,  Light-Vessel  - 

Orford  - 

Pakefield  - 
Lowestoft  - 
Stanford,  Light-Vessel 

St.  Nicholas  Gat,  Light- 
V essel. 

WlNTERTON  - 

Newarp,  Light- Vessel 

Hasborougli,  Light-Vessel 

Hasborougii 
Cromer  - 

Hunstanton,  or  Chapel 
Lynn  Well,  Light  Vessel  - 

Leman  anti  Ower,  Light- 
Vessel. 

Dudgeon,  Light-Vessel  - 
Spurn,  Light-Vessel 

Spurn  - - - 

Humber  River: 

Bull  Sand,  Light-Vessel 
Killingholme 
Pauli  - - - - 

Heebies,  Light- Vessel  - 
Flamborough 
Scarborough  - 


Whitby 
Tees  River  : 
Bran  Sands- 


Care  Sand,  Light-Vessel 

Hartlepool  - - 

Sunderland  - 

Tyne  - 

Tynemouth  - 
Blyth  - 
Coquet  - 

Longstone  - 
Farn  - 


North  Foreland 
West  end  of  the  Pier 
East  end  of  the  Nore  Sands 
On  W.  end  of  Mouse  Sand 
S.E.  part  of  Maplin  Sand 
West  end  of  Swin  Middle 
Sand. 

East  side  of  Kentish  Knock 
Sand. 

S.W.  part  of  the  Galloper 
Shoal. 

East  end  of  the  Sunk  Sand 
oif  Harwich. 

At  entrance  of  the  harbour, 
S.W.  of  the  Town. 

N.W.  end  of  Shipwash 
Sand. 

Orfordness  - 

South  part  of  Pakefield  Cliff. 

Lowestoft 

North  End  of  Newcome 
Sand,  off  Lowestoft. 

S.W.  point  of  Kettle  Bot- 
tom Sand. 

Winterton  Point 
North  end  of  tbe  Newarp 
Sand. 

North  end  of  Hasborough 
Sand. 

Near  Hasborough  - 
On  Cromer  Clifts  - 
Hunstanton  Point  - 
Off  the  Hook  of  the  Long 
Sand,  Lynn  Deeps. 
Between  Leman  and  Ower 
Sands. 

Dudgeon  Shoal 
Off  Spurn  Point,  River 
Humber. 

Spurn  Point  - 

S.E.  end  of  Bull  Sand 
S.  Killingholme 
On  Pauli  Cliffs 
S.  side  of  Heebies  Channel 
Flamborough  Head 
Vincent  Pier  Head  - 


West  Pier  Head 

West  part  of  Bran  Sands  - 

High  Light  half  a mile 
inland,  and  Low  Light  on 
the  shore  near  Longscar 
Rocks. 

Off  S.  part  of  N.  Care  Sand, 
W.  side  of  Entrance. 

Pier  Head 

North  and  South  Piers 

Front  of  Dockwray-square ; 
lowest  near  Clifford  Fort. 

Tynemouth  Castle  Yard  - 

South  end  of  the  Town 

S.  W.  part  of  Coquet 
Island. 

Longstone  Rock 

Highest  near  S.W.  Point 
of  Farn  Island ; lowest 
near  its  N.W.  point. 

East  end  of  the  Pier 


F. 

R. 

R. 

F. 

F. 

F. 

F. 

F. 

F. 

F. 

F. 


COLOUR 

of 

LIGHT. 


[High  It. 
low  F. 
F. 

R. 


Red  - 
Red  - 


Plighest 
I. ; low- 
est F. 

F. 


Red. 

Two  sides  bright,  one  red 
lied  - 


High  light,  bright ; low 
light,  red. 

High  light,  bright;  low 
light,  red. 


1790 
1 819 
‘734 
1838 
1841 
J837 

1840 

1803 


1818 

1837 

1792 

1832 
1609 
1802 

1837 

1790 

1791 

1831 

179' 

1719 

1665 

1828 

1840 

1736 

1820 

1776 

1833 


1806; 
raised  in 

1843- 

1831 


Highest  bright;  lowestredj 


1802 

1780 


1837 

'77 6 
1816 
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SCOTLAND. 


NAME 

of 

PLACE. 

No. 

of 

Fixed, 

Intermitting 

COLOUR 

LIGHT. 

Lights. 

Revolving. 

LIGHT. 

Inchkeith  - 

Summit  of  Inchkeith  Island 

1 

R. 

Leith  - 

Eastern  Pier  - 

2 

F. 

One  bright,  the  other  red 

Newhaven  - 

On  the  Pier  - 

1 

F. 

Red. 

Granton  ... 

On  the  Pier  ... 

1 

F. 

Red. 

Burntisland  - 

Eastern  Pier  - 

1 

F. 

Kinghorn  - 

Eastern  Pier  ... 

1 

F. 

Kirkcaldy  - 

N.  E.  side  of  Entrance  - 

1 

F. 

Isle  of  Mat 

Summit  of  the  Isle  - 

1 

F. 



Bell  Rock  - 

Centre  of  the  Rock 

1 

R. 

Bright  andred  alternately 

Port-on- Craig 

South  side  of  the  Ferry  - 

2 

F. 

Newport  ... 

On  the  Western  Ferry  Pier 

2 

F. 

Dundee  Harbour 

F. 

Buddonness  orlAY  Lights 

Buddonness  - 

F. 

Arbroath  ... 

Northern  Pier 

1 

F. 

Red  - 

Montrose  - 

North  side  of  the  Entrance 

2 

F. 

Red  - 

Stonehaven  - 

On  the  Pier  - 

2 

F. 

Lower  light  bright,  upper 

Girdleness  - 

Girdleness  ... 

2 in  1 

F. 

tower. 

r 

North  Pier  Head  - 

1 

F. 

Red. 

Aberdeen  - - -<j 

Half  a mile  up  the  harbour 

2 

F. 

Red  - 

l 

on  S.  shore. 

Buchanness  - 

Bucbanness,  ... 

I. 

Kinnaird  - 

Kinnaird  Head 

F. 

Tarbet  - 

Tarbetness  ... 

1 

I. 



Dunnet  ... 

Dunnet  Head  - 

F. 

Kirkwall  - 

Pier  Head  ... 

F. 

Pentland  Skerries 

On  Pentland  Skerry  Island 

2 

F. 

Start  - 

Start  Point,  Sanday  Island, 

1 

R. 



Orkneys. 

Scmburgh  - 

Sumburgh  Head,  S.  Point 

1 

F. 

. 

Cape  Wrath 

of  the  Shetlands. 

Cape  Wrath,  N.W.  Point 
of  Scotland. 

1 

R. 

Bright  andred  alternately 

Stornoway  ... 

Stornoway  Harbour,  Lewis 

. 

. 

- 

Glass  - 

Isle. 

N.E.  Point  of  Island  Glass, 

1 

F. 

Bara  Head  - 

Harris  Isles. 

Highest  part  of  Bernera 

1 

I. 

Bright  - - - 

Skerry  vo  re  - 

I. ; Southern  Point  ot 

Skerryvore  Rock. 
Mousdale  I.,  Argyll 
Oversay  I.,  off  S.W.  Point 

F. 

Lismore  - 

Uhins  of  Llat 

i 

I. 

Kintyke  - 

of  Ilay. 

S.W.  Headland  of  Mull  of 

1 

F. 

Campbelion  - 

Kinlyre. 

Campbelton  Loch,  on  the 

3 

F. 

Pladda  - 

S.  Beach. 

Pladda  I.,  off  S.E.  point  of 

2 

F. 

Cumbrae 

Arran  I. 

Western  side  of  Little 

F. 

Toward  . 

Cumbrae  I. 
Toward  Point 

R. 

Cloch  - 

, 

Greenock  - 
Port  Glasgow  - 

Custom-house  Pier  - 

F. 

Red. 

Red. 

Bowling  Bay  - 

Entrance  of  Firth  of  Clyde 

F. 

Troon  Harbour 

Canal. 

South  end  of  the  Pier 

1 

I. 

. . . 

Ayr  Harbour  - 

North  Pier  ... 

3 

F. 

Two  bright,  one  red 

Corsewall  «. 
Port  Patrick  - 

Corsewall  Point 

1 

R. 

F. 

Bright  and  red  alternately 

Moll  of  Galloway 
Boss  Island  . 

South  Point  - - - 

1 

1 

I. 

- - - - - 

Sooth  erness 

Southerness  Point.  - . - 

F. 

■ - - - - 

Year 

Erected. 


1804 

fl78o 

I1831 


1800 

1800 

1816 

1811 

1820 


1826 

1820 


1833 

1842 

1827 
1787 

1830 

1831 

1794 

1806 

1821 

1828 

Erecting. 


1833 

1833 

1825 

1788 

1827 

1790 

1757 

181a 

1797 


1827 

/1790 

\1826 

1817 

1790 

•1830 

1842 

178<9 
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No. 

NAME 

of 

LIGHT. 

PLACE. 

No. 

of 

Lights. 

Fixed,  1 
Intermitting 

Revolving. 

COLOUR 

of 

LIGHT. 

Yea 

134- 

Point  of  Ayr  - - : 

Point  of  Ayr  - 

1 

R. 

Bright  and  red  alternately 

1818 

E.  side  of  Entrance 

3 

- - 

S.  W.  side  of  Calf  Island  - 

2 

- 

1818 

Port  le  Mary  - 

S.  side  of  Entrance 

1 

- 

1812 

3 38 

Castletown  Harbour 

S.  side  of  Entrance 

1 

----- 

I/65 

1650 

Derby  Haven  - 

Entrance  of  the  Harbour  - 

1 

- 

Douglas  ... 

Douglas  Head 

1 

----- 

Douglas  Harbour  - 

North  Pier  Head  - 

1 

- 

3796 

342 

Ramsay  Harbour 

S.  side  of  Entrance 

1 



1800 

ENGLAND. 


M3 

144 

145 

Skinburness  - 
Maryport  Harbour  - 
Workington  - 

On  the  Ness. 

South  Pier  - 

End  of  St.  John  and 

2 

2 

F. 

F. 

Red,  and  bright  above 

1796 

1825 

Wooden  Piers. 

and  below  the  red. 

346 

Harrington  Harbour 

Pier  Head  - 

1 

F. 

- 

3797 

147 

Whitehaven  - 

New  Quay  - 

2 

1 R.  1 F. 

- - 

1821 

148 

St.  Bees  - 

St.  Bees  Head 

1 

F. 

- 

1718 

349 

Walney  ... 

South  Point  of  Walney 

1 

R. 

- - - - 

1790 

Island. 

350 

Wyre  River,  Light-Vessel 

N.E.Elbowof  North  Wharf 

1 

F. 

..... 

1840 

Bank. 

151 

Fleetwood  - 

High  Light  in  the  Town  ; 

2 

F. 



1841 

Lytham  ... 

low  Light  on  the  Es- 
planade. 

352 

N.  side  of  Entrance  to 

1 

River  Kibble. 

353 

Formby,  Light-Vessel 

In  the  New  Channel 

2 

- 

.... 

1834 

354 

Crosby  - 

\\  miles  N.  of  Crosby 

1 

F. 

Red  - 

1839 

Point. 

1 55 

Crosby,  Light-Vessel 

E.  Elbow  of  Burbo  Bank  - 

1 

F. 

_ 

1840 

356 

Black  Rock  - 

Rock  Point,  Entrance  of 

1 

It. 

Bright  light  twice  and 

1830 

the  Mersey. 

then  red. 

157 

Leasowe  ... 

On  the  Shore,  between  the 

1 

F. 

Mersey  and  Dee. 

358 

Bidston  - 

Bidston  Hill  - 

F. 

159 

Hoylake  - 

Near  Hoylake  Church 

2 

F. 



1763 

160 

Liverpool,  North-west  Light 

Oft  the  Horse  and  Helbre 

3 

F. 

. _ 

1814 

161 

Ship. 

Channels. 

Air  .... 

Air  Point,  at  High-water 

2 

F. 



1776 

Mark. 

1817 

162 

Menai  - 

Trwyn  Du  Point 

1 

F. 

Red  - 

1837 

163 

Lynus  - 

Point  Lynus  - - - | 

_ 

I. 

- ...  - 

1835 

164 

Amlwch  Port  - 

North  Pier  - - - j 

F. 

1817 

865 

Skerries  - 

F. 

. 

1714 

166 

Holyhead  Harbour  - 

Pier  Head  - 

F. 

1820 

167 

Stack  - 

South  Stack  Rock,  off  the 

R.  ; 

. ...  - 

1809 

N.W.  Point  of  Holy- 
head  I. 

1821 

168 

Bardsey  - 

Bardsey  Island 

F. 



369 

Aberystwith  - 

Entrance  of  the  Harbour  - 

F. 

170 

South  Bishop  - 

South  Bishop  Rock 

R. 

. 

1839 

371 

Smalls  - 

Smalls  Rock  - 

1 

F. 



1778 

Milford  Haven: 

172 

St.  Ann’s  - 

St.  Ann’s  Point 

_ 

174 

173 

Weare  Light-Vessel  - 

Off  Weare  Spit 

F. 

374 

Carr  Light-Vessel 

Outer  Edge  of  Carr  Bank 

F. 

375 

Caley  - 

Caldy  Island,  South  Point 

F. 

1829 

176 

Pembrey  Harbour  - 

Entrance  of  Burry  River  - 

F. 

„ 

177 

Mumbles  - 

Mumbles  Head 

378 

Swansea  - 

Western  Pier  Head 

379 

Nash  - 

F. 

180 

Cardiff  - 

On  the  Pier  - - - 

. - - 

Erectinj 
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No. 

COLOUR 

— 

Va 

of 

PLACE. 

Intermitiing 

Yea: 

LIGHT. 

Lights. 

Revolving. 

LIGHT. 

1 Erected. 

England — conti  nued. 

181 

USK  - 

W.  side  of  Entrance  of  the 
River  Usk. 

1 

F. 

- . . . 

- 

1821 

382 

Flatholm  - 

Flatholm  I.,  S.  Point 

j 

1 737 

383 

English  and  Welch  Grounds, 

S.  side  of  Bristol  Channel 

j 

R. 

Light-Vessel. 

1838 

384 

Avon  - 

E.  side  of  Entrance 

F. 

1840 

1832 

185 

Bridgewater  or  Burnham  - 

E.  side  of  the  Entrance  of 

the  River  Parrct. 

386 

Ilfracombe  ... 

Lantern  Hill,  North  side  of 

F. 

Red. 

Harbour. 

187 

Bideford  Harbour  - 

Braunton  Sands,  North  side 

F. 

1820 

of  the  River. 

188 

Lundy  - - - - j 

On  the  Ridge  of  Lundy  1 

2 

Upper  I. 

1820 

Island. 

Lower  F. 

IRELAND. 


3 8fl 

jgo 

191 


Cape  Clear  - 
Kinsale 
Kinsale  Harbour 


Cork  Harbour 


193 

194 

195 


Dunraore  Harbour  - 
Duncannon  - 
Hook  Tower 


Saltees,  Ligbt-Vessel 


200 

201 

202 

203 

204 

205 

206 

207 
£08 

209 

210 


212 

213 

214 

215 

216 

217 

218 

239 

220 


Coningbeg  Hock 
Tusk  a r - 

Arklow,  Light-Vessel  - 
Wicklow  - 
Kish  Light-Vessel  - 
Kingstown  - - 

POOLBEG  - 


North  Wall  - 

Baily  - 

Ilowth  Harbour 
Balbriggen  Harbour 
Drogheda  - 

Carlingiord 
Carlingford  Lough  - 

St.  John  Point,  Dundrum 
Bay. 

Ardglass  Harbour  - 
South  Rock  - 
Donaghadee  Harbour 
Copeland  . 

Dough  Larne  - 
Maidens  - 
Innishowen  » 
Innistrahul 
Lough  Swilly 
Tory  Island 


0-36. 


Cape  Clear  Island  - 

j 

R. 

Old  Head  of  Kinsale 

1 

F. 



Fort  Charles,  E.  side  of 

F. 

the  Harbour. 

Roche  Point,  E.  side  of 

3 

F. 

Red  and  bright  - 

Entrance. 

Pier  Head,  W.  side  of  En- 

1 

F. 

Red  anti  bright  - 

trance  to  Waterford. 

Duncannon  Fort,  E.  sidef 

F. 

of  Channel  toWaterfordj 

1 

F. 

- 

Hook  Head,  E.  side  of  En- 

1 

F. 

- 

trance  to  Waterford. 

Off  Coningbeg  Hock,  the 

2 

F. 

. 

Southernmost  of  the  Sal- 
tee  Islands. 

Tuskar  Rock 

1 

R. 

Two  sides  bright,  one  red 

S.  End  of  Arklow  Bank  - 

1 

- 



Wicklow  Head 

2 

F. 



OffN.  Point  of  Kish  Bank 

3 

F. 

- 

E.  Pier  of  Kingstown  Har- 

1 

R. 

Bright  and  red  alternately 

bour,  Dublin  Bay. 

W.  Pier 

1 

F. 

Red. 

End  of  S.  Wall,  at  the  En- 

2 

F. 

- . 

trance  to  the  River  of 
Dublin. 

End  of  N.  Wall,  or  N. 

1 

F. 

. 

Quay  of  Dublin. 

Baily  Point  of  Howth  Pe- 

1 

F. 

----- 

ninsula  in  Dublin  Bay. 

E.  Pier  Head 

1 

F. 

Red  - 

Pier  S.  side  of  Entrance  - 

i 

1\ 

----- 

Sand  Hills,  S.  side  of  River 

F. 

_ _ - - 

Boyne. 

Ilaulbowline  Rock  - 

2 

F. 



Greenore  Point 

1 

R. 



Pier  S.  W.  side  of  Entrance 

1 

F. 

Red  - 

S.  Rock  ... 

1 

R. 

----- 

S.  E.  Pier  Head  - 

1 

F. 

Red  and  bright  - 

Small  Copeland  I.  - 

1 

F. 

Fairies  Point 

i 

F. 

- 

Maiden  Rocks,  N.  and  S. 

2 

F. 

----- 

Donagrec  Point 

■2 

F. 



Innistrahul  I.  - 

3 

n. 

----- 

Fannet  Point  - - - 

1 

F. 

Red  and  bright  - 

•N.  W.  Point  of  Island 

1 

F. 

1817 

i8oj 

1804. 

1817 

1826 

1803 

1838 

1791 

1824 


Building. 

1815 

1824 

1818 

1811 

1822 

1768 

1820 

1813 

1818 

1769 
1842 

1823 
1830 


1816 

1797 

1S36 

1796 

1839 

1828 

>837 

1812 

3812 

183U 


3 Q 
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NAME 

of 

LIGHT. 


222 

223 

.224 

235 

226 


228 
22  9 


231 

232 

233 

234 

235 


237 

238 


Ireland— continued. 
Rathlin-o-Birne  I.  - 
Killibegs 

Killibegs  Harbour  - 
Sligo  - 
Eagle  - 


Innisgort 
Slyne  Head  - 

Arran  - 

Mutton  Island 

Loophead 

Kilkadraan 

Tarbert  - 

Valentia  - 
Skellig  - 

Roanharrick  I. 
Crookhaven 


St.  John’s  Point 
W.  side  Rotten  I.  - 
Black  Rock,  in  Sligo  Bay 
Oyster  Island  - 
On  Eagle  I.,  a large  rock, 
w.  S.  W.,  3 miles  from 
Erris  Head. 

N.  point  of  Clare  I.,  in 
Clew  Bay. 

Innisgort  I.,  in  Clew  Bay  - 
On  the  outermost  Island  off 
Slyne  Head. 

Summit  of  Great  Arran  I, 
in  Galway  Bay. 

Mutton  I.,  off  the  town  of 
Galway. 

. Loophead,  N.  side  of  En- 
trance to  River  Shannon. 
Kilkadraan  Point,  in  River 
Shannon. 

On  Tarbert  Rock,  in  River 
Shannon. 

Cromwell's  Fort 
On  the  Skellig  Rocks,  7 
miles  off  shore. 


Rock  Island  Point,  N.  side 
of  Entrance. 


Intermitting 

Revolving. 

COLOUR 

of 

LIGHT. 

F. 

F. 

F. 

F. 

F. 

: : : : : 

F. 

F. 

one  R.; 
one  F. 
R. 

One  red  and  two  bright 

F. 

Red  and  bright  - 

F. 



F. 

Red  and  bright  - 

F. 

F. 

F. 

F. 

: : : : : 

Year 

Erected. 


l83I 

1838 

18.35 


i8oG 

1827 

1836 

1817 

1817 

1802 

182+ 

183+ 

1841 

1826 

1843 

Building. 


Extract  from  First  Report  of  the  Revenue  Commissioners. 

Salary  and  Emoluments  of  the  Collector  of  Customs.  Q.  4733. 

Appendix, No.  8.  “ Having  closed  the  remarks  which  we  have  felt  it  to  be  our  duty  to  make  upon  the 

establishment  generally,  we  must  now  call  your  Lordships’  attention  to  the  salary  and 

Extract  from  emoluments  of  the  present  collector;  but  in  so  doing,  we  neither  desire  to  mlerlere  wita 

Report  of  Revenue  his  enjoyment  of  them,  nor  to  throw  any  slur  upon  a most  valuable  public  officer.  But 
Commissioners.  we  doJwfsh  t0  iecold  our  opinion  that  the  total  sum  (2,900!.  per  annum)  which  he  receives, 
exceeds  the  proper  amount  of  remuneration  for  any  collector  of  Liverpool  who  may  oe 
hereafter  appointed. 

“Mr.  Arnaud  was  placed  in  the  situation  in  1823;  his  predecessor,  from  various 
sources,  was  supposed  to  receive  from  his  official  situation,  emoluments  of  5,000 1.  or 6,000  • 
per  annum.  The  office  was  put  on  an  entirely  new  footing,  and  a salary  of  1,200 1,  pec 
annum  was  appended  to  it;  but  as  the  collector  of  the  Customs  revenue  was  also  0 
appointed  to  the  collection  of  the  light  dues  on  a per-centage  allowance,  it  was  expecte 
that  his  emoluments  from  that  source  would  be  considerable ; at  the  same  time  he  w » 
guaranteed  to  receive  from  the  Crown  all  that  these  emoluments  fell  short  01  1,000  . p 
annum;  thus,  in  reality,  he  was  assured  of  an  official  income  of  2,200 1.  per  annum, 
fact,  however,  he  is  now  in  the  annual  receipt  of  2,900!.,  viz.  1,200!.  from  the  Crown,  a 
1,700!.  from  his  net  emoluments  as  collector  of  the  light  dues.  We  believe. that  m 
instance  has  the  Crown  had  to  pay  more  than  the  1,200!.  per  annum ; the  net  ernolume 
on  the  light  dues  having  always  produced  1,000!.  per  annum,  and  latterly  having  mcreas 
to  1,700!.  per  annum. 

" We  do  not  here  intend  to  go  into  a minute  history  of  the  causes  of  this  increase,  01  of 
the  circumstances  which  induced  the  Trinity  House  authorities,  on  the  transference  0 
collection  of  the-  light  dues  to  them,  to  coniinue  an  allowance  of  5 per  cent.  to  j 
lector  at  Liverpool,  instead  of  3 per  cent.,  as  was  in  the  first  instance  intended.  ^ 
seem  to  be  actuated  in  this  determination  by  a sense  of  justice  to  Mr.  Arnaud,  an 
indisposition  to  call  upon  the  public  to  pay  any  portion  of  the  guaranteed  1,0  • r 

annum.  Nor  do  we  intend  to  suggest  the  precise  course  to  be  pursued,  whenev  , ^ 
Mr.  Arnaud’s  ceasing  to  be  collector,  the  appointment  of  his  successor  shall  come 
consideration.  ^ 

“ We  certainly  think  that  the  union  of  the  duties  of  collector  of  the  customs  an^n. 
collector  of  the  duties  under  the  Trinity  House  is  advantageous,  and  it  is  cet  ai 
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venient  to  the  parties  who  have  to  make  payments;  we  should  be  sorry,  therefore,  at  anv 
time,  to  see  them  disunited.  It  is  also  but  just  that  the  additional  labour  and  responsi- 
bility which  thus  devolves  on  the  collector  should  be  properly  remunerated ; and  we  are 
of  opinion  that  the  official  income  of  the  collector  should  be  such  as  to  enable  him  to 
devote  the  whole  of  his  time  to  the  official  duties  of  the  two  situations,  and  still  to  hold 
such  a position  in  Liverpool  as  will  ensure  to  him  that  consideration  and  respect  which  is 
so  essential  to  their  satisfactory  and  efficient  discharge  ; and  although  we  are  well  aware 
of  the  somewhat  delicate  and  difficult  task  of  arranging  the  proportions  which  should  be 
paid  by  the  Crown  and  the  Trinity  House  respectively,  we  should  not  shrink  from  offering 
our  opinion  on  this  subject,  if  the  case  were  one  to  be  immediately  decided  upon;  but 
various  circumstances  may  arise  to  render  a recommendation  now  made  on  good  grounds 
improper  at  the  moment  when  it  might  have  to  be  adopted.  ° ’ 

“ We  will  therefore  only  express  generally  our  disapprobation  of  a future  collector 
receiving  emoluments  exceeding  in  the  whole  l,6oo/.  per  annum;  and  state,  that  whilst  we 
consider  that  the  situation  requires  to  be  filled  by  a gentleman  of  great  official  experience 
as  well  as  of  talent  and  high  integrity,  we  think  these  requisites  mav  be  obtained  without 
guaranteeing  an  official  income  of  2,200 l.  per  annum,  or  holding  out  the  prospect  of  his 
receiving,  under  another  great  and  public  department,  net  emoluments  of  an  indefinitely 
large  amount.” 


[Delivered  in  to  the  Committee  on  the  7 July  1845.] 


CORRESPONDENCE,  &c.,  relating  to  Mr.  William  Bush’s  Project  for  erecting  a Light- 
house or  Beacon  on  the  Goodwin  Sands. 

Gentlemen,  Admiralty,  15  March  1841. 

I am  commanded  by  my  Lords  Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty  to  send  herewith  a me- 
morial from  Messrs.  Bingham  & Bush,  engineers,  proposing  to  construct,  at  their  own  cost, 
one  or  more  permanent  beacons,  or  martello  towers,  on  the  Goodwin  Sands,  by  means  of 
an  invention,  the  model  of  which  is  also  sent,  as  well  as  a plan  of  the  sands,  showing  the 
sites  they  would  select.  And  I am  to  request  you  will  favour  my  Lords  with  your  opinion 
on  the  proposal,  and  return  the  plan  to,  &c. 

ttij  t>  _ „ (signed)  John  Barrow. 

Ihe  Elder  Brethren  and  Corporation  of  Trinity. 


s,r'  Trinity  House.  London,  31  March  1841. 

letto  Xh1voSh4rd“ihe  a°“side'at‘“\  of  ‘!’e  Elder  Brethren  of  this  Corporation  tb 
SSL?1 Ri.Jl  addr<2sed  t0  them  <mder  dat<>  the  15th  instant,  enclosing  a memorial  fror 
sioners  Of  !h!  a?  u e”Smee™>  and  /»g“'fymg  the  request  of  the  Lords  Commie 
? Admiralty  to  receive  the  opinion  of  this  Board  in  respect  of  the  plan  there! 
suggested  tor  erecting  beacons  or  martello  towers  upon  the  Goodwin  Sands.  And  I hav 
"3™"  to  acquaint  you,  for  their  Lordships'  information,  that  the  Elder  Brethrei 
net™  i-  .■  mit  a,1y  opinion  in  encouragement  of  this  undertaking;  but  they  hav, 
at  t2  „J<!ctl™  f»  offer  to  the  projectors  proceeding  therewith,  and  executing  the  sanu 
rensilrT  a °St  e’,1'  &ur  fathoms  water>  "P°“  the  South  Sand  Head,  should  their  Lordship: 
consider  it  advisable  to  sanction  their  so  doing.  r 

T . _ I have,  &c. 

dir  John  Barrow,  Bart.  (signed)  J.  Serial. 


Notice  to  Mariners. — Goodwin  Sands. 

•w  . Trinity  House,  London,  29  May  1841. 

situation0'  f*veib  That  a standing  beacon  has  been  experimentally  placed  in  t 

fathoms  fmm  '?nder  described  upon  the  eastern  side  of  the  Goodwin  Sands  ; viz.  about  : 
half  acahU’o  i 6 ®,as£ernm?st  Projection  of  dry  sand  at  low-water  spring  tides,  and  abo 
into  Trinity  _ ength  from  the  point  of  dry  sand  which  forms  the  south  side  of  the  swatchw: 
y ay.  Hie  undermentioned  objects  bear  from  this  beacon  as  follows;  viz. 
Goodwin  light  vessel  - NNE  £ E. 

North  Foreland  lighthouse  - - - - NbyWjW. 

Gull  light  vessel NW^W. 

south  Foreland  high  lighthouse  - - - W by  S f S. 

Safety  beacon.  . . . . _ . S W by  W £ W. 


By  order. 


J.  Herbert,  Secretary. 


Appendix,  No.  8. 

Extract  from 
Report  of  Revenue 
Commissioners. 
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between  Mr.  Bush, 
and  the  Admiralty, 
&c. 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


Appendix,  No.  9. 

Correspondence 
between  Mr.  Bush 
and  the  Admiralty, 
&c. 


492 


APPENDIX  TO  REPORT  FROM  THE 


Extracts  from  Minutes  of  the  Board,  31  August  1841. 

k The  Deputy-Master  called  the  attention  of  the  Board  to  the  communication  received 
from  the  Board  of  Admiralty  in  March  last,  touching  the  project  of  Messrs.  Bingham  & 
Bush  for  establishing  a tower  beacon  upon  the  Goodwill  Sands,  and  stated  that  on  Tues- 
day last,  after  the  Board  had  separated,  Mr.  Bush,  accompanied  by  Captain  Bullock,  r.n., 
one  of  the  marine  surveyors  to  the  Lords  Commissioners,  had  attended,  and  represented 
that  the  Board  of  Admiralty  had  instructed  Mr.  Bush  to  apprise  us  that,  owing  to  the  in- 
sufficient size  of  the  base  of  the  beacon,  which  has  been  prepared  at  Deal,  it  cannot  be 
placed  in  tlie  situation  which  we  had  pointed  out,  viz.,  111  four  fathoms  water  upon  the  South 
Sand  Head  and  that  it  had  therefore  become  necessary  that  another  position  should,  with 
our  concurrence,  he  selected.  The  Board  having  hereupon  considered  this  subject, 

« Ordered,  That  Sir  John  Barrow  be  acquainted,  for  the  information  of  their  Lordships, 
that  we  are  of  opinion,  hut  without  thereby  intending  to  encourage  the  prosecution  of  this 
project,  that  the  situation  which,  under  this  circumstance,  may  preferably  be  selected,  is  in 
two  fathoms  water  to  the  northward  of  the  beacon  recently  placed  by  this  Corporation  upon 
the  Goodwin  Sands,  in  the  situation  described  in  the  notice  from  this  house,  dated  29tli 
May  last.” 


Notice  from  the  Trinity  House  to  Mr.  Bush. 

Trinity  House,  London,  24  September  1844. 

Whereas  by  a certain  Act  of  Parliament  of  the  8th  year  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  intituled 
“ An  Act  concerning  Sea  Marks  and  Mariners,”  and  also  by  virtue  of  divers  ancient  grants 
and  charters,  and  particularly  of  a certain  grant,  dated  the  11th  day  of  June,  m the  36th 
year  of  her  said  Majesty,  whereby  the  beaconage  and  buoyage  and  the  office  of  beaconage 
and  buoyacre  were,  upon  the  surrender  thereof  into  the  hands  of  her  Majesty  by  Charles 
Lord  Howard,  Baron  of  Effingham,  then  being  her  Majesty’s  great  admiral  of  England, 
granted  unto  the  masters,  wardens,  and  assistants  of  the  corporation  of  Trinity  House  of 
Deptford  Strond,  the  said  Corporation  is  entitled  to  erect  and  maintain  such  and  so  many 
beacons,  marks,  and  signs  for  the  sea  as  to  them  shall  seem  most  meet,  whereby  dangers 
mav  be  avoided,  and  ships  the  better  come  to  their  ports  without  perils:  And  whereas  it  has 
been  intimated  to  the  said  Corporation  of  Trinity  House  by  Mr.  William  Bush  of  Union- 
street,  Deptford,  in  the  county  of  Kent,  in  writing  under  date  the  20th  day  of  September 
instant,  that  he  has  been  engaged  for  several  months  in  erecting  on  the  Goodwin  Sands, 
lying  off  the  east  coast  of  the  county  of  Kent,  an  iron  “ column,  with  the  twofold  object  of 
fixino-  thereon  a red  light  for  the  guidance  of  mariners  and  for  boring  the  quick  sand  to 
ascertain  its  depth,  with  the.  ultimate  view  of  erecting  a more  permanent  lighthouse ; and 
further,  that  “ on  or  before  the  1st  of  November  next  he  shall  show  at  the  top  of  the  column 
« a brilliant  red  light and  whereas  the  erection  of  such  column,  and  the  exhibition  ot  a 
light  thereon,  being  an  unlawful  violation  and  infringement  of  the  power  and  authority  vested 
in  the  said  Corporation  of  Trinity  House  by  the  Act  of  Parliament  and  royal  grant  afore- 
said, the  masters,  wardens,  and  assistants  of  the  said  Corporation  do  hereby  give  notice  to 
the  said  William  Bush,  and  to  all  persons,  wovkmen,  and  others  acting  with  or  under  the 
direction  or  by  the  orders  of  the  said  William  Bush  in  erecting  the  column  before-mentioned 
and  in  exhibiting  a light  therefrom,  that  such  their  proceedings  are  unauthorized  and  lUega 
and  they  do  further  hereby  require  him  and  them  forthwith  to  desist  therefrom. 

By  command  of  the  Corporation, 

(signed)  J.  Herbert,  Secretary. 

To  William  Bush,  Esq.  Union-street,  Deptford,  Kent, 
and  all  persons  whom  it  may  concern. 


Sir,  Trinity  House,  London,  29  May  1845. 

The  Elder  Brethren  of  this  Corporation  having  had  under  consideration  the  communi- 
cation made  by  your  letter  of  the  19th  instant,  to  the  effect  that  you  had  succeede  m 
placing  on  the  Goodwin  Sand  an  iron  column,  and  permanently  fixing  the  same,  wit ^ 
three  rooms  at  the  top,  sufficient  for  the  residence  of  six  men,  and  capable  of  being  imme 
diately  converted  into  a lighthouse,  by  merely  now  fixing  a lantern  on  the  summit;  an 
thereupon  signifying  that  you  are  ready  to  enter  into  ti  treaty  with  this  Board  for  >e  u» 

I am  directed  to  acquaint  you  that  the  Elder  Brethren  do  not  deem  it.  necessaiy  at  ihia 
time  to  question  the  correctness  of  your  statement,  in  respect  to  the  probable  pennanei  > 
of  the  11-inch  pipe,  which  you  have  set  up,  and  connected  to  the  remains  of  the  wree 
your  original  caisson,  or  of  that  of  the  iron  frame-work  and  wooden  enclosure  hy  wnic 
said  pipe  is  surmounted,  or  of  its  being  readily  convertible  into  a lighthouse,  but  l ^ c ' t 
me  to  acquaint  you  that  the  exhibition  of  a light  in  the  situation  in  which  you  have^  ^ ^ 
up  the  said  pipe,  &c.,  would  prove  extremely  injurious  to  the  safety  of  shipping ; alK 
therefore  fnrther  directed  to  recall  your  attention  to  the  notice  which  was  serve  0 
hy  order  of  this  Board  in  the  month  of  September  last,  and  again  to  require  you, 
terms  of  that  notice,  to  desist  from  your  proceedings  iu  this  matter. 

I am,  &c. 

William  Bush,  Esq.  (signed)  J.  Herbert,  Sectewy. 
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To  the  Elder  Brothers  of  the  Trinity,  1845. 

Gentlemen, 

Having  been  honoured  by  a letter  from  the  Secretary  of  your  Board,  dated  29  May  1845 
from  which  it  appears  that  your  Honourable  Board  is  not  disposed  to  question  the  per- 
manence of  the  iron  column  erected  by  me  for  the  establishment  of  a light,  or  to  doubt  the 
practicability  of  applying  it  to  the  purpose  for  which  it  was  intended,  but  that  your 
Honourable  Board  object  solely  to  the  locality  of  the  said  column,  and  considered  that 
a light  so  placed  would  be  rather  injurious  than  beneficial,  I beg  to  cull  your  attention  to 
the  circumstances  under  which  I have  erected  the  column  in  the  position’ now  under  con- 
sideration. On  September  8th,  1841,  Captain  Bullock  received  instructions  from  the 
Admiralty  to  proceed  to  the  Downs,  and  to  place  the  buoy  on  that  part  of  the  sand  on 
which  the  caisson  now  stands. 

1 received  a letter,  dated  10  September  1841,  from  the  Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty 
stating  that  the  Fearless  and  Monkey  steamers  should  proceed  to  the  Downs,  so  as  to  be  in 
readiness  at  Deal  on  Tuesday  the  , to  assist  towing  the  caisson  (to  the  Goodwin 

Sands)  which  is  about  to  be  sunk  for  a foundation  for  a lighthouse.  I conformed  with 
these  orders.  Captain  Bullock  laid  the  buoy,  and  the  Monkey  and  the  Lightning  steamers 
towed  out  the  caisson  to  the  exact  situation  selected  by  the  joint  advice  of  the  Admiralty 
and  the  Trinity  Board,  as  will  appear  by  reference  to  the  plans  in  possession  of  the 
Trinity  Board  and  the  Admiralty.  1 therefore  humbly  submit,  that  after  I have  expended 
my  time  and  labour  on  this  national  undertaking,  with’ the  sanction  and  co-operation  of  the 
Admiralty,  and  with  the  full  cognizance  of  the  Trinity  Board,  it  will  now  be  a case  of  the 
greatest  hardship  if  the  Honourable  Board  shall  pass  an  interdict  condemning  the  struc- 
ture on  the  ground  that  its  locality  is  not  advantageously  chosen  ■ and  I consider  that 
your  Honourable  Board  should  have  interposed  during  the  progressing  of  the  work, 
and  have  placed  a veto  at  once  on  the  execution  of  it,  rather  than  allow  me  to  exhaust 
my  resources  on  a project  which  you  intended  at  once  to  crush  and  condemn,  after  it  was 
sufficiently  matured  to  be  brought  into  operation. 

I am,  &c. 

(signed)  FT.  Busk,  C.  E. 


Sir*  Trinity  House,  London,  & June  1845. 

I am  directed  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  2d  instant,  and  to  ac- 
quaint you  that  the  same  has  been  laid  before  the  Board. 

In  this  lettev  you  state,  First,  That  it  appears  from  mine  of  the  29th  ult.  “ that  this  Board  is. 
not  disposed  to  question  the  permanence  of  the.  iron  column  erected  by  you  for  the  esta- 
blishment of  a light,  or  to  doubt  the  practicability  of  applying  it  to  the  purpose  for  which  it 
was  intended.” 

Second,  That  the  Government  steamers,  “ Monkey  ” and  “ Lightning”  “ towed  out  the 
caisson  to  the  exact  situation  selected  by  the  joint  advice  of  the  Admiralty  and  this  Board.” 
Third,  That  you  have  “ expended  your  time,  labour,  and  property  in  this  matter,  with  the 
V ^Snizance  of  this  Board,”  and  that  “ it  will  now  be  a case  of  the  greatest  hardship”  if 
this  Corporation  “ pass  an  interdict  condemning  the  structure  on  the  ground  that  its  locality 
is  not  advantageously  chosen  ;”  and 

Fourth,  That  this  Board  should  rather  have  interposed  during  the  progressing  of  the  work,, 
and  have  placed  a veto  at  once  on  the  execution  of  it.” 

Upon  these  most  erroneous  statements,  the  Board  directs  me  to  remark,  as  regards  the 
fust,  that  the  words  used  in  my  letier  are,  ihat  the  “ Elder  Brethren  do  not  deem  it  necessary 
at  this  time  to  question,”  &c.  and  that  this  expression  is  not  in  any  manner  open  to  the  con- 
struction which  you  have  chosen  to  give  it ; but,  on  the  contrary,  evidently  conveys  a meaning 
entirely  at  variance  with  that  construction.  As  regards  the  second  statements,  I am  directed  to 
■contradict,  in  the  most  express  terms,  your  assertion  that  this  Board  was  a party  to  the 
caisson  being  placed  in  the  situation  in  which  the  wreck  of  it  now  lies. 

On  the  third  statement  made  by  you,  I am  directed  distinctly  to  state,  that  your  proceed* 
ngs  in  this  matter,  from  the  time  when  your  proposed  measures  were  first  brought  under 
e notice  of  the  Elder  Brethren,  have  never  received  encouragement  from  this  Board  ; and 
n respect  to  your  remarks  made  under  the  fourth  head,  I am  to  observe,  that  the  course 
su  say  t*1's  Corporation  should  have  adopted  is  precisely  that  which  they  have  pur- 

and  ’ • r ^ ^ie  wr‘tten  notice  which  was  served  upon  you  in  the  month  of  September  last,. 

■ a§aijb  by  the  communication  made  to  you,  verbally,  by  the  deputy  master,  at  your  inter- 
ew  mth  this  Board  on  the  1st  October  last,  when,  in  reply  to  your  inquiry  whether  you 
• J» 1 permitted  10  proceed  with  the  work,  with  the  view  of  exhibiting  a light,  he  distinctly 
ormed  you  “ that  the  Corporation  would  not  permit  you  so  to  do.  ” 

I am,  8cc. 

• Bush,  Esq.  (signed)  J.  Herbert. 


Appendix,  No.  9, 

Correspondence 
between  Mr.  Bush 
and  the  Admiralty 
&c. 
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LETTER  from  Captain  Frederick  Bullock,  R.  n.  to  J.  Herbert,  Esq. 


Correspondence 
between  Mr.  Bush 
and  The  Admiralty, 
&c. 


Her  Majesty’s  Steamer  Porcupine, 

Dear  Sir,  Ramsgate,  g July,  1845. 

I DEEM  it  a part  of  my  duty  to  acquaint  you,  for  the  information  of  the  Deputy-master 
and  Elder  Brethren  of  the  Trinity  Board,  that  on  Thursday  last  we  observed  two  brigs 
standing  towards  the  Goodwin,  the  northernmost  of  which  we  had  the  good  fortune  to 
save,  by  anchoring  her  in  safety  in  Trinity  Bay ; the  other,  her  consort,  seeing  the  manoeuvre, 
hauled  across  the  sand,  and  escaped  also.  It  appears  from  the  evidence  of  the  master  and 
crew  of  tlie  brig,  that  they  had  left  Havre  the  previous  day,  and  upon  rounding  the  South 
Foreland  had  mistaken  Mr.  Bush’s  column  or  light  for  all  nations  (which  has  the  appear- 
ance of  a beacon)  for  the  Trinity  beacon  on  the  north-east  part,  of  the  Goodwin,  and  sup- 
posed, in  passing  to  the  northward,  that  they  were  clear  of  all  danger. 
v I have  since  been  to  the  South  Sand  Head,  and  marked  the  extreme  liability  to  make 
such  a mistake ; and  the  verification  of  this  fact  induces  me  to  recommend,  should  this 
column  be  allowed  to  remain,  that  a public  notification  be  addressed  to  the  maritime 
world,  giving  warning  of  its  dangerous  position,  and  plain  directions  for  avoiding  it; 
otherwise,  it  will  one  day  or  other  be  the  cause  of  some  fatal  occurrence. 

There  was  a chart  on  board  the  brig  (French),  with  the  Trinity  beacon  marked  upon  it; 
but  no  one  on  board  had  any  knowledge  of  Mr.  Bush’s  project. 

I have,  &c. 

(signed)  Frederick  Bullock,  Captain. 


LETTER  from  W.  A.  B.  Hamilton,  Esq.  to  Joseph  Hume,  Esq.  m.p. 

§jr  Admiralty,  8 July  1845. 

In  reply  to  your  letter  of  yesterday,  I am  commanded  by  my  Lords  Commissioners  of 
the  Admiralty  to  send  you  herewith  a copy  of  a reply  sent  to  a petition  from  Messrs. 
Bingham  and  Bush,  in  March  1841,  relative  to  their  proposed  lighthouse  on  the  Goodwin 
Sanas  • but  there  is  no  trace  of  any  permission  to  them  to  erect  such  a light  or  beacon  if 
the  Commissioners  of  Woods  and  Forests  had  no  objection. 

I am,  &c. 

(signed)  W.  A.  B.  Hamilton, 


LETTER  from  J.  Herbert,  Esq.  to  William  Bush,  Esq. 


gjr  Trinity  House,  London,  9 July  1845. 

It  having  been  officially  communicated  to  this  Board  that  on  Thursday  last,  two  brigs 
were  observed  standing  towards  the  Goodwin  Sand,  and  that  they  were  saved  from  the 
danger  to  which  they  were  exposed,  by  the  intervention  of  Captain  Bullock,  m Her 
Majesty’s  steamer  Porcupine,  I am  directed  to  acquaint  you  therewith and  to _ inform 
you  that  it  appears  from  the  evidence  of  the  master  and  crew  of  one  of  the  said  brigs,  as 
reported  to  this  Board,  that  upon  rounding  the  South  Foreland  they  had  mistaken  the 
surmounted  shaft  which  you  have  set  up,  for  the  beacon  placed  by  this  Corporation  on 
the  north-east  part  of  the  Goodwin.  . . . 

Under  these  circumstances,  and  having  regard  also  to  the  notice  and  other  intimation 
which  you  have  received  from  them  upon  the  subject  of  your  proceedings  at  the  Goodwin, 
the  Corporation  deem  it  imperative  on  them,  with  the  object  of  preventing  the  loss  of  lives 
and  property  which  might  result  from  similar  mistakes,  to  require  you  immediately  to  taxe 
down  and  remove  the  shaft,  &c.  which  you  have  set  up. 


I am,  &c. 

(signed)  J.  Herbert. 


PAPERS  delivered  in  by  Mr.  Bush,  7 July  1845. 


To  the  Right  honourable  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty. 

The  humble  Memorial  of  Henry  Cories  Bingham,  Esq.  of  Dover,  and  Willmm  B 
Civil  Engineer,  of  Deptford. 

Showetb,  , f/ll,nj|ltjons  for 

That  the  said  William  Bush  is  the  patentee  of  an  invention,  by  which 
buildings  and  other  erections  can  be  safely  and  effectually  made  under  water.  . ^ one 

That  your  memorialists  propose  that  your  Lordships  will  permit  them  0 tenns 

or  more  permanent  beacons  or  martello  towers  upon  the  Goodwin  Sands,  up  alid 
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and  arrangements  as  may  be  agreed  upon,  according 
accompanying  this  memorial. 

And  your  memorialists  will  ever  pray,  &c. 


to  the  basis  of  the  memorandum 


55,  King  William-street,  London  Bridge, 
4 March  1841. 


(signed)  Henry  Cories  Bingham. 
William  Bush. 


Appendix,  No.  9. 

Correspondence 
between  Mr.  Bush 
and  the  Admiralty, 
&c. 


Gentlemen,  Admiralty,  6 March  1841 

I bate  received  arid  laid  before  my  Lords  Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty  your  memo- 
rial dated  4th 1 instant,  proposing  to  construct  permanent  beacons  or  marteUo  towers  upon 
ibe  Gooowin  Sands,  and  I am  commanded  by  their  Lordship,  to  acquaint  you  that  Xv 
do  not  contemplate  any  operations  of  this  nature.  J J 11 


Messrs.  Bingham  & Bush, 
55,  King  William-street,  City. 


I am,  &c. 

(signed)  J.  Barrow. 


To  the  Right  honourable  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty. 

The  humble  Memorial  of  Henry  Cories  Bingham,  Esq.  of  Dover,  and  William  Bush 
Civil  Engineer,  of  Deptford.  * 

Showeth, 

That  the  said  William  Bush  is  the  patentee  of  an  invention,  by  which  foundations  for 
buildings  and  other  erections  can  be  safely  and  effectually  made  underwater 

That  your  memorialists  propose  that  your  Lordships  will  permit  them  to'construct  one 
or  more  permanent  beacons  or  marteUo  towers  upon  the  Goodwin  Sands,  for  the  safetv  of 
life  and  property  at  their  own  sole  expense;  the  drawings,  plans,  and  models  are  with  the 
hydrograplier  of  the  Admiralty.  ine 

And  your  memorialists  will  ever  pray,  &c. 

n M , «„ , (signed)  Henry  Cories  Bingham. 

9 March  1841.  William  Bush. 


i„S'l„,  , Admiralty,  10  September  1841. 

ill  return  10  your  memorial  of  this  day's  date,  I am  commanded  by  my  Lords  Com- 
missioners  of  the  Admiralty  to  acquaint  you  that  the  Fearless  and  Monkey  steam-vessels 
have  b.en  ordered  to  proceed  to  the  Downs,  so  as  to  be  in  readiness  al  Deal  on  Tnesdav 
t0  the  e-W  *■*."«*  h about  ,0  b-e 


Mr.  William  Bush,  Civil  Engineer, 
5,  King  William-sireet,  London-bridge. 


I am,  &c. 

(signed)  Sidney  Herbert. 


g.  Her  Majesty’s  Steam-vessel  Fearless, 

n.  ’ „ . Ramsgate,  12  Oct.  1841. 

and  p ■Y,I,°ET  dj“7S  10,  Y”0"'  vv,ha‘  are  y°m  int<!n“ona  relative  to  the  caisson, 

no  whether  it  will  be  ready  for  lakmg  to  the  Goodwin  these  spring-tides. 

also  "dir  .a  r?n.nithw 1 T’  a,”d  Wil1  a?  “p0n  my  .fo™er  10  aas:st  J0”  i and  I will 
assure  me  itCwSn  W“ll,n8t<>”  t0  a,d  1116  ">  “™ng  “ to  >*»  position,  provided  you  can 
W1“  pe  n0  longer  dangerous  to  do  so.  J 

if  not  h.’.YIUllfr  i'S  mod?r;te  1 wil1  communicate  wilh  you  and  Captain  Boys  to-morrow, 
, be  so  good  as  to  inform  me  of  your  plans  of  operation  by  post. 

I am,  &c. 

(signed)  Frederick  Bullock,  Captain  R.N. 


Mr  Wit  , , . „ t>  Royal  Hotel,  Deal,  16  May  1842. 

Captain  ®USH  Presents  compliments  to  Captain  Bullock,  R.N.,  and  having  seen 

nonh  caliner  if  tK  hriW1!  {<*1.  exceedingly  obliged  if  he  will  replace  the  buoy  upon  the 
Mr.  Bu8hP»ni 1 t”,Poodw,I1»  “ on(f  fathom  water,  before  the  24th  instant,  at  which  time 
tion  is  mu  .1  '.f,  Uy  Prepared  to  float  the  caisson  to  its  destined  site.  This  communica- 
ls  macie  at  the  suggestion  of  Captain  Beaufort. 


Sir, 

I am  this  rlcrtw  r , Trinity  House,  London,  20  December  J842. 

Board,  I have"  W.  ®?eiPt  of  your  letter  (without  date),  and  having  laid  the  same  before  the 
19th  of  Jnlv  1 ft  Oft  0>  tec  ted  to  acquaint  you  that  it  appears  you  attended  the  Board  on  the 
0.36.  ^ ’ and  su emitted  a model  descriptive  of  a method  by  which  you  proposed 

3 Q 4 to 
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to  erect  beacons  upon  sand  banks,  and  permission  was  then  given  you  to  send  in  an  estimate 
of  the  cost  of  making  such  erection  ; and  it  further  appears  that  you  accordingly  again 
attended  on  the  23d  of  August  1836,  and  submitted  further  plans  in  relation  thereto,  with 
an  estimate  of  the  cost  of  erecting  the  building  111  such  situations,  amounting-  to  the  sum  of 
7o  000  1 . whereupon  you  were  informed  by  letter,  bearing  date  the  25th  of  August  3836, 
that  this  corporation  did  not  entertain  any  intention  of  adopting  your  plan. 

I am,  &c. 

Mr.  William  Bush.  (signed)  J.  Herbert. 


gir  Admiralty,  21  June  1845. 

I have  laid  before  my  Lords  Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty  your  letter  of  the  20th 
ultimo  requesting  that  an  engineer  may  be  sent  to  examine  the  iron  column  you  have 
placed  on  the  Goodwin  Sands,  after  which  you  state  that  you  will  be  prepared  to  enter 
into  ar.y  arrangement  that  their  Lordships  may  think  proper  in  conformity  with  your 
former  agreement,  before  you  commence  building  your  caisson,  and  I am  to  request  you 
will  state° the  nature  of  the  agreement  to  which  you  refer. 

I am,  &c. 

Mr.  W.  Bush,  (signed)  W.  A.  B.  Hamilton . 

Union-street,  Deptford. 
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CORRESPONDENCE  between  the  Admiralty  and  the  Trinity  with  respect  to 
Captain  Washington’s  Reports  on  the  State  of  the  East  Coast  of  England. 

(!■) 

gjr  Admiralty,  10  June  1845. 

With  reference  to  your  letter  of  the  22d  May  last,  1 have  it  in  command  from  uiy  Lords 
Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty  to  transmit  to  you  herewith  copies  of  the  correspondence 
between  this  department  and  the  Trinity  with  respect  to  Captain  Washingtons  Reports  on 
the  State  of  the  East  Coast  of  England  ; as  also  a return  of  the  expenses  of  the  Bembnuge 
Light  for  each  year,  for  the  last  ten  years  before  it  was  turned  over  to  the  Trinity  House. 

I am,  See. 


Joseph  Hume,  Esq.  Sic.  &c.  See.  m.p.. 
Chairman  of  Select  Committee  on  Lighthouses, 
Houses  of  Commons. 


(signed)  II.  Cony. 


(2.) 

Sir,  Trinity  House,  London,  8 January  1845. 

I have  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  24th  ultimo,  signifying 
that  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty,  having  had  under  their  consideration  me 
late  shipwreck  of  the  Hero,  at  Harwich,  had  called  the  attention  of  the  officer  in  c s 
of  the  surveys  on  the  coast  of  Essex,  &c.  to  the  subject,  and  transmitting,  by  their  loiu- 
ships’  desire,  for  the  information  of  the  Elder  Brethren  of  this  corporation,  an  ex  iac  . 
his  Report,  and  thereupon  requesting  that  the  early  attention  of  the  Brethren  may  be 
to  the  position  of  the  lights  at  Harwich. 

In  accordance  with  their  Lordships’  desire,  the  subject  has  been  brought  under  the 
Board’s  consideration,  and  I am  directed  to  remark,  for  their  Lordships’  mforma  ton, 
the  attention  of  the  Elder  Brethren  is  constantly  directed  to  the  positions  of  the  hg 
and  light  vessels  on  the  various  parts  of  the  coasts  of  the  kingdom,  and  the  resu 
which  they  have  long  since  bestowed  on  the  positions  of  the  lighthouses  at  Harm  > ^ 
not  induced  them  to  entertain  an  opinion  that  they  can,  under  existing  circums  a”  . , 
advantageously  altered;  an  opiniou  in  which  Captain  Washington,  in  the  above-m 
Report,  appears  entirely  to  concur.  The  purpose  of  the  lights  in  their  present  post 
lead  through  the  Narrows,  between  the  Andrew  and  Ridge,  to  a spacious  and  sate  . ^ 

jn  the  Rolling  Grounds,  the  access  to  which  is  now  greatly  facilitated  by  the  ig  t_ 
Cork  Ledge,  and  beyond  which  no  vessel  of  any  size  should  attempt  to  pr°c®®  ‘ ‘ 1 ? 
time,  unless  the  weather  be  fine  and  the  person  in  charge  well  acquainted  wit  1 
tion,  as  the  entrance  to  the  harbour  has  of  late  years  been  very  much  narroive  y ^ 
shingle  having  grown  up  over  the  best  part  of  the  channel,  so  that  the  beach  ia®  ‘ 
itself  more  than  500  yards  in  a westerly  direction  in  the  course  of  the  last  40  ye* 

From  these  considerations  the  Elder  Brethren  entertain  great  doubt,  of  ^ie,exjj|e  „,ea- 
of  inducing  vessels  to  seek  for  shelter  in  Harwich  Harbour  in  the  night-time  j tjie 
sure  proposed  by  Captain  Washington,  viz.  “ a small,  low  dark-red  light  p a 
extreme  of  the  beach  point.”  In 
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In  the  consideration  which  the  Elder  Brethren  learn  from  your  letter  their  Lordships 
have  given  to  the  shipwreck  in  question,  they  will  probably  have  been  informed  that  the 
Hero  had  no  pilot  on  board,  and  it  will  not  have  escaped  their  Lordships’  observation,  that 
the  spot  on  which  she  was  lost  shows  that  the  persons  in  charge  must  have  been  ignorant 
of,  or  otherwise  disregarding,  the  instructions  contained  in  the  notice  issued  from  this 
house  in  January  1843,  for  using  the  Harwich  lights,  because  at  the  spot  where  the 
vessel  ran  on  the  beach  the  high  light  must  have  been  open  to  the  eastward  of  the  low 
light,  whereas  it  should,  as  directed  in  the  notice,  have  been  kept  well  open  in  the  opposite 
direction.  The  occurrence  must,  therefore,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Elder  Brethren,  have 
resulted  from  ignorance  or  other  cause,  but  cannot  be  attributed  to  the  position  of  the 
lighthouses. 

''The  observation  contained  in  the  concluding  paragraph  of  Captain  Washington’s  Report 
appears  to  the  Elder  Brethren  to  he  irrelevant  to  the  subject,  and  is  besides  incorrect 
inasmuch  as  100/.  per  annum,  would  not  suffice  to  pay  the  wages  of  two  men  who  would 
he  necessary  to  attend,  in  order  to  preserve  a constant  watch  in  the  light-room  during  the 
night;  and  with  respect  to  the  revenue  of  the  Harwich  lights,  their  Lordships  will  “find 
on  reference  to  the  accounts  of  the  corporation,  which  are  annually  laid  before  Parliament' 
that  the  excess  is  much  less  than  that  stated  by  Captain  Washington,  and  that  out  of  the 
light  dues  generally  the  corporation  have  to  provide  for  the  interest  and  repayment  of 
nearly  a million  of  money,  borrowed  to  purchase  these  and  many  other  lights,  pursuant  to 
the  provisions  of  the  Act  6 & 7 Will.  4,  c.  79.  There  is  no  question  that  the  revenue 
derived  from  these  particular  lighthouses  affords  ample  means  for  providing  and  maintain- 
ing the  suggested  appendage  at  the  Beach  Point ; and  the  Elder  Brethren  beg  that  it  may 
be  distinctly  understood  that  they  have  not  been  influenced  in  any  manner  by  the  consi- 
deration of  expense,  in  the  view  which  they  have  taken  of  this  question,  and  they  trust 
that  their  Lordships  are  not  uninformed  of  various  instances  in  which  this  corporation 
has  not  allowed  that  consideration  to  interfere  with  the  accomplishment  of  works  which; 
have  not  been  of  questionable  utility. 


Sir  John  Barrow,  Bart.  Secretary,  Admiralty. 


(signed)  J.  Herbert. 


(3.) 

S'r»  Admiralty,  g January  1845. 

I am  commanded  by  my  Lords  Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty  to  transmit  to  you 
the  enclosed  copy  of  a letter  from  the  corporation  of  the  Trinity  House,  relative  to  your 
Report  on  the  subject  of  Harwich  Harbour,  which  had  been  sent  to  them  by  their  Lordships’’ 
order,  and  to  desire  that  you  will  furnish  me,  for  their  Lordships’  information,  with  such 
further  observations  on  the  subject  as  you  may  have  to  offer. 

I am,  &c. 

r,  . ,lT  , . . „ (signed)  F.  Beaufort,  Hydrographer. 

Captain  Washington,  H.  M.  S.  Blazer. 


Sir, 


(4.) 


H.  M.  S.  Blazer,  Harwich,  17  January  1845. 

In  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  gtli,  inclosing  a copy  of  a letter  from  the  Secretary  to  the 
orporation  of  the  Trinity,  relative  to  Harwich  Harbour,  and  directing  me  to  furnish  you 
as  ,lSUC“  j urt^er  observations  on  the  subject  as  I may  have  to  offer,  I beg  to  state  that, 
“d  ^ material  parts  of  that  letter  bearing  upon  the  question  at  issue,  consist  of 
than11  tS  aD°  “ 0P'n?°.ns>”  I can  do  no  more,  with  every  deference  to  the  Trinity  Board, 
f re-assei  t my  opinion  and  conviction  that  the  temporary  remedy  I have  recommended 
thediL  * .,.<*8rk  red  light  placed  at  the  extreme  of  Landguard  Beach,  for  obviating 

nra  "T*  fr°m  ^ie  1‘ghts  in  one  leading  on  to  the  point,  is  the  simplest  and  most 

g|a  'Ca,, e °.j  any  1 have  yet  heard  suggested ; and  I may  add  that  the  master  of  the 
th.c  !’*■  6 P1  ots  whom  I have  consulted,  and  the  commanders  of  the  revenue  cruizers  on 
mis  station  agree  with  me  in  this  opinion. 

remark* 6 Secretary  of  the  Trinity  Board,  in  his  letter,  has  permitted  himself  to  make  some 
«;r  1 8 0|' Lordships’  information,  in  which  he  is  pleased  to  speak  of  my  opinion  as 
maw  k Va,“  ’ a.  to  caH  *n  question  the  “correctness  of  my  statements,”  1 trust  that  I 
*ay  be  allowed  to  offer  a few  observations  in  reply. 

The  Trinity  letter  says — 

litrhthn  The1.at‘enti°n  °f  die  Elder  Brethren  is  constantly  directed  to  the  position  of  th  e 
As  _USeS’  veSsels,  &c.  on  the  various  parts  of  the  coast  of  the  kingdom.” 

Elder  statement  this,  no  doubt,  is  true;  but  if  it  is  intended  to  imply  that  the 

°ur  sh  *e  rCn  suc^  altention  to  the  changes  in  the  shoals  and  sand  banks  that  line 
Position^8’ HS  ena^e  them  to  place  their  light  vessels,  beacons,  and  buoys  in  the  best 
roadstead  °F  that  have  sua“  a knowledge  of  the  different  channels,  harbours,  and 
of  am,  as  to  enable  them  to  judge  at  once  and  off-hand  of  the  propriety,  or  contrary, 
a°y  change  that  may  be  recommended, -I  deny  it  entirely. 

*3  * 3 R ^ 
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If  so,  how  is  it  that  in  1841,  on  our  first  coming  here,  we  found  Harwich  Harbour  (with 
a Trinity  agent  resident  on  the  spot)  in  the  neglected  state  in  which  it  was?  How  is  it 
that  there  was  but  one  buoy  to  mark  five  dangerous  shoals  ; a conspicuous  Trinity  beacon 
erected  that  leads  directly  on  to  a sand  bank;  no  light  vessel  to  lead  up  to  the  entrance;— 
all  of  which  has  been  set  right  since  this  neglect  has  been  repeatedly  complained  of  in  my 
letters  to  their  Lordships  and  yourself.  . 

Again,  how  is  it  that  not  a word  was  known  by  the  Trinity  Board  of  a new  and  better 
channel  into  Lowestoft  Roads  until  pointed  out  to  them  by  the  Admiralty?  What  was 
known  of  the  recent  changes  in  the  Yarmouth  Sands ; of  the  extension  of  the  Scroby  Sand; 
of  the  alteration  in  tVie  Cockle ; of  the  disappearance  of  the  Sea  Heads  ; the  decrease  in  the 
Nevvarp ; the  change  in  the  Cross  Sand  till  attention  was  called  to  it  by  the  Admiralty? 
And  why  was  the  placing  of  the  Cockle  Gat  light  vessel  at  the  northern  entrance  of  Yar- 
mouth Roads  resisted  (even  after  the  wreck  of  nine  vessels  in  one  night  in  1823*  for  want 
of  it)  till  the  very  daily  journals  cried  out  shame  ? 

What,  again,  was  known  of  the  change  of  place  of  the  Brake  Sand,  a change  going  on 
for  the  last  20  years  in  the  frequented  thoroughfare  of  the  Downs?  And  how  difficult  was 
it  to  induce  the  Trinity  Board  to  believe  it  or  to  alter  their  buoys  till  they  were  taken  to  the 
spot  by  the  Admiralty  surveyor  on  that  station?  What  proved  to  be  the  state  of  the 
“ Five  Fathom  Channel”  about  three  years  ago,  when  examined  by  the  Admiralty  surveyor, 
and  when  it  was  found  that  all  the  buoys  and  beacons  must  be  laid  afresh? 

I need  not  here  allude  to  the  position  of  the  Swin  middle  light ; the  buoys  of  the  Spit- 
way and  Wallet ; the  single  white  buoy  of  the  Shipwash  to  mark  a sand  seven  miles  long, 
one  of  the  most  dangerous  in  the  North  Sea ; the  Leman  and  Omer  light  vessel,  five  miles 
distant  from  the  most  dangerous  part  of  the  shoal ; the  necessity  of  proper  beacons  on  the 
“ Tongue”  and  “ Shingles,”  and  of  buoys  in  Prince’s  Channel  at  the  entrance  of  the  Thames, 
(and  for  want  of  which  H.  M.  S.  Howe'  was  detained  nearly  a fortnight  in  Sand  Pan  Hole). 
Why,  too,  should  not  the  south  channel  of  the  Thames  be  lighted,  either  the  Prince’s  or 
the  Queen’s  Channel  ? The  present  steam  traffic  of  the  country  has  a right  to  demand  it. 
Further  north,  why  should  there  not  be  a buoy  to  mark  the  Flamborough  Head  Ledge, 
Filey  Brigg,  and  Whitby  Scar,  where  repeated  wrecks  occur  for  want  of  them?  And  still 
more  important,  the  Faru  leading  lights  to  lead  between  two  dangerous  shoals,  the  Gold- 
stone  and  the  Plough,  which  are  less  than  one  cable’s  length  apart,  whereas  the  Megstone 
is  placed  as  if  on  purpose  for  the  low  light,  at  a mile  distant,  and  would  form  a quick  and 
excellent  mark.  Let  us  take  warning  by  the  wreck  of  the  Pegasus. 

These  instances  have  occurred  under  my  own  eyes  in  about  200  miles  of  coast.  It  can- 
not then  he  thought  very  unreasonable  if  we  receive  with  great  caution  the  assertion,  that 
the  “ attention  of  the  Elder  Brethren  is  constantly  directed  to  similar  points,”  or  if  we  are 
to  believe  this,  to  doubt  the  competency  of  such  a Board  to  superintend  the  important 
task  they  have  undertaken.  . ... 

2dly.  The  Elder  Brethren  entertain  great  doubts  of  the  expediency  of  inducing  vessels 
to  seek  shelter  in  Harwich  Harbour  in  the  night-time  by  the  measure  proposed  by  Captain 
Washington.  . TT  . , 

Captain  Washington  never  thought  of  inducing  vessels  to  run  for  Harwich  Harbour  by 
night;  but  knowing  full  well,  from  the  experience  of  the  past  four  years,  that  light  colliers 
do  run  by  hundreds  into  the  harbour  by  night,  and  will  continue  to  do  so  in  easterly  gales, 
at  any  risk,  as  long  as  there  is  a good  harbour  to  run  for,  he  proposed  the  remedy  whicu 
seemed  to  him  the  simplest  and  most  easy  to  prevent  their  running  on  to  an  unsuspecte 
danger,  and  to  which  the  existing  leading  lights  invite  them. 

3diy.  Their  Lordships  will  probably  have  been  informed  that  the  Hero  had  no  pilot  on 
board.  . 

Their  Lordships  could  hardly  require  to  be  informed  that  a regular  London  and  Amster- 
dam trader,  had  no  pilot  but  her  own  master  on  board,  nor  have  any  of  the  colliers  1a 
trade  between  London  and  Shields  any  other;  and  it  is  as  well  for  their  safety  tna  ey 
have  not,  as  the  last  vessel  lost  on  Landguard  Beach  was  a Danish  schooner,  with  a ^an 
pilot  on  board  from  Lowestoft;  and  the  printed  statement  sent  me  by  their  Lords  ips 
report  upon,  asserts  that  this  man  is  still  a Trinity  pilot,  and  may  lake  charge  of  a large  an 
valuable  ship  to-morrow.  Whether  this  is  so  now  or  not,  I have  no  means  ot knowing T- 
4thly.  The  person  in  charge  of  the  Hero  must  have  been  ignorant  of  the  Irinity  no 
issued  in  January  1843.  , . . .. 

Most  likely  he  was  ignorant  of  it,  and  so  are  nine-tenths  of  the  masters  of  vessels  tna  r 
along  our  coast;  it  is  become  a bye-word,  “Who  reads  a Trinity  notice  1”  "What  meu-ns,^ 
taken  to  insure  their  being  read  or  even  received  on  board  ? The  notices,  are*  hetber 
sent  to  the  several  custom-houses,  and  posted  up  in  some  conspicuous  place,  but  w 
they  are  used  or  not  is  left  to  chance.  , .i,e 

In  a point  where  the  safety  of  a ship  and  the  lives  of  all  on  board  may  depend  °P° 
knowledge  of  any  change  of  lights  or  buoys,  why  should  not  every  master  or  a m ^ 
vessel,  or  his  ageut  for  him,  be  obliged  to  sign  at  the  custom-house  that  he  nas  re  ^ 
every  Trinity  House  notice  that  concerns  him,  before  he  gets  his  clearance,  as  is  on 
other  papers  of  far  less  importance.  j ffiay 


* And  of  33  vessels,  with  nearly  all  their  crews,  in  the  dreadful  gale  of  3lst  Oc^°^er  ,7^9‘ 
t I have  since  heard  that  he  lias  been  superannuated. 
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I may  mention  two  cases,  quite  in  point,  which  have  lately  occurred  under  my  own 
eves.  ‘Having  taken  great  interest  in  getting  the  Cockle  Gat  light  vessel  placed,  I was 
much  concerned  when,  only  a few  weeks  after,  I found  a vessel  had  run  ashore  at  the 
north  end  of  the  Scroby  Sand,  and  immediately  instituted  an  inquiry  into  the  circumstances 
of  the  case,  when  it  appeared  that  the  master,  although  the  notice  had  been  issued  three 
months  previous,  had  only  known  from  hearsay  that  such  a light  was  placed,  but  did  not 
know  exactly  where.  The  mate  had  seen  the  notice  stuck  up  and  had  read  it,  but  did  not 
recollect  whether  the  light  was  to  be  left  to  the  starboard  or  port  side  in  coming  up  ; un- 
luckily he  decided  wrong  and  left  it  to  starboard,  and  before  he  could  round  to  and  haul 
up  into  Yarmouth  Roads  the  flood  tide  carried  him  up  at  the  back  of  the  Scroby,  and  in 
crossing  the  head  of  the  sand  he  ran  ashore  and  his  vessel  was  lost.  This  it  may  be  said 
was  an  ignorant  coaster. 

I will  cite  another  case.  In  conversation  with  the  captain  of  one  of  the  large  Dundee 
and  London  steamers  a short  time  since,  I asked,  “ How  do  you  like  the  new  position  of  the 
Newarp  light  vessel?”  “What  new  position?”  “Do  you  not  know,”  I replied,  “ that  the 
Newarp  Float  has  been  moved  out  to  the  eastward  upwards  of  a mile,  nearly  six  weeks 
since,  and  that  a Trinity  notice  to  that  effect  was  issued  three  months  ago?”  “Never 
heard  a word  about  it.  Sir,  and  I have  passed  the  vessel  up  and  down  every  week  during 
the  whole  of  last  winter.” 

I think  these  two  cases  are  sufficient  to  show  that  the  present  mode  of  issuing  Trinity 
notices  is  far  from  efficient. 

5thly.  The  observation  contained  in  Captain  Washington’s  concluding  paragraph  (namely, 
that  a light  such  as  proposed  would  not  cost  loo  l.  a year,  whereas  the  revenue  derived 
from  the  Harwich  lights  was  upwards  of  13,000/.  a year)  is  irrelevant  10  the  subject, 
and  is  besides  incorrect. 

How  the  estimate  of  the  expense  of  a proposed  light  can  be  irrelevant  to  the  subject 
I do  not  understand ; that  the  estimate  of  100  l.  for  keeping  up  such  a light  as  I pro- 
posed  is  incorrect,  1 distinctly  deny.  Although  my  letter  only  mentions  a “ small,  low,  red 
light,”  yet  in  conversation  with  five  of  the  Elder  Brethren  at  once,  on  the  spot,  and  at 
other  times  with  individuals  I have  always  mentioned, a “lamp  post  with  a carriage 
lamp ’’and  thick  patent  candle,  such  as  our  steamers  now  use  for  their  paddle-box 
lights ; and  the  Trinity  Board  could  not  have  been  ignorant  that  this  is  all  I asked  for 
as  a temporary  measure  to  mark  the  obstruction  in  a similar  manner  to  that  in  which 
obstructions  are  usually  marked  in  a thoroughfare. 

With  respect  to  the  revenue  of  the  Harwich  lights,  I only  quoted  what  was  asserted  in 
the  printed  statement  sent  me  by  their  Lordships;  1 am  not  therefore  answerable  for  its 
correctness.  I have  not  the  Parliamentary  Returns  at  hand,  and  it  may  be  that  the  gross 
amount  of  the  revenue  is  stated  instead  of  the  net;  but,  as  far  as  it  affects  the  argument,  the 
difference  is  unimportant. 

In  conclusion  I have  only  to  say,  that  on  reconsidering  the  question  after  a lapse  of 
three  months,  and  on  resurveying  the  spot  on  my  return  here  in  April,  I am  stilt  of 
opinion  that  the  temporary  measure  I have  proposed  is  the  simplest,  most  economical, 
and  the  best  remedy  that  can  be  adopted. 

I cannot  approve  of  the  proposal  I have  heard  mentioned  for  moving  the  low  light  to 
Landguard  Point,  as  it  is  wanted  in  its  present  place,  not  only  for  leading  up  between  the 
“Andrews”  and  the  “Ridge”  outside,  but  also  for  keeping  ships  clear  of  the  Cliff  Foot 
Rock  inside,  after  they  have  rounded  Landguard  Point,  and  for  leading  them  up  to  the 
Altar  Buoy. 

The  measure,  too,  is  most  likely  only  temporary,  as,  if  the  proposed  deepening  of  Harwich 
Harbour  be  carried  into  effect,  it  is  probable  that  the  beach  end  will  go  away  sufficiently 
to  cause  the  light  in  one  to  lead  again  into  safety,  instead  of  running  a ship  into  danger, 
as  they  inevitably  must  do  if  the  harbour  is  left  in  its  present  state. 

I am,  &c. 


Captain  Beaufort,  r.  N.,  r.  r.  s. 
Hydrographer. 


(signed)  John  Washington,  Captain. 


P-S.  I beg  to  apologise  for  my  delay  in  sending  this  letter;  the  first  part  of  it  was 
written  three  months  ago;  since  that  the  duties  connected  with  refitting  the  ship,  my 
engagements  at  Dovor  during  the  winter,  the  preparing  for  the  Harbour  Commission,  and 
a conviction  that  nothing  I could  write  would  alter  the  decision  of  the  Trinity  Board, 
have  caused  it  to  remain  unfinished  until  now. 

H.  M.  S.  Blazer,  Harwich,  10  May  1845. 
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Her  Majesty’s  Ship  Shearwater, 

My  dear  Sir,  Harwich,  9 Nov.  1842. 

The  Trinity  Board,  as  you  are  aware,  with  their  usual  consideration  for  the  benefit  of 
the  shipping  interest  of  this  kingdom,  have  recently  issued  a circular  requesting  the  opi- 
nion of  shipowners,  pilots,  &c.  with  respect  to  lighting  the  Cockle  Gat,  at  the  northern 
entrance  into  Yarmouth  Roads.  As  I know  this  is  a subject  in  which  you  take  a deep 
interest,  and  deeming  it  my  duty  as  having  charge  of  the  survey  of  the  North  Sea,  and  to 
be  in  obedience  to  the  general  tenor  of  my  instructions,  to  lay  before  you  my  ideas  on  this 
point,  I do  not  hesitate" to  do  so,  although  I am  well  aware  that  many  others  of  far  more 
experience  than  myself  have  well  considered  the  question;  still  as  it  is  one  of  essential 
importance  to  the  vast  body  of  shipping  which  trade  along  the  eastern  coast  of  England, 
it  appears  to  me  that  every  one  should  help  forward  the  cause  to  the  utmost  of  his 
ability.  . . 

I take  it  for  granted,  that  with  all  unprejudiced  and  disinterested  persons  there  can  be 
but  one  opinion  as  to  the  utility  of  lighting  the  Cockle  Gat-way;  this  Gat-way  is  the  only 
entrance  into  Yarmouth  Roards  from  the  northward,  a track  followed  daily  by  thousands 
of  our  merchant  ships  ; it  forms  also  the  chief  entrance  into  the  only  practicable  anchor- 
age for  Her  Majesty’s  North  Sea  Fleet,  in  case  of  war,  between  the  river  Humber  and  the 
Downs.  Immediately  in  its  vicinity,  forming  the  channel,  are  the  dangerous  sandbanks 
named  the  Cockle  and  Barber  to  the  west,  and  the  Sea  Heads  and  Scroby  to  the  east; 
beyond  these,  to  the  northward,  is  that  disastrous  space  between  Hasbro’  and  Wioterton, 
called  the  Would,  a tract  about  10  miles  long,  bounded  by  Hasbro’  Sand  to  the  east, 
and  this,  as  is  well  known  to  every  sailor  who  navigates  the  North  Sea,  is  the  most  fatal 
spot  along  the  east  coast  of  England,  and  the  number  of  wrecks  and  the  annual  destruc- 
tion of  life  and  property  which  take  place  here  is  notorious. 

A reference  to  Lloyd’s  register  would  fully  bear  me  out  in  this  assertion,  but  I may  just 
remind  you  of  the  gale  of  the  13th  October  1823,  when  the  Ranger  revenue  cutter  and 
eight  merchant  vessels  were  driven  on  shore  at  this  spot,  and  all  perished,  save  one ; 
while  Her  Majesty’s  surveying  vessel  Protector  only  escaped,  under  Providence,  owing 
to  the  skill  and  presence  of  mind  of  Captain  Hewett,  who  seeing  no  alternative,  boldly 
ran  his  vessel  over  the  Sea  Heads  and  Newarp  Sands  right  out  to  sea ; and  here  I beg  to 
refer  to  that  lamented  officer’s  letter  to  the  Admiralty  of  the  16th  January  1826,  describ- 
ing his  escape,  and  urging  in  unanswerable  terms  the  necessity  of  lighting  the  Cockle 
Gat-way.  On  that  occasion,  had  the  means  existed  of  running  through  the  Cockle  in  the 
nighttime,  not  one  of  the  vessels  alluded  to  need  have  suffered,  the  wind  being  perfectly 
fair ; as  it  was,  they  preferred  the  chance  of  saving  their  lives  on  the  beach  to  the  certainty 
of  losing  them  on  the  detached  sandbanks  in  attempting  a difficult  passage  without  a 
light  to  guide  them.  It  can  hardly  be  necessary  to  adduce  other  accounts  of  losses,  but 
I happen  to  have  before  me  a list  of  18  vessels  wrecked  near  this  spot  in  the  two  years 
1840  and  1841,  several  of  the  crews  of  which  were  drowned;  of  these,  at  one  time, iu 
September  1841,  four  vessels  were  lying  wrecked  upon  the  Scroby,  one  of  the  very  sands 
in  question,  having  attempted  the  passage  by  night  and  been  deceived  by  the  soundings, 
which  led  them  into  a deep-water  bight  between  the  sands  called  the  Barley  Pightle.  This 
could  not  have  happened  had  there  been  a light. 

Only  one  other  instance  will  I mention,  numely,  that  of  September  1838,  when  out  of 
hundreds  of  vessels  which  for  want  of  a light  were  obliged  to  anchor  in  the  Would,  iu 
one  night  170  lost  their  anchors  and  cables,  every  one  of  which,  had  the  means  existed, 
would  have  thankfully  sought  shelter  in  Yarmouth  Roads. 

Of  the  necessity  of  a light,  then,  I apprehend  there  can  be  but  one  opinion,  and  a light- 
vessel  seems  to  me  to  be  far  preferable  to  any  lights  on  shore  ; nor  do  1 consider  the  diffi- 
culty of  placing  one  so  great  as  it  may  seem  at  first  sight.  With  due  deference  to  those 
more  conversant  with  these  affairs,  I should  say  that  a light-vessel  moored  about  one-thud 
of  a mile  from  the  eastern  sands,  half  way  between  the  white  buoy  of  the  Scroby  and  the 
Ted  beacon  buoy  of  the  Sea  Heads,  in  eight  fathoms  water,  would  be  sufficient;  the  light 
should  be  single,  kept  low,  of  a dark-red  colour,  and  shaded  to  the  eastward,  so  as  only  to 
show  from  N.N.E.  round  westerly  to  S.W.  by  S.,  then  vessels  running  up  would  keep  it 
on  a south  bearing  till  close  up  to  it,  when  a S.W.  course  (or  a N.  E.  bearing)  would  carry 
them  safely  into  the  roads. 

The  only  objections  I have  heard  urged  against  this  proposal,  are — 

1st.  The  difficulty  in  getting  a vessel  to  ride  in  the  broken  water  near  the  sands 

2dly.  The  fear  of  confusion  from  the  number  of  lights  in  this  vicinity. 

3dly.  The  increased  danger  to  shipping  lying  in  Yarmouth  Roads  by  night,  in  case  0 a 
free  passage  through. 

Lastly.  The  difficulty  of  defraying  the  expense  of  such  a light  without  taxing  the  trade 
with  increased  light  dues. 

To  which  I answer,  that  there  probably  may  be  some  difficulty  in  getting  the  vesse  to 
ride;  but  at  one-third  of  a mile  distance  from  the  sand,  with  extra  moorings,  and  a t 
precautions  which  the  experience  of  the  Trinity  Masters  would  suggest,  this  ditnc  j 
will,  I feel  confident,  be  overcome ; at  any  rate,  the  experiment  is  worth  trying  i°r 

2d.  The 
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2d.  The  only  light  for  which  the  Cockle  can  by  any  possibility  be  mistaken  is  the  Appendix  No.  10 
Newarp  (lor  the  St.  Nicholas  and  Stanford  lights  in  coming  from  the  northward  are  out  (A). 

of  the  question);  now  the  Newarp  light-vessel  bears  three  lights  in  a triangle,  itisdistant  

seven  miles  from  the  spot  where  it  is  proposed  to  place  the  Cockle  light,  and  a bearing  of  Cockle  Gat  Light. 

either  the  Hasbro’  or  Winterton  Lights  would  prove  at  once  which  of  the  two  it  was ; it  is  

10  he  remembered  also,  that  the  Cockle  is  to  be  a single  dark-red  light,  ouly  visible  from 
four  to  five  miles,  and  to  be  shaded  to  the  eastward.  It  may  be  said.  How  shade  the  light 
of  a vessel  that  swings?  This  too  is  far  from  impossible;  the  watch  on  deck  has 
merely  to  turn  the  shade  according  to  the  vessel’s  bead  by  the  compass,  which  will  pro- 
bably only  vary  at  each  change  of  the  tide,  or  twice  during  the  night.  The  light  also,  if 
thought  requisite  for  distinction’s  sake,  might  be  made  revolving. 

The  third  objection,  that  Yarmouth  Roads  will  be  unsafe  riding,  seems  quite  untenable; 
the  width  of  the  roadstead  is  more  than  a mile  and  a half;  vessels  lying  in  the  roads  anchor 
always  close  to  the  town  of  Yarmouth,  whereas  those  running  through  would  naturally 
hug  the  sands,  and  steer  for  the  St.  Nicholas  or  Stanford  light;  many  vessels,  too,  that 
now  are  obliged  to  bring  up  in  the  roads,  would  take  advantage  of  the  light  and  pass  on, 
and  thus  Yarmouth  Roads  would  be  kept  clear  of  the  enormous  mass  of  vessels,  at  times 
exceeding  2,000,  that  in  a long  series  of  northerly  winds  crowd  the  place,  to  the  great 
detriment  and  risk  of  all.  Besides,  is  nottheSwin,  a much  narrower  channel,  well  lighted? 
and  do  not  vessels  anchor  there  for  the  tide  above  and  below  the  Swin  middle  light  ? while 
hundreds  of  others,  and  especially  steamers,  pass  up  or  down,  as  it  may  be,  without  any 
other  precaution  than  a good  look-out;  and  yet  how  rarely  do  we  hear  of  an  accident 
there,  where  the  channel  is  not  one-third  of  the  width  usually  to  be  found  in  Yarmouth 
Roads  ? 

Lastly,  the  increased  Light  Dues  which  it  would  be  requisite  to  levy. — Admitting  for  a 
moment  the  necessity  of  such  light  dues  (which  I doubt),  and  making  every  allowance  for 
the  depressed  state  of  the  shipping  interest  in  the  North,  let  us  see  what  such  dues  would 
amount  to.  The  first  cost  and  complete  equipment  of  the  light-vessel  would  not  exceed 
3,000/.;  the  annual  expense  of  men,  provisions,  oil,  wear  and  tear,  870/.,  but  say  1,000 /.: 
now  the  number  of  loaded  vessels  that  pass  along  this  coast  cannot  be  less  on  an  average 
than  1,000  a month  (I  believe  it  far  exceeds  that  number);  of  these  100  are  large 
steamers,  and  the  burthen  of  the  whole  may  be  fairly  taken  at  170,000  tons;  now  at  a 
farthing  a ton  this  would  amount  to  2,125/.  per  annum,  so  that  half  a farthing  a ton  on 
freighted  vessels  would  cover  the  whole  annual  expense,  and  leave  a large  surplus  for  con- 
tingencies; whereas  the  loss  of  property  on  the  single  night  of  the  13th  October,  inde- 
pendently of  100  men’s  lives,  far  exceeded  20,000/. 


It  appears,  then,  that  the  present  annual  loss  of  life  and  property  at  this  spot  impera- 
tively calls  for  some  remedy;  that  there  is  no  insuperable  obstacle  to  placing  a light  in  the 
Cockle  Gat;  that  there  is  no  fear  of  its  being  mistaken  for  any  other  light;  and  that  the 
cost  of  keeping  up  such  a light  would  not  exceed  half  a farthing  a ton  upon  the  trade. 
Why  then,  may  we  ask,  is  it  delayed  ? the  towns  of  Yarmouth,  of  Ipswich,  and  Harwich, 
are  all  unanimous  for  its  adoptiou ; every  officer  serving  in  the  reven tie  cruisers  on  this 
station  with  whom  I have  conversed,  every  pilot,  every  seafaring  man  at  all  conversant 
with  the  subject,  is  in  favour  of  it;  we  have  the  testimony  of  Captain  Hewett,  more  than 
20  years  a surveyor  on  this  coast,  to  the  necessity  of  it;  the  Trinity  Board,  by  their  recent 
circular,  are  evidently  in  favour  of  the  measure,  and  see  the  value  of  such  a light  for  the 
accommodation  of  steamers,  and  the  hourly  increasing  trade  along  this  coast.  Then  why 
is  it  delayed?  There  must  be  some  cause  which  does  not  appear;  I cannot  bring  myself 
to  believe  that  opposition  to  such  a measure  can  arise  from  the  shipowners  of  Shields  and 
Sunderland,  because  a trifling  extra  expense,  at  the  utmost  half  a farthing  a ton,  will  be 
entailed  on  their  vessels;  common  humanity,  nay  common  justice  to  the  poor  sailor  who 
daily  risks  his  life  for  our  benefit  and  our  comforts,  forbids  that  such  a plea  should  be 
JlJened  to  for  a moment;  but  should  such  an  objection  exist,  and  be  considered  reason- 
able, I humbly  trust,  nay  I implore,  that  Her  Majesty’s  Government,  viewing  this  as  a 
National  benefit,  will  earnestly  press  upon  the  consideration  of  the  Trinity  Board  the  neces- 
sity of  immediately  taking  measures  for  lighting  this  Gat-way,  and  thus  confer  one  of  the 
greatest  boons  yet  bestowed  on  the  shipping  interest  of  the  east  coast  of  England. 


Captain  Beaufort,  k.  n. 
Hydrographer. 


I am,  &c. 

(signed)  John  Washington, 

Captain  R.  N. 
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Appendix,  No.  11. 

ABSTRACT  of  the  Accounts  of  the  Commissioners  of  the  Northern  Lighthouses,  for  the  Years  to  30  JQne  iro. 
ceased;  and  for  the  Years  1837,  1838,  1839,  1840,  1841,  1842, and  1843,  under  the  Duties  leviable  under  the  Act Ci; 


RECEIPTS: 

J.  Gross  amount  of  duties  received 
II.  Interest  received  from  bankers  - 

III.  Sum  received  from  the  Post-office  for  Port- 

patrick  Harbour  Light  ... 

IV.  Amount  received  for  Rents,  viz. : 

Stable,  &c.  behind  the  office 
Houses  at  Arbroath  - 
Isle  of  May  - - - 

V.  Amount  received  for  Old  Stoves  and  miscel- 
laneous articles : 

1 . For  old  stores  - 

2.  For  miscellaneous  items 


£. 


30  June  1834.  30  June  1835.  30  June  1836.  31  Dec.  1836. 


37,463  16  7 5 


37,502  16  7 £ 


s.  d. 

1 41 


8,574  1 4 i 


£.  s. 
41,797  1 !| 

40  11 


£.  s.  d. 
[36,289  13  1 
314  6 2 


42,086  12  1 


EXPENDITURE : 

I.  Amount  Paid  for  the  Collection  of  Light  Dues  and  Incidental  Expenses,  in  Collectors’  Accounts,  viz.  : 
1 . Commission  to  collectors  on  gross  I 

3,124  S 


receipts 

2.  Incidental  expenses,  including  re- 

payments of  overcharges 

3.  Commission  and  postages  paid  to 

bankers  for  acting  as  cashiers  - 
II.  For  the  maintenance  of  lighthouses 

III.  For  the  ordinary  repairs  of  lighthouses  - 
For  the  ordinary  repairs  of  beacons  and 

buoys  

For  the  extra  repairs  of  lighthouses 

IV.  For  Portpatrick  Harbour  Light,  paid  for 

by  the  General  Post-office  - 
V.  For  the  shipping'  establishment 
VI.  For  salaries  to  officers  of  the  establishment 
VII.  For  rents  and  expenses  of  the  office  in 
Edinburgh  and  Loith  - 
VIII.  For  Superannuations : 

1.  Charitable  donations  to  superannu- 

ated keepers  - 

2.  Superannuation  salaries  under  Act 

of  Parliament  - 

IX.  For  miscellaneous  expenses,  being  ex- 
penses incurred  by  the  Board,  not  in- 
cluded in  any  of  the  particular  heads 
called  for  by  the  Return  - 
X.  For  new  Lighthouses,  and  Beacons,  and 
Buoys : 

1.  Lighthouses  - 

2.  Beacons  and  buoys  - 

XI.  For  interest  paid  for  money  borrowed,  in- 
cluding interest  paid  to  hankers  - 


820  3 5 A 

103  2 - 
8,479  4 2 
694  18  7 

165  11  3-J 
9,485  13  6 


2,460  10  1 
1,980  10  - 


145 

225 


2,316  6 7 i 


3,355  3 4 

295  7 11  £ 

102  7 6 
9,736  19  5 
1,505  16  C 

140  19  - 
999  - 4 


3,562  12  8 

155  11  9 

110  3 1 
10,066  2 9 
2,076  16  11 

135  11  3 
2,425  16  1 


2,943  14 
163  5 


2,343  19  1 
1,980  10  - 


2,435  8 10 
1,890  10  - 


8,734  11  6 
1,485  19 

165  - 11| 
4,340  12  10 

92  13 

2,671  17  10 
1,050  I 


■ s.  i. 
43,936  13  101 1 
122  10  3 ' 


44,975  - oil 


2,281  14  3 I 

521  8 -J| 

116  17  10 
11,598  4 6 
719  17  3 


259  8 1 
2,595  16  9 
1,980  10  - 


26,962  13  7 


2,791  8 111 
698  14  101 


750 


26,224  18  2 


GENERAL  ABSTRACT. 

Gross  Receipts  for  10  years,  as  before  ------- 

Expense  of  collection  and  payments  ------- 

Surplus  Receipts  - - - 
Disposed  of  thus : 1 

Debt  due  at  30th  June  1833,  being  over  expended  by  £.  s. 

Commissioners,  now  paid  off  - - - - 25,030  15 

Paid  to  Government  to  account  of  debt  - - - - I 25,000  — 


Balance  remaining  on  hand  at  31st  March  1844,  as' 
per  Abstract  of  Accounts  for  1843,  rendered  to 
Parliament  - 


; 

£.  s.  d. 
477,801  - 10 
394,865  19  6 

e. 

82,936  1 * 

d. 

50,030  16  - 

£. 

32,904  6 4 
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1835,  and  1836  ; and  for  the  Period  to  31  December  1836,  when  tho  Duties  exigible  under  the  former  Acts  of  Parliament 
Will.  4,  c.  79. 


By  order  of  the  Commissioners  of  Northern  Lighthouses. 


„ Alex.  Cuningham,  Joint  Secretary- 

Edinburgh,  10  April  1845. 
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APPENJDIX  TO  REPORT  FROM  THE 


Appendix,  No.  12.  ABSTRACT  showing  the  Gross  and  Nett  Amount  of  Dues,  in  the  Year  1843. 


Abstract  of  the 
Gross  and  Nett 
Light  Dues  for 
1843. 




£. 

s.  d. 

Gross  Amount  - - - - - - 

- 

- 

44,117 

1 2 

Deduct  the  Commission  paid  to  Collectors  - 

Also  Incidental  Expenses  and  Repayments  in  consequence  of  Al- 

2,325 

5 8 J 

terntions  on  Voyages  ----  ---- 

11  104 

2,u4“ 

Nett  Receipts  - 

- - £. 

41,074 

9 4 

Appendix,  No.  12  RETURN  showing  the  Gross  Receipts,  Amount  Paid  for  Collection,  Incidental  Expenses,  and  the 
(A).  Nett  Revenue  received  at  each  Place  where  Dues  are  Collected  for  the  Northern  Lights. 


Gross  Receipt  of  - - - 
Light  Dues  in  each 

Port  of  Scotland  

for  1843. 

TORTS. 

TOTAL. 

COMMISSION. 

INCIDENTS 

AND 

REPAYMENTS. 

NET 

RECEIPTS. 

£.  s.  d. 

£.  s.  d. 

£.  s.  d. 

£.  S.  d. 

1 

Aberdeen  - 

2,718  17  8 

145  19  2 

4 12  11 

2,568  5 7 

2 

Aberistwyth 

4 6 2i 

- 5 11  l 

- 1 2 

3 19  1 

3 

Aldborough 

— 

— 

— 

— - 

4 

Alloa  - - - 

407  7 2 

24  11  4 

2 3 11 

381  1 11 

5 

Arundel  - - - 

- 19  1 

- 1 ~h 

- 

- 18  -} 

6 

Ayr  - 

108  15  5 

5 14  4 

- 1 8 

102  19  5 

7 

Baltimore 

- 13  4 

- 1 - 

- 

- 12  4 

8 

Banff  ... 

519  9 - 

31  12  8 

1 11  - 

486  5 4 

9 

Barnstaple 

- 12  6 

- - 8 

- 

- 11  10 

10 

Beaumaris 

61  6 1 

4 1 7 

11 

Belfast  - 

2,183  2 3 £ 

111  5 6£ 

47  17  9 

2,023  19  - 

12 

Berwick  - - - 

110  1 

6 7 5 J 

. 

103  14  - 

13 

Bidefort  - 

7 5 5-5 

- 7 3J 

- - - 

C 18  2 

14 

Borrowstonness 

702  13  8 

48  8 81 

2 17  4 

651  7 71 

15 

Boston  - 

7 2 2 J 

- 7 2 

- 

6 15  -J 

16 

Bridgewater 

6 12  G j 

- 0 7J 

- 

6 5 11 

17 

Bridlington 

— 

— 

— 

— 

18 

Bridport  - - - 

- 6 2 

- - - 

- 5 10  J 

19 

Bristol  - 

99  12  74 

4 19  7i 

1 16  - 

20 

Campbeltown  - 

124  6 5 

7-1 

- 11  - 

116  15  4 

21 

Cardiff  - - 

115  1 8 

5 15  1 

- - - 

22 

Cardigan 

5 10  1 

- 5 8 

. 

23 

Carlisle  - 

189  10  6 

13  4 11 

1 - 8 

24 

Chepstow 

- 13  4 

- - 8 

- 

25 

Chester  - 

23  1 7 i 

1 10  2 

1 - - 

26 

Chichester 

8 8 2 

- 8 7 1 

. 

27 

Clay  .... 



— 

— 

— 

28 

Colchester 

- 14  5 

- - 9 

- 

29 

Coleraine 

148  17  9 

7 8 9 

- - - 

141  9 - 

30 

Cork  ... 

95  14  - 

4 16  2 

- 13  9 

31 

Cowes  - 



— 

1 — 

32 

Dartmouth 

3 6 7 

- 3 11 

. 

3 2 8 

33 

Deal  - . - 





— 

34 

Dover  - 

1 12  6 h 

- 2 3J 

... 

35 

Drogheda 

174  9 3 

8 14  5 

- 

36 

Dublin  - 

2,080  17  5 

105  17  4 

4 15  8 

37 

Dumfries- 

228  - 3 J 

13  15  9 

- 6 8 1 

38 

Dunbar  - - - 

124  9 1^ 

8 13  1 A 

- 16  - 

39 

Dundalk  - 

103  3 9 3 

4 8 5 

40 

Dundee  - - - 

2,286  9 4 £ 

121  11  li 

17-4 

2,147  17  11 

41 

Exeter  - - - 

6 2 7 

- 6 2 

■ 

42 

Falmouth 

- 11  4 

- - 10 

- 

43 

Faversham 



— 

' — 

44 

Fisherrow 

135  - 5 

8 7 11 

- 5 - 

45 

Fleetwood 

170  4 10 

9 1 10 

- 

46 

Fowey  - - - 

1 11  10 

- 2 2 

- 

47 

Gainsborough  - 

6 11  3 

- 8 2 

- - - 

6 3 1 

48 

Galway  - - - 

27  11  9 

17  7 

- 

49 

Glasgow  - 

3,052  6 6 

155  8 2 

50  6 11 

50 

Gloucester 

83  6 4 £ 

4 3 6 J 

- 

/9  - 10 
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112 

113 


115 

116 


Goole 

Grangemouth 
Greenock 
Grimsby  - 
Gweek 
Harwich  - 
Hull 

Isle  of  Man 

Inverness 

Ipswich  - 

Irvine 

Kirkaldy  - 

Kirkcudbright 

Kirkwall  - 

Lancaster 

Leigh 

Leith 

Limerick 

Lerwick  - 

Liverpool 

Llanelly  - 

London  - 

Londonderry  - 

Lyme 

Lynn 

Malden  - 

Maryport 

Milford  - 


Newcastle 
Newhaven 
Newport  - 
Newry  - 
Podstow  - 
Penzance 
Perth 
Plymouth 
Poole 

Port  Glasgow 

Portsmouth 

Ramsgate 

Rochester 

Ross 

Rye 

St.  Ives  - 

Scarborough 

Scilly 

Shoreham 

Sligo 

Southampton 

Southwold 

Stockton 

Stornoway 

Stranraer 

Sunderland 

Swansea  - 

Thurso 

Truro 

Waterford 

Wells  - 

Westport 

Wexford 

Weymouth 

Whitby  - 

Whitehaven 

Wick  . 

Wigton  - 

Woodbridge 

Yarmouth 


^<T»’>i®a^ance  received 
«allast  Board,  forduti 
by  them,  31  Dec.  184S 

Total  - . 


0-36. 


TOTAL. 

COMMISSION. 

INCIDENTS 

AND 

REPAYMENTS. 

NET  RECEIPTS. 

£.  S.  d. 

£.  s.  d. 

£.  S.  d. 

32  17  10 

3 13  11 

1,008  12  10  5 

50  12  71 

1 4 7 

2,401  18  7 

124  7 10 

11  17  9 

2 7 6 

■J2  5 

2 5 1 

- 5 9 

53  8 2 J 

- 

19  .19  10 

15  61 

63-1 

10  - - 

934  10  2 “ 

- 1 8 

- 

297  11  4 

20  2 5 i 

1 3 10 

276  5 -l 

37  16  10 

- 14  3^ 

81  15  9i 

4 7 1 

12  5 

76  6 3 l 

6 IS  3£ 

- 3 4 

6 15  8 

- 

124  17  10 

3,151  15  1 

157  11  8 

4 19  - 

2,989  4 5 

7 9 10 

- 7 4 

9 13  4 

- 6 9 

6,813  2 8 

343  19  4 

24-4 

6,446  3 - 

- 12  7 

- - 9 

2,462  14  9J 

123  2 8 J 

- 

2,339  12  1 

38  7 10 

721  12  9 

42  17  2£ 

2 3 24 

- 

40  14  - 

24  - . - 4 

1 3 11 

- 

22  16  lb 

- 12  8 

- 

29  7 9 

2 2 3 

... 

867  15  31 

54  5 3 i 

- 18  - 

812  12  - 

2,211  8 9 

118  8 11  | 

- 

2,092  19  91 

1 1 10 

- 1 1 

- 

17  2 10  J 

- 17  8 

- 

16  15  2 ^ 

278  1 1 

296  18  7 

17  17  6 

- 

- 14  7 

- - 9 

- 

- 13  10 

- 4 4 

... 

288  7 3 

15  8 1 

- 

272  19  2 

34-5 

1 17  2 

... 

32  3 3 

- 10  10 

— — 7 

... 

- 10  3 

403  13  2 

20  3 7 

- 11  4 

382  18  3 

3 7 1 

- 3 4 

- 

3 3 9 

- 11  6 

- - 0 

- 

5 17  _ 

- 7 1 

- 

5 9 11 

13  7 10 

- 13  5 

... 

12  14  5 

2 19  4J 

- 2 11  4 

- 

2 16  5 

7 18  10 

- 11  10 

... 

25  2 - 

1 5 1 

- 

23  16  11 

2 18  11  J- 

- 2 11  it 

- 

258  9 11  A 

14  12  2 

- 5 - 

243  12  9 S 

17  14  9 | 

- 17  9 

... 

16  17  -£ 

- 10  9 

- - 10 

_ 

- 15  11 

603  10  2 J 

31  6 1 % 

10  9 2 

461  14  10  $ 

39  3 2 

1 19  2 

- 2 - 

37  2 - 

71  15  8 

3 17  8 

- 4 6 

67  13  C 

616  18  10  l 

30  16  10  4 

- 15  3 

585  6 9 

21  18  10 

1 4 4j 

. 

20  14  5i 

66  1 

3 6 11 

- 9 3 

62  6 - 

1 7 1 J 

- 1 111 

. 

15  2 

85  15  7 j 

4 5 9| 

- . - 

81  9 10 

43  10  5 l 

2 3 6 

. 

41  6 11  £ 

45  12 

2 5 7 

- 

43  6 5 4 

- 8 11 

— — 5 

. 

- 8 6 

14  11  -J 

- 14  8 

_ 

13  6 4| 

436  - 2 £ 

24  11  - 

1 18  9 J 

409  10  5 

415  5 2 A 

22  10  8 ^ 

- 16  9 

391  17  9 

80  S 11 

5 — - 

- 10  4 

74  18  7 

- 12  - 

- - 7 

... 

- 11  5 

58  5 5 

2 18  4 

- 

55  7 1 

43,850  13  8 i 

2,325  5 8 $ 

217  6 2 

41,308  1 10 

- - . 

. . . 

- . 

266  7 6 

43,850  13  8 1 

2,325  5 8 J 

217  6 2 

41,574  9 4 

3* 
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Light  Dues  in  each 
Port  of  Scotland 
for  1843. 
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appendix  to  report  from  the 


Appendix,  No.  is 

(E)- 

Expense  of  the 
Shipping  Esta- 
blishment in  1843. 


EXPENSES  of  the  Shipping  Establishment,  for  the  Year  1843. 


Regent  Tender  : 

Wages  of  officers  and  seamen  - --  --  --  - 

Provisions  and  stores  - - * * ",  " „ 

Carpenters’  work,  repairs,  including  sails,  ropes,  ship  chandlery,  dec.  - 
Clothing  for  officers,  &c.  - - - 

Pilotage,  shore  dues,  harbour,  dock,  custom-house,  and  canal  dues  - 

Boat  freights,  landing  stores,  and  cartage  of  stores  - - - - 

Miscellaneous  disbursements,  including  stationery,  stamps,  travelling  charges, 
Maintenance  of  artificers  on  the  voyage  when  employed  making  repairs  - 


&c. 


£.  s.  d. 
581  3 3 
415  5 10 J 
379  15 
02  7 1 J 
50  14  7 
63  1 9 
48  18  6 


f.  1,601 


Bell  Rock  Tender  : 

Wages  of  officer  and  seamen  ------- 

Provision  and  stores  - - - - - ” # “ “ 

Carpenters’  work,  repairs,  including  sails,  ropes,  ship  chand- 
lery, &c.  - --  --  --  -- 

Clothing  for  officers,  &c.  - - - " " " 

Pilotage,  shore  dues,  harbour,  dock,  custom-house,  and  canal 

Boat  freights,  landing  stores,  and  attendance  at  the  Bell  Rock 
when  the  tender  is  off  the  station  - 
Miscellaneous  disbursements,  including  stationery,  stamps,  and 
travelling  charges  - --  --  --  - 


£. 

304 

118 

126 

36 

101 

101 

28 


7 

10 

13 

11 

18 

16 


d.  ■ 

n 


101 

*4 


817 


£.  2,418 


3 H 

9 


Appendix,  No.  12 

(C> 

Rents  paid  for 
Lighthouses  in 
*843. 


STATE  of  Rents  and  Feu  Duties  paid  for  Lighthouses  in  1843. 


Mull  of  Galloway,  one  year’s  feu  duty,  deducting  tax 
Dunnethead,  - - ditto  and  rent  for  peat  cave  - 
Island  Glass,  one  year’s  rent  - - - 

Pladda,  ditto  ------- 

Islay,  feu  duty  and  rent  - 

Property  at  Leith,  one  year’s  feu  duty  - - - 

Cape  Wrath,  a year’s  rent  - 

Isle  of  May,  a year’s  feu  duty  - 

Ground  at  Brough,  ditto  - 

Mull  of  KintyTe,  a year’s  rent  - 

Ditto,  - - feu  duty  - - - - 

Ground  at  Hynish,  ditto  - 

Ditto  - - rent  ------ 

Cairn  Ryan,  a year’s  feu  duty,  deducting  tax  - 
Tarbetness,  - - ditto  - - ditto  - 

Corsewell,  - - ditto  - - ditto  - 

Corskey  storehouse,  ditto  - - ditto 

Little  Ross,  - - ditto  6 l.,  and  rent  45 1. 

Start  Point,  rent  ------ 

Pentland  Skerries,  feu  duty  - 
Ground  at  Start  Point,  ditto  - 
Girdleness,  - - - ditto  - 
Inchkeith,  - - - ditto  and  rent 


£.  s.  d. 
42  - - 
27  2 - 
23  - - 
11  - - 
26  - - 

- - 3 

20  - - 

- 18  4 


15  11  - 
- 5 - 
37  10  - 
20  - - 

5 5- 
20  - - 
40  - - 

7 7- 
50  - - 
12  - - 
12  - - 

6 - " 


10  5 - 
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STATE  of  Superannuation'  Salaries  and  Charities  Paid  in  the  Year  1843. 


1.  SuPERANNUAT 


Salaries  : 


£.  s.  d. 


John  Bruce,  weekly  pension  of  0 s.  for  62  weeks 

John  Watt,  a year’s  superannuated  allowance  

John  Miller,  - - - ditto 

James  Brown  - - - ditto 
Thomas  Milne  - 
John  Murray 
Peter  Ewing 
Robert  Selkirk 

Matthew  Harvie  

Robert  Stephenson,  esq.,  superannuated  allowance,  from  14th  January  to  Martinmas 
1843  

£.1 


13  - - 

41  12  6 
35  10  - 
29  11  8 

64  1 - 

18  6 8 
55  10  - 
15  12  3 
34  13  9 

465  3 10 


773  1 5 


2.  Charities  : 

William  Tweedie,  a year’s  allowance 

Hugh  Rose,  - - ditto 

Mr.  Leask  - - ditto 

Jane  Walker-  - ditto 

John  Reid,  a half  ditto  - ditto  - 

Euphemia  Poole,  gratuity  of  - 


£.  s. 
20  - 
20  - 
10  - 
6 6 
31  10 
5 - 


Sum  of  Superannuation  Salaries  and  Charities  - 


d. 


— 92  16  - 

£.  865  17  8 


Appendix,  No.  12 

(■>)• 

Superannuations, 
&c.  paid  in  1843. 


STATEMENT  of  the  Expense  of  Works  at  every  Place. 


Building  Repairs: 
Inchkeith  - 
Isle  of  May  - 
Bell  Rock  - 
Girdleness  - 
Bnehanness  . 

Kinnairdshead  ... 
Pentland  Skerries 
Sumburghhead  - 
Dunnetliead  - 
Cape  Wrath  ... 
Island  Glass  ... 
Barrahead  .... 
Lismore  - 
Mull  of  Kintyre  - 
Pladda  .... 
Corsewall  .... 
Mull  of  Galloway 
Little  Ross  - 

Calf  of  Man,  High  Station  - 
Ditto,  Low  Station 


New  Works  : 

Skerryvore  Lighthouse  ...... 

Oxcares  Beacon  - - - . „ _ . ' . 

South  Carr  ditto 

Brough  New  Buildings 

Lappock  Beacon 

Campbleton  ditto 

Dunnethead  Road - 

w id  wall  Store 

Island  glass  new  oil  cellar,  and  additional  accommodation 

“ttle  Ross  Lighthouse 

v^ovesea  Skerries  ditto  ...... 

Caim  Ryan  Beacon 

Dnggan  ditto 

Brist  ditto  .... 

!?e  of  May  Leading  Light  - I I I I I 
5?™“ ; Stories  Beacon  ------ 

“!»  Wrath  Road 
Beamc  ~ 


204 

676 

671 

2,717 

331 


£.  s.  d. 
146  16  10 
8 8 2 
166  9 2 

7 12 
14  5 6 
93  5 5 
14  11  9 

183  4 11 

63  14  - 
36  11  7 

4 16  9 
9 16  - 

134  - 7 

5 19  5 
85  10  4 
85  12  8 
10  7 4 

- 16  6 
26-5 
36  19  - 


£.  1,131  6 6 


13  3 
- 9 
4 11 


Appendix,  No.  1.2 

Expense  of  Works 
in  1843. 
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Expense  of  the 
Office  of  the  Com- 
missioners at 
Edinburgh. 


Appendix,  No.  12 

(G). 

Miscellaneous 
Expenses  in  1843. 


APPENDIX  TO  REPORT  FROM  THE 


EXPENSE  of  the  Office  of  the  Commissioners  at  Edinburgh. 


Amount  of  taxes  and  insurance  ------- 

Coal,  candle,  gas,  oil,  and  soap  - - - . " . . » 

Sundry  miscellaneous  and  incidental  charges,  repairs,  paantme,  Lc. 

Salaries  to  the  Officers  of  the  Establishment,  viz. : 
Engineer  - 

Secretary  ------ 

Accountant  ------- 

Clerk  of  works  - 

Superintendent  of  liglitkeepers  ------- 

Foreman  of  lightroom  repairs 

Storekeeper  - 

Officer  - --  --  --  - 

Porter  and  house  servants  ------- 


£.  s.  d. 

- 

74  7 8 

- 

53  13  - 

187  l 7 J 

900  - - 

- 

500  - - 

- 

200  - - 

145  - - 

- 

110  - _ 

- 

50  - - 

- 

20  - - 

- 

85  10  - 

£. 

2,325  12  31 

Note  — The  office  of  Clerk  of  Works  is  now  abolished,  and  the  engineer's  clerk  is  paid  by  the 
engineer  himself;  he  having  got  an  addition  of  200 1.  to  his  salary,  and  to  pay  his  own  clerks. 


STATEMENT  of  Miscellaneous  Expenses. 


Interest  on  debt  to  Government 

Bills  for  the  half-yearly  dinners  of  the  Commissioners  ------  | 

Books  for  the  library,  binding,  &c.  ' " 

engaged  in  out  Returns  ontoed  of  the  receipts, 

See.  on  account  ,of  the  separate  lighthouses,  including  the  expense  01  printing 
and  ruled  stationery  for  that  Return  --------- 

Payment  of  Income-tax  - - - - " 

Expease  of  travelling  charges,  and  teaching  of  expectant  liglitkeepers  - - - 

Travelling  expenses  of  the  engineer  and  other  officers  on  tho  business  of  the  Board 
Stationery  and  printing  in  the  Engineer  and  Secretary’s  department 

Expense  of  instruments,  and  repairs  of  ditto 

Ditto  - of  experiments  - --  --  --  --  - 

Ditto  - of  new  oil  casks,  and  repairs  - - - - " ' ' , " 

Ditto  - of  clothing  for  the  superintendent  of  liglitkeepers,  foreman  oi  hglit- 
rooms,  repairs,  storekeeper,  officer,  and  porter,  including  supply  of  uniform 

Miscdlaneous  expenses  for  postages  and  carriage  of  packets  in  Secretary  and 
Engineer’s  departments;  getting  in  and  giving  out  stores,  also  stores  not  appro- 
priated at  the  time  - 

£. 


£.  s.  d. 
250  - - 
164  19  9 


025  7 6 


121  7 3 
168  12  7 
154  10  1 
59  18  10 
102  12  4 
232  14  5 


655  13  4 
3,174  18  1 


ABSTRACT  of  the  foregoing  Accounts. 


Shipping  establishment  ------- 

Rents  and  feu  duties  ------- 

Superanuation  salaries  and  charities  - 

Expense  of  works  - --  --  --  - 

Expense  of  the  office  of  the  Commissioners  at  Edinburgh 
Miscellaneous  expenses  ------- 


£.  s-  A 

2,418  9 Si 
421  3 7 
865  17  8 
21,443  6 7 
2,325  12  31 
3,174  18  1 

30,649  7 0 
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A STATEMENT  explanatory  of  the  Mode  of  collecting  the  Light  Dues  under  the  former  Appendix,  No.  13. 
Statutes  of  the  Commissioners  of  Northern  Lighthouses,  and  of  the  Changes  , “ — 
introduced  by  the  Provisions  of  6 & 7 Will.  4,  c.  79.  Light  Dues 

Scotland. 


STATEMENT. 


I. — Of  the  Duties. 

Prior  to  the  passing  of  the  recent  statute  C & 7 Will.  4,  c.  79,  the  following  duties  were 
levied  by  the  Commissioners  of  Northern  Lighthouses ; viz. 

For  every  British  ship  or  decked  vessel  sailing  within  the  limits  of  the  Isle  of  May  (that 
is,  from  any  port  or  place  between  the  Castle  of  Dunnottar  on  the  north,  and  St.  Abb’s 
Head  on  the  south,  or  within  a line  drawn  from  these  points),  the  sum  of  2 £ d.  per  ton;  and 
for  a foreign  ship,  5 d. : 

For  every  British  ship  or  decked  vessel  which  shall  pass  any  of  the  lighthouses,  not  sailing 
within  the  aforesaid  limits,  2 d.  per  ton ; and  for  every  foreign  ship,  4 d.  per  ton. 

It  is  provided  that  vessels  shall  not  be  subject  to  more  than  the  foresaid  dues,  though  in 
the  course  of  their  voyage  they  shall  pass  more  than  one  of  the  said  lighthouses. 

By  55  Geo.  3,  c.  67,  the  following  dues  are  granted  for  the  lights  on  the  Isles  of  Man  and 
Calf  of  Man ; but  all  vessels  otherwise  liable  in  payment  of  northern  light  dues  are  exempted 
from  any  charge  for  these  lights : 

For  every  ship  or  decked  vessel  of  the  United  Kingdom  which  shall  sail  to  or  from  any 
port  or  place  in  St.  George’s  Channel,  betwixt  the  headlands  of  Holyhead  and  Hovvthhead, 
both  inclusive,  on  the  south,  and  Port  Patrick  and  Donaghadee,  both  inclusive,  on  the  north, 
or  which  shall  sail  to  or  from  any  port  or  place  in  the  Frith  of  Solway,  a sum  not  exceeding 
Is.  4 d.  per  ton,  and  for  every  foreign  ship  sailing  as  aforesaid,  is.  2d.  per  ton. 

There  was  no  separate  charge  for  each  light  under  the  management  of  the  Commissioners 
for  Northern  Lighthouses.  A vessel  paying  the  full  duties  once  on  a voyage  might  pass  all 
the  Northern  Lights. 

The  first  Act  for  the  erection  of  lighthouses  in  the  northern  parts  of  Great  Britain,  and 
granting  dues  for  their  support,  is  the  26  Geo.  3,  c.  301  (1786);  and  by  that  Act  it  is 
declared,  that  any  surplus  shall  be  annually  invested,  and  allowed  to  accumulate,  until  the 
yearly  interest  shall  amount  to  a sum  equal  to  the  whole  expense  of  maintaining  the  light- 
houses, when  the  dues  payable  by  vessels  passing  the  said  lighthouses  shall  ipso  facto  cease. 
Although  the  surplus  dues  were  subsequently,  by  various  statutes,  directed  to  be  applied 
to  the  erection  and  maintenance  of  additional  lighthouses,  the  principle  laid  down  in  the  first 
Act,  of  accumulating  the  surplus  dues  for  the  purpose  therein  mentioned,  has  never  been 
departed  from.  Accordingly,  in  the  last  local  Act  relating  to  these  lights,  55  Geo.  3,  c.  67, 
s.  5,  it  is  enacted,  that  after  erecting  and  maintaining  tne  lights,  and  paying  interest.  See. 

the  surplus  and  residue  of  the  rates  and  duties  by  the  said  recited  Act  ana  by  this  Act 
granted,  which  shall  remain  after  answering  the  purposes  of  the  said  recited  Acts  and  this 
Act,  shall  once  in  every  year  he  vested  in  some  one  or  other  of  the  public  funds ; and  the 
same,  together  with  the  interest  thereof,  shall  be  allowed  to  accumulate  until  the  yearly 
interest  shall  amount  to  a sum  equal  to  the  whole  expense  attending  the  lighthouses  under 

eir  charge,  when  the  whole  rates  and  duties  by  the  said  recited  Acts  and  by  this  Act 
granted  shall  cease  and  determine.” 

if  rf  fibvi10us>  therefore,  that  the  trade  of  Scotland  has,  as  the  law  now  stands,  a great  and 
We  defined  interest  in  the  surplus  dues  levied  for  the  support  of  the  Northern  Lighthouses. 

The  duties  were  levied  at  the  custom-houses  of  the  principal  ports  in  the  United  Kingdom, 
th  e ,co hectors  received  regular  appointments,  and  granted  bond,  with  sufficient  security,  for 

e r e performance  of  the  duties  of  their  office,  and  for  their  regular  accounting.  They 
thf^6  w*-tb  ru*e(*  Papers  for  their  accounts,  in  the  view  of  securing  uniformity  in 

mode  of  keeping  them,  and  were  paid  a commission  on  their  collections,  varying  from 
acco3eitCeUt’  *ar?er  Ports  to  10  per  cent,  in  the  smaller.  They  are  required  to  verify  their 
]aD  an  f on  oath,  before  a magistrate  or  justice  of  the  peace  ; and,  within  28  days  after  the 
who  ti  eacb  T}iai’ter>  they  are  required  to  transmit  their  accounts  to  the  secretary,  with 
ra  ney  are  in  constant  correspondence  in  all  matters  regarding  their  collection, 
flic  r>6  nun?oer  of  ports  in  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  from  which  remittances  were  made  to 
me  Commissioners  in  1834,  was  84. 

By  the  40th  section  of  the  Act  6 & 7 Will.  4,  c.  79,  the  following  provision  is  made  : 

in  f36/ enactsd,  that  from  the  1st  day  of  January  1837,  the  tolls  now  payable  by  or 
under  fl  °*  vesse^s  f°r  or  towards  the  maintenance  of  the  several  lighthouses  at  present 

0 16  mana§ement  the  Commissioners  of  Northern  Lighthouses  shall  cease  to  be  pay- 

6 ' 333  able 
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able  and  that  in  lieu  thereof  there  shall  thenceforth  for  ever  be  paid  to  the  said  Commis- 
sioners of  the  Northern  Lighthouses,  for  every  vessel  belonging  to  the  United  Kingdom  of 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland  (the  same  not  belonging  to  His  Majesty,  his  heirs  or  successors, 
or  bein<r  navigated  wholly  in  ballast),  and  for  every  foreign  vessel  which  by  any  Act  of 
Parliament,  Order  in  Council,  convention  or  treaty,  shall  be  privileged  to  enter  the  ports  of 
the  said  United  Kingdom  upon  paying  the  same  duties  of  tonnage  as  are  paid  by  British 
vessels  (the  same  not  being  vessels  navigated  wholly  in  ballast),  which  shall  pass  any  of 
the  said  lighthouses  or  derive  benefit  thereby,  the  toll  of  one  halfpenny  per  ton  of  the  bur- 
den of  every  such  vessel  for  each  time  of  passing  every  such  lighthouse  or  deriving  benefit 
thereby,  and  of  one  penny  per  ton  for  each  time  of  passing  the^  Bell  Rock  Lighthouse ; and 
double  the  said  tolls  for  every  foreign  vessel  not  so  privileged.” 

By  section  45  of  the  Act,  provision  is  made  for  the  duty  to  be  levied  on  new  light- 
houses. 

By  section  58,  it  is  provided  that  tables  of  the  tolls  leviable  by  each  of  the  Boards  in  the 
kingdom  should  be  prepared  and  transmitted  to  each  custom-house  of  the  kingdom,  there  to 
be  liung  up,  to  be  seen  by  all  concerned. 

By  section  51  of  the  said  Act  it  is  provided  : “ For  the  more  uniform  and  better  collection 
of  the  tolls  payable  in  respect  of  lighthouses  throughout  the  United  Kingdom,  and  for 
affording  greater  facility  to  parties  paying  the  same,  be  it  enacted,  that  from  the  31st  day  of 
December  1836,  the  collector  from  time  to  time  appointed  by  the  said  master,  wardens, 
and  assistants  for  any  port,  district  or  place  in  England,  and  the  collector  appointed  by  the 
said  commissioners  for  any  port,  district  or  place  in  Scotland,  and  the  collector  appointed 
by  the  said  corporation  for  any  port,  district  or  place  in  Ireland,  is  hereby  authorized  and 
required  to  collect,  demand,  and  receive  all  the  tolls  to  which  every  vessel  within  such  port, 
district  or  place  shall,  be  liable  in  respect  of  any  lighthouse,  in  whatsoever  part  of  the  said 
United  Kingdom  such  lighthouse  may  be  situated,  and  whether  such  tolls  shall  be  payable 
to  such  of  them  the  said  master,  wardens  and  assistants,  commissioners  and  corporation,  as 
such  collector  was  appointed  by,  or  to  the  other  or  others  of  them ; and  every  such  collector 
shall  account  for  and  pay  over  all  the  tolls  received  by  him  to  such  of  them  the  said  master, 
wardens  and  assistants,  commissioners  and  corporation,  who  shall  in  every  year  mutually 
account  to  each  other  for  all  such  tolls  as  shall  have  been  received  by  any  of  them  for  the 
others  of  them  respectively  under  this  Act,  and  pay  over  whatever  balance  may  be  due  on 
such  account  to  either  of  them.11 


The  immediate  result  of  this  change  in  the  mode  of  collecting  the  light  dues  was  not  such 
as  to  give  any  very  extended  relief  to  the  trade  generally.  Thus, — 


The  amount  collected  in  the  year  from  31st  December  1835  to 
31st  December  1886,  was,  under  the  old  system 
The  amount  collected  in  the  same  period  of  1837,  under  the  new 
system  - --  --  --  --  - 


Difference  being,  Increase  - - 


£.  s.  d. 
40,723  17  2 
41,133  11  7 


409  14  5 


From  a return  recently  laid  on  the  table  of  the  Board,  it  appears  that 
which  the  light  dues  are  paid  by  the  coasting  and  oversea  vessels  was,— 

1841 : 

Coasting  trade  - --  --  --  -- 

Oversea 

£. 

the  proportions  in 

£.  s.  d. 
28,541  7 4 

14,688  11  - 

43,229  18  4 

1842  : 

Coasting  trade  - --  --  --  - 

Oversea 

£. 

26,491  - U 
14,985  17  " 

| 41,476  17  H 

1843  : 
Coasting  trade 
Oversea 

27,743  9 - 
10,096  16  9 

£. 

43,840  5 9 

It  would  have  been  desirable  to  have  presented  a similar  view  of  how  the  du  » un  the 
former  system  bore  upon  the  respective  classes  of  coasting  and  oversea  smpp  ^ati0n 

last  years  of  their  exaction,  but  time  has  not  permitted  to  make  the  requw  e and 

into  the  subject ; nor  indeed  would  such  a return  be  of  value  adequate  to  uie  ■ p 
labour  of  its  preparation.  II,  Mode 
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II.  Modi  of  Collection. 

The  most  simple  mode  of  bringing  under  notice  the  changes  introduced  in  the  mode  of 
collecting  the  light  duties,  will  be  to  present  a few  excerpts  from  the  report  of  a sub-com- 
mittee of  the  Board,  to  whom  was  entrusted  the  care  of  arranging  and  superintendino-  the 
commencement  of  proceedings  under  the  new  Act.  This  will  also  embrace  notices  on'some 
other  points: — 
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The  committee  appointed  to  direct  the  steps  to  be  taken  which  might  appear  to  them 
necessary  for  carrying  the  provisions  of  the  statute  G & 7 Will.  4,  c.  79,  into  effect,  having 
executed  to  the  best  of  their  ability  the  duty  entrusted  to  them,  now  beg  leave  to  make  the 
following  report : 


The  first  point  to  w.nch  your  Committee  directed  their  attention,  as  being  at  once  the  most 
important  and  the  most  urgent,  was  the  preparation  of  the  table  of  tolls  directed  to  be  drawn 
up  by  the  58th  section  of  the  Act  of  Parliament.  This  proved  to  be  an  undertaking  of  equal 
labour  and  difficulty.  Your  committee  were  at  first  inclined  to  adopt  as  their  model  Metcalf’s 
table  of  reciprocal  distances,  published  in  1833  by  Baines  & Co.  of  Leeds,  and  accordingly 
directed  a table  of  tolls  to  be  prepared  with  the  different  ports  arranged  in  alphabetical 
order.  But  after  proceeding  a considerable  way,  it  was  found  likely  to  become  so  very 
voluminous  that  it  would  have  been  nearly  useless  as  a manual  for  the  collectors:  and  it 
was  therefore  thought  advisable  to  abandon  it.  The  preparation  of  the  table  was  then  set 
about  on  the  principle  of  taking  the  voyages  progressively  round  the  coast ; and  even  this 
proved  a very  laborious  and  tedious  operation.  To  enable  the  Board  to  form  some  idea  of 
the  labour  attendant  on  the  compilation  of  the  table  of  tolls  as  finally  adjusted,  it  may  be 
stated  that  in  the  condensed  form  in  which  it  now  appears,  it  shows  the  actual  results  of 
the  charges  per  ton  on  1,530  voyages  (without  reckoning  the  inclusive  voyages),  embracing 
on  an  average  not  less  than  5,000  references  and  calculations.  Independent  of  this,  the 
table  contains  a siramtaty  of  regulations  as  directed  by  the  statute,  which  were  most  care- 
iully  digested,  and  the  preparation  of  which  occupied  much  attention. 


Your  committee  are  inclined  to  hope  that  as  the  utmost  care  and  attention  were  bestowed 
in  the  preparation  of  the  table  of  tolls,  it  will  be  found  to  be  free  from  errors  of  any  import- 
ance. After  fixing  the  principle  on  which  it  was  to  be  framed,  the  table  itself  was  drawn 
up  under  the  directions  of  the  secretary.  It  was  then  submitted  to  the  engineer  for  his 
observations,  and  afterwards  carefully  revised.  It  was  then  sent  to  the  press  and  the  proof- 
sheets  were  gone  over,  (1st)  with  Mr.  Soutar  the  master  of  the  lighthouse  tender,  (2d)  a<rain 
with  the  engineer,  (3d)  the  whole  calculations  were  most  minutely  checked  by  the  secretary 
and  (4th)  finally,  the  whole  table  was  carefully  revised  by  your  committee. 

While  these  operations  were  in  progress,  your  committee  were  in  constant  communication 
with  the  corporation  of  the  Trinity-house,  and  the  Ballast  Board  of  Dublin,  regarding  the 
arrangements  necessary  for  carrying  the  statute  into  efl'ect.  Drafts  of  the  table  and  of-  the 
regulations  and  other  documents,  so  soon  as  framed,  were  communicated  to  these  bodies. 

When  the  table  of  tolls  and  relative  instructions  were  finally  completed,  your  committee 
directed  them  to  be  ingrossed  on  parchment,  and  transmitted  in  duplicate  for  the  approval  of 
me  Kang  in  Council,  as  provided  by  the  statute.  The  table  was  laid  before  his  Majesty  in 
Council,  and  finally  approved  of  on  the  30th  of  November  last,  and  one  of  the  duplicates 
\ as  returned  to  the  Board  by  the  Clerk  of  the  Privy  Council.  Upon  the  approbation  of  his 
-lajesty  being  officially  notified,  your  committee  deemed  it  proper  forthwith  to  °-ive  notice 
&y  public  advertisement  of  the  change  in  the  rates  of  tolls  about  to  take  place,  the  prepa- 
ration of  the  different  copies  111  manuscript,  and  the  printing  of  these  voluminous  documents, 
nave  necessarily  occasioned  a very  considerable  expense. 

l our  committee  also  came  to  be  satisfied  that,  in  consequence  of  the  chance  of  the 
system  ot  management  introduced  by  the  statute,  an  alteration  was  necessary  in  the  mode 
«JCC0,int‘T Wlth  tlle  c°bectors  at  the  different  ports.  The  arrangement  of  a correct 
purpose  was  found  to  be  attended  with  considerable  difficulty,  and  your 
lmittee  have  now  to  state  the  manner  in  which  it  has  been  finally  adjusted. 
wWiey  liaxVe  FePare<l  a/01'mof  light-duty  receipts,  with  a suitable  check  (a  private  stamp), 

. £ JV?  be  ’SSUed  ^ the  secretary  to  the  collectors.  Your  committee  deem  this 
nrnvMoo  lmpr°7eilient  ■ un  -the  ®ystem  hitherto  followed.  At.  present  each  collector 
and  1 the  Pimted  receipts  issued  by  himself,  which  has  led  to  their  being  various  inform 
det  ffn  tllus  hable  to  fraudulent  substitution  without  the  means  of  ready 

anv  s, ZhfJ lh.e.un/°rm,,y  °^ize  and  paper,  and  the  affixing  of  a private  mark,  will  render 

any  such  fraud  in  future  nearly  impossible. 

°*  accounting  by  the  collectors  has  also  been  so  arranged  that  while  they  are 
- . e accounts  of  their  collections  directly  to  the  several  Boards  respectively,  the 
and  K«SS101i?i1Si  r,efcain  a co.mplete  check  upon  the  intromissions  of  the  different  collectors, 
in  led  *°  , P distinct  accounts  for  the  use  of  the  English  and  Irish  Boards, 

0 w mcl1  at  any  time  they  can  have  recourse. 

thJntrr11'?1113*’  C0nTrn ‘ssitm  hereafter  to  be  allowed  to  the  collectors  came  also  under 

that  tli  1CU  a*  .not,ce„  1 y°ur  committee ; and  after  much  consideration  they  were  satisfied 
o-ivpn  _e,Plovlslons  “i e statute  plainly  contemplated  five  per  cent,  as  the  maximum  to  be 

° 0 36  6y  accord,nS1y  ®xed  that  as  the  rate  of  charge  hereafter  to  be  allowed.  But  as 


A copy  of  the 
existing  Table  is 
appended  to  this 
Return. 
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5,2  APPENDIX  TO  REPORT  FROM  THE 

some  of  the  ports  have  creeks  in  dependence,  at  which  there  are  sub-collectors  for  .whom 
the  collector  at  the  principal  port  is  responsible,  it  appeared  to  your  committee  that 
an  additional  commission  of  2 h per  cent,  should  be  allowed  on  the  amount  of  toll  duties 
collected  at  each  creek  respectively.  Your  committee  are  happy  to  be  able  to  state  to  the 
Board  that  a similar  rate  of  commission  to  the  collectors  to  that  which  they  have  adopted 
has  been  fixed  by  the  Trinity  House  and  the  Ballast  Board  of  Dublin,  for  the  collectors 
of  the  light  duties  in  England  and  Ireland  respectively. 

Your  committee  have  also  made  arrangements  with  Sir  William  Forbes  8t  Company  that 
they  are  to  receive  the  duties  of  the  three  Boards,  without  any  additional  charge,  and 
to  keep  separate  and  distinct  accounts  of  the  sums  received  by  them,  and  held  at  the 
disposal  of  the  Commissioners.  • a u a * -i  1 • * *.  ■ 

The  requisite  documents  to  the  collectors  will  be  accompanied  by  detailed  instructions  for 
their  guidance  in  making  their  collections,  which  your  committee  have  framed  after  much 
consideration,  and  various  communications  with  the  other  Boards. 

The  great  clian°e  which  has  been  introduced  into  the  system  of  management  has  rendered 
it  necessary  that  dfstinct  port  ledgers  shall  be  kept  for  tlie  different  Boards  ; and  these  have 
been  framed  in  such  a manner  as  on  inspection  to  afford  immediately  any  information  which 
may  be  required  by  the  English  or  Irish  Boards,  and  the  accounts  can  be  made  out  at  any 
time  on  an  hour’s  notice. 

In  consequence  of  the  provision  which  the  statute  contains  regarding  superanuations  per- 
mitted to  be  granted  to  persons  in  the  service  of  the  Board,  your  committee  have  thought 
it  imperative  that  the  appointment  of  the  light  keepers  and  other  individuals  in  their  em- 
ployment should  hereafter  be  made  directly  by  the  Commissioners  instead  of  being  made, 
as  hitherto  by  the  engineer.  They  accordingly  directed  a certificate  of  appointment  to 
be  prepared  for  each  of  the  present  keepers,  stating  tlie  period  when  lie  first  entered  the 
service  of  the  Commissioners,  having  a situation  in  their  employment  with  a stated  salary; 
and  with  regard  to  tlie  future  appointments,  your  committee  are  decidedly  of  opinion,  that 
while  the  recommendation  to  the  situation  and  the  control  over  the  light  keepers  should  remain 
with  the  engineer,  the  appointment  itself  should  be  made  by  the  Board,  and  that  when  an 
individual  is  appointed  to  any  situation  in  the  service  of  the  Commissioners  he  should  appear 
at  a meeting  of  the  Board,  and  receive  a regular  extract  of  the  minute  of  his  appointment, 
signed  by  tlie  secretary,  a form  of  which  has  been  prepared  : a similar  form  of  certificate,  to 
be  given  to  an  assistant  keeper  when  he  is  raised  to  the  situation  of  principal,  lias  also  been 

mait\°so  appears  to  your  committee  of  the  utmost  importance,,  that  the  persons  appointed 
to  tlie  situation  of  light  keepers  should  be  in  the  prime  of  life  ; and  they  would  humbly 
suoxrest  that  hereafter  no  person  should  be  nominated  above  35,  or  under  21  years  of  ag’e. 
It  may  be  observed  that  the  regulation  of  the  Board  fixing  the  period  of  appointment  to  be 
between  the  age  of  25  and  35,  made  several  years  ago,  seems  for  some  time  past  to  have 
been  utterly  disregarded.  . . , , ..  . . , , ,, , 

Your  committee  have  already  stated  it  as  their  opinion  that  the  light  keepers  should  be 
placed  under  the  control  of  the  engineer,  and  that  this  should  be  distinctly  notified  to  each 
of  them  when  they  receive  their  appointment.  But  they  are  also  equally  clear  that  the 
authority  of  the  Commissioners  should  be  interponed  to  any  changes  in  situation ; a direction 
made,  it  may  be  remarked  in  July  1816,  but  which  seems  unfortunately  not  to  have  been 
attended  to ; and  that  all  suspensions  or  punishments  which  the  engineer  may  consider 
necessary  should  be  immediately  intimated  to  the  Board,  and  noticed  in  the  minutes  of  tbe 

With  the  view  of  rendering  the  management  of  this  branch  of  the  service  complete,  your 
committee  have  prepared  a register  of  light  keepers,  divided  into  three  parts  : first,  showing 
the  principal  light  keepers  according  to  seniority,  the  time  of  their  service,  and  where 
serving  • second,  showing  the  names  of  the  assistant  keepers,  with  the  same  order  ana  par- 
ticular : and  third,  a list  of  lighthouses,  showing  the  distribution  of  the  light  keepers,  and 
their  changes  from  time  to  time ; the  whole  being  framed  in  such  a manner  as  to  check  eaca 

Your  committee  also  directed  the  engineer  to  revise  the  instructions  to  the  light  keepers, 
and  make  such  alterations  as  appeared  to  him  expedient.  These  corrected  instructions 
having  been  considered  and  approved  of  by  the  committee,  will  be  transmitted  to  tne  au- 
ferent  stations. 

The  experience  of  past  years  has  occasionally  suggested  various  improvements,  but  the 
detail  of  the  present  mode  of  collecting  the  light  dues  will  be  found  in  the  existing  bye-law  , 
rules,  and  regulations  of  the  Board,  chapter  7. 

By  order  of  the  Commissioners  of  Northern  Lighthouses. 

Edinburgh,  9 April  1845.  Alex.  Cuniugham,  Joint  Secretary. 
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An  Account  of  all  Compositions  in  lieu  of  Light  Dues  made  by  the  Commissioners  of 
Northern  Lighthouses  under  the  Act  26  Geo.  3,  c.  101,  sec.  17  ; together  with  Copies  or 
Extracts  of  the  Minutes  of  General  Meetings  of  the  Commissioners  granting  the  same  in 
each  Year  since  1834  to  1844,  both  inclusive. 


Note. — Although  some  of  the  applications  for  compositions  were  not  disposed  of  till  after 
1834,  yet  they  were  previously  presented  ; and  it  is  consequently  necessary  in  order  to  brino- 
them  into  view  to  go  farther  back  in  the  proceedings  of  the  Board. 


Class  I.  Case  of  Steam  Vessels. 

Excerpt  from  Minute  of  Bell  Rock  Committee,  12  November  1833. 

There  was  laid  before  the  meeting  the  following  memorial  of  James  Martin  and  James 
and  George  Bums,  part  owners  and  agents  for  steam-vessels,  Glasgow,  which  was  remitted 
to  the  engineer  to  report. 

rr,  . , . , , Glasgow,  9 July  1833. 

Ihe  memorial  of  James  Martin  and  James  and  George  Burns,  part  owners  of  and  ao-ents 
for  steam-vessels,  Glasgow,  0 

Your  memorialists  would  beg  most  respectfully  to  call  the  attention  of  your  honourable 
Board  to  the  dues  paid  by  steam-vessels  for  the  Northern  Lighthouses,  particularly  those 
under  their  charge  trading  from  Glasgow  to  Liverpool  and  Belfast. 

It  would  be  superfluous  to  insist  on  the  great  advantages  which  the  trade  of  this  country 
has  derived  from  steam  navigation,  nor  perhaps  is  it  necessary  to  show  how  much  it  is  the 
interest  of  all  concerned  in  the  prosperity  of  our  commerce,  to  endeavour  to  remove  every 
obstacle  to  its  successful  operation,  and  that  those  who  have  embarked  their  capital  in  it 
may  meet  with  such  returns  as  will  not  only  induce  them  to  cultivate  with  spirit  the  trade 
already  opened,  but  to  extend  their  business  and  open  up  communications  with  more  remote 
parts  of  the  kingdom,  create  an  intercourse  between  them  and  those  more  deeply  peopled 
„ ,,  7 enabling  both  the  farmer  and  manufacturer  to  bring  their  commodities  speed  ily  and’ 

at  little  expense  to  market,  enhance  the  value  of  every  kind  of  property,  and  by  this  means 
not  only  benefit  landed  proprietors,  manufacturers  and  farmers,  but  increase  the  co  mforts 
of  all  classes  of  the  community. 

From  the  frequency  which  the  steam-packets  employed  by  your  memorialists  sail,  and 
the  short  time  they  are  on  the  voyage,  they  may  be  said  to  derive  but  little  advantage  from 
the  few  lighthouses  they  pass,  as  all  on  board  of  them  must  be  intimately  acquainted  with 
the  course,  so  that  the  vessels  are  taxed  more  for  the  benefit  of  others  than  their  own 
immediate  advantage  ; indeed  rather  for  the  benefit  of  those  navigating  other  parts  of  the 
coast  than  the  trade  of  St.  George’s  Channel,  as  there  are  but  few  lighthouses  on  that  part 
ot  the  coast,  while  the  vessels  are  charged  as  much  as  if  they  derived  the  benefit  of  the 
J ole  e,recte  , ^ yo«r  honourable  Board.  Indeed,  as  the  steamers  between  this  and  Bel- 
fast perform  the  voyage  in  twelve  hours,  they  are  seldom  at  sea  during  the  night,  but  have 
aylight  to  the  whole  voyage  ; and  thus,  through  a considerable  portion  of  the  year,  make 
110  whatever  of  the  lights  for  which  they  pay  so  much. 

1 uumber  of  trips  which  steam-vessels  are  able  to  perform,  however,  does  not  make  up, 
naer  the  low  rates  of  freight  at  which  they  have  to  carry  goods,  for  the  great  cost  in 
cling  and  fitting  up  as  well  as  the  very  heavy  expense  of  maintaining  compared  with  sail- 
vessels  with  which  they  have  still  to  compete ; for  although  a steamer  may  make  about  three 
ya^es  tor  one  which  a sail-vessel  can,  her  first  cost  is  upwards  of  ten  times  as  much,  and 
r disbursements  for  one  week  are  more  than  is  required  for  the  other  during  a whole 
• °th  -•  *our  honourable  Board  will  see  from  this,  that  although  the  utmost  economy 
vrndeU\1Kana^eraerit  *S  °*JServe^'  anc*  a decided  preference  given  to  them  by  the  shippers  of 
° £lve  a much  smaller  return  on  the  capital  invested  than  sail-vessels,  notwith- 

. 1 • m§  t"e  great  benefit  they  have  been  to  the  commerce  of  the  country.  Indeed,  on 
,■  n7nS  a general  view  of  the  steam  trade,  it  will  he  found  that  there  has  been  a decided 
m ‘n®  °*  capital  in  place  of  a profit  realized,  and  under  the  most  favourable  view  of  the 
calrnM  a,i  where  no  loss  has  been  suffered,  it  is  not  on  single  trips  that  profit  can  be 
the  f dte  . ,as  01\e  °‘  the  principal  advantages  offered  by  steam  is  regularity  and  certainty  in 
onen^tw11?  ° S°°ds ; to  produce  this  it  becomes  necessary  when  a station  has  once  been 
hannen  * vesse*  he  dispatched  at  a regular  time  full  or  not  full,  and  it  frequently 
in  1 steaJners  perform  many  trips  at  a great  loss.  Indeed  in  most  trades  it  is  only 
under  ar  sea?ons  that  they  coyer  their  expenses  and  make  any  profit,  although  they  are 
„ . +16  “E**  runi?’nS  during  the  whole  year ; your  memorialists  can  speak  with  the 

o-nfin^i,  r en?,e  on  this  subject  as  they  have  had  many  years  experience  of  the  navi- 
gating both  of  sail-vessels  and  of  steamers.  J V 

™ the  frequency  which  steam-vessels  make  their  trips,  they  are  compelled  to  pav 
leviprl  *1^  + *ov  hghthouse  dues  than  was  contemplated,  at  tne  time  of  fixing  the  rates  to  be 
at*  .•  f any  vessel  would  be  subjected  to;  and  your  memorialists  would  request  the 
on  ctp10n  °*  y°7  Honourable  Board  to  the  fact,  that  although  the  rate  of  dues  was  reduced 
than  sV l6rS  *°  , ® t^lan  a fourth  part  of  the  present  rate,  they  would  still  have  to  pay  more 
sunerin  , esses„  °0,  From  the  intercourse  between  Glasgow  and  Liverpool,  and  the 
below  il  C aSS  °*  vesse's  employed,  this  station  may  be  taken  as  giving  neither  above  nor 
nofi  16  aveiaoe  amount  of  dues  paid  by  sail-vessels  employed  in  the  coasting  trade. 
6°’  3 T There 
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APPENDIX  to  report  from  the 
6*4 

There  ere  at  present  six  smacks  employed,  the  largest  of  which  measnres  109  tons  per 
repSter  and  should  15  trips  out  and  15  home  be  taken  as  the  number  she  can  perform  ia 
a Teafit  will  give  27 1.  5 s.  as  the  sum  she  will  be  charged  for  N orthem  Lights  for  that  time. 
The  tonnage  of  the  « Manchester,”  one  of  the  steam-packets  employed  by  your  memorialist, 
in  the  same  trade,  is  219  tons  per  register,  and  as  she  can  easily  perform  the  voyage  to 
Liverpool  and  back  in  the  same  week  (taking  only  from  22  to  24  hours  each  way  , 50  taps 
oit  and  50  home  may  be  taken  as  the  number  she  performed  m the  year;  and  this,  at  the 
p eseSt  rate  of  2 d.  per  ton,  will  give  182  1.  10  s.  as  the  sum  she  has  to  pay  for  the  same 
Ed  It  will  be  observed  that  the  steamer  is  double  the  tonnage  of  the  smack,  and, 
f Ted  it  is  found  that  steamers  require  to  be  of  about  that  proportion  to  sad-vessels 
employed  in  the  same  trade,  but  their  capacity  for  the  stowage  of  goods  is  not  nearly  so 
neat  per  ton  render  as  sail-vessels,  which  will  be  evident  at  once  when  it  is  considered  that 
the  engines  oceSpy  the  centre  of  the  ship,  which  is  the  most  valuable  place  for  stowige. 

Y ” r memorialists  would  most  respectfully  suggest  that  wha  ever  reduction  your  Honour- 
able Board  may  be  pleased  to  make  to  the  steam-vessels  under  then-  charge,  hat  ,t  may 
be  on  the  rate  per'  ton  register,  say  to  a fourth  of  the  present  rate,  at  which  the  “ Man- 
chester” would  require  to  pay  91  l.  5 s.  a year,  rather  than  by  compounding  by  the  year, 
asstuiuld  any  accident  happen  to  any  of  the  vessels  compounded  for  as  to  prevent  her 
pl,in  “ for  a time  she  might  be  subjected  to  a higher  rate  ot  the  number  of  voyages  actually 
performed  than  if  she  had  paid  the  full  rate  each  trip. 

Eie  steam-packets  under  your  memorialists' charge,  and  for  which  they  would  crave  a 
reduction  on  the  rate  of  dues,  are  the  following : 

The  “ Manchester,”  of  219  tons  per  register. 

“Liverpool”  - 29(3  “ 

“Clyde”  - - 195  - — 

“ Glasgow”  - 181  - — 

“ Ailsa  Craig  ” 170  - — 

Which  are  employed  in  the  Glasgow  and  Liverpool  trade. 

The  “ Fingal  ” of  202  tons  per  register. 

“ Antelope  ” - 101  — 

“Belfast”  - - 123  - — 

“ Eclipse”  - - 104  - — 

Employed  in  the  Glasgow  and  Belfast  trade ; and  the  " Gazelle,”  of  186  tons  per  register, 
about  to  be  employed  between  Liverpool  and  Inverness.  . ...  , . 

From  tlie  number  and  tonnage  of  these  vessels,  your  Honourable  Board  will  observe  that 
vour  memorialists  pay  largely  towards  the  support  of  Northern  Lighthouses. 

5 Upon  consideration  of  all  the  circumstances,  and  from  the  powers  with  which  your 
Honourable  Board  are  invested,  as  well  as  the  praiseworthy  anxiety  you  have  aliudy  shown 
to  give  every  encouragement  to  trade,  by  the  erection  ot  lighthouses,  and  in Jiving rebfif 
where  the  dues  press  heavily  on  any  vessel  or  vessels,  your  memorialists  confidently,  but 
very  respectfully, ^anticipate  such  a reduction  on  the  rate  of  dues  leviable  on  their  vessels 
as  will  to  your  Honourable  Board  appear  equitable. 


Exceept  from  Minute  of  Bell  Rock  Committee,  17  February  1834. 

The  engineer  laid  before  the  meeting  the  following  report  on  the  memorial  of  Messrs. 
Maitin  ana  Burns,  which  was  remitted  to  liim  on  12th  November  last. 

The  Report  of  Robert  Stevenson,  Engineer,  to  the  Bell  Rock  Committee. 

Edinburgh,  17  February  1834. 

This  committee  having  remitted  to  the  reporter  the  memorial  of 
and  others,  part  owners  of  certain  steam-vessels  trading  between  the  pot l of  Ghg* 
Belfast,  and  Liverpool,  craving  a reduction  on  the  rate  of  dues  leviable  on  thei 

“Speatef  part  of  the  trade  in  goods  and  passengers  carried  EETt'SkHS 
being  chiefly  by  steamers,  the  memorialists,  ill  the  opinion  of  the  reporter,  do  no  * 
any  case  of  hardship  in  relation  to  the  payment  of  light  dues  that  may  no  ^ 

priety  be  maintained  by  traders  on  all  parts  of  the  coast,  particularly  m the  bn  J 

Forth,  and  Moray.  . ,,  , , • C1,hipct.  in 

In  the  month  of  January  1833,  the  reporter  had  occasion  to  allude  to > ttos  s ^ 
consequence  of  an  application  for  a remission  of  light  dues  from  the  poit  oi 
which  he  begs  now  to  refer.  ,roc_pic  mssins; 

There  is  doubtless  considerable  hardship  arising  m these  narrow  seas  from  Aoafor 
a single  light  or  two,  as  from  Glasgow  to  Belfast,  in  paying  the  full  dues  o - • P 
the  northern  lights.  But  it  does  not  seem  equitable  to  modify  tins  m any  on  J. 

by  laying  down  special  limits  to  the  respective  lights  in  such  situations,  ana  D 3 

small  rate  or  tonnage  for  each  light  passed.  , ^..nnsidered  by 

The  light  dues  of  the  Firth  of  Forth  in  this  respect  seem  to  require  to  be  reco 
tic  Lighthouse  Board.  Boler!  Simmon- 

Ani 
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And  the  meeting  deeming  the  subject  embraced  in  this  memorial  and  report  one  of  great 
importance,  remitted  the  same  to  the  following  sub-committee,  Mr.  L’Amy  to  be  convener- 
viz.  Bailie  Thomson,  James  L’Amy,  esq.,  Archibald  Bell,  esq.,  J.  A.  Maconochie  esq’ 
Andrew  Murray,  esq.  ’’’ 


Minute  of  Sub-Committee  on  the  Petition  of  the  Owners  of  Steam  Vessels  in  the 
Clyde,  held  19  March  1834. 

Present : Robert  Bruce,  esq.,  Robert  Thomson,  esq..  First  Bailie  of  Edinburgh. 

The  sub-committee,  to  whom  was  remitted  the  memorial  of  Messrs.  Martin  and  Burns 
part-owners  of  the  steam-vessels  sailing  from  the  Clyde,  engrossed  in  the  Minute  of  the’ 
12th  November  last,  having  considered  the  same,  with  the  report  of  the  eno-meer  thereon 
as  engrossed  m the  Minute  of  17th  February  last,  are  of  opinion  that  the  case  of  the  memo- 
rialists is  deserving  of  the  most  favourable  consideration  of  the  Commissioners.  At  the 
same  time  the  sub-committee  are  sensible  that  whatever  abatement  of  duties  is  given  to  the 
memorialists,  must,  upon  principle,  be  likewise  granted  to  all  steam-vessels  similarly  situated 
navigating  the  firths  and  narrow  seas.  The  committee  therefore,  although  they  are  not  at 
present  prepared  to  go  the  length  of  the  abatement  prayed  for  in  the  memorial,  beg  leave 
to  recommend  that  an  abatement  of  one-half  of  the  light  dues  now  exigible  should  be  made 
to  the  memorialists  on  the  different  vessels  specified  in  their  memorial,  with  the  exception 
of  the  “ Gazelle,”  to  be  employed  in  the  trade  between  Liverpool  and  Inverness,  and  thus 
going  beyond  the  limits  of  the  firths  and  narrow  seas. 

They  at  the  same  time  recommend  that  an  abatement  to  the  same  extent  should  be 
given  to  any  other  steam-vessels  navigating  the  Clyde,  and  the  narrow  seas  connected 
therewith. 

In  order,  however,  that  the  Commissioners  may  be  enabled  to  judge  of  the  effect  that  will 
be  produced  if  the  above  recommendation  should  be  adopted,  direct  the  secretary  to  lav 
before  the  Commissioners  an  account  showing  the  total  amount  of  the  duties  received  in  the 
year  ended  5th  January  last  from  the  whole  steam-vessels  navigating  the  Clvde  and  the 
narrow  seas  connected  with  that  firth.  J 
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Excerpt  from  Minute  of  General  Meeting  of  Commissioners,  dated  8 July  1834. 

The  minutes  of  the  various  committee  meetings  held  since  last  general  meeting  were  read 
over  mid  approved  of,  and  the  authority  of  this  meeting  interponed  thereto,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  the  subject  of  duties  on  the  steam-boats,  on  which  the  sub-committee  had  not  vet 
matured  their  report ; and  the  same  was  re-committed,  with  full  power.  3 


Excerpt  from  Minute  of  Beli.  Rock  Committee,  dated  19  November  1834. 
There  was  laid  before  the  meeting  the  following  petition  from  Robert  Davidson,  master 
of  the  Dundee  steam-boat. 

Unto  the  Honourable  the  Commissioners  of  the  Northern  Lights  for  Scotland. 

The  Petition  of  Robert  Davidson,  Master  and  Owner  of  the  “ Rothesay  ” Steam-boat 
residing  at  the  Chain  Pier,  Newhaven, 

Humbly  showeth, 

, ^'^5tyour  petitioner  has  for  some  time  past  been  in  the  constant  practice  of  plyino-  with 
tfte  Kothesay  steam-boat  between  the  Chain  Pier  and  Dundee,  going  the  one  day  and 
returning  the  other ; that  the  sum  which  he  is  charged  and  pays  for  the  lights  on  said  coast 
your  petitioner  considers  very  exorbitant;  he  pays  as  much  each  time  as  your  Honors 
cnarge  tor  a vessel  going  to  Ireland  or  elsewhere,  which  perhaps  only  sails  the  coast  once 
r twice  in  a year:  that  your  petitioner  finds  that  unless  he  in  future  receive  an  abatement 
ErT?  ™hebas  b??.n  cllarSe^  and  in  the  habit  of  paying  since  he  first  commenced 
Pying  between  the  Cham  Pier  and  Dundee,  he  will  be  under  the  necessity  of  givino-  up 
15  W1‘h  hls  boat  altogether  on  said  coast.  Besides,  the  season  is  advancing-;  and°  the 
passeaS®r.s  will  be  considerably  limited,  (which  the  petitioner  already  finds  to  be 
. d.ecrease')  wbicli  gives  your  petitioner  the  more  cause  to  complain : and  he  may  men- 
b,^  i5in,Ce  your  Petltlone1'  commenced  to  ply  with  his  boat  between  the  Chain  Pier  and 
T rtf’  16  • never  yet  once  had  occasion  for  the  lights  on  said  coast. 
tWn^i  c‘rcam®tances  your  petitioner  would  humbly  submit  that  you  in  future  reduce 
Pier  anr/ri 1C  j 16  ba  jbeeni’-n  • babit  of  paying  for  his  boat  plying  between  the  Chain 
coast  Un  i’,  and- tax  Vm  Wltb  a certa‘u  reduced  specific  sum  for  the  lights  on  said 
with  LwTfy  or  monthly,  such  as  your  petitioner  will  be  able  to  pay  while  he  plies 
U1  ms  boat  between  the  Cham  Pier  and  Dundee.  r 

. it  therefore  please  your  Honors  to  take  the  above  statement  into  consideration, 
of  ln.  tur?  to  reduce  the  sum  which  your  petitioner  has  been  charged  and  in  the  habit 
1 paying  since  he  commenced  plying  with  his  boat  between  the  Chain  Pier  and 
, , 1 ee?  ,a?“  *°  *ax  the  same  to  a weekly  or  monthly  sum  for  the  lights  on  said  coast, 
e Pai(t  by  your  petitioner  while  his  boat  plies  on  said  passage. 

And  your  petitioner  shall  ever  pray. 

. (signed)  Rober  Davidson. 

0.36. 
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Appendix,  No.  14.  Excehpt  from  Minute  of  Belt.  Rock  Committee,  23  February  1835. 

Compositions  in  Theke  mas  laid  before  the  meeting  the  following  petition  of  Robert  Davidson,  master  of 
lieu  of  Light  Dues  the  Rothesay  steam-boat : 

since  1834.  To  the  Honourable  the  Commissioners  of  the  Northern  Lighthouses. 

• The  Memorial  of  Robert  Davidson,  Steam-boat  Proprietor, 

Tirat'vouJ memorialist  is  owner  of  the  Rothesay  steamer  of  68  tons,  which  vessel  plied 
a considerable  part  of  last  summer  betwixt  Ifewhaven  and  Dundee. 

Your  memorialist  respectfully  begs  that  your  Honourable  Board  would  grant,  on  behalf 
of  this  vessel,  a modification  of  the  lighthouse  dues  heretofore  charged  on  that  passage. 

That  the  heavy  dues  of  5 d.  per  ton  encli  trip,  out  nnd  in,  is  more  than  the  trade  u able 
to  afford  • and  a steam-vessel  making  so  many  as  three,  trips  m the  week,  and  occasionally 
more,  the  charge  for  lights  is  more  than  proportionate  for  a vessel  sailing  at  a regular  hour 

W1ThatStlmlreat  expense  of  steam  navigation  has  hitherto  deterred  any  vessel  from  per- 
severing on  this  passage,  and  it  cannot  he  done  all  the  year  round  except  at  a great  loss. 

That  last  year  your  memorialist  laid  up  the  vessel  on  the  approach  of  winter,  as  the  dues 
would  have  been  still  charged  at  this  period  of  the  season,  when  the  passengers  would  have 

be  Yom'memorialist  requests  vour  Honourable  Board  will  uot  overlook  one  circumstance  in 
comnarison  with  steam  inland  navigation,  or  in  lochs  and  protected  places,  that  the  passage 
to  Dundee  from  Leith  is  open  and  exposed,  and  more  expensive  for  insurance. 

That  the  maintaining  a regular  communication  for  passengers  betwixt  these  places,  and 
the  establishing  a set  hour  and  despatch,  is  highly  beneficial  to  the  distnct,  and  deserving 
of  encouragement ; while  this  being  the  first  attempt  m forming  a regular  perseverance  on 
the  passage  is  exceedingly  discouraged  by  the  hid,  rate  of  light  charges  made,  winch  some- 
time’s exceed  the  money  drawn,  anf  often  the  wliole  money  netted,  apart  from  tear  and 

"Tour  memorialist  respectfully  craves  that  your  Honourable  Board  would  modify  the  dues 
to  the  sum  of  sterling  per  annum,  making  a fair  contribution  from  a vessel  carrying  no 
goods, 'and  operate  as  an  Inconragement  to  keep  the  passage  open  for  the  public  aecommo- 
dation,  even  when  the  number  of  passengers  are  not  equal  to  cover  the  expense  of  a 

* SteThatethe1  facts  herein  condescended  on  are  matter  of  public  notoriety.  The  want  of 

conveyance  regularly  on  this  passage  lias  often  been  complained  of;  but  the  losses  made, 
when  die  trade  was  attempted  several  years  ago,  has  hitherto  deterred  others  fiom  the 
undertaking.  . , . , 

May  it  therefore  please  your  Honourable  Board  to  take  this  memorial  into  your 
favourable  consideration,  and,  ill  virtue  of  the  power  conferred  on  you  by  the  Acts  of 
Parliament,  grant  the  modification  sought,  or  such  other  or  farther  modifications  as  to 
your  Honourable  Board  shall  appear  reasonable. 

And  your  memorialist  shall,  ever  pray,  See. 

(signed)  Robert  Davidson. 

But  the  meeting  being  of  opinion  that  the  abatement  of  light  dues  Payable  on  steam- 
vessels  must  be  a general  measure,  they  remit  this  application  to  the  sub-committee,  to 
the  applications  from  the  west  coast  were  remitted  on  19th  March  1834. 

Excerpt  from  Minute  of  Special  Meeting  of  Committee  on  Steam-Boat  Dues, 

16  April  1835. 

The  clerk  laid  before  the  meeting  the  following  Return,  which  had  been  made  up  ui 
terms  of  the  remit  of  the  committee : 

AN  ACCOUNT  showing  the  Total  Amount  of  Northern  Light  Dubs  ‘^eijedm^ 
Year  ended  5th  January  1834,  from  the  whole  Steam- Vessels  Navigatm  the  F ^ 
the  Narrow  Seas  connected  with  that  Firth  .--Ordered  by  Mmute  of  the  Bell  no 
Committee,  19th  March  1834.  . 


Ayr  - 

Amlwch 

Beaumaris 

Belfast 

Bristol 

Coleraine 

Chester 

Cardiff 

Cork  - 


- - No  charge  is  made  between  Ayr 

and  Glasgow,  and  the  other  ports 

up  the  Clyde. 
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POETS. 

DUTIES, 

REMARKS. 

Dublin  ----- 

£.  s.  d. 
90  19  2 

Dumfries  ----- 

— 

See  letter  as  to  profits. 

Glasgow  ----- 

984  14  5 

Greenock  ----- 

5 2 6 

Irvine  ----- 

— 

Isle  of  Man  - 

7 12  11 

Kirkcudbright  - 

■ — 

Llanelly  - - ~ - - 1 

— 

Londonderry  - 

239  4 8 

See  letter  as  to  profits. 

Liverpool  - - - - - : 

541  12  - 

Nevvrv  ----- 

— 

Port  Glasgow  - 

1 14  6 

Preston  ----- 

— 

Stranraer  ----- 

19  19  6 

Swansea  ----- 

— 

Whitehaven  - 

22  14  7 

£. 

2,298  3 8 

Appendix,  No.  14. 

Compositions  in 
lieu  of  Light  Dues 
since  1834, 


There  was  laid  before  the  committee  the  following  renewed  applications  for  abate- 
ments : — 


1.— LETTER  from  Robert  Davidson,  Chain  Pier,  enclosing  a Petition  as  to  « Rothesay" 
Steam-packet,  plying  between  Leith  and  Dundee,  of  which  the  tenor  follows. 

Unto  the  Honourable  the  Commissioners  for  the  Northern  Lights. 

The  Petition  of  Robert  Davidson,  residing  in  Chain  Pier  Crescent,  Edinburgh,  Owner  of 
the  “ Rothesay  Steam- packet,  which  sails  between  the  Chain  Pier  and  Dundee, 

Humbly  showeth. 

That  this  vessel  is  68  tons  register,  and  has  been  fitted  up  at  great  expense  solely  for 
passengers,  without  any  accommodation  for  goods. 

That  steam-vessels,  it  is  well  known,  are  very  expensive  to  owners  on  account  of  ma- 
chinery, fuel,  oils,  engineers,  firemen,  high  insurance,  & c.,  but  more  particularly  because  of 
the  frequent  refitting  and  repairs  of  the  metallic  work,  occasioned  by  the  influence  and 
action  of  muriate  of  soda  and  sulphate  of  magnesia,  or  other  saline  acids  of  which  sea-water 
is  composed,  and  which  rapidly  converts  iron  to  a rust  called  crocus  mortis  aperient  ; hence 
m most  cases  great  risk,  outlay,  and  little  profit,  compared  with  other  speculations,  are 
derived  from  this  description  of  vessels,  which  the  gigantic  march  of  science  has  brought 
into  practical  use  for  the  despatch  of  business  and  benefit  of  mankind. 

That,  in  addition  to  the  above  heavy  unavoidable  expenses,  your  petitioner  has  been 
enevously  borne  down  by  a ruinous  and  unjust  tax  or  charge  on  his  small  steam-vessel  for 
tne  northern  Lights,  inflicted  on  him  without  mercy  or  compassion  by  your  collector  of  shore- 
dues,  who  haunts  and  oppresses  your  petitioner,  every  time  of  his  arrival,  for  the  full  amount 
of  Ins  exorbitant  demands,  though  it  can  be  proved  by  irresistible  evidence  that  your  peti- 
tioner s vessel  derives  no  benefit  whatever  from  these  lights,  as  the  “ Rothesay  ” sails  by  day, 
an  not  by  night:  it  would,  perhaps,  he  a libel  on  your  Honors’ justice  to  suppose  for  a 
moment  that  either  the  Legislature  or  you  ever  intended  to  charge  night-lights  for  a day 
passage-boat,  or,  in  other  words,  for  a steam  passage-boat  which  merely  plys  through  the 
day  and  not  during  night.  J r J ° 

That  with  a sincere  view  to  accommodate  the  public,  in  the  prospect  of  some  merited 
patronage  that  may  lead  on  to  adequate  profit,  which  your  petitioner  cannot  boast  of  at 
present,  he  intends  to  ply  on  the  above-mentioned  passage  but  once  a day  until  the  11th  of 
. ana  from  that  period  to  the  11th  of  August  twice;  but  unless  your  Honors  will  con- 
1°  ,serve  best  interests  of  the  public  by  shielding  him  from  this  unjust  and 
da  fM  charSe  y°ur  collector,  who  insists  for  two  payments  each  day  after  the  11th 
ihlh  1 j next)  °F  afc  *east  giving  your  oppressed  petitioner  a considerable  abatement  of 
r .;,-eavy  1dues>  aa<i  thereby  enable  him  to  continue  the  steam-boat  on  the  passage,  your 
altnaprtf  - :eav®. to  state  ^at  he  will  be  under  the  necessity  of  abandoning  the  passage 
> ® t7,er’  as  his  reliance  of  remuneration  by  moderate  fares  rests  solely  cn  passengers,  for 
vnnrTl  16  vess.„  was  fitted  up,  and  not  on  goods,  which  he  does  not  carry ; and,  further, 
niccor.  °n0r-S  W1  P‘ea^  hear  in  mind  that  the  petitioner  is  compelled  to  sail  with  or  without 
passengers  m terms  of  his  advertisements. 

public  6r  3 ^ t*leSe  untowarfi  circumstances,  so  injurious  to  capital  and  detrimental  to  the 

P®fit'°nev  humbly  prays  that  your  Honors  will  be  pleased  to  give  immediate 
ers  to  your  collector  of  shore-dues  to  free  and  relieve  him  from  the  above  oppressive 
n ruinous  daily  demand  for  the  Northern  Lights,  from  which  he  derives  not  the  smallest 
vantage,  or  at  least  to  give  your  harassed  petitioner  a liberal  and  just  abatement  of 
is  iniquitous  exorbitant  tax  on  his  small  capital  and  personal  industry, 
nd  your  petitioner,  as  in  duty  bound,  shall  ever  pray,  8tc. 

Q (signed)  Robert  Davidson . 

‘3  * 3 T 3 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


Appendix,  No.  i 

Compositions  in 
lieu  of  Light  Due 
since  1834. 


518  appendix  to  report  from  the 


|..  2.— LETTER  from  John  Sword,  agent  at  Leith  for  the  “ Maid  of  Islay,”  plying  oasa 
passage,  dated  14th  instant,  of  the  following  tenor : — 

s Gentlemen,  9>  Bernard-street,  Leith,  14  April  1835. 

As  agent  for  the  “ Maid  of  Islay”  steam-vessel,  plying  between  Leith  and  Dundee  with 
goods  and  passengers,  making  three  trips  in  the  week,  on  which  the  full  lights  have  been 
charged,  amounting  to  1/.  10  s.  10  d.  per  trip,  which,  with  the  other  port  charges,  comes  so 
heavy  on  the  vessel,  that  unless  some  considerable  modification  is  made,  I fear  it  will  be  im- 
possible to  continue  in  the  trade. 

I beg,  therefore,  most  respectfully  to  request  the  favour  of  your  taking  this  representation 
into  your  immediate  consideration,  and  desire  an  auswer  to  be  sent  me,  so  that  our  future 
proceedings  may  be  regulated. 

I have,  See. 

To  the  Honourable  (signed)  John  Sword. 

the  Commissioners  lor  the  Northern  Lights. 

And  the  special  committee  direct  a meeting  of  the  Bell  Rock  Committee  to  be  called  on 
Thursday  next,  at  three  o’clock,  to  take  the  subject  matter  of  dues  on  steam-boats  and  of 
the  said  petitions  into  their  consideration. 


Minute  of  Bell  Rock  Committee,  23  April  1835. 

The  meeting  having  taken  into  their  consideration  the  petitions  of  Robert  Davidson  and 
John  Sword,  which  were  before  the  special  committee  on  the  16th  instant,  and  engrossed  in 
their  minute ; and  having  referred  to  the  minute  of  the  special  committee  of  the  19th  March 
1834,  upon  the  application  for  abatement  from  the  managers  of  certain  steamers  on  the 
Clyde  ; and  also  having  before  them  the  return  which  had  been  prepared  by  the  order  of 
that  special  committee,  showing  the  total  amount  of  northern  light  duties  received  in  the 
year  to  5th  January  1834,  from  the  whole  steam-vessels  navigating  the  Clyde  and  the 
narrow  seas  connected  with  that  firth  ; and  having  also  taken  into  consideration  the  recom- 
mendation of  the  Select  Committee  of  the  House  of  Commons  last  year,  in  regard  to  the 
mode  of  charging  the  lights  upon  steam-vessels,  are  of  opinion,  that  however  proper  it  may 
be  that  some  general  rule  should  be  fixed,  so  as  to  give  relief  to  this  class  of  vessels,  yet  it 
is  not  at  present  expedient,  until  it  shall  be  seen  what  proceedings  shall  be  adopted  by  the 
Legislature,  in  terms  of  the  report  of  the  said  Select  Committee,  to  enter  into  the  consi- 
deration of  a general  abatement  to  steam-vessels,  more  particularly  as  a reduction  to  sailing- 
vessels  in  the  coasting  trade  must  fall  at  the  same  time  to  be  taken  into  view. 

With  regard,  however,  to  the  applications  from  the  two  vessels  engaged  in  the  trade 
between  Leith  and  Dundee,  the  committee  consider  these  as  more  in  the  nature  of  passage- 
boats,  and  the  necessity  of  relief  more  urgent,  the  distance  being  so  short  as  to  enable  the 
passage  to  be  made  out  and  home  in  one  day. 

They  are  of  opinion,  therefore,  that  a composition  for  one  half  of  the  dues  should  be  made 
with  the  “ Rothesay  ” and  “ Maid  of  Islay”  steam-vessels  while  employed  between  Leith  and 
Dundee ; and  that  if  either  of  these  vessels  should  go  and  return  in  the  same  day,  the  com- 
pounded charge  should  be  made  once  only. 

They,  therefore,  recommend  a composition  to  this  extent  to  be  made  on  these  two  vessels 
to  the  general  meeting  of  the  Commissioners,  and  direct  the  clerk,  in  communicating  this 
resolution  to  notice  to  the  owner  of  the  “ Rothesay,”  the  very  improper  terms  in  which  Ins 
application  is  couched. 


Excerpt  from  Minute  of  Bell  Rock  Committee,  dated  2 July  1835. 

The  Clerk  laid  before  the  meeting  the  following  petition : 

To  the  Honourable  the  Commissioners  for  erecting  Lighthouses  in  the  Northern  Parts  0 
Great  Britain. 

The  Petition  of  Neil  Currie  and  John  Clark,  mariners,  in  Glasgow, 


Humbly  showeth, 

That  your  petitioners  are  sole  owners,  and  sail  as  master  and  steward  of  the  steamc 
“ Nimrod,”  of  Glasgow,  registering  96  tons.  _ , Wween 

That  for  sometime  they  have  been  employed  in  sailing  their  vessel  once  a wee 
Glasgow  and  Stranraer.  T . , . „mnunt- 

That  during  that  period  they  have  been  charged  2 d.  per  ton  for  Northern  Lignt  , 
ing  to  1 1.  12s.  every  voyage.  _ . r.0nsider- 

That  this  sum  they  find  pvessing  very  heavily  on  their  earnings  and  retarding 
ably  their  success  in  the  trade.  . . wealtliy 

That  the  “Locliryan,”  another  steamer  on  the  same  station,  and  belonging  t 
company,  is  only  charged  1 d.  per  ton.  . 

May  it  therefore  please  you  the  Commissioners  for  erecting  Lighthouses  in 
Northern  Part  of  Great  Britain,  to  relieve  your  petitioners ^ of  this  cnarg  , 
them  on  the  same  footing  with  the  owners  of  the  “ Lochryan.” 

And  vour  petitioners  will  ever  feel  grateful.  . 

, <*“«  &SX 

Glasgow,  22  June  1835.  ^ 
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And  before  coming  to  any  determination,  the  meeting  directed  the  clerk  to  write  to  the  Appendix  No  14 
collector  at  Glasgow  for  information.  w 

The  clerk  laid  before  the  meeting  the  following  application  from  the  collector  at  Compositions  in 
Glasgow.  lieu  of  Light  Dues 

Sir,  Custom-House,  Glasgow,  19  May  1835.  since  1834. 

In  forwarding  the  enclosed  application  from  Mr.  David  Napier,  I beg  leave  to  inform  

vou  that  the  “ James  Ewing  ” usually  plied  between  this  port  and  Lochgilphead,  but  so  soon 
a5  I learned  that  she  had  traded  part  of  last  summer  between  the  islands  of  Islay  and  Skye 
fat  neither  of  which  there,  is  a collector),  I made  inquiry,  and  ascertained  that  she  had  made 
19  voyages.  I then  applied  to  Mr.  Napier,  the  owner,  for  the  Northern  Lighthouse  dues  for 
said  voyages,  amounting  to  23 1-  15  s.,  which  he  declines  paying  till  the  result  of  the  present 
application  is  known.  Please  inform  me  when  a decision  is  given. 

I am,  &c. 

Charles  Cuningham,  Esq.  (signed)  D.  V.  M‘Murdo. 

Application  from  Mr.  Napier , above  alluded  to. 

Gentlemen,  __  Glasgow,  1 May  1835. 

During  last  summer  the  “ James  Ewing”  steam-packet,  belonging  to  me,  was  plying 
between  Islay  and  Tarbet  (in  the  place  of  the  “ Maid  of  Islay,”  then  under  repair) ; it  was 
proposed  to  send  her  also  to  Skye,  a voyage  the  “ Maid  of  Islay  ” used  to  make  weekly. 

The  “ James  Ewing”  not  being  a boat  suited  for  so  long  a voyage,  I did  not  think  she 
would  get  as  much  as  w ould  pay  her  expense.  I tried  it,  and  gave  it  up  as  it  did  not  pay. 

In  March  last,  nearly  six  months  after  the  ,l  James  Ewing  ” had  ceased  to  ply,  a demand 
was  made  on  me,  for  the  first  time,  for  24 1 for  lights,  nearly  25  s.  each  trip  to  Skye,  a 
considerable  proportion  of  her  entire  expense.  This  I refused  to  pay  on  the  score  that  if 
such  could  he  demanded,  it  should  have  been  done  when  she  commenced  to  ply ; had  that 
been  done,  she  would  not  have  been  sent  to  Skye,  as  I knew  well  she  could  not  afford  to  pay 
that.  I therefore  cannot  see  with  what  justice  that  demand  can  be  made  now;  besides,  I am 
informed  that  packets  plying  regularly,  as  in  the  case  of  the  “James  Ewing,”  and  cannot 
afford  to  pay  the  lights,  that  you  relieve  them  from  that  charge.  I therefore  hope  that  if 
you  do  not  consider  the  first  plea  a sufficient  ground  for  relieving  me  from  the  claim  now 
made,  that  yon  will  do  it  from  the  circumstance  of  the  trade  not  covering  the  expense  of 
navigating  the  vessel.  j ^ 

The  Honourable  the  (signed)  David  Napier. 

Commissioners  of  Northern  Lights. 

And  the  meeting,  though  they  cannot  suppose  that  the  owner  of  a steamboat  was  in  igno- 
rance that  light  dues  was  exigible,  yet,  under  the  circumstances  stated,  they  agree  to 
abate  one-half  of  the  demand. 

Note. — The  procedure  detailed  in  these  minutes  was  confirmed  at  the  general  meeting  of 
the  Board,  held  14  July  1835. 


Excerpt  from  Minute  of  Bell  Rock  Committee,  dated  28  October  1835. 

The  clerk  read  the  following  answer  from  the  collector  at  Glasgow  to  the  remit  which 
was  made  to  him  at  the  meeting  of  2d  J uly  last : 

Sir,  Custom  House,  Glasgow,  22  July  1835. 

I beg  leave  to  inform  you,  in  answer  to.  your  letter  of  15th  instant,  forwarding  the 
enclosed  application  from  Neil  Currie  and  John  Clark,  that  these  individuals  are,  as  repre- 
sented, owners  of  the  “ Nimrod,”  of  the  burthen  of  96  tons. 

The  “ Lochryan”  steam-packet  still  enjoys  the  abatement  to  one  half  of  the  dues  under 
your  letter  of  13  July  1831 ; and  the  only  difference  between  the  situation  of  the  two 
vessels  is,  that  while  the  “ Lochryan”  plies  once  a week  between  Glasgow  and  Stranraer, 
and  only  landing  and  receiving  passengers  and  goods  on  the  voyage  at  Greenock,  and 
(weather  permitting)  at  Girvan  and  Ballantrae,  the  “ Nimrod”  also  makes  a voyage 
weekly,  but,  besides  these  places,  she  likewise  calls  at  Gourock,  Innerkip,  Largs,  Millpnt, 
Ardrossan,  Troon,  and  Ayr. 

The  “ Nimrod”  also  makes  two  voyages  weekly  to  Ayr,  calling  at  the  intermediate  places. 

The  “ Lochryan”  of  late  has  commenced  also  to  ply  once  a week  between  Stranraer  and 
Belfast,  for  which,  I presume,  the  full  dues  will  in  such  cases  be  levied  at  these  ports. 

I am  not  aware  of  the  pecuniary  circumstances  of  the  owners  of  either  vessel. 

I am,  &c. 

(signed)  D.  V.  MeMurdo,  Collector. 

C.  Cuningham,  Esq.  Northern  Light  Office,  Edinburgh. 

But  the  meeting  delayed  coming  to  any  determination  till  Mr.  Bell,  the  sheriff  of  Ayr. 
should  have  an  opportunity  of  seeing  the  report. 

There  was  laid  before  the  meeting  the  following  petition,  for  the  owners  of  the  steam- 
boat * Dumbarton,”  of  Dundee : 

To  the  Honourable  the  Commissioners  of  the  Northern  Lighthouses. 

The  Petition  of  the  Owners  of  the  Steam-packet  “ Dumbarton,”  of  Dundee, 

Humbly  sheweth, 

^ That  your  petitioners ' are  plying  their  vessel  between  Dundee,  Arbroath  and  Montrose, 
find  occasionally  to  St.  Andrew’s,  averaging  four  to  five  trips  a week. 

0-36.  3t  4 That 
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Appendix,  No.  14.  That  their  vessel  is  50  tons  register,  fitted  up  only  for  the  accommodation  of  pas- 

Coinpositions  in  That*  your  petitioners,  in  their  attempt  to  establish  a regular  steam  conveyance  to  these 

lieu  of  Light  Dues  places  exclusively,  find  the  dues  for  Northern  Lights  to  be  exceedingly  heavy  on  their  small 
since  1834.  freights.  . 

That  your  petitioners,  understanding  that  the  steamers  plying  between  Dundee  and  Leith 

have  experienced  the  liberality  of  your  honourable  Board  in  a reduction  of  these  dues,  are 
encouraged  to  hope  that  they  also  will  be  dealt  with  in  a similar  way,  so  as  to  induce  them 
to  cultivate  the  steam-boat  track  on  this  coast. 

May  it  therefore  please  your  Honors  to  take  these  into  your  favourable  consideration 
and  grant  such  a modification  of  Northern  Light  Dues  as  to  your  honourable  Board 
may  seem  meet. 

And  your  petitioners  shall  ever  pray. 

For  self  and  owners. 

Dundee,  14  August  1835.  (signed)  Wm.  Hutton,  jun. 

And  the  meeting  having  considered  the  same,  and  referred  to  the  case  of  the  Leith  and 
Dundee  steam-boats,  agreed  to  put  the  present  on  the  same  footing  ; viz.  payment  of  one 
half  dues  so  long  as  plying  on  its  present  passage ; and  direct  the  clerk  to  intimate  the 
same. 


Excerpt  from  Minutes  of  General  Meeting  of  Commissioners,  9 January  1836. 

The  Clerk  laid  before  the  meeting  the  following  letter  from  Mr.  Colville,  Campbeltown : 
Sir,  Campbeltown,  6 January  1836. 

I beg  to  state  that  the  Duke  of  Lancaster  Steam  Packet  Company  have  lately  got  a new 
steam-boat  built,  to  ply  between  Glasgow  and  Campbeltown,  in  the  same  trade  as  the 
“ Duke  of  Lancaster”  was  accustomed.  My  arrangement  with  the  Honourable  Commis- 
sioners for  Northern  Lights,  10/.  yearly,  was  agreed  to  be  paid  as  the  dues  exigible  from 
the  “ Duke  of  Lancaster and  as  the  new  boat,  “ St.  Kiarran,”  will  be  in  a short  time 
started,  the  Company  request  me  to  inquire  what  sum  will  be  taken  yearly  for  that  vessel 
while  she  continues  plying  on  the  station  in  the  same  manner  as  the  “ Duke.”  I will  beglad 
to  he  favoured  by  an  early  answer,  and  am,  8tc. 

(signed)  John  Colville,  jun. 

Charles  Cuningham,  Esq. 

JV.B. — I have  hitherto  been  in  the  habit  of  paying  the  10/.  sterling  annually  for  the 
“ Duke  of  Lancaster,”  to  the  collector  at  Glasgow.  Will  it  make  any  difference  that  it 
should  after  this  be  paid  to  the  collector  at  this  port  ? 

And  the  meeting  having  made  reference  to  the  case  of  the  “ Duke  of  Lancaster”  referred 
to,  remitted  to  the  Bell  Rock  Committee  to  inquire  into  the  circumstances,  and  grant  the 
abatement  if  they  saw  cause. 


Excerpt  from  Minute  of  Bell  Rock  Committee,  5 February  1836. 

The  Committee,  in  terms  of  the  remit  made  to  them  on  the  9th  January,  on  the  letter 
of  John  Colville,  applying  for  composition  on  the  steam-boat  “ St.  Kiarran,”  agreed  to-- 
place  this  vessel  on  the  same  footing  as  the  “ Duke  of  Lancaster,”  as  long  as  she  shal 
continue  to  ply  between  Glasgow  and  Campbeltown,  viz.  by  taking  from  him  a composition 
of  10/.  per  annum,  the  same  as  that  agreed  to  be  taken  from  the  “ Duke  of  Lancaster  m 
February  1829. 


Excerpt  from  Minute  of  Bell  Rock  Committee,  9 March  1836. 

The  following  petition  for  a composition  was  laid  before  the  meeting : 

To  the  Honourable  the  Commissioners  for  the  Northern  Lights,  Edinburgh. 

Gentlemen, 

I beg  most  respectfully  to  solicit  your  attention.  . , 

I am  agent  for  the  steamer  “ Morning  Star,”  which  vessel  it  is  proposed  to  place  on  > 
Fisher-row  and  Berwick-upon-Tweed  passage,  making  one  trip  each  day ; but  the  J 
charge  for  Northern  Lights  on  a vessel  passing  them  six  times  a week,  makes  us  Paujie  _ 
we  venture;  and  before  doing  so,  respectfully  requesting  from  you  a diminution  0 
charge,  and  what  I believe  you  have  consented  to  in  favour  of  steamers  similarly  si 
Begging  the  favour  of  a reply, 

I have  the  honour,  &c. 

Fislierrow,  1st  March  1836.  (signed)  Robert  At 

And 
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And  the  Commissioners  having  referred  to  the  composition  granted  last  year  to  the  a j-  m 
steam-boats  from  Dundee  to  Leith,  agree  to  put  the  “ Morning  Star”  on  the  same  footing  PP  ' '4' 

so  long  as  she  shall  continue  to  ply  between  Fisher-row  and  Berwick-on-Tweed ; viz  ’ Compositions  in 
one-half  dues  for  the  voyage  out  and  the  same  for  the  voyage  in,  but  to  be  charged  once  lieu  of  Light  Dues 
only  if  she  goes  and  returns  on  the  same  day.  s;nce  J834. 


Excerpt  from  Minute  of  Bell  Rock  Committee,  24  March  1835. 

There  was  laid  before  the  meeting  the  following  application  from  Drew  and  M'Lymon 
of  Glasgow : 5 

Sir,  Glasgow,  19  March  1836. 

Last  summer  the  proprietors  of  the  steam-packet  “ Nimrod,”  of  Glasgow  and  Stranraer, 
addressed  a petition  to  the  Commissioners  of  Northern  Lights,  praying  for  a reduction  of 
dues  on  their  vessel,^ to  which  they  received  no  answer.  They  stated  as  a plea,  that  the 
steamer  “ Lochryan,”  sailing  on  the  same  station,  was  only  paying  1 d.  per  ton  register 
whereas  they  were  charged  2 d.  per  ton.  Notwithstanding  this  they  persevered  sailing 
on  said  station  till  7th  November,  when,  in  consequence  of  the  advanced  season,  the 
number  of  passengers  being  greatly  reduced,  they  resolved  to  proceed  no  further  than  Ayr 
during  the  winter.  They  are  now,  however,  making  arrangements  for  sailing  to  Stranraer 
as  formerly;  and  they  have  since  purchased  another  steam-vessel,  the  “ St.  Mun”  of 
Glasgow,  which  they  also  intend  putting  on  the  same  station,  thus  opening  up  a regular 
communication  twice  every  week  between  Glasgow  and  that  port.  We  trust,  therefore 
you  will  represent  these  circumstances,  with  others  contained  in  former  petition,  to  the 
Commissioners  of  the  Northern  Lights,  and  procure  for  the  proprietors  of  the  “ Nimrod  ” 
and  “ St.  Mun”  a reduction  of  dues.  Hoping  for  a favourable  reply  at  your  earliest  con- 
venience, 

Charles  Cuningham,  Esq.  We  are  Sec. 

Secretary,  Northern  Lights,  Edinburgh.  (signed)  ’ Drew  M‘Lymon. 

And  the  meeting  having  referred  to  the  former  application,  (vide  Minute,  2d  July  1835, 
p.  92)  and  the  Report  thereon,  (28th  October  1835,  p.  Ho)  are  of  opinion,  that  so  lono-  as 
the  “Nimrod”  and  “St.  Mun”  continue  to  ply  between  Glasgow  and  Lochryan,  they 
should  be  put  on  the  same  footing  as  the  steamer  “ Lochryan,”  and  be  allowed  a composi- 
tion of  half  dues. 


Excerpt  from  Minute  of  Bell  Rock  Committee,  9 November  1836. 

The  clerk  then  laid  before  the  meeting  the  following  petition  for  the  owners  of  the 
“Lochryan”  steam-boat,  praying  for  a composition  of  the  dues  payable  on  their  vessel. 

Unto  the  Honourable  Commissioners  for  the  Northern  Lighthouses  in  Scotland  at 
Edinburgh. 

The  Petition  of  Abram  Campbell,  Agent  for  the  Proprietors  of  the  “ Lochryan  ” and  “ Maid 
of  Galloway,”  steamers,  of  Stranraer, 

Humbly  showeth, 

That  the  “ Maid  of  Galloway”  steamer  was  lately  built  for  the  proprietors,  the  majority 
ot  whom  reside  in  Stranraer  and  its  neighbourhood,  and  the  said  steamer  has  begun  to  ply 
regularly  once  a week  betwixt  this  and  Glasgow,  and  betwixt  this  and  Belfast  in  Ireland, 
f iv*!™6  sal^  steam.er  is  127  tons  per  register,  and  your  petitioner  has  been  obliged  to  pay 

0 Northern  Light  duties  at  the  rate  of  4 d.  per  ton  out  and  home,  making  in  all  4 Z.  4s.  8 d. 
eacu  week,  which  the  proprietors  consider  a great  hardship,  seeing  they  derive  no  benefit 
rom  the  Northern  Lights  except  from  Corsewall  and  Pladda,  being  the  only  two  that  the- 

steamers  pass.  0 J 

Ihat  in  1831  a petition  was  prepared  to  your  Honors  in  a similar  case;  viz.  that  of  the 
ochryan  ’ steamer,  in  which  case  your  Honors  were  pleased  to  order  that  one  half  of  the 

1 got  dues  should  only  be  demanded. 

“ L ^6»  " ^a'd  Galloway”  steamer  belongs  to  the  same  proprietors  as  the 
oc  lryau  steamer,  and  they  have  directed  me,  as  their  agent,  to  again  apply  to  your 
coiiaTI8’ 6 humble  hope  that  you  will  be  pleased  to  take  this  case  under  your  favourable 
iiKt"*  ,rat'0n’  ar)b  grant  them  similar  relief  as  in  the  case  of  the  “ Lochryan  ” steamer,  and 
„ 'fj  u. j y?ar  collectors  in  Glasgow,  Belfast,  and  Stranraer,  to  charge  the  “ Lochryan  ” and 
Maid  of  Galloway  ” one  half  of  the  light  duties  only. 

And  your  petitioner,  as  in  duty  bound,  will  ever  pray,  8cc. 

Stianraer,  21  September  1836.  (signed)  Abram  Campbell. 

recent  rn,e?l;in=  direct  the  clerk  to  intimate  that  in  consequence  of  the  passing  of  the 
now  C wtllch  comes  into  operation  on  1st  January  next,  the  Commissioners  have  not 
ow  the  power  of  granting  compositions.  - 
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APPENDIX  TO  REPORT  FROM  THE 


Class  II.— Case  of  Fishing  Vessels. 

Excerpt  from  Minute  of  Meeting  of  Bell  Rock  Committee,  dated  3 March  1834. 
There  was  likewise  laid  before  the  meeting  the  following  petition  from  the  Fish-curers 
of  Montrose. 

Unto  the  Honourable  the  Commissioners  of  Northern  Lighthouses. 

The  Petition  of  the  undersigned,  Fish-curers  in  Montrose, 


THAT^th/ petitioners  being  extensively  engaged  in  the  herring  fishing  trade  on  the  north- 
east coast  of  Scotland,  feel  themselves  much  oppressed  by  the  lighthouse  dues  imposed  on 

the  vessels  employed  by  them  during  the  fishing  season. 

That  the  petitioners  convey  their  herrings,  after  being  only  halt  cured,  from  the  different 
stations  to  the  town  of  Montrose,  in  small  vessels  of  from  30  to  about  50  tons,  where  the 
curing  operations  are  completed,  and  the  fish  made  ready  for  the  market:  that  from  the 
numerous  trips  thus  made  by  these  vessels  in  the  course  of  the  season,  which  continues 
for  about  two  months,  the  lighthouse  dues  become  extremely  burdensome. 

That  the  petitioners  are  induced  to  adopt  this  method  in  consequence  of  their  curing 
premises  beino-  situate  in  Montrose,  and  especially  on  account  of  the  great  facility  which 
they  possess  there,  in  getting  their  fish  when  cured  immediately  shipped  to  London,  where 
they  find  the  best  market.  . „ . . „ , , 

That  by  the  Act  10  & 11  Will.  3,  c.  24,  s.  10,  the  fishermen  of  England  are  exempted 
from  paying  any  tolls  or  light  dues  whatever ; and  your  petitioners  trust  your  Honors  will 
see  the  justice  of  placing  them  on  an  equal  footing,  and  thereby  afford  some  encourage- 
ment to  those  engaged  in  the  prosecution  of  a branch  of  trade  which  must  be  considered  of 
the  highest  national  importance. 

May  it  therefore  please  your  Honors  to  take  the  petitioners’  case  into  your  serious 
consideration,  and  grant  them  such  relief  as  to  your  Honors  may  seem  meet. 

And  your  petitioners  shall  ever  pray,  &c. 

(signed)  George  Shand.  David  Farfor. 

Alexander  Cochburn.  Jos.  Johnston. 

William  Martin.  Thomas  Napier. 


A petition  in  the  same  terms  from  the  fishcurers  of  Burntisland  : and  the  meeting  having 
along  with  these  petitions  taken  into  consideration  the  minutes  of  8th  July  1828  and  14th 
May  1830  on  previous  applications  of  a similar  nature,  regret  that  they  cannot  at  once 
comply  with  the  prayer  of  the  petitions,  but  remit  them  to  the  committee  who  have  the 
matter  of  the  Clyde  steam-boats  under  their  consideration. 


Excerpt  from  Minute  of  a Meeting  of  the  Bell  Rock  Committee,  20  March  1834. 
$ The  clerk  read  a petition  from  the  fishcurers  in  Montrose  to  the  Trustees  for  Fisheries, 
&c.,  in  Scotland,  and  which  had  been  transmitted  by  them  to  this  Board.  The  meeting 
directed  Mr.  Stevenson  to  report  on  this. 


Excerpt  from  Minute  of  a Meeting  of  the  Bbm,  Rock  Committee;  dated 
19  June  1834. 

The  meeting  having  resumed  consideration  of  the  claims  of  the  herring  fishers 
trose  and  Burntisland,  the  particulars  of  which  were  under  the  consideration  ot  the  o 
on  the  3d  March  last,  and  having  heard  the  statement  of  Mr.  Murray,  sheriff  0 
shire,  as  to  the  hardship  to  which  the  payment  of  light  dues  subjects  the  vesse  s inq  = 
tion,  resolved  to  recommend  to  the  next  annual  general  meeting  to  afford  the  relie  p J 
for,  by  granting  as  favourable  a composition  as  possible  to  all  vessels  employed  in  u * 
ing  herrings  from  the  fishing  stations  to  the  ports  at  which  they  are  cured ; and 
recommend  that  the  general  meeting  should  give  a power  to  the  committee  to  gran 
relief  by  way  of  composition  as  may  be  applied  for  in  similar  cases. 


Excerpt  from  Minute  of  a Meeting  of  the  Bell  Rock  Committee,  dated 
7 July  1834. 

Read  a renewed  application  from  the  fishcurers  of  Montrose,  transmitted  in  the 
Mr.  Shand  of  the  27th  June;  but  as  the  object  of  this  application  will  be  attaine 
general  meeting  shall  approve  of  the  committee’s  minute  of  the  19th  ultimo,  they  dir 
application  to  be  laid  before  them. 


Excerpt  from  Minute  of  General  Meeting  of  Commissioners,  dated  8 July  1834. 

The  minutes  of  the  various  committee  meetings  held  since  last  general 
read  over  and  approved  of,  and  the  authority  of  this  meeting  interposed  thereto,  ^ 
exception  of  the  subject  of  duties  on  the  steam-boats,  on  which  the  sub-comnn 
yet  matured  their  report,  and  the  same  was  recommitted  with  full  power. 
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Excerpt  from  Minute  of  Meeting  of  Bell  Rock  Committee,  dated 
27  January  1836. 

f°r  hiS  reP°rt’  °f  »—• 
Unto  the  Honourable  the  Commissioners  for  Northern  Lights. 

The  Petition  of  Hogarth  and  Company,  Merchants  in  Aberdeen, 

Humbly  showeth, 

That  your  petitioners  are  tacksmen  of  various  salmon  fishings  in  the  Moray  Firth  and 
other  parts  on  the  east  coast  of  Scotland  : that  in  the  prosecution  of  this  branch  of  their 
business  they  must  employ  several  vessels  in  collecting  the  salmon  caught  at  their  different 
fishings,  and  in  carrying  these  salmon  to  London:  that  the  cargoes  so  carried  are  but  of 
small  value,  owing  to  the  very  reduced  rate  at  which  salmon  now  sell  in  the  London 
market : that  from  the  very  great  number  of  voyages  the  vessels  must  necessarily  make  in 
the  course  of  a fishing  season  your  petitioners  are  subjected  to  a very  heavy  burden  in 
paying  the  Northern  Lights:  that  Hie  vessels  are  solely  employed  in  carrying  fresh  salmon 
from,  and  fishing  stores  to  the  different  stations,  and  when  so  employed  never  carry  anv 
other  description  or  goods  whatever.  j j 

That  , our  petitioners  are  exempted  from  faying  the  English  lights,  and  they  observe  by 
the  Act  of  railiament  that  your  Honourable  Board  is  empowered  to  grant  relief  to  those 
employing  vessels  under  such  circumstances. 

May  it  therefore  please  your  Honourable  Board  to  take  the  case  of  the  petitioners 
into  consideration,  and  authorize  your  officers  to  grant  composition  light  bills  to  the 
3eCtlVe  VCSSelS  y°Ur  Petitioners  maY  employ  during  the  fishing  season  in  this 
And  your  petitioners  shall  ever  pray,  &c. 

(signed)  Hogarth  Sf  Co. 
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Excerpt  from  Minute  of  Bell  Rock  Committee,  dated  25  May  1836. 

There  was  laid  before  the  meeting  a petition  from  the  fishcurers  of  Greenock,  trans- 
mitted  to  the  secretary  by  a letter  from  Mr.  James  Spenoe,  of  date  the  6th  instant,  which  is 
of  the  following  tenor  : 

Unto  the  Honourable  the  Commissioners  of  Northern  Lights,  Edinburgh. 

The  Petition  of  the  Fishcurers  of  the  Port  of  Greenock, 

Humbly  showeth,  4 

.J1™  it“  Peti‘io'!e;s  are  extensively  engaged  in  the  herring  and  cod  fisheries  in  the  lochs 
“iels  Scotland,  and  have  long  felt  the  payment  of  the  lighthouse  dues  on  the 

tk  * ef  Ployed  bY  tbem  during  the  fishing  season  a very  heavy  tax. 

JZ  ft  * uns"ccessbjl  fi„shery  in  the  North  and  West  Highlands  for  many  years,  the 
1 V nreSrnfr0m  t ie  fi?fy  not  havinS  cauSbt  one-fourth  of  the  caLo,  and  in 
mw  mrtmws  he  sa“e  salt  and  barrels  are  carried  t0  aad  the  fishery  for  four  and 
ule  sa?ce,3slTe  ye"s  ; oa  “U  which  yoyages,  outwards  as  well  as  inwards,  the  lights 
are  paid,  although  the  vessel  may  have  only  passed  one  light. 

du,iTOrt,eSBelS  fr0m  2,5  ‘S  60  tons  are  freqa<!ntly  engaged  in  purchasing  and  curing,  and 
r„t , 5easoa  ™ake  five  or  six  voyages,  and  oil  purpose  to  reach  the  market,  frequently 
Port  y,th  than  half  cargoes  ; that  such  vessels  are  charged  with  lights  on  each 

voyage  outwards  and  inwards.  , 

of Uo-K*  ^C\°*  Parba,nent  the  fishermen  of  England  are  exempt  from  paying  anv  tolls 
have^;r,S,WhafteVer’  aud  y?ur  Pelitioners  have  'atfily  understood  that  the  Commissioners 
each  *Ted  0f  ,a  composition  from  the  fish-curers  of  Montrose  of  5 s.  in  the  season  for 
U1  vessel  since  the  year  1833. 


and 

date. 


May  it  therefore  please  your  Honors  to  take  the  petitioners’  case  into  consideration, 
te  §rant  tbem  tbe  same  relief  enjoyed  by  the  Montrose  curers,  and  from  the  same 


And  your  petitioners  will  ever  pray,  &c. 

{Here follow  20  Signatures.) 


i i " h t° d i fpcf  Jr* ^ 1 ' n S having  taken  the  petition  into  consideration,  remit  to  the  collector  of  the 
s Greenock  to  inquire  into  the  circumstances  stated  therein,  and  to  report. 


cerpt  fiom  Minute  of  Meeting  of  Beli.  Rock  Committee,  dated  26  December  1836. 

UreenoclT^n^'^  ^fore  tbe  meeting  a communication  from  Mr.  Campbell,  tire  collector  at 
and  the  meet'  ie^ar  , ° *he  composition  to  be  charged  to  vessels  employed  in  the  fisheries, 
from  fishinp-  ^ r1eso  ve<^  ^hat  for  the  bygone  period  the  same  composition  was  to  be  taken 
Montrose  un  t1fS6  S 3S-  ^ad  been  aSTeed  to  be  taken  on  the  application  of  the  fishcurers  of 
P ie  3lst  instant,  when  the  new  Act  comes  into  operation. 

0.36.  r 

3 u 2 
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Class  III. — General  Trade. 

Excerpt  from  Minute  of  Meeting  of  Bell  Rock  Committee,  dated  7 July  1834. 

Read  tlie  following  letter  from  the  collector  at  Perth. 

c r Perth,  5 July  1834. 

With’  reference  to  the  enclosed  letter  from  Mr.  Robertson,  writer  m Peterhead,  respect- 
ing the  lio-hts  of  the  “ James  and  Mary,”  I beg  to  state  that  Mr.  Robertson  wrote  to  me 

orT the  30th  ultimo,  and  a copy  of  my  answer  I prefix.  , 

The  Act  appears  to  me  to  be  perfectly  explicit  as  to  exempting  vessels  employed  in  the 
whale  fishery  and  Archangel,  but  as  the  Commissioners  may  have  agreed  not  to  charge 
ve=sels  importing  ice,  I request  you  will  be  so  good  as  inform  me. 

Another  vessel  has  been  charged  under  similar  circumstances. 

I am,  8tc. 

(signed)  Alexander  More. 

Charles  Cuningliam,  Esq. 


Copy  Letter  prefixed,  above  referred  to. 

gjr  1 Perth,  1 July  1834. 

In  answer  to  your  letter  of  the  30th  ultimo  respecting  the  light  dues  of  the  “James 
and  Mary  ” I have  to  acquaint  you  that  by  Act  26  Geo.  3,  c.  101,  s.  12,  ships  employed 
in  the  Greenland  or  other  northern  whale  fishery,  or  going  to  Archangel  or  returning  from 
thence  provided  they  return  before  15th  September,  are  exempt  from  light  duties.  As  the 
“ James  and  Mary  ” was  not  employed  in  the  fishery,  the  duties  were  legally  due,  and  lam 
not  aware  of  the  authority  under  which  the  collector  at  Peterhead  acts. 

I am,  &c. 

(signed)  Alexander  More. 

Alexander  Robertson,  Esq.,  Writer,  Peterhead. 


Enclosure  referred  to  in  Mr.  More’s  letter. 

g-r  Peterhead,  3 July  1834. 

I received  your  letter  without  a date  by  last  post,  respecting  the  light-dues  paid  by 
Mr.  Robertson,  of  the  “ James  and  Mary,”  for  the  voyage  to  Greenland  ; and  m order  to 
satisfy  you  that  these  dues  should  not  have  been  \evied,  I have  called  on  the  old  and  present 
collector  of  lights  at  this  port,  and  also  many  of  the  shipowners  who  have  vessels  going  to 
the  North  Seas,  and  they  all  give  it  as  their  decided  opinion  that  no  light-duties  are  leviable 
from  vessels  going  to  Greenland,  for  whatever  purpose,  and  that  consequently  the  dues 
charged  to  the  “ James  and  Mary”  should  not  have  been  charged.  But  to  illustrate  the 
matter,  I may  mention  that  no  longer  than  since  last  night,  the  light-duties  charged  at  Bantt 
or  Burghead  on  a vessel  called  the  “ Fortune”  were  returned,  the  collector  having  found 
that  he  should  not  have  exacted  them.  I freighted  two  vessels  for  a friend  myself,  and  not 
one  farthing  of  dues  for  Northern  Lights  was  demanded,  and  no  fewer  than  seven  vessels 
belonging  to  Peterhead  went  from  different  places  to  Greenland  fishing  for  ice,  and  their 
owners  inform  me  they  paid  no  light-dues;  in  fact,  there  would  be  something  absurd  rathe 
idea  that  vessels  going  to  Greenland,  where  there  is  no  port,  should  pay  for  lights,  but  that 
vessels  going  to  Archangel,  a port,  should  go  free.  The  collector  of  lights  here  mentioned 
that  from  the  circumstance  of  your  being  at  a port  so  far  inland,  and  vessels  seldom  going 
from  it  to  the  North  Sea,  you  had  not  calculated  on  the  exemptions  at  the  time  of  charging 
the  duties  in  question.  I trust,  however,  you  will  now  see  the  reasonableness  of  returning 
the  dues  exacted ; and,  expecting  to  hear  that  you  do  so, 

I remain,  &c. 

(signed)  Al.  Robertson . 

Alex.  More,  Esq.,  Collector  of  Northern  Lights,  Perth. 

And  the  committee  are  of  opinion  that  the  exemption  claimed  does  not  fall  within  the 
meaning  of  the  L2th  section  of  tne  26  Geo.  3,  c.  101. 

Note. — This  approved  of  by  general  meeting  of  8th  July  1834. 


Note. — In  consequence  of  the  provisions  of  the  Act  6 &.  7 Will.  4,  c.  79,  which  caIIV-ong 
operation  1st  January  1837,  the  Commissioners  ceased  to  have  power  to  grant  composi  » 
and  therefore  the  present  Return  cannot  be  farther  carried  down.  The  existing  composi 
also,  at  the  above  date,  came  to  an  end. 

By  order  of  the  Commissioners  of  Northern  Lighthouses, 


Edinburgh,  29  March  1845. 


(signed) 


Alex,  Cuningliam, 

Joint  Secretary. 
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COPIES  of  all  Applications  made  by  the  Commissioners  of  the  Northern  Light- 
houses  to  the  Queen  in  Council,  for  a Reduction  of  Light  Dues  levied  by  them  under 
the  Act  6 & 7 Will.  4,  c.  79,  s.  57. 


To  the  Queen’s  Most  Excellent  Majesty  in  Council  Assembled. 

The  Memorial  of  the  Commissioners  of  Northern  Lighthouses, 

Humbly  slioweth, 

That  by  an  Act  passed  in  the  6th  and  7th  years  of  the  reign  of  his  late  Majesty  Wil 
liarn  IV.  c.  79,  s.  40,  it  is  enacted,  “ That  from  the  1st  day  of  January  1837,  the  tolls  now 
payable  in  respect  ot  vessels  for  or  towards  the  maintenance  of  the  several  lighthouses  at 
present  under  the  management  of  the  Commissioners  of  Northern  Lighthouses  “shall  cease 
to  be  payable,  and  that  in  lieu  thereof  there  shall  thenceforth  for  ever  be  paid  to  the  said 
Commissioners  of  the  Northern  Lighthouses  for  every  vessel  belonging  to  the  United  King- 
dom of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  (the  same  not  belonging  to  His  Majesty,  his  heirs  or  suc- 
cessors, or  being  navigated  wholly  m ballast),  and  for  every  foreign  vessel  which  bv  aiiv 
Act  of  Parliament,  Order  m Council,  convention,  or  treaty,  shall  be  privileged  to  enter  the 
ports  of  the  said  United  Kingdom  upon  paying  the  same  duties  of  tonnage  as  are  paid  bv 
British  vessels,  the  same  not  being  vessels  navigated  wholly  in  ballast,  which  shall  pass 
any  of  the  said  lighthouses,  or  derive  benefit  thereby,  the  toll  of  one  halfpenny  per  ton  of 
the  burden  of  every  such  vessels  for  each  time  of  passing  every  such  lighthouse,  or  deriving 
benefit  thereby,  and  of  id.  per  ton  for  each  time  of  passing  the  Bell  Rock  Lighthouse  and 
double  the  said  tolls  for  every  foreign  vessel  not  so  privileged.” 

That  section  56  of  the  said  Act  is  in  the  following  terms:  « And  whereas  by  the  recited 
Act  of  the  third  year  of  George  the  Fourth,  the  said  master,  wardens,  and  assistants  were 
empowered  from  tune  to  time,  upon  the  requisition,  or  with  the  consent  of  His  Majesty  in 
Council  to  reduce,  relinquish,  or  modify,  in  manner  therein  mentioned,  the  tolls  therein 
mentioned ; and  m exercise  of  the  said  powers  they  have,  with  such  consent,  reduced  and 
modified  sundry  of  the  tolls  in  the  recited  Act  mentioned,  to  the  great  relief  of  the  owners 
ot  vessels  liable  thereto.  And  whereas,  in  order  to  the  further  relief  of  the  owners  of 
vessels,  it  is  expedient  that  the  powers  of  the  recited  Act  given  to  the  said  master,  wardens 
and  assistants  should  be  enlarged  and  extended  to  the  several  tolls  now  or  hereafter  to  be 
payable  to  the  said  master,  wardens,  and  assistants,  and  that  the  like  powers  should  be 
given  to  the  said  commissioners  and  corporation  respectively  in  relation  to  the  tolls  now 
or  hereafter  to  be  payable  to  them  in  respect  of  lighthouses  on  the  coast  of  Scotland  and 
Ireland  respectively ; be  it  therefore  enacted,  that  the  said  master,  wardens,  and  assistants, 
commissioners,  and  corporation  respectively,  may  from  time  to  time,  upon  the  requisition 
or  with  the  consent  of  His  Majesty  in  Council,  reduce,  relinquish,  or  modify  the  tolls  now 
or  hereafter  to  be  payable  to  them  in  respect  of  any  lighthouse,  and  upon  the  like  requisi- 
tion, or  with  the  like  consent,  may  revive  and  re-establish  or  increase,  or  otherwise  modify 
any  such  tolls  so  relinquished  or  modified,  and  so  from  time  to  time  as  often  as  occasion 
shall  require,  m such  manner  and  form,  and  subject  to  such  conditions  and  limitations  as 
the  said  master,  wardens,  and  assistants  are  now  by  law  empowered  to  do  in  respect  of  the 
tolls  mentioned  in  the  recited  Act  of  the  third  year  of  his  late  Majesty’s  reign.” 

That  your  memorialists  having  taken  into  consideration  the  depression  under  which  the 
shipping  interest  of  the  country  had  for  some  time  laboured,  with  the  view  of  ascertaining 
whether  the  state  of  their  funds  would  enable  them  to  make  any  reduction  in  the  amount 
oi  light  duties  levied  by  them,  ordered  the  following  returns  to  be  laid  before  them. 

1.  Return  showing  tlie  amount  of  light  duties  received  in  each  of  the  years  1941,  1842 
and  1843,  distinguishing  the  lighthouses  in  respect  of  which  such  duty  was  charged,  the 
otai  amount  paicl  m respect  of  each  lighthouse  in  each  respective  year  to  be  separately 
wise  ’ an^  a 80  disti”S^«S  whether  the  vessels  passing  were  oversea  or  sailing  coast- 

; Return  of  the  expense  of  maintaining  each  of  the  said  lighthouses  in  the  said  years, 
wasting  the  same  with  the  duty  received,  and  showing  surplus  or  deficiency. 

J';Retura  th,e  present  accumulated  fund  and  surplus  income  of  the  Board,  with  a pro- 
P ve  view  of  the  Board’s  building  and  other  engagements. 

of  S'11686  retuv.ns  ,lavi»g  been  prepared  and  submitted  to  the  Board,  the  consideration 
the  dnti  WaS  renlt^d- to  a comrn‘ttee  °f  their  number,  who  reported  their  opinion  that 
shnniri  es  annually  levied  by  the  Commissioners  might  be  reduced,  but  that  such  reduction 
a not  at  present  extend  to  an  amount  much  beyond  5,000  l. 

lhat  copies  ot  the  returns  and  of  the  report  of  the  committee  are  hereto  appended. 

tha^'tiiP^1686  doc.uments  having  been  considered  by  your  memorialists,  they  are  of  opinion 
•and  the  ,suSSestl0»s  contained  in  the  said  report  appended  hereto  should  be  acted  upon, 
stated  • wh*  f °n  1 le  severa*  lighthouses  therein  mentioned  modified  to  the  extent  herein 
, wneretore  your  Majesty’s  consent  is  requisite,  ami  is  now  orayed  to  the  same ; viz. 
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That  from  and  after  the  expiration  of  one  month  from  the  date  of  your  Majesty’s  order, 
upon  this  application  being  duly  advertised  in  terms  of  the  46th  section  of  said  statute,  the 
toll  or  duties  now  leviable  in  respect  of  the  lighthouses  after  mentioned  shall  be  reduced 
and  modified,  and  that  there  shall  thenceforth  be  paid  in  respect  of  the  lighthouses  under- 
mentioned the  tolls  or  duties  following,  viz. : 

For  every  British  vessel,  or  for  any  foreign  vessel  which,  by  any  Act  of  Parliament, 
Order  in  Council,  convention  or  treaty,  shall  be  privileged  to  enter  the  ports  of  the  said 
United  Kingdom  upon  paying  the  same  duties  of  tonnage  as  are  paid  by  British  vessels 
sailing  coastwise,  which  shall  pass  or  derive  benefit  from  the  Bell  Rock  Lighthouse,  the 
sum  of  one  halfpenny  per  ton  of  the  burden  of  every  such  vessel : 

For  every  such  vessel  sailing  coastwise  which  shall  pass  or  derive  benefit  from  one  or 
both  of  the  lights  of  Corsewall  and  Mull  of  Galloway  respectively,  the  sum  of  one  farthing 
per  ton  of  the  burden  of  every  such  vessel  in  respect  of  each  of  the  said  lights  : 

For  every  such  vessel  sailing  coastwise  which  shall  pass  or  derive  benefit  from  the  light 
of  Pladda,  the  sum  of  three-eighths  of  one  penny  per  ton  of  the  burden  of  every  such  vessel. 

Provided  always,  that  nothing  herein  contained  shall  be  held  or  construed  to  charge  with 
or  render  liable  in  payment  of  light  dues  any  vessel  presently  exempted  from  payment  of 
the  same  under  the  provisions  of  the  foresaid  statute. 

And  provided  further,  that  nothing  herein  contained  shall  be  held  or  construed  to  exempt 
or  relieve  any  vessel  not  sailing  coastwise,  from  the  full  amount  of  duty  presently  payable 
for  the  same  under  the  provisions  of  the  foresaid  statute,  and  tables  framed  or  to  be  framed 
in  pursuance  thereof. 

That  by  section  58  of  said  statute  it  is  enacted,  “ To  the  intent  that  the  amount  of  the 
tolls  from  time  to  time  payable  to  the  said  master,  wardens,  and  assistants,  commissioners 
and  corporation  respectively,  upon  vessels,  in  respect  of  lighthouses,  and  also  the  regula- 
tions from  time  to  time  in  force  concerning  them,  may  be  publicly  made  known,  be  it 
further  enacted,  that  as  soon  as  conveniently  may  be  after  the  said  master,  wardens,  and 
assistants  shall  have  completed  the  said  purchases  by  this  Act  authorized  to  be  made,  and 
shall,  upon  the  requisition  or  with  the  consent  of  his  Majesty  in  Council,  have  altered,  mo- 
dified, or  reduced  the  tolls  hereby  vested  in  them,  or  made  regulations  concerning  the  same, 
they  shall  cause  to  be  drawn  up  a table  of  all  the  tolls  payable  to  them  upon  vessels  in 
respect  of  any  lighthouses,  together  with  a summary  of  such  regulations  as  snail  have  been 
made  by  them  concerning  the  same,  upon  such  requisition  and  with  such  consent  as  afore- 
said, and  shall  cause  the  same  to  be  laid  before  his  Majesty  in  Council ; and  the  same  shall 
he  signed  by  the  clerk  of  the  Council  and  enrolled  or  entered  amongst  the  public  records 
thereof.  And  the  said  master,  wardens,  and  assistants  shall  cause  a printed  copy  of  such 
table,  together  with  such  summary,  to  be  delivered  to  the  Commissioners  of  his  Majesty’s 
Customs  at  his  Majesty’s  Custom-house  in  London,  and  a printed  copy  thereof  to  be  also 
forwarded  to  his  Majesty’s  principal  officer  of  Customs  at  each  port  or  place  within  the 
United  Kingdom  for  which  any  such  officer  shall  be  appointed ; and  the  said  commissioners 
and  corporation  respectively  shall,  within  four  months  next  after  the  passing  of  this  Act,  in . 
like  manner  cause  to  be  drawn  up  a like  table  of  all  the  tolls  payable  to  them  respectively 
upon  vessels  in  respect  of  any  lighthouses,  with  a summary  of  such  regulations  as  shall 
have  been  made  by  them  concerning  the  same,  upon  such  requisition  or  with  such  consent 
as  aforesaid,  and  shall  cause  the  same  to  he  laid  before  his  Majesty  in  Council,  and  the 
same  shall  be  signed  and  enrolled  or  entered  as  aforesaid.  And  the  said  commissioners  and 
corporation  respectively  shall  cause  printed  copies  of  such  tables  respectively,  together  with 
such  summary,  to  be  so  delivered  and  forwarded  as  aforesaid,  and  so  from  time  to  time,  as 
often  as  any  alteration  in  the  amount  of  any  such  tolls,  or  any  new  regulation,  or  alteration 
of  any  existing  regulation  concerning  the  same  shall  be  made,  the  said  master,  wardens,  and 
assistants,  commissioners  or  corporation  respectively,  shall  with  all  convenient  speed  cause 
fresh  tables  of  such  tolls  and  a summary  of  every  such  new  regulation  or  alteration  to  be 
laid  before  his  Majesty  in  Council,  where  the  same  shall  be  so  signed  and  entered 
as  aforesaid;  and  the  said  master,  wardens,  and  assistants,  commissioners  and  corpo- 
ration respectively,  shall  cause  printed  copies  thereof  in  like  manner  to  be  delivered 
at  his  Majesty’s  custom-houses  in  London,  Edinburgh,  and  Dublin  respectively,  and 
forwarded  to  such  several  principal  officers  of  customs  within  the  United  Kingdom, 
and  the  Commissioners  of  his  Majesty’s  Customs  for  the  Port  of  London,  Edinburgh,  and 
Dublin  respectively.  And  all  other  his  Majesty’s  principal  officers  of  Customs  for  any  such 
port  or  place,  to  whom  any  such  copies  shall  he  so  delivered  or  forwarded,  shall  cause  the 
same  to  be  kept  constantly  hung  up  and  preserved,  as  long  as  the  same  shall  remain  in 
force,  in  some  conspicuous  part  of  his  Majesty’s  custom-houses  in  Loudon,  Edinburgh, and 
Dublin  respectively,  or  other  the  custom-house  of  any  such  port  or  place,  so  that  the  said 
tables  may  be  seen  and  read  by  all  persons  having  any  business  in  such  custom-houses 
respectively ; and  the  tolls  specified  in  any  such  table,  when  so  signed  and  entered,  shall  be 
the  lawful  tolls  or  duties  payable  to  the  said  master,  wardens,  and  assistants,  commis- 
sioners and  corporation  respectively  ; and  the  same,  and  none  other,  shall  be  received  by 
them  respectively  upon  the  vessels  and  in  respect  of  the  lighthouses  therein  referred  to,  and 
in  such  manner  and  form  as  shall  be  directed  therein,  or  in  such  summary  so  therewith 
drawn  up  and  entered  as  aforesaid ; and  a copy  of  any  such  table,  examined  with  the  original 
so  entered,  and  so  purporting  to  be  signed  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  deemed  and  taken,  in  all 

courts 
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courts  of  law  and  other  places,  to  be  evidence  of  the  right  to  recover  such  tolls  according  to 
the  tenor  thereof.  5 

May  it  therefore  please  your  most  excellent  Majesty  in  Council  assembled  to  approve 
of  the  proposed  reduction  of  light  duties,  and  to  authorize  the  table  of  tolls  to  be 
amended  m conformity  therewith,  and  the  said  reduced  tolls  set  forth  therein,  or  to  do 
otherwise  as  to  your  Majesty  in  your  wisdom  shall  seem  just. 

And  your  Memorialists  will  ever  pray,  &c. 

Signed  in  name  and  by  appointment  of  the  Commissioners  of  Northern  Light- 
houses, and  their  seal  appended  hereto,  at  .Edinburgh,  the  18th  dav  of 
January  1845,  by  J 

(signed)  Alex.  Cuningham,  Joint  Secretary. 


REPORT  by  the  Committee  appointed  to  consider  the  Report  and  Return  of  the 
Accountant. 


Before  submitting  to  the  Board  the  views  entertained  by  your  Committee  on  the  very 
important  matters  which  were  referred  to  them,  they  think  it  right  to  recall  to  the  recol- 
lection of  the  Commissioners  the  object  which  the  Board  had  in  view  in  ordering  the  report 
from  the  accountant,  and  the  precise  returns  of  the  income  and  expenditure  of  each  light- 
house, for  the  years  1841,  1842  and  1843,  to  be  prepared  and  laid  before  them. 

The  depression  under  which  the  shipping  interest  of  the  country  had  for  some  time  laboured 
had  become  matter  of  general  observation ; and  it  occurred  to  the  Board  as  requiring  their 
most  deliberate  consideration  whether,  without  either  impairing  the  efficiency  of  the  establish- 
ment entrusted  to  their  care,  or  materially  interfering  with  its  future  improvement  and 
extension,  relief  to  some  extent  might  not  be  afforded  to  the  shipping  by  reducing  in  some 
cases  the  tolls  paid  for  the  maintenance  of  Northern  Lights.  While  the  Commissioners 
were  deeply  impressed  with  the  expediency  of  this  measure,  if  it  could  be  effected  without 
injury  to  the  establishment,  they  were  quite  aware  that  it  could  only  be  adopted  after  the 
fullest  and  most  deliberate  inquiry.  Accordingly  the  report  and  returns  above  alluded  to 
were  ordered  to  be  prepared ; and  these  having  been  completed,  after  much  time  and 
labour,  and  having  been  laid  before  the  Board,  they  were  remitted  on  the  6th  of  November 
last  to  your  Committee,  with  instructions  to  take  them  into  consideration,  and  report  their 
opinion  on  the  whole  subject  to  the  Board.  r 

On  considering  the  report  of  the  accountant  and  relative  returns,  it  appeared  to  your 
Committee  that  some  additional  information  was  required  in  order  to  distinguish  the  relative 
proportions  of  the  lighthouse  duties  paid  by  the  coasting  and  oversea  trade  respectively 
which  they  accordingly  directed  to  be  furnished.  This  having  been  done,  they  lost  no  time 
m proceeding  to  obey  the  directions  of  the  Board ; and  after  the  most  careful  and  anxious 
consideration  of  the  whole  subject,  they  have  now  humbly  to  submit  to  the  Board  the  result 
ot  their  deliberations  on  the  matters  referred  to  them  : and  your  Committee  feel  considerable 
satisfaction  m stating  it  as  their  unanimous  opinion,  that,  without  risk  to  the  present  or 
future  efficiency  of  the  establishment,  a reduction  of  the  tolls  presently  payable  for  the 
Northern  Lights  may  be  made  to  the  amount  of  5,000 1.  per  annum. 


With  a view  to  effect  this  reduction  in  the  manner  most  beneficial  to  the  trade,  your 
Committee  have  come  to  the  following  resolutions: 

1.  That  it  is  expedient  that  a reduction  of  light  duties  to  the  extent  of  5,000/.  per  annum 
as  nearly  as  circumstances  will  admit,  should  take  place. 

2.  That  this  reduction  should  apply  to  shipping  m the  coasting  trade. 

will  •*  tJle  relief  to  be  ,g1-ailted  should  be  apportioned,  as  equitably  as  circumstances 
wm  permit,  betweeu  the  duties  levied  on  the  east  and  those  levied  on  the  west  coast. 

4.  J hat  m order  to  carry  this  into  effect,  the  duty  on  the  Bell  Rock  payable  in  respect 
°f  £°Tv!n^  voyaSes'  should  be  reduced  to  % d.  per  ton. 

Ve^UC;ti°n  Per  ton>  *n  respect  of  coasting  voyages,  should  be  made  on 

respectively  eViab  6 ^ aCC°Unt  °f  the  lights  at  CoisewaI*  and  the  Mull  of  Galloway 

nn6+vj!4at.-a  ^educ1t!on  of  ls-  per  ton,  in  respect  of  coasting  voyages,  should  be  made 
V TuieS  le.v,al?le  on  account  of  the  Pladda  Lights ; and, 
fnr  o hat  application  should  be  forthwith  made  by  the  Board  to  Her  Majesty  in  Council 
ior  authority  to  carry  these  resolutions  into  effect. 


lutions*  ^omm*ttee  have  now  to  report  the  grounds  on  which  they  adopted  the  above  reso- 

a con^VltkeiJ*rSt  P*ace>  y°ur  Committee  found  that  although  there  had  been  for  some  years 
,er  . e surplus  fund  apparently  accruing  annually  to  the  Board  above  the  expense 
totrpth'n  ainiiUg  hghts  under  its  charge,  yet  that  the  whole  of  this  surplus  revenue, 
and  er,w  . a sum  6,350  /.  in  addition  thereto,  had  been  expended  upon  new  lighthouses 
the  R°r  -rl  m Pr,°§ress  during  the  period  embraced  in  the  return  ; and  they  were  aware  that 
amoi  <t'  might  at  any  time  be  called  upon  for  payment  of  the  loan  to  Government, 
o^ning  with  bygone  interest  to  14,000/.  Keeping  this  in  view,  together  with  the 
0 3 u 4 works 
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„ -works  now  in  progress  and  those  which  have  been  recently  applied  for  (of  the  great  utility 
Appendix,  No.  15  0f  which  no  doubt  could  be  entertained),  they  came  to  be  decidedly  and  unanimously  of 
(A)'  opinion  that  they  could  not  safely  recommend  at  present  a reduction  of  greater  annual 

Renort~^Com-  amount  of  5,000 1,  an  opinion  which  was  borne  out  by  that  of  all  the  officers  of  the  Board 

miueeon  Reduction  with  whom  they  thought  it  right  to  consult  on  the  matter. 

of  Dues  2 The  next  point  to  which  the  Committee  duected  their  attention  was  the  class  of  shipping 

1 to  which  the  relief  should  be  granted.  It  is  naturally  to  be  expected  that  the  coasting  trade, 

from  the  frequency  of  the  voyages  made,  must  contribute  in  a much  greater  degree  to  the 

maintenance  of  the  lights  than  oversea  vessels,  while  the  freights  of  the  former  are  in  almost 
every  instance  less  remunerating.  This,  combined  with  the  comparatively  recent  intro- 
duction of  steam  navigation,  which  has  produced  changes  of  so  great  and  important  a 
nature  in  coasting  transit,  seemed  to  point  out  the  class  of  shipping  now  mentioned  as 
peculiarly  entitled  to  a favourable  consideration.  This  view  of  the  state  of  the  coasting 
trade  was  completely  borne  out  by  the  additional  information  afforded  by  the  supplementary 
return  called  for  by  the  Committee,  distinguishing  the  amount  of  light  duties  contributed 

by  the  coasting  trade  and  oversea  vessels  respectively.  The  result  of  that  return  maybe 

stated  as  follows : 


Coasting  trade  - 
Oversea  trade  - 


28,541  7 4 
14,688  11  - 


Coasting  trade 
Oversea  trade  - 


Coasting  trade 
Oversea  trade  - 


26,491  - ] 
14,985  17 


27,743  9 - 
16,096  16  9 


On  consideration  of  these  facts  your  Committee  had  no  hesitation  in  forming  their  second 
resolution. 

3.  Your  Committee  having  also  ascertained  that  the  duties  are  contributed  to  the  Board 
in  nearly  equal  proportions  from  the  East  and  West  Coast,  were  of  opinion  that  it  might  be 
held  o-enerally  that  the  relief  afforded  by  the  proposed  reduction  of  duties  should  be  appor- 
tioned in  a similar  manner.  While,  however,  your  Committee  have  not  lost  sight  of  this 
principle,  there  are  other  considerations  which  weighed  with  them  at  present  in  selecting 
the  lighthouses  ou  which  the  relief  should  be  granted,  as  will  be  subsequently  noticed. 

4.  Keeping  generally  in  view  the  propriety  of  yielding  relief  to  the  trade  of  both  sides  of 
the  island,  the  rule  which  your  Committee  have  in  the  present  instance  adopted  in  appor- 
tioning the  reduction  was,  to  select  those  lighthouses  for  a reduction  of  duties  which  they 
found  yielding  the  largest  surplus  revenue  to  the  Board. 

The  results  were  as  follows 

East  Coast: 

1.  Bell  Rock,  gross  revenue  - - - - - 


£.  s.  d. 
- 6,907  - 7 


Whereof, 

Coasting 

Oversea 


£.  6,907  - 7 


£.  s.  d. 
4,692  2 8 

2,214  17  11 


The  surplus  revenue,  after  deducting  cost  of  maintenance,  being  4,880 1. 
2.  Isle  of  May  - --  --  --  --  - 


12  5.  11^- 

£.  s.  d. 
- 3,939  18  « 


Whereof, 

£. 

5. 

d. 

- 3,192 

3 

- 

Oversea  - 

747 

15 

£.  I 3,939 

18 

9 

Surplus,  2,855 1.  17s.  6 \d. 
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3.  Inchkeith  - 

Whereof, 

Coasting 

Oversea 


Surplus,  1,485 1.  18  s.  7 d. 


£■  s.  d, 
2,559  12  3 


£. 

s.  d. 

2,019 

4 5k 

540 

7 9£ 

£. 

2,559 

12  3 

£.  s. 
3,180  1 


Whereof, 

Coasting 

Oversea 

- 

- - 

1 £’ 
2,150 
1,029 

S.  d. 
19  1 

2 4 

£.  | 

3,180 

1 5 

Surplus,  2,187  l.  Os.  5 \d. 


West  Coast: 
1.  Corsewall  - 


2.  Mull  of  Galloway 


£.  a. 

3,322  17 


d. 

5 


d. 

2 


Whereof, 

Coasting 

Oversea 


Surplus,  2,419 /.  6 s.  5 d. 
3.  Pladda  (double  light)  - 


£. 

S. 

d. 

- 

2,484 

13 

3 

* 

838 

3 

11 

£. 

j 3,332 

17 

2 

£.  a.  d. 
2,744  17  11 


Whereof, 

Coasting 

Oversea 


£.  s.  d. 
2,027  15  3 

717  2 0 


£.  | 2,744  17  11 

Surplus,  1,541 l.  3 s.  4 J d. 

Note.— The  above  sums  are  taken  for  the  year  1843,  as  the  accountant 
that  it  afforded  a fair  average  of  the  annual  receipts. 


of  opinion 


Your  Committee  came  to  be  clearly  of  opinion,  that  on  the  east  coast,  the  toll  duty  paid 
for  the  Bell  Bock  was  that  which  primarily  ought  to  be  reduced,  and  after  full  consideration 

they  have  resolved  to  recommend  that  the  reduction  should  amount  to  one-half  of  the  pre- 
sent charge,  or  one  halfpenny  per  ton.  This  reduction  was  so  great,  and  amounted  to  so  large 
a sum,  being  nearly  one-half  of  the  whole  proposed  reduction,  that  your  Committee  found  it 
would  be  inconsistent  with  their  prior  resolutions  to  extend  the  relief  now  contemplated  to 
any  other  light  on  the  east  coast,  and  they  therefore  directed  their  attention  to  the  best 
mode  of  affording  an  equivalent  on  the  west  coast. 


The  reduction  of  one  halfpenny  on  the  coasting  .trade  paying  for  the 
Bell  Rock  will  be  --------- 

One-half  off  the  coasting  trade  passing  Corsewell  £.  s.  d. 

will  be  - --  --  --  1,075  9 6 

Ditto  off  Mull  of  Galloway  - 1,242  6 7 

One-fourth  off  Pladda  r 506  18  9 


Total  Estimated  Reduction  - - - £. 


£.  s.  d. 
2,346  1 4 


2,824  14  10. 


6,170  16  2 


Thus  giving  a reduction,  as  nearly  as  may  be,  consistent  with  the  previous  resolutions 

adopted  by  your  Committee. 


t is  quite  obvious  that  in  this  arrangement  there  is.  a preponderance  of  about  500 1.  per 
,,m“m  m,^avour  the  west  coast ; but  it  must  be  kept  in  view  as  a set-off  to  this,  that  within 
,■ e RSt  t^lree  years  all  vessels  from  the  Firth  of  Forth  going  south  were,  on  application  by 
th6  “er  Ma.jesty  in  Council,  relieved  altogether  from  payment  of  light  duties  for 

fae  Rock,  a . relief  which  considerably  exceeds  in  annual  amount  the  difference  in 
V0Ur  °*  tue  west  coast  in  the  present  proposed  arrangement.. 

°-36.  3 x The 
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The  Committee  in  taking  this  view  did  not  overlook  the  claim  of  the  Isle  of  May  to  a 
reduction  • but  when  it  is  considered  that  the  arrangement  which  the  Board  made  in  regard 
to  this  lio-ht  had  the  effect  of  relieving  the  trade  of  the  Firth  of  Forth  in  particular,  and  the 
east  coast  in  general,  of  a much  heavier  duty,  at  a very  great  expense  to  the  general  fund  of 
the  Board,  it  does  not  appear  that  the  shipping  interest  of  the  east  coast  can  have  any  just 
ground  to  complain  of  the  moderate  preference  shown  to  the  west  coast  on  the  present 

°C  Your  Committee  have  merely  to  add,  in  explanation,  that  as  Pladda  is  a double  light, 
and  consequently  affords  a smaller  surplus  revenue,  there  is  strong  reason  for  making  the 
reduction  on  it  proportionally  less  than  is  proposed  for  Corsewall  and  the  Mull  0f 

^ln  concluding  this  Report,  your  Committee  hope  they  may  be  permitted  to  allude  to  one 
part  of  the  return  ordered  by  the  Board;  and  they  do  so  chiefly  to  prevent  its  being  sup- 
posed in  any  quarter  that  they  had  assumed  that  the  future  works  there  suggested  had 
been  definitely  sanctioned  by  the  Board.  While  your  Committee  are  aware  that  some  of 
these  works  are  directly  specified  in  one  or  other  of  the  statutes  under  which  the  Commis- 
sioners act,  and  that  the  utility  of  others  may  be  considered  as  unquestionable,  they  must 
observe  that  some  other  operations  are  referred  to  in  the  return  as  “ contemplated  by  the 
Board,”  of  which  your  Committee  will  only  say,  that  in  their  opinion  the  propriety  is  doubtful, 
and  which  works  ought  certainly  not  to  he  carried  into  effect,  unless  after  deliberate  con- 
sideration ; at  all  events,  it  would  be  highly  inexpedient  that  it  should  be  supposed  that 
any  of  the  works  embraced  iu  this  head  of  the  return,  beyond  those  actually  in  progress, 
have  been  already  engaged  for  by  the  Board.  These  last  alone  your  Committee  have  found 
themselves  entitled  to  take  into  consideration ; and  as  to  the  others,  they  looked  on  the 
return  merely  as  pointing  out  what  may  be  hereafter  accomplished,  but  by  no  means  what, 
at  all  events,  must  be  carried  into  effect. 


All  which  is  reported  by, 

(signed)  J.  A.  Mttconochie,  Convener,  Sheriff  of  Orkney. 

Robert  Thomson,  Sheriff  of  Caithness-shire. 
Robert  Bruce,  Sheriff  of  Arg-yll. 

Ad.  Black,  Lord  Provost  of  Edinburgh. 

Ad.  Urquhart,  Sheriff  of  Wigton. 
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■REPORT  by  the  Accountant  to  the  Commissioners  of  the  Northern  Lighthouses. 

The  Board,  by  their  Minute  of  11th  December  1843,  remitted  to  the  accountant  to 
prepare  the  following  returns : 

1 Return  showing  the  amount  of  light  duties  received  in  each  of  the  years  1841, 1842, 
and’ 1843,  distinguishing  the  lighthouses  in  respect  of  which  such  duty  was  charged;  the 
total  amount  paid  in  respect  of  each  lighthouse  in  each  respective  year  to  be  separately 
stated,  and  also  distinguishing  whether  the  vessels  passing  were  oversea  or  sailing 

2.  Return  of  the  expense  of  maintaining  each  of  the  said  lighthouses  in  the  said  years, 
contrasting  the  same  with  the  duty  received,  and  showing  surplus  or  deficiency. 

3.  Return  of  the  present  accumulated  fund  and  surplus  income  of  the  Board,  witn 
a prospective  view  of  the  Board’s  building  and  other  engagements. 

In  obedience  to  the  before-mentioned  remit,  the  accountant  now  submits  the  following 
returns : 

1.  Return  showing  the  gross  receipts  on  account  of  each  of  the  lighthouses;  the  num  er 
of  vessels,  and  amount  of  tonnage  passing  them  ; deductions  in  the  collectors  acfc°un,.  , , 
commissions ; incidental  expenses  and-  repayments ; also,  the  particular  expense  of  tne  § 
houses,  and  their  proportion  of  the  general  expenses  of  the  establishment  tor  supp  gi 
salaries  to  ihe  officers,  experiments,  and  other  general  expenses,  for  the  year  1841. 

2.  The  same  for  the  year  1842. 

3.  The  same  for  the  year  1843. 

In  making  out  these  returns  the  accountant  has  divided  the  commissions, 
expenses,  Sic.  charged  in  the  collectors’  accounts,  among  the  several  lighthouses,  acc, 
to  the  gross  amount  received  for  each ; but  in  dividing  the  general  expenses  he  has  a ^P^ 
the  actual  expenditure  on  each  lighthouse  as  the  ground  of  proportioning  the  same,  in 
of  the  directions  given  by  the  Board.  , not 

It  may  be  remarked,  that  the  particular  expenses  of  the  several  iightnouse  ^ 
correspond  with  the  sums  appearing  in  the  accountant’s  reports  for  the  diiieren 
which  arises  from  the  feu  duties  and  rents  (which  were  stated  in  a slump  sum  y ^ 
selves  in  the  annual  reports)  having  been  added  to  the  expense  of  the  respec  iv  a 

It  is  to  be  observed,  that  the  surplus  arising  on  the  duties  received  for  the  Bell 
the  year  1841  is  much  greater  than  for  subsequent  years,  which  arises  from  tlie,  „nt  to 
from  the  Firth  of  Forth  having  been  relieved  from  that  duty  for  the  years  sud  q 
1841.  Tbe 
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The  accountant  considers  that  the  three  returns  before  mentioned,  and  hereto  appended 
exhaust  the  two  first  branches  of  the  order;  and,  in  regard  to  the  third  branch,  be  submits’ 
what  follows : 

The  net  receipts  from  the  lighthouse  duties  for  the  three  years  may  be  stated  as  fol- 
lows;  viz. 


For  the  year  1841 

— 1842 

— 1843 


Amount  for  the  three  years  - 


The  expenditure  for  the  support  of  the  lighthouses,  and  general 
expenses  of  the  establishment  for  shipping,  salaries  to  the  officers, 
experiments,  and  other  general  expenses  for  these  years,  may  be  stated 
thus : 

£.  s.  d. 

For  the  year  1841  - 21,860  7 - 

— 1842  20,351  12  7 

— 1843  -----  21,091  9 5 

Deduct  - - - 

Surplus  on  the  three  years  - - - £. 


£.  s.  d. 
43,436  3 4 
38,766  5 10 
41,574  9 4 


123,775  18  6 


Besides  the  duties  received  for  the  lights,  the  following  miscellaneous  sums  have  been 
received  in  these  years,  which  are  pot  brought  into  the  above  view,  it  being  considered 
desirable  to  show  by  itself  the  revenue  derived  from  the  lights  with  the  general  expenditure 
annually  applicable  thereto. 

Rents  of  houses  at  Arbroath  - 
Ditto  of  stable,  &c.  behind  the  office 
Ditto  of  the  Isle  of  May  - 
Interest  received  from  the  bank  - 
Repayment  of  small  sums  advanced  - 
Price  of  the  “ Skerryvore  ” steamer  - 
Ditto  of  the  sloop  “ Pharos  ” - 
Ditto  of  the  “ Queen 

Ditto  received  for  reflectors,  &c.  sold  - 


aj  j Y — *•»«=  social  expenses)  is  u.l  me  annual  rate  or 

Add  the  average  of  5,197 /.  11 5.  2 d.  of  miscellaneous  receipts  - 


£.  s.  d. 

- 

20  17  10 

54  - - 

- 

63  - - 

- 

2,600  12  11 

- 

33  2 11 

- 

1,616  - 6 

- 

240  - - 

- 

200  - - 

- 

369  17  - 

£. 

5,197  11  2 

duties  received  for  the 

£. 

19,857  9 10 

" 

1,732  10  4 & 

- £. 

21,590  - 2 $ 

There  has  been  received  from  the  Post-office  in  these  three  years  400/.  2 s.  1 d as  the 
expense  of  the  lighthouse  at  the  harbour  of  Portpatrick  ; but  as  this  is  merely  a repayment 
it  is  not  brought  into  the  present  view.  v * 1 


beltete^aTfonowsT  ” ligMlOU!e“  aD<1  0‘he1'  works  ">  the  of  the  three  years  may 


In  1841 
In  1842 
In  1843 


To  this  may  be  added  the 
due  to  Government,  of 


£. 

payment  to  account  of  the  debt  remaining  i 


£.  s.  d. 
22,078  19  - 
23,613  12  9 
20,421  4 1 


66,113  15  10 


6,000  - - 


The  surplus  from  the  light  duties  as  before 
a the  miscellaneous  receipts 


£.  69,572  9 6 
5,197  11  2 

Deduct  - 


0.36. 


Balance  beyond  the  annual  receipts  - 
3x2 


71,113  15  10 
64,770  - 8 


6,343  15  2 
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This  balance  has  been  paid  out  of  the  reserved  fund,  which  amounted,  at  the  close  of  the 
accounts  for  the  year  1840,  to  - - " " " " £. 

And  the  surplus  receipts  from  the  duties  as  before,  to  £.  0,343  15  2 
Add  an  excess  of  payment  on  Portpatrick  Light,  not 

included  in  the  above 11131 

Deduct  - 


Leaving  a reserved  fund  of  - - - 
Which  corresponds  with  the  balance  of  the  account  for  1843. 

Out  of  which  the  Board  may  be  called  upon  to  pay  the  balance  of  principal  remaining 
due  of  the  debt  to  Government,  being  - - - - - - 5>°°0  - - 

And  a balance  of  interest  thereon  forborne  and  allowed  to  be  over  till 

the  final  settlement,  being  ------  " | 9,000  - - 


14,000 


Which  is  the  only  pecuniary  obligation  for  which  the  Board  is  responsible  beyond  the 
current  expenses  of  the  establishment  and  the  new  works  at  present  in  progress. 

Finally,  the  accountant  has  to  report  the  following  prospective  of  the  Board’s  building 
and  other  engagements,  furnished  by  the  engineer,  with  the  estimated  expenses  thereof. 


1. — Works  at  present  in  progress  or  already  engaged  for  by  the  Board. 


Covesea  Skerries  Lighthouse  - - 

Skerry vore  Works  ------- 

Cromarty  Lighthouse  ------ 

Chanonry  Lighthouse  ------ 

Ardnamurchan  Lighthouse  - 

New  lighthouse  at  Start  Point  - 

New  houses  at  Island  Glass  - - - - 

Covesea  Skerries  Beacon  ------ 

Bo-pheg  Beacon,  near  Hynish  - - - - - 

Laggan  Spur  Beacon  ------ 

Patterson’s  Rock  Beacon  ------ 

Scare’s  Bank  Beacon  ------ 

8 Buoys  in  duplicate,  for  the  Firth  of  Forth,  at  35 1.  each 

9 ditto  - ditto  - for  the  Firth  of  Clyde 


2. — Works  contemplated  by  the  Board  : 


Estimated 


Expense. 


£.  s.  d. 

6,100  - - 

10,000  - - 

3,000  - - 

3.000  - - 

8.000  - - 
12,000  - - 

3.000  - - 
620  - - 
110  - - 
400  - - 

1.000  - - 

400  - - 
560  - - 
630  - - 


£. 


48,820 


s.  d. 


St.  Abb’s  Head  Lighthouse  -----  10,000 

Caithness  Coast  Lighthouse  -----  10,000 

Long  Hope  and  Hoy  Sound  Lights,  in  Orkney,  2,500  /. 

each  - --  --  --  --  5,000 

Shaw  of  Unst,  in  Zetland  ------  12,000 

Skerries  of  Whalesey  and  Voy  Skerries,  5,000 1.  each  - 10,000 
Lerwick  Light  --------  2,000 

Butt  of  Lewis  Light  -------  12,000 

St.  Kilda  Light  -------  - 16,000 

Two  lights  ixl  the  Sound  of  Skye,  at  Castle  Moyle  and 
Kyle  Aken,  at  3,000 1.  each  - - - - 6,000 

Sound  of  Islay,  at  Portashaig  -----  3,000 

Sanna  Island,  Clyde  -------  3,000 

Campbelton  Loch  Light  ------  2,000 

Lamlash  ditto  -------  2,000 

Lochryan  ditto  -------  - 15,000 

63  Beacons,  at  700 1.  each  ------  37,100 

84  Buoys  in  duplicate,  at  35/.  each  - 5,880 


Total  - 


136,480  - - 

£.  185,300  - “ 
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l._REIUM  showing  the  Gross  Receipts  on  account  of  each  of  the  Nouthim.  Lighthouses;  the  Number  of  Vessels  and 
Amount  of  Tonnage  passing  them;  Deductions  in  the  Collectors-  Accounts  for  Commission;  Incidental  Expenses 
and  Repayments;— Also,  the  Particular  Expenses  of  the  Lighthouses,  and  their  proportion  of  the  General  Expenses  of 
the  Establishment,  for  Shipping,  Salaries  to  Officers,  Experiments,  and  other  General  Expenses,  for  1841. 


t'o.  of  Vessels.  Tonnage, 

nrinjjoeersea.  Coasting.  I Oversea. 


LIGHTHOUSES.  Charges.  J Gross  Receipts.  I Surplus.  Deficiency 


133,3  2,195  958,090  246,428  1.  Inchkeith 

Commission,  &c, 


Commission,  Sec.  - - ] 47  e 9 

Particular  expense  - - 419  18  11 

Share  of  general  expense  223  13  2 


£.  s.  d.  £.  s.  d.  £.  s.  d.  £.  s d 
- 2,509  8 3 


17,473  3,097  1,490,779  413,055  2.  Isle  of  May L 

Commission,  &c.  - - 232  17  7 

Particular  expense  - - 555  19  5 

Share  of  general  expense  296  2 - 


15,958  3,664  1,335,526  527,697  3.  Bell  Rock - 

Commission,  &c.  - - 455  1 6 5 

Particular  expense  - - 980  1 10 

Share  of  general  expense  521  18  8 


7,016  3,167  666,904  482,448  4.  Girdleness  ....  _ <; 

Commission,  &c.  - - 140  1110 

Particular  expense  - - 616  - 9 

Share  of  general  expense  328  1 9 


4, 593|3, 762  353,753  633,176  5.  Buchanness  - - - - 

Commission,  &c.  - - 120  14  5 

Particular  expense  - - 507  11  9 

Share  of  general  expense  270  6 7 


2,066  2 -£ 


337,099  465,587  6.  Kinnairdshead  - - - - - ] 

Commission,  &c.  - - 96  19  3 

Particular  expense  - - 537  17  10 

Share  of  general  expense  286  9 5 


2.241  127  160,295  11,085  7.  Tarbetness 

Commission,  Sec. 


Commission,  Sec.  - - 20  19  3 

Particular  expense  - - 574  7 11 

Share  of  general  expense  305  18  4 

Balance  - - - . - - 


.2'8  1,629  1 49,226  4 05,569  I 8.  Pentland  Skerries 

Commission,  &c. 


Commission,  &c.  - - 67  17  3 

Particular  expense  - - 1,057  8 - 

Share  of  general  expense  563  3 1 


Balance  - 

* 1,336  30,141  367,606  0.  Start  Point  - 


Commission,  &c.  - - 48  13- 

Particular  expense  - - 390  6 7 

Share  of  general  expense  207  17  8 


* 299  30,602  63,260  10.  Sumburghend  - 

Commission,  &c. 


Commission,  &c.  - - 11  14  9 

Particular  expense  - - 658  13  1 

Share  of  general  expense  350  15  8| 


181  16  Ij  — 


851  6 6 
I ( continued ) 
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appendix  to  report  from  the 


LIGHTHOUSES. 


11.  Dunnethead  - 

Commission,  &c.  - - 63  16 

Particular  expense  - 643  11  5 

Share  of  general  expense  289  9 11 


Balance  - - - 

12.  Cape  Wrath  - . 

Commission,  &c.  - - 63  17  10.J] 

Particular  expense  - 716  16  10 
Share  of  general  expense  |381  16  7 


Balance  - • 

13.  Island  Glass  - 

Commission,  &c.  - - 42  9 11 

Particular  expense  - 681  9 8 

Share  of  general  expense  |362  18  11 


Balance  - • 

14.  Barrahead 

Commission,  &c.  - - I 70  12  3 

Particular  expense  - 809  6 11 
Share  of  general  expense  |431  1 


Balance  - 
15.  Lismore  - 

Commission,  &c.  - -I  9 10  6 

Particular  expense  - 603  12  6 

Share  of  general  expense  |321  9 7 


Balance  - 

16.  Rhinns  of  Islay 

Commission,  &c.  - - I 83  7 9 

Particular  expense  - 682  19  7 

Share  of  general  expense  |3 10  9 9 


Balance  - 

17.  Mull  of  Cantyre 

Commission,  &c.  - - I 88  11  6j| 

Particular  expense  - 939  8 1 

Share  of  general  expense  |500  6 2 

Balance  - 

18.  Pladda  - 

Commission,  &c.  - - jl 79  18  3i| 

Particular  expense  - 528  6 10 
Share  of  general,  expense  |281  7 8 


Balance  - - 

661,868  | 19.  Corse’wall 

Commission,  &c.  - - 1206-  19  9 

Particular  expense  » 673  18  5 

Share  of  general  expense  |305  13  2 


£.  s.  d. 
1,086  16  - 


1,088  4 5M 


1,086  18  6 


Defies*,, 

£•  t.i 


188  19  1£ 


1,202  13  7 


1,420  4 -4 


1,608  11  64 
1,628  6 9>j 


3,064  6-  1J 


Balance  - - - 

jl, 170, 540|  465,838  I 20.  Mull  of  Galloway  - 
Commission,  &c.  - 
Particular  expense 
Share  of  general  expense 

Balance  - - - 
21.  Point  of  Ay  re 

Commission,  &c.  - 
Particular  expense 
Share  of  general  expense 

Balance  - - - 


3,608  6 7£ 


3,388  6 9 


18  9 
1644  10  10 
290  - 9 


:00  1 9 

|403  13  2 
214  10  8 


2,074  12  4 


2,422  14 


2,364  15  5 


2,589  11  8 
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Ton 

nage. 



LIGHTHOUSES. 

Charges. 

Gross  Receipts. 

Surplus. 

Deficiency. 

Oting' 

Oversea. 

Coasting. 

Oversea. 

22,  Calf  of  Man,  High  Station 

£.  s.  d. 

£.  s.  d. 
1,378  12  2 

£.  s.  d. 

£.  s.  d. 

Commission,  &c.  - 

80  18  10£ 

Particular  expense  - ; 

448  8 10 

Share  of  general  expense 

238  16  8 

768  4 4J 

Balance  - - - 

- 

_i 

610  7 9 1 

_ 

5,934  I 

1,921 

831,495 

491,969 

23.  Calf  of  Man,  Low  Station 

Commission,  &c.  - 

80  18  10£ 

Particular  expense 

427  12  8 

Share  of  general  expense 

227  15  -i 

736  6 6i 

Balance  - - - 

642  5 7| 

£. 

25,111  3 6 £ 

3,235  19  6£ 

"-RETURN  showing  the  Gross  Receipts  on  account  of  each  of  the  Northern  Lighthouses;  the  Number  of  Vessels  and 
Amount  of  Tonnage  passing  them;  Deductions  in  the  Collectors’  Accounts  for  Commission,  Incidental  Expenses,  and 
Repavments  s— Also  the  Particular  Expenses  of  the  Lighthouses,  and  their  Proportions  of  the  General  Expenses  of  the 
Establishment  for  Shipping,  Salaries  to  Officers,  and  other  General  Expenses,  for  1842.  e 


So.  of  Vessels. 

| Tonnage. 

LIGHTHOUSES. 

Charges. 

Coastinj 

Oversea 

Coasting. 

Oversea. 

£. 

, 

d. 

940,398 

211,075 

1.  Inchkeith  - 

Commission,  &c.  - 

142 

Particular  expense 

448 

2 

5h 

Share  of  general  expense 

263 

10 

3 

Balance  - - - 

- 

- 

18,453 

2,379 

1,496,190 

292,702 

2.  Isle  of  May 

. 

Commission,  &c.  - 

221 

2 

0 

Particular  expense 

669 

14 

(H 

Share  of  general  expense 

393 

16 

7 

Balance  - - - 

12,887 

3,204 

1,095,527 

454,779 

3.  Bell  Rock  - 

Commission,  &c.  - 

363 

5 

Particular  expense 

916 

11 

1 

Share  of  general  expense 

538 

19 

5 

Balance  - - - 

- 

6,409 

2,641 

646,011 

399,973 

4.  Girdleness  ... 

Commission,  &c.  - 

129 

7 

4 

Particular  expense 

623 

16 

4 

Share  of  general  expense 

366 

16 

" 

Balance  * - - 

- 

- 

4,165 

2,770 

329,252 

419,227 

5.  Buchanness  - 

Commission,  &c.  - 

92 

10 

4 

Particular  expense 

572 

15 

4 J 

Share  of  general  expense 

336 

16 

3 

Balance  - - - 

- 

- 

4,090 

1,838 

316,012 

406,895 

6.  Kinnairdshead 

. 

Commission,  &c.  - 

89 

7 

1 

Particular  expense 

S02 

7 

5 

Share  of  general  expense 

354 

4 

6 

Balance  - - 

0.36 

1 

£■  s.  d. 
2,898  18  -i| 


853  19  4£ 


1,284  13  7£ 


1,838  15  10 


1,659 

6 7$ 

1,002 

1 11^ 

1,506 

1 n 

1,045 

18  11  j 

2,442  3 6 £ I 


460  2 2 1 1 


(continued) 
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Tonnage.  ; 

3ross  Receipts. 

lighthouses. 

Charges.  ( 

Surplus. 

Coasting.  0 

versea.  ( 

Coasting. 

Oversea. 

£.  5.  d. 

£.  s.  d. 

£.  s.  d. 

L s.  i 

2,187 

165  ] 

155,697 

14,162  ' 

7.  Tarbetness  - 

Commission,  &c.  - - ! 

Particular  expense  - 51 

20  19  11 
31  14  54 

Share  of  general  expense  3 

865  7 10£ 

Balance  - - - 

511  10  S 

1,889  : 

1,460 

141,139  ; 

368,491 

8.  Pentland  Skerries  - 

62  19  10 

1,061  14  7 

Commission,  &c.  - 

Particular  expense  - 8 

93  18  8 

Share  of  general  expense  5 

25  13  5 

Balance  - - - 

420  17  4 

1,192 

23,703 

327,647 

9.  Start  Point  - 

731  15  5 

Commission,  &c.  - 

43  8 4 

Particular  expense  - £ 

122  7 10 

Share  of  general  expense  1 

89  11  7 

555  7 9 

Balance  - - - 

176  7 8 

— 

195 

281 

25,308 

50,449 

10.  Sumburghead  - 

Commission,  &c.  - 

9 7 3 

157  16  64 

Particular  expense  - 

724  8 7J 

Share  of  general  expense  < 

125  19  11 

Balance  - - - 

1,001  19  3 

1,367 

1,229 

109,857 

345,664 

11.  Dunnethead  - 

- 

949  - -4 

Commission,  &c.  - 

56  6 1 

Particular  expense 

472  16  5i 

Share  of  general  expense 

278  - 10  ! 

807  3 44i 

Balance  - - - 

141  16  8 

1,243 

1,129 

105,093 

345,045 

12.  Cape  Wrath  - 

- 

939  - 9 

Commission,  &c.  - 

55  14  3 

Particular  expense 

601  17  4J 

Share  of  general  expense 

353  18  5 

Balance  - - - 

72  9 3 

1,207 

102,094 

214,425 

13.  Island  Glass  - 

. 

659  8 3| 

Commission,  &c.  - 

39  2 6 

Particular  expense 

521  2 9J 

Share  of  general  expense 

306  9 1 

Balance  - - - 

207  6 1 

973 

1,464 

88,615 

448,031 

14.  Barrahead 

. 

1,118  - 3 

Commission,  &c.  - 

66  6 8 

Particular  expense 

639  1 9i 

Share  of  general  expense 

375  16  3 

„ , 

75,494 

2,421 

16.  Lismore  - - - 

162  6 5i 

!i 

Commission,  &c.  - 

9 12  7 

Particular  expense 

480  3 - 

Share  of  general  expense 

282  7 - 

- 772  2 7 

009  16 

Balance  - - - 

. 

3,451 

1,002 

332,052 

292,829 

16.  Rhinns  of  Islay 

- 

1,301  16  8 

Commission,  &c.  - 

77  4 10 

" Particular  expense 

634  8 11 

J 

Share  of  general  expense 

373  1 9 

Balance  - - - 

4,350 

961 

374,890 

272,671 

17.  Mull  of  Cantvre 

- 

1,349  1 8 

i 

Commission,  &c.  - 

80  - 10 

Particular  expense 

460  12  10 

h 

Share  of  general  expense 

264  19  11 

Balance  - - - 
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Si,,  of  Vessels. 

Tonnage. 

- 

Jorerset 

,|  Coasting. 

Oversea. 

Charges. 

Gross  Receipts. 

Surplus. 

Deficiency. 

f0fig0 

2,177 

1,008,565 

5 317,155 

18.  Pladda  - 

£.  s.  d. 

£.  s.  d. 
2,761  18  3 

£•  s.  d. 

£.  s.  d. 

Commission,  &c.  - 

163  17  5 

Particular  expense 

487  10  6 

Share  of  general  expense 

2S6  17  3 

93S  11  ~ 

1 7 

9,591 

1,868 

1,038,182 

485,714 

19.  Corsewall  - 

3,174  16  8 

Commission,  &c.  - 

188  7 4 

Particular  expense 

431  18  93 

Share  of  general  expense  j 

254  - _ 

874  6 11 

Balance  - - - 

2,300  9 

9,527 ! 

1,714 

1,132,998 

439,292 

20.  Mull  of  Galloway  - 

. 

3,275  11  101 

Commission,  &c.  - 

194  7 - 

Particular  expense 

333  5 10 

Share  of  general  expense 

195  19  11 

723  12  9 

11,422 

648 

1,287,716 

187,227 

21.  Point  of  Ayre 

3,072  15  llji 

Commission,  &c.  - 

182  6 4 

Particular  expense 

348  2 

Share  of  general  expense 

204  14  - 

735  2 4* 

Balance  - - - 

22.  Calf  of  Man,  High  Station 

. 

1,288  7 7 

Commission,  &c.  - 

76  8 10 

Particular  expense  - ; 

323  11  9 

Share  of  general  expense  ; 

190  5 9 

590  6 4 

Balance  - - - 

, 

1 a 

23.  Calf  of  Man,  Low  Station 

. 

1,288  7 71 

5-711 

1,735 

794,786 

442,059 

Commission,  &c.  - 

76  8 10 

Particular  expense  - £ 

113  5 2£ 

Share  of  general  expense  ] 

184  4 3 

573  18  31 

Balance  - - - 

714  9 4 

“ 

24.  Little  Ross  ... 

. 

Commission,  &c.  - 

_ 

Particular  expense  - ; 

333  5 10 

Share  of  general  expense  ] 

195  19  11 

529  5 9 

Balance  - - - 

529  5 - 

. Total 

" ' 

22,237  3 5£  : 

3,353  4 3 

Little  Ross  was  not  lighted  in  1842,  but  the  above  expense  was  incurred  preparatory  to  its  being  lighted. 


».36. 


3 Y 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


53® 


appendix  to  report  from  the 


3— RETURN  showing  the  Gross  Receipts  on  account  of  each  of  the  Northern  Lighthouses  ; the  Number  of  Vessels^ 
Amount  of  Tonnage,  passing  them;  Deductions  in  the  Collectors’  Accounts  for  Commission ; Incidental 
and  Repayments  :-Also,  the  particular  Expenses  of  the  lighthouses,  and  their  proportions  of  the  General  Eapao, 
of  the  Establishment  for  Shipping,  Salaries  to  Officers,  Experiments,  and  other  General  Expenses,  for  1843. 


No.  of  Vessels.  1 

Tonnage. 

LIGHTHOUSES. 

Charges.  ( 

jross  Receipts. 

Surplus. 

Coasting.  0 

versea.  - 

Coasting. 

Oversea. 

12,490 

2,191  ' 

969,228  : 

259,388 

1.  Inchkeith  - 

Commission,  &c.  - - 1- 

Particular  expense  - - 5 

Share  of  general  expense  - 4' 

£.  s.  cl. 

50  8 6 
19  6 3 
03  18  - 

£.  s.  d. 
1,559  12  4 

1,073  12  9 

£•  s.  d. 

£■  t.  i 

Balance  - - 

1,485  19  7 

— 

15,977 

2,902  1 

,632,232 

358,939 

2.  Isle  of  May 

Commission,  &c.  - - 2 

Particular  expense  - - 4 

Share  of  general  expense  - 3 

31  11  1 

79  10  10 
172  19  4 

3,939  18  91 

Balance  - - - 

2,855  17  6^ 

13,655 

8,716  1 

,126,112 

531,575 

3.  Bell  Rock 

Commission,  &c.  - • < 

Particular  expense  - 
Share  of  general  expense  - 

405  18  8 
)11  10  3 
ros  18  9 

6,907  - 7 

Balance  - - - 

4,880  12  11 

6,705 

2,970 

658,817 

457,102 

4.  Girdleness  ... 

Commission,  &c. 
Particular  expense  - 
Share  of  general  expense  - 

136  12  7 
461  3 8 

358  13  9 

1 2,324  16  7£ 
956  10  - 

Balance  - - - 

1,368  C 71 

4,346 

2,982 

339,004 

460,251 

6.  Buclianness  - 

Commission,  &c- 
Particular  expense  - 
Share  of  general  expense  - 

97  17  2 
583  - - 
453  8 8 

1,065  2 3 1 

Balance  - - - 

530  16  51 

_ 

4,120 

2,086 

323,735 

435,614 

0.  Kinnairdsliead  - 
Commission,  &c. 
Particular  expense  - 
Share  of  general  expense  - 

92  19  2 
530  1 1 8 

417  6 8 

1,581  15  41 

Balance  - - - 

534  17  101 

— 

1,987 

2 4 

161,878 

18,635 

7.  Tarbetness  ... 

Commission,  &c.  - 

Particular  expense  - 
Share  of  general  expense  - 

422  9 10 
328  11  11 

370  1 4 l 

Balance  - - - 

1,874 

1,571 

142,149 

i 382,60? 

! 8.  Pentland  Skerries 
Commission,  &c. 
Particular  expense  - 
Share  of  general  expense  - 

64  5 - 
701  14  - 
545  15  1 

1,093  4 lOi 

218  0 

. 

2ie 

• 1,438 

i 23,996 

1 376,236 

3 9.  Start  Point  - 

Commission,  &c. 
Particular  expense  - 
Share  of  general  expense  - 

48  17  7 

289  3 7 
224  18  i 

831  14  10 

1 

~ 268  15  4 

317 

• 396 

i 27,47< 

3 88,09 

1 10.  Sumburghead  - 

Commission,  &c.  - 

Particular  expense  - 
Share  of  general  expense  ■ 

- 14  3 ■ 

-731  1 

• 568  11  1 

240  15  3 

3 

9 

1,073  ' 

, 

. 

1 1 
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Charges. 

£.  s. 

d. 

58  4 

1 

489  2 

51 

380  8 

4 

114,8721 


298,630 


493,977 


3 1,192,638 


LIGHTHOUSES. 


11.  Dunnethead  - 

Commission,  &c.  - 
Particular  expense 
Share  of  general  expense 

Balance  - - - 

12.  Cape  Wrath  - 

Commission,  & c.  - 
Particular  expense 
Share  of  general  expense 

Balance  - 

13.  Island  Glass  - 

Commission,  &c.  - 
Particular  expense 
Share  of  general  expense 

Balance  - - - 

14.  Barrahead 

Commission,  &c.  - 
Particular  expense 
Share  of  general  expense 

Balance  - - - 

15.  Lismore  - 

Commission,  &c.  - 
Particular  expense 
Share  of  general  expense 

Balance  - - - 

10.  Rhinns  of  Islay 

Commission,  &c.  - 
Particular  expense 
Share  of  general  expense 

Balance  - - 

17.  Mull  of  Cantyre 

Commission,  &c.  - 
Particular  expense 
Share  of  general  expense 

Balance  - - - 


18.  Pladda  - 

Commission,  &c.  - 
Particular  expense 
Share  of  general  expense 

Balance  - - - 

19.  Corsewall  - 

Commission,  &c.  - 
Particular  expense 
Share  of  general  expense 

^Balance  - - - 

20.  Mull  of  Galloway  - 

Commission,  &c.  - 
Particular  expense 
Share  of  general  expanse 

Balance  - - - 

21.  Point  of  Ayre 

Commission,  &c.  - 
Particular  expense 
Share  of  general  expense 

Balance  - - - 


57  1 

|482  7 lojl 


34  15  7 

|300  4 3 

9 10 


7 13  5 
544  10  - 
|423  8 9 


66  16  8 
33  16  7|> 


77  14  7 
|506  19  lgl 


81  19  8 
[459  18  11 
357  14  6 


161  6 5 
[586  7 3 
456  - 11 


186  18  1 
453  9 3 

352  13  8 


195  5 9 
|398  7 ll£] 
309  17  1 


112  1 2 
[313  13  -jj 
243  18  10 


Gross  Receipts. 

Surplus. 

Deficiency. 

£.  5. 

990  7 

d. 

4 

£. 

s. 

d. 

£.  s.  d. 

029  14 

10J 

12 

5% 

62 

971  19 

«i 

914  13 

n 

14 

56 

591  15 

6 

568  9 

8 

23 

0 

10 

1,137  3 

7 

1,015  17 

-J 

121 

6 

«i 

130  11 

7 

975  12 

2 

845  - 7 

1,322  11 

9 

978  19 

H 

343 

12 

3.J 

1,394  19 

101 

899  13 

1 

495 

*>i 

2,744  17 

ni 

1,203  14 

7 

1,541 

3 

*! 

3,180  1 

si 

993  1 

- 

5 \ 

3,322  17 

2i 

903  10 

n 

2,419 

1,906  15 

i 

669  13 

-i 

1,237 

-S 

(continued) 
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APPENDIX  TO  REPORT  FROM  THE 


No.  ot  Vessels.  [ 

Tonnage. 

LIGHTHOUSES. 

Charges. 

Gross  Receipts. 

Surplus. 

Deficiaax. 

trailing. 

Oversea] 

Coasting. 

Oversea. 

£.  s. 

d. 

£. 

s. 

d. 

£.  s.  d. 

22.  Calf  of  Man,  High  Station 

- 

1,801 

6 

6 

Commission,  &c.  - 

105  17 

3J 

Particular  expense 

314  14  : 

lJ4 

Share  of  general  expense 

244  16 

8 

Balance  - - - 

- 

— 

— 

[1,135  17  7 

1,327,256 

402,016 

23.  Calf  of  Man,  Low  Station 

- 

1,801 

6 

6 

Commission,  &c.  - 

105  17 

3J 

Particular  expense 

304  5 

2„ 

Share  of  general  expense 

236  12 

" 

646 

15 

Balance  - - - 

- 

— 

1,154  11  3 

- 

<8,832 

61 

477,861 

13,715 

24.  Little  Ross  - 

1,024 

2 

4 

Commission,  &c.  - 

60  3 

Particular  expense 

397  G 

Share  of  general  expense 

309  - 

8 

— 

766 

11 

2 

Balance  - - - 

- 

- 

— 

— 

257  11  2 

- 

25.  Skerrvvore 

_ 

Commission,  &c.  - 

— 

Particular  expense 

647  2 

8 

Share  of  general  expense 

503  6 

3 

— 

1,150 

8 

11 

Balance  - - - 

— 

— 

- 

1,160  8 11 

£. 

22,960  17  1 

j 3,684  - Sj 

Note. — Skerry  vore  was  not  lighted  till  after  1843,  but  the  above  expense  was  incurred  preparatory  to  its  being  lighted. 
The  preceding  Report  is  submitted  to  the  Commissioners  of  the  Northern  Lighthouses,  by 
Edinburgh,  29th  October  1844.  (signed)  Claud  Russell,  Accountant. 


Appendix,  No.  15  (C). 


SUPPLEMENTARY  REPORT  by  the  Accountant  to  the  Commissioners  of  the  Northern  Lighthouses, 
showing  the  Gross  Amount  received  on  account  of  each  of  the  Lighthouses,  as  divided  between  the  Coasting  and 
Oversea  Vessels,  for  the  Years  1841,  1842,  and  1843. 


LIGHTHOUSES. 

- 

TONNAGE. 

DUTIES, 

TOTAI 

Coasting. 

Oversea. 

Coasting.  1 

Oversea.  1 

£. 

d. 

£• 

s. 

d. 

£■  S. 

1.  Inchkeith  - 

1841 

958,090 

246,438 

1,996 

6 

513 

7 

10 

2,509  8 

1842 

940,398 

211,075 

1,959 

3 

3 

439 

14 

1843 

969,228 

269,388 

2,019 

4 

Si 

640 

7 

9 h 

2.  Isle  of  May  - 

1841 

1,490,779 

413,055 

3,015 

16 

9 l 

860 

10 

n 

3,966  6 

1842 

1,496,190 

292,702 

3,117 

1 

3 

G09 

15 

11  ! 

1843 

1,532,232 

358,939 

3,192 

3 

“ 

747 

15 

»i 

3.  Bell  Rock  - 

1841 

1,335,326 

527,697 

5,604 

13 

9£ 

2,198 

14 

7j' 

7,763  8 

1842 

1,095,627 

454,779 

4,564 

13 

11 

1,894 

18 

3 

6,459  12 

1843 

1,120,112 

531,575 

4,692 

2 

8 

2,214 

17 

11 

4.  Girdleness  - 

1841 

666,904 

482,448 

1,389 

7 

8 

1,005 

2 

_ 

2,394  9 

1842 

046,611 

399,973 

1,347 

0, 

1 h 

833 

5 

G 

1843 

658,817 

457,102 

1,372 

10 

8 h 

952 

5' 

11 

5.  Buchanness  - 

1S41 

353,753 

633,176 

736 

19 

8£ 

1,319 

2 

4 

2,056  2 

1842 

329,252 

419,227 

685 

18 

10 

873 

7 

9i 

1843 

339,004 

460,251 

706 

5 

2 

958 

17 

n 
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lightho  uses. 

- 

TONNAGE. 

DUTIES. 

TOTAL. 

Coasting. 

Oversea. 

Coasting. 

Oversea. 

G.  Kinnairdshead  - 

1841 

337,099 

455,587 

£. 

732 

S. 

d. 

9 h\ 

£. 

949 

2 

cl.  1 

£. 

s. 

(/. 

40(5,895 

658 

7 

847 

13 

435,514 

674 

8 

llh 

907 

6 

5 

1,581 

16 

7.  Tarbetness  - 

1841 

100,295 

11,085 

333 

18 

11  $ 

23 

155,697 

14,162  ; 

324 

7 

4 $ 

29 

101,878 

18,635 

337 

4 

11 

38 

16 

fij 

376 

1 

8.  Pentland  Skerries 

1841  ; 

149,220 

405,569 

310 

17 

9 

844 

18 

8 it 

368,491 

294 

_ 

9$ 

767 

13 

9 J 

382,608 

296 

2 

10  $ 

797 

2 

1,093 

4 

0.  Star  Point  - 

1841 

30,141 

367,596 

62 

15 

10 

765 

16 

6 

23,703 

327,547 

49 

7 

7 h 

682 

7 

23,998 

373,238 

49 

19 

H 

781 

14 

11 

831 

14 

10 

10.  Sumburghhead  - 

1841 

32,092 

63,260 

68 

2 

2 

131 

15 

10 

25,308 

50,449 

52 

14 

6 

105 

-2 

157 

27,470 

88,091 

57 

4 

10 

183 

10 

«$ 

240 

15 

8$ 

11.  Duunethead  ... 

1841 

119,498 

401,673 

248 

19 

1 

836 

16 

4 J 

1,085 

. 1842 

109,857 

345,664 

228 

17 

4 h 

720 

2 

8 

1843 

114,872 

360,504 

239 

6 

4 

751 

1 

- 

990 

7 

4 

12.  Cape  Wrath  - 

1841 

114,074 

408,273 

237 

13 

1 

850 

11 

4$ 

1,088 

4 

1842 

105,093 

345,643 

218 

18 

ii  h 

l 

720 

1 

9A 

1843 

105,314 

360,953 

219 

8 

751 

19 

8 h 

971 

7 

H 

18.  Island  Glass  ... 

1841 

115,520 

231,884 

240 

13 

4 

483 

1 

10 

723 

2 

1842 

102,094 

214,425 

212 

13 

11 

446 

14 

4$ 

659 

8 

31 

1843 

103,940 

180,112 

216 

10 

10 

375 

4 

8 

591 

15 

6 

14.  Barrahead  - 

1841 

110,028 

461,258  1 

241 

14 

3 

960 

19 

4 

1,202 

1842 

88,615 

448,041 

184 

12 

3 

933 

7 

n t 

1,118 

3 

1843 

86,297 

459,549 

179 

15 

8$ 

967 

7 

10  J 

1,137 

3 

7 

15.  Lismore  - 

1841 

02,507 

16,375 

130 

4 

3-2 

_ 

7 $ 

162 

R 

1842 

75,494 

• 2,421 

157 

5 

7 

5 

- 

i°  l 

162 

6 

6$ 

1843  . 

02,204 

474 

129 

11 

10 

- 

18 

9 

130 

9 

7 

1G.  Rhinns  of  Islay  ... 

1841  1 

331,101 

350,596 

G89 

15 

10  l 

730 

8 

p, 

1,420 

4 

-A 

1842 

332,052 

292,829 

691 

15 

6 

610 

1 

2$ 

1,301 

16 

8 $ 

1843 

319,161 

315,681 

664 

18 

4 it 

657 

13 

4 A 

1,322 

11 

9 

17.  Hull  ol'Cantyre  - 

1841 

392,639 

331,578 

817 

15 

9$ 

690 

15 

9 

1,508 

1842 

374,890 

272,671 

781 

- 

5 

568 

1 

3 A 

1,349 

1 

ft  A 

1843 

370,907 

298,630 

772 

16 

Hi 

622 

2 

11 

1,394 

19 

10$ 

18.  Pladda  .... 

1841 

1,071,162 

399,681 

2,231 

11 

9 

832 

13 

4J 

3,064 

1 1 

1842 

1,008,563 

317,155 

2,101 

3 

600 

14 

9 \ 

2,761 

18 

3 

19.  Corsewall  .... 

1843 

973,326 

344,225 

2,027 

15 

3 

717 

2 

si 

2,744 

17 

H$ 

1841 

1,122,107 

561,868 

2,337 

14 

1,170 

11 

2 

3,508 

5 

7$ 

1842 

1,038,182 

485,714 

2,162 

17 

7 

1,011 

18 

1 

3,174 

15 

8 

1843 

1,032,458 

493,977 

2,150 

19 

1 

1,029 

2 

4 A 

3,180 

1 

5$ 

20.  Hull  of  Galloway 

1841 

1,170,640 

455,838 

2,438 

12 

0 

949 

18 

3 

3,388 

6 

9 

1842 

1,132,993 

439,292 

2,360 

8 

"A 

915 

3 

10 

3,276 

11 

10  $ 

1843 

1,192,038 

402,335 

2,484 

13 

3 

838 

3 

11  l 

3,322 

17 

2$ 

21.  Point  of  Ayre  - - a 

1841 

1,388,803  : 

246,911 

2,893 

9 

3 J; 

514 

7 

n$i 

3,-407 

17 

3 

1842 

1,287.716 

187,227 

2,082 

14 

10  . 

390 

1 

u 

3,072 

15 

11  l 

22-1 

1843 

719,822 

195,420 

1,499 

12 

7 ' 

407 

9 

6 

& Calf  of  Man 

23.J 

1841 

831,495 

491,979 

1,732 

5 

n 

1,024 

18 

8S 

2,757 

4 

4 

1842 

794,780 

442,059 

1,655 

16 

i 

920 

19 

n 

2,576 

15 

2$ 

2k  Little  Ross  - 

1843 

1,327,256 

402,016 

2,765 

2 

4 

837 

10 

8 

3,602 

13 

1841 



1842 



The  nrarw!,- , 

1843 

477,861 

13,715 

995 

10 

ioi 

28 

11 

S} 

1,024 

2 

4 

The  r ''ll  i > 

prece  mg  supplementary  report  has  been  prepared  by  desire  of  the  sub-committee,  and  is  submitted  by 

Edinburgh,  loth  November  1644.  (signed)  Claud  Russell. 


Edinburgh,  8 April  1846. 

°-3b. 


By  order  of  the  Commissioners  of  Northern  Lighthouses. 


3 y 3 


Alex.  Cuningham,  Joint  Secretary. 
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appendix  to  report  from  the 


Appendix,  No.  1G. 


RETURN  of  the  Annual  Expense  of  the  Maintenance  of  the  Lighthouses  in  1833,  compared  with  the  same  in 
1843,  exclusive  of  the  Repairs  and  New  Works. 


1833. 

1843. 

1833. 

1843. 

£. 

S. 

cl. 

£. 

s. 

d. 

£. 

s. 

d. 

£.  s.  d. 

Inclikeith  - 

355 

19 

8 

4S4 

6 

3 

Cape  Wrath  - - - 

461 

19 

li 

462  7 101 

Isle  of  May  - 

631 

3 

9 

478 

12 

7 

Island  Glass  - 

530 

14 

9 

477  4 3 

Bell  Rock  - - - 

832 

6 

11 

911 

10 

3 

Rliins  of  Islay  - 

660 

12 

10 

481  19  1 

Buchanness  ... 

554 

4 

- 

583 

- 

- 

Mull  of  Kintyre  - 

438 

7 

9 

536  15  11 

Kinnaird’s  Head  - 

323 

13 

7 

600 

12 

8 

Pladda  .... 

471 

3 

5 

575  7 3 

Tarbetness  - 

449 

14 

11 

402 

9 

10 

Corsewall  - 

530 

5 

11 

413  9 3 

Pentland  Skerries 

766 

3 

7 

689 

14 

- 

Mull  of  Galloway 

423 

- 

1 

356  7 11} 

Start  Point  - 

237 

17 

7 

271 

3 

Point  of  Ayre  ... 

334 

7 

10 

303  13  -} 

Sumburghhead  - 

492 

11 

3 

731 

1 

3 

Calf  of  Man,  High 

441 

13 

8 

314  14  11 J 

Dunnethead  ... 

404 

1 

10 

464 

2 

Calf  of  Man,  Low 

406 

10 

4 

304  5 2 

By  Order  of  the  Commissioners  of  Northern  Lighthouses. 

Edinburgh,  29  March  1845.  Alan  Stevenson,  Engineer. 


Appendix,  No.  17. 


ABSTRACT  RETURN  of  the  Actual  Charge  of  each  Lighthouse  for  the  Year  1843,  exhibiting  the  Amount  under  Seven  Heads  of 

Expenditure. 


LIGHTHOUSE. 


luchkeith 
Isle  of  May 
Bell  Rock 
Girdleness 
Buchanness 
Kinnairdhead  - 
Tarbetness 
Pentlancl  Skerries 
Start  Point 
Sumburgbhead  - 
Dunnethead 
Cape  Wrath  - 

Island  Glass  - 

Barrahead 
Skerryvore  > 

Lismoie  - • 

Shinns  of  Islay 
Mull  of  Kintyre 
Pladda  - - 

Corsewall 
Mull  of  Galloway 
Little  Ross 
Point  of  Ay  re  - 
Calf  or  Mar,  Low 
- Higli 


Lightroom 

Stores. 

General 

Stores. 

Furniture 

Utensils. 

Clothing. 

Miscellaneous. 

Salaries 

and 

Wages. 

Building 

Repairs. 

£.  s.  d. 

£.  s. 

d. 

£. 

d. 

£.  s.  d. 

£■  s. 

d. 

£•  d. 

172  7 10 

17  12 

1 

7 - - 

44  7 G 

9G  3 

146  15  10 

219  4 2 

31  7 

5 

21  14  3 

11G  13 

3 

8 8 2 

194  19  4 

GO  C 

4 

27  11  2 

31 

2 

1 

109  17  8 

2G1  14 

0 

165  9 2 

309  2 4 

18  3 

1 

4 10  4 

18  9 0 

93  12 

279  2 7 

151  - 

7 

95  10 

14  5 6 

224  19  4 

53  18 

8 

<5  8 10 

32-5 

90  - 

93  5 5 

251  13  - 

23  19 

1 

6 4 8 

30  13  1 

90  - 

459  17  3 

24  12 

1 

8 10  1 

81  12  10 

100  10 

14  11  0 

108  1 8 

20  4 

9 

4 14  7 

23 

25  1 7 ’ 

90  - 

278  18  C 

28  12 

0 

4 12  11 

95  1 

9 

183  4 11 

218  15  4 

11  13  11 

G 3 1 

23 

90  - 

63  14  - 

217  11  11 

12  19 

8 

7 3 10 

23 

70  10  10 J 

90  - 

34  11  7 

177  3 4 

138  10 

1 

10  12  7 

23 

2 

30  - 10 

92  18 

8 

4 16  9 

25  17 

9 

11  12  10 

23 

2 

95  - 

322  18  9 4 

03  18 

5 

80  16 

3 

210  16  11 

22  - 

U 

7 7 1 

90  - 

131  - 7 

314  15  10 

2G  1 

7 

G 18  8 

23 

17  9 3 i 

93  9 

8 

27  1 

4 

9 4 4 

9G  4 

313  8 1 

4G  2 

7 

90  - 

135  12  9 

23  14 

7 

20  7 8 

95  5 

8 

85  12  8 

194  11  1 

27  18 

C 

9 7 4 

213  8i 

90  - 

10  7 4 

20  18 

5 

4 3 1 

95  17 

4 

141  17  10 

27  17 

r,  1 

8 18  2 

91  1G 

8 

- 

120  10  1 ’ 

16  7 

8 

5 2 4 

25  G 3 

101  - 

10 

14  0 

4 

7 0 3 

35  18  7\ 

95  15 

G 

£.  «.  i 

484  6 3 
478  12  7 
911  1»  3 
430  18  8 
583  - - 
500  12  8 
402  9 10 


731  I 3 
464  2 55 
462  7 105 
477  4 3 
528  16  7 5 
617  2 8 
544  10  - 
481  19  H 
530  15  11 
575  7 3 
413  9 3 
356  7lU 
347  6 9} 

303  13  -} 

304  5 2} 
314  14  Ul 


Edinburgh,  29  March  1845. 


By  Order  of  the  Commissioners  of  the  Northern  Lighthouses. 

(signed)  Alan  Stevenson,  Engineer. 
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Appendix,  No.  18. 


Abstract  of  Expenditure  for  10  Years. 


ABSTRACT  RETURN  of  the  actual  Charge  incurred  at  each  of  the  Lighthouses  for  their  Maintenance ; distinguishing 
under  the  separate  Heads  of  Lightroom  Stores,  General  Stores,  Furniture  and  Utensils,  Clothing,  Miscellaneous 
Charges,  Salaries  and  Wages,  and  Building  Repairs,  for  each  Year  from  1834  to  1843,  both  inclusive,  and  Totals  to 
each  Column. 


NAME 

Furniture  1 

1 

1 

Y ear. 

and 

Clothing. 

lighthouse. 

“ 0 t-s. 

U tensili 

W,g„. 

Rep 

airs. 

£- 

S. 

d. 

£. 

S. 

d. 

£. 

s. 

d. 

£. 

s. 

d. 

£. 

s. 

d. 

£. 

s. 

d. 

£. 

s. 

d. 

£. 

S. 

d. 

kchkeith  - 

1834 

83 

6 

-i 

17 

6 

4S 

8 

9 

6 

15 

4 

9 

30 

19 

10 

84 

34 

0 

1835 

107 

2 

10A 

14 

6 

a* 

2 

13 

- 

47 

1 

3 

90 

5 

8 

15 

8 

8 

1836 

90 

16 

a 

21 

10 

7 

29 

- 

- 

2 

2 

28 

7 

6 

84 

_ 

_ 

67 

11 

6 

823 

7 

10 

— 

246 

— 

15 

2 

1 

1 

8 

3 

20 

3 

2 

21 

1 

6 

42 

- 

_ 

19 

15 

4 

364 

10 

10 

1837 

254 

6 

18 

— 

9 

3 

10 

8 

- 

25 

3 

4 

85 

1 

8 

38 

6 

5 

424 

7 

10J 

1838 

200 

2 

n 

26 

3 

1 

5 

8 

6 

2 

18 

9 

31 

5 

1 

84 

15 

_ 

. 

. 

1839 

238 

7 

5 

15 

9 

1 

3 

17 

4A 

23 

9 

—A- 

79 

6 

7 

90 

_ 

17 
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311  1 4 
304  4 1 

270  9 - 
370  - 9 
407  3 li 
400  11  1 

476  10  0 
525  7 10 J : 
445  10  3 
405  8 8 
278  18  6 : 


“4117  10  6 ^13  15  4j  946  13  1 709  14  lljl  5,616 


! 14  1 26] 

6 11  31 


270  6 10 J 
289  2 4~ 
230  3 10 
375  .13  9 
406  1 5 
351  12  4 
412  13  l 
483  11  7i 
371  10  91 


and 

Utensils. 

Clothing. 

£.  s.  d. 

£•  s.  d. 

13  8 10 

- 

2 1 - 

23  - - 

36  19  3 

2 14  2 

- 

- 18  5 

19  14  4 

5 3 6 

- 

3 10  6i 

- 

11  13  - 

27  12  1 

4 7 6 

1 3 11 

13  6 6 

- 

4 12  11 

23  1 - 

08  15  63 

94  11  4 

17  9 6 

1 6 5 

- 8 - 

22  19  53 

1 18  6 

- 

- 7 - 

9 4 - 

1 17  8 

10  - lli 

5 18  9 

- 

3 2 8J 

- 

3 2 6 

27  12  1 

3 19  4 

1 3 11 

1 16  - 

22  2 8 

6 3 1 

23  1 - 

46  3 4 

117  10  6 

2 17  5 

2 15  6 

22  19  5i 

10  19  7 

- 

3 12  9 

7 4 11 

6 4 6 

18  18  3 

8 15  0 

3 18  6 

4 4 6| 

- 

- 6 - 

28  10  10 

3-4 

1 3 11 

5 4 4 

10  9 6 

7 3 10 

23  4 - 

55  4 3| 

116  9 43 

1 19  6 

- . 

6 10  6 

22  19  53 

24  3 8J 

- 

- 15  11 

- 

19-4 

19  14  5 

9 4 7 

3 2 4J 

- 

8 0 4 

27  12  1 

9 7 6 

1 3 11 

2 16  7 

13  4 9 

10  12  7 

23  2 - 

95  19  11 

107  16  73 

2 5 1 
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1 7 - 

9 17  lli 

24  3 10 
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Lightroom  General  F"^uie 

Stores.  Stores.  Utensils. 


s.  d.  £.  s.  d.  £.  s.  d.  £.  s, 


1836  218  13 

— 202  12 

1837  305  13 


23  1 7 

18  1 8 
■5  15  9 5J 
19  12  7 


1838  272  1 5 19  12  7 

1839  352  17  8£  12  - 9] 

1840  373  16  l|  28  1 2 

1841  343  1 8|  21  8 61 

1842  248  8 1 25  5 9J 

1843  210  16  11  22  - 11 


' 1834  261  7 -i  38  18  3j  116 

1835  316  17  16  16  - 2 12  - 

1836  281  3 2 19  7 4 - 17  6 

— 327  19  - 26  4 2j  21  7 2 

1837  378  5 2|  15  11  - - 8 8 

1838  337  12  3i  19  8 9 3 11  8 

1839  403  12  2~  14  16  111  5 12  - 

1840  478  3 8J  60  13  2*  1 17  2 


Mull  of  Can-  1834  214  1 5 19  16  8i 

tyre.  1835  245  17  8 21  9 9* 

1836  269  14  3 22  6 6£ 

— 214  13  8 16  10  2i 

1837  312  12  8i  20  5 5' 

1838  295  8 21  17  7 

1839  314  14  -£  20  17  9J 

1840  413  16  8i  29  6 11 

1841  335  18  9' 212  13  11 

1842  259  17  - 21  10  6 

1843  336  14  2 27  1 4 

£.  3,213  8 5 432  16  8 


1834  308  2 llj  38  - lj  36 

1835  298  7 8i  24  16  4*  - 15 

1836  291  3 7 | 28  13  5i  17  9 

— 313  86  16  16  111  36  17 

1837  375  19  91  17  3 8~  1 - 

1838  352  6 10  14  18  4 1 16 

1839  420  - 5|  14  8 -J  2 5 

1840  620  17  7 19  11  3*  - 19 

1841  867  19  7 22  1 6i  3 15 

: 1842  329  4 11  22  11  11  2 7 

1843  313  8 1 46  2 7 6 16 


Clothing. 

Miscellaneous. 

Salaries 

£.  S.  d. 

£.  s.  d. 

£.  s.  d. 

46  3 2| 

131  6 S 

80  16  3 - 

46  3 2^ 

131  6 8 

80  16  3 - 

21  8 10J 

35  10  2 

18  10  - 

2 2 - 

21  14  3 i 

84  - - 

- 

87  6 5 

84  - - 

- 

32  4 lOi 

46  10  - 

19  14  5 

77  3 - 

85  - - 

- 

41  15  10j 

84  - - 

. - ■ - 

50  18  1 

.01  17  8 

27  12  1 

67  2 11 

.31  9 8 

24  2 2 

81  11  7 

il4  9 4 

3 18  10.3, 

58  1 6 

95  10  6 

23  2 - 

57  2 6 

90  - - 

122  - 5 

610  11  2J 

935  7 2 

2 2 - 

50  9 11 

84  - - 

20  17  3 

3 11  - 

84  - - 

_ 

48  10  9 

84  - - 

. 

11  1 7 

42  - - 

19  14  5 

54  13  4 

84  - - 

. 
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84  - - 

h - 
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- 
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- 
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31-5 

89  7-  — 
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96  4 - 
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1,003  11  - 

4 
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9 - 

10-9 
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48  14  10 
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1 
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4 9 14  2 
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87  2 10 
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H - 

20  12  11 
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5 10  8 - 

j 31  8 C| 

90  - - 

6 14  11  5 
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90  - - 

0 - - 

28  16  5 

90  - - 

7 11  7 9 

23  1 11 

90  - - 

-j  75  17  9 

269  11  51 

950  14  2 

45  13  1 483  11 ! 

- 444  13  ! 

31  4 4 405  9 i 

24  - 8 552  12  1 

11  19  4i  564  12  ■ 

9 10  4_  47S  4 ! 

8 6 - 558  lo  ’ 

20  6 8 704  13 

4 1 0 - 557  19  : 

54  1 9 3 609  «!■ 


310  9 8J  5,901  19  I 


8 16  - 4oo 

18  3 10  479  3 1 

7 12  9 479  15 

4 10  4 578  - ; 

137  1 2 9 926  U 
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NAME 

Year. 

Lightroom 

General 

Furniture 

Clothing. 

Miscellaneous. 

| Salarie, 

j Building 

; — - 

LIGHTHOUSE. 

Stores. 

Stores. 

j Utensils. 

j Wages 

Kepairs. 

£. 

S. 

d. 

£. 

s. 

d. 

£. 

s. 

d.\ 

£. 

s. 

d. 

£. 

s. 

d . 

£. 

S. 

d. 

£. 

~ — - 

Calf  of  Man 

1834 

146 

13 

5 

16 

12 

3 

2 

- 

6 

1 

1 

- 

40 

14 

8*  i 

93 

5 

- 

17 

0 

- ■ 

(Low). 

1835 

159 

5 

2 

10 

9 

7* 

2 

9 

- 

32 

19 

H 

89 

17 

- 

19 

6 

A 

314  .J 

1836 

148 

14 

3 

20 

3 

6 

28 

5 

— 

16 

17 

10 

96 

2 

— 

72 

1 



177 

5 

9 

17 

16 

3 

1 

9 

11 

2 

6 

1 

12 

8 

6 

44 

10 

- 

197 

18 

i-9  1^  !* 

1837 

229 

17 

6* 

15 

4 

6 

1 

9 

11 

35 

5 

7 

89 

- 

- 

8 

1 

' 

1838 

222 

13 

5 

14 

2 

10* 

1 

12 

7 

22 

12 

10* 

22 

89 

— 

- 

3 

16 

1839 

267 

19 

9 

29 

6 

1 

3 

18 

11* 

3 

19 

5 

32 

19 

3 

105 

1 

9 

3 

4 

j 

446  h 

1840 

382 

14 

-A 

49 

11 

H 

- 

14 

3 

1 

14 

- 

4S 

3 

10 

101 

16 

8 

10 

7 

1841 

207 

11 

3 

24 

6 

6 

5 

12 

2 

28 

19 

- 

26 

16 

3 

95 

- 

- 

39 

7 

1842 

159 

4 

16 

17 

9i 

5 

15 

10 

- 

32 

17 

8 

95 

— 

- 

3 

9 

1843 

120 

10 

1 h 

15 

7 

8 

5 

2 

4 

' 

25 

5 

3 

101 

10 

36 

19 

304  5 ii 

£. 

2,222 

8 

m 

229 

17 

6 

58 

10 

5* 

77 

10 

~h 

j 400  1 

64 

999 

13 

3 

411 

16 

1!  | 

4,399  IS 

Note.— Previous  to  tire  passing  of  6 & 7 Will.  4,  the  accounts  of  the  Board  were  balanced  annually  at  30th  June  but 
then  they  are  balanced  at  31st  December  in  each  year  (commencing  with  1837),  so  that  the  above  Return,  in  each  in4r  ! 
shows  a year  and  half's  intromissions  during  1836. 


By  order  of  the  Commissioners  of  Northern  Lighthouses. 

Edinburgh,  1 April  1845.  (signed)  Alex.  Cuningham,  Joint  Secretary. 


Appendix,  No.  19. 

Comparison  of 
Expense  of  the 
Edinburgh  Esta- 
blishments in  1834 
and  1843. 


RETURN  of  the  Expense  of  the  Establishment  in  Edinburgh  in  1843,  and  Comparison  of  the 
same  in  1834. 


Amount  of  taxes  and  insurance  ------ 

Coal,  candle,  gas,  oil,  and  soap  ------ 

Sundry  miscellaneous  and  incidental  charges,  repairs,  paint- 
ing, &c.  ---------- 

Salaries  to  the  Officers  of  the  Establishment ; viz. 

Engineer  - . - 

Secretary  --------- 

Accountant  ------  --- 

Clerk  of  works  - --  --  --  - 

Superintendent  of  lightkeepers  ------ 

Foreman  of  Lightrovin  repairs  ------ 

Engineer’s  clerk  ------ 

Storekeeper  - --  --  --  - 

Officer  - --------- 

Porter  and  house  servants  ------ 


1834. 

1843. 

£.  s.  d. 

£.  s.  d. 

73  6 10 

74  7 8 

39  3 5 J 

63  13  - 

131  2 1 

167  1 7* 

700  - - 

900  - - 

500  - - 

500  - - 

120  - - 

200  - - 

150  - - 

— 

145  - - 

145  - - 

110  - - 

110  - - 

100  - - 

— 

50  - - 

60  - - 

20  - - 

20  - - 

85  10  - 

85  10  - 

2,224  2 4 J 

2,325  12  3 i 

Note. — The  office  of  clerk  of  works  is  now  abolished,  and  the  engineer’s  clerk  is  paid  by  the 
engineer  himself,  he  having  got  an  addition  of  200 1.  to  his  salary,  and  to  pay  his  own  clerks. 


Appendix.  No.  20. 

Comparison  of  «• 
Expense  of  the 
Leith  Lighthouse 
Store  in  1 834  and 

1843. 


RETURN  of  the  Expense  of  the  Lighthouse  Store  at  Leith,  in  the  Year  1843,  and  Comparison 
with  the  Year  1834. 


1834. 

1843. 

£.  s.  d. 

£,  s.  d. 
22  4 2 

Sundry  miscellaneous  and  incidental  charges,  including  ropes 
and  nails  for  packing  stores  - - - . . . i 

9 - ii 

25  14  6 

Repairs  and  painting  -------  _ j 

16  13  11 

34  16  7 

£. 

48  19  7 * 

91  15  7* 

By  Order  of  the  Commissioners  of  the  Northern  Lighthouses, 

Edinburgh,  29  March  1845.  Alan  Stevenson,  Engineer. 
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Appendix,  No.  21. 


RETURN  showing  an  Account  of  the  Shipping  Department  for  Attendance  on  the  Lights,  and 
' Comparison  of  1843  with  the  Charge  for  the  same  in  the  Year  1834. 


1834. 

1843. 

“ Regent”  Tender  : 

£.  s.  el. 

£.  s.  d. 

Wages  of  officers  and  seamen 

531  - 3 ! 

Provisions  and  stores  - 

Carpenters’  work,  repairs,  including  sails,  ropes,  ship-chand- 

Clothing  for  officers,  &e.  - - - - . _ 

62  7 1 J 

Pilotage,  shore  dues,  harbour,  dock,  custom-house,  and  canal 

Boat  freights,  landing  stores,  and  cartage  of  stores 

80  18  2 

63  1 9 

Miscellaneous  disbursements,  including  stationery,  stamps, 

travelling  charges,  See. 

63  18  1 

48  18  6 

Maintenance  of  artificers  on  the  voyage  when  employed  making 

repairs  ------- 

23  14  4 

— 

£. 

1,522  4 3 

1,601  6 1 

Bell  Rock”  Tender. 


Appendix,  No.  21. 

Comparison  of 
Expense  of  the 
Shipping  Depart- 
ment in  3834  and 
1843. 


Pharos  Tender. 

Prince  of  Wales’ 
Tender. 

1834. 

1843. 

Wages  of  officers  and  seamen  - 

Provisions  and  stores  -------- 

Carpenter  work,  repairs,  including  sails,  ropes,  ship-chand- 
lery, &c.  

Clothing  for  officers,  &c.  - - - - - - - 

Pilotage,  shore  dues,  harbour,  dock,  custom-house,  and  canal 
dues  - 

Boat  freights,  landing  stores,  and  attendance  at  the  Bell  Rock 
when  the  Tender  is  off  the  station  - - , - - 

Miscellaneous  disbursements,  including  stationery,  stamps,  and 
travelling  charges  - - - 

£. 

£.  s.  d. 
249  3 4 
163  7 4> 

41  5 6 J 
33  7 9 1 

58  14  10J 

65  17  11 

44  15  10 

£.  s.  d. 
304  5 - 
118  7 4$ 

125  IQ  10  $ 
36  13  5J 

101  11  8 

101  18  8 

28  16  2 

656  12  6J 

817  3 2£ 

STATEMENT  of  the  Expense  of  the  Regent  Lighthouse  Tender,  for  the  Years  1834-1843, 
inclusive. 


1834 

Wages  of  the  officers  and  seamen,  in  all  i5  persons,  from  1st  January 

£.  s.  d. 

to  31  December  1834  - - - - - * 

Provisions  for  ditto,  and  artificers  - • - 

Sundry  repairs  on  the  vessel,  including  sails,  ropes,  ship  chandlery, 
also  a suit  of  uniform  clothes  for  officers,  &c. 

Sailing  expenses,  including  harbour  and  custom-house  dues,  pilotage, 
boat  assistance,  &c.  & c.  - ------ 

The  provisions  cost  about  Is.  4 J d.  per  man  per  day.  ^ 

246  14  5 

1,522  4 3 

1835 

Wages  of  the  officers  and  seamen,  in  all  15  persons,  from  1st  January 
to  31st  December  1835  - - - - - 

Provisions  for  ditto,  and  artificers  ------ 

319  11  3 

Sundry  repairs  on  the  vessel,  including  sails,  ropes,  ship  chandlery, 
also  a suit  of  uniform  clothes  for  officers,  &c.  - 

305  — 6J 

Sailing  expenses,  including  harbour  and  custom-house  dues,  pilotage, 
boat  assistance,  &c.  - --  --  --  -- 

220  15  10  i 

The  provisions  cost  about  Is.  3d.  per  man  per  day.  £ 

1,382  1 0 £ 

( continued > 
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1836 

Wages  of  the  officers  and  seamen,  in  all  15  persons,  from  1st  January 

£■  s.  d. 

to  31st  December  1836  - 

581  11  6 

Provisions  for  ditto,  and  artificers  ------ 

362  14  l 

Sundry  repairs  on  the  vessel,  including  sails,  ropes,  ship-chandlery, 
also  a suit  of  uniform  clothes  for  officers,  &c.  - - - - 

872  14  4 

Sailing  expenses,  including  harbour  and  custom-house  dues,  pilotage, 
boat  assistance,  &c.  - --  --  --  -- 

241  6 0J 

The  provisions  cost  about  Is.  4 d.  per  man  per  daj . £ 

2,058  6 8 £ 

1837 

Wages  of  the  officers  and  seamen,  in  all  15  persons,  from  1st  January 
t<T 3 1st  December  1837  - --  --  --  - 

535  7 6 

Provisions  for  ditto,  and  artificers  ------ 

363  1 5.} 

Sundry  repairs  on  the  vessel,  including  sails,  ropes,  ship-chandlery, 
also’ a suit  of  uniform  clothes  for  officers,  &c.  - - - 

917  8 

Sailing  expenses,  including  harbour  and  custom-house  dues,  pilotage, 
boat  assistance,  &c.  - --  --  --  -- 

180  4 - 

The  provisions  cost  abont  1 s.  5 %d.  per  man  per  day.  £ 

1,996  1 3 3 

1838 

Wages  of  the  officers  and  seamen,  in  all  15  persons,  from  1st  January 
to  31st  December  1838  - --  --  --  - 

558  7 4 

379  17  3 | 

Sundry  repairs  on  the  vessel,  including  sails,  ropes,  ship-chandlery, 
also  a suit  of  uniform  clothes  for  officers,  &c.  - 

554  10  4 | 

Sailing  expenses,  including  harbour  and  custom-house  dues,  pilotage, 
boat  assistance,  &c.  - --  --  --  -- 

193  16  11 J 

The  provisions  cost  about  Is.  5 %d.  per  man  per  day.  £ 

1,686  11  11 1 

1839 

Wages  of  the  officers  and  seamen,  in  all  15  persons,  from  1st  January 
to  31st  December  1839  - --  --  --  - 

558  2 1 

Provisions  for  ditto,  and  artificers  ------ 

5 IS  5 11 J 

Sundry  repairs  on  the  vessel,  including  sails,  ropes,  ship-chandlery, 
also  a suit  of  uniform  clothes  for  officers,  &c.  - 

505  15  11J 

Sailing  expenses,  including  harbour  and  custom-house  dues,  pilotage, 
boat  assistance,  &c.  - --  --  --  -- 

228  18  2 

The  provisions  cost  about  Is.  61  d.  per  man  per  day.  £ 

1,811  2 IJ 

1840 

Wages  of  the  officers  aud  seamen,  in  all  15  persons,  from  1st  January 
to  31st  December  1840  - --  --  --  - 

522  12  7 

Provisions  for  ditto,  and  artificers  ------ 

418  7 -J 

Sundry  repairs  on  the  vessel,  including  sails,  ropes,  ship-chandlery, 
also  a suit  of  uniform  clothes  for  officers,  &c.  - 

352  6 2$ 

Sailing  expenses,  including  harbour  and  custom-house  dues,  pilotage, 
boat  assistance,  &c.  --------- 

217  18  6 $ 

The  provisions  cost  about  Is.  6 id.  per  man  per  day.  £ 

1,611  4 4£ 

1841 

Wages  of  officers  and  seamen,  in  all  15  persons,  from  1st  January 
to  31st  December  1841  

512  6 2 

Provisions  for  ditto,  and  artificers  ------ 

402  16  11 

Sundry  repairs  on  the  vessel,  including  saiLs,  ropes,  ship-chandlery, 
also  a suit  of  uniform  clothes  for  officers,  &c.  - 

409  3 7 

Sailing  expenses,  including  harbour  and  custom-house  dues,  pilotage, 
boat  assistance,  &c.  --------- 

192  7 6 i 

The  provisions  cost  about  Is.  6 \d.  per  man  per  day.  £ 

1,510  14  2j 

1842 

Wages  of  tne  officers  and  seamen,  in  all  15  persons,  from  1st  January 
to  31st  December  1842  

500  10  11 

Provisions  for  ditto,  and  artificers  ------ 

395  5 6 

Sundry  repairs  on  the  vessel,  including  sails,  ropes,  ship-cliandlery, 
also  a suit  of  uniform  clothes  for  officers,  &c.  - 

Sailing  expenses,  including  harbour  and  custom-house  dues,  pilotage, 
boat  assistance,  &c.  &c.  - --  --  -- 

The  provisions  cost  about  1 s.  6fd  per  man  per  day.  £ 

330  1 2J 
216  8 3 
1,442  5 10 1 
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1843 

■ 

Wages  of  the  officers  and  seamen,  in  all  16  persons,  from  1st  January 
to  31st  December  1843  - --  --  --  - 

£.  s.  d. 

Provisions  for  ditto,  and  artificers  ------ 

Sundry  repairs  on  the  vessel,  including  sails,  ropes,  ship-chandlery, 
also  a suit  of  uniform,  clothes  for  officers,  &c.,  - 

442  2 1 

Sailing  expenses,  including  harbour  and  custom-house  dues,  pilotage, 
boat  assistance,  See.  &c.  - --  --  --  - 

162  14  10 

The  provisions  cost  about  Is.  5 \ d.  per  man  per  day.  ^ 

1,601  6 1 

Appendix,  No.  21. 

Comparison  of 
Expense  of  the 
Shipping  Depart- 
ment in  1 834.  and 
1843. 


STATEMENT  of  the  Expense  of  the  Pharos  Tender,  for  the  Year  1834-1841,  inclusive. 


1884 

Wages  of  the  officers  and  seamen,  in  all  five  persons,  from  1st  January 
to  31st  December  1834  - 

£.  s.  d. 

249  3 4 

Provisions  for  ditto,  and  artificers  ------ 

163  7 4J 

Sundry  repairs  on  the  vessel,  including  sails,  ropes,  ship-chandlery, 
also  a suit  of  uniform  clothes  for  officers,  &c.  - 

74  13  2£ 

Sailing  expenses,  including  harbour  and  custom-house  dues,  pilotage, 
boat  assistance,  &c.  &c.  - --  --  --  - 

169  8 7 i 

The  provisions  cost  about  Is.  6 \d.  per  man  per  day.  £ 

666  12  6 £ 

1835 

Wages  of  the  officers  and  seamen,  in  all  five  persons,  from  1st  January 
to  31st  December  1835  - --  --  --  - 

266  - - 

Provisions  for  ditto,  and  artificers  ------ 

136  17  -J 

Sundry  repairs  on  the  vessel,  including  sails,  ropes,  ship-cliandlery, 
also  a suit  of  uniform  clothes  for  officers,  &c.  - 

292  13  4 

Sailing  expenses,  including  harbour  and  custom-house  dues,  pilotage. 

184  8 11 

The  provisions  cost  about  Is.  3%d.  per  man  per  day.  £_ 

879  19  3 J 

1836 

Wages  of  the  officers  and  seamen,  in  all  five  persons,  from  1st  J anuary 
to  31st  December  1836  - --  --  --  - 

255  11  4 

134  0 7 § 

Sundry  repairs  on  the  vessel,  including  sails,  ropes,  ship-chandlery, 
also  a suit  of  uniform  clothes  for  officers,  &c.  - 

301  13  3 £ 

Sailing  expenses,  including  harbour  and  custom-house  dues,  pilotage, 
boat  assistance,  &c.  &c.  - --  --  --  - 

204  15  1 J 

The  provisions  cost  about  Is.  3 JtZ.  per  man  per  day.  £ 

'I 

896  6 4 2 

1837 

Wages  of  the  officers  and  seamen,  in  all  five  persons,  from  1st  January  1 
to  31st  December  1837  - --  --  --  - 

251  6 8 

Provisions  for  ditto,  and  artificers  ------ 

122  12  8 \ 

Sundry  repairs  on  the  vessel,  including  sails,  ropes,  ship-chandlery, 
also  a suit  of  uniform  clothes  for  officers,  &c.  - 

138  10  li 

Sailing  expenses,  including  harbour  and  custom-house  dues,  pilotage, 
boat  assistance,  &c.  &c.  - --  --  --  - 

203  1 3 £ 

The  provisions  cost  about  1 5.  5 J d.  per  man  per  day.  £ 

715  TO  9 

1838  j 

Wages  of  the  officers  and  seamen,  in  all  five  persons,  from  1st  January 
to  31st  December  1838  - - - 

281  - - 

Provisions  for  ditto,  and  artificers  ------- 

187  12  1 

Sundry  repairs  on  the  vessel,  including  sails,  ropes,  ship-chandlery, 
also  a suit  of  uniform  clothes  for  officers,  &c. 

390  11  -i 

Sailing  expenses,  including  harbour  and  custom-house  dues,  pilotage, 

131  3 - 

1 

The  provisions  cost  about  Is.  5 $d.  per  man  per  day.  £, 

990  6 1 J 

3 z 4 ( continued ) 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


553 


APPENDIX  TO  REPORT  FROM  THE 


Appendix,  No.  si. 

Comparison  of 
Expense  of  the 
Shipping  Depart- 
ment in  1834  and 
1843. 


1830 


1840 


Waies  of  the  officers  and  seamen,  in  all  five  persons,  from  1st  J anuary 

to  31st  December  1839  

Provisions  for  ditto,  and  artificers  - - 

Sundry  repairs  on  the  vessel,  including  sails,  ropes,  sliip-cliandlery, 
also  a suit  of  uniform  clothes  for  officers,  &c.  - - 

Sailing  expenses,  including  harbour  and  custom-house  dues,  pilotage, 
boat  assistance,  &c.  - --  --  --  -- 

The  provisions  cost  about  Is.  6 1 d.  per  man  per  day.  £ 


Wages  of  the  officers  and  seamen,  in  all  five  persons,  from  1st  January 
to  31st  December  1840  -------- 

Provisions  for  ditto,  and  artificers  - - - 

Sundry  repairs  on  the  vessel,  including  sails,  ropes,  ship-cliandlery, 
also  a suit  of  uniform  clothes  for  officers,  &c.  - - 

Sailing  expenses,  including  harbour  and  custom-house  dues,  pilotage, 
boat  assistance,  &c.  --------- 

The  provisions  cost  about  1 s.  7 d.  per  man  per  day.  £. 


£.  s. 
288  19 
130  8 

112  5 

173  10 

711  4 


294  9 
151  4 

162  12 

220  13 

828  18 


1841 


Wages  of  the  officers  and  seamen,  in  all  five  persons,  from  1st  January 
to  31st  December  1841  -------- 

Provisions  for  ditto,  and  artificers  - - 

Sundry  repairs  on  the  vessel,  including  sails,  ropes,  ship-chandlery, 
also  a suit  of  uniform  clothes  for  officers,  &c.  - 

Sailing  expenses,  including  harbour  and  custom-house  dues,  pilotage, 
boat  assistance,  &c.  - --  --  --  -- 

The  provisions  cost  about  Is.  7 id.  per  man  per  day.  £ 


285  8 
147  7 

77  1 

193  17 

703  14 


cl 


Oh 

«5 


2 


°4 


9 

~h 

7 


STATEMENT  of  the  Expense  of  the  Prince  of  Wales,  Bell  Roclc  Tender,  for  the  Years 
1842  and  1843. 


1842 


1843 


Wages  of  the  officers  and  seamen,  in  all  eight  persons,  from  1st 

£.  s.  cl. 

January  to  31st  December  1842  ------- 

242  811 

Provisions  for  ditto,  and  artificers  ------- 

177  12  5 

Sundry  repairs  on  the  vessel,  including  sails,  ropes,  sliip-cliandlery, 

also  a suit  of  uniform  clothes  for  officers,  &c. 

CG  G 11 

Sailing  expenses,  including  harbour  and  custom-house  dues,  pilotage. 

boat  assistance,  fee. 

364  4 2 

The  provisions  cost  about  Is.  5 d.  per  man  per  day.  £ 

850  12  5 

Wages  of  the  officers  and  seamen,  in  all  eight  persons,  from  1st 

January  to  31st  December  1843  - ------ 

304  5 - 

Provisions  for  ditto,  and  artificers  ------- 

118  7 ih 

Sundry  repairs  on  the  vessel,  including  sails,  ropes,  ship-chandlery. 

also  a suit  of  uniform  clothes  for  officers,  &c.  - 

Sailing  expenses,  including  harbour  and  custom-house  dues,  pilotage, 
boat  assistance,  &c.  - --  --  --  -- 

268  6 3 

The  provisions  cost  about  1 s.  2 $ d.  per  man  per  day.  £. 

817  3 2$ 

STATEMENT  of  the  Expense  of  the  Francis  Skerryvore  Tender,  for  the  Year  1843. 


1843 

Wages  of  officers  and  seamen,  in  all  eight  persons,  from  1st  January 

£.  s.  d. 

to  3lst  December  1843  -------- 

300  18  5 

Provisions  for  ditto,  and  artificers  ------- 

Sundry  repairs  on  the  vessel,  including  sails,  ropes,  ship-chandlery, 

234  - 9 i 

also  a suit  of  uniform  clothes  for  officers,  &c.  - 

Sailing  expenses,  including  harbour  and  custom-house  dues,  pilotage, 

1 boat  assistance,  &c.  - --  --  --  -- 

The  provisions  cost  about  1 s.  7 £ d.  per  man  per  day.  £ 

787  - - 

By  order  of  the  Commissioners  of  Northern  Lighthouses, 

Edinburgh,  29  March  1845.  (signed)  Alan  Stevenson,  Engineer. 
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RETURN  showing  List  of  Persons  who  have  applied  for  or  pointed  out  different  Stations 
for  the  Erection  of  Lighthouses  since  1834,  distinguishing  which  of  them  have  been 
Surveyed,  and  on  which  (if  any)  Lighthouses  have  been  Erected. 


DATES 

OF  MINUTES. 


APPLICATIONS. 


1.  Lighthouse  at  Little  Ross  or  Abbeyiiead. 


8 Jan.  1834 

11  — - 
14  Feb.  1835 


Application  from  Mr.  James  Gordon,  Balcarry,  for  lighthouse  on  either  of  these 
places. 

Directed  to  be  laid  before  general  meeting. 

Meeting  having  considered  same  and  former  minutes  of  the  Board,  renew  the 
remit  to  their  engineer. 

Engineer  reported  that  it  was  not  of  much  general  importance,  and  preferred 
Abbeyhead. 


14  Jan.  1837 

13  Jan.  1838 

24  — - 

22  Mar.  - 

21  May  1839 


10  June  - 


9 Jan.  1840 

11  — - 
3 Feb.  - 
28  Oct.  - 


Note. — Copies  of  the  above  applications,  with  many  previous,  and  report  by- 
engineer,  have  been  already  presented  to  Parliament.  See  pages  2 to  10, 
Paper  No.  232,  Sess.  1836,  ordered  to  be  printed,  5 May  1836. 

Engineer  again  reports. 

Remitted  to  Bell  Rock  committee. 

Copy  report  to  be  sent  to  Member  for  county. 

Petition  from  magistrates  and  council  of  Kirkcudbright. 

Remitted  to  Bell  Rock  committee  to  answer. 

Committee  delayed  consideration  of  matter. 

Letter  from  Provost  of  Kirkcudbright  for  an  answer  to  the  petition. 

To  answer  that  it  is  delayed. 

Letter  from  Trinity  House,  10  April  1839,  with  represention  as  to  light,  and 
report  from  Capt.  Robertson,  n.  n.  ; letter  from  Lord  Advocate,  Mr.  Murray,  m.p., 
and  other  communications. 

Engineer  to  correspond  with  Captain  Robertson. 

Petition  from  Commissioners  of  Supply  and  landholders  of  Kirkcudbright ; letter 
from  Lord  Advocate,  enclosing  petition  from  shipowners,  shipmasters,  and 
others  interested  in  the  navigation  of  die  Solway  Frith,  with  398  signatures. 
Answer  delayed,  in  consequence  of  no  answer  from  Captain  Robertson. 
Report  by  deputation  of  Commissioners. 

Committee  approve  of  report,  and  recommend  to  general  meeting  to  build. 
General  meeting  approve,  so  soon  as  work  can  be  undertaken. 

Letter  from  Trinity  House,  concurring  in  erection  of  lighthouse. 

Report  by  engineer ; survey  completed. 

Lighthouse  built;  lighted  1 January  1843. 


Appendix,  No.  2S 

Applications  for 
New  Lighthouses 
since  1834. 


19  June  1834 


14  Feb.  1835 


2.  Mackaiimack  Island  (Sound  of  Islay). 

Application  for  light  on  ditto,  signed  by  47  shipmasters  and  owners  of  vessels. 

Meeting,  though  they  cannot  at  present  hold  out  any  prospect  of  comply- 
ing with  the  prayer  of  this  memorial,  yet  they  remit  it  to  their  engineer  for 
his  report,  and  to  be  kept  in  view  as  one  of  the  stations  on  which  a light- 
house has  been  applied  for. 

Engineer  reported  that  some  such  light  would  be  useful. 

Note. — This  Report  will  be  found  in  the  printed  Parliamentary  Return 
already'  alluded  to,  under  the  head  of  “ Sound  of  Islay,”  page  10. 


' July  1834 


8 — _ 

14  Feb.  1835 


2 Dec.  1835 


29  Dec.  1836 

O.36. 


3.  Covesea  Scares  or  Skerries,  in  the  Moray  Frith. 

Memorial  from  the  towns  of  Banff,  Macduff,  Gardenston,  Portsoy,  Cullen, 
Buckie,  and  Port  Gordon.  This  memorial  subscribed  by  62  individuals. 

Memorial  from  Elgin,  Lossiemouth,  Burghead,  Findhorn,  Forres,  and  Nairn. 
This  memorial  subscribed  by  181  individuals. 

Letter  from  Mr.  Gatherer,  of  Lossiemouth,  to  Mr.  Jack,  of  Elgin,  with  list  of 
vessels  lost  on  the  Covesea  Scares  and  Spey  Bay,  since  the  erection  of  Tarbet- 
ness  Light. 

Memorial'  by  the  magistrates  and  council  of  Inverness.  This  memorial  signed  by 
16  individuals. 

The  meeting  directed  the  said  applications  to  be  laid  before  the  general 
meeting,  with  a recommendation,  that  although  it  may  not  be  possible  to 
undertake  the  erection  of  a second  light  in  the  Moray  Frith  at  this  time,  yet 
that  the  whole  should  be  remitted  to  the  engineer  to  report. 

Approved  at  general  meeting. 

Engineer  reported. 

Note. — This  Report  will  be  found  in  the  printed  Parliamentary  Return 
already  referred  to,  page  12. 

Letter  from  Mr.  Young,  Elgin,  enclosing  letter  from , Garmouth,  signed  by  21 
individuals. 

Clerk  to  intimate  that  there  is  no  intention  of  erecting  a lighthouse  at  present. 

Letter  from  Mr.  Duff,  Elgin,  23d  December  1836. 

Remitted  to  engineer. 

( continued) 
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DATES 

OF  MINUTES. 


4 Jan.  1837 


25  — - 

1 Feb.  - 

20  — - 


6 Mar.  - 

13  Jan.  1838  j 
30  Mar.  - 

12  April  - 

4 July  - 

Ang  - 

7 Nov.  - i 

Jan.  1839 

10  June  - 

5 July  - 
9 — 

13  Dec.  - 

9 Jan.  1841 

28  April  - 
10  May  - 

20  — - 
28  June  - 


23  Dec.  - 

8 Jan.  1842 

19  — - 

28  — - 


A P P LI 


Memorial  from  magistrates  and  town  council  of  Inverness. 

The  above  and  the  whole  memorials  previously  received  specially  remitted 
to  Bell  Rock  committee,  and  engineer  to  report  on  applications  received. 

Printed  statement  addressed  to  Commissioners,  to  Members  of  Parliament,  &c. 

Memorial  from  the  noblemen,  gentlemen,  shipowners,  shipmasters,  and  others, 
seafaring  men,  interested  in  the  commerce  of  the  Moray  Frith  ; 1 13  signatures. 

Memorial  from  the  provost,  magistrates,  and  town  council  of  Elgin. 

Memorial  from  the  shipmasters,  shipowners,  and  other  inhabitants  of  Banff;  74 
signatures.  . * 

Ditto  from  the  merchants,  shipowners,  and  others  residing  m Fraserburgh ; 88 
signatures. 

Remitted  to  committee  appointed. 

Letter  from  provost  of  Aberdeen,  enclosing  letter  from  Mr.  John  Gibb. 

Petition  from  the  shipowners,  shipmasters,  merchants,  fisheurers,  and  other  inha- 
bitants of  Macduff;  79  signatures. 

Remitted  to  engineer  with  others. 

Engineer  reported  on  applications,  and  whole  matter  remitted  to  a sub- 
committee. 

Sub-committee  met  to  consider  report. 

Memorial  from  the  provost,  bailies,  dean  of  guild,  council,  merchants,  shipowners, 
and  others,  traders  of  Forres,  and  the  shipowners,  farmers,  and  others  of  the 
neighbouring  district,  including  the  seaport  of  Findhorn;  221  signatures. 

Engineer  reported  to  general  meeting;  directed  to  lay  it  before  sub-committee. 

Statement  by  provost  of  Inverness,  and  report  by  A.  Bremner. 

Committee  reported  that  farther  information  is  wanted,  and  engineer  directed  to 
visit  coast  and  report ; and  secretary  to  inform  parties  that  matter  is  delayed. 

Letter  from  town  clerk  of  Elgin  read. 

Convener  intimated  that  committee  would  not  report  till  they  had  inspected 
ground. 

Committee  visit  station. 

Memorial  of  provost,  magistrates  and  council  of  Royal  Burgli  of  Tain. 

Letter  from  town  clerk,  Elgin,  with  memorandum  of  conversation  with  Commis- 
sioners at  their  visit. 

Remitted  to  sub-committee. 

Printed  circulars  and  various  answers  transmitted  from  Elgin,  Findhorn,  Inver- 
ness, Peterhead,  Lossiemouth,  Garmouth,  and  Cromarty,  remitted  to  com-' 
mittee. 

Convener  reported  visit,  but  still  not  ready  to  report. 

Report  by  sub-committee  presented ; referred  to  general  meeting. 

Commissioners  call  for  reports  from  engineers  on  sundry  points. 

General  meeting  approved. 

Letter  from  Mr.  Duff,  Elgin,  10th  October  1839,  enclosing  affidavit  from  mate  of 
schooner  Byron,  wrecked. 

Remitted  to  .engineer  to  consider  with  previous  orders. 

Memorial  from  Stotfield  and  Lossiemouth  Harbour  Company,  with  various  docu- 
ments from  shipmasters. 

Remitted  to  engineer  to  be  kept  in  view  with  other  applications. 

Note.— Considerable  delay  arose  at  this  time  from  discussion  as  to  the 

site  of  the  lighthouse. 

Engineer  reports;  discussion  arises  as  to  proper  site;  provost  of  Inverness  to 
obtain  information. 

Resolve  that  Elder  Brethren  be  requested  to  visit  the  various  stations. 

Memorial  from  the  town  council  of  Aberdeen. 

Ditto  - from  the  commissioners  of  supply  for  the  county  of  Nairn. 

Ditto  - from  the  harbour  trustees  of  Aberdeen. 

Ditto  - from  the  magistrates  and  town  council  of  Nairn. 

Letter  from  provost  of  Inverness,  enclosing  petition  from  the  magistrates  and 
council  of  Elgin. 

Letter  from  town  council  of  Wick. 

Letter  from  town  council  of  Inverness. 

Letters  from  the  commissioners  of  supply,  heritors,  and  justices  of  the  peace  for 
the  county  of  Inverness. 

Letter  from  the  landed  proprietors,  merchants,  shipowners,  inspectors,  and  otners, 
in  the  county  of  Nairn. 

Letter  from  Mr.  Duff,  Elgin. 

Commissioners  direct  the  whole  to  he  placed  in  the  hands  of  engineer,  to  be 
laid  with  the  others  before  deputation  of  Elder  Brethren. 

Letter  from  Trinity  House  recommending  a lighthouse  on  Craighead,  and  a 
beacon  on  Scares. 

General  meeting  resolve  to  build  a lighthouse  on  Craighead  and  beacon  on  rock. 

Clerk  to  intimate  resolution  to  parties  interested. 

Letter  to  Trinity  House  intimating  resolution. 

Answer  from  Trinity  House,  approving  of  erection  of  light,  26th  January  1842. 

Lighthouse  in  course  of  erection. 
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4.  Skerryvore. 

Note. — This  lighthouse  is  pointed  out  for  erection  in  the  preamble  to 
54  Geo.  3,  c.  136.  r 


8 July  1834 

14  Feb.  1835 

12  Mar.  - 

30  — - 

14  July  - 


Remit  was  renewed  to  the  engineer  to  proceed  with  the  survey  and  estimate  of  the 
expense  of  Skerry  vore  Lighthouse. 

Engineer  reported,  and  Commissioners  resolve  that  Skerry  vore  shall  be  the  next 
lighthouse.  To  be  intimated  to  trade. 

Answers  from  Admiralty,  Trinity  House,  Lloyd’s,  Greenock,  Belfast,  &c.,  all 
approving  of  lighthouse. 

Further  answer's. 

Commissioners  resolve  to  build. 

Note. — Copies  of  the  above  communications  to  the  trade.  Minutes  and 
resolution  have  been  already  submitted  to  Parliament,  and  are  embraced  in 
the  return,  and  ordered  to  be  printed,  5th  May  1836.  Par.  Paper,  No.  232. 

Built ; lighted  1st  February  1844. 


Appendix,  No.  22. 

Applications  for 
New  Lighthouses 
since  1834. 


19  Nov.  1834 
9 June  1841 

28  Oct.  1835 
2 Dec.  - 


5.  Ayr  Harbour. 

Application  from  the  trustees  to  the  Commissioners  to  erect  and  maintain  the 
light.  Refused. 

Renewed  application  for  assistance ; refused  : but  engineer  to  give  his  advice. 

6.  St.  Andrew’s  Harbour. 

Application  from  inhabitants  of  St.  Andrew’s;  30  signatures. 

To  inquire  how,  if  erected,  it  is  to  be  maintained. 

Answer.  Agree  to  give  them  two  old  reflectors. 


2 Dec.  1835 


14  Jan.  1837 

25  ~ - 

13  Jan.  1844 
18  Dec.  - 


7.  Zetland  Islands. 

»See  printed  Parliamentary  Return  before  referred  to,  p.  11. 

Memorial  from  the  landowners,  commissioners  of  supply,  justices  of  peace,  mer- 
chants, traders,  and  other  inhabitants,  for  a light  on  these  islands ; 40  signatures. 

Remitted  to  engineer  to  report,  and  clerk  to  intimate  until  Skerryvore  was 
nearly  completed  it  could  not  be  undertaken. 

Engineer  reported. 

Remitted  to  Bell  Rock  committee. 

Copy  report  to  be  communicated  through  the  sheriff  of  the  county  to  the  memo- 
rialists. 

Engineer  reports  farther. 

Statement  by  sheriff  of  Orkney  when  he  produced  memorial  from  commissioners 
of  supply,  justices  of  the  peace,  and  landed  proprietors  of  Zetland. 

Remitted  to  engineer  for  his  report. 


12  July  1836 


9 Nov.  - 


14  Jan.  1837 
25  — _ 


8.  Island  Devaar. 

Application  from  the  provost,  magistrates,  and  town-council  of  Campbelton  for  a 
light  on  Island  Devaar. 

Remitted  to  engineer. 

Memorial  from  the  chairman  and  directors  of  the  association  of  underwriters  and 
brokers  in  Glasgow. 

Remitted  to  engineer ; and  Commissioners  having  visited  island  were  satis- 
fied of  importance  of  light. 

Memorial  from  tire  Chamber  of  Commerce  and  Manufactures  of  Greenock. 
Memorial  from  the  magistrates  and  town-council  of  Ayr. 

Letter  from  provost  of  Campbelton  annexing  minute  of  town -council. 

Remitted  to  engineer. 

Engineer  reports . 

Remitted  to  Bell  Rock  committee. 

Engineer  to  furnish  estimate  of  probable  cost. 


9.  Inch  Garvie  Island  or  Beamer  Rock,  Firth  of  Forth. 

Communication  from  Capt.  Boswall,  r.  k.,  dated  2Gth  September  1836,  trans- 
mitting memorandum  by  James  Scott,  master,  royal  navy,  superintendent  of 
the  passage  North  Queensferry. 

Letter  from  the  said  James  Scott  to  the  Right  Honourable  William  Adam,  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Kinross-shire,  dated  2d  January  1833. 

Extract  from  letter  from  said  James  Scott  to  the  Secretary,  dated  23d  January 
1833. 

Information  from  pilots  furnished  by  Captain  Boswall. 

Proposal  not  entertained,  but  a beacon  of  masonry  lias  since  been  erected 
on  Beamer  Rock. 


25  Jan.  1837 


10.  North  Side  of  Locu  Indaal,  Islay. 
From  agent  for  Lloyd’s  in  Jura. 

Refuse ; but  remit  to  engineer  to  examine  place. 


( continued ) 
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11 


PPLICATIOSS. 


Ardnamurchan. 


28  Junel837 
10  July  - 
28  Nov.  1842 

16  Jan.  1843 
9 July  1844 


See  printed  Parliamentary  Return  before  referred  to,  p.  10. 
Application  from  one  of  the  Lords  of  the  Treasury. 

Letter  from  Sir  John  Hill,  R.  n.,  recommending  to  be  acknowledged. 

Sheriff  of  Argyle  called  attention  to  this  station  and  various  reports  by  engineer, 
and  moved  trade  to  be  consulted ; delayed. 

Engineer  reported.  , . 

Sheriff  of  Orkney  gave  notice  of  intention  to  move  that  this  light  should  now  be 
proceeded  with. 

Resolve,  that  Ardnamurchan  be  the  next  station ; trade  to  be  consulted. 


24  July  1840 


28  Oct.  - 

9 Jan.  1841 
18  — 

13  Oct.  - 


3 Nov.  - 

8 Jan.  1842 
19  July  1843 


12.  Leading  Light,  Isle  of  May,  to  avoid  the  Carr  Rock. 

Report  of  deputation  of  Commissioners’ visit  with  deputation  of  Trinity  House, 
Dundee. 

Letter  from  the  secretary  of  the  Dundee  deputation,  dated  23d  July  1840. 

Meeting  resolve  that  the  light  is  expedient,  and  engineer  to  prepare  plans 
and  estimate. 

Letter  from  Trinity  House  approving  of  Leading  Light. 

"Engineer  to  prepare  plans. 

Engineer  reported  that  he  was  experimenting  for  proper  site. 

Engineer  to  complete  his  experiments. 

Memorial  from  the  Trinity  House,  Dundee,  pressing  the  erection. 

Remitted  to  engineer  to  report  and  prepare  plans. 

Note  by  engineer,  with  estimate  of  expense  Commissioners  authorize  execution 
of  work ; estimates  to  he  taken  in. 

Engineer  reported. 

Trinity  House,  Dundee,  visit  and  approve. 

Lighthouse  built;  lighted  16th  April  1844. 


13.  Chicken’s  Rock,  Isle  of  Man. 

6 Jan.  1842  Letter  from  Chamber  of  Commerce,  Belfast,  as  to  removal  of  Calf  of  Man  Upper 
Light  to  Chicken’s  Rock,  and  report  enclosed. 

Remitted  to  engineer. 

19  — - Engineer  reported.  .. 

Commissioners  having  considered  same,  refused  application. 


19  Jan.  1842 

28  — - 

28  Feb.  1S44 
26  Mar.  - 


14.  Sanna  Island,  Mull  of  Can  tyre. 

See  printed  Parliamentary  Return  before  referred  to,  p.  10. 

Letter  from  Ballast-office,  Dublin,  renewing  proposition  as  to  light  on  Sanna,  and 
removal  of  Mull  of  Kintyre,  if  Ballast  Board  would  build  on  Rathlin. 
Remitted  to  engineer. 

Engineer  reported.  „ , _ . . , 

Report  to  be  communicated  to  Ballast  Board;  Commissioners  cannot 
agree  to  this. 

Application  from  Trinity  House  regarding  this  light;  whole  communications 
directed  to  be  sent  to  them. 

Trinity  House  acknowledge  receipt. 


19  Jan.  1842 
28  — - 


15.  Mull  Head  of  Deerness. 

Petition  from  the  merchants,  shipowners,  seamen,  and  other  inhabitants  of  Orkney 
for  a light. 

Remitted  to  engineer. 

Report  by  engineer. 

Commissioners  refuse  application. 


Feb.  1842 


27  April  - 


16.  Creek  of  Lathernwheel,  Caithness. 

Petition  from  the  Honourable  Robert  Dunbar,  for  aid  to  erect  a light  for  Creek  0 
Latheronwliell. 

Remitted  to  a committee  to  report  powers  of  Board  as  to  this. 

Committee  met,  and  remitted  to  engineer  to  report  as  to  extent  of  aid. 


12  Oct.  - 


2 Jan.  1843 

14  — 

8 March  - 


17.  Caithness,  South  Eastern  Coast. 

Petition  from  landowners,  justices  of  peace,  and  commissioners  of  supply  0 t e 
county  of  Caithness,  for  light. 

Remitted  to  engineer. 


Report  by  engineer. 

Resolve,  that  it  is  expedient  to  erect  a lighthouse,  but  delay  as  to  si 
General  meeting  approved. 

Memorial  from  Chamber  of  Commerce,  Wick,  and  Pulteney  Town,  su0g  - 
two  sites  for  lighthouse.  of  coast. 

Remitted  to  engineer,  and  directed  to  procure  Government  survey 
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Memorial  from  magistrates  and  town  council  of  Wick,  approving  of  lighthouse. 
Remitted  to  engineer. 

Report  by  engineer,  recommending  Sarclettkead. 

Letter,  Captain  Phillips,  of  the  “ Sovereign,”  to  Lord  Berriedale,  26th  December 
1843. 

Letter,  Lieutenant  Medley,  r.n.,  to  Commissioners,  29th  December  1843. 
Memorial  from  shipmasters  and  shipowners  of  the  port  of  Banff. 

Letter  referred  to  in  above  memorial  in  the  Slapping  and  Mercantile  Gazette. 
Remarks  by  editor. 

Commissioners  direct  report  to  be  communicated  to  sheriff  of  Sutherland. 
Observations  by  sheriff  of  Sutherland. 

Remitted  to  engineer. 

Additional  report  by  engineer. 

Meeting  resolve  to  recommend  Sarcletthead. 

Petition  from  fishermen  of  Wick,  to  place  light  at  Old  Wick  ; 81  signatures. 
General  meeting  approve  of  Sarcletthead  as  the  site  for  the  light. 

Memorial  of  merchants,  shipowners,  shipmasters,  &c.  of  Peterhead,  for  light  on 
Nosshead. 

Intimate  that  Sarclett  was  resolved  on. 

Direct  intimation  of  resolution  to  be  made  to  Trinity  House. 

Letter  from  Trinity  House,  suggesting  that  the  Commissioners  should  get  farther 
opinion  from  ports  interested. 

Letter  to  trade,  intimating  resolution  to  place  light  on  Sarcletthead,  and  corre- 
spondence with  collector  and  Lieutenant  Medley,  about  shipwrecks. 

Excerpt  from  minute  of  commissioners  of  supply  for  county  of  Caithness,  ap- 
proving of  light  on  Sarcletthead. 

Answers  from  Dundee,  Leith,  and  Sunderland. 

Answers  from  Chamber  of  Commerce,  Greenock,  also  from  Lloyd’s,  and  Coast- 
guard, as  to  wrecks. 

Answers  from  Montrose ; returns  of  shipwrecks. 

Farther  return  of  shipwrecks  from  Lloyd’s. 

Answer  from  Trinity  House,  disapproving  of  Sarcletthead;  requested  to  state 
their  grounds. 

Letter  to  Trinity  House,  transmitting  circulars  sent  to  different  towns ; and  answer 
giving  reasons  for  disapproving  of  Sarcletthead,  and  preferring  Nosshead. 
Remitted  to  engineer  for  further  observations,  if  any. 

Report  by  engineer,  directed  to  be  communicated  to  Trinity  House. 

The  question  as  to  the  site  of  this  light  is  still  (1845)  under  discussion. 

18.  Cuanonuy  and  Cuomakty  Leadino  Lights. 

Engineer  reported  as  to  ditto. 

Ditto  - - - ditto. 

Ditto  - - - ditto. 

Sheriff  of  Orkney  gave  notice  that,  at  next  general  meeting,  he  should  move  that 
the  Board  proceed  with  the  erection  of  these. 

General  meeting  approved  unanimously ; remitted  to  Bell  Rock  committee  to  see 
same  carried  into  effect,  and  intimation  to  be  made  to  Trinity  House. 

Subject  further  considered,  and  the  engineer  directed  to  make  out  plans. 

Intimation  made  to  Trinity  House  (13  May  1843). 

Descriptive  note  ordered  to  be  furnished. 

Answer  from  Trinity  House. 

Lighthouses  in  course  of  erection. 

19.  Cairn  Ryan. 

Memorial  from  magistrates,  town  council,  merchants,  shipowners,  and  others,  of 
Stranraer,  for  beacon  to  be  made  into  a lighthouse. 


Remitted  to  engineer  to  report. 

Engineer  reported  that  Board  had  this  in  view  to  be  communicated  to  petitioners. 

20.  Fifeness. 

Light  on  ditto,  suggested  by  deputation  of  Trinity  House  of  Dundee ; refused. 
21.  Hoy  Sound,  Orkney. 

See  printed  Parliamentary  Return  before  referred  to,  p.  12. 
Application  for  light  on  ditto,  from  John  Beatton,  Stromness,  dated  18th  Novem- 
ber 1844. 

Remitted  to  engineer. 

22.  Castle  Moil,  Sound  of  Skye. 

See  printed  Parliamentary  Return  before  referred  to,  p.  11. 

Engineer  again  reports. 

Application  from  Trinity  House,  Leith. 

Remitted  to  engineer. 

23.  Harbour  Light,  Wick. 

Application  from  British  Fishery  Society ; refused. 
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ABSTRACT. 


1.  Little  Ross  - Built. 

2.  Mackannack  - Reserved. 

3.  Covesea  - Building. 

4.  Skerryvore  - Built. 

5 Ayr  Harbour  - Refused. 

6.  St.  Andrew’s  Harbour  - ditto. 

7.  Zetland  Isles  - - - Reserved. 

8.  Devaar  Island  - ditto. 

9.  Inchgarvie  Island  - - Refused. 

10.  Loch  Indaal  - ditto. 

11.  Ardnamurchan  - - - Resolved  1 

12.  Isle  of  May,  Carr  Light  - Built. 

13.  Chicken  Rock  (Isle  of  Man)  Refused. 

14.  Sanna  ...  - ditto. 


15.  Mullhead  of  Deer  ness 

16.  Creek  of  Latheronwheel  - 

17.  Caithness  (Sarcletthead)  - 

Under  discussion  as  to 
site. 

18.  Chanonry  and  Cromarty  - 

19.  Cairn  Ryan  - - - j 

Under  consideration  since 
date  of  Return. 

20.  Fifeness  - - - . 

21.  Hoy  Sound  - - - | 

22.  Castle  Moil  Sound  - 

23.  Harbour  Light,  Wick 


Refused. 

- - Remitted 
to  engineer. 

- ditto. 
Refused. 


Edinburgh,  \ 
1 April  1845. J 


By  order  of  the  Commissioners  of  Northern  Lighthouses, 

Alex.  Cuningham , 

J oiut  Secretary. 
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State  of  the  Chari- 
ties and  Superan- 
nuations granted 
in  1844. 


, RETURN  showing  State  of  the  Charities  and  Superannuated  Allowances  Paid  by  the 
Commissioners  of  the  Northern  Lighthouses  in  the  Year  1844. 

1.— C HARITIES. 

Note. — Previous  to  the  passing  of  the  Act  6 & 7 Will.  4,  c.  79,  the  Commissioners  had  no  fixed 
rule  to  guide  them  in  awarding  charitable  allowances  or  pensions  to  persons  in  their  service,  their 
widows  or  children.  The  following  cases  of  annuities  granted  preceding  the  passing  of  the  statute 
still  remain  on  their  books.  

£ . s.  d. 

1 William  Tweedy  ------------  20  - - 

This  person  was  employed  as  a quarrier  in  blasting  rock,  for  the  building 
of  Corsewall  Lighthouse.  When  in  the  act  of  charging  a shot,  it  exploded, 
and  he  was  thereby  deprived  of  his  eyesight ; in  consideration  of  which  he 
was  (llth  January  1817)  allowed  an  annuity  of  20 1. 

2.  Mrs.  Mary  Leask  10  - - 

This  person  enjoys  this  provision  as  widow  of  a keeper  who  had  been  15 
years  in  the  service,  and  the  Commissioners,  upon  considering  her  claims  to  a 
pension  (loth  January  1818),  directed  the  clerk  to  make  payment  to  her  of 
30  guineas,  in  full  of  all  demands.  This  is  the  first  case  of  an  allowance  to  a 
widow,  and  the  claim  seems  not  to  have  been  entertained ; but  the  engineer 
seems,  in  his  report  for  the  succeeding  year,  to  have  had  under  consideration 
the  inadequacy  of  remuneration  to  keepers  in  general,  when  he  took  the  oppor- 
tunity of  renewing  the  claims  of  Mrs.  Leask,"  when  a sum  of  10 1.  was  autho- 
rized to  be  paid  to  her  “ as  a gratuity  for  the  present  year.”  In  the  succeed- 
ing year  it  was  continued  (8th  January  1820),  and  so  on  down  to  the  year 
1 824,  since  which  period  it  seems  to  have  been  continued  as  a matter  of  course. 

3.  Hugh  Rose  -------------  20  - - 

This  individual  was  disabled  by  the  falling  of  a stone  upon  him  at  the  Bell 
Rock,  and  in  consideration  of  this,  the  meeting  (14th  January  1815)  voted 
him  an  annuity  of  20 1. 

4.  Jean  Walker 6 0- 

Her  husband  was  killed  by  the  fall  of  a piece  of  rock,  at  the  Bell  Rock 
(January  1809). 

5.  John  Reid  ----3110- 

The  engineer  reported  (January  1822)  that  he  was  67  years  of  age,  and  had 
been  17  years  in  the  service,  and  that  on  account  of  his  age  he  was  unfit  for  the 
service  ; and.  upon  considering  the  report,  “the  Commissioners,  although  they 
do  not  admit  of  any  claim  of  this  kind  as  a matter  of  right,  in  consideration  of 
the  length  of  Mr.  Reid’s  services,  and  the  particular  circumstances  of  his  case, 
agree  to  grant  him  an  annuity  of  30  guineas.”  The  particular  circumstances 
referred  to  was,  his  being  the  first  keeper  who  had  lived  at  the  Bell  Rock. 

6.  Euphemia  Poole  ----------  . - 5 - " 

The  father  of  this  person  was  in  the  service  of  the  Board,  and  received  a 
pension,  in  his  old  age,  of  12/.  After  his  death  an  application  was  made,  on 
behalf  of  his  daughter,  the  present  annuitant,  who  is  imbecile  and  lame,  and 
the  Commissioners  give  her  an  annual  donation  of  5 1. 

Total  Amount  of  Charities  - - - £.  92  16 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


SELECT  COMMITTEE  ON  LIGHTHOUSES. 


559 


Appendix,  No.  23. 


SUPERANNUATIONS. 


BY  6 & 7 Will.  4,  c.  79,  s.  49,  it  is  enacted,  “ that  it  shall  not  be  lawful  for  the  said  Commis- 
sioners or  Corporation  to  grant  any  Pension,  Compensation,  or  Retired  Allowance  to  any 
person  in  their  service,  out  of  the  tolls  to  be  received  by  them,  which  shall  exceed  the  propor- 
tion, with  reference  to  the  amount  of  the  salary  and  time  of  the  service  of  such  person,  which 
may  be  granted  as  a Superannuation  Allowance  to  persons  in  the  public  service  under  the  before 
recited  Act,  passed  in  the  4th  and  5th  year  of  the  reign  of  his  present  Majesty.” 


Stale  of  the  Chari- 
ties and  Superan- 
nuations granted 
in  1844. 


Dale  of  | 

Superannuation,  j 

Name  of  Officers. 

of 

Service. 

Age 

when 

Retired. 

Duties  of  Office  held. 

Amount 
of  Salary  and 
Emoluments. 

Retiring 

Allowance. 

£. 

s. 

d. 

£. 

s.  d~ 

15  May  1841 

John  Millar 

24 

60 

Light-keeper 

71 

- 

- 

! 35 

10  - 

15  — - 

John  Watt 

21 

72 

ditto  - 

83 

5 

_ 

41 

12  6 

15  — 1842 

John  Murray  - 

19 

61 

- - boatman  at 

44 

_ 

_ 

18 

6 8 

Crail. 

15  — - 

Thomson  Milne 

25 

69 

Light-keeper  - 

109 

16 

_ 

64 

1 - 

15  — 

James  Brown  - 

1G 

59  , 

ditto  - 

71 

_ 

_ 

29 

12  October  - 

John  Bruce 

23 

72  , 

Officer 

20 

_ 

16  Jan.  1843 

Robert  Stevenson 

40 

71  ! 

Engineer  - 

2 Feb.  - : 

Robert  Selkirk 

10 

65  j 

Ligbtkeeper 

83 

6 

_ 

20 

16  4 

15  May  - 

Mathew  Harvie 

42 

67 

ditto  - 

83 

5 

69 

15  — 1844 

James  Fithie  - 

28  i 

60  , 

ditto  - 

83 

15  — - 

Andrew  Adamson  - 

25  ! 

63 

ditto  - 

83 



15  — - 

James  Wallace 

17  1 

51 

ditto  - 

83 

5 

_ 

34 



15  — — 

David  Laughton 

26 

60 

ditto  - 

83 

5 

47 

10  - 

la  — - 

W iliiam  Soutar 

29 

56 

ditto  - 

83 

5 

_ 

48 

10  - 

15  — — , 

William  Heddle  - 

10 

47 

ditto  - 

71 

- 

- 

17 

15  - 

Tota 

l Amoi 

int  of  S 

uperannuations 

' 

£. 

1,115 

- 8 

Note.— From  each  of  the  above  allowances  to  light-keepers  there  is  retained  the  sum  of  3/.  for 
insurance  on  their  lives. 

Previous  to  the  passing  of  G & 7 Will.  4,  the  engineer  appointed  the  light-keepers,  and  there 
was  a rule  that  none  should  be  received  into  the  service  above  35  years  of  age.  From  the  above  it 
would  appear  that  some  were  above  that  age ; but  they  were  in  the  service  of  the  Board  in  different 
capacities  previously,  although  their  superannuation  allowance  is  computed  only  on  their  service  as 
ligbtkeeper:  for  instance,  John  Watt  had  been  in  constant  employment  on  the  works  of  the  Board 
since  1808;  John  Murray  had  been  employed  as  boatman  constantly  since  1813;  Thomson  Milne, 
employed  as  a light-room  artificer  since  1794;  Robert  Selkirk,  artificer,  employed  since  1810; 
Andrew  Adamson,  artificer,  employed  since  1809;  William  Heddle,  carpenter  in  the  Regent 
Tender,  lost  his  eyesight  after  appointment  as  light-keeper. 

The  appointment  of  light-keepers  is  now,  in  consequence  of  the  remarks  of  the  Select  Com- 
mittee, 1834,  in  every  instance  made  by  the  Board.  None  are  admitted  to  this  employment  under 
21  or  above  35 ; and  this  rule,  since  the  passing  of  the  Act,  has  been  rigidly  enforced. 


ABSTRACT. 


Amount  of  Charities,  page  546  - 
Ditto  of  Superannuations,  as  above  - 

Total  - 


£.  s.  d. 

92  16  - 

- 

1,115  - 8 

£. 

1,207  16  8 

By  order  of  the  Commissioners  of  Northern  Lighthouses, 

Edinburgh,  l April  1845.  (signed)  Alex.  Cuningliam, 

J oint  Secretary. 


<>•36. 
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STATEMENT  as  to  the  present  Condition  of  the  Norther*  Lighthouses,  in  reward  to 
the  Department  of  the  Engineer,  made  at  the  request  of  Joseph  Hum e,  Esq  M p 
Chairman  of  the  Select  Committee  on  Lighthouses,  ky  Abu  Stevenson,  Engineer  to  the 


1.  Mode  of  Illumination.  In  so  far  as  the  source  of  the  light  is  concerned  I cannot 
say  that  any  very  great  improvement  has  been  effected  since  the  time  of  the  former  inonirv 
by  the  Parliamentary  Committee  m 1834.  Spermaceti  oil  is  still  employed  in  all  the 
Northern  Lights.  No  success  has  attended  any  attempt  to  render  the  Drummond  Light 
which  was  at  that  time  a subject  of  so  many  experiments,  at  all  applicable  to  lighthouse 
purposes;  nor  am  I aware  that  any  one  has  even  indicated  the  direction  in  which  inouinr 
might,  with  the  greatest  chance  of  success,  be  employed.  All  the  changes  that  have  been 
proposed  have  consisted  in  burning  various  gases  under  certain  modifying  circumstances  ■ 
but  I see  no  reason  for  believing  that  an  increase  of  intensity  sufficient  to  warrant  the 
introduction  of  gas  into  lighthouses  lias  been  obtained.  Its  use  is  unquestionably  attended 
with  risk  of  irregular  exhibition  in  situations  so  remote  as  most  lighthoises  are,  and  in  some 
situations  it  rs  wholly  inapplicable  (as  in  the  Bell  Rock  and  Skerryvore),  and  also  in  all 
revolving  lights  on  the  reflecting  principle.  In  ordinary  weather  the  present  lights  are  seen 
as  far  os  the  curvature  of  the  earth  allows;  and  unless  a light  powerful  enough  for  the 
penetration  of  fog  can  be  found,  1 see  no  inducement  to  run  any  risk  as  to  th?  due  and 
regular  exhibition  of  tire  light,  for  the  sake  of  any  small  increase  of  its  intensity  Some 
smaller  changes  have  been  introduced  in  regard  to  the  lamps,  which  have  been  useful.  The 
ventilation,  which  in  the  Scottish  lights,  however,  has  always  been  very  good,  has  lately 
received  some  farther  improvement  Son,  the  introduction  of  a careful  mode  which  I have 
adopted  for  manufacturing  the  glass  ch.mnies  of  the  dioptric  lights,  which  are  now  blown 
m a metal  he  mould,  so  as  to  give  them  a more  perfect  and  invariable  form,  an  element  of 
the  greatest importance  ln  securing  a proper  combustion.  Ventilating  tubes,  as  will  be  seen 
from  Plate  XX.  of  the  Account  of  the  Bell  Rock  Lighthouse,  have  long  been  used  in  the 
Scotch  lights,  and  I have  lately  extended  their  use  to  the  dioptric  burner!  for  which  a tube 
similar  to  that  lately  described  by  Dr.  Faraday  has  been  used.  Bv  these  means  the  flame 
has  been  increased  in  volume  and  also  m brilliancy  of  effect,  but  the  consumption  of  oil 
lias  been  raised  nearly  one-fifth.  Besides  increase  of  intensity  of  loon,  I should  say  that 
SSr*  f l'eat  desldfLatu™.  m regard  to  dioptric  lights  at  least,  is  an  increased  horizontal 
diameter  of  flame  capable  of  producing  greater  divergence  of  the  resultant  beam,  and  con- 
sequently longer  flashes  and  shorter  intervals  of  darkness  in  the  revolving  lights.  For  this 
purpose  I have  tried  a lamp  with  five  wicks  instead  of  four,  as  in  thosS  now  in  use  ■ but 
„ t T Ptl0n  of  ,01*  IS  ve/y  greater,  perhaps  almost  one-third  more.  The  mainten- 

P™?eut  lamP  for  dioptric  lights,  which  has  four  concentric  wicks,  costs  for  oil 

alone  about  210/.  per  annum. 

aurtalinlv  itfo'ir  e,mPIo5'fd  f°r  mod;fyi“S  Je  direction  of  the  light,  so  as  to  economize  it 
sSshSl  **  ‘ best  advantage,  the  perfection  of  the  optical  instruments  has  effected 
r.S?  1 lmP' cvernents.  flic  great  lenses  of  Fresnel,  used  in  revolving  lights,  have 
,•  ™ a. considerable : extension  of  surface,  and  are  now  much  more  perfect  in  the  adapta- 

less  mflSr-UiPanS,fth1  ?1}ev.Pollsl1  oftlle  surface,  and  in  the  more  homogeneous  and  colour- 
Ti  “ ®ter>ai,  all  of  which  circumstances  have  combined  to  raise  their  power  fully  one-fourth 
imnvn6  ractll?°  belts  employed  in  fixed  lights  have  not  only  partaken  of  the  same  kind  of 
mprovement  as  the  lenses,  but  in  the  case  of  the  Isle  of  May  Light,  which  was  changed  to 
distrihnflnn  Pra‘Vn  i18?6’. 1 sugg<rsted  a change  in  the  form  of  these  refractors,  whereby  the 
since  hJn  !'gbt  is  equalized  over  all  the  horizon,  and  which  I arn  happy  to  say  has 

I anrl  it11  adoPf®d  ln  France.  This  improvement  is  described  in  the  accompanying  Reports 
room  ■ i fu,rtl}er  chanSe  in  the  mode  of  grouping  the  instruments  in  the  light- 
5 whth  18  de®Cnbed  (P‘  2>  “ No-  L>  wUl  corae  t0  be  applied  in  the  first  fixed  dioptric 
and  mn  f ' may  be  e!'ected  on  fcbe  coast.  Lastly,  the  fixed  lights  have  received  a further 
No  I sT]1.mP01'tant  ‘mprovement  in  consequence  of  a suggestion  made  by  me  at  p.  8 of 
hitherfn  „Zj  n0ns!?ts  m applyiog  totally  reflecting  zones  in  the  room  of  the  curved  mirrors 
central  nr  • • , 6 PurPose  ol  intercepting  the  light  which  passes  above  and  below  the 
Nos  1 1 r Pn.n^Pal.Par^  °‘  tbe  apparatus.  This  apparatus  is  minutely  described  in  Reports 
thesp  mm  , ■ ’ \n  w“ich  tables  of  the  results  of  my  computations  will  be  found.  Since 
at  St  been  made,  however,  the  French  glass  has  been  so  much  improved 

contemnlnt”/11^  ^ remontre,  that  it  may  admit  of  zones  of  larger  cross  section  than  I had 
tainahlp  won  r*  aS  ®ome  ' mprovements  in  the  form  which  I had  considered  almost  unat- 
an  arfist  Par'6’ Wt?uUnderitaken  0n  the suggestion  of  M ■ Leonor  Fresnel,  by  M.  Francois, 
which  T nlc  • • 1,  Fresnel  computed  a new  series  of  zones  with  all  these  improvements, 
Francois  in°  -*0mt  ^ computed  as  a verification.  The  work  has  since  been  executed  by  M. 
fore  now  on  a-r?am].er  wbich  exceeded  our  best  expectations.  The  series  of  zones,  there- 
intended-  - 0t  19  arSe  zones  instead  of  24,  and  46  of  the  smaller  size,  as  I originally 
light  has’  T l r&°  S''eat  bas  been  the  improvement  of  the  glass,  that  little  or  no  loss  of 
ture  has  h*  elieve’  bean  sustained  by  the  adoption  of  the  larger  sizes,  while  the  manufac- 
°f2ones  fin-60'  ®''eatv  Facilitated  by  the  additional  strength  of  the  glass.  This  substitution 
the  light  d ™lr  in  so  far  as  my  experiments  enable  me  to  judge,  seems  to  have  increased 
doubt ; that  /hfl  jjtbe  ?ubsidiary  part  of  the  apparatus  by  about  one-third.  I cannot 
concerned  6 hXe  , dl0Ptfic  lights  of  this  country,  in  so  far  as  the  modifying  apparatus  is 
) re  nearly  perfect.  About  nine-tenths*  of  the  whole  sphere  of  light  are  ren- 
— dered 


o.«6  ^xed  b’ghts,  on  the  catoptric  principle,  only  two  thirds  of  the  light  are  available. 
4 B 
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dered  available:  and  the  only  great  improvement  of  which  these  lights  seem  now  to  be 
susceptible  must  be  sought  for  in  an  increase  of  the  intensity  of  the  light  itself.  In  the 
revolving  lio-hts,  on  the  contrary  (besides  the  desirableness  of  greater  intensity),  the  defect 
of  short  flashes  and  long  eclipses  calls  for  some  increase  in  the  volume  of  the  flame,  or 
some  change  in  the  form  of  the  instrument.  This  defect  is  felt  at  the  Little  Ross  Light- 
house and  is  noticed  in  my  Reports  for  1844  and  1845,  whereof  extracts  will  be  found  in 
the  Appendix  No.  LXIII.  In  regard  to  the  fixed  lights  I may  further  observe  that  some 
attempts  were  made  to  increase  their  brilliancy  by  the  late  Captain  Basil  Hall,  k.n.,  who 
conceived  the  idea  of  producing  a continuous  light,  and  consequently  the  appearance 
caused  by  a fixed  light,  by  means  of  a light  in  rapid  revolution.  On  his  suggestion  I made 
a train  of  experiments  under  the  authority  of  the  Commissioners  of  Northern  Lights,  with 
the  view  of  testing  his  plan ; but  the  result,  which  l have  described  in  a communication  to 
the  Royal  Society  of  Edinburgh,  and  of  which  a copy  will  be  found  at  No.  V.,  showed 
that  before  continuity  of  effect  could  be  obtained,  a rapidity  of  motion  was  required  so 
o-reat  as  to  render  the  light  incapable  of  affecting  the  retina. 

Another  very  important  object  in  regard  to  the  mode  of  illumination,  and  one  in  which, 
I regret  to  say,  no  late  improvement  has  beeu  made,  is  an  extension  of  the  means  for  dis- 
tinguishing one  li°ht  from  another.  The  distinctions  at  present  are  nine  in  number;  viz. 
fixed  revolving  white,  revolving  red  and  white,  revolving  red  with  two  whites,  revolving 
white’  with  two  reds,  flashing,  intermittent,  double  fixed  lights,  double  revolving  white 
lights.  In  France  all  the  distinctions  are  produced  by  variations  in  the  time  of  the  flashes; 
but  these  differences  seem  too  minute  for  a seaman  in  a stormy  night,  and  changes  in 
appearance  which  more  immediately  affect  the  eye,  are,  I think,  more  desirable,  as  affording 
a more  direct  means  of  arresting  attention.  So  far  as  I know,  no  colour  but  red  will  be 
found  to  answer  the  purposes  of  a light,  as  well  on  account  of  the  enormous  loss  of  light, 
which  their  production  involves,  as  of  the  want  of  a decided  character  which  all  other  colours 
fail  to  give  to  a distant  observer  at  night.  Chemists  may  probably  find  new  means  of  vary- 
ing the"  colours  of  lights  not  liable  to  such  objections. 


3.  Lighthouses  Existing  and  Contemplated.— There  are  at  present  on  the  coast  of  Scot- 
land 25  lighthouse  stations.  Of  these  stations  there  are  four  double;  viz.  Isle  of  May, 
Pentland  Skerries,  Pladda,  and  Girdleness,  and  the  Board  have  also,  at  the  request  of  the 
Post-office  Department,  assumed  the  superintendence  of  the  light  at  Port  Patrick.  I11  this 
way  there  are  now  30  lightrooms  under  the  direction  of  the  Board.  Of  these,  14  are  catop- 
tric fixed  lights,  and  !>  are  catoptric  revolving  lights,  1 is  a dioptric  fixed  light,  3 are  diop- 
tric revolving  lights,  and  3 are  catoptric  intermittent  lights.  It  thus  appears  that  since 
1833,  the  number  of  lightrooms  has  increased  from  22  to  30.  There  are  three  new  light- 
houses in  the  course  of  preparation  ; viz.  one  at  the  entrance  of  the  Cromarty  Frith,  one  at 
the  entrance  of  the  Beauly  Loch,  opposite  Fort  George,  and  one  on  the  headland,  opposite 
Covesea  Skerries,  on  the  coast  of  Elgin;  all  of  which  will  be  lighted  in  the  course  of  the 
present  year.  Resolutions  have  also  been  taken  to  build  a lighthouse  on  the  point  of  Arcl- 
namurchan  in  Argyleshire,  and  one  on  the  Foreland  of  Caithness  ; but  the  exact  site  of  the 
latter  has  not  yet  been  finally  fixed,  as  the  Trinity  House  prefer  Nosshead,  while  the  Com- 
missioners of  the  Northern  Lights  have  selected  Sarclet-head  as  the  most  suitable.  No 
particular  estimate  lias  yet  been  made  of  these  two  last-mentioned  lighthouses ; but  includ- 
ing landing  wharfs,  and  roads  from  thence  to  the  lighthouses,  they  may  be  stated  at  from 
8,000/.  to  10,000/.  each.  Applications  have  been  made  for  other  lights  in  the  Zetland 
Isles,  for  one  in  Hoy  Sound,  Orkney,  and  also  for  one  in  the  Sound  of  Skye,  besides  a long 
list  of  other  stations  which  have  from  time  to  time  been  brought  under  the  notice  of  the 
Commissioners,  and  of  which  the  returns  made  to  this  committee  will  detail  the  particulars. 
The  consideration  of  many  of  these  stations  has  been  delayed  on  account  of  sheir  secondary 
character,  until  the  principal  sea-lights  tliall  have  been  established.  Reference  is  made  to 
extracts  from  my  Reports  at  No.  LXlV. 


The  new  works  executed  by  the  Board,  since  the  passing  of  the  last  Lighthouse  Act,  are 
the  following : 

I £.  s.  d. 


Little  Ross,  revolving  dioptric  light,  cost  ------ 

Isle  of  May,  leading  light,  catoptric  - ------ 

Skerryvore  revolving  dioptric  light,  with  a harbour  for  the  tender,  and 
establishment  for  the  families  of  the  keepers  at  Tyree  - 
Cromarty  (building)  - --  --  --  -- 

Chanonry  Point  (building)  ------- 

Covesea  Skerries  (building)  - --  --  --  - 

Oxscares  Beacon,  Frith  of  Forth  ------- 

Beamer  - ditto  - - ditto  -------- 

South  Carr,  ditto  - - ditto  -------- 

Brist  Beacon,  coast  of  Ayrshire  ------- 

Lappock  Beacon  - ditto  ----- 

Cairn  Ryan,  Loch  Ryan  --------  i 

Covesea  Skerries  Beacon,  Morayshire  - - - - - - 

8,334  18  8 . 

1,403  6 2 

90,699  15  8 

1,041  12  H 
818  12  9 

6,416  13  8 
874  13  6 
476  18  1 
849  16  7 
717  9 ' 
812  9 4 
306  16  7 
635  4 H 

£. 

113,388  7 7°  1 

4.  The 
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4.  The  expense  of  a single  reflector  burner  for  oil  alone  may  be  taken  at  III.  3s.  3<i.  Annrnel,  No 
being  44  gallons  per  annum,  or  about  one-third  of  a gill  per  hour,  at  the  average  price  of  H 

61.  Sjd.per  gallon.  A dioptric  burner,  with  four  concentric  wicks,  may  be  taken  at  about  Engineer’s  Report 
15  or  17  of  the  others,  or  from  212/.  8s.  9a.  to  240/.  1 5 s.  3 d.  per  annum.  There  are  424  on  the  State  of  the 
Argand  burners  of  the  common  size  lighted  every  night  in  the  Northern  Lights,  and  four  Northern  Light- 
dioptric  burners,  which  will  raise  the  whole  number  to  about  484  or  492  burners.  The  houses.; 

greatest  number  of  the  Argand  burners  in  a single  lightroom,  is  at  the  Pentland  Skerries  

High  Tower,  where  there  are  27,  and  the  average  may  be  taken  at  20.  The  expense  of  a 
lantern  and  catoptric  apparatus  for  a revolving  light  may,  on  an  average,  be  assumed  at 
1,950/.,  and  for  a fixed  light  1,660 1.  A dioptric  revolving  apparatus,  with  lantern,  costs 
about  2,250/.,  and  a fixed  light,  2,260/.  The  only  item  of  constant  difference  in  the 
expense  of  the  lights  now  and  formerly,  is  that  of  the  oil.  At  Inchkeith,  for  example 
which  had  only  seven  reflectors  before  the  change,  the  expense  of  oil,  which  mfobt  on  an 
average  of  years  he  taken  at  about  98/.  10s.  lid.,  has  now  become  239/.  4s.  id.  by  the 
adoption  of  lenses.  At  the  Isle  of  May,  on  the  contrary,  the  expense  for  oil,  which  was 
formerly  364/.  19s.  10 d.  (there  being  26  reflectors),  is  now  reduced  to  an  equality  with 
Inchkeith,  or  to  about  211  /.  l s.  3d.  J 

The  supply  of  oil  for  the  Northern  Lights  in  1844,  was  79  tuns,  of  252  gallons  each.  In 
1845,  it  will  be  86  tuns,  there  being  three  new  lights.  The  price  per  gallon  last  year  was 
5s.  The  highest  price  paid  during  the  last  10  years  was  8s.  5 d.  in  1840,“  and  the 
lowest  was  4s.  11  d.  in  1843.  The  supply  for  1844  was  79  tuus,  at  67/.  10s.,  or  5,332/.  10s. 
for  that  season. 

In  the  year  ending  31st  December  1843,  it  may  be  stated  that  in  24  lighthouses  the 
burning  of  the  lamps  (throughout  the  year)  was  equivalent  to  99,636  b hours  of  a single 
lamp;  and  that  the  consumption  of  oil  was  19,951 1 gallons.  The 'average  number  of 
hours  burning  of  the  lamps  at  one  lighthouse  in  1843,  is  4,150  hours  of  everyburner. 

Since  the  rule  for  exhibiting  the  lights  between  “ sunset  and  sunrise”  has  been  adopted 
in  Scotland,  an  increased  expenditure  of  oil  has  been  occasioned.  This  increase,  if  we 
estimate  492  burners  at  five  gallons  more  throughout  the  year,  which  seems  a fair  allow- 
ance, is  2,460  gallons,  or  about  786/.  13  s.  Qd.  per  annum.  The  former  rule  of  making  the 
“ going  away  and  return  of  daylight,”  as  the  times  of  lighting  and  extinguishing,  was  de- 
parted from  with  a view  to  uniformity  of  practice. 

5.  The  ordinary  annual  expenditure  for  the  maintenance  of  the  Northern  Lights  may  be 
taken  at  21,000/.  The  estimate  for  the  next  year  amounts  to  23,559/.  16s.  10 d..  as  this 
includes  three  additional  lights. 

The  salaries  of  all  the  keepers  now  include  an  allowance  of  3/.  per  annum  for  life 
insurance.  This  arrangement  was  adopted  by  the  Commissioners  with  the  view  of  providing 
for  the  families  of  the  lightkeepers,  who  labour  under  great  disadvantages  in  the  education 
of  their  children,  but  for  whom,  according  to  the  terms  of  the  last  Act  of  Parliament,  they 
have  no  other  means  of  providing.  The  respective  salaries  are  as  follows : 


Principal  keeper 

Assistant  ditto 

Principal  keeper 

Principal  assistant 

Two  ordinary  assistants,  each 

Principal  keeper 

Principal  assistant  - 

Two  ordinary  assistants,  each  ■ 


£.  50  - -1 

40  - - f 


Ordinary  stations. 


62  15  - L Bell  Rock. 


Skerryvore. 


Excepting  a piece  of  ground  for  cows’  grass  and  garden,  fuel,  and  a suit  of  uniform  clothing 
once  m three  years,  there  are  no  other  emoluments.  A blank  form  of'  the  requisitions  ana 
estimate  for  the  stores  for  a lighthouse  is  added.  No.  VI.  The  forms  of  the  lighthouse  and 
shipwreck  return  are  also  given  in  Nos.  VIII.  IX.  X.  and  XI.  No.  XII.  refers  to  the  cer- 
tmeate  of  a medical  practitioner,  required  in  cases  of  superannuation  before  the  age  of  65. 
The  other  regulations  under  which  the  lightkeepers  act  will  be  found  in  the  Appendix, 
,os>  LVI.  to  LXII.,  together  with  some  general  orders  in  reference  to  their  accounts,  and 
also  as  to  cases  of  misconduct. 

of^ri  ^lure  Operations. — Under  this  head  I have  only  to  refer  to  the  concluding u 


my  Report  for  1843,  No.  LXIV.,  in  which  the  various  new  stations  for  lighthouses  are 
no  ced,  and  to  state,  that  about  40  stations  of  beacons,  and  nearly  100  stations  for  buoys, 
ave  been  enumerated  to  the  Board  in  a Report  addressed  by  the  former  engineer  to 
a Committee  specially  empowered  to  consider  this  subject.  It  is  not  to  be  imagined, 
owever,  that  these  exhaust  the  wants  of  the  trade ; nor  is  it  certain  that  all  of  them  will 
be  sustained. 

3 ?-’  shipping  consists  of  three  vessels  : a general  tender,  called  the  Regent,  for  the 
ivery  of  stores;  a smaller  tender,  called  the  Prince  of  Wales,  for  the  Bell  Rock  in  winter, 
and  tl"  deliverY  stores  to  certain  stations  on  the  coast  during  the  summer  months ; 
fo  tk  Stna^  *ender  which  is  exclusively  engaged  at  Skerryvore  lighthouse.  The  estimates 
r ne  outfit  and  sailing  expenses  of  these  vessels,  for  the  year  1845,  is  as  follows : 

The  Regent  -------  £.1,523  10  7 

Prince  of  Wales  -------  946  3 5 

Skerryvore  - - - - 799  15  11 

The  Returns  called  for  by  the  Committee  have  already  been  given  in. 

°-36.  , B 2 The 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


appendix  to  report  from  the 


564 


Appendix,  No.  25. 

Engineer’s  Report 
on  the  State  of  the 
Northern  Light- 
houses. 


The  only  change,  with  regard  to  the  shipping,  since  the  Report  of  the  Lighthouse  Com- 
mittee in  1834,  is  the  addition  of  the  Skerryvore  tender.  Besides  these  vessels,  there  are 
attend  in  o-  boats  at  Inchkeith,  Isle  of  May,  Pentland  Skerries,  the  Bell  Rock,  Ban-ahead 
Lismore,°Pladda,  Little  Ross,  and  the  Calf  of  Man.  From  these  three  vessels,  and  from 
the  attending  boats,  monthly  returns  are  received  in  the  forms  annexed  in  the  Appendix, 
and  pay-bills  are  furnished  every  quarter.  Estimates  are  made  up  by  me  as  to  the  annual 
expenditure  of  these  vessels  and  boats,  the  documents  relating  to  which  will  be  found  from 
Nos.  XIII.  to  XXL 

8.  Besides  the  ordinary  estimates  for  the  lighthouses  and  shipping,  estimates  for  the 
three  principal  heads  of  the  office  in  Edinburgh,  the  storehouse  at  Leith  and  general 
service,  are  annually  made  up  agreeably  to  the  forms  XX 11.  XX111.  and  XXIV. 


9.  Stores. The  stores  are,  with  few  exceptions,  furnished  by  contract,  without  public 

advertisement.  These  exceptions  refer  chiefly  to  optical  apparatus  and  machinery,  and 
certain  lightroom  stores.  The  subject  of  extending  the  mode  of  taking  contracts  to  other 
items  of  the  expenditure  occupied  the  attention  of  a committee,  consisting  of  three  members 
of  the  Board,  who,  after  much  deliberation,  recommended  an  adherence  to  the  present  practice. 
Their  last  meetin°-  was  on  16th  November  1842.  After  the  requisitions  agreeably  to  the 
printed  forms  have  been  laid  before  the  sub-committees  on  the  several  stations,  and  have 
been  approved  of,  forms  for  tenders  are  issued  to  respectable  parties  for  all  the  articles  (not 
excepted  or  disallowed  by  the  committees).  These  forms,  which  are  28  in  number,  are 
issued  in  duplicate  to  each  party  (so  that  one  may  be  retained  by  the  offerer),  and  when 
returned  to  the  secretary,  a tabular  view  of  the  prices  is  made  up  by  the  engineer  and  pre- 
sented to  the  Board,  who  authorize  him  to  accept  the  lowest  offer,  and  to  intimate  the  result 
to  the  parties.  I have  added  these  forms  in  Nos.  XXV.  and  LIII.  inclusive.  The  letters 
of  acceptance  and  refusal  are  numbered  LI  V . and  LV. 

10.  The  nature  of  my  duties  and  those  of  the  two  officers  in  my  department,  will  be  found 
fully  detailed  in  the  accompanying  extracts  from  the  Bye  Laws  and  Regulations  of  the 
Board,  No.  LVL,  and  the  instructions  to  the  lightkeepers  will  be  found  in  No.  LVII.,  of  which 
a copy  has  also  been  handed  in,  in  compliance  with  the  order  of  the  Committee. 

The  office  of  engineer,  which  I have  held  since  January  1843,  has  been  changed  since  the 
passing  of  the  last  Lighthouse  Act,  by  uniting  with  it  the  duties  of  the  clerk  of  works  and 
•engineer’s  clerk,  an  arrangement  widen  causes  a small  annual  saving,  and  extinguishes  the 
claims  of  two  persons  for  retiring  allowance. 

(signed)  Alan  Stevenson , 

Edinburgh,  3 April  1845.  Engineer  for  Northern  Lights. 


No.  IV. — Relative  to  Foreign  Lights. 

The  French  lights,  of  which  there  are  upwards  of  100,  including  about  60  harbour  lights, 
are  managed  by  a particular  section  of  the  Direction  Generale  des  Ponts  et  Chaussees, 
which  is  called  the  Commission  des  Phares,  and  more  than  half  ot  the  lights  are  on  the 
dioptric  principle  of  Fresnel. 

By  an  imperial  decree  of  7th  March  1806,  the  lighthouses  and  beacons  were  placed  under 
the  charge  of  the  Minister  of  the  Interior,  before  which  time  they  had  been  under  the  imme- 
diate direction  of  the  administration  of  roads  and  bridges.  This  decree  required  that  the 
establishment  of  every  new  beacon  or  light  should  proceed  upon  the  joint  recommendation 
of  the  Ministers  of  the  Marine  and  the  Interior,  and  gave  rise,  in  1811,  to  the  institution  0 
the  Commission  des  Phares,  the  members  of  which,  with  the  exception  of  the  secretary,  who 
is  also  engineer  in  chief,  act  without  any  special  remuneration,  and  in  consequence  of  their 
holding  other  official  situations.  At  the  time  of  its  first  constitution,  it  appears  by  the  report 
of  Admiral  de  Rossel,  that  this  Commission  consisted  of  the  following  gentlemen;  viz.-* 
Baron  Becquey,  Councillor  of  State,  Director-general  of  Roads  and  Bridges,  Presideu  0 
the  Commission ; M.  Halgan,  Rear-Admiral  and  Councillor  of  State ; M.  de  Brony, 
Inspector-general  of  Roads  and  Bridges ; M.  Arago,  Astronomer  Royal,  Member  01 
Institute ; M.  Sganziu,  Inspector-general  of  Roads  and  Bridges  ; M.  Rolland,  or 
general  of  Naval  Works;  M.  Tarbe  de  Vauxclairs,  Inspector-general  of  Roads  and  Bri  ges. 
M.  Mathieu,  Member  of  the  Institute,  Secretary  and  Engineer-in-chief  to  the  Commission. 

All  the  more  important  plans  for  the  improvement  and  establishment  of  lights  are  su 
mitted  to  this  Commission,  but  the  plans  for  new  lighthouse  towers  are  only  discusse 
reference  to  their  fitness  for  the  lights ; and  every  question  regarding  the  buildings  or  es^ 
mates  is  submitted  to  the  general  council  of  the  administration  of  roads  and  bnoges, 
their  final  approbation.  The  engineer  of  the  Commission  prepares  all  the  plans,  and^  11 
the  fitting  up  of  the  optical  apparatus  and  the  lanterns,  and  sends  to  the  engineers  0 
•departments  the  schemes  for  new  lights,  that  they  make  the  plans  for  the  necessary  ^ 
ings  connected  with  them.  He  also  inspects  the  lights  on  the  coast,  and  is  responsi 
their  efficient  condition.  In  the  discharge  of  these  duties  he  is  assisted  by  three  conct uc^  ^ 
of  works,  who  generally  see  the  apparatus  fitted  up,  and  attend  to  the  due  pertoiman 
the  light-room  duty.  v.  de  in 

As  soon  as  a new  light  is  ready,  the  administration  causes  advertisements  to  _ ™^rcjjnir 
the  most  extensively  circulated  journals  of  Paris,  containing  a notice  to  mariners  r,,D 
its  position,  appearance,  and  time  of  exhibition.  This  notice  is  also  circulated  m 
French  port  by  means  of  placards,  which  are  affixed  by  the  maritime  authorities,  an  g 
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rally  appear  about  three  months  before  the  exhibition  of  the  light, 
of  the  director-general  of  roads  and  bridges,  the  engineer  publishes 
description  of  all  the  lights  on  the  coast  of  France. 


By  a late  decree,  too, 
every  year  a summary 


The  other  lights  of  Europe  are,  with  the  exceptions  already  mentioned,  on  the  catoptric 
principle.  The  writer  of  this  article  has  seen  the  greater  number  of  the  lights  along  the 
coast  between  St.  Petersburgh  and  the  Spanish  frontier,  and,  so  far  as  he  has  been  able 
to  learn,  their  management  is  generally  vested  in  some  department  of  the  executive 

government. 

The  Americans  have  been  very  active  in  the  establishment  of  lighthouses.  There  are 
upwards  of  200  land-lights  along  the  coast  of  the  United  States,  and  28  floating-lights  • 
their  management  is  entrusted  to  a board,  called  the  General  Lighthouse  Establishment’ 
which  appears  to  have  been  regularly  organized  so  early  as  the  year  1791.  The  total 
expenditure  connected  with  the  lighthouse  establishment  in  the  year  1837  was  about 
71,352/.,  a sum  which  includes  about  7,000/.  for  the  maintenance  of  upwards  of  600  buoys 
and  beacons,  which  are  also  under  the  care  of  the  lighthouse  establishment.  The  fifth 
auditor  of  the  treasury  is  the  chief  officer  of  the  lighthouse  board.  The  apparatus  is  on 
the  catoptric  principle ; but  the  reflectors,  which  are  illuminated  by  means  of  Argand 
lamps,  are  of  polished  tin  plate,  and  of  small  dimensions.  The  light  is  from  spermaceti 
oil,  the  produce  of  the  American  South  Sea  Fishery ; but  experiments  have  lately  been 
made  upon  oil  produced  from  cotton  seed,  and  there  is  some  probability  that  this  oil  will 
be  universally  employed  in  the  lighthouses  of  America. 


Appendix,  No.  25. 

Engineer’s  Report 
on  the  State  of  the 
Northern  Light- 
houses. 


A.S. 


STATE  of  Debt  due  by  the  Commission ers  of  Northern  Lighthouses  on  1st  January  1845, 
the  Principal  Sums  repaid ; the  Interest  and  Rate  since  1st  January  1833  to  1st  January  1845. 


I.-Statb  of  Debt  due  by  the  Commissioners  of  Northern  Lighthouses  as  at  1st  January  1833. 


Appendix,  No.  26. 

State  of  Debt  and 
Interest  in  1833 
and  1845. 


1.  Principal  sum  due  to  Government  under  the  authority  of  54  Geo.  3,  c.  136 
s.  8 and  D 

2,  Principal  sum  due  to  bankers  on  open  cash  account  ----- 

Total  Debt  due  1st  January  1833  - - - £. 


£. 

s. 

d. 

30,000 

- 

- 

22,124 

13 

9 

52,124 

13 

9 

II.  Principal  Sums  repaid  to  Government,  with  the  Interest  and  Rate. 


I Jan.  1833 
8 Aug.  - 

II  Nov.  - 
24  May  1834 

5 Nov.  - 
13  May  1836 

6 Nov.  _ 

6 May  1836 
31  Oct.  - 
15 Junei887 
31  Oet.  - 
1 May  1838 
31  July  _ 

31  Oct.  _ 

1 May  1839 
1 Nov.  - 

1 May  1840 

2 Nov.  - 

1 May  1841 
1 Nov.  _ 


To  principal  sum  due 
naif-year’s  interest 
' - - ditto  - - - 

" ■ • ditto  - 

" • - ditto  - - - 

■ - - ditto  - 

* - - ditto  - 

* ■ - ditto  - 

■ - - ditto  - 

■ - - ditto  - 

■ * - ditto  - 

' - - ditto  - 

To  paid  to  account  of  prin- 
cipal - 
To  interest  - 
To  ditto  halfyear  on  10,000/. 

balance  - 
" * - ditto  - 

■ - - ditto  - 

■ - - ditto  - 

" - - ditto  - 

* • - ditto  - 

~ - ditto  - - . 


Principal  Sum 
of  Debt  due  to 
Government. 


£.  S.  d. 

30,000  - - 


Sums  Paid 
Account. 


750  - - 
750  - - 
750  - - 
760  - - 
750  - - 
750  - - 
750  - - 

750  - - 
750  - - 
750  - - 
750  - - 


250 

250 

250 

250 

260 

250 


( continued) 
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State  of  Debt  and 
Interest  in  1833 
and  1845. 


2 May  - 

1 Nov.  - 
1 May  1843 
21  Feb.  1844 
1 May  - 
12  Nov.  - 


To  paid  to  account  of  prin- 
cipal - 

To  interest  from  30th  October 
To  half-year’s  interest  on 
5,000  balance 

- - - ditto  - 

- - - ditto  - 

- - - ditto  - 

- - - ditto  - 

- - - ditto  - 

Total  sum  paid  - - £• 


Balance  due 


- £. 


Principal  Sum  j 
of  Debt  due  to  1 
Government. 


£.  s.  d. 
5,000  - - 


125  - 
125  - 
125  - 


125 

125 


Note. Although  the  balance  above  due  to  Government  is  apparently  only  5,000Z.,  it  is  in  reality 

14  000 as  by  section  9 of  the  Act  above  quoted,  it  is  declared  that  the  payment  of  “ Interest  for 
the  first  six  years  from  the  time  of  advancing  the  same  shall  be  postponed  in  manner  aftermen- 
tioned.”  The  13th  section  of  the  Act  is  in  these  terms,  “ And  be  it  enacted,  that  for  the  further 
security  of  the  foresaid  assignment,  and  for  the  more  speedy  and  ready  redemption  of  the  said 
loan  as  -well  as  of  the  loan  of  25,000 Z.  authorized  to  be  granted  by  the  said  recited  Act  of  the 
26th  year  of  the  reign  of  his  Majesty,  the  surplus  or  residue  of  the  duties  by  this  and  the  former 
Acts  empowered  to  be  levied  which  shall  remain  after  completing  the  purchase  hereinbefore 
mentioned,  and  after  erecting  a proper  light  on  the  Island  of  May,  and  after  paying  the  interest 
of  the  sums  of  25,000 1.  and  30,000 1.  in  the  said  recited  Act  and  in  this  Act  mentioned,  with  the 
expense  attending  the  lighthouses  erected  or  to  be  erected  by  the  Commissioners,  shall  be  once  in 
every  year  vested  in  the  Three  Pounds  per  Centum  Consolidated  Bank  Annuities,  or  in  some  one 
or  other  of  the  public  funds,  and  shall  be  allowed  to  accumulate  until  the  same  shall  amount  to  a 
sum  equal  to  the  repayment  of  the  aforesaid  sums  of  25,000  l.  and  30,000/.,  and  afterwards  until 
the  beforementioned  for  the  said  six  years,  immediately  following  the  advance  of  the  said  30,000/. 
6hallbepaid;  and  thereafter  such  annual  investment  of  the  surplus  duties  shall  continue  as  directed 
by  the  said  recited  Act  of  the  26th  year  of  the  reign  of  his  present  Majesty,  until  the  yearly  interest 
of  the  same  shall  amount  to  a sum  equal  to  the  whole  expense  attending  the  said  lighthouses,  when 
the  duties  by  this  and  the  former  Acts  empowered  to  be  levied  are  to  be  diminished,,  and  at  last 
ipso  facto  to  cease  and  determine  in  manner  mentioned  in  the  said  before  recited  Acts.” 

The  postponed  interest,  therefore,  for  the  six  years  is  9,000 Z.,  making  with  the  balance  of  prin- 
cipal 1 4,000  Z.,  which  the  Commissioners  hold  at  little  more  than  one  and  a half  per  cent. 


HI. — Principal  Sums  Repaid  to  Bankeks,  with  Interest  and  Rate. 


Note. — As  this  debt  was  due  on  an  open  current  account,  it  seems  unnecessary  to  load  the 
Return  with  the  whole  of  the  Banker’s  Account.  This  Acconnt  was  balanced  on  80th  June  and 
31st  December  each  year,  and  below  is  given  the  state  of  the  Balance  at  each  of  these  periods, 
until  paid  off,  without  the  intermediate  entries  in  the  Account. 
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Appendix,  No.  26. 


IV.— STATE  of  Debt  due  by  the  Commissioners  of  Northern  Lighthouses  at 
1st  January  1845. 


The  Balance  due  to  Government,  per  page  554 
Add  reserved  interest,  as  above  - 

- 

£.  a.  d. 

5.000  - - 

9.000  - - 

Total  - ■ 

■ - £. 

14,000  - - 

State  of  Debt  and 
Interest  in  1833 
and  1845. 


Note.— The  Commissioners  are  not  indebted  in  any  further  sum,  with  the  exception  of  the 
current  undischarged  expenses  of  the  Board. 


By  order  of  the  Commissioners  of  Northern  Lighthouses, 

(signed)  Alex.  Cuningliam, 

Edinburgh,  29  March  1845.  Joint  Secretary. 


Appendix,  No.  27. 


Visits  of  the  Commissioners. 


RETURN  showing  the  Number  of  Visits  round  the  Coast  made  in  the  “ Tender,”  stating  the  Dates  of  each  Visit  and 
tiie  Names  of  the  Commissioners  and  Engineer  on  board  during  each  Visit,  the  Places  visited  in  each  Year  since 
January  1833. 


Note.— The  Regent  Lighthouse  “ Tender”  has,  from  the  increased  number  of  lighthouses,  been  so  much  occupied  for 
the  delivery  of  stores,  that  it  was  found  necessary  to  make  alterations  to  augment  her  stowage,  whereby  the  accom- 
modation for  the  Commissioners  has  for  some  years  past  been  almost  entirely  taken  away.  The  Commissioners,  of  late 
years,  have,  in  addition  to  the  visits  made  by  the  Sheriffs  when  in  their  respective  counties,  been  in  the  habit  of  hiring 
a steam-boat,  and  the  following  lighthouses  have  been  inspected : — 


1833: 

Sheriff  of  Sutherlandshire  - 
Ditto  - Argyle 

Ditto  - Sutherland 


1834: 

Sheriff  of  Sutherland  - 
Ditto  - Ross  and  Cromarty  - 
Ditto  - Orkney  and  Zetland  - 
Ditto  - Argyle  - 


13  to  19  July  1836 : 


- Cape  Wrath. 

- Can  tyre  and  Li3- 

more. 

- Girdleness. 


- Inchkeith. 

- Tarbetness. 

- Pentland  Skerries. 

- Lismore. 


The  Sheriff  of  Aberdeen 
Ditto  - Argyle 

Ditto  - Caithness  - 

Ditto  - Ross  and  Cromarty 

Ditto  - Kincardine  - 

The  Lord  Provost  of  Glasgow  - 
The  First  Bailie  of  ditto  - 
The  Engineer  - 

The  Sheriff  of  Ross  and  Cromarty 


4 July  1835 : 

The  Lord  pr0vost  of  Edinburgh 

The  First  Bailie  of  ditto  - - 

The  Sheriff  of  Forfar  - 
Bitto  . Wipon 

Ditto  - Aberdeen  - 

Ditto  - Argyle 

Ditto  - Ross  and  Cromarty 
®|tt°  - Bute  - - : 

D|tto  - Caithness  - - 

Ditto  - Kincardine  - 

rp.  Engineer  .... 
the  Sheriff  of  Orkney  and  Zetland 


Inchkeith, 

Isle  of  May,  and 
Bell  Rock. 


- Start  Point  and 


Ditto  - 

Sumburghhead. 

Argyle 

- Lismore. 

Ditto  - 

Aberdeen  - 

f Girdleness, 

- Buchanness, 

(Kinnairdshead. 

0-36. 

Ditto  - Orkney  and  Zetland 


1837  : 

The  Sheriff  of  Aberdeen  - 
Ditto  - Caithness 
Ditto  - Forfar  - 
Ditto  - Aberdeen 

The  First  Bailie  of  Edinburgh  - 

The  Sheriff  of  Ayr  - 


The  Sheriff  of  Orkney  and  Zetland 
The  Sheriff  of  Argyle 


B4 


Pladda, 
^Lismore,  and 
Skerryvore. 


- Tarbetness. 

f Sumburghhead, 

- J Start  Point, 

\ Tarbetness. 


- Caithness, 

- Dunnethead. 


"^Inchkeith. 

f Inchkeith, 

•{  Isle  of  May, 
(Bell  Rock. 

- Portpatrick. 

f Sumburghhead, 
Buchanness, 
Girdleness, 

. Lismore, 
(Inchkeith. 

- Lismore. 


( continued ) 
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July  and  August  1 
The  Sheriff  of  Sutherland  - 


The  Sheriff  of  Ayr  - 
Ditto  - Argyle 
Ditto  - Aberdeen 
The  Engineer  - 


- Dunnetliead. 

IGirdleness, 
Buchanness, 
Kinnairdshead. 
Covesea  -"1  Pro- 
Chanonry>  posed 
Cromarty  J sites. 
Tarbetness. 


July  1839: 


The  Sheriff  of  Argyle 
Ditto  - Aberdeen 
Ditto  - Ross  - 
Ditto  - Bute  - 
The  Engineer  - 


August  1839 : 

The  Sheriff  of  Sutherland  * 


July  1840 : 


The  Sheriff  of  Aberdeen 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto  - 
Ditto 
Ditto 
The  Engineer  - 
Captain  Boswall,  r.  n. 


Ayr  - 
Argyle 

Orkney  and  Zetland 
Caithness  - 


February  1841  : 


Sheriff  of  Aberdeen  - 

The  Engineer  - 

The  Provost  of  Campbelton 


July  1842: 


Sheriff  of  Sutherland  - 
Sheriff  of  Argyle  (August) 


I Little  Ross, 
Portpatrick, 

Mull  of  Galloway, 
Corsewall, 

Point  of  Ayre,  and 
Calf  of  Man. 


- Cape  Wrath. 


Isle  of  May,  and 
Site  for  Leading 
Light. 


j Little  Ross. 

. Mull  of  Cantyre. 


- Dunnetliead. 

- Skcrryvore. 


August : 


Sheriff  of  Argyle 
Provost  of  Campbelton 


1843: 

The  Sheriff  of  Orkney  and  Zetland 


■ Pentland  Skerries. 


July: 

The  Sheriff  of  Orkney  and  Zetland 
Ditto  - Sutherland 

Ditto  - Ross  - 

Ditto  - Caithness  - 

Ditto  - Bute  (August)  - 

Ditto  - Argyle  (September) 

_ j Covesea  Skerria. 

- Pladda. 

- Mull  of  Cantjre. 

1844: 

The  Sheriff  of  Sutherland  - 

- Cape  Wrath. 

July: 


The  Lord  Provost  of  Edinburgh 
Ditto  - Glasgow  - 

The  Provost  of  Campbelton 
The  Sheriff  of  Argyle 

Ditto  - Orkney  and  Zetland 
Aberdeen  - 
Kincardine 
Ross  and  Cromarty 
Caithness 
Bute  - 
Wigton 


Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
The  Secretary 
The  Engineer 


Lismore, 
Skerryvore, 
Hynish  Harbour, 
Ardnamurchaa. 


September : 


The  Sheriff  of  Orkney  and  Zetland 
Ditto  - Caithness  - 
Ditto  - Sutherland  - 
Ditto  - Ross  - 


Note.— Independent  of  the  visits  of  the  Commissioners  above  noted,  the  engineer  annually  visits  every  lighthouse 
station,  as  does  also  at  a different  time  the  superintendent  of  light-keepers.  The  sheriff  of  Forfar  states  that  lie  lias  also 
annually  inspected  the  shore  establishment  at  Arbroath,  in  connexion  with  the  Bell  Rock  Lighthouse. 


By  Order  of  the  Commissioners  of  Northern  Lighthouses, 

(signed)  Alex-  Cuningh/nn,  J oint  Secretary 


Appendix,  No.  28. 

RETURN  of  the  Aggregate  Number  of  Vessels  for  which  Light  Dues  have  been  Paid  to  the  Northern 
at  each  Port  in  Scotland,  in  Ireland,  and  in  England  and  Wales,  in  the  Year  1843,  distinguishing 


of  Entries  of  Vessels  in  each  Kingdom. 


I. — Number  of  Vessels  for  which  Light  Dues  have  been  Paid  to  Northern  Lights  at  Port9  in  Scotland ^ 


PORTS. 

Number 
of  Vessels. 

PORTS. 

Number 
of  Vessels. 

Aberdeen  - 

2,407 

Grangemouth 

1,386 

Alloa  - - - 

968 

Greenock  - 

1,853 

Ayr  - 

355 

Isle  of  Man  - 

1,500 

Banff  - 

705 

Inverness  ... 

996 

Borrowstonness 

668 

Irvine  - 

610 

Campbeltown  - 

652 

Kirkcaldy  - 

1,586 

Dumfries  ... 

1,084 

Kirkcudbright 

746 

Dunbar  - 

499 

Kirkwall  - 

134 

Dundee  - 

3,039 

Leitli  - 

4,326 

Fisherrow  - 

305 

Lerwick  - 

136 

Glasgow  - 

3,680 

Montrose  - - - 

1,553 

Perth  - 
Port  Glasgow 
Stornoway  ' 

Stranraer  - 
Thurso  - 

Wick  - ' 

Wigton  - 

Total  in  Scotland  - 


477 

330 


31,10* 
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XI. — 'Number  of  Vessels  for  which  Light  Dues  have  been  Paid  to  the  Northern  Lights  at  Ports  in  Ireland, 
for  1843. 


PORTS. 

Number 
of  Vessels. 

PORTS. 

Number 
of  Vessels. 

PORTS. 

Number 
of  Vessels. 

Baltimore  - - - 

1 

3,945 

Dundalk  ... 

209 

Sligo  - 

Belfast  ...  - 

Galway  ... 

20 

W aterford  ... 

189 

Limerick  ... 

Westport  ... 

59 

Cork  - 

82 

Londonderry  ... 

GGO 

Wexford  - 

90 

Drogheda  - 

Dublin  - 

245 

2,690 

Newry  - 
Ross 

873 

17 

Total  in  Ireland  - - 

9,584 

III.— Number  of  Vessels  for  which  Light  Dues  have  been  paid  to  Northern  Lights  at  Ports  in  England  and 
Wales,  in  1843. 


PORTS. 


Aberystwith 

Aldborough 

Arundel  - 

Barnstaple 

Beaumaris 

Berwick  - 

Bidetord 


Bridgewater 
Bridlington 
Bridport  - 
Bristol  - 
Cardiff  - 
Cardigan 
Carlisle  - 
Chepstow 
Chester  - 
Chichester 
Clay 

Colchester 
Cowes  - 


Dartmouth 

Deal 

Dover  - 
Bate?  - 
•Falmouth 


of  Vessels. 

.PORTS. 

Number 
of  Vessels. 

PORT  S. 

. 

15 

Faversham  ... 

_ 

Plymouth 

- 

— 

Fleetwood  - 

200 

- 

2 

Fowey  .... 

3 

- 

1 

Gainsborough 

13 

Ramsgate  - 

- 

102 

Gloucester  ... 

26 

- 

215 

Goole  - 

49 

- 

4 

Grimsby  - 

1 

. 

9 

10 

Gweek  .... 
Harwich  - 

4 

Scarborough  ... 

- 

- 

Hull  .... 

481 

. 

1 

63 

Ipswich  ... 

Lancaster  ... 

4 

194 

Southampton 

- 

258 

Leigh  - 

_ 

Stockton  ... 

- 

3 

Liverpool  - 

Llanelly  - 

4,210 

- 

288 

2 

- 

1 

London  ... 

2,040 

- 

96 

Lyme  .... 

- 

Wells  . 

7 

Lynn  .... 

32 

Weymouth  ... 

- 

- 

Malden  - 

16 

Whitby 

- 

2 

Maryport  ... 

49 

Whitehaven  - 

- 

- 

Milford 

40 

Woodbridge  - - - 

• 

5 

Newcastle  ... 

1,486 

- 

- 

Newhaven  ... 

2 

- 

3 

Newport  ... 

126 

Total  in  England  and"! 

- 

7 

Padstow  ... 

2 

Wales  - - - -/ 

1 

Penzance  ... 

25 

4 

14 


358 

344 

87 


1 


1,528 

62 


12,576 


ABSTRACT. 


Number 

of  Vessels. 

Paid  in  Scotland  - 

31,104 

Faid  in  Ireland  - 

9,584 

Faid  in  England  and  Wales  . j 

12,576 

Total  - - - I 

53,264 

Edinburgh, 

17  April  1845. 


} 


By  order  of  the  Commissioners  of  Northern  Lighthouses, 

Alex.  Cuningham, 

Joint  Secretary. 


4C 
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Appendix,  No.  29. 

Price  of  Oil  in  each 
Year  since  1833. 


RETURN  showing  List  of  Prices  of  Oil  supplied  to  the  Northern  Lighthouses  in  each  Year 
from  1833  to  1844,  both  inclusive,  stating  by  whom  Supplied,  and  whether  by  Contract  or 
Private  Tender. 


Year. 

Contractor’s  Name,  and  Place  of  Residence. 

Number 
of  Tuns. 

Price 
per  Tan. 

Price 

per  Gallon. 

1833 

Sir  Charles  Price  & Co.,  London  - 

i 

£.  s.  d. 
54  - - 

£.  s.  i. 
- 4 3 J 

1834 

Mr.  Thomas  Pritchard,  London  - 

20 

67  - - 

- 5 3t 

Messrs.  J.  G.  & J.  Pilcher,  London  - 

20 

04  - - 

- 6 1 



Sir  Charles  Price  & Co.,  London  - 
Messrs.  Langton  & Bicknell,  Newington  Butts  - 

84 

67  - - 

-63} 

1835 

37 

02  - - 

— 4 11 

Messrs.  John  Boulcott  & Co.,  London 

37 

63  10  - 

- 5 -$ 

1836 

Mr.  Thomas  Pritchard,  London  • 

74 

08  - - 

- 5 4} 

1837 

Mr.  Thomas  Pritchard,  London  - 

75 

86  - - 

- 0 9} 

1838 

Messrs.  Langton  &e  Bicknell,  Newington  Butts  - 

85 

77  10  - 

- G 1? 

1839 

Messrs.  Langton  & Bicknell,  Newington  Butts  - 
Messrs.  J.  G.  & J.  Pilcher,  London  - 

55 

92  10  - 

- 7 4 

30 

92  10  - 

- 7 4 

1840 

Messrs.  Langton  & Bicknell,  Newington  Butts  - 

03 

106  - - 

- 8 6 



Sir  Charles  Price  & Co.,  London  - 

20 

90  - - 

- 7 1| 

1841 

Messrs.  John  Boulcott  & Co.,  London 

88 

94  - - 

- 7 5| 



Mr.  Thomas  Pritchard,  London  - 

37 

94  - - 

- 7 6i 

1842 

Messrs.  Langton  & Bicknell,  Newington  Butts  - 

73 

80  - - 

- 6 4| 

1843 

Messrs.  Langton  & Bicknell,  Newington  Butts  - 

81 

62  - - 

- 4 11 

1844 

Mr.  Thomas  Pritchard,  London  ... 

75 

67  10  - 

- 6 4} 

Note. For  the  mode  of  contracting  for  the  oil,  reference  is  made  to  the  appended  printed 

circular,  which  is  sent  to  various  parties  engaged  in  the  oil  trade.  The  samples  are  subjected  to 
trial  during  three  days,  and  the  result  is  reported  to  the  Commissioners  by  the  engineer  previous 
to  the  tenders  being  opened.  If  the  quality  of  oil  is  equal,  the  lowest  offer  is  preferred. 

By  order  of  the  Commissioners  of  Northern  Lighthouses, 


29  March  1845. 


(signed)  Alex.  Cuningham,  Joint  Secretary. 


(Circular.) 

Northern  Lights  Office,  Edinburgh,  184  . 

I beg  to  acquaint  you  that  the  supply  of  “best  pale  winter-bagged  spermaceti  oil," 
wanted  for  the  use  of  tne  Northern  Lighthouses  for  the  year  184  , is  tuns,  of  252 

gallons.  If  you  intend  to  offer  for  this  contract,  your  sample  of  one  gallon  of  oil,  carefully 
put  up  in  an  earthen  jar,  addressed  to  Lighthouse  Store,  Leith,  must  reach  him 

on  or  before  the  . The  sample  must  be  labelled  with  your  private  mark, 

without  which  no  tender  can  be  received,  and  which  must  also  be  referred  to  in  your  offer. 
It  is  to  be  understood  that  the  quantity  may,  at  the  option  of  the  purchasers,  be  ascer- 
tained either  by  the  use  of  imperial  measures,  or  by  weight,  at  the  rate  of  8 g lbs.  avoirdupois 
per  gallon. 

In  the  month  of  it  is  intended  to  send  the  lighthouse  oil  casks  to  London,  where 

an  officer  of  the  Board  will  examine  the  oil,  and  give  directions  for  shipping  it.  The  oil 
must  be  put  free  on  board,  and  all  wharfage  risks  undertaken  ; — but  whatever  may  be  re- 
quired for  the  careful  cooperage  and  cleaning  of  the  casks  before  filling  the.  oil  at  the  pre- 
mises of  the  contractor,  will  be  paid  by  the  Board.  It  may  further  be  noticed,  that  the 
oil  is  measured  and  tried  as  to  its  quantity,  purity,  and  burning  quality,  on  being  delivered 
into  the  stock  cisterns  at  the  several  lighthouses ; and  if  then  found  faulty,  it  will  be 
returned  at  the  cost  and  charges  of  the  contractor. 

In  reference  to  your  sample,  an  offer  to  furnish  any  quantity  that  may  be  required  from 
you  of  from  20  to  , at  a specified  rate  per  tun,  to  be  paid  for  on  the  ’ 

must  reach  this  on  or  before  the  , sealed  and  addressed  “Tender  for  Oil. 

“ To  the  Commissioners  of  the  Northern  Lighthouses,”  and  put  under  cover  to  “ Messrs. 
Cuningham,  Secretaries  to  the  Lighthouse  Board,  Edinburgh.”  , 

It  may  be  proper  to  notice,  for  the  government  of  those  who  make  offer  for  this  contrac , 
that  oil  for  the  use  of  lighthouses  undergoes  a most  particular  species  of  trial ; each  ot  e 
light-keepers,  in  his  nightly  management  of  the  lamps,  being  perfectly  acquainted  witbt  e 
properties  of  good  oil. 

In  accepting  an  offer  for  supplying  oil,  the  best  sample  is  preferred  to  the  lowest  pnce» 
by  the  Board.  I beg  further  to  notice,  that  you  are  requested  to  conform  strictly  to 
terms  of  this  letter,  in  offering  for  “pale  winter-bagged  spermaceti  oil.”  If.you  ^veaj_ 
other  or  different  proposition  to  make  to  the  Lighthouse  Hoard,  let  it  be  in  a separate  co 
munication.  Should  any  further  information  of  a preliminary  nature  be  wanted,  apphca 
may  be  made  to  me. 

An  answer  is  expected  to  reach  the  secretaries  on  the  , with  or  wituo 

offer.  je 

Unsuccessful  offerers  will,  as  usual,  be  paid  half  a guinea  in  name  of  charges  for  samp 

I am,  &c. 
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NORTHERN  LIGHTS. 


RETURN  of  the  Number  of  offte  Nobthebn  Ltohtromh.  and  the  Appendix,  No.  3„. 


NAME  OF  LIGHT. 

Number  of 
Burners. 

Dioptric. 

Catoptric. 

Inchkeith  - 

_ 

_ 

1 

Isle  of  May 

- 

- 

1 

1 

Bell  Rock  - 

- 

- 

- 

16 

Girdleness  - 

- 

- 

- 

28 

Buchanness 

- 

- 

- 

24 

Kinnaird  Head  - 

- 

- 

- 

18 

Tarbetness  - 

- 

- 

- 

21 

Pentland  Skerries 

- 

- 

- 

48 

Start  Point  - 

- 

- j 

- 

9 

Sumburgli  Head  - 

- 

- . 

- 

26 

Dunnet  Head 

- 

- 

- 

18 

Cape  Wrath 

- 

_ 

_ 

Island  Glass 

- 

- 

_ 

19 

Barrahead  - 

- 

_ 

21 

Skerryvore  - 

- 

- ! 

1 

2 

Lismore 

- 

- 

_ 

Rhinns  of  Islay  - 

. 

- 

. 

Mull  of  Cantyre  - 

- 

- 

_ , 

20 

Pladda 

- 

- . 

_ _ . 

26 

Corsewall  - 

_ 

_ 

_ 

Mull  of  Galloway 

- 

- 

- ; 

17 

Little  Ross  - 

- 

_ 

_ 

Point  of  Ayre 

_ 

_ 

12 

Calf  of  Man,  High  Station 

_ 

_ 

Calf  of  Man,  Low  Station 

- 

- 

12 

Total 

- - 

- 

4 

424 

NATURE  OF  THE  LIGHT. 


Dioptric,  revolving  light. 

Dioptric  and  catoptric,  fixed  double  light. 

Catoptric,  revolving  red  and  white  light. 
Catoptric,  fixed  double  lights. 

Catoptric,  scintillating  light. 

Catoptric,  fixed  light. 

Catoptric,  intermittent  light. 

Catoptric,  fixed  double  light. 

Catoptric,  revolving  light. 

Catoptric,  fixed  light. 

Catoptric,  fixed  light. 

Catoptric,  revolving  red  and  white  light. 
Catoptric,  fixed  light. 

Catoptric,  intermittent  light. 

Dioptric,  revolving  light. 

Catoptric,  fixed  light. 

Catoptric,  scintillating  light. 

Catoptric,  fixed  light. 

Catoptric,  fixed  double  light. 

Catoptric,  revolving  red  and  white  light. 
Catoptric,  intermitting  light. 

Dioptric,  scintillating  liglit. 

Catoptric,  revolving  red  and  white  light- 
Catoptric,  revolving  light. 

Catoptric,  revolving  light. 


Argand  burners  - --  --  --  - 424 

Four  dioptric  burners,  estimated  at  17  argand  each  - 68 


Number  of 
Burners  in  each 
Light  in  Scotland 
in  1845. 


Total  Argands  - - - 492 


London,  April  30, 1845. 


By  order  of  the  Commissioners  of  the  Revolving  Lights, 


Alan  Stevenson. 


Appendix,  No.  30  (A). 

RETURN  of  the  Number  of  Burners  in  each  of  the  Northern  Lighthouses,  in  1833  and  1844, 
and  the  Nature  of  the  Light. 


Number  of 

Burners. 

1833. 

1844. 

19 

19 

21 

21 

18 

18 

24 

24 

20 

20 

24 

2(1 

12 

12 

17 

17 

12 

12 

12 

12 

12 

12 

465 

456 

NAME 

OF  LIGHTHOUSE. 


Inchkeith 


Dell  Rock 
Girdleness  - 
Ruchanness  - 
Kinnairdhead 
Tarbetness  - 
Rentland  Skerries  - 
“tart  Point  - 
Sumburghhead  - 


Cape  Wrath  - I I 

Edinburgh,  2 August  ] 
0.36. 


Number  of 
Burners. 


THE  LIGHT. 


{Catoptric  in 
1833,  dioptric 
in  1844. 


Catoptric. 


NAME 

OF  LIGHTHOUSE. 


Island  Glass  - 
Barrahead  - 
Lismove  - 

Rhinns  of  Islay 
Mull  of  Canlyre  - 
Pladda  - 

Corsewall  - 
Mull  of  Galloway  - 
Point  of  Ayre 
Calf  of  Man,  High  Tower 
Calf  of  Man,  Low  Tower 

Total  - - - 


Catoptric. 
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RETURN  of  the  Amount  of  Light  Dues  Collected  at  each  Port  and  Creek  in  Scotland,  daring  the  Year  1843 ; distinguishing  the  Amount  Collected  for  the  Scotch,  English,  and  Irish  Boards 
respectively ; also,  the  Amount  of  Per-Centage  thereon,  paid  to  or  retained  by  the  Collector  at  each  Port  or  Creek. 
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PAPERS  referred  to  in  Mr.  Cuninghatn’a  Evidence,  26  May  1845,  Q.  2582. 


EXTRACT  REPORT,  14  January  1837,  by  the  Engineer  to  the  Commissioners  of  l845- 
Northern  Lighthouses.  — 


Appendix,  No.  32. 

Papers  referred  to> 
by  Mr.  A.  C un- 
iham, aG  May 


Northern  Lighthouses. 

°'  th,e,num,er°“®  0,fk' °f  secondary  lights  which  might  be  erected  on  the  coast,  that 
proposed  for  the  Island  Devar  has  lately  been  brought  under  the  notice  of  the  Board  in 
die  most  influential  manner  by  petitions  from  Campbelton  and  other  parts  in  the  Clyde 
The  proposal  ot  a light  on  tins  island  has  long  been  under  the  notice  of  the  Board  and  as 
it  would  tend  more  effectually  to  open  the  way  to  Campbelton  ns  a harbour  of  refuge 
fot  that . pan  ot  the  shipping  of  the  Clyde  and  the  Irish  Sea  which  use  the  channel  betwefn 
the  Mull  of  Cantyre  and  the  Fairhead  of  Ireland,  known  to  mariners  as  the  North  Channel 
there  can  be  no  doubt  about  the  utility  and  importance  of  a light  in  this  situation  It 
now,  however,  becomes  a matter  of  inquiry,  under  tile  new  Act,  which  obliges  vessels  to 
pay  lor  each  light  passed,  whether  die  port  of  Campbelton  and  the  shipping  entering  it 
might  feel  the  same  desire  for  the  establishment  of  a light,  if  it  were  intimated  that  instead 
of  being  a free  light,  they  most  now  pay  at  the  rate  of  one  halfpenny  per  register  ton 


REPORT  by  the  Engineer  relative  to  the  Removal  of  the  Mull  of  Cant  an  Light 
house,  the  Erection  of  a Lighthouse  on  the  Island  of  Soring,  and  another  on 
Rathlm  Island,  20  January  1842.  See  Q.  2588. 

Agreeably  to  remit  from  the  Bell  Rock  Committee,  of  date  the  19th  current,  the  engineer 
has  examined  and  reconsidered  the  various  documents  formerly  drawn  up  in  relation  to 
the  removal  of  the  Mull  of  Cantyre  Lighthouse,  and  the  erection  of  a lighthouse  upon  the 
Island  of  Sanna,  and  also  as  to  the  placing  of  a light  on  the  Island  of  Rathlin  by  the 
Irish  Lighthouse  Board,  as  alluded  to  in  the  communication  from  that  body  of  1 ith  current 
These  various  topics  the  engineer  will  notice  as  follows : 

It  will  be  recollected  that  the  proposal  to  remove  the  lighthouse  from  the  Mull  nfn  . T.  , 
Cantyre  to  the  Island  of  Sauna,  which  is  situated  about  *vf  or  si*  ,„X  towa7d“  the  £2  ” 

south-east,  and  is  not  in  view  of  it,  was  consequent  upon  the  melancholy  loss  of  the  fine 
ship  Christiana,  of  Glasgow,  m December  1825,  on  Patterson’s  Rock,  near  Sanna,  when 
all  hands  perished.  It  was  understood  that  this  ship,  being  outward  bound,  in  verv  bad 
weather,  had  given  the  Maiden  or  Hulin  Rocks,  lying  off  Larne,  too  great  a berth,  and 
was  carried  down  upon  Sanna;  but  since  1827,  when  the  subject  was  first  brought 
iorward,  lights  have  been  erected  on  the  Maiden  Rocks,  which  are  of  the  greatest  import- 
ance  to  the  navigation  of  the  North  Channel,  particularly  between  the  Mull  of  Cantyre 
and  Rathlin.  Since  that  time,  also,  the  Mull  of  Cantyre  and  Pladda  Lighthouses  have  been 
greatly  improved,  and  this  portion  of  the  coast  is  now  much  better  protected  than  formerly. 

. may  .be  noticed  that  the  Mull  of  Cantyre  Lighthouse  was  one  of  the  stations  named 
in  the  original  Act  of  Parliament  constituting  the  Board.  From  its  position  it  forms  an 
exceUent  guide  for  ships  passing  through  the  North  Channel  from  the  Western  Ocean 
an  object  of  the  greatest  importance,  and  one  which  could  not  be  served  by  a Iio-ht  on 
canna,  which  would  in  that  direction  be  hid  from  view  by  the  high  land  of  Cantyre.  ‘More- 
over as  the  strongest  tides  run  on  the  Cantyre  side  of  the  channel,  the  Scotch  side  is 
much  more  traversed  by  shipping  than  the  Irish  side. 

As  formerly  noticed  by  the  engineer,  it  is  further  to  be  considered  that  there  is  great 
all  TV”  L al  °f  an  establishecl  sea  1JSht-  Cantyre  Lighthouse  is  introduced  into 

1 charts,  both  British  and  Foreign;  and,  under  all  circumstances,  he  is  of  opinion  that 
would  not  be  advisable  to  remove  the  lighthouse  from  the  Mull  of  Cantyre.  In  stating 
is  opinion  he  would  not  be  understood  as  implying  that  were  the  positions  of  the  lights 
this  coast  now  to  be  determined  for  the  first  time,  a different  arrangement  might  not 
he  entered  into  by  the  two  Boards. 

°j  Island  of  Sanna,  of  itself,  would  be  a considerable  convenience,  both  to  Sanna. 
be  *11  outwa,'d-bound  vessels,  though  it  could  not  be  erecied  in  such  a way  as  to 
suffer  ^ use^u*  ‘n  any  point  nearer  than  about  one  mile  from  Patterson’s  Rock.  The 
0t  & seyondai'y  bgbt  on  Sanna  has  long  been  under  the  notice  of  the  Board  ; but 
toepth  16  e.rfctl°n  ?f  lights  upon  the  Maiden  Rocks,  and  the  improvement  of  Pladda, 
be  said*  WUh  t le  *ntention  of  erecting  a beacon  upon  Patterson’s  Rock,  this  can  hardly 
an  ■ at  present  to  press  much  upon  the  attention  of  the  Board.  It  would  certainly,  iu 
y view,  be  too  great  a sacrifice  to  remove  Cantyre  Lighthouse  for  this  object. 

a lighthouse  on  Rathlin  Island,  on  the  Irish  side  of  the  passage  between  Rathlin. 

CTe S) an  j an^ • °f  Cantyre,  would  in  many  instances  be  found  useful  to  the 

tion  f i-  6 lbe  North  Channel,  in  connexion  with  Catyre  Light.  But  the  adop- 
alterat'1  US  me?8Uie  should  stand  upon  its  own  merits,  and  should  be  irrespective  of  any 
sent  stT  f11  1 e ®cotcb  s*de.  It  should  rest  with  the  trade  to  say  whether,  in  the  pre- 
0 fia  e °l  the  North  Channel  in  regard  to  sea  lights,  this  measure  be  called  lor. 

' 403  Toward 
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Appendix,  No.  32. 

Papers  referred  to 
by  Mr.  A.  Cun- 
ingham,  26  May 

1845- 


Appendix,  No.  33. 

Correspondence 
relating  to  a Light 
on  Rathlin  Island 
in  1842. 


Appendix,  No.  34. 

Paper  delivered  in 
by  Mr.  Alexander 
Cuningham, 

29  May  1845. 


Toward  the  west  the  entrance  to  the  Channel  is  well  defined  to  the  mariner  by  the  lights 
of  Innistrahull  on  the  Irish  side,  and  the  Rhinns  of  Islay  on  the  Scotch  side,  whil^the 
Mull  of  Cantyre  and  the  lights  on  the  Maiden  Rocks  direct  the  course  toward  the 
Clyde,  and  the  track  between  Portpatrick  and  Donaghadee. 


MINUTE  of  Commission ebs  on  the  above  Report. 

“ And  the  meeting  having  considered  the  same,  they  direct  their  secretaries  to  commit* 
nicate  a copy  to  the  Ballast  Board,  and  to  acquaint  them  that  they  cannot  agree  to  alter 
the  situation  of  the  Mull  of  Cantyre  Light,  nor  to  build  one^upon  Sanna;  but  that  it  is 
their  intention  to  erect  a beacon  of  masonry  upon  Patterson  s Rock,  and  that  they  will 
accelerate  the  execution  of  this  work  to  meet  the  views  of  the  Ballast  Board.” 


CORRESPONDENCE  with  Northern  Light  Commissioners  on  subject  of  proposed 
Light  on  Rathlin  Island. 

Sir,  Ballast  Office,  Dublin,  11  January  1842. 

A letter  has  been  lately  addressed  to  this  Corporation  by  the  Ballast  Board  of  London- 
derry, stating  that  in  consequence  of  various  vessels  being  wrecked  on  the  Island  of  Rathlin, 
they  are  induced  to  beg  attention  as  to  the  utility  of  erecting  a light  on  that  island ; and  it 
is  also  stated  that  reports  have  been  made  to  that  Board  by  masters  of  vessels,  and  particu- 
larly of  steamers,  trading  to  the  Port  of  Derry,  that  not  having  a light  on  this  island,  they 
are  obliged  to  keep  mid-channel,  being  afraid  to  pass  through  the  sound,  and  thereby  they 
lose  the  advantage  of  the  tide,  which  sets  through  this  sound  upwards  of  an  hour  earlier 
than  in  the  channel. 

This  Board,  in  considering  the  subject  to  which  their  attention  has  thus  been  called, 
have  had  reference  to  correspondence  which  took  place  with  the  Northern  Light  Commis- 
sioners in  the  years  1827  and  1828.  From  those  communications  it  appears  that  the  trade 
of  the  Clyde  were  then  urgent  in  their  demands  for  the  removal  of  the  light  on  the  Mull  of 
Cantyre  and  the  erection  of  a lighthouse  on  the  Island  of  Sanna;  but  the  Commissioners 
were  of  opinion  that  if  this  suggestion  were  acceded  to  it  would  be  necessary  to  place  a 
light  on  Rathlin  Island ; and  they  requested  to  be  informed  if  this  Board  would  concur 
with  them  m the  projected  improvement.  To  this  no  objection  was  offered,  but  on  the  con- 
trary, the  Board  entered  fully  into  the  views  of  the  Commissioners,  and  means  were 
even  taken  towards  carrying  the  arrangement  into  effect ; however,  as  the  Commissioners 
did  not  signify  their  intention  to  proceed  with  the  light  on  Sanna,  this  Board  postponed 
the  erection  of  the  light  on  Rathlin;  and  so  the  matter  has  since  rested. 

The  application  to  which  I have  adverted  from  the  Ballast  Office,  Derry,  has  again 
brought  the  subject  under  consideration  ; and  in  referring  to  the  former  correspondence, 
I am  directed  to  beg  that  you  will  lay  this  letter  before  the  Northern  Light  Commissioners, 
and  favour  me,  for  the  information  of  this  Board,  with  their  views  with  respect  to  the 
light  on  the  Mull  of  Cantyre,  or  the  erection  of  a lighthouse  on  Sanna,  should  it  be 
deemed  advisable  to  comply  with  the  suggestion  of  placing  a light  on  the  Island  of  Rathlin. 

I am,  &c. 

C.  Cuningham,  Esq.  (signed)  H.  Verelcer,  Secretary. 


PAPER  delivered  in  by  Mr.  A.  Cuningham,  29  May  1845.  ( Referred  to  in  Q.  2814.) 

Sir,  Trinity  House,  London,  21  February  1844. 

Although  the  committee  of  Elder  Brethren,  by  whom  the  lighthouses  upon  the  coast 
of  Scotland  were  visited  in  the  latter  part  of  the  summer  of  last  year,  made  report  ot  tn®r 
proceedings,  and  observations  thereon,  soon  after  their  return  to  London,  various  cir- 
cumstances have,  until  recently,  prevented  the  Board  from  giving  the  several  subjects 
thereof  that  deliberate  consideration  which  it  was  desirable  they  should  receive,  PI1?1, 10 
any  communication,  consequent  thereupon,  to  the  Commissioners  of  Northern  Ligm* 
houses. 

This  having  now  been  done,  I have  it  in  command  to  request  you  will  express  to  the 
Commissioners  the  satisfaction  of  the  Elder  Brethren  at  being  enabled  to  comniumca 
that  the  lamps,  reflecting,  and  entire  lighting  apparatus  were  found  to  be  in  perfect  a 
efficient  order  throughout  the  lighthouses  in  that  part  of  the  United  Kingdom ; they  * 
however,  under  the  necessity  of  observing,  at  the  same  time,  that  the  condition  0 ^ 
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interior  of  the  towers  is-  not  entitled  to  the  same  commendation  ; these,  with  few  excep-  Appendix,  No.  34. 

tions,  were  damp  and  discoloured,  and  appear  to  have  been  without  the  renewal  of  paint  

or  colour  for  some  considerable  time ; the  oil  cellars,  also,  being  under  ground,  appeared  Paper  delivered  in 
in  general  damp,  and  the  dwellings  of  the  keepers  far  from  clean.  ‘ by  Mr.  Alexander 

ln  connexion  with  these  observations  in  respect  to  the  interior  of  the  towers  and  dwell- 

jogs,  the  Elder  Brethren  are  desirous  of  drawing  the  attention  of  the  Commissioners  to  the  ~ 

circumstance  that,  with  the  exception  of  those  at  the  Bell  Rock  and  Skerryvore,  the 
towers  and  dwellings  at  all  the  lighthouse  establishments  in  Scotland  are  composed  of  dark 
coloured  stone,  and  are,  by  their  consequent  sombre  appearance,  inefficient,  in  most 
instances,  as  beacons  by  day ; and  they  beg  therefore  to  suggest,  for  the  consideration  of 
the  Commissioners,  that  in  all  cases  in  which  the  buildings  are  situate  in  front  of  a rising 
back  land,  the  exterior  of  the  walls,  both  of  the  towers  and  dwellings,  should  be  whitened ; 
the  result  of  this  measure  would  materially  increase  the  utility  of  these  establishments  as 
day  marks,  and  would  accord  with  the  practice  in  similar  cases  both  in  England  and  in 
Ireland. 

In  a communication  which  the  Elder  Brethren  have  directed  to  be  made  to  the  cor- 
poration for  preserving  and  improving  the  port  of  Dublin,  consequent  upon  the  lights  in 
that  part  of  the  United  Kingdom,  the  following  observation  occurs,  of  which  they  deem 
it  necessary  to  apprise  the  Commissioners  ; viz. 

I am  farther  directed  to  request  you  will  draw  the  corporation’s  attention  to  the  advan- 
tageous position  which  Raughlin  Island,  on  the  north  coast  of  the  county  of  Antrim,  pre- 
sents for  a lighthouse  station ; provided  that,  under  previous  arrangement  with  the 
Northern  Commissioners,  the  lighthouse  on  the  Mull,  of  Canty  re  be  removed  to  Sanna 
Island.  This  latter  lighthouse  is,  I am  instructed  to  remark,  from  its  elevated  position, 
frequently  obscured  by  fog;  and  being  placed  on  the  north-west  side  of  the  headland, 
affords  at  present  no  guide  to  vessels  bound  to  the  Clyde.  If,  after  due  communication 
and  arrangements,  these  improvements  should  be  effected,  the  security  of  the  increasing 
trade  from  Liverpool  and  Glasgow,  going  north  about,  would,  it  is  considered,  be  thereby 
promoted. 

In  respect  to  the  proposed  lights  at  Chanonry  and  Cromarty,  I am  directed  to  remark, 
that  within  the  Shutters  of  Cromarty,  a red  light  shown  by  two  reflectors,  would,  the 
Elder  Brethren  consider,  be  of  great  advantage  to  vessels  seeking  shelter  in  gales  of  wind 
from  the  east;  as,  by  keeping  the  red  light  in  sight  after  passing  Tarbetness,  they  would 
pass  to  the  southward  of  those  dangerous  rocks  called  the  King’s  Sons;  and  that,  if  this 
light  were  so  established,  that  at  Chanonry  Point  would  be  unnecessary,  unless  the  local 
trade  of  the  port  of  Inverness  should  be  desirous  of  it,  in  which  case,  a bright  light  from 
two  reflectors,  to  illuminate  26  degrees,  might  prove  useful  in  leading  vessels  up  to  Fort 
George. 

Although  the  catadioptric  principle  for  lighthouse  illumination  has,  in  several  instances, 
been  adopted  by  the  Commissioners,  the  Elder  Brethren  are  desirous  to  draw  their  atten- 
tion to  the  economical  advantages  which  it  possesses  in  certain  cases,  as  affording  ground 
for  its  more  extensive  use  whenever  proper  occasions  for  its  application  may  present  them- 
selves. 

The  Elder  Brethren  are  also  solicitous  to  bring  to  the  notice  of  the  Commissioners  the 
failure  of  the  attempt  which  has  been  made  to  give  a distinctive  character  to  the  light  on  the 
Little  Ross.  This  imperfection  is  considered  to  result  from  the  quick  rotatory  movement 
which  is  given  to  the  12  semi-annular  lenses,  and  the  blaze  of  fixed  light  produced  by  the 
rows  of  mirrors  which  are  placed  both  above  and  below  those  lenses  a combination  which, 
in  thick  or  hazy  weather  causes  the  appearance  of  a fixed,  instead  of  a revolving 

Tight. 

They  likewise  deem  it  necessary  to  request  the  attention  of  the  Commissioners  to  an 
improvement  of  which  their  intermittent  lights  appear  susceptible;  in  these  the  duration 
°f  light  is  2 h minutes,  and  the  obscuration  no  more  than  30  seconds ; this  period  of 
eclipse  is  short ; and  in  certain  states  of  the  atmosphere,  when  a light  may  be  supposed 
Jo  be  occasionally  intercepted  by  floating  mist,  it  may  easily  be  mistaken  for  a permanent 
hght.  Under  this  consideration,  the  Elder  Brethren  would  recommend  that  the  periods 
of  illumination  and  eclipse  might  preferably  be  made  equal.  They  deem  it  also  proper  to 
remark  that,  in  observing  the  effect  of  the  25-inch  reflectors  in  use  at  the  Pentland 
skerries,  the  committee  found  the  period  of  diminution  of  light  when  between  the  focal 
hues  of  two  of  those  reflectors  much  longer  than  when  between  the  same  lines  of  two 
reflectors  of  21  inches  diameter. 

The  Board  has  much  gratification  in  conveying  to  the  Commissioners  the  expression  of 
the  obligation  of  the  committee  for  the  ready  attention  shown  to  them  on  all  occasions  by 
Mr.  Alan  Stevenson,  the  engineer  to  the  Commissioners,  by  whom  they  were  accompanied 
hi  their  voyage  round  the  Scottish  shores. 

I am,  &c. 

(signed)  J.  Herbert. 


0.36. 
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Sir,  Northern  Light  Office,  Edinburgh,  14  Jan.  1842 

I have  to  acknowledge  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  nth  inst.,  on  the  subject  of  a 
light  on  the  Island  of  Rathlin,  and  have  to  acquaint  you  that  the  same  shall  be  laid  before, 
the  Commissioners  of  Northern  Lighthouses  at  their  first  meeting. 

I am,  &c. 

H.  Vereker,  Esq.  (signed)  Alex.  Cuningham,  Joint  Secretarv. 


Sir,  Northern  Light  Office,  Edinburgh,  21  January  1842. 

Referring  to  my  letter  to  you  of  the  14th  current,  I have  now  to  acquaint  you  that 
your  letter  of  the  11th,  calling  the  attention  of  this  Board  to  the  correspondence  which 
took  place  in  1828,  as  to  a light  on  Rathlin  Island,  has  been  laid  before  them;  and  I ain 
directed  to  acquaint  you  that  many  changes  have  taken  place  since  the  date  of  that  cor- 
respondence, and  that  the  Board  are  at  present  commencing  the  erection  of  beacons 
some  of  which  are  on  the  locality  where  lights  were  contemplated  in  the  former  corres- 
pondence, but  they  have  in  the  meanwhile  remitted  to  their  engineer  to  report  to  them 
on  the  whole  subject,  and  I shall  communicate  to  you  the  views  of  the  Board  on  this 
Report  being  received. 

I am,  &c. 

H.  Vereker,  Esq.  (signed)  C.  Cuningham,  Secretarj'. 


Sir,  Northern  Light  Office,  Edinburgh,  29  January,  1842. 

Referring  to  my  letter  to  you  of  the  21st  curreut,  I have  now  to  acquaint  you  that  the 
engineer  has  laid  before  this  Board  a Report  upon  your  communication  of  the  nth 
regarding  a light  on  Rathlin  : I am  directed  to  forward  to  you  enclosed  a copy  of  that 
Report,  and  in  doing  so  I am  to  acquaint  you  that  this  Board  cannot  agree  to  alter  the 
situation  of  the  Mull  of  Cantyre  Lighthouse,  nor  to  build  one  upon  Sanna. 

In  reference  to  the  intentions  of  this  Board  regarding  the  erection  of  beacons  and 
buoys  in  the  Firth  of  Clyde,  I am  further  to  acquaint  you  that  it  is  their  intention  to 
erect  a beacon  of  masonry  upon  Patterson’s  Rocks,  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  Sanna 
and  Cantyre;  and  as  they  are  inclined  to  think  that  this  work  may  in  a great  measure 
meet  the  views  of  your  Corporation,  I am  to  state  that  they  are  ready  to  press  forward  its 
execution  if  that  be  deemed  advisable. 

I am,  8cc. 

H.  Vereker,  Esq.  (signed)  C.  Cuningham. 


84,  George-slreet,  26  January  1842. 

REPORT  by  the  Engineer  relative  to  the  removal  of  the  Mull  of  Cantyre  Lighthouse, 

the  erection  of  a Lighthouse  on  the  Island  of  Sanna,  and  another  on  Rathlin  Island. 

Agreeably  to  the  remit  from  the  Bell  Rock  Committee,  of  date  the  19th  current,  the 
engineer  has  examined  and  reconsidered  the  various  documents  formerly  drawn  in  relation 
to  the  removal  of  the  Mull  of  Cantyre  Lighthouse,  and  the  erection  of  a lighthouse  upon 
the  Island  of  Sanna,  and  also  as  to  the  placing  of  a light  on  the  Island  of  Rathlin  by  the 
Irish  Lighthouse  Board,  as  alluded  to  in  the  communication  from  that  body  of  the  llth 
current.  These  various  topics  the  engineer  will  notice  as  follows  : 

Cantyre  Lighthouse. 

It  will  be  recollected  that  the  proposal  to  remove  the  lighthouse  from  the  Mull  of 
Cantyre  to  the  Island  of  Sanna,  which  is  situated  about  five  or  six  miles  from  the  position 
of  the  present  lighthouse  towards  the  south-east,  and  is  not  in  view  of  it,  was  consequent 
upon  the  melancholy  loss  of  the  fine  ship  Christiana,  of  Glasgow,  in  December  1825,  on 
Patterson’s  Rock,  near  Sanna,  when  all  hands  perished.  It  was  understood  that  this  ship, 
being  outward-bound  in  very  bad  weather,  had  given  the  Maiden  or  Hulin  Rocks,  lying 
on.  Larne,  too  great  a berth,  and  was  carried  down  upon  Sanna  ; but  since  1827,  when  the 
subject  was  first  brought  forward,  lights  have  been  erected  on  the  Maiden  Rocks,  which 
Uire  m „ S'^atest  importance  to  the  navigation  of  the  North  Channel,  particularly  between 
the  Mull  of  Cantyre  and  Rathlin.  Since  that  time  also  the  Mull  of  Cantyre  and  Pladda 
Lighthouse  have  been  greatly  improved,  and  this  portion  of  the  coast  is  now  much  better 
protected  than  formerly. 

It  may  be  noticed  that  the  Mull  of  Cantyre  Lighthouse  was  one  of  the  stations  named 
in  the  original  Act  of  Parliament  constituting  this  Board.  From  its  position  it  forms  an 
excellent  guide  for  ships  passing  through  the  North  Channel  from  the  Western  Ocean;  an 
object  of  the  greatest  importance,  and  one  which  could  not  be  served  by  a light  on 
banna,  which  would  in  that  direction  be  hid  from  view  by  the  hi°-h  land  of  Cantyre. 
Moreover,  as  the  strongest  tides  run  on  the  Cantyre  side  of  the  Channel,  the  Scotch  side 
is  much  more  traversed  by  shipping  than  the  Irish  side. 

As  formerly  noticed  by  the  engineer,  it  is  further  to  be  considered  that  there  is  great 
danger  in  the  removal  of  an  established  sea  light.  Cantyre  Lighthouse  is  introduced 
into  all  charts,  both  British  and  Foreign;  and  under  all  circumstances,  he  is  of  opinion 
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that  it  would  not  be  advisable  to  remove  the  lighthouse  from  the  Mull  of  Cantyre.  In  Appendix,  No.  34. 

stating  this  opinion,  he  would  not  be  understood  as  implying,  that  were  the  positions  of  

the  lights  on  this  coast  now  to  be  determined  for  the  first  time,  a different  arrangement  Correspondence 
mieht  not  be  entered  into  by  the  two  Boards.  relating  to  a Light 

5 on  Rathlin  Island 

in  1842. 

Sanna.  , 

A light  on  the  Island  of  Sanna  itself  would  be  a considerable  convenience,  both  to 
coasting  and  outward-bound  vessels,  though  it  could  not  be  erected  in  such  a way  as  to 
be  generally  useful  on  any  point  nearer  than  about  a mile  from  Patterson’s  Rock.  The 
subject  of  a secondary  light  on  Sanna  has  long  been  under  the  notice  of  the  Board  ; but 
since  the  erection  of  lights  upon  the  Maiden  Rocks,  and  the  improvement  of  Pladda, 
tofether  with  the  intention  of  erecting  a beacon  upon  Patterson’s  Rock,  this  measure 
can  hardly  be  said  at  present  to  press  much  upon  the  attention  of  the  Board.  It  would 
certainly,  in  any  point  of  view,  be  too  great  a sacrifice  to  remove  Cantyre  Lighthouse  for 
this  object. 


Rathlin. 

The  erection  of  a lighthouse  on  Rathlin  Island,  on  the  Irish  side  of  the  passage 
between  that  island  and  the  Mull  of  Cantyre,  would,  in  many  instances,  be  found  useful 
to  the  general  trade  of  the  North  Channel  in  connexion  with  Cantyre  Light;  but  the 
adoption  of  this  measure  should  stand  upon  its  own  merits,  and  should  be  irrespective  of 
any  alteration  on  the  Scotch  side.  It  should  rest  with  the  trade  to  say  whether,  in  the 
present  state  of  the  North  Channel  in  regard  to  sea  lights,  this  measure  be  called  for. 
Toward  the  west  the  entrance  of  the  Channel  is  well  defined  to  the  mariner,  by  the  lights 
of  Innistrahull  on  the  Irish  side,  and  the  Rhinns  of  Islay  on  the  Scotch  side ; while  the 
Mull  of  Cantyre,  and  the  lights  on  the  Maiden  Rocks,  direct  the  course  toward  the 
Clyde,  and  the  track  between  Portpatrick  and  Donaghadee. 


A RETURN  of  the  Amount  of  Tonnage  on  which  Light  Duties  have  been  paid  to  the 
Commissioners  of  Northern  Lighthouses,  on  Voyages  between  the  Ports  of  London, 
and  Aberdeen,  and  Dundee  respectively,  distinguishing  the  Amount  of  such  Light  Dues  paid 
by,  and  the  Tonnage  of,  Steam  Vessels  and  Sailing  Vessels  respectively,  for  the  Five  Years, 
1840  to  1844,  both  inclusive. 


Appendix,  No.  35. 

Tonnage  on  which 
Light  Duties  were 
charged  &c.  from 
1840  to  1844. 


STEAM  VESSELS. 

SAILING  VESSELS. 

| Tonnage. 

[ Amount.  | 

Tonnage. 

Amount. 

Voyages  from  London  to  Aberdeen : 

In  the  year  1840  - - - - 

— 1841  - 

— 1842  - - - - 

— 1843  - - - 

— 1844  - 

Voyages  from  London  to  Dundee : 

In  the  year  1840  - 

— ■ 1841  - 

— 1 842  - 

— 1843  - 

— 1844  - 

Voyages  from  Aberdeen  to  London  : 

In  the  year  1840  - - - . j 

— 1841  - 

— 1842  - 

— 1843  - I 

1844  - 

17,396 

20,970 

28,308 

28,054 

31,973 

£■  s.  d. 

144  19  4 
174  15  - 
235  18  - 
233  15  8 

266  8 10 

9,951 

9,912 

10,418 

9,508 

7U91 

£.  s.  d. 

86  18  3 

87  18  9 
92  10  2£ 
85  14  34 
66  16  5 

126,701 

1,055  16  10 

46,980 

419  17  10 

23,667  j 
23,643  1 

23,673  1 
23,622  j 
24,060 

147  18  4j 

147  15  44 

147  19 
147  12  9 
151  9 6 

7,222 

7.793 

7.794 
10,675 

9,98.5  : 

45  2 10 
48  14  2 
48  14  3 
66  14  74 
63  18  3 

118,665 

742  15  iJ 

43,468 

>73  4 h 

18,349 

20,609 

28,108 

27,130 

33,744 

152  18  a 
171  14  10 
234  4 8 
226  1 8 
281  4 - 

21,371 

29,947 

30,342 

32,747 

25,421 

183  6 5 
249  4 5 
252  17  - 
263  9 2 
211  19  4 

127,940 

1,066  3 4 j 

139,828 

1,160  16  4 

0.36. 
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STEAM  VESSELS.  ; 

SAILING  VESSELS. 

Tonnage  on  which 
Light  Duties  were 

Tonnage. 

Amount.  ' 

Tonnage. 

j Ainoant. 

charged,  &c.  from 

1840  to  1844.  Voyages  from  Dundee  to  London: 

In  the  year  1840  .... 

— 1841  .... 

— 184s  - 

— 1843  .... 

— 1844  - - - J 

23,858  ' 
24,048  , 
24,072  : 

24,036 
24,066 

£.  S.  d. 

H9  3 3 
150  6 - 

150  9 - 
15°  4 6 

151  10  9 

1 °,974 
u,53<5 
9>275 
13,791 
10,869 

vi  g 

120,080 

751  12  6 

06,445 

352  19  3 

Note. — It  is  proper  that  the  Committee  who  ordered  the  annexed  return  should  be  aware  that  the 
Commissioners  of  Northern  Lighthouses  keep  no  separate  account  of  the  Light  Duties  received  fi-nm 
steam  vessels  and  from  sailing  vessels.  om 

The  mode  in  which  the  return  has  been  prepared  was,  to  request  the  collectors  at  the  several 
ports  mentioned  in  the  return  to  mark,  on  the  respective  years’  accounts,  which  of  the  vessels  ne7 
forming  the  voyages  indicated  were  steam  vessels.  In  performing  this  duty,  the  collectors  had 
nothing  but  local  knowledge  and  memory  to  guide  them ; and  it  is  from  information  thus  supnlied 
that  the  Commissioners  have  been  enabled  to  prepare  the  return.  w 

While  the  Commissioners  have  used  every  exertion,  from  sources  within  then-  control  to  secure 
accuracy,  they  have  mentioned  the  above  circumstances,  in  order  that  the  Committee  may  iudse 
how  far  the  return  affords  any  data  on  which  to  found  accurate  results.  1 J 8 

By  order  of  the  Commissioners  of  Northern  Lighthouses, 

9 June  1845.  (signed)  Alex.  Cimingham, 

Joint  Secretary. 


Appendix,  No.  36, 

Light  Dues  levied 
by  the  Northern 
Lights  in  1843. 


LIGHT  DUEto  levied  by  the  Northern  Lights  in  1843,  divided  into  the  Amount 
received  from  the  Coasting  Trade,  and  from  the  Oversea  Trade  ; distinguishing  the 
Amount  paid  by  the  Foreign  Ships  and  the  Amount  paid  by  British  Ships. 


Year  1848 : 

Br.  I.  Gross  amount  of  duties  received  - 

II.  Received  of  above  duties  from  coasting  trade 
Ditto  - - ditto  from  oversea  trade 


III.  Received  of  above  duties  from  foreign  ships  - 
Ditto  - - ditto  from  British  ships  - 


By  order  of  the  Commissioners  of  Northern 
Edinburgh,  30  June  1845. 


I £.  s.  d. 

43,840  5 9 

27,743  9 - 

10,096  16  9 

£. 

43,840  5 9 

4,495  15  9 

39,344  10  - 

£. 

43,840  5 9 

Lighthouses, 

Alex.  Cuningham,  Joint  Secretary. 


Appendix,  No.  37. 

Comparison  of  the 
Amount  of  Light 
Dues  received  in 
1831  to  1833,  and 
1841  to  1843. 


-RETURN  showing  Net  Amount  of  Ik,,  Does  received  by  the  Commissioners  of  the  Northern 
Lighthouses  in  the  undermentioned  Years. 


YEAR. 

| NET  AMOUNT. 

j TEAR. 

NET  AMOUNT. 

INCREASE. 

Net  amount  received 
in 
Ditto 

Ditto  - - - I 

Total 

1831  i 

1832  I 

1833 

Increase  c 

£.  s.  d. 

32,979  8 11 
32,760  11  1 

33,675  11  5 

>f  Light  Dues  in  th 

£.  s.  d.  j 

1841  ! 43,436  3 4 

1842  | 38,765  5 10  ! 

1843  | 41,574  9 4 | 

e latter  periods  - - - £. 

£.  s.  d. 

10,456  14  5 
6,004  14  9 
7,898  17  11 

•24,360  7 1 

By  order  of  the  Commissioners  of  Northern  Lighthouses, 

Northern  Light  Office,  Edinburgh,!  „ . . , 

9 August  1845,  f Claud  Russel ^ Accountant. 
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LIST  of  the  Pnblic  and  Private  or  Local  Lights,  on  the  Coast  of  Scotland  and  the 
Isle  of  Man. 


Public  Lights  (under  direction 

Inchkeith. 

Isle  of  May. 

Bell  Rock. 

Girdleness. 

Buchanness. 

Kinnairdhead. 

Tarbetness. 

Pentland  Skerries. 

Start  Point. 

Sumburghhead. 

Dunnethead. 

Cape  Wrath. 

Note.— The  number  of  stations  as  above 
all  29  Lightrooms  or  Lanterns- 


Northern  Lights  Commissioners). 

Island  Giass. 

Barrahead. 

Skerry  vore. 

Lismore. 

Rhins  of  Islay. 

Mull  of  Can  tyre. 

Pladda. 

Corsewall. 

Mull  of  Galloway. 

Little  Ross. 

Point  of  Avre. 

Calf  of  Man. 

24;  and  five  of  them  being  double,  give  in 


44  Private  or  Local  Lights.  Scotland. 


Saturness  Light. 

Bampoint,  or  Annanfoot. 

Garliestown. 

Portpatrick  Harbour  Light. 

Ayr  Harbour  Lights. 

Troon  Harbour  Light. 

Ardrossan  Harbour  Light. 

Cumbrae  Light. 

Toward  Light. 

Clough  Light. 

Greenock  Harbour  Light. 

Port  Glasgow  Harbour  Light. 

Bowling  Bay  Harbour  Light. 

Glasgow  or  Broomielaw  Quay  Light. 
North  Perch  Light. 

Long  Dyke  Light. 

Auchinleck  Light. 

Campbeltown  Harbour  Light. 

Port  Ellen  Light. 

Stornaway  Harbour  (tower  erected,  but 
no  Light).. 

Kirkwall  Harbour  Light. 

Wick  (only  during  fishing  season). 


Banff  Harbour  Light. 

Macduff  Harbour  Light. 

Frasersburgh  (during  fishing  season). 
Peterhead  (during  fishing  season,  or 
occasionally  at  tide  time). 

Aberdeen. 

Aberdeen  Harbour  Lights. 

Stonehaven  Harbour  Light. 

Montrose  Harbour  Lights. 

Arbroath  Harbour  Light. 

Buttonness  Lights. 

South  Ferryness  Lights. 

Dundee  Harbour  Lights. 

Dundee  Ferry  Lights. 

Fisherrow  (at  tide-time  occasionally). 
Leith  Harbour  Light. 

Newhaven  Harbour  Light. 

Granton  Pier  Light. 

Kinghorn  Harbour  Light. 

Burntisland  Harbour  Light. 
Queensferry  Lights. 

Grangemouth  (discontinued). 

Berwick  Harbour  Light. 


Isle  of  Man, 

Ramsay  Harbour  Light. 

Bouglas  Head  Light. 

Douglas  Harbour  Light. 

Derbyhaven  Harbour  Light. 


7 Lights. 

Castletown  Harbour  Light. 
Port  le  Marie  Light 
Peel  Harbour  Light. 


Alan  Stevenson, 

Edinburgh,  5 August  1845  EnSineer  t0  Commissioners  of  the  Northern  Lights.. 


0.36, 
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Appendix,  No.  38. 

Local  Lights  on 
the  Coast  of  Scot- 
land and  the  Isle 
of  Man  in  1845-. 
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Appendix,  No.  39. 

Extracts  from  a 
Report,  &c. 


EXTRACTS  from’a  Report  of  the  Deputy  Master  and  Committee  of  the  Elder  Brethren 
of  the  Trinity  House ; viz. 

Captain  J.  H.  Pelly,  Deputy  Master;  Captain  James  Young,  Captain  Andrew  Tim- 
brell,  Captain  Alexander  Weynton,  Captain  Charles  Weller ; so  far  as  the  said 
Report  relates  to  their  Inspection  of  tne  Lighthouses,  &c.  upon  the  Coasts  of 
Scotland.  Dated  1st  November  1836. 


The  Court  having  approved  of  the  communication  which  the  Deputy  Master  made  of 
his  intention  to  proceed  in  the  Vestal  steam-yacht,  accompanied  by  the  Brethren  above- 
named,  on  a voyage  of  inspection  of  the  lighthouses  in  Scotland,  and  on  various  subjects 
relating  to  the  lighthouse  and  pilotage  services  upon  the  coast  of  England,  the  Deputy 
Master  and  ElderBrethren  before  named  beg  to  report  that  they  embarked  at  Blackball  oa 
Friday  the  9th  day  of  September,  proceeded  down  the  river,  and,  having  accomplished  their 
Mull  of  Galloway,  voyage  to  Greenock,  on  reaching  the  Mull  of  Galloway,  visited  the  lighthouse  establish- 
ment thereat,  and  found  it  in  most  excellent  order.  There  is  a very  good  wharf  at  the 
bottom  of  the  bay,  at  East  Tarbet,  and  from  it  a good  road  to  the  lighthouse. 

On  Monday,  the  26th  September,  went  up  by  steam-boat  to  Glasgow,  and  there  met 
Mr.  Robert  Stevenson,  the  engineer  to  the  Northern  Lighthouse  Commissioners:  he  had 
brought  with  him  Mr.  Soutar,  the  master  of  the  light  tender,  who  had  been  appointed  to 
attend  us  on  our  route.  Mr.  Stevenson  said  he  had  come  prepared  to  accompany  us  him- 
self, if  his  services  would  be  agreeable,  and  which  we  accepted.  It  should  have  been 
Pladda;  Cumbrae;  observed  that  the  lights,  on  the  Saturday  night  when  entering  the  Frith,  on  Pladda,  Cum- 
Toward  Point.  brae,  and  Toward  Point,  were  very  brilliant,  but  at  the  former  establishment  there  appeared 
not  to  be  sufficient  lamps  and  reflectors  to  fill  the  circle. 


Plad  da. 

Mull  of  Cantyre. 


Rhins  of  Islay. 


Skerryvore. 


Barra  Head. 


Ardnamurchan 

Point. 

Lismore. 

Island  Glass. 

Dunnet  Head. 
Pentland  Skerries. 
Start. 


Tarbetness. 

Cromarty. 

King’s  Sons. 
Tarbetness. 
Halliman’s  Scares. 


At  noon  on  Tuesday,  the  27th  of  September,  visited  the  lights  on  Pladda,  and,  passiug 
between  the  Island  of  'Sauna  and  the  Mull  of  Cantyre,  landed  at  a quarter  past  two,  imme- 
diately under  the  lighthouse  at  the  Mull,  which  we  were  enabled  to  do  from  the  calmuess 
of  the  weather  and  the  smoothness  of  the  water;  the  usual  landing-place  is  at  Campbel- 
town, seven  miles  distant.  These  are  both  very  new  establishments.  It  has  been  pro- 
posed to  erect  a light  on  the  Island  of  Sanna,  but  it  does  not  appear  to  us  to  be  requisite, 
there  being  one  on  the  Mull,  which  answers  all  general  purposes;  it  might  have  been  a 
question,  had  there  not  been  one  there,  which  of  these  situations  would  have  been  the 
preferable.  At  half-past  seven  anchored  in  Lough  Lindall ; in  going  in  saw  the  light  on 
the  Rhins  of  Islay.  The  effect  as  a revolving  light,  and  as  described  in  the  Schedule,  was 
very  good.  On  the  morning  of  Wednesday  visited  it,  landing  at  a wharf  in  a small  bay- 
near  the  lighthouse.  The  day  being  very  fine  and  calm,  and  water  smooth,  steered  for  the 
Skerryvore  Rocks,  and  at  two  p.  m.  saw  the  largest  bearing-  N.  J E.  about  two  miles,  and 
at  twenty  minutes  past  landed  on  it.  A lighthouse  no  doubt  can  be  built  here  without 
difficulty,  as  it  is  sufficiently  large  and  high  for  the  workmen  to  remain  on  the  rock;  a 
shed  of  things  left  there  last  year  remains  on  the  rock.  The  Skerryvores  form  a very  dan- 
gerous reef  \ but  the  ledge  which  lies  about  three  miles  to  the  westward,  one  rock  of  which 
is  only  visible,  and  that  at  half-tide,  presents  the  greatest  danger.  Mr.  Stevenson  sur- 
veyed the  whole  last  year,  and  permitted  a copy  to  be  taken  from  his  survey,  which 
accompanies  this  Report.  By  it  the  Court  will  see  their  situation  is  very  incorrectly  laid 
down  in  the  charts,  and  they  will  likewise  see  the  whole  of  the  dangers  from  the  Island  ot 
Tiree  to  the  western  extremity.  The  Commissioners  are  making  preparation  for  the  erection 
of  alighthouse  on  the  largest  Skerryvore, and  it  is  probable  that  ere  long  the  Court  wdlhe 
called  on  for  an  opinion  on  the  subject.  At  seven  p.  m.  anchored  under  Barra  Head,  the 
light  bearing  W.  I N. ; the  night  being  beautiful,  visited  it,  and  returned  on  board  by  eleven 
o’clock.  The  temperature  of  the  lantern  is  maintained  in  the  winter  at  this  establishmen 
by  pipes  supplied  with  hot  water. 

On  Thursday  we  visited  Ardnamurchan  Point,  where  it  is  contemplated  to  erect  a light- 
house, and  which  no  doubt  would  be  beneficial  to  the  coasting  trade  entering  the  Soun 
of  Mull  and  Coll.  Went  to  Oban,  completed  our  coals,  and  on  Friday  and  Saturday  visite 
the  Lismore  and  Island  Glass  establishments,  and  reached  Stornoway  by  night ; rematne 
there  during  Sunday,  blowing  a gale  with  much  rain.  Leaving  our  anchorage  earjy 
Monday,  passed  Cape  Wrath,  without  visiting  that  establishment.  In  the  evening  vtsi  e 
the  light  on  Dunnet  Head,  and  anchored  in  Long  Hope;  and  in  the  course  of  t“e.  wee 
visited  Stromness,  and  the  light  establishment  at  Pentland  Skerries,  (here  the  lighthouse 
are  much  too  close  together  to  be  of  any  use  as  leading  lights,)  next  that  on  the  Star  > 
which  is  the  most  ordinary  of  the  whole  establishment ; it  is  on  an  old  tower.  The  ig 
used  to  be  on  the  North  Ronaldsha,  and  it  is  a question  whether  it  was  a judicious  reinov.- 
The  point  011  which  it  is  erected  is  the  most  eastern  point  of  Orkney,  and  the  land  01 
and  the  adjoining  coast  is  very  low.  It  is  in  contemplation  to  rebuild  this  hgj 1 t 

on  a larger  scale,  should  it  be  determined  to  keep  the  light  at  the  Start  Point.  ”e 
visited  Tarbetness  and  the  fine  harbour  of  Cromarty,  where  a harbour  light  would  e j 
useful,  as  would  a beacon  on  the  King’s  Sons. 

We  left  this  harbour  at  half-past  two  a.m.  to  be  off  HaHiraan’s  Scares  ®ra 

betness  exhibiting  a very  good  light.  The  Commissioners  have  been  solicited  to  e _ 
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light  on  the  coast  in  tins  neighbourhood,  which  is  quite  unnecessary ; but  a beacon  on  these  Appendix,  No.  30. 

locks,  and  a small  baht  on  the  pier  of  a bad  harbour,  might  be  useful  to  the  fishing  boats  . 

Visited  the  light  on  Kmnaird  Head  ; it  should  be  called  a Ness;  the  land  about  it  is  low,  KinnairU 
ns  is  all  the  land  to  the  S.  E.  Buchanness  was  the  next  we  inspected,  and  we  got  into 
Aberdeen  for  the  night.  In  the  morning,  before  leaving  the  harbour,  visited  Girdleness.  Girdleuess 
We  much  question  the  utility  of  the  two  lights  in  one  tower  at  this  establishment.  When 
we  reached  the  Bell  Rock,  we  were  detained  several  hours  for  the  tide,  (as  till  near  low  Bell  Rock, 
water  you  cannot  land) ; having  inspected  it  in  going  up  the  Frith  of  Forth,  took  parti- 
cular notice  of  the  light  on  the  Isle  of  May,  which  has  been  recently  changed  for  a dioptric  Isle  of  May. 
light;  it  was  a good  steady  light,  but  did  not  appear  to  us  better  than  from  a single  para- 
bola, but  it  was  raining  hard,  and  a fresh  wind.  On  approaching  Inchkeith,  where  a lens  Inchkeith 
light  of  the  second  order  has  been  recently  placed,  it  was  most  brilliant,  much  more  so 
than  is  required  in  that  situation;  we  visited  it  the  next  morning,  and  found  it  as  just 
mentioned,  of  the  second  order,  having  only  seveu  lenses,  with  the  four  concentric  wick 
lamps ; the  focal  distance  is  of  course  less : the  correction  is  effected  in  the  making  of 
the  lens*  We  then  went  to  Edinburgh,  where  we  met  several  of  the  Commissioners,  who 
expressed  their  readiness  to  co-operate  with  the  Corporation,  and  their  satisfaction  at  the 
Act  which  had  been  passed  this  Session. 


At  two  o’clock  p.  m.  on  Monday,  the  loth  October,  left  the  harbour,  accompanied  by 
Mr.  Stevenson,  to  inspect  the  light  on  the  Isle  of  May,  which  we  reached  at  hall-past  five.  Isle  of  May. 
and  landed.  The  temporary  light  was  the  same  that  had  been  removed  from  Inchkeith  ; 
in  the  lantern  were  two  circles  of  reflectors,  ll  in  each;  and  in  the  new  lighthouse  a 
French  fixed  lens  light,  with  four  tiers  of  looking  glasses  below  and  seven  above,  with  24 
in  each  tier,  fitted  exactly  in  the  same  way  as  ours  at  the  Start ; the  lantern  is  rather  small, 
being  only  11  feet  6 inches,  but  the  establishment  is  of  the  first  order.  Arranged  with 
Mr.  Stevenson  to  have  all  the  Argand  lamps  lighted  in  the  direction  between  S.  and  S.  E. ; 
and  at  seven  took  our  leave  ol  Mr.  Stevenson ; went  on  board,  and  steered  S.  S.  E., 
keeping  the  new  light,  which  was  the  highest,  open  to  the  west  of  the  low,  and  continued 
that  course  till  it  could  no  longer  be  seen  from  the  deck,  which  was  at  45  minutes  past 
nine.  During  the  whole  time  that  the  lights  were  visible  together,  which  was  till  five 
minutes  past  nine,  when  the  low  light  was*  put  cut  (we  having  given  directions  that  it 
need  not  be  kept  lighted  more  than  an  hour  and  a half  after  we  left  the  island),  they  were 
so  exactly  alike  that  it  was  almost  impossible  to  discern  any  difference;  if  there  was  any, 
we  thought  the  light  from  the  reflector  rather  the  largest/ that  from  the  refractor  rather 
the  whitest. 


We  cannot  quit  this  last  establishment,  under  the  direction  of  the  Commissioners  of  Establishments 
the  Northern  Lighthouses,  without  expressing  our  unqualified  approbation  (and  hardly  generally, 
without  exception,  for  there  were  but  two  that  were  inferior  to  the  rest)  of  the  high  order 
in  which  we  found  the  different  establishments  ; every  department  in  each  very  clean,  books 
well  kept,  an  uniform  system  of  management  throughout;  the  reflectors,  lamps,  and  ma- 
chinery of  the  best  materials,  and  kept  in  the  best  order;  the  buildings  substantial,  the 
cellaring  good,  accommodation  at  each  for  the  visiting  officer,  and  likewise  for  any 
mechanics  that  may  he  employed  on  repairs;  in  fact,  very  much  to  approve,  and  but  little 
on  which  there  can  be  a difference  of  opinion.  On  some  few  points,  particularly  as  to 
placing  some  of  the  reflectors,  we  think  there  might  be  an  alteration  for  the  better.  We 
spoke  to  Mr.  Stevenson  (to  whom  the  detail  is  entirely  entrusted),  and  he  will  rectify  Mr.  Stevenson  (en- 
■them.  Of  this  officer  we  cannot  speak  too  highly ; we  think  him  most  efficient  in  every  gineer.) 
department  under  his  charge,  and  we  can  speak  confidently  of  the  zeal  evinced  by  him 
during  the  fortnight  he  was  with  us.  It  would  be  an  act  of  injustice  if  we  did  not  likewise  Soutar  (master 
express  our  sense  of  the  orderly,  correct,  and  good  conduct  of  Mr.  Soutar,  the  master  of  of  the  tender.) 
the  tender,  who  accompanied  us,  and  of  his  complete  knowledge  of  the  coasts  and  harbours, 
and  the  efficient  manner  in  which  he  piloted  us  in  Scotland. 


Trinity  House,  London,! 
28  April  1845.  J 


(E.  E.) 


J.  Herbert,  Secretary. 


Decembe  a ^description,  see  Mr.  A.  Stevenson’s  Report  to  Northern  Commissioners,  dated  18th 


O.36. 
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RETURN  of  the  Number  of  Lighthouses  in  1834,  and  t’ne  Number  of  Liohtkouses  in  1845,  stating  the  Date  of  Erection  of  ea-h 


RETURN  of  the  Corporation  for  Prsmi-? 


LIGHTHOUSES,  31  Dec.  1844. 

Date  when 

1 8 3 4, 

1 8 3 5.  - . 

Lighthouses,  1834. 

Lighthouses  since 
1834. 

Lighted. 

Ordinary. 

Repairs, 

Building. 

Total. 

Ordinary. 

Repairs, 

£.  s. 

d. 

£.  s. 

rf. 

£.  s. 

d. 

£.  s. 

d. 

£.  s. 

Ardglass 

145  - 

8 

145  - 

8 

Arranmore 

Ardglass,  New 

Pier  head  and  lighthouse  carried  away  27  Nov.  1838. 

— 

Arran  Island  - 

163  15 

403  15 

S 

Balbriggan  - 

182  15 

2 

182  15 

2 

Carlingford  - 

Bearhaven  - 
Belfast  Lough 

In  progress  - 
Ballast  Office 

Corporation,  Belfast 

2 

~ 

CIS  16 

2 

50  - 

608  16 

2 

Carlingford  Lough  - 
Cape  Clear  - 

225  18 

2 

225  18 

2 

259  1 

398  19 

2 

105  G 

6 

7 

110  - 2 

Charles  Tort  - 

107  10 

Clare  Island  - 

525  5 

3 

106  15 

6 

632  - 

9 

Cork  ... 

.... 

- 

310  4 

8 

43  10 

S 

353  14 

11 

278  8 

Copeland 

511  10 

7 

511  10 

7 

Crookhaven  • 

1 Aug.  1843 

Conyngbeg  Rock  - 

Dunmore 

Castlepoint,  Broadhaven 

... 

156  19 

fi 

Duncannon  Fort 

. 

98  10 

S 

98  10 

8 

103  0 

6 

Duncannon  - 

1 June  1838 

. 

177  16 

8 

Donaghadee 

1 Mar.  1836 

- 

4 2 

6 

4 2 

C 

94  6 10 

Deny  ... 
Drogheda 
Eagle  Island 

1 Dec.  1837 

. 

530  14 

6 

530  14 

6 

1 Mar.  1842 

Hovrth  Bayly  » 

29  Sept.  1835 

6,470  4 

2 

0,470  4 

2 

360  4 

8 

164  5 

5 

524  10 

493  17 

Howth  Pier  - 

. 

230  13 

7 

. 

. 

. 

239  13 

7 

252  - 

7 

Hook  ... 

... 

537  8 

3 

. 

704  16 

Innishgort 

.... 

101  16  10 

Innistrahul  - 

541  4 

1 

541  4 

1 

535  12 

Kinsale  - 

.... 

_ 

Kilkadraane  • 

. 

260  - 

_ 

21  17 

_ 

281  17 

_ 

291  17  10 

Killybegs 

425  12 

8 

_ 

90S  10 

2 

452  11 

127  12  C 

Killybegs  Harbour 

Kingstown  - 

1 Oct.  1841 

Loughswilly  - 

Kish  Bank  . 

In  progress  - 

227  6 

8 

“ 

594  11 

236  4 

3 

150  15  1 

Loophead 

421  16 

7 

421  16 

7 

418  19 

9 

Maiden  Rocks 

1 Feb.  1839 

391  10 

10 

... 

1,015  3 10 

242  12  7 

Mutton  Island 

319  16  11 

North  Wall  - 

8 

180  9 

1 

Poolbeg 

468  7 11 

South  Roek  • 

Rock-a-Bill  - 
Rathlin  O’Beirne  - 

Postponed  - 
In  progress  - 

‘ 7 

’ 

I 

391  13 

1 

226  3 

6 

617  16 

6 

458  2 

7 

200  - - 

Slyne  Head  - 

914  2 

2 

1,101  14 

6 

1,182  15 

7 

1 Nov.  1836 

5,717  18 

2 

5,717  IS 

2 

Sligo  ... 

1 June  1835 

2,196  2 

8 

Tusker  Rock  - 

St.  John’s  Point  - 

1 May  1844 

- 

650  14 

2 

Tory  Island  - 

- 

6 

754  6 

1 

Tarbert  - 

Valentia 

1 Feb.  1841 

326  12 

9 

; - 

509  18 

6 

836  11 

3 

300  - 

Wicklow  » 

... 

99  4 

779  8 

General  Account  lighthouse  stores  - 

Supply  lighthouse  tender  * • • 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Light  ships: 

I 

Star  ... 
Seagull 

I Three  stations,"] 
Vandone  extra  ship. 

3,086  13 

1 

3,086  IS 

1 

3,961  6 

2 

“ Welcome”  ten-' 
der  and  stores 
Sundry  requisites  - 
Buoys  and  beacons  - 

stores,  and  tender  J 

90  6 

- 

. - 

90  6 
360  16 

1 

313  9 

8 

Salaries 

1,068  8 

8 

Pensions  and  other' 
charities  - -j 

. . . . 

- - 

195  6 

4 

Law  charges  - 

190  10 

7 

All  other  charges  - 

. 

035  14 

0 

£. 

16,061  4 

6 

— 

8,017 

11 

-7 

18,421  19 

6 

£. 

891  3 

8 

38,020  5 

In  the  year  1834,  30  lighthouses  and  light  ships.  Since  1834,  21  lighthouses  erected  or  lighted. 
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e 1834,  and  the  Expense  incurred  in  each  Year  for  each  Light,  and  th 


sad  Improving  the  Port  of  Dublin. 


aggregate  Sum  expended  on  each  Light. 


227  12 

119  1 
478  18 


2,445  - 5 
5,435  18  10 


5,435  18  10 
493  17  4 
252  - 7 
704  16  8 
306  10  3 
535  12  5 
639  11  4 
291  17  10 
580  3 11 
190  3 6 


418  19  9 
,101  14  9 
1,257  16  5 
319  16  11 


1,382  15  7 
4,802  17  10 
2,640  11  5 


Ordinary.  Repairs.  Building.  Total. 


£.  s.  d. 
168  9 1 

210  4 0 

483  - 5 
157  17  3 


612  16  1 
207  13  1 
488  11  7 
110  1 l 
396  9 10 
302  5 2 
490  2 9 


178  10 
517  19 
510  17 
272  15 
528  2 


3,961  0 2 1 2,131  10  9 
154  6 4 


313  9 8 
,108  4 - 
1,684  9 _ 
177  19  2 


753  7 10 


41,233  S 11 


34  17  7 
2,208  1 8 


612  10 
207  13 
588  11 


365  17  7 
237  11  - 
654  10  5 
255  17  9 
517  19  4 
690  9 11 
272  15  8 

1,657  14  11 


The  ordinary  expenses  of : 


703  10 
300  12 
409  4 


1,290  17  8 
309  2 1 
211  9 4 
030  5 11 


154  6 4 
868  6 5 

1,278  9 4 


2,655  13  3 
585  - 1 


Building, 


1,612  18  3 
) 16  4 


503  3 10 
543  17  10 
284  10  9 


102  18  5 
920  12  8 
334  9 4 
571  0 10 


166  5 5 
103  18  5 
1,612  18  3 
310  12  3 
5,920  16  4 

3,450  10  4 
485  15  7 
288  IS  11 


r 14  n 
L - 4 
i 17  10 


'2,055  33  & 


10,601  5 9 - 

- 1,702  3 8 


maintaining  lighthouses  vary  with  the  fluctuations  in  the  prices  of  oil  and  other  materials. 

4 ® 4 ( continued )> 
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LIGHTHOUSES,  31  Dec.  18-14. 


Date  when 
Lighted. 


1 8 3 8. 

I 8 3 9.  - 

Ordinary. 

Repairs. 

Building. 

I 

Total. 

Ordinary. 

Repairs. 

£.  s.  d. 

£.  s.  d. 

£.  «.  d. 

£.  s.  d. 

£.  j.  d. 

£.  «.  i 

176  3 6 

176  3 6 

124  5 1 

43  2 S: 

J.  . . 

,345  6 

,345  6 - 

- 

- 

J 

99  3 8 

. 

09  3 8 

470  16  4 

249  5 1 

720  1 5 

535  12  3 

230  3 2 

} - ’ 

297  11 

9 

527  14  11 

214  2 7 

682  2 - 

- 

682  2 - 

652  7 7 

249  10  1 

249  10  1 

209  - 3 

460  13  7 

049  2 9 

,109  1G  4 

GOO  - - 

91  11  2 

75  19  9 

75  19  9 

98  16  11 

459  2 4 

327  13  7 

786  15  11 

527  19  11 

315  5 11 

29  12  8 

344  18  7 

303  2 1 

557  7 4 

24  3 6 

581  10  10 

591  17  4 

: : -j 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- ! 

144  2 - 

. 

144  2 - 

143  14  2 

- - .! 

71  7 2 

4 19  6 

76  6 8 

113  15  6 

2,114  12 

1 

2,114  12  1 

153  5 11 

308  6 - 

308  6 - 

311  2 8 

3,525  17 

7 

3,525  17  7 

" - ' 

. 

2,315  7 

3 

2,315  7 3 

912  14  4 

499  9 9 

102  6 9 

601  16  6 

636  3 - 

209  10  - 

212  17  1 

11  15  9 

224  12  10 

275  14  11 

68  7 4 ' 

71  2 

G 

021  6 2 

534  14  1 

84  3 11'- 

288  13  G 

33  4 6 

321  17  11 

254  19  8 

46  3 -, 

477  19  5 

62  10  9 

530  10  2 

518  - - 

30  19  8 , 

124  15  3 

910  1 7 

807  4 4 

665  14  S , 

266  4 1 

200  4 1 

281  2 7 

35  16  8 : 

461  14  4 

514  - 0 

34  - 6-t 

- ' ' 

2,334  7 

2 

2,334  7 2 

209  16  9 

- ' 

3 

251  .11  3 

306  7 6 

430  13  4 

450  13  4 

881  6 8 

496  3 7 

325  14  1L 

1,563  1G 

c 

1,063  16  6 

115  1 7 

1,165  - 2 

395  1 - 

1,560  1 2 

1,219  13  - 

291  15  4 

291  15  4 

336  5 9 

205  6 2 

. 

265  6 2 

300  3 4 

493  12  8 

587  5 4 

- 

1,080  18  - 

605  14  - 

— 

02  7 2 

528  17  5 

399  17  9 

972  19  8 

425  9 6 

1,398  9 2 

1,109  8 9 

3,120  11 

4 

3,120  11  4 

5 - 

3,125  2 

6 

3,125  2 6 

378  11  H 

. 

665  2 1 

704  1 - 

140  2 4 

158  17  10 

862  12  9 

736  11  5 

3G2  17  3 

95  4 7 

- 

458  1 10 

421  9 3 

372  13 

11 

372  13  11 

137  7 S 

765  11  2 

164  - 5 

929  11  7 

858  - 8 

- 324  18  - 

. . . 

324  18  - 

550  17  5 

- 714  12  9 

714  12  9 

799  16  7 

- 3,161  16  9 

. . . 

- - 

3,151  15  9 

3,766  16  1 

84  8 11 

84  8 11 

943  10  9 

927  16  7 

. . 

1,787  10  8 

. - 

322  17  7 

: : 

502  4 3 

683  19  9 

£.  18,909  - 
£.  - 

20,186 

7 

24,322  5 10 

j 4,477  8 W 

3,948  9 

47,328  7 3 

A rranmorc 
Arran  Island  - 
Balbriggan  • 


Bearhaven  - 
Belfast  Lough 


In  progress  - 
Ballast  Of- 
fice Corpora- 


Carlingford  - 
Carlingford  Lough 
Cape  Clear  - 
Charles  Fort  - 
Clare  Island  - 
Cork  - 
Copeland 


Croukhaven  - 
Conyngbeg  Rock  . 
Castlepoint,  Broad- 
haven 


1 Aug.  1843 
In  progress 


Howth  Bayly 
Howth  Pier  - 
Hook  - 
Innishgort 
Innistranul 
Kinsale  - 
Kilkadraane  - 
Ivillybegs 


Duncannon  - 
Donaghadee  - 

Drogheda 
Eagle  Island 


Loughswilly  - 
Loophead 

Maiden  Rocks 
Mutton  Island 
North  Wall  - 
Poolbeg 


Killybegs  Harbour 
Kingstown  - 
Kish  Bank  - 


South  Rock 
Skclligs  - 


. Tusker  Rock  - 
Tory  Island  - 
Taibert  - 


Wicklow 
General  Account"^ 
lighthouse  stores] 
Supply  lighthouse^ 

Light  ships : 

Belief 

Star  - - - 

Seagull 
Brilliant  - 
“ Welcome”  ten-! 
derand  stores J 
Sundry  requisites  - 
Buoy  s and  beacons  - 

Pensions  and  other! 

charities  - -J 
Law  charges  - 
All  other  charges 


Slyne  Head  - 
Sligo  - - - 

St.  John’s  Point  - 


In  progress 
1 Feb.  1839 


Three  stations  and! 
one  extra  ship,  |_ 
stores,  and  ten-  f 
der  - - -J 


The  ordinary  expenses 


of  maintaining  Iigtithoas^ 
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Return  of  the  Corpohatios  for 


Crookhaven  - - 1 Aug.  1843 

Conyngbeg  Rock  - In  progress 

Castle  point,  Broad--!  . 
haven  -J 


I June  1838  - 
X Mar.  183C  - 

1 Dec.  1837  - 
1 Mar.  1842  - 

29  Sept.  1835  - 


Iiillybegs  Harbour  - 1 Oct.  1838 
Kingstown  - - 1 Oct,  1841 

Kish  Bank  - - In  progress 


Repairs.  Building. 


£■  >■  d.  £.  s.  d.\ 


r Pier  head  and") 

| lighthouse  car-  u 


Rock-a-Bill  - - Postponed 

Rathlin  O’Beirne  - In  progress 


1 Three  stations,  a 
Vone  extra  ship,  stor 
and  tender 


The  ordinary  expenses  of  maintaining  lighthouses  varies  with  the  fluctuations  in  the  prices  of  oil  and  other  materials. 
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Ballast  ( 
8M 

0.36. 


William  Bigger,  Ballast  Master  of  the  Port  of  Dublin. 

J.  Hanks, 

Clerk  of  Check  and  Book-keeper. 
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Appendix,  No.  41. 


AN  ABSTRACT  RETURN  of  the  actual  Charge  incurred  at  each  of  the  Lighthouses,  in  Columns,  and  statins  * 
their  Maintenance  ; distinguishing  the  same  under  these  separate  Heads: — Of  Lighthouse  Stores;  General  Stor 
Furniture  and  Utensils ; Clothing;  Miscellaneous  Charges ; Salaries ; Building  Repairs  ; in  each  Year  from  I834  to 
1843,  both  inclusive ; and  the  Totals  to  each  Column. 


General  Furniture  and  Miscellaneous ; Lightkeepers’ 

Stores.  Utensils.  UotmnG-  Charges,  j Salaries. 


10G  15  0 i C32  - S 
43  1 0 3 1 353  11  u 


- ! 5*7  16  - 

21  17  - i 2S1  17  - 

- 425  12  8 

- j 127  6 8 

- I 421  10  7 

- j 917  16  3 

- i 818  13  6 

- j IDS  13  8 

74  1 5 i 426  18  10 

2-'G  3 5 j 617  16  6 

- I 914  2 2 

659  12  1 
• 444  7 5 

- | 326  12  9 

90  4 3 | 846  9 II 
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1836: 

ArtMass  • 

Ar-r.more  • 

Arran  Island 
3-;ii>.'igaan  - 

Cadiaalord  Lough 
Cspe  Clear 
Charles  Fort 
Clare  Island 
Copeland  - 
Cork  - - * 

Duomore  - 
Datcanoon  Fort  - 
Donaghadee 
Hervth  Pier 
Horrili  Bayly  - 

Hook  - - - 

iaaiiMakul  - 
Kinsale 
Kiikadraane 
Killybegs  - - 

Loc|i!iead  - 
Loojhsnilly 
Maiden  Hocks  - 

Mutton  Island  - 

North  Wall 
Paling  - 
South  Kock 
Slelliggs  - 
Tusker 
Tory  Island 
Taihert  - 

Wicklow  - 


1837 : 

Arran  Island 

Cailiuglord 
Carlins  lord  Lough 
Cape  Clear 
Chiules  Fort 
Clare  Island 
Copeland  - 
Cork  - - - 

Donmore  - 
Duncannon  Fort  - 
Donaghadee 
rltwtli  Bayly 
Howth  Pier 
Hook 

laaishgort  - 
hmistraliul . 

Kiikadraane 
Killyhegs  . 

Loophead  - 
laiaghsivilly 
Maiden  Rock 
Mutton  Island  - 
north  Wall 
Fooltag  . 

South  Rock 
Slelliggs  . 

% - - I 

Tartar! 

Wicklow  - 


Ardglass  . 
Arraumore  - 
Arran  Island 
Ealbriggan 
Earlingford 
Carliugfoitl  Lough 
Cape  Clear  8. 
Charles  Fort 
Clare  Island 
Copeland  - 
Cork  - . 

Enutnore  - 
Huucannon  Fort  - 
J-Jorraghadee 
' will  Bayly  . 
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13 

3 

25 

14 

7 
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3 
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9 

13 

3 

11 

- 

2 

144 

10 

9 

13 

7 

10 
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2 
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9 

13 

0 

| 

0 
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3 
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2 
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9 
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3 

44 

15 

7 
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13 

0 
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7 
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3 

4 
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13 
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2 

0 
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13 
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9 

13 

3 

3 
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9 

13 

10 
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10 

9 

13 

3 

19 
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1 

G 

19 

S 

4 

18 

3 

8 
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7,437 

10 

9 

347 

18 

10 

380 

17 

- 

nil. 

04 

19 

9 

. 

. 

nil. 

247 

11 

0 

<5 

3 

10 

03 

12 

0 

324 

7 

11 

12 

7 

74 

14 

258 

fi 

22 

11 

48 
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13 

3 
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10 

9 

10 

8.18 
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10 

10 

214 
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_ 

0 
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14 
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2 

9 

4 
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14 

11 

3 

8 

4 
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10 

19 

2 
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18 

4 

4 

10 

11 
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0 
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“ 
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Miscellaneous 

Charges. 

Lightkeepers’ 

Salaries. 

Building 

Repairs. 

TO  1A  L. 

£.  s. 

d. 

£. 

s. 

£. 

t.  d. 

£.  t.  d. 
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7 

43 

16 
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5 
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10 
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1 
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0 

48 

9 

237  11  - 

128  8 

1 

4S 

9 

3 

365  17  7 

189  17 

L 

c 

140 

12  5 

054  19  5 

39  19 

11 

48 

9 

3 

77 

1 1 

255  17  9 

115  15 

110 

13 

3 

517  19  4 

171  14 

S3 

1 

0 

79 

12  4 

590  9 11 

67  15 

48 

9 

272  15  8 

139  5 

83 

1 
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6 
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Loophead  • 
Loughswilly 

Lame 

Jlaiden’s  • 
Mutton  Island 
Xorth  Wall 
Poolbeg  - 
South  Rock 
Skeliiggs  - 
Slvne  Head 


Tar’bett 
Yalentia  - 
Wicklow  - 
G.  Ac.  Stores 


1841: 

Arianmore  - 
Arran  Island 
Balbriggan 
Carlinglord 
Carlingford  Lough 

Charles  Fort 
Clare  Island 
Copeland  • 


Cork  - 
Duumore  . 
Duncannon  Fort 
Duncannon,  N.  • 


Hook 


laaishgort  - 
InnUtrahul 
Kinsale 
Kiikadraane 
Kjlybegs  - 
hmj’begs  Harbour 
Loophead  - 
Louglaswilly 
Lime 

Maiden’s  . 
Mutton  Island 
North  Wall 
Poolbeg  . 

South  Rock 
Skelliggs  - 
Slvne 

Sligo . . 

Tusker 
Tory  Island 
Tarbert  . 
Valentia  - 


•Mdglass  . 
-krranir.ore 
Arran  Island 
Balbriggan 
Carlingford 


Charles  Fort 
Clare  Island 
Copeland  . 

Coik  - . 

Crookhaven 
Doomore  - 
Duncannon  Fort 
"“ncaonon.  N.  - 

Berry 

P°naghadee 
"™gheda  - 
^g'e  Island  - 

Jjowth  Bayly  . 

Howth  Pier  . 

Irutishgort  . * 

Jnnistrahul 


O.36. 
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7 

10 

4 118 

299  18 

15 

1 

10  10  3 

178  12 

9 

10 

_> 

3 13  5 

101  1!) 

7 

10 

- 

4 5 5 

820  0 

9 

45 

1 

26  14  1 

200  0 

9 

15 

1 

3 13  11 

00  9 

7 

10 

2 

17  8 

342  11 

22 

10 

9 4 8 

100  7 

3 

15 

1 

12  4 11 

608  7 

6 

45 

20  19  1 

525  10 

9 

45 

1 

27  12  9 

303  14 

- 

22 

10 

0 

1113  4 

321  4 

9 

22 

10 

0 

12-5 

438  5 

3 

22 

13 

12  18  10 

277  10 

9 

22 

10 

0 

7 10  9 

130  4 

15 

4 

14  4 - 

750  8 

" 

30 

- 

8 

17  14  8 

11,487  1 

705 

10 

0 

415  10  0 

29  - 

0 

5 

15 

1 9 1 

22 

18 

1 8 - 

257  13 

0 

22 

18 

9 12  4 

62  8 

9 

11 

10 

12  2 

303  15 

22 

18 

3 7 a 

77  19 

3 

11 

10 

3 7 6 

279  9 

22 

18 

1 12  5 

00  3 

15 

292  19 

22 

18 

7 15  8 

324  0 

9 

22 

18 

3 7 7 

149  17 

11 

10 

1 13  10 

196  1 

9 

11 

10 

44  11 

11 

10 

- 14  10 

47  5 

5 

15 

1 18  a 

03  2 

9 

5 

15 

2 17  11 

47  18 

0 

23 

143  15 

6 

11 

10 

3 5 a 

69  3 

9 

17 

6 

492  1 

0 

45 

10 

20  17  7 

6 

22 

18 

2 4 0 

129  18 

9 

11 

10 

6 17  9 

2G0  17 

9 

22 

18 

2 8 1 

83  - 

G 

11 

10 

1 2 10 

25  G 10 

~ 

22 

18 

“ 

6 15  11 

Miscellane 

Charges. 


£■  s.  d. 
127  18  10 
44  18  7 
13  18  1 

330  13  10 
S3  13  5 
87  1 G 
51  9 4 
91  5 4 
315  17  1 
46  2 I 
50  - - 


110  15 
04  12 
04  12 
221  10 
54  12 
87  15 
110  15 
204  18 
221  10 
221  10  : 
140  13  1 
118  14  < 
110  15  < 
04  12  - 


1 1 3 

1 10  7 
> 10  8 


1,333  1 
437 
1,417 


3,737  13  8 4,313  12  4 


4,189  17  10  27,740  1 10 


73  18  10 
82  1 - 
302  - 2 


47  5 0 
32  3 ] 
72  17  11 
100  - - 
49  13  6 
11  13  0 
212  10  3 
52  18  0 
52  0 3 

23.5  19  9 


05  17 
47  18 
340  15 


64  8 - 
85  10  - 
154  8 2 


32  14  - 

33  3 9 
229  10  3 

30  10  9 
143  15  11 
53  8 4 
140  14  - 
7 9 1 
53  1 - 


100  - 

30  3 
15  11 
24  11 

100  - 

31  17 
100  - 

79  2 
97  15  ' 
67  12  • 
251  10  : 
55  19  1 
74  2 I 


15  15 
33  12 
90  18 


30.5  17  10 
24  13 
30  II 

321  10 
217  17 


63  18 
63  11  10  I 
40  - 
91  17  3 I 
153  10  C 
80  - 11 


143  - - 
77  4 3 
1,043  1 7 

232  3 8 
701  14  - 

191  4 4 

877  4 0 
170  1 0 
701  14  2 
752  2 9 
383  10  II 
145  - 9 

98  18  7 

192  5 2 

228  II  10 
311  10  - 

930  8 - 


404  13  9 
704  8 0 
204  11  10 
741  6 6 
370  11  7 
. 270  2 10 

| 1,697  1 7 
402  18  11 
. 180  17  1 

| 1,700  8 10 
432  12  4 
927  1 7 


230  5 
49  4 10  I 


127  15  XI 
359  11  7 
757  15  2 
170  4 - 
630  15  2 
210  17  5 
554  8 9 
100  7 l 


859  8 
645  10 
809  17 


( continued ) 
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APPENDIX  TO  REPORT  FROM  THE 


Ballast  Office,  Dublin,!  . , William  Bigftr. 

1 July  1845.  / Hankt- 


Appendix,  No.  41 
(A). 


Net  Amount  of  Light  Dues  received  for  Irish  Lights. 


Three  years  ending  1 January  1834 
Ditto  - - - 1 January  1844  - 


£.  1.  d. 

123.028  - - 

149,791  " " 


Showing  an  Increase  of 


£.  26,763  - 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


A KETCKN,  sliowing  fc  Omb  Biciipts  on  account  of  each  of  the  Inisn  Iiohts:  the  Appendix  No  no 
Bomber  of  Vessels,  and  Amount  of  Tonnage  passing  them;  Deductions  in  the  Collectors’  4 

Accounts  for  Commission,  Incidental  Expenses,  and  Repayments Also,  The  particular  Ex-  Gross  Receintsof 
pengs  of  the  lighthouses  and  their  Proportion  of  the  General  Expenses  of  the  Establishment  each  and  of  all  the 
lor  Shipping,  Salaries  to  Officers,  Experiments,  and  other  General  Expenses  for  the  Year  1841.  Irish  Lights  in 
• 1841. 


REVENUE  FROM  LIGHTHOUSES. 


Gross  Receipts, 
cacli  Light. 


No  charge  - I 


- Not  lighted  - 

- Not  lighted  - 

- No  charge  - 


147  - 9 
1,118  11  8 
1,622  16  6 
109  13  7 
2,541  7 9 
30  14  11 
130  10  10 
2,027  14  3 
2,602  16  1 


245  18  8 
4,277  18  3 

3,162  10  2 
21  17  10 
533  19  - 
2,510  17  9 
157  1 - 


- Not  lighted  - 


- 1 lighted,  2 not 


ExtmshipC0";"gb.el5 

Tender 


3,297  18  2 

3,119,216 

38  2 7 

35,404 

1,126  15  3 

1,044,232 

1,511  - 10 

1,414,232 

4,101  7 2 

3,906,336 

232  11  10 

215,488 

54  19  6 

61,016 

3,329  7 11 

3,170,892 

254  9 9 

238,588 

150  8 5 

139,720 

6,610  - 2 

6,297,040 

4,272  15  6 

4,043,236 

3,264  4 9 

3,109,824 

8,134  5 11 

2,983,156 

( continued ) 
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APPENDIX  TO  REPORT  FROM  THE 


Appendix,  No. 42. 

Gross  Receipts  of 
each  and  of  all  the 
Irish  Lights  in 
1841. 


REVENUE  FROM  LIGHTHOUSES. 

Gross  Receipts 
of 

each  Light. 

Tonnage 
passing  them. 

Beacons,  buoys  and  perches,  incidents,  law  costs,  quarries, 
pensions  and  charities,  printing  and  stationery,  superan- 
nuated allowances,  lighthouse  wharf,  ballast-office  bouse,  and 
salaries  - - - - - - - No  charge 

£.  S.  d. 

— 

£. 

Deduct  commission,  incidents,  and  repayments  * 

53,479  9 10 
3,480  8 11 

50,671,840 

Net  Revenue,  1841  - - - £. 

49,999  - 11 

Number  of  Vessels  that  paid: — 52,111 


* Note — Commission 
Repayments 
Incidental  expenses 


£.2,710  17  U 
734  1 g 
35  9 7 


£.  3,480 


8 11 


EXPENDITURE  LIGHTHOUSES. 


Ardglass 
Arranmore  - 
Arran  Island 
Balbriggan  - 
Carlingford  - 
Carlingford  Lough 
Cape  Clear  - 
Charles  Fort 
Clare  Island 
Copeland 

Cork  - - - 

Dunmore 

Duncannon  Fort  - 
Duncannon,  N. 

Derry  - 
Donaghadee 
Eagle  Island 
Howth  Bayly 
Howth  Pier  - 
Hook  - 
Innishgort  - 
Innistrahul  - 
Kinsale 
Kilkadraane 
Killybegs 
Killybegs  Harbour 
Loophead 
Loughswilly 
Larne  - 
Maiden  Rocks 
Mutton  Island 
North  Wall  - 
Poolbeg 
South  Rock 

Skelliggs  2 

Slyne  Head  0 

Sh'go 

Tusker  - 

Tory 

Tarbert  - 

Valentia  - 

Wicklow  - . . . 0 

Supply  Tender  - 
Light-ships Kish  Bank  - 
Arklow  Bank 
_ Conyngbeg 

Extra  ship  - - £.  704 

Tender  “Welcome”  780 


lights 

lights 


lights 


repairing  sea  slope 


lights 

lights 

lights 


18  7- 
4 8 


Particular  Expenses 
of  Lighthouses, 
including 

Works  and  Repairs. 

Proportion  of 
Establishment  for 
Shipping. 

Proportion  of 
Salaries 
to  Officers. 

Other  Genera! 
Expenses. 

£. 

s. 

d. 

£. 

S. 

d. 

£. 

s. 

d. 

£. 

s. 

d. 

143 

- 

- 

7 

9 

— 

17 

11 

6 

12 

6 

2 

77 

4 

3 

14 

18 

— 

35 

3 

— 

24 

12 

4 

1,043 

1 

7 

22 

7 

— 

52 

14 

6 

36 

18 

6 

232 

3 

8 

7 

9 

- 

17 

11 

6 

12 

6 

0, 

701 

14 

- 

22 

7 

- 

52 

14 

6 

36 

18 

6 

191 

4 

4 

7 

9 

- 

17 

11 

C 

12 

6 

e>. 

877 

4 

6 

22 

7 

— 

52 

14 

0 

36 

18 

6 

176 

1 

6 

7 

9 

- 

17 

11 

6 

12 

6 

2 

701 

14 

2 

22 

7 

- 

52 

14 

6 

36 

18 

0 

752 

2 

9 

22 

7 

— 

52 

14 

6 

36 

18 

6 

383 

10 

11 

14 

18 

— 

35 

3 

- 

24 

12 

4 

145 

— 

9 

7 

9 

— 

17 

11 

6 

12 

6 

0, 

98 

18 

7 

7 

9 

_ 

17 

11 

6 

12 

6 

2 

192 

5 

2 

7 

9 

- 

17 

11 

6 

12 

6 

2 

228 

11 

10 

14 

18 

- 

35 

3 

- 

24 

12 

4 

311 

16 

- 

7 

9 

— 

17 

11 

6 

12 

6 

0, 

936 

8 

- 

29 

16 

— 

70 

6 

_ 

49 

4 

8 

591 

17 

4 

22 

7 

- 

52 

14 

6 

36 

18 

6 

390 

7 

9 

14 

18 

— 

35 

3 

_ 

24 

12 

4 

690 

6 

9 

22 

7 

- 

52 

14 

6 

36 

18 

6 

345 

7 

11 

7 

9 

— 

17 

11 

6 

12 

6 

2 

640 

3 

11 

22 

7 

- 

52 

14 

6 

3G 

18 

6 

843 

5 

11 

22 

7 

- 

52 

14 

6 

36 

18 

6 

404 

13 

9 

14 

18 

- 

35 

3 

- 

24 

12 

4 

704 

8 

6 

22 

7 

- 

52 

14 

6 

36 

18 

0 

204 

11 

10 

7 

9 

— 

17 

11 

6 

12 

6 

2 

741 

6 

6 

14 

IS 

_ 

35 

3 

_ 

24 

12 

4 

370 

11 

7 

7 

9 

- 

17 

11 

6 

12 

6 

2 

270 

2 

10 

7 

9 

_ 

17 

11 

G 

12 

6 

2 

1,697 

1 

7 

44 

14 

— 

105 

9 

_ 

73 

17 

- 

402 

18 

11 

14 

18 

_ 

35 

3 

_ 

24 

12 

4 

180 

17 

1 

7 

9 

- 

17 

11 

6 

12 

6 

2 

1,706 

8 

10 

22 

7 

_ 

52 

14 

6 

36 

18 

6 

432 

12 

4 

14 

18 

_ 

35 

3 

_ 

24 

12 

4 

927 

1 

7 

44 

14 

- 

105 

9 

_ 

73 

17 

- 

835 

- 

9 

44 

14 

_ 

105 

_ 

73 

17 

- 

633 

18 

3 

22 

7 

- 

52 

14 

6 

36 

18 

6 

7 

2 

22 

7 

_ 

52 

14 

6 

36 

18 

6 

8 

11 

22 

7 

_ 

62 

14 

0 

36 

18 

6 

651 

— 

3 

22 

7 

_ 

52 

14 

6 

36 

18 

6 

293 

13 

7 

14 

18 

_ 

35 

3 

_ 

24 

12 

4 

1,179 

5 

6 

29 

10 

_ 

_ 

49 

4 

8 

S26 

12 

9 

_ 

937 

7 

2 

495 

1 

1 

52 

14 

0 

36 

18 

6 

748 

11 

3 

495 

1 

1 

52 

14 

6 

30 

18 

6 

919 

16 

4 

495 

1 

1 

62 

14 

6 

36 

18 

6 

1,485 

3 

3 

- 

TOTAL. 


£■  S.  i 
180  0 8 
151  17  7 
1,155  1 7 
269  10  4 
813  14  - 
228  11  - 
989  4 6 
213  8 3 
818  14  2 
864  .2  9 
458  4 3 
182  7 5 
136  5 3 
229  II  10 
303  5 2 
349  2 8 
1,085  14  8 
703  17  4 
465  1 1 
802  6 9 
382  14  7 
752  3 11 
955  5 11 
479  1 1 
816  8 6 
241  18  6 
815  19  10 
407  18  3 
307  9 6 
1,921  1 1 
477  12  8 
218  3.9 
1,818  8 10 
507  5 8 
1,151  1 1 
1,059  - 9 
745  18  3 
963  7 2 
1,033  8 H 
763  - 3 
368  6 11 
1,328  13  3 


1,522  1 3 
1,333  5 1 
1,504  10  3 
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SELECT  COMMITTEE  ON  LIGHTHOUSES. 


EXPENDITURE LIGHTHOUSES. 

Particular  Expenses 
of  Lighthouses, 
including 

Works  and  Repairs. 

Proportion  of 
Establishment  for 
Shipping. 

1 Proportion  of 
Salaries 
I to  Officers. 

Other  General 
Expenses. 

TOTAL. 

Beacons,  buoys,  and  perches  - 
Incidents  - - * £.109  3 6 

lair  costs  - 55  4 6 

Qaarries  ■ ~ m ~ 178  8 10 

Pensions  and  charities  - 286  14  5 

Printin'*  and  stationery  390  11  7 

Snnerannuated  allowances  88  16  3 

lighthouse  wharf  - - 162  9 2 

Bilast-office  house  - 205  11  9 

£■  S.  d.  J 
1,482  2.9j 

1 

1,477  - - 
2,108  16  - 

£.  s.  d. 
66  14  9 

£.  S.  d. 

157  19  6 

£.  S.  d. 

110  15  6 

£.  s.  d. 
1,817  12  6 

salaries 

£. 

34,087  10  - 

2,311  16  - 

2,108  16  - 

1,477  - - 

34,087  10  - 

1 July  1845.  J 

T.  Hanks. 

William  Bigger,  Comptroller  of  Lighthouse  Duties. 


Appendix,  No.  42  (A). 


A LIST  of  New  Lights  established  by  the  Ballast  Board,  from  1834  to  1844,  with  the  Rates  of  Toll  navable  for 
each  On  columns),  stating  the  Cost  ot  Establishment  of  each,  the  Cost  of  Collection,  the  Charges  of  Maintenance 
“.i  ofeLfcolumn  ' 0,C“7  °f  “ eael1  Ye"  siaoa  Establishment  respectively,  with 


LIST  OF  NEW  LIGHTS. 


Ardglass 
Bearhaven 
Belfast  Lough 
Crookhaven 
Coayngbeg 
Doncannon,  N. 
Donaghadee 
Derry  - 
Drogheda 
Eagle  Island 


Killvbegs  Harbour  - 
hingstown 
Kish  Bank 
lame  - 

Ruthlin  O’Beirne  - 
Head  - 


%>>  Black  Rock  - 


St.  John’s  Point 
* aientia  - 


HTS. 

REVENUE. 

Amount  of 
Revenue. 

EXPENDITURE. 

Deficiency  of 
Revenue. 

. 

no  collection. 

— 

- 

not  lighted. 

£. 

s. 

d. 

£.  s. 

d. 

- 

no  collection. 

- 

no  collection. 

- 

not  finished. 

no  collection. 

- 

no  charge. 

- 

no  collection. 

- 

no  collection. 

* 

1839 

226 

3 

8 

1839 

912 

14 

4 

1840 

248 

15 

4 

1840 

978 

1841  - 

245 

18 

8 

1841 

1842 

244 

15 

- 

1842 

1843 

246 

4 

8 

1843 

821 

2 

3 

1844 

263 

12 

8 

1844 

769 

18 

7 

no  collection. 

1,475 

10 

- 

5,257 

18 

9 

3,782  8 

9 

- . - 

not  finished. 

" 

- 

no  collection. 

- 

not  finished. 

1839  - 

213 

6 

2 

1839 

814 

11 

5 

1840  --- 

234 

8 

4 

1840 

900 

_ 

_ 

1841 

232 

11 

10 

1841 

789 

19 

9 

1842 

230 

16 

4 

1842 

924 

17 

8 

1843 

232 

4 

6 

1843 

814 

12 

4 

1844 

248 

12 

6 

1844 

720 

- 

1,391 

19 

8 

4,965 

1 

2 

3,573  1 

6 

* 

1839 

50 

11 

5 

1839 

378 

11 

11 

1840 

55 

12 

5 

1840 

683 

7 

10 

1841 

54 

19 

6 

1841 

611 

7 

9 

1842 

54 

14 

5 

1842 

392 

1 

10 

1843 

55 

1 

6 

1843 

419 

15 

11 

1844 

58 

18 

6 

1844 

413 

16 

8 

329 

17 

9 

2,899 

1 

11 

2,569  4 

2 

- 

no  collection. 

Total, 

Total, 

— 

" 

no  collection.  £. 

3,197 

7 

5 

£. 

13,122 

1 

10 

9,924  14 

5 

4 July  1845. 


J.  Hanks,  Book-keeper. 

oio(3>  William  Bigger,  Comptroller  of  Lighthouse  Duties. 

4 v 2 
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APPENDIX  TO  REPORT  FROM  THE 


Appendix,  No.  42 

(E). 

Harbour  Lights  in 
Ireland,  not  under 
the  Ballast  Board. 


A LIST  of  Harbour  Lights  in  Ireland,  not  under  the  Ballast  Board  in  Dublin,  and  showing 
the  Duties  levied  for  the  same,  and  the  Authority  under  which  such  Lighthouses  have  been 
erected,  and  the  Titles  of  the  Acts,  &c. 

A small  harbour  liuht  in  Belfast  Lough,  erected  by  the  Harbour  Commissioners.— No  toll  or 
duty  is  levied  for  this  light. 

This  light  was  erected  by  the  Ballast  Board  of  Belfast,  from  the  funds  of  the  port,  with  the 
sanction  of  the  Corporation  for  Preserving  and  Improving  the  Port  of  Dublin,  under  express 
stipulation,  that  no  charge  shall  be  made  on  shipping  for  its  maintenance,  and  that  it  shall  be  sub- 
ject to  the  control  and  inspection  of  this  Board,  in  the  same  manner  as  the  other  lights  ou  the  coast 
of  Ireland. 

The  Ballast  Board  are  not  aware  of  any  Acts  authorizing  the  erection  of  lighthouses  in  Ireland  by 
any  individual  or  body,  except  the  Corporation  for  Preserving  and  Improving  the  Port  of  Dublin. 
Ballast  Office,  Dublin,  June  1845.  (signed)  II.  Vereher,  Secretary. 


Appendix,  No.  42 

(C). 

State  of  all  Rents 
paid  for  Light- 
houses in  Ireland, 
in  1844. 


STATE  of  all  Rents  paid  for  Lighthouses,  and  for  Buildings  belonging  to  them,  in  the 
Year  1844. 


PREMISES. 

LANDLORDS. 

Annual 

Rent. 

Rent  paid 
184+. 

» 

£. 

s. 

d. 

£. 

s. 

d. 

Arranmore  ----- 

Marquis  Conyngham 
J.  W.  Digby 

3 

3 

_ 

3 

3 

_ 

Arran  Island  - 

21 

_ 

— 

21 

- 

_ 

Balbriggan  - - - - - 

Carlingford  ----- 

G.  A.  Hamilton 

5 

10 

9 

11 

1 

6 

Earl  Kilmorey  - - ' 

Marquis  Anglesey  - 
Trustees  of  D.  Kerr 

1 

14 

8 

2 

12 

_ 

Carlingford  Lough  - 

6 

6 

_ 

6 

6 

_ 

Copeland  ----- 

27 

13 

10 

83 

1 

0 

Donaghadee  -| 

Commissioners,  Public! 

5 

- 

- 

12 

10 

- 

Drogheda  - - - - - 1 

Peter  Pentlebury  - 

12 

_ 

_ 

12 

- 

_ 

Hook  Tower  - - . - ! 

Marquis  Ely  - 

116 

17 

2 

116 

17 

2 

Kinsale 

Lord  Kinsale 

184 

12 

4 

92 

6 

2 

Loophead 

Nicholas  Westby  - 

65 

7 

8 

65 

7 

8 

South  Rock  ----- 

Rev.  Dr.  Blacker  - 

10 

14 

6 

10 

14 

6 

Quarries- at  Bullock  - 

Lord  Oarysibrfc 

292. 

4 

8 

292 

4 

8 

Ballast-office  House  - 

Representatives  of  T.  Bell 

47 

19 

6 

47 

19 

6 

£. 

800 

4 

1 

777 

3 

8 

Ballast-office,  Dublin,  5 July  1845.  J.  Hanks , Book-keeper  and  Clerk  of  the  Check. 

William  Digger,  Comptroller  of  Light  Duties. 


Appendix,  No.  42  ABSTRACT  of  the  Accounts  of  the  Commissioners  of  Ballast  Board  for  each  of  the  Years 
(D.)  1834,  1335,  1836,  to  31  December,  and  for  each  of  the  Years  1837  to  1844,  both  inclusive, 


under  the  Duties  leviable  under  the  6 & 7 Will.  4,  c.  79,  viz. : Receipts,  1st.  Gross;  2d.  Amount 

Receipt  of  the  ^ received  for  Rents ; 3d.  Amount  received  for  Old  Stores  and  Miscellaneous  Articles. 

Ballast  Board, 
from  1834  to  1844. 

Gross  Receipts. 

Net  Receipts. 

Amount 
Received  for 
Rents. 

Amount  Received 
for 

Old  Stores 
and  Miscellaneous 
Articles. 

TOTAL. 

£.  s.  d. 

£.  s.  d. 

£.  5.  d. 

£.  S.  d. 

£.  s.  d. 

1834 

45,773  9 8 

42,583  12  4 

- 

165  17  - 

j 42,749  9 4 

1835 

47,844  2 1 

44,641  5 - 

45  - - 

279  6 11 

44,965  11  11 

1S36 

40,604  10  11 

38,103  17  - 

- 

34  18  5 

38,138  15  5 

1837 

49,848  5 10 

47,105  9 6 

22  10  - 

402  2 - 

47,630  1 6 

1838 

47,196  9 9 

44,026  5 3 

22  10  - 

247  13  - 

44,296  8 3 

1839 

49,038  2 6 

45,972  5 7 

22  10  - 

188  13  7 

46,183  9 3 

1840 

64,276  6 2 

50,563  17  11 

- 

111  19  11 

60,675  17  10 

1841 

53,479  9 9 

49,999  - 11 

45  - - 

49  18  11 

50,093  19  10 

1842 

53,502  9 10 

49,745  14  4 

22  5 4 

279  3 11  I 

50,047  3 7 

1843 

53,859  - 7 

50,047  1 1 

- 

48  13  10  | 

50,095  14  11 

1844 

57,465  18  2 

53,528  15  8 

45  - - 

148  8 2 : 

53,722  3 10 

£.  ; 

552,888  5 3 

516,317  4 7 

224  15  4 

1,950  15  8 

518,498  15  7 

No  interest  paid  or  received- 

—No  receipts  from  Port-office. 

Ballast-office,  Dublin,  5 July  1845.  J.  Hanks. 

William  Bigger,  Comptroller  of  Lighthouse  Duties. 
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Ballast-office,  Dublin,' 
3 July  1815. 
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APPENDIX  TO  REPORT  FROM  THE 


Appendix,  No.  43. 


THE  ANNUAL  ACCOUNT  of  the  Corporation  for  Preserving  and  Improving  the  Port  of  Dublin,  of  the  Receipt  and  Expenditure  of  all 
Monies  received  by  them  for  the  Support  and  Maintenance  of  Lighthouses  round  the  Coast  of  Ireland,  for  One  Year,  from  1st  Jannarv  to 
31st  December  1844,  conformable  to  6 & 7 Will.  IV.  c.  79,  s.  62. 


building 

building 


Lighthouse 


2 Lighthouses 
Lighthouse 

3 Lighthouses 
2 Lighthouses 
Lighthouse 


DISBURSEMENTS: 
Ardglass  - Lighthouse 
Arranmore  - 
Arran  Island 
Balbriggan  - 
Bcarhaven  - 
Belfast  Lough 
Carlingford  - 
Carlingford  Lough 
Cape  Clear  - 
Charles  Fort 
Clare  Island 
Copeland  - 
Cork  - - - 

Crookhaven- 
Conyngbeg  - 
Dunmore  - 
Duncannon  Fort 
Duncaunnn  - 

Donaghadce 
Drogheda  - 
Eagle  Island 
Howth  Bayly 
Howth  Pier  „ 

Ilook  Tower  - „ - 

Innishgort  „ 

Innistrahnl  „ 

Kinsalc  - - „ 

ICilkadraane  „ 

Killyhegs  „ 

Killyliegs  Harbour  „ 
Kingstown  - 2 Lighthouses 

Kish  Bank  - Lighthouse 

Loophead  - - „ - 

Loughswilly  - „ 

Maiden  Rocks  2 Lighthouses 

Mutton  Island  Lighthouse 
North  Wall-  - „ 

Poolbcg  „ 

Ratiilin  O’Bcime  - „ - 

South  Rock  „ 

Skolliggs  - 2 Lightliouses 

Slyne  Head  2 Lightliouses 

Sligo  3 Lighthouses 

St.  John’s  Point  Lighthouse 
Tusker  Rock  „ 

Tory  Island  „ 

Tarliert  - - „ 

Valentia  „ 

Wicklow  - 2 Lighthouses 

General  Stores  - - - 

“ Supply,”  Lighthouse  Tender 


Beacons,  Buoys,  and  Perches 
Light  Ships : 

Relief,  Arlclow  Bank  - 
Star,  Kish  Bank,  9 months 
Seagull,  Kish  Bank,  3 months,  9 ordT  - 
Brilliant,  Conyngbeg  Rock 
Welcome  Tender  - 
General  Account  Stores  - 

Ballast  Office  House  (half  Expenditure,  1843) 
Incidents  and  Law  Costs 
Pensions  and  Charities  - 
Printing  and  Stationery 
Quarries  at  Bullock 
Superannuated  Allowances  - 
Wharf  - 

Salaries  - 


- 811  77 


- 244  16  - 


137  19  2 | 
16  18 

[2,303  16  - | 


Balance  due  to  the  Public,  31  December  1844  - 


MmI  Offloo,  1 u 1B4C.  J--  Ctol  of  OU.et  >nJ  Booktepn-. 


William  Biflr/er,  n 

Ballast  Master  and  Comptr  of  Ligbthous 

4 March  Rh* 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 
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RETURN  showing  the  Gross  Amount  of  Irish  Lighthouse  Duty  for  Coasting  British  Appendix,  No.  a3 
Over-sea,  and  Foreign  Shipping,  in  the  Y ear  1843,  collected  in  Ireland,  in  England,  and  tA.) 

in  Scotland  respectively.  0 


— 

IRELAND. 

ENGLAND. 

SCOTLAND. 

TOTAL. 

Coasting  Trade 
British  Over-sea  Trade  - 
Foreign  Trade 

£. 

£.  s.  d. 

9,419  1 8 
2,748  l 1 
U5  7 8 

£.  s.  d. 
8,571  4 8 
17,907  8 - 
10,107  9 4 

£•  S.  d. 

2,000  l8  I 1 
4.062  15  3 

356  13  10 

£.  s.  d. 
19*991  4 5 
24,718  4 4 
10,579  10  10 

12,282  10  5 

36,586  2 - | 

6,420  7 2 

55,288  19  7 

Ballast-office,  Dublin,  (signed)  William  Bigger, 

1 July  1845.  Comptroller  of  Lighthouse  Duties. 


John  Cossart,  Exa.  L‘  Dy. 


Appendix,  No.  44. 


AN  ABSTRACT  of  the  Annual  Expense  for  the  Maintenance  of  the  Lighthouses  in  1833,  compared  with  that  of 
1843  for  the  same  Lights,  exclusive  of  the  Repairs  and  New  Works.  83  P at  * 

Annual  Expense  for  the  Maintenance  of  Irish  Lighthouses,  exclusive  of  Repairs  and  New  Works. 


Aruglass 
Arranraore  - 
Arran  Island 
Bslbriggan  - 
Carlingford  - 
Cariingford  Lough 
Cape  Clear  - 
Clare  Island  - 
Charles  Fort  - 
Cork  - 
Copeland 
Crookbaven  - 
Daimore 

Duncannon  Fort  - 
Duncannon  - 


COMPARATIVE 


Derry  - 


Eagle  Island 
Hnwth  Bayly 
Howtli  Pier  - 
Hook  - 
bnishgort  . 
Inaistrahul  - 

Ensile 

Kilkadraane  - 


Eidybegs  Harbour 
Mngstown  - 
bough  Swilly 


7 4 
5 10 


£. 

161 
7.9 
458 
*7 9 5 3 
827  2 2 
230  10  5 
439  13  »o 
495  - 5 
94  to  2 
247  9 6 
554  13  7 


173  8 1 
108  16  10 


4 5i  7 to 
243  14  5 
780  9 5 


712  2 
284  8 
571  16 


Ballast-office,  Dublin, \ 
13  June  1845.  J 


98  12 
582  18 
200  2 
565  14 
203  19 
458  7 
474  3 


t3t 


545  4 9 


303  16  6 

190  7 6 
it4  8 5 

161  9 ii 
208  - i 
401  - 2 

304  16  4 

886  15  3 
387  17  - 
213  19  11 
560  8 9 
2x6  - 8 
532  18  4 
73t  13  6 
264  16  6 
497  - 9 
187  6 4 
281  13  7 
243  4 2 


LIGHTHOUSES. 


Loophead 
Larne  - 
Maiden  Rocks 
Mutton  Island 
North  Wall  - 
Poolbeg 
South  Rock  - 
Skelloggs 
Slyne  Head  - 
Sligo  - 
Tusker  - 
Tory  Island  - 
Tarbert 
Valentia 
Wicklow 


COMPARATIVE 


£. 

416 


1,038  - 
328  1 

242  16 
5t2  16 
559  it 
1,078  18 


843 

663 


General  Account  Lighthouse 
Supply 
Light  ships  - 
Sundry  requisites  - 


713  12 
Stores : 


Beacons,  buoys,  & perches 
Salaries  (moiety  thereof) 
Pensions,  &c. 

Law  charges  - 
All  other  charges  - 


4,566  19  6 
386  19  10 

3,052  9 9 
335  7 10 

19,447  6 5 

22,159  14  7 

993  10  4 

1,170  15  8 

2,130  1 8 

2,462  16  8 

195  14  4 

376  12  2 

585  3 3 

346  6 - 

23,35i  16  - 

26,516  5 1 

£. 

464  19 


- 4 


1,094 
365  7 7 
213  8 5 

506  13  6 

423  18  7 

923  32  1 

8Sl  5 4 

518  5 5 

037  10  6 
695  17  11 
401  6 4 
324  7 ~ 
687  18  8 


J ■ Hanh,  Clerk  Cheque  and  Bookkeeper. 
H.  Vereker,  Secretary. 


Appendix,  No.  45. 

Amount  of  Liohthouse  Doties  collected  in  Ireland  for  Account  of  tho  Corporation  for 
the  Trinity  thf.  Por,t  °L  tJie  Commissioners  for  Northern  Lights,  and  for  the  Corporation  of 

Year,  endin»  3 1st  December  1^3  ^°ta*  Amount  collected  at  each  Port,  with  the  Commission  paid  thereon,  for  One 


PORTS  AND  CREEKS. 


Collected 
for  Account  of 
Irish  Lights. 

Collected 
for  Account  of 
Northern  Lights. 

Collected 
for  Account  of 
English  Lights. 

Total  Amount 
Collected  for  each 
Port. 

Commission. 

£.  s.  d. 

£.  s.  d. 

£.  s.  d. 

£■  s.  d. 

£.  s.  d. 

- 

19  4 6 

- nil 

7 15  7 

27  - - 

1 19  8 

- 

2 14  1 1 

- nil  - 1 

6 18  2 

9 12  3 

- 9 7 

■ 

3 5 9 j 

-13  4 

2-  6 10 

6 4 11 

- 6 3 

10  1 9 ' 

- nil  . - j 

15  8 8 

25  10  5 

1 5 6 

4 F 4 

Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


( continued ) 


APPENDIX  TO  REPORT  FROM  THE 


PORTS  AND 

CREEKS. 

Collected 
for  Account  of 
Irish  Lights. 

Collected 
for  Account  of 
Northern  Lights. 

Collected 
for  Account  of 
English  Lights. 

Total  Amount 
Collected  for  each 
Port. 

Coma 

daion. 

£. 

s. 

d. 

£.  S. 

d. 

£.  j. 

d. 

£. 

s. 

d. 

' — ' 

. 

- 

2,204 

4 

9 

2,098  7 

1 

1,514  17 

3 

5,817 

9 

1 

~ 

- 

38 

1 

3 

64  19 

- 

7 19 

— 

110 

19 

3 

Donaghadee 

- 

- 

8 

16 

8 

19  16 

- 

1 1 

11 

29 

14 

7 

1 

- 

- 

86 

3 

7 

244 

1 

7 

- 

- 

985 

10 

11 

94  6 

8 

1,655  12 

11 

2,735 

10 

6 

. 

- 

48 

16 

2 

nil 

99  3 

3 

147 

19 

5 

Youghal  - 

- 

- 

22 

17 

11 

1 7 

4 

225  19 

11 

250 

5 

2 

12 

10 

Clonakilty 

- 

- 

5 

19 

8 

nil 

• 

19 

13 

3 

_ 

Cove  - 

- 

• 

272 

18 

— 

nil 

- 

450 

1 

3 

00 

Dublin  - 

- 

- 

4,721 

16 

5 

2,O0S  7 

5 

3,724  17 

2 

10,455 

1 

- 

528 

Balbritrgan 

- 

- 

67 

4 

9 

57  18 

8 

42  8 

8 

167 

12 

1 

8 

. 

- 

59 

5 

5 

10  - 

5 

79  17 

10 

149 

3 

8 

7 

Arklow 

- 

- 

27 

_ 

2 

4 10 

11 

42  18 

10 

74 

9 

11 

3 

14 

Drogheda 

- 

- 

214 

11 

9 

174  9 

3 

356  - 

10 

745 

1 

10 

37 

5 

Dundalk 

- 

- 

153 

19 

6 

103  3 

8 

301  12 

1 

558 

15 

3 i 

27 

Galway  - 

. 

- 

130 

7 

7 

27  11 

9 ' 

106  18 

6 

264 

17 

1°  , 

13 

4 

Limerick 

. 

- 

579 

- 

6 

102  14 

6 

421  7 

4 

1,103 

2 

4 1 

67 

3 

Tralee 

- 

- 

76 

11 

8 

9 12 

7 

41  4 

3 

127 

8 

6 

6 

7 

Kilrush  - 

- 

- 

18 

9 

6 

1 19 

5 

7 5 

11 

27 

14 

10 

1 

7 

9 

Clare 

- 

- 

30 

3 

8 

6 19 

8 

13  10 

1 

50 

13 

5 

2 

10 

8 

Londonderry  - 

- 

- 

433 

1 

7 

736  13 

6 

66  10 

3 

1,236 

5 

4 

62 

8 

2 

Ballyraine 

- 

- 

13 

1 

10 

23  6 

11 

5 

36 

19 

2 

1 

17 

_ 

Nowry  - 

- 

- 

342 

1 

- 

172  14 

2 

426  5 

3 

941 

— 

5 

51 

1 

10 

Strangford 

- 

- 

41 

4 

4 

08  4 

6 

30  13 

4 

170 

2 

2 

8 

10 

- 

Killough  - 

- 

- 

5 

4 

3 

13  14 

4 

3 17 

2 : 

22 

15 

9 

1 

2 

9 

Newcastle 

- 

- 

4 

16 

4 

11  5 

7 

3 19 

10  j 

20 

1 

9 

1 

_ 

- 

Ross 

- 

. 

173 

16 

1 

13  7 

10 

215  15 

10 

402 

19 

9 

20 

3 

_ 

- 

- 

206 

2 

10 

190  19 

4 

45  11 

7 

442 

13 

9 

24 

1 

9 

ICillala  - 

. 

. 

5 

11 

1 

8 6 

11 

- 4 

5 

14 

2 

5 

- 

14 

1 

Ballina  - 

- 

. 

19 

10 

8 

15  17 

8 

2 14 

11 

38 

3 

3 

1 

18 

•2 

Ballyshannon 

- 

- 

31 

10 

1 

11  9 

8 

2 4 

6 

45 

4 

3 

2 

5 

3 

Donegal  or  Killybegs 

- 

22 

2 

8 

31  16 

2 

6 7 

10 

59 

6 

8 

2 

19 

4 

\V  aterford 

- 

- 

852 

12 

2 

85  15 

7 

1,068  9 

10 

2,006 

17 

7 

102 

16 

- 

Dungarvon 

- 

37 

11 

— 

- nil 

- 

98  8 

5 

135 

19 

5 

6 

16 

- 

Westport 

- 

- 

67 

11 

3 

40  4 

11 

18  19 

3 

126 

15 

5 

6 

8 

5 

Belmullet 

- 

- 

4 

2 

10 

3 5 

4 

- 1 

7 

7 

9 

9 

- 

7 

6 

Wexford 

- 

- 

230 

7 

4 

45  4 

_ 

324  6 

10 

599 

18 

2 

30 

15 

4 

Bannow  - 

- • - 

4 

17 

3 

- 8 

30  13 

3 

35 

18 

0 

1 

15 

10 

Total 

- - - 

£. 

12,282 

10 

6 

6,438  9 

10 

11,210  15 

7 

29,940 

15 

10 

1,530  15  6 

Ballast-office,  Dublin,"! 
8 May  1845.  J 


William,  Bigger, 

Ballast-master  of  tlie  Port  of  Dublin,  and  Comptroller  of 
Lighthouse  Duties. 


(Examined  at  Lady-day.) 

John  Cossart. 


Appendix,  No.  45 

(A)- 

Entries  of  Vessels 
for  which  Light 
Dues  have  been 
Paid,  &c. 


RETURN  of  the  Number  of  Entities  of  Vessels  for  which  Light  Dues  have  been  paid  to  the  Cor- 
poration for  Preserving  and  Improving  the  Port  of  Dublin,  at  each  Port  of  Collection  in  Enmm 
and  Wales,  in  Scotland,  and  in  Ireland,  in  the  Year  1S43:  and  showing  the  Numberof  Entries  of  Ves- 
sels in  each  Kingdom. 


ENGLISH  AND 


PORTS. 

Number  of 
Entries. 

Aberystwith  - - - _ . 1 

188 

Aldbo  rough  - 

nil. 

Arundel  ----- 

19 

Barnstaple  ----- 

27 

Beaumaris  - 

859 

Berwick  ------ 

Bideford  ------ 

Boston  ------ 

Bridgewater  ----- 

BridTington 

Bridport  ------ 

Bristol  ------ 

840 

WELSH  PORTS. 


PORT  S. 

Entries. 

Cardiff I 

Cardigan-  - - - - ■ ' 

Carlisle  - - - - 

Chester  - - - - - " i 

479 

104 

55 

13 

29 

Chepstow  - - - - - 1 

Chichester  - - - - - 

Clay  and  Blackney  - 

13 

Colchester 

Cowes  ------ 

Dartmouth 

Deal  ------ 

Dover  ------ 

nil- 

4 
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Entries. 

PORTS. 

Exeter  - 

Falmouth 

Faversham 

Fleetwood 

Fowey  - 

Gainsborough  - 

Gloucester 

Goole  - 

Grimsby  - 

Harwich  - 

Helston  and  Gweek 

Hull  - 

Ipswich  - 

Lancaster 

Liverpool 

Leigh 

Llanelly  - 

London  - 

Lyme 

Lynn  - - 

Maldon  - 
Milford  - 
’Newcastle 
Newhaven 
Newport  - 
Padstow 


Penzance 
Plymouth  - 
Poole  - 
Portsmouth  - 
Ramsgate  - 
Rochester  - 
Rye  - - - 

Scarborough 
Scilly  (St.  Mary’s) 
Shoreham  - 
St.  Ives 
Southampton 
Southwold  - 
Stockton 
Sunderland  - 
Swansea 
Truro  - 

Wells  - - - 

Weymouth  - 
Whitby 
Whitehaven  - 
Woodbridge- 
Yarmouth 


Appendix,  No.  45 

(A ■)_ 

Entries  of  Vessels 
for  which  Light 
Dues  have  been 
Paid,  &c. 


SCOTCH 

: PORTS. 

PORTS. 

Number  of 
Entries. 

PORTS. 

[ Number  of 
Entries. 

Aberdeen  - 

70 

251 

Alloa  ------ 

2 

Kircudbright  - 

72 

Kirkaldy  ----- 

Banff 

51 

15 

Borrowstoness  - 

16 

85 

Campbletown  - 

80 

16 

Douglas  ------ 

160 

13 

Dumfries  - 

95 

Perth 

9 

Dunbar  ------ 

11 

115 

Dundee  ------ 

82 

23 

Fisherrow  ----- 

10 

90 

Glasgow  ------ 

2,063 

4 

Grangemouth  - - - - - 

Greenock  ----- 

20 

Wick 

148 

Inverness  - 

51 

Wigtown 

21 

4,691 

IRISH  PORTS. 


Number  of 
Entries. 


PORTS. 


Number  of 
Entries. 


Baltimore 

Castletownsend 

Bantry 

Berehaven 

Belfast 

Larne 

Carrickfergus  - 
Bangor 
Donaghadee 
Coleraine 
Cork  ■_ 

Kin  sale  - 
Youghal  - 
Cove 

Clonakilty 
Dublin  . 
Balbrigean 
Wicklow  - . 

-Arklow  - 
Drogheda 
Dundalk  - 
Galway  - 


73 

23 

10 

08 

3,473 

356 

nil. 

nil. 

115 

174 

2,015 

213 

47 

227 

54 

5,109 

269 

216 

126 

731 

628 

106 


Limerick 
Tralee 
Kilrush 
Clare 

Londonderry  - 
Ballyraine 
Newry  - 

Strangford 
Killougli  - 
Carlingford 
Newcastle 

Sligo  - - - 

Killala  and  Donegal 
Ballina 

Ballyshannon  - 
Killybegs 
Waterford 

Dungarvon 
Ross  - 
Westport 

Newport  - 
Wexford  - 

Bannow  - 


445 

124 

16 

29 

342 

61 

826 

409 

97 

nil. 

100 

242 

51 

34 

24 

nil. 

1,278 
20  7 
390 
77 
nil. 
663 
101 


19,658 


Ballast  Office,  Dublin, T, 
14  May  1846.  f 

O.36. 


4G 


William  Bigger, 

Ballast  Master,  Port  of  Dublin. 
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APPENDIX  TO  REPORT  FROM  THE 


Appendix,  No.  46. 

AN  ACCOUNT  in  detail  of  the  Amount  off.  2,406. 16s.  10  A charged  for  Establishment  at  Dublin,  in  the  Account 
rendered  for  the  Year  1844;  stating  the  Sala  ries  above  £.50  each,  and  the  Names  of  the  Persons  receiving  the 


SALARIES  (Moiety). 


Amount 
Charged  to 
Lighthouses. 


Comptroller  Light  Duties  - 
Secretary  - 

Bookkeeper  & Clerk  Cheque 
Inspector  of  Works  - 
Assistant  ditto  - 
Examiner  of  Light  Duties  - 
Assistant  ditto  - 
Assistant  ditto  - 
Assistant  Secretary’s  Office 
Superintendentof  LightShips 
Pay  Clerk  - 


Wm.  Bigger,  for  self  and  clerks 
H.  Vereker  ------ 

J.  Hanks  ------ 

George  Halpin  - 

George  Halpin,  jun.  - 

John  Cossart  ------ 

Richard  Crooke  - 

Wm.  Hanks  ------ 

Wm.  Davies  ------ 

F.  J.  Turner  ------ 

R.  Sutton  ------ 

The  Ballast-office  House. 
Attendants,  one  year  - - - - 

House  servants,  ditto  - - - 

Messenger,  lodging,  ditto  - - - 

Workmen,  repairing  - - - - 

T.  Bell,  rent,  one  year  - - - - 

Insurance  ------ 

Taxes : 

Police,  grand  jury,  &c.  &c.  &c.  - 

G.  Hoyte,  paint  - 

J.  Clarke,  ironwork  - - - - 

Perrys  - ditto  - 

W.  Walker,  cleaning  windows  and  offices,  &c. 
W.  M'Cready,  furniture  - - - - 

T.  Jackson,  painting  outside  - - - 

J.  Smyth,  sundries  - 
J.  Hughes,  re-setting  grate  - 

M.  Flanagan,  lime  - - - - - 

E.  Gaskin,  care  of  clocks  - 
R.  M'Kenna,  firebricks  - - - - 

O’Toole  & Lee,  matting  - - - - 

J.  Martin,  coals  - - - - - 

J.  Mulligan,  brooms  - 
The  Secretary,  petty  expenses 
Wm.  Davis  - - ditto  - - - 


£. 

582 
225  - 
150  - 
55°  - 
200  - 
20X  10 

100  - 


s.  d. 
6 - 


J34  19  6 


46  14 
12  3 


16 

3 


£.  t.  d. 


2,303  16  - 


17  6 


Moiety  to  Charge  against  Lighthouses  in  the  Year  1844 


Charge  for  Establishment  at  Dublin  - 


Ballast-office,  Dublin, 1 
is  June  1845.  J’ 


J.  Hanks,  , _ 

Bookkeeper  and  Clerk  Cheque. 

H.  Vereker,  Secretary. 


Appendix,  No.  46 

(A.) 

Salaries  and  Bills 
paid  to  Surveyors, 
&c. 


RETURN  of  the  Corporation  for  Preserving  and  Improving  the  Port  of  Dublin. 

AN  ACCOUNT  of  the  Salaries  and  Bills  paid  to  Surveyors  and  Engineers  for 
Commissions,  and  Travelling  Charges,  by  the  Ballast  Board,  for  Services  at  the  Lig 
houses  in  each  Year,  from  1834  to  1844,  both  inclusive. 

— Nil.  — 

All  surveys,  plans,  &c.,  are  prepared  by  the  inspector  and  assistant,  for  ^ 
additional  salary  or  remuneration  is  paid;  travelling  expenses  when  on  such  servic 
charged  to  the  particular  lighthouse. 


Ballast-office,  Dublin, 
July  1845. 


1)  William  Bigger, 
imptroller  of  Lighthouse 

J.  Hanks,  Book-keeper. 
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Appendix,  No.  47. 


BETUKN  showing  the  State  of  the  Charities  and  Superannuate®  Allowances  paid  by  the  Commissioners  of  the 
Ballast  Board,  from  Light  Dues  ; stating  the  Details  under  each  Head,  for  the  Year  184*. 


PENSIONS  AND  CHARITIES,  1844. 


Edward  Byrne 
Patrick  Dillon 
Mary  Cahill  - - " 
Ellen  Mansfield  - 
Elizabeth  Bishop  - 
Dora  Wishart  - - 
John  Wishart  - - cl 
Mary  Cane  - - 
Mary  Moran  - - 
Anne  Walsh  - - 
Winf.  Kennedy  - 
Honora  Kennedy 
Timothy  Kennedy  ■ 
Anne  Kennedy  - ■ 
Margaret  Conroy 
BndgetConroy1twii 
Martin  Conroy  J 
Mary  Rivett  - - ■ 
Ellen  Rivett  - - • 
Mary  Rivett  - - 
Louisa  Rivett  - - ■ 
Anthony  Devitt  - 
Charlotte  Wilson  - • 
Martha  Wilson  - ■ 
Charlotte  Wilson 
Anne  Polly  - - ■ 
Henry  Harding  - ■ 
Erancis  Harding  - 
Mary  Anne  Harding 
Jane  Harding 
Elizabeth  Cullen  - 
Michael  Cullen  - 
Anne  Butler  - - 
Robert  Butler 
Anne  Butler  - - 


- child,  born  Aug.  l 

- - - widow 


- born  June  1 

- „ June  1 

„ June  l 

- „ Dec.  1 

- widow 

{born  June  l 
„ June 
- widow 
- born  July  i 
- „ Mar.  1 

- „ Jan.  1 


- widow 

- born  Mar.  x 

- „ Nov.  1 

- widow 

- born  Sept.  1 

„ Sept.  1 

- „ Mar.  1 

- „ June  1 

- widow 

- born  June  1 

- widow 

- born  Dec.  i 

- „ Dec.  X 


Jane  Lake  -----  born  July  x 
Edward  Lake  - - - - „ April  x 

Catherine  Dirrane  - - widow 
Hannah  Dirrane,  (2  mo.)  born  Jan.  1 
Edward  Dirrane  - - - „ Dec.  x 

Catherine  Dirrane  - - „ Sept.  1 

John  Dirrane  - - - - „ June  1! 

Mary  Dirrane"!  . . f „ Mav  1 

Anne  Dirrane J vvms  \ „ May 

Mary  Browne  - - widow 

Daniel  Browne,  (a  mo.)  - born  Jan.  1 
John  Browne  Nov.  1 

Cornelius  Browne  - - „ Dec.  x 

Mary  Browne  - - - „ Feb.  1 

Patrick  Browne  - - - „ Dec.  x 

William  Tbullier  - - - „ July  1 

Isabella  Allison  - - - widow 
Mary  Walsh,  widow,  from  20  June  x 
Teresa  Walsh  - - - - born  Aug.  1 

Alicia  Walsh  - - - - „ April  x 

Agnes  Walsh  - - - - „ Nov.  x 

Bartholomew  W alsh  - - „ Jan.  x 


The  following  Persons  petitioned,  and 
were  granted  donations,  viz: — 


R.  M! Murray  - - - - 25  Jan.  1844 
F.  Clarke  ------  14  Mar.  - 

J.  Hickey  - - - - - 17  Oct.  - 
P.  Kinsella  -----  15  Nov.  - 


Catherine  Lake  - - - widow 


SUPERANNUATED  ALLOWANCES,  X844. 


Superannuated  Lighthouse  Keepers  : 


Leonard  Manly 
Walter  Adamson 
D.  Kirwan 
R.  Roche 


Superannuated  Master  of  Light  Ship  : 
Patrick  Hurley  - - - - 


Seaman  of  Light  Ship : 
John  Walsh  - 


Superannuated  Pay  Clerk : 
Ed.  A.  Gibbon  - 


Ballast  office,  Dublin,  "I  J" Ha7jcS’  Clerk  Cheque  and  Book-keePer* 

1 4 June  x 845.  / H.  Vereker,  Secretary. 

”•36-  4 g 2 
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Appendix,  No.  48.  RETURN  of  the  Total  Amount  of  Oil  purchased  by  the  Corporation  for  Preserving  and  Improvin 

the  Port  of  Dublin,  for  Irish  Lighthouses,  in  the  under-mentioned  Years,  from  whom  procured 

Price  of  Oil  since  , „ , ^ -n  • , t> 1 ’ na 

1833. 


whether  by  Contract  or  Private  Purchase. 


YEAR. 

Number  ! 
of 

Gallons 

taken. 

Price 

per 

Imperial  ! 
Gallon.  | 

AMOUNT. 

FROM  WHOM  PURCHASED. 

Whether 
under  Contract 

Private  Parehase. 

1833 

22,878 

s.  d. 
5 - 

£.  s.  d. 
5,719  10  - 

Mr.  Henry  Rathbome,  Dublin  - 

1834 

21,748 

0 6 

5,980  14  - 

- - ditto  - - - ditto 

1835 

23,970 

5 3 j 

6,292  2 6 

- - ditto  - - - ditto 

1836 

21,839  ! 

5 10 

6,369  14  2 

- - ditto  - - - ditto 

1837 

27,023  1 

6 0 

8,977  9 6 

- - Messrs.  J.  & II.  Rathbome, 

1838 

28,364 

6 6 

9,218  6 - 

Dublin. 

, - - ditto  - - - ditto 

1839 

27,601 

7 9 

10,695  7 9 

- - ditto  - - - ditto 

1840 

30,405 

8 10 

13,428  17  0 

- - Messrs.  J.  JBouleott  & Co.  Lon- 

1841 

30,717 

7 9 

11,902  16  9 

don. 

- - ditto  - - - ditto 

1842 

26,087 

6 9 

! 8,804  7 3 

- - Messrs.  J.  & H.  Rathbome, 

1843 

27,651 

5 10 

8,064  17  6 

Dublin. 

- - Messrs.  J.  Boulcott  & Co.  Lon-  ' 

1844  | 
1 

30,281 

5 9 

8,705  15  9 

don. 

- - ditto  - - - ditto 

- ditto. 

Ballast-office,  Dublin,"!  J.  Hanks, 

8 May  1845.  J Clerk  Check  and  Book-keeper. 


Appendix,  No.  49. 

Composition  in 
lieu  of  Light  Dues 
since  1834. 


AN  ACCOUNT  of  all  Compositions  in  lieu  of  Light  Dues  made  by  the  Commis- 
sioners of  the  Ballast  Board  in  Dublin  since  1834. 

— Nil.— 

Ballast-office,  Dublin,  June  1845.  H.  Verelcer,  Secretary. 


0 State  of  the  Debt  (if  any)  of  the  Ballast  Board.” 

This  corporation  have  not  incurred  any  debt  on  the  lighthouse  fund  under  their  control. 
Ballast-office,  Dublin,  12  June  1845.  II.  Verelcer,  Secretary. 

J.  Hanics,  Clerk  Cheque  and  Book-keeper. 


Appendix,  No.  49  (A.). 


Amount  of  Light  Dues  paid  Yearly  on  the  undermentioned  Ships. 


— 

— 

Tons 

per  Register. 

Pays 

per  Voyage. 

Makes  in  the  Year 

£.  s.  d. 

Triton  - 

Belfast  and  London  trader 

128 

£.  s.  d. 
10  14  4 

5 voyages 

53  “ 8 

British  Queen 

Galway  - - ditto 

135  1 

5 16  - 

G voyages 

3+ 16  - 

Diligence  - 

Dublin  - - ditto 

121 

6 16  - 

6 voyages 

40  16  - 

Harriet  - - - 

Limerick  - - ditto 

178 

6 19  - 

6 voyages 

41  14  " 

Ann  - 

Cork  - - - ditto 

I56 

6 12  - 

6 voyages 

39  12  - 

718 

Tons  pays 

per  annum  - - - £. 

210  9 8 

If  718  tons  pays  210/.  9s.  8 d.  yearly,  then  one  ton  will  pay  annually  55.  11  £d. 

Agnes,  a Mediterranean  and  London  trader,  137  tons,  making  three  voyages  annually,  nays  8/.  is.  per  voyage,  or 
24 1.  3s.  per  annum.  0 J 

If  137  tons  pays  24Z.  35.,  then  one  ton  pays  annually  3s.  6 id.  per  ton. 

Eleanor  Russell,  London  to  Calcutta  and  back,  306  tons,  pays,  and  makes  one  voyage  yearly,  17 1.  13s. 

It  300  tons  pays  17 1.  13$.,  then  one  ton  pays  annually,  is.  l £cL  per  ton. 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


SELECT  COMMITTEE  ON  LIGHTHOUSES. 


605 


LIST  of  the  Lighthouses  and  Floating  Lights  on  the  Coasts  of  Ireland,  under  the  Management  Arma,  r vr 
of  the  Ballast  Board  ; stating  the  Number  of  Burners  in  each,  and  distinguishing  the  Character  of  APPen“,x>  ‘s'°- 


of  t 
each  Light. 


COAST  LIGHTS. 


Wicklow,  Upper  - Li 

Wicklow,  Lower 

Tuskar  Rock  - 

Hook  Tower  - 

Cork  - 

Kinsale  - 

Cape  Clear 

Skelligs  Rocks,  Upper 
Skelligs  Rocks,  Lower 
Loophead 
Arran  Island  - 
Slyne  Head,  South  - 
Slyne  Head,  North  - 
Clare  Island  - 
Eagle  Island,  East  - 
Eagle  Island,  West 
Tory  Island  - 
Loughswilly  - 
Innistrahul 

Maidens’  Rocks,  North 
Maidens’  Rocks,  South 
Copeland  Island 
South  Rock  - 
St.  John’s  Point 
Carlingford  - 


Howth  Bailly 

Floating  Lights : 
Kish  - 
Arklow  - 
Coningbeg 


jhthouse 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto  - 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto  - 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto  - 

ditto 


HARBOUR  LIGHTS. 


Poolbeg  - - Lighthouse 

Kingstown,  East  - ditto  - 

Kingstown,  West  - 
Duncannon  Fort 
Duncannon,  North  - 
Dunmore 
Charlesfort 
Crookhaven  - 
Valentia 
Kilkadraan 
Tarbert  Rock  - 
Mutton  Island 
Innisgort 

Black  Rock  - - 

Oyster  Island,  North 
Oyster  Island,  South 
Killybegs 

Killybegs  Harbour  - 
Innishowen,  West  - 
Innishowen,  East  - 
Larne  Lough  - 
Donaghadee  - 
Ardglass 
Greenore  Point 
Drogheda,  North  - 
Drogheda,  East 
Drogheda,  West 
Howth  Pier  - 
North  Wall  - 


ditto 

ditto 

ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
Lamps  or 
Burners 


Character 
of  the  Light. 


fixed  - 
ditto  - 
revolving  - 
fixed  - 
ditto  - 
ditto  - 
revolving  - 
fixed  - 
ditto  - 
ditto  - 
revolving  - 
fixed  - 
revolving  - 
fixed  - 
ditto  - 
ditto  - 
ditto  - 
ditto  - 
revolving  - 
fixed  - 
ditto  - 
ditto  - 
revolving  - 
intermitting 
fixed  - 
ditto  - 
ditto  - 

three  lanterns 
one  ditto  - 
two  ditto  - 
Burners  - 


Character 
of  the  Light. 


fixed  - 
revolving 

fixed  - 
ditto  - 
ditto  - 
ditto  - 
ditto  - 
ditto  - 
ditto  - 
ditto  - 
ditto  - 
ditto  - 
ditto  - 
ditto  - 
ditto  - 
ditto  - 
ditto  - 
ditto  - 
ditto  - 
ditto  - 
ditto  - 
ditto  - 
ditto  - 
revolving- 
fixed  - 
ditto  - 
ditto  - 
ditto  - . 
ditto  - 
burners  - 


1 May  1845. 

O.36. 


No.  of 
Burners. 


No.  of 
Burners. 


216 

583 

799 


- - Showing  one  red  and  two 
white  faces. 

A red  light  towards  sea. 

| White  or  bright. 


White  or  bright. 


- - Showing  one  red  and  two 
white  faces  or  lights. 


A red  light  to  seaward. 


Flashing. 


- - Showing  white  and  red  faces 
or  lights  alternately. 

A red  light. 


A red  light  to  seaward. 

| White  or  bright. 

- - A red  light  to  seaward,  white 
to  river. 

A red  light  to  seaward. 


A red  light  to  seaward. 
A red  light. 


A red  light. 


A red  light  to  seaward. 

In  Harbour  Lights. 

In  Coast  Lights. 

Total. 


George  Harpin,  Inspector  of  Lighthouses. 
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Appendix,  No.  51. 

Lighthouses 
erected  on  the 
Coast  of  Ireland, 
from  1834101844. 


Appendix,  No.  52. 

Applications  for 
the  Erection  of 
Lights  since  1834. 


LIST  of  Lighthouses  erected  on  the  Coast  of  Ireland,  from  the  Year  1834  to  Year  1844 


Lighthouses. 

1.  Tarbert  Rock  - 

2.  Black  Rock  (Sligo) 

3,  4.  Eagle  Island  (2  lights) 

5,  6.  Slyne  Head  (2  lights)  - 
7.  Donaghadee  - 
8,  9.  Oyster  Island  (2  lights) 

10,  11.  Innishovven  (2  lights)  - 

12.  Duncannon,  North 

13. '  Killybegs  Harbour 

14.  Larne  Lough  - 

15.  Valentia  - - - - 

16,  17,  18.  Drogheda  (3  lights) 

19.  Crookliaven  - - - 

20.  St.  John’s  Point  - 


Year  of  Erection. 

- 1834  - 

- 1835  - 

- 1835  - 

- 1836  - 

- 1836  - 

- 1837  - 

- 1837  - 

- 1833  - 

- 1838  - 

- 1839  - 

- 1841  - 

- 1842  - 

- 1843  - 

- 1844*  - 


Harbour  light, 
ditto. 

Coast  light, 
ditto. 

Harbour  light, 
ditto, 
ditto, 
ditto. 

- ditto. 

- ditto. 

- ditto, 
ditto, 
ditto. 

Coast  light. 


July  1845. 


(signed)  Geo,  Halpin. 


RETURN"  showing  the  list  of  Persons  who  hate  applied  for  or  pointed  out  different  Stations  for  the  Erection  of 
Lighthouses  since  1834 ; distinguishing  which  of  the  Places  have  been  Surveyed,  and  the  Places  on  which 
(if  any)  the  Lighthouses  have  been  Elected. 


Date  of 
Application. 

Application  received  from 

Site  proposed  for 
Lighthouse. 

Whether 

Surveyed. 

If  Erected, 
and  where  Erected. 

March  1835 

Merchants  and  shipowners 

Ardboar  Harbour  - 

Surveyed 

Not  erected. 

of  Clifden. 

„ 1837 

Merchants  and  shipowners 

Valentia  Island,  Co.  Kerry 

Erected  011  Valentia  Island. 

of  Yalentia. 

October  „ 

Lord  Downshirc 

St.  John’s  Point,  Co.  Down 

Point,  Co.  Down  (1843,  see 

Commissioners  of  Drogheda 

Harbour. 

Coast  Guard  ... 

Galway  Harbour  - 

November  „ 

Shipowners,  &c. 

Rock-a-Bill,  Co.  Dublin  - 

December  „ 

Coast  Guard  - 

Bearhaven,  Bantry  Bay  - 

- ditto  - 

- - In  progress  of  erection  on 

January  1838 

Coast  Guard  ... 

C'astlctownsend,  Co.  Cork 

Not  erected. 

April  „ 

Coast  Guard,  and  Memorial 

Crookliaven,  Co,  Cork 

December  „ 

from  sundry  Persons. 

Commissioners  of  Drogheda 
Harbour. 

Drogheda  ... 

- ditto  - 

Erected. 

January  1839 

Coast  Guard  ... 

St  John’s  Point,  Co.  Down 

- - Erected  on  St.  John’s 

May  „ 

Point,  Co.  Down  (1843,  see 

Shipowners,  &c.  of  Strang- 
ford. 

Rock  Angus,  Co.  Down  - 

- ditto  - 

Not  erected. 

June  „ 

Chamber  of  Commerce,  Bel- 

St.  John’s  Point,  Co.  Down 

- - Erected  on  St.  John's 

February  1840 

fast. 

Shipowners,  &c.  of  Youghal 

January  1841 

Masters  of  Vessels  trading 

- - Rathlii)  O’Birne,  Co. 

- - In  progress  of  erection  on 

April  „ 

to  Sligo. 

Ratlilin  O’Birne  Island. 

Coast  Guard-office 

- - Black  Rock,  in  Black 

Not  erected. 

inly  ,, 

Coast  Goard-office  - 

Sod  Bay,  Co.  Mayo. 

November  „ 

Sir  Valentine  Blake  - 

Galway  Pier  ... 

December  „ 

Ballast-office,  Derry  - 

- - Bathlin  Island,  Co.  A n- 

March  1843 

Coast  Guard-office 

Coast  Guard-office 

- Castlepoint,  Broadhaven, 
Co.  Mayo. 

- ditto  - 

- ditto. 

Ballast-office,  Dublin,  June  1845.  H.  Vereker,  Secretary- 
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RETURN  showing:  the  Members  of  the  Corporation  for  Preserving  and  Improving  the  Port  of 
Dublin,  the  Date  of  their  Election,  with  Rank  and  Station. 


NAMES  OF  MEMBERS. 


The  Lord  Mayor 
The  High  Sheriff 
Arthur  Guinness,  esq. 

Thomas  Wilson,  esq.  - 
Thomas  Crostkwait,  esq. 

George  Frederick  Brooke,  esq. 
George  Roe,  esq. 

Simeon  Boilean,  esq.  - 
David  Charles  La  Touche,  esq. 
Charles  Haliday,  esq. 

Robert  Dudley  Oliver,  esq. 
Cornelius  Sullivan,  esq. 

Richard  Cane,  esq. 

Francis  Augustus  Codd,  esq. 

Hans  Blackwood  Hamilton,  esq. 
Sir  John  Kingston  James,  hart. 
George  Alexander  Hamilton,  esq. 
George  Pim,  esq. 

James  Twigg,  esq. 

Alderman  Joseph  Boyce 
— Timothy  O’Brien 
— Charles  Peter  Gaven 

Ballast-office,  Dublin, 1 
May  1846.  J 


DATE  OF  ELECTION. 

RANK  AND  STATION. 

f Ex-officio  members, 
< under  Act  of  Incor- 
poration. 

21  June  - 1811 

26  October  1821 

30  June  - 1826 

ditto. 

24  April  - 1829 

ditto. 

2 April  - 1S30 

ditto. 

29  July  - 1831 

ditto. 

19  April  - 1833 

banker. 

11  October  — 

merchant. 

10  January  1834 

admiral. 

1 August  — 

gentleman. 

10  April  - 1835 

army  agent. 

15  July  - 1836 

merchant. 

26  July  - 1839 

ditto. 

7 January  1842 

ditto. 

28  April  - 1843 

Member  of  Parliament. 

2 June  - 1843 

gentleman. 

4 August  1843 

merchant. 

1 January  1S45 

merchant.-]  Elected  by  the  City  Cor- 
ditto.  J.  poration,  under  Mu- 

ditto.  J nicipal  Act. 

H.  Vereker,  Secretary. 

A LIST  of  Visits  made  by  the  Commissioners  of  the  Ballast  Board  in  Dublin  to  view  any 
of  the  Lighthouses  in  Ireland,  in  each  of  the  last  Ten  Years;  stating  the  Dates,  and  the 
Names  of  the  Commissioners  who  went  on  such  Visits. 

No  record  is  kept  of  the  visits  of  the  Commissioners  to  the  lighthouses,  such  visits  not 
being  official ; the  duty  of  officially  visiting  the  lighthouses  being  imposed  on  the  Inspector 
of  Lighthouses. 

Ballast-office,  Dublin,  June  1845.  II.  Vereker,  Secretary. 


A BATEMENT  of  all  the  Changes,  by  the  Ballast  Board  in  Dublin,  in  the  Amount  of 
Light  Dues  charged  for  any  Light,  and  in  the  Diminution  of  Expense  in  collecting 
these  Dues,  introduced  since  the  passing  of  the  Act  6 & 7 Will.  4,  c.  79. 

No  change  *las  kee.n  made  in  the  charge  for  any  particular  light ; but  the  Board  in  1844 
sent,  or  the  approbation  of  the  Queen  in  Council,  a new  light  table,  proposing  to  reduce  the 
andT6  , j lights  10  per  cent.,  by  authorizing  the  collectors  in  England,  Scotland, 

a Ireland,  to  deduct  that  sum  from  each  light  bill.  This  table  has  not  yet  been  returned 
to  the  corporation. 

ibp11^6  exPen.se  °f  collecting,  a reduction  lias  been  made:  10  per  cent,  was  paid  in  London: 
fiVp  remunerati?"  now  allowed  to  the  collectors  of  all  light  dues  in  Ireland  is  uniformly 
the  ’jv"  j ^n§lan(l  an<l  Scotland  the  collectors  of  Irish  light  dues  are  appointed  by 

per  ceTVk  -an<?  ^or|liera  Light  Commissioners;  and  they  are  allowed  to  retain  five 
outp  t at  tbe  Pr'nc’Pa*  Port>  wtth  2^  per  cent.  011  the  amount  collected  at  the  creeks  or 


Ballast-office,  Dublin,  June  1845.  H.  Vereker,  Secretary. 
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Appendix,  No.  53. 

Members  of  the 
Ballast  Board, 
Dublin,  in  1845. 


Appendix,  No.  54. 

Visits  of  the 
Ballast  Board  to 
Lighthouses  since 
1814. 


Appendix,  No.  54 

(A)- 

Changes  in  the 
Rate  of  Light 
Dues. 
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Appendix,  No.  54 
(B). 

Applications  to 
the  Queen  in 
Council. 


A STATEMENT  of  the  Dates  of  any  Applications  made  by  the  Commissioners  of  the 
Ballast  Board  in  Dublin  to  the  Queen  in  Council,  to  enable  them  to  make  a Reduction 
of  Light  Dues  levied  under  the  Act  6 & 7 Will.  4,  c,  79;  and  stating  for  what  Lights. 

On  the  9th  March  1844  an  application  was  made  to  Her  Majesty  in  Council,  to  enable 
the  Board  to  reduce  the  charge  for  all  Irish  lights  to  per  cent. 


Ballast-office,  Dublin,  June  1845. 


H.  V ereker,  Secretary. 


Appendix,  No.  55. 

Authority  to  pay 
Five  per  Cent,  on 
Collection. 


Authority  to  pay  the  Customs  Officers  in  England  Five  per  Cent,  for  collecting  the 
Irish  Light  Dues  in  England  and  Scotland. 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen,  Dublin  Castle,  12  Sept.  1812. 

The  Lords  Commissioners  of  His  Majesty’s  Treasury,  in  Great  Britain,  having  given 
directions  to  the  Commissioners  of  Customs  forthwith  to  carry  into  effect  the  provisions  of 
the  Act  of  the  last  Session  of  Parliament  for  collecting  and  paying  the  duties  applicable  to 
defraying  the  expenses  of  Lighthouses  round  the  coasts  of  Ireland,  and  also  those  of  the  Act 
of  the  former  Session,  in  respect  to  all  arrears  of  duty  up  to  21  April  last,  and  their  Lord- 
ships  having  further  signified  their  desire,  that  authority  should  be  given  to  the  several  col- 
lectors at  the  ports  of  Great  Britain,  where  such  dues  are  payable,  to  retain  a proportion 
thereof,  not  exceeding  5 per  cent,  as  a remuneration  for  their  trouble  in  collecting  the  same, 
I am  commanded  by  the  Lord  Lieutenant  to  apprise  you,  that  his  Grace  proposes  to  give 
directions  that  5 percent,  be  received  by  the  collectors  in  Great  Britain  for  their  trouble 
in  collecting  the  said  Lighthouse  duties,  provided  such  allowance  appears  to  you  to  be 
reasonable. 

I have,  &c. 

The  Corporation,  (signed)  Robert  Peel. 

&c.  &c.  &c. 


Authority  to  pay  the  Custom-house  Officers  Five  per  Cent,  on  the  Collection  of  the 
Light  Dues. 


Gentlemen,  Treasury  Chambers,  1G  Feb.  1827. 

Having  submitted  to  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  His  Majesty’s  Treasury  your  report 
of  the  Oth  instant,  on  a letter  from  Mr.  Goulburn,  transmitting  one  from  Mr.  Cossart, 
secretary  to  the  Corporation  for  Preserving  and  Improving  the  Port  of  Dublin,  submitting 
that  an  allowance  may  be  granted  to  the  collectors  of  Customs  in  the  ports  of  Ireland  of 
5 per  cent,  on  the  amount  of  Irish  Lighthouse  duties  collected  by  them,  in  like  manner  as  is 
granted  to  the  collectors  at  the  ports  of  Great  Britain,  I have  it  in  command  from  their 
Lordships  to  authorize  you  to  permit  the  collectors  of  Customs  in  Ireland,  from  the  5th 
January  last,  to  retain  such  commission,  not  exceeding  5 per  cent,  upon  the  amount  of  all 
Lighthouse  duties  collected  by  them  respectively,  as  the  Corporation  of  the  Ballast-office 
in  Dublin  may  think  reasonable  ; and  I am  further  to  desire  that  you  will  instruct  your 
collectors  to  render  from  time  to  time  such  accounts  in  regard  to  these  duties  to  the  Corpo- 
ration of  the  Ballast-office  as  they  may  require. 

I am,  &.c. 

(signed)  W.  Bill 

To  the  Commissioners  of  Customs, 

&c.  &c.  8cc. 


Appendix,  No.  56.  OBSERVATIONS  as  to  State  of  Irish  Lights,  on  recent  Inspection. 


Observations  of 
the  Trinity  House 
on  Irish  Lights. 


Sif»  Trinity  House,  London,  19  February  1844. 

Although  the  Committee  of  Elder  Brethren  by  whom  the  lighthouses  and  light  vessels 
upon  the  coast  of  Ireland  were  visited  in  the  latter  part  of  the  summer  of  last  year, 
report  of  their  proceedings  and  observations  therein  soon  after  their  return  to  Lou  on, 
various  circumstances  have,  until  recently,  prevented  the  Board  from  giving  the  severe 
subjects  thereof  that  deliberate  consideration  which  it  was  desirable  they  should  recei  ^ 
prior  to  any  communication  consequent  thereupon  to  the  Corporation  for  preserving  an 
improving  the  port  of  Dublin.  T]  ■ 
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This  having  now  been  done,  I have  it  in  command  m *1.  . 

that  Corporation  the  great  satisfaction  with  which  this  Board  l,o  th&t  y-°UjTu 1 TexPress  to 
Committee’s  Report  of  the  efficient  state  of Inspecting 
establishment  in  Ireland,  and  of  the  good  order  fnd  dea nKt  throughout  the  lighthouse 
both  in  the  dwellings  and  towers.  They  are  "ratified  nkn  in  . W-^1C  1 w^re  invariably  found 
same  commendation  on  the  efficiency  of  the  l?"hts  maintained  .^'ng  enabled  to  bestow  the 
are  ante  the  necessity  of  noticingC in  t?e b".‘ .^7 
the  same  good  order  and  cleanliness  were  not  obsKle W o „ " s,led ' 
below  deck,  dirty,  and  in  want  both  of  light  and  mint  IS  co^rY>  they  were, 

to  the  iron  water-tanks,  which  wid  Ke?Sl  *nSL  ? the  apphcatlon  oi'^\  tar 

"4- :<«  *hT  T4  fr the  S&  “Jy“S ,s  par““- 

quentiy  obscured  by  4 The  Elder’ diere fire  deem  ”4“  t to6  reS  ‘ jS 
Corporation  s attention  to  this  subject,  with  a view  tr>  thn.V  • a .n=>ht,  to  request  your 
and  efficiency  of  this  light  would  S bTmnch tcreased  ifT ,h?  "™*7 
lower  land  to  the  southward  ; and  they  beg  at  ’it 

jection  is  applicable,  although  m minor  decrrep  nl'imr,nri<mn„  . V , llke  °b- 

hid  Head  f Kinsale  which  is  full  °"  *• 

r4p^ 

ilSetLrSa^ 

to  deprive  the  local  navigation  of  this  advantage,  where  it  has  been  or  may  1 be  affo  rZ  1 w 
wita  practicaf  fcdtntat,  T ■TT  •* 

exhibited  by  the ’&  J h.l£dAf^™,n  “ ,m*?rme„d-  tho  %b‘  •*  Tory  Island  is 

ight 


concentric  burner^Pv11^^  by  * catadl.°Ptn£  apparatus,  illuminated  by  a single  lamp  with 

5X3  bS  eTPhT  Sfer  S2S  °f  011  eci"a!,t0  the  CO“pt*on  oAo  mor^  than 

not  glazed  sufficie'ntlv  wjh  *1  brethren  are  aware,  that  at  some  stations  the  lanterns  are 
mirrors  hut  tVm  a • y adm'b  °f  tke  introduction  of  the  complete  apparatus  of 

raSof  n ?i-  TT  of  or  tw0  of  the  cat»P‘rio  tiers,  would  not  be  of  importance  to 

Etl™  effeCt’  W°“ld  °bTiate  ^ teo-ity  for  an  expensive  X«ton  “f 

pre^rtotoe'r  aCt°ry.‘°  lliis  Board  t0  aTaiI  themselves  of  the  present  opportunity  of  ex- 
T ft?**  m nS?  ■ “5  ComSteehX  home 
house  inspector  and  thP  *“?  • of  Mr‘  HalP,n' their  engineer  and  light- 
er voyage  of  inspection!  * Y of  hls  great  attention  to  the  Committee  during 

I am,  &c. 

“cyV4!te4Esq'  C-gned)  J.  Herbert. 
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Observations  of 
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on  Irish  Lights. 
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PAPERS  RELATING  TO  FOREIGN  TONNAGE  AND 
FOREIGN  LIGHTHOUSES. 


Appendix,  No.  J7.  STATEMENT  of  tte  Amorot of  Fomim  Year  1843Ll°HT  D”™S 


Foreign  Tonnage 
which  paid  Light 
Dues,  &c.  1 843. 

England  and  Wales 
Scotland  - 

Ireland  - 

“ 

1,933,121 

165,312 

16,707 

Total  - - - 

■ - 

2,115,230 

Appendix,  No.  57 
(A). 


Trinity  House,  London,  C August  1845. 


J.  Herbert,  Secretary. 


Also  An  ACCOUNT  of  the  Number  of  Foreign  Ships,  and  Amount  of  their  Tonnage, 
that  entered  the  Ports  of  the  United  Kingdom  in  the  Year  1844,  including  their 
repeated  Voyages  with  Cargoes. 

Ships  - - - - 7>247  Tons  - - - " *>143.897 

Custom  House,  London,!  J,l°-  £0VW>  , e . . 

26  July  1845.  J Re§  Gen  of  Sl»PP>»g. 


Appendix,  No.  58. 

Lighthouses  in 
the  United  States 
of  America,  &c. 

_ in  1842. 


LIGHTHOUSES  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES  OF  AMERICA. 

LIST  of  the  Lighthouses  of  the  United  States  of  America  on  1st  July  1842,  showing  the  Name 
of  the  Light,  the  Position,  the  Latitude  and  Longitude,  the  Number  of  Burners,  the  Nature  of 
the  Light,  and  the  Date  of  Erection.  (From  Report  of  Committee  to  Congress.) 


STATE, 

NAME  OF  EIGHT. 


Maine,  Portland  - 
Seguin  - 

Whitehead  - - - 

Franklin  Island 

Wood  Island  - 

• West  Quoddy  Head 

Petit  Menan  - 

Pond  Island  - 

Burnt  Island  - 

Libby  Island  - 

Monhegan  Island  - 

Owl’s  Head  - 

Moose  Peak  Island  - 

Martinieus  Rock,  2 lights 

Pemaquid  Point 

Baker’s  Island 

Cape  Elizabeth,  2 lights  - 

Dice’s  Head  - 

Hendrick’s  Head  - 

Mount  Desert  Rock 

— ■ — ■ Brown’s  Head 

Marshall’s  Point 

Goat  Island  ... 

Negro  Island  - 

Fort  Point  - 

Boon  Island  - 

Eagle  Island  Point 

Naslxo’s  Island 

Bear  Island  - 

Saddleback  Lcdgo  - 

New  Hampshire,  Portsmouth 

White  Island  - 

Whale’s  Back 

Massachusetts,  Boston 

— Thatcher's  Island,  2 lights 

. — — Baker’s  Island,  2 lights  - 

— Plumb  Island,  2 lights 

Cape  Cod  - 

Plymouth,  2 lights 

Wigwam  Point 


43  39  70  17 

43  41  69  46 

44  04  19  13 


43  27 

44  57 
44  25 
43  45 


44  28 
43  51 
43  62 
43  42 

43  33 

44  24 
43  36 
43  52 


70  22 

66  54 

67  40 
09  46 


87 


67  22 

68  56 

69  22 
68  09 

70  15 

68  46 

69  44 
68  05 


43  05 

42  58 

43  04 
42  20 


42  49 
42  04 


70  44 
70  38 

70  43 
70  55 


70  49 
70  04 


Revolviug. 


Year 
in  which 
Built 


lixed 
fixed 
fixed 
fixed 
revolving 
fixed 
fixed 
fixed 
fixed 
fixed 
revolving 
fixed 
revolving 
fixed 
fixed 
fixed 
J 1 fixed 
\_1  revolvS  y 
fixed 
fixed 
fixed 


fixed 

fixed 

fixed 


fixed 

revolving 

fixed 

revolving 

fixed 


fixed 

fixed 

fixed 

fixed 

fixed 


1791 

1795 

1804 


1822 

1824 

1825 


1827 

1828 
1828 


1812 

1837 


1804 

1821 


1797 

1816 

1809 

1797 

1803 

1801 
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STATE, 

NAME  OF  LIGHT. 


Massachusetts,  Scituate,  2 lights 

- — Race  Point  - 

Long  Island  Head  - 

Ton  Pound  Island  - 

Billingsgate  Island  - 

Sandy  Neck  - 

Long  Point  ... 

Gloucester  Point 

Straitmouth  Harbour 

Marble  Head  - 

Ipswich,  2 lights 

Gay  Head  - 

Clark’s  Point 

Cutterhunk  Island  - 

Nantucket  Light 

Nantucket  Beacon  - 

Nantucket  Harbour  Light 

Cape  Poge  ... 

Chatham,  2 lights  - 

Point  Gammon 

Holmes’s  Hole 

Tarpaulin  Cove 

Bird  Island  - 

Monamoy  Point 

Nobsque  Point 

Dumpling  Rock 

Edgartown  ... 

Ned’s  Point  ... 

Nauset  Beach,  8 lights  - 

Mayo’s  Beach,  (Wellfleet) 

Nantucket  Cliff  Beacons  - 

Rhode  Island,  Newport 
— Watch  Hill  ... 
Point  Judith  - 

— ■ Goat  Island  ... 

Dutch  Island  ... 

Warwick  Neck 

- Nay  at  Point.  ... 

- Block  Island  ... 

- Poplar  Point  ... 
Vermont,  Juniper  Island 
Connecticut,  New  London  - 

- Faulkner  Island 

- Lynda  Point  ... 

- Stonington  ... 

- Morgan’s  Point 

- Five-mile  Point 

- Stratford  Point 

- Fayerweather  Island 

- Norwalk  Island 

- Great  Captain’s  Island 
New  York,  Eaton’s  Neck 

- Sand’s  Point  - 

- Old  Field  Light 

- Fire  Island  Inlet 

- Throg’s  Neck  ... 

- Stony  Point  ... 

- Fort  Tompkins 

- Kinderhook,  Coxsakie 

- Four-mile  Point 

- Saugerties  - 
■ Stuyvesont 

- Rondout  Creek 

- Montauk  - 

- Little  Gull  Island 

- Plumb  Island 

- Buffalo  (on  pier)  . 

- Portland  Harbour  - 

- Dunkirk  Light  - 

- Galloo  Island  - 

- Oswego  - 

- Dunkirk  Beacon  . 


Latitude. 

Longitude. 

N umbe 
of 

Fixed 

Revolving. 

42 

12 

70 

43 

15 

fixed 

42 

- 

- 

10 

revolving 

71 

00 

11 

37 

70 

39 

6 

41 

52 

70 

04 

8 

44 

71 

22 

6 

02 

70 

07 

10 

42 

38 

70 

39 

10 

41 

70 

35 

6 

42 

30 

70 

52 

10 

42 

70 

45 

14 

- fixed  and 
revolving. 

49 

10 

revolving 

35 

53 

10 

41 

25 

70 

56 

10 

41 

23 

70 

03 

14 

41 

17 

70 

07 

8 

41 

16 

70 

05 

3 

41 

25 

70 

27 

11 

41 

41 

69 

57 

20 

41 

37 

70 

15 

7 

41 

28 

70 

37 

10 

fixed 

41 

27 

70 

46 

10 

41 

30 

70 

46 

10 

_ 

41 

34 

70 

00 

8 

41 

30 

70 

39 

10 

40 

30 

70 

58 

10 

41 

23 

71 

31 

10 

11 

fixed 

“ Sodus  Bay  and  Beacon 


°.36. 


41  22 
41  29 
41  29 
41  40 
41  44 
41  14 


41  08 
41  02 

40  49 
40  57 
40  51 
40  58 


42  60 
42  32 


43  51 
43  28 


43  12 
43  19 


70  10 
72  43 


72  58 

73  06 
73  13 
73  25 
73  83 
73  24 
73  45 
73  07 
73  15 
73  48 


74  04 


fixed 

revolving 

revolving 

fixed 

fixed 

fixed 

fixed 

fixed 

fixed 

fixed 

fixed 

fixed 

fixed 

fixed 

revolving 

fixed 

revolving 

fixed 

fixed 

fixed 

fixed 

revolving 


fixed 

fixed 


fixed 

fixed 


fixed 

revolving 


1812 

1816 

1819 

1821 

1822 

1826 

1826 

1831 

1835 

1835 

1837 

1799 

1804 

1823 

1769 

1794 

1825 

1801 

1808 

1816 

1817 

1817 

1818 
1823 
1828 
1828 
1828 
1837 

1837 

1838 
1888 


1808 

1810 

1823 

1826 

1826 

1828 

1829 

1831 

1826 

1800 

1801 

1803 

1823 

1831 

1806 

1821 

1808 

1826 

1829 

1798 

1809 

1823 

1826 

1826 

1826 

1828 

1829 

1831 

1835 

1829 


1828 

1829 

1827 

1820 

1822 

1837 

1822 

1825 

( continued ) 
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Lighthouses  in 
the  United  States 
of  America,  &c. 
in  1842. 


APPENDIX  TO  REPORT  FROM  THE 


NAME  OF  LIGHT. 


115  New  York,  Tibbet’s  Point 

116  Horse  Island  - 

117  Niagara  Fort  - 

118  Stony  Point  - 

119  Ogdensburg  - 

120  Princes’  Bay  - 

121  Esopus  Meadows  - 

122  • Robbin’s  Reef  - 

123  Cedar  Island  - 

124  • Silver  Creek  - 

125  Salmon  River  - - - 

126  Cumberland  Head  - 

127  Split  Rock  - - - - 

12S  New  Jersey,  Sandy  Hook,  2 lights 

129  Highlands  of  Neversink,  2 lights 

130  Barnegat  Shoals  - 

131  Cape  May  - 

132  Egg  Island  - 

133  Cohanzey  Creek  - 

134  Pennsylvania,  Presqu’isle 

185  Presqu’isle  Beacon  - 

186  Delaware,  Cape  Henlopen 

137  Cape  Henlopen  Beacon  - 

138  Bombay  Hook  - 

139  Mahon's  Ditch  - 

140  Pennsylvania,  Mispillion  Creek  - 


• Christiana  River 
. Reedy  Island  - 


143  Maryland,  Bodkin  Island 

144  North  Point,  2 lights 

145  Thomas’s  Point 

146  Pool’s  Island  - 

147  Smith’s  Island 

148  Concord  Point 

149  Cove  Point  - 

150  Point  Lookout 

151  Lazaretto  Point 

152  Clay  Island  - 

153  Turkey  Point 

154  Piney  Point  - - - 

155  Sharp’s  Island 

156  Virginia,  Cape  Henry  - 

157  Old  Point  Comfort 

158  Smith’s  Point 

159  New  Point  Comfort 

160  Smith’s  Island  - ' - 

161  Back  River  Point  - 

162  Assateague  Island  - 

163  — Little  Watts’  Island 

164  North  Carolina,  Bald  Head 

165  Federal  Point 

166  Cape  Hatteras 

167  Pamptico  Point 

168  Ooraeoke  - 

169  Cape  Lookout 

170  South  Carolina,  Charleston 

171  Racoon  Key  - - - 

172  North  Island  - 

173  Morris’s  Island,  2 lights  - 

174  Georgia,  Tybee  - 

176  Tybee  Beacon 

170  St.  Simon’s  Island  - 

177  Sapelo  Island 

178  WolPs  Island  Beacons 

179  Little  Cumberland  island 

180  Ohio,  Grand  River 

1S1  Grand  Beacon 

182  Cleveland  - 

183  Cleveland  Beacon  - 

184  Turtlo  Island  - 

185  Sandusky  - 

1 86  Port  Clinton  - 

187  Conneaut  River  Beacon  - 

188  Cunningham  Creek 

1S9  Mouth  of  Huron  River  - 

190  Mouth  of  Black  River 


36  58  75  56 

37  04  70  13 

37  55  76  10 

37  20  76  11 

37  09  75  51 

37  09  76  12 

37  49  75  62 

33  51  78  11 

33  58  78  00 

30  14  75  30 

34  58  75  59 

34  36  76  36 

32  40  79  40 

33  02  79  06 


31  01  81  48 

31  21  81  26 

31  21  81  26 
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NAME  OF  LIGHT. 


Ohio,  Ashtabula  Beacon 

• Cedar  Point  - 

Louisiana,  Bayou  St.  John  - 

Frank’s  Island  - 

South-west  Pass  of  Mississippi 

South  Point  (Gordon’s  Island)  - 

_ Plononntrvn’a  Telor.,1 


Pleasanton’s  Island 

Chefuncta  River  - 

Point  Defer  - 

Port  Pontchartrain  ... 

Pass  Manchac  - 

New  Canal  - 

Vermillion  Bay  ... 

Florida,  St.  Augustine  - 

Musquito  Inlet  - 

— St.  John’s  River  - 

Cape  Florida  - 

Dry  Tortugas  - 

Sand  Key  - 

Key  West  - 

■ St.  George’s  Island  - 
St.  Mark’s  - 

Pensacola  - 

Amelia  Island  - 

St.  Joseph’s  Bay  ... 

Dog  Island  - 

Michigan,  Fort  Gratiot 

Windmill  Point  ... 

Otter  Creek  Point  - 

Bois  Blanc  - 

St.  Joseph’s  River  - 

Thunder  Bay  Island 

Gibraltar  .... 

Grand  River  - 

South  Manitou  Island 

New  Buffalo  - 

Presqu’isle  - 

Mouth  Kalamazoo  River  - 

Pottawatomie-  ... 

■  Saganaw  Bay 

Alabama,  Mobile  - 

Choctaw  Point  - 

Sand  Island  - 

Mississippi,  Cat  Island  ... 
Pass  Christian  - 

Round  Island  - 

Wisconsin,  Milwaukie  - 

■  Root  River  (Racine) 

Chippewagon,  Sheboygan  River 

Manitowac  - 

Illinois,  Chicago  - 
Indiana,  Michigan  City 


25  47 
24  31 
24  21 
24  25 


Revolving. 


fixed 

fixed 


revolving 

revolving 


revolving 

fixed 


fixed 

revolving 

fixed 

fixed 

revolving 

revolving 


fixed 

fixed 

fixed 

fixed 

fixed 

fixed 

fixed 

fixed 

fixed 

fixed 

fixed 

fixed 


revolving 

fixed 

fixed 


1835 
1839 
1811 
1820 
1831 
1831 

1833 

1837 
1826 

1838 
1838 

1838 

1839 

1823 

1834 
1829 
1825 

1825 

1826 
1825 
1833 
1829 

1824 
1838 
1838 
1838 

1825 

1837 
1829 

1829 

1831 

1832 

1838 

1839 
1839 
1839 
1839 
1839 

1836 
1841 
1821 

1830 

1837 

1831 

1831 

1833 
1839 
1839 
1839 
1839 

1832 
1837 


30  Floating  Lights. 


Massachusetts  - 

Connecticut 

New  York  (district)  - 

Delaware  (district)  - 


Maryland 
Virginia  (district) 


O.36. 


125 

141 

100 


72  J 
120 


NAME,  or  WHERE  SITUATED. 


Tuckanuck  Shoal,  north  of  Nantucket. 

Bartlett’s  Reef,  off  New  London. 

Stratford  Point,  Long  Island  Sound. 

Sandy  Hook,  seven  miles  from  the  Hook. 

Five-Fathom  Bank,  off  Cape  May,  or  entrance  to  Delaware 
Bay. 

Brandywine  Shoal,  in  Delaware  Bay,  near  the  entrance. 
Upper  Middle  Shoal,  in  Delaware  Bay,  north-west  of 
Brandywine  Shoals. 

Hooper’s  Straits,  Cliesapeako  Bay,  Maryland,  south  of 
Hooper's  Island. 

Smith’s  Point,  Chesapeake  Bay,  mouth  of  Potomac. 

Craney  Island,  near  mouth  of  Elizabeth  River,  south  of 
Hampton  Roads. 

Willoughby’s  Spit,  between  Lynn  Haven  Bay  and  Hamp- 
ton Roads. 


4 « 3 


( continued ) 
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Virginia  (district) 


North  Carolina 


South  Carolina 
Georgia  - 
Florida  - 
Michigan 


ISO 

125 


125 

125 


NAME,  or  WHERE  SITUATED. 


225 

145 


Wolf-trap  Shoals,  between  the  mouths  of  York  River  and 
the  Rappahannock. 

Mouth  of  Rappahannock,  Windmill  Point. 

Bowler’s  Rock,  in  the  Rappahannock  River. 

Narrows  of  the  Potomac,  about  50  miles  below  Mount 
Vernon. 

Upper  Cedar  Point,  Potomac  River,  Charles  County,  nearly 
opposite  Matthias’s  Point,  or  at  Lower  Cedar  Point. 

Long  Shoal,  in  Pamptico  Sound,  northerly  part. 

South-west  Point,  or  Royal  Shoal,  Pamptico  Sound,  westerly 
of  Ocracoke  Inlet. 

Nine-feet  Shoal,  near  Ocracoke  Inlet,  or  about  4 miles 
north. 

Mouth  of  Neuso  River,  near  its  entrance  into  Pamptico 
Sound. 

Brant  Island  Shoal,  western  part  of  Pamptico  Sound. 

Harbour  Island,  between  Pamptico  and  Core  Sound. 

Wade’s  Point  Shoal,  at  entrance  of  Pasquotank  River  into 
Albemarle  Sound. 

Roanoke  Island,  between  Pamptico  and  Albemarle  Sounds, 
or  near  north  end  of  Croatan  Sound. 

Mouth  of  Roanoke  River,  near  its  entrance  into  Albemarle 
Sound. 

St.  Helena  Bar,  in  St.  Helena  Sound,  near  Morgan’s  Islnad, 
north  of  St.  Helena  Island. 

Tybee  Channel,  below  Savannah,  nearly  opposite  Fort 
Pulaski. 

Carysfort  Reef,  about  one  degree  East  of  Cape  Sable. 

Key  West,  North-west  Passage,  12  miles  from  Key  West. 

Junction  of  Lakes  Huron  and  Michigan. 


Appendix,  No.  58 
(A). 

Correspondence 
of  the  British 
Minister  at  Wash- 
ington. 


Copy  of  a LETTER  from  J3.  R.  Pakenham,  Esq.  to  H.  N.  Addington,  Esq. 

Sir>  Washington,  28  April  1845. 

In  addition  to  the  information  to  be  collected  from  the  documents  transmitted  with  my 
other  letter  of  this  date,  relative  to  the  lighthouses  of  the  United  States,  it  may  be  as  well 
that  I should  state  the  following  facts,  which  are  not  made  evident  by  a perusal  of  those 
documents,  and  which  may  not  perhaps  have  been  otherwise  brought  to  the  knowledge  of 
Her  Majesty’s  Government. 

The  expense  of  the  lighthouse  establish  men  of  the  United  States  is  not  provided  for,  as 
in  England,  by  a tax  or  charge  upon  shipping,  but  is  defrayed  out  of  the  general  revenue  of 
the  country,  and  forms  the  subject  of  an  annual  appropriation  by  Congress. 

The  average  appropriation  for  this  purpose,  for  some  years  past,  may  be  stated  at  about 
400,000  dollars:  the  expense  of  all  the  lights  at  present  existing,  taken  together,  would 
make  the  annual  charge  for  each,  as  nearly  as  possible,  3 ,080  dollars. 

Whenever  a new  light  is  required,  a special  appropriation  is  made  for  its  erection  and 
establishment,  on  the  recommendation  of  the  Committee  on  Commerce  of  either  House  ot 
Congress,  to  which  committees  petitions  on  such  subjects  are  referred. 

The  appropriation  for  the  approaching  financial  year,  that  is  to  say,  the  year  ending 
30th  June  1846,  will  be  found  detailed  in  the  paper  herewith  enclosed.  No  appropriation 
for  the  establishment  of  new  or  additional  lights  was  made  during  the  last  session  of  Con- 
gress ; but  a Bill  is  still  pending,  providing  tor  the  erection  of  lighthouses  at  several  points 
on  the  coast  hitherto  unprovided  for  in  that  way. 

I have,  &c. 

(signed)  B.  R.  Pakenham. 


(Enclosure.) 

Lighthouse  Establishment. 

For  supplying  lighthouses,  containing  2,671  lamps,  with  oil,  tube- 
glasses,  buff-skins,  whiting  and  cotton  cloth,  expenses  of  transporta- 
tion, and  for  keeping  the  lighting  apparatus  in  repair  - 
For  repairs,  incidental  expenses,  refitting,  and  improvements  of  light- 
houses and  buildings  connected  therewith  - - - , - 

For  salaries  of  236  keepers  and  16  assistant-keepers  of  lighthouses 
For  salaries  of  30  keepers  of  floating-lights  - 
For  seamen’s  wages,  repairs,  and  supplies  of  30  floating-lights  - 
For  weighing,  mooring,  cleansing,  repairing,  and  supplying  the  loss  of 
beacons,  buoys,  chains,  and  sinkers  ------ 

For  expenses  incurred  by  superintendents  in  visiting  their  lighthouses 
annually,  and  examining  and  reporting  the  condition  of  each  - 
For  superintendents’  commissions,  at  2 £ per  cent.  - 


100,173  64 

83.000  00 
99,388  30 

16.000  00 
61,000  00 

22,616  67 

2,000  00 
9,629  45 
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AN  ACCOUNT  of  Charges  for  Pilotage  or  certain  American  Vessels. 

C.  , 


Prince  Albert : 
Pilotage  - 


Toronto : 
Pilotage  - 


Westminster : 
Pilotage  - 


St.  James : 
Pilotage  - 


Montreal : 
Pilotage  - 


Pilotage  - 
Gladiator : 


Mediator : 
Pilotage  - 


Wellington : 
Pilotage  - 


Switzerland: 
Pilotage  - 


on; 

First  voyage 

Inwards  - 

£.  s 
19  4 

. d. 

9 

Second  ditto 

Outwards  - 

_ 

26  11 

6 

- 

Inwards  - 

_ 

19  4 

9 

Third  ditto 

Outwards  - 

_ 

6 

- 

Inwards  - 

_ 

20  10 

2 

Outwards  - 

- 

27  8 

10 

- 

First  voyage 

- 

Inwards  - 

_ 

23  6 

~T 

Second  ditto 

Outwards  - 

_ 

28  16 

7 

- 

Inwards  - 

_ 

20  10 

Outwards  - 

27  8 

10 

Third  ditto 

- 

Inwards  - 

_ 

17  19 

4 

Outwards  - 

- 

66  19 

10 

- 

First  voyage 

_ 

Inwards  - 

_ 

19  4 

9 

Outwards  - 

. 

27  17 

3 

Second  ditto 

- 

Inwards  - 

17  4 

5 

Outwards 

_ 

27  3 

Third  ditto 

- 

Inwards  - 

_ 

17  19 

4 

Outwards  - 

' 

26  7 

- 

First  voyage 

- 

Inwards  - 

. 

17  19 

4 

Outwards  - 

. 

27  17 

3 

Second  ditto 

- 

Inwards  - 

. 

18  19 

_ 

Outwards  - 

_ 

25  17 

9 

Third  ditto 

- 

Inwards  - 

_ 

17  19 

Outwards  - 

- 

26  9 

- 

- 

First  voyage 

- 

Inwards  - 

_ 

17  4 

5 

Outwards 

_ 

29  9 

4 

Second  ditto 

_ 

Inwards  - 

_ 

17  19 

4 

Outwards 

_ 

27  12 

9 

Third  ditto 

- 

Inwards  - 

17  11 

10 

Outwards 

- 

26  2 

4 

- : 

First  voyage 

- 

Inwards  - 

_ 

16  14 

4 

Outwards 

_ 

28  13 

4 

Second  ditto 

- 

Inwards  - 

_ 

16  6 

10 

Outwards 

26  15 

2 

First  voyage 

- 

Inwards  - 

_ 

20  10 

Outwards 

- 

29  2 

4 

- 

First  voyage 

. 

Inwards  - 

. 

16  10 

10 

Outwards 

_ 

27  18 

1 

Second  ditto 

_ 

Inwards  - 

_ 

17  11 

10 

Outwards 

_ 

28  8 

8 

Third  ditto 

_ 

Inwards  - 

_ 

16  10 

10 

Outwards 

- 

26  2 

4 

First  voyage 

_ 

Inwards  - 

_ 

17  19 

4 

Outwards 

_ 

27  12 

9 

Second  ditto 

_ 

Inwards  - 

_ 

16  16 

11 

Outwards 

_ 

25  13 

1 

Third  ditto 

- 

Inwards  - 

_ 

17  11 

10 

Outwards 

- 

26  2 

4 

First  voyage 

_ 

Inwards  - 

_ 

17  19 

4 

Outwards 

_ 

26  19 

10 

Second  ditto 

. 

Inwards  - 

_ 

17  4 

5 

Outwards 

_ 

25  12 

6 

Third  ditto 

_ 

Inwards  - 

_ 

15  17 

4 

Outwards 

- 

25  14 

6 

First  voyage 

_ 

Inwards  - 

_ 

16  14 

4 

Outwards 

- 

26  7 

— f 

Second  ditto 

_ 

Inwards  - 

- 

16  14 

4 

Outwards 

- 

28  12  10 

Third  ditto 

_ 

Inwards  - 

- 

16  14 

4 

Outwards 

*1 

27  8 

1 

132  10  11 
(continued 
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Victoria : 

Inwards  - 

£. 

s. 

d. 

£.  s. 

d. 

First  voyage 

20 

10 

2 

Outwards 

26 

16 

— 

Second  ditto 

Inwards  - 

16 

10 

10 

Outwards 

26 

2 

4 

Third  ditto 

Inwards  - 

19 

4 

9 

Quebec : 

Outwards 

26 

11 

6 

135  15 

Inwards  - 

Pilotage  - 

First  voyage 

17 

19 

4 

Outwards 

26 

11 

6 

Second  ditto 

Inwards  - 

16 

16 

11 

Outwards 

25 

13 

1 

Third  ditto 

Inwards  - 

17 

4 

5 

Outwards 

25 

3 

3 

i 1-9  S 

£. 

| 1,620  4 

8 

Vessels  towed  up  from  Gravesend  by  steamer  are  allowed  to  deduct  one-fourth  of  the 
pilotage. 


AN  ACCOUNT  of  Charges  for  Lights,  Tonnage  Dues,  See.  on  certain 
American  Vessels. 

Ship  Hendrick  Hudson,  Captain  Moore,  from  and  to  New  York: 


Tonnage  dues 
Trinity  lights,  in  and  out 
Channel  ditto  (Ramsgate  Harbour) 


Ship  Prince  Albert,  Captain  W.  S.  Sebor : 


Tonnage  dues 
Trinity  lights,  in  and  out 
Channel  ditto 


Ship  Toronto,  Captain  E.  G.  Tinker  : 


Tonnage  dues 
Trinity  lights,  in  and  out 
Channel  ditto  - 


Ship  Westminster,  Captain  H.  R.  Hovey : 


Tonnage  dues 
Trinity  lights,  in  and  out 
Channel  ditto 


Ship  St.  James,  Captain  Js.  Meyer : 
Tonnage  dues 
Trinity  lights,  in  and  out 
Channel  ditto 


Ship  Northumberland,  Captain  R.  H.  Griswold: 


990  tons 


Tonnage  dues 
Trinity  lights,  m and  out 
Channel  ditto 


Ship  Gladiator,  Captain  R.  L.  Bunting : 
667  tons 


Tonnage  dues 
Trinity  lights,  in  and  out 
Channel  ditto 


£.  s.  d. 
2 11  4 


1 18  6 
32  - 5 
2 11  - 


1 IS  - 
31  19  4 

2 11  - 


1 18  7 
32  8 9 

2 12  - 


SI  17  3 
4 3- 


59  ,2  3 


35  6 - 
2 16  - 
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647  tons 


Ship  Mediator,  Captain  T.  M.  Chadwick  : 


Tonnage  dues 
Trinity  lights,  in  and  out 
Channel,  ditto 


Ship  Switzerland,  Captain  E.  Knight : 


590  tons 


- Tonnage  dues 

Trinity  lights,  in  and  out 
Channel  ditto 


653  tons 


Ship  Quebec,  Captain  F.  H.  Hebard  : 


Tonnage  dues 
Trinity  lights,  in  and  out 
Channel  ditto 


Ship  Victoria,  Captain  E.  E.  Morgan: 


938  tons 


Tonnage  dues 
Trinity  lights,  in  and  out 
Channel  ditto 


Ship  Wellington,  Captain  D.  Chadwick : 
Tonnage  dues  - 

Trinity  lights,  in  and  out 
Channel  ditto  - 


Hendrick  Hudson,  3 voyages 
Prince  Albert  - - ditto  - 

Toronto  - - - - ditto  - 

Westminster  - - ditto  - 

St,  James  - - - ditto  - 

Northumberland  - ditto  - 

Gladiator  - - - ditto  - 


£.  s. 
147  4 
175  11 

109  8 

10!)  5 

110  18 

177  6 

120  12 


Mediator,  3 voyages 
Switzerland  ditto 
Quebec  - ditto 
Victoria  - ditto 
Wellington  ditto 


£. 

£•  s.  d. 

34  - - 

2 14  - 

38  14  5 

1 6 11 

- 

31-7 

' 

2 10  - 

£. 

35  7 6 

2-10 

- 

34  6 4 

“ 

2 15  - 

£. 

39  2 2 

2 18  8 

- 

49  3 1 

~ j 

3 1!)  - 

£. 

56-9 

2 3 11 

- 

36  18  4 

" 

2 19  - 

£. 

42  1 3 

£.  s.  d. 

- 

116  3 3 

- 

106  2 6 

- 

117  6 6 

- 

168  2 3 

126  3 9 

£. 

1,584  4 3 

Appendix,  No.  50. 
(A). 


Charges  for 
English  Lights 
on  certain  Ameri- 
can Vessels. 


BATES  of  Pilotage,  into  the  Port  of  New  Yorb,  paid  by  the  same  Vessels  as  in  No.  57. 
Vessels  drawing  less  than  14  feet f eQn-i  to  „ d' 

essels  drawing  14  feet  and  less  than  18  feet  - - -175^  7 r 

essels  drawing  1 8 feet  and  upwards  - - - - - 2 25  ” 97 

N™LleSSeJ  a°f  7?  t?ns  and  under  is  obliged  to  take  a pilot.  Winter  nilotap-e  fnm 
feet  water  and  upward  d°Ua*?  additional  to  fallowed  for  vessels  drawing  10 

for  disHnn*  P ,dfa  » lf  le.ss  than  10  feet>  two  dollars.  One-fourtli  pilotage  additional 
*2*  “\si&ht  of  the  « l™d  distance  about  22^  Fo 

V day  s detention  of  pilot,  three  dollars. 

9“  ^itosslln.0”86  estabWlmen,s  for  the  ia«: 


Appendix,  No.  60. 

Hates  of  Pilotage 
into  New  York. 


FRENCH  LIGHTHOUSES. 

NOTP  (Translated  from  the  French.) 

annexed  to  the  Documents  requested  and  obtained  by  the  English  Embassy  ( 
the  use  of  the  Committee. 

y<*r  183?  Al<2^.^mbli“tio“  to  which  the  lighthouse  service  has  given  rise  since 
with  reference  to  „ only  appear  calculated  to  afford  any  interest,  whether  conside 
0.36  1 science  or  t0  administration  of  the  service,  viz, 

4 I 1.1 


Appendix,  No.  61. 

Charges  of  French 
Lighthouses  since 
1834. 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


appendix  to  report  from  the 


Appendix,  No.  6». 

Charges  of  French 
Lighthouses  since 
1834. 


1 The  summary  description  of  the  lighthouses  and  harbour  lights  exhibited  on  the 
French  coasts  up  to  the  1st  July  1844,  and  five  reports  announcing  the  subsequent  esta- 
blishment of  the  lighthouses  of  Puuta  Revellata,  La  Grand  He  Sanqumaire,  Bonifacio, 
Porto  Vecchio  (Corsica),  Thalais,  at  the  mouth  of  the  Gironde,  and  several  harbour  lights. 
2d.  Instructions  for  the  use  of  the  lightkeepers,  published  m 1835 

3d.  Instructions  in  reference  to  the  organisation  and  supervision  ot  the  lighthouse  service 

^ 4th'  The  detailed  estimates,  aud  the  statements  of  obligations,  both  for  the  general  con- 
tract in  i^reoce  to  fee  lighthouses  and  harbour  lights  of  the  Atlantic  and  the  Mediter- 
ranean, and  for  the  contract  which  is  limited  to  the  supply  of  oil  to  the  lighthouses  of  the 

01 lithographed  circulars  relating  to  the  organization  of  the  said  services  (1839). 
(!th!  A circular,  accompanied  with  four  tables,  fertile  control  of  the  lighting  service  of 

^The^bove^ssemblage  of  documents  which  are  produced  in  duplicate  copies,  seems  to 
completely  meet  the  application  of  the  English  Ambassador ; however,  there  are  herewith 
adjoined  pertained  explanations  intended  to  facilitate  the  examination  of  them. 

1st.  The  lighthouses  and  harbour  lights  illuminated  011  the  French  coasts  up  to  the  loth 

A?t 'is' shown  from  the  description  and  reports  above  mentioned,  that  the  number  of  lights 
at  present  exhibited  on  the  coasts  of  France,  is  153,  including  the  small  harbour  lights  dis- 
tributed along  the  lower  part  of  the  Seine,  from  its  mouth  to  Caudebee,  and  also  including 
the  three  lights  at  the  mouth  of  the  Abervrach,  the  machinery  of  which  is  fixed  up  aud  will 

very  shortly  be  put  into  operation. 

The  following  Table  explains  the  description  of  the  lights  and  their  distribution  over  the 


Parts  of  the  Coasts. 


Channel 

Ocean 

Mediterranean 

Corsica 


Lighthouses. 

Harbour  Lights 
or 

Tide  Lights. 

1st  Class. 

2d  Class. 

3d  Class. 

12 

1 ■ 

5 

59 

. 

12 

3 

5* 

27 

_ 

_ 

7 

- 

3 

14 

- 

- 

4 

- 

1 

35 

4 

13 

101 

* Including  the  floating  light  at  Thalais. 

It  is  moreover  known  that  several  of  these  lights  are  grouped  by  twos  and  threes, 
&c.,  so  as  to  form  distinct  characterizations,  or  to  determine  certain  lines,  in  consequence  ot 
which  the  number  of  establishments  is  not  equal  to  the  number  of  lights,  the  former  being 
only  108,  if  we  admit  that  all  the  harbour  lights  of  the  Lower  Seine  ought  to  be  compre- 
hended in  one  and  the  same  group. 

The  lights  provided  with  a lenticular  apparatus  are  98  in  number,  viz. : 

Lights  of  the  1st  Class  -----  29 

— 2d  Class  -----  3 

— 3d  Class  -----  12 

— 4th  Class  - - - - - 54 

In  1834  there  were  only  23  lighthouses  of  different  orders,  aud  51  harbour  lights  on  the 
French  coasts,  and  of  this  number  only  14  lighthouses  and  15  harbour  lights  were  ur 
nished  with  lenticular  apparatus.  , , 

The  administration  has  moreover  given  orders  for  the  erection  of  eight  new  light  ou  > 
five  of  which  are  to  be  of  the  1st,  one  of  the  2d,  and  two  of  the  3d  class,  and  the  wor  s 
most  of  them  are  in  progress  of  execution.  ...  _ 

Lastly,  the  reflecting  apparatus  still  used  in  some  of  the  old  lighthouses  will  very 
be  superseded  by  lenticular  ones.  f r.,vp. 

Among  the  lighthouses  of  the  3d  class  recently  established,  two,  namely,  those  or 
lines  ana  l’lle  ae  Vierge,  are  provided  with  a catadioptric  apparatus,  and  their  en  t 
cylinder,  instead  of  being  surmounted  by  zones  of  curved  mirrors,  is  crowned  wi  i n S' 
which  transmit  the  rays  to  the  horizon  by  refraction  and  reflection.  This  arranges- 
which  till  then  had  only  been  applied  to  lights  of  the  4th  class,  affords  the  tworo  a 
tage  of  rendering  the  apparatusmore  brilliant  and  more  durable.  11  he  to 

This  will  be  particularly  valuable  in  apparatus  with  eclipses,  as  the  effect  wi 
extend  the  range  of  visibility  as  respects  the  fixed  light,  which  will  enable  maiV\  , 
approaching  the  coast  to  keep  the  lighthouse  in  sight  during  the  interval  between  ,je(j 

liant  rays.  The  remarkable  progress  made  of  late  years  by  ouv  nrtizans  has  even  . 
this  system  to  be  extended  to  lighthouses  of  the  1st  class.  An  apparatus  of  this 
tion  has  been  supplied  by  Mr.  Franqois,  junior,  for  the  Scotch  lighthouse  of  ^xe([ 

and  the  French  administration  has  ordered  three  from  the  same  manufacturer,  o 
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•2d.  Instructions  for  the  use  of  the  lightkeepers,  and  instructions  relative  to  the  organi- 
zation and  supervision  of  the  lighthouse  service. 

As  their  titles  denote,  these  instructions  are  intended,  the  former  for  the  lighthouse 
keepers  and  the  latter  for  the  engineers  and  agents  charged  with  the  supervision  of  those 
establishments. 

M.  Fresnel,  who  drew  up  these  instructions,  has  endeavoured  to  render  them  intelligible 
and  complete,  and  has  not  shrunk  from  entering  into  the  minutest  details,  being  aware°that 
they  would  appear  too  circumstantial  to  those  only  who  are  unacquainted  with  the  light- 
house service,  and  therefore  do  not  understand  all  their  importance. 

3d.  Detailed  estimates,  statements  of  the  contracts,  obligations,  circulars,  and  tables  for 
1839. 

M.  Fresnel,  in  his  Report  for  1834,  after  explaining  the  organization  of  the  lighting 
service  and  pointing  out  its  advantages,  acknowledged  that  this  system  presented  the  serious 
inconvenience  of  placing  the  interest  of  the  contractor  in  opposition  to  that  of  navigation ; 
and  he  expressed  the  opinion  that  it  would  be  expedient  not  to  confide  the  burning  of  the 
oil  to  any  but  Government  agents,  as  is  the  practice  in  England  and  the  United  States,  yet 
allowing  a contractor  to  provide  the  different  supplies. 

A new  organization  according  to  these  principles  was  established  in  1839,  in  some  sort  by 
way  of  trial,  at  the  lighthouses  of  the  Channel. 

The  contractor  has  only  the  charge  of  supplying  the  oil  and  defraying  some  incidental 
expenses.  He  has  no  longer  any  influence  over  the  keepers  who  are  the  agents  of  the 
administration,  and  as  such  are  placed  under  the  orders  of  the  engineers.  A central  adminis- 
tration, established  at  Paris,  is  charged  to  provide  for  fresh  supplies  of  wicks,  lamp- 
chimneys,  &c.,  and  to  keep  the  lighting  apparatus  in  order.  The  maintenance  of  the 
buildings  is  confided  to  the  local  engineers.  This  system  has  afforded  all  the  results  that 
were  anticipated,  without  any  serious  difficulties  having  been  met  with ; and  it  seems  pro- 
bable that  on  expiiy  of  the  lease  granted  on  the  contract  for  lighting  the  lighthouse  on  the 
Atlantic  and  the  Mediterranean,  it  will  be.  applied  to  the  whole  extent  of  our  coasts.  At  the 
same  period  (1839)  a now  agreement  was  concluded  by  way  of  general  contract  for  lighting 
the  coasts  of  the  Atlantic  and  Mediterranean,  differing  from  the  former  agreement  in  certain 
stipulations,  particularly  as  regards  the  fixing  of  the  price  of  the  oils ; but  it  is  grounded  on 
the  same  principle,  namely,  that  the  oil  is  burnt  by  the  agents  of  the  contractor.  Annexed 
to  this  note  are  the  detailed  estimates  and  the  statement  of  the  obligations  of  these  two 
contracts  and  two  circulars  of  1839,  relating  to  the  carrying  out  of  the  new  services. 

4th.  Circulars  and  Tables  of  1845. 

Lastly.  A circular  letter  and  some  tables  hereto  annexed  have  just  been  forwarded  by 
the  central  administration  to  the  engineers  charged  with  the  supervision  of  the  various 
lighthouses  and  harbour  lights,  with  the  view  of  obtaining  a constant  and  efficient  control 
over  the  consumption  of  the  oils  as  well  as  over  the  condition  of  the  different  articles  of 
supply  required  for  the  lighting  service.  These  documents  require  no  comment. 

Paris,  21  April  1845. 

L.  Reynaud, 

;The  Chief  Engineer  of  Bridges  and  Roads,  attached  to 
the  Lighthouse  Service. 


up  in  the  new  lighthouse  at  Calais,  and  in  the  two  lighthouses  now  being  erected  to  point 
out  to  mariners  the  dangerous  approaches  to  the  mouth  of  the  Canche. 

Other  catadioptric  apparatus  of  smaller  dimensions,  namely  of  0-50  diameter,  have  also 
been  applied  successfully  at  several  points  of  the  coast.  Being  lighted  by  an  ordinary 
lamp  with  a constant  level,  having  two  concentric  wicks  and  burning  120  grammes  of  oil  per 
hour,  they  may  be  employed  either  for  lighthouses  of  the  3d  class,  which  do  not  require 
a long  range  of  visibility,  or  for  harbour  lights  which  may  require  a powerful  ray,  or  whose 
brilliancy  is  weakened  by  a coloured  glass.  In  consequence  of  the  arrangement  of  their 
lamp  they  are  attended  to  by  a single  keeper. 


Copy  of  a LETTER  from  M.  Fresnel,  Engineer  of  the  French  Lighthouses,  to 
Mr.  Alan  Stevenson,  Engineer  for  the  Northern  Lights. 

At  Sea,  between  Ajaccio  and  Calvi, 

Sir,  7 June  1845. 

On  my  return  from  an  excursion  which  I have  just  been  making  in  Sardinia,  I found  at 
A)accio  the  letter  which  you  did  me  the  honour  to  write  to  me  on  the  29th  of  April. 

The  question  transmitted  from  Mr.  Hume  by  you  is  in  more  precise  terms  than  the  first, 
and  I can  reply  to  it  in  a few  words. 

No  change  has  for  a long  time  been  made  in  the  constitution  and  powers  of  the  lighthouse 
commission  of  France.  This  mixed  body,  composed  of  naval  officers,  of  inspectors  of  the 
royal  corps  of  bridges  and  roads,  and  of  members  of  the  Institute,  under  the  presidency  of 
the  Minister  of  Public  Works  (or  the  Assistant  Secretary  of  State  for  that  department), 
continues  to  decide  all  questions  of  principle  referring  to  the  lighting  of  our  coasts.  It  pre- 
pares  the  projects  for  uew  lighthouses  ; ana  the  General  Council  of  Bridges  and  Roads  judge 
°t  all  schemes  for  these  establishments,  under  the  four  heads  of  architectural  design,  mode 
of  carrying  on  the  works,  estimate  of  the  expense,  and  preparation  of  the  specifications  of 
the  works. 

0-36.  4 1 2 In 
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In  a word,  our  lighthouse  commission  is  not  an  administrative  body ; but  is  occupied 
solely  in  questions  of  principle  or  of  design,  and  leaves  to  the  General  Directory  of  Brido-es 
and  Roads  the  care  of  providing  means  for  the  erection  of  the  lighthouses,  and  also  for  the 
expenses  of  their  illumination. 

The  maintenance  of  the  illumination  is  at  present  entrusted  to  the  contractor  on  the  coasts 
of  the  Mediterranean  and  the  Bay  of  Biscay  ; but  on  the  coast  of  the  Channel  it  is  placed 
under  Commissioners. 

This  latter  method  will  without  doubt  be  exclusively  followed  after  the  expiry  of  the  pre- 
sent contract  at  1st  July  1848;  and  the  plan  of  forming  contracts  will  be  confined  mereh- 
to  the  furnishing  of  oil,  conformably  to  the  excellent  example  which  the  administration  of 
lights  in  England  aud  Scotand  affords  us.  This  change  will  put  an  end  to  that  strwMe 
between  public  and  private  interests  which,  in  a service  involving  the  public  safety,  is  always 
inconvenient,  and  whose  bad  effects  are  not  easily  brought  under  the  control  or  correction 
of  authority. 

Accept,  &c. 

(signed)  Lor.  Fresnel, 

Inspector  of  the  Lighthouses  of  France. 


Ministry  of  Public  Works. — General  Administration  of  Bridges,  Roads,  and  Mines. 

SUMMARY  DESCRIPTION  of  the  Lighthouses  and  Harbour  Lights  exhibited 
on  the  Coasts  of  France,  to  1 July  1844. 

Preliminary  Observations. — The  Administration  of  Bridges  and  Roads  lias  pub- 
lished every  year  since  1830  a table  descriptive  of  the  lighthouses  and  harbour  lights  on  the 
coasts  of  France,  so  as  to  apprize  mariners  of  the  additions  and  modifications  progressively 
made  in  our  maritime  lighting.  In  the  present  summary  description,  the  geographical  posi- 
tions of  the  lights  are  indicated,  for  the  most  part,  in  conformity  with  the  table  annexed 
to  the  “ Connaissance  des  Temps.”  (’) 


MEMORANDUM  in  relation  to  the  Six  Orders  of  Lights, 
of  Mons.  Augustin  Fresnel. 


1st  Order. — Internal  diameter  of  the  lens  apparatus 
Lamp  of  four  concentric  burners. 

2d  Order. — Internal  diameter  of  the  lens  apparatus 
Lamp  of  three  concentric  burners. 

3d  Order. — Internal  diameter  of  the  lens  apparatus 
Lamp  of  two  concentric  burners. 

4th  Order. — Internal  diameter  of  the  lens  apparatus 
Common  Argand  lamp. 

5th  Order.— Internal  diameter  of  the  lens  apparatus 
Common  Argand  lamp. 

6th  Order. — Internal  diameter  of  the  lens  apparatus 
Common  Argand  lamp. 


upon  the  Lenticular  System 


1 


1 40 

1 00 


0 50 


0 375 
0 30 


The  points  of  the  compass  refer  to  the  true  meridian  of  each  place.  The  elevations  given 
without  any  other  explanation  refer  to  the  level  of  the  highest  tides.  The  elevations  are  also 
given  above  the  land,  for  the  most  part,  in  the  cases  when  lights  are  exhibited  upon  edifices 
whose  bases  are  at  least  5 to  6 metres  above  the  said  level.  The  ranges  of  visibility  are  set 
down  in  sea  miles  of  60  to  a degree,  and  have  been  determined  approximately  according  to 
the  elevation  of  the  lights  ; and  assuming  the  observer  to  be  placed  at  3,  5,  10,  or  15  metres 
above  the  surface  of  the  sea,  according  as  the  light  in  question  may  be  of  the  4th,  3d,  2d,  or 
1st  rank  (class).  However,  an  exception  must  be  made  in  re°ard  to  lighthouses  whose 
light  is  too  weak  to  he  discerned  as  far  as  the  horizon  corresponding  to  their  elevation,  and 
whose  limit  of  visibility  in  ordinary  weather  has  been  estimated  from  the  results  of  sundry 
observations. 

The  lights  about  to  be  described  may  he  classed,  as  respects  their  distinctive  characters, 
in  three  principal  groups  : fixed  lights  ; lights  with  eclipses ; lights  varied  by  flashes  pre- 
ceded and  followed  by  short  eclipses. 

The  fixed  lights  on  the  coasts  of  France  only  differ  from  each  other,  at  the  first  view,  by 
their  greater  or  lesser  intensity,  excepting,  however,  four  small  red  lights  exhibited  at  the 
entrances  of  the  ports  of  Calais,  Boulogne,  Honfleur,  and  Cherbourg,  as  also  a very  small 
orange-coloured  light. placed  on  the  pier  S.E.  of  the  port  of  Havre. 

The  lights  with  eclipses,  otherwise  called  revolving  lights,  do  not  in  general  present  any 
marked  differences  except  in  the  length  of  the  intervals  of  obscuration,  which  vary  regularly, 
according  to  the  arrangement  of  the  apparatus,  from  half  a minute  to  2 § minutes.  The 
bright  light  alternating  with  the  eclipses  in  this  kind  of  apparatus  gradually  acquires  the 
maximum  intensity  in  some  seconds,  and  then  diminishes  by  the  same  °'radations. 

The  lights  varied  by  bright  rays  preceded  and  followed  by  short  eclipses  (also  called  short 

eclipse 


( ) It  is  to  be  observed  that  the  longitudes  give  in  the  Connaissance  des  Temps,”  compared  with 
those  on  the  charts  of  the  “ Pilote  Francois,”  published  from  1816  to  1S27,  under  the  direction 
M.  Beautemps-Beauprd,  show  a mean  difference  of  more  than  51",  arising  from  the  last  determination* 
of  the  geographical  position  of  Brest.  0 
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eclipse  lights)  are  distinguished  from  the  ordinary  revolving  lights  : 1st,  by  the  intensity  and  Anoendix  r* 
duration  of  the  fixed  light  which  succeeds  each  bright  ray,  and  continues  for  2 to  3 minutes  PP  _L  3’ 
occording  to  the  arrangement  of  the  apparatus;  2d,  by  the  short  duration  of  the  eclipse  French  Li -ht- 
precedmg  and  following  each  brightness,  The  red  colour  of  the  bright  lights  in  this  third  houses  in  1844. 

kind  affords  an  accessory  means  of  distinction  which  has  been  ap  died  in  the  short  eclinse — 

light  placed  on  Alpreck  Point.  ' p 

3Two  systems  of  apparatus  are  used  for  lighting  the  coasts  of  France  : viz.  1st,  the  catoo- 
tricor  reflecting,  such  as  those  of  the  old  lighthouses  of  Calais,  Cape  Ailly  La  Hove  Cane 
Frehel,  the  Rock  du  Four  and  the  Point  des  Baleines ; 2d,  the  dioptric  or  lenticular,  as  those 
of  the  lighthouses  of  Dunkirk,  Cape  Gris  Nez,  Barfieur,  Ouessant,  Belle  lie,  Cordouan 
& c.  &c.  ’ 

As  the  mariner  in  general  has  only  to  concern  himself  with  the  lights  in  reference  to 
their  appearances,  it  will  be  proper  in  the  following  descriptions  to  avoid  all  details  respect- 
ing the  arrangements  of  the  lighting  apparatus.  Yet  there  are  certain  differences  between 
the  effects  of  the  old  and  new  lighthouses  of  the  same  kind,  to  which  it  will  not  be  useless 
here  to  allude,  as  it  may  tend  to  obviate  some  chances  of  mistake,  especially  between  one 
revolving  light  and  another. 

The  lenticular  eclipsed  lights  give  very  brilliant  rays,  but  their  duration  scarcely  ever 
exceeds  8 to  9 seconds,  whereas  in  several  revolving  and  reflecting  apparatuses  the  bright 
rays  remain  visible  for  12  to  15  seconds.  ° 

By  way  of  compensation,  the  lights  of  the  first  kind  afford  the  advantage  of  not  beino- 
completely  eclipsed,  at  least  not  to  an  observer  placed  in  a radius  which,  in  ordinary 
weather,  may  vary  from  8 to  15  sea  miles,  according  as  the  apparatus  is  of  the  second  or 
first  class.  During  the  whole  interval  of  time  between  the  end  of  one  bri°-ht  ray  and  the 
commencement  of  the  next,  there  continues  to  be  exhibited  a small  fixed  light,  by  the  aid 
of  which  the  operations  of  taking  bearings  may  be  continued  without  interruption.  In  the 
most  of  the  revolving  reflecting  lights  this  accessory  light  is  nearly  nugatory,  and  the  eclipses 
become  total  beyond  a distance  often  less  than  three  sea  miles.  There  is  a difference  not 
less  important,  although  more  difficult  to  distinguish  at  sea,  between  the  lighthouses  with 
a fixed  light  belonging  to  the  two  systems.  This  difference  consists  in  the  unequal  distri- 
bution of  the  light  of  the  reflecting  apparatus  in  the  different  directions  in  which  they  shine 
Thus,  for  instance,  each  of  the  two  old  lighthouses  of  La  Htive,  the  lighting  apparatus  of 
which  comprises  10  large  parabolic  reflectors,  throws  out  a more  vivid  ray  towards  the 
10  points  of  the  compass  corresponding  to  the  axes  of  the  said  reflectors  than  in  the  inter- 
mediate spaces;  whence  it  follows  that  the  range  of  the  light  varies  according  to  the  direc- 
tion in  which  it  bears. 


To  enable  mariners  to  compare  the  effects  of  the  two  systems  of  lighting,  the  lenticular 
lighthouses  are  distinguished  by  a particular  mark  0,  to  which  is  added  an  indication  of 
the  order  of  the  apparatus  as  follows:— 1st  order  or  class  (01);  2d  order  (0  2)- 
3d  order  (©  3) ; ditto  small  scale  (©  3 p.);  4th  order  or  harbour  light  (©  4) ; ditto,  large 
scale  (O  4 g).  A single  asterisk  (*)  placed  before  the  name  of  a lighthouse  shows  that  it 
has  been  established  or  renovated  since  the  1st  July  1843  ; the  double  asterisk  (%)  denotes 
a lighthouse  in  progress  of  erection.  The  word  harbour  light,  which  is  often  used  as  syno- 
mmous  with  lighthouse,  only  designates  in  this  description  those  of  the  4th  order,  both  of 
the  old  and  new  system. 


ENGLISH  CHANNEL. 

New  Dunkirk  Lighthouse  (revolving  light,  the  eclipses  of  which  occur  once  a Department  of  the 
“in^e  © 1).— Between  the  Great  Chace  Sluice  and  the  Old  Fort  Risban,  at  1,400  metres  North. 

N.  W.  of  the  Tower  of  Heuguenar.  Lat.  51°  3',  long.  1' 4l"  E.;  elevation,  59  metres;  

range  of  light,  24  sea  miles.  In  ordinary  weather  the  eclipses  are  not  total,  except  at  a dis- 
tance of  more  than  12  to  15  sea  miles.  Within  that  distance  a small  fixed  light  is  seen  to 
succeed  each  powerful  ray,  so  that  the  lighthouse  is  not  lost  sight  of.  Since  1st  May  1843 
this  lighthouse,  on  the  revolving  principle,  lias  replaced  the  fixed  light  at  the  Heuguenar 
lower.  The  new  light  is  particularly  intended  for  lighting  the  Dunkirk  Banks.  In  fine 
weather  its  range  of  view  may  exceed  their  limits,  and’  even  reach,  north  of  those  dangers, 
the  southern  part  of  another  group  of  shoals,  observed  and  described  by  Captain  W.  Hevvett, 

the  Royal  British  Navy  f1). 

Dunkirk  Harbour  Light  (fixed  or  stationary). — At  the  bead  of  the  West  Pier; 
elevation,  7 miles ; visible  6 miles. 

N.  B.  A reflector,  with  a fixed  light,  is  to  be  placed,  before  next  winter,  upon  the  Old 
^euSuenar5  f°r  tbe  special  purpose  of  lighting  the  entrance  between  the  two  piers. 

is  (Channel)  new  light  will  be  seen  for  the  distance  of  8 to  9 sea  miles  in  the  direction  of 
said  piers.  The  light  which  it  will  throw  out  will  diverge  for  10  degrees,  or  thereabouts,  to 
ie  right  and  left  of  that  direction,  and  will  not  be  visible  beyond  those  limits. 

Gravelines  Lighthouse  (fixed  light,  0 3). — On  Little  Fort  Philippe,  on  the  east  side 
o the  entrance  of  the  piers.  Lai.  51°  0'  17",  long.  13'  38'';  elevation,  29  metres ; visible 
Jo  miles.  Exhibited  since  the  1st  May  1843. 
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Pas  de  Calais. 
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Department  of  the 
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Calais  Lighthouse.— Revolving  light,  the  intervals  succeeding  every  1 $ minute.  Or. 
the  central  tower  of  the  town,  at  1,560  metres’  distance  from  the  head  ot  the  piers,  and  at 
400  metres  from  where  they  form  one  straight  line  on  the  west  side.  Lat.  50°  57'  36", 
long.  29'  14";  elevation,  18  metres;  visible  18  miles. 

Two  Calais  Harbour  Lights  (fixed). 

1.  The  East  Pier  Light  (red  colour).— On  the  N.  end  of  said  pier,  elevation  5 metres, 
visible  two  miles ; exhibited  since  the  1st  May  1842. 

2.  Tide  Light  at  Fort  Rouge  (white  light).— On  Fort  Rouge,  to  the  right  of  the 
entrance  of  the  piers,  and  at  330  metres  S.  26°  E.  of  said  entrance,  true  bearing  • elevation, 
10  metres,  visible  six  miles.  The  Fort  Rouge  Light  is  only  shown  as  long  as  there  is  at  least 
two  metres  six  centimetres  (eight  feet)  water  at  the  entrance  of  the  piers.  It  is  essential  to 
remark,  that  in  rough  weather  it  may  be  impossible  to  make  the  end  of  the  West  Pier,  in 
which  case  the  tide  light  at  Fort  Rouge  is  shown  alone ; but  if  it  be  considered  impossible 
to  enter  the  harbour  at  all,  then  both  lights  cease  to  appear. 

Cape  Gris  Nez  Light  (new  system).— Revolving,  with  half-minute  intervals  of  obscura- 
tion (0  1).  On  Cape  Gris  Nez,  nine  sea  miles  N.  of  Boulogne,  latitude  50°  52'  10", 
longitude  45'  13",  elevation  above  the  land,  14  metres ; elevation  above  the  sea,  59  metres; 
visible  22  miles.  Since  the  1st  July  1842  this  revolving  light  has  replaced  the  fixed  light, 
and  the  small  accessory  light  with  short  eclipses,  which  pointed  out  Cape  Gris  Nez.  This 
change  was  intended  to  make  a well-marked  distinction,  even  at  a considerable  distance 
between  the  light  on  Cape  Gris  Nez  and  the  fixed  light  on  Dungeness  Head,  on  the  coast 
of  England,  in  lat.  60°  54'  47"  and  long.  1°  22'  5"  west.  It  is  to  be  remarked,  that  the 
Gris  Nez  revolving  light  is  distinguished  from  that  of  Calais  ; first,  by  the  difference  of  the 
intervals  between  their  bright  rays  and  eclipses,  being  90  seconds  at  the  Calais  Light,  and 
only  30  seconds  at  that  of  Gris  Nez : secondly,  by  the  circumstance  that  at  the  Calais 
Lighthouse  the  bright  rays  are  separated  by  total  eclipses;  whilst  that  of  Gris  Nez,  after 
each  strong  ray,  still  shows  a small  fixed  light,  which  in  ordinary  weather  does  not  cease  to 
be  visible  until  at  a distance  of  more  than  10  to  12  sea  miles. 

Boulogne  Harbour  Tide  Lights  (Fixed). 

1.  North-east  Pier  Light  (red). — On  the  extremity  of  said  pier,  elevation  5 metres; 
visible  1 mile. 

2.  Two  lights  on  the  S.  W.  Pier  (0  4),  placed  vertically  one  over  the  other,  at  the  end  of  the 
said  pier;  lat.  50°  43'  56",  long.  45'  4";  elevation,  upper  light,  13  metres;  elevation, lower 
light,  10  metres ; visible  9 miles.  The  upper  light  is  exhibited  when  there  is  about  3 metres 
(nine  feet)  water  on  the  flat  sands  before  the  head  of  the  S.  W.  Pier,  and  the  second  light 
at  the  time  of  high  water.  They  are  both  extinguished  when  there  is  no  more  than  3 metres 
(nine  feet)  water  on  the  flat  sands  above  mentioned. 

The  red  light  on  the  N.  E.  Pier  is  shown  and  extinguished  at  the  same  time  as  the  upper 
light  of  the  IS.  W.  Pier. 

Point  Alprecic  new  Harbour  Light. — Colour  white,  varied  every  two  minutes  by  red 
light,  preceded  and  followed  by  short  eclipses  (©  4g).  Near  the  tower  of  the  old  telegraph 
2 £ sea  miles  south,  24°  west  of  the  entrance  to  the  harbour  of  Boulogne,  lat.  50°  41'  57", 
long  46'  28'';  elevation,  above  the  land,  10  metres;  elevation,  above  the  sea,  49  metres; 
visible  10  miles.  The  old  Alpreck  fixed  light  has  been  replaced  since  1 July  1842,  by  the 
white  light  alternating  with  red  rays. 

Three  Lights  in  the  Bay  of  Etaples  (fixed). 

1.  The  Lorne  Light. — On  the  north  side  of  the  mouth  of  the  Canche,  lat.  50°  33'  38'', 
long.  45'  33"  ; elevation,  16  metres  ; visible  6 miles. 

2.  Two  lights  at  Touquet,  south  side  of  the  mouth  of  the  Canche,  and  at  16  metres 
distance  from  each  other.  Lat.  50°  31 ' 43",  long.  44'  38";  elevation,  16  metres;  visible 
6 miles. 

Point  Berck  Light  (fixed,  0 4). — At  the  point  of  the  high  bank  of  Berck;  lat. 
50°  24',  long.  46'  38" ; elevation,  above  the  land,  1 1 metres ; elevation,  above  the  sea, 
20  metres ; visible  9 miles. 

Small  Tide  Light  at  the  mouth  of  the  Somme. — On  the  south  bank  of  the  mouth  of  the 
Somme  at  Hourdel  Point;  lat.  50°  12'  57",  long.  46'  15";  visible  2 miles. 

Cayevx  Lighthouse  (alternating  light,  with  short  eclipses  every  4 minutes,  0 3). — 
trance  of  the  bay  of  the  Somme  on  the  south  side;  lat.  50°  ll'  42",  long.  49'  28";  eleva- 
tion,  28  metres;  visible  15  miles. 

Tide  Light  of  Treport  Harbour  (fixed,  © 4).— On  the  West  Pier,  at  23  metres  from 
its  end.  Lat.  50°  3'  53",  Long.  58'  l";  elevation,  11  metres;  visible  9 miles.  This 
light  is  only  shown  so  long  as  there  is  at  least  2 metres  (6  feet)  water  in  the  channel  at  the 
end  of  the  piers. 

Dieppe  Harbour  Lights. 

Lights  on  the  East  Pier.— Three  lanterns  fastened  to  a mast,  situated  at  10  metres  from 
the  end  of  the  East  Pier,  point  out  by  night  the  position  of  this  pier,  and  serve  to  guKle 
vessels  to  the  entrance  of  the  port;  namely — 

1.  A fixed 
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1.  A fixed  light,  shown  all  night;  elevation,  7 metres  ; visible  4 miles. 

•2.  A tide  light  placed  at  2 metres  60  centimetres  above  the  permanent  light,  and  exhi- 
bited 2 s hours  be  lore  high  water. 

3.  A second  tide  light,  between  the  two  above  mentioned,  and  shown  for  2 hours  before 
high  water.  Tins  intermediate  light  is  extinguished  at  high  water,  and  the  upper  light  also 
ceases  to  burn  2 hours  afterwards.  Moreover,  these  two  lights  are  only  exhibited  so  lon°- 
as  the  state  of  the  sea  does  not  forbid  access  to  the  port.  0 

To  guide  by  night  the  course  of  a vessel  making  for  the  port,  the  mast  on  which  the 
lanterns  are  fastened  is  kept  in  a vertical  position  as  long  as  the  vessel  steers  right ; but  in 
the  contrary  case  the  mast  is  inclined  in  the  direction  which  she  ought  to  steer.  Captains 
of  ships  desirous  to  avail  themselves  of  these  signals,  are  to  hoist  two  flags  in  token  thereof 
one  fore  and  the  other  aft. 

Tide  Light  on  the  West  Pier  (fixed,  © 4 g).— On  the  West  Pier,  at  35  metres  from  the 
end  of  it.  Lat.  49“  56'  2',  long.  1°  15'  12";  elevation,  12  metres ; visible  10  miles.  This 
light  is  only  shown  when  there  is  at  least  3 metres  25  centimetres  (10  feet)  water  in  the 
channel.  It  is  in  the  place  of  an  old  revolving  light,  since  1st  November  1837. 

Ailly  Lighthouse.— Revolving  light,  eclipsed  every  80  seconds.  On  Cape  Ailly.  Lat 
49“  55'  7"  long.  1°  22'  40" ; elevation  above  the  land,  20  metres  ; elevation  above  the  sea! 
93  metres;  visible  18  miles. 

Tide  Light  of  St.  Vallery  en  Caux  (fixed).— On  the  West  Pier,  at  35  metres  from  its 
end.  Lat.  49“  52  25  ',  long.  1“  37'  39" ; elevation,  9 metres ; visible  6 miles.  This  light 
is  only  exhibited  so  long  as  there  is  at  least  2 metres  60  centimetres  (8  feet)  water  in  the 
channel  at  the  end  of  the  piers. 


Fecamp  Lighthouse  (stationary  light,  © l)— On  the  Mont  de  la  Vierge,  to  the  left  of  the 
entrance  into  the  Port  of  Fecamp.  Lat.  49“  46'  5",  long.  1°  58'  3";  elevation  above  the 
land,  17  metres ; elevation  above  the  sea,  130  metres;  visible  18  miles. 

Fecamp  Tide  Light.— Varies  every  3 minutes,  a bright  ray  being  preceded  and  followed 
by  short  obscurations  (©4).  At  the  foot  of  Mont  de  la  Vierge,  on  the  North  Pier  at  53 
metres  from  its  extremity.  Elevation,  12  metres ; visible  9 miles.  This  light  is  only  shown 
so  long  as  there  is  at  least  3J  metres  (10  feet)  water  at  the  entrance  of  the  channel. 

The  Two  Lighthouses  at  La  Heve  (fixed  lights).— On  Cape  La  Htive,  at  63  metres 
distance  one  from  the  other,  bearing  N.N.E.  2“  30' N.  and  S.S.W.  2“  30'  S.  South  Tower, 
lat.  49°  30'  43'',  long.  2°  16'  7'';  elevation  of  the  two  lighthouses  above  the  land,  21 
metres ; elevation  of  the  two  lighthouses  above  the  sea,  136  metres;  visible  18  miles. 

Post  op  Havre  Light  (fixed,  © 4 <7).— On  the  North  Pier,  at  ll  metres  from  its  ex- 
tremity. Lat.  49“  29',  long.  2°  14'  o'1;  elevation,  12  metres;  visible  10  miles.  In  fo°gy 
weather  the  approach  to  this  light  is  made  known  by  means  of  a bell  placed  near  the  turret. 
The  old  harbour  light  of  Havre  is  replaced,  since  the  10th  July  1843,  by  this  new  light, 
which  is  nearer  to  the  end  of  the  pier.  ° 

N.  B.—A  small  orange-coloured  light  shows  the  end  of  the  S.E.  Pier,  and  is  visible  at 
about  1 sea  mile  distant.  The  only  object  of  this  light  is  to  point  out  the  pier  head, 
against  which  vessels  might  run  on  entering  Havre  in  a very  dark  ni«ht. 

Lights  of  the  Lower  Seine  (Fixed  Lights). 

Right  Bank  (from  the  mouth  towards  the  source  of  the  River). 

!•  Light  at  the  Pointe  du  Hoc  (©  4 <7) — At  3 \ sea  miles  above  the  entrance  to  Havre, 
hat.  49°  28  47",  long.  2°  8'  59";  elevation,  12  metres;  visible  10  miles. 

2.  Light  at  the  Pointe  du  Hode.— At  94  miles  above  the  entrance  to  Havre;  visible 

4 miles.  ’ 

3.  Light  at  the  Pointe  de  Tancarville. — At  2£  miles  below  the  Quillebceuf  Light  : visible 
4 miles. 

4.  fhe  Mesnil  Light. — On  the  east  bank  of  the  mouth  of  the  small  river  Bolbec : visible 

4 miles.  ' 


5.  The  Villequier  Light. — At  1 mile  west  of  Vatteville  Chui’ch  ; visible  3 miles, 
miles The  Caudebecqxjet  Light. — At  1,200  metres  east  of  Caudebec  Church  ; visible  J 


Left  Bank  (from  the  source  to  the  mouth  of  the  River). 

V-Jt  '^EUV,ILI‘E  Light,  or  the  Light  of  the  Forest  of  Brotonne. — At  1 $ sea  mile  below 
vatteville  church ; visible  3 miles. 

8.  The  Vacquerie  Light. — At  1 1 mile  above  Aizier  Church  ; visible  3 miles. 


9-  The  Aizier  Light. — Near  the  church;  visible  4 miles. 

10.  Courval  Light. — At  2 £ miles  above  the  Quillebceuf  Light ; visible  3 miles, 

^11.  Gkos-Heurt  Light. — At  half  a sea  mile  above  the  point  of  Quillebceuf ; visible 


Lat^^o1^*1? ffiUF  Light.— At  the  north  end  of  the  Point  of  Quillebceuf,  on  the  quay. 
• 28  26  , long.  1“  48'  44"  : elevation.  8 metres ; visible  9 miles. 
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13.  Light  of  La  Roque.— On  tlie  Point  of  La  Roque,  near  the  Hermitage  ; visible  4 miles 

14.  Bekville  Light.— North  of  the  church ; visible  4 miles. 

Harbour  Lights  of  Honfleur  (fixed). 

3.  Lower  Harbour  Light  on  the  Pier  de  l’Hopital  at  the  N.W.  end  of  the  town.— 
Lat.  49°  25'  32",  long.  2°  6'  32" ; elevation,  10  metres,  visible  8 miles. 

(*)  2.  Upper  Harbour  Light  (red,  0 4 g). — At  the  end  of  the  new  east  pier,  336 
metres  E.  19°  S.  of  the  old  upper  light.  Elevation,  9 metres  ; visible  8 miles.  This  second 
haTbour  light  since  the  15th  December  1843,  has  replaced  the  old  white  light,  which  after 
the  completion  of  the  works  for  the  enlargement  of  the  port  of  Honfleur  no  longer  pointed 
out  the  entrance  to  it. 

Two  Lights  at  the  mouth  of  the  River  Toucques  (fixed),  on  the  west  side  of  the  mouth,  at 
137  metres  distance  from  one  another,  bearing  E.  & W. 

1.  Lower  Harbour  Light. — Tide  light ; elevation,  6 metres;  visible  6 miles.  This 
light  is  not  shown  unless  there  be  at  least  2 metres,  30c  (7  feet)  water  at  the  entrance  of 
the  channel. 

2.  Upper  Harbour  Light. — Permanent.  Lat.  49°  21'  42",  long.  2 15' 25";  eleva- 
tion, 10  metres ; visible  9 miles. 

These  two  lights  brought  to  bear  in  one,  give  the  direction  of  the  Trouville  Channel. 

Two  Lights  at  the  mouth  of  the  Orne  (fixed),  on  the  west  side  of  the  mouth,  at  1,130 
metres  distance  from  each  other,  bearing  N.  21°  E.  and.  S.  21°  W. 

1.  Lower  Harbour  Light  on  the  Downs,  near  the  Oyestreham  Redoubt. — Elevation, 
12  metres  ; visible  4 miles. 

2.  Upper  Harbour  Light,  on  Oyestreham  Church. — Lat.  49°  18'  37",  long.  2°  35' 43". 
Elevation,  28  metres ; visible  0 miles. 

These  two  lights  in  one  show  the  entrance  of  the  channel. 

Courseules  Harbour  Light  (fixed). — At  the  end  of  the  West  Pier.  Lat.  49°  20' 17", 
long.  2° 47' 41".  Elevation,  9 metres;  visible  4 miles. 

Pointe  de  Ver  Lighthouse  (*)  (alternating  every  four  minutes  with  a bright  ray, 
preceded  and  followed  by  short  obscurations,  (©  3). — On  Pointe  de  Ver,  12  sea  miles 
N.  72°  W.  from  the  mouth  of  the  Ornc.  Lat.  49°  20’ 28”,  long.  2*51’  24”;  elevation, 
above  the  land,  13  metres;  elevation  above  the  sea,  42  metres  ; visible  15  miles. 

Light  on  the  Island . of  St.  Marcouf  (fixed,  0 4). — On  the  Island  Battery.  Lat. 
49°  29'  55",  long.  3°  29' 2";  elevation,- 17  metres;  visible  9 miles. 

Three  Lights  in  the  Roads  of  La  Hougue  (fixed,  0 4). 

1.  Harbour  Light  at  the  south  end  of  the  Fort  of  La  Hougue. — Lat.  49°  34/  1DW;. 
long.  3°  36'  36  ; elevation,  11  metres;  visible  Smiles. 

2.  Harbour  Light  on  the  Morsaline  Knoll,  two  sea  miles  S.  87°  W.  of  the  Hougue  Light.— 
Lat.  49°  34'  15",  long.  3°  39'  38";  elevation  above  the  land,  9 metres ; elevation  above  the 
sea,  86  metres ; visible  9 miles. 

3.  Harbour  Light  on  the  Reville  Redoubt  (Pointe  de  Saire). — Lat.  49°  36' 26",  long. 
3“  34'  l" ; elevation,  11  metres ; visible,  9 miles.  The  Reville  Redoubt  Light,  in  one  with 
the  Barfleur  Lighthouse,  gives  a direction  west  of  which  it  must  be  avoided,  making  long 
tacks  when,  plying  to  windward  in  the  night-time  off  the  Island  of  Tatihou,  so  as  to  near 
the  entrance  of  the  roadstead  of  La  Hougue  in  coming  from  the  north. 

The  Morsaline  Harbour  Light,  and  that  of  Fort  La  Hougue  bearing  in  one  show  the  north 
boundary  of  the  channel,  through  which  large  vessels  must  enter  tlie  roads.  The  direction 
given  by  these  two  lights  touches  on  the  south  side  the  highest  of  the  West  Drix  Rocks,  on 
which  there  is  only  4 metres  55c  (14  feet)  water  at  low  water  in  spring  tides. 

In  order  to  proceed  by  night  to  the  anchorage  with  large  merchant  vessels,  it  will  be 
necessary,  on  leaving  the  spot  where  the  two  directions  given  by  the  lights  just  alluded  to 
intersect  each  other,  to  steer  so  as  always  to  keep  the  Hougue  Light  open  a few  degrees  to 
tlie  right,  that  is  to  say,  on  the  north  side  with  the  Morsaline  Light  (the  Morsaline  Light  is 
75  metres  more  elevated  than  that  of  La  Hougue).  A ship  of  the  line,  on  proceeding  from 
the  point  of  intersection  of  the  two  directions  above  mentioned,  must  steer  S-Vv.  true- 
bearing,  to  reach  the  anchorage  in  the  main  roads.  In  taking  this  course  she  will  pass 
between  the  West  Drix  Up-Level  and  the  point  north  of  the  sandbank  of  the  roadstead. 
The  St.  Waast  fishing  craft,  as  well  as  the  small  coasters  coming  by  night  to  seek  shelter 


0)  Two  small  harbour  lights,  one  at  Port  en  Bessin  the  other  at  Grandeamp,  have  been  placed  at  tlie 
expense  of  the  localities,  and  for  their  special  interest,  between  Point  de  Ver  and  the  mouth  of  the  > ire- 
Port  en  Bessin  Light  (fixed). — This  harbour  light,  situated  to  the  right  of  the  entrance  to » tlie 
haTbour,  is  only  kept  burning  from  the  month  of  September  till  April,  and  then  only  in  rough  weather- 
-Elevation,  10  metres ; visible  2 miles. 

Haiui°ur  Light  (fixed).— Established  for  the  benefit  of  the  Grandeamp  fishermen;  * 
about  800  metres  west  from  the  church  of  that  village.  Elevation,  8 metres  ; visible  2 miles. 
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in  the  small  roadstead  of  LaHougue;  and  being  apprehensive  of  falling  tn  th*  „ 

that  part  of  the  anchorage  which  is  most  sheltered,  may  follow  exactly  thf  direction  of  the  PP  63 ' 

lights  when  there  is  a smooth  sea.  These  craft  may  even  make  for  the  north  part  of  the  French  Light- 

roadstead  without  nmmng  any  nsk  of  stnkmg  on  the  rooks  of  La  Dont  and  Gavendest,  by  taSrtt 

H^eT*  S°“e  ^ l°  ‘he  Iisht'  tha‘  is  to  nortS  ■ 

(*)  Two  Harbour  Lights  at  Barfleur  (fixed,  © 4). 

1.  Harbour  Light  on  the  left  side  of  the  entrance  of  the  Port,  at  210  metres  S.W  of 

the  point  of  the  Rock,  situated  opposite  the  end  of  the  North  Pier-Elevation  7 metres  - 
visible  9 miles.  * * 

2.  light,  283  metres  S.W.  of  the  first  light.— Lat.  49"  40'  7",  long.  3"  33'  58"  ■ elevation 

13  metres ; visible  9 miles.  & 

These  two  lights  in  one  show  the  direction  of  the  passage  into  the  port  of  BarHeur. 

Barfleur  Point  Lighthouse  (revolving  light,  eclipsed  every  half  minute,  0 l)— On 
the  point  of  Barfleur  (or  Gatteville).  Lat.  49°  41'  52",  long.  3°  36'  10";  elevation  72 
metres;  visible  22  miles.  In  ordinary  weather  the  eclipses  only  appear  total  at  a distance 
of  more  than  10  miles. 

Cherbourg  Road  Lights. 

_ ,1'  *!arw0Ur  TLlS'ht  at  tbe  east  entrance  of  the  road  (fixed,  © 4 g). — On  Fort  Roval  on 
Llle  Pelee.  Lat.  49  40  16",  long.  3°  55'  15";  elevation,  26  metres;  visible,  1 (/miles 
Since  the  1st  July  1842,  the  two  reflectors  which  pointed  out  Fort  Royal  have  been  re’ 
placed  by  a single  lantern.  The  new  light  being  only  2,600  metres  distant  from  the  short 
eclipse  light  of  the  Central  Fort  of  the  Dyke  (situated  N.  82“  W.  of  Fort  Royal),  cannot  be 
mistaken  for  the  fixed  light  of  Querqueville  Fort,  which  is  4,750  metres  S 87°  W of  the 
aforesaid  Central  Fort. 

2.  Harbour  Light  of  the  Central  Fort  of  Cherbourj 

minutes  with  bright  ’ * ’ 

Fort  of  the  Dyke. 

9 miles. 

3.  Light  at  the  east  entrance  of  the  road  (fixed,  0 4). — On  a tower  erected  in  Querque- 
ville  Fort.  Lat.  49°  40  20"  long.  4°  1' 18";  elevation,  18  metres;  visible  9 miles.  On 
nearing  the  Cherbourg  Dyke,  when  the  weather  is  not  hazy,  there  are  seen  at  the  same  time 
the  changing  light  of  the  Central  Fort  of  the  Dyke,  the  fixed  light  of  Querqueville  Fort 
and  the  fixed  light  of  Fort  Royal  on  Pelee  Island, 

4.  Harbour  Light  of  the  Mercantile  Port  of  Cherbourg  (fixed  red  light,  © 4). On  the 

end  of  the  pier  east  of  the  mercantile  port ; elevation,  10  metres;  visible,  3 miles.  It  is 
to  be  observed,  that  the  buoy  which  marks  the  approach  to  the  west,  end  of  the  Dyke  is 
placed  in  the  direction  given  by  the  tower  of  the  pier  of  the  mercantile  port  and  the  out- 
works of  Hornet  Fort,  so  that  the  red  light  is  masked  by  the  fort  to  those  mariners  who  are 
to  the  west  of  the  said  direction. 

Lighthouse  of  Cape  La  Hague  (fixed  light,  0 l).— On  the  rock  called  Gros  du  Raz, 
near  Cape  La  Hague.  Lat.  49°  43'  22",  long.  4°  17'  30" ; elevation,  48  metres ; visible, 

18  miles.  ’ 

n ofPEr?A^TER^T  lighthouse  (')  (revolving  light,  with  obscurations  every  half  minute, 

W On  Cape  Carteret.  Lat.  49»  22'  27",  long.  4*  8'  40" ; elevation  above  the  land,  15 
metres;  elevation  above  the  sea,  80  metres;  visible,  18  miles. 

In  ordinary  weather  the  eclipses  only  appear  total  beyond  7 to  8 miles  distance. 

Granville  Lighthouse  (fixed  light,  © 3).— On  the  Granville  Rock,  or  Cape  Lihou,  at 
750  metres  N.  W.  £ W.  of  the  entrance  to  the  port.  Lat.  48°  50'  7",  long.  3°  57'  1"- 
levation  above  the  land,  13  metres ; elevation  above  the  sea,  47  metres  ; visible  15  miles. 

l„fwA!LVir,LE  Haeboxjr  Light  (fixed,  © 4).— At  the  S.  E.  end  of  the  New  Mole,  to  the 
‘■Vi  “e  .^trance  to  the  port.  Lat.  48°  49'  54",  long.  3°  56'  32" ; elevation,  8 metres  : 
visible,  9 miles.  ’ 

O 4 g). — At  the  head  of  the  New  Mole  des  Noires,  afTii 

thf,°[  W’S'  h!“'W ' eIevati°”' 10  5 10  miles.  Exhibited  Dep“fv,”ainl  ‘ 

‘if1’  n minutes).  0,1  Cape  Frehel.  Departraent  „f  th. 

the  sea,  75  metres  ; visible3  lS^niles  6 ^ ^ ^ 18  “etreS;  elevatlon  above  Coasts  of  the  North. 

_ Lighthouse 

led/  oVSf^ered  advisable  liere  t0  add  a description  of  the  Caskets  and  Guernsey  Lights,  a know- 
Ca Tin  - "pessary  for  those  who  navigate  the  French  coast,. 

6 milpc  m revolving  lights,  eclipsed  every  15  seconds.  On  the  Casket  Rocks,  at  about 

24  metres™ Visible  Kle^™*  °f  °f  Aurigny'  Lat>  49°  43'22"  loug‘  4°  42'  B1'»  elevation, 

entrMcTSEFlJwEBOU,o  Llgllt  (fixed).— On  the  extremity  of  the  south  pier  to  the  right  of  the  port 
e-  ^aevation,  12  metres;  visible  10  miles.  " 


4k 
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.Appendix,  No.  63.  Lighthouse  of  the  H4aui  de  Brehat  (fixed  light,  0 1).— On  the  elevated  level 

of  the  rocks  of  the  Heaux  de  Brehat.  Lat.  48"  54'  33  ; long.  5°  25'  26";  elevation,  45 

French  Light-  metres;  visible,  18  miles.  It  is  essential  to  remark  that  the  charts  of  the  “Neptune 
houses  in  1844.  Francais,”  as  well  as  several  charts  published  in  England,  lay  down  with  extreme  inac- 

— : curacy  the  relative  positions  of  the  Heaux  de  Brehat,  the  shoals  of  Roch-ar-Bel,  la  Horaine, 

la  Roche  Gautier,  the  Barnouic,  and  the  Roches  Douvres.  These  positions  were  observed 
in  1830  and  1831  by  the  hydrographical  engineers  of  the  Navy,  and  the  survey  was  com- 
pleted in  1838.  Complete  charts  of  this  part  of  the  coast  were  published  at  the  end  of  1838 
by  the  Depot  de  la  Marine. 

Seven  Islands  Light  (varied  every  3 minutes  by  bright  rays,  preceded  and  followed 
by  short  eclipses,  © 4 g).—On  the  east  end  of  the  lie  des  Moines,  lat.  48°  52'  46",  long. 
5“  49'  42" ; elevation  above  the  land,  11  metres ; elevation  above  the  sea,  51  metres ; visible, 
10  miles.  . 

ft,  B. This  light  is  masked  by  the  Islet  of  Rouzic  and  the  east  extremity  of  Bono 

Island  in  two  directions,  near  the  line  W.S.W.,  and  E.  N.  E.  true  bearing. 

Department  of  Lighthouse  on  lie  de  Bas  (revolving  light,  eclipsed  every  minute,  © 1).— On  an 
Finisterre.  eminence  on  the  west  side  of  lie  de  Bas.  Lat.  48°  44'  45",  long.  6*  21'  51“ ; elevation  above 
, the  land,  40  metres ; elevation  above  the  sea,  68  metres  ; visible,  24  miles.  In  ordinary 

weather  the  eclipses  of  this  lighthouse  do  not  appear  total,  unless  at  a greater  distance 
than  10  miles. 

(*#)  Lighthouse  on  He  Vierge  (in  course  of  erection). — The  tower  now  being 
erected  on  He  Vierge  between  the  two  harbours  of  refuge,  Covrejou  and  Abervrach  (in  lat. 
48°  38' 23“  and  6®  54 ' 20"  W.  long.)  will  be  distinguishable  by  a light  of  the  3d  order, 
varied  every  4 minutes  by  red  rays,  preceded  and  followed  by  short  eclipses.  This  new 
lio-ht  it  is  expected  may  be  exhibited  in  one  of  the  early  months  of  1845. 

Two  Harbour  Lights  of  Abervrach  (in  progress  of  erection). — The  direction  of  the 
entrance  to  the  main  channel  of  Abervrach  will  be  denoted  by  two  lights  of  the  4th  order; 
one  red,  to  be  placed  cn  the  Isle  of  Vrach  (in  lat.  48“  36'  57"  and  6°  54'  49“  W.  long.);  the 
other  white,  which  is  to  be  shown  from  one  of  the  windows  of  the  belfry  at  Plouguerueau. 
It  is  presumed  that  these  new  lights  may  be  shown  before  1846. 


THE  OCEAN. 

The  Ocean.  Lighthouse  on  the  Island  of  Ushant  (fixed  light,  © 1). — On  the  north  east  point  of 
the  island.  Lat.  48°  28'  31";  long.  7°  23'  41";  elevation  above  the  land,  26  metres;  eleva- 
tion above  the  sea,  83  metres  ; visible  18  miles. 

St.  Matthew’s  Lighthouse  (revolving  light,  with  obscurations  every  half  minute,  © 2).— 
On  the  point  of  St.  Matthew,  7 sea  miles  west  of  the  narrow  entrance  of  the  harbour  of 
Brest.  Lat.  48°  19'  51",  long.  7°  6'  33" ; elevation  above  the  land,  25  metres,  elevation 
above  the  sea,  54  metres ; visible  18  miles.  In  ordinary  weather  the  eclipses  appear  total 
only  at  a distance  exceeding  7 to  8 miles. 

Lighthouse  on  lie  de  Sein  (light  varied  every  four  minutes  by  bright  rays,  preceded  and 
followed  by  short  eclipses,  © 1).  On  the  north  point  of  He  de  Sein.  Lat.  48“  2 40'; 
Jong.  7°  12'  18";  elevation,  45  metres ; visible  20  miles.  The  short  obscurations  before  and 
after  each  brightness  only  appear  total  in  ordinary  weather,  at  a distance  of  more  than 
10  miles. 

Lighthouse  on  the  Bill  of  the  Race  of  Sein  (fixed  light,  © 1.) — On  the  highest  part  of 
the  Bill  of  the  Race.  Lat.  48°  2'  22",  long.  7°  4'  12"  ; elevation  above  the  land,  15  metres; 
elevation  above  the  sea,  79  metres;  visible  18  miles.  The  lighthouses  of  Sein  Island  and 
of  the  Bill  of  the  Race  bear  one  to  the  other  S.  86°  50'  E.  and  N.  86°  50'  W.,  true  bearings, 
distant  5 \ sea  miles  (about  10,000  metres),  and  the  direction  they  give  is  that  of  the  high 
road  of  Sein.  This  direction  passes  within  about  four  cable  lengths  south  of  the  north-west 
end  of  the  said  highway.  The  lighthouse  on  the  point  of  the  Race  is  14  £ miles  distant  from 
the  end  of  the  Sein  high  road  ; and  the  lighthouse  on  the  north  point  of  Sein  Island  is  only  nine 
miles  distant  from  the  same  boundary  of  the  shoals.  On  making  the  land  at  the  Sein  high 
road  in  the  west,  the  first  light  seen  will  be  the  revolving  one  of.  Sein  Island.  A single 
observation  of  this  light  will  suffice,  with  the  indication  of  their  position  given  above,  to 
show  whether  the  vessel  is  to  the  south  or  north  of  the  direction  passing  through  the  two 
lights.  A mariner,  proceeding  in  clear  weather  from  the  west  in  the  direction  of  the  two 
lighthouses,  will  begin  to  sight  the  light  on  the  Bill  of  the  Race  when  he  is  only  4 or  5 sea 
miles  from  the  east  end  of  the  high  road.  If  it  be  intended  to  pass  to  the  south  of  the  high 
road,  it  will  be  necessary  to  steer  so  as  to  sight  the  fixed  light  of  the  Bill  of  the  Race  open- 
ing to  the  right  of  the  changing  light  of  Sein  Island.  If,  on  the  contrary,  it  be  desired  to 
enter  the  Iroise,  it  will  be  requisite  to  steer  so  as  to  opeu  immediately  the  light  of  the  Bin  0 
the  Race  to  the  left  of  the  Sein  Island  Light. 

Penmarch  Lighthouse  (revolving  light,  obscured  every  half  minute,  © 1)- — On  the 
point  of  Penmarch,  near  St.  Peter’s  Church.  Lat.  47°  47'  52",  long.  6°  42'  45“ ; elevation, 
41  metres;  visible  22  miles.  In  ordinary  weather  the  eclipses  only  appear  total  at  a is 
tance  of  more  than  10  miles. 

Penebet 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


SELECT  COMMITTEE  ON  LIGHTHOUSES. 


627 

Penfret  Island  Light  ouse  (light  varied  every  4 minutes  by  bright  rays, preceded  and  Appendix  No  61 

followed  by  short  eclipses,  © 3).— On  the  north  point  of  the  Isle  of  Penfret,  one  of  the  !_ 

Glenan  Islands.  Lat.  47°  43' 1 7",  long.  6°  17'  30";  elevation  above  the  land,  22  metres;  French  Light- 

elevation  above  the  sea,  30  metres;  visible  15  miles.  This  light  of  the  3d  class  presents  houses  in  1 S44. 

the  same  appearances  as  the  light  of  the  1st  class  on  Sein  Island,  and  as  the  light  of  the 

2d  class  at  Pilier,  near  the  north-west  point  of  the  Island  of  Noirmontier;  but  there  seems 
to  be  no  danger  of  mistaking  any  one  of  these  three  lighthouses  for  the  other,  since  it  is 
not  to  be  supposed  that  a mariner  coming  from  sea  could  arrive  within  sight  of  the  Penfret 
Lighthouse  without  having  observed  either  the  Belle  Isle  Lighthouse  or  that  of  Penmarch, 
and  since,  on  nearing  the  Sein  high  road,  there  are  sighted  at  the  same  time  the  changing 
light  of  Sein  Island  and  the  fixed  light  of  the  Bill  of  the  Race. 

Large  Lighthouse  and  Small  Light  of  the  Island  of  La  Croix  (both  fixed).  Department  of 

1.  Large  Lighthouse  on  the  north-west  side  (©  1). — On  the  north-west  part  of  the  island,  Morbihan. 

500  metres  S.  E.  I S.  of  Penmen  Point.  Lat.  47°  38'  55",  long.  5°  50'  60" ; elevation  above  

the  land,  23  metres  ; elevation  above  the  sea,  59  metres ; visible  18  miles. 

2.  Small  temporary  Light  on  the  east  point  (©  4). — On  the  fort  of  La  Croix,  at  the  east 
point  of  the  island.  Lat.  47°  38'  5'',  long.  5°  45'  22" ; elevation  above  the  land,  7 metres ; 
elevation  above  the  sea,  47  metres  ; visible  9 miles.  This  light  is  masked  in  the  direction 
of  the  Glenan  Islands  by  the  heights  on  the  west  part  of  the  Isle  de  Croix. 

N.  B.  The  temporary  fixed  light  of  the  fort  of  La  Croix  is  to  be  definitively  replaced  by 
a light  varying  every  3 minutes,  with  red  rays  preceded  and  followed  by  short  obscurations. 

It  is  expected  that  this  change  may  be  effected  in  one  of  the  early  months  of  1845. 

Harbour  Light  of  Palais  (fixed,  © 4). — At  the  head  of  the  large  pier,  to  the  left  of 
the  entrance  to  the  port  of  Palais,  on  Belleisle.  Lat.  47  20'  53",  long.  5“  29'  28";  eleva- 
tion, 9 metres ; visible,  9 miles. 

Lighthouse  of  Belleisle  (revolving  light,  eclipsed  every  minute,  © 1). — On  the  upland, 
near  the  small  creek  of  Goulfar,  at  the  3.W.  part  of  the  island.  Lat.  47"  18'  43";  long. 

5°  33'  52";  elevation  above  the  land,  46  metres ; elevation  above  the  sea,  84  metres; 
visible  26  miles.  In  ordinary  weather  the  eclipses  of  the  Belleisle  Lighthouse  only  appear 
total  at  a greater  distance  than  10  miles.  This  light  presents  nearly  the  same  appearances 
as  that  on  the  Rock  du  Four,  near  Croisic ; but  the  chances  of  mistaking  the  one  for  the 
other  are  obviated  by  the  relative  position  of  the  various  lights  shown  in  these  waters. 

A mariner  arriving  from  sea  can  scarcely  in  fact  make  the  Four  Lighthouse  without  having 
observed  either  the  lighthouse  on  the  lie  d’  Yeu  or  the  Pilier  Lighthouse,  or  lastly,  the  one 
on  Belleisle,  and  the  small  light  on  the  Isle  d’  Hcedic. 

Light  on  the  Island  of  Iicedic  (fixed,  © 4). — On  an  eminence,  situated  550  metres  west 
of  the  east  point  of  the  island.  Lat.  47°  20'  32",  long.  5°  12'  20";  elevation  above  the  land, 

12  metres ; elevation  above  the  sea,  26  metres ; visible  9 miles. 

(*#)  Lighthouse  of  La  Teignouse  (in  progress  of  erection). — The  tower  which  is  being 
bmlt  on  the  Teignouse  shoal,  2,800  metres  E.S.E.  of  the  Quiberon  Point,  will  be  provided 
tvith  a light  of  the  4th  class,  having  a changing  ray  preceded  and  followed  by  short  obscura- 
tions at  an  interval  of  3 minutes,  it  is  anticipated  that  this  light  may  be  used  in  one  of  the 
early  months  of  1845. 

Light  of  Port  Haliguen,  Bay  of  Quiberon  (fixed). — On  the  end  of  the  east  pier.  Lat. 

47°  29'  10'';  long.  5°  26'  20";  visible  6 miles.  Exhibited  since  1st  March  1842. 

Light  of  Port  Navalo  (fixed,  © 4). — On  the  point  of  Port  Navalo,  on  the  right  side  of 
the  entrance  of  the  Morbihan.  Elevation  above  the  land,  10  metres ; elevation  above  the 
sea,  22  metres  ; visible  9 miles. 

Poi:nt  Penlan  Light  (fixed,  © 4). — On  Penlan  Point,  north  bank  of  the  morth  of  the 
Vilame.  Lat.  47°  31'  long.  4*  50'  20";  elevation,  16  metres  ; visible  9 miles. 

•ii^e  ^0TJR  Lighthouse  (revolving  light,  eclipsed  once  every  minute). — On  the  Four  Rock,  Department  of  the 

sea  miles  west  of  Point  Croisic.  Lat.  47°  17'  53",  long.  4"  58'  18" ; elevation  17  metres ; Lower  Loire. 

visible  15  miles.  


(*)  Two  Harbour  Lights  at  Croisic. 

■ V,  ^‘gbt  near  the  shore,  450  metres  north,  26°  west  of  the  church.  Elevation,  4 metres : 
vjsible  8 miles. 


2.  Light  46  metres  S.S.E.  of  the  former.  Elevation,  10  metres;  visible  6 miles. 

These  two  lights  brought  to  bear  in  one  give  the  direction  of  the  fairway  of  the  port.  It 
3ftoSpn*aa^  °bserve  that  this  direction  ranges  very  near  two  rocks,  situated  half  a mile  S. 

E.  of  the  buoy  of  Trehic  Rock,  which  rocks  appear  1 metre  to  1 metre  6C  (3  to  5 feet) 
above  water  at  low  water  in  spring  tides.  It  would  therefore  be  imprudent  to  venture  by 
big  t mto  this  channel  without  the  assistance  of  a pilot. 


v^°  Lighthouses  on  the  Towers  of  Aiguillon  and  Commerce  (©  3 p). — On  the  north 
ank  of  the  mouth  of  the  Loire,  1,960  metres  distant  from  each  other  bearing  S.  31°  38'  W. 

^l0  38'  E,  The  tower  called  Aiguillon,  the  nearest  to  the  mouth  of  the  river,  is 
bated  3 miles  S.  55°  W.  of  the  church  of  St.  Nazaire. 

°-36.  4 K 2 1.  The 
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Appendix,  No.  63.  1.  The  Aiguillon  Lighthouse,  Lower  Tower  (fixed  light).— Lat.  47°  14'  33",  W 

4°  36'  1" ; elevation  above  the  land,  18  metres  ; elevation  above  the  sea,  34  metres ; visible 

French  Light-  12  miles. 

houses  in  1844.  2 Lighthouse  Du  Commerce,  Upper  Light  (varying  every  2 minutes,  with  a brio-fit 

— ray,  preceded  and  followed  by  short  eclipses).  Lat.  47°  15'  27",  long.  4°  35'  12" ; elevation 

above  the  land,  14  metres ; elevation  above  the  sea,  39  metres  ; visible  14  miles. 

The  direction  pointed  out  by  these  two  lighthouses  passes  over  the  east  point  of  the  Bank 
des  Charpentiers.  To  avoid  this  bank  in  the  present  state  of  the  bar,  it  is  necessary  to  steer 
so  as  to  open  the  changing  light  of  the  Tower  of  Commerce  a little  to  the  right  of  the  perma- 
nent light  of  the  Aiguillon  Tower. 

St.  Nazaire  Harbour  Light  (fixed,  0 4). — On  the  head  of  the  new  mole  of  St.  Na- 
zaire,  on  the  north  bank  of  the  mouth  of  the  Loire.  Lat.  47°  16'  17",  long.  40  32'  3"  • 
elevation,  8 metres ; visible  8 miles. 

Department  of  Pilier  Lighthouse  (changing  light,  having  short  eclipses  every  4 minutes,  © 2).  On  the 
La  Yendfce.  N.W.  point  of  Pilier  Island,  2 £ miles  from  the  IN.  W.  point  of  Noirmoutier  Island. 

Lat.  47°  2'  36",  lone.  4°  41'  64" ; elevation,  32  metres  ; visible  18  miles. 

Lighthouse  of  L’ile  d’Yeu  (fixed  light,  © 1).  On  the  Knoll  of  La  Petite  Foule,  1,700 
metres  from  the  N.W.  point  of  the  Island.  Lat.  46°  43'  5",  long.  4°  43'  9"  ; elevation  above 
the  land,  33  metres ; elevation  above  the  sea,  54  metres  ; visible  18  miles. 

Two  Lights  of  Port  Breton  on  the  lie  d’Yeu.  Both  permanent. 

1.  Lighthouse  at  the  end  of  the  outer  pier  to  the  right  of  the  entrance  into  the  port  (0  4). 
Lat.  46°  43'  47",  long.  4°  41' 8'';  elevation,  7 metres;  visible  9 miles. 

2.  Lighthouse  at  the  bottom  of  the  port,  260  metres  from  the  pier  lighthouse ; elevation, 
15  metres  ; visible  9 miles. 

These  two  lights  in  one  show  the  direction  of  the  fairway  into  Port  Breton. 

La  Chaume  Temporary  Lighthouse  (fixed  light,  © 4 g). — On  the  quay  of  La  Chaume, 
at  the  west  side  of  the  entrance  of  the  port  of  Sables  d’Olonne.  Lat.  46°  29' 42";  long. 
4°  7'  59" ; elevation  above  the  land,  26  metres  ; elevation  above  the  sea,  36  metres ; visible 
10  miles. 

Sables  d’Olonne  Harbour  Light  (fixed,  © 4). — At  the  head  of  the  main  pier  on  the 
east  side  of  the  entrance  to  the  port.  Lat.  46°  29'  28",  long.  4°  7'  44"  ; elevation,  7 metres; 
visible  9 miles.  The  pier  light  in  one  with  that  of  La  Chaume  points  out  the  direction  of 
the  main  channel. 

Pertius  Breton  Lights  (fixed,  © 4). 

1.  Lighthouse  on  Point  Grouin  du  Cou,  in  the  commune  of  La  Tranche,  7 sea  miles 
N.  32*  E.  of  the  Lighthouse  des  Baleines.  Lat.  46°  20'  48",  long.  3°  -18'  28";  elevation 
above  the  land,  9 metres  ; elevation  above  the  sea,  18  metres;  visible  9 miles. 

2.  Lighthouse  on  Point  Aiguillon,  7 \ sea  miles  N.  59°  E.  of  Port  St.  Martin,  in  the  Isle 
of Rhe.  Lat. 46*  16'  15",  long.  3°  32'  58";  elevation,  10  metres;  visible  9 miles. 

Department  of  the  Lighthouse  des  Baleines,  Isle  of  Rhe  (revolving  light,  eclipsed  every  $ minute).— On 
Lower  Charente.  the  N.W.  point  of  the  Isle  of  Rhe.  Lat.  46°  14' 44",  long.  3°  53' 57"  ; elevation,  26  metres; 

visible  18  miles.  The  rays  of  the  Baleines  Light  are  uneven,  each  bright  ray  being  followed 

by  a ray  of  one-third  less  intensity. 

Port  St.  Martin  Light,  Isle  of  Rhe  (fixed). — On  the  salient  angle  of  the  demi-bastiom 
100  metres  east  of  the  entrance  to  the  harbour.  Lat.  46°  12*  26",  long.  3°  42'  6";  elevation, 
12  metres  ; visible  6 miles. 

N.B.  The  white  light  of  the  St.  Martin  Lighthouse  will  be  replaced  by  a stationary  red 
light  towards  the  end  of  1844. 

Lighthouse  on  Point  Chauveau,  Isle  of  Rhe  (fixed,  light  © 3). — On  the  rocks  of  the 
S.E.  pointofthe  Isle  of  Rhe.  Lat.  46°  8'  2'',  long.  3°  36'  39" : elevation,  22  metres ; visible 
14  miles.  Exhibited  since  the  1st  March  1842.  This  new  lighthouse  cannot  be  mistaken 
for  the  Rochelle  Harbour  Light,  as  the  latter  is  never  seen  from  sea  without  the  Chauveau 
Light  being  seen  at  the  same  time,  and  they  are  easily  distinguishable  by  the  difference  of 
their  position  and  brightness. 

Harbour  Light  of  La  Rochelle  (fixed). — At  14  metres  east  of  the  Lantern  Tower  on  the 
left  of  the  entrance  to  the  port.  Elevation,  14  metres;  visible  10  miles.  The  shelf  of  the 
Lavardin  is  avoided  by  steering  in  such  a manuer  as  that  the  Rochelle  Lighthouse  may  not 
be  masked  by  the  Lantern  Tower. 

JY.  B.  A tower  lately  erected  points  out  by  day  the  Lavardin  Slioal. 

Chassiron  Lighthouse,  Isle  of  Oleron  (fixed  light,  © 1). — On  the  N.  W.  point  of  the 
Isle  of  Oleron.  Lat.  46°  2'  51",  long.  3°  44'  51";  elevation  above  the  land,  43  metres; 
elevation  above  the  sea,  50  metres ; visible  18  miles. 

Light  on  L’ile  d’Aix  (fixed,  0 4^).— At  the  fort  on  the  south  point  of  the  ista* 
Lat.  46°  0'  36",  long.  3°  30'  55";  elevation,  17  metres;  visible  10  miles. 

. . Point 
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Point  la  Coubre  Light  (fixed,  © 4 g). — On  Point  La  Coubre,  north  side  of  the  mouth 
•ef  tbe  Gironde,  7 sea  miles  north,  29°  west  of  the  Cordouan  Lighthouse.  Lat.  45°  41'  30", 
long.  3°  3 o'  34";  elevation,  20  metres;  visible  10  miles.  Since  the  8th  November  1842, 
the  temporary  light  erected  on  the  Coubre  Point  on  a timber  pyramid  has  been  replaced 
by  a new  light  placed  on  the  top  of  a turret  contiguous  to  the  lightkeeper’s  house. 

Light  of  theTower  of  Terre  Negre  (fixed,  © Ag). — On  the  tower  of  Terre  Negre,  on  the  north 
bank  of  the  mouth  of  the  Gironde.  Lat.  46°  38'  47",  long.  3*  26'  38" ; elevation,  36  metres  ; 
visible  10  miles.  The  object  of  this  light  is  to  afford  to  mariners  entering  by  night  through 
the  North  Channel  the  means  of  avoiding  the  dangers  of  the  Barre  a 1’ Anglais.  It  is  only- 
visible  in  the  south  of  the  line  passing  through  the  said  tower  of  Terre  Negre  and  that  of 
St.  Palais,  which  seamarks  bear  one  to  the  other  south  79°  north,  and  north  79°  south,  true 
bearings.  To  make  use  of  the  new  light  on  entering  the  Gironde  through  the  North 
Channel,  mariners  must  observe  the  following  instructions  : On  reaching  the  south  true 
bearing  of  the  small  fixed  light  of  Point  Coubre  (that  is  to  say,  on  making  this  light  bearing 
N.  N.  E.  per  compass),  they  must  alter  their  course  by  steering  for  the  revolving  light  of 
Cordouan  till  the  moment  when  they  first  perceive  the  Terre  NAgre  Light.  They  must 
then  proceed  towards  that  light,  keeping  as  much  as  possible  in  the  line  in  which  they 
observe  it  at  E.  4 S.  E.  true  bearing  (S.  E.  I E.  per  compass),  until  they  make  the  Cordouan 
at  south  true  bearing  (S.  S.  W.  per  compass) ; after  which  they  will  alter  their  course  a 
third  time  by  standing  to  the  S.  E.  £ E.  true  bearing  (S.  E.  \ S.  per  compass).  It  is  very 
necessary  to  remark,  that  the  Terre  Negre  Light  not  being  visible  west  of  the  Coubre  Point 
in  tbe  direction  to  be  observed  for  entering  the  North  Channel,  cannot  guide  mariners 
coming  from  sea  until  they  have  doubled  the  above  point.  There  is  another  remark  which 
cannot  be  too  strongly  enforced,  namely,  that  notwithstanding  the  new  facilities  afforded  to 
mariners  by  the  Terre  Negre  Light  for  avoiding  the  Bar  a 1’ Anglais,  they  ought  not  to  enter 
the  mouth  of  the  Gironde  in  the  night-time,  except  in  a case  of  absolute  necessity,  because 
the  dangers  are  very  numerous  there,  and  the  fog  may  often  prevent  the  lights  from  being 
seen. 

Royan  Harbour  Light  (fixed). — On  the  point  called  Corps  de  Garde,  at  the  com- 
mencement of  pier,  and  140  metres  from  the  head  of  the  pier.  Lat.  45°  37'  8",  long.  3°  22'  3" ; 
elevation,  11  metres  ; visible  6 miles. 

Cordouan  Lighthouse  (revolving  light,  eclipsed  once  a minute,  © 1). — On  the  Cor- 
douan Rock,  at  the  mouth  of  the  Gironde.  Lat.  45°  35'  14",  long.  3°  30'  39";  elevation, 
63  metres ; visible  24  miles.  Every  bright  ray  of  this  light  is  immediately  preceded  by 
one  of  inferior  brilliancy.  The  eclipses  in  ordinary  weather  only  appear  total  at  a distance 
of  more  than  8 miles. 

Temporary  Light  on  the  Point  de  Grave  (fixed  light,  © 4). — On  a timber  scaffolding, 
erected  at  355  metres  S.  £ S.  E.  of  the  east  angle  of  Fort  de  Grave.  Lat.  45°  34’  8", 
long.  3°  23'  48";  elevation,  12  metres;  visible  9 miles. 

(*#)  Floating  Light  on  the  Tallais  Bank,  and  the  Richard  Harbour  Light  (in 
progress  of  erection).— Two  new  lights  are  to  be  placed  within  the  mouth  of  the  Gironde, 
higher  up  the  river  than  Verdon  Roadstead,  viz. : — 1.  A floating  light,  with  a white  sta- 
tionary flame,  on  the  north  part  of  the  Tallais  Bank.  2.  A light  of  the  4th  class,  with  a 
red  stationary  flame,  at  the  top  of  the  turret  erecting  at  Richard  on  the  left  bank  of  the 
Gironde,  9 sea  miles  higher  up  the  river  than  the  Point  de  Grave  Light.  It  is  anticipated 
that  these  two  new  lights  may  be  exhibited  in  one  of  the  early  months  of  1845. 

Harbour  Light  of  Pauillac  (fixed). — Left  bank  of  the  Gironde.  At  the  lading  place 
of  the  port.  Lat.  45°  11'  55'',  long.  3°  4'  55";  elevation,  6 metres;  visible  4 miles. 

Blaye  Harbour  Light.— Right  bank  of  the  Gironde.  On  the  lading  place  of  the  port. 
Lat.  45°  7'  25",  long.  3°  0'  15";  elevation,  5 metres ; visible  4 miles. 

Lighthouse  of  Arcachon  Basin  (fixed  light,  © 1).— On  Cape  Ferret,  3,000  metres  north 
of  the  present  entrance  of  the  basin  or  dock  of  Arcachon.  Lat.  44°  38'  43' , long.  3°  35'  15"  ; 
elevation,  51  metres  ; visible  18  miles  ; exhibited  since  1 November  1840. 

Biarritz  Lighthouse  (revolving  light,  eclipsed  every  half  minute,  © 1).  On  the  Point 
of  St.  Martin  de  Biarritz,  N.  5°  30'  W.  of  the  church  of  that  village.  Lat.  43°  29'  38", 
long  30  53'  28" ; elevation  above  the  land,  44  metres  ; elevation  above  the  sea,  73  metres ; 
risible  20  miles.  Ia  ordinary  weather  the  eclipses  only  appear  total  at  a distance  of  above 
10  miles. 

Socoa  Harbour  Light  (fixed). — At  the  entrance  of  the  Bay  of  St.  Jean  de  Luz,  west 
61de.  Lat.  43°  23'  44",  long.  4°  1'  28" ; elevation,  30  metres ; visible  6 miles. 


MEDITERRANEAN  SEA.O) 

Cape  Bearn  Lighthouse  (fixed  light,  © 1). — On  Mount  Bearn,  800  metres  S.  E.  of  the 
entrance  to  Port  Vendres.  Lat.  42°  30'  59",  long.  47' 15"  E. ; elevation  above  the  land, 
9 Metres ; elevation  above  the  sea,  229  metres ; visible  18  miles. 

Port 


J')t  T°  this  series  of  French  lighthouses  in  the  Mediterranean  may  be  added  the  principal  lights  on  the 
wjasts  of  Algeria.  „ 

°«A*  or  Metis  el  Kebis  Lighthouse  (revolving  light,  eclipsed  every  half  minute).— On  the  fortof 
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Port  Vendres  Light  (fixed,  © 4g). — On  the  harbour  light  fort,  at  the  entrance  of  the 
port.  Lat.  42°  31'  18  , long.  4G'  35  E;  elevation  above  the  land,  13  metres;  elevation, 
above  the  sea,  30  metres  : visible  10  miles. 

Light  at  La  Nouvelle  (fixed,  © 4 g).— At  the  end  of  the  West  Pier,  on  the  left  of  the 
entrance  of  the  Channel.  Lat.  43'  1",  long.  43'  30"  E. ; elevation,  10  metres  ; visible  10 
miles. 

Agde  Harbour  Light  (fixed).— On  the  end  of  the  east  pier,  to  the  right  of  the  entrance 
to  the  Channel.  Lat.  43°  16'  45",  long.  1°  G'  30"  E. ; elevation,  y metres  ; visible  6 miles. 

Fort  Buescou  Light  (fixed,  Q 4). — On  the  S.  E.  bastion  of  the  fort  on  the  small 
island  of  Brescou,  3 miles  E.S.E.  of  the  mouth  of  the  Herault.  Lat.  43°  15'  30";  loner. 
1°  9'  45 11 E. ; elevation,  18  metres  ; visible  9 miles. 

Mount  Agde  Lighthouse  (revolving  light,  eclipsed  once  every  minute,  © l.)_0n 
Mount  Agde  or  Mount  St.  Loup,  6,200  metres  N.,  66°  30'  E.  of  the  mouth  of  the  Herault. 
Lat.  43°  17'  55'',  long.  1°  !)'  57"  E.;  elevation  above  the  land,  14  metres ; elevation  above 
the  sea,  126  metres;  visible  27  miles.  In  ordinary  weather  the  eclipses  of  this  light  do  not 
appear  total  at  a less  distance  than  10  miles. 

Cette  Harbour  Lights  (fixed). 

(#)1.  Lighthouse  on  the  Mole  of  St.  Louis  © 3 p). — On  Fort  St.  Louis,  at  the  end  of 
the  Mole  of  the  same  name,  to  the  left  of  the  entrance  of  the  port.  Lat.  43°  23'  48", 
long.  1“  21'  52"  E.;  elevation,  25  metres  ; visible  12  miles. 

2.  Two  Harbour  Lights  of  Fort  Richelieu,  placed  vertically  to  each  other  on  the  Land- 
mark near  the  said  Fort,  740  metres  west  of  the  Lighthouse  of  the  Mole  of  St.  Louis; 
mean  elevation,  60  metres;  visible  4 miles.  These  two  lights  appear  like  one  only,  at 
a greater  distance  than  1 § mile.  Being  brought  to  bear  with  the  lighthouse  on  the  Mole  of 
St.  Louis,  they  point  out  the  direction  of  the  course  through  the  midway  of  the  channel, 
N.  E.  of  the  port. 

Lighthouse  of  Aigues  Mortes  (light  varying  every  four  minutes,  with  a bright  ray, 
preceded  and  followed  by  short  obscurations,  © 3). — On  the  N.  W.  Mole  of  the  Graudu 
lloi,  170  metres  from  its  end;  lat.  43°  32',  long.  1°  47'  45"  East;  elevation,  20  metres; 
visible  15  miles. 

La  Casiargue  or  Faraman  Lighthouse  (fixed  light,  © 1) — On  the  left  bank  of  the 
mouth  of  the  Old  Rhone,  near  the  Faraman  Customs’  Station,  two  sea  miles  S.  E.  \ S.  of 
the  old  Tower  of  St.  Genest.  Lat.  43°  20'  42",  long.  2°  20'  37"  E. ; elevation  38  metres  ; 
visible  18  miles. 

Two  Harbour  Lights  at  Bouc  (fixed,  0 4). 

1.  Light  on  the  head  of  the  mole,  to  the  left  of  the  entrance  of  the  port;  elevation  16 
metres ; visible  9 miles. 

2.  Light  on  the  tower  of  the  fort  to  the  right  of  the  entrance  to  the  port;  lat.  43° 
23'  39",  long.  2°  38'  56"  E.;  elevation  30  metres;  visible  9 miles. 

Two  Harbour  Lights  of  Marseilles  (©  4). 

1.  Light  (fixed  light). — At  foot  of  the  tower  of  Fort  St.  Jean,  to  the  left  of  the  entrance 
to  the  port.  Lat.  43°  17'  45",  long.  3°  1'  26''  E.;  elevation  9 metres ; visible  9 miles. 

2.  Light 


Mers  el  Keber,  to  the  right  of  the  entrance  to  the  port.  Lat.  35n  44'  21",  long.  3°  1'  25" ; elevation,  36 
metres ; visible  15  miles.  In  ordinary  weather  the  eclipses  only  appear  total  at,  a distance  ox  more  tiian 
eight  sea  miles.  The  small  stationary  light  seen  in  the  intervals  between  the  bright  flames  of  tile  revolving 
apparatus  is  produced  by  an  additional  apparatus  (©  4).  The  old  fixed  light  of  Mers  el  Kebir  lias  been 
superseded  by  the  revolving  light  9ince  1st  September  1839.  It  is  to  be  remarked  that  the  three  nguts 
of  Mers  el  Kebir,  the  Mole  at  Algiers,  and  the  Point  de  Garde,  at  the  entrance  of  the  Gulf  ol  Bona, 
have  exactly  the  same  appearances,  but  the  distances  between  these  three  places  are  too  great  to  admit  ot 
the  possibility  of  mistaking  one  for  the  other. 

(*)  Mast aoa:n em  Harbour.  Light  (fixed). — On  Port  La  Plage.  Lat.  35°  55'  57",  long.  2°  14  46  ; 
elevation,  37  metres;  visible  6 miles. 

Chebchell  Harbour.  Light  (fixed).— On  the  N.  E.  angle  of  Fort  Joinville.  Lat.  36°  36'  48",  long. 
8'  19" ; elevation,  36  metres ; visible  6 miles. 

Algiers  Lighthouse  (revolving  light,  eclipsed  every  half  minute). — On  the  tower  of  the  Mol®-  hat. 
36°  47'  20",  long.  44'  19" ; elevation,  37  metres ; visible  15  miles.  The  old  fixed  light  on  the  Rio  e 
Algiers  was  superseded  by  the  new  light  on  the  18tli  November  1834. 

Lighthouse  of  the  Gulf  of  Bona  (revolving  light,  eclipsed  every  half  minute). — On  Cape  de  Gw  e, 
at  the  entrance  of  the  Gulf  of  Bona.  Lat.  36"  58',  long.  5°  27'  E. ; elevation  above  the  land,  13 me  i 
elevation  above  the  sea,  142  metres ; visible  15  miles.  Exhibited  since  the  20th  December  1841. 

Bona  Harbour  Light  (fixed,  ©4). — On  the  Lion  Point,  1,400  metres  N.E.  of  the  port-  at; 

36°  54'  30",  long.  5“  26'  6*  E.;  elevation  above  the  land,  7 metres ; elevation  above  the  sea,  4J  n 1 
visible  9 miles.  . 

(*’)  La  Calls  Harboub  Light  (fixed,  0 4 g). — Placed  on  the  top  of  a turret  erected  on  the 
to  the  left  of  the  entrance  of  the  port.  Lat.  36°  54',  long.  5°  25'  50"  E. ; elevation,  16  metres ; vi 
miles.  ^ 

N.  B. — Temporary  harbour  lights  of  short  range  of  view  have  been  placed  at  Arzew,  txige  y> 
Stora;  hut  it  is  considered  proper  to  wait  till  they  are  definitively  erected  before  giving  any  m r 
ticular  information  on  the  lighting  of  the  above  ports. 
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2.  Light  (light  changing  every  three  minutes,  with  a bright  ray  preceded  and  followed  by 
short  eclipses). — On  the  point  called  Tdte  de  More,  between  the  creek  of  La  Reserve  and 
that  of  Pharo,  to  the  right  of  the  entrance  of  the  port.  Lat.  43°  17'  43",  long.  3°  1'  15" 
E. : elevation  19  metres  ; visible  9 miles. 

These  two  lights  are  masked  by  the  Knoll  of  Pharo,  in  the  direction  of  S.  E. 

The  Planier  Lighthouse  (revolving  light,  eclipsed  every  half  minute,  © 1).— On  the 
Planier  Rock,  8 miles  S.  W.  of  the  entrance  to  the  Port  of  Marseilles.  Lat.  43“  ll'  57", 
long.  2°  53'  35"  E. ; elevation,  40  metres;  visible  20  miles.  In  ordinary  weather  the 
eclipses  of  this  light  are  only  total  at  a greater  distance  than  G miles. 

Cassis  Harbour  Light  (fixed,  © 4). — On  the  left  of  the  entrance  to  the  port,  125  metres 
N.  29°  W.  of  the  end  of  the  Mole,  which  is  situated  to  the  right  of  the  said  entrance.  Lat. 
43°  12'  50",  long.  3°  1 1'  45"  E. ; elevation  above  the  land,  20  metres;  elevation  above 
the  sea,  28  metres  ; visible  9 miles. 

Two  Harbour  Lights  at  La  Ciotat  (both  stationary,  © 4). 

1.  Light  on  the  head  of  the  new  Mole,  to  the  right  of  the  entrance  of  the  port,  110 
metres  S.  E.  of  the  old  light  of  Fort  Berouard.  Lat.  43°  10'  2l",  long.  3°  1G'  27"  E. ; 
elevation,  12  metres ; visible  9 miles. 

2.  Light  on  Fort  Berouard,  on  the  right  of  the  entrance  to  the  port ; elevation,  25  metres  ; 
visible  9 miles. 

Lighthouse  on  the  He  de  Porquerolles  (changing  every  four  minutes,  with  a bright  ray, 
preceded  and  followed  by  short  obscurations,  © 1).— Situated  on  the  south  point  of  the 
island  between  Cape  d’Arme  and  Cape  Roux.  Lat.  42°  59'  long.  3°  52'  10"  E. ; elevation 
above  the  land,  17  metres ; elevation  above  the  sea,  80  metres ; visible  20  miles.  The  short 
eclipses  are  only  total  at  above  10  miles  distant. 

Lighthouse  of  Levant,  or  Titan  Island  (stationary  light,  © 3). — On  the  east  point  of  the 
island.  Lat.  43”  2'  47",  long.  4°  10'  24" E. ; elevation  above  the  land,  12  metres;  elevation 
above  the  sea,  75  metres ; visible  15  miles. 

Cape  Camarat  Lighthouse  (revolving  light,  eclipsed  once  every  minute,  0 1). On 

Cape  Camarat.  Lat.  43”  12'  3",  long.  4°  20'  16"  E. ; elevation  above  the  land,  21  metres; 
elevation  above  the  sea,  130  metres;  visible  27  miles.  In  ordinary  weather  the  eclipses 
only  appear  total  beyond  the  distance  of  10  miles.  It  is  to  be  noted  that  at  the  distance  of 
15  to  18  miles  the  appearances  of  the  Cape  Camarat  Light  are  not  to  be  distinguished  from 
those  of  the  light  on  Planier  Island  (situated  in  lat.  43“  1 1'  57'',  and  2°  53'  35"  E.  long.) 
except  that  the  eclipses  of  the  former  occur  every  minute,  whilst  those  of  the  latter  succeed 
each  other  eveiy  half  minute.  This  difference  is  sufficiently  obvious  not  to  escape  the 
notice  of  an  attentive  observer ; and  besides  this,  the  probability  of  mistake  is  less  to  be 
apprehended  as  the  geographical  positions  of  the  two  lighthouses  in  question  differ  by 
nearly  1 J”  of  long.  Moreover,  it  can  but  seldom  happen  that  a mariner  should  be  within 
sight  of  the  Camarat  Lighthouse  without  having  observed  either  the  stationary  light  of 
Antibes,  situated  at  least  30  sea  miles  N.  E.  of  Cape  Camarat,  or  to  the  west  the  two 
lighthouses  of  Porquerolles  Islands  and  the  Levant,  which  are  respectively  distant  from 
the  same  Cape  25  and  13  sea  miles  only. 

Antibes  or  La  Garouppe  Lighthouse  (fixed  light,  © 1). — On  the  peninsula  of  La 
Garouppe,  1 J mile  south  of  Antibes,  near  the  Chapel  of  Notre  Dame  de  la  Garde.  Lat. 
43° 33' 51",  long.  4°  47' 47" E. ; elevation  above  the  land,  24  metres;  above  the  sea,  103 
metres ; visible  18  miles.  Mariners  standing  in  for  Antibes  from  the  eastward  may,  at  the 
same  time  as  they  near  Villefranche,  get  sight  of  the  revolving  light  of  the  tower  of  this 
port  (situated  in  lat.  43°  40'  30"  and  long.  4°  59'  26"  £.),  the  light  varying  with  bright  rays 
at  the  entrance  of  the  port  of  Antibes  (situated  in  lat.  43*  35'  9"  and  4°  47'  31"  E.  long.)  and 
the  stationary  light  of  La  Garouppe  ; but  the  latter  lighthouse  only  is  sighted  by  mariners 
comiug  from  the  S.  and  S.W.  until  they  have  doubled  the  peninsula. 

Harbour  Light  of  Antibes  (varying  every  2 minutes,  with  bright  rays,  preceded  and 
followed  by  short  eclipses,  © 4)! — On  the  end  of  the  east  mole,  to  the  left  of  the  entrance  of 
the  port.  Lat.  43°  35'  9",  long.  4°  47'  31"  E. ; elevation,  15  metres  ; visible  9 miles. 

(%)  Lighthouse  of  Cape  Corsica,  or  Isle  of  Giraglia  (in  progress  of  erection). — The  tower 
erecting  on  the  Isle  of  Giraglia  (in  lat.  43°  1'  45"  and  7°  3'  55"  E.  long.)  will  be  distin- 
guished by  a light  of  the  1st  class,  eclipsed  every  half  minute.  The  work  is  not  sufficiently 
advanced  to  allow  the  probable  time  to  be  stated  when  this  new  light  will  be  brought  into 
operation. 

A)  Lighthouse  on  the  Punta  Revellata,  Gulf  of  Calvi  (in  course  of  construction). — 
he  tower  now  being  built  at  the  extremity  of  Cape  Punta  Revellata,  at  the  entrance  of  the 
tiulf  of  Calvi  (in  lat.  42°  35'  10"  and  6°  23'  10''  E.  long,  will  show  a stationary  light  of  the 
st  class.  It  is  presumed  that  this  light  may  be  exhibited  towards  the  end  of  1844. 

( *)  Lighthouse  of  La  Grande  lie  Sanguinare  (in  progress). — The  tower  erecting  on 
a Grande  lie  Sanguinaire,  at  the  entrance  of  the  Gulf  of  Ajaccio  (in  lat.  41“  52'  50"  and 
16  30"  E.  long.)  will  be  furnished  with  a light  of  the  1st  class,  varied  every  4 minutes  by 
right  rays,  preceded  and  followed  by  short  eclipses.  It  is  supposed  that  this  light  may 
°7*  w?  llse  towarc^s  ’he  close  of  1844. 

( *)  Bonifacio  or  Monte  Pertusato  Lighthouse  (in  course  of  erection). — The  tower 
being  built  near  Bonifacio,  on  Mount  Pertusato  (in  lat.  41°  22'  10''  and  6°  51'  E.  long.), 
ill  be  distinguished  by  a light  of  the  1st  class,  eclipsed  every  minute.  It  is  supposed 
n ls  hght  may  be  exhibited  towards  the  end  of  1844. 

0,3h.  4 if  4 A)  Lighthouse 


Appendix,  No.  63. 

French  Light- 
houses in  1844. 


Department  of  the 
Var. 


Corsica. 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


632 


APPENDIX  TO  REPORT  FROM  THE 


Appendix.  No.  63.  (*#)  Lighthouse  of  Porto  Vecchio  (in  progress  of  erection).— The  tower  now  being 

built  on  Point  La  Chiappe,  to  the  left  of  the  entrance  of  the  Gulf  of  Porto  Vecchio  (in  lat 

French  Light-  41”  35'  10"  and  7”  O'  20"  E.  long.)  will  receive  a light  of  the  1st  class,  varied  every  4 minutes’ 
houses  in  1844.  by  a bright  flame,  preceded  and  followed  by  short  eclipses.  This  light  is  expected  to  be 

exhibited  in  one  of  the  early  months  of  1845. 

Bastia  Harbour  Light  (fixed,  © 4).— On  the  end  of  the  mole,  at  the  entrance  of  the 
port.  Lat.  42°  41'  48",  long.  7°  6'  45"  E. ; elevation,  16  metres  ; visible  9 miles. 

The  Divisional  Inspector  Adjunct,  Secretary  to  the  Lighthouse  Commission. 

(signed)  L.  Fresnel. 

Seen  by  the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  Public  Works. 

(signed)  Le  Grand. 


PRUSSIAN  LIGHTHOUSES. 

Copy  of  a DESPATCH  from  R.  Abercrombie,  Esq.,  Charge  d ’Affaires  at  Berlin, 
to  J.  Backhouse,  Esq. 

Sir,  Berlin,  22  October  1834. 

In  reply  to  your  despatch  dated  9th  May  1834,  addressed  to  the  Earl  of  Minto,  directing 
his  Lordship  to  obtain,  for  the  information  of  the  Foreign  Department,  copy  of  the  regula- 
tions regarding  the  lighthouses  in  Prussia,  showing  the  manner  in  which  the  expense  of  those 
establishments  is  defrayed,  I have  now  the  honour  to  transmit  herewith,  for  Lord  Palmer- 
ston’s information,  copy  of  a note  which  I have  received  from  his  Excellency  M.  Ancillon. 

From  the  answer  contained  in  the  enclosed  note,  it  appears  that  no  general  instructions 
exist  for  the  regulation  of  lighthouses,  and  that  neither  national  nor  foreign  ships  are  sub- 
jected to  the  payment  of  any  specific  duties  for  the  maintenance  of  these  establishments.  The 
expense  which  they  occasion  is  provided  for  by  the  provincial  authorities,  who  receive  the 
duties  levied  in  the  ports,  and  also  by  the  communal  authority,  to  whom  the  levyingof  port 
dues  has  been  conceded  under  the  engagement  to  maintain  these  establishments. 

The  instructions  given  to  those  persons  employed  in  the  lighthouses  relate  only  to  details 
of  service,  which  vary  according  to  the  localities. 

I have,  81c. 

(signed)  JRa.  Abercrombie. 

(Enclosure.) 

Au  regu  de  la  note  que  my  Lord  Minto  a bien  voulu  adresser  au  Ministere  du  Roi,  le  19 
Mai  dernier,  le  soussigne  a fait  demander  sans  delai  au  Departement  des  Finances  etdu 
Commerce  les  informations  que  Lord  Palmerston  desire  obtenir  au  sujet  de  l’entretien  des 
phares  des  fanaux  en  Prusse. 

II  resulte,  de  la  reponse  que  vient  de  parvenir  au  soussigne,  qu’il  n’existe  pas  en  ce  pays 
de  reglemens  generaux  sur  l’entretien  des  phares,  et  que  ni  le3  navires  nationaux  ni  les 
etrangers  ne  sont  soumis  a des  droits  destines  specialement  a couvrir  les  frais  de  ces 
etablissemens. 

Le  depense  en  est  portae  soit  sur  les  6tats  des  autorites  provinciates,  qui  perqoivent  les 
droits  deports,  soit  sur  ceux  des  communes  auxquelies  la  perception  des  droits  ae  port  est 
conc6dee  ft  la  charge  de  pourvoir  a l’entretien  des  feux ; d’oit  il  suit  qu’on  ne  fait  aucune 
difference  entre  les  nationaux  et  les  Strangers  relativement  a ces  frais. 

Les  instructions  donnees  aux  employes  des  phares  sont  egalement  etrangiires  a cette 
depense,  et  ne  concernent  que  details  de  service  qui  varient  selon  les  localites. 

En  transmettant  ces  notes  a Monsieur  Abercrombie,  Charged’ Affaires  deS.  M.Britannique, 
le  soussigne  lui  r£it£re  l’assurance  de  sa  consideration  la  plus  distinguee. 

(signe)  Ancillon. 

Berlin,  le  16  Octobre  1834. 


(Translation.) 

On  receipt  of  the  note  addressed  by  Lord  Minto  to  the  King’s  Ministry  on  the  19th  of 
May  last,  the  undersigned  caused  request  to  be  made  without  delay  at  the  Department  ot 
Finance  and  Commerce,  for  the  information  which  Lord  Palmerston  desired  to  obtain  con- 
cerning the  maintenance  of  lighthouses  and  beacons  in  Prussia. 

It  appears,  from  the  reply  which  has  just  reached  the  undersigned,  that  there  exist  m 
this  country  no  general  regulations  for  the  maintenance  of  lighthouses,  and  that  neither 
national  nor  foreign  vessels  are  subjected  to  any  charges  specially  intended  to  defray  the 
expenses  of  these  establishments.  These  expenses  are  borne  either  by  the  estates  ot  tie 
provincial  authorities  who  receive  the  port  duties,  or  by  the  communal  authorities  to  whom 
the  right  of  receiving  those  duties  has  been  granted  on  condition  of  their  providing  fort® 
maintenance  of  lighthouses,  &c. ; from  which  arrangement  it  follows  that  there  is  no  ai  er 
ence  made  between  foreign  and  national  vessels  in  relation  to  these  charges.  . , . 

The  instructions  given  to  the  persons  employed  in  the  lighthouses  have  no  relation  w a 
ever  to  these  charges,  and  consist  merely  of  official  details,  which  vary  according  to 
localities.  / 

In  transmitting  these  notes  to  M.  Abercrombie,  his  Britannic  Majesty’s  Ciargf-” 
d’  Affaires,  the  undersigned  reiterates  the  expression  of  his  highest  regard. 

Berlin,  16  October  1834.  (signed)  Ancillon. 
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PAPERS  RELATING  TO  HARBOUR  OR  LOCAL  LIGHTHOUSES. 


I.— ENGLAND  AND  WALES. 


LIST  of  Private  or  Local  Lights  on  Piers,  Harbours,  &c.  on  the  Coasts  of  England.  Appendix,  No.  65. 


Aberystwith,  Harbour 

- 

- 

2 

Lynas  - - - 

_ 

Amlwch  - - - - 

- 

- 

1 

Lvtbam  - 

_ 

_ 

Berwick,  Pier  - 

- 

- 

l 

Margate,  Harbour  - 

_ 

_ 

Bidston  - 

- 

- 

1 

Mary  port.  Harbour  - 

_ 

. 

Black  Rock  - 

- 

- 

1 

Mumbles 

_ 

_ 

Blythe,  Pier  - 

- 

- 

l 

Neath,  erecting 

_ 

_ 

Bran  Sands  - 

- 

- 

2 

Newhaven,  Harbour 

_ 

_ 

Brighton,  Pier 

- 

- 

1 

Pauli  - 

_ 

_ 

Brixham,  Harbour  - 

- 

1 

Penzance,  Pier 

_ 

Bull  Sand,  Light  Vessel  - 

- 

_ 

1 

Plymouth,  Harbour  - 

_ 

_ 

Cardiff,  Harbour 

- 

_ 

l 

Pembrey,  Harbour  - 

_ 

_ 

Care  Sands,  Light  Vessel  - 

- 

- 

1 

Ramsgate,  Harbour  - 

_ 

Carr  Sand,  Light  Vessel  - 

- 

_ 

1 

Rye,  Harbour  - 

_ 

_ 

Crosby  - - - - 

- 

- 

1 

Scarborough,  Pier  - 

_ 

_ 

Crosby,  Light  Vessel 

- 

- 

1 

Seaham,  erecting 

_ 

_ 

Dartmouth,  Harbour 

. 

1 

Seaton  - 

_ 

_ 

Dover,  Harbour 

- 

_ 

3 

Shoreham,  Harbour  - 

_ 

_ 

Folkstone,  Harbour  - 

_ 

_ 

1 

Skinburness  - 

_ 

_ 

Fortnby,  Light  Vessel 

- 

_ 

1 

Solway,  Frith  - 

_ 

_ 

Fleetwood  - - - 

- 

- 

2 

Southampton  Pier  - 

_ 

_ 

Guernsey,  Harbour  - 

- 

_ 

1 

Southsea,  Pier 

_ 

_ 

Harrington,  Harbour 

. 

_ 

1 

Sunderland,  Pier 

_ 

_ 

Hartlepool,  Pier 

- 

_ 

2 

Swansea  - 

_ 

_ 

Hastings,  Harbour  - 

- 

_ 

2 

Tyne,  Pier 

_ 

_ 

Heebies,  Light  Vessel 

_ 

_ 

1 

Walney  - 

_ 

_ 

Holyhead,  Harbour  - 

- 

_ 

1 

Weare,  Light  Vessel 

_ 

_ 

Hoylake  - 

_ 

_ 

2 

Whitby,  Pier  - 

_ 

_ 

Ilfracombe  - - - 

_ 

_ 

1 

Whitehaven,  Harbour 

_ 

_ 

Killingholme  - 

_ 

_ 

2 

Workington,  Harbour 

_ 

Leasowe  - - 

Liverpool,  North  West  Light  Vessel 

1 

1 

Wyre,  Light  Vessel  - 

Total 

Local  or  Harbour 
Lights  in  England 
and  Wales. 


84 


Trinity  House,  London, 
31  July  1845. 


(signed)  J.  Herbert, 

Secretary. 


BRIXHAM. 

Sir,  Brixham,  7 August  1845. 

There  are  five  lights  (but  no  lighthouse)  established  for  the  use  of  the  harbour.  One 
of  them  stationed  at  the  pier-head,  showing  red  seaward,  and  lighted  throughout  the  year 
from  sun-down  to  sun-rise ; the  others  are  distributed  about  the  harbour,  and  only  lighted 
M the  winter  season.  That  they  are  erected  by  the  authority  of  the  commissioners  of  the 
harbour,  at  an  average  expenditure  of  35/.  per  annum,  taken  from  the  funds  of  the  pier 
estate;  and  no  dues  are  charged  on  the  shipping  for  such  lights. 

The  commissioners  act  under  the  authority  of  an  Act  1 Viet.  c.  75. 

I am,  &c. 

(signed)  R.  W.  Wolston, 

To  the  Clerk  of  the  Committee  ~ Clerk  to  the  Commissioners, 

on  Lighthouses,  House  of  Commons,  London. 


BUNY  PORT,  PEMBREY. 

Sir, 

, I beg  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  a letter  signed  Joseph  Hume,  dated  10  April  1845, 
m answer  to  which  I state  as  follows  : 

1st.  One  lighthouse  with  a reflector  on  the  western  pier  at  the  entrance  of  Buny  Port 
Harbour,  north  side  of  Buny  River,  Carmarthen  Bay,  erected  by  permission  of  the  Trinity 
°-36.  4 L House, 
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Local  or  Harbour 
Lights  in  England 
and  Wales. 


House,  and  maintained  at  the  joint  expense  c 
and  the  Commissioners  of  Buuy  Navigation. 
The  annual  cost  of  maintaining  the  light — 
In  the  year  1842  - 

„ 1843  - 

„ 1844  - 


the  proprietors  of  the  Buny  Port  Harbour 


£.  s.  d. 

- 

- 

- 

28  10  - 

- 

- 

- 

32  to  - 

■ 

" 

" 

32 

- 

* 

£. 

93  - - 

There  is  no  charge  on  the  shipping. 


The  number  of  vessels  entering  or  using  the  port,  and  the  aggregate  number  of  tons  of 
shipping  in  each  of  the  last  three  years,  to  Buny  Port  Harbour,  are  as  follows: 


No.  of  Vessels. 

Years.  | 

Register  Tonnage. 

325 

390 

531 

1842 

■843 

1844 

18,038 

>4.436 

16,268 

Total  - - - 1,246 

- - - 

48,742 

Number  of  other  vessels  passing  up  Buny  River,  a 

ind  using  the  Pembrey  Light  in  and  out: 

No.  of  Vessels. 

Years. 

Register  Tonnage. 

1,77<> 

1842 

114,964 

1,821 

1843 

124,893 

2,056 

1844 

148,479 

Total  - - - 5,647 

— 

388,336 

The  Act  of  Parliament  for  the  dues  for  lights,  buoys,  or  beacons  of  the  port  is  Act 
Geo.  3,  cap.  1 83 ; viz. 

An  Act  for  the  Improvement  of  the  Navigatiou  of  the  Rivers  Buny,  Longher  and  Sliedi, 
in  the  counties  of  Carmarthen  and  Glamorgan,  2d  July  1813,  and  the  buoyage  dues  not  to 
exceed  the  sum  of  one  penny  per  ton,  which  has  been  regularly  charged  since  the  date  of 
the  Act  of  Parliament. 

I remain,  &c. 

(signed)  William  M‘Kiernon, 

8 July  1845.  Superintendent  Buny  Port  Harbour. 


CAERNARVON. 

TO  the  Clerk  of  the  Select  Committee  on  Lighthouses. 

Sir,  Harbour-office,  Caernarvon,  11  April  1845. 

The  worshipful  the  mayor  of  Caernarvon  having  laid  before  the  trustees  ot  this 
harbour  your  communication  of  the  5th  March  last,  on  the  subject  of  lighthouses,  etc., 
I have  been  directed  by  the  trustees  most  respectfully  to  draw  the  attention  ol  the  Com- 
mittee to  the  Act  52  Geo.  3,  c.  115,  for  “ preserving  and  improving  the  Port  of  Dublin, 
by  which  coasting  vessels  from  this  port  to  ports  in  Cardigan  Bay  are  charged  (besides 
heavy  charges  for  English  lights)  three  farthings  per  ton  for  three  Irish  lights,  and  vessels 
proceeding  farther  southward  than  St.  David’s  Head  are  charged  id.  per  ton  for  to  ^ 
Irish  lights,  whereas  it  must  be  evident  that  such  vessels  do  not,  in  the  ordinary  course 
traffic,  come  within  many  miles  of  the  range  of  any  of  the  Irish  lights  for  which  they  are 
so  charged.  . 1 , the 

The  trustees  have  directed  me  to  make  this  communication  to  you,  hoping  “'a 
propriety  of  discontinuing  charges  so  grievous  and  unjust  to  the  shipping  interests  0 
coast  in  particular  will  engage  the  favourable  consideration  of  the  Committee. 

I have,  &c. 

(signed)  John  Jackson,  Clerk  to  the  Trustees. 
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DARTMOUTH. 

t ^'r’  . 1 1 , , , Dartmouth,  8 July  1840. 

I beg  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  a letter  from  the  Chairman  of  the  Lighthouse  Com- 
mittee,  requiring  a return  with  reference  to  the  light  at  the  entrance  of  this  harbour 

In  reply  I beg  to  state — 

That  there  is  one  feed  light  placed  in  the  turret  of  the  Castle  at  the  entrance  to  this 
harbour,  immediately  facing  the  channel. 

The  light  was  erected,  with  the  consent  of  the  Trinity  Board,  at  the  expense  of  the  late 
Sir  John  Seale,  when  Member  for  this  borough.  v 

It  was  supported  for  some  time  by  voluntary  subscription,  the  corporation  of  the  borough 
making  up  any  deficiency;  but  it  has  for  a long  time  devolved  wholly  on  the  latter  who 
from  the  state  of  the  borough  funds  will  reluctantly  be  obliged  to  discontinue  their  assist- 
ance, and  who  are  desirous  that  it  should  be  under  the  control  of  the  Trinity  Board  it 
bemg  a light  of  great  public  advantage,  and  which  ought  to  be  kept  up  in  an  efficient 

The  yearly  expense  is  about  40 l,  and  there  are  no  dues  collected  for  its  support,  nor  are 
there  any  Acts  of  Parliament  for  charging  any.  rr  * 

The  number  of  vessels  entering  and  using  the  port  in  the  years  184c,  1843,  and  1844  is 
as  follows : — ™ *** 


In  1842 

1843 

1844 


- 1,0631 

- 3,340 

- 1.152J 


This  is  exclusive  of  trawlers  or  fishing  sloops,  and  yachts. 

The  tonnage  I have  no  means  of  ascertaining,  but  the  vessels  vary  from  40  tons  to  1,000. 
1 am  desired  to  solicit  the  attention  of  the  Committee  to  the  necessity  of'  having  buoys 
or  other  beacons  pJaced  over  certain  sunken  rocks  at  the  entrance  from  the  channel  to 
this  harbour;  and  on  the  subject  of  which  a memorial  was  recently  sent  to  the  Committee, 
through  the  late  Member  for  the  borough,  Mr.  Somes. 

I am,  &c. 

The  Clerk  of  the  Conmiitlee.  (signed)  W.  Prout,  Town  Clerk. 


Tr^r’ , ■*,  ,,  , Dartmouth,  11  July  1845. 

r E.he,  feI"r  dT  rcce,ved  0 communication  requiring  information  on  the 
S ? f !,tbe,  h6ht  exhibited  at  tile  entrance  of  this  harbour  for  tile  use  of  shipping,  I beg  on 
Sthe  Lw  ” 9°“”C1  °ft  l,S  borouSh,to  ‘cy  you  the  following  statement,  show- 

l»SnlM,£y ™d,  ™I>0i'tance  of  the  light,  and  respectfully  to  reqnest  that  you  will 
K.  f lff  osslble>  10  b™g  ‘be  ™d«t  the  notice  of  the  Committee,  in  order  that 
mEif™  • 6'“*  P.ublc  utility  may  not  be  discontinued,  but  which  will  be  the  case 
Seml  JS  Tfd'^.be  ft0®1  ™der  tbe  chwSe  of  the  Trinity  Board  as  one  of  the 
a»Sle  * 1 sbls,,t  havlnS  hitherto  been  supported  by  local  means,  which  are  no  longer 

of’vesspts' t,  “"seT“encf ,of  the  repeatedly  expressed  opinion  of  mercliants  and  captains 
for  . 1 .there,  “"ght  to  be  a light  at  the  entrance  of  D artmouth  II  arbour,  not  only 

“ entering  the  port,  but  for  tire  use  of  others  passing  up  and  down  the  Channel, 
From,  f .i  ‘ erect  sucb  hght  was  asked  hy  *hs  inhabitants  of  Dartmouth  through  the  col- 
nntb.  ■ “ obtained  from  the  Trinity  Board,  on  the  condition  that  it  should 

n°toe  discontinued  without  notice. 

‘hen  erected,  by  the  consent  of  the  Board  of  Ordnance,  on  the  castle  at  the 
lv5“  f°fS!eharbonr,  immediate^  facing  the  Channel,  the  lamp  having  been  presented 
subscription*1  Seale‘  a“d  expense  of  orooting  it  having  been  defrayed  by  public 

daallvWSifT  abtiUt.  tw,°.yearB  maintained  by  public  subscription,  but  this  means  gra- 
DartLSl,  ,a”d.lt  ultimately  fell  wholly  on  the  corporate  funds  of  the  borough  of 
allowed  , ( lp'V  lele  b ';oa'  rests.  Though  the  state  of  the  corporate  funds  has  not  properly 
probahlv  1,  blS  uuuual  charge  (about  40 1),  and  though  the  council  have  felt  that  they  have 
W th;lb??ra,9eed,”v«‘hm  du‘yin  so  “PP'yiug  Mypart  of  the  funds  of  the  borough, 
tomenr  tb. ^lderatl°"  ?f  ^ great  mportance  of  the  light  has  hitherto  induced  them  rather 
from  its  • rfsP011s,bll'ty  °f  sucb  an  expenditure  of  the  corporate  funds  than  to  withdraw 
the  rpmnvDaJntei.mnCc  ’ , ,they  have  now  most  reluctantly  determined  that  they  must  give 
to  taW;t  fotlce  f?r  the  discontinuance  of  the  light,  unless  the  Trinity  Board  will  consent 
it  under  its  charge. 

fore  -S’  * understand,  visible  at  sea  at  a distance  of  nine  miles,  and  is  tbere- 

passatrp  ^ i ^ervice  f°  vessels  bound  to  and  from  Dartmouth,  but  to  all  others  in  their 
iu  the  sat?  an<j  down  the  English  Channel,  and  considering  to  what  extent  refuge  is  sought 
during-  thp  aDd  .comra°dio|1s  harbour  of  Dartmouth  by  vessels  of  all  sizes  and  nations 
high  imnn,.^reVa  r Ce  ®asterly  ar>d  other  gales,  there  can  be  but  one  opinion  as  to  the 
day  anrlnf +^C6<-  its  beb’g  always  accessible  by  means  of  a light  by  night  as  well  as  by 
light,  tlle  feai'”d  risk  to  life  and  property  which  would  follow  the  withdrawal  of  the 
0.36. 

4 t 2 I understand 
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I understand  there  are  but  few  ports  in  the  kingdom  which  have  move  registered  ship, 
ping  belonging  to  them  than  Dartmouth,  and  that  for  the  last  three  years  the  average 
number  of  vessels  entering  or  using  the  port  in  each  year,  exclusive  of  fishing  sloops  and 
yacht®  exceeded  1,100,  varying  in  their  tonnage  from  the  smallest  class  to  vessels  of  1,000 


These  facts,  I would  respectfully  submit,  sufficiently  prove  that  the  benefit  derived  from 
the  light  is,  in  fact,  essentially  of  a public  and  general  rather  than  of  a local  nature ; for 
1 regret  to  say  that  the  mere  local  trade  of  Dartmouth  is  at  present  but  trifling ; and  inde- 
pendently of  these  considerations,  the  harbour  of  Dartmouth  is  so  situated,  and  its  entrance 
so  formed  by  nature  for  defence,  that  in  the  event  of  war  it  must  be  adopted  also  as  a har- 
bour of  refuge  from  the  enemy  in  preference  to  any  other  m the  Channel. 

Trusting  that  you  may  have  an  opportunity  of  bringing  tins  communication  under  the 
consideration  of  the  Committee  of  the  House  of  Commons  now  sitting  on  the  subject  of 
lighthouses,  _ 


(signed)  Arthur  B.  Earns , 

Joseph  Hume,  Esq.,  m.  p.  Mayor. 

Chairman  of  the  Lighthouse  Committee. 


AN  ACCOUNT  of  the  Number  of  Vessels  and  Amount  of  their  Tonnage  that  have 
entered  Inwards  at  the  Port  of  Dartmouth  Monthly  for  the  last  Two  Years,  with 
Cargoes. 


— 

Year  1843. 

Year  1844. 

Foreign  Trade.  I 

Coasting  Trade.  1 

Foreign  Trade.  | 

Coasting  Trade. 

Vessels. 

Tonnage. 

Vessels. 

Tonnage. 

Vessels. 

Tonnage. 

Vessels. 

Tonnage. 

January  - 

6 

654 

34 

*,730 

4 

66l  1 

62 

3,7*4 

February  - 

J 

37 

66 

3,847 

4 

217 

69 

4,292 

March 

4 

264 

68 

4,  *57 

4 

l8l 

77 

5,816 

April 

3 

178 

109 

8,020 

2 

103 

104 

May 

5 

376 

94 

6,859 

12 

1,017 

125 

8,858 

June  - : 

595 

126 

8,558 

8 

834 

93 

5,921 

j0i, 

8 

1,178 

13* 

8,594 

*4 

1,808 

108 

7,767 

August  - 

8 

1,005 

**3 

8,017 

11 

1,117 

93 

6,829 

September 

7 

783 

111 

8,071 

26 

V*5 

93 

6,402 

October  - 

4 

278 

75 

5,813 

48 

2,420 

68 

4,806 

November 

13 

i,33* 

54 

4,009 

3* 

1,629 

63 

4,438 

December 

3 

256 

72 

4,757 

6 

595 

49 

2,801 

Total  - 

67 

6,935 

*,053 

72,432 

170 

1 2,697 

1,004 

68,861 

Custom  House,  London,! 
26  July  1845.  J 


Jno.  Coveu , 

Regr’  Gen1  of  Shipping. 


DOVER. 

There  are  two  lights  exhibited  on  the  south  pier,  lit  up  with  gas,  and  one  on  the 
north  pier,  lit  up  with  oil,  which  are  exhibited  when  there  is  10  feet  water  in  the  harbour, 
and  kept  lighted  until  the  water  falls  to  10  feet;  the  expense  of  which  is  paid  out  of  tue 
ievenue  of  Dover  Harbour,  without  any  specific  charge  to  ships. 

The  total  expenses — £ s.  d. 

Two  lights  on  south  pier,  with  gas,  per  annum  - - - 25  6 4 

Light  ou  the  north  pier,  with  oil,  per  annum  - - - 6 2 6 

£.  31  8 to 

7 July  1845.  (signed)  John  Frost,  Harbour  Master. 
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FOLKESTONE. 


Sir,  9 July  1845. 

Agreeably  to  Mr.  Hume’s  letter  of  tile  10th  of  April  last,  in  reference  to  a lighthouse 
at  this  place,  I beg-  leave  to  send  you  herewith  answers  to  the  queries  contained  in  the 
said  letter,  viz. : There  is  one  light,  a red  one,  erected  at  the  eastern  end  of  the  west  pier 
head,  by  order  of  the  Trinity  Board,  but  at  the  expense  of  the  South  Eastern  Railway 
Company,  who  are  the  proprietors  of  the  Folkestone  harbour ; and  the  expense  thereof 
being  defrayed  by  the  South  Eastern  Railway  Company;  and  no  dues  are  charged  on  the 
shipping  for  lights. 

The  number  of  vessels  entering  or  using  the  port,  and  the  aggregate  number  of  tons  of 
shipping,  sailing  vessels  and  steamers,  in  each  of  the  last  three  years : 
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YEARS. 

Number  of 
Sailing  Vessels. 

Tonnage. 

Number  of 
Steam  Vessels. 

Tonnage. 

is4». 

609 

35.440 



,843  - - - 

721 

38,896 

245 

1844  - - - 

516 

32,168  i 

M63 

125,232 

I am,  &c. 

To  the  Clerk  of  the  Committee  (signed)  Chas.  Golder,  Harbour  Master, 

on  Lighthouses,  House  of  Commons. 


HARTLEPOOL. 

Answers  to  Queries  required  by  the  Committee  of  the  House  of  Commons 
on  Lighthouses. 

Three.  A principal  constant  red  light  on  the  pier,  and  two  smaller  ones,  as  directing 
lights,  for  the  channel. 

The  chief  light  is  situated  on  the  pier,  at  the  entrance  of  the  port.  The  two  directing 
lights  of  the  channel,  on  the  dock  walls. 

By  the  following  Acts  of  Parliament,  viz.:  53  Geo.  3,  c.  35,  1813;  2 Will.  4,  c.  68, 
1832;  1 Viet.  c.  78,  1837  5 and  by  the  sanction  of  the  Trinity  Board.  The  pier  light  was 
erected  by  the  commissioners  appointed  under  the  above  Acts,  out  of  the  general  funds  of 
uie  trust.  The  clianuel  lights  were  erected  at  the  expense  of  the  Hartlepool  Dock  and 
Railway  Company. 

The  pier  light  our  of  the  general  funds  of  the  pier  trust;  the  channel  lights  by  the 
Hartlepool  Dock  and  Railway  Company. 

The  yearly  expense  of  maintaining  the  light  on  the  pier,  including  the  wages  of  the 
liglu-Keeper,  is  about  125/. 

There  is  no  charge  on  shipping  specifically  for  lights ; but  each  vessel  entering  the  port 
to  discharge  or  take  in  a cargo,  id.  a ton  on  the  registered  tonnage,  with  is.  4 d.  for  the 
maintenance  of  the  town  walls.  The  refuge  dues  on  each  vessel  are  is.  2 d.  a ton  on  the 
registered  tonnage,  with  8rf.  for  the  maintenance  of  the  town  walls. 


REFUGE. 

TO  LOAD. 

1842 

605 

3,531  No.  of  Vessels. 

1843  - 

- 471 

• 3,527 

1844  - 

- 715 

- 2,969 

1842 

- 46,089 

- 441,802  Tons. 

1843  - 

- 28,560 

- 472,426 

1844  - 

- 5U7H 

- 401,561 

HOLYHEAD  HARBOUR. 

bun^r^t'h  ^ **1IS  harbour  one  principal  light,  which  is  without  colour,  and  consists  of  20 
lio-ht  •S’  • - e !S  a*so  die  same  lighthouse,  and  below  the  principal  light,  a small  red 
tlie  nQ°?S,S.jllS  one  burner  only.  The  lighthouse  is  situated  on  the  end  of  the  pier,  at 
bv  P V'1  S'°e  d*e  entrance  to  the  harbour;  it  was  erected  by  Commissioners  appointed 
for  the  improvement  of  Holyhead  Harbour,  and  paid  for  out  of  money 
4 1. 3 granted 
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granted  by  Parliament.  It  is  supported  by  an  annual  grant  from  Parliament;  there  are 
no  receipts  for  the  use  of  the  light.  The  expenditure  for  each  of  the  last  three  years  was 
556 l.  os.  8d.  in  1842;  543/.  7 s.  iod.  in  1843;  and  560?.  9s.  3 id.  in  1844,  which  also 
includes  the  lighting  of  about  three  quarters  ol  a mile  of  road  along  the  north  side  of  the 
harbour;  and  as  the  lighthouse  and  the  road  lamps  are  supplied  from  the  same  gasometers 
the  separate  expenditure  for  each  cannot  be  given.  No  dues  are  charged  on  the  shipping 
for  lights  at  this  harbour. 

The  number  of  vessels  entering  this  harbour,  and  the  aggregate  number  of  tons  of  ship, 
ping,  in  each  of  the  last  three  years,  was  as  follows 


1S42  - 

- No.  of  Vessels  940 

1843  - 

„ 1,219 

1844  - 

„ 942 

- No.  of  Tons  54,189  -I  Exclusive  of  Queen’s 
„ 68,142  l Ships,  Mail  Packets, & 

» 5U931  J Pleasure  Yachts. 


Holyhead,  9 July  1845. 


John  Provis. 


HULL. 

Sir  Trinity  House,  Hull,  19  July  1845. 

I Aj/directed  by  this  Corporation  to  forward  to  you  the  accompanying  return, in  reply 
to  circulars  received  from  Joseph  Hume,  esq.,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Lighthouses, 
addressed  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  Lighthouse  at  Pauli,  and  also  at  Killinghohne.  I beg 
to  observe  that  there  being  also  two  light  vessels  placed  and  maintained  by  this  Corpora- 
tion  in  the  River  Humber,  I have  taken  the  liberty  of  including  them  in  the  return;  and 
have  also  added  a note  relating  to  the  appropriation  of  the  revenue  beyond  the  cost  of 
maintaining  the  same. 

I am,  &c. 

To  the  Clerk  of  the  Committee  on  Lighthouses,  (signed)  W.  F.  Btilby. 

House  of  Commons. 


RETURN  to  an  Order  of  the  Honourable  Committee  on  Lighthouses,  House  of  Commons. 


Number  of  Lights. 

Where  Erected. 

Under  what 

How  Supported. 

Yearly  Amount,  for  tile  last  Three  Years,  of  the 

Shipping, 
and  of  what  kind. 

and  at  whose 
Expense. 

RECEIPTS. 

EXPENDITURE. 

One  fixed  bright 
light. 

- - Pauli,  on  the  York 
shore  of  die  river  Hum- 
ber. 

- - Charter 
and  usage,  by 
the  Corpora- 
tion of  the 
Trinity-house 
in  Kingston- 
upon-Hull. 

- - By  the  duty  of 
buoyage  and  bea- 
conage levied  on 
ships  and  vessels 
navigating  the 

river  Humber, 

trading  either 

coastwise  or  over- 
sea. 

- - tbereceipts,  asstated 
in  the  column  showing 
the  amount  of  buoyage 
and  beaconage  collect- 
ed are  applicable  to 
the  maintenance  of  the 
buoys,  beacons,  light- 
houses, and  light-ves- 
sels, erected  and  placed 
in  and  about  the  river 
Humber. 

£.  s.  i 

1842  - 345  7 4 

1843  - 139  16  7 

1844  - 91  - 5 

Two  fixed  bright 
lights. 

- - Killingholme,on  the 
Lincolnshire  shore  of 
the  river  Humber. 

as  above 

as  above  - 

as  above  - 

1842  - 157  8 1 

1843  - 202  5 3 

1844  - 154  4 9 

A light  - vessel, 
showing  a fixed 
bright  light. 

• - stationed  nearasand  ■ 
called  the  Bull  Sand,  in 
the  river  Humber. 

as  above 

as  above  - 

as  above  - 

1842  - 526  18  2 

1843  - 502  w 9 

1844  - 497  18  10 

A light  - vessel, 
showing  a fixed 
red  light. 

- - stationed  nearasand 
called  the  Skitter  Sand, 
to  denote  the  Hebbles 
channel,  between  it  and 
the  Hebbles  Sand,  on 
the  north  side  of  the 
river  Humber,  ancl  cal- 
led the  Hebbles  Light- 
vessel. 

as  above 

as  above  - 

as  above  - 

1842  - 333  H 5 

1843  - 385  2 1 

1844  - 315  1 

Note.—' The  Revenue,  beyond  the  expenditure  shown  in  this  Return  on  account  of  the  above  Lights,  is  applicable  t 
and  wholly  expended  in  the  management  and  maintenance  of  the  buoyage  and  beaconage  of  the  river  Humber. 
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RATURE  OF  BUOYAGE  AND  BEACONAGE. 


On  British  vessels  passing  any  of  the  Buoys : 
under  20  Ions 

and  for  every  additional  10  „ add  - 
On  Foreign  vessels  passing  any  of  the  Buoys : 


Below  the  Buoy  of 
Cleaness. 


Abo  ve  the  Buoy  of 
Cle&ncss  to  the 
|Buoy  oftheBurcome. 

£.  s.  d. 

~ - 3 


Above  the  Buoy  of  1 
the  Burcome  to  1 
Grimsby  or  to 
White  booth. 


£.  s. 
- 1 


£.  s.  d. 

- 2 - 

- - 6 


under  65  tons  - 

of  65  and  under  135  „ 

„ 135  » 170  „ 

„ 170  „ 180  „ 

and  for  every  additional  1 0 „ add 


3 8 - 5 6 

48  - 7 - 

5 8 - 8 6 

6 8 - 10  - 

-4  - - 6 


- 7 


4 

4 

4 

4 

8 


- H 

- 17 


! ! 1 1 

Note. — Ibis  duty  is  payable  once  during  the  voyage,  coasting  or  oversea,  either  inwards  or  outwards. 

Amount  of  Buoyage  and  Beaconage  Collected. 

Number  of  Vessels  using  the  Port, 
and  an  aggregate  Number  of 
Tons  of  Shippiug  in  each  Year. 

Acts  of  Parliament  for  the  Charging  Dues  for 
the  Lights,  Buoys,  or  Beacons  of  the  Port. 

£.  S.  (1. 

1842  - - 2,845  17  10 

1843  - - 2,805  - 2 

3844  - - 3 >62  2 15  4 

Unknown. 

There  are  no  Acts  of  Parliament 
regulating  the  above  charges  at  this 
port. 

Trinity  House,  Hull,  19  July  1845. 

(signed)  TV.  T.  Beilby. 

LIVERPOOL. 


Amount  of  Dues  received  by  the  Liverpool  Dock  Company  for  Lighthouse  Dues. 


RECEIPTS. 

EXPENDITURE. 

SURPLUS 
OR  DIFFERENCE. 

»**35 

1836 

’837 

1838 

>839 

Total  - - - £. 

£.  s.  d. 

9.791  16  7 
10,784  19  9 
7.152  5 8 
6,638  2 9 
6,158  3 4 

£.  s.  d. 

6,474  13  8 

3,338  15  8 
2,570  - 2 
2,287  3 1 
47242  13  9 

£.  $.  d. 

3,317  2 11 

7,446  4 1 
4,582  5 6 
3,350  19  8 
i,9i5  9 7 

39.625  8 1 

18,913  6 4 

20,612  1 9 

1840  - 

1841  . 

1842  _ 

>*43 

i844  - 

Total  - - - £. 

6,937  6 11 
6,878  7 - 
6,899  18  4 
6,983  10  10 
7»357  2 8 

5,636  19  7 

2,802  - 11 
2,038  6 - 
2,190  10  4 
U973  15  - 

1,300  7 4 
4,076  6 1 
4,861  12  4 
4.793  - 6 

5.383  7 8 

35.056  5 9 

14,641  11  10 

20,414  13  11 

*844  Bidsion 

„ Crosby  ______ 

>7  Leasowe  ------ 

•)  Point  Lynas  - 

» 2 Hoy  lake  ------ 

» Rock  ------ 

245  6 7 
361  17  4 
202  1 4 

215  2 - 2 
300  17  TO 
588  9 9 

Total  - - £. 

i,973  16  - 

Dock-office,  Liverpool,-!  ,,  m..,  T 

13  August  1845.  / Ge°‘  Wuhers>  rreasDrer* 
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APPENDIX  TO  REPORT  FROM  THE 


Liverpool  Docks. — EXPENSES  of  Lighthouses  for  Three  Years,  1842,  1843  and  1844. 


EXPENSES  of  Bidston  Lighthouse  for  Three  Years,  j 

EXPENSES  of 

Hoylake  Lie 

htiiouse  for  Three  Yk.- 

— 

1842. 

1843. 

1844. 

— 

1842. 

1843. 

1844. 

£.  s.  d. 

£.  s. 

d. 

£.  s.  d. 

£.  s. 

d. 

£•  s.  d. 

£.  t.  -• 

73  10 

- 

73  10  - 

Wages  - 

- 

45  - 

- 

45  - - 

45  - - 

87  6 

1 1 2 

4 

4 13  11 

Taxes 

- 

4 3 

5 5 u 

Oil 

_ 

104  6 3 

188  1 

8 

103  12  7 

Coal 

9 - 

— 

9 - - 

9 - - 

. 

8 4 

- 

28  15  4 

Oil 

- 

41  8 

4 

Sfi  14  8 

42  71! 

- 

883 

96  17 

0 

249 

Stores 

- 

33  8 

5 

!5  19  3 

17  12  : 

Coal 

- 

46  ^ 

i 

32  10  - 

Repairs  - 

26  l 

1 

34  10  4 

42  4 - 

£. 

214  7 10 

424  3 

9 

245  6 7 

£. 

159  " 

11 

166  io  2 

160  19  15 

EXPENSES  of  Crosby  Lighthouse  lor  three  Years. 

Three  Years. 

— 

1842. 

1843. 

1844. 

— 

1842. 

1843. 

1844. 

£.  S.  d. 

£.  s. 

d. 

£.  5.  d. 

£.  s. 

d. 

£.  s.  d. 

£.  S. 

Wages  - 

- 

84  - - 

82  6 

8 

84  - - 

Wages  - 

- 

45  ~ 

- 

45  - - 

45  - - 

Rent  and  Taxes 

48  li  8 

5 11 

1 

24  17  8 

laxes 

- 

3 3 

7 

_ 

8 io 

G 

6 8 - 

Coal 

- 

3 - 

- 

Oil 

66  2 9 

97  8 

8 

98  12  10 

Oil 

- 

25  7 

6 

67  16  8 

6s  6 1: 

Stores 

- 

38  19  3 

36  17 

- 

63  12  G 

Stores  - 

- 

20  12 

7 

U 12  9 

15  5 1 

Repairs  - 

- 

322  7 8 

45  W 

3 

84  6 4 

Repairs  - 

- 

4 8 

10 

33  12  6 

8 ia  - 

£. 

568  10  7 

276  11 

2 

361  17  4 

£. 

101  12 

6 

165  16  5 

139  18  - 

EXPENSES  of  Leasowe  Lighthouse  for 

I'hree  Years. 

EXPENSES  of  Point  Lynas  Lighthouse  for  Three  Yer. 

— 

1842. 

1843. 

1844. 

■ — 

1842. 

1843. 

1844. 

£.  d. 

£.  s. 

d. 

£.  «.  d. 

£.  s. 

d. 

£.  s.  d. 

L «•  c. 

Wages  - 

- 

60  - - 

Go  - 

- 

60  - - 

Wages  - 

- 

73  10 

- 

73  10  “ 

Taxes  - 

- 

- 

- 16  4 

Taxes 

- 

7 ” 

G 

9 16  4 

Coal 

- 

12  - ~ 

12  - 

-. 

Coal 

- 

15  8 

10 

20  17  - 

Oil 

- 

105  6 2 

45  18 

10 

123  17  2 

Oil 

- 

in  5 

9 

231  5 " 

Stores 

- 

19  15  5 

18  14 

3 

Stores  - 

- 

14  18 

9 

14  19  - 

Repairs  - 

io  7 1 

107  14 

3 

38  4 8 

Repairs  - 

- 

4 H 

8 

£. 

208  G 5 

244  7 

4 

262  i 4 

£. 

227  9 

6 

357  5 8 

215  2 "■ 

-1 

EXPENSES  of  the  Rock  Lighthouse  for  Three  Years, 


1842. 

1843. 

1844. 

£.  s.  d. 

£.  s.  d. 

£.  s.  d. 

Wages  - 

260  3 u 

248  12  7 

250  - - 

Rent  - - - - - | 

6 - - 

x _ 

— ■ 

Coal  - - . . . ; 

10  10  - 

8 - - 

oil : 

165  - 7 

245  13  2 

274  *7  5 

Stores  ----- 

40  6n 

29  17  7 

55  12  4- 

Repairs  - - - _ _ 

76  1G  10  1 

25  3 6 

“ 

£. 

558  18  3 

555  15  10 

5B8  9 9 
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Liverpool  Docks— EXPENSES  of  Floatiko  Eight  Vessels  for  Three  Years,  1845,  1843  a„d  i844. 


EXPENSES  of  the  North-w 
sel  for  Th 

cst  Floating  Light  Ves- 
ee  Years. 

EXPENSES  of  the  Formby  Floating  Light  Vessel 
for  Three  Years. 

— 

1842. 

1843. 

1844. 

— 

1842. 

1843. 

1344. 

W3ges  - 
Coal 

Oil  - - 

Stores  - 
Repairs  - 
Boat-hire 

£. 

£.  s.  d. 
824  8 7 
17  4 8 
150  6 5 
224  3 8 
2,354  10  2 
83  4 - 

£.  s.  d. 

939  18  4 
13  6 11 
351  10  8 
185  7 - 
968  16  10 
148  14  - 

£.  s.  d. 
1,036  7 10 

n 16  2 
143  16  1 

204  16  8 
953  1 3 
179  ~ - 

Wages  - 
Coal  - 
Oil 

Stores  - 

Repairs 

Boat-hire 

£. 

£•  s.  d. 
784  9 7 
3 8 - 
50  16  - 
72  14  3 
197  3 7 
18  jo  - 

£■  s.  d. 
795  - 6 
10  1 1 4 
218  6 - 
65  10  3 
207  4 1 
59  5 - 

£.  s.  d. 
788  14  - 

11  14  3 

147  8 2 
66  9 8 
787  1 7 
38  - - 

3,662  17  6 

2,607  13  9 

2,528  18  - 

1,127  1 5 

i,355  17  2 

1,839  7 8 

EXPENSES  of  the  Crosby  Floating  Light  Vessel  for  Three  Years. 


1842. 

1843. 

1844. 

Wages  - 

Coal  ------ 

Oil 

Stores  - 

Repairs 

Boat-hire  ----- 
£. 

£.  s.  d. 
623  15  3 
9H9 
39  17  9 
46  5 8 
96  16  7 
5 - ~ 

£.  s.  d. 
628  3 4 
10  4 i 
75  17  ~ 
34  8 4 

208  6 2 
31  10  - 

£.  s.  d. 
668  1 7 

io  2 8 
57  12  8 
50  4 u 
689  - 1 

17  10  - 

821  10  - 

988  8 11 

1,492  11  it 

11  June  1845. 


RETURNS  relative  to  Lighthouses  and  Light  Ships  at  Liverpool. 


LIGHTHOUSES. 


Rock  Lighthouse  - 
t’oiat  Lynas  ditto  - 
Riston  - ditto  - 
Lcasowe  - ditto  - 
Crosby  - ditto  - 
U,e'  Ho, lake  dine 
"W®  "itto  ditto 


Number  of  Keepers,  and  their 
Salaries,  per  Annum. 

Number 

of 

Argaml  Limps 

Parabolic 

Reflectors. 

Charge 

of 

Maintenance. 

Annual  Consumption 
01 

Taxes. 

Oil. 

Wicks. 

Yearly. 

Assessment. 

£.  s.  d. 

£.  s.  rf. 

Gall. 

£.  s.  d. 

3 keepers,  i at 

250  - - 

24 

5<>7  14  7 

2,276 

— 

90/.,2at8oL 

i keeper 

73  10  - 

13 

2G6  12  5 

579 

1,433 

3 2 2 

- 

1 ditto  - 

73  10  - 

11 

229  17  2 i 

. 532 

1,287 

9 7 5 

25  - - 

1 ditto  - 

60  - - 

8 

238  5 - 

388 

5H 

- 15  2 

5 “ - 

1 ditto  - 

84  - - : 

7 

319  4 3 

280 

499 

5 18  8 

413  - 

1 ditto  - 

45  - - 

3 

135  15  8 

228 

403 

1 4 - 

18  - - 

1 ditto  - 

45  - - 

2 

16c  3 8 

188 

354 

4 5 2 

27  - - 
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APPENDIX  TO  REPORT  FROM  THE 


LIGHT  SHIPS,  1844. 


LIGHT  SHIPS. 

Number 

of 

Annual  Consumption 
of 

Amount 

for 

Wages 

Stores, 

Lamps  and 
Reflectors.  ■ 

Oil. 

Wicks.  1 

Oil  and  Wick. 

North  West  - 

24 

Gall 

868 

l 1.336 

£.  S.  d. 

263  17  7 

£,  s.  d. 
919  7 10 

£.  s.  i 
343  9 1 

Formby  ...  - 

SI 

170  11  5 

718  14  - 

240  4 5 

Crosby  - 

ss 

72  - - 

603  1 7 

148  17  7 

New  Moorings 
in  Store. 

Steam  Hire. 

Duplicate 
Light  Ships. 

Charges  of 
1 Maintenance  of 
Light  Ships 
and  Duplicates. 

Annual  Cost 
of  the 

, Riding  Vessels. 

CREWS. 

LIGHT  SHIPS. 

£.  s.  d. 

£.  s.  d. 

£.  s.  d. 

t.  s.  i. 

£.  s.  d. 

712  18  6 

172  5 - 

117  - - 

2,528  18  - 

1,526  14  6 

2 masters  and  1 1 men 

North  West. 

596  2 10 

43  15  - 

70  - - 

1,839  7 8 

1,129  9 10 

2 — 8 — 

Formby. 

586  2 9 

17  10  - 

65  - - 

1,492  11  11 

823  19  2 

2 — - 6 — 

Crosby. 

Fikst  Cost  of  “ Prince,"  North  West  Light  Ship,  constructed  of  Iron,  200  Tons  New  Measurement. 

£. 


Hull,  including  oil  and  water  tanks,  hawse-pipes,  masts,  lantern  houses,  wire-rigging,  sails,  winches, 
blocks,  bell,  iron  ballast,  spare  anchors  and  cables,  paint  and  painting  - 

Lanterns,  lamps,  reflectors,  &c,  and  ball  for  mast-head  - " 


i. 

4,810  10  3 


6,no  io  5 


First  Cost  of  the 

Hull,  including  items  as  above  - 
Lanterns,  lamps,  &c.  ditto,  ditto 


Queen,"  Formby  Light  Ship,  81  Tons  New  Measurement. 


£.  s.  d. 

2,709  14  8 

- 

j 96o  18 10 

£. 

I 3.670  13  6 

Rate  of  Lighthouse  and  Floating  Light  Dues. 


FLOATING 

LIGHTS. 

d. 

rZ. 

Class  1 - 

- 4 per  ton. 

-j  „ 

-i  .. 

- ft  per  Ion* 

..  3 - 

- 

-4  » 

4 - 

- 

I „ 

-4  » 

..  5 - 

■ - 

1 » 

- h ■ „ 

„ 6 - 

' 

l „ 

Dock-office,  Liverpool, 
15  August  1845. 


Geo.  Withers,  Treasurer. 
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List  of  Liverpool  Lightships,  Lighthouses,  and  Stations,  and  the  Number  oi 
Burners,  &c. 


Lightships: 
North-West  Lightship 
Formby  - - ditto 
Crosby  - - ditto 

Lighthouses  : 

Bock  - 

Point  Lynas 
Bidston 
Crosby  - 

Leasowe  - 
Upper  Hoy  lake  - 
Lower  ditto 

11  August  1845, 
Dock  Office,  Liverpool. 


NUMBER  OF 
BURNERS. 

FIXED 

OR  OTHERWISE. 

24 

Fixed. 

- 

16 

ditto. 

- i 

8 

ditto. 

- 

24 

Revolving. 

~ 

13 

Flashing. 

- 

1 1 

Fixed. 

- 

ditto. 

- 

8 

ditto. 

- 

2 

ditto. 

3 

ditto. 

(signed)  fVm.  Lord,  Lieut,  r.n. 


Captain  Deniiam  s Narrative  of  the  Casualties  and  Proceedings  at  Liverpool  in  his 
Department  of  Marine  Surveyor,  between  the  morning  of  the  disastrous  7th  of  January 
1839,  and  14th  of  the  same  Month.  y 

[Referred  to  in  the  Evidence  of  W.  Lord,  Esq.  r.n.  Q.  4279,  of  the  12  th  of  June.] 

At  daybreak  of  the  7th  instant,  the  first  effects  of  the  tempest  discoverable  in  my  depart- 
ment was  the  Cutter-buoy  tender’s  loss  of  rudder  and  damaged  sternpost  and  counter  in  the 
Brunswick  Basin,  the  gates  of  which  could  not  be  closed,  owing  to  a flat  having  let  go  her 
anchor  outside  the  gate-sill,  running  her  cable  over  the  sill,  and  sinking  under  the  stern  of 
the  cutter,  the  latter  not  having  room  to  haul  ahead,  and  the  sea  breaching  throughout  the 
basin,  destruction  to  her  seemed  inevitable,  before  the  tide,  backed  up  by  the  sale,  could 
retire.  I could  not  do  more  than  leave  her  in  charge  of  her  master  and  his  crew  of’  two  men. 
More  important  apprehensions  for  the  safety  of  the  light-vessels,  and  necessities  of  ship 
wreck,  called  me  to  more  central  means  and  information ; but  finding  the  Bidston  Telegraph 
gone,  I proceeded  to  the  roof  of  the  Custom-house,  apprising  my  anxious  assistant.  Lieutenant 
lord,  of  my  movements,  and  from  thence  measured  pretty  well  the  devastation  going  on  and 
to  be  anticipated . 

Mr.  Henderson,  master  of  Formby  duplicate  vessel,  was  dispatched  to  Crosby,  in  coach, 
to  trace  the  existence  or  not  of  the  Formby  light-vessel.  The  iightkeeper  of  Formby  Light- 
roase  "ad  Previously  $one  back  t0  Formby  for  the  earliest  decided  news,  assuring  us  that 
it  that  vessel  was  missing  he  would  return  by  two  o’clock.  I had  been  to  the  pierhead  to 
see  if  any  chance  lumber  of  others  had,  as  usual,  encumbered  our  unprotected  spare 
moorings.  Saw  all  clear,  and  instructed  Mr.  Herbert,  of  the  North-west  duplicate  light- 
ship, also  the  yeoman  of  buoys,  which  were  to  be  taken  first  if  wanted.  Found,  on  mus- 
termg  our  hands,  that  the  five  lightship  men  (on  shore  for  the  month)  for  such  service  were 
reduced  to  two  ; one  on  duty  at  Formby  Lighthouse,  one  on  duty  at  the  Rock  Lighthouse, 
and  one  as  messenger  at  the  office.  It  was  now  half-past  ten.  1 took  upon  myself  to  hire 
12 1 suca  men  as  the  masters  of  light-vessels  could  procure.  Six  I placed  under  charge  for 
each  duplicate,  in  case  of  being  wanted,  under  charge  of  the  two  masters,  aiding  each  party 
with  one  of  the  only  two  organized  men  at  command.  I satisfied  myself  that  both  dupli- 
ates  were  ready  with  moorings  on  their  decks,  besides  the  moorings  at  No.  1 Pierhead, 
h ^ if  mas*’er  senf  to  Crosby  returned  at  11.  30 : he  could  not  trace  the  Formby  vessel.  1 
a been  at  the  Steam  Tug  Office  before  any  other  party  could  have  engaged  their  best 
j- a s‘  * stated  to  Mr.  Ashley  and  Mr.  Clark  (the  former  was  introduced  to  me  as  a 
• ,c ®T)  taa.t*  iQ  anticipation  of  the  necessities  of  my  department,  I wished  to  engage 
w ™y  their  two  best  steamers,  at  any  charge;  so  they  were  placed  at  my  command.  It 
lion  they  were  not  engaged;  but  as  their  manager  would  be  absent  for  half  an 

f ,r’  aey  c^uld  not  decide  i at  all  events,  they  saw  the  propriety  of  having  indemnification 
how°SS.°r  aainaSc‘  ^ said  W0UId  sign  any  document  to  that  effect.  It  was  necessary, 
jn,eve,r’  J10  awa't  the  drawing  it  up,  under  the  opinion  of  the  manager,  Mr.  Arthur.  In  the 
to  1 1 + i,Posted  persons  to  offer  any  price  to  a steamer  that  would  take  me  across,  so  as 
if  any  t0  ^'dston  t0  asC01'tam  how  the  lightship  was  getting  on,  and  the  nature  of  the  wrecks, 

anv  °°k*d  into  my  office,  and  Lieut.  Lord  having  explained  my  intentions  of  closing  with 
Liei  f j m®rs>  and  upon  any  terms,  to  the  chairman  of  the  Dock  Committee,  Mr.  Leathom, 
n of!™  WflS  d'rected  to  caution  me  against  such  a step. 

4 m 2 I set 
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I set  off  to  the  pierhead  again,  on  my  way  to  the  Tug  Office,  and  perceived  the  North- 
west lightship  coming  round  the  rock,  with  a signal  up,  denoting  her  having  parted  her 
moorings.  I hastened  back  to  my  office,  and  wrote  a despatch  to  the  chairman,  and  ordered 
couies  to  the  deputy-chairman  and  secretary  ot  the  Dock  Committee.  I then  presented 
myself  aa-ain,  with  the  master  of  the  duplicate  vessel,  Mr.  Henderson,  at  the  Tug  Office, 
where  a letter  from  the  manager  was  ready,  stating  that  I could  only  have  the  services  of  a 
steamer  provided  the  dock  trustees  signed  a guarantee  to  the  amount  of  10,000  12  guineas 

a tide  whilst  waiting  in  the  river,  ana  100  guineas  if  requived  to  go  outside.  I here  found 
myself  not  admitted  as  the  contracting  party,  and  felt  the  force  of  a verbal  interdiction  within 
that  hour.  I had  stated  the  lightship  was  adrift.  The  St.  George  Company  had  not  a 
vessel  at  any  terms.  I turned  towards  the  Dublin  Company  s Office,  and  such  was  the 
appeal  to  Mr  Perry,  their  agent,  that,  after  stating  not  one  of  their  vessels,  for  any  consi- 
deration. could  proceed  from  dock  on  their  Dublin  voyage  or  for  special  service,  he  recol- 
lected that  the  Sliamvock  steamer  was  somewhere  alloat  ; it  was  reported  aground  on 
Element  Bank,  and  that  if  I could  get  to  communicate  with  her  commander,  Mr.  Denny 
was  to  place  himself  at  my  service,  leaving  the  settling  of  the  matter  to  subsequent  arrange- 
ment I then  felt  I had  a chance  of  doing  something ; but  how  to  get  to  Egremont  was  a 
question  1 had  just  stepped  into  a Monks  ferry  boat,  to  post  round  by  land,  when  it  was 
reported  that  the 'Shamrock  steamer  had  floated  off,  but  where  bound  was  uncertain.  I 
dispatched  one  lightship  master,  Mr.  Herbert,  to  intercept  her  in  the  bloyne,  and  to  offer 
any  price  for  a river  boat  to  communicate  with  the  lightship  in  the  river;  for,  though  I 
understood  her  by  signal  to  be  ready  for  sea  again,  it  was  desirable  to  be  certain,  as  a 
guidance  for  undocking  the  duplicate  ship  or  not ; a recourse  to  be  avoided,  inasmuch  as  her 
lanterns  are  so  inferior,  and  lier  being  tied  to  tidal  hour,  and  impossibility  of  undocking.  I 
also  dispatched  Mr.  Henderson  in  the  other  direction  to  intercept  the  steamer,  and,  for- 
tunately, he  boarded  her  in  the  Prince’s  Half-tide  Basin,  where  she  had  run  without  anchors, 
and  found  Mr.  Denny,  her  master,  had  not  made  an  engagement,  She  was  not  m a condi- 
tion to  proceed  that  tide,  it  being  one  hour  ebb,  and  had  sought  taking  the  ground  there  for 
safety  and  supplies;  but  arrangements  were  made  for  transporting  the  moorings ; halt  from 
the  duplicate  vessel  in  the  Trafalgar  Dock,  and  half  from  the  Canning  Dock,  so  as  to  start 
when  she  should  float  on  the  morning’s  tide.  And  in  case  the  Forrnby  duplicate  vessel 
should  be  wanted,  1 secured  the  ready  co-operation  of  Mr.  lYFBnde,  master  of  the  Clarence 
Dock,  and  Mr.  Rea,  of  the  Waterloo  Dock,  for  passing  that  vessel  through  the  locks,  it 
being  impossible,  the  former  assured  me,  for  any  vessel  to  pass  out  at  the  river  faced  gates. 
Thus  were  matters  at  5 p.m.  on  Monday.  I should  mention,  that  whilst  with  Mr.  M‘ Bride, 
at  three,  I saw,  with  intense  anxiety,  the  Magazine  life-boat  trying  to  get  round  the  Reck 
Lighthouse,  but  drifting  bodily  to  the  N.E.  1 should  also  mention,  that  at  the  tune  1 first 
discovered  the  North-west  lightship  coming  up  under  her  staysails,  the  telegraph  Office  sent 
me  notice  to  that  effect.  I had  then  to  tvace  decided  information  about  the  Formby  vessel; 
and  it  was  a mitigation  of  unspeakable  anxiety  under  our  utter  helplessness  ot  position,  to 
discern  her  light  at  8.  30.  p.m.  from  Kirkdale.  That  fact,  and  all  particulars  up  to  the 
period,  were  communicated  in  succession  to  the  chairman,  who  expresses  himself  satisnea 
every  possible  arrangement  had  been  made.  We  looked  towards  the  morning  tide  with 
impatience,  but  it  brought  such  weather  as  to  determine  the  commander  ot  the  Shamrock 
to  give  up  the  hope  of  proceeding;  thus  she  was  grounded  again  at  7 a.m.  011  luesday,  wit 
the3 intention  of  proceeding  alongside  the  ship  in  the  river  011  her  floating  at  2 p.m.  Or  this 
I apprised  the  chairman,  who  said  I could  not  do  better  than  depend  011  the  vessel  that  a 

been  so  placed  for  the  object  of  the  earliest  restoration  of  the  lightship. 

By  the  first  river  steamer  this  morning,  Mr.  Herbert  was  conveyed  to  within  hail  ot  the 
lightship  in  the  river  for  25  s.  They  replied  that  she  was  ready  in  all  respects  to  go  ou 
again,  and  had  a letter  ready.  That  letter  was  procured  at  11  a.  m.,  which  I immediately 
handed  to  the  chairman,  Mr.  Leathom.  It  stated,  “That  at  7 a.  m.,  on  the  previous  a-y» 
she  parted  her  south-west  cable,  and  at  11  a.  m.,  the  north-east  cable ; that  she  paid  0 , 
but  refused  to  wear  round  until  they  slipped  the  bridles  and  remains  ot  the  cables;  tna 
sea  made  clear  breaches  over  her,  and  that,  from  the  nature  of  sea  and  weather,  letting  go 
their  spare  anchor  would  be  useless.”  I found,  011  inquiry,  that  she  had  only  just.  cleared  e 
North  Spit  Buoy,  upon  a course  of  S.S.W.,  and  could  not  spare  time  or  hands  for  placing  a 
slip  buoy  ou  the  bridles,  it  requiring  two  men  out  of  his  five  to  attend  the  helm.  And  a 
she  refused  a long  time  to  wear  after  the  bridles  were  slipped,  owing  to  their  boat  being  0 
an  unmanageable  size  on  their  quarter.  It  may  be  well  to  state  here  that  this^  vessel 
moored  upon  proportions  decided  by  committee,  on  October  9th,  1835,  viz.:  Iwo  anc  0 
of  22  cwt.  each,  with  55  fathoms  of  1 g stud-link  chain  from  each  anchor,  and  26  ta  10 
of  stud-link  chain  from  each  bow,  making  81  fathoms  of  cable  upon  each  anchor;  0 ^ 
united  outside  the  hawse  to  a three-inch  iron  swivel,  and  connected  with  the  bitts  y w 
seven-fathom  bridles  of  1 £ stud-link  chain.  That  these  moorings  were  renewed  in  Uc  0 
1837  : were  underrun  in  March  1838,*  and  also  in  November  last,  when  the  bow  sliac 

’ Mftoazine 


* This  mode  of  mooring  N.E.  and  S.  W.  instead  of  S.  E.  and  N.  W.  was  adopted  after  cons  0 
the  committee  in  October  1835  ; first,  because  she  had  once  parted  as  formerly  moored,  and  see°  ;> 
to  leave  the  other  moorings  free  ot  overlay,  since  which  till  the  7th  instant  she  never  broke  ^ 
The  whole  of  lightship  arrangements  were  likewise  confirmed,  after  minute  explanation,  by  t 
committee  appointed  by  new  general  committee  to  inspect  Marine  Surveyor’s  departroe  tj 
January  1837. 
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-were  renewed.  To  return  to  the  narrative ; whilst  waiting  for  the  steamer  to  float  on  the 
forenoon  of  the  Tuesday  (8th),  the  Formby  vessel  was  distinctly  traced  at  her  station,  with 
her  flag  up.  My  undivided  attention  was  then  given  to  the  North-west  Ship,  whilst  Lieu- 
tenant Lord  attended  to  the  reports  and  appeals  for  information  and  assistance,  whether 
from  lighthouses,  the  prostration  of  landmarks,  and  casting  ashore  of  buoys,  preparing 
duplicates,  or  of  the  life-boats.  I gave  Mr.  Ashley,  of  the  Tug  Steam  Company,  an  order 
at  11  a.m.  for  the  life-boat’s  crew  of  Magazines  and  Hoylake  to  place  themselves  under 
the  command  of  the  tug  steam-boats,  on  application,  and  informed  them  that  the  Magazine 
boat  had  just  got  out  to  the  ship  Brighton,  on  Burbo ; of  this  I also  informed  the  chairman, 
Mr.  Leatnom,  and  placed  myself  on  board  the  Shamrock  steamer,  where  our  spare  moor- 
ings and  twelve  hired  men,  with  the  master  of  duplicate  lightship,  were  embarked.  Just, 
however,  before  floating,  (1.  30.  p.  m.)  my  promiscuously  collected  crew  said  they  were  not 
prepared  for  that  night — no  grub  ! I saw  the  drift,  and  preferred  sending  for  provisions  to 
letting  them  go ; accordingly  the  lightship  master  returned  before  we  floated  with  a suffi- 
cient supply  of  bread,  beet;  potatoes,  and  grog  for  two  days.  At  2 t*.  m.  we  floated  and 
fairly  started.  Heavy  squalls,  with  snow  and  hail,  pressed  us  so  hard  from  the  northward, 
that  before  we  could  weigh  the  lightship  anchor,  and  transfer  to  her  decks  one  of  the  moor- 
ings, night  and  weather  deterred  the  commander  of  the  steamer  from  proceeding  even  to  the 
Magazine  roadstead,  deeming  it  extremely  fortunate  that  we  had  not  been  tempted  round 
the  rock  during  the  half-hour’s  lull  which  had  taken  place  about  four  o’clock.  He  was  most 
anxious  to  fulfil  the  great  object  of  the  post  in  liana,  and  participated  in  all  my  fevered 
arguments.  His  paramount  responsibility  was,  however,  preservation  of  his  owners’  un- 
guaranteed property  ; mine  the  pressing  exigency  of  the  port,  the  key  of  which  was  in  my 
hand,  without  command,  without  means  of  turning  it,  but  hampered" with  that  annihilation 
to  energy  and  enterprize, — caution  ! 

That  was  certainly  the  darkest  night  of  nay  professional  existence,  and  how  humiliating 
none  but  a sailor  can  understand.  “ Look,  sir,”  said  the  commander  of  the  steamer,  “look 
at  the  crew  your  vessel’s  movements  depend  upon ; one  would  think  they  were  working 
by  the  tide.”  Alas!  it  was  so  ! The  jaded  lightship’s  crew  were  all  I had  as  organized 
men ; and  knowing  that  their  recent  petition  for  adequate  subsistence  money  had  been 
rudely  rejected,  without  the  satisfaction  of  an  explanation,  I had  but  little  to  expect  from 
them.  Indeed  the  lightship  master  whispered  to  me  that  he  understood  that  they  had  had 
enough  of  it.  I cheered  the  party  on ; I gave  them  grog ; I reproached  them ; and  it  was 
only  when  the  steamer’s  captain  heard  my  threats  of  discharging  the  most  worthless  of  the 
hired  men  met  by  a voice  or  two,  “ Why  then,  land  us;  who  the  hell  wanted  to  come !” 
that  he  saw  my  absolute  destitution  of  means,  and  I believe  felt  ashamed  of  having  been 
hampered  by  us  at  all.  He  kindly,  however,  acceded  to  my  proposition  of  letting  the  light- 
ship remain  lashed  alongside,  while  his  anchor  would  hold  on  in  the  Sloyne,  to  save  the 
tedious  process  of  weighing  her  anchor  without  capstan  or  windlass,  but  by  tackle,  with 
such  a crew.  At  11  p.  m.,  however,  before  the  new  bridles  could  be  well  rove,  the  fresh 
gale  and  sea  no  longer  permitted  the  vessels  to  lie  alongside.  The  lightship  was  cut  off, 
and  had  to  ride  it  out  at  her  own  anchor.  She  had  no  boat;  the  provisions  were  on  board 
the  steamer,  whose  boat  could  not  be  trusted  away  with  a chance  of  getting  back.  Three 
a.  m.  came,  the  hour  we  proposed  for  weighing  again  ; but  the  weather  was  such  as  to 
decide  Mr.  Denny  not  to  think  of  it  that  ebb.  Daylight  came ; and  then,  towards  low- 
water,  a communication  was  afforded;  the  men  were  recruited  with  grog  and  bread  and 
cheese.  Both  vessels  purchased  their  anchors;  and  at  12  the  final  move  against  a young 
flood  was  made.  We  proceeded  slowly;  and  in  passing  the  docks,  Lieutenant  Lord  came 
off  to  learn  what  detained  us,  and  whether  we  required  any  further  assistance.  I referred 
him  to  Mr.  Denny,  who,  with  all  the  confidence  of  one  acting  discreetly,  and  all  the  inde- 
pendence of  his  actual  position,  and  justified  by  the  negative  representative  I,  was  (iu  power) 
of  local  authority,  replied, ‘'Sir,  you  may  tell  those  who  sent  you,  that,  so  far  from  account- 
ing for  delay,  I am  by  no  means  certain  I’ll  go  round  the  rock  with  the  lightship  this  after- 
noon.” But  the  weather  favoured  us  ; and  as  the  piloting  across  instead  of  round  the  sands 
was  confided  to  me,  we  saved  distance  and  time,  and  arrived  at  the  lightship’s  station  by 
5.  30.  p.  m.  The  other  lights  fortunately  were  distinct,  so  by  sextant  angles  I was  enabled 
to  take  up  her  precise  site  ; and  before  the  outward-bound  steamers  had  passed,  her  lights 
were  exhibited.  Still  she  could  be  but  half-moored,  for  the  result  of  one  of  our  morning 
concussions  with  the  steamer  was,  the  breaking  one  of  the  mooring  anchors.  I left  six: 
extra  men  on  board  the  lightship,  and  proceeded  into  port  round  by  the  New  Channel,  and 
had  the  satisfaction  of  finding  the  Formby  vessel  all  well,  except  the  apprehension  of  having 
brought  home  her  N.  W.  anchor.  On  arrival  l reported  proceedings,  and  intentions  of  going 
out  next  morning  to  the  chairman.  After  1 had  left  in  the  Shamrock  steamer,  yesterday, 
the  Waterford  Company  offered  the  William  Penn  for  500  guineas  the  job,  and  12,000 1. 
guarantee.  Lieutenant  Lord  instantly  took  this  to  the  chairman,  Mr.  Leathum,  who  said  it 
was  sufficient  that  I had  started  with  the  Shamrock.  Accordingly,  the  next  morning  Mr. 
Denny  took  me  with  a second  anchor  in  the  Shamrock,  so  as  to  examine  all  the  buoys  in 
the  Crosby  and  New  Channels,  which  proved  all  safe  except  one.  We  then  discovered  the 
Dell  Beacon  heaving  in  the  swell,  with  her  bends  split  and  capsized.  Got  alongside  the 
N.W.  Lightship,  passed  the  end  of  her  second  cable  to  the  mooring  swivel,  and  ran  the 
anchor  out.  so  as  to  finally  secure  her  again,  the  previous  night  angles  proving  correct.  On 
°ur  way  into  port,  converted  one  of  the  Shamrock’s  six-inch  hawsers  into  par-buckles,  and 
tried  to  turn  the  Bell  Beacon  up.  On  coming  into  port,  reported  proceedings  to  the  chair- 
man, who  congratulated  the  success  in  replacing  the  lightship  after  all  the  excitement  on 
shore.  I then  prevailed  on  the  captain  of  the  steamer  to  be  ready  for  the  next  morning 
•0-36.  4 m 3 (Friday 
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(Friday  the  11th  instant)  for  placing  a duplicate  Bell  Beacon  off  the  entrance  of  the  New 
Channel,  and  restoring  the  North-west  buoy  of  that  Channel.  Accordingly,  at  daybreak 
she  undocked,  and  we  all  embarked,  except  three  out  of  the  six  hired  men  retained  last 
night,  who  deserted  us ; but  on  Captain  Denny  arriving,  lie  said  he  had  gone  too  far  with 
me;  that  the  lightship  was  replaced,  and  was  not  justified  in  doing  more,  and  that  other 
engagements  ha'd  been  made  by  the  proprietors.  He  would,  however,  proceed,  but  would 
not  undertake  to  bring  us  back.  1 said  I would  willingly  go  where  he  liked,  even  to  Ireland, 
if  he  would  enable  me  to  restore  the  Beacon,  already  astern,  and  buoys  on  board ; whereupon 
he  did  take  us.  And  as  we  found  on  our  way  that  the  Formby  light-vessel’s  north-western 
moorings  required  lifting,  he  promised  to  return  in  from  the  Bell  Beacon,  and  enable  me  to 
accomplish  that.  I11  the  meantime  the  Formby  life-boat  was  got  off,  and  helped  to  weigh 
the  moorings,  so  that  after  satisfactorily  laying  the  Beacon,  and  completing  the  buoyage  of 
the  New  Channel,  we  backed  the  Formby  vessel  into  her  line,  and  carried  her  anchor  to  its 
right  position,  thus  leaving  that  vessel  also  secured  upon  her  site,  just  as  the  night  was  driving 
all  outward-bounders  back. 

It  was  in  vain  that  I requested  to  be  conveyed  on  the  next  day  with  the  four  buoys,  ready 
to  complete  that  part  of  the  navigation  which  I knew  was  imperfect.  I was  politely 
requested  to  clear  the  steamer  of  our  duties  and  geer  that  night,  which  I did;  and  shall 
always  feel  obliged  for  bis  constrained  participation  in  my  harassing  position,  an  a patience 
and  civility  which  made  me  feel  as  little  as  possible  a subservient  one,  when,  of  al 
other  times,  I ought  to  have  commanded.  I do  not  for  ail  instant  assert  that  more  could 
have  been  done  under  the  circumstances ; but  under  other  circumstances,  such  as  having 
the  sole  charge  of  a public  steamer,  prepared  with  duplicate  moorings  in  her  hold,  and 
moored  off  Wallasey  Pool,  i.  e.  within  signal,  it  would  have  been  my  bounden  duty  and 
glory  (with  all  the  precious  ties  of  life  before  us)  to  have  given  a community  the  satisfaction 
at  least  of  tracing  our  remains  of  vessels  and  men  upon  the  intervening  sands,  in  evidence 
oftheeffoi’t  to  restore  the  finger-post  of  the  port,  with  all  the  devotion  of  a forlorn  hope: 
a person  in  my  ostensible  position  should  not  have  to  make  his  bargain  in  the  hour  of  need, 
nor  have  any  difficulties  or  impediments  to  contend  with  but  such  as  the  elements  present; 
and  in  the  efforts  to  overcome  those,  the  only  account  to  render  of  failure  should  be  that  of 
a seaman,  and  not  the  calculation  of  chances  and  consequences  upon  the  proprietorship  of 
the  vessel  under  his  foot ; whilst  the  men  should  be  of  an  organized  state,  however  feiv, 
better  paid  than  others,  and  doing  the  port’s  service  with  pride,  and  the  consciousness  of 
permanency  depending  on  their  conduct,  and  not  upon  when  a better  berth  appears  to  them 
elsewhere ; with  something  at  stake  too  ; not  as  half  of  my  long-shore  fellows  did  on  the 
night  before  I now  allude  to,  sent  word  in  the  morning  they  had  a better  chance ! 

On  my  return  this  evening,  l sent  to  inquire  after  u steamer  for  carrying  through  the  duty 
in  hand  ; the  least  offer  was  40  guineas  per  tide,  and  not  then  if  they  could  go  on  other 
business:  I submitted  this  day’s  progress  and  the  terms  to  Mr.  Leathom.  On  Saturday 
morning  I was  in  the  absurd  position  of  not  being  able  to  got  afloat  at  all.  I,  on  whom  the 
navigation  is  supposed  to  depend,  my  duties  were  avowed  as  those  of  danger,  &c.  I turned 
my  attention  to  shore  duties ; forwarded  the  life-boat  I was  constructing ; and  found  at  the 
office  that-  the  chairman  had  suggested  to  Lieutenant  Lord  that  as  the  Pilot  Committee  had 
as  much  concern  in  the  prompt  buoyage  as  the  Dock  Committee,  I bad  better  apply  for  one 
of  the  pilot  boats.  I was  about  to  apply  in  the  name  of  the  chairman,  when  the  secretary, 
Mr.  Rowlands,  of  the  Pilot  Committee,  and  Mr.  Hudson,  master  pilot  of  No.  2,  came, at  the 
desire  of  their  chairman,  Mr.  Robert  Benn,  to  ask  vvhat  1 should  require  of  a pilot  boat  if 
placed  under  my  directions.  I enumerated  the  duties  on  hand,  when  the  question  of  indem- 
nification for  damage  or  loss  was  mooted.  I replied,  that  if  a gentleman,  clothed  with  the 
double  authority  of  chairman  of  the  Pilot  Committee,  and  deputy-chairman  of  the  Dock  Trust 
Committee,  was  not  competent  to  place  a boat  under  my  orders  free  of  stipulations,  l could 
not  make  conditions.  1 then  gave  a list  of  the  duties,  and  said  that  if  any  part  could  be 
undertaken,  I should  expect  the  vessel  at  high  water  to-morrow,  Sunday.  They  proceeded  io 
consult  Mr.  Benn.  1 received  no  furthev  communication,  and  therefore  accepted  from  the 
Tug  Company  the  Hero  steamer,  with  one  engine  broke  down,  for  15  /.  the  day,  to  proceed 
on  Monday,  and  restore  any  buoys  that  she  could,  and  above  all,  bring  on  shore  the  light- 
ship’s master  and  crew  for  examination  respecting  coming  into  port  on  the  7th  instant.  On 
the  1 4th  they  were  brought  in  after  much  difficulty  in  boarding ; the  principal  buoy  was  laid, 
and  the  only  one  missing  between  the  rock  and  the  lightship  was  ascertained.  The  lender 
had  in  the  meantime  been  placed  under  the  yeoman  of  buoys  and  two  of  her  crew,  for 
passing  on  to  the  graving  dock;  and  the  notice  of  rewards  for  the  recovery  of  the  late  moor- 
ings of  lightship  were  issued  according  to  my  suggestion  to  the  sub-coimnittee  on 
Saturday. 

As  Mr.  William  Dixon  (member  of  the  Dock  Committee)  happened  to  be  present  when  the 

?rompt  and  unreserved  services  of  the  Shamrock  steamer  were  afforded  011  the  7th  instant, 
need  barely  suggest  that  the  same  be  acknowledged  in  the  way  most  gratifying  to  the 
City  of  Dublin  Steam  Company  and  their  agent,  Mr.  Perry,  with  a gratuity  to  the  crew  for 
the  fatigues  they  underwent. 

To  the  Dock  Committee.  II  M.  Dsnham. 

I enumerate  in  this  place  a list  of  casualties  in  my  department,  accruing  from  the  gale 
the  7th  instant,  distinguishing  those  provided  for  up  to  this  date. 

North-west  lightship  broke  adrift — replaced. 

Bell  Beacou  stove  and  capsized — superseded.  „ . 
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Tender  lost  rudder,  See. 

Formby  light-vessel  dragged  one  anchor— replaced. 

Hilbre  inner  beacon  blown  down— provided  for  temporarily  by  Mr.  Hartley 

If orlh-west  mark  at  Formby — ditto. 

Beach  mark  at  Formby  lost  its  top. 

Life-boat  house  at  Formby  lost  its  roof— in  hand  by  Mr.  Hartley. 

Buoys. 

N 1,  black,  broke  adrift — replaced. 

H 3,  red,  broke  adrift — replaced. 

HE  1,  black — adrift. 

F 3,  red,  and  H ],  black  and  white — adrift. 

Lighthouses. 

Point  Lynas,  slates  and  glass— repairing. 

Upper  Hoylake,  chimney — repairing. 

Lower  Hoylake,  slates  and  lead — repairing. 

Bidston,  chimneys  and  glass— repairing  by  Mr.  Hartley. 

Formby  blinkers — repairing. 

In  the  foregoing,  gentlemen,  I have  endeavoured  to  connect  the  actual  and  most  certainly 
harassing  and  humiliating  details  of  a momentous  week,  in  my  four  years’  positive  con- 
nexion with  the  port,  and  sixth  year  altogether.  The  previous  two  months  had  been  morti- 
fying enough,  kicking  about  in  chance  steamers,  one  of  which  sunk  under  our  feet  on  the 
spot,  endeavouring  and  succeeding  beyond  my  own  anticipation  in  dredging  down  a channel 
at  the  only  spot  which  can  save  the  port  of  Liverpool  from  being  pronounced  a bar  harbour 
at  half  tide  next  June.  The  weekly  applications  to  be  allowed  to  proceed  in  this  rigorous 
season  were  as  replete  with  cold  receptions  and  reasonings  as  they  ought  to  have  been  with 
cheering-on.  Moreover,  the  weekly  contracts  have  been  rejected  in  toto  by  steam  proprie- 
tors. My  arguments  and  statements  of  the  comparative  expenses  of  the  inefficient  cutter 
and  hired  steamer  are  recorded,  and  by  the  as  frequent  rejection  of  every  explanation  and 
suggestion  of  the  dock  surveyor  and  myself  as  to  the  desirableness  and  essentiality  of  a 
steamer  being  provided  by  the  Dock  Trust.  An  effort  to  preserve  the  port’s  better  capacity 
of  approach  has  been  flung  into  delay  and  miserable  interruption,  and  the  vital  exigencies 
of  the  port  have  been  this  awful  week  the  sport  of  chance  and  official  helplessness.  Those 
gentlemen  of'  the  present  Dock  Committee  who  have  as  pertinaciously  opposed  this  steam 
auxiliary  to  the  port’s  demand,  and  every  suggestion  that  could  stimulate  the  crews  I direct 
as  oppositely  as  they  were  foremost  in  proposing  the  office  I have  formed,  must  have  anti- 
cipated, or  will  not  be  surprised  at  the  alternative  I am  driven  to.  It  is,  therefore,  to  those 
gentlemen  of  the  committee  who  I have  reason  to  believe  will  be  as  surprised  as  the  circle 
of  acquaintance  in  a respected  community  and  heartily  extended  solicitude,  would  exclaim 
were  I longer  to  bear  with  such  compromising,  enervating,  and  discouraging  state  of  things. 
In  a word,  then,  if  the  local  revenue  of  the  port  cannot  afford,  better  means,  I,  or  any  person 
°f  my  pretensions,  would  be  robbing  it,  as  well  as  destroying  himself,  morally  and  physi- 
cally,  by  remaining.  I have  no  reason  to  hope,  after  the  anticipatory  arguments  that  have 
failed,  that  the  very  recent  and  derogatory  events  will  invite  spontaneous  measures.  I 
therefore  have,  in  justice  to  a national  as  well  as  local  establishment,  to  make  conditions  as 
imperative  upon  any  successor  to  stipulate  for  as  now  form  a sine  qua  non,  as  to  my  holdino- 
the  office  of  marine  surveyor  to  the  port. 

The  rejection — the  indefinite  postponing,  or  the  handing  over  to  a sub-committee — of  any 
of  the  lour  clauses  of  conditions,  will  be  tantamount  to  a forthwith  acceptation  of  my  resig- 
nation of  office,  and  the  instant  dissolution  of  all  reserve  on  the  part  of, 

Gentlemen, 

Your  very  obedient  servant, 

To  the  Dock  Committee,  H.  M.  Denham,  Marine  Surveyor. 

Liverpool. 


• grievances  and  sources  of  injustice  to  my  charge,  and  harassing  privations 

t ne  efforts  to  get  somehow  through  the  demands  of  float  attention  to  the  sixty  floating 
o lects  distributed  over  sixty-four  square  miles  of  fluctuating  sands.  The  interruptions 
‘ oss  °*  aest  opportunities  for  surveying  those  fluctuations,  and  carying  out  anticipatory 
rangeinents,  whether  in  reference  to  the  charting,  buoying,  lighting,  life-boat  efficiency 
i-  M11^  light-vessel  casualties  arise  from. 

,at‘  having  no  positive  means  but  a sloop  tender  of  60  tons,  with  an  ill-paid  master 
fh  r *v.W  °*  ^W0  seai}’ien>  making  up  an  inadequate  strength  with  the  five  shore  party  from 
oaVl  ^i'Vn3SC^3  ming  their  month  on  shore,  after  their  two  months  on  board,  the  whole 
to  i so . |Cy  as  to  be  discontented,  and  constantly  jaded  by  perpetual  duties,  too  numerous 
9 ai  a steamer  being  attached  with  an  organized  boat’s  crew, 

b t several  propositions  for  the  benefit  of  the  port,  whether  for  improving  the  life— 

the  es,ta')  's^menti  placing  the  duplicate  light-vessels  in  a more  efficient  position,  mooring 
bett  °.  6r  vesse^s  so  as  to  avert  experienced'  evils,  or  even  supplying  the  light-vessels  with 
coi  61  .®ciulpmeuts,  such  as  boats,  &c.  are  cavilled  at,  postponed,  and  handed  over  to  a sub- 
• puttee,  the  chairman  of  which  systematically  opposes  everything,  causing  procrastina 
'2C’-  4 m 4 tion 
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turn  at  least,  in  trying  to  qua*  my  design*  (as .is  lamentably  evidenced  in  om-hte  life-boat 
affairs  and  the  setting  the  two  duplicate  -vessels  into  the  livei).  lhe  excluding  me  from 
the  course  of  inquiry,  and  never  allowing  me  to  know  the  extent  or  nature  of  the  conclusion 
come  to  even 7p"to  the  serious  and  to  me  all-concerning -investigation  of  the  lightships 
breaking  adrift,  and  life-boat  defection, -is  a system  as  loudly  to  he  protested  against,  as  at 
variance*  with  that  tacit  confidence  reposed  on  my  skill  and  labours  ma  region  where  not  one 
of  the  Dock  Committee  has  accompanied  me  during  the  last  four  years. 

3dlv  Such  ungracious  acts  as  throwing  back  the  respectful  petitions  as  the  light-vessels' 
crews  for  a small  addition  to  their  scanty  subsistence  money,  upon  my  shoulders  to  recon- 
cile although  the  satisfaction  of  even  interrogation  and  reasoning  were  not  afforded  them. 
Alike  treating  my  supplication  for  increasing  the  master  of  the  tender  s wages  22  l a year, 
after  his  servile  nearly  four  years  with  58  l.  less  than  the  lightship  master  s,  although  I ob- 
served the  delicacy  of  putting  in  by  letter  (as  I do  this  statement)  instead  of  through  the 
Report  Kook,  that  the  boon  might  seem  to  come  spontaneously  from  the  committee,  the  man 
bein>->‘  unconscious  of  the  request.  . . 

The  conditions  which  I ought  long  ago  to  have  demanded,  which  any  successor  must  sti- 
pulate for  and  which  I now  do,  late  as  it  is,  in  justice  to  the  community  whose  interests 
have  been  by  misplaced  patience  so  miserably  carried  out.  , 

1st  A steamer,  hired  or  bought  for  the  permanent  service  of  the  port,  ot  not  less  than  80- 
horse  power,  and  solely  under  the  marine  surveyor’s  directions.  Her  establishment  to  con- 
sist of  one  master  (at  his  selection),  at  100 l.  a year ; one  mate,  at  70  l.  a year  ; six  able 
seamen,  at  25  s.  per  week  one  engineer  and  two  firemen,  at  the  usual  wages. 

2d  The  crews  of  the  light-vessels  to  be  augmented  by  four  men,  so  as  to  leave  six  on 
board  tbe  North-west  ship  and  five  on  board  the  Formby  vessel  at  a time ; the  whole  to  be 
increased  3s.  6 d each  per  week  subsistence  money.  , , 

3d  Each  light-vessel’s  duplicate  to  be  moored  in  the  river,  for  reasons  on  record  : and 
each  ridino-  vessel  to  have  a third  anchor  and  cable  to  her  moorings,  if  not  four,  as  I pro- 
posed on  the  9th  of  October  1835.  Chains  not  at  lowest  price. 

4th  A cable  and  boat  store  to  be  provided  on  one  of  the  dock  heads,  (say  No.  1,)  con- 
tio-uous  to  a crane,  to  protect  and  ship  off  geer— never  having  possessed  one  yet  to  our  per- 
° disadvantage,  and  the  five  life-boats  condemned,  as  l requested  19th  fceptember 

H.  M.  Denliam,  Captain  r.n. 

Marine  Surveyor. 


petual  disadvantage,  and  I 
last. 


LETTERS  from  the  Admiralty  Board  and  the  Mayor  of  Liverpool,  approving  of 
Captain  Denham’s  Exertions  at  Liverpool. 


FROM  the  Admiralty. 

gjr  Admiralty,  20  March  1835. 

My'  Loris  Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty  having  taken  into  their  consideration  your 
meritorious  services  iu  the  various  surveys  on  which  you  have  been  employe id, .and ^appre- 
ciating highly  the  talent  you  have  displayed,  and  having  a high  sense  also  of  the  a“!a"?«e 
accruing  to  the  public  from  the  completion  of  the  survey  of  the  port  and  harbour  of *iver  : 
wool  and  the  neighbouring  coast,  their  Lordships  command  me  to  acquaint  you  that  tney 
have  been  pleased,  as  an  especial  mark  of  their  approbation,  to  sign  a commission  promoting 
you  to  the  rank  of  commander  in  the  Royal  Navy. 


To  Lieut.  H.  M.  Denham,  r.  n. 


From,  &c. 

(signed)  Cr.  R ■ Dawson. 


FROM  the  Mayor  of  Liverpool. 

g-  Town  Hall,  3 July  1834. 

I have  great  pleasure  in  acquainting  you  that  the  common 
meeting  yesterday,  unanimously  to  present  the  freedom  of  this  borough  to  y , ^ 

of  the  high  sense  entertained  by  the  council  of  lhe  valuable  services  lendeied  y y g 
port  of  Liverpool  by  your  gratuitous,  but  most  important,  assistance  tendered  e ..J 
of  tbe  entrance  to  the  harbour ; and  I shall  be  happy  to  attend  to  admmis 
oath,  whenever  it  may  suit  your  convenience. 

I am,  &c.  .... 

Lieut.  Denham,  u.  k.  Caig™<l>  Wright,  Mayor. 


COPY  of  Letteb  from  Joseph  Hume,  Esq.  to  Lieutenant  Jj>ri, . “"T'’ 

Liverpool,  as  to  Questions  4248  and  4300  ol  Lighthouse  Committee  E 

Sir,  Lighthouse  Committee,  9 J uly  ^45  ^ 

In  explanation  of  your  answer  to  Question  No.  4248,  you  say,  “ that  you  hav 
vessels  adrift  since  1839,”  8ince  you  werfi  mar‘ne  surveyor.  . mooriogs, 

I wish  you  to  state  “ how  often  the  light-vessels  have  broken  any  part  ot  tne 
although  not  driven  from  the  Bay,”  as  in  1839  ? Als°< 
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Also,  " state  the  dates  on  which  any  such  parting  of  chains  took  place  on  board  those 
light-vessels  ; the  parts  where  broken ; and  how  the  vessel  was  preserved  near  her  station’’’ 
Also,  the  time  that  elapsed  on  each  occasion  before  she  was  restored  to  her  posi'ion  as  a 
leading  mark  ? r 

The  answer  of  these  questions  in  writing  will  prevent  the  necessity  of  yonr  appearing 
again  before  the  Committee,  and  I request  the  answer  as  soon  as  possible.  VV  S 

I remain,  &c. 

(signed)  Joseph  Hume, 

Chairman. 

P*  <S.— The  question  4300,  you  say,  “ you  have  an  agreement  with  the  Steam  Tuo- 
Company,  &c. ; will  you  stale  from  “ what  day  the  tug  was  engaged  and  placed  at 
your  command,  and  whether  the  terms  of  the  agreement  you  delivered  in  have  been 
agreed  to  ? 

Also,  "whether  any  snch  tag  steamers  were  placed  at  Captain  Denham’s  command 
whilst  you  were  his  assistant?”  • 

(signed)  J.  H. 

LETTER  from  Lieutenant  Lord  to  Joseph  Hume , Esq. 

S"’  . T1  , ^ Marine  Surveyor’s  Office,  Liverpool,  10  July  1845. 

note  of  dm  9th  inst^  t0  ' °U  a statement  in  reply  to  the  queries  contained  in  your 

And  am,  &c. 

(signed)  Wm.  Lord. 

From  1839  t0  *842  no  casualties  occurred  to  the  Light-ships. 


North-west  Ligiit-ship. 


11  March  184a.— Broke  N.  W arm  of  mooring,  12  fathoms  from  bows ; rode  at  her 
station  by  her  spare  anchor,  and  S.  E.  mooring  until  re-moored  March  12th. 

13  January  1843.— Broke  both  arms  of  moorings,  from  12  to  15  fathoms  from  bows,  at 
midnight  j rode  at  her  station  by  her  spare  anchors,  until  the  weather  moderated  on  the 
morning  of  the  17th  inst.,  when  she  was  re-moored. 

28  October  1843. — Broke  N.  W.  arm  15  £ fathoms  from  bows,  during  the  night:  rode 
the  a9thatl°n  ^ ler  Spare  anCh°r  8nd  S‘  E‘  moorin°’  until  re moored  on  the  morning  of 

12  March  1844.— Broke  N.  W.  arm  at  midnight,  17  fathoms  from  bows:  rode  at 
the  I3th°n  bj  ’Cr  SpaVe  anchor  and  S-  E-  moon'ng.  until  re-moored  on  the  morning  of 


Formby  Light-ship. 

l?!4' wBl°ke  Ef  arrn’ 10  fathoms  from  bows  i 1Qde  at  her  station  by  her 
spaie  anchor  and  IN.  W.  mooring,  until  re-moored  on  the  morning  of  the  same  day. 

Note.— -On  all  these  occasions  the  vessels  did  not  alter  their  positions  as  leading  marks* 
having  rode  at  their  stations  by  their  own  anchors,  &c.  g * 

An  understanding  has  existed  between  the  Dock  Committee  and  the  Steam  Tug  Com- 
pany, that  their  steam-vessels  should  be  at  my  disposal  on  all  occasions,  ever  since  I have 
wLTTT.prjSeat  aPP°,il.ltll?ent’  and  lhe  TuS  Company  have  during  the  above  period  per- 
iormed  the  dunes  of  this  department  in  towing  out  life-boats,  & c. 

a8reernent  between  the  Steam  Tug  Company  and  the  Dock  Committee  was 
1 to.m  Jar»uary  1845;  but  prior  to  the  written  agreement  I never  experienced  anv 
difficulty  in  procunngsteamers  from  the  Tug  Company.  3 

aptain  Denham  hired  steamers,  when  requisite,  from  the  Tug  Company  and  other 
P-  ies  to  perform  the  duties  of  this  department,  but  no  written  agreement  existed. 


RESOLUTION  referred  to  by  Lieut.  Lord , in  Q.  4279. 

AT  a Meeting  of  the  Dock  Committee,  held  the  24th  of  January  1839;  present  Thomas 
Leathom,  Esq.  Chairman,  8tc. 

survevnr”l,Penka,?LS  ^Tarrat've  °f  the  casualties  and  proceedings  in  his  department  of  marine 

having  been  S'  Hto™”6  °f  ^ 7th  °f  January  1839>  and  the  14th  of  the  same  montIV 

tvitli ^ k^frfi 0 3 n ' m °.1J  That  Captain  Denham  he  apprised  that  this  Committee  dispense- 
ther  services  in  the  capacity  of  marine  surveyor  to  the  Dock  Trustees. 

Extracted  from  the  Proceedings. 

(signed)  Dan1  Mason, 

0.36  Secretary. 

4 N 
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AGREEMENT  referred  to  by  Lieut.  Lord,  in  Q.4300. 

AT  a Meeting  of  the  Dock  Committee,  held  this  2d  day  of  January  1842 ; present, 

* J.  Bramley  Moor,  Esq.  Chairman,  &c. 

This  Committee  having  taken  into  consideration  the  subject  of  making  an  arrangement 
with  the  directors  of  the  Steam  Tug  Company,  for  towing  the  life-boats  oelongmg  to  this 
trust  to  wrecks  or  vessels  in  distress  , e m 

Resolved  That  the  following  propositions  be  offered  to  the  directors  of  the  Steam  Tug 
Company  for  the  performance  of  the  service  referred  to,  viz. 

Unon  condition  that  the  directors  of  the  Steam  Tug  Company  will  undertake  on  behalf  of 
that  company  that  one  of  their  first-class  steamers  (of  100  horse  power)  shall  keep  her 
steam  up  every  night,  and  be  ready  at  all  times,  whenever  practicable  to  do  so,  to  tow  out 
a life-boat  or  life-boats  belonging  to  the  Liverpool  Dock  Trustees,  for  the  purpose  of  saving 
life  vmon  a signal  of  distress  being  obseived,  and  the  services  of  a steam-boat  shall  be  re- 
nniredbv  the  life-boats,  or  the  assistance  of  a steam-boat  shall  he  requested  either  by  the 
chairman  or  deputy  chairman  of  the  Dock  Committee,  the  chairman  of  the  sub-committee 
for  the  Marine  Department,  the  marine  surveyor,  or  his  assistant. 

The  said  steamer  or  steamers  to  tow  such  life-boat  or  life-boats  to  any  wreck  or  vessel 
in  distress,  in  whatever  part  of  the  banks  or  channels  within  the  range  of  the  life-boat  establish- 
ments such  wreck  or  vessel  in  distress  may  be,  and  shall  remain  by  such  life-boat  or  life-boats, 
eras  near  to  them  as  practicable,  for  the  purpose  of  receiving  on  board  such  persons  as  may 
or  can  be  saved  from  such  wreck  or  vessel  in  distress,  and  shall  either  tow  back  the  life-boat 
or  life-boats  to  Liverpool  if  required  by  the  captains,  or  place  them  111  such  a position  hat 
they  may  reach  their  destination  in  safety.  It  being  understood  that  this  agreement  shall 
not  be  limited  to  the  Liverpool  and  Magazine  life-boats,  the  stations  for  which  are  within  the 
river  but  shall  also  extend  to  the  life-boats  at  Formby,  Hoylake,  and  Point  of  Air  stations. 

Upon  consideration  of  such  services  being  rendered,  or  of  agreement  being  entered  into  tor 
the  performance  of  such  services,  the  Dock  Committee  to  undertake  to  pay  to  the  bteam  Tug 
Company  the  sum  of  400  guineas  as  an  annual  payment,  and  the  sum  of  25  guineas  for  each 
service  rendered  according  to  the  terms  of  this  agreement  for  one  whole  year,  from  the  1st 
day  of  January  1845,  one  service  being  considered  as  applying  to  one  wreck  or  vessel  111  dis- 
tress- it  bein°-  further  understood  that  the  Dock  Committee  shall  not  be  held  liable  tor  any 
damage  or  loss  whatever  which  may  be  sustained  by  such  steam-boats,  their  tackle  or 
machinery,  whilst  engaged  in  such  service.  ........  ... 

The  Dock  Committee  also  distinctly  stipulate,  that  this  agreement  shall  not  interfere  with 
the  provisions  of  the  Dock  Act  (6  Geo.  4,  s.  69)  which  recognises  the  right  of  the  crews  ot 
the  life-boats  to  sue  for  and  obtain  salvage  incases  of  saving  property. 

[Extracted  from  the  Proceedings.] 


NEWCASTLE-UPON-TYNE. 

A RETURN  made  by  the  Trinity  House  of  Nemcaslh-upon- Tyne,  of  the  Gross  and 
Net  Revenue  received  by  them  for  Lights,  Buoys,  and  Beacons  for  the  Port  0 
Newcastle,  and  the  several  Creeks  and  Members  belonging  thereunto  by  virtue  of  various 
Charters,  and  also  of  an  Act  of  Parliament  made  and  passed  in  the  41  Geo.  3,  cap.  8 , 
from  the  1st  January  1834  to  the  31st  December  1844. 


LIGHTS,  BUOYS,  AND  BEACONS. 

RECEIPTS. 

EXPENDITURE. 

NET  REVENUE. 

£. 

S. 

d.  1 

£. 

s. 

d. 

£. 

s.  d. 

2,626 

10 

1 

988 

2 

8 

1,638 

7 5 

2,767 

4 

5 

936 

7 

3 I 

,830  - - - 

2,840 

2 

2 

758 

3 

11 

2,081 

18  5 



1837  - 

3,277 

5 

10 

909 

18 

3 

2,367 



1838  - 

3,113 

11 

8 

899 

10 

- 



1839  - 

3,014 

3 

~ 

962 

13 

11 



1840  - 

3,361 

5 

4 

1,060 

12 

10 

__ 

3,258 

3 

11 

1,568 

3 

6 



1842  - 

3,257 

11 

0 

1,203 

15 

6 



1843  - 

3,102 

1 

_ 

1,075 

37 

4 

— 

1844  - 

2,840 

18 

5 

981 

3 

1 

1,859 

Total  - - - £. 

33,458 

17 

4 

11,344 

8 

3 

22,114 

9 1 



— — " 

By 
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By  the  above  Act  of  Parliament  41  Geo.  S,  cap.  80,  the  following  are  the  duties  payable 
to  the  Trinity  House  for  lights,  viz. : For  every  loaden  ship  or  vessel  coming  into  or  goin°- 
out  of  the  port  of  Newcastle,  or  any  of  the  creeks  or  members  belonging  thereunto,  not 
exceeding  100  tons,  the  sum  of  11  d. ; above  100  tons  and  not  exceeding  200  tons.  Is.  id.- 
above  200  tons  and  not  exceeding  300  tons,  Is.  3 d.-,  and  for  every  vessel  exceedin'? 
300  tons,  the  sum  of  1 s.  5 d.  ° 

N.  B.— Notwithstanding  by  the  above  Act  the  Trinity  House  is  empowered  to  collect 
the  above  duties  on  lights  upon  every  ship  or  vessel  coming  into  or  going  out  of  the  port  of 
Newcastle,  or  any  of  the  creeks  or  members  belonging  thereunto,  yet  they  have  never 
exacted  any  such  light  dues  from  any  of  such  creeks  to  the  southward  of  Seaham,  viz. 
Hartlepool,  Stockton,  Whitby  or  Staiths,  or  to  the  northward  of  Blyth. 

And  by  the  same  Act  of  Parliament  the  following  are  the  duties  payable  to  the  Trinity 
House  for  the  buoys  and  beacons,  viz. : For  every  loaden  ship  or  other  vessel  comma-  int0 
or  going  out  of  the  port  of  Newcastle,  not  exceeding  50  tons,  4 d. ; above  50  tons  and  not 
exceeding  100  tons,  9 d. ; above  100  tons  and  not  exceeding  200  tons,  lid.;  above  200 
tons  and  not  exceeding  300  tons.  Is.  Id. ; and  above  300  tons,  l s.  3 d. 

Two  large  stone  lighthouses  were  erected  at  the  entrance  of  Shields  Harbour,  at  a very 
great  cost,  about  the  year  1811 ; but  no  new  lighthouses  under  this  corporation  have  been 
erected  since  that  time. 

There  have  been  put  down  by  this  corporation,  within  the  last  11  years,  one  new  buov 
upon  the  Herd  Sand  to  facilitate  the  entrance  of  ships  into  Shields  Harbour  ; and  there  are 
also  buoys  placed  upon  all  the  shoals  in  the  river  Tyne,  between  Shields  and  Newcastle 
with  a regular  crew  of  buoykeepers  to  look  after  them.  There  are  also  buoys  placed  upon 
the  Goldston,  Swadman,  and  Plough  Rocks,  and  a new  buoy  upon  a very  dangerous  rock 
to  the  southward  of  North  Sunderland,  called  Newton  Rock,  for  the  better  navigation  of  the 
dangerous  channel  called  the  Fairway,  between  Holy  Island  and  the  Fern  Islands,  on  the 
north  coast  of  the  county  of  Northumberland,  with  a new  buoy  on  the  Ridge  End,  at  the 
entrance  of  Holy  Island  Harbour. 

There  are  three  beacons  at  South  Shields  for  the  direction  of  the  entrance  of  the  harbour 
of  Tyne ; three  beacons  for  the  same  purpose  at  Holy  Island  Harbour ; a beacon  on  the 
Plough  Rock  before  mentioned,  and  a large  stone  beacon  upon  Emanuel  Head,  for  the 
direction  of  vessels  navigating  the  Fairway,  between  that  island  and  the  Fern  Islands. 

The  Board  of  the  Trinity  House  is  composed  of  the  Master,  the  Deputy  Master,  and  31 
Elder  Brethren,  and  10  Younger  Brethren,  the  whole  of  whom  give  their  gratuitous  ser- 
vices in  conducting  the  affairs  of  the  House,  without  any  remuneration  whatsoever;  and  the 
whole  of  the  surplus  monies  arising  from  these  duties  is  expended  by  them  in  keeping  up 
and  repairing  the  various  almshouses  of  the  pensioners,  in  relieving  decayed  mariners  and 
their  widows  and  orphans,  shipwrecked  seamen,  subscriptions  to  the  various  public  charities 
in  Newcastle,  and  the  neighbouring  ports  and  places,  and  in  various  other  charitable 
purposes. 

George  Hogg,  Master. 

Signed  and  sealed  in  the  presence  of  me,  this  12th  day  of  September  1845. 

John  Currie,  Secretary. 


NEWHAVEN. 

Sir,  Newhaven,  23  April  1845. 

In  reply  to  yours  of  the  10th  instant,  I have  to  state  that  there  is — 

One  light  on  the  west  pier-head  all  night,  put  up  at  dark,  and  taken  down  at  daylight 
in  the  morning. 

A leading  tide  light,  put  up  as  soon  as  there  is  13  feet  water  in  the  harbour,  and  taken 
down  as  soon  as  the  tide  makes  out. 

Lights  paid  for  out  of  the  harbour  dues  under  the  Commissioners’  authority  ; no  extra 
charge  on  the  shipping.  Their  cost,  on  the  average,  about  100 1.  a year. 

(signed)  W.  Stevens. 


blr>  13  July  1845. 

Iheee  are  two  leading  lights  on  the  west  pier  to  direct  ships  into  the  harbour  at  night 
!me>  under  the  authority  of  the  Harbour  Commissioners,  maintained  and  paid  for  out  of 
If  harbour  dues.  The  exact  expense,  as  near  as  I can  state,  for  oil  and  one  man  to  look 
atter  them,  is  about  100 1.  a year. 

I am,  & c. 

(signed)  W.  Stevens , Harbour  Master. 

lo  the  Clerk  Committee  on  Lighthouses, 

House  of  Commons,  London. 


0-36. 
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PEMBROKE. 

Sir,  Castle  Hill,  Fishguard,  15  March  1845. 

In  answer  to  your  inquiry  respecting  the  management  of  lighthouses  on  this  coast,  I beg 
leave  to  state  that  I have  had  communications  with  the  most  influential  master  mariners 
and  other  persons  connected  with  shipping  in  this  vicinity,  and  their  unanimous  opinion 
is  that  a great  loss  of  life  and  property  annually  takes  place  for  want  of  some  harbour  of 
refuge,  and  of  course  a lighthouse  connected  with  it,  on  the  whole  Welsh  coast,  from 
St.  David’s  Head  to  Bardsey  Island.  Not  a single  lighthouse  exists  on  all  that  extent  of 
coast,  nor  is  there,  at  present,  a single  harbour  to  which  vessels  can  safely  run  in  alL 
winds,  and  when  suddenly  overtaken  by  storms. 

It  is  the  general  wish  of  the  seafaring  persons  in  this  neighbourhood  to  bring  the  subject 
under  the  notice  of  Government;  and  a meeting  had  been  held  and  a petition  drawn  up 
on  the  affair  before  I received  your  circular. 

I am,  Sir, 

(signed)  William  Harries,  Clerk, 

J.  P.  for  the  County  of  Pembroke. 


PLYMOUTH. 

Chamber  of  Commerce,  at  the  Port  of  Plymouth, 

Sir  Exchange,  the  15th  April  1845. 

The  Chamber  of  Commerce  at  this  port  having  taken  into  consideration  a letter  ad- 
dressed to  the  worshipful  the  mayor,  by  the  clerk  of  the  Select  Committee  of  the  House  of 
Commons  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  State  and  Management  of  Lighthouses,  Buoys,  &c., 
take  leave  to  submit  to  the  Committee  the  under-mentioned  statements : 

First, The  Chamber  begs  to  represent  that  the  corporation  of  the  borough  of  Saltash, 

situated  about  five  miles  from  the  principal  anchorage  called  the  Sound,  claim  an  ancient 
light  to  the  payment  of  one  shilling  from  every  vessel  entering  this  port,  for  what  is 
termed  anchorage  and  buoyage,  in  consideration,  as  is  alleged,  for  the  keeping  and  main- 
taining a buoy  called  the  “ Cobler,”  placed  near  the  entrance  cf  ihe  harbour  of  Catwater; 
that  the  said  corporation,  not  having  a harbour-master,  or  any  other  person  appointed  to 
attend  thereto,  this  buoy,  from  stress  of  weather  and  other  causes,  is  often  displaced,  to 
the  great  danger  of  vessels  frequenting  the  inner  harbour. 

That  the  Chamber  considers  this  exaction  an  unnecessary  burden  upon  vessels  belong- 
ing to  the  port  of  Plymouth,  and  particularly  with  respect  to  small  coasting  vessels ; and 
an  unjust  charge  upon  other  shipping  entering  this  harbour,  a large  majority  of  which  do  not 
pass  near  the  said  buoy,  or  derive  any  benefit  therefrom. 

That  the  exaction  of  one  shilling  for  every  sea-going  vessel,  as  a remuneration  for 
this  buoy,  is  far  greater  than  the  necessity  of  the  case,  because  it  is  presumed  that  the 
cost  of  maintaining  the  ‘‘Cobler”  buoy  does  not  average  more  than  five  pounds  per 
annum,  while  the  revenue  derived  therefrom  exceeds  150  1.  per  annum  ; that  no  account 
is  published  or  rendered  with  regard  to  the  application  of  this  money,  which  is  supposed 
to  be  applied  solely  to  corporate  or  parochial  purposes,  having  no  reference  to  the  improve- 
ment of  the  anchorage  or  the  better  accommodation  of  the  shipping  frequenting  this  porl. 
"’’That  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  is  therefore  of  opinion  the  buoy  called  the  “Cobler 
should  be  placed  in  its  proper  position  by  and  be  under  the  superintendence  °1  Her 
Majesty’s  harbour-master,  and  maintained  at  the  expense  of  the  Government,  like  all  the 
other  buoys  in  this  port;  and  that  the  large  and  increasing  amount  of  revenue  derived 
from  the  exaction  of  the  above-mentioned  dues  ought  not  to  continue  a privilege  to  any 
particular  party.  The  Chamber  forbear  to  go  into  particulars  regarding  this  claim  by  the 
corporation  of  Saltash,  because  it  has  been  a subject  of  litigation,  and  a case  is  now  pend- 
ing; but  the  Chamber  caunot  refrain  from  hoping  that  the  Select  Committee  of  the  Hon- 
ourable House  will  be  pleased  to  inquire  into  the  circumstances  of  this  demand,  and  the 
application  of  the  funds,  with  the  view  that  the  shipping  frequenting  the  port  of  Plymout 
may  be  relieved  from  this  impost,  and  the  management  of  the  Cobler  buoy  placed  in  raore 
efficient  hands. 

Secondly, — The  Chamber  also  takes  leave  to  represent  to  the  Committee,  that  ships  touch- 
ing at  this  port  for  goods  or  passengers,  on  their  voyages  to  foreign  parts,  have  bee 
subjected  to  a second  payment  for  the  Eddyslone  light,  although  that,  with  all  “ie  ot  ® 
Channel  lights,  had  been,  previously  duly  paid  ori  their  clearance  from  London  ; upon 
plea  of  the  ships  being  again  liable  to  this  charge  in  consequence  of  their  being  entere 
the  custom-house  here.  This  extra  charge  is  felt  as  a grievance,  because  it  is  presun 
the  law  did  not  intend  that  these  light-dues  should  be  paid  more  than  once  during  a''°y®g 
outward;  and  by  increasing  the  charges  is  prejudicial  10  the  interest  of  the  port,  tne 
inducing  shipowners  to  prefer  other  places  in  the  Channel  for  vessels  to  call  at,  in  or 
complete  their  lading.  -rhirdlv- — 
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Thirdly, — It  appears  that  steamers  running  from  this  port  in  the  summer  months  (from 
Aprii  to  November)  t0  Torquay,  Southampton,  and  Portsmouth,  are  subjected  to  the 
payment  for  the  Eddystone  and  Casket  lights ; by  neither  of  which,  but  particularly  the 
latter,  they  benefit. 

I have,  &c. 

George  Dyson,  Esq.  (signed)  Jm.  Collier, 

the  Clerk  of  the  Select  Committee  on  Lighthouses,  Deputy  Chairman. 

House  of  Commons,  London. 
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PORTSMOUTH,  SP1TIIEAD,  NEEDLES,  &c. 

An  Account  of  the  Lighthouse  at  Southsea,  and  Answers  to  Queries  prepared  by  Minute 
from  the  Committee  on  Lighthouses  of  the  Honourable  Members  of  the  House  of  Com- 
mons, dated  10th  April,  and  received  here  the  6th  July  1845. 

One  light  at  Southsea  Castle,  showing  a strong  red,  to  lead  into  the  harbour  channel, 
between  the  Spit  and  Boyne  buoys  ; pale  red  when  between  the  Spit  and  the  Edgar 
buoys;  to  the  westward  of  Edgar  and  eastward  of  the  Horse,  the  light  cannot  be  seen; 
erected  within  the  walls  of  the  castle  ; under  the  authority  of  the  Lords  Commissioners  of 
the  Admiralty,  and  at  their  expense ; no  dues  collected.  The  expenditure  for  the  last  three 
years : — 

1st  July  1842  to  30th  June  1843  - - - - - 23  10  - 

lst  July  1843  to  30th  June  1844  - - - 23  6 - 

1st  July  1844  to  30th  June  1845  - - - - - 21  17  11- 

and  the  present  keeper  of  the  light  being  a superannuated  rigger,  is  allowed  10Z.  per 
annum  in  addition  to  his  pension  of  20 A per  annum,  but  to-morrow  the  Serjeant  in  charge 
of  the  prison  will  be  paid  an  addition  of  1 s.  per  diem  and  the  rigger  discharged. — Per  Mem. 
23Dec.  1844. 

No  record  is  kept  of  the  mercantile  shipping  at  this  establishment;  no  Acts  of  Parlia- 
ment have  been  supplied  for  charging  dues  for  lights,  buoys,  or  beacons,  but  all  the  buoys 
round  Spithead,  and  to  the  Needles,  from  the  S.W.  buoy  of  the  Shingles  to  the  S.E.  buoy 
of  the  Dean,  including  those  of  the  Princessa,  are  provided,  kept  in  order,  and  in  then- 
places,  by  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty,  and  at  their  expense. 

(signed)  Wm.  Purdo, 

Master-attendant  and  Queen’s  Harbour  Master. 

To  the  Clerk  of  the  Committee  9 July  184.5. 

on  Lighthouses,  House  of  Commons. 


RAMSGATE. 


Royal  Harbour  of  Ramsgate  Office, 

®lr*  22,  Austin  Friars,  London,  6 August  1845. 

I»  compliance  with  the  request  contained  in  the  printed  circular  of  Mr.  Hume,  dated 
10th  April  last,  I beg  to  state,  that  the  Lighthouse  at  Ramsgate  is  used  for  a Tidal  Light, 
?'  a red  colour,  which  is  exhibited  during  the  night,  whenever  there  is  10  feet  of  water 
in  Harbour’s  mouth ; ihat  it  is  erected  on  the  West  Pier  Head,  and  forms  part  of  the 
works  of  the  Harbour;  that  it  is  supported  out  of  the  general  funds  of  this  trust;  that 
here  are  no  dues  levied  expressly  for  its  support;  that  the  number  of  vessels  entering 
the  Harbour,  and  the  aggregate  number  of  tons  of  shipping,  in  each  of  the  last  three 
years,  is  as  follows  : 


1842 

1843 

1844 


Number  of  Vessels. 
1,652 
1 ,606 

1,364 


Aggregate  Tonnage. 

- 1.56,614 
160,232 

- 126,989 


‘,c  fisl,ing  vessels,  the  daily  steamers,  or  pleasure  boats  frequenting  the  harbour, 

or  which  vessels  no  register  is  kept;  that  there  are  no  Acts  of  Parliament  for 
argmg  dues  on  the  Lights,  Buoys,  or  Beacons  of  the  Port. 


To  the  Clerk  of  the  Committee  on  Lighthouses, 
House  of  Commons. 


(signed) 


I have,  &c. 

T/ios.  M.  Shadwell, 

Secretary. 


0.36. 
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Trinity  Lights  and  Ramsgate  Harbour  Dues  Payable,  Inwards  and  Outwards,  on  Ships  belongin'.-  fr, 
Duncan  Dunbar  (Q.  2458).  3 


SHIPS’  NAMES. 

Tons, 

New. 

Rate 
per  Ton, 
In. 

Inwards. 

Ramsgate, 

Inwards. 

Rate 
per  Ton, 
Out. 

Trinity, 

Outwards. 

Ramsgate, 

Outwards. 

Totals, 
la  and  Oct 

New  Tonnage 

£. 

s. 

d. 

£. 

s. 

d. 

£•  S. 

d. 

£. 

s. 

d. 

£•  S.  d. 

Sea  Park  - 

1 

835 

6 id. 

and6s. 

1 23 

15 

8 

1 

15 

~ 

5f  d. 

20  - 

2 

1 

15 

- 

47  0 10 

Poietiers  - 

. 

756 

21 

11 

3 

1 

11 

6 

- 

18  2 

3 

1 

11 

6 

42  16  6 

Cress}' 

720 

, 

20 

11 

- 

1 

10 

- 

- 

17  5 

— 

1 

10 

- 

40  16  - 

Jrlydrabad 

- 

094 

29 

16 

5 

1 

9 

- 

- 

16  12 

7 

1 

9 

- 

39  7 - 

Agincourt 

_ 

069 

19 

2 

4 

1 

S 

- 

- 

16  - 

7 

1 

8 

- 

CJlina  - - 

_ 

658 

18 

16 

2 

1 

7 

6 

_ 

15  15 

4 

1 

7 

6 

Westminster 

. 

610 

17 

9 

2 

1 

5 

C 

14  12 

3 

1 

5 

6 

34  12  5 

David  Malcolm 

- 

538 

15 

S 

S 

1 

2 

G 

- 

12  17 

9 

1 

2 

6 

30  11  5 

Phoebe 

. 

578 

16 

11 

2 

1 

4 

6 

- 

13  16 

9 

1 

4 

6 

32  16  11 

Sarali  Scott 

- 

382 

» 

10 

18 

11 

- 

16 

- 

9 3 

“ 

- 

16 

- 

21  13  11 

£. 

365  5 5 

Old  Tonnage : 

Sea  Park  - 

\ 

681 

6%d. 

}19 

9 

1 

1 

8 

5 

5 fd. 

16  6 

4 

1 

8 

5 

38  12  3 

Poietiers  - 

601 

„ 

17 

4 

2 

1 

5 

1 

- 

14  8 

- 

1 

5 

1 

34  2 3 

Cressy 

635 

18 

3 

2 

1 

G 

6 

- 

15  4 

2 

1 

6 

6 

36-4 

Hydrabad 

602 

„ 

17 

4 

8 

1 

5 

1 

- 

14  8 

6 

1 

1 

34  3 4 

Agincourt 

543 

„ 

15 

11 

5 

1 

8 

- 

30  16  10 

Westminster 

513 

. 14 

14 

7 

1 

1 

4 

- 

12  5 

11 

1 

1 

4 

29  3 2 

524 

15 

— 

9 

1 

1 

-0 

- 

12  11 

1 

1 

1 

10 

29  13  6 

David  Malcom  - 

494 

14 

3 

10 

1 

- 

7 

- 

11  16 

8 

1 

- 

7 

28  1 S 

Phoebe 

473 

13 

12 

1 

- 

19 

9 

- 

11  6 

7 

- 

19 

9 

26  18  2 

Sarah  Scott 

328 

» 

9 

10 

G 

13 

S 

7 17 

2 

" 

13 

8 

18  15  - 

£. 

306  8 6 

Per  New  Tonnage 

. . 

365  5 5 

Per  Old 

ditto 

. - 

300  - - 

Difference  (Q.  2482) 

“ 

- £. 

59  5 3 

RYE. 

gjrj  Rye,  5 April  1845- 

I beg  to  send  you,  by  direction  of  the  mayor,  the  accompanying  resolutions. 

I am,  &c. 

(signed)  Edwin  Nath.  Daioes, 

Geo.  Dyson,  Esq.  Town  Clerk' 


AT  a Meeting  of  Persons  interested  in  Shipping,  holden  at  the  Town-Hall,  Rye,  on  Tuwdaj, 
the  1st  of  April  1845,  to  take  into  consideration  a Communication  received  by 
Mayor  from  the  Select  Committee  on  Lighthouses. 


At  this  Meeting  Jeremiah  Smith,  Esq.  is  appointed  Chairman. 

That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  meeting  that  all  the  lights  and  buoys  of  the  United 
Kingdom  are  well  managed.  . „ 0f 

That  it  is  also  the  opinion  of  this  meeting  that  from  the  general  and  great  e(jt 

trade  and  shipping,  the  charges  on  the  lights  and  buoys  should  be  considerably  re  v ‘ 

That  the  owners  of  shipping  of  this  port  have  great  cause  of  complaint  or  t 
heavy  charges  imposed  on  them  by  the  Ramsgate  and  Dover  harbour  dues,  vv  1 at 

only  been  reduced  once  since  the  passing  of  the  Act,  notwithstanding  the  veiy0 
increase  of  commerce.  „ Dyson, 

It  was  resolved,  that  a copy  of  the  preceding  resolutions  be  forwarded  to  Georg 
esq.,  the  clerk  of  the  Select  Committee  on  Lighthouses. 

(signed)  Jeremiah  Smith , Chairman. 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


SELECT  COMMITTEE  ON  LIGHTHOUSES. 


665 


SCARBOROUGH.  Appendix,  No. 65. 

A RETURN  made  pursuant  to  a Circular  from  Joseph  Hume,  Esq.,  Chairman  of  the  Lights  in  England 
Lighthouse  Committee,  as  to  the  Scarborough  Lighthouse.  and  Wales. 

Thebe  is  only  one  tidal  light,  showing  a red  flame,  and  exhibited  at  night  during  such 
time  as  there  is  12  feet  depth  of  water  at  the  end  of  Vincent’s  Pier ; erected  at  the  end  of 
Vincent’s  Pier  in  the  harbour  of  Scarborough,  under  the  authority  and  an  the  expense  of 
the  Commissioners  acting  under  the  Acts  for  the  management  of  the  Scarborough  Piers 
and  Harbour,  and  it  is  supported  by  the  same  Commissioners  out  of  the  dues  received  by 
them  under  the  same  Acts,  viz.: 


! 

Amount  of  i 
Yearly 
Receipts. 

Amount  of 
Yearly 
Expenditure. 

Number  of 
Vessels  entering 
and 

using  the  Port. 

£.  s.  d. 

£.  s.  d. 

For  the  year  ending  31st  July  1842 

16  - — 

9 " “ 

762 

..  1843  - 

23  - - 1 

39  - - 

923 

„ „ 1844  - 

19  - _ 

203  - - 

876 

No  dues  are  at  present  charged  on  shipping  for  lights. 

The  Commissioners  have  no  data  to  enable  them  to  ascertain  the  aggregate  number  of 
tons  of  shipping  in  each  of  the  last  three  years. 

By  an  Act  passed  in  the  45th  of  Geo.  3 ( see  pp.  36  and  43  in  the  collection  of  Acts  sent 
herewith),  a duty  of  io*.  for  a sloop,  20  s.  for  a vessel  with  two  masts,  and  30s.  for  a vessel 
with  three  masts  was  imposed  on  such  vessels  as  entered  the  harbour  and  did  uot  pay  other 
dues.  The  light  duties  mentioned  in  this  return  were  received  under  the  authority  of  that 
Act,  which  is  now  repealed. 

By  an  Act  passed  6th  Viet.,  for  amending  the  several  Acts  relating  to  the  harbour  of 
Scarborough,  all  previous  Acts  from  the  5th  of  Geo.  2,  c.  11,  eight  in  number,  and  duties 
were  repealed,  and  certain  dues  on  vessels  entering  and  discharging  cargoes  were  imposed. 

Since  the  1st  August  1844  no  specific  duties  have  been  charged  on  vessels  for  the  main- 
tenance of  the  light  or  lighthouse;  the  expense  is  defrayed  from  the  general  fund  received 
by  the  Commissioners  under  the  new  Act,  a print  of  which  is  sent  herewith. 

Signed  at  Scarborough  on  behalf  of  the  Commissioners  of  the  Scarborough  Piers  and 
Harbour,  this  6th  day  of  August  1845. 

Jolm  Cook, 

Secretary  to  the  said  Commissioners. 


SEAHAM  HARBOUR. 

> At  this  harbour  there  is  one  lighthouse,  situated  close  to  the  site  of  the  former  Coal 
light.  It  is  lighted  with  brilliant  gas.  The  top  lantern  is  a constant  bright  light,  100  feet 
above  the  mean  level  of  the  sea.  The  lower  lantern  is  a red  revolving  light,  half  a minute 
visible  and  half  a minute  invisible,  at  all  points  where  the  top  light  is  seen,  and  it  will  be 
54  feet  above  the  level  of  the  sea. 

This  light  will  be  easily  distinguished  from  all  other  lights  on  this  part  of  the  coast.  The 
expense  defrayed  by  the  Marquis  of  Londonderry,  from  the  harbour  dues  and  port  charges 
paid  by  vessels  going  into  Seaham  Harbour. 


SHOREHAM  HARBOUR. 

LETTER  from  Robert  Upperton,  Esq.  Clerk  to  the  Commissioners  of  Shoreham  Harbour, 
to  Joseph  Hume,  Esq.  m.p. 

T Sir,  Brighton,  22  July  1845. 

rN  answer  to  your  communication  addressed  to  the  Commissioners  of  Shoreham  Har- 
bour, I beg  to  state  that  there  are  two  lights  established  for  the  use  of  the  shippiug  fre- 
T'suhng  that  port,  called  “ Argand  Lamps one  of  which  is  erected  on  part  of  the  works 
called  the  Lighthouse  Point,  immediately  opposite  the  entrance  of  the  harbour,  in  conformity 
with  the  101st  section  of  the  Act  of  the  56  Geo.  3,  c.  81 ; and  the  other  upon  the  land,  by 
permission  of  the  Trinity  Corporation,  in  a line  with,  but  several  hundred  yards  behind,  and 
at  a greater  elevation  than  the  first. 

noth  of  the  lights  were  erected  and  are  maintained  at  the  expense  of  the  Commissioners 
4n4  of 
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of  the  Harbour,  out  of  the  rates  authorized  to  be  taken  by  them  under  the  Act  before 
referred  to. 


The  yearly  receipts  for  the  lights,  from  1st  July  1842  to  1st  July  1843, 
were  - --  --  --  --  --  - 

From  1st  July  1843  to  1st  July  1844  ------- 

From  1st  July  1844  to  1st  July  1845  ------- 


£. 

158 

*57 

197 


The  expenses  in  each  of  such  years  were,  as  near  as  can  be  ascertained,  about  93/.  2s. 
per  annum. 


The  above  receipts  are  for  dues  paid  by  vessels  entering  the  harbour,  according  to  the 
I02d  section  of  the  above-mentioned  Act;  viz.  4 d.  for  every  foot  depth  of  water  which 
any  ship  may  draw  to  the  extent  of  12  feet,  and  Qd.  for  every  additional  foot  above  12- 
and  the  amount  of  snch  dues  is  the  amount  of  receipts  as  above  stated. 


NUMBER  of] 
VESSELS. 

TONNAGE. 

Entered  the  harbour,  from  1st  July  1842  to  1st  July  1843 
From  1st  July  1843  to  1st  July  1844  - - - - - 

From  1st  July  1844  to  1st  July  1845  - 

905 

897 

1,126 

96,321 

95.990 

114,020 

I send  you  a copy  of  the  above-mentioned  Act  of  Parliament,  under  which  the  harbour 
is  managed  and  the  dues  received. 

I am,  &c. 

(signed)  Robert  Upperton, 

Clerk  to  the  Commissioners  of  Shoreham  Harbour. 


SOLWAY  FRITH. 

The  lights  established  are  four  in  number,  namely: — 

A floating  light  (red)  upon  a ship  moored  in  the  channel  of  the  frith,  opposite  to  the- 
village  of  Allonby. 

A lighthouse  at  Lee  Scar,  near  Silloth  Bay,  in  the  parish  of  Holme  Cultram,  with  a 
white  light  between  high  and  low  water-mark. 

A lighthouse  at  Cote,  near  Silloth  Bay,  in  the  parish  of  Holme  Cultram,  with  a red 
light. 

A lighthouse  at  Annan  Water  Foot,  with  a tide-light  (white). 

The  above  were  established  under  the  authority  of  the  Act  of  Parliament,  6 Will.  4, 
sess.  1836,  and  at  the  expense  of  the  Carlisle  Canal  Company. 

They  are  supported  by  the  tolls  or  duties  granted  by  the  Act  of  Parliament  for  that 
purpose,  the  Carlisle  Caual  Company  making  up  any  deficiency. 

The  receipts  and  expenditure  for  each  of  the  three  last  years  have  been  as  follow : — 


Receipts  : 

£. 

s. 

d. 

Expenditure  : 

£. 

s. 

a. 

1842 

- 

- 871 

H 

5 

- 

1,071 

11 

- 

1843 

- 

- 846 

8 

7 

- 

99-2 

7 

8 

1844  , - 

- 

- 891 

2 

4 

- 

982 

17 

- 

The  dues  charged  on  the  shipping  for  buoys  and  lights  are  3d.  per  ton  register,  and  the 
receipts  stated  above  show  the  amount  of  such  dues  collected  in  each  of  the  three  years. 

The  number  of  vessels  entering  or  using  the  port,  and  the  aggregate  number  of  tons  of 
shipping  in  each  of  the  three  last  years,  are  as  follow  : — 


Number. 

Tons. 

1 842 

- 784  - 

- 73,306 

1843  - 

- 69.  - 

- 67,803 

1844  - 

- 779  - 

- 74, 992 

(signed)  George  Thompson, 

July  1845. 

Clerk  of  the  Carlisle  Canal  Coaipany- 
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Sir,  , Swansea,  2 August  1845. 

In  reply  to  your  circular,  I beg  to  acquaint  you  that  the  Mumbles  Light  consists  of  13 
Aro-and  lamp  burners,  is  erected  at  the  Mumbles  Head,  which  is  about  three  miles  S.  W. 
of  Swansea,  under  the  powers  of  Acts  31  Geo.  3,  cap.  83,  and  36  Geo.  3,  cap.  93,  at  the* 
expense  of  the  Trustees  of  Swansea  Harbour.  The  cost  of  the  erection,  See.  has  been 
repaid  by  the  Dues  received  up  to  the  year  1834,  at  which  time  an  Act,  4 8t  5 Will.  4, 
cap.  59,  was  passed,  under  the  powers  of  which  Act  all  Dues  were  abolished,  and  the  Li»ht 
is  maintained  at  the  expense  of  the  Swansea  Harbour  Trust. 

The  expenditure  for  the  year  ending  £.  s. 

30th  June  1843  amounted  to  - -188  15  4 

„ 1844  „ - - - - - 262  19  3 

,,  1845  „ 161  8 2 


The  Light  at  Swansea  Pier  is  a Harbour  Light,  and  is  kept  lighted  only  while  there  is 
eight  feet  water  at  the  piers.  It  was  erected  at  the  expense  of  the  Trustees  of  Swansea 
Harbour,  under  the  powers  of  Act  31  Geo.  3,  cap.  83,  but  no  Dues  were  ever  collected  for 
this  Light,  and  it  is  maintained  at  the  expense  of  the  said  trustees. 

The  expenditure  for  the  year  ending  £.  s.  J. 

30th  June  1843  amounted  to  -----  146  14  g 
„ 1844  „ - - - - - - 95  16  - 

» l845  „ - 91  19  2 

The  number  of  vessels  which  entered  the  port  of  Swansea  in  the  year  ending 
30th  June  1843  was  4,001,  and  their  tonnage  - - 253,119  tons. 

„ 1844  was  4,017  „ -261,698  „ 

„ 1845  was  4,132  „ - -268,243  ,, 


The  total  number  of  burners,  therefore,  are  16;  viz.  at  the  Mumbles  Lighthouse  13,  and 
the  Swansea  Harbour  Light  3,  both  supported  at  the  expense  of  the  trustees. 


I remain,  Sec. 

To  the  Clerk  of  the  Committee  on  Lighthouses,  (signed)  J.  Badlei/,  Clerk. 

House  of  Commons. 


WHITEHAVEN. 

Harbour-office,  Whitehaven, 

Sir,  30  July  1845. 

In  compliance  with  a circular,  dated  the  10th  of  April  last,  received  by  the  trustees  of 
the  port,  narbour,  and  town  of  Whitehaven  on  the  6th  instant,  requiring  a return  to  be 
prepared  and  sent  to  you,  with  answers,  which  I now  have  the  honour  to  send  you;  viz. 

1 & 2.  There  are  two  lights  established  at  Whitehaven  for  the  use  of  the  shipping;  viz. 
one,  a half-tide  light,  on  the  end  of  the  Old  Quay,  lighted  while  there  is  nine  feet  depth  of 
water  iu  the  harbour,  and  extinguished  when  there  is  not  that  quantity;  the  other  is  a 
revolving  light,  at  the  end  of  the  outer,  or  “ New  West  Pier;”  a brilliant  light,  with  three 
large  reflectors,  and  the  light  constantly  exhibited  from  sunset  to  sunrise. 

3.  By  the  authority,  and  at  the  expense  of  the  trustees  of  the  harbour,  under  anrl  by 
virtue  of  certain  Acts  of  Parliament  empowering  them  to  do  so. 

4.  Out  of  the  harbour  funds. 

5.  The  average  y’early  expenditure  of  these  two  lights  amounts  to  about  100 1. 

6.  Each  vessel  entering  the  port  pays  a lamp  tonnage,  once  n year,  of  2 d.  per  register 
ton;  and  the  amount  collected — 

£. 

In  the  year  ending  the  25th  of  March  1843  was  - 340 

„ „ 1844  was  - - - 336 

„ „ 1845  was  - - - 334 

•Out  of  this  collection  is  also  paid(the  expense  of  lighting  the  harbour  and  quays  with  gas- 
lights throughout  the  year. 


7-  The  number  of  vessels  entering  or  using  the  port  — 

During  the  year  ending  25th  March  1843  was 

,,  „ 1844  was 

» „ 1845  was 


2,488 

2,867 

2,939 


Tonnage. 

189,367 

218,171 

223,643 


And  the  Acts  of  Parliament  by  virtue  of  which  the  several  dues  for  lighting,  &c.  are 
■charged,  are — 

2 Geo.  3,  c.  87 ; 46  Geo.  3,  c.  1 15 ; 56  Geo.  3,  c.  44. 


I have,  &c. 

To  Joseph  Hume,  Esq.  (signed)  E.  H.  Heywood,  Secretary. 

Chairman  ot  the  Lighthouse  Committee, 

House  of  Commons. 


0.36. 
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WORKINGTON. 

RETURN  of  the  Trustees  of  the  Harbour  of  Workington,  in  the  County  of  Cumberland 
to  the  following  Queries  contained  in  a Circular  from  the  Lighthouse  Committee  dated 
London,  10  April  1845,  viz.: — 


Questions. 

What  number  of  lights  are  established 
for  the  use  of  shipping,  and  of  what  kind? 

Where  erected? 


Under  what  authority,  and  at  whose  ex- 
pense? 

How  supported? 

Also  the  amount  of  yearly  receipts? 

And  expenditure  for  each  of  the  last  three 
years  ? 

If  any  dues  are  charged  on  the  shipping 
for  lights,  state  the  rate  per  ton  or  per  vessel 
and  the  amount  of  such  dues  collected  in 
each  of  the  three  years? 

A return  of  the  number  of  vessels  enter- 
ing or  using  the  port,  and  the  aggregate 
number  of  tons  of  shipping  in  each  of  the 
last  three  years  ? 

Also  copies  of  any  Acts  of  Parliament  for 
the  charging  dues  for  the  lights,  buoys,  or 
beacons  of  tne  port? 


Answers. 

Two  gas  lights. 

On  two  piers  at  the  entrance  of  the  har- 
bour. 

The  trustees  of  the  harbour. 


Out  of  the  revenues  of  the  harbour. 
Nil. 

Averaging  30 1.  per  year. 


No  dues  are  charged  on  the  shipping  for 
lights. 


Year.  No.  of  Vessels.  Tonnage. 

18412  - 755  - 61,444 

1843  - - 686  - - 58,099 

1844  - -1,283  - - 6V39 


The  Act  of  Parliament  for  regulating  the 
harbour  does  not  authorize  the  trustees  to 
charge  any  dues  for  lights,  &c. 


22  July  1 845. 


(signed)  H.  Bowes,  Clerk  to  the  Trustees. 


BERWICK. 

Sir,  Berwick,  22  April  1845. 

In  answer  to  your  letter  of  the  14th  instant,  I am  directed  by  the  Berwick  Harbour 
Commissioners  to  inform  you,  that  the  lighthouse  at  the  end  of  Berwick  Pier  was  erected 
by  the  Commissioners  and  paid  for  out  of  the  duties  collected  by  them  by  virtue  of  the 
48  Geo.  3,  c.  104,  and  is  supported  out  of  the  same  duties,  the  yearly  expense  upon  an 
average  of  the  three  last  years  being  101 1. 

No  dues  are  charged  for  the  lights. 

There  are  no  rules  or  regulations  for  the  lights,  buoys,  or  beacons  of  the  port. 

There  are  two  lights,  the  one  a harbour  light  of  a white  colour,  and  lighted  from  sunset 
to  sunrise,  and  the  other  a tide  light  (below  the  harbour  light)  of  a red  colour,  which  is 
lighted  when  there  is  10  feel  water  on  the  bar. 

I have,  &c. 

(signed)  Clem.  Pattison. 


Petitionof  Owners, 
&c.  of  Steam  Ship- 
ping, Liverpool. 


PETITIONS. 

TO  the  Honourable  the  Commons  of  the  United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland 
in  Parliament  assembled. 

The  Humble  PETITION  of  Owners  and  Others  connected  with  Steam  Shipping 
trading  to  and  from  the  Port  of  Liverpool, 

Sboweth, 

That  it  appears  to  them  that  the  impost  levied  under  the  denomination  of  lighthouse 
dues  is  most  especially  burthensome  to  the  proprietors  of  steam-vessels,  as  well  as  inju- 
rious to  the  general  interests  of  the  community  at  large,  because  that  whilst  it  is  ostensibly 
levied  for  the  maintenance  of  lights,  a large  proportion  is  applied  to  other  and  private 
objects. 

That  the  payments  of  lighthouse  dues  are  even  more  oppressive  than  formerly,  because 
whilst  the  rates  of  freight  and  passage  money  by  steamers  have  been  considerably  reduce  , 
of  which  the  public  have  the  benefit,  the  expenses  of  lights  on  these  vessels  remain  1 ie 
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That  your  petitioners  believe  that  the  sum  levied  for  lio-ht  dnm 
340,000 Z and  the  charge  for  maintaining  the  lights  to  140,00!/.,  thus  leaving  a surpks°!f  AppendIx‘ No*  ®5. 
200,000/.  for  other  purposes  than  the  maintenance  of  the  lights.  P T ~T~ 

That  the  collection  of  the  rates  is  particularly  oppressive  to  the  owner  nf  „ i t°i  °-1'  “arbour 
inasmuch  as  it  constantly  occnts  .ha?  many  SE  tM^p~[n  STS ly  S’ 

therefore  never  having  occasion  for  the  use  of  such  lights  although  obliged  to  pavfer 
them.  3 r y 

That,  whilst  the  navy  of  the  country  are  exempt  from  this  impost  although  they 
equally  participate  in  the  advantages  of  the  lights,  the  commercial  shipping  are  burthened 
with  an  impost  ol  which  a minor  proportion  only  is  required  for  the  purpose  of  keeoin.,  no 
of  the  lights.  Your  petitioners  therefore  respectfully  submit  that  it  appears  to  them  nniust 
that  the  commercial  shipping  alone  pay  for  the  benefits  which  are  en  joyed  by  the  nation 
at  large  in  the  protection  afforded  to  the  royal  navy.  J J * u 

Your  petitioners  also  respectfully  submil  that  every  burthen  imposed  on  industry  not 
only  impedes  its  development,  but  of  necessity  falls  on  the  consumer,  and  therefore  the 
sum  levied  for  lighthouse  dues,  although  paid  by  the  shipowners  in  the  first  instance  is  in 
fact  a tax  on  the  public  at  large.  ’ 

That  the  recommendations  of  a Select  Committee  of  your  Honourable  House  in  18*4. 
would  have  produced  very  considerable  relief  had  the  same  been  carried  into  execution 
That  your  petitioners  believe  that  a more  economical  management  of  the  coast  lights 
might  be  adopted,  and  their  efficiency  maintained  at  a much  less  cost  than  at  present,  by 
placing  all  the  lights  of  the  United  Kingdom  under  one  board  of  management,  responsible 
to  Parliament;  and  they  are  strongly  confirmed  in  this  opinion  by  the  Report  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  your  Honourable  House  on  Lighthouses  in  the  same  year  (1834),  in  which  it  is 
stated  that  “ the  difference  of  expense  of  maintenance  of  the  French  and  British  lio-hts  is 
so  great,  that  an  inquiry  ought  to  be  instituted  to  ascertain  whether  any  and  what  redaction 
of  expense  can  be  effected  in  our  lights.” 

Your  petitioners  therefore  humbly  pray  that  your  Honourable  House  will  take  the 
subject  into  your  consideration,  and  that  you  may  be  pleased  to  relieve  the  commer- 
cial and  steam  shipping  of  the  country,  by  having  the  cost  of  maintaining  the  light- 
houses defrayed  out  of  the  public  revenue,  or  adopt  such  other  measures  as  may  afford 
substantial  relief  to  your  petitioners,  and  to  the  British  shipping  generally,  from  the 
present  heavy  impost  of  light  dues.  J 


And  your  petitioners,  See.  &c. 


(Twenty-three  signatures.) 


TO  the  Honourable  the  Commons  of  the  United  Kingdom  of  Oreat  Britain  and  Ireland 
m Parliament  assembled. 

The  HumHe  PETm°N  of  the  undersigned  Shipowners  of  the  Town  of  South 
Shields,  and  of  Merchants  and  Others  carrying  on. Business  in  the  said  Town, 
Shewetb, 

SrItkTfimd“'S  f°r  l,gIltS  . lighthouses  around  the  shores  of  the  United  Kingdom 

That  10,1,  J £ - S , V p.  1 4 “ llome>  ,T1  coala  and  other  goods  carried  by  railways  - 

but  for  th!  nationL”lgan^  o?hShed  1°  j‘he  saf'ty  a“d  ad;aataga  of  merchant  ships, 

object  of  eeS  ihnithm  S'*  ‘ ‘V”1  comr.,b“‘l!  t0  “'oil-  support,  and  for  an 

oosatries,  L of Ve °“B  ‘ ,l“'  a5  in 

and  be'iSennder  fhe  m!?.?3’  a"d  ,0“?  fr<;fluen.tlJ’  occur,  % mistaking  one  light  for  another, 
and  i»^r  ft*  "'nt  °f  1 °f  B°”4  **•  w increase  the  expense; 

‘Whotetf  t™dpub!ieeSea  rirfb  P”?nt  °f  fV‘lem  “'S1'1  ba  obviated  by  placing 
Kimtifie  and  practical  knowledge1  l,°d“  “ GoTemmBlt  Boa,d’  combining  persons  ol 

■4«iSSS4eS>re  Fay  'hat  y°”r  H°n0uraWe  Ho"se  »iU  taka  this  important 

Geo.  Mitcalfe.  George  Morrison. 

Wm.  Marshall.  Thomas  Moffett. 

Rich.  H.  Bell.  Thos.  Young. 

Robert  Hodgson.  Jno.  Wright. 

James  Young.  Thos.  Adams. 

(And  118  other  signatures.) 


0-36. 
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II.— S C 0 T L A N D. 

ABERDEEN. 

STATEMENT  of  Light  Dues,  &c.  paid  by  the  Aberdeen  Steam  Navigation  Company  for  1844. 
Steam  Ships. 


City  of  London  - 
City  of  Aberdeen 
Duchess  of  Sutherland 
Ditto  - 

Duke  of  Wellington  - 
Ditto  - 

North  Star 


Tonnage. 

Expencc  of 
Lights 
per  voyage. 

Humher 
Buoyage 
per  Voyage. 

No.  of 
Vessels 
per  Ann. 

£.  s.  d. 
38  2 1 

£.  f.  d. 

12 

662 

34  9 7 

- 

24 

462 

24  11  3 

14 

462 

30  6 9 

- 

9 

335 

• 7 19  - 

- 18  6 

5 

335 

10  6 5 

9 

306 

9 8 10 

2 

To  and  From 


Aberdeen  & London 
Aberdeen  & London 
Aberdeen  & London 
Inverness  & London 
Aberdeen  & London 
Aberdeen  and  Hull 
Aberdeen  and  Hull 


— 

£.  5. 

d. 

457  5 

— 

839  10 

- 

343  17 

6 

273  ~ 

9 

89  15 

- 

101  4 

3 

20  ii 

Amount  of  Lights  paid  on  vessels  carrying  coals  to  above  vessels 
In  all  for  steamers  - 


Vessels  : 
Paragon  - 
Superior  - 
Florence  - 
"William  Hogarth 
Aberdonian 
London  - 


Sailing  Vessels. 


2,125  4 

7i  5 


Aberdeen,  24  May  1845. 


2,796  9 2 


126  4 9 
104  7 2 

93  - 2 

132  - 2 

127  18  4 
iso  18  11  , 

70+  9 6 
1,900  18  8 I 
William  Just,  Manager. 


Totalise, 

ic. 

per  Aaaja, 


STATEMENT  of  Light  Dues  paid  by  the  Aberdeen  Steam  Navigation  Company  for  Half-year  ending  June  1845- 


STEAM  EES. 

Tonnage. 

Expense  of 
Lights 
per  Voyage. 

Humber 
Buoy  Lights. 

Number 
of  Voyages. 

- 

- 

— 

- 

Aberdeen  and  London  Trac 

le  : 

£.  S. 

d. 

£.  s.  d. 

£. 

s.  d. 

£.  s.  d. 

£.  * i 

City  of  London  - 

722 

38  2 

1 

. 

13 

495 

7 l 

City  of  Aberdeen  - 

622 

34  19 

7 

- 

10 

349 

15  10 

Duchess  of  Sutherland  - 

462 

24  11 

3 

. 

2 

49 

2 6 

Duke  of  Wellington 

335 

17  19 

- 

8 

143 

12  - 

— 

— 

1,037  17  5 

Inverness  and  London  Trade  : 1 

Duchess  of  Sutherland  - 

| 462 

30  6 

9 

- ' 

9 

273  - 9 

42 

Aberdeen  and  Hull  Trade 

Luke  of  Wellington 

335 

10  6 

5 

- 18  6 

2 

22 

9 10 

North  Stnr  - 

306 

9 8 

10 

- 17  - 

4 

41 

3 4 

63  13  2 

AT.  B. The  steamers  on  the  Aberdeen  and  London,  and  Inverness  and  London  stations, 

consume  upon  an  average  about  180  tons  of  coal,  requiring  a vessel  of  about  120  tons 
(sometimes  from  Newcastle  and  sometimes  from  the  Frith  of  Forth)  say  average  4 d.  per 
ton  for  light  duties  per  voyage =2 1.  for  42  voyages  - 

The  returns  for  the  Company’s  sailing  vessels  are  not  quite  completed  for  half-year  end- 
ing June  last.  The  sum  paid  in  1844  was  704/.  gs.  6d.,  one  half  of  which  gives  - 
Giving  amount  of  light  dues  paid  by  the  Company  for  Six  months  ending  June  last 

Aberdeen  Steam  Navigation  Company’s  Office,  Aberdeen, 

30th  June  1845. 


William  Jutf,  Manage 
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LIGHTS  payable  on  Voyage  to  London 




Per  Ton. 

Per  Vessel. 

s.  d. 

s.  d. 

No.  1.  Fern  - 

— 

2.  Cocquet  - 

— 

g.  Tinmouth  - 

— 

1 - 

4.  Flamborough 

- _ s( 

— 

5.  Spurn  Shore 

- 

— 1 

(5.  Spurn  Floating 

- — -j 

— 

7.  Dudgeon  - 

- H 

— 

8.  Foulness  - 

9.  Haisborough  Sand 

- 

— 

10.  Winterton  and  Orford  - 

- ~i 

— 

11.  Haisborough  and  Newark 

- -t 

— 

12.  Cockle  Gatt- 

- H 

— 

13.  St.  Nicholas  Gatt  - - j 

- -j 

— 

14.  St.  Nicholas  Gatt  Buoys  j 

- H 

— 

15.  Lowestoft 

i 

16.  N.  E.  Shipwasli  - 

- "i 

17.  Harwich  - - - 

18.  Sunk  and  Galloper 



D.  Swin  Middle  « • 

- 

— 

E.  Maplin  - 

- - j 

— 

F.  Meuse  - 

- - j 

\ 

— 

Cork  Ledge  Light  - 

- -i 

\ 

— 

- 5 £ 

1 - 

♦The  charge  for  the  Nore  varies  according  to  the 


Custom  House,  Aberdeen, 
15  Way  1845. 


— 

Per  Ton. 

Per  Vessel. 

Local  Duties,  Nore  : ^ 

s.  d. 

s.  d. 

Vessels  500  tons  and  upwards 
Trinity  Buoyage  and  Beaconage 

- 4 

6 - 

- 

1 7 - 

Fairway  Buoys,  off  Holy  Island 

l 1 - 

Return  to  Aberdeen : 

- 6 g 

8 - 

Nos.  a,  3,5,6,  10,  17 
Fairway  Buoys 

- *£ 

1 - 
1 - 

Total  English  Lights  - - 

- St 

10  - 

Northern  Lights : 

Isle  of  May,  (No.  2.  ^ d.),  Bell 
Rock(No.  3.  id.), and  Girdle- 
ness  (No.  4.  £</.);  2d.  per  ton 

- 4 



Total  rate  of  Lights  payable-! 
on  a vessel  to  and  from  l 
London*  ...  - -J 

1 -1 

10  - 

tonnage  ; the  other  charges  are  alike  for  all  vessels. 


Alex.  Lyell. 


LIGHTS  from  and  to  Hull. 


LIGHTS  from  and  to  Newcastle — continued. 


— 

Per  Ton. 

Per  Vessel. 



Per  Ton. 

Per  Vessel. 

s.  d. 

Trinity  Lights : 

- ~-§ 

_ 

Nos.  2,  3 - 

- -t 

2.  Coquet  ... 

- ~t 

— 

3.  Tinmouth  - 

- -1 

1 - 

4 I'lamborough 

- ~t 

1- 



Fairway  Buoys,  is.- 

a - 

6.  Spurn  Floating 

- ~f 

— 

5 ~ i 

4 - 

To  Hull 

- 2 J 

1 - 

To  Frith  of  J 

orth: 

Return  Passage : 

No.  4.  Girdleness  - 

- -£ 

3.  Bell  Rock  - 

2.  Isle  of  May  - 

- -i 

- 3f 

2 - 

l.  Inchkeith  ... 

- -k 

Northern  Lights,  ad. 

- 4 

_ 

[ - 2 J per  ton ; and 

Fairway  Buoys,  is. 

- 

2 - 

1 2 o’,  per  vessel  under  100  tons; 

A.d.  per  vessel  100  tons  and  under  200  tons; 

- 7$ 

4 “ 

6d.  per  vessel  aoo  tons  and  upwards  ; 

From  and  to  Newcastle : 
Trinity  Lights: 

Aberdeen,  24  May  1845. 


The  same  returning. 

Northern  Lights,  Inverness  to  London  and  Back,  7 d.  per 
ton,  being  3 id.  each  passage. 

Trinity  Lights  8 £ d.  per  ton,  and  8 5.  per  vessel. 
Fairway  Buoys  - * - as.  per  vessel. 

William  Just,  Manager. 
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ARBROATH. 


REPORT  by  the  Treasurer  or  Boxmaster  of  the  Seaman’s  Fraternity  of  Arbroath. 


The  Treasurer  of  the  Seaman’s  Fraternity  begs  to  report,  that  the 

income  1 

from  the  pier  light  at  the  entrance  of  the  harbour  of  Arbroath,  for  the 

year  j 

£. 

d. 

1834,  was  - --  --  --  - 

- 

- 

- 

26 

6 

Less, 

Commission  collecting  ----- 

- £.  1 

6 

4 

Oil  and  repairs,  &c.  ------ 

1 

14 

6 

— 

! 

3 

~ 

10 

£.  | 

23 

5 

2 

For  the  year  1835  ------- 

- 

- 

. 

29 

6 

n 

Less, 

Commission  ------- 

- £.  1 

9 

4 

Oil  and  repairs,  &c.  ------ 

1 

9 

9 

* 

— 

2 

19 

1 

£. 

26 

7 

For  the  year  1836  -------- 

- 

_ 

36 

5 

5 

Less, 

Commission  ------ 

- £.  1 

16 

3 

Oil  and  repairs,  &c.  ------ 

1 

7 

io| 

— 

— 

1 

3 

4 

i! 

£. 

33 

1 

H 

For  the  year  1837,  less  commission  - 

_ 

_ 

, 

I 32 

12 

G 

Deduct, 

Oil,  repairs,  &c.  ------- 

- 

- 

1 

4 

6J 

£. 

31 

7 111 

For  the  year  1838  ------- 

. 

_ 

. 

35 

3 

2 1 

Less, 

Commission  ------- 

- £.  1 

15 

2 

Oil,  See. 

2 

6 

n 

— 

— 

— 

4 

1 

31 

£. 

31 

1 

11 

For  the  year  1839,  up  to  15th  October,  less  commission  - 

- 

_ 

38 

16 

7 

Deduct, 

Oil,  Sec.  - • - 

- 

- 

3 

5 

2| 

£. 

25 

LI 

4| 

On.  the  loth  October  1839,  the  Harbour  Commissioners  of  Arbroath,  under  their  Act  of 
Parliament,  acquired  right  to  the  lighthouse,  and  since  then  the  Fraternity  have  received  no 
pier  dues. 

The  Fraternity  of  Seamen  is  a charitable  institution  for  the  benefit  of  the  widows  of 
deceased  members,  and  the  whole  funds  above  mentioned,  as  well  as  their  other  ordinary 
revenue,  are  applied  in  charity.  The  treasurer  has  no  means  of  knowing  anything  about 
the  income  and  expenditure  of  the  pier  lights  subsequent  to  15th  October  1839,  but  the 
clerk  to  the  Harbour  Commissioners  will  be  able  to  afford  the  requested  information. 

Humbly  reported  by 

(signed)  George  Kidd, 

Treasurer  to  the  Seaman’s  Fraternity. 


PriHted  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


SELECT  COMMITTEE  ON  LIGHTHOUSES, 


ARDROSSAN. 

Sir,  . . Harbour-office,  Ardrossan,  16  April  1845. 

I have  bad  the  honour  of  receiving  a communication  from  Mr.  Hume,  requesting  me  to 

Sare  a return  to  certain  queries  relative  to  the  Ardrossan  Harbour  lights,  which  I com  ply 
as  under : 1 1 

There  are  two  leading  lights : — Red,  with  dioptric  belts,  and  fixed. 

Erected,  one  on  the  point  of  the  Outer  Breakwater,  the  other  on  the  point  of  the  inner 
pier,  at  the  expense  of  the  proprietor  (Lord  Eglintoun),  by  me,  and  with  the  sanction  of 
the  engineer  to  the  Commissioners  of  Northern  Lights. 

Supported  by  Lord  Eglintoun,  at  annual  expense  of  80Z. 

There  are  no  dues  charged  on  the  shipping  for  their  support.  For  the  first  year  after 
they  were  erected  a rate  of  one  farthing  per  ton  register  for  their  use,  and  the  support  of 
gas  lamps  along  the  whole  quays  was  imposed,  but  it  was  found  so  objectionable  by  the 
shipowners  that  it  was  abandoned.  J 

I transmit  enclosed  instructions  to  mariners  as  to  lights  and  buoys,  for  entering  the 
harbour.  5 

I am,  &c. 

_ (signed)  James  Moffat, 

George  Dyson,  Esq.  &c.  8cc.  Engineer  and  Superintendent. 


Notice  to  Mariners. 

The  Proprietor  of  Ardrossan  Harbour  hereby  gives  notice,  that  there  are  two  fixed  Red 
lights  exhibited,  one  on  the  northern  end  of  the  Breakwater,  and  the  inner  one  on  N.E. 
end  of  the  quay  of  the  inner  harbour,  bearing  from  each  other  E.  & N.  and  W.  J S. 
respectively.  These  lights  show  all  round,  and  are  lighted  from  sunset  till  sunrise. 
They  are  visible  at  about  a four-mile  range,  and  for  the  safe  approach,  they  should  be  kept 
in  one  line.  The  lower  light  is  elevated  about  28  feet  above  half-tide  level,  and  the  inner 
one  36  feet. 

On  losing  the  Cumbray  (fixed  and  bright)  Light,  which  you  do  on  the  bearing  of 
h.  | E.  with  the  Ardrossan  lights  in  one,  a vessel  is  about  2§  miles  of  the  port.  On  near- 
ing the  outer  light,  a berth  of  a ship’s  length  must  be  given  on  the  starboard  hand, 
thereby  opening  the  inner  light  to  the  northward  ; and  the  inner  one  must  be  kept  close 
on  board,  taking  care  to  luff  sharp  up,  leaving  it  also  on  the  starboard  hand,  whereby  a 
vessel  instantly  secures  smooth  water  and  snug  berthing. 

A red  can  buoy  marks  the  northern  side  of  the  channel  by  day,  which  is  on  the  West 
Grman  Rock,  and  a perch  on  the  Grinan,  both  to  be  kept  on  the  larboard  hand. 


AYR. 

1-  Aye.  Harbour  lights  are  placed  upon  the  larboard  hand  in  entering  the  harbour.  They 
are  three  in  number,  and  stationary.  They  each  consist  of  a refracting  belt  or  zone,  capable 
1 ' “m!natlnS  9°°  °f  the  horizon,  placed  in  front  of  a large  argand  burner  lighted  with  ^as  ; 
attached  to  the  frnme  of  each  zone  by  means  of  a sliding  fixture  is  a small  spherical 
reflector,  which  helps  to  assist  the  effect  of  the  zone  by  sending  the  light  which  would 
otherwise  escape  uselessly  at  the  back  through  the  flame  again,  so  as  finally  to  pass 
through  the  zone.  Two  of  them  are  exhibited  throughout  the  night  from  the  same  building, 
a. large  tower  of  masonry,  for  the  direction  of  vessels  in  the  bay.  The  upper  of  these  two 
ignts  has  a star-like  appearance,  and  maybe  seen  at  the  distance  of  four  leagues;  but  the 
other,  being  tinged  with  red  colour,  is  seen  at  three  leagues  only,  or  at  lesser  distances  if 
e atmosphere  be  foggy.  The  third,  or  tide-light,  which  is  of  a star-like  appearance,  is  only 
exhibited  while  there  are  eight  feet  water  upon  the  bar;  and  being  lower  than  the  others, 
s seen  at  the  distance  of  three  leagues,  or  at  lesser  distances  in  foggy  weather.  This 
*git  is  placed  in  a cast  metal  erection,  nearer  the  entrance  to  the  harbour.  When  these 
h 'w  1 w are  seen  'n  one  ^ne»  they  bear  from  one  another  S.E.  by  E.  \ E.,  and  N.W. 
y • 3 W.,  and  are  leading  lights  for  entering  the  harbour. 

1 j’  ^bese  lights  are  all  erected  at  the  harbour  under  authority  of  tile  trustees  appointed 
harbour  f ^our  Act’  5 & 6 Will.  4,  c.  79,  and  erected  wholly  at  the  expense  of  the 

am  ®uPPorled  wholly  out  of  the  funds  of  the  harbour.  Iu  1842  the  yearly  expense 
tliK°UD  1 t0  412  ^ 10c^- » 1^43  to  1 84  9s.  5 d.,  and  in  1844  t0  48  £.  6d. 1 But 

chiefT^  a^e  exP^nditure,  which  took  place  especially  in  the  first  two  years,  was  incurred 
was  erec^on  of  new  lighthouses,  procuring  new  apparatus  and  lights,  introducing 

lights^0  ^UCS  W^atever  are  obarged  upon  the  shipping  resorting  to  the  harbour  for  these 

5-  There  are  no  rules  nor  regulations  for  the  lights,  buoys,  or  beacons  of  the  port. 

A (signed)  D.  Wihon,  Clerk. 

AJr,23  April  1845.  * 
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BURNTISLAND. 

There  is  one  lighthouse,  with  two  burners,  and  lighted  with  oil.  It  is  situated  on  dle 
east  side  of  the  entrance  to  the  harbour,  and  erected  by  the  magistrates  and  town  council 
about  the  year  1793;  the  right  of  collecting  the  dues  was  at  that  period,  and  previous  to 
that,  vested  in  the  magistrates  and  town  council,  as  acting  for  the  community  of  the  burgh. 
About  the  year  1795  it  was  given  over  to  the  trustees  for  allocating  the  statute  labour  for 
the  district  of  Kirkcaldy  by  the  then  magistrates  and  council,  but  it  does  not  appear  frora 
the  treasurer’s  accounts"  that  they  received  any  price  from  the  trustees  for  so  doing.  It 
has  been  kept  up  by  the  trustees  since  1795,  and  embodied  in  the  different  Ferry  Acts 
since  that  date.  . . , . . , . 

The  lighthouse,  and  the  keeping  of  it  up,  is  supported  from  a charge  of  one  farthing  on 
the  register  tonnage  from  all  vessels  entering  the  port  or  harbour.  The  average  amount 
received  yearly  for  the  last  three  years  is  about  16/.  12s.  4 d.  sterling.  The  expense  for  oil, 
cotton,  and  a person  attending  the  lighthouse,  amounts,  011  the  average  for  tne  last  three 
years,  to  about  16/.  10s. ; in  that  case  it  hardly  pays  itself;  and  the  present  lighthouse  is 
in  a very  defective  state,  and  would  require  to  be  rebuilt. 

Certified  by 

Burntisland,  23  April  1845.  Jos.  Hutchison,  Town  Clerk. 


CAITHNESS. 

Extract  from  a Report  of  a Committee  of  Four  of  the  Elder  Brethren  of  the  Trinity 

House,  London,  appointed  to  visit  the  Coast  of  Caithness,  for  the  purpose  of  examining 

the  proposed  sites  for  a Lighthouse  upon  that  Coast;  dated  13  September  1844. 

The  committee  having  examined  the  various  stations  proposed  for  a light  on  the  coast 
of  Caithness,  and  having  attentively  perused  and  considered  the  report  of  Mr.  Alan  Steven- 
son, with  the  applications,  memorials,  and  opinions  thereto  appended,  are  unanimously  of 
opinion  that  Noss  Head  affords  the  most  eligible  site  for  the  erection  of  a lighthouse  for 
(he  guidance  and  direction  of  ships  and  vessels  passing  to  or  from  the  coasts  of  Scotland 
or  tine  Baltic,  through  the  Pentlnnd  Frith: 

First,  Because  Noss  Head  possesses  the  advantage  of  being  the  easternmost  projecting 
headland  on  the  coast,  and  is  bold  and  steep  too. 

Second,  Because,  a light  exhibited  from  thence  will  not  only  guide  the  mariner  into  the 
safe  and  capacious  anchorage  in  Sinclair’s  Bay  during  westerly  winds,  but  will  point  out 
with  certainty  the  turning  point  through  the  Frith,  viz.  Duncansby  Head. 

Third,  Because  a light  from  a tower  on  this  headland  will,  at  an  elevation  of  70  feet, 
diffuse  light  over  190°  of  the  horizon,  independent  of  100°  into  Sinclair’s  Bay;  and  by 
being  kept  in  sight  by  vessels  south  of  Sarclet,  will  prevent  their  being  embayed  between 
that  neadland  and  Tarbetness,  in  which  bay  there  is  no  place  of  trade  or  refuge  of  sufficient 
importance  to  call  for  a light. 

The  committee  agree  with  the  report  before-mentioned,  that  the  only  advantage  possessed 
by  Cleeness  for  a lighthouse  station  would  be  equally  to  divide  the  light  between  Tarbet- 
ness and  the  Skerries  ; but  as  a general  benefit  to  the  trade,  a light  so  placed  would  be 
comparatively  useless.  The  same  observation  will  apply,  though  in  a muck  less  degree,  to 
the  station  proposed  on  Sarclet  Head,  as  from  thence  the  coast  trends  to  the  N.  E.,  and 
being  seven  miles  from  the  place  of  danger,  could  not  be  of  that  general  use  to  the  trade 
that  a light  would  be  if  placed  on  Noss  Head.  The  proposed  stations  on  either  side  of  the 
harbour  of  Wick  the  committee  consider  purely  local,  and  in  no  way  suitable  lor  the  erection 
of  a general  coast  light. 

(A  true  Copy.) 

Trinity  House,  London,  26  June  1845.  (signed)  J.  Herbert,  Secretary. 


DUNDEE. 

RETURN  of  the  Income  and  Expenditure  for  Lights,  Beacons,  and  Buoys,  in  the 
Port  of  Dundee  and  the  Frith  of  Tay,  belonging  to  the  Corporation  of  the  Fraternity  01 
Masters  and  Seamen  in  Dundee,  from  the  Year  1834  to  1844,  both  inclusive. 


For  1834 : £.  s.  d. 

Income  1,247  10  1 J 

Expenditure  - 428  8 1 

For  1836:  £•  s'  A 

Income  - 1,798  5 $ 

Expenditure  - 385  10 

Excess  of  Income  - £.819  2 -J 

Excess  of  Income  - £.1,312  10 

For  1835: 

Income  - 1,339  7 6 

Expenditure  - 620  7 9 ' 

For  1837 : „ _ 1 

Income  - - - - 1»528  ‘ 

Expenditure  - 502 . 

Excess  of  Income  - £.718  19  9 

Excess  of  Income  -^£^L026^13^^^ 
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For  1838 : 

£. 

S. 

d. 

Income  - 

- 1,274 

18 

4 & 

Expenditure  - 

863 

15 

5i 

Excess  of  Income 

- £.411 

2 

11 

For  1839: 

— 

— 

Income  - 

- 1,700 

9 

Expenditure 

- 915 

16 

1 

Excess  of  Income 

- £.784 

12 

Hi 

For  1840 : 

— 

Income  - 

- 1,226 

13 

6 

Expenditure 

- 785 

6 

3f 

Excess  of  Income 

- £.  441 

7 

For  1841 : 

— 

— 

Income  - 

- 1,469 

12 

6 

Expenditure  - 

874 

15 

6 

Excess  of  Income 

- £.  594 

17 

- 

For  1842 : 

£. 

s. 

d. 

Income  - 

- 1,300 

1 

3 l 

Expenditure 

561 

2 

n 

Excess  of  Income 

- £.  738 

18 

8 

For  1843 : 

Income  - 

- 1,474 

15 

5 

Expenditure 

- 559 

10 

4 

Excess  of  Income 

- £.  915 

~ 

1 

For  1844 : 

Income  - 

- 1,704 

17 

4 

Expenditure 

710 

1 

Excess  of  Income 

- £. 994 

12 

How  applied. 

Out  of  the  revenue  accruing  to  the  Fraternity  of  Masters  and  Seamen  in  Dundee,  partly 
from  the  lights  of  Tay,  as  above  stated,  and  partly  from  the  several  heritable  estates  and 
properties  belonging  to  them,  they  have  paid  to  their  regular  pensioners  on  their  fund,  for 
the  years  before  mentioned,  besides  casual  charities  to  poor  and  indigent  parties,  and  sub- 
scriptions to  the  public  charitable  institutions,  the  following  sums,  viz. : — 


£.  s. 

d. 

£.  s.  d. 

1834 

- 

- 

- 1,323  12 

6 

1840 

- 

- 

- 

- 1,664  10  - 

1835 

- 

- 

- 

- 1,345  5 

- I 

1841 

- 

- 

- 

- 1,344  12  - 

1836 

- 1,421  5 

1837 

_ 

. 

_ 

- 1,557  - 

_ 

1842 

“ 

- 

- 

- 1,412  10 

1838 

_ 

. 

_ 

- 1,610  - 

_ 

1843 

" 

" 

- 1,359  10  - 

1839 

- 

- 

- 1,676  - 

“ 

1844 

- 

- 1,363  0 - 

These  sums  greatly  exceed  the  excess  of  the  light-dues,  and  of  course  are  partly  drawn 
from  the  other  sources  of  revenue  derived  from  heritable  property,  8tc.  belonging  to  the 
incorporation. 

The  parties  directly  receiving  the  relief  from  the  incorporation  amount  to  115  in  number, 
but  each  family  may  be  estimated  as  averaging  five;  so  that,  indirectly,  about  600  people 
derive  benefit  from  the  above  payments. 

By  what  Authority  applied. 

The  shipmasters  and  seamen  who  have  their  residence  in  the  burgh  of  Dundee  have  from 
tune  immemorial  been  united  into  a society  known  by  the  name  of  “ The  Fraternity  of 
■Masters  and  Seamen  in  Dundee,”  and  by  that  name  have  been  acknowledged  in  several  Acts 
of  the  Privy  Council  of  Scotland,  particularly  in  one  dated  the  24th  day  of  February  1687, 
granting  warrant  to  and  allowing  the  said  society  to  erect  lights  and  beacons  at  the  entry  of 
the  River  and  Frith  of  Tay,  and  to  levy  and  exact,  on  account  of  these  lights,  a duty  of 
12  pennies  Scots,  or  one  penny  sterling,  for  every  ton  of  all  the  ships  or  other  vessels  either 
going  out  or  coming  into  the  River  and  Fritli  of  Tay,  between  Fifeness  and  the  Redhead 
inclusive,  and  to  levy  and  exact  the  double  of  the  said  duty  from  foreigners.  Subse- 
quently the  Fraternity  obtained  a Royal  Charter  from  his  late  Majesty  George  3,  dated 
19th  September  1774,  containing  all  the  usual  clauses,  and  in  particular  confirming  the 
powers  conferred  upon  them  by  the  foresaid  Act  of  the  Privy  Council.  By  the  immemorial 
practice  ol  the  Fraternity,  the  free  yearly  produce  of  the  society’s  estates  and  funds,  after 
Pp'ment  of  all  necessary  charges,  are  payable  for  the  relief  of  decayed  or  reduced  members 
. . society,  and  their  widows,  and  to  the  children  and  grandchildren  of  decayed  members 
jn  indigent  circumstances ; and  the  said  Royal  Charter  contains  a direction  to  the  like  effect 
he  authority  for  paying  the  excess  of  revenue  is  in  these  terms : “ And  we  order,  direct, 
an°  aPpoint,  that  it  shall  not  be  in  the  power  of  the  boxmaster  and  members  of  the  said 
corporation,  or  their  successors,  to  lay  out  any  more  or  larger  sum  or  sums  of  money 
m charity,  within  the  year,  than  what  the  clear  and  free  yearly  produce  and  income  of  the 
estates  and  securities  belonging  to  the  said  corporation,  and  of  the  current  collections, 
subscriptions,  and  benefactions  for  such  year  shall  (after  every  deduction  out  of  the  same) 
ave  yielded  and  produced,  together  with  the  savings  of  preceding  years,  so  far  as  shall 
appear  necessary  for  the  charitable  purposes  of  the  society  : and  that  the  estates  and  capital 
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Appendix,  No.  66.  sums  which  compose  the  funds  of  the  said^  corporation,  shall  for  ever  hereafter  remain 

^ entire  and  untouched  for  the  behoof  thereof ; and  that  the  distribution  of  the  said  clear 

Local  or  Harbour  yearly  produce  and  income  shall  be  confined  to  and  made  only  amongst  decayed  and 
Lights  in  Scotland,  reduced  members  of  the  said  society  and  their  widows,  and  to  the  children  and  o-rand- 

children  of  decayed  members  in  indigent  circumstances,  preferably  to  any  others,  and  in  the 

order  of  preference  above  set  down ; and  failing  any  such,  to  indigent  brothers  and  sisters  of 
any  deceased  member  of  the  society,  and  to  their  children,  in  the  same  order.” 

Orders  or  Regulations  issued  since  1834. 

Any  orders  or  regulations  respecting  the  lighthouses  are  mere  directions  to  the  different 
lightkeepers  for  their  government,  and  in  order  to  maintain  the  lights  in  the  most  perfect 
state  of  efficiency,  as  reported  on  annually  by  the  engineers  for  the  Northern  Lights  of 
Edinburgh,  but  ao  not  appear  to  be  of  any  general  importance. 

Extracted  from  the  Records  of  the  Incorporation,  and  certified  by 

J.A.  M'JEioen,  Clerk. 


DUNDEE. 


MEMORIAL  for  the  Fraternity  of  Masters  and  Seamen  of  Dundee,  incorporated 
by  Royal  Charter. 


Charter,  19  Sept. 
1774. 


Vide  pp.  12, 
A to  B. 


13, 


THE  Fraternity  of  Masters  and  Seamen  in  Dundee  was  known  and  recognised  as  a body 
corporate  early  in  the  seventeenth  century.  Their  original  constitution  cannot  now  be 
traced,  because  their  records  were  unfortunately  destroyed  along  with  those  of  the  other 
public  bodies  in  the  town  of  Dundee,  when  it  was  burnea  by  General  Monk  in  the  time  of 
the  Commonwealth ; but  from  the  year  immediately  subsequent  to  that  calamity  their  records 
do  exist,  which  prove  that  they  then  enjoyed  a corporate  existence,  and  were  then  in  the  pos- 
session of  corporate  privileges.  These  privileges  were  not  enjoyed  without  the  Corporation 
having  certain  duties  to  perform ; one  of  which  was  to  provide  for  the  poor  and  decayed,  or 
destitute,  members  of  the  body.  This  appears  from  the  narrative  of  letters  of  arrestment  at 
the  instance  of  their  boxmaster,  dated  so  far  back  as  the  year  1609. 

Upon  the  24th  February  1687,  the  Privy  Council  of  Scotland  granted  to  them  as  a body 
corporate,  and  to  their  office  bearers,  the  right  of  exacting  a tax  or  duty  from  every  vessel 
entering  the  River  Tay,  in  the  name  of  light-money,  under  the  burden  of  their  maintaining 
the  necessary  lighthouses  and  beacons.  The  original  Act  of  the  Privy  Council  has  not  been 
preserved,  but  it  is  recited  and  referred  to  in  a subsequent  Act  of  the  Privy  Council,  in 
favour  of  the  Fraternity,  recommending  to  the  different  judges  ordinary  to  enforce  the 
payment  alluded  to,  and  give  heavy  expenses  in  favour  of  the  Fraternity.  This  last  Act 
is  dated  1691,  and  the  preamble  of  it  is  in  the  following  terms:  “ Att  Edinburgh  the 
fyftein  day  of  December  1691,  anent  the  Petitione  given  in  to  the  Lords  of  their  Majesties 
Privy  Councill  be  Thomas  Wobster,  present  Boxmaster  to  the  Fraternity  of  Seamen  in 
Dundee,  for  himself,  and  in  name  of  the  masters  and  seamen  in  that  burgh,  shewing  that 
the  said  Lords  did,  upon  a representation  made  to  their  Lordships  by  the  said  masters  and 
seamen  of  Dundee  and  Tay,  ffor  the  reasones  and  considerationes  therein  mentioned,  by 
their  Act  of  date  the  24th  day  of  February  1687,  granted  warrand  and  allowance  to 
the  said  Fraternity  of  Masters  and  Seamen  to  erect  lights  and  beacons  upon  the  River 
and  ffirth  of  Tay,  impowering  and  authorizing  them,  their  boxmaster  or  boxmasters, 
to  exact  and  uplift,  upon  the  account  of  the  said  lights,  twelve  pennies  Scots  each  voyage, 
for  each  tunne,  in  outgoing  and  incoming,  ffor  all  the  ships,  barks,  or  other  vessels 
coming  into  the  said  Firth  or  River  of  Tay ; viz.  betwixt  Fifeness  (the  eastern  point  of 
Fifeshire)  and  Redhead  (a  point  to  the  north  of  Arbroath)  enclusive.” 

The  Fraternity  ever  since  this  Act  have  accordingly  managed  the  lights  upon  the  river, 
and  collected  the  corresponding  duties  from  the  shipping  entering  or  passing  out  of  the 
river,  the  proceeds  of  which  were  merged  in  their  general  funds,  and  applied  in  maintaining 
the  lights  and  buoys,  and  in  payments  to  the  poor  members  of  their  body. 

Their  present  constitution  is  fixed  by  Royal  Charter  of  his  late  Majesty  George  3,  dated 
19th  September  1774,  which  recognizes  several  Acts  of  the  Privy  Council  in  favour  of  the 
body ; and  in  particular  the  Act  of  24th  February  1687 ; and  re-enacts  in  the  same  terms 
the  clause  above  quoted,  as  to  erecting  lights  upon  the  river,  and  exacting  duties  upon  the 
tonnage  of  vessels  coming  in  or  going  out  of  the  River  Tay,  between  Fifeness  and  the  Read- 
head,  inclusive.  A copy  of  the  Charter  is  herewith  laid  before  counsel. 

As  already  said,  by  the  immemorial  practice  of  the  Fraternity,  the  free  yearly  produce  of 
their  estates  and  funds  arising  either  from  collection  of  light  duties  and  entry  monies,  or 
otherwise,  after  defraying  all  necessary  outlay,  are  payable  for  the  relief'  of  decayed 
or  reduced  members  of  the  society,  and  their  widows,  and  to  the  children  or  grand- 
children of  decayed  members  in  indigent  circumstances : and  their  Charter  contains  an 
express  direction  to  that  effect,  as  follows:  “And  we  order,  direct,  and  appoint,  that 
it  shall  not  be  in  the  power  of  the  boxmaster  and  members  of  the  said  Corporation,  or  their 
successors,  to  lay  out  any  more  or  larger  sum  or  sums  of  money  in  charity  within  the  year 
than  what  the  clear  and  free  yearly  produce  and  income  of  the  estates  and  securities 
belonging  to  the  said  Corporation,  and  of  the  current  collections,  subscriptions,  and  benefac- 
tions for  such  year,  shall  (after  every  deduction  out  of  the  same)  have  yielded  and  produced, 
together  with  the  savings  of  preceding  years,  as  far  as  shall  appear  necessary  for  the 

r charitable 
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charitable  purposes  of  the  society : and  that  the  estates  and  capital  sums  which  compose  Appendix  No.  66. 

the  funds  of  the  said  corporation,  shall  for  ever  hereafter  remain  entire  and  untouched  for  1 !_ 

the  behoof  thereof ; and  that  the  distribution  of  the  said  clear  yearly  produce  and  Local  or  Harbour 
income  shall  be  confined  to  and  made  only  amongst  decayed  and  reduced  members  of  the  Lights  in  Scotland. 

said  Society  and  their  widows,  and  to  the  children  and  grandchildren  of  decayed  members  

in  indigent  circumstances,  preferably  to  any  others,  and  in  the  order  of  preference  above  set 
down, "and  failing  any  such,  to  indigent  brothers  and  sisters  of  any  deceased  member  of  the 
Society,  and  to  their  children,  in  the  same  order.” 

About  the  time  when  the  Act  of  the  Privy  Council  was  granted,  now  nearly  160  years 
ago,  it  would  appear  only  two  lights  or  fire-beacons  were  erected  on  the  north  side  of  the 
River  Tay,  near  its  embouchure,  at  a place  called  Buddow-ness.  Subsequently,  two  proper 
lighthouses  were  erected  at  this  point ; and  about  60  years  ago  another  new  or  high  light- 
house was  erected,  and  some  time  after  a second  new  one.  Further,  about  20  or  25  years 
ago,  the  Fraternity  erected  other  two  lighthouses  higher  up,  and  upon  the  south  bank  of  the 
river ; and  they  have  also  placed  numerous  buoys  for  the  guidance  of  vessels  into  the  fairway 
or  navigable  tract  of  the  river. 

Counsel  is  referred  to  the  terms  of  the  Charter  conferring  the  power  of  exaction  of  the 
light  duties ; and  it  is  proper  to  add,  that  although  by  the  Act  of  the  Privy  Council,  and 
Charter,  the  memorialists  have  right  to  exact  a penny  a ton  both  on  the  outward  and  home- 
ward voyage,  the  sum  they  have  been  in  the  practice  of  exacting  is  only  one  penny  and 
four-twentieths  of  a penny  per  register  ton  on  both  voyages  inclusive,  and  the  duty  is  only 
exacted  on  vessels  entering  or  going  out  of  the  Fiver  Tay  above  the  lighthouses  at  Buddow- 
ness,  and  not  for  ports  between  Fifeness  and  the  Redhead,  although  authorized  by  the 
Charter. 

At  the  date  of  the  erection  of  the  Buddow-ness  Lighthouse,  and  for  many  years  afterwards, 
the  revenue  derived  from  the  dues  did  not  meet  the  expenditure but  as  the  members  of 
the  Corporation  were  all  interested  in  the  navigation,  these  lights  were  kept  up  out  of  the 
general  funds  and  private  contributions  of  the  members. 

During  the  last  30  years  the  trade  of  the  port  has  increased  to  a very  great  extent,  and 
consequently  the  light  dues  have  increased,  and  for  the  last  10  years  there  has,  on  an  average, 
been  upwards  of  800  l.  sterling  of  surplus  revenue  after  meeting  the  expenditure  of  the  lights, 
beacons  and  buoys ; but  this  surplus  arises  in  a great  measure  from  the  members  of  the 
Corporation  giving  their  gratuitous  services  in  the  laying  down  and  replacing  the  buoys, 
and  surveying  the  lights.  In  performing  these  duties  they  require  to  keep  a yacht,  with 
which  almost  weekly  visits  are  paid  to  the  buoys  and  lights,  about  13  miles  distant,  with  the 
view  of  inspecting  them  ; on  which  occasion  the  vessel  is  manned  by  the  members  of  the 
body,  who  are  all  nautical  men.  This  is  done  free  of  expense ; and  the  head  officer  of  the 
body,  who  superintends  all  their  operations,  confers  his  services  gratuitously,  as  also  do  the 
other  office-bearers  of  the  body.  Were  it  not  for  this,  and  were  all  the  parties  paid  at  the 
ordinary  rates  applicable  to  persons  serving  the  public,  there  would  be  little  surplus  01 
revenue  arising  from  the  light  duties. 

The  Fraternity  have  no  accumulation  of  income  or  funds  in  their  hands,  but  have  uniformly 
expended  their  whole  annual  revenue  to  the  amount  of  about  1,400 1,  whether  deriveable  from 
the  light  duties  or  their  private  resources,  as  directed  by  their  Charter,  upon  the  poor  and  de- 
cayed members  and  their  widows  and  children.  The  Charter  limits  the  sources  of  the  charity 
thus,  “ The  clear  and  free  yearly  produce  and  income  of  the  estates  and  securities  belonging 
to  the  said  Incorporation,  and  of  the  current  collections,  subscriptions  and  benefactions  for 
such  year  shall  (after  every  deduction  out  of  the  sums)  have  yielded  and  produced,”  &c. 

The  light  duties  in  question  are  the  only  duties  collected  by  the  Fraternity,  and  so  appear 
to  he  distinctly  pointed  out  by  the  term  “ current  collection,”  and  hitherto  no  doubt  on  the 
point  was  ever  raised.  But  the  question  now  having  been  started  whether  the  Corporation 
can  legally  devote  the  surplus  arising  from  the  light  duties  in  this  manner,  they  think  fit  to 
take  the  opinion  of  counsel  on  the  point ; counsel  will  therefore  be  so  good  as  consider 
whether  in  the  circumstances  stated,  and  under  the  terms  of  the  Charter,  they  are  legally 
entitled  so  to  dispose  of  their  funds. 

Opinion. 


We  are  of  opinion  (having  reference  to  the  terms  of  the  Royal  Charter  and  immemorial 
practice),  that  the  Corporation  of  “ The  Fraternity  of  Masters  and  Seamen  in  Dundee,”  are 
legally  entitled  to  merge  the  whole  annual  revenue  derived  from  the  light  duties  into  the 
general  revenue  of  the  Corporation,  and  after  providing  for  the  erecting  and  keeping  up 
proper  lights  and  beacons  upon  the  River  and  Firth  of  Tay,  to  apply  the  surplus  annual 
income  to  the  charitable  purposes  prescribed  by  the  Charter. 

By  the  Royal  Charter  ana  Acts  of  the  Privy  Council  thereby  ratified,  the  memorialists 
are  authorized  to  levy  a specific  duty,  “ of  twelve  pennies  Scots,  or  one  penny  sterling,  for 
every  ton  of  all  the  ships  or  other  vessels  either  going  out  or  coming  into  the  River  and 
Firth  ofTay,  between  Fifeness  and  the  Redhead  inclusive,”  and  “ double  of  the  said  duty 
from  foreigners.”  The  Charter,  no  doubt,  bears  that  this  duty  is  to  be  exacted  “ on  account 
of  these  lights hut  even  if  the  meaning  of  these  words  would  have  been  otherwise 
doubtful,  the  practice  must  be  held  to  have  explained  them  to  be  merely  descriptive  of  the 
particular  accommodation  in  consideration  of  affording  which  the  Society  (which  previously 
existed  for  charitable  purposes)  was  authorized  to  levy  this  duty  as  part  of  its  general 

revenue. 

The  Charter  provides  that  it  shall  not  be  in  the  power  of  the  Corporation*'  to  lay  out  any 
more  or  larger  sum  or  sums  of  money  in  charity  within  the  year  than  what  the  cleai  an  ree 
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Appendix,  No.  66.  yearly  produce  and  income  of  the  estates  and  securities  belonging  to  the  said  Como  ■ r 

and  of  the  current  collections,  subscriptions  and  benefactions  for  such  year,  shall  r f°n' 

Local  or  Harbour  every  deduction  out  of  the  same)  have  j'ielded  and  produced,  Together  with  the  saving  r 
Lights  in  Scotland,  preceding  years,  so  far  as  shall  appear  necessary  for  the  charitable  purposes  of  the  socief  ° 
The  only  doubt  which  appears  to  us  capable  of  being  raised,  as  to  the  interpretatk/'  e 
this  clause,  would  be,  whether  the  words  “ income  of  the  estates  and  securities  ” be  li  "t  ^ 
to  the  income  of  the  invested  capital,  and  the  words  “ current  collections  ” to  collect' * 
from  members,  or  voluntary  contributions  intended  expressly  for  charitable  purposes  3 
on  lull  consideration  of  the  clause,  in  connexion  with  the  subsequent  clause  as  to  making  ^ 
an  annual  account  of  the  “ estates,  funds,  receipts,  and  outgoings,”  (which  clearly  embrac^ 
the  whole  income  and  expenditure),  and  with  the  whole  other  clauses  of  the  Charter  a ^ 
the  immemorial  practice,  we  think  it  must  be  held  that  the  clause  applies  to  the  whole*  s 
plus  income  of  the  Corporation,  from  whatever  source  derived,  “ after  every  deduction  outof 
the  same,”  including  the  necessary  deduction  for  providing  and  keeping  up  the  lio-hts  and 
beacons.  0 

There  is  no  other  provision  made  for  disposing  of  the  surplus  revenue  of  the  Corporation 
and  no  provision  that  the  Corporation  shall,  in  any  event,  be  bound  to  diminish  the  dutv 
leviable  on  the  vessels  going  out  or  coming  into  the  river  between  Fifenessand  the  Redhead 
inclusive. 

The  Charter  narrates  the  charitable  and  other  uses  to  which  the  funds  had  been  in  use  to 
be  applied,  bears  to  be  granted  “to  give  all  proper  encouragement  to  so  charitable  and 
useful  a foundation,”  and  confirms  to  the  Society  all  its  “ rights,  interests,  benefits,  securities 
advantages,  powers,  privileges,”  &c.,  to  be  held  and  enjoyed  “ in  as  ample  and  beneficial  a 
manner,  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  as  the  said  Society,  or  any  member  thereof,  for  the  use 
and  behoof  of  the  same,  heretofore  held,  enjoyed,  and  exercised  the  same.”  These  clauses 
seem  to  us  to  recognize  and  perpetuate  the  right  to  continue  the  previous  usage,  including 
the  usage  of  merging  the  whole  revenues  into  one  general  fund,  and  applying  the  surplus  for 
charitable  purposes.  A clause  follows,  declaring  that  the  Charter  shall  be  construed  “in 
the  most  favourable  and  beneficial  manner,  for  the  best  advantage  of  the  said  Corporation.” 
Under  all  these  circumstances  we  conceive  that,  so  long  as  the  power  conferred  stands 
unaltered  by  competent  authority,  the  full  amount  of  the  duty  may  be  lawfully  exacted,  and 
that,  so  long  as  the  necessary  lights  and  beacons  are  provided  and  kept  up,  there  is  nothin* 
unlawful  m the  merging  of  the  annual  surplus  derived  from  the  duty,  into  the  general 
revenue  applicable  to  the  charitable  purposes  specified  in  the  Charter. 

The  Opinion  of 

. ...  (signed)  Adam  Anderson. 

Edinburgh,  14  April  1846.  Geo.  Leas. 


DUNFERMLINE. 

r>  , , „ , , . 18  April  1845. 

Mr.  Humes  letter,  of  the  15II1  instant,  “to  the  Managiug  Directors  of  the  Queens- 
Jerry  Frar  Lighthouse  ’ has  just  now  been  handed  to  me,  as  secretary  to  the  trustees  of 
the  Queensferry  Passage. 

It  occurs  to  me  that  this  communication  has  been  addressed  through  misapprehension 
in  regard  to  the  lights  on  the  Queensferry  piers,  these  being  exclusively  used  for  the 
guidance  of  the  ferry  boats,  and  extinguished  in  dark  nights  about  10  o’clock,  and  in 
moonlight  not  used. 


(signed)  Robt.  Douglas. 

P S.— I refer  you  to  special  answers  to  the  queries,  annexed. 

i'eflectoW0  one  on  *be  Pier  oa  either  side  of  the  passage;  argand  burners,  with 

2 - Erected  in  1811  or  1812,  under  the  authority  and  at  the  expense  of  the  trustees  of 
the  Queensferry  Passage,  constituted  by  Act  of  Parliament. 

3.  Supported  by  said  trustees  ; yearly  expense  for  last  three  years  about  38 1. 

4.  -No  dues  charged  on  the  shipping,  the  trustees  not  being  authorized  to  levy  such,  nor 
are  the  lights  of  any  other  use  lhau  to  the  ferry  establishment. 

5.  Ihe  regulations  lor  the  lights  have  exclusive  reference  to  the  ferry  boats. 


DUMFRIES. 

Tv  , Custom  House,  18  March  1845. 

I ° C£f0  ^?ur  0ld®f  °/Tthe  I3th  instant,  as  Chairman  of  a Select  Committee  on 

JSEfr-  of  the  Hon°urable  House  of  Commons,  I enclose  a return  of  the  expenditure 
beac0n%and  bu°ys  111  U!e  Pon  of  Dumfries,  in  each  year,  from  1834  to  1844, 
bo  1 inclusive,  as  furnished  to  me  by  Mr.  Threshir,  the  clerk  and  treasurer  to  the  “ River 
iMtn  ISavigation  Commissioners. 

At  same  nme  I respectfully  request  your  attention  to  the  notes  at  the  end  of  that  return, 
11  Wl11  be  see.n  that  the  lights,  &c.  are  maintained  out  of  the  tonnage  dues,  Stc., 
and  not  from  any  distinct  source  of  income  ; and  that  no  instructions  have  been  issued 
lespecting  the  same  since  the  return  of  25th  March  1834. 

J-seph  Hume,  Esq.  m.  p.  (signed)  “"’jSn  flintey,  Collector, 

&c-  ««•  Absent  on  leave. 
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Expenditure. 
1.  Lights: 


£. 

s. 

d. 

25 

- 

- 

35 

10 

5 

25 

- 

_ 

10 

8 

3 

25 

_ 

_ 

21 

6 

11 

25 

- 

_ 

35 

12 

25 

- 

_ 

35 

7 

3 

25 

- 

_ 

3« 

6 

10 

25 

- 

_ 

29 

15 

6 

25 

_ 

_ 

29 

12 

9 

25 

_ 

- 

32 

4 

8 

40 

1 

8 

26 

_ 

_ 

42 

18 

7 

142 

1 1 

4 

27 

_ 

_ 

4* 

1 

li 

Year. 

1834 

3835 

1836 

1837 

1838 
3839 

1840 

1841 

1842 

1843 

1844 


Salary  of  keeper  - 

Oil  and  other  furnishings,  and  repairs 


Salary 
Oil,  &c. 


Salary 
Oil,  Sec.  - 

Salary 
Oil,  &c.  - 

Salary 
Oil,  &c.  - 

Salary 
Oil,  &c.  - 


Salary 
Oil,  &c.  - 

Salary 
Oil,  &c.  - 

Salary 
Oil,  &c.  - 

New  lights 


Salary  - 

Oil,  &c.  -------- 

Raising  lighthouse,  and  placing  new  lights,  &c.  - 

Salary  -------- 

Oil,  &c.  - --  --  --  - 


2.  Buoys,  8fc. 


‘834 

'835 

1836 

1837 

1838 
'839 
1840 


£.  s. 

d. 

Year. 

Buoys 
Ditto  - 

: : 

10  13 
5 3 
nil. 

6 

9 

1841 

1842 

Buoys  - 
Ditto  - 

- - 

Buoys 

- 

9 16 

6 

1843 

Ditto  - 

_ 

Ditto  - 

- 

25  10 

2 

1844 

Ditto  - 

_ 

Ditto  - 

- 

9 7 

_ 

Ditto  - 

94  12 

3 

£. 

£.  8.  d. 
60  10  5 
35  8 3 

46  611 
60  12  2$ 
60  7 3 
63  6 10 
54  15  6 

54  3 2 5 
97  6 4 

211  gil 

69  111 


813  18  3i 


126 

6l  2 - 

47  12  - 
938 


T>  liere 's  no  direct  income  to  meet  the  expenditure  for  lights,  beacons,  and  buoys  in  the 
°rt  of  Dumfries.  The  expenditure  for  these  purposes  in  the  Port  of  Dumfries  takes 
pace  under  the  authority  of  an  Act  of  Parliament  dated  in  the  year  1811,  intituled,  “An 
wh  k IffiProvinS.the  Harbour  of  Dumfries,  and  the  Navigation  of  the  River  Nitb/' 
eieby  a tonnage  is  levied  on  the  shipping,  mid  on  coals  and  merchandize  imported  and 
xported,  and  expended  for  the  general  purposes  of  the  statute. 

, p special  instructions  have  been  issued  respecting  the  lights,  beacons,  and  buoys  in 
e,.rt  Dumlries  since  25th  March  1834.  They  continue  to  be  managed  under  the 
utnonty  of,  and  by  officers  appointed  by,  the  Commissioners  nominated  by  the  above- 

mentioned  statute. 

^ . 3is  return  is  made  to  the  collector  of  customs  at  Dumfries  by  me  clerk  and  treasurer 
le  Commissioners  aforesaid. 

R (signed)  Tho.  Hueslin. 

'3  4 * 3 


Appendix,  No  C6. 

Local  or  Harbour 
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Custom  House,  Dumfries,  18  March  184- 

The  aforegoing  return  is  accompanied  by  an  explanatory  letter,  both  of  which  are  verv 
espectfully  submitted.  •' 


(signed) 


John  Hervey,  Collector, 
Absent  on  leave. 


EDINBURGH. 


*mr,  10  April  i&w- 

A letter  from  Mr.  Hume,  m.p.,  was  sent  to  me  by  the  lightkeeper  at  Portpatrick- 
and  I beg  leave  to  inform  you,  that  although  the  lighthouse  belongs  to  the  Harbour 
Commissioners,  by  whom  it  was  originally  erected,  it  is  now  under  the  charge  of  the 
Commissioners  of  Northern  Lighthouses.  It  was  first  put  under  their  care,  in  1836,  by 
special  agreement  with  the  Lords  of  the  Treasury.  I now  proceed  to  give  all  the  infor- 
mation which  I possess,  in  answer  to  the  queries  contained  in  the  letter. 

1.  There  is  one  lightroom,  with  reflectors  of  the  old  description,  and  a new  lighthouse 
which  is  not  in  use. 

2.  I have  no  information  as  to  the  date  of  its  erection. 

3.  The  expense  of  maintenance  is  paid  by  the  Lords  of  the  Treasury  to  the  Commis- 
sioners, and  for  the  last  three  years  it  has  been  as  follows : 


£.  s.  d. 

In  1841 139  2 5 

1842  - - - - - - 107179 

1843  164  15  “ 

4.  No  charges  are  made  by  the  Commissioners  of  the  Northern  Lights. 

5.  No  rules  or  regulations  have  ever  been  issued  by  the  Northern  Lights  Commissioners 
for  this  port. 

For  further  information  on  the  subject  of  this  light,  I beg  leave  to  refer  to  a Parlia- 
mentary Return,  printed  22  May  1837  (Sessional  Paper,  No.  323). 

I may  also  state,  that  I have  written  to  Mr.  Alexander  Macneal,  of  Stranraer,  who  is 
clerk  to  the  Harbour  Commissioners ; and  I have  sent  him  a copy  of  Mr.  Hume’s  letter, 
and  also  of  this  reply. 


I have,  &c. 

George  Dyson,  Esq.  (signed)  Alan  Stevenson. 

&c.  &c.  &e. 

House  of  Commons, 


GLASGOW. 

Custom  House,  26  March  1845. 

In  obedience  to  an  Order  of  the  Select  Committee  on  Lighthouses,  dated  the  13th 
instant,  I transmit  herewith  the  returns  required  thereby,  which  have  been  furnished  by 
the  secretary  to  the  trustees  for  the  Cumbray  Lighthouses  and  the  superintendent  of  the 
Forth  and  Clyde  Navigation. 

. I have,  8cc. 

To  the  Chairman  of  the  (signed)  JF.  W.  Vanderkiste,  Collector. 

Select  Committee  on  Lighthouses, 

House  of  Commons. 


Account  showing  the  Amount  of  Light  Dues  Collected  from  Vessels  entering  and 
leaving  the  Ports  of  Grangemouth  on  the  Forth,  Bowling  Bay  on  the  Clyde,  and  Port 
JJunaas  on  the  Forth  and  Clyde  Canal;  and  also  the  Expenditure  of  the  Forth  and 
Clyde  Canal  Company  in  Lighting  these  Ports,  from  1834  to  1844,  both  inclusive. 


— 

REVENUE. 

EXPENDITURE. 

1834  ----- 

1835  

1836  ----- 

£.  s.  d. 
181  15  4 

£.  s.  d. 
147  11  10 

195  5 4 

60  IO  5 

195  1 7 

317  10  10 

1837  ----- 

x86  11  11 

215  - 7 

1838  - 

184  14  5 

169  10  g 

2.52  6 2 

214  17  4 

276  10  - 

210  2 11 

1841  - 

259  2 7 

237  2 1 1 

249  2 7 

233  4 10 

>843 

246  3 4 

232  l6  9 

1844  ----- 

168  3 4 

136  - 5 

£. 

2,394  26  7 

2,174  9 7 
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Return  of  the  Income  and  Expenditure  for  Lights,  Beacons,  and  Buoys,  under  the 
Management  of  the  Cumbray  Lighthouse  Trustees,  from  1834  t0  1844. 


REVENUE. 

EXPENDITURE. 

Year  ending  11  November  1834  - 

£.  s.  d. 

2,517  9 1 

£.  s.  d. 
i,635  19  7 

— 1835  - - - 

2,188  12  7(a) 

i,95i  18  4 

— 1836  - - - 

2,465  11  8 (b) 

2,194  8 2 

— 1837 

2,423  14  7 

1,967  3 - 

— 1838 

2,47 1 9 3 

1,474  - 6 

— 1839 

2.756  5 3 

2,044  8 4 
1,858  18  9 

— 1840  - 

2,607  !5  5 

— 1841 

3,125  1 10 

2,030  1 1 9 

— 1842  - 

2,957  9 2 

1,897  10  6 

— 1843 

3,056  12  9 

1,763  4 8 

— 1844 

2,835  10  7 

1,686  5 11 

(a)  This  includes  700 1.  to  account  of  new  house  for  lightkeepers  at  Cumbray. 

(S)  This  includes  837  l.  5 s.  yd.  balance  of  ditto. 

N.  B. — The  surplus  revenue,  or,  in  other  words,  the  difference  between  the  above 
receipts  and  the  above  expenditure,  has  been  annually  paid  to  the  magistrates  of  Greenock 
and  the  Clyde  Navigation  Trustees  respectively,  under  the  following  provision  in  the 
Lighthouse  Act,  29  Geo.  2,  and  for  the  purposes  therein  expressed : viz.  “ The  surplus  of 
the  said  duties  shall  be  applied  in  manner  following;  that  is  to  say,  one-sixth  part  thereof 
to  be  paid  by  the  collector  of  the  said  duties  for  the  time  being  to  the  two  baillies  of 
Greenock,  to  be  applied  to  the  improvement  of  the  Harbour  of  Greenock ; and  the 
remainder  thereof  to  be  applied  by  the  rest  of  the  trustees,  or  any  seven  or  more  of  them, 
towards  the  improvement  of  the  navigation  of  the  River  Clyde,  above  the  Harbour  of 
Greenock.” 

The  following  are  the  names  of  the  three  separate  lighthouses  under  the  Cumbray 
Lighthouse  Trust;  viz.  the  Cumbray  Light,  the  Toward  Light,  and  the  Clough  Light; 
besides  lights  on  Greenock  and  Port  Glasgow  quays,  beacons,  &c. 

(E.  E.) 

(signed)  A.  Turner,  Secretary. 


Abstract  of  Detailed  Expenditure  of  the  Trustees  for  Cumbray  Lighthouses,  for  Year 
ending  11  November  1844. 


Cumbray  Light : 

General  stores,  utensils,  repairs,  &c.  - 
Salaries  to  liglithouse-keepers 

Toward  Light : 

General  stores,  utensils,  repairs,  8tc.  - 
Salary  to  lighthouse-keeper 

Clough  Lighthouse : 

General  stores,  utensils,  repairs,  &c.  - 
Salaries  to  light-keeper,  &c. 


Buoys,  beacons,  &c.  in  the  Frith  of  Clyde  - 
Lights  on  Greenock  quay  - 
Advertizing  and  miscellaneous  charges 
Treasurer,  clerk,  and  overseer’s  salaries 


As 


£. 

s. 

d. 

£.  s. 

d. 

- 

323 

15 

5 

- 

104 

“ 

- 

427  15 

. 

125 

3 

3 

63 

~ 

“ 

ns  3 

_ 

209 

17 

11 

" 

70 

“ 

~ ; 

279  17 

1 1 

885  16 

7 

- 

552 

2 

4 

- 

»5 

- 

- 

- 

96 

7 

- 

- ; 

68 

“ 

800  9 

1 other  Side 

- - 

■ - 

£. 

1,686  5 

11 

0.36. 


(E.  E.) 

4 p 4 


(signed)  A.  Turner,  Secretary. 
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Sir.  .City  Chambers,  Glasgow,  18  April  184* 

With  reference  lo  the  letter  from  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Lighthouses  0f- 
the  loth  instant,  I beg  to  acquaint  you  that  the  “ light  on  the  Long  Dyke,  and  the  light 
on  the  Broomielaw,”  forms  a part  of  the  works  under  the  management  of  the  trustees  “on 
the  Clyde  Navigation,  and  no  separate  charge  is  made  for  it  against  the  trade  or  shipping- 
of  the  river. 

I have,  &c. 

George  Dyson,  Esq.  (signed)  A.  Turner,  Secretary. 

House  of  Commons,  London. 


Sir,  Council  Chamber,  Greenock,  24  April  I845. 

In  reply  to  a communication  received  from  Mr.  Hume,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  'on 
Lighthouses,  I beg  to  inform  you  that  there  are  two  lights  at  Greenock,  both  lighted  with 
gas,  the  one  placed  at  the  custom-house  quay,  having  18  union  jet  burners,  and  the  other 
on  the  beach,  at  the  foot  of  Margaret-street,  having  eight  small  union  jet  burners.  That 
these  lights  are  under  the  authority  of  the  Cambrae  lighthouse  trustees,  and  Greenock 
harbour  trustees ; and  that  the  yearly  expense  during  the  last  three  years,  including  the 
keeping  of  the  lamps  and  pillars  in  repair,  and  the  lighting  and  clearing,  amounts  to  70/. 
being  50 1.  for  the  former,  and  20 1.  for  the  latter. 

There  are  no  dues  charged  upon  the  shipping  specially  for  these  lights,  nor  have  we  any 
rules  or  regulations  for  the  lights,  buoys,  and  beacons  of  the  port. 

I am,  See. 

To  the  Clerk,  Committee  on  Lighthouses,  John , Town  Clerk. 

House  of  Commons,  London. 


Lighthouse  Committee,  Forth  8c  Clyde  Canal  Office, 
Sir,  Glasgow,  24  April  1845. 

A letter,  dated  10th  instant,  and  addressed  by  you  to  the  managing  directors  of  the- 
harbour  lights,  Bowling  Bay,  North  Britain,  has  found  its  way  to  me  as  superintendent  of 
the  Forth  and  Clyde  Navigation;  and  in  reply  I beg  to  inform  you  that  the  lights  there 
ar  merely  lamps  around  the  canal  basin. 

There  are  24  of  them  in  use  in  the  dark  nights  of  winter,  and  less  when  they  are  not  all 
required.  The  expense  is  defrayed,  as  far  as  possible,  by  a charge  of  Gd.  on  eveiy  60  tons 
burden  of  vessels  entering  the  basin,  which  the  Canal  Company  are  authorized  to  make  by 
clause  204  of  their  Consolidation  Act,  4 & 5 Viet.  c.  55. 

There  are  no  lights,  buoys,  or  beacons,  properly  so  called,  and  consequently  no  dues  for. 
supporting  them,  nor  regulations  relating  to  them. 

I am,  8tc. 

Joseph  Hume,  Esq.  m.  p..  Chairman  of  the  William  Crichton. 

Lighthouse  Committee. 


MONTROSE. 


RETURN  of  the  Income  and  Expenditure  of  the  Harbour  Lights. 


Revenue. 

Expenditure. 

From  1 February  1834  to  3l  January  1835 
From  l February  1835  to  31  January  1836 
From  1 February  1836  to  31  January  1837 
From  1 February  1837  t0  3l  January  1838 
From  l February  1838  to  31  January  1839 
From  1 February  1839  to  31  May  1839  - 

f. 

£.  s.  d. 

150  1 - 

161  12  2 1 
173  16  7“ 

l6y  - 9 

162  2 6 
73  10  3 

£.  d. 

192  - 8 
139  16 
120  - 3 2 
102  3 5 
144  11  4^ 
41  2 34 

888  3 3i 

739  *4  5 

The  dues  of  harbour  lights,  previous  to  the  passing  of  the  present  Act  in  1 839,  were 
levied  by  a body  of  shipowners  and  others,  who  built  lighthouses  and  established  beacon* 
by  public  subscription,  on  all  vessels  entering  and  leaving  the  harbour,  at  the  rate  0 
three  farthings  per  ton.  , 

The  present  Harbour  Act,  1 Viet.  c.  39,  intituled,  “ An  Act  for  improving  the 
of  the  burgh  of  Montrose,  in  the  county  of  Forfar,”  authorizes  the  trustees,  on  acquiring 
lighthouses  and  beacons,  to  levy  dues  on  all  vessels  entering  the  harbour,  with  the  excep 
tion  of  vessels  in  the  service  of  Government  and  vessels  entering  the  harbour  for  r?Pa‘^' 
at  a rate  not  exceeding  three  farthings  per  ton.  The  rustees  under  the  Act  pai  ^ 
parties  interested  200/.  for  the  lighthouses  and  beacons.  The  dues  levied  at  presen 
at  the  rate  of  one  halfpenny  per  ton. 
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AMOUNT  of  Harbour  Lights  and  Charges  for  Five  Years. 


Years  ending 

31  May 

• 

Number  of 
Ships. 

Tonnage. 

Collected. 

Charges. 

Net  Produce. 

1840  - 

955 

66,778 

£.  s.  d. 

1.39  2 5 

ra  00 

■ 

£.  s.  d. 
74  4 9 

1841  - 

983 

64,691 

134  *5  5 

113  15  8 1 

20  19  9 

1842  - 

1,010 

68,086 

141  16  11 

88  2 6 

53  H 5 

1843  - 

1,018 

87,889 

141  8 8 

100  13  7 ' 

40  15  i 

1844  - 

908 

61,717 

128  it  6 

88  5 3 

40  6 - 

Total  - - 

4.S74 

329,161 

685  14  11 

465  H 8 

230  - 3 
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Montrose,  (signed)  Thomas  Barclay, 

23  April  1845.  Treasurer. 


PERTH. 


Sir,  Granton  Pier,  24  April  1845. 

I beg  to  send  you  the  following  answers  to  the  queries  contained  in  your  letter  dated 
15th  March. 

first.  The  light  exhibited  at  the  northern  extremity  of  Granton  Pier  is  a fixed  red  li^ht, 
with  a single  burner,  and  parabolic  reflector. 

Second,  Erected  by  his  Grace  the  Duke  of  Buccleuch,  under  the  authority  of  the  Act 
of  Parliament  7 Will.  4,  c.  15,  ss.  1 & 57,  and  after  communication  with  the  Commissioners 
of  Northern  Lights. 

Third,  The  permanent  light  has  only  recently  been  exhibited,  therefore  the  expense  of  it 
has  yet  to  be  ascertained. 

Fourth,  No  dues  are  charged  on  the  shipping  for  the  light. 

I am,  8cc. 

George  Dyson,  Esq.  (signed)  John  Hawkins, 

Resident  Engineer. 


STONEHAVEN. 


1.  The  lights  consist  of  two  lanterns,  lighted  with  coal  gas,  in  the  line  of  the  fair  way 
of  the  harbour,  intended  as  guiding  lights,  for  the  purpose  of  enabling  vessels,  particularly 
herring  boats,  during  the  fishing  season,  to  take  the  harbour  during  night.  One  of  the 
lights  is  raised  32  feet  above  the  level  of  high  water,  and  giving  a red  light ; and  the  other, 
in  advance,  is  raised  12  feet  above  the  same  level,  and  giving  a natural  light. 

2.  The  lights  were  first  erected  in  1839,  by  and  at  the  expense  of  the  Parliamentary 
Commissioners  of  the  harbour,  with  the  sanction  of  the  Commissioners  of  Northern 
Lights. 

3-  The  lights  are  supported  from  the  funds  of  the  harbour  trust,  and  the  total  expense 
for  each  of  the  last  three  years  was  as  follows : 

I £.  s.  d. 


For  1842 
For  1843 
For  1844 


15  - - 
15  xo  11 
14  4 6 


4*  For  defraying  the  expense  of  the  lights,  vessels  entering  the  harbour  pay  at  the  rate 
ot  three-eighths  of  a penny  per  ton.  This  payment  is  not  compulsory,  but  is  voluntarily 
made.  The  amount  received  for  each  of  the  last  three  years  was  as  follows  : 


For  1842 
For  1843 
For  1844 


£.  s.  d. 
14  4 6 
10  3 U 
7 12  5s 


The  sums  received  have  not  been  sufficient,  in  any  of  the  said  years,  to  defray  the  expense 
of  the  lights. 

5‘  There  is  no  particular  regulation  in  force  in  regard  to  the  lights,  except  that  they 
shall  be  kept  burning  from  sunset  to  sunrise  throughout  the  whole  year. 

Stonehaven,  N.  B.,  29  April  1845.  (signed)  , James  Tindal, 

Clerk  to  Harbour  Commissioners. 

°-36.  4 Q 
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RETURN  of  the  Number  of  Lights,  and  of  what  kind,  where  erected,  under  h 
Authority,  and  at  whose  Expense;  how  supported,  and  the  Amount  of  Yearly  Ex'™0-6 
for  the  last  Three  Years ; Dues  Charged  on  Shipping  for  the  Lights,  anaAmo6^6 
also,  Copies  of  any  Rules  or  Regulations  for  the  Lights,' Beacons,  or  Buoys.  11111  > 


Queries. 

l.  What  number  of  lights,  and  of  what 
kind  ? 

■2.  Where  erected,  under  whose  autho- 
rity, and  at  whose  expense  ? 

3.  How  supported,  and  amount  of  yearly 
expense  for  the  last  three  years. 


4.  Are  any  dues  charged  on  the  shippiug 
for  the  lights,  and  what  amount? 

5.  Copies  of  any  rules  or  regulations  for 
the  lights,  buoys,  or  beacons  ? 


Answers. 

1.  Nine  ; not  coloured. 

2.  On  the  pier  ; under  the  authority  and 
at  the  expense  of  the  Commissioners  for  the 
Harbours. 

3.  By  provision  made  by  the  7 8c  8 Viet 
c.  43,  for  the  maintenance  of  the  harbours' 
&c.;  expense  for  each  of  the  last  three 
years  amounts  to  30/. 

4.  None. 

5.  None. 


Douglas  Harbour. 


Derbuhaven. 


1.  What  number  of  lights,  and  of  what 
kind  ? 

2.  Where  erected,  under  wiiose  autho- 
rity, and  at  whose  expense  ? 

3.  How  supported,  and  amount  of  yearly 
expense  for  the  last  three  years  ? 

4.  Are  any  dues  charged  on  the  shipping 
for  the  lights,  and  what  amount  ? 

5.  Copies  of  any  rules  or  regulations  for 
the  lights,  buoys,  or  beacons  ? 


1.  Four;  not  coloured. 

2.  On  the  pier;  authority  and  expense  of 
the  Commissioners. 

3.  As  stated  in  the  answer  for  Douglas; 
expense  for  each  of  the  last  three  years, 
13/.  17  s. 

4.  None. 

5.  None. 


Castletown  Harbour. 


1.  What  number  of  lights,  and  of  what 
kind? 

2.  Where  erected,  under  whose  authority, 
and  at  whose  expense? 

3.  How  supported,  and  amount  of  yearly 
expense  for  the  last  three  years? 

4.  Are  any  dues  charged  on  shipping  for 
the  lights,  and  what  amount? 

5.  Copies  of  any  rules  or  regulations  for 
the  lights,  buoys,  or  beacons  ? 

Port.  St 

1.  What  number  of  lights,  and  of  what 
kind  ? 

2.  Where  erected,  under  whose  authority, 
and  at  whose  expense? 

3.  How  supported,  and  amount  of  yearly 
expense  for  last  three  years  ? 

4.  Are  any  dues  charged  on  the  shipping 
for  the  lights,  and  what  amount? 

5.  Copies  of  any  rules  or  regulations  for 
the  lights,  buoys,  or  beacons? 


1.  Three;  coloured  red. 

2.  On  the  pier;  authority  and  expense  of 
Commissioners. 

3.  Same  as  stated;  expense  for  each  ot 
the  last  three  years,  9 1.  16s- 

4.  None. 

5.  None. 

. Mary. 

1.  Three;  not  coloured. 

2.  On  the  pier;  authority  and  expense  of 
Commissioners. 

3.  As  stated ; expense  for  each  of  the  last 
three  years,  9 1.  16  s. 

4.  None. 

5.  None. 


Jxamsey  Harbour. 

1.  What  number  of  lights,  and  of  what 
kind? 

2.  Where  erected,  under  whose  authority, 
and  at  whose  expense? 

3.  How  supported,  and  amount  of  yearly 
expense  for  the  last  three  years? 

4.  Are  any  dues  charged  on  shipping  for 
the  lights,  and  what  amount? 

5.  Copies  of  any  rules  or  regulations  for 
the  lights,  buoys,  or  beacons? 

There  is  also  a light  oil  Douglas  Head,  stationary  and  ancolonred,  distant  from  ite 
pier  about  600  yards,  and  which  affords  light  lo  vessels  navigating  the  most  dangerous 
part  ot  »t.  (Merge's  Channel.  It  is  under  the  direction  of  the  Commissioners,  ant!  sup- 
ported trom  the  fund  appropriated  to  the  maintenance  of  the  harbours,  without  any  charge 
on  shipping,  at  a cost  of  about  150/,  annually. 

-n  , t 1 <•  tit  (signed)  R Quirk,  D.  R.  G. 

Douglas,  Isle  of  Man,  ond  Com.  of  Harbours. 

26  April  1845. 


1.  Three;  not  coloured. 

2.  On  the  pier;  authority  and  expense  of 
Commissioners. 

3.  As  stated  ; expense  for  each  of  the  last 
three  years,  12  /.  105. 

4.  None. 

5.  None. 
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MEMORIALS  AND  PETITIONS. 

Sir,  _ Campbeltown,  18  April  1845. 

1 beg  to  advise  you,  for  t.he  information  of  the  Committee  on  Lighthouses  of  the 
Honourable  House  ol  Commons,  that  the  lighthouse  at  Campbeltown  Harbour  for  the  use 
of  vessels  is  lighted  by  one  large  argand  light  with  oil ; that  it  was  erected  several  years 
ago  by  permission  of  the  Commissioners  of  Northern  Lights,  under  authority,  and  at  the 
expense  of  the  magistrates  of  this  burgh,  and  is  supported  from  the  town  funds,  at  an 
expense  of  about  30 1.  yearly 

There  are  no  dues  charged  on  the  shipping  for  the  light,  or  any  rules  or  regulations  for 
the  lights,  buoys  or  beacons  of  the  port. 

Mr.  George  Dyson,  I am,  &c. 

&c.  See.  &c.  (signed)  John  Colville,  Junior  Provost. 
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Sir,  Campbeltown,  28  March  1845. 

I HAVE  the  honour  by  order  of  the  committee  of  the  Campbeltown  and  Glasgow  Steam 
Packet  Joint  Stock  Company,  to  transmit  to  you  a memorial  by  that  company,  craving 
relief  from  dues,  to  the  Commissioners  of  Northern  Lights  ; which  I beg  you  may  lay 
before  the  Select  Committee  of  the  House  of  Commons  on  Lighthouses,  cravino-  their 
favourable  consideration  of  the  same. 

The  Clerk  of  the  Select  Committee  I am,  &c. 

on  Lighthouses.  (signed)  David  Colville. 


The  Memorial  of  the  Campbeltown  and  Glasgow  Steam  Packet  Joint  Stock 
Company. 


Your  memorialists’ first  steam-vessel  commenced  plying  in  the  month  of  April  1827, 
and  the  memorialists  having  been  charged  the  whole  Northern  Light  dues  then  exigible 
from  vessels  really  liable,  the  memorialists,  in  the  month  of  June  1827,  applied  to  the 
Commissioners  of  the  Northern  Lights  for  relief  of  the  said  dues,  as  the  memorialists 
steam-vessel  was  deriving  no  benefit  from  the  Pladda  Lighthouse  (the  only  light  it  was 
pretended  they  passed)  on  their  passages  to  or  from  Glasgow.  In  support  of  their  appli- 
cation, the  memorialists  represented  that  by  the  Act  28  Geo.  3,  c.  25,  it  is  enacted,  that 
it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  Commissioners  or  their  collectors  to  demand  from  all  and  every 
master  of  every  vessel,  &c.  navigated  according  to  law,  “ which  shall  pass  any  of  the  said 
lighthouses, ” whether  outward  or  homeward  bound,  &c.,  a sum,  &c.  And*  by  the  Act 
29  Geo.  3,  c.  52,  appointing  Pladda  Lighthouse  to  be  built,  it  is  enacted,  that  tile  several 
powers  and  authorities,  which  were  conferred  on  them  by  the  said  recited  Acts,  are  thereby 
also  given,  and  the  same  modes  of  proceeding  shall  be  followed  relative  to  the  aforesaid 
fifth  lighthouse  as  with  regard  to  the  others  already  erected,  no  higher  duties  being 
exigible  for  the  whole  five  lighthouses  than  those  authorized  by  the  said  mentioned  Act. 
That  neither  on  the  voyage  north  to  Glasgow,  nor  on  that  south  to  Campbeltown,  did  the 
memorialists  steam-boat  pass  Pladda  Lighthouse,  as  she  invariably  came  and  went  through 
the  Sound  of  Kilbrannan,  and  could  not  therefore  possibly  derive  any  benefit  from  the 
light;  and  besides  that,  Campbeltown  Harbour  lies  rather  further  north  than  the  light- 
W,?  the  best  maps  and  charts  show,  aud  was  not  comprehended  within  the  meaning 

The  Commissioners  of  Northern  Lights  were  a powerful  irresponsible  body,  and  refused 
at  that  time  to  make  any  deduction  to  the  memorialists,  who  at  last  found  the  burden  so 
intolerable  that  they  refused  to  pay  for  several  years,  and  ultimately  the  Commissioners 
Wffle  sat's®ec^  that  the  memorialists  derived  no  benefit  from  Pladda  Light,  that  they 
ottered  to  compromise  the  full  dues  of  about  150  /.  yearly  for  10  l.  yearly,  and  the  memo- 
rialists, rather  than  enter  into  a law  plea  with  them,  compromised  for  the  sum  of  10Z. 
yearly  which  they  continued  to  pay  till  the  year  1834,  when  an  alteration  of  the  law 
00k  place,  and  since  then  the  memorialists  have  been  paying  at  the  rate  of  one  halfpenny 
Pe‘ on  ea<;h  voyage  to  or  from  Glasgow,  on  account  of  it  being  supposed  that  Pladda 
is  further  south  than  Campbeltown.  This  exaction  is  a grievous  burden  orj  the  memo- 
rialists, seeing  that  their  steam -vessels  never  pass  or  derive  any  benefit  from  the  said 
ignthouse,  it  being  18  miles  out  of  the  direct  course  of  their  steamers,  as  they  invariably 
pioceed  by  the  Sound  of  Kilbrannan,  the  other  route  round  Pladda  being  longer  by  about 
0 Hours  of  sailing.  Besides  these  reasons,  the  memorialists’ steam-vessels  are  seldom 
r never  sailing  at  night,  as  they  sail  generally  on  their  voyages  to  and  from  Glasgow 
ween  half-past  seven  a.m.  and  five  p.m.,  and  consequently  are  in  harbour  before  the 


he  memorialists  therefore  submit  that  they  ought  not  to  be  charged  with  any  dues  by 
jn'(e  Commissioners  of  Northern  Lights,  and  they  crave  that  this  memorial  may  be  taken 
0 your  favourable  consideration,  and,  as  in  duty  bound,  the  memorialists  will  ever 

pray.  ’ * J ’ 


(signed)  John  Beith,  Junior,  Preses  of  the  Committee. 


0.36. 
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DOCUMENTS  delivered  in  to  the  Committee,  on  the  1st  of  May. 


UNTO  the  Honourable  the  Commons  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  in  Parliament  assembled 

THE  PETITION  of  the  Aberdeen  Steam  Navigation  Company,  1st  of  May  1845  • 
Humbly  showetli, 

That  your  petitioners  are  engaged  with  steam  and  sailing  vessels  in  the  carrying  f 
passengers,  goods,  and  live  stock,  between  the  ports  of  Aberdeen  and  London,  Invernes 
and  London,  and  Aberdeen  and  Hull,  under  the  designation  of  the  Aberdeen  Steam  Navicra- 
tion  Company.  0 ' 

That  your  petitioners  have  to  express  satisfaction  at  your  Honourable  House  bavin* 
appointed  a Select  Committee  to  report  on  the  state  and  management  of  the  lighthouses’ 
floating  lights,  buoys,  and  beacons,  of  the  United  Kingdom  ; and  the  appointment  of  said* 
Committee  is  the  more  satisfactory  as  the  recommendations  of  a similar  one,  contained  in 
a Report  ordered  to  be  printed  by  your  Honourable  House,  8th  August  1834,  have  not 
been  acted  on  : That  your  petitioners  would  particularly  call  the  attention  of  your  Honour- 
able House  to  the  recommendation  by  said  Committee  regarding  steam-vessels,  at  pao-e  19 
of  said  Report;  viz.,  r 0 - 

“The  light  dues  are  now  charged  on  the  steam- vessels  as  on  other  vessels,  and  the  atten- 
tion of  your  Committee  has  been  directed  to  them.  The  present  rates  are  made  without 
reference  to  the  peculiarities  attendant  on  the  navigation  of  that  class  of  vessels  which 
appear  to  warrant  a reduction  of  the  dues. 

“ A vessel  under  sail  is  driven  by  winds,  and  tides  that  lie  in  her  course,  and  in  tacking 
derives  much  benefit  from  the  lights ; but  steamers  move  in  straight  lines,  and  perform 
much  of  their  voyages  in  the  daytime ; they  see  few  lights,  and  by  the  rapidity  of  their 
movements  soon  pass  them ; besides,  the  people  who  navigate  them,  acquire  from  the 
frequency  of  their  trips,  such  an  intimate  acquaintance  with  the  coast  as  renders  li°hts  of 
comparatively  little  use  to  them.  Again,  steamers  are  obliged,  generally,  to  sail  at  fixed 
times,  full  or  not  full,  and  the  carrying  tonnage  of  a steamer  is  not  so  capacious  as  that  of 
another  vessel,  the  best  part  of  the  hold  being  occupied  by  machinery. 

“As  your  Committee  have  recommended  a reduction  of  dues  on  the  regular  coasting 
traders,  they  are  of  opinion  that  the  peculiar  circumstances  attendant  on  the  navio-ation 
of  steam-vessels  render  a modification  of  the  charges  of  light  dues  very  necessary5;  and 
they  therefore  recommend  immediate  attention  to  the  present  rate  of  charge,  in  order  that 
d X an<^  raoderal:e  ra*e  charge,  on  a fair  and  liberal  principle,  may  be  forthwith 

That  your  petitioners  are  proprietors  of  four  large  first-class  steam-vessels,  employed 
in  the  trades  previously  named,  which  vessels  could  at  any  time,  be  made  available  as 
auxiliaries  to  Her  Majesty’s  Navy,  and  might  be  easily  adapted  for  warlike  purposes;  that 
a very  large  capital  was  embarked  for  their  original  construction,  and  a heavy  expenditure 
is  required  to  maintain  and  navigate  them,  of  which  light  dues  forms  a very  considerable 
<rni‘  1 fhe  amount  payable  for  lights  upon  one  of  the  largest  of  these  vessels  in  the 
Aberdeen  and  London  trade,  per  voyage,  is  3Sl.  2 s.,  the  annual  sum  1)90  l.  12  s.;  the  time 
occupied  upon  the  passage  averages  about  42  hours.  That  your  petitioners  occupy  said 
station  with  two  first-class  steam  ships ; that  the  amount  of  light  dues  payable  upon  both 
vessels  is  about  1,900 1.  per  annum,  and  the  total  amount  payable  by  your  petitioners  on 
tneir  tour  steam  ships  is  about  3,000 1.  per  annum. 

That  your  petitioners  consider  themselves  aggrieved  by  the  amount  charged  for  light 
dues  on  their  vessels  in  the  coasting  trade,  the  freights  and  passage-money  by  which  are 
lower  by  far  than  by  foreign  going  vessels,  and  they  conceive  that  the  rate  of  charge  for 
^nt  dues  upon  their  vessels  ought  not  to  be  beyond  one  half;  that  regular  traders  should 
not  be  charged  beyond  a certain  number  of  voyages  in  one  year,  as  was  suggested  by  a 
Committee  of  your  Honourable  House  in  1822. 

hat  your  petitioners’  vessels  are  charged  for  lights  which  can  never  be  of  service  to  them  ; 
TT  J41 ““g*  only  passing  two  of  the  northern  lights,  in  the  Aberdeen  and  London,  and 
ADeiaeen  and  Hull  stations,  the  charge  per  ton  upon  their  shipping  is  as  much  as  it  would 
be  were  they  to  run  the  whole  round  of  the  36  to  40  lights. 

• y°u,-petitioners  conceive  that  there  would  be  a very  considerable  saving  in  the 
tic  r A rnai“taining  lighthouses,  and  in  the  general  expense  of  management  and 
collection  of  dues,  by  attending  to  the  recommendation  of  the  Select  Committee  of  your 
H°use’ Jn  *eir  Keport in  1832  (page  23) : “ Your  Committee  have  had  under 
1 r deratl°f  r ?£St  mode  of  ““aging  the  lighthouses,  and  are  of  opinion  that  all 

inn£h  f ?erra  llg,t^ous,es  “d  floating  lights,  to  which  the  British  and  foreign  shipping 
contiibute  in  England,  Scotland,  and  Ireland  (harbour  and  local  lights  excepted),  should 
be  placed  under  one  Board  resident, in  London,  and  conducted  under  one  system  of 
management.  J 

consider  that  were  the  lighthouses  aud  other  floating  lights  maintained 
PT1C  Treasury>  and  a tonnage  duty  levied  upon  all  shipping,  the  multitude  and 
Hmen^  n°W  made  for  eveiT  voyage  would  be  avoided,  and  a still  greater 
h>irn,§  e eHe?te<i  in  the  expense  of  management  and  collection.  That  your  petitioners 
umbly  conceive  that  the  amount  annually  collected  for  light  dues  (about  240,000 l,  as 

your 
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your  petitioners  believe),  is  by  far  more  than  requisite  for  maintaining  and  supporting- 
lighthouses,  and  that  the  applying  of  the  surplus  for  charitable  purposes,  as  is  now  done  to 
a certain  extent  by  the  Trinity  House  Board,  is  not  a proper  application  of  the  funds.  That 
the  general  shipping  of  the  country,  ought  to  be  relieved  from  every  local  tax,  not  absolutely 
necessary  for  the  service  for  which  it  is  ostensibly  levied . That  the  coasting  trade,  especially 
the  steam  interest,  is  unfairly  taxed,  and  that  the  increasing  competition  with  railways,  gives 
your  petitioners  at  present  a particular  claim  for  a modification  of  said  dues.  Y our  petitioners 
therefore  humbly  pray  that  your  Honourable  House  will  be  pleased  to  take  into  consideration 
the  foregoing  petition,  and  allow  your  petitioners  an  opportunity  of  proving  their  allegations 
before  tlie  Committee  of  your  Honourable  House,  now  investigating  into  the  management 
of  the  light  duties,  and  that  you  will  be  pleased  to  devise  some  measures  for  lessening  the 
grievance  under  which  your  petitioners  now  labour,  and  your  petitioners  will  ever  pray,  &c. 

Signed  in  name,  and  for  behoof  of  the  Aberdeen  Steam  Navigation  Company,  as  duly 
authorized  and  empowered  by  the  directors,  at  a meeting  held  this  1st  day  of 
April  1845. 

(signed)  William  Fust,  Manager. 


TO  the  Honourable  the  Commons  of  the  United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland 
in  Parliament  assembled. 

The  Humble  PETITION  of  the  Directors  of  the  Dublin,  Glasgow,  and  Cork 
Steam-Packet  Company, 

Showeth, 

That  your  petitioners  have  heard  with  satisfaction  that  the  subject  of  lighthouses  in 
the  United  Kingdom  is  at  present  under  the  investigation  of  a Parliamentary  Committee. 

That  your  petitioners  have  long  felt  the  tax  levied  as  light  dues  to  be  exceedingly 
oppressive:  that  the  tax  is  more  particularly  so  in  the  case  of  steam-vessels,  they  being 
obliged  to  perform  a certain  number  of  voyages  in  the  week,  sailing  at  stated  periods,  full 
or  not  full. 

That  from  the  frequency  of  voyages  performed  by  steam-vessels,  the  charge  for  light 
dues  presses  with  great  severity  on  their  owners. 

That  your  petitioners  feel  it  to  he  an  unjust  as  well  ns  an  oppressive  tax,  inasmuch  as 
the  last  return  on  the  subject  made  to  your  Honourable  House  shows  a large  surplus  of 
the  amount  collected  as  light  dues,  after  the  maintenance  of  the  lighthouses  had  been  fully 
provided  for ; and  also  that  they  are  obliged  to  pay  for  lights  which  their  vessels  never 
use  or  come  within  sight  of. 

Your  petitioners,  therefore,  humbly  pray  your  Honourable  House  will  take  the  sub- 
ject into  consideration,  and  adopt  such  measures  as  may  be  calculated  to  afford 
relief  from  a tax  so  injurious  to  the  mercantile  interests  of  the  country. 

And  your  petitioners  will  ever  pray. 

By  order  and  on  behalf  of  the  petitioners. 

Andrew  Taylor,  Secretary, 

Dublin,  Glasgow,  and  Cork  Steam  Company. 


UNTO  the  Honourable  the  Committee  of  the  House  of  Commons  upon  Northern  Lights. 

The  PETITION  of  James  Kennedy,  Agent  for  the  “ Modern  Athens  ” Steamer 
of  Dundee, 

Humbly  showeth, 

That  your  petitioner’s  vessel  sails  regularly  between  Dundee  and  Granton  Pier,  leaving 
Dundee  each  alternate  day  at  ten  o’clock  morning,  and  Grauton  Pier  at  half-past  eight 
o’clock  morning.  The  usual  time  occupied  in  sailing  is  about  six  hours  daily. 

The  vessel  being  wholly  a day  vessel  cannot  reap  any  benefit  from  the  lights,  and  as  she 
passes  daily,  Sunday  excepted,  the  dues  in  the  course  of  a year  amount  to  a large  sum. 

The  “ Modern  Athens  ” is  119  tons  register,  and  has  paid  for  light  dues  during  last 
year,  from  January  1844  to  January  1845,  the  sum  of  376  /.,  being  for  Tay  lights  86/. 
and  lor  Northern  lights  290/. 

Your  petitioner  considers  it  a hard  case  to  have  to  pay  for  lights  when  the  steamer  is 
only  a day  vessel  and  can  reap  no  benefit  from  them  whatever;  and  having  to  pass  them 
daily, and  pay  in  full  every  time,  renders  the  hardship  still  greater. 

Prom  these  statements  your  petitioner  humbly  trusts  that  you  will  take  into  con- 
sideration the  case  of  the  steamer  “ Modern  Athens,”  and  do  as  your  Honourable 
Committee  may  think  fit,  and  your  petitioner  will  ever  pray. 

James  Kennedy, 

Manager  of  the  Dundee  and  Leith  Steam  Packet  Modem  Athens. 


Appendix,  No.  66. 

Local  or  Harbour 
Lights  in  Scotland. 
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Appendix,  No.  G6. 

Local  or  Harbour 
Lights  in  Scotland. 


TO  the  Honourable  the  Commons  of  the  United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  ' 
Parliament  assembled. 

The  Humble  PETITION  of  the  Dundee,  Perth,  and  London  Shipping  Company 
Showeth, 

That  your  petitioners  are  engaged  in  conveying  goods,  passengers,  arid  live  stock,  botl 
by  steam  and  sailing  vessels,  between  the  ports  of  Dundee  and  London,  Perth,  Glasgow 
and  Leith.  B ’ 

That  your  petitioners  have  to  express  satisfaction  at  your  Honourable  House  having 
appointed  a Select  Committee  to  report  on  the  state  and  management  of  the  lighthouses 
floating-lights,  buoys,  and  beacons  of  the  United  Kingdom  ; and  this  is  the  more  satisfac- 
tory when  it  is  remembered  that  the  recommendations  contained  in  a Report  of  a Com- 
mittee of  your  Honourable  House  in  1834  have  not  hitherto  been  acted  upon. 

That  your  petitioners  are  proprietors  of  three  large  steam-ships,  engaged  in  the  trade 
between  Dundee  and  London,  which  vessels  are  capable  at  any  time  of' being  converted 
into  w ar  steamers,  and  made  useful  auxiliaries  to  Her  Majesty’s  navy:  that  a very  large 
capita]  has  been  invested  therein,  and  the  expense  of  maintaining  them  is  very  great  - a 
considerableitemofwhich  is  the  light  dues:  that  the  light  dues  payable  upon  one* of 
these  steamers  per  voyage  is  22/.  gs.  g \d.,  the  annual  sum  1,322 1.  os.  5 1 d.,  and  the  time 
occupied  is  about  go  hours. 

That  the  tax  levied  for  lighthouse  dues  presses  very  heavily  upon  the  shipping  interests 
and  is  unjust  in  principle,  in  so  far  as  it  subjects  them  to  an  unnecessarily  heavy  imposi- 
tion, in  consequence  of  the  fund  raised  for  this  ostensible  purpose  being  applied  to  other 
purposes  than  that  for  which  it  was  originally  levied  ; and  this  statement  is  proved  by  the 
last  returns  made  to  your  Honourable  House,  viz.  for  the  year  1843,  wherein  it  appears 
that  there  was  a surplus  of  58,025 /.  for  the  Northern  and  Irish  lights  unappropriated  for 
lighthouse  purposes,  and,  on  account  of  the  Trinity  House,  so  large  a balance  as  77,603!. 
has  been  applied  to  purposes  totally  unconnected  with  the  legitimate  object  of  the  tax. 

That  this  tax  is  peculiarly  oppressive  upon  steam-vessels,  which  perform  their  oft- 
repeated  voyages  with  great  regularity,  and  sail  at  the  time  appointed,  with  or  without  full 
cargoes;  and  the  frequency  of  these  objectionable  payments  for  light  dues  presses  very 
hard  upon  the  owners  of  them,  and  is  a great  barrier  to  the  extension  of  a most  useful 
branch  of  our  naval  and  commercial  enterprise. 

That  your  petitioners  feel  considerably  aggrieved  at  the  high  charges  for  lights  upon 
vessels  engaged  in  the  coasting  trade,  as  the  freight  and  passage  money  by  them  is  much 
lower  than  by  foreign-going  vessels. 

Thai  in  the  judgment  of  your  petitioners  the  coast  lights  of  the  United  Kingdom  might 
be  more  efficiently  and  economically  managed  if  maintained  out  of  the  public  treasury, 
and  a tonnage  duty  levied  upon  all  shipping,  whereby  the  multitude  and  complexity  of 
payments  made  under  the  present  system,  upon  every  voyage  that  the  vessel  passes  these 
lights,  would  be  avoided,  and  a great  saving  in  the  collection  (a  system  that  is  attended 
with  trouble,  expense,  and  delay  to  the  shipowner)  effected.  That  this  opinion  is  strongly 
confirmed  by  the  Report  already  referred  to,  in  which  it  it  is  stated  that  “ the  difference 
of  expense  ot  maintenance  of  the  French  and  British  lights  is  so  great,  that  au  inquiry  ought 
to  be  instituted  to  ascertain  whether  any  and  what  reduction  of  expense  can  be  effected  in 
our  lights.’’  Your  petitioners  therefore  humbly  submit  that  it  is  unfair  to  tax  the  commer- 
cial shipping  interests  with  the  whole  expense  of  maintaining  these  lighthouses,  where 
they  are  not  confined  to  their  exclusive  use,  but  are  used  without  charge  by  Her  Majesty’s 
navy,  lor  the  common  benefit  of  life  and  property,  and  the  expense  of  their  maintenance, 
to  some  extent,  ought  to  be  defrayed  by  Government. 

That  your  petitioners  have  a peculiar  claim  upon  your  Honourable  House  for  a reduc- 
tion of  these  light  dues,  since  the  vessels  in  the  coasting  trade  are  now  exposed  to  the 
competition  of  increasing  railway  interests. 

Your  petitioners  therefore  humbly  pray  that  your  Honourable  House  will  be 
pleased  to  take  the  subject  into  your  consideration,  and  allow  your  petitioners  an 
opportunity  of  proving  the  foregoing  statements  before  the  Committee  of  your  Honour- 
able House  now  investigating  into  the  management  of  lighthouses,  and  that  such 
measures  may  be  adopted  as  are  best  calculated  to  obtain  the  redress  craved. 

And  your  petitioners  will  ever  pray. 

For  the  Dundee,  Perth,  and  London  Shipping  Co. 

Rob.  Marshall,  Manager, 


TO  the  Honourable  Commons  of  the  United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and 
in  Parliament  assembled. 


rrtuuw. 


The  PETITION  of  the  Shipowners,  Merchants  and  others  interested  in  the  Shipping 
,T  , , and  Commerce  of  Leith : 

Humby  showeth,  * 

yi?m’  Pfilt‘oners  seen  with  much  gratification  the  various  measures  and  pro- 
positions brought  forward  for  the  purpose  of  promoting  the  prosperity  of  the  shipping  and 
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commercial  interests.  That  among  the  many  grievances  and  burdens  of  which  the  ship- 
owners have  to  complain,  and  which  press  heavily  on  the  marine  of  this  great  commercial 
nation,  one  of  the  greatest  m the  amount  of  toll  collected  from  shipping  by  the  exclusive 
and  self-elected  body,  the  Inmty  House  of  Deptford  Strond.  That  it  has  been  proved  to 
different  Committees  of  your  Honourable  House  that  the  amount  collected  under  the  pre- 
text of  light  money  has  far  exceeded  the  amount  required  under  even  the  present  system 
of  management  for  the  maintenance  of  the  lighthouses  on  the  coast  of  England,  and  that 
a large  surplus  revenue  is  unjustly  taken  from  the  shipping  interests.  That  the  exaction  of 
such  heavy  and  grievous  rates,  and  the  appropriation  of  the  surplus  to  purposes  different 
from  what  was  intended  by  the  various  Acts  and  letters  patent,  are  not  only  illegal  but 
unjust,  and  press  particularly  heavily  on  vessels  of  all  kinds,  and  especially  on  vessels  trading 
in  short  voyages ; these  rates,  on  certain  vessels,  amounting  to  one-fourth  of  the  cross 
freight  earned  by  the  shipowner.  That  your  petitioners  consider  it  a great  hardshmthat 
such  tolls  are  collected  and  appropriated  by  individuals  who  are  self-elected  ; and  that  there- 
fore the  shipowners  have  no  voice  in  the  regulation,  collection  and  appropriation  of  the  vast 
revenues  derived  from  their  property : such  system  of  election  and  management  is  opposed 
to  the  great  principles  of  sound  national  justice,  which  implies  that  no  man  shall  be  taxed 
but  by  the  nation  or  its  representatives.  That  it  has  been  proved  to  Committees  of  your 
Honourable  House  that  tlie  lighthouses  have  been  managed  in  the  most  extravagant  manner  - 
that  the  Elder  Brethren  of  said  Trinity  House  pay  themselves  large  salaries,  while  the  Com- 
missioners of  the  Scottish  lighthouses  act  gratuitously  and  efficiently ; and  that  the  said 
Trinity  House,  under  no  control,  expend  vast  sums  on  almshouses  for  their  own  friends  and 
dependents  in  London,  and  on  collectors,  secretaries,  and  other  office-bearers,  far  beyond 
what  ought  to  be  expended  if  under  judicious  management  or  the  control  of  the  rate- 
payers. That  part  of  the  surplus  money  is  said  to  he  applied  to  poor  seamen  and  their 
widows  and  orphans,  but  it  is  known  to  your  Honourable  House  that  a legislative  measure 
has  been  enacted  (which  is  about  to  be  improved),  which  provides  for  such  poor  seameu 
and  their  relatives ; and  that,  in  point  of  fact,  the  appropriation  of  this  part  of  the  funds  is 
partial  and  unjust,  as  it  has  been  proved  that  four  times  the  amount  is  paid  to  paupers  in 
one  part  of  the  kingdom  that  is  paid  the  poor  seamen  and  their  relatives  in  another  part  of 
the  kingdom.  r 

That  your  petitioners  understand  that  the  Trinity  House  was  appointed  in  the  infancy  of 
navigation  to  manage  the  lighthouses,  buoys,  and  landmarks  of  the  river  Thames,  to  which 
their  labours  now  ought  strictly  to  be  confined. 

That  your  petitioners  pray  your  Honourable  House  to  take  this  petition  into  consideration, 
and  to  take  such  measures  as  your  Honourable  House  may  deem  necessary  for  placing 
the  lighthouses  on  the  coast  of  England  under  responsible  management ; and  that  the  tolls 
shall  be  reduced  in  such  a manner  as  that  there  may  be  left  a revenue  for  the  maintenance 
of  the  lighthouses;  and  that  the  surplus  funds  be  not  in  future  applied  to  purposes  forei°n 
to  what  were  orginally  intended,  as  common  sense  and  justice  demand. 


And  your  petitioners,  as  in  duty  bound,  will  ever  pray,  &c. 


George  Gibson. 

J.  A.  Bertram. 

James  Roach. 

John  Balfour  & Co. 

James  Bill  & Co. 

M.  Brad  foot,  agent. 

M.  Smith,  Master  of  the  Trinity 
House,  Leith. 

Charles  Wood,  jun.,  shipowner. 

Peter  Gavin,  shipowner. 

David  Smith,  agent  for  Perth  and 
London  Shipping  Company. 

John  Mitchell  & Co.,  merchant. 

Allan  Fergusson,  agent. 

John  Eggo. 

George  Young  & Co.,  shipowners. 

J . Raimses,  Bailie  & Co.,  Alylrith, 
merchants. 

William  Robertson,  bailie. 

John  Inkster,  agent  for  the  Hull  and 
Leith. 


James  Waddell,  shipowner. 

George  Berry,  merenant. 

George  Morrison,  merchant. 

James  Taylor,  merchant. 

William  Marshall,  merchant. 
Thomas  Stevenson,  bailie. 

James  Millar,  councillor. 

Robert  Innett,  councillor. 

John  Wallace,  councillor. 

David  Callinder,  town  treasurer. 
William  Muir,  councillor. 

John  Crabbee,  councillor. 

George  Tamoli,  merchant. 

Thomas  Hardie,  shipowner. 

G.  H.  J.  Allan. 

Conclannene  & Co.,  merchants. 
Robert  Shaw  & Co.,  shipowners. 
Farskins  & Robertson,  shipowners. 
Hutchinson  & Co.,  shipowners. 


Unto  the  Right  Honourable  and  Honourable  the  Commons  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland 
in  Parliament  assembled. 


The  PETITION  of  the  Fishcurers  at  Leith. 

Humbly  showeth, 

«AT  ™e  petitioners  are  extensively  engaged  in  the  fisheries,  and  employ  a great 
fis|IU  eh  °t  *30ats’  fis'18r>nen,  and  vessels  in  catching  and  curing  herrings  and  other  sea 
nf  u i . *1ave  ,,f  *ale  years  been  a principal  article  of  food  for  the  labouring  population 
01  the  kingdom. 

4 q 4 That 


Appendix,  No.  6b'. 

Local  or  Harbour 
Lights  in  Scotland. 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


68o 


APPENDIX  TO  REPORT  FROM  THE 


Appendix,  No.  66.  That  by  a recent  alteration  of  an  Order  in  Council,  certain  vessels  exclusively  emplovod 

in  the  fisheries  by  the  petitioners,  which  were  formerly  exempted  from  payment  of  North'e  0 

Local  or  Harbour  Lights,  are  now  subjected  to  payment  thereof.  rtl 

Lights  in  Scotland.  That  the  following  classes  of  vessels  employed  in  the  fisheries  were  exempted  from  nav 
ment  of  lights : 1 •' 

1st.  Welled  smacks,  catching  fish  for  supplying-  the  London  and  other  principal  market 
with  fresh  fish. 

2d.  Vessels  cleared  out  for  the  fisheries  with  salt,  barrels,  and  fishery  stores,  whicl 
take  fresh  fish  on  hoard  fiom  their  own,  or  from  other  boats,  put  them  in  salt  and  car  l 
the  fish,  while  in  process  of  cure,  to  the  principal  curing  stations  to  be  packed  for  marker 

3d.  Vessels  exclusively  employed  in  the  fisheries  carrying  salt,  barrels,  and  fishery 
stores  to  the  fishing  creeks  and  stations,  there  taking  the  fish  on  board  which  were  taken 
by  hired  open  boats,  and  only  a few  days  or  a few  hours  in  salt,  (as  the  case  may  be  ) 
bringing  the  fish  while  in  process  of  cure  to  the  principal  curing  stations  or  premises  t 
be  landed,  packed,  pickled,  or  smoked  for  market. 

That  the  petitioners  employ  a number  of  vessels  of  class  3d  in  the  fisheries,  which  hare 
of  late  been  charged  with  payment  of  lights,  while  the  two  former  classes  continue  to  be 
exempted. 

That  the  fisheries  are  a fluctuating,  yet  important  branch  of  trade,  and  were  formerly 
encouraged  by  bounties  which  have  now  ceased,  employing  upwards  of  90,000  persons  in 
all  the  remote  parts  of  the  kingdom. 

That  fishing  and  curing  in  the  western  lochs  of  Scotland,  where  vessels  of  class  2d  are 
exempted  from  payment  of  lights,  differ  from  the  fisheries  on  the  east  coast,  where  the 
boats  hired  by  the  petitioners  fish  in  the  German  Ocean,  perhaps  20  miles  from  land  and 
are  frequently  obliged  to  take  shelter  and  land  the  fish  at  the  stations  or  creeks  that  can 
be  most  conveniently  approached,  where  the  petitioners  require  to  have  barrels  and  salt 
brought  by  their  vessels,  and  the  fish,  while  in  process  of  cure,  removed  by  them  to  the 
curing  establishments. 

That  to  limit  the  exemptions  from  payment  of  lights  as  now  attempted,  would  deprive 
the  petitioners  of  the  benefit,  subject  them  to  serious  loss  arising  from  the  position  of  their 
curing  establishments,  and  to  unequal  competition  with  individuals  carrying  on  the  same 
trade  at  other  places  ; that  such  distinctions  would  be  impolitic  and  vexatious, especially 
as  all  cured  fish  re-shipped  are  chargeable  with  lights. 

That  were  the  petitioners  compelled  to  pay  on  their  vessels  employed  in  the  fisheries, 
and  the  welled  smacks  to  be  exempted,  it  would  be  taxing  the  poor,  who  are  the  con- 
sumers of  salt  fish,  to  support  lights  for  vessels  employed  in  catching  fresh  fish  for  the 
luxury  of  the  rich,  a proposition  which  the  petitioners  believe  would  never  be  entertained 
by  your  Honourable  House. 

May  it  therefore  please  your  Honors  to  take  the  petitioner’s  case  into  consideration, 
and  to  grant  them  exemption  from  payment  of  lights  on  all  vessels  while  employed 
iu  the  fisheries. 

And  the  petitioners  will  ever  pray. 

(Seven  signatures.) 


UNTO  the  Right  Honourable  the  Commons  of  the  United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland  in  Parliament  assembled. 

The  PETITION  of  the  Fishcurers  of  Montrose. 

Humbly  showeth, 

Tn  at  your  petitioners  annually  employ  vessels,  varying  from  forty  to  eighty  tons  each, 
during  the  months  of  July,  August,  and  part  of  September,  being  the  herring-fishing 
season,  tor  the  purpose  of  carrying  the  herrings  from  the  different  fishing  stations  to  this 
port,  in  order  that  their  cure  may  be  here  completed.  These  fish  are  expressly  brought 
oy  the  said  vessels  for  the  purpose  of  being  made  into  red  or  dried  herrings : and  at  the 
station  where  they  are  caught  they  get  only  such  a quantity  of  salt  as  is  absolutely 
necessary  tor  their  preservation  till  they  arrive  at  the  home  establishment,  where  they 
are  cured  ; the  quantity  brought  at  one  time  depending  entirely  on  the  day’s  fishing,  irre- 
spective of  its  being  a full  or  even  a half  cargo. 

.1.;??}  the  hen™“8»  so  brought,  when  landed,  are  immediately  put  into  drying-houses  for 
Uni  ty  horns  at  least,  so  that  their  cure  may  be  completed  ; after  which  they  are  put  into 
• geS’  V'd  reshlPPed  by  vessels  for  the  London  and  other  English  markets,  being 
fi  k SUC  1 a ™aiirer,1 as  t0  keeP  ten  or  fi,teen  flays;  tile  other  vessels  in  which  the 
are  original  y brought  being-  immediately  dispatched  back  with  empty  barrels 
and  salt  again  to  meet  the  wants  of  ike  fishing  station  where  the  fish  are  caught 

ni0t  emPJ°yed>  as  has  keen  represented,  in  carrying  cured  fish  for 
expoiiattoi},  but  simp1)-  and  solely  for  the  accommodation  of  the  home  carer,  who  is 
hi,  h™  ST  TCn-T  10  tlm  exPcnsive  mode  of  conveyance  from  the  fishing  station  to 
is  permanent  establishment  in  consequence  of  his  stay  at  the  fishing  station  being  hllt 


, 1 «■  . l-ull!sequence  ot  nis  stay  at  the  fishing  station  Detng  out 

markets  “ ’ d ° there  not  bemg  lhe  ®cnM  of  preparing  the  fish  there  for  the  proper 

wllob  136  CLU^.  *n,a  sl"table  manner  only  at  the  permanent  establishment,  t< 

* >a^aS  if™  e.xPlained>  fey  are  brought  in  the  green  slate  by  vessels  employed  foi 
ne  puipose  ; these  latter  vessels  return  to  the  fishing  station  with  emotv  nackages,  exactij 
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as  is  done  with  such  vessels  as  are  employed  in  carrying  fresh  salmon  from  the  Spey,  and 
other  stations,  to  Aberdeen,  where  they  are  re-iced  and  shipped  for  London,  these  latter 
vessels  being  returned  to  the  Spey  and  other  stations  with  empty  boxes,  and  other  fishinc 
stores.  Both  branches  of  the  fishing  trade  are  therefore  precisely  in  the  same  situation 
but  while  the  Legislature  grants  exemption  in  levying  light  dues  to  those  companies  con- 
nected with  salmon  vessels,  lobster,  oyster,  sprat,  and  cod  fishing  smacks  of  all  descrip- 
tions, your  petitioners  are  not  treated  with  the  like  liberality,  but  are  compelled  to  pay  the 
light  dues  in  the  same  proportion  as  any  other  vessel  employed  in  ordinary  trade.  J 

Your  petitioners  were  so  far  favoured  as  to  have  enjoyed,  a number  of  years,"  complete 
exemption  from  the  lights,  but  last  season  they  were  compelled  to  make  payment  of  the  full 
dues  to  the  Commissioners  of  Northern  Lights,  and  although  a memorial  to  the  above  effect 
was  laid  before  that  honourable  body,  they  did  not  seetn  disposed  to  give  the  slightest 
attention  to  the  grievance  complained  of  by  your  petitioners.  Your  Honourable  House 
must  be  aware  how  much  depends  upon  the  prosperity  of  this  branch  of  trade,  which  at  the 
present  moment  requires  rather  to  be  fostered  and  encouraged  in  every  way  than  to  be 
borne  down  by  increased  burdens.  It  gives  employment  to  a large  proportion  of  the 
population  of  this  part  of  Her  Majesty’s  dominions,  rearing  a countless  number  of  those 
hardy  seamen  who  man  the  fleets  of  their  Sovereign.  The  herring  fishery  of  Scotland  is, 
besides,  one  of  the.  most  productive  branches  of  its  commerce,  supplying,  on  the  oue  hand’ 
poor  and  barren  districts  with  cheap  and  nutritious  food,  and  furnishing  a delicacy  at  the 
tables  of  the  rich  and  affluent ; while,  on  the  other  hand,  it  neither  obtains  nor  asks  the 
slightest  aid  from  Government  to  maintain  or  support  it. 

Under  these  circumstances,  your  petitioners  view  the  difference  of  the  treatment  awarded 
to  them  and  the  exemption  granted  to  the  salmon,  lobster,  and  oyster  smacks  as  invidious 
and  very  unreasonable;  and  they  humbly  submit  that  they  are  making  no  extravagant 
demand,  when  they  desire  merely  to  be  put  upon  an  equal  footing  with  their  brethren 
in  trade. 

They  therefore  trust  that  your  Honourable  House  will,  in  your  wisdom,  take  their  case 
into  your  serious  consideration,  and  put  them  upon  a level  with  their  English  competitors. 
They  entertain  no  doubt  but  your  Honourable  House  will  see  the  justice  of  their  demand, 
and  not  only  relieve  them  from  the  lights  in  succeeding  seasons,  blit  give  command  that 
the  money  they  were  compelled  to  pay  last  season  be  returned,  as  it  must  be  obvious,  if  this 
is  not  gran  led,  your  petitioners  are  put  upon  a worse  footing  than  other  branches  of  the 
British  fisheries,  which,  it  is  humbly  presumed,  your  Honourable  House  would  be  far  from 
wishing. 

And  your  petitioners  will  ever  pray. 

(Seven  signatures.) 


r , . — — - management  of  lighthouses,  buoys,  &c.  and  the  dues  levied  on  shipping 

or  me  maintenance  of  the  same  ; they  therefore  embrace  the  opportunity  thus  afforded 
mbly  t°  represent  that  light  dues,  &c.  are  a heavy  burden  on  the  shipping  interest, 
which,  for  sfivpml  w-  a ,1  r..  0 . ' 


UNTO  the  Honourable  the  Commons  of  the  United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland  in  Parliament  assembled. 

The  PETITION  of  the  Shipowner,  Shipmasters,  Merchants,  and  Others,  of 
the  Royal  Burgh  and  Port  of  Montrose, 

Humbly  showeth, 

tWHAT  y?rU‘  Pelitioners  have  teen  informed,  through  their  representative  in  Parliament, 
mat  your  Honourable  House  has  appointed  a Select  Committee  to  take  into  consideration 

the  condition  an.d  - - • - 

for  the  maintenan 

humbly  to  repress...,,  uuc 

which,  for  several  years,  has  been  in  a very  depressed  condition,  preventing  the  employ- 
ent  of  sailors,  and  in  many  cases  ruinous  to  shipowners.  The  lighthouses  and  lio-ht 
ras8  v.i  coa®1?  Scotland  are  more  especially  complained  of,  being  in  almost  every 
double,  and  in  some  instances  quadruple,  those  on  the  English  coasts. 

.oj,*,  U a.pPears  by  the  Report  of  a Select  Committee  of  your  Honourable  House  in 
240  <3  7 the  Sross  amount  levied  for  lights,  8tc.  in  the  United  Kingdom  in  1832  was 

was  wh*°h  amount  22,125/.  was  paid  for  collection,  whilst  only  74,832/. 

of  iK  • ■ maintenance  of  the  lights,  leaving  a surplus  of  142,436/.  at  the  disposal 
tv  ...  Y,nl'y  Board,  the  Commissioners  of  Northern  Lights,  and  the  Ballast  Board  of 
m,  but  how  this  extraordinary  surplus  has  been  applied  is  a mystery, 
that  l*1  jU-r  PeL* t*°ners  believe  that  the  amount  levied  in  later  years  has  greatly  exceeded 
the  liSr  ln  1°32>  and  that  the  amount  of  the  surplus  has  also  increased.  The  whole  of 
die  royafnay6  SUPPorle(*  exclusively  by  the  commercial  navy,  no  part  thereof  falling  upon 

as  Pe*'l*'oners  humbly  submit,  that  as  the  lights,  &c.  are  beneficial  to  the  royal  navy 
shonbl  k38  ,0  n commerc'al  navy,  it  is  not  just  nor  reasonable  that  shipowners  alone 
advant  °e  C0“Pe“e<*  t0  hear  the  whole  cost  of  maintaining  these  lights,  and  that  as  the 
the  ge  huoys,  and  beacons  are  required  for  the  royal  navy,  and  thus  serve 

Honn  m lateresls  °f  the  country,  your  petitioners  respectfully  beg  to  impress  upon  your 
borne^  11  °uSe  t*lat  t*le  charge  should  be  paid  from  the  general  revenue,  and  thus  be 
Purpos 6<l  y °y  lhe  community,  who  have  the  advantage  of  the  lights  for  national 


4R 


That 
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That  if  the  expense  of  lights,  &c.  is  paid  out  of  the  public  revenue,  the  shippioo-  interest 
will  not  only  be  relieved  by  the  abolition  of  the  large  amount  of  dues,  but  also°from  the 
trouble  and  delay  attendant  on  the  payment,  as  at  present,  by  each  ship  upon  each  sepa- 
rate voyage;  and  your  petitioners  further  submit,  that  as  all  imposts  upon  shipping 
eventually  be  borne  by  the  consumer  of  the  goods  freighted,  the  public  will  also  eventuallv 
benefit  by  such  an  arrangement.  y 

That  consular  establishments  in  foreign  countries  are  maintained  for  the  protection  of 
the  general  commerce  of  the  country,  and  are  paid  out  of  the  general  revenue,  and 
although  the  shipowners  engaged  in  trading  to  those  places  derive  the  direct  advantage 
yet  the  community  derive  benefit  also  from  all  the  facilities  given  to  commerce,  and  there^ 
fore  pay  for  those  establishments. 

That  it  appears  reasonable  to  the  petitioners  that  lighthouses,  buoys,  and  beacons 
should,  in  like  manner,  be  supported  out  of  the  general  revenue,  being  for  the  general 
national  benefit,  by  which  great  relief  will  be  given  to  your  petitioners  and  the  shippino- 
interests,  by  being  relieved  from  imposts  which  are  serious  in  amount,  and  rendered  more 
vexatious  by  the  manner  of  collection. 

Your  petitioners  therefore  humbly  pray  tha,t  your  Honourable  House  will  take 
measures  for  abolishing  light  dues,  and  for  maintaining  lighthouses,  &c.  out  of  the 
public  revenue,  under  an  efficient  and  responsible  Board,  and,  as  in  duty  bound,  they 
will  ever  pray. 

(Seventy  signatures.) 


III.— IRELAND. 


BLACKROCK. 

Sir,  9 July  1845. 

There  is  the  light  on  the  castle  at  Blackrock,  of  which  I am  in  charge,  and  is  merely 
a lantern  for  the  guidance  of  vessels  and  boats  sailing  in  the  river  at  night;  it  is  main- 
tained at  the  expense  of  the  Harbour  Commissioners,  and  no  dues  are  demanded  or  re- 
ceived for  its  use;  it  is  situated  in  the  river  Lee,  about  two  miles  below  Cork,  and  no 
register  is  kept  of  vessels  passing  up  and  down  the  river. 

I am,  &c. 

John  Caskman, 

Wardour  of  Blackrock  Castle,  Cork. 

To  the  Clerk  of  the  Committee  on  Lighthouses, 

House  of  Commons. 


MARYPORT. 

Sir,  Harbour-office,  Maryport,  15  July  1845. 

I beg  leave  to  forward  the  accompanying  answers  to  the  queries  contained  in  the 
Chairman’s  letter  received  last  week. 


Yearly  Receipts : 

1 842  - 

1843  - 
1844- 


Yearly  Expenditure  - - - 
Light  dues  1 d.  per  ton. 

Amount  of  dues  answered  above. 

Number  of  vessels  in  1842 
» » 1843 

” „ 1844 

Aggregate  tonnage  1842  - - _ 

» ,,  1843  - 

” „ 1844  - 


£. 

s. 

d. 

445 

14 

3 

470 

16 

5 

553 

17 

4 

25 

- 

- 

- 1,918 

- 2,003 

- 2,236 

- Tons  106,971 

- 112,997 

- 132,928 


Acts  of  Parliament : 

Act  4 "Will.  4,  Seas.  1833,  intituled,  “An  Act  for  better  preserving  the  Harbour  of 
Maryport,  See.  &c.  * 6 

New  harbour  works  are  in  progress,  and  a new  arrange, nent  of  lights  will  shortly  be 
carried  into  effect ; due  notice  of  which  shall  be  given  to  the  Committee. 

I remain,  &c. 

(signed)  Robert  Hetherington, 

T ™ „ _ . , Clerk  to  the  Trustees,  Maryport  Harbour. 

10  the  Clerk  Committee  on  Lighthouses, 

House  of  Commons. 
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Appendix,  No.  68. 

COMPARATIVE  STATEMENTS  AND  GENERAL  RETURNS.  Expend™ 

A r garni  Burner 

in  England,  Scot- 

COMPARATIVE  STATEMENT  of  the  Annual  Average  Expense  for  maintaining  One  landf  and  Ireland- 

Argand  Burner,  in  the  Trinity  House  Lights,  in  the  Northern  Lights,  and  in  

the  Irish  Lighthouses. 

Trinity  House  Lights  - £.31  - - Annual  average  cost  for  maintaining  one  burner. 

Northern  Lights  - - - 29  - - ditto  - - - ditto  - - - ditto. 

Irish  Lights  - - - - 23  8 8 ditto  - - - ditto  - - - ditto! 


DETAILED  STATEMENT  of  the  Calculation  for  the  Annual  Average  Cost  of  main- 
taining an  Argand  Burner  in  the  Lighthouses  of  Ireland. 


In  the  Return  of  the  number  of  burners  in  the  Irish  lighthouses  and  floating 
lights  (page  605)  the  total  number  was  stated  at  - ...  . 

In  this  was  included  one  concentric  wick  burner  for  a dioptric  lio-ht  of  the 
first  class,  entered  only  as  one  burner.*  Eor  comparison,  the  number  of 
argand  burners  equivalent  to  this  dioptric  burner  should  be  stated,  for 
which  add  to  the  one  entered  ________ 


Making  a Total  of  Burners  - - - 


799 

13 

812 


From  this  deduct  the  number  of  burners  in  floating  lights 

And  the  remainder 

Is  the  number  of  burners  in  the  Irish  lighthouses. 


56 


756 


In  the  Return  made  to  the  Committee  (page  587)  the  ordinary  annual  expense  of 
maintaining  the  Irish  lighthouses  and  floating  lights  during  the  year  1844  is  stated 


£. 

From  which  sum  the  following  deductions  are  to  be  made : 

1.  Ordinary  annual  expense  for  maintaining  floating  lights  during  same 

year  - - - - - - - - - £.  3,761  18  9 

2.  .expense  01  premises  at  Arranmore,  not  a lighthouse  82  3 4 

3.  Year’s  expense  for  maintaining  the  “Supply,”  the 

vessel  used  on  inspection,  &c.  - £.1,151  3 to 

Less  by  proportion,  chargeable  for 

freights 116  10  - 

1,034  13  10 


Ordinary  Annual  Expense  for  Lighthouses 


- - £. 


22,596  18  2 


4,878  15  11 


17,718 


Divide  this  sum  by  the  number  of  burners  in  the  Irish  lighthouses,  and 
£.  17,718 

£•  23.  8.  8.,  or  the  average  cost  of  maintaining  one  burner  in  the  Irish  lights. 


Note.  In  the  statements  made  to  the  Committee  the  annual  expenses  for  steam  or  other 
vessels  used  on  inspection  of  the  Trinity  House  and  Northern  Lights  do  not  appear  to 
iave  been  included  in  the  statement  of  cost  for  maintaining  lighthouses  ; but  even  if  the 
wnole  of  such  expense  incurred  for  the  Irish  lights  establishment  were  added,  the  compa- 
rison would  be  as  follows  : v 


Trinity  House  Lights 
Northern  Lights  - 
Irish  Lights 


£.  s.  d. 

31  - - Annual  average  cost  for  maintaining  one  burner. 
29  - - ditto  - - - ditto  - - - ditto. 

24  18  3 ditto  - - - ditto  - - - ditto. 


tu  lhis  ?harg„e  fOT  «Bsds  used  on  inspection  having  (properly,  as  I think)  been  omitted, 
he  comparison  first  made  is  the  correct  one,  viz. 

m . . , £.  s.  d. 

rimty  House  Lights  - 31  _ _ Annual  average  cost  for  maintaining  one  burner. 
Northern  Lights  - - 29  - - ditto  - - - ditto  - - - ditto, 

lush  Lights  - - 23  8 8 ditto  - - - ditto  - - - ditto. 

Calculating 

arSand  burners  for  dioptric  was  stated  in  the  Returns  of  the  number  of 
Ders  Jn  the  Trinity  and  Northern  Lights. 
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Expense  of  an 
Argand  Burner 
in  England,  Scot- 
land, and  Ireland. 


Calculating  the  expenditure  under  the  same  heads  for  each,  and  including  light-room 
stores  (including  oil),  general  stores  (including  fuel),  furniture,  utensils,  salaries  to  light- 
keepers,  ordinary  repairs,  attending  boats,  cartage,  &c.  of  stores. 


9 July  1845. 


(signed)  George  Halpin,  Jun.,  c.  e. 

Assistant  Inspector  of  Lighthouses  and  Works. 


STATEMENT  of  the  Average  Annual  Expense  of  maintaining  a Lighthouse,  deducting 
Average  from  Total  Number  of  Irish  Lighthouses. 

£'-i^-8  = £.3,6.  7.10. 

9 July  1845.  (signed)  G.  Halpin,  Jun. 


Explanatory  Statement  by  Mr.  J.  Herbert. 


The  total  ordinary  charge  in  1844  for  lighthouses,  &c.  in  Ireland 
(p.  587.  ) is  - --  --  --  --  - 

Add  for  St.  John’s  Point  light,  exhibited  1 May  1844,  the  charge  for 
eight  months  being  300  /.,  that  for  four  months  (had  the  light  been 
exhibited)  would  be  an  additional  sum  of 

Making  a Total  of  -----  £. 


And  in  which  sum  there  is  charged  for 
Lighthouse  stores  ---------- 

For  requisites  - --  --  --  --  - 

And  proportion  of  freight,  (as  in  p.  683)  ------ 

Error  in  addition  of  collection  ordinary  charges,  1844  - 

Total  ------  £. 


£.  s. 

d. 

22,596  18 

2 

150  - 

- 

| 22,746  18  2 

971  8 

5 

38  t6 

9 

116  10 
1 - 

| M27  >6  2 

And  which  divided  by  812  (the  total  number  of  burners  in  land  and  floating  lights), 
will  give  £.  1-3888  as  a charge  per  burner  for  lighthouse  stores,  &c. 

The  Account  will  therefore  stand  thus : — 


Proportionate  Charge 
for  Stores,  Uc. 

Ordinary  Charges. 

TOTAL. 

£.  s.  d. 

£.  s.  d. 

C.  s.  A 

27  Coast  lights,  having  540  burners 

749  >9  6 

11,501  17  3 

12,251  16  9 

29  Harbour  lights,  having  216  burners 

299  19  9 

5,359  9 11 

£. 

•5,659  9 8 
17,9! 1 6 5 

3 Floating  lights,  having  56  burners 

77  15  11 

3,640  1 8 8 

£. 

3,7 1 8 14  7 
21,630  1 " 

■Buildings  at  Arranmore 

- - 

- 

82  3 4 

Supply”  tender  - 

- - - 

- - - 

1,034  13  10 

Total  (see  above)  - - - £. 

22,746  18  2 

27  Coast  lights,  average 
Ur 

29  Harbour  lights,  average  - 
Or  - 


£.  s.  d. 

453  'S  fi  per  house. 
22  13  9 per  burner. 
195  3 1 per  house. 

26  4 - per  burner. 


In  page  587  the  floating  lights  are  stated  to  cost  3,640 /.  18s.  8 d.,  but  in  page  683, 
sum  of  3,761/.  18  s.  g d.  is  inserted  as  the  ordinary  charge.  The  former  sum  has  e 
taken  in  the  foregoing  calculation,  adding  thereto  a proportion  of  the  cost  of  lig"*1  o' 
•stores,  &c.  ,, 

(signed)  *'• a' 
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COMPARATIVE  STATEMENT  of  the  Expense  of  maintaining  an  Argand  Burner  in 
the  Northern  Lights,  and  that  of  an  Argand  in  the  English  Lights. 


1. — Northern  Lights  Burners. 

Number  of  Argand  Burners,  per  Engineer’s  Statement  4)  - 
Ditto,  in  the  two  dioptric  burners  of  Inchkeith  and  Isle  of  May  (Skerryvore 
and  Little  Ross  not  having  been  lighted,)  at  17  argands  each  - 

Total  Argands  in  Northern  Lights  - - _ _ 


458 


From  the  Return  entitled  “Abstract  of  Expenditure  for  Ten  Years,”  it 
appears  that  the  actual  charge  at  all  the  Northern  Lighthouses  (ex- 
clusive of  Little  Ross  and  Skerryvore  not  lighted),  taken  under  the 
following  heads  of  lightroom  stores  (including  oil),  general  stores 
(including  fuel),  furniture  and  utensils,  clothing,  salaries,  and  wages, 
ordinary  building  repairs  and  miscellaneous  (including  travelling 
charges,  attending  boats,  keep  of  horse  for  carting  stores,  medical 
aid  and  provisions  where  furnished),  amounts,  during  ten  years, 
ending  1843,  to  the  total  sum  of  ------- 

Whereof  one-tenth  gives  an  average  annual  expenditure  for  maintain- 
ing 458  argand  burners,  of-  - --  --  -- 


£.  s.  d. 


134,202  7 Qj 


13.420  4 94 


Hence  the  cost  of  maintaining  each  Northern  Light  burner  = ^ 3,420. 4. 9^.  g 

58 

jY.  B.  If  the  dioptric  burners  be  valued  at  only  14  argands  each,  as  in  the  Trinity-House 
Return,  the  expense  of  maintaining  each  burner  will  be  = ^•13)420»4-  9 £•  __  £ „0  o „ 

452  ' " J * 

2. — Trinity-House  Burners. 

It  appears  by  the  Return  dated  24th  April  1845,  that  there  are  equivalent  to  864  argand 
burners  m the  land  lights  belonging  to  the  Corporation  of  the  Trinity  House,  which  in  that 
Return  are  stated  as  follows  : — 

674  burners. 
*54  „ 


Lighthouses  - -------- 

11  dioptric  of  the  first  order,  estimated  equal  to  14  burners  each 
4 dioptric  of  the  second  order  - - 9 - „ - - 


Total  Argands  in  Trinity  Lights  - ■ 

By  a “Return  of  the  Expense  of  Maintenance  of  each  of  the  Light 
Establishments,  belonging  to  the  Corporation  of  Trinity  House  of 
Deptford  Strond  in  the  Year  1843,”  it  appears  that  the  total  for 
ordinary  charges  amounts  in  that  year  to  the  sum  of  - 


From  this  sum  deduct  the  following  charges  : 

Ordinary  charges  of  the  floating  lights 
2.  In  the  foregoing  statement  of  the  Northern  Lights, 
nothing  is  included  for  “ pensions,”  nor  for  " rent, 
taxes,  See.,”  and  lienee  we  must  make  a further  de- 
duction of  such  items  under  these  heads  as  belong 
-to  the  land  lighthouses  only  (the  floating  lights 
being  excluded) ; thus,  we  have  for  “ pensions,”  a 
deduction  of  - --  --  -- 

And  for  “ rents,  taxes,  &c.”  a deduction  of 


£.  s. 

28,938  1 5 


1,196  1 

736  15 


Leaving  for  Annual  Ordinary  Expense  of  864  \ 
Argand  Burners  the  Sum  of  - - - J 


£.  s. 
59,746  - 


30,871  11  7 


28,874  8 6 


Hence  the  cost  of  maintaining  each  Trinity  House  burner  = £— ^§74-  8-  6. 

864  _ 

Ditto31  °rdinary  maintenance  of  an  Argand  in  Trinity  Lights  - 


= £•33  8 4 


for  Northern  Lights  - 
Difference  of  Cost  - 


Northern  Light  Office,  Edinburgh. 


£.  s.  d. 

- 

33  8 4 

“ . ■ 

29  6 - 

- - £. 

424 

(signed)  Alan  Stevenson. 
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land, and  Ireland. 
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686  APPENDIX  TO  REPORT  FROM  THE 


OBSERVATIONS  on  tlie  Statement  made  by  Mr.  Alan  Stevenson,  Engineer  to  the  Com. 
missioners  of  Northern  Lighthouses,  in  respect  of  the  comparative  Expense  per  Burner 
of  the  English  and  Scotch  Lighthouses. 

The  results  of  Mr.  Stevenson’s  statements  and  calculations,  are.  That  the  f.  s.  ^ 
annual  ordinary  maintenance  of  an  Argand  in  Trinity  Lights  is  - - 33  8 4 

Ditto  - - ditto  - - Northern  Lights  - - 29  6 - 

Difference  of  cost  - - £.4  2 4 

In  the  number  of  burners  stated  to  be  contained  in  the  Scotch  Lights,  two 
are  included  which  belong  to  the  Skerryvore  Light,  which  establishment 
is  excluded  from  the  statement,  not  having  been  exhibited  ten  years ; 
thus  the  number  of  burners  in  the  Scotch  Lights  will  be  456,  instead  of 
458;  this  reduction  in  number  will  augment  the  average  charge  per  burner 


from  - - - - - - - - - - - -£.  296- 

to  --------------  29  13  - 


The  amount  stated  as  the  charge  for  maintaining  the  English  Land  Lights, 
viz.  £.28,874,  8s.  6d.,  includes  the  following  charges  for  buoys  and 
beacons,  which  should  necessarily  be  deducted  prior  to  calculating  the 
average  expense  per  burner : these  are. 


Coquet  buoys  - 

Dee  buoys  - - - - 

Longships  beacons  - 
South  Stack  beacons 

- £-695 

- 704 

- 59 

3 

- 4 

I 7 
3 9 

II  10 

£. 1,461 

17  6 

Thus  reducing  the  amount  upon  which  the  average  is  to  be  taken  to 

- £.  27,412 

11  - 

or  per  burner  (864) 

£.31 

14  6 

instead  of  - 

f-33 

8 4 

The  average  rate  per  burner  for  Scotch  Lights,  as  above 
English  Lights  - 

£.  29  13  - 
31  14  6 

which  shows  an  excess  in  the  expense  per  burner  in  English  Lights  of  £.  2 1 

6 each 

and  not,  as  stated  per  the  engineer,  of  - 

- £.4  2 

4 each 

But  this  standard  of  comparison,  when  applied  to  any  other  charges  than  the  mere 
expense  of  oil  and  lighting  stores,  is  altogether  fallacious  ; because  the  establishment  of 
keepers  and  other  expenses  must  be  precisely  the  same  in  maintaining  a constant  and 
efficient  light,  whether  the  number  of  burners  in  the  lantern  of  the  tower  be  large  or  small: 
thus,  for  example  sake,  in  the  English  lighthouse  at  Pakefield,  a single  burner  only  is  in 
use,  but  the  maintenance  of  this  is  most  important,  and  the  same  constant  watch  is 
required  during  the  night-time  as  if  the  lamps  were  many,  involving  necessarily  the  employ- 
ment, as  at  other  stations,  of  a principal  and  an  assistant  keeper;  as  in  the  instance  of  the 
lighthouse  at  Beachy  Head,  in  which  there  are  30  burners.  These  cases  will  suffice  to 
exemplify  what  is  meant,  but  others  of  a like  description  in  the  English  lighthouses  could 
be  adduced;  hence  it  arises  that  the  average  number  of  burners  in  the  67  separate  light- 
house towers  in  England  is  no  more  than  13,  while  in  the  26  towers  in  Scotland  the 
average  is  17 J burners,  or  thereabouts;  and  it  results,  adhering  to  the  aggregate  amount 
of  charge  for  Scotland,  as  stated  by  Mr.  Stevenson,  that,  while  the  excess  per  burner  in 
England  is  2 1.  is.  6 d.  each,  the  average  cost  per  tower,  of  the  67  towers,  is  409 1.',  an“ 
that  in  Scotland  (the  26  towers  costing,  as  stated  by  Mr.  Stevenson,  13,420/.)  the  average 
cost  per  tower  is  516/.,  notwithstanding  that  the  salaries  to  the  light-keepers  in  England 
are  higher  than  to  those  in  Scotland : but  it  must  not  be  overlooked,  on  the  other  hand, 
that  the  average  number  of  burners  in  each  light-tower  in  Scotland  being  4^  in  excess  of 
the  number  in  England,  the  necessary  expense  of  each  tower  will  be  proportionately 
larger. 

Mem. — In  the  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Lighthouses  of  1834,  page  30,  the  following 
statement  of  the  average  expense  of  the  lighthouses  occurs,  viz. : 

In  England  - - - - - £.511 

In  Scotland  - 514 

In  Ireland  _____  goo 


Trinity  House,  London, 
28  June  1845. 


} 


(signed)  Berk*. 
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STATEMENT  of  the  Cost  of  maintaining  a Revolving  Light,  fitted  with  15  Catoptric 
Lamps,  as  by  Return  of  Messrs.  Wilkins,  compared  with  Expense  of  maintaining  a 
Revolving  Light-  fitted  with  15  Argand  Lamps,  at  ordinary  rate  of  Expense,  as  in  the 
Irish  Lights. 


£.  s.  d. 

685  gallons  of  oil,  at  3s.  6d. 

119  17  6 

32 oz.  polishing  powder,  for 

reflectors  - 

- 10  - 

6 gross  cylinders  at  8s.  per 

dozen  - - - - 

23  8 - 

24  gross  cotton  wicks,  at 

4 ?.  per  gross 

4 16  - 

36  leathers  at  1 s.  each 

1 16  - 

36  plate-glass  cloths  at  6d. 

each  - 

- 18  - 

36  reflector-cloths  at  3 Id. 

each  - 

- 10  6 

1 pair  of  trimming  scissors 

- 2 6 

1 box  mandril  - 

- - 6 

£. 

151  19  - 

Salaries  to  light-keepers, 

iuel,  attending  boats, 

cartage  of  stores,  and 

repairs,  &c.  would  be  the 

same  to  each,  for  which 

add,  say,  for  all  charges 

360  - - 

£. 

fin  19  - 

570  gallons  of  sperm  oil,  j 

at  6 s.  4 d.  per  gallon  - 1 

180  10  - 

l6oz.  of  polishing  powder 

for  reflectors 

2 gross  cylinders,  at  s/5  s. 

per  gross 

3 10  - 

9 gross  of  cotton  wicks  at 

2 s.  Qd.  per  gross 

1 4 9 

4 leathers  at  is.  6 d. 

- 6 - 

Towels,  cloths,  tow 

- L5  4 

1 pair  of  trimming  scissors 

- 2 6 

1 box  mandril 

- - 6 

£. 

186  14  1 

In  this,  taking  the  extreme 

case  of  an  insulated  re- 

mote  situation,  this  item 

would  in  all  ordinary 

cases  be  considerably 

less  - 

360  - - 

£. 

546  14  1 

Salaries  to  keepers  and  all  stores  excepting  light-room  stores,  would  be  the  same  for  a 
light  of  15  burners  as  for  one  of  double  that  number  ; also  salaries  of  keepers,  or  a differ- 
ence on  the  whole  maintenance  of  the  lighthouse  and  its  establishment  of  keepers  of 
about  one  fifteenth  to  one  tenth,  and  a difference  of  between  one  fifth  and  one  sixth  on 
cost  of  the  light-room  stores  of  oil,  8tc. ; and  this  on  the  supposition  that  the  lights  would 
be  of  equal  strength.  The  greater  quantity  of  wicks  and  glasses  used  with  the  catoptric 
lamps  suggest  an  objection  on  that  score,  independent  of  expense. 

July  1845.  (signed)  Geo.  Halpin,  Jun.,  c.  e. 


Appendix,  No.  68 

(A> 

Expense  of  a Light 
with  Rape  Oil. 


NOTE  from  Robert  Wilkins,  Esq.  to  Joseph  Hume,  Esq.  m.  p. 

Referring  to  Mr.  Halpin’s  statement  before  the  Committee  on  Lighthouses,  as  regards 
the  comparative  average  cost  of  stores  for  the  catoptric  and  Argand  lamps,  I have  noliesi- 
tation  in  declaring,  that  the  cylinders  and  cotton  wicks  for  the  use  of  the  catoptric  lamp 
mil  not  exceed  the  quantity  required  by  the  Argand;  nor  would  there  be  a greater  expen- 
diture of  the  other  stores,  such  as  leathers,  glass,  cloths,  &c.  The  reduction  of  the  duty 
on  glass,  and  an  increase  of  supply,  will  enable  us  to  charge  a third  less  than  the  price 
before  quoted  for  the  cylinders.  In  stating  that  the  catoptric  and  Argand  lamps  bear  an 
equal  proportion  in  the  expenditure  of  stores,  it  may  be  found  at  variance  with  our  estimate 
pven  to  the  Peninsular  Steam  Navigation  Company  for  the  Suez  light,  &c. ; but  this  may 
be  explained  away  by  our  rule  of  including  an  extra  quantity  of  stores  always  for  foreign 
service,  to  guard  against  casualties.  We  beg  to  state,  that  as  the  cottons  used  in  the 
catoptric  lamps  are  of  necessity  thicker  in  texture  than  those  used  in  the  Argand,  their 
absorption  of  oil  is  greater,  which  not  only  renders  them  less  liable  to  carbonise,  but  from 
e greater  combustion  produces  a much  more  powerful  and  more  brilliant  light,  which 
on  mues,  without  trimming  or  interference,  for  twice  the  length  of  time  in  comparison  with 
e Alga'K  : have  tested  the  catoptric  lamp  in  so  many  ways  with  the  Argand  as  to 

rrant  us  in  saying,  without  fear  of  contradiction,  that  the  former  casts  a shadow  nearly 
as  dark  again  as  the  latter. 

24  Long  Acre,  2 Aug.  1845.  (signed)  Robert  Wilkins. 


LIST  of  Lighthouses  fitted  with  Wilkins’s  Patent  Catoptric  Lamps  for  Burniug  the  Refined 
Rape  Oil. 

July  - 1840 
October  - 1841 
- November  1841 


Cape  Coast  Castle 
Bovor  Harbour  - 
Tobago 

Handofst.  Kilt's  " 
Honing  Light  . 

0.36. 


- February  1842 

- June  - 1842 

- June  - 1842 


Tees  Navigation 
Suez  Harbour  Light 
South  Pillar  Light,  for  Trinity 
House,  Quebec 
Half  Moon  Ray,  Nassau 
Halifax  - 


January  - 1843 
April  - 1 845 


April 

May 

May 


1845 

1845 

1845 
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Appendix,  No.  68 

(*)•  , 

Expense  ot  a Light 

with  Rape  Oil. 


Appendix,  No,  6g. 

British  Shipping 
Registered  in  1 844. 


Appendix,  No.  60 

w 

Seamen  Registered 
in  Ports  of  the 
British  Empire. 


PARTICULARS  of  Cost  for  maintaining  a Revolving  Light  with 
Lamps  and  Reflectors,  for  one  Year. 

685  gallons  oil,  at  3 s.  6 d.  ------- 

32  oz.  polishing  powder  for  reflectors  - - - 

6 gross  cylinders,  per  dozen  6s.  6 d.  - 
24  gross  cotton  wicks,  at  4s.  - 

36  leathers,  at  1 s. 

36  plate-glass  cloths,  at  6 d. 

36  reflector  cloths,  at  3 \d.  ------ 

1 pair  trimming  scissors  -------- 

1 box  trimming  mandrill  - ------ 


15  Catoptric 

£■  s.  d. 

n9  7 6 

- 10  - 

23  8 - 
4 16  - 
1 16  - 

- 18  - 

- 10  6 

- 2 6 

- - 6 


I5t  19  - 


For  maintaining  a Fixed  Light  with  24 Catoptric  Lamps  and  Reflectors,  for  One  Year. 


1,095  gallons  oil,  at  3 s.  6tZ.  - 

10  gross  cylinders,  per  dozen  6 s.  6 d,  - 
36  gross  cotton  wicks,  at  4s. 

36  leathers,  at  1 s. 

36  plate-glass  cloths,  at  6d. 

48  reflector  cloths,  at  3 id.  - 

1 pair  trimming  scissors  - 

2 boxes  mandrills  - 

64  oz.  polishing  powder  - 


£■  s.  d. 

191  12  6 
39  - - 


- 14  - 

- 2 6 


RETURN  of  British  Shipping  registered  31  December  1844. 


Vessels. 

Tons. 

Men. 

England  - 

17,576 

2,302,567 

127,615 

Scotland  ----- 

- 

3,644 

482,986 

30,186 

Ireland  - 

. 

2,033 

208,613 

12,361 

Guernsey  ----- 

- 

120 

13,277 

974 

Jersey  - - - 

. 

311 

28,078 

2,717 

Man  - 

_ 

332 

8,871 

1,838 

British  Plantations  - 

- 

7,304 

592,839 

40,659 

Total  - - 

- 

31,320 

3,637,23i 

216,350 

RETURN  of  the  Number  of  Seamen  employed  in  Ships  registered  in  the  several  Ports  of  the 
British  Empire,  in  1831,  1832,  and  1833,  with  the  Average  of  the  Three  Years,  and  also  in 
1841,  1842,  and  1843,  with  the  Average  of  those  Years,  compared  with  the  Average  Amount 
of  Registered  Tonnage  in  the  same  Periods. 


— — 

Registered 

Tonnage. 

Average. 

Seamen. 

! Average. 

1831  - 

1832  - 

1833  - 

2,581,964 

2,618,068 

2,634,577 

: : : 

158,422 

161,634 

164,000 

7,834,609 

2,611,536 

484,056 

161,352 

1841 

1842  - 

1843  - 

3,512,480 

3,619,850 

3,588,387 

- ; • 

210,198 

214,609 

213,977 

10,720,717 

3,573,572 

638,784 

212,928 
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RETURN  of  the  Number  and  Tonnage  of  Steam  Vessels  that  entered  the  various  Ports  of  the 
United  Kingdom,  employed  in  the  Coasting  Trade  in  1844. 


Ships. 

Tons. 

England  ------- 

9,611 

1,887,846 

Scotland  ------- 

2,827 

713,353 

Great  Britain 

12,438 

2,604,199 

Ireland  - 

3,1 15 

783,961 

Total  - - - 

>5,553 

3,388,160 

Appendix,  No.  (19 


Steam  Vessels 
employed  in  the 
Coasting  Trade 
in  1844. 


RETURN  of  British  Shipping  that  entered  Ports  of  the  United  Kingdom  from  the  British  Appendix,  No.  69 
North  American  Colonies,  and  from  the  United  States  of  America.  (C). 


British  North  American  Colonies, 
including  Newfoundland. 

British  Shipping 
United  States  of  America.  from  the  British 

North  American 

: 

i8ji  - - - 

Ships. 

>,758 

Tons. 

480,236 

Ships.  | 

289 

Colonies,’  &c. 

Tons.  ' 

91.787 

1832 

1,872 

504,2H 

284 

95,203 

>833 

>,895 

512,627 

265 

89,923 

1842 

>,555 

541,451 

281 

152,833 

1843  ----- 

2,215 

77L905 

352 

200,781 

1844 

2,284 

789,41° 

373 

206,183 

RETURN  of  the  Proportion  which  British  Shipping  bore  to  the  whole  Shipping  that 
passed  the  Sound  in  each  of  the  Years  1831,  1832  and  1833,  and  1841,  1842,  and  1843, 
the  whole  Number  passing  in  each  Year  being  taken  as  unity. 

1831  - - - - 0-3G8  I 1841  - - - - 0207 

1832  - 0-273  1842  - 0290 

1833  - 0-290  | 1843  - 0291 


Appendix,  No.  69 

(D)- 

British  Shipping 
that  passed  the 
Sound,  &c. 


RETURN  of  the  Tonnage  of  Ships  of  War  in  Commission  in  the  Years  1842,  1843, 
and  1844,  and  also  in  the  Years  1813,  1814,  and  1815. 


Years. 

Tonnage. 

Average  Number  of  Tons. 

1842  ----- 

387,203 

1 

1843  ----- 

1844  ----- 

162,992 

146,780 

> 165,655 

1813 

357,281 

r 

1B14 

-1815  

336,551 

219,919 

> 304,583 

Appendix,  No.  69 

(E)- 

Tonnage  of  British 
Shipping  in  Com- 
mission. 


Surveyor’s  Office,  17  July  1845. 


(signed)  Jas.  Edye  (for  the  Surveyor). 


A RETURN  of  the  Number  of  British  Ships,  and  their  Tonnage,  and  of  British  Seamen  of  all 
Ranks,  employed  in  the  South  Sea  Fishing,  in  each  of  the  Three  Years  1830,  1831,  and  1832, 
and  in  the  Years  1841, 1842,  and  1843,  and  the  Totals  of  each  of  the  Three  Years. 


Cleared  Out. 

Ships. 

Tons. 

Men. 

Cleared  Out. 

' Ships. 

Tons. 

Men. 

1830 

32 

9,682 

924 

1841  - 

13 

4,836 

404 

1831 

24 

8,335 

735 

1842  - 

6 

1,835 

169 

3832 

35 

12,066 

1,091 

1843  - 

9 

3,096 

262 

Total  - - 

91 

30,083 

2,750 

Total  - - 

28 

9,767 

835 

Custom  House,  London,  7 July  1845.  w-  Ross>  Acting  Reg'. 

0.36.  4 S 
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British  Ships  and 
Seamen  in  the 
South  Sea  Fishing. 
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Appendix,  No.  69 
(G). 

British  Ships  and 
Seamen  in  the 
Greenland,  &c. 
Fishery. 


A RETURN  of  the  Number  of  British  Ships,  and  their  Tonnage,  and  of  British  Seamen  of 
Rants,  employed  in  the  Greenland  and  Davis’  Straits  Whale  Fishery,  in  each  0f  th  Th*11 
Years  1830,  1831,  and  1832,  and  in  the  Years  1841,  1842,  and  1843,  and  the  Totals  0/ 
the  Three  Years.  ““ of 


Cleared  Out. 

Ships. 

Tons. 

Men 

Cleared  Out. 

Ships. 

Tons. 

Men. 

1830 

91 

30,484 

4,120 

1841  - 

19 

0,742 

1831 

86 

28,137 

4,093 

1842  - 

18 

1 5,118 

1832 

81 

26,147 

3,706 

1843  - 

26 

6,971 

1,146 

Total  - - j 

258  I 

84,795 

11,919 

Total  - - 

62 

17,881 

2,878 

Custom  House,  London,! 
7 July  1846.  J 


W.  Ross, 

Acting  Reg*. 


PP  (H).N  9 AIS,A(;C0™J  of  ,he  of  Registered  Ships  and  their  Tonnage,  with  tie 

_ Number  of  Seamen  employed  in'  Navigating  the  same,  that  belonged  to  he  Aid  1 

Number  of  British  Empire  on  the  3m  December  1834.  • 

Ships  and  Seamen, 
in  1834. 


:tom  House,  London,! 
28  July  1845.  j 


SHIPS. 

TONS. 

SEAMEN. 

United  Kingdom  - ' _ 

Guernsey,  Jersey,  and  Man  - 
British  Plantations  - 

19,447 
528  j 
5,080  1 

2,274,702 

37,653 

403,745 

188,265 

3,761 

26,035 

Total  - - - 

25,055 

2,716,100 

168,061 

Jno.  Covey, 

Regr  Gen1  of  Shipping. 


Appendix,  No. 69  A o^torn.H  Ships  and  their  Tonnage  and  Some., 

of  the' Years  lSon  iftoi  o.,ri  ,a  18  ° j Russla>  Denmark,  Sweden,  and  Prussia,  in  each 

British  Ships  and  of  these  Three  Years  3 ’ d l832’  Snd  m 1841 » l842,  aild  1843,  and  the  Totals  of  each 
Seamen  employed,  ar“* 

m Trade  ,o  Ruii.,  (Vessel,  Proceeding  to  the  Black  Sea  are  excluded , in  other  respects  .he  Account  embisce, 
the  whole  of  the  ports  of  the  abovenameu  countries.) 


UNITED  KINGDOM. 

SHIPS. 

TONNAGE. 

SEAMEN. 

Cleared  out  in  the  Year  1830  - 

» „ 1831 

" » 1832 

2,156 

2,393 

1»7°3 

383,679 

442,243 

312,994 

18,240 

20,8l6 

14,690 

Total  - - - 

6,252 

1,138,916 

53,746 

Cleared  out  in  the  Year  1841 

„ ,,  1842  - 

” „ 1843 

1,957 

1,872 

1,984 

340,550 

323,920 

358,339 

16,291 

15.365 

16,634 

Total  - - - 

6,813 

1,022,809 

48,280 

26  July  1845. 


)ndon,| 


Jno.  Covey, 

Reg1  Gen1  of  Shipping- 
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SELECT  COMMITTEE  ON  LIGHTHOUSES. 


RETURN  of  the  Steam  Vessels  belonging  to  the  Peninsula*  and  Omental  Steam 
Navigation  Company,  at  16  April  1845. 


h™. 

I Load  Draft  of  Water  1 

- 

— 

Power. 

Forward. 

Aft. 

Armament  capable  of  carrying. 

1.  Hindostan 

520 

18  8 

I Each  of  these  five  steamers 

e.  Bentinck  - 

520 

18  6 

18  6 

g.  Precursor  - 

520 

18  6 

18  6 

Icapable.  of  carrying  2 heavy 

4.  Great  Liverpool  - 

fguns,  swivel-mounted,  and 
4 heavy  broadside  guns. 

5.  Oriental  - 

420 

■S  9 

11761 

6.  Tagus 

286 

‘3  - 

14-  6 

2 heavy  guns,swiveI-mounte  d 

7.  oraganza  - 

280 

12  9 
12  6 

1 ’3  9 

8.  India 

- 

280  . 

1 13  9 

g.  Royal  Tar  - 

265 

12  8 

14  6 

10.  Lady  Mary  Wood 

260 

11  - 

12  6 

11.  Montrose  - 

24O 

“ 3 

13  6 

12.  Pacha  (iron  ship) 

210 

9 3 

10  4 

13.  ibena 

- - - 

192 

1 1 - 

12  8 

14.  Delta  1 

f " ' 

60 

2 6 

2 6 

River  boat  (in  Egypt). 

40 

2 - 

2 - 

ditto  (on  the  Nile). 

[ 1 - - 

30 

2 - | 

2 - 

ditto  - (ditto). 

24 

Towing  steamer  (in  Egypt). 

Summary.  13  sea-going  steom-ships,  propelled  by  4,443  horses'  power,  capable  of 
carrying  26  large  guns,  swivel-mounted,  and  20  broadside  guns,  all  of 
larger  calibre. 


For  Jas.  Allan,  Sec. 


Appendix,  No.  70. 

Vessels  belonging 
to  the  Oriental 
Steam  Company, 
in  184.5. 


RETURN  of  Steam  Vessels  Building  for  the  Peninsular  and  Oriental  Steam 


Horses’ 

Load  Draft  of  Water  1 

Power. 

\ 

Forward. 

Aft. 

18.  New  Ship  - 

450 

17  - 

17  - 

19.  Ditto 

450 

■7  - 

20.  Ditto 

450 

17  - 

17  - 

M.  Ditto 

450 

17  " 

17  ~ 

22.  Ditto 

>3-  Ditto 

lfiO 

10  6 

10  6 

24-  Ditto 

46° 

17  - 

17  - 

25-  Ditto 

260 

13  - 

13  - 

} These  four  ships  will  each  he 
capable  of  carrying  2 heavy  guns 
(swivel-mounted),  and  4 heavy 
broadside  guns  on  their  main  deck. 
2 heavy  guns  (swivel-mounted). 

1 ditto  - - (ditto). 
N'B-—The  above  6 ships  are  ex- 
pected to  be  afloat  and  completed 
during  the  present  year  1845;  they 
are  constructing  of  iron. 

- - 2 heavy  guns  (swivel-mounted), 
and  4 heavy  broadside  guns  on  the 
main  deck. 

2 heavy  guns  (swivel-mounted). 

N.B. — The  last  two  ships  are  ex- 
pected to  be  afloat  and  completed 
early  in  1846;  they  are  construct- 
ing of  iron. 

For  Jas.  Allan,  Sec. 

GENERAL  SUMMARY  of  Steam  Vessels  belonging  to  the  Peninsular  and 
Oriental  Steam  Navigation  Company. 

In  Actual  Service. 

Swivel  Guns.  Broadside  Guos. 

- 4,446  Horse  power — able  to  carry  26  20 

Constructing. 

8 Vessels  - - 2,960  Horse  power — able  to  carry  15  20 

0la'  " 25  Vessels  - - 7,406  Horse  power  - Guns  41  40 

°-36-  4 s 2 


Armament  capable  of  carrying. 


17  Vessels  ■ 
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Extract  from  the 
Votes  of  the  House 
ot  Assembly, 
Jamaica. 


692 


APPENDIX  TO  REPORT  FROM  THE 
EXCERPT  from  the  Votes  of  House  of  Assembly,  Jamaica. 


Jovis,  15*  Decembris,  1842. 

Report  from  the  Lighthouse  Commissioners  presented. 

Me.  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a report  from  the  Commissioners  for  ereciing  a 
lighthouse  on  Morant  Point;  which  was  received  and  read,  ordered  to  be  entered, and 

The  Commissioners,  appointed  under  the  Act  3 Viet.  e.  66,  ‘‘ for  erecting  a lighthouse 
ou  Morant  Point,  and  maintaining  and  keeping  up  the  same,  deem  it  proper  to  report  to 
each  brancli  of  the  legislature,  now  in  session,  a detail  of  their  proceedings  under  that  Act, 
from  the  time  of  the  passing  thereof,  to  the  final  completion  or  the  lighthouse. 

On  the  24th  April  1840,  a few  days  after  the  Act  received  his  Excellency  the  Governor’s 
assent,  a committee  of  the  Commissioners,  accompanied  by  the  island  engineer.  Captain 
St.  John,  and  Mr.  Currie,  the  master  of  Her  Majesty’s  ship  Magnificent,  proceeded  to 
Morant  Point,  and  selected  the  sue  upon  which  the  tower  should  be  erected,  and  imme- 
diately after  commenced  a correspondence  with  Mr.  Burge,  the  island  agent  in  England, 
requesting  that  gentleman  to  communicate  with  Alexander  Gordon,  esq.  of  Fludyer-street, 
London,  civil  engineer,  upon  the  best  mode  of  carrying  out  the  intentions  of  this  Act. 
Mr.  Gordon  lost  no  time  in  meeting  the  wishes  of  the  Commissioners,  and  in  a few  weeks 
submitted  to  them  the  plans  of  several  lowers,  with  reports  and  explanations  as  to  ihe 
probable  expense,  and  a recommendation  as  to  the  one  he  considered  best  suited  to  meet 
the  object  contemplated  bv  the  Act. 

On  the  8th  March  1841,  a meeting  of  the  Commissioners  took  place,  at  which  Admiral 
Sir  Thomas  Harvey  presided,  assisted  by  Commodore  Douglas,  when  the  iron  tower  re- 
commended by  Mr.  Gordon,  in  his  report  of  the  31st  December  1840,  was  selected,  and 
finally  determined  on,  and  instructions  given  to  Mr.  Burge  forthwith  to  proceed  with  the 
work.  These  instructions  were  promptly  attended  to  by  Mr.  Gordon,  with  a zeal  and 
alacrity  which  enabled  that  highly  talented  gentleman  to  inform  the  Commissioners  in 
October  1841  (only  eight  months  after  the  selection  of  the  tow  er  by  the  Commissioners  on 
the  8th  March  1841)  that  the  tower  was  about  to  be  shipped  for  its  place  ot  destination, 
and  that  Mr.  Grove,  as  clerk  of  the  works,  and  two  labouring  engineers  who  had  attended 
to  the  execution  of  the  work  in  England,  would  be  sent  out  for  the  purpose  of  erecting  the 
lighthouse  and  the  necessary  apparatus,  upon  the  site  which  had  been  selected. 

In  December  1841  the  lighthouse  and  engineers  arrived  at  Port  Morant,  and  Mr.  Grow 
immediately  proceeded  to  carry  out  the  very  lull  and  able  instructions  which  had  been 
furnished  to  him  by  Mr.  Gordon,  previously  to  his  leaving  England. 

On  the  28th  April  1841,  a committee  of  the  Commissioners  again  repaired  to  Morant 
Point,  and  were  much  gratified  with  the  progress  which  Mr.  Grove  had  made  in  the  erec- 
tion of  the  tower,  although  some  delay  had  taken  place  in  consequence  of  the  badness  of 
the  road,  along  which  the  heavy  pieces  of  iron  had  to  be  carried,  and  the  time  requisite  for 
putting  the  same  in  repair.  The  committee,  however,  found  that  Mr.  Grove  and  his 
engineers  had  not  been  idle,  but  on  the  contrary  had  exerted  themselves  to  the  utmost  in 
carrying  out  the  wishes  of  the  Commissioners.  .. 

On  the  26th  day  of  July  last,  Mr.  Grove,  with  that  zeal  which  had  all  along  marked  Ins 
proceeding  in  the  work,  reported  to  the  Commissioners  that  the  tower  was  completed,  and 
that  on  the  1st  August  following,  he  intended  to  try  the  light.  He  did  try  the  light  on 
the  night  of  that. day,  and  again  reported  to  the  Commissioners  that  upon  such  trial 1 e 
found  the  light  to  answer  his  fullest  expectations,  and  to  be  in  every  respect  what  the  c 
contemplated,  and  the  Commissioners,  in  their  several  communications  with  Mr.  wor  on, 
and  in  conjunction  with  that  officer,  were  so  desirous  of  effecting. 

On  the  8th  day  of  August  last  a meeting  of  the  Commissioners,  Commodore  oyngp 
siding,  again  was  held,  when  it  was  determined  to  put  the  lighthouse  in  operation,  an 
give  the  notice  required  by  the  loth  section  of  the  Act.  This  notice  was  accordingly  giv 
for  the  1st  November,  and  three  light-keepers  appointed  to  take  charge  of  the  light  ou. 
On  the  evening  of  the  1st  November  1842,  the  light  was  exhibited,  and  has  since  con  mu 
to  be  in  full  operation.  , 

The  Commissioners  feel  much  gratification  in  having  bad  the  work  entrusted  to 
fully  completed  in  the  short  space  of  two  years  and  four  months,  and  chiefly  attri  u 

success  which  has  attended  the  undertaking  to  the  able  and  zealous  co-operation  0 • 

Burge  and  Mr.  Gordon,  in  England,  in  readily  carrying  out  the  instructions  and  wis 
the  Commissioners,  from  time  to  time  transmitted  to  them.  , a(je 

In  conclusion,  the  Commissioners  beg  to  annex  hereto  the  reports  which  have  oe 
by  commanders  of  vessels,  as  well  of  Her  Majesty’s  ships  as  of  the  mercantile  service,  , 
the  exhibition  of  the  light ; and  also  a statement  of  the  expenses  attending  the  ere  ^ 
the  lighthouse  and  the  requisite  out-offices,  as  far  as  the  latter  have  yet  god®-  . oaSe, 
there  are  some  accounts  still  to  be  received  from  England  for  the  lining  of  the  ig  ^ J 
and  spare  plates  to  replace  those  which  had  been  broken,  the  Commissioners  a .j 
present  prepared  to  furnish  a correct  detailed  statement,  showing  the  actual  sum  P^un[ 
in  completing  the  undertaking.  The  Commissioners  have,  however,  exceeded  . tf„r 
of  estimate  at  the  time  of  the  passing  of  the  Act,  which  they  now  find  was  not  su  ^ 
the  purposes,  and  that  an  additional  loan  10  that  made  under  the  Act,  to  the  exten  > 
sterling,  is  still  required  to  meet  the  outstanding  claims. 


S.  J.  Dallas, 
W.  Hyslop, 


James  Taylor,  P.  Lawrence, 
George  Orrett,  Hugh  F.  Leslie, 


George  RTtg/if,!  Qominissiouets' 
A.  Barclay.  J 
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ANALYTICAL  TABLE  OF  THE  PRINCIPAL  HEADINGS  IN  THE  INDEX 


Alphabetical  and  Classified  LIST  of  tlie  Principal  Headings  in  the  following  Index,  with  the 
Page  of  the  Index  at  which  they  will  respectively  be  found. 


ABERDEEN  Steam  Navigation  Company 
Railroads  ..... 

Stum  light  ..... 

Uniformity  of  rate  .... 


Page. 
699 
. 762 


Ballast  Board  (Dublin) — continued. 
Sanna,  island  of 
Trinity-house,  3 - 


Abolition  of  dues 
Coasting  trade 


Acts  of  Parliament  - 

Ballast  Board  (Dublin),  1 • 

Ballastage,  1 - - 

Boards  of  management 
Buoys  and  beacons,  II.  1 - 

Carnarvon  harbour  - - - 

Charities,  3 - - - - 

Gibraltar  light  - 
Harbour  or  local  lights 
Northern  Light  Commissioners,  1 
Purchase  of  lighthouses,  1 - 
Reduction  of  light  dues 


699 

704 

705 

706 


710 

7H 

728 

731 

752 

761 

7*53 


Admiralty,  The 

Bembridge  light 
Goodwin  Sands 
Harwich  lights 
Navy,  The 


699 

706 

729 

731 

751 


Agents  - 

Superintendents  of  districts 


America  (United  States) : 

1.  Generally  - - - 

2.  System  pursued  with  respect  to  the  lights 

Commerce  - 

Maintenance  of  lights,  5 

New  York  .... 

Oil 


701 

701 

718 

746 

752 

754 


American  shipping  - 
Foreign  shipping 


Applications  for  lights 

Bell  Rock  committee  - 
Denar,  Island  of 
Trinity-house,  2 


Argand  burners 

Catoptric  lamps 
Dioptric  light  - 


703 

710 

723 


Ballast  Board  (Dublin).- 

1.  Constitution,  powers,  8fc.  of  the  Board  - 

2.  Mode  in  which  the  lights  are  managed  by  the 

Board  ; officers  employed  - 

3.  How  far  the  recommendations  of  the  Committee 

0^1834  have  been  carried  out  by  the  Board  - 

4.  Papers  laid  before  the  Committee  ... 

Applications  for  lights  - 

Boards  of  management,  1 - ... 

Catoptric  lamps 

Central  Board 

Chanties 

Collection  of  dues,  I.  3 - 

Compositions 
Dioptric  lights  - - 

Income  ana  expenditure,  2 - 

Inspection  flights,  2 

Light  keepers 
Lights  - - 

New  lights 

Reduction  of  light  dues,  2 - 
Reflectors  - 


701 


707 


707 


Ballast  dues  - 

Buoys  and  beacons,  II.  1 
Ballastage  : 

1.  Trinity-house  ... 

2.  Northern  lights  ... 

Buoys  and  beacons,  IT.  1 
Small  cargoes  ... 

Baltic  trade  ..... 

Bell  Rock  committee  ... 

Bell  Rock  lighthouse  ... 

Bembridge  light  .... 

Bermuda 

Boards  op  Management  .- 

1.  Generally  - 

2.  Constitution  of  the.  present  Boards 
difficulties  arising  from  their  authority  being 
divided  ...... 

3.  Propriety  of  shipowners  having  some  control 
them  ...... 

4.  Evidence  in  favour  of  the  management  of  the 
lights  being  continued  in  the  present  Boards  - 707 

Ballast  Board  (Dublin)  - - - .701 

Central  Board  - - - - - 711 

Maintenance  of  lights,  4 - - - - 7+5 

Northern  Light  Commissioners  - - - 75: 

Pilotage 759 

British  shipping  .......  707 

Baltic  trade  - - - - - _ - 705 

British  North  America  - - - - - 707 

Foreign  shipping  - - - - - 727 

• Greenland  whale  fishery  - - » - - 730 

New  York  - - - . . - 75: 

Peninsular  and  Oriental  Steam  Navigation  Company  757 
Seamen  ........  765 

Shipping  interest  .... 

Sound  dues  ..... 

South  Sea  fishery  .... 

Steum -vessels  - 

Trade  ...... 

Buoys  and  Beacons  ,- 

I.  State  of  the  buoyage  and  beaconage  ; 

1.  Generally  ■ - 

2.  Improvements  desirable  - - - - 7°® 

II.  Dues  levied  for  buoys  and  beacons ; application 

thereof : 

1.  Generally  - - - - - 708 

2.  Application  of  the  surplus  dues  to  charitable 

purposes  ; whether  such  application  is  legal  7°9 

3.  Expediency  of  a total  abolition  of  the  dues  7°9 

Agents  - 

America,  2 
Carr  Rock  - 
Central  Board,  I 
Cobler  buoy 
Dundee  harbour  - 
Foreign  lights 
Liverpool 


766 

767 
767 


775 


708 


Northern  Light  Commissioners,  2 - 
Prince’s  Channel  - 


Shipwash  Shoal  - 
Sizewcll  Bank  buoy 
Symmonds  Rocks  - 
'l'ay  river  - 
Tongue  Bank 
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Campbeltown  anil  Glasgow  Steam  Packet  Company  - yio 
Steam-vessels,  2 768 

Carriclfergus  Bay 710 

Catoptric  lamps 710 

Cape  Coast  Castle  - - - - - - 710 

Quebec  - --  --  --  - 7 62 

Central  Board  : 

1.  Expediency  of  all  the  lights  in  the  United  King- 

dom being  consolidated  under  one  central  Board  711 

2.  Proposed  powers,  duties,  Spc.  of  such  Board  - 711 

3.  Whether  the  central  authority  should  be  vested  in 

the  Trinity-house  or  in  the  Government  - - 711 

4.  A Board  of  control  over  the  present  separate  Boards 

recommended  - - - - - -712 

Boards  of  management  - 706 

Government  730 

Unformity  of  rate  -----  776 

Cbarities  : 

1.  Generally  - - - - - - 713! 

2.  Objections  to  the  application  of  the  light  dues  to 

charitable  purposes  - - - - - 713 

3.  Recommendations  of  former  Committees  on  the 

subject  -------  714 

4.  Powers  under  which  the  Trinity  Board  claims  to 

apply  the  surplus  dues  to  charitable  purposes  - 714 
Ballastage,  1 - - - - - - 705 

Buoys  and  beacons,  II.  2 - - - - 709 

Maintenance  of  lights,  3 - - - - 745 

Pensions  - - - - - 757 

Surplus  dues  - - - - - -772 

Coasting  Trade  : 

1.  Dues  for  tights,  8ec.  levied  on  vessels  in  the  coast- 

ing trade ; depressed  state  of  the  trade  - - 7x5 

2.  The  claim  of  the  coasting  trade  to  be  exempted 

from  light  dues  considered  - - - - 7x5 

Abolition  of  dues  -----  fiyg 

Foreign  trade  ------  727 

Freight  - - - - - 728 

Guernsey - 73X 

Light  dues,  1 - - -.  - - - 739 

Maintenance  of  lights,  1 - - - - 744 

Oversea  trade  -----  753 

Pilotage 759, 

Provisioning  ships  - - - - - 760 

Railroads  ------  762 

Small  cargoes  -----  767 

Steam-vessels  -----  768 

Tonnage  rote,  1 - - - 774 

Cohlerbuoy  - --  --  --  - 716 

Buoys  and  beacons,  II.  3 - - - - - 709 

Cocklegat  light  - - . - _ - 7x,t> 

Trinity-house  notices  ------  776 

Collection  of  Dues: 

I.  Mode  and  expense  of  collection  of  dues  by  the 
sevetal  Boards : 

1.  Generally  -----  716 

2.  Trinity-house  - - - - 7x7 

3.  Ireland  -----  717 

4.  Northern  lights  - - - - 7x7 

II.  Considerable  reduction  in  the  present  rates  of 

charge  for  collection  expedient  - - 7x7 

HI.  Papers  laid  before  the  Committee  - - - 717 

Bristol  ------  707 

Buoys  and  beacons,  II.  3 709 

Consolidated  Fund  - - - - 718 

- '735 

■Leith  - - - _ - - 7<jg 

Liverpool  - - - - - -742 

N ewcastk-upon- Tyne  - 752 

Sunderland  - ' - - - 772 

Yarmouth  - - - - - - 781 

Collectors  . o 

Defalcations ^22 

Uleoflighdm,  - - - . - 773 


695 


Commerce  “°g 

Coasting  trade  - - - - . . - 715 

Foreign  trade -727 

Small  cargoes 

775 

Committee  of 1834  7lg 

Ballast  Board  (Dublin),  3 - - - - - 704 

Bembridge  light 

Buoys  and  beacons,  I.  1,  II.  2 - - - . 708 

Central  Board,  3 - - . . . - 711 

Charities,  3 - - - - . . - 714 

Fixed  charges . . . 7_2g 

Naval  officers  7^ 

Pensions  - .1  _ . _ 

Steam-vessels,  1 - - - - . - 768 

Trinity-house  775 

Compositions  - - - - . _ . - 718 

Consolidated  Fund  - - - - - . - *718 

Debt ;22 

Private  lights  -------  760 

Purchase  of  lighthouses  -----  761 

Consumers  - --  --  --  - yig 

Cumbray  lighthouse  - - - - - . - 719 

Dartmouth  Harbour  ------  722 

Debt  - - - _ - . . . - 722 

Northern  Light  Commissioners  - - - - 752 

Devar,  Island  if----...  723 

Dioptric  light  - - - . - - . . 723 

Catoptric  lamps  - - - - - - 710 

Dover  - --  --  --  --  7123 

Ramsgate  Harbour  ------  762 

Dundee,  Perth,  and  London  Shipping  Company  - - 724 

Charities,  2 - - - - - - 7x3 

Efficiency  of  the  lights  - - - - - - 724 

Maintenance  of  lights,  4 745 

Management  of  lights  -----  746 

Northern  lights,  X -----  - 753 

Engineers  - - - - - - . -72  5. 

Entries  --------  - 725 

Erection  of  lighthouses.  - - - - - -72  5 

New  lights  .......  752 

Exemption  from  dues  - - - - - - 726 

Ferry-boats  - - - - - - - 726 

Fishing-vessels'  - - - - - - - 726 

Steam-vessels,  4 ------  7G9 

Stress  of  weather  ------  772 

Yachts  - --  --  --  - 781 

Exhibition  of  lights  -------  726 

Liverpool  .......  742 

North-west  lightship  ------  752 

Ferry-boats  - - - - - - - - 726 

Fishing-vessels  -------  726 

Herring  fishery  - - - 735 

Fixed  charges  - - - - - - -.  - 726 

Uniformity  f rate  - - - - - *776 

Flashing  lights  - - - - - - - 726 

Variation  flights  ------  776 

Floating  lights  - - - - - - - 726 

Bembridge  light  - - - - - 706 

Dioptric  light  -------  723 

Formby  Ught-vessd  ------  727 

GhZI  Stream.  - - - - - - “73*. 

Light-vessels  -.  741. 

North-west  lightship . - - - - - - 752 

Screw  piles  - - - - - 764 

Tay  river  .......  773 

Foreign  lights  - - - - - - 72-7 

Alexandria  - - - - - 700 

America,  1------  - 70X. 

France  ---------  727 

Maintenance  of  lights,  5 -----  746. 

Prussia  - --  --  --  - 761 

Russia  - - - - - - - 7.64. 
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Foreign  shipping  ------- 

Private  lights  - ------ 

Provisioning  skips  ------ 

Tonnage  rate,  1 ------ 

Trade  -------- 

Foreign  trade  ------ 

Coasting  trade , 2 -----  - 

Provisioning  skips  ------ 

Forth  and  CZyde  Canal  - - - ... 

Reduction  of  light  dues  - - - - - 

France  --------- 

Catoptric  lamps  ------ 

Government,  The  ------ 

Maintenance  of  lights,  5 

Oil  - 

Variation  of  lights  ------ 

Fraternity  of  Masters  and  Seamen.  (Dundee) 

Tay  near 

Freight  --------- 

Coasting  trade,  1 -----  - 

Dundee,  Perth,  and  London  Shipping  Company 
Shipping  interest,  1 -----  - 

Sleam-vessels,  1 ------ 

Fresnel’s  lens  -------- 

France  - --  --  --  - 


Page. 

727 


760 

760 


774 

775 


727 

715 

760 

727 

763 

727 
710 
730 
746 
754 
776 

728 
773 
728 
7*5 
724 
766 
7U8 
728 
727 


Gibraltar  light  ------- 

Glasgow  - - - - - 

Campbell,  Mr.  ------- 

Campbeltown  and  Glasgow  Steam  Packet  Company 
Goodwin  Sands  ------- 

Bingham  8f  Bush,  Messrs.  - - - - - 

Bullock,  Captain  F ----- 

Mitchell's  screw  piles  - 

Screw  piles  ------- 

Government,  The 

Boards  of  management,  1 - 

Central  Board  ------ 

Coasting  trade,  2 
Legislative  interference  - 

Maintenance  of  lights,  1 

JVmiy,  The  - 

Private  lights  ------ 

Russia  - - - - . 


728 

729 
710 
710 


729 

706 

708 

750 

764 


730 

706 

711 

715 

739 

745 

751 

760 

764 


Greenock 

Harbour  or  local,  lights 
Ireland  - 
Liverpool  - 
Local  light 
Scotland  • 


Harwich  lights  - 
Beaufort,  Captain  F. 

Heligoland  light  - 
Income  and  Expenditure  ; 

1.  Trinity-house  - 

2.  Ballast  Board  (Dublin)  - 

3.  Northern  Light  Commissioners 

America,  2 - 

Ballastage,  1 - - - 

Boards  of  management,  2 
Central  Board,  I.  - - 

Gibraltar  light  - 

Government,  The 
Heligoland  light 
Ireland  - 


Maintenance  of  lights,  8 
Northern  Light  Commissioners,  4 - 


Purchase  of  lighthouses,  1 


Inspection  of  Lights  : 

1.  Trinity-house 

2.  Ireland 

3.  Northern  lights 

Engineers  - 
Lighthouses 
Tay  river  - - - 


731 

731 

737 

742 

743 


764 


706 

732 


735 

736 
736 
701 


705 

707 

711 

728 

730 

732 


737 

745 

752 

759 

76! 


736 

736 

737 
725 

74i 

773 


Instncctions  to  lightkeepers 
Ireland  - - - - 

Ballast  Board  (Dublin) 
Black  Rock  (Cork)  - 
Buoys  and  beacons,  II.  3 
Carnarvon  harbour  - 
Central  Board  - 
Coasting  trade,  2 
Collection  of  dues,  I.  3 
Inspection  of  light,  2 
Light  dues,  3 - 
Maintenance  <f  lights,  5 
Oil  - 

Pensions  - - - 

Pilots  - 
Reflectors 
Small  cargoes  - 


Pa;*, 

737 

737 

704 

706 

709 

710 
7» 


717 

736 

740 

75+ 

757 

759 

7«3 

767 


/ran  lighthouses  - 

Bermuda  - - - - 

Light-vessels  - 
Morant  Point  (Jamaica)  - 


?4i 

751 


Jamaica  - 

Bermuda  - 
Iron  lighthouses 
Morant  Point  (Jamaica)  - 
Kinlyre,  Mull  of  - 
Kish  Bank  - - - - 

Legislative  inteiference 
Leith  - 

Charities  - 

Herring  fishery 

Short  voyages  - - - 


737 

706 

737 

751 


739 

739 

713 

735 


Light  Dues: 

1.  Generally  - - - 

2.  Trinity-house 

3.  Ireland 

4.  N orthem  lights 

Abolition  of  dues 
Collection  of  dues 
Committee  of  1834 
Exemption  from  dues 
Fixed  charges 
Payment  of  light  dues 
Pilotage 

Reduction  of  light  dues 
Shipping  interest,  2 
Small  cargoes 
Sleam-vessels 
Table  of  light  dues 
Tonnage  rate 
Uniformity  of  rate 
Lisht  establishment  - 
Light-keepers  - - - - 

Instructions  to  light-keepers 
Light-vessels  - 

Formby  light-vessel  - 
Moorings  oj  light-  vessels  - 
Norik-west  light-ship 

Lighthouse  Committee  (Trinity-house) 
Ballast  Board  (Dublin),  2 

Lighting  conductors  - 


739 

740 
740 

740 
692 
716 
718 
716 
726 
755 
759 

766 

7G7 

768 

773 

n 

776 

741 
7+l 
737 


74' 

727 

75l 

75“ 

741 

704 

74* 


Lights  - - . 

Aberdeen  Steam  Navigation  Company  - 

Admiralty , The  - 

America,  1 - - - - - 

Applications  for  lights  - 

Bembridge  light  - - - - 

Catoptric  lamps  - 

Cochlegat  light 

Corsewall  light 

Crosby  light  - - - - - 

Cumbray  lighthouse  - - - 

Dioptric  light  - - - - ’ 

Erection  of  lighthouses  - 


74' 


699 

701 

703 

706 


719 

719 

719 

723 

725 
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Flashing  lights  - 
Floating  lights  - 
Foreign  lights  - 

Fresnel's  lens  - 

Gibraltar  light  - 

Girdleness  light  ... 
Harwich  lights  - 
Income  tax  - 

Inspection  of  lights  - 

Iron  lighthouses  - 

Maintenance  of  lights 
Management  of  lights 
Navy,  The  - - _ _ - 

Northern  Light  Commissioners  - 
Position  of  lighthouses 
Purchase  of  lights  - 
Revolving  lights  - - - 

Surveys  - 

Variation  of  lights  - 


Page.  Management  of  lights — continued. 

■ 726  Northern  lights 

■ 726  Pilotage  - 

■ 726  Reciprocity  treaties  - 

■ 727  Scotland  - 

■ 728  Tay  river  ... 

■ 728  Tonnage  rate,  1 

■ 729  Uniformity  of  rate  - 

Maplin  Sands  - 

73  Mitchells  screw  piles  - 

737  Screw  piles  - 

. 1744  Master  of  the  Trinity-house 

- 746  Masters  and  mates  - 

- 751  Pensions  - 

752  Merchant  marine  - 


Coasting  trade,  2 
Foreign  lights  - 
Maintenance  of  lights,  1 * 

Nai;y,The  ... 
Purchase  of  lighthouses,  1 - 
Shields,  South  - 


Collection  of  dues,  I.  2 
Crosby  light 


73  3 Merchant  Seamen’s  Fund  - 


„ , r.  Charities,  2 

Cmiy  Sghl  - 719  Shields^  South  .... 

Denham,  Captain  - - - - - - 723  IW-je  rote  - - - - 

Freight  - --  --  --  - 728  . 

Leasowe  lighthouse  ------  739  Mersey  nver  - 

Light-keepers  - - - - - - - 741  Buoys  and  beacons  - 

Light-vessels  -------  741  Meteorological  and  weather  returns 

llwrinst  of  lighted, 751  Mitcheieosorao  piles  ■ . - 

P*  ..  - --  --  --  - 754  Screw  piles  - 


P*7  ■ ” ' * " - " " " 754  Screw  piles 

Petitions - 758  ,,  , 

Shipping  interest,  1 -----  766  Montrose 

Steam-vessels,  1 ------  768  Moorings  of  light-vessels  - 

Local  lights 743  gating  fights  - - 

Harbour  or  local  lights 731  Formby  light-vessel  - 


Maintenance  op  Lights  : 

1 . Suggestions  and  recommendations  t hat  the  lights  £ 

should  be  maintained  at  the  public  expense  - 744 

2.  Objections  to  such  propositions  - 745  * 

3.  Suggestions  that  no  more  should  be  charged 

for  the  lights  than  is  absolutely  necessary  to 
maintain  them  -----  745 

4.  Great  reductions  which  might  be  made  in  the 

cost  of  maintenance  - 745  I 

5.  Comparative  cost  of maintenance  of  the  English, 

Irish,  and  Northern  lights ; and  of  the  English 
and  Foreign  lights  -----  746 

6.  Papers  laid  before  the  Committee  - - 746  1 

America,  2 - - - - - 701 

Ballast  Board  (Dublin)  1 - - - 704  j 

Central  Board  - - - - - 711 

Charities  - - - - - .-7*3 

Consolidated  Fund  - - * - 718 

Foreign  lights  -----  727 
France  - 727 

Gibraltar  light  - - - - - 728 

Government,  The  ...  - 730 

Income  and  expenditure  - u - 735 

Light  dues 739 

Prussia 761 

Screw  piles  ------  764 

Steam-vessels,  3 - - - - - 769 

Tonnage  rate,  1 - - ■ - - - 774 

Management  of  lights  ......  746 

America,  2-  -----  - 701 

Ballast  Board  (Dublin)  - - - - 704 

Boards  of  management  - - - - - 706 

Central  Board  - - - <-  - - - 711 

Committee  of  1834  - - - - - -718 

Consolidated  Fund  - - - - - -718 

Efficiency  of  the  lights 724 

Foreign  lights 727 

France  - 727 

Government,  The  - - - - - - 730 

Ireland  - --  --  --  - 737 

Legislative  interference 739 

Liverpool  -------  742 


i-g,  Formby  light-vessel  • 

Morant  Point  (Jamaica)  - 
Jamaica  - 

Naval  officers  (Trinity  Board)  • 
lit  Stay,  The  - - - 

Coasting  trade,  2 
Gibraltar  light  - 

-.r  Maintenance  of  lights,  1 

Tonnage  rate  - 
745  New  lights  • 


745  New  lights  -------- 

America,  2------- 

Applications  for  lights  - 

746  Purchase  of  lighthouses,  1 - 

746  New  York  -------- 

701  America  -------- 

7°4  Northern  Light  Commissioners  : 

711  1.  Constitution  of  the  Board;  powers  exercised 

713  by  it  - - - - - - - 

7'°  2.  Various  committees  appointed  by  the  Board; 

727  their  duties,  fyc.  - - - - - 

727  3.  Officers  of  the  Board  - - - 

728  4.  Accounts,  payments,  debt,  8;c~  - - - 

78°  6.  Control  of  the  Trinity  Board  over  the  Com- 

735  missioners 

739  Applications  for  lights  - - - 

7®1  Bullastage,2  ...  - - 

764  Belfast  steamboats  - - - - 

769  Bell  Rock  committee  - - 4 

774  Boards  of  management,  1 - - - 

746  Buoys  and  beacons  - - - - 

701  Campbeltown  and  Glasgow  Steamboat 

704  Company 

706  Catoptric  lamps  - - - - 

711  Central  Board  - 

718  Charities  ------ 

718  Collection  of  dues,  I.  4 - - 

724  Compositions  - 

727  Debt  ------- 

727  Devar,  Island  rf 

730  Engineers  ------ 

737  Fishing-vessels  - - - - - 

739  Income  and  expenditure,  3 - - - 

742  Inspection  of  lights,  3 - - * 
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Northern  Light  Commissioners — continued.  P 

Light  dues,  4 - - - - - 

Lights  ------ 

Maintenance  of  lights,  5 
Management  of  lights  - - - - 

New  tights  ------ 

Oii 

Pensions  ------ 

Redaction  of  light  dues,  3 

Reflectors  ------ 

Repairs  ------ 

Sanna,  Island  of  - 

Scotland  ------ 

Skipping  establishment  - - - - 

Small  cargoes  ----- 

Steam-vessels,  2.  5 - - - 768, 

Tay  river  ------ 

Trinity-house,  3 - 

TJnifonnity  of  rate  - - - - 


Northern  Lights  : 


1.  Generally  - - - - 

2.  Papers  laid  before  the  committee 


Prince’s  Channel 
Private  lights 
America,  2 
Ayr  - 
Berwick-upon-  Tweed 
Brixham  harbour 
Buny  Port  (Pembrey) 
Burntisland 
Campbeltown 
Carnarvon  harbour  - 
Dover  - 

Folkestone  harbour  - 
Greenock 
Hartlepool 
Liverpool 

Repairs  - - - 

Scarborough 
Seaham  harbour 
Shorehum  harbour 
Solway  Frith  - 
Stonehaven 


Emigrant  ships  - - 

Light-keepers  - - - 

2Veiu  lights  - 

Northern  Light  Commissioners 
Surplus  dues  - - - 


Provisioning  Ships  - 
Prussia  - - - 

Abercrombie,  Mr. 
Pilots 


Catoptric  lamps 
Dioptric  light  - 
Morant  Point  (Jamaica)  - 
Rapeseed  oil  - - - 

Sperm  oil  - - - 


Purchase  of  Lighthouses  : 

1.  Generally  - 

2.  Papers  laid  before  the  Committee 


Braybroo/ce,  Lord 
Buchanvan,  Rev.  A 


Stores  - --  --  --  - 771 


Oversea  trade  -------  - 755 

Steam-vessels  - - - - - - - 768 


Peninsular  and  Oriental  Steam  Navigation  Company  - 757 
Seamen  -------  - 7 65 

Small  cargoes  -------  767 

Steam  vessels,  2. 5 - - - - 768,769 

jSaez  - 772 


Pensions  - - - 

Charities  - 

Monthly  pension  list  - 
Shields,  South  - 


Petitions  - --  --  --  - 

Aberdeen  Steam  Navigation  Company  - 
Aitken,  Mr.  ------- 

Campbeltown  ------- 

Currie,  Mr.,  &c.  - ----- 

Dublin,  Glasgow,  and  Cork  Steam  Packet  Company 
Dundee,  Perth,  and  London  Shipping  Company  - 
Greenock  -------- 

Kennedy,  Mr.  ------- 

Lej't/t  -------- 

Liverpool  ------ 

Maintenance  of  lights,  1 

Montrose  ------- 

Shields,  South  ------- 

Shipping  interest,  2 -----  - 

Steam-vessels,  2 ------ 


Pilotage  : 

1.  Generally  ....  • 

2.  Reference  to  the  committee  appointed  by  the 

Trinity  Board,  called  the  “ Committee  for 
Pilotage”  - - - - - . 

&.  Appointment  of  sub-committees  of  pilotage 
at  the  outports  - 

4-.  Evidence  as  to  the  pilotage  of  the  port  of 
Dundee  ------ 

New  Yor/c  ----- 

Prussia  ------ 

Tay  river  - 


Buchannan,  Rev.  A.  H. 

Clayton,  Mr.  - 

Debt  ------ 

Dungeness  lighthouse  - - - 

Harwich  lights  - 

Hunstanton  light  - 

Longships  light  - 

Private  light  - 

Repairs  - - - - 

Sherries  lighthouse  - - - 

Smalls  lighthouse  - 

Spurn  light  .... 

Tynemouth  light  ... 
Ramsgate  harbour  ------ 

Admeasurement  of  vessels  - 

Rapeseed  oil  - 

Catoptric  lamps  - - - - - 

Dover  ------- 

Nore  ijWji  - 

Oi/ 

Sperm  oil  ------ 

2Ves  navigation  lights  - 

Rathlin  Island  ------ 

<S«n«  a,  Island  of  - - 

Reciprocity  treaties  - 

America,  2 - 

Private  lights  ------ 

Reduction  of  Light  Dues  : 

1.  Generally  - 

2.  /fy  i/ic  Ballast  Board  (Dublin) 

3.  By  the  Northern  Light  Commissioners 

Private  lights  - 


Reflectors 

Dioptric  light 


Repairs  - 

Morant  Point  (Jamaica) 
Sanna,  Island  of 
: Scotland  - 

Applications  for  lights 
Bell  Rock  committee 
I Buoys  and  beacons,  II.  3 

Charities  - - - 

I Defalcations 

Efficiency  of  the  lights 


France  - .-  --  .-  -7*1 
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Scotland — continued. 

Glasgow  - 
j\!onlrose  - 
Northern  lights,  1 
Pensions  - 
Pilots  - 

Uniformity  of  rate  - 
Variation  of  lights  - 


Page. 

- 729 


Screw  piles  - - 

Goodwin  Sands 
Kish  Bank 
Mnplin  Sands  - 
Mitchell's  screw  piles 
Prince's  Channel 
Tongue  Bank  - 
Wyre  river 


729 

739 

747 

750 

760 


Seamen  • 

Coasting  trade,  2 


- 781 

- 765 


Steam-  vessels — continued. 

4.  Opinions  against  exempting  steamers  from 
light  dues 

5.  Papers  laid  before  the  Committee 
Aberdeen  Steam  Navigation  Company 
Aitk'n,  Mr.  ----- 
Belfast  steamboats  .... 
Cam}  bell,  Mr.  ----- 
Campbeltown  and  Glasgow  Steam  Packet 

Company  - 
Clyde,  Firth  of  - 

( 'ousting  trade  ----- 
Cursewall  light  ----- 
Dublin  and  Cork  Steam  Packet  Company 
Dundee,  Perth,  and  London  Shipping 
Company  - 

Edinburgh  and  Dundee  Steam  Packet 


Charities,  2 - - 

Coasting  trade,  2 
Collection  of  dues,  II. 
Merchant  marine 
Petitions  - 

Shipping  interest,  2 - 


765 

713 

715 

716 
747 
758 

766 


Shipping  establishment  ------  765 

Leith  - - - - - - - - 739 

Light  vessels  - - - - - - -741 

Surveying  vessels  ------  772 


Shipping  Interest  ; 

1.  Depressed  state  of  the  shipping  interest ; 

relief  which  should  be  //(forded  by  Govern- 
ment ------- 

2.  Severe  pressure  of  the  light  dues  on  the 

shipping  interest  - - - 

America,  2 
Applications  for  lights  - 

Boards  of  management,  3 - 
Charities  - 

Coasting  trade  - - - - 

Dundee,  Perth,  and  London  Shipping 
Company  - - - - 

Freight  - , 

Glasgow  ------ 

Government,  The  - 

Guano  ------ 

Liverpool  - 

Maintenance  erf  lights  - 

Merchant  marine  - 

Navy,  The  - - - 

Pilots  - - - / - 

Provisioning  ships  - ( - 

Purchase  of  lighthouses  \ - - . 

Reciprocity  treaties  - \ - 


- 766 


7 fi9 
769 
6«y 


710 

7*5 

715 

7’9 

723 


Company 

""  " r 


Gibraltar  light  ----- 
Girdleness  light  - 

Peninsular  and  Oriental  Steam  Naviga- 
tion Company  - ...  - 

Seamen  - - - - 

Shipping  establishment  - 


724 

728 

729 


757 

7*>5 


Stores  - 

Contracts 
Leith  - 
Liverpool 
Oil  - 


739 

742 

754 


Suez  ----- 
Superintendents  of  districts 
Agents  - 

Surplus  dues  - 
Charities  - 

Tay  river  ... 
Surveying  vessels  - - - 

Surveys  - - - - - 

Agents  - 

Caithness  ... 
Gaft  Stream  - 
Huddart,  Captain  Joseph  - 
Mersey  river  - 
Sanna,  Island  of 


772 

772 

699 


772 
713 

773 


Reciprocity  treaties 
Reduction  of  light  dues 
Shields,  South 
Tonnage  rate  - 


Short  voyages  - 
Steam-vessels,  3 
Small  cargoes  - 
Commerce 
Steam-vessels,  1 


7(16 


--------  767 

Sperm  oil ?57 

Bermuda 706 

Oil  - ?54 

Quebec  ........  -(j2 

Rnpcseed  oil 762 

Steam- vessels  ; 

1.  Oppressive  operation  of  the  light  dues  as 

regards  steam-vessels  - - 

2.  Complaints  and  petitions  of  various  com- 

panies with  respect  to  the  light  dues;  results 

3.  Advantage  which  would  be  derived  by  the 

public  in  exempting  steamers  fom  the 

o.36.  


Scotland  - 


772 

772 

699 

710 

731 

735 

748 

764 

764 


Table  of  light  dues 
Tay  river 

Tees  navigation  lights 
Tongue  Bank  - 
Screw  piles 

Tonnage  Rate; 


773 

773 

773 


774 

764 


1.  Recommendations  and  evidence  in  favour  of 
"'he 


a tonnage  duty  for  the  maint<  nance  of  ti 
lights,  instead  of  the  present  system 
2.  Objection  to  this  plan  of  maintaining  the 
lights-  ...... 

Trade  ......... 

Baltic  trade 


Canada  trade 
Coasting  trade  • 
Commerce 
Foreign  trade 
Oversea  trade 
Small  cargoes 


718 

727 

755 

767 


- 7G8 


769 


Trinity-house: 

1.  Constitution  of  the  Trinity  Board ; appointment 

if  committees  under  the  Board;  quahf cation  of 
the  members  for  the  duties  - - - • - 

2.  Duties  of  the  members  of  the  Board ; pay  and 
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[JV.  B.  -In  this  Index,  Rap.  vi.  xi.  Ac.  refers  to  the  Page  ef  the  Bepott  t the  Figure,  following  the 
Nantes  of  Witnesses  to  the  Numbers  of  the  Questions , and  App . to  the  Appendix.] 


ABERCROMBIE,  Mr.  Copy  of  despatch,  dated  sad  October  1834,  from  Mr.  R 
Abercrombie,  Chargd  d’Affmres  at  Berlin,  to  1.  Backhouse,  enclosing  regulations  regard- 
mg’  lighthouses  in  Prussia,  App.  632.  0 ° 5 

Aberdeen.  See  Collection  of  Dues , T.  4. 

Aberdeen  Steam  Navigation  Company.  Remarks  by  the  Committee  as  to  the  amounts  paid 

by  the  company  for  light  dues,  Rep.  xvii Amount  paid  by  the  ships  of  this  company 

in  1844  for  light  dues;  aggregate  amount  of  tonnage  of  these  vessels.  Just  1204-1310 
— General  complaint  in  the  pelition  of  this  company  of  the  charge  for  light  clues  on 

dieir  vessels  ; grounds  (or  this  complaint,  ib.  1320-1324 How  far  the  steamers  are 

benefited  by  the  lights,  ib.  1327-1334 The  company  have  no  objection  to  pay  a 

reasonable  sum  tor  the  lights,  nor  do  they  object  to  the  mode  in  which  they  are  con- 
ducted, they  merely  object  to  the  expense,  ib.  1341,  1342, 

Lights  used  by  the  Aberdeen  Steam  Navigation  Company  in  their  voyages  to  London 

Just  1412-1417 Statement  of  the  light  dues  paid  by  the  Aberdeen  Steam  Navigation 

Company  for  the  year  ending  31st  December  1844,  on  five  steamers  and  five  sailing 

vessels,  ib.  4737~4742 Continuation  of  the  statement  for  the  six  months  ending  qotli 

June  1845,  ib.  4743,  4744. 

Amount  per  cent,  of  the  light  dues  on  the  profits  of  the  company  for  1844,  Just  4745 

Proportion  the  light  dues  bear  to  the  present  half  year’s  profit,  ib.  4746 Increase 

of  the  per-centage  upon  the  previous  year ; reason  for  this  increase,  ib.  4747-4751 

The  per-centage  of  the  light  dues  upon  the  earnings  is  nearly  the  same  upon  steam- 
vessels  as  upon  sailing  vessels,  ib.  4752,  4753 Reasons  for  anticipating  that  the  per- 

centage of  light  dues  upon  the  earnings  will  not  be  less  during  the  six  months  subsequent 
to  31st  June  1845  than  they  were  during  the  preceding  six  months,  ib.  4759-4762, 
Certified  return  from  the  Custom-house  of  the  charge  for  tho  lights  in  the  Aberdeen 
and  London  trade;  also,  statement  of  the  light  dues  from  Inverness  to  London,  from 
Aberdeen  to  Hull,  from  Aberdeen  to  Newcastle,  and  from  Aberdeen  to  Frith  of  Forth, 

delivered  in,  Just  4763 Statement  of  light  dues,  &c.  paid  by  the  company  for  1844', 

App.  660 Petition,  dated  1st  May  1845,  from  the  Aberdeen  Steam  Navigation  Com- 

pany to  the  House  of  Commons  praying  for  relief  from  light  dues,  ib.  676.  ° 

See  also  Railroads.  Sain  Light.  Uniformity  of  Rates. 


Abolition  of  Dues.  The  whole  of  the  light  dues,  as  far  as  coasting  and  sailing  vessels  are 
concerned,  ought  to  be  abolished,  Chapman  3749-- See  also  Coasting  Trade. 

Acts  of  Parliament.  The  Act  of  3 Geo.  4,  r.  3,  was  passed  to  authorise  the  accomplish- 
ment of  certain  recommendations  of  the  Committee  of  the  House  of  Commons  of  1822, 
which  the  Legislature  deemed  it  advisable  to  carry  into  effect,  Rep.  iii. 

See  also  Ballastage,  1.  Ballast  Board  (Dublin),  1.  Boards  of  Management,  1, 
Buoys  and  Beacons,  IT.  1.  Carnarvon  Harbour.  Charities,  3.  Collection  of 
Light  Dues,  I.  3,  4.  Gibraltar  Light.  Harbour  or  Local  .Lights.  Northern 
Light  Commissioners , 1.  Purchase  of  Lighthouses,  1.  Reduction  of  Light  Dues, 

Admeasurement  of  Vessels.  Tiie  new  system  of  admeasurement,  by  which  vessels  in  general 
are  rated  at  a higher  tonnage  than  by  the  old  system,  has  tended  to  increase  the  burden 
of  the  light  and  Ramsgate  dues,  Rep.  xix. 

Admiralty,  The.  Lights  erected  by  the  Admiralty  for  which  no  charge  is  made,  Lord> 
4304-4310. See  also  Bembridge  Light.  Goodwin  Sands.  Harwich  Lights. 

Agents.  Mode  in  which  the  agents  are  appointed  by  the  Trinity  Board;  their  duties; 

stations  of  the  various  agents  and  superintendents,  Herbert  442-458 New  plan  of 

districts  in  course  of  adoption  by  the  Board,  ib.  .562 Class  of  persons  now  appointed 

as  agents  and  superintendents,  w,  563-566- These  agents  are  in  coniinual  correspon- 
dence with  the  Board,  16.567-570 Evidence  as  to  the  survey  of  the  lights  by  agents, 

Herbert  645-64  9. 

Proper  class  of  officers  to  whom  the  important  duty  of  agents  to  superintend  the  local 
lights  should  be  entrusted  ; these  officers  should  have  the  general  superintendence  of  all 

0.36.  4 T 2 the 
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Agents — con  ti  11  ued . 

the  district  light  establishments,  Washington  2272-2281 The  district  agents  resident 

upon  the  coast  are  not  the  class  of  men  they  ought  to  be;  exception  in  favour  of  the 
agents  at  Yarmouth  and  Wells;  grounds  for  recommending  that  a different  class  of 

agents  should  be  appointed,  ib.  2386-2399 With  the  exception  of  Captain  Love,  at 

the  Isle  of  Wight,  the  agents  employed  at  different  parts  of  the  coast  are  not  selected 
from  the  class  "of  men  most  fitted  for  the  duties,  ib.  4525,  4526. 

The  agents  should  have  power  to  make  alterations  in  the  buoys,  if  necessary.  Washing- 
ton 2$Q\ —Instance  of  inconvenience  having  arisen  from  their  not  having  this  power, 

ib.  2393. See  also  Superintendents  of  Districts. 

Ailtin,  James.  (Analysis  of  his  Evidence.) — Shipowner,  residing  at  Liverpool,  3581 . 

Has  petitioned  the  House  respecting  the  light  dues,  3582 Proportion  the  lighthouse 

dues  paid  by  the  port  of  Liverpool  bear  to  the  whole  of  the  light  dues  of  the  United 

Kingdom,  3583.  3587-3589 Two  petitions  have  been  sent  from  Liverpool ; one  from 

the  Shipowners' Association,  signed  by  the  chairman  and  deputy-chairman,  3.584 The 

other  is  signed  by  all  the  leading  firms  of  the  town  ; proportion  of  the  shipowners  who 

have  signtd  it,  3584,  3585 Very  great  ignorance  exists  on  the  subject  of  lights,  3586 

People  formerly  complained  of  the  amount,  but  did  not  know  that  any  sura  was 

levied  greater  than  was  sufficient  for  their  maintenance,  ib. So  soon  as  it  became 

known  that  a portion  was  applied  for  charitable  purposes,  the  objection  became  general, 
3686.  ^590" 3693*  3597-3803-  3616-3619- 

Objection  to  the  entertainments  by  the  Trinity-house,  3,594-3596 The  shipping  in- 

terest iu  Liverpool  is  at  the  present  moment  in  a very  depressed  state,  and  has  been  so 
for  several  years  past;  in  spite  of  this,  shipping  has  increased  there  very  much;  how 

this  may  be  accounted  for,  3604-3614.  3635-3640 Freights  have  been  very  low 

these  last  three  or  four  years,  and  are  very  low  now,  3615 Proportion  or  per-centage 

of  the  freight  the  light  dues  amount  to,  3620-3622 Per-centage  on  the  net  profits  of 

shipping  the  light  dues  have  borne  during  the  last  two  or  three  years,  3623,  3624.  3641- 
3645 The  tonnage  in  the  United  States  has  decreased  of  late,  3625 Recommenda- 

tion of  the  Committee  of  1834,  that  no  more  light  dues  should  be  applied  to  charitable 
purposes,  and  that  they  should  be  reduced  as  far  as  possible,  362673628 Great  dis- 

appointment has  been  felt  that  their  recommendation  has  not  been  carried  out,  3626- 
3628. 

Ships  of  the  Navy  escape  the  light  dues,  3629 As  do  also  gentlemen’s  yachts,  ib. 

And  all  vessels  passing  up  and  down  Channel  without  putliug  into  port,  ib. -To is 

enables  foreign  vessels  to  compete  better  with  English  ships  than  otherwise  they  would 

do,  3630 If  Government  were  to  assume  the  payment  of  the  lights,  the  advantages 

to  the  shipping  interest  would  be  great  in  proportion  to  the  net  earnings  of  the  voyage, 

3631 The  expense  to  the  Government  would  be  comparatively  small,  ib. Way  in 

which  the  funds  are  raised  for  the  maintenance  of  the  lights  in  the  United  States,  in 
France,  and  in  Russia,  3632-3634 Grounds  for  forming  the  opinion  that  the  Govern- 

ment could  form  a better  Board  for  the  management  of  the  lights  than  the  Trinity-house 
Board  as  at  present  constituted,  3646-3655 Upon  a subject  of  such  national  import- 

ance as  lights,  centralization  is  necessary,  so  as  to  secure  something  like  system,  uniformity, 
and  economy  in  the  management,  3650. 

Further  advantages  which  would  be  derived  from  centralizing  and  placing  the  whole 

management  of  the  lights  under  one  Board,  3656-3662 If  the  Government  would  not 

undertake  it,  the  Trinity  Board  would  be  the  next  fittest  Board,  3663,  3664 It  would 

be  much  better  under  the  Trinity  Board  than  divided  as  at  present  between,  them,  the 

Ballast-office  in  Dublin,  and  the  Northern  Commissioners  at  Edinburgh,  3664- Raising 

the  amount  necessary  to  maintain  the  lights  by  a simple  rate  per  annum  upon  the  regis- 
tered tonnage  of  the  country  would  be  a great  improvement,  3665-3675.  3682,  3683 

The  light  dues  are  injurious  to  the  coasting  trade,  inasmuch  as  they  are  the  means  of 

preventing  vessels  taking  small  cargoes,  3676-3681 Reference  to  the  local  lights  at 

Liverpool;  by  whom  managed;  number  of  lights;  how  charged  upon  the  shipping, 

3684-3706.  37112-3719 The  lights  under  the  Trinity  Board  are  exceedingly  well 

managed,  but  if  put  under  a Government  Board  they  might  be  made  still  better,  3707- 

37n- 

[Second  Examination.] — Explanation  of  lhe  manner  in  which  two  petitions  originated 
bom  Liverpool,  one  from  the  underwriters,  merchants,  and  shipowners,  and  the  oiher 

from  sh'powners  only,  4150 Proportion  of  the  whole  of  the  shipowners  of  Liverpool 

who  have  signed  the  latter  petition,  4151. 

Ai then,  Mr.  Petition,  dated  1st  March  1836,  of  Mr.  Robert  Aitken  to  the  Commissioners 
of  Northern  Lights  relative  to  the  dues  levied  on  a steamer  plying  between  Fisher-row 
and  Berv.rick-upon-Tweed,  App.  520. 

Alexandria.  Reference  to  the  light  at  Alexandria  culled  the  Pharos;  British  ships  are  not 

charged  anything  for  it;  it  is  maintained  by  the  Pasha,  A.  Anderson,  1899-1901 The 

public  exchequer  ought  to  maintain  the  lights  in  England  in  the  same  way,  ib.  1902. 

America 
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America  (United  States) : 


1.  Generally. 

2 System  pursued  with  respect  to  the  Lights. 
1.  Generally: 


Amount  paid  by  the  American  seamen  to  the  general  fund  • ammmt  t .i 
the  hospital  in  New  York,  Jtfooee  ]27o~„87_J 1™  “oLn^’in  rte  U,S  Z ?‘V° 
hecteased  of  late,  JM.  36.5— We  Utma'd  State,  trThK  n^tere  %■*  " TfrTn 

™ the  some  ratio  noth  our  own,  Chapman  3S54 Owing  to  onr  colonial  shin,  taC 

the  timber  trade  and  cotton  trade,  the  American  ships  are  suffering;  they  L I 

:iLeSs:?:!\netLttC.ie3656t0-  * B-“'  f“  *•  W»«  » 


2.  System  pursued  with  respect  to  the  Lights ; 

In  the  United  Stales  the  expense  of  the  lighthouse  establishment  isdefraved  out  of  the 

t,„U,o  revenue,  Kef.  x« On  a new  light  being  required  a special  vote  for  ris 

e-iablishment  and  maintenance  is  made  r>n  .!,»  . V . or  lls 


coninierce  to  Congress,  it— — 1 The  money  is  voted  by  Congress  both  ~for  building'  and 
maintaining  ihe  lighthouses,  Moore  1174-1x76.  * aua 

All  lights  are  under  charge  of  the  fifth  auditor  of  the  treasury,  Sep.  i„  JXvi 

Svstem  pursued  and  mode  m which  .he  pul, lie  fights  on  the  American  coast  are  managed 

Moot  el  174 1 he,  are  managed  by  persons  selected  by  one  of  the  departments  ofthe 

general  government,  lb. Buoys  beacons,  and  other  marks  for  entering  the  ports  are 

under  tlie  same  management ; no  charge  whatever  is  made  to  the  shipping, , '4.  , iVy  1,78 
There  are  no  private  lights  distinct  Horn  the  public  fights,  ii.  1 lgo,  1 191.  ' 

Total  expenditure  connected  with  the  lighthouse  establishment  in  the  year  1837  ■ 
Sleuetistm  166a,  l6fi3—  Present  stale  of  the  American  lights;  improvements  made  in 
them  since  the  visit  of  Commodore  Perry,  of  the  American  navy,  to  this  country  Wash- 
ington 4502,  45°3  -Account  of  the  state  and  management  of  the  lighthouses  in  the 
United  States,  App.  565.  0 

No  light  dues  are  levied  in  the  United  Slates,  Mitchell  1093 ; Moore  1169;  Stevenson 

1660,  i6bi  ; Young 2521 All  ships  are  free  in  America  that  have  reciprociiy  treaties  • 

there  is  an  exception  to  those  not  having  reciprocity  treaties,  Moore  1170  1171 

English  ships  are  admitted  to  the  ports  of  the  United  States  on  the  same  terms  as 

regards  light  dues  and  port  charges  as  American  ships,  ib.  1 172 Their  vessels  receive 

the  same  reciprocity  in  the  ports  of  England,  ib.  1173 I-f  there  is  any  difference,  the 

English  lights  are  rather  better  than  the  American  lights,  ib.  1184-1 187 As  reoards 

the  light  dues  charged  111  England  in  comparison  with  those  charged  in  America, “they 

press  heavily  on  the  shipping,  ib.  1-237-1246 Duties  which  are  paid  on  the  landing  of 

a cargo  by  the  merchants  in  the  ports  of  America,  ib.  1253-1269. 

Total  number  of  lights  of  all  kinds  on  1 July  1842,  Rep.  xxvi Number  of  lights  on 

the  coast,  Moore  1180-1183 Statement  respecting  the  number  and  management  of 

the  American  lights,  Stevenson  1656-1661 List  of  the  lighthouses  of  . the  United 

Slates  on  1 July  1842,  showing  the  name  of  the  light,  latitude  and  longitude,  nature  of 
light,  date  of  erection,  App.  610 Similar  list  of  floatiug  lights,  26.  613. 

Amount  expended  in  the  maintenance  of  the  lighthouses  from  1820  to  1842,-  average 

annual  expense,  Rip  xxv- Expenditure  on  account  ofthe  lighthouses  in  1842- 

comparison  with  the  lights  in  the  United  Kingdom,  ib.  xxix' Expense  incurred  by 

the  general  government  for  the  maintenance  of  the  liglus,  Moore  1179. 

See  also  Commerce.  Maintenance  of  Lights,  5.  New  York.  Oil. 

American  Shipping.  Account  of  charges  for  pilotage  in  England  on  certain  American 

vessels,  App.  615 Account  of  chaiges  for  lights,  tonnage  dues,  &;■.  in  England  on 

certain  American  vessels,  ib.  616 Rates  of  pilotage  into  the  port  uf  New  York  paid 

by  the  same  vessels,  ib.  617. See  also  Foreign  Shipping. 

Anderson,  Arthur.  (Analysis  of  his  Evidence.) — Managing  director  of  the  Peninsular  and 

Ouental  Steam  Navigation  Company,  1813-1815 Appears  on  behalf  of  the  General 

Association  of  Steam-ship  Owners  of  London;  has  piepared  some  evidence  to  submit 
to  the  Committee  ill  support  of  the  statements  contained  in  a petition  which  they  pre- 
sented to  the  House  of  Commons,  1813 The  petition  has  been  presented,  1814 

statement  in  this  petition  that  the  lighthouse  dues  are  unjust;  reasons  for  so  considering 

them,  1815-1 818.  1822-1829 Opinion  of  the  petitioners  that  they  are  burthensome, 

that  they  form  a heavy  tax  on  the  freight-earning  of  ships,  1815 Statement  in  sup- 

port of  this  opinion,  being  a “Return  of  light  dues  for  12  months  paid  by  six  steam- 
vessels  of  the  Peninsular  and  Oriental  Steam  Navigation  Company  employed  in  the 
i emnsular  and  Meditenanean  trades,  say  from  1st  January  to  31st  December  1844,”  it.. 

rnesSe,s  *!,<*en  passengers  do'not  pay  for  lights,  1819-1821 Vessels  i" 

ballast  are  exempt  fioni  paying  -1 21 


recommendation  of  a committee  on 


0.36. 
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Report,  1845 — continued. 


Anderson,  Arthur.  (Analysis  of  his  Evidence) — continued. 

Witness  has  never  contemplated  the  idea  of  being  without  lights ; it  is  only  the  charge 
for  lights  to  which  he  objects;  they  ought  to  be  paid  for  by  the  public  at  large,  1830- 
1834- In  making  engagements  for  freight. or  passage-money,  the  charge  for  light- 

houses is  taken  into  consideration  as  one  of  the  contingencies  attached  to  the  voyage, 

1835 It.  is  the  opinion  of  witness  and  his  colleagues,  that  being  obliged  to  pay  one 

per  cent,  on  their  gross  receipts,  is  a charge  which  they  ought  not  to  pay,  seeing  that 
the  lighthouses  are  maintained  as  much  for  the  use  of  the  nation  as  for  them,  1836. 
Difference  that  would  be  made  in  the  rate  of  freights  if  the  light  dues  were,  not 

charged  to  the  shipping,  1837-1846 From  the  frequency  of  the  trips  of  witness’s 

vessels  and  those  of  his  colleagues  from  Southampton,  and  the  knowledge  therefore  that 
the  crew  and  masters  must  have  of  the  harbour,  it  would  be  advisable  to  have  a permauent 
pilot  attached  to  the  crew  of  the  ship  as  part  of  the  company,  instead  of  taking  local 

pilots  in  and  out,  1847-1856 This  is  not  allowed  by  law,  1852-1858 Witness’s 

vessels  have  occasionally  been  delayed  off  the  Needles  passage,  wailing  for  the  South- 
ampton pilots,  1857 Statement  in  the  petition  of  the  General  Association  of  Steam- 

ship Owners  of  London,  that  there  is  a large  balance  beyond  that  which  is  requisite  to 
maintain  the  lights,  1859. 

If  the  light  dues  are  to  be  charged,  no  more  should  be  raised  than  is  absolutely 

necessary  to  maintain  the  lights,  i860 Witness  is  aware  that  there  are  some  charities 

maintained  by  the  Corporation  of  the  Trinity-house,  as  almshouses,  1861 Witness 

does  not  object  to  there  being  a fund  for  decayed  seamen,  but  objects  to  their  being  paid 

with  that  which  is  levied  as  light  dues,  1862,  1863 Way  in  which  the  light  dues  are 

particularly  heavy  to  steam-ships,  1864-1866 Statement  of  the  petitioners,  that 

under  proper  and  economical  management,  the  lights  might  be  maintained  at  less  cost; 
statement  of  facts  in  support  of  this  assumption  in  the  case  of  the  proposed  light  at 

Suez,  and  of  the  existing  light  at  Bembridge,  1867-1883.  1886 There  have  never 

been  any  complaints  of  the  inefficiency  of  the  English  lights,  1884, 1885 Explanation 

respecting  a statement  made  in  the  petitions,  that  if  the  entire  management  of  the  coast 
lights  were  placed  under  an  efficient  Board,  responsible  for  their  management,  the  cost 
of  maintaining  the  lights  would  be  greatly  lessened,  1887-1890. 

Reasons  for  the  Association  of  Steam-ship  Owners  applying  to  the  Pasha  of  Egypt  to 
establish  a light  at  Suez  ; they  are  willing  to  do  it  at  their  own  expense,  as  it  is  for  the 

benefit  of  their  own  vessels  navigating  the  Reel  Sea,  1891-1895 The  benefit  of  the 

lighthouses  being  equally  shared  by  the  Royal  Navy  as  well  as  the  commercial  shipping, 

the  whole  expense  ought  not  to  fall  on  the  latter,  1896-1898 Reference  to  the  light 

at  Alexandria  called  the  Pharos;  British  ships  are  not  charged  anything  for  it;  it  is 

maintained  by  the  Pasha,  1899-igoi The  public  exchequer  ought  to  maintain  the 

lights  of  England  in  the  same  way,  1902 The  new  light  put  up  at  Gibraltar  is  not 

so  efficient  as  some  of  the  English  lights,  but  is  a very  good  light ; the  steam-ship  owners’ 

vessels  pay  for  it,  1903-1908 Advantages  to  be  expected  by  the  steam  shipping  in 

the  event  of  the  lights  being  paid  by  the  public,  instead  of  being  charged  on  "the 
shipping,  1909,  et  set] 

The  ships  of  the  Peninsular  and  Oriental  Steam  Navigation  Company  being  liable 
under  the  contract  to  be  used  as  ships  of  war,  ought  to  be  relieved  as  much  as  possible 

from  the  charge  of  lights,  1909-1912.  1927,  1928 Return  showing  the  power  and 

draught  of  water,  the  number  of  vessels,  and  the  armament  the  vessels  of  the  Peninsular 
and  Oriental  Company  are  capable  of  carrying,  delivered  in,  in  order  to  show  the  benefit 
of  private  enterprize  in  increasing  the  maritime  strength  of  the  country  ; and  also,  that 

these  steam-vessels  are  very  valuable  appendages  in  the  event  of  war,  1912-1926 * 

Witness  applies  the  same  reasoning  in  favour  of  sailing  vessels  being  relieved  from 

public  dues  as  he  has  done  in  favour  of  steam-vessels,  1933 The  relief  ought  not  to 

be  given  to  any  individual  company,  but  to  steam  navigation  generally,  1934-1936. 

Seamen  are  much  better  bred  in  a sailing  vessel  than  a steamer;  but  in  the  company 
to  which  witness  belongs  they  are  indirectly  bred  to  it,  from  their  being  obliged  10 
employ  a large  number  of  vessels  for  the  conveyance  of  coals  to  the  different  dep6;s  from 

this  country,  1937.  1942-1945.  1962 In  the  event  of  a reduction  of  the  light  dues 

Government  would  reap  the  advantage  in  any  fresh  contract  with  the  Peninsular  and 

Oriental  Company,  i93^_194l Detailed  evidence  as  to  the  locality  of  these  depots; 

quality  of  coal  used,  quantity,  cost,  mode  of  transport,  &c.  1942-1961.  1963-1971. 

Anderson,  Robert.  (Analysis  of  his  Evidence.)— Shipowner  of  South  Shields;  has  been 

at  sea  about  23  years,  20  years  since,  3869-3873 The  reason  that  no  petition  has 

been  sent  from  South  Shields  respecting  the  light  dues  arose  from  the  knowledge  that  they 

had  been  reduced  50  per  cent,  since  the  termination  of  the  war,  3874, 3875 Fear  of  the 

shipowners  of  South  Shields  that  any  further  reduction  would  endanger  the  loss  of  the 

Trinity  pensions,  which  they  have  a strong  desire  to  preserve,  3875.  3892-3895 The 

shipowners  do  not  consider  the  light  dues  as  a heavy  charge  upon  their  business,  though 

they  fall  unequally  on  ships  employed  in  different  trades,  3876 Way  in  which  they  fall 

heavily  on  ships  in  the  coasting  trade  as  compared  with  those  in  the  foreign  trade,  3876- 
3880  Per-centage  of  the  light  dues  upon  the  amount  of  freight  in  the  coasting  trade, 
3881-3886.  01  3 

The 
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Report,  1845 — continued. 


Anderson,  Robert.  (Analysis  of  his  Evidence)— continued. 

The  shipping  trade  has  been  so  very  bad  of  late  years  as  not  to  permit  of  the  ordinary 

tolfford'iiLf8  * f ' bett"  *18  3887, 3888 It  is  the  business  of  Govern- 
ment to I affoid  relief  as  far  as  possible  to  an  interest  which  is  so  depressed,  3880 The 

only  relief  would  be  m raising  the  rate  of  freight,  or  else  reducing  the  Expenses  0800 

The  light  dues  form  a very  considerable  expense  in  the  coasting  trade,  3801'  3802 

-—Witness  was  not  aware  that  no  pensions  are  paid  from  the  surplus  of  the  light  dues 
to  decayed  seamen  m Scotland  and  Ireland ; this  being  the  case,  it  appears  toVperate 

unequally,  3896-3898 To  a certain  extent,  the  light  dues,  like  evilly  other  charge 

form  an  item  m the  cost  of  navigation,  and  fall  upon  the  consume/of  the  aS 
carried,  3S99  Therefore  the  charge  cannot  be  said  to  fall  exclusively  on  the  shipowner, 

Slrong  grounds  for  considering  that  the  management  of  the  English  lights  should  be 

Toni  1 be  f"Z;yA°ard  ; T?d  Sat  the  of  the  lighls  in  Ireland6  and  Scotland 

should  be  under  different  Boards,  3904-3912.3915 The  shipowners  of  South  Shields 

are  desirous  that  the  circumstances  under  which  the  coasting  trade  is  placed,  with  reference 
to  the  lights,  should  be  considered,  and  if  any  reduction  can  be  made  it  should  be  made 
111  that  trade  first,  39,3,  39,4.  39l6 1„  ord„  t0  gite  lhjs  K,irf  thera  worfd  bea“ 

objection  to  the  levying  ot  a general  assessment  on  the  tonnage  of  the  country  for  the 

lights,  provided  the  management  remain  the  same,  and  foreign  vessels  paid  also  3017- 

3919 Witness  would  object  to  the  lights  being  paid  for  by  Government,  3920—- 

further  objections  to  the  management  being  taken  away  from  the  Trinity-house  qo2i 
3922  Funher  evidence  in  favour  of  the  surplus  of  the  light  dues  being  applied  to’ 
charitable  purposes-  together  with  evidence  with  respect  to  the  Merchant  Seamen’s 
Fund,  3923-3935- 


Purchase  of  several  private  lighthouses  by  the  Trinity-house;  the  payment  of  this  sura 

out  ot  tne  light  dues  is  an  obstacle  to  any  immediate  reduction,  3936-3040 Under 

the  reciprocity  treaties  the  Consolidated  Fund  paid  to  the  owners  of  the  private  light- 
houses the  deficiency  of  tonnage  they  used  to  charge  on  foreign  vessels,  3941 Since 

the  purchase  of  these  lights  by  the  Trinity-house  the  Consolidated  Fund  is  relieved 
from  this  payment ; il  amounts  to  so  small  a sum  ihat  it  is  of  no  consequence  whether 

the  Government  pays  it  or  not,  3942,  3943 'Competition  likely  to  arise  with  the 

coasting  trade  from  the  extension  of  railways;  it  is  a national  object  to  protect  our 

coasting  trade  against  such  competition,  3944-3952.  3957-3964.  3968-3970 Relief 

from  the  light  dues  would  be  a very  considerable  assistance,  3953 It  would  be  a 

great  relief  to  the  coasting  trade  to  allow  them  to  provision  out  of  bond ; this  relief 
should  be  afforded  at  once,  3954“39S6-  3965-3967. 


Applications  for  Lights.  New  lights  in  Scotland  in  contemplation  by  the  Commissioners 
of  Northern  Lights  ; applications  made  by  the  trade  for  new  lights,  Stevenson  1 633-1638 
The  Trinity-house  has  established  lights  upon  the  representation  of  the  shipowners 
and  persons  in  the  trade,  upon  their  offering  to  contribute  a certain  charge  if  the  light 

were  established  this  system  ought  not  to  continue.  Young  2509-2513 Measures 

taken  by  the  Ballast  Board  (Dublin)  on  applications  for  new  lights,  Vereker  and  Halpin, 
5126-5131.5135,5136. 

Return  showing  list  of  persons  who  have  applied  for  or  pointed  out  stations  for  ihe 
erection  of  lighthouses  since  1834,  distinguishing  those  which  have  been  surveyed  and 

those  on  which  lighthouses  have  been  erected,  App.  553 Return  of  applications  for 

the  erection  of  lighthouses  in  Ireland  since  1834,  distinguishing  the  places  at  which 
lighthouses  have  been  erected,  ib.  606. 

See  also  Bell  Roclc  Committee.  Deoar,  Island  of.  Trinity-house,  2. 

Arbroath.  Report  by  the  treasurer  or  boxmaster  of  the  Seamen’s  Fraternity  of  Arbroath, 
App.  662.  . 

Ardrossan.  Letter,  dated  16th  April  1 845,  from  Mr.  James  Moffat,  relative  to  the  Ardrossan 
harbour  lights,  App.  663. 

Argand  Burners.  Comparative  statement  of  the  annual  average  expense  of  maintaining 
one  Argand  burner  in  the  Trinity-house  lights,  in  the  Northern  lights,  and  in  the  Irish 
lights,  Verclter  and  Hatpin,  5393 — —Comparative  statement  of  the  expense  of  maintain- 
ing an  Argand  burner  in  the  Northern  lights  and  that  of  an  Argand  burner  in  the  English 

lights,  Stevenson’s  Ev.,p.  107.;  App.  6 85 Observations  with  regard  to  this  statement, 

App.  686- Comparative  statement  of  the  annual  average  expense  for  maintaining  one 

Argand  burner  in  tne  Trinity-house  lights,  the  Northern  lights,  and  in  Irish  lighthouses., 

ib.  G83 Note  by  Robert  Wilkins,  referring  to  this  statement,  ib.  687 Detailed 

statement  of  the  calculation  for  the  annual  average  cost  of  maintaining  an  Argand  burner 
in  the  lighthouses  of  Ireland,  ib.  683. 

See  also  Catoptric  Lamps.  Dioptric  Lights. 

Arnaud,  Mr.  Observations  with  reference  to  Mr.  Arnaud,  the  collector  of  the  light  dues 
at  Liverpool,  Herbert  4733. 

°-36.  4 t 4 Ayr. 
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Re  pot  t,  1845 — continued. 


Ayr.  Statement  relative  to  the  private  lights  maintained  for  the  use  of  the  harbour  of  Ayr, 
App.  963. 

B. 

Ballast  Boapd  (Dublin): 

1.  Constitution,  Powers,  <Sfc.  0/  the  Board. 

2.  Mode  in  which  the  Lights  are  managed  by  the  Board ; Officers  employed. 

3.  How  far  the  Recommendations  of  the  Committee  of  1834  have  been  curried 

out  by  the  Board. 

4.  Papers  hid  before  the  Committee. 

3.  Constitution,  Powers,  fyc.  of  the  Board: 

Constitution  of  ihe  Board  under  the  Act  3 Geo.  3 ; number  and  rank  of  Commis- 
sioners ; there  is  but  one  naval  officer  at  the  Board  ; mode  of  conducting  business ; meet- 
ings, Rep.  xxiii The  lighthouses  in  Ireland  were  placed  under  superintendents  by  the 

Act  4 Geo.  1 ; transferred  to  the  Barrack  Board  by  the  7 Geo.  3;  confided  to  the  Com- 
missioners of  Customs  by  the  36  Geo.  3,  c.  16,  and  the  4 6 Geo.  3,  c.106,  and  by  the 
50  Geo.  3,  c.  95,  placed  under  the  management  of  the  Ballast  Board  in  1810,  ib.  xxiii, 

xxiv The  observations  of  the  present  Committee  respecting  the  constitution  of  the 

Board  in  Edinburgh  apply  equally  to  the  Board  in  Dublin,  ib.  xxiv. 

The  constitution  of  the  Board  remains  as  it  was  in  1834,  with  the  exception  that,  by 
the  Municipal  Corporation  Act,  there. is  now  only  one  sheriff,  instead  of  two,  as  formerly, 

Vereker  5014-5019 The  lord  mayor  and  sheriffs  being  ex-officio  members,  ib.  5015 

The  Act  of  the  6 & 7 Will.  4,  c.  79,  has  slightly  modified  the  power  of  the  Board 

since  1834,  ib.  5020 The  establishment  for  the  maintenance  of  the  lights  remains. 

separate,  as  it  did  in  1834,  ib.  5021 The  business  of  the  Lighthouse  department  is 

conducted  by  the  Board  generally,  ib.  5026-5029. 

2.  Mode  in  which  the  Lights  are  managed  by  the  Board ; Officers  employed: 

The  works  are  executed  principally  by  contract,  Halpin  5038,  5039 Witness,  as 

inspector,  lays  before  the  Board  an  estimate  of  what  will  be  the  expense  required  for 

famishing- the  interior  fittings  and  doing  small  repairs,  ib.  5040 -Way  in  which  the 

bills  for  repairs  are  examined  and  audited,  ib.  5059 Way  in  which  the  accounts  are 

audited,  ib.  5060-5064.  . 

Appointment  of  witness  as  assistant  inspector;  amount  of  salary  ; he  is  allowed  his 

travelling  expenses ; duties  of  the  office,  Halpin  5°30'5°37 There  is  a superintendent 

of  light-ships;  his  name,  salary,  and  duties,  Vereker  and  Halpin  5065-5069 -Altera- 

tions which  have  been  made  in  the  proceedings  of  the  Ballast  Board  in  Dublin  since 
1844,  Vereker  5077-5082 Number  of  lights  maintained  by  the  Ballast  Board;  ex- 

pense of  maintaining  them  ; reduction  which  has  been  made  in  the  expense,  V ereker  and 
Halpin  5088-5104. 

3.  How  far  the  Recommendations  of  the  Committee  of  1834  have  been  carried  out  by 

the  Board: 

The  recommendations  of  the  Committee  in  1834  as  to  the  purchase  of  stores  and  the 
performance  of  work  by  contract  have  been  attended  to  as  far  as  possible,  Rep.  xxiv 
Alterations  which  have  been  made  by  the  Ballast  Board  in  accordance  with  the  recom- 
mendation of  the  report  upon  the  Irish  lights  made  in  1834,  Vereker  5012,  5013  . 
pense  of  the  establishment  in  1834;  there  lias  been  a little  increase  since  that  period,  10. 
5022-5025. 

4.  Papers  laid  before  the  Committee  : 

Return  of  the  amount  of  the  balance  at  the  credit  of  the  Ballast  Board  on  the  isfc 

anuary  1845,  Vereker  and  Hatpin  5392 Return  of  the  members  of  the  Corporation 

for  preserving  and  improving  the  port  of  Dublin;  the  date  of  their  election;  rank  ana. 
station,  App.  607. 

See  also  Applications  for  Lights.  Boards  of  Management,  1.  Catoptric  Lamps. 

Central  Board.  Charities.  Collection  of  Dues,  1. 3.  Compositions.  Dioptric 
Lights.  Income  and  Expenditure,  2.  Inspection  of  Lights,  2.  Light-keepers. 
Lights.  New  Lights.  Reduction  of  Light  Dues,  2.  Reflectors.  Sanna, 
Island  of.  Trinity-house,  3. 

Ballast  Dues.  Rates  of  charge  for  ballast ; they  are  not  very  various ; no  list  of  them  is 

publicly  exhibited;  they  are  universally  known,  Herbert  372-381 The  charges  are 

paid  at  the  Trinity-house  at  the  time  the  parties  make  the.  entry  requiring  its  delivery, 

ib.  382,  383 Amount  of  ballast  supplied  in  1843;  charges  made  for  the  different 

kinds,  ib.  854 Vessels  in  ballast  are  exempt  from  light  dues,  A.  Anderson  1819^1 031  > 

Washington  2293,  2294. 
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Report,  1845 — continued. 


Ballast  Dues — continued. 


The  charge  for  ballast  lias  not  varied  during  the  last  10  vears,  Herbert  340 There 

has  been  no  application  at  any  lime  from  the  anthorities  in  London  to  have  the  chafes 

upon  ballast  reduced,  ,b.  370,  371.  385 Objection  to  the  present  system  of  balfast 

dues,  Washington  46*0-  The  charge  for  ballastage  should  be  confined  totlieactua 
expense  incurred  in  raising  it,  ib.  4529-4533.  aciuui 

Sec  also  Buoys  and  Beacons,  II.  1. 


Ballastage  .- 


1.  Trinity-house. 

2.  Northern  Lights. 


1.  Trinity-house: 

The  supervision  of  the  Ballast  department  forms  a separate  committee  of  the  Trinity 
Board,  consisting  of  two  ; mode  in  which  they  are  elected;  their  duties,  Herbert  337- 

33  9 f ?de  In  whtlch  the  accounts  are  audited,  ib.  340 There  is  a chief  clerk,  who  has 

charge  of  this  department ; his  name  and  duties,  ib.  341,  342 The  Trinity-house  enjoy 

the  supply  of  ballast  as  an  exclusive  right,  both  by  grant  and  by  Act  of  Parliament-  im 

other  parties  in  the  river  can  supply  it,  ^ 350.  352, 353 The  Trinity-house  has  a right 

to  the  soil  of  the  river  below  bridge  ; the  Corporation  of  London  has  the  right  above  bridge, 
j ' -353-362  —Manner  in  which  the  places  where  the  dredging  is  to  take  placets 
decided  upon,  tft.  353-365— In  the  charter  there  is  a duty  as  to  deepening  the  river 
300* °Ut  t0  the  lnnity  Board»  and  glvlng  it  the  privilege  of  supplying  ships,  ib.  384- 

Way  ill  which  parties  who  want  ballast  obtain  it,  Herbert  3S6,  356 The  means 

winch  the  lumly  Board  has  provided  for  supplying  vessels  are  now  very  efficient,  ib. 
356-  ;It  is  only  under  very  extraordinary  circumstances  that  vessels  requiring  ballast 
are  detained  for  it,  ib.  1 0 


Increase  in  the  revenue  of  the  Ballast  department  between  the  years  1833  and  184*3 
as  shown  m a return  laid  before  the  Committee  by  witness,  Herbert  344.  388  380— — 
This  revenue  arises  from  an  authorized  rate  by  Act  of  Parliament,  for  the  quantities  of 

ballast  supplied,  ib.  345~348 Of  what  the  expenditure  of  the  Ballast  department 

consists,  10.  354 Loss  111  the  revenue  of  the  Ballast  department  in  1830  and  1842- 

explanation  as  to  how  this  loss  originated,  ib.  366,  367 The  surplus  (if  any)'  is’ 

expended  entirely  in  charities,  under  a grant  of  Charles  the  Second,  ib.  368,  369.  386, 

Statement  of  the  quantity  of  Thames  River  ballast  raised  by  the  Corporation  of  Trinity- 
house,  and  the  annual  revenue  and  expenditure,  profit  and  loss,  of  that  department,  m 
each  year,  1833  t0  tS43>  both  inclusive;  also  rates  at  which  such  ballast  is  supplied 
App.  407.  ' 


2.  Northern  Lights  : 

Vast  correspondence  which  has  taken  place  respecting  vessels  claiming  exemption  on 
the  scale  of  ballast ; general  principle  upon  which  the  Northern  Light  Commissioners 
have  acted,  Cunningham  2900. 

See  also  Buoys  and  Beacons,  II.  1.  Small,  Cargoes. 


Baltic,  The.  Expense  of  a ship  of  300  tons  leaving  Leith  and  going  direct  to  Norway, 

J.  Mitchell  1068 Reasons  for  witness  becoming  a shipowner  in  the  Baltic,  instead 

of  investing  his  capital  in  his  own  country,  ib.  1074-1088. See  also  Short  Voyages. 

Baltic  Ships.  Baltic  ships  are  as  strong  and  as  efficiently  built  as  any  in  the  River  Thames 
that  are  classed  12  A.  1,/.  Mitchell,  1087. 

Baltic  Trade.  Decrease  of  British  tonnage  and  seamen  employed  in  the  Baltic  trade,  in 

1841,  1842,  and  1843,  as  compared  with  1831,  1832,  and  1833,  Rep.  xviii Decrease 

m the  proportion  of  British  shipping  that  passed  the  Sound  in  the  years  1841,  1842,  and 

1843,  as  compared  with  the  years  1831,  1832,  and  1833,  ib. Return  of  the  number  of 

British  ships  and  their  tonnage  and  seamen  employed  in  the  trade  to  the  ports  of  Russia, 
Denmark,  Sweden,  and  Prussia,  in  each  of  the  years  1830, 1831,  and  1832,  and  in  1841, 

1842,  and  1843,  App.  690. 

Barrow,  Sir  John.  Correspondence  between  Sir  J.  Barrow,  on  behalf  of  the  Admiralty,  and 
the  Trinity-house,  relative  to  the  erection  by  Messrs.  Bingham  & Bush  of  a beacon  on 
the  Goodwin  Sands,  App.  491,  et  seq. 

Baxter,  R.  M.  &;  C.,  Messrs.  Correspondence  between  them  and  the  Trinity  Board  rela- 
tive to  the  purchase  of  the  Skerries  lighthouse,  App.  475. 

Beacons.  See  Buoys  and  Beacons. 

°*36.  4 U Beaufort) 
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Report,  1 845 — continued. 


Beaufort,  Captain  F.  Letter  from,  on  behalf  of  the  Admiralty  Board,  dated  gth  January 
1845,  to  Captain  Washington,  relative  to  the  report  of  the  latter  on  the  subject  of  Har- 
wich Harbour,  App.  497 Letter  of  Captain  Washington,  dated  17th  January  1845, 

in  reply,  ib. 

Belfast  to  Liverpool.  See  CorsewaU  Light. 

Belfast  Steam-boats.  Application  from  the  Belfast  steam-boat  owners  to  the  Commissioners 
of  Northern  Lights  for  exemption  from  the  light  dues  ; nature  of  their  complaint;  result, 
Cuningham  2995-3000. 

Bell  Bock  Committee  (Northern  Light  Commissioners.) — Evidence  respecting-  the  appoint- 
ment and  duties  of  the  Bell  Rock  Committee,  Cuningham,  2676.  2680,  2681 

Applications  from  any  part  of  the  coast  of  Scotland  for  a new  light  go  in  the  first 
instance  to  the  standing  committee,  the  Bell  Rock  Committee;  course  pursued  upon 
their  report,  ib.  2683,  2684. 

Bell  Rock  Lighthouse.  A sum  of  25,000  /.  was  advanced  to  the  Northern  Light  Commis- 
sioners by  the  Government  towards  the  building  of  the  Bell  Rock  Lighthouse ; it  has 

been  repaid,  Cuningham  2779 Complaints  against  the  charge  for  the  duty  on  Bell 

Rock;  nature  of  these  complaints  ; how  far  acted  upon,  ib.  2910. 

Bembridge  Light.  The  floating  light  on  Bembridge  Ledge  was  established  by  the  Admiralty 
in  the  course  of  the  French  war  for  the  benefit  of  ships  going  to  and  from  Spithead, 

Rep.  xi It  was  maintained  by  the  Admiralty  at  the  public  expense  up  to  1834, 

when  the  Committee  on  Lighthouses  recommended  that  it  should  be  transferred  to  the 

Corporation  of  the  Trinity-house,  ib. On  the  12th  August  1836,  the  day  on  which 

the  Act  of  6 8c  7 Will.  4,  c.  79,  received  the  royal  assent,  this  light  was  accordingly  so 

transferred,  ib. Since  that  time  it  has  been  maintained  out  of  the  surplus  light  dues 

received  by  the  Corporation,  ib. 

Recommendation  of  the  Committee  of  1834,  that  this  light  should  be  transferred  to 

the  Trinity-house,  with  a view  to  its  maintenance  by  that  body,  Sir  J.  Pelly,  128 

This  recommendation  has  been  followed  out,  ib. No  dues  are  levied  for  the  Bembridge 

light,  ib.  129. 

Abstract  of  the  total  sum  expended  for  the  Bembridge  light  in  each  of  the  years  1826 

to  1836,  App.  417 Abstract  of  the  charges  for  the  Bembridge  light-vessel  from  1st 

January  to  12th  August  1836,  when  by  Act  6 8c  7 Will.  4,  c.  79,  it  became  vested  in  the 

Trinity-house,  ib. Return  showing  the  expense  of  maintenance  of  the  Bembridge 

floating  light  from  13th  August  1836  to  31st  December  1843,  ib.  418. 

Bermuda.  Witness  was  employed  by  the  Treasury  about  two  or  three  years  ago  to  report, 

design, andspecifyalighthouse  for  the  island  of  Bermuda,  Gordon  4375 One  constructed 

in  this  country,  much  on  the  plan  as  the  one  in  Jamaica,  is  now  in  the  course  of  per- 
manent erection  at  Bermuda,  ib.  4375-4379 Description  of  the  light,  ib.  4380.  4381, 

Cost  of  the  lighthouse  and  apparatus  complete,  ib.  4382-4384 Witness  hopes 

sperm  oil  only  will  be  used,  ib.  4385. 

Berwick-upon-Tweed.  Letter,  dated  22d  April  1845,  from  Mr.  Clem.  Pattison,  relative  to 
the  private  lights  maintained  for  the  use  of  the  harbour  of  Berwick,  App.  658. 

Bingham  % Bush,  Messrs.  Correspondence  between  the  Admiralty,  Trinity-house,  and 
Messrs.  Bingham  8c  Bush  relative  to  the  erection  by  the  latter  of  a beacon  on  the 

Goodwin  Sands,  App.  491,  et  seq. Papers  delivered  in  by  Mr.  Bush,  7th  July  1845, 

relative  to  the  erection  of  the  beacon  on  the  Goodwin  Sands,  ib.  494. 

See  also  Bullock , Captain  F.  Bush,  Mr. 

Blackrock  (Cork).  Letter,  dated  gth  July  1845,  from  Mr.  John  Cashman,  relative  to  the 
light  maintained  on  the  castle  at  Blackrock,  App.  682. 

Boards  of  Management : 

1.  Generally. 

2.  Constitution  of  the -present  Boards;  Delays  and  Difficulties  arising  from 

their  Authority  being  divided. 

3.  Propriety  of  Shipowners  having  some  Control  over  them. 

4.  Evidence  in  favour  of  the  Management  of  the  Lights  being  continued  in  the 

present  Boards. 

1.  Generally: 

The  Act  of  1836  continues  to  the  Commissioners  of  Northern  Lights,  and  to  the  Com- 
missioners of  the  Ballast  Board  in  Dublin  the  control  and  management  of  the  lights  on 
the  coast  of  Scotland  and  Ireland  respectively,  Bep.iv. 


2.  Constitution 
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Report,  1 845 — continued. 


Boards  of  Management — continued. 

*■  Boanh;  Ddays  “'**■«"  tu. 

Constitution  of  the  present  Boards ; extent  of  the  control  given  to  the  Trinity-house 
over  the  Scotch  ana  Irish  Boards;  independence  of  all  the  Boafds  of  any  control  inXh 
genera1  management,  except  in  so  far  as  the  Queen  in  Council  has  power  over  all  Rpn 

**"• Th?  ,IarSe  sums  tinted  as  light  dues  by  separate  Boards,  over  whom  the 

Government  have  no  effectual  control  as  10  the  expenditure  of  their  funds  urgentlf, 
remotes : attention,  tb.  xxui—— Delays  in  the  proceedings  of  the  Board  ofCommissfonS 
of  Northern  Light.,  and I difficulties  m a variety  of  ways,  arising  from  the  state  of  divided 
authority  under  winch  the  Commissioners  act;  differences  relative  to  the  position  ofliahte 
buoys  &c.;  instance  of  a long  continued  correspondence  between  the  Ballast  Board’and 

the  Northern  Commissioners  about  a proposed  light  on  Rathlin  Island  ib  xxiv 

Impolicy  of  allowing  so  divided  an  administration  to  continue,  ib. 

Under  the  whole  head  of  the  Trinitv-house  establishment  the  cost  of  the  general 
management  is  greater  than  is  requisite  for  the  performance  of  the  duties  which  are  dis 

charged  m reference  to  the  lights,  Young  2505,  2506 The  system  of  separate  Boards 

and  separate  references  before  any  work  can  be  carried  on  occasions  delay  and  corres 
pondence;  causes  ol  this  delay;  instances  in  illustration  of  it,  Cunimham  281  r- 

2842 Objection  to  the  manner  in  which  the  lights  are  managed  by  three  different 

Boards  in  England,  Scotland,  and  Ireland,  Williams  4090-4093.  3 nt 

3.  Propriety  of  Shipowners  having  some  Control  over  them : 

Supposing  the  dues  to  remain  chargeable  on  the  shipping,  it  is  but  just  and  fair  that 
owners  should  have  some  check  or  control  over  those  who  are  to  manage  the  lights  • at 
present  they  have  no  such  control.  Young  2515-2519.  0 ’ 


4.  Evidence  in  favour  of  the  Management  of  the  Lights  being  continued  in  the 
present  Boards : 

Having  a Board  for  the  executive  administration  in  Scotland  would  be  better  than 
having  the  whole  administration  in  London,  CuningJiam  2879 It  gives  rise  to  emula- 
tion which  Board  shall  carry  on  the  business  in  the  best  manner,  ib. With  a thorough. 

revision  of  the  constitution  and  management  of  the  Trinity  Corporation,  witness  cannot 
imagine  any  better  superintendence  than  that  Corporation;  revision  witness  would  recom- 

Young  3549- 3561.  3563-3571” They  possess  in  a great  degree  the  confidence 

of  the  shipping  and  mercantile  interests,  ib.  3549. 

Strong  grounds  for  considering  that  the  management  of  the  English  lights  should  be 
under  life  Trinity  Board,  and  that  the  arrangement  of  the  lights  in  Ireland  and  Scotland 

should  be  under  different  Boards,  JR.  Anderson  3904-3912 Further  objections  to  the 

management  of  the  lights  being  taken  away  from  the  Trinity-house,  ib.  3921,  3922. 

The  lights  of  the  United  Kingdom  are  very  efficiently  managed  by  the  Trinity-house, 
the  Irish  Ballast  Board,  and  the  Northern  Light  Commissioners ; witness  is  not  prepared 

to  suggest  any  improvements  in  the  system,  Lord  4335-4338 Advantage  of  having 

three  different  Boards  to  manage  the  lights  of  the  three  kingdoms,  having  their  reports 
called  for  and  checked  and  published  by  a supervision  under  the  Board  of  Trade, 
Gordon  4465-4473 This  plan  would  encourage  a spirit  of  competition,  ib.  44 66. 

See  also  Ballast.  Board  (Dublin).  Central  Board.  Maintenance  of  Lights,  4. 
Northern  Light  Commissioners.  Pilotage.  Trinity-house. 

Bowling  Bay  (North  Britain).  Letter,  dated  24th  April  1845,  relative  to  the  harbour  lights 
at  Bowling  Bay,  North  Britain,  App.  672. 

Braybroo/ce,  Lord.  Correspondence  relating  to  the  purchase  by  the  Trinity-house  of  the 
interest  of  his  Lordship  in  the  Wintertormess  and  Orfordness  lights,  App.  453,  et  seq. 

Brethren  of  the  Trinity-house.  No  pensions  are  allowed  to  those  retiring  from  the  Board 
from  age  or  infirmity,  Herbert  4894,  4895. 

Bristol.  Expense  of  the  collection  of  the  light  dues  at  Bristol,  Herbert  113,  114. 

British  North  America.  Return  of  British  shipping  that  entered  ports  of  the  United 
Kingdom  from  the  British  North  American  colonies,  and  from  the  United  States  of 
America,  App.  68g. 

British  Shipping.  Return  of  British  shipping  registered  in  1844,  App.  688 Account 

of  the  number  of  registered  ships  and  their  tonnage,  with  the  number  of  seamen  employed 
in  navigating  the  same,  belonging  to  the  British  empire,  31  December  1834,  ib.  690. 

See  also  Baltic  Trade.  British  North  American  Colonies.  Foreign  Shipping. 
Greenland  Whale  Fishery.  New  York.  Peninsular  and  Oriental  Steam  Naviga- 
tion Company.  Seamen.  Shipping  Interests.  Ships  of  War.  Sound  Dues. 
South  Sea  Fishery.  Steam  Vessels.  Trade. 

0.36.  4 u 2 Brixham 
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Brixham  Harbour.  Letter,  dated  7th  August  1845,  from  Mr.  R.  W.  Wolston,  relative  t 
the  private  lights  established  for  the  use  of  the  harbour,  App.  633. 

Brown,  Sir  Samuel.  Description  of  Sir  Samuel  Brown’s  plan  for  erecting  lighthouses  on 
sands,  Herbert  712-716. 

Buchunnan,  Rev.  A.  H.,  and  Mr.  P.  Clarke.  Correspondence  relative  to  the  purchase 
by  the  Trinity-house  of  their  interest  in  the  Smalls  lighthouse,  App.  455* 

Buddon  Ness  Light.  See  Tay  River. 

Bullock,  Captain  Frederick,  r.  n.  Correspondence  with  Messrs.  Bingham  & Bush  relative 
to  the  erection  by  the  latter  of  a beacon  on  the  Goodwin  Sands,  App.  494,  et  sea. 

Bunv  Port  (Pembrey).  Letter,  dated  8th  July  1845,  from  Mr.  William  M'Kiernon,  superin- 
tendent of  Buny  Port  Harbour,  relative  to  the  private  lights  established  for  the  use  of 
that  harbour,  App.  633. 

Buoys  and  Beacons: 

I.  State  of  the  Buoyage  and  Beaconage : 

1.  Generally. 

2.  Improvements  desirable. 

II.  Dues  levied  for  Buoys  and  Beacons ; Application  thereof: 

1.  Generally. 

2.  Application  of  the  Surplus  Dues  to  Charitable  Purposes  ; whether 

such  Application  is  legal. 

3.  Expediency  of  a total  Abolition  of  the  Dues. 

I.  State  of  the  Buoyage  and  Beaconage  '■ 

1.  Generally : 

By  returns  before  the  Committee  it  appears  that  in  the  year  1834,  there  were  33  beacons 
under  the  charge  of  the  Trinity-house,  and  in  the  year  1844,  48,  showing  an  increase  of 

15  since  1834,  Rep.  xii In  the  several  departments  under  the  Trinity-house,  on  the 

coasts  of  England,  there  were  227  buoys  in  the  year  1833,  and  in  the  year  1844,  299, 

showing  an  increase  of  22  in  the  12  years,  ib. The  buoying  of  our  coasts  is  in  far 

from  an  efficient  state,  Washington  2402 Authority  upon  which  estimates  have  been 

introduced,  with  respect  to  laying  down  a certain  number  of  buoys  and  beacons,  as 

works  contemplated  by  the  Northern  Light  Board,  Cuninghum  3018-3024 Statements 

showing  the  number  of  beacons  and  buoys  belonging  to  the  Corporation  of  Trinity-house 
in  1834  and  1845  respectively,  App.  401,  402. 

Statement  by  the  Committee  of  1834  with  respect  10  the  importance  of  the  Lights, 

Buoys  and  Beacons’  establishments,  Rep.  xii Statement  of  the  present  Committee, 

that  the  important  results  which  have  followed  the  survey  of  Captain  Denham  at  the 
mouth  of  the  River  Mersey,  prove  that  the  department  of  Buoys  and  Beacons  is  of  vast 
importance  to  the  navigation  of  our  rivers  and  harbours,  ib. 

2.  Improvements  desirable : 

Recommendation  that  all  white  buoys  should  be  abolished  in  the  North  Sea,  and  that 

they  should  be  chequered,  Washington  2402 They  should  be  made  tali  spiral  buoys, 

like  the  one  at  the  o.W.  end  of  the  Ship  Wash,  ib. Improvements  suggested  from 

the  Ship  Wash  to  Yarmouth,  ib.  2405 Alterations  suggested  from  Yarmouth  to  Cromer, 

ib.  2406-2409. 

II.  Dues  levied  for  Buoys  and  Beacons;  Application  thereof: 

1.  Generally: 

There  has  not  been  any  reduction  in  the  rale  of  charge  for  buoyage,  beaconage,  anil 

ballastage  since  the  year  1834,  Rep.x ii Since  the  year  1823  only  id.  per  ton  has 

been  charged  for  buoyage  and  beaconage  on  British  over-sea  traders,  and  on  vessels  of 
foreign  countries  having  reciprocity  treaties  with  this  country,  entering  the  port  of 

London  ; but  other  foreign  vessels  pay  2 d.  per  ton,  ib. Net  amount  of  dues  collected 

in  the  office  of  buoyage  and  beaconage  in  1843;  ib. Surplus  of  ballast  dues  in  the 

same  year,  ib. Gross  amount  of  the  duties  for  1843,  ib.  xiii. 

Difference  which  has  arisen  between  the  Trinity-house  and  the  Board  of  Northern 
Light  Commissioners  with  respect  to  the  duty  upon  beacons  and  buoys,  Cuningham  2842 
-This  rests  upon  an  error  in  the  Act  of  Parliament,  in  consequence  of  which  the 
Commissionershave  no  power  to  levy  such  duties  ; the  whole  system  of  buoys  and  beacons 
is  at  present  in  abeyance,  ib.  2842-2852. 

2.  Application 
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Buoys  and  Beacons — continued. 

II.  Duties  levied  for  Buoys  and  Beacons;  Application  thereof—  continued. 

2.  Application  of  the  Surplus  Dues  to  Charitable  Purposes;  whether  such 

Application  is  legal : 

It  appears  by  the  report  of  1S34,  that  11,261/.  was  collected  in  1832  for  the  buoys  and 
beacons  ill  the  River  Thames,  off  Yarmouth,  in  the  River  Tees,  and  other  places  on  the 
English  coast,  of  which,  after  paying  all  expenses,  there  was  a surplus  013,643/.,  which 

was  applied  to  charitable  purposes.  Rep.  xii The  Trinity-house  consider  these  dues 

applicable,  under  their  charter,  to  charitable  purposes,  ib. Doubts  entertained  by  the 

Committee  in  1822  as  to  how  far  the  Trinity  Board  were  warranted  by  any  authority  to 
apply  any  part  of  the  surplus  dues  from  buoyage  and  beaconage  to  charitable  purposes, 
ib. Decided  opinion  given  by  the  Committee  of  1834  upon  the  subject,  ib. 

3.  Expediency  of  a total  Abolition  of  the  Dues: 

Observations  of  the  Committee,  that  the  charges  for  the  buoyage  and  beaconage  are 

small,  and  attended  with  much  trouble  in  collecting,  Rep.  xii There  is  no  charge  for 

buoys  and  beacons  on  the  coasts  of  Scotland  or  Ireland,  ib.  xiii Recommendation  of 

Committee  that  the  charges  for  buoyage,  beaconage,  loadmanage,  primage,  and  Trinity 
dues  payable  in  England  should  be  discontinued,  and  that  all  vessels  should  be  exempt 

from  them,  as  vessels  on  the  coasts  of  Scotland  and  Ireland  now  are,  ib. The  cobler 

buoy  placed  near  the  entrance  of  the  harbour  of  Catwater  cited  as  an  example  of  the 
manner  in  which  separate  authorities  have  charge  of  and  receive  dues  for  buoys  beyond 
what  is  required  to  maintain  them,  ib. 

See  also  Agents.  America,  2.  Carr  Rock.  Central  Board,  1.  Cobler 
Buoy.  Dundee  Harbour.  Foreign  Lights.  Liverpool.  Nortkern  Light 
Commissioners,  2.  Prince’s  Channel.  Ship  Wash  Shoal.  Sizewell  Bank  Bay. 
Symmond's  Roclis.  Tay  River.  Tongue  Bank. 

Burners.  Return  of  the  number  of  burners  in  each  of  the  northern  lighthouses  in  1845, 

and  the  nature  of  the  light,  App.  571 Return  of  the  number  of  burners  in  each  of 

the  northern  lighthouses  in  1833  and  1844,  and  the  nature  of  the  light,  ib. 

See  also  Argand  Burners. 

Burnham  Light.  See  Purchase  of  Lighthouses,  1. 

.Burns,  George.  (Analysis  of  his  Evidence.) — Resident  in  Glasgow;  has  been  engaged  for 

20  years  extensively  as  manager  and  proprietor  of  steam- vessels,  3971,  3972 Witness 

appears  on  behalf  of  the  different  companies  with  which  he  is  connected,  and  which  signed 

the  petition  that  was  presented  to  The  House,  3973 Statement  in  the  petition,  that 

the  light  dues  are  unjust  to  the  shipping  interest;  way  in  which  witness  considers  them 

unjust,  3974,  et  seq. Evidence  to  show  that  they  bear  unequally,  upon  steam-vessels 

particularly,  3975-3985.  3988-4002. 4017 They  press  unequally,  not  only  as  between 

steamers  and  sailing  vessels,  but  as  between  steamers  in  the  coasting  trade  and  steamers 
in  the  foreign  trade,  3978. 

There  is  no  complaint  against  the  efficiency  of  the  lights,  it  is  die  amount  of  dues  that 

is  objected  to,  3986,  3987 Manner  in  which  the  light  dues  affect  the  North  American 

steamers  ; Canard’s  line,  4003-4009.  4016,  4017.  4032-4034 Difficulty  or  arranging 

the  matters  of  detail  with  regard  to  the  lights  between  one  class  of  vessels  and  another ; 
it  would  therefore  be  better  to  throw  the  thing  into  the  hands  of  the  Government  or  the 

public,  4012-4015.  4021 A rate  upon  tonnage  would  be  a more  equitable  mode  of 

paying  for  the  lights  than  the  present  system,  4021-4025 If  the  public  at  large  were 

called  upon  to  pay  for  the  lighis,  ihey  would  derive  some  benefit  in  the  reduction  of  the 
charges  for  merchandize,  4026-4030. 

Burntisland.  Statement  relative  to  the  private  lights  maintained  for  the  use  of  this  har- 
bour, App.  664. 

Bush,  William.  (Analysis  of  his  Evidence.) — Engineer,  4928 Detail  of  the  circum- 

stances connected  with  the  light  which  witness  has  been  attempting  to  erect  on  the 
Goodwin  Sands ; amount  expended;  ulterior  objects  in  view ; understanding  between 
witness  and  the  Government  with  respect  to  the  light,  4929-5006. 

[Second  Examination.] — Papers  produced  by  Mr.  Bush,  referred  to  in  his  previous 
evidence,  5249-5251. 

■Bush,  Mr.  Reference  to  his  evidence  by  the  Committee,  Rep.  xxxi. 

See  also  Bingham  0;  Bush,  Messrs.  Goodwin  Sands. 
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Caithness.  Extract  from  Report  of  Committee  of  the  Trinity  House,  London,  appointed 
to  visit  the  coast  of  Caithness  for  the  purpose  of  examining  the  proposed  sites  for  a 
lighthouse  upon  that  coast,  13th  September  1844,  App.  664. 

Campbell,  Mr.  Petition  of  Mr.  Abram  Campbell,  dated  21st  September  1836,  to  the  Com- 
missioners of  Northern  Lights,  relative  to  the  dues  levied  on  steamers  plyin*v  between 
Glasgow  and  various  places,  App.  521. 

Campbeltown.  Witness  appears  to  support  the  allegations  in  the  petition  from  Campbel- 
town which  has  been  presented  to  The  House,  M‘Murchy  2541-2544 A vessel  of  anv 

tounage  or  depth  of  water  can  enter  the  port  of  Campbeltown  at  all  times  of  the  tide 
ib.  2573 Communications  which  have  taken  place  between  the  magistrates  of  Camp- 

beltown and  the  Northern  Light  Commissioners,  respecting  lights,  Cuningham  2581 

Letter,  dated  18th  April  1845,  from  Mr.  John  Colville,  relative  to  the  private  liohts 

established  for  the  use  of  the  harbour,  App.  675. See  also  Denar , Island  of.  = 

Campbeltown  and  Glasgow  Steam  Packet  Company.  Reasons  for  an  offer  beino-  made  by 
the  Commissioners  of  Northern  Lights  to  compromise  the  full  dues  of  about  1 50  /.  a year 
paid  by  the  Campbeltown  Steam-boat  Company  for  10  /.  yearly;  the  compromise  was 

entered  into,  but  has  ceased  since  1836,  M‘Murchy  2545 Explanation  of  the  reason 

why  the  composition  which  had  been  entered  into  between  the  Commissioners  and  the 

Campbeltown  Steam-boat  Company  was  terminated,  Cuningham  2622 By  the  Act 

of  1836,  the  Commissioners  ceased  to  have  any  power  to  abate  their  light  dues,  ib. 

Way  in  which  this  Act  prevents  them,  ib.  2623 Nature  of  the  complaint  made  by 

the  Campbeltown  steam-boat  owners  with  respect  to  the  charge  for  lights,  ib.  2634 L 

Grounds  for  the  Commissioners  of  Northern  Lights  considering  that  they  were  entitled  to 

the  relief  prayed  for,  ib.  2635-2648 Letter,  dated  28th  March  1845,  from  David 

Colville,  enclosing  memorial  of  the  company,  praying  relief  from  dues,  to  the  Com- 
missioners of  Northern  Lights,  App.  675. See  also  Steam  Vessels,  2. 

Canada  Trade.  Increase  in  the  Canada  trade  of  late,  Chapman  3843-3858. 

Cape  Coast  Castle.  Witness  has  supplied  Cape  Coast  Castle  with  his  catoptric  IMit  since 

1840,  Wilkins  3440-3456 None  of  the  lamps  sent  out  by  witness  to  Cape  Coast  Castle 

in  1840  have  been  sent  home  to  be  repaired;  has  had  no  complaints  about  them  ib. 
3495-3501- 

Carcel  Lamps.  See  Catoptric  Lamps. 

Carnarvon  Harbour.  Letter,  dated  nth  April  1845,  from  Mr.  John  Jackson,  clerk  to  the 
trustees  of  the  harbour  of  Carnarvon,  relative  to  the  private  lights  established  for  the  use 
of  that  harbour,  and  adverting  to  the  charges  made  for  Irish  lights  under  the  Act  52  Geo. 
3,  c.  1 1 5,  App.  634. 

Carrichfergus  Bay.  Lighthouse  erected  by  witness  in  the  summer  of  1844  in  Csu-rick- 

fergus  Bay,  A.  Mitchell,  5314,  5315 Nature  of  the  ground  where  it  was  erected,  and 

description  of  the  light,  ib.  53’4-5322 Cost  of  the  lighthouse,  ib.  5323-5326 It 

has  been  well  tried,  having  stood  the  storms  of  last  winter  uninjured,  ib.  5327 In  tem- 

pestuous weather  there  are  two  heavy  boats  suspended  from  the  davits,  which  the  pilots 
residing  there  require  for  their  use;  way  in  which  these  boats  are  suspended,  ib.  5327- 
53^9  A life-boat  might  be  suspended  in  the  same  way,  and  made  use  of  for  affording 
assistance  in  cases  of  shipwreck  in  the  neighbourhood,  ib.  5330. 

Carr  Pock.  Witness  has  never  heard  the  efficiency  of  the  beacon  on  the  Carr  Rock  ques- 
tioned, Cuningham  2950-2955. 

Cashman,  Mr.  See  Black  Rock  (Cork). 


Catoptric  Lamps.  Witness’s  lamps  have  superseded  the  Carcel  lamp  in  this  country,  on 

account  of  the  difficulty  and  complication  of  the  latter,  Wilkins  3480-3485 Difference 

between  witness’s  lamp  and  the  common  Argand  burner  ; upon  the  whole,  it  is  less  com- 
plicated and  less  liable  to  get  out  of  order,  ib.  3486-3494 There  would  be  no  difficulty 

m an  ordinary  workman  abroad  repairing  it,  ib.  3503 Another  lamp  is  now  being 

made,  burning  dioptric  lights,  after  the  manner  of  the  French  lighthouse  lamps,  ib.  3515- 
Witness  lias  not  applied  to  the  Commissioners  of  Northern  Lights  to  introduce  his 

lamp,  Hilkms  3436 Witness  applied  to  the  superintendent  of  the  Ballast  Board  in 

Dublin,  Mr.  Halpin,  having  been  in  Dublin  since  he  made  the  lamp,  to  try  if,  but  he 
waved  it,  because,  till  the  Board  sanctioned  it,  he  could  do  nothin",  ib.  3437-3439. 

Statement  of  the  cost  of  maintaining  a revolving  light  fitted  with  15  catoptric  lamps, 
compared  with  the  expense  of  a revolving  light  fitted  with  15  Argand  lamps,  App.  687 
houses  fitted  with  Wilkins’s  patent  catoptric  lamps  for  burning  refined 
lape  oil,  ib.  Particulars  of  cost  for  maintaining  a revolving  lioht  with  15  catoptric 
lamps  and  reflectors  for  one  year,  ib.  688 For  maintaining  a fixed  light  with  24  cat- 

optric lamps  and  reflectors  for  one  year,  ib. 

See  also  Cape  Coast  Castle.  Quebec. 

Cutwater 
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Catwater  Harbour.  See  Buoys  and  Beacons,  II.  3. 
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Central  Board.- 

1.  Expediency  of  all  the  Lights  in  the  United  Kingdom  being  consolidated  under 
one  Central  Board. 

•2.  Proposed  Powers,  Duties,  Sfc.  of  such  Board. 

3.  Whether  the  Central  Authority  should  be  vested  in  the  Trinity-house  or  the 

Government. 

4.  A Board  of  Control  over  the  present  separate  Boards  recommended. 

1.  Expediency  of  all  the  Lights  in  the  United  Kingdom  being  consolidated  under  one 

Central  Board  : 

General  remarks  of  the  Committee  on  the  subject  of  a central  Board  of  management 

Rep.  xxii-xxvii Magnitude  and  importance  of  the  department  of  Lights,  ib.  xxii i 

Letter  of  the  Elder  Brethren  of  the  Trinity-house  to  the  Lords  of  the  Treasury,  dated 
16th  April  1835,  quoted  as  showing  the  sentiments  of  the  Trinity  Board  in  1835  as  to 
placing  all  the  lights  of  the  United  Kingdom  under  one  central  Board,  ib.  xxvi Ad- 

herence of  the  Elder  Brethren  to  their  opinion  expressed  to  the  Lords  of  the  Treasury 
in  1835,  ib.  3 

The  accomplishment  of  a measure  for  placing  the  management  of  the  public  lights  in 

England  in  one  Board  would  be  attended  with  beneficial  effects,  Herbert  539 Opinion 

in  favour  of  one  general  Board  of  management  for  the  whole  of  the  lights  of  the  United 

Kingdom,  Just  1354-1359 How  far  the  appointment  of  a central  B^ard  in  London  for 

the  management  of  the  lights  would  be  likely  to  be  beneficial,  Stevenson  1767-1784 

Speaking  generally,  one  Board  for  the  control  of  the  lights,  buoys,  and  beacons  of  the 
United  Kingdom  would  be  very  useful,  Cuningkam  2802-2812. 

Statement  of  cases  showing  the  importance  of  removing  various  lights  from  local  juris- 
diction, and  having  some  general  authority,  Denham  3058-3066 -Every  light  used  as 

a beacon  for  vessels  at  sea  ought  to  be  under  a public  Board,  ib.  3065 The  lights  of 

the  country  ought  to  lie  under  one  central  Board,  ib.  3086,  3087 Witness’s  object  is 

to  consolidate,  simplify,  and  reduce  the  expenditure  as  much  as  possible,  and  to  render 

the  protection  efficient  and  uniform.  Young  3547 English,  Scotch,  and  Irish  lights 

should  be  placed  under  one  superintendence,  ib.  3548. 

Upon  a subject  of  such  national  importance  as  lights  centralization  is  necessary,  in 
order  to  secure  something  like  system,  uniformity,  and  economy  in  the  management, 

Aikin  3650 Further  advantages  which  would  be  derived  from  centralizing  and 

placing  the  whole  of  the  lights  under  one  Board,  id.  3656-3662 Instance  showing 

the  necessity  of  having  the  whole  establishment  under  one  management,  Williams  4090- 

4093 The  lighthouses  of  the  United  Kingdom  ought  to  be  under  one  single 

management;  advantages  which  may  be  contemplated  from  such  arrangement,  ib.  4099- 
4103. 

2.  Proposed  Powers,  Duties,  Sfc.  of  such  Board : 

Any  Board  having  charge  of  the  lighthouses  should  have  some  scientific  men  as  well 
as  seamen  upon  it ; class  of  professional  men  witness  would  consider  most  efficient, 
Straher  2026-2.031 Constitution  of  the  Board  witness  would  propose  for  the  manage- 

ment of  the  lights,  supposing  Government  to  undertake  the  payment  and  maintenance 

of  the  lights  out  of  the  public  money,  Young  2520-2527 Proposed  constitution  of 

the  central  Board  suggested  by  witness  ; powers  with  which  it  should  be  vested,  Denham 

3066-3075 The  Board  should  be  in  close  communion  with  the  Admiralty  Hydro 

grapher’s  department,  and  all  the  information  of  the  surveys  of  the  coast  which  he  has, 

ib.  3086-3088 Description  of  Board  under  which  the  management  of  the  lights 

should  be  placed,  Washington  4515-4523. 

Recommendation  of  the  Committee  that  it  should  be  the  duty  of  the  central  Board 
having  the  general  charge  of  lighthouses  also  to  have  such  general  superintendence 
over  all  the  buoys  and  beacons  as  the  Trinity-house,  the  Boards  of  Scotland  and  Ireland 
now  exercise,  Rep.  xii. 

3.  Whether  the  Central  Authority  should  be  vested  in  the  Trinity-house  or  the 

Government : 

Opinion  of  the  Committee  “ that  all  lighthouses,  buoys,  &c.  in  the  United  Kingdom 
should  be  placed  under  the  management  ol  one  Board,  resident  in  London,  and  that  that 

central  Board  should  be  the  Trinity  Board,”  Rep.  xxvi Recommendation  of  the 

Committee  of  1834  that  the  Trinity-house  at  Deptford  should  be  a central  Board  for  the 

management  of  the  general  public  lights  of  the  three  kingdoms,  Sir  J.  Pelly  137 

Unqualified  opinion  of  the  Elder  Brethren  that  this  measure,  would  be  attended  with  the 

most  beneficial  results,  ib.  137-J42' Advantage  that  would  arise  from  having  all  the 

lights  in  England  and  Scotland  managed  under  a uniform  system  by  the  Trinity  Board, 
Herbert  650-655 It  would  be  much  better  under  the  Trinity  Board  than  divided 

0.36.  4 u 4 as 
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Central  Board— continued. 

3.  Whether  the  Central  Authority  should  be  vested  in  the  Trinity-house  or  ike 
Governtnen  t — conti  nued . 

as  at  present  between  them,  the  Ballast-office,  and  the  Northern  Commissioners,  Aikin 
3664. 

Witness  is  anxious  for  the  establishment  of  some  central  Board  definitively  to  settle  all 
questions  winch  arise,  in  order  to  get  rid  of  the  delays  which  occur  from  the  reference 
to  the  Trinity-house,  the  Board  of  Trade,  and  the  Queen  in  Council ; objection  to  the 

Trinity  Board  being  invested  with  this  power,  Cuningham  2893-2897' Grounds  for  • 

forming  the  opinion  that  the  Government  could  form  a better  Board  for  the  management 
of  the  lights  than  the  Trinity-house  Board,  as  at  present  constituted,  Aikin  3646-3655 

If  the  Government  would  not  undertake  it,  the  Trinity  Board  would  be  the  next 

fittest  Board,  ib.  3663,  3664 There  can  never  be  a perfect  system  of  lighting  until 

the  whole  of  the  lights  are  placed  under  one  general  Board,  acting  under  Government 
direction,  and  composed  of  practical  and  scientific  men,  Chapman  3808-3835. 


4.  A Board  of  Control  over  the  present  separate  Boards  recommended  : 

The  one  Board  recommended  by  witness  should  be  a Board  of  control ; great  advantage 
would  arise  from  having  separate  Boards  in  each  of  the  three  kingdoms  to  carry  on  the 
executive  department ; constitution  of  the  Board  of  control  which  witness  w ould 
recommend,  Cuningham  2857-2877.  2880,  2881. 

See  also  Boards  of  Management.  TJnifwmity  of  Rates. 


Chapman,  Henry  Cleaver.  (Analysis  of  his  Evidence.) — Has  been  a shipowner  at  Liverpool 
about  15  years,  3720,  3721-3723- — Commanded  a ship  lor  six  voyuges  to  India,  and 

has  been  intimately  acquainted  with  shipping  matters  for  the  last  25  years,  3722 

Witness’s  ships  go  to  the  West  Indies  principally;  to  the  west  coast  of  America,  the 

United  States  and  North  America,  3724 Witness  is  one  of  the  committee  of  the 

Liverpool  Shipowners’  Association,  and  is  deputed  by  them  to  represent  their  sentiments- 

upon  this  question,  3725 They  have  petitioned  the  House  of  Commons,  and  stated 

their  opinions  therein,  3726 They  are  quite  willing  to  pay  their  fair  proportion  for  the 

construction  and  maintenance  of  the  lights,  3726.  3783, 3784 But  they  protest 

strongly  against  the  surplus  fund  being  applied  by  the  Trinity-house  in  charities,  3726. 

When  the  reciprocity  treaties  were  brought  into  operation,  and  the  shipping  monopoly 
ceased,  the  burthens  which  pressed  most  heavily  upon  the  shipping  should  have  been 

abolished,  3727 Among  these  is  the  management  of  the  lights  under  the  Corporation 

of  Trinity-house,  3727,3728- — In  the  United  States,  Russia,  France,  and  other  coun- 
tries, lighthouses  are  maintained  by  the  public  money,  3729 The  governments  of 

these  countries  do  all  they  can  to  encourage  the  mercantile  marine  of  each  country,  3729 
Amount  of  the  surplus  light  dues  levied  by  the  Trinity-house,  and  applied  annually 
to  charitable  purposes;  the  shipowners  decidedly  and  strongly  protest  against  this,  3730, 
3731  Way  in  which  the  light  dues  press  heaviest  upon  the  shipping  interest  of  this 
country,  373273733- 

Evidence  with  respect  to  the  collection  of  the  light  dues  in  Liverpool;  sum  paid  for 
the  collection;  reduction  which  might  be  made  in  the  expense  of  collection,  3734-3742 
Way  in  which  paying  light  dues  affects  witness  as  a shipowner  in  trading  to  Rio 
or  any  other  foreign  port,  compared  with  ships  sailing  from  the  Continent  to  the  same 
place,  and  who  must  therefore  come  in  competition  with  him,  3743-3746 Inconveni- 

ence attending  the  general  trade  of  the  country  by  vessels  being  prevented  taking  small 

quantities  of  cargo  rather  than  pay  the  whole  of  the  light  dues,  3747-3749 The 

whole  of  the  light  dues,  so  far  as  coasting  and  sailing  vessels  are  concerned,  ought  to  be 
abolished,  3749  Reasons  for  considering  that  they  ought  not  to  be  remitted  upon  the 
steamers,  3749-3761 In  the  present  state  of  the  coasting  trade  it  has  become  politi- 

cally and  commercially  desirable  to  lessen  the  expense  of  sailing  vessels,  3762-3763*. 

Proportion  the  lighthouse  duties  bear  to  the  gross  freight  or  the  net  profits  of  voyages 

generally,  3764-3770 Return  of  the  lights  paid  to  the  Trinity-house  by  British 

vessels  when  reporting  and  clearing  at  the  port  of  Liverpool ; also  lights  paid  to  the:Dock. 
Company, p.  234—  With  regard  to  the  coasting  trade,  it  would  be  a great  relief  to 

be  freed  from  the  dues,  3771 Rate  of  profit  upon  shipping  for  the  last  10  or  12  years, 

3772  iiiere  was  formerly  a period  of  great  prosperiiy  • since  1840  there  has  been  a 

loss  throughout,  ib.- Still  a great  increase  of  the  shipping  has  taken  place  within 

that  period  ; how  this  may  be  accounted  for,  3773-3778.  3785-3787 Reasons  for  the 

shipowners  not  having  made  representations  to  Government  earlier  with  respect  to  the 
heavy  burthen  of  the  light  dues,  3774-3777. 

The  relaxation  of  the  law  by  which  vessels  going  abroad  can  provision  out  of  bond  has 

been  ot  the  greatest  possible  consequence  to  the  shipping,  3776.  3777 Evidence  with 

Sc!,/0  th,6  Jock  dues  at  Liverpool,  3779-37^ From  the  trade  in  guano  the  ship- 

pin^  interests  have  not  suffered  so  much  during  the  last  year  as  thev  did  during  the  three 

preceding  years,  3782 The  complaint  of  the  petitioners  is  only  in  respect  to  the 

amount. 
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Chapman,  llenry  Cleaver.  (Analysis  of  his  Evidence) — continued. 
amount  of  light  dues  and  the  mode  of  charging,  and  not  as  to  the  state  of  the  lights  -3788- 
379°, -Detective  management  of  the  lights  in  the  Mersey  previously  to  Captain  Den- 

ham s going  there  ; the  navigation  has  been  much  improved  by  Captain  Denham  s survey 
of  the  mouth  and  estuary  of  the  Mersey,  3790-3802. 3857-3868 Statement  in  the  peti- 

tion of  the  Liverpool  shipowners  that  the  lights  are  levied  unequally  and  exclusively  on 
the  commercial  marine  ; ships  of  war  are  exempt;  yachts  are  also  exempt,  3803,  3804. 

If  light  dues  are  to  he  continued,  all  shipping  using  the  lights  should  pay,  3805— 
In  that  part  of  the  general  petition  stating  that  the  lights  ought  to  be  maintained  in  this 

as  in  most  other  countries  at  the  national  expense,  witness  does  not  coincide  3806 

Ships  should  pay  according  to  their  tonnage,  the  Navy  contributing  its  proportion  3807 

There  can  never  be  a perfect  system  of  lighting  until  the  whole  of  the  lights  are 

placed  under  one  general  Board,  acting  under  Government  direction,  and  composed  of 

practical  and  scientific  men,  3808-3835 Objections  to  levying  a rate  on  the  registered 

tonnage  of  the  shipping-  of  the  country  to  pay  for  the  lights,  3836-3843 Objection  to 

money  being  levied  under  the  title  of  lighthouse  dues  and  applied  to  charity,  3844-3846 

Increase  in  the  Canada  trade,  3843-3858 The  United  States  trade  has  not 

increased  in  our  ports  in  the  same  ratio  with  our  own,  3854 Owing  to  our  colonial 

ships  taking  the  timber  trade  and  cotton  trade,  the  American  ships  are  suffering  • they 

have  only  the  South  Sea  fishery,  3855 Reason  for  the  Americans  being  so  successful 

in  that  fishery,  3850. 


Charities: 

1.  Generally. 

2.  Objections  to  the  application  of  the  Light  Dues  to  Charitable  Purposes. 

3.  Recommendations  of  former  Committees  on  the  subject. 

4.  Powers  under  which  the  Trinity  Hoard  claims  to  apply  the  Dues  to 

Charitable  Purposes. 

1.  Generally: 

Amount  of  payments  made  in  the  eleven  years  1833  to  1844,  under  the  head  of  special 

ch  arities ; list  of  those  charities,  Rep.  xxvii Return  of  the  several  special  charities 

to  which  subscriptions  have  been  made  by  the  Corporation  of  Trinity-house  in  each  year 
from  1833  t°  1843,  specifying  the  amount  to  each  charity  and  the  amount  in  each  year 
App.  396. 

In  Scotland,  under  the  Northern  Light  Commissioners,  there  is  no  money  applied  to  cha- 
ritable purposes,  Marshall  3252 Return  of  the  charities  and  superannuations  paid  by 

the  Commissioners  of  Northern  Lighthouses  in  the  year  1844,  App.  554 Return  of 

pensions  and  charities  paid  by  the  Ballast  Board,  Dublin,  in  the  year  1844,  ib.  603. 

With  reference  to  the  Scilly  light,  the  surplus  allowed  to  lie  distributed  may  be 

reduced  by  the  Queen  in  Council,  Young  3534,  3535 There  is  a surplus  at  present, 

but  the  Queen  in  Council  not  having  interposed,  they  are  allowed  to  distribute  it,  ib. 
8536. 


2.  Objections  to  the  application  of  the  Light  Dues  to  Charitable  Purposes : 
Objection  to  the  general  principle  of  applying  any  portion  of  the  light  dues  to  cha- 
ritable purposes,  Rep.  xxii Objeclions  to  the  application  of  the  surplus  light  dues  to 

charitable  purposes.  Just  1372-1386 Objection  to  any  portion  of  the  dues  paid  under 

the  title  of  lighthouse  dues  being  appropriated  to  charitable  purposes,  Young  2492- 

2494-  2532-2534 Amount  of  the  surplus  light  dues  levied  by  the  Trinity-house  and 

applied  annually  to  charitable  purposes;  the  shipowners  decidedly  and  strongly  protest 

against  this,  Chapman  3730, 3731 Objection  to  money  being  levied  under  thet  itle  of 

lighthouse  dues  and  applied  to  charity,  ib.  3844-3846 -The  light  dues  are  unjust, 

inasmuch  as  the  shipping  pays  a portion  of  the  fund  which  is  distributed  in  charity, 

Williams  4074-4076 Objection  to  any  portion  of  the  light  dues  being  applied  to  any 

other  purpose  than  the  maintenance  of  the  lights,  ib.  4077-4082. 

Witness  does  not  object  to  there  being  a fund  for  decayed  seamen,  but  objects  to  their 

being  paid  out  of  that  which  is  levied  as  light  dues,  A.  Anderson  1862,  1863 Whilst 

witness  objects  to  any  portion  of  the  light  dues  being  appropriated  to  charitable  purposes, 
he  would  not  object  to  a fund  being  raised  upon  the  shipping  for  that  ostensible  purpose, 
Williams  4126. 

So  soon  as  it  became  known  in  Liverpool  that  a portion  of  the  light  dues  was  applied 
to  charitable  purposes  the  objection  to  them  became  general,  Aikin  3586.  359°-3593- 

3597-3603.  3616-3619 The  shipowners  of  Liverpool  protest  strongly  against  the 

surplus  fund  being  applied  by  the  Trinity-house  to  charities.  Chapman  3726. 

Especial  objection  of  the  Scotch  shipowners  to  the  expenditure  of  any  part  of  the 

-money  paid  by  them  to  almshouses  established  in  England,  J.  Mitchell  862-871 
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Charities — continued. 

2.  Objections  to  the  application  of  Light  Dues  to  Charitable  Purposes — continued. 
Statement  in  the  petition  of  the  Leith  shipowners  that  the  exaction  of  such,  heavy  dues 
and  grievous  rates,  and  the  appropriation  of  the  surplus  to  purposes  different  from  what 
was  intended,  are  not  only  illegal  but  unjust ; way  in  which  they  are  illegal,  J.  Mitchell  903 

Objection  of  the  Dundee,  Perth,  and  London  Shipping  Company  to  the  surplus  being 

given  away  in  charity,  Marshall  3256 The  company  provides  for  its  own  servants  when 

worn  out  in  the  service ; number  of  their  pensioners  at  present;  sum  allowed  them,  ib. 

3 One  of5the  causes  of  dissatisfaction  among  the  shipowners  of  Soutli  Shields  is  that 
any  portion  of  the  light  dues  should  be  paid  for  the  support  of  decayed  seamen,  Stralcer 

1989-1991 Opinion  of  the  shipowners  of  Shields  that  the  appropriation  of  any 

surplus  to  charitable  or  other  purposes  than  the  maintenance  of  the  lights,  is  ill-advised, 
ib.  20.54. 


3.  Recommendations  of  forma'  Committees  on  the  subject : 

Recommendation  of  the  Select  Committee  on  Foreign  Trade  in  1822,  that  the  amount 
of  32,000 1.  distributed  in  charities  in  that  year,  should  be  gradually  reduced  to  13,000 1 

a year.  Rep.  xxvii Recommendation  of  the  Committee  of  1834,  that  the  system  of 

applying  the  surplus  dues  in  charity  should  be  discontinued,  and  that  all  surplus  dues 
should  lie  applied  in  reduction  of  future  dues,  ib. ; Aikin  3626-3628 Great  disap- 

pointment has  been  felt  that  their  recommendation  has  not  been  carried  out,  Aikin  3626- 
3628. 


4.  Powers  tinder  which  the  Trinity  Board  claims  to  apply  the  Surplus  Dues  to 
Charitable  Purposes : 

Extract  from  letter  addressed  by  the  Trinity  Board  in  1 835  to  the  Lords  of  the  Treasury, 
stating  the  application  of  the  surplus  dues  to  charitable  purposes  to  be  one  of  the  esseu- 
tial  objects  of  the  institution,  and  as  such  expressly  enjoined  in  the  early  patents  granted 

to  the  Trinity  House,  Rep.  xxvii,  xxviii The  Board  consider  that  they  have  a right  to 

distribute  the  surplus  light  dues  by  the  patents  of  the  lighthouses.  Sir  J.  Pelly  225-229 

Opinion  of  law  authorities  upon  the  subject,  J.  Mitchell  904-909 Amount  which 

the  Trinity-house  are  justified  by  law  in  expending  for  charitable  purposes,  Young  3533. 
3538 'All  beyond  this  amount  being  collected  by  taxation  upon  shipping,  is  an  illegi- 

timate appropriation  of  their  funds,  ib.  3533.  3537. 

Observations  upon  former  evidence  as  to  the  application  of  the  surplus  revenue  not 

necessary  for  the  maintenance  of  the  lights,  Sir  J.  Pelly  4607-4611 -The  surplus 

funds  are  applicable  to  any  purpose  tending  to  the  increase  of  navigation,  to  the  good 
government  and  establishment  of  the  Corporation,  and  to  the  relief  of  poor  mariners,  ib. 

How  far  the  charter  of  incorporation  of  the  Trinity-house  sets  forth  that  the  surplus 

shall  be  applied  to  charitable  purposes,  ib.  4612-4655 Case  quoted  iti  support  of  the 

opinion  that  it  is  so  applicable,  ib. 

Witness  (solicitor  to  the  Corporation  of  the  Trinity-house)  drew  up  the  case  submitted 
to  the  two  officers  of  the  Crown  in  1822,  and  which  has  been  laid  before  the  Committee, 
Teesdale  4766 Witness  relies  upon  the  opinion  then  given  as  justifying  the  applica- 

tion of  the  general  surplus  revenues  of  the  lights  to  charitable  purposes ; witness  had 
previously  given  an  opinion  himself  upon  the  subject,  ib.  4767,  4768.  4874,  4875 — - 
Detailed  statement  of  the  case  laid  before  the  law  officers  of  the  Crown  at  the  time  their 

opinion  was  taken,  and  of  the  documents  placed  before  them,  ib.  4769-4873 Three 

Acts  of  Parliament  having  reference  to  the  Trinity-house  have  been  passed  since  this 

opinion  was  given,  ib.  4769-4774 How  far  these  Acts  affect  the  powers  and  privileges 

previously  exercised  by  the  Corporation,  enlarging  them  in  some  cases,  and  curtailing 
them  in  others,  ib.  4775-4778. 

The  case  and  documents  referred  to  were  the  sole  ground  for  the  opinion  of  the  law 
officers  of  the  Crown,  Teesdale  4779-4783 Examination  upon  these  various  docu- 

ments with  a view  to  show  how  far  they  all  and  severally  justify  the  application  of  the 

surplus  revenue  of  the  Trinity-house  to  charitable  purposes,  ib.  4784,  et  secj. The  first 

of  these  documents  is  the  8 Elizabeth,  c.  1 13  ; the  second  is  the  36  of  Elizabeth ; the  third 
the  letters  patent  granted  by  Charles  the  Second  for  the  Winterton  lights,  ib.  4785* 

4798,  4806 Power  given  in  the  patent  granted  by  Charles  the  Second  of  the  Scilly 

lights  to  apply  the  surplus  profits  or the  tolls  for  the  purposes  of  charity;  the  patent  for 
the  Winterton  light  was  the  first  in  which  the  authority  was  given  ; how  far  this  patent 
is  to  be  considered  as  an  authority  for  the  application  of  the  light  clues  to  charitable 
purposes,  ib.  4821-4829. 

Charter  of  James  the  Second,  called  “ The  Royal  Charter  of  Confirmation powers  in 
this  charter,  directing  certain  sources  of  revenue  to  be  appropriated  to  the  relief  of  certain 
poor  persons,  brethren,  and  the  wives  of  brethren,  of  the  said  guild,  Teesdale  4830,  et  seq. 

Lengthened  evidence  as  to  whether  the  powers  conferred  by  the  latter  and  other 

charters  extended  to  the  application  of  surplus  dues  to  charitable  purposes,  ib.  4836,  et 
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Charities — continued. 

4.  Powers  under  which  Trinity  Board  claims  to  apply  Surplus  Dues — continued. 

seq.~ Earliest  Acts  of  Parliament  and  patents  in  which  lighthouse  dues  are  mentioned, 

and  their  application  directed,  Teesdale  4857-4863 Powers  vested  in  the  Trinity- 

house  by  the  patent  for  the  Portland  light  (1822),  ib.  4864-4868 There  is  no  direction 

in  any  of  the  patents,  from  the  Scilly  lights  patent  to  the  present  time,  to  apply  any 
portion  of  the  light  dues  to  charity ; but  all  of  them  aTe  •*  without  account,”  ib.  4869- 
4877. 

See  also  Ballastage,  1.  Buoys  and  Beacons,  II.  2.  Maintenance  of  Lights,  3. 

Pensions.  Surplus  Dues. 

Clarke,  Mr.  T.  P.  See  Bucliamian,  Rev.  A.  H.,  &c. 

Clayton,  Mr.  Purchase  by  the  Trinity-house  of  an  annuity  secured  to  Mr.  William  Clay- 
ton on  the  Longships  lighthouse,  App.  456. 

Clyde,  Firth  of.  Account  showing  the  total  amount  of  dues  received  in  the  year  ended 
5 January  1834,  from  steam-vessels  navigating  the  Clyde,  and  the  narrow  seas  connected 
with  that  firth,  App.  516. 

Coal  Trade.  See  Coasting  Trade,  1,  2.  Railroads. 


Coasting  Trade: 

1.  Dues  for  Lights,  &fc.  levied  on  Vessels  in  the  Coasting  Trade ; depressed 

state  of  the  Trade. 

2.  The  claim  of  the  Coasting  Trade  to  be  exempt  from  Light  Dues  considered. 


1.  Dues  for  Lights,  S^c.  levied  on  Vessels  in  the  Coasting  Trade;  depressed  state  of 
the  Trade: 

Comparative  earnings  of  a British  vessel  in  the  American  trade  and  of  a vessel  in  the 

coal  trade  ; light  dues  paid  by  each.  Rep.  xviii Analysis  of  statement  given  in  to  the 

Committee  of  light  dues  paid  on  a coasting  vessel  of  243  tons  register  in  1843  and  1844, 
and  of  the  freight  earned  and  the  per-centage  which  the  light  dues  amounted  to  on  the 

gross  freight  during  those  years,  ib. Average  payment  per  ton  per  year  made  by 

traders  to  the  principal  ports  of  Ireland  ; average  payment  made  by  vessels  from  the 

Mediterranean  and  south  of  Europe,  and  ships  to  China  and  India,  ib. The  light 

dues  form  a very  considerable  expense  in  the  coasting  trade,  R.  Anderson  3891,  389c— — 
The  light  dues  bear  very  hard  upon  coasters  at  the  present  reduced  rates  of  freight,  Will- 
son  4541 . 

Other  charges  to  which  coasting  vessels  are  subject  in  London,  besides  the  light  dues, 

such  as  the  tonnage  duty  and  ballastage,  Willson  4558-4565 List  of  lights,  &c.  on 

account  of  which  a difference  between  the  rates  payable  by  oversea  and  coasting  vessels 
is  levied  by  the  corporation  of  the  Trinity-house,  Sir  J.  Pelly  4675-4678. 

The  coastin'*  trade,  as  far  as  sailing  vessels  are  concerned,  is  very  low  indeed,  Wil- 
liams 4130 -As  regards  steamers  a profit  has  been  divided,  but  a very  inadequate  one, 

ib.  4131— The  tonnage  has  very  much  increased  of  late  years,  ib.  4132,  4133. 


2.  The  claim  of  the  Coasting  Trade  to  be  exempt  from  Light  Dues  considered : 

Conviction  strived  St  by  the  Committee  that  the  light  dues  press  heavily  on  the 

commercial  shipping  of  the  kingdom,  especially  on  the  coasting  trade,  Hep.  xvi 

The  sailing  coasting  traders  have  the  strongest  ground  for  complaint  against  the  present 
light  duesras  that  trade  has  been  a losing  one  for  some  years  past ; oompetition  vvi* 

steamers,  ib.  svii Steamers  also  complain  loudly  of  the  burden  of  the  light  dues,  as 

they  make  move  frequent  voyages,  and  pay  every  time  they  pass  the  lights,  lb  — —Some 
other  branches  of  trade  which  have  hitherto  supplied  the  hardiest  of  our  sailors  have,  of 
late  -years,  considerably  diminished, Claims  of  the  coasting  trade  to  immediate 
relief,  not  only  on  economical,  but  on  political  grounds  of  the  highest  importance  to - the 
maritime  interests  of  the  country,  ib. Great  value  of  the  mercantile  shipping ^se- 

cularly that  in  the  coasting  trade)  as  a nursery  for  seamen  for  the  Royal  Navy  necessity 
for  the  earliest  interferenc!  of  Parliament  to  obviate  the  results  that  may  take  place  from 

the  changes  arishig  from  the  introduction  of  steam,  ib. The  coasting  trade,  which  of 

all  others'  lias  affofded  to  the  Navy  the  largest  supply  of  the  hardiest  seamen,  is  likely 
to  decrease,  unless  Parliament  adopt  timely  measures  to  protect  it,  ah.  xviu.  . 

The  coal  trade,  from  the  north  of  England,  is  the  chief  branch 
the  rising  competition  of  railroads,  with  reference  to  the 

deserves  the  particular  interference  ol  Parliament,  Rep.xvm  . ..  ,,  i ffr, n) ec ] by 

shipping  has  not  afforded  the  ordinary  profits  of  trade;  great  relief  would  be  attended  by 
ffSrion “ t£  light  dues,  for  M provision  should  be 

—The  coasters  also  on  the  south  and  west  coasts  of  England  eornp  am  ofthehghtdmx, 
stating  that  they  have  been  losing  of  late  years,  and  that  the  trade  has 
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Coasting  Trade — continued. 

2.  The  claim  of  the  Coasting  Trade  to  be  exempt  from  Light  Dues — continued. 

depressed,  Rep.  xviii The  coasting  trade  would  benefit  the  most  by  the  abolition  of  light 

dues,  and  would  thereby  be  better  able  to  compete  with  steamers,  and  continue  to  be  the 

nursery  for  sailors,  ib. Advantage  to  the  trade  generally,  and  of  all  communities  on 

every  part  of  the  coast,  of  the  coasters  being  enabled  to  continue ; advantages  to  the  public 

generally,  ib.- A great  spur  would  be  given  to  the  coasting  trade,  if  the  light  dues 

were  taken  off  altogether,  ib.  xix. 

Vessels  coasting  ought  not  to  pay  such  heavy  dues  as  vessels  going  abroad  Just 

1343,  1344 The  coasting  trade  of  the  country  is  injured  by  the  light  dues;  this 

applies  more  to  Ireland  than  any  other  part,  Ogilby  3125-3140 -Our  home  and 

coasting  trade  are  unnecessarily  impeded  by  the  rules  and  regulations  for  the  payment  of 

these  light  dues,  ib.  3152 The  relief  of  both  would  give  a considerable  spur  to 

shipping  generally,  ib.  3153 111  the  present  state  of  the  coasting  trade  it  has  become 

politically  and  commercially  desirable  to  lessen  the  expense  of  sailing  vessels,  Chapman 

3762-3763* It  would  be  a great  relief  to  the  coasting  trade  to  be  freed  from  the  dues 

ib.  3771. 

Way  in  which  the  light  dues  fall  heavily  on  ships  in  the  coasting  trade,  as  compared 

with  those  in  the  foreign  trade,  R.  Anderson  3876-3880 Opinion  of  the  shipowners 

of  South  Shields  that  if  any  reduction  is  to  be  made,  it  should  be  made  in  this  trade  first 

ib.  The  coasting  trade  is  unquestionably  more  heavily  taxed  for  the  lights 

than  the  foreign  trade,  Williams  4052-4058.  414O,  4141 Principal  advantages  which 

would  result  to  the  coasting  trade,  supposing  the  Government  to  assume  the  payment  of 
the  lights,  ib.  4122,  et  seq. 

Coasters  ought  not  to  be  exempted  from  the  light  dues ; they  derive  as  much  advantage 

as  any  other  class  of  vessels,  Lord  4235 The  light  dues  are  eased  very  much  upon  the 

coasting  trade  to  what  they  were  formerly,  Willson  4544 Still  the  amount  now  left 

presses  more  severely  upon  the  trade  than  the  whole  did  formerly,  ib. With  the 

present  competition  of  railroads  and  steamboats,  if  the  light  dues  be  not  taken  off,  it  is 
doubtful  whether  the  coasting  trade  can  be  carried  on,  ib.  4570-4579. 

See  also  Abolition  of  Dues.  Foreign  Trade.  Freights.  Guernsey.  Light 
Dues  1.  Maintenance  of  Lights,  1.  Oversea  Trade.  Pilotage.  Pro- 
visioning Ships.  Railroads.'  Small  Cargoes.  Steam  Vessels. ° Tonnage 
Rate,  1.  0 

Cobler  Buoy  (Plymouth).  Payment  levied  on  vessels  frequenting  the  port  of  Plymouth  for 
anchorage  and  buoyage ; total  annual  amount  collected  for  this  buoy  ; amount  that  would 
be  sufficient  to  maintain  it,  Rep.  xiii. 

See  also  Buoys  and  Beacons,  II.  3. 


Cochlegat  Light.  Evidence  generally  respecting  the  establishment  of  the  light  at  Cockle- 
gat,  Washington  2252  et  seq.  2357-2363 Strong  recommendation  to  the  Trinity  cor- 

poration to  do  their  utmost  to  render  the  Cocklegat  a fixed  light  by  placing  it  upon 
Mitchell  s screw  piles  on  the  elbow  of  the  Cocklegat  sand,  ib.  2406-2408 The  ship- 

owners of  the  north  would  not  apply  for  the  Cocklegat  light  from  the  fear  of  the  inflic- 

tion  ot  a fresh  light  due  on  their  already  over-taxed  vessels,  ib.  4535 Letter,  dated 

9 Nov.  1842,  from  Captain  Washington,  n.s.  to  Captain  Beaufort  relative  to  the  Cockle- 
gat light,  App.  500. See  also  Trinity-house  Notices. 

Coke,  Mr.  Correspondence  relative  to  the  purchase  by  the  Trinity-house  of  Mr.  T.  W. 
Coke  s interest  in  the  Dungeness  lighthouse,  App.  454  et  seq. 

Collection  of  Dues: 

I.  Mode  and  Expense  of  Collection  of  Dues  by  the  several  Boards : 

1.  Generally, 

2.  Trinity-house. 

3.  Ireland. 

4.  Northern  Lights. 

II.  Considerable  Reduction  in  the  present  Rates  of  Charge  for  Collection,  expe- 


III.  Papers  laid  before  the  Committee. 

I.  Mode  and  Expense  of  Collection  of  Dues  by  the  several  Boards  .- 


1.  Generally: 

Amount  of  the  per-centage  for  collection  in  England,  Ireland,  and  Scotland,  as  stated 

‘“oil  6,  a?01'  ?f  'll®  Committee  of  1834,  Rep.  si, Aggregate  amount  of  light  dues 

collected  for  the  United  Kingdom  in  1843;  total  charge  of  collection,  ib.  xv-^-Com- 
paratlve  charge  for  collection  of  the  stamp  duties,  property  and  income  tax,  and  local 

rates 
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Collection  of  Dues — continued. 

I.  Mode  and  Expense  of  Collection  of  Dues  by  the  several  Boards — continued. 

1 . G enerally — continued. 

rates  in  the  parish  of  Marylebone,  Sep.  xv General  evidence  as  to  the  expense  of  col- 
lecting the  light  dues,  Herbert  656,  657 Progress  which  has  been  made  in  reducing 

the  charges  ot  collection  as  recommended  by  tile  Committees  of  1822,  of  1824,  and  nlsS 
of  1834  ; amount  paid  for  the  collection  in  various  ports.  Sir  J.  Pelly,  89-127. 

2.  Trinity-house : 

Variation  in  the  rate  of  charge  for  collection  at  different  ports  in  England;  special 

cases  adduced,  Rep.  xiv,  xv Gross  amount  collected  by  the  Trinity-house  in  England 

in  the  year  1843  l amount  charged  for  collection,  ib.  xv Average  rate  of  charge  at  the 

present  time,  ib.  Establishment  for  the  collection  of  the  light  dues  in  London;  mode 
in  which  the  dues  are  collected;  amount  collected;  cost  of  collection.  Sir  J.  Pelly  91- 
101.  106-1 12  Evidence  with  respect  to  the  collection  of  the  light  dues  in  Liverpool, 
Herbert  755-/82.  789-820 ; Chapman  3734. 

3.  Ireland : 

No  alteration  in  the  mode  of  or  charge  for  collection  has  been  made  since  1834;  tQtal 
amount  collected  in  that  year  by  the  Commissioners  of  the  Ballast  Board  ; sum  paid  for 
collection,  Rep.  xv — —Provisions  in  the  Irish  Acts,  51  Geo.  3,  c.  66,  and  52  Geo.  3, 
c.  115,  for  the  collection  of  the  light  dues  by  the  customs  without  charge;  allowance 

of  five  per  cent  in  Ireland  sanctioned  by  the  Treasury  on  16  Feb.  1827,  ib. Evidence 

respecting  the  expense  and  mode  of  collection  of  the  light  dues,  Vereher  and  Halpin 
5137>  5138- 

4.  Northern  Lights : 

Maximum  rate  of  charge  for  collection  fixed  by  the  Commissioners  of  Northern  Lights 

after  the  passing  of  the  Act  6 & 7 Will.  4,  c.  79,  Rep.  xv Total  amount  collected  in 

1843  in  Scotland  by  the  Commissioners ; charge  for  collection,  ib. Mode  in  which 

the  Scotch  and  Irish  dues  are  collected,  Herbert  108-Ui The  rate  now  paid  on  the 

Irish  and  Scotch  is  the  same  as  on  the  English  public  lights,  ib.  115 Evidence  as  to 

the  collection  of  the  light  dues  in  the  port  of  Aberdeen,  Just  1307-1406. 

No  reduction  is  contemplated  by  the  Northern  Light  Commissioners  in  the  charge  for 

collecting  the  dues,  Cuningham  3030 Change  which  took  place  in  the  collection  of 

the  northern  light  dues  in  1837,  Just  4763. 

II.  Considerable  Reduction  in  the  present  Rates  of  Charge  for  Collection  expedient  ; 
Consideration  given  to  the  subject  of  the  expense  of  collection  of  light  dues  by  the 
Committee  upon  Foreign  Trade,  during  the  years  1822,  1823,  and  1824,  and  by  the 
Committee  on  Lighthouses  of  1834;  recommendation  of  the  present  Committee,  that  if 
light  dues  be  not  discontinued,  a further  reduction  of  such  charges  should  be  made.  Rep. 
xiv- The  attention  of  The  House  called  to  the  large  sum  paid  to  the  collector  at  Liver- 

pool, as  affording  a strong  reason  why  some  better  control  over  the  expenditure  of  the 
public  money  should  be  established,  ib.  xv If  the  collection  of  light  dues  were  dis- 

continued, the  charge  for  collection  would  be  wholly  saved ; if  continued,  the  charge 

should  he  greatly  reduced,  ib. Recommendation  of  the  Committee  that  light  dues 

should  be  collected  by  the  customs  officers,  free  of  all  charge  whatsoever,  ib. The 

trouble,  expense  and  delay  attendant  upon  the  collection  and  payment  of  light  dues,  are 
important  elements  in  the  consideration  of  any  substitute  for  the  present  method  of  pro- 
viding for  the  maintenance  of  lights,  ib.  xxi. 

Opinion  of  the  shipowners  of  South  Shields  that  the  expense  of  the  collection  might 

be  avoided,  Straker  1981-1985 The  whole  of  the  light  dues  might  be  collected. 

without  any  expense,  ib.  1992 The  Board  of  the  Trinity-house  in  London,  receive  a 

much  larger  sum  than  is  at  all  necessary  for  such  a purpose,  ib.  1992.  1997.  2002-2009. 
Considerable  reduction  might  be  made  in  the  charge  for  collection.  Young  2499-2504 

Way  in  which  a reduction  in  the  expense  for  the  maintenance  of  the  lights  might 

he  effected,  particularly  with  reference  to  the  enormous  sum  paid  for  the  collection, 

Phillipps  3347-3351 Reduction  which  might  be  made  in  the  expense  of  collection  of 

light  dues.  Chapman  3734-3742 The  mode  of  collection  of  the  light  dues  causes  great 

expense  for  commission,  which  might  be  entirely  avoided,  Washington  4480, 4481. 

The  payment  lor  collection,  except  in  one  or  two  instances,  is  not  too  large,  Sir  J '.  Pelly 
112. 

III.  Papers  laid  before  the  Committee  : 

Extract  from  the  First  Report  of  the  Revenue  Commissioners  respecting  the  commission 

received  for  collecting  the  light  dues,  App.  4go Statement  explanatory  of  the  mode 

of  collecting  the  light  dues  under  the  former  statutes  of  the  Commissioners  ol  Northern 
Lighthouses,  and  of  the  changes  introduced  by  the  provisions  of  6 &.  7 Will.  4,  c.  79,  ib. 
0.36.  4x3  5°9 
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Collection  of  Does — continued. 

III.  Papers  laid  before  the  Committee — continued. 

509 Authority,  dated  12th  September  1812,  to  pay  the  customs  officers  in  England 

five  per  cent,  for  collecting  the  Irish  light  dues  in  England  and  Scotland,  App.  608* - 

Similar  authority,  dated  lfith  February  1827,  extending  the  allowance  of  five  per  cent,  to 
the  customs  officers  in  Ireland,  ib. 

See  also  Bristol.  Buoys  and  Beacons,  II.  3.  Consolidated  Fund.  Hull 
Leith.  Liverpool.  Newcastle-upon-Tyne.  Sunderland.  Yarmouth. 

Collector  of  Customs  (Liverpool).  Extract  from  the  First  Report  of  the  Revenue  Com- 
missioners as  to  the  salary  and  emoluments  of  the  collector  of  customs  at  Liverpool, 
App.  490. See  also  Arnaud,  Mr. 

Collectors.  Stated  periods  at  which  the  remittances  from  the  collectors  are  made;  per- 
centage allowed  to  the  collectors ; number  of  out-collectors ; evidence  generally  as  to  the 

mode  in  which  their  duties  are  performed,  Cuningham  2719-2752 Statement  with 

reference  to  the  notice  issued  to.  all  shipmasters  in  the  table  of  tolls  respecting  the 
receipts  to  be  taken  from  the  collectors  of  the  light  dues,  ib.  2813. 

See  also  Defalcations.  Table  of  Light  Dues. 

Collins,  Mr.  Purchase  by  the  Trinity-house  of  an  annuity  from  Mr.  T.  Collins,  secured  to 
him  on  the  Longships  lighthouse,  App.  456. 

Colville,  Mr.  John,  Jun.  Letter  from,  dated  6 January  1836,  to  Charles  Cuningham,  on 
behalf  of  the  Commissioners  of  Northern  Lights,  relative  to  the  dues  levied  on  steamers 
plying  between  Glasgow  and  Campbeltown,  App.  520. 

Commerce.  The  trade  and  commerce  of  the  country  generally  are  benefited  by  the  lights, 

Denham.  3094-3097 The  public  therefore  is  interested  generally  in  keeping  up  the 

lights,  and  not  the  shipowners  individually,  ib. Injurious  effects  of  the  light  dues  on 

commerce,  particularly  as  regards  what  are  called  small  cargoes,  Ogilby,  31x3-3124. 

3154 The  interruption  of  trade  is  a greater  injury  than  the  charge  for  light  dues 

itself,  ib.  3141-3145. 

In  America  the  lights  are  considered  beneficial  to  the  commerce  of  the  country,  and 
are  therefore  maintained  out  of  the  general  fund,  Moore  1192-1 197. 

See  also  Coasting  Trade.  Foreign  Trade.  Small  Cargoes.  Trade. 

Committee  of  1834.  In  1834  a Select  Committee  of  the  House  of  Commons  was  appointed 

to  inquire  respecting  the  light  dues.  Rep.  iii,  iv Considerable  alterations  have  taken 

place  in  the  management  of  the  lighthouses  upon  the  recommendations  of  that  Com- 
mittee, ib.  iv Bill  introduced  by  Mr.  Hume  in  1835,  with  a view  of  carrying  out  the 

recommendations  of  the  Committee  of  1834,  ib • The  object  of  this  Bill  was  to  vest 

the  Heligoland  light  and  all  the  lighthouses  on  the  coast  of  the  United  Kingdom  in  the 
corporation  of  the  Trinity-house,  with  power  to  the  corporation  to  purchase  the  light- 
houses then  held  by  private  individuals ; this  Bill  did  not  pass  the  Commons,  ib. 

Further  Bill  introduced  by  Mr.  Hume  in  1836;  this  Bill  also  was  unsupported  by  the 
Government  and  did  not  pass,  ib. 

See  also  Ballast  Board  (Dublin),  3.  Bembridge  Light.  Buoys  and  Beacons, 
I.  3,  II.  2.  Central  Board,  3.  Charities,  3.  Fixed  Charges.  Naval 
Officers.  Pensions.  Steam  Vessels,  1.  Trinity-house. 

Compensations.  Return  of  all  compensations  granted  by  the  Trinity-house  under  the  Act 
6 & 7 Will.  4,  c.  7Q,  s.  26,  distinguishing  the  amount  to  each  person,  to  31st  December 
1843,  App.  452. 

Compositions  (Ireland).  Account  of  all  compositions  in  lieu  of  light  dues  made  by  the 
Commissioners  of  the  Ballast  Board  in  Dublin  since  1834,  App.  604. 

(Northern  Lights).  Account  of  all  compositions  in  lieu  of  light  dues  made  by  the 
Commissioners  of  Northern  Lighthouses  under  the  Act  26  Geo.  3,  c.  101,  s.  17,  together 
with  copies  or  extracts  of  the  minutes  of  general  meetings  of  the  Commissioners  granting 
the  same,  in  each  year,  1834  to  1844,  both  inclusive,  App.  513-524. 

Consolidated  Fund.  The  claims  of  the  Trinity-house  upon  the  Consolidated  Fund  have  all 
ceaseci,  St rJ.  Felly  37  If  the  maintenance  of  the  lights  were  transferred  to  the  Con- 
solidated bund,  the  expense  of  collecting  them  would  be  saved,  and  the  expense  of 
management  would  be  considerably  reduced,  Williams  4134-4136. 

See  also  Debt,  Private  Lights.  Purchase  of  Lights. 

Consumers.. 
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Consumers.  To  a certain  extent  the  light  dues,  like  every  other  charge,  form  an  item  in 
the  cost  of  navigation,  and  fall  upon  the  consumer  of  the  article  carried,  R.  Anderson 

3899;  Lord  4228-4233 Therefore  the  charge  cannot  be  said  to  fall  exclusively  on 

the  shipowner,  R.  Anderson  3899 If  the  public  at  large  were  called  upon  to  pay  for  the 

lights,  they  would  derive  some  benefit  in  the  reduction  of  the  charges  for  merchandize, 
Rums  4026-4030. 

Continent,  The.  Evidence  as  to  the  practice  respecting  and  the  charge  for  lights  in 
Russia,  France,  and  other  parts  of  the  Continent,  J.  Mitchell  979-993.  = 

Contracts.  The  stores  for  the  lighthouses  are  supplied  by  contract,  Herbert  459-462. 

Cork.  See  Dublin  and  Cork  Steam  Packet  Company. 

Corry,  Mr.  Letter  from  Mr.  H.  Corry  on  behalf  of  the  Board  of  Admiralty,  to  the  Chairman 
of  the  Committee,  enclosing  papers,  App.  496. 

Corsewall  Light.  Nature  of  a complaint  made  by  the  steamers  from  Belfast  to  Liverpool 
of  being  charged  with  the  Corsewall  light;  result,  Cuningham  2911,  2912. 

Cotton  Trade.  See  America,  1. 

Crufer,  Mr.  Thomas.  Correspondence  between  Mr.  T.  Crafer,  on  behalf  of  the  Treasury  and 
the  Trinity-house,  relative  to  the  purchase  of  certain  lighthouses,  App.  465. 

Cromer.  See  Buoys  and  Beacons,  I.  2. 

Crosby  Light  (Liverpool).  Explanation  with  respect  to  the  expenditure  on  account  of  the 
Crosby  light,  Lord,  4176-4183. 

Crown,  The.  Principle  upon  which  the  sum  of  30,000 1.  was  paid  for  the  supposed  right 
of  the  Crown  to  the  property  of  the  lighthouses,  Herbert  501-508. 

See  also  Dungeness  Lighthouse.  Hunstanton  Light.  Purchase  of  Lighthouses,  1. 

Trinity-house,  1 . 


Cumbray  Lighthouse.  Return  of  the  income  and  expenditure  for  lights,  beacons,  &c., 
under  the  management  of  the  Cumbray  lighthouse  trustees,  from  1834  to  1844,  App. 

671 Abstract  of  detailed  expenditure  of  the  trustees  for  Cumbray  lighthouse  for  the 

year  ending  11  November  1844,  ib. 


Cuninyham,  Alexander.  (Analysis  of  his  Evidence.) — Secretary  to  the  Norihern  Light 
Commissioners,  2580 Communications  which  have  taken  place  between  the  magis- 

trates of  Campbeltown  and  the  Northern  Light  Commissioners  respecting  lights,  2581 

Several  applications  have  been  made  from  the  magistrates  of  Campbeltown  for  the 

erection  of  a light  upon  the  island  of  Devar;  that  light  has  not  been  erected  by  the 

Board,  nor  is  it  at  present  under  consideration,  2581-2583 Reasons  for  not  acting 

upon  the  report  of  the  magistrates,  2584 Several  applications  have  also  been  made  to 

the  Commissioners  to  put  a light  on  the  island  of  Sanna,  and  to  remove  the  light  from 
the  Mull  of  Kintyre;  reasons  for  no  resolution  having  been  come  to  on  the  subject, 
2584-2601 Reference  to  a letter  from  the  Ballast-office  in  Dublin  to  the  Commis- 

sioners of  Northern  Lights,  19  January  1842,  containing  a proposition  that  if  the  Commis- 
sioners would  build  a lighthouse  upon  Sanna,  and  remove  the  light  from  the  Mull  of 
Kintyre,  the  Ballast  Board  would  build  a light  upon  Rathlin ; measures  taken  by  the 
Commissioners  in  consequence  of  this  communication,  2586,  2587.  2601.  2605-2612. 

2615-2617 Shipwrecks  have  taken  place  on  this  spot;  there  is  a very  dangerous  sunk 

rock  there,  called  Paterson’s  Rock  ; it  was  supposed  that  a light  upon  Sanna  would  enable 

ships  to  avoid  this  rock,  2593-2600.  2613 Extract  from  report  of  the  Elder  Brethren 

of  the  Trinity-house  when  they  visited  the  whole  coast  in  the  latter  part  of  the  summer 
of  1843, 2603-2606. 

There  have  been  no  representations  from  shipowners  against  the  lighting  of  the  Mull  of 
Kintyre;  nor  have  there  been  any  complaints  from  the  neighbouring  ports,  2618-2621 

Explanation  of  the  reason  why  the  composition  which  had  been  entered  into  between 

the  Commissioners  and  the  Campbeltown  Steamboat  Company  was  terminated ; by  the 
Act  of  1836  the  Commissioners  ceased  to  have  any  power  to  abate  their  light  dues,  2622 

Way  in  which  this  Act  prevents  them,  2623 Applications  for  the  remission  of 

light  dues  must  now  be  made  to  the  Queen  in  Council ; a previous  consultation  with  the 

Trinity-house  is  not  imperative,  2623-2633 Nature  of  the  complaint  made  by  the 

Campbeltown  steamboat  owners  with  respect  to  the  charge  for  lights  ; grounds  for  the 
Northern  Light  Commissioners  considering  that  they  are  entitled  to  the  relief  prayed  for, 

2634-2648 The  complaint  of  the  Campbeltown  steamboats  forms  one  of  a general 

statement  on  the  part  of  all  steam-boat  proprietors  of  their  various  complaints,  2649. 

Witness  was  appointed  joint  secretary  to  the  Northern  Light  Commissioners  m 1842, 

2650 Has  invariably  attended  all  their  meetings,  and  minuted  their  proceedings  since 

then,  unless  prevented  by  necessary  absence  from  Edinburgh,  2651  1 enods  of  meet- 

ing of  the  standing  committee  ; of  whom  composed;  number  who  generally  attend; 
committees  appointed  bv  them,  2652.  2658-2663.  2675,  2676.  2682  Number  of  which 

n.qfi.  ” 4x4  tlle 
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Cuningham,  Alexander.  (Analysis  of  his  Evidence)— continued. 

the  general  Board  consists;  stated  meetings  of  the  general  Board  ; business  transacted 

2653-2657 Committee  for  the  superintendence  and  regulation  of  all  matters  connected 

with  the  funds  called  the  Finance  Committee;  how  composed  ; their  duties;  there  is  an 

auditor  and  accountant  appointed;  his  duties,  2664-2674 There  is  a committee  for 

regulating  the  superannuation  allowances,  before  whom  all  applications  come  in  the  first 

instance,  2675 There  is  also  a committee  for  beacons  and  buoys,  2675-2677 . 

Evidence  respecting  the  appointment  and  duties  of  the  Bell  Rock  Committee,  2676. 

2680,  2681 All  subjects  connected  with  lights  come  before  the  general  Board,  2678, 

2679 There  are  always  committees  appointed  for  the  superintendence  of  lighthouses 

in  the  course  of  erection-  the  Board  is  in  the  habit  of  remitting  matters  of  importance 
to  a special  committee  to  report  thereon,  2682. 

Applications  from  any  part  of  the  coast  for  a new  light  go  in  the  first  instance  to  the 
standing  committee,  the  Bell  Rock  Committee;  course  pursued  upon  their  report,  2683, 

2684 Appointment  and  duties  of  the  engineer;  his  salary  and  allowances,  2685-2689. 

2693-2705 By  whom,  and  mode  in  which,  the  keepers  and  servants  of  the  different 

lighthouses  are  appointed,  2690-2692 None  of  the  Commissioners  receive  any  remu- 
neration for  their  attendance,  2706 Salary  of  the  auditor,  2707 — —An  abstract  of  the 

accounts  is  presented  to  Parliament  every  year,  2708 Payment  are  made  by  the 

secretary;  mode  in  which  the  payments  are  made ; party  with  whom  the  cash  account  is 

kept,  2709-2717 Stated  periods  at  which  the  remittances  from  the  collectors  are 

made  ; per-centage  allowed  to  the  collectors ; number  of  out-collectors ; evidence  generally 
as  to  the  mode  in  which  their  duties  are  performed  ; there  have  been  no  defalcations  in 
Scotland,  2719-2752. 

Explanation  respecting  a recent  instance  of  a bad  debt  in  the  port  of  Leith,  2753- 

2778 A sum  of  25,000  l.  was  advanced  to  the  Northern  Light  Commissioners  by  the 

Government  towards  the  building  of  the  Bell  Rock  lighthouse  ; it  has  been  repaid,  2779 

Amount  of  debt  at  present  owing  by  the  Commissioners  to  the  Government;  rate 

of  interest;  application  made  to  reduce  the  rate  ; result  of  this  application,  2780-2793 

There  is  an  intention  at  the  present  moment  of  lowering  the  general  duties  on  lights; 

grounds  upon  which  and  extent  to  which  the  reduction  is  proposed  to  be  made,  2794- 

2797.  2800,  2801 Actual  amount  paid  annually  for  the  maintenance  of  the  lights, 

exclusive  of  all  other  charges  2798,  2799 -Speaking  generally,  one  Board  for  the 

control  of  the  lights,  buoys  and  beacons  of  the  United  Kingdom  would  be  very  useful, 
2802-2812. 

[Second  Examination.] — Statement  with  reference  to  the  notice  issued  to  all  shipmasters' 
in  the  table  of  tolls,  respecting  the  receipts  to  be  taken  from  the  collectors  of  light  dues, 

2813 Copy  of*  the  report  made  by  the  Elder  Brethren  of  the  Trinity-house  on  the 

occasion  of  their  visiting  the  whole  coast  of  Scotland  in  the  latter  part  of  the  summer  of 

5843,  delivered  in,  2814 The  system  of  separate  Boards  and  separate  references  before 

any  work  can  be  carried  on  occasions  delay  and  correspondence ; causes  of  this  delay  ; 

instances  in  illustration  of  it,  2815-2842 Difference  which  has  arisen  between  the 

Trinity-house  and  the  Board  of  Northern  Light  Commissioners  with  respect  to  the  duty 
upon  beacons  and  buoys,  2842 This  vests  now  upon  an  error  in  the  Act  of  Parlia- 

ment, in  consequence  of  which  the  Commissioners  have  no  power  to  levy  such  duties, 

and  the  whole  system  of  beacons  and  buoys  is  at.  present  in  abeyance,  2842-2852 

Complaint  made  by  the  Hull  Steamboat  Company  of  the  want  of  a buoy  on  the  Sym- 
monds  Rocks,  and  result,  2853-2856. 

The  one  Board  recommended  by  witness  should  be  a Board  of  control ; great  advantage 
would  arise  from  baviug  separate  Boards  in  each  of  the  three  kingdoms  to  carry  on  the  exe- 
cutive department ; constitution  of  the  Board  of  control  which  witness  would  recommend, 

2857-2877.  2880,  2881 There  should  be  one  uniform  system  in  England,  Scotland, 

and  Ireland  for  the  management  of  the  lights,  both  as  regards  charges,  the  mode  of 

placing  and  exhibiting  them,  and  carrying  on  the  business  generally,  2878 Having  a 

Board  for  the  executive  administration  in  Scotland  would  be  better  than  having  the  whole 

administration  in  London,  2879 It  gives  rise  to  emulation  which  of  the  Boards  shall 

carry  on  the  business  in  the  best  manner,  ib. The  Board  of  Northern  Light  Com- 

missioners would  derive  great  advantage  from  the  assistance  of  a nautical  man,  2882, 

Further  evidence  as  to  the  duties,  salary,  and  emoluments  of  the  engineer,  2884-2890- 
7 ~El'eviously  to  the  passing  of  the  last  Act  the  Commissioners  of  Northern  Lights  were 

independent  of  the  Trinity  Board  in  London,  2891 The  control  of  the  Trinity  Board 

was  given  on  the  recommendation  of  the  Committee  of  1834,  011  which  the  last  Act  was 
ounded,  2892  Witness  is  anxious  for  the  establishment  of  some  central  Board  defi- 
nitively to  settle  all  questions  which  arise,  in  forder  to  get  rid  of  the  delays  which  occur 
from  the  reference  to  the  Trinity-house,  the  Board  of  Trade,  and  the  Queen  in  Council; 
objection  to  the  Trinity  Board  being  invested  with  this  power,  2893-2897 The  sanc- 

tion and  approbation  of  the  Trinity -house  was  not  necessary  for  the  erection  of  the 

’erryvore  light,  costing  100,000 1. ; it  was'resolved  on  previously  to  the  passing  of  the 

act,  2898,2899 Vast  correspondence  which  has  taken  place  respecting  vessels  claiming 

exemption  on  the  score  of  ballast ; general  principle  upon  which  the  Commissioners  have 

acted,. 
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Cuningham,  Alexander.  (Analysis  of  his  Evidence) — continued. 

acted,  2900 The  duties  have  been  charged  in  the  case  of  vessels  loaded  with  emi- 

grants, 2901,  2902. 

Several  applications  have  been  made  for  exemption  on  account  of  the  smallness  of  the 

cargo ; result  of  these  applications,  2903-2906 In  all  cases  where  the  application 

for  abatement  is  made,  in  which  the  duties  of  the  other  Boards  are  concerned,  reference  is 

made  to  those  Boards  before  any  decision  is  come  to,  2907-2909 Complaints  against 

the  charge  for  the  duty  on  Bell  Rock  ; nature  of  these  complaints;  how  far  acted 'upon, 

2910 Nature  of  a complaint  made  by  the  steamers  from  Belfast  to  Liverpool  of  being 

charged  with  the  Corsewall  light ; result,  2911,  2912 Exemptions  have  been  made  on 

account  of  stress  of  weather ; these  exemptions  have  been  extended  to  foreign  as  well  as 

British  vessels,  2913,  2914 State  of  the  complaint  respecting  fishing  vessels  ; nature 

of  a correspondence  respecting  some  French  fishing  boats  coming  to  the  coast  of  Scotland 

to  purchase  the  herrings  from  the  Scotch  fishing  boats,  2915-2932 Vessels  cairying 

out  salt,  and  taking  other  stores  from  Leith,  Montrose  and  Burntisland  to  Wick,  pay  for 
lights  if  not  engaged  in  fishing;  complaints  made  against  this,  2933-2935 Circum- 

stances under  which  M^JElggarth,  a fish-curer,  was  exempted  from  paying  duties ; his 
vessel  being  employed  in  collecfiifg-salniQnfi'om  another  vessel,  in  order  to  be  sent  to 
London  ; vessels  collecting  are  specially  exempted ^-4«a|xuctions  sent  to  the  collectors  on 

the  subject,  2936-2938 Vessels  carrying  salmon  in  ice  toh1irL:9ii4fiUmarkets  are  not 

exempt,  2939.  ' 

The  salaiy  of  the  secretary  is  paid  to  witness’s  father;  as  joint  secretary  he  receiver" 

no  emolument  whatever;  he  acts  for  his  father,  2941-2945 Explanation  of  an  item  of 

charge  in  the  return  delivered  in  to  the  Committee  for  taxes,  2946-2949 The  Com- 

missioners of  Northern  Lights  pay  income  tax  to  the  Government  on  the  surplus  revenue 
received ; appeal  made  against  this  tax  and  result ; they  were  specially  exempt  from  the 

former  income  tax,  2946-2948 Witness  has  never  heard  the  efficiency  of  the  beacon 

on  the  Carr  Rock  questioned,  2950-2955 Explanation  of  a charge  for  law  expenses, 

2956,2957 And  of  an  item  for  half-yearly  dinners,  2958-2961. 

[Third  Examination.] — Further  observations  respecting  the  Mull  of  Kintyre  lighthouse, 

2962,  2963 Report  of  the  engineer  to  the  Northern  Light  Commissioners  that  the 

question  respecting  the  placing  of  a light  upon  Rathlin  Island  should  be  judged  of  upon 
its  own  merits,  without  reference  to  any  other  light,  2964,  2965 Nature  of  the  appli- 

cations in  several  petitions  which  have  been  presented  to  The  House  by  steam-vessel 

owners,  2966 These  petitions  make  complaints  that  the  Commissioners  of  Northern 

Lights  have  not  given  them  the  relief  which  they  considered  they  were  entitled  to,  2966 

Decisions  come  to  by  the  Commissioners,  and  grounds  of  those  decisions,  2966- 

2985 Nature  of  an  application  made  to  the  Commissioners  by  ferry-boats  to  be 

exempted,  2986. 

By  the  table  of  tolls  at  present  all  ferry-boats  are  exempted  from  payment  of  light  dues, 

2986, 2987 Claims  of  exemption  have  been  made  by  other  boats,  calling  themselves 

ferry-boats,  which  have  been  refused  : instance  of  the  Dysart  ferry  across  the  Forth ; and 
with  respect  to  the  Kinghorn  boats,  2987-2994 Application  from  the  Belfast  steam- 
boat owners  for  exemption ; nature  of  their  complaint;  result,  2995-3000 Application 

made  by  the  owners  of  steam-vessels  trading  from  Leith  to  Stirling  to  be  relieved  from 

the  Inchkeith  light;  result,  3001 Nature  and  result  of  a complaint  as  to  the  Girdle- 

ness  light  by  a steam-vessel  plying  from  Leith  to  Inverness,  3002-3004. 

When  the  Northern  Light  Commissioners  make  any  alterations  in  their  charges,  no 
report  is  made  10  the  Trinity-house  or  Ballast  Board,  unless  it  involves  their  dues,  3005- 
3007 The  surplus  revenue  of  the  northern  lights  is  applied  to  the  erection  of  light- 
houses, and  the  extraordinary  repairs  of  those  in  existence,  3008 Present  surplus; 

where  lodged ; interest  it  bears,  3009-3013 Estimate  of  the  probable  cost  of  the 

lighthouses  now  in  course  of  erection  and  in  contemplation,  3014-3017 Authority 

upon  which  estimates  have  been  introduced,  with  respect  to  laying  down  a certain  num- 
ber of  beacons  and  buoys,  as  works  contemplated  by  the  Board,  3018-3024 There  are 

not  at  the  present  time  any  questions  before  the  Board  of  Northern  Light  Commissioners 

as  to  the  reduction  of  the  chaiges  for  light  dues,  3025-3029 Nor  is  any  reduction 

contemplated  in  the  charge  for  collecting  the  dues,  3030. 

Cuningham,  Mr.  Papers  referred  to  in  Mr.  Cuningbani’s  evidence,  (Q.  2582,  et  seg.) 

App.  573 Letters  from  C.  Cuningham,  dated  14th,  21st,  and  29th  January  1842,  Lo 

H.  Vereker,  on  the  subject  of  a proposed  light  on  Rathlin  Island,  ib.  576. 

Currie,  Mr.  Neil  and  Mr.  John  Clark.  Petition  of,  dated  22d  June  1835,  to  the  Commis- 
sioners of  Northern  Lights,  relative  to  the  dues  levied  on  a steamer  plying  between  Glasgow 
and  Stranraer,  App.  518. 

Customs  Consolidated  Duties.  Return  of  the  total  amount  paid  out  of  the  ..consolidated 
duties  of  customs,  under  the  Act  59  Geo.  3,  c.  54,  s.  9,  and  1 8t  2 Viet.  c.  1 13,  s.  27, 
in  respect  of  duties  lor  lights  purchased  by  the  Trinity-house,  in  each  year,  from  1833  to 
the  period  at  which  such  payments  respectively  ceased,  App.  449. 

0.36.  4 Y 
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D. 

Dartmouth  Harbour.  Observations  of  the  Committee  relative  to  the  establishment  of  the 

Dartmouth  Harbour  light.  Rep.  xiii Dartmouth  is  to  be  considered  as  a harbour  of 

refuge,  and  of  national  importance  amongst  the  harbours  of  the  country,  ib.  xiv -Letter 

dated  8th  July  1845,  from  Mr.  W.  Prout,  town  clerk  of  Dartmouth,  relative  to  the  private' 

lights  established  for  the  use  of  that  harbour,  App.  635 Further  letter,  dated  11th 

July  1845,  from  Mr.  Arthur  B.  Harris,  mayor,  on  the  same  subject,  id. Account  of  the 

number  of  vessels,  and  amount  of  their  tonnage,  that  have  entered  inwards  at  the  port  of 
Dartmouth,  monthly,  in  each  of  the  years  1843  and  1844,  ib.  636. 

Davidson,  Mr.  Memorials  of  Mr.  Robert  Davidson  to  the  Commissioners  of  Northern 
Lights,  relative  to  the  dues  levied  on  a steamer  plying  between  Newhaven  and  Dundee 
App.  515-518. 

Debt  : 

Trinity-house. — The  debt  incurred  for  the  purchase  of  the  lights,  almost  the  whole  burden 
of  which  is  borne  by  the  commercial  shipping  of  this  country,  requires  the  serious  con- 
sideration of'Parliament,  Rep.  vii it  may  be  divided  into  two  separate  nortiemsr the 

first  incurred  on  account  of  liabilities  on  the  Consolidated  Fund,  UndeTActs  of  Recipro- 
city j tlie  second  incurred  for  the  purchase  of  leases  granted  by  the  Crown  and  by  Parlia- 
ment, ib. Observation  of  the  Committee,  that  although,  by  the  purchase  of  the 

private  lights,  the  union  of  management  contemplated  by  the  Act  of  1836  has  been 
obtained,  yet  the  reduction  of  the  dues  recommended  by  the  Select  Committee  of  1834, 
and  also  kept  in  view  by  that  Act,  has  not  been  obtained,  and  cannot  be  wholly  effected 

until  the  debt  so  contracted  be  discharged,  ib. Evidence,  generally,  as  to  the  debt 

incurred  by  the  Trinity-house  by  the  purchase  of  the  lights,  Sir  J.  Pelly  4658-4668. 

No  reduction  erm  be  expected  in  the  amount  of  light  dues  until  the  debt  of  the  Board 

be  paid.  Sir  J . Pelly  281-297 Way  in  which  witness  would  propose  that  the 

Trinity-house  should  liquidate  their  debt  in  the  event  of  the  light  dues  being  given  up, 
Young  2535-2540— Way  in  which  the  debt  now  owing  by  the  Trinity-house  might  be 
discharged,  with  a view  to  giving  the  quickest  relief  to  the  light  dues,  ib.  3532,  et  seq. 

The  surplus  of  the  light  dues  alone,  and  not  of  the  whole  revenue  of  the  corporation, 

should  be  applied  to  the  liquidation  of  the  debt,  Sir  J.  Pelly  4658-4668 Obser- 

vations upon  certain  statement  of  accounts  by  Mr.  G.  F.  Young,  in  which  he  omits  to 
make  provision  for  the  payment  of  the  interest  of  the  debt  of  the  Trinity-house,  Herbert 
4734- 

Northern  Lights.— Statement  of  debt  due  by  the  Commissioners  of  Northern  Light- 
houses on  tst  January  1845;  the  principal  sums  repaid;  interest  and  rate  since  1st 
January  1833  to  1st  January  1845,  App.  565. See  also  Northern  Light  Commissioners,  4. 

Defalcations.  There  has  been  no  instance  of  defalcation  among  the  collectors  of  the  light 
dues  in  Scotland,  Cuningham  2741. 

Denham,  Captain  Henry  Mangles,  r.n.  (Analysis  of  his  Evidence.) — Commander  in  the 

navy,  and  for  30  years  one  of  the  Admiralty  surveyors,  3031,  3032 Has  visited  the 

larger  portion  of  the  coast  of  this  kingdom  during  that  survey,  3033 The  Trinity 

Board  waters  and  grounds  are  evidently  better  lighted  than  others,  3034 The  same 

characteristic  extends  to  the  Ballast  Board  lights  and  the  Northern  Commissioners’  lights, 
3034  Many  of  the  lighthouses  having  been  erected  before  the  coast  had  been  properly 

surveyed,  are  not  so  well  placed  as  could  now  be  done,  3034-3036 A re-examination 

and  change  of  the  sites  of  many  of  these  lighthouses  might  be  attended  with  benefit, 
3°37  The  Trinity-house,  though  sensible  of  the  importance  of  erecting  a light  on  a 
particular  point,  cannot  do  so  unless  they  have  an  assurance  from  the  shipowners  belong- 
ing to  the  neighbourhood,  that  they  are  willing  to  pay  the  toll  for  the  same,  3037,  3038 
- There  ought  to  be  a supervising  power  to  ascertain  where  lighthouses,  beacons,  and 
buoys  are  requisite,  3039. 

Evidence  to  show  that  it  would  be  better  if  the  officers  appointed  by  the  Crown  to 
survey  the  coast,  those  who  are  actually  employed  on  the  coast,  had  the  power  of 
suggesting  to  the  Trinity-house  the  proper  placing  of  the  lights,  buoys,  and  beacons, 
3040-3049  —Mode  in  which  they  are  at  present  restrained  to  act,  in  cases  where  they 

think  lights,  buoys,  Stc.  necessary,  ib. The  trustees  of  the  Mersey,  as  now  constituted, 

are  not  sufficient  to  provide  for  the  safety  of  so  immense  a river,  3050-3057 — —State- 
ment ol  cases  showing  the  importance  of  removing  various  lights  from  local  jurisdiction, 

and  having  some  general  authority,  3058-3066 Case  of  the  Walney  light  on  the 

northern  horn  of  Morecambe  Bay,  3058,  3059 And  the  harbours  of  Harrington, 

Workington,  and  Maryport,  in  the  Solway,  3064 Every  light  used  as  a beacon  for 

vessels  at  sea,  ought  to  be  under  a public  Board,  3065 Proposed  constitution  of  the 

central  Board  suggested  by  witness ; powers  with  which  it  should  be  vested,  3066-3075 
A public  independent  authority  should  take  care  to  have  the  coast  throughout 
surveyed  and  lighted,  without  wailing  for  the  application  of  shipowners  or  any  other 
parties  (or  that  purpose,  3076.  3089. 

Evidence 
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Denham,  Captain  Henry  Mangles,  r.n.  (Analysis  of  his  Evidence) — continued. 

Evidence  with  respect  to  the  powers  vested  in  the  Trinity  House,  3077-3080 

Reference  to  Captain  Joseph  Huddart’s  survey  of  the  Irish  Channel,  3081-3085 The 

lights  of  the  country  ought  to  be  under  one  central  Board,  such  Board  being  in  close 
communion  with  the  Admiralty  Hydrographer’s  department,  and  all  the  information  of  the 

surveys  of  the  coast  which  lie  has,  3086-3088 In  France  the  lights  are  under  the 

control  of  the  government,  and  paid  for  by  the  nation,  3090-3092 The  same  prin- 

ciple ought  to  be  applied  here,  the  lights  ought  to  be  placed  as  a Government  department, 

under  a responsible  Board,  3093 The  lights  are  very  useful  to  the  Navy,  and  are  for  the 

good  of  the  public  generally,  3094 The  trade  and  commerce  of  the  country  generally 

are  benefited  by  the  lights  ; the  public  therefore  is  interested  generally  in  keeping  up 
the  lights,  and  not  the  shipowners  individually,  3094-3097. 

Denham,  Captain.  Captain  Denham’s  narrative  of  the  casualties  and  proceedings  at 
Liverpool  in  his  department  of  marine  surveyor,  between  the  7th  and  14th  of  January 

1839,  App.  643 Letter,  dated  20th  March  1835,  from  Mr.  G.  R.  Dawson,  on  behalf  o'f 

the  Lords  of  the  Admiralty,  to  Lieutenant  Denham,  expressing  approval  of  his  survey  of 

the  port  of  Liverpool,  ih.  648 Letter  of  a similar  purport,  dated  3d  July  1834,  from 

Mr.  John  Wright,  mayor  of  Liverpool,  to  Lieutenant  Denham,  ib. Resolution  of  dock 

committee,  dated  24th  January  1839,  dispensing  with  Captain  Denham’s  services  in  the 
capacity  of  marine  surveyor,  ib.  649. 

See  also  Buoys  and  Beacons,  I.  1.  Mersey  River. 

Devar,  Island  of.  Applications  made  by  the  magistrates  of  Campbeltown  to  the  Com- 
missioners of  Northern  Lights  for  the  erection  of  a light  upon  the  island  of  Devar, 

Cuningham  2581 ; M‘Murchy  2548-2551 Shipwrecks  have  taken  place  in  that 

neighbourhood,  but  not  lately,  M‘ Murchy  2552-2554 Since  the  last  application  no 

additional  lights  have  been  put  up  in  the  neighbourhood  by  the  Commissioners  of 
Northern  Lights,  ib.  2555-2559. 

The  magistrates  of  Campbeltown  themselves  erected  a light  within  the  harbour,  which 
leads  in;  use  of  this  light,  M‘ Murchy  2555-2559 Vessels  going  from  Glasgow  to  Camp- 

beltown would  benefit  by  a light  upon  the  island  of  Devar,  and  would  not  object  to  pay 

1 for  it,  ib.  2560-2572 The  light  has  not  been  erected  by  the  Board,  nor  is  it  at  present 

under  consideration,  Cuningham  2582,  2583 — -Reasons  for  the  Commissioners  not 
acting  upon  the  report  of  the  magistrates,  ib.  2584. 

Extract  report,  14th  January  1837,  by  the  engineer  to  the  Commissioners  of  the 
Northern  Lighthouses,  relative  to  the  light  proposed  for  the  island  of  Devar,  App.  573. 

Dioptric  Light.  Explanation  of  the  nature  of  a fixed  dioptric  apparatus,  Stevenson  1560- 

1583.  1616 In  point  of  economy  and  brightness  of  light  these  new  lenses  are  far 

superior  to  the'  old  lamps  and  reflectors,  ib.  1584-1597 Witness  would  recommend 

the  substitution  of  the  dioptric  apparatus  in  several  cases,  to  fixed  lights  in  particular, 

ib.  1598 The  chief  direction  in  which  improvement  is  to  be  sought  is  in  regard  to  the 

nature  of  the  flame,  and  not  in  regard  to  the  apparatus  which  modifies  the  light,  which  is 

perfect,  ib.  1599-1610- Expense  of  the  present  lamp  for  dioptric  lights,  having  four 

wicks,  as  compared  with  the  Argand  burner,  ib.  1611, 1612. 

The  dioptric  light  is  a great  improvement  on  the  ordinary  reflecting  light ; it  is  applicable 

to  fixed  lights,  but  not  to  floating  lights,  A.  Mitchell  5388-5390 Adoption  of  the 

dioptric  light  by  the  Ballast  Board  (Dublin),  Vereker  and  Halpin  5403-5406., 

See  also  Catoptric  Lamps.  , 

District  Agents.  See  Agents. 

Dover.  Success  that  has  attended  the  use  of  rapeseed  oil  at  the  light  at  Dover,  Rep.  xxix 

Statement,  dated  7th  July  1845,  by  Mr.  John  Frost,  harbour-master  of  Dover,  as  to 

the  private  lights  maintained  for  the  use  of  that  harbour,  App.  636. 

See  also  Ramsgate  Harbour. 

Dover  to  Harwich.  See  Screw  Piles. 

Drew  fy  M‘Lymon,  Messrs.  Letter  from,  dated  19th  March  1836,  to  Charles  Cuniugham, 
on  behalf  of  the  Commissioners  of  Northern  Lights,  relative  to  the  dues  levied  on  certain 
steamers  plying  between  Glasgow  and  Stranraer,  App.  521. 

Dublin,  Glasgow,  and  Cork  Steam  Packet  Company.  Petition  of  the  directors  of  this  com- 
pany to  the  House  of  Commons,  complaining  of  the  light  dues  payable  by  steamers, 
App.  677. 

Dumfries.  Letter,  dated  18th  March  1845,  from  Mr.  John  Hervey,  enclosing  return  of 
expenditure  for  lights.  Sic.  in  the  port  of  Dumfries  in  each  year  from  1834  1 ^44, 

App.  668. 

0.36.  4 y 2 Dunbar, 
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Dunbar,  Duncan.  (Analysis  of  his  Evidence.) — Shipowner  in  London,  2454-2456 . 

Grounds  for  considering  that  the  light  dues  are  a very  heavy  charge  upon  the  shipping 

the  shipowners  are  taxed  for  the  benefit  of  the  community  at  lar^e,  2457,  et  seq.- .'pjjg 

Navy  deriving  the  benefit  from  the  lighthouses,  ought  in  some  degree  to  contribute  to  their 
expense,  ib, 

Dunbar,  Mr.  Statement  of  Trinity  lights  and  Ramsgate  Harbour  dues  payable  inwards 
and  outwards  on  ships  belonging  to  Duncan  Dunbar  (referred  to  in  Question  2458  of  his 
evidence),  App.  654 Remarks  on  the  foregoing  by  the  Committee,  Rep.  xix. 

Dundee  Harbour.  Efficiency  of  the  lights,  buoys,  and  beacons  in  the  harbour  of  Dundee 
and  in  the  Tay,  Kennedy  2188-2201. See  also  Pilotage,  4. 

Dundee,  Perth,  and  London  Shipping  Company.  Remarks  by  the  Committee  as  to  the 

amounts  paid  by  this  company  for  light  dues,  Rep.  xvi The  company  have  submitted 

a petition  to  The  House  respecting  the  light  dues,  Marshall  3219 They  consider  the 

charges  for  lights  too  much,  especially  on  their  steamers,  ib.  3220-3223 Amount  of  the 

gross  freights  of  the  company’s  vessels  which  pay  the  light  dues,  exclusive  of  the  Perth 
traders,  which  do  not  pay  dues;  average  per-centage  paid  on  this  sum  for  light  dues  ib. 

3231-3247 Opposition  of  late  in  the  Dundee  trade ; this  makes  the  profit  less,  and 

consequently  the  blit  then  of  the  light  dues  is  greater,  ib.  3248,  3249. 

The  ports  with  which  the  company  trade  are  London,  Leith,  Glasgow,  and  Perth 

Marshall  3224 Number  of  vessels  employed  in  those  trades;  burthen  of  the  steamers 

employed,  ib.  3225-3228 Average  tonnage  of  the  vessels  in  the  London  trade,  ib. 

3229 Average  tonnage  of  the  vessels  employed  in  the  Glasgow  trade,  ib.  3230. 

Petition  of  the  company  to  the  House  of  Commons,  praying  for  relief  from  the  present 
light  dues  upon  steamers,  App.  678. See  also  Charities,  2. 

Dunfermline.  Letter,  dated  18th  April  1845,  from  Mr.  Robert  Douglas,  relative  to  the 
private  lights  maintained  for  the  use  of  the  Queeusferry  passage,  App.  668. 

Dungeness  Lighthouse.  Principle  upon  which  this  light  was  purchased,  being  under  lease 

held  from  the  Crown,  Sir  J.  Belly  48-64 Correspondence  relative  to  the  purchase 

of  the  light  by  the  Trinity-house,  App.  454,  et  seq. See  also  Coke,  Mr. 


East  Coast  of  England.  Correspondence  relative  to  the  state  thereof,  App.  496-499. 

Eddystone  Lighthouse.  Steamers  running  in  the  months  of  April  to  November  from  Ply- 
mouth to  lorquay  Southampton,  and  Portsmouth,  are  subjected  to  the  payment  of  the 
Eddystone  and  Casket  lights,  although  benefiting  by  neither.  Rep.  xiii. 

Edinburgh  and  Dundee  Steam  Packet  Company.  Remarks  by  the  Committee  relative  to 
the  amounts  paid  by  the  company  for  light  dues,  Rep.  xvi. 

Efficiency  of  the  Lights.  Report  of  the  Committee,  that  “ according  to  the  evidence  before 
them,  the  public  general  lights  on  the  coasts  of  England  under  the  management  of  the 
Trinity-house  in  London,  the  hootch  lights,  and  the  lights  on  the  coast  of  Ireland,  are  all 
maintained  in  an  efficient  state,”  Rep.  vn Remarks  of  the  Committee  that  the  com- 

plaints made  in  petitions  to  the  Honse  of  Commons,  and  by  witness  before  the  Com- 
mittee, have  not  been  in  any  case  against  the  efficiency  of  the  lights,  but  against  the 
reto  a S f lgh  d,le8’  or  the  ’node  of  levyi"g  them,  or  the  irregularity  of  the 

wn"y  comPlal"ls  °f  efficiency  of  the  English  lights,  A.  An- 
D6“7~ * If  accl“™led  generally  with  the  lights  on  the  English 
coast  between  Dundee  and  London  ; they  are  efficient  ia  every  way,  Ewing  2070-I07S 

B-  buojrs  and  beaco£  alonf  the?  British 

of  the  liohri  in  dent!  ,i  a^lu‘gl'.n  2251  There  is  no  complaint  of  the  efficiency 
of  the  lights  in  Scotland,  or  of  those  under  the  Trinity-house,  Marshall  3250. 

See  also  Maintenance  of  Lights,  4.  Management  of  Lights.  Northern  Lights,  1. 

Elder  Brethren.  The  Elder  Brethren,  once  elivtpd  it  rr  / . 

Qualification  as  to  age  of  Master  . bTbS'.SX  4 

See  also  Trinity -house,  1 . 

the  case  of  vessels  loaded 
Engineers : 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


aigiMWMSM.] 


3 N G 


EWI 


725 


Report,  1 845 — continued. 


Engineers ; 

Trinity-house.— No  professional  man  or  engineer  accompanies  the  directors  in  their 

visits  to  the  lighthouses,  Sir  J.  Telly  24-29 If  anything  be  found  necessary  to  be 

done,  Mr.  Walker  is  deputed  to  attend  to  it,  ib. 

Witness  is  employed  as  the  civil  engineer  to  the  Trinity-house,  Walker  3172 

Witness  has  no  regular  salary,  ib.  3173 Mode  in  which  witness  is  paid,  and  nature  of 

the  appointment,  ib.  3174 In  making  disbursements  for  the  Corporation  witness  is 

almost  always  in  advance  of  money  for  them,  ib.  3200 Having  been  so  long  employed 

for  the  Trinity  Board,  witness’s  charges  are  lower  than  for  other  Boards,  il.  3209,  3210 

- Explanation  of  the  nature  of  the  work  done  for  the  Ballast  department,  for  which 

a charge  is  made  by  witness,  ib.  3213,  3214. 

Statement  delivered  in  for  the  year  1843,  as  to  the  mode  in  which  Mr.  Walker  is  paid  ; 

explanation  of  the  various  items,  Herbert  732-746 Reference  to  an  account  delivered 

by  the  Trinity- house  to  the  Committee,  and  stated  to  be  the  accounts  rendered  by  James 
Walker,  civil  engineer  to  the  Trinity-house,  divided  under  various  heads  ; explanation  of 

the  different,  heads  of  the  account,  Walker  3175,  et  seq. Explanation  respecting  an 

item  under  the  head  “ Time  per  Mr.  Walker,”  and  also  the  charge  for  clerks’  time,  ib. 

3175-3180 Explanation  respecting  the  item  “Time  per  Clerk  of  Works,”  ib.  3181 

And  also  of  an  item  “ Bills  for  Labour  and  Maierials  furnished,”  ib.  3182-3189 

Explanation  of  a column  headed  “Commission  upon  Work  done,”  ib.  3190-3195.  3197- 
3199.  3203-3205 — - Subsequent  papers  delivered  in, being  accounts  forall  the  years  from 
1832  to  1842  inclusive ; there  are  no  charges  in  any  of  these  years  differing  from  those 
which  witness  has  at  the  present  time  stated  and  explained  with  respect  to  1843,26.  3196. 

Northern  Lights. — In  the  whole  of  the  new  works  executed  by  the  Board  since  ihe 
Lighthouse  Act,  ilie  only  advice  taken  from  any  other  engineer  than  the  engineer  to  the 
Board  was  in  the  case  of  the  Skerry  vore  light ; statement  of  this  case,  Stevenson  1 629-1 632 

Statement  as  to  the  present  condition  of  the  northern  lighthouses  in  regard  to 

the  department  of  the  engineer,  App.  561. 

England  and  Wales.  List  of  the  lighthouses  on  the  coast  of  England,  1844,  App.  485.  488 
— -Papers  relating  to  harbour  or  local  lighthouses  in  England  and  Wales,  ib.  633-659. 

Entries.  Aggregate  number  of  entries  of  vessels  for  which  English  light  duties  have  been 
paid  to  the  Trinity-house  in  the  year  1843,  and  to  the  Commissioners  of  Northern  Lights, 
and  the  Ballast  Board,  Dublin,  in  the  same  period.  Rep.  xxi Return  of  the  aggre- 

gate number  of  entries  of  vessels  for  which  light  dues  have  been  paid  to  the  Trinity 
Board,  at  each  port  and  creek  in  England  and  Wales,  and  in  Scotland  and  Ireland,  in 

the  year  1843,  App.  419,  420 Observations  of  the  Committee  with  reference  to  the 

foregoing,  Rep.  xxi. 

Erection  of  Lighthouses.  The  Trinity-house,  though  sensible  of  the  importance  of  erecting 
a light  on  a particular  point,  cannot  do  so  unless  they  have  an  assurance  from  the  ship- 
owners belonging  to  the  neighbourhood  that  they  are  willing  to  pay  the  toll  for  the  same, 
Denham,  3037,  3038 There  ought  to  be  a supervising  power  to  ascertain  where  light- 
houses, beacons,  and  buoys  are  requisite,  ib.  3039 A public,  independent  authority 

should  take  care  to  have  the  coast  throughout  surveyed  and  lighted,  ib.  3076.  3089 

Without  waiting  for  the  application  of  shipowners  or  any  other  parties  for  that  pur- 
pose, ib. See  also  New  Lights. 

Ersldne  v.  Mcldrum  (1617).  Case  of  Erskine  v.  Meldrum,  in  which  it  was  declared  by  the 
highest  legal  authorities  that  lighthouses  were  marks  and  signs  for  the  sea  within  the 
meaning  of  the  Act  of  Elizabeth,  Teesdale  4854-4856. 

Europe.  Account  of  the  state  and  management  of  the  lighthouses  on  the  coasts  of  Europe 
generally,  App.  565. 

Evans  df  Morgan,  Messrs.  Correspondence  between,  and  the  Trinity-house  relative,  to  the 
purchase  by  the  latter  of  the  Skerries  lighthouse,,  A.pp.  469,  et  seq. 

Ewing,  Captain  Thomas.  (Analysis  of  his  Evidence.) — Shipmaster  in  Dundee;  has  com- 
manded a vessel  out  of  that  port  20  years,  2055,  2056 Is  acquainted  with  the 

situation,  state,  and  condition  of  the  lights  upon  the  River  Tay,  2057 Opinion  with 

respect  to  their  efficiency ; the  lights,  buoys,  and  beacons  are  perfectly  efficient  for  the 

purpose,  2057-2069 Witness  is  acquainted  generally  with  the  lights  on  the  English 

coast  between  Dundee  and  London;  'they  are  efficient  in  every  way,  2070-2076  —Ihe 
charges  are  high,  but  witness  would  rather  pay  tire  money  than  be  without  the  lights, 

2077-2079 The  navigation  of  the  Tay,  as  regards  the  approach  to  it,  is  sufficiently 

safe  without  any  additional  light,  2080-2082 Witness  is  aware  that  a number  of 

vessels  have  been  lost  there  lately  ; witness  attributes  this  to  the  want  of  pilots  ; evidence 
generally  with  reference  to  the  pilotage  in  the  river,  2083-2139. 

0.36.  4 y 3 Exemption 
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Exemption  from  Dues.  Statement  in  the  petition  of  the  Liverpool  shipowners  that  the  light 
dues  are  levied  exclusively  on  the  commercial  marine ; ships  of  war  are  exempt,  as  are 
also  gentlemen’s  yachts,  Chapman  3803,  3804. 

See  also  Ferry  Boats.  Fishing  Vessels.  Steam  Vessels,  4.  Stress  of  Weather. 
Yachts.  . 

Exhibition  of  Lights.  About  two  years  ago  the  rule  was  adopted  that  all  lights  of  the 

three  kingdoms  should  be  exhibited  from  sunset  to  sunrise,  Stevenson  1639-1643 - 

There  has"  been  a small  increase  of  expenditure  in  consequence  of  this  regulation,  ib. 

See  also  Liverpool.  North-west  Light-ship. 

Expenditure.  See  Income  and  Expenditure.  Maintenance  of  Lights,  3.  Northern 
Light  Commissioners , 4. 

F. 

Faraday,  Mr.  Great  improvement  made,  upon  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Faraday,  with 
respect  to  the  perpetual  and  constant  current  of  air  in  each  lantern ; nature  of  this 
improvement  explained,  Herbert  575-582. 

Fern  Lights.  See  Purchase  of  Lights,  1. 

Ferry  Boats.  Nature  of  an  application  made  to  the  Commissioners  of  Northern  Lights 

by  ferry-boats,  to  be  exempted  from  lights,  Cuningham  2986- By  the  table  of  tolls  at 

present  all  ferry-boats  are  exempted  from  payment  of  light  dues,  ib.  2986,  2987 

Claims  of  exemption  have  been  made  by  other  boats,  calling  themselves  ferry-boats, 

which  have  been  refused, ib.  2987-2994 Instances  of  the  Dysart  ferry  across  the 

Forth,  and  with  respect  to  the  Kinghorn  boats,  ib. 

Fishing  Vessels: 

Trinity  Home. — All  fishing  smacks  and  vessels  are  exempt  from  light  dues,  Washington 
2293,  2294. 

Northern  Lights. — Observations  with  respect  to  the  charge  of  light  dues  for  fishing  vessels, 

complained  of'by  one  of  the  petitioners,  J.  Mitchell  1042 State  of  the  complaint  against 

fishing  vessels  ; nature  of  a correspondence  respecting  some  French  fishing-boats  coming 
to  the  coast  of  Scotland  to  purchase  the  herrings  from  the  Scotch  fishing-boats,  Cuti- 

ingham  2915-2932 Vessels  carrying  out  salt  and  taking  other  stores  from  Leith, 

Montrose,  and  Burntisland  to  Wick,  pay  for  lights,  if  not  engaged  in  fishing;  complaint 

made  against  this,  ib.  2933-2935 Circumstances  under  which  Mr.  Hogarth,  a fish- 

curer,  was  exempted  from  paying  duties,  his  vessels  being  employed  in  collecting  salmon 

from  another  vessel  in  order  to  be  sent  to  London,  ib.  2936-2938 Vessels  collecting 

fish  for  market  are  specially  exempted  from  light  dues ; instructions  sent  to  the  collectors 

on  the  subject,  ib. Vessels  carrying  salmon  in  ice  to  the  London  markets  are  not 

exempt,  ib.  2939 Proceedings  of  the  Commissioners  of  Northern  Lights  in  regard  to 

applications  for  composition  of  light  dues  levied  on  fishing  vessels,  App.  522,  523. 

See  also  Herring  Fishery. 

Fixed  Charges.  Recommendation  of  the  Committee  of  1834  that  there  should  be  a fixed 
payment  for  the  United  Kingdom  for  every  light  a vessel  has  to  pass,  and  from  which 
she  derives  benefit  in  the  voyage  to  or  from  her  destined  port ; mode  in  which  the  Trinity 
Board  acts  in  this  respect,  Sir  J.  Pelly  274-293. 

Fixed  Lights.  See  Floating  Lights. 

Flashing  Lights.  Flashing  lights  are  good  in  some  cases,  but  it  would  not  he  advantageous 
to  adopt  them  entirely,  Lord  4332-4334. See  also  Variation  of  Lights. 

Flatholms  Lights.  See  Purchase  of  Lights,  1. 

Floating  Lights.  Considerable  reduction  of  expense  in  the  Light  department  the  substi- 
tution of  fixed  lighthouses  for  floating  lights  would  effect,  Rep.  xxx. 

Particulars  with  respect  to  three  of  the  floating  lights  having  been  adrift  in  the  North 

Sea,  within  two  years,  Washington  2504,  et  setj. So  long  as  the  present  system  of 

testing  the  mooring  chains  by  an  enormous  weight  or  strain  is  continued,  they  will  be 
liable  to  break,  ib.  4510 Test  to  which  the  cables  should  be  submitted,  ib.  4511. 

Evidence  to  show  that  in  many  instances  fixed  lights  might  be  substituted  for  floating' 
lights,  particularly  by  the  use  of  Dr.  Potts’  invention  for  sinking  hollow  iron  or  other 

pillars  or  columns  in  the  sand,  Gordon  4446—4461 Suggestions  with  respect  to  the 

floating  lights,  that  instead  of  the  masts  on  which  the  lanterns  are  now  raised  and 
lowered,  cylinders  of  wrought  iron,  similar  to  steam  funnels,  should  be  used,  ib.  4453" 

4464- Sketch  of  the  pile-rod  iron  tower,  similar  to  steam-boat  funnels,  proposed  by 

witness  for  floating  lights,  delivered  in,  ib.  4736. 

>See  also  Bembridge  Light.  Dioptric  Lights.  Formby  Light-vessel.  Gull 
Stream  Light.  Light-vessels.  North-west  Light-ship.  Screw  Piles . 
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Fog.  Suggestion  that  in  foggy  weather  the  use  of  the  gong  or  bell  should  be  superseded 
by  the  use  of  a shrill  scream  or  whistle,  such  as  the  railway  whistle;  description  of  the 
apparatus  invented  by  Bordier  Marcet,  Gordon  4453-4457. 

Folkestone  Harbour.  Letter,  dated  9th  July  1845,  from  Mr.  Charles  Golder,  harbour- 
master, relative  to  the  private  lights  established  for  the  use  of  that  harbour,  App.  637. 

Foreign  Lights.  The  lights,  buoys,  and  beacons,  are  considered  in  most  countries  as 
national  establishments,  and  under  public  officers  of  the  government,  and  the  expenses 

of  their  maintenance  are  paid  from  the  public  treasury,  Rep.  xxv In  Russia,  France, 

the  United  States  of  America,  and  Prussia,  no  separate  charge  is  made  for  lights,  ib. 

xvi In  many  foreign  countries  the  charge  is  actually  made  for  lights  under  the 

general  head  of  port  and  harbour  dues,  Young  2523 In  the  United  States,  Russia, 

France,  and  other  countries,  lighthouses  are  maintained  by  the  public  money,  Chapman 
372O' The  governments  of  these  countries  do  all  they  can  to  encourage  the  mercan- 

tile marine  of  each  country,  ib. 

Witness  has  seen  the  lights  in  the  Baltic,  and  also  some  of  the  lights  in  Spain  ; they 
are  generally  very  inferior  to  those  in  Great  Britain, Stevenson  1649-1652. 

Account  of  the  state  and  management  of  the. foreign  lights,  App.  564 Papers 

relating  to  foreign  tonnage  and  foreign  lighthouses,  ib.  610-632. 

See  also  Alexandria.  America,  1.  France.  Maintenance  of  Lights,  5. 

Prussia.  Russia. 

Foreign  Shipping.  Ships  from  the  Continent  of  Europe,  bound  to  the  East  or  West  Indies, 
or  south  of  Europe,  pass  up  and  down  the  Channel  without  paying  any  light  dues,  whilst 
British  ships  sailing  with  cargo  from  the  United  Kingdom  to  the  same  ports  pay  heavy 
light  dues  ; effect  of  this,  Rep.  xvi Foreign  vessels  passing  down  Channel  get  advan- 
tage from  our  lights  and  pay  nothing  for  it,  Ogilby  3106-3108 Even  il  they  come 

into  harbour  in  stress  of  weather,  they  do  not  pay  light  dues,  ib.  3109-3111;  Phit- 

Upps  3356 Foreign  vessels  pass  down  the  Channel  and  do  not  pay  for  lights  unless 

they  touch  anywhere,  Phillipps  3354-3356 If  they  come  in  for  any  purpose  of  busi- 

ness, and  do  not  even  break  bulk,  they  pay,  ib.  3356,  3357 — —Instance  of  American 

ships  calling  at  Cowes  for  orders,  Phillipps  3357 > 3356 All  vessels  passing  up  and 

down  Channel,  without  putting  into  port,  escape  the  light  dues,  Aikin  3629  Ihis 
enables  foreign  vessels  to  compete  better  with  English  ships  than  otherwise  they  would 
do,  ib.  3630. 

Statement  of  the  amount  of  foreign  tonnage  which  paid  light  dues  in  the  ports  of  the 

United  Kingdom  in  the  year  1843,  App.  610' Account  of  the  number  of  foreign  ships, 

and  amount  of  their  tonnage,  that  entered  the  ports  of  the  United  Kingdom  in  the  year 
1844,  ib. 

See  also  Private  Lights.  Provisioning  Ships.  Tonnage  Rate,!.  Trade. 

Foreign  Trade.  The  light  dues  in  England  bear  very  unfavourably  upon  the  shipping  of 
England,  in  comparison  with  the  shipping  of  other  countries  trading  to  foreign  ports, 

Young  3577-3580 Way  in  which  paying  light  dues  affects  witness  as  a shipowner,  in 

trading  to  llio,  or  any  other  foreign  port,  compare*  with  ships  sailing  froni  the  Continent 
to  the  same  place,  and  who  must  therefore  come  in  competition  with  him.  Chapman  37 43- 

3746 The  light  dues  do  not  affect  vessels  in  the  foreign  trade  so  much  as  those  in 

the  coasting  trade,  Willson  4602-4604. 

See  also  Coasting  Trade,  2.  Provisioning  Ships. 

Formby  Light-vessel.  Great  care  is  necessary  in  the  mooring  of  the  Formby  light-vessel, 
Washington  4528. 


Forth,  Frith  of.  See  Tap  River. 

Forth  and  Clyde  Canal.  Account  showing  the  amount  of  light  dues  collected  from  vessels 
entering  and  leaving  .the  ports  of  Grangemouth,  on  the  Fort  , °”, 1 ^ r 

Clyde,  and  Port  Dundas,  on  the  Forth  and  Clyde  Canal;  and  also  the  expenditure  of 
the  Forth  and  Clyde  Canal  Company  in  lighting  these  ports,  from  1834  to  1844,  both 
inclusive,  App.  670 See  also  Reduction  of  Light  Dues. 

Fowhe,  Mr.  Correspondence  relative  to  the  purchase  of  his  interest  in  the  Tmmouth  light- 
house  by  the  Trinity-house,  App.  462,  et  seq. 

France.  Public  Board  to  which  all  the  lights  on  the  coast . are 

maintenance  are  paid  out  ol  the  national  treasury;  no  ligi  ue  ^Constitution 

nance  of  ad  June  .834.  a port  charge  of  loi.perton  is  made, 

and  appointment  of  the  lighthouse  commission,  ib. -Changes  tot  have 

in  the  French  lighthouse  system  since  1834  1 table,  explaining the 
hut, on  of  the  lights,  id.— The  maintenance  of  the  buiMraffl • V— 

engineers,  and  tie  expense  defrayed  by  the  department  of  Pat he  Works  «S. 
System  on  which  the  oil,  siores,  &c.  for  the  maintenance  ot  the  lights  are  provided, 
amount  of  the  estimate  for  this  service  for  the  year  1839, 10.  xxvn  . ^ 
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France — continued. 

No  light  dues  are  levied  in  France,  J.  Mitchell  1093  5 Young  2523 Witness  is  j 

constant  correspondence  with  M.  Fresnel,  the  engineer  of'  the  French  lighthouses  Steve  ° 

son  1613 All  the  improvements  adopted  in  Scotland  have  been”  also  adopted  in 

France,  ib.- And  in  Scotland  they  have  adopted  all  the  French  improvements  ib.- 

The  lights  in  Scotland  are  as  good  as  any  French  lights,  ib.  1614. 

Estimate  of  expense  of  French  lighthouses  on  the  Channel  coast;  printed  by  the 

Direction - Generate  des  Fonts  et  Chausses,  6jc.  in  1838,  Rep.  xxix Account  of  the  state 

and  management  of  the  lights  in  France,  App.  564 Charges  of  French  lighthouses 

since  1834;  character  of  the  lights  now  established,  ib.  6i  7 Letter  of  M.  Fresnel 

dated  7th  June  1845,  as  to  lighthouses  in  France,  ib.  619 Summary  description  of 

the  lighthouses  and  harbour  lights  exhibited  on  the  coasts  of  France  to  1st  July  184-1 
ib.  620.  J 

See  also  Catoptric  Lamps.  Government,  The.  Maintenance  of  Lights  a Oil 

Variation  of  Lights.  J 6 ' u‘ 


Fraternity  of  Masters  and  Seamen  (Dundee).  Witness  is  Master  of  the  Fraternity  of 
Masters  and  Seamen  of  Dundee,  commonly  called  the  Trinity-house,  Kennedy  2140- 

2142 The  Managing  Board  of  the  Fraternity  of  Seamen  consists  of  the  master  the 

deputy  master,  and  12  committee  men;  duties  which  they  have  to  perform  ib  <>’142 

2167-2170 -Mode  in  which  the  Managing  Board  of  the  Fraternity  of  Seamen  is 

elected,  16.2216-2229.  J 18 


Return  of  the  income  and  expenditure  for  lights,  beacons,  and  buoys  in  the  nort  of 
Dundee  and  the  Frith  of  Tay,  belonging  to  the  corporation  of  the  Fraternity  of  Masters 
and  Seamen  in  Dundee,  from  the  year  1834  to  1844,  with  statement  of  its  application 

^ 664 -Memorial  from  the  Fraternity  of  Masters  and  Seamen  of  Dundee,  incorpo’ 

rated  by  royal  charter,  ib.  666. See  also  Tay  River.  H 


Freight.  The  light  dues  are  very  heavy,  and  calculated  to  increase  the  rate  of  freight  in 

this  country  beyond  that  of  other  countries,  Ogilby  3101-3105.  3110 This  interferes 

with  our  competing  with  the  shipping  of  other  countries,  tl— -Decrease  in  the  rate  of 

ooe8?  oo8R  842  F 3|  tand  1 844 ; aVmf,rement  hus  taken  place  this  year,  PhiUipps 
3384-3388— -Freights  in  Liverpool  have  been  very  low  for  the  last  three  or  four  yeais 

and  are  very  low  now,  ^3615 Freights  have  been  very  much  reduced  of  late 

years,  in  consequence  of  railways,  particularly  in  the  coasting  trade,  Willson  4^42- 
4544. 

. ,In  engagements  for  freighter  passage  money  the  charge  for  lighthouses  is  takes 

-nto  consideration  as  one  ol  the  contingencies  attached  to  the  voyage,  J.  Anderson  183c 

. freight  - - 

Difference  that  would  be  made  iu,the  rate  of  freights  if  the  light  dues  were  not  charged 

to  the  shipping,  A.  Anderson  1837-1846 Probable  effect  of  taking  off  the  light  dues 

upon  freight  and  the  expenses  of  shipping,  Young  3528,  2529.  S 

S"ln^X^mvlKfC'kt'  Per‘h’ mi  Lmd°n  S/« 


FZZltLLKo;th  W*Ti<!!l.7?‘  tl>?  me“S  h'troducing  to  the  notice  of  the  Trinity-house 
d n?w'  1 Commissioners  the  leuticulated  system  of  Fresnel,  Gordon  4346 
Kesnlt  of  witness  s communication  on  the  subject  to  the  Trinity-house  ib  4248 

4349 -Observations  upon  the  statement  made  by  Mr.  A.  Gordon  that  he  had  tothe 

means  of  introducing  the  leuticulated  system. of  Fresnel,  Herbert  4724-4730. 

theE1?inhfwIthefffe'rnCj0f  the  diamete  of  n-esuel's  lights  as  compared  with 

no  to  tlmTri„  fv  byo  : 44l»-44>6 Statement  of  !l,e  lighthouses  belong. 

sifee  the  vem  8oah  d a at„wh,ohI  ,Le  ^nticular  apparatus  of  Fresnel  has  been  fitted, 
dated  ?th  June  l845,  from  M.  Fresnel,  engineer 
ot  tiie  riench  lighthouses,  to  Mr.  Alan  Stevenson,  engineer  for  the  Northern  Lights  in 
answer  to  questions  transmitted  by  Mr.  Hume,  App.  #19. S*  also  * ■ 

Frith  of  Forth.  See  Tay  River. 


Gas.  See  Oil. 

® t“aZ tetfk  2Tvr«SJtfifi”8C  at®1h'^tar,waa''asted  absolutely  in  the  Trinity  Board 
made  Davahlp  to  the  pn  ’ -and  ,1°  t0  s dlere8y  established  for  its  maintenance  were 
ByhitAet  a toll  of  1 ..  per  vessel  was 

theP  Mediterraieafi\V»?aS‘!ig-  ' “njr  p?n  in  ,h“  Umted  Kingdom  to  any  port  in 
tne  Mediterranean  Sea,  at,  m thin,  or  near  the  entrance  thereof,  it And  also  on  all 

vessels 
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Report,  1845 — continued. 


Gordon,  Alexander.  (Analysis  of  his  Evidence) — continued. 
and  apparatus  complete,  4382-4384-; — Witness  hopes  they  will  use  sperm  oil  only 

4385 Witness  has  been  employed  for  a lighthouse  at  Point  de  Galle  in  Ceylon  and 

his  reports,  specifications,  and  designs  are  now  before  Lord  Stanley ; the  lighthouse  is 

not  yet  completed,  4386,  4387 Part  of  the  lighthouse  at  Gibraltar  is  of  iron  • it  is 

upon  a natural  elevation  of  considerable  altitude,  4388 Statement  of  the  advantages 

of  having  iron  lighthouses  instead  of  brick  or  stone,  4389-4416 They  cannot  be  in- 

jured by  lightning,  and  the  safety  of  light-keepers  and  others  in  or  close  to  the  lighthouse 

is  absolutely  perfect,  4390-4392.  4400-4403 Absurdity  of  the  practice  adopted  by 

the  Trinity-house  of  placing  glass  propellers  on  the  top  of  the  lighthouses  above  the 
vane,  4392-4399. 

The  iron  lighthouses  are  lined  with  thin  plates  of  iron  in  panels,  4405 There  is  a 

space  of  three  or  four  inches  left  between  the  lining  and  the  outside  shell,  through  which 

there  is  a current  of  air  which  carries  off’  the  heat,  4404-4407 Iron  lighthouses  stand 

the  change  of  temperature  very  well,  4408-4411 Explanation  of  the  difference  in  the 

diameter  of  Fresnel’s  lights,  as  compared  with  the  Trinity-house  system,  4412-4415. 

The  modern  English  lights  are  more  efficient  than  the  modern  French  lights;  this  may 
be  attributed  very  much  to  the  quality  of  the  oil  used,  4417-4423— ^—Witness  lias 
experimented  with  various  oils,  and  the  result  has  been  in  favour  of  sperm  011,4423-4445 
Evidence  to  show  that  in  many  instances  fixed  lights  might  be  substituted  for  float- 
ing lights ; particularly  by  the  use  of  Dr.  Potts’  invention  for  sinking  hollow  iron  or 

other  pillars  or  columns  in  the  sand,  4446-4461 Suggestions  as  to  the  efficiency  of 

the  floating  lights,  4453-4464. 

Suggestion  that  in  foggy  weather  the  gong  or  bell  should  be  superseded  by  the  use 
of  a shrill  scream  or  whistle,  such  as  the  railway  whistle ; description  of  the  apparatus 

invented  by  Bordier  Marcet,  4453-4457 Suggestion  with  respect  to  the  floating 

lights,  that  instead  of  the  masts  on  which  the  lanterns  are  now  raised  and  lowered, 
cylinders  of  wrought  iron,  similar  to  steam  funnels,  should  be  used,  4458-4464 Ad- 

vantage of  having  three  different  Boards  to  manage  the  lights  of  the  three  different 
countries,  England,  Ireland,  and  Scotland ; having  their  reports  called  for  and  checked 

and  published  by  a supervision  under  the  Board  of  Trade,  4465-4473 This  plan 

would  encourage  a spirit  of  competition,  4466. 

[Second  Examination.] — Additional  evidence  with  respect  to  fixing  iron  or  gun-metal 

lighthouse  towers  under  the  level  of  the  sea,  4735 Sketch  of  a set  of  the  reflectors 

referred  to  by  witness  in  his  former  evidence  handed  in,  4736 Also  sketch  of  the  pile 

rod-iron  tower,  similar  to  steam-boat  funnels,  proposed  by  him  for  floating  lights,  delivered 
in,  iJ. 

Gordon,  Mr.  A . See  Fresnel’s  Lens.  Iron  Lighthouses. 

Gordon,  Mr.  R.,  m.p.  Correspondence  between  Mr.  Gordon,  on  behalf  of  the  Treasury, 
and  the  Trinity-house,  velalive  to  the  purchase  of  certain  lighthouses,  App.  465. 

Government,  The.  Government  should  pay  for  the  lights,  and  relieve  individual  ships  from 

the  payment  of  them,  Just  1360-1371 The  Government  of  the  country  is  the  proper 

party  to  have  the  management  of  the  lights,  Straker  1996-2001 It  is  the  prevalent 

opinion  among  the  shipowners  of  Shields  that  the  whole  of  the  lights  should  be  taken 
charge  of  by  the  Government,  and  the  expenditure  defrayed  at  the  national  expense,  ib. 
2050—2052  —In  France  the  lights  are  under  the  control  of  the  Government,  and  paid 

by  fbe  nation,  Denham  3090-3092 The  same  principle  ought  to  be  applied  here; 

the  lights  ought  to  be  placed,  as  a Government  department,  under  a responsible  Board, 

ib.  3093- 

It  the  Government  were  to  assume  the  payment  of  the  lights,  the  advantages  to  the 
shipping  interest  would  be  great  in  proportion  to  the  net  earnings  of  the  voyage,  Aikin 

3631  The  expense  to  the  Government  would  be  comparatively  small,  ib. The 

lights  under  the  Trinity  Board  are  exceedingly  well  managed,  but  if  put  under  a Govern- 
ment Board  they  might  be  made  still  better,  ib.  3707-3711 Difficulty  of  arranging 

the  matters  of  detail  with  regard  to  the  lights  between  one  class  of  vessels  and  another; 
it  would  therefore  be  better  to  throw  the  thing  into  the  hands  of  the  Government  or  the 
public.  Rums  4012-4015.  4021. 

See  also  Boards  of  Management,  1.  Central  Board.  Coasting  Trade,  2. 
Legislative  Interference.  Maintenance  of  Lights,  1.  Navy,  The.  Private 
Lights.  Russia. 

Gratiton  Pier.  Letter,  dated  24th  April  1845,  from  Mr.  John  Hawkins,  resident  engineer, 
relative  to  the  light  at  Granton  Pier,  App.  673. 

Greenland  Whale  Fishery.  Return  of  the  number  of  British  ships,  and  their  tonnage,  and 
of  British  seamen  of  all  ranks  employed  in  the  Greenland  and  Davis’s  Straits  whale 
fishery,  in  each  of  the  three  years  1830,  1831,  and  1832,  and  in  the  years  1841,  1842, 
and  1843,  App.  690. 

Greenock. 
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Greenock.  Petition  of  the  fish-curers  of  Greenock  to  the  Commissioners  of  Northern 

Lights,  praying  for  a remission  of  the  dues  levied  on  fishing  vessels,  App.  523 Letter, 

dated  24th  April  1845,  relative  to  the  private  lights  established  for  the  use  of  the  har- 
bour of  Greenock,  ib.  672. 

Guano.  From  the  trade  in  guano  the  shipping  have  not  suffered  so  much  during  the  last 
year  as  they  did  during  the  three  preceding  years.  Chapman  378a. 

Guernsey.  Inconsistencies  which  the  coasting  vessels  labour  under  with  respect  to  their 
bein°-  treated  as  foreign  in  trading  to  Guernsey,  Willson  4579-4600. 

Gull  Stream.  The  Gull  Stream,  where  the  floating  light  is  placed,  is  obliged  to  be  surveyed 
very  frequently,  in  consequence  of  the  shifting  nature  of  the  South  Sand,  Herbert  730,731. 

See  also  Goodwin  Sands. 

H. 


HalUday,  Mr.  Letter  from  Mr.  Charles  Halliday,  on  behalf  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce 
of  Dublin,  dated  4th  January  1840,  to  the  Lords  of  the  Treasury,  relative  to  the  purchase 
of  the  Skerries  light  by  the  Trinity-house,  App.  461. 

Hamburgh.  See  Heligoland  Light. 

Hamilton,  Mr.  W.  A.  H.  Letter  from,  on  behalf  of  the  Admiralty,  dated  8th  July  1845,  to 
Joseph  Hume,  esq.  m.p.,  relative  to  the  erection  of  a beacon  on  the  Goodwin  Sands  by 
Messrs.  Bingham  & Bush,  App.  494. 

Harbour  Dues.  See  Port  and  Harbour  Dues. 


Harbour  or  Local  Lights.  By  the  Act  of  1836  the  harbour  lights  generally  on  the  coasts 

of  the  United  Kingdom  are  placed  under  the  control  of  the  Trinity-house,  Rep.  iv 

Parties  by  whom  the  harbour  or  local  lights  are  managed  in  the  three  kingdoms,*#,  viii 

Statement  by  the  deputy-master  of  the  Trinity-house,  “That  every  place  that  wants  to 
put  up  a local  light,  applies  to  the  Trinity-house  for  their  sanction,  and  they  give  directions 
for  the  sort  of  fight,  whether  it  should  'be  a red  light  or  a white  light,  so  that  it  should 
not  interfere  with  the  general  coast  lights,”  ib.- — Lights  now  maintained  as  harbour  or 
local  lights  ouo-ht  to  become  public  general  lights;  case  of  Dartmouth  offered  as  an 
example",  ib.  xiii.  . , . , . _ ^ 

Comparison  of  the  number  of  harbour  or  local  lights  m 1834  and  in  1844,  Rep.  vm 

List  of  harbour  fights  in  Ireland  not  under  the  Ballast  Board  in  Dublin,  showing  the 
duties  levied  for  the  same,  and  authority  under  which  such  lighthouses  have  been  erected, 

App.  596 Papers  relating  to  harbour  or  local  lighthouses,  ib.  633-682 List  of 

private  or  local  fights  on  piers,  harbours,  &c.  on  the  coasts  of  England,  ib.  633-659. 

See  also  Ireland.  Liverpool.  Local  Lights.  Scotland. 


Harbours  of  Refuge.  See  Dartmouth.  Tay  River. 

Hartlepool.  Statement  as  to  the  private  lights  maintained  for  the  use  of  the  harbour,  App. 

637- 

Harwich  Lights.  Principle  upon  which  the  Harwich  lights  were  purchased,  they  being 

under  lease  held  from  the  Crown;  amount  paid,  SirJ.Pelly  48-64 Correspondence 

relative  to  the  purchase  of  the  Harwich  lights  by  the  Trinity-house,  App.  453.  et  seq. 
Witness  is  aware  of  complaints  having  been  made  with  respect  to  the  Harwich  lights, 

Herbert  723-725 Danger  of  entering  Harwich  harbour  in  the  night  time,  ib. 

The  existing  Harwich  leading  lights  would  inevitably,  if  followed,  run  a vessel  high  and 

dry  on  the  beach,  Washington  2331 Explanation  as  to  how  this  change  has  taken 

place ; representations  made  to  the  Admiralty  on  the  subject ; they  have  not  been 
attended  to,  ib.  2332-2341.  , 0 , • 

Extracts  from  reports  made  by  witness  to  the  Admiralty  in  December  1842  and  in 

January  1843  respecting  the  state  of  the  Harwich  lights,  Washington  2342-2347- 

Further  evidence  respecting  the  danger  attending  the  following  ot  the  leading  lights; 
and  as  to  the  representation  made  to  the  Admiralty,  and  the  alteration  recommended 
by  witness,  ib.  2349-2355. 2369-2379.  , _ , , . , , , , „ 

Correspondence  between  the  Admiralty  and  the  Trinity  Board  relative  to  the  state  of 
the  lights  at  Harwich,  App.  496-499- 'See  also  Beauf°V>  Captain  F. 


liaseborough  Sands.  See  Screw  Piles. 

Ilebeler,  Bernard.  (Analysis  of  his  Evidence.)— Prussian  consul-general  in  London.  2414’ 

2415 In  Prussia  the  lighthouses  are  maintained  by  the  government,  2416- lhe 

charges  for  pilotage,  light,  and  harbour  dues  arc  included  under  one  head,  fixed  by  royal 
ordinances,  -it  the  different  ports,  varying  slightly  according  to  the  distance  from .the  sea 

and  the  number  of  lights  and  beacons,  2417-2425.  2433,2434  T e e s 

between  Prussian  and  foreign  ships,  =426,  2427.  2430-2432—  Ships  in  ballast  pay  one- 

half,  242b,  2429 The  pilots  arc  paid  by  government,  and  whether  vessels  take  them 

0.36.  4 1 3 
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Heleler,  Bernard.  (Analysis  of  his  Evidence) — continued. 

or  not,  a charge  is  made  for  them,  2434-2441 Proportion  the  charges  for  liehthn.,«. 

pilots  and  harbour  dues  rn  Prussia  bear  to  what  Prussian  ships  pav  in  Lonrlnn  1 

2444.  2448-2452 The  Sound  dues  are  paid  at  Copenhagen  ; the  amount  deneS# 

upon  the  cargo,  2445-2447 Every  sea  pilot  in  Prussia  must  have  served  either  5 

captain  or  mate,  and  must  have  passed  his  examination  in  one  or  the  other  rann^t?8 
2453.  capacity, 

Heligoland  Light.  Tile  Heligoland  light  was  transferred  to  the  Trinity  Corporation 
fsofStB  3 ’ “S  Le“m“endedr  b^(  *lle  Committee  of  t834,ancl  directed  by  the  A™ 
1836,  Rep  xi—-' The  charge  for  this  light  m 1830  was  787  l.  whilst  the  revenue  was 

only  54o  1.,  leaving  the  Government  to  pay  S47  L,  ib , In  the  year  t843  the  net 

levenue  was  1,890/.,  and  the  charge  of  maintenance  only  529  /.,  being  a surnhis  5 
1,361/.  of  light  dues,  ?6.—— Charge  for  collection  until  1st  January  1837  when  the 
collection  was  made  in  England  ; reduction  effected  at  that  date,  App.  xiv. 

Eecommenclntion  of  the  Committee  of  1834  that  this  light  should  be  transferred  to 
the  Trimty-house,  with  a view  to  its  maintenance  by  that  body,  Sir  J Pella  iv>: 

The  light  is  now  under  the  management  of  the  Trinity-house,  ib. Dues  are  conth^d 

to  be^  received  for  the  light,  1 b.  130 These  dues  used  to  be  levied  at  Hambuigh, 

Herbert  Jacob.  (Analysis  of  his  Evidence.)-Secretary  to  the  Trinity-house-  was  a* 
ammed  before  the  Committee  on  Lighthouses  in  1834;  held  the  situation  for  sum 
years  before  that,  3 to,  311 -During  the  whole  of  the  intervening  period  witness  has 

The  E“of  ,"h  t'TT  b“S‘"eS5-  'hat  hM  beeri  by  tire  Boaid  gre— 

The  Board  of  the  Trinity-house,  consisting  of  twenty  members,  is  divided  into  com 
mitlees,  1 nle  observed I m forming  these  committees;  number  of  which  each  committee 

consists  for  lights  anil  for  pilotage,  and  for  other  things,  3t3 The  committees  are 

appointed  by  the  Court  of  the  Corporation,  with  the  exception  of  the  wardens  who  are 
elected,  two  annually;  they  consist  of  four,  two  going  out  annually  by  rotation  - the 
deputy-master  and  the  committee  of  wardens  form  one  committee  of  live  • their  dut^s 

? Jl  ?!  0~338f  th  f pma  tlu lies  of  lhe  war(Iens  who  form  this  committee,  314 They 

have  eharpe  of  the  treasury  and  accounts  ; they  prepare  the  accounts,  but  the?  are  audited 

by  the  general  Board  quarterly,  315-322.  331-026 Namp  nf  th»  n,«ant  + y* 

his  salary ; duties,  3 4-3^— The'ballSl^lues 

°f  the  ,ballaf  dePa'’lment  form  another  committee  consisting  of  two- 

mode  in  which  they  are  elected;  their  duties  ooy-oon i 6 ’ 

are  audited  oao -Thpi-p,  i«  •»  f 1 1 i ’ p67  339  Mode  in  which  the  accounts 

ago,  34^348— The  charge  ff  bl^^aS  Ei'g  t °e“  a 

■ JNo  other  person  in  the  river  can  supply  ballast  oKn  rJi'  ,,  T i n j 349 

vessel  lvincr  at  n mhavF  „an  , i i auppiy  naiiast,  350 Below  London  Bridge  no 

exclusive  right,  both  hygran^^nd^^Act^f  Parliament, 353,  8upp*f‘n®  * U as  an 

partles"who  ft' 'ssf  S^K'rf  iT^nh’  354 ^ 

of  London,  who  claim  to  be  consemuorenf  11  p 6 3, of  the  corporation  of  the  city 
Trinity-house,  have  ”ot  intofered Tth  e eb  *',e! -Thlme8’  and  lhe  ™!hte  °f  *» 
louse  have  a right  to the Soil  of  Ure  rire,  hut -V-.*'1'8  rpeCt'  357— The  Trinity- 

above bridge  *^^8— Mun«  • , -ei  , ov^  bridge;  the  corporation  have  the  right 

below  LoX„36Brid3ge  ~ ?6o  1 'f-- where  the  dredging  is  take  pice 
departmental  1820  and  in  ifi,n  P 1 ’ 3 a3  3^d  —Loss  in  the  revenue  of  the  ballast 

The  smpta  (Vu  3|)l“ipeidS  T hoW,this  loss  <o-ginateel , 366,367  — 

368,  360.  386,  387 There  hn«  cba,,tl®8»  under  a grant  of  Charles  the  Second, 

London  to  have  the  charges  upon  baffi^0  aj?p  lcatlon  at  any  time  from  the  authorities  in 
ballast,  they  are  not  veTveriZ  - „ “g  If  tlal\37°'  37' -385— Hates  of  charge  for 

universally  known,  372-381 The  l - j ’S  P,ubl,cly  exhibited,  but  they  are 

■ parties  make  the  enn-y  requiring  Us  1r‘’ the  r£'";ly-h°are  at  the  time  the 

consideration  of  the  Board  to  reduce  the  ohlrL3!  ’ .3~-, Xt  bas  never  been  under  t.he 

a view  to  giving  relief  to  the  styping^ ^ 8arpA,U?  "rTf’ 
there  is  a dutv  as  to  deenenino-  th.,  3 4’  • ® tbe  Charter  or  Act  of  Parliament 

them  the  privilege  of  supplyingBships,3',go.P°mted  °“l  ‘°  the  T™'‘y  Board,  and  giving 

supervise  all  thenattere  eonneeted”wUh  the  “"""''"S  of  three  members,  who 

with  the  supply  and  maintenance  of  the  lighthouses 

and 
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Herbert,  Jacob.  (Analysis  of  his  Evidence) — continued. 

and  light  vessels,  39 1 Name  of  the  head  clerk  of  this  department,  392 Mode  in 

which  the  accounts  are  kept  and  audited,  393,  394 It  is  the  duty  of  this  committee 

to  examine  all  subjects  brought  under  the  notice  of  the  corporation  with  respect  to 
pilotage,  except  the  examination  of  pilots,  that  rests  with  the  examining;  committee,  395- 
4°3-  . . 

The  next  committee  is  a committee  for  examinations,  consisting  of  four,  appointed 

annually  by  the  Court  of  Corporation,  404 Their  duties  are  to  examine  all  persons 

producing  an  order  from  the  Admiralty  to  undergo  examination  as  masters  and  second 
masters  in  the  Navy,  and  persons  applying  for  licenses  as  pilots  within  the  London  dis- 
trict, 404-407 Mode  in  which  the  sub-committees  of  pilotage  at  the  out-ports  are 

appointed ; class  of  people  who  are  appointed  as  examiners ; remuneration  received  by 

the  examiners,  408-419 No  persons  are  allowed  to  be  examined  as  pilots  after  thirty- 

five  years  of  age,  420 The  licenses  are  allowed  to  be  continued  until  a man  is  worn 

out;  this  varies  according  to  the  constitution  of  the  individual,  421 , 422 During  the 

present  year  all  pilots  belonging  to  the  port  of  London  have  passed  through  a course  of 

examination  and  inspection  by  the  pilot  committee  at  the  Trinity-house,  423 The 

Trinity-house  has  no  power  of  interfering  with  the  Cinque  Port  pilots  ; mode  in  which 

they  are  examined,  424,  425 The  jurisdiction  of  the  two  bodies  with  regard  to  their 

pilots  is  such  that  they  do  not  come  into  collision,  426-429. 

Parties  before  whom  complaints  respecting  pilotage  are  laid,  and  how  acted  upon, 
430-432.  436 The  number  of  pilots  is  regulated  according  to  the  trade  of  the  port, 

433  Complaints  made  by  many  of  the  pilots  of  the  inadequacy  of  their  remuneration, 

434  The  complaints  from  the  shipping  have  not  been  with  respect  to  the  charge  for 

pilotage,  but  against  the  pilots,  with  reference  to  their  conduct,  435. 

The  committee  for  lighthouses  is  another  committee,  consisting  of  four  members ; 

mode  in  which  appointed;  names  of  the  members  of  the  present  body,  437-440 Their 

special  duties  are  to  attend  to  all  subjects  connected  with  lighthouses,  especially  the 
supply  of  stores  ; the  inspection  of  all  establishments ; the  supervision  of  the  lighthouse 
keepers;  the  examination  of  the  accounts  of  the  agents,  and  superintendence  in  their 

details,  441 Mode  in  which  the  agents  are  appointed  ; their  cl uties  ; stations  of  the 

various  agents  and  superintendents,  442-458 The  stores  for  the  lighthouses  are 

supplied  by  contract,  459-462. 

Explanation  of  an  item  in  the  account  placed  by  witness  before  the  Committee  with 

regard  to  pensions,  463-465 Explanation  of  a sum  under  the  head  of  boat-hire, 

pilotage,  and  salvage,  466 Manner  in  which  the  repairs  of  the  lighthouses,  boxh 

special  and  ordinary,  are  made;  examination  upon  the  items  in  the  accounts  for  repairs 

generally,  and  also  for  particular  lighthouses,  468-481 During  the  last  ten  years  all 

the  lighthouses  purchased  from  private  individuals  have  been  put  in  perfect  repair,  482 

■ A number  of  new  lights  have  also  been  established  ; it  is  highly  improbable  that 

additional  lights  will  be  required  in  the  same  proportion  for  the  next  ten  years,  483- 

486 The  lighthouse  committee  has  also  the  superintendence  of  the  standing  beacons 

and  floating  buoys  ; number  of  these,  487,  488. 

The  committees  who  visit  the  lighthouses  are  not  formed  entirely  of  members  of  the 

lighthouse  committee,  but  some  of  them  form  a portion  of  the  committee,  489 Extent 

of  visits  by  deputations  in  the  year  1844,  490-492 Mode  in  which  tl,e  engineer,  Mr. 

Walker,  is  paid  for  his  visits,  493-497 Principle  upon  which  the  sum  of' 30,000  Z was 

paid  for  the  supposed  right  of  the  Crown  to  the  property  of  the  lighthouses,  501-508. 

The  next  committee  is  the  committee  for  pensioners,  consisting  ot  five  membc-is  ; their 

duties  ; parties  generally  to  whom  pensions  are  paid,  509-534 Further  evidence  as  to 

the  duties  of  the  lighthouse  committee,  536-549- 
[Second  Examination.]— Number  of  pensions  payable  in  Ireland ; manner  in  which. 

they  are  paid,  552-556 Number  of  pensions  in  Scotland  and  England,  557,  558 

Further  evidence  respecting  the  agencies  to  the  lighthouses,  and  as  to  the  new  plan 
of  districts  in  course  of  adoption  by  the  Board  ; class  of  persons  now  appointed  as. 

agents  and  superintendents,  562-566 These  agents  are  m continual  correspondence 

with  the  Board,  567-570 Alterations  made  in  the  instructions  10  the  lightkeepers 

since  the  copy  of  instructions  was  handed  in  to  the  Committee  of  1834 ; copy  of  the  pre- 
sent instructions  handed  in,  57'~574-  5&3>  se?- Great  improvement  made  upon  the 

suggestion  of  Mr.  Faraday,  with  respect  to  the  perpetual  and  constant  current  of  air  im 
each  lantern  ; nature  of  this  improvement  explained,  576_582.  , 

The  floating  lights  are  universally  supplied  with  gongs;  the  lightkeepers  are  required 
to  use  them  every  ten  minutes  or  quarter  of  an  hour  in  hazy  or  foggy  weather,  587-591 

Returns  which  have  been  established  since  1834,,  with  reference  to  the  weather  and 

denominated  meteorological  and  weather  returns ;,  they  are  sent  to  the  office  quarterly,, 
and  kept;  useful  results  which  have  been  drawn  from  these  returns,  592  600  Tidal 
observations  required  to  be  made  by  the  lightkeepers,  601-607— ^-Number  of  the  crew 
of  each  light-vessel  ; their  respective  duties  ; mode  in  which  paid  and  provisioned  ; rate 
of  wages  f class  of  men  selected  for  these  duties,  608-631— Mode  in  which  the  drifting 
of  the  light-vessel  is  ascertained  ; as  far  as  is  in  his  power,  the  agent  is  required,  morning 
and  evening,  to  observe  whether  the  floating-vessel  is  in  tier,  station,  033-044. 
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Report,  1845 — continued. 


Herbert,  Jacob.  (Analysis  of  his  Evidence) — continued. 

Further  evidence  as  to  the  survey  of  the  lights  by  agents,  645-649 Further  evi- 

dence as  to  the  advantage  that  would  arise  from  having  all  the  lights  in  England  and 

Scotland  managed  under  an  uniform  system  by  the  Trinity  Board,  650-655 Further 

evidence  as  to  the  expense  of  collecting  the  light  dues,  656,  657 The  expenses  of  the 

Trinity  Board  have  greatly  increased  since  the  purchase  of  the  lighthouses,  but  the  lights 

have  been  very  much  improved,  and  new  lights  have  been  added,  658-663 Witness 

does  not  recollect  any  complaints  of  the  Scotch  or  Irish  lights  ; the  reports  made  by  the  in- 
specting committees  who  have  visited  the  lights  in  Ireland  have  been  extremely  satis- 
factory, 664-675 Explanation  of  the  great  variety  of  amounts  appearin'*-  in  the 

account  delivered  in  by  witness,  charged  for  maintaining  the  different  lights, °676-687 

Number  of  new  lights  established  since  1834,  688,  689 There  lias  not  been  anv 

great  increase  of  the  establishment  on  Tower  Hill ; there  has  been  an  increase  arising  out 
of  the  establishment  of  a collection  of  account  fees,  but  not  to  a greater  extent  than  one 
additional  clerk,  690,  691. 

Instance  of  a permanent  lighthouse  having  been  substituted  for  the  Maplin  floating 
light,  by  the  employment  of  Mr.  Mitchell’s  screw  piles ; explanation  of  Mr.  Mitchell’s 

plan,  692-702- If  the  Trinit  y-house  have  the  means,  this  plan  will  be  extended,  703- 

711 Description  of  Sir  Samuel  Brown’s  plan,  7 12-7 16 No  attempt  has  been  made 

by  the  Trinity  Board  to  establish  a light  on  the  Goodwin  Sands  ; they  consider  they  have 
already  three  lights  there  ; South  Sand  Head,  North  Sand  Head,  and  the  Gull  Stream; 
they  are  considered  equal  to  standard  lights,  717.  721,  722 Witness  is  aware  of  com- 

plaints having  been  made  with  respect  to  the  Harwich  lights ; danger  of  entering  Har- 
wich harbour  in  the  night-time,  723-725 The  Trinity-house  never  proposed  to 

Mr.  Bush  to  put  a lighthouse  on  the  Goodwin  Sands ; they  consented  to  his  placing 
one  there;  he  has  since  had  notice  to  desist  from  his  operations,  726-729. 

The  Gull  Stream,  where  the  floating  light  is  placed,  is  obliged  to  be  surveyed  very 
frequently  in  consequence  of  the  shifting  nature  of  the  South  Sand,  730,  731 State- 

ment delivered  in  for  the  year  1843,  as  to  the  mode  in  which  Mr.  Walker,  the  professional 
engineer  employed  by  the  Trinity  Board,  is  paid  ; explanation  of  the  various  items,  732- 

746 Surveillance  which  the  Board  exercises  over  the  Irish  and  Scotch  Commissioners, 

747~754 Further  evidence  as  to  the  expense  of  the  collection  of  the  light  dues  at 

Liverpool,  755-782 Whenever  a ship  passes  to  America  by  a route  with  fewer  lights 

than  those  which  she  has  paid  on  her  outward  voyage,  on  the  settlemant  of  the  homeward 

voyage  an  allowance  is  made,  783 There  is  a table  in  each  custom-house,  showing 

the  number  of  lights  from  port  to  port  that  each  vessel  is  entitled  to  pay  for;  these  tables 

would  prevent  any  imposition  or  overcharge  being  made  by  the  collector,  784,  785 

The  present  tables  for  the  Trinity-house  lights  hear  date  in  May  1844,  786. 

The  Commissioners  in  Dublin  have  it  in  contemplation  to  reduce  their  duties  10  per 

cent.  787,  788 Further  evidence  as  to  the  expense  of  collecting  the  light  dues  at 

Liverpool,  789-820 Expenses  of  (he  colleciion  at  Newcastle,  821-827 Return  of 

the  amount  paid  by  the  corporation  of  the  Trinity-house  for  the  purchase  of  lighthouses 

under  the  6th  & 7th  Will.  4,  c.  79 ; examination  thereupon,  828-853 Amount  of 

ballast  supplied  in  1843  5 charge  made  for  the  different  dkins,  854.. 

[Third  Examination.] — Reference  to  and  observations  upon  various  documents  pro- 
mised by  witness  in  his  former  evidence  to  be  produced,  1137-1146.  1156-1158 No 

legal  opinion  has  been  luken  as  to  the  right  of  Parliament  to  interfere  to  control  the 
expenditure  of  the  Trinity  Board,  1147-1155.  1159-1163. 


[Fourth  Examination.] — Observations  in  continuation  of  former  evidence,  4707,  et  seq. 
Observations  upon  a statement  which  has  been  made  upon  the  subject  of  the 

lightning  conductors  at  the  lighthouses  of  the  Corporation,  4707 Copy  of  a short 

correspondence  on  the  subject,  including  a report  made  by  Mr.  Faraday  and  Mr.  Walker, 
47°7>  47°B-  Explanation  of  the  reason  why  a more  general  application  of  the  use  of 
rapeseed  oil  has  not  been  made,  and  evidence  as  to  the  quality  and  nature  of  the  oil 

«PP ky  Mr.  Wilkins,  4709-4723 Observations  upon  "the  statement  made  by 

Mr.  Alexander  Gordon  in  his  evidence,  as  to  his  being  the  means  of  introducing  the 
nticuLated  system  of  Fresnel,  4724-4730. 

Remarks  upon  the  comparison  drawn  by  Captain  Washington  between  the  cost  of 

maintaining  the  lights  in  the  United  Slates  and  in  England,  4.731 Observations  upon 

a statement  made  by  Mr.  Alan  Stevenson  as  to  the  comparative  cost  of  each  burner  in 

Scotland  and  England,  4732 Observations  upon  witness’s  former  evidence  upon  the 

subject  of  Mr.  Arnaud,  the  collector  at  Liverpool,  4733 Observations  upon  certain 

statements  ot  accounts  by  Mr.  G.  F.  Young,  in  which  he  omits  to  make  provision  for  the 
payment  of  the  interest  of  the  debt  of  the  Trinity-house,  4734. 

[Filth  Examination.]— The  master  and  deputy-master  of  the  Trinity-house  are 

elected  annually,  on  Tnmty  Monday,  4878 The  younger  brethren  vote  in  the  elec- 

°,f  the  ,maste''.’  b«  110t  of  ‘he  deputy,  4879-4888 The  elder  brethren  once 

elected,  continue  for  life,  4889 The  number  of  younger  brethren  is  unlimited; 

qualification  of  younger  brethren,  4890-4893 — -No  pensions  are  allowed  to  those 

retiring 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


aigIjt!)OU$c0.] 


HER 


INC 


735 


Reports,  1845 — continued. 


Herbert , Jacob.  (Analysis  of  his  Evidence) — continued. 

retiring  from  the  Board  from  age  or  infirmity,  4894,  4895 Civilians  who  are  elder 

brethren  vote  for  the  master  and  deputy-master,  4896 Qualification  as  to  age  of 

master  or  elder  brethren,  4897 Honorary  members  have  votes;  they  are  liberty  to 

attend  and  in  some  cases  have  attended  the  meetings  of  the  Board,  4898-4901. 

See  also  Petty,  Sir  J.  H.,  Bart.,  &c. 

Herbert,  Mr.  Letter  from  Mr.  Herbert,  dated  17th  March  1845,  to  the  Chairman  of  the 
Committee,  transmitting  copy  of  Minute  of  6th  February  1844,  laid  by  the  deputy- 
master  before  the  Court  of  the  Corporation  of  Trinity-house,  upon  the  subject  of  light- 
houses, A pp.  345 Correspondence  between  Mr.  Herbert,  on  behalf  of  the  Trinity- 

house,  and  the  Treasury,  relative  to  the  purchase  of  the  Wintertonness,  &c.  lights, 

ib.  453,  et  seq. Correspondence  between  Mr.  Herbert  and  Messrs.  Walker  8c  Faraday 

relative  to  lightning  conductors  being  fixed  to  lighthouses,  ib.  481,  482. 

Correspondence  between  Mr.  Herbert,  the  Admiralty,  Messrs.  Bingham  & Bush,  8cc. 
relative  to  the  erection  of  a beacon  on  the  Goodwin  Sands,  App.  491,  et  seq. Corre- 

spondence between  the  Admiralty  and  the  Trinity-house  with  respect  to  Captain 

Washington’s  reports  on  the  state  of  the  east  coast  of  England,  ib.  496-499 Letter 

from  Mr.  Herbert,  dated  21  February  1844,  *°  the  Commissioners  of  Northern  Lights,  on 
the  subject  of  the  general  state  of  the  lights  on  the  coast  of  Scotland,  with  suggestions, 

36.  574 Letter  from  Mr.  Herbert,  dated  19  February  1844,  to  Henry  Vereker,  on 

behalf  of  the  Ballast  Board,  Dublin,  with  observations  as  to  the  state  of  the  Irish  lights, 
ib.  608. 

Herbert,  Hon.  Sidney.  Letter  from,  on  behalf  of  the  Lords  of  the  Admiralty,  dated  10th 
September  1841,  to  Mr.  William  Bush,  relative  to  the  erection  of  a beacon  on  the  Good- 
win Sands,  App.  495. 

Herring  Fishery.  At  Leith  the  fishing  vessels  employed  in  the  catch  of  herrings  are 

exempt  from  light  dues,  J . Mitchell  1042 The  vessels  bringing  the  herrings  in  a state 

of  progress  of  cure  to  the  actual  residence  of  the  fishing  curer,  should  also  be  exempt, 
ib.  1042-1057. 

Hill,  Mr.  Letter  from  Mr.  W.  Hill,  on  behalf  of  the  Treasury,  dated  16th  February  1827, 
to’  the  Commissioners  of  Customs,  authorizing  the  payment  of  five  per  cent,  to  the 
customs  officers  in  Ireland  for  collecting  the  light  dues,  App.  608. 

Hogarth  <3f  Co.,  Messrs,  of  Aberdeen.  Petition  of,  to  the  Commissioners  of  Northern 
Lights,  praying  for  the  remission  of  the  dues  levied  on  fishing  vessels,  App.  523. 

Holland.  The  management  of  the  buoyage,  lighting,  8tc.  in  Holland  is  confided  to  the 
Department  of  the  Marine  ; various  rates  of  tonnage  levied  ; classes  of  vessels  exempted. 
Rep.  xxvi. 

Holyhead  Harbour.  Statement,  dated  gth  July  1845,  drawn  up  by  Mr.  John  Provis, 
relative  to  the  private  lights  maintained  for  the  use  of  the  harbour,  App.  637. 

Honorary  Members  (Trinity-house).  Honorary  members  have  votes ; they  are  at  liberty 
to  attend,  and  in  some  cases  have  attended  the  meetings  of  the  Board,  Herbert  4898- 
4901. 

Huddart,  Captain  Joseph.  Reference  to  Captain  Joseph  Huddart’s  survey  of  the  Irish 
Channel,  Denham  3081-3085. 

Hull.  Cost  of  collection  of  the  light  dues  at  Hull,  Sir  J.  Pelly  1 1 8 Letter,  dated  1 9th 

July  1845,  from  Mr.  W.  F.  Beilby,  inclosing  statement  with  regard  to  the  private  lights 
maintained  lor  the  use  of  the  harbour,  App.  638. 

Hume,  Mr.,  m.  p.  See  Committee  of  1834. 

Hunstanton  Light.  Principle  upon  which  this  light  was  purchased;  amount  paid  ; it  was 

held  under  lease  from  the  Crown,  Sir  J.  Pelly  48-64 Correspondence  relative  to  the 

purchase  of  the  Hunstanton  light  by  the  Trinity-house,  App.  453.  et  seq. 

Hutton,  Mr.  William,  Jun.  Petition,  dated  14th  August  1835,' from  Mr.  William  Hutton, 
jun.,  on  behalf  of  himself  and  others,  owners  of  a steamboat  plying  between  Dundee 
Arbroath,  and  Montrose,  to  the  Commissioners  of  Northern  Lights,  relative  to  the  dues 
levied  on  steamers,  App.  520,  et  seq. 

I. 

Income  and  Expenditure: 

1.  Trinity-house. 

2.  Ballast  Board  (Dublin). 

3.  Northern  Light  Commissioners. 

1.  Trinity -house : 

Return  of  the  amount  paid  for  lighthouse  dues  to  the  Trinity4iouse,  by  shipping 
employed  in  the  coasting  trade,  and  the  amount  paid  by  shipping  in  the  foreign  trade  m 
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Income  and  Expenditure— continued. 

1.  Trinity-house — continued. 

the  year  1843,  App.  363 Return  of  the  whole  receipts  and  revenue  of  the  Corporation 

of  the  Trinity-house,  distinguishing  the  particular  sources  from  which  the  same  are 
derived,  together  with  the  appropriation  thereof,  for  each  of  the  years  1838  to  1840,  both 
inclusive,  ib.  364-384. 

Abstract  return  of  the  whole  receipt  and  revenue  of  the  Corporation  of  the  Trinity- 
house,  and  of  the  appropriation  of  the  same,  in  each  year  from  1833  to  1843,  both 

inclusive,  App.  385 -Return  of  the  amount  of  light  dues  collected  at  each  port  and 

creek  in  England  and  Walt  s during  the  year  1843,  distinguishing  the  amount  collected 
for  the  English,  Scotch,  and  Irish  Boards  respectively ; also  the  amount  paid  for  collection 
ib.  386- Return  of  the  gross  and  net  receipts  and  revenue  of  the  Trinity-house,  dis- 

tinguishing the  particular  sources  from  which  derived,  and  detailed  account  of  the 
appropriation  of  the  same,  for  each  of  the  years  1841,  1842,  and  1843,  ib.  421-441. 

2.  Ballast  Board  (Dublin) : 

Gross  and  net  receipts  of  dues  for  the  year  1843;  net  expenditure ; surplus;  balance 
in  hand,  Vereker  and  Halpin  5157-5168.  5214-5220. 

Abstract  of  the  accounts  af  the  Commissioners  of  Ballast  Board  for  each  of  the  years 
1834,  1835,  and  1836,  and  the  years  1837  t0  1844,  under  the  duties  leviable  under  the 

Act  6 & 7 Will.  4,  c.  79,  as  relates  to  receipts,  App.  596: The  like  as  relates  to 

expenditure, iJ.  597 Account  in  detail  of  the  amount  of  charge  for  the  light  establish- 
ment of  the  Ballast  Board  in  Dublin  for  the  year  1844,  ib.  602 Account  of  salaries 

and  bills  paid  to  surveyors  and  engineers  for  plans,  commissions  and  travelling  charges 
by  the  Ballast  Board,  in  each  year  from  1834  to  1844,  ib. 

3 . Northern  Light  Commissioners  : 

Estimate  of  the  ordinary  annual  expenditure  for  maintaining  the  lights  in  Scotland, 

Stevenson  1645 Total  net  receipts  for  the  year  1843,  ib.  1646 Estimate  of  the 

expenses  for  the  present  year,  ib.  1648. 

Abstract  of  the  accounts  of  the  Commissioners  of  Northern  Lights  for  the  10  years, 

1834  to  1843,  both  inclusive.  App.  502  et  seq. Return  of  the  gross  receipts  on 

account  of  each  of  the  northern  lighthouses;  the  number  of  vessels  and  amount  of  ton- 
nage passing  them  ; commission  allowed  to  collectors;  incidental  expenses,  &c.  for  the 

year  1841,  ib.  533 Similar  return  for  the  year  1842,  ib.  535 And  for  the  year 

1843,  ib.  538. 

Explanation  of  an  item  in  the  statement  of  miscellaneous  expenses,  with  respect  to 

bills  for  half-yearly  dinners  for  the  Commissioners,  Stevenson  1741,  1742 Explanation 

of  an  item  for  law  expenses,  ib.  1 743 Explanation  of  an  item  for  instruments,  ib.  1744- 

1747“ — Charge  for  experiments;  nature  of  these  experiments,  ib.  1748-1751 Ex- 

planation of  an  item  of  charge  in  the  return  delivered  in  to  the  Committee  for  taxes, 
Cuningkam  2946.  2949. 

See  also  America,  2.  Ballastage,  1.  Boards  of  Management,  2.  Central 
Board,  1.  Gibraltar  Light.  Government,  The.  Heligoland  Land.  Ire- 
land. Maintenance  of  Lights,  3.  Northern  Light  Commissioners,  4.  Pilot- 
age. Purchase  of  Lighthouses,  1 . 

Income  Tax.  The  lights  are  chargeable  to  the  income  tax,  Stevenson  1760-1764 The 

Commissioners  of  Northern  Lights  pay  income  tax  to  the  Government  on  ilie  surplus 
revenue  received  ; appeal  made  against  this  tax,  and  result;  they  were  specially  exempt 
from  the  former  income  tax,  Cuningkam  2946-2948. 

Inspection  of  Lights: 

1.  Trinity-house. 

2.  Ireland. 

3.  Northern  Lights. 

1.  Trinity-house : 

Number  of  lighthouses  which  have  been  examined  during  the  year  1844,  Sir  J.  Pelly 
23— 77“'  ,e  comm'ttee8  who  visit  the  lighthouses  are  not  formed  entirely  of  members  of 
the  lighthouse  committee,  but  some  of  them  form  a portion  of  such  committees,  Herbert 

489  Extent  of  visits  by  deputations  in  the  year  1844,  ib.  490-492 Mode  in  which 

the  engineer,  Mr.  Walker,  is  paid  for  his  visits,  ib.  493-497. 

2.  Ireland: 

Period  of  the  visits  of  the  inspector  of  the  lighthouses;  report  made  by  him  to  the 
committee  on  the  lights,  Halpin  5055-5088, Visits  of  the  Ballast  Board  to  the  light- 
houses, vereher  and  Halpin  5132-5134 List  of  visits  made  by  the  Commissioners  of 

the  Ballast  Board  in  Dublin  to  view  any  of  the  lighthouses  in  Ireland  in  each  of  the  last 
10  years,  App.  607- Observations  as  to  the  state  of  the  Irish  lights  on  recent  inspec- 

tion by  the  Trinity-house,  London,  ib.  608. 

Periods 
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Report,  1845— continued. 


Inspection  of  Lights — continued. 

3.  Horthern  Lights : 

Periods  of  the  visits  of  the  superintendent;  he  takes  charge  of  seeing  the  stores 
delivered ; reports  made  by  him  to  witness  on  the  occasion  of  bis  visits,  Stevenson  1464- 

1474 There  have  been  no  serious  complaints  within  the  last  three  or  four  years  of  the 

inefficiency  of  the  northern  lights,  ib.  1677-1679 The  only  complaint  has  been  by  the 

Trinity-house  with  regard  to  the  Little  Ross  light,  ib.  1677.  1689-1691 -Visit  of  the 

Elder  Brethren  of  tne  Trinity-house  to  the  northern  lights  in  1843;  witness  accom- 
panied them  in  their  visitation  ; number  of  lighthouses  visited,  ib.  1683-1691 Report 

made  to  the  Commissioners  of  the  Northern  Lights  after  this  inspection,  ib.  1692-1704 

Since  the  Act  of  1836  came  into  force,  the  Elder  Brethren  of  the  Trinity-house  have 

made  two  entire  examinations  of  the  northern  lights,  ib.  1709-1711. 

Returns  showing  the  number  of  visits  made  round  the  coast  by  the  Commissioners  of 

Northern  Lights  in  each  year  from  1833  to  1844,  App.  567 Extracts  from  report  of 

Committee  of  the  Trinity-house  on  the  subject  of  their  inspection  of  the  lighthouses,  &c. 
upon  the  coasts  of  Scotland,  1st  Nov.  1836,  ib.  580. 

See  also  Engineers.  Lightkeepers.  Tay  River. 

Instructions  to  Lightkeepers.  Alterations  made  in  the  instructions  to  the  lightkeepers  since 
the  copy  of  instructions  was  handed  in  to  the  Committee  of  1834  ; copy  of  the  present 
instructions  handed  in,  Herbert  571-574.  583,  et  seq. See  also  Lightkeepers. 

Insurance.  The  insurance  of  vessels  is  not  a heavy  charge ; still,  if  it  were  taken  off,  it 

would  be  a very  good  thing,  Ogilby  3148 Underwriters  are  led  to  insure  ships  at  a 

low  rate,  in  consequence  of  the  advantage  they  receive  from  the  lights,  ib.  3149. 

Ireland.  Instances  of  the  mismanagement  of  the  Irish  lights,  Straker  1993-1995.  2019- 

2025 The  light  dues  are  unequal,  inasmuch  as  the  charges  upon  English  and  Irish 

lights  vary  so  much,  Williams  4072,  4073 There  have  been  no  complaints  made  by 

the  shipping  of  any  of  the  lights,  Veieker  5083-4085.  5213.  5223' General  expenses  of 

lighthouses  in  Ireland,  as  regards  stores,  expense  of  lightships,  &.C.,  Verelcer  and  Halpin 
61 39-6166. 

List  of  lighthouses  on  the  coast  of  Ireland,  1844,  App.  489 Papers  relating  to  Irish 

lighthouses,  ib.  582-609 Return  of  the  number  of  lighthouses  in  1834  and  1845, 

stating  ihe  date  of  the  erection  of  each  lighthouse  since  1834,  and  the  expense  incurred 

in  each  year  for  each  light,  and  the  aggregate  sum  expended  on  each  light,  ib.  582 

Annual  account  of  income  and  expenditure  of  the  Commissioners,  for  the  year  ending  31st 
December  1844,  conformable  to  6 & 7 Will.  4,  c.  79,  s.  62,  ib.  598 List  of  ihe  light- 

houses and  floating-lights  on  the  coasts  of  Ireland  under  the  management  of  the  Ballast 

Board,  stating  the  number  of  burners  in  each,  and  character  of  each  light,  ib.  605 

Papers  relating  to  harbour  or  local  lighthouses  in  Ireland,  ib.  682. 

See  also  Ballast  Board  (Dublin).  Black  Rock  (Cork).  Buoys  and  Beacons,  II.  3. 
Carnarvon  Harbour.  Central  Board.  Coasting  Trade,  2.  Collection  of 
Dues,  I.  3.  Inspection  of  Lights , 2.  Light  Dues,  3.  Maintenance  of 
Lights,  5.  Oil.  Pensions.  Pilots.  Reflectors.  Small  Cargoes. 

Iron  Lighthouses.  Considerable  reduction  of  expense  in  the  light  department  the  substitu- 
tion of  iron  for  stone  and  brick  lighthouses  would  effect.  Rep.  xxx Allusion  by  the  Com- 

mittee to  the  success  that  has  attended  the  construction  of  iron  towers  for  lighthouses  by 

Mr.  Alexander  Gordon,  ib.  xxi Instance  of  an  iron  lighthouse  having  been  built  in 

this  country  lately  and  sent  out  to  Jamaica,  Stevenson  1653 The  great  objection  to  an 

iron  lighthouse  is  the  difficulty  of  fixing  the  foundation,  ib.  1654,  1655. 

Statement  of  the  advantages  of  having  iron  lighthouses  instead  of  brick  or  stone,  Gor- 

don  4389-4416 They  cannot  be  injured  by  lightning,  and  the  safety  of  lightkeepers 

and  others  in  or  close  to  the  lighthouse  is  absolutely  perfect,  ib.  4390-4392.  4400-4403 

There  is  a space  of  three  or  four  inches  left  between  the  lining  and  the  outside  shell, 

through  which  there  is  a current  of  air  which  carries  off  the  heat,  ib.  4404-4407 The 

iron  lighthouses  are  lined  with  the  plates  of  iron  in  panels,  ib.  4405 Iron  lighthouses 

stand  the  change  of  temperature  very  well,  ib.  4408-4411 Additional  evidence  with 

respect  to  fixing  iron  or  gun-metal  lighthouse  towers  under  the  level  of  the  sea,  ib.  4735. 

See  also  Bermuda.  Light-vessels.  Morant  Point.  • 


J. 

Jamaica.  Excerpt  from  the  Votes  of  the  House  of  Assembly  of  Jamaica,  being  a report 
from  the  commissioners  for  erecting  a light  on  Morant  Point,  App.  692. 

See  also  Bermuda.  Iron  Lighthouses.  Morant  Point. 

Jones,  Mr.  Morgan.  Correspondence  relative  to  the  purchase  by  the  Trinity-house  of  his 
interest  in  the  Skerries  lighthouse,  App.  461,  et  seq. 
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Report,  1845—  con  tinned. 


Just  William . (Analysis  of  his  Evidence.)— Manager  of  the  Aberdeen  Steam  Navigation 
Company;  is  deputed  by  the  directors  of  that  company,  who  have  petitioned  The  House 

respecting  the  lighthouses,  to  attend  and  give  evidence,  12S8-1292 Number  of  ships 

witness  has  under  his  charge  as  manager  of  the  Aberdeen  Company,  1293 -Amount 

paid  on  these  vessels  in  1844  for  light  dues ; aggregate  amount  of  tonnage  of  these 
vessels,  1294-1319 General  complaint  in  the  petition  of  the  Aberdeen  Steam  Naviga- 

tion Company  of  the  charge  of  duties  on  their  steam-vessels  and  sailing  vessels ; grounds 

for  this  complaint,  1320-1324 Cargoes  are  very  frequently  so  small  on  board  the 

steamers  that  they  aie  not  equivalent  to  the  expense  of  sailing  them,  1325,  1326 How 

far  the  steamers  are  benefited  by  the  lights,  1327—1 334. 

Establishment  of  the  light  at  the  Swin  at  the  particular  request  of  the  Aberdeen 
Steam  Navigation  Company,  1335-1340 The  company  has  no  objection  to  pay  a rea- 

sonable sum  for  the  lights,  nor  do  they  object  to  the  mode  in  which  they  are  conducted, 

they  merely  object  to  the  expense,  1341, 1342 Vessels  coasting  ought  not  to  pay  such 

heavy  dues  as  vessels  going  abroad,  1343,  1344- Evidence  to  show  that  the  expen- 
diture of  the  Lighthouse  Board  is  too  high,  1345-1353 Opinion  in  favour  of  one 

o-eneral  Board  of  management  for  the  whole  of  the  lights  of  the  United  Kingdom, 

°354“]359 Government  should  pay  for  the  lights  and  relieve  individual  ships  from 

the  payment  of  them,  1360-1371. 

Objections  to  the  application  of  the  surplus  light  dues  to  charitable  purposes,  1372- 

1386 Evidence  as  to  the  collection  of  the  light  dues  in  the  port  of  Aberdeen, 

1387-1406 Witness’s  evidence  applies  equally  as  well  to  Dundee  as  to  Aberdeen, 

1407-1411 Lights  used  by  the  Aberdeen  Steam  Navigation  Company  iu  their 

voyages  to  London,  1412-1417 Reference  to  the  statement  in  the  petition  of  the  com- 

pany^ that  the  shipping  of  the  country  ought  to  be  relieved  from  all  local  taxes  that  are 

not  absolutely  necessary  for  the  service  for  which  they  are  ostensibly  levied,  1418 

The  northern  lighthouse  establishments  are  very  efficient  so  far  as  they  are  required, 
1420, 1421. 

[Second  Examination.] — Statement  of  light  dues  paid  by  the  Aberdeen  Steam  Naviga- 
tion Company  for  the  year  ending  31st  December  1844,  upon  five  steamers  and  six 

sailing  vessels,  4737-4742 Continuation  of  this  statement  for  the  six  months  ending 

30th  June  1845  ; 4743,  4744- Amount  per  cent,  of  the  light  dues  on  the  profits  of  the 

company  for  1844  ; 4745 Proportion  the  light  dues  bear  to  the  present  half  year’s 

profits;  increase  of  the  per-centage  upon  the  previous  year  ; cause  of  this  increase,  4746- 

4751 The  per-centage  of  the  light  dues  upon  the  earnings  is  nearly  the  same  upon 

steam-vessels  and  upon  sailing-vessels,  4752,  4753 -Reduction  made  by  the  company 

in  their  fares  in  anticipation  oftke  railways  going  north  interfering  with  their  traffic  unless 
they  had  done  so,  4754-475.8- 

Reasons  for  witness  anticipating  that  the  per-centage  of  light  dues  upon  the  earnings 
will  not  be  less  during  the  next  six  months  than  they  were  during  the  last  six  months, 

4759-4762 Change  which  took  place  in  the  collection  of  the  northern  light  dues  in 

. 1837  ; 4673 Certified  return  from  the  Custom-house  of  the  charge  for  the  lights  in  the 

Aberdeen  and  London  trade  ; also  statement  of  the  light  dues  from  Inverness  to  London; 
from  Aberdeen  to  Hull,  from  Aberdeen  to  Newcastle,  and  from  Aberdeen  to  the  Frith  of 
Forth,  delivered  in,  4763. 


K. 

Kennedy,  Mr.  Petition  of  Mr.  James  Kennedy,  agent  for  a steamer  plying  between  Dun- 
dee and  Leith,  to  the  House  of  Commons,  complaining  of  the  light  dues,  App.  677* 

Kennedy,  Captain  John.  (Analysis  of  his  Evidence.) — Shipowner  of  Dundee ; master  of  the 
Fraternity  of  Masters  and  Seamen  of  Dundee,  commonly  called  the  Trinity-house,  2140- 

2142 Duties  of  this  Board,  2142 Evidence  generally  respecting  the  pilotage  in 

the  port  of  Dundee ; yacht  kept;  expense  of  keeping  up  the  pilot  establishment ; vessels 

have  been  lost  for  the  want  of  pilots,  2143-2160 The  pilotage  which  would  oe 

receivable  from  strangers  frequenting  the  port  of  Dundee  would  not  be  equal  to  having 
an  efficient  pilotage  system  kept  up,  unless  a much  higher  rate  were  exacted,  2161- 

2166 -The  managing  Board  of  the  Fraternity  of  Seamen  consists  of  the  master,  the 

deputy-master,  and  twelve  committee  men ; duties  which  they  have  to  perform,  2167- 
2170 O11  whom  the  duty  of  managing  the  lights  falls,  2171 Copy  of  the  instruc- 

tions to  the  lightkeepers,  2172 — — Number  of  lights  ; expense  of  keeping  them  up, 

2173-2176 The  surplus,  if  any,  is  amalgamated  among  the  other  funds  of  the  corpo 

ration,  and  distributed  among  the  poorer  brethreu,  2177-2179. 

Evidence  respecting  the  cutter  kept  for  the  purpose  of  visiting  the  lights,  2180-2188 

Efficiency  of  the  lights,  buoys,  and  beacons  in  the  harbour  of  Dundee  and  in  the 

Tay,  2188-2201 Number  of  vessels  wrecked  on  the  banks  of  Tay  from  the  year  1828 

to  1845  ; reasons  for  considering  that  some  of  them  have  been  lost  very  foolishly,  2202- 

2212-  Evidence  respecting  the  examination  of  parties  who  apply  for  licenses  as  pilots, 

2213- 2215 Mode  in  whicli  the  managing  Board  of  the  Fraternity  of  Seamen  is  elected, 

, 2216-2219 Receipts  and  expenditure  of  the  society,  2220-2227 -Efficient  state 
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Report,  1845 — continued. 


Kennedy,  Capt.  John.  (Analysis  of  his  Evidence) — continued. 
of  the  lights,  2228,  222g  The  Commissioners  of  Northern  Lights  have  nothing  to  do 

with  the  Tay  lights,  2230-2234 Charge  to  each  vessel  for  the  Tay  lights,  2235—2242 

The  only  thing  that  is  wanted  at  the  entrance  of  the  Tay  is  an  efficient  system  of 

pilotage,  2243-2246. 

Kintyre,  Mull  of.  There  have  been  no  representations  from  shipowners  against  the  lighting 
of  the  Mull  of  Kintyre,  nor  have  there  been  any  complaints  from  the  neighbouring  ports, 
Cmingham  2618-2621 Further  observations  respecting  the  Mull  of  Kintyre  light- 
house, ib.  2962,  2963 Report  of  the  engineer  relative  to  the  removal  of  the  Mull  of 

Kintyre  lighthouse  ; the  erection  of  a lighthouse  on  the  island  of  Sanaa,  and  another  on 

Rathlin  Island,  28th  January  1842,  App.  573-576 Minute  of  the  Commissioners  on 

the  foregoing  report,  ib.  574. 

Kish  Bank.  Progress  made  in  the  project  for  erecting  a light  on  the  Kish  Bank,  on  Mit* 

chell’s  screw  pile  principle,  Verekerand  Halpin  5180 Further  observations  with  respect 

to  the  light  on  the  Kish  Bank,  ib.  5224-5246 Detailed  statement  respecting  the 

erection  of  a beacon  by  witness  on  the  Kish  Bank,  off  Dublin  Bay,  A.  Mitchell,  5332- 

5341 There  is  no  doubt  if  a lighthouse  were  erected  where  the  beacon  now  is,  it 

would  stand  as  well  as  the  Wyre  lighthouse  has  stood,  ib.  5342,  5343 Observations 

upon  the  evidence  given  by  Mr.  Mitchell  with  respect  to  the  erection  of  a beacon  and 
lighthouse  on  the  Kish  Bank,  Vereher  and  Ha/pin  5400-5402. 

L. 

Lamps.  See  Argand  Burners.  Burners.  Cape  Coast  Castle.  Catoptric  Lamps. 

Dioptric  Light.  Reflectors.  Tees  Navigation. 

Lane,  Mr.  Correspondence  relative  to  the  purchase  by  the  Trinity-house  of  Mr.  F.  Lane’s 
interest  in  the  Hunsiauton  lighthouses,  App.  453,  et  seq. 

Lard.  See  Oil. 

Leasowe  Lighthouse  (Liverpool).  Expense  of  the  Leasowe  lighthouse,  Lord  4188.  41 97— 
4199- 

Legislative  Interference.  The  Board  -of  the  Trinity-house  consider  that  Parliament  has  no 
right  to  interfere  with  them,  and  control  them  for-the  public  interest,  Sir  J.  Telly,  230- 

237 The  most  just  plan  would  be  that  Government  should  take  the  management  of 

the  lights  entirely  into  their  own  hands,  and  relieve  the  shipping  of  every  farthing  of  it, 

J.  Mitchell  885 The  present  system  should  be  abolished,  and  the  management  of  all 

the  lights  of  the  three  kingdoms  taken  into  the  hands  of  the  Government,  ib.  914 

The  system  of  management  that  witness  would  propose  would  be  that  Government  should 
put  in  three  scientific  men,  and  that  along  with  these  three  persons  should  be  appointed 

by  the  shipowners,  915-925 No  legal  opinion  has  been  taken  as  to  the  right  of 

Parliament  to  interfere  to  control  the  expenditure  of  the  Trinity  Board,  Herbert  1147- 
H55- 

Leith.  Evideuce  as  to  the  expense  of  collecting  the  light  dues  at  Leith  ; mode  in  which 

they  are  collected  ; parties  employed  in  their  colleciion,  J.  Mitchell  994-1020 Ther.e  is 

no  objection  to  be  made  to  the  charges  for  the  shipping  establishment  of  the  Trinity  Board 
at  Leith  ; they  require  strong  vessels  adapted  for  stormy  occasions,  ib.  1027. 

Return  of  the  expense  of  the  lighthouse  store  at  Leiih  in  1843,  and  comparison  with 
1834,  App.  548' Petition  of  shipowners,  merchants,  and  .others  interested  in  the  ship- 

ping and  commerce  of  Leith,  to  t lie  House  of  Commons,  complaining  of  the  powers 

vested  in  the  Trinity-house,  ib.  678 Petition  of  the  fish-curers  at  Leith,  praying  for 

exemption  from  paymeut  of  light  dues  on  vessels  employed  in  the  fisheries,  ib.  679. 

See  also  Charities.  Herring  Fisheries.  Short  V oyayes. 

Lenses,  see  Fresnel's  Lens.  Reflectors. 

Light  Clerk’s  Office  (Liverpool).  Copy  of  letter  from  Messrs.  Hurry  and  Arnaud,  dated 
26th  April  1845,  enclosing  descriptive  sketch  of  the  offices,  &c.  App.  400. 

Light  Dues: 

1.  Generally . 

2.  Trinity -house. 

3.  Ireland. 

4.  Northern  Lights. 

1.  Generally: 

The  merchant,  the  broker,  the  shipowner,  and  the  consumer  are  all  injured  by  the 

light  dues,  Rep.  xix Variation  in  the  mode  of  levying  the  light  dues  in  Scoiland, 

England,  and  Ireland,  Sir  J.  Felly  277 Reference  to  the  statement  in  the  petition 
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Report,  1845 — continued. 


Light  Dues — continued. 

1.  Generally — continued. 

of  the  Aberdeen  Steam  Navigation  Company  that  the  shipping  of  the  country  ought  to 
be  relieved  from  all  local  taxes  that  are  not  absolutely  necessary  for  the  service  for  which 

they  are  ostensibly  levied,  Jwst  1418 The  charges  are  heavy,  but  witness  would 

rather  pay  the  money  than  be  without  the  lights,  Ewing  2077-2079 It  would  be 

much  more  convenient  and  satisfactory  that  an  uniform  charge  should  be  made  for  every 
light,  and  not  made  to  vary  according  to  the  expense  or  maintenance  of  particular  lights 

Young  2507,  '2508.  2514 The  complaints  against  the  light  dues  is  their  exorbitancy  • 

this  immense  tax  levied  on  our  shipping  might  be  avoided,  Phillipps  3345 More 

money  is  levied  than  is  necessary  for  the  service  performed,  ib.  3346 Tables  of  duties 

for  lights,  buoys,  &c.  in  England  chargeable  on  over-sea  and  coasting  vessels,  20th  March 

1844,  App.  402-406 Statement  of  the  yearly,  receipt  for  light  dues  for  lighthouses 

purchased  pursuant  to  the  Act  6 & 7 Will.  4,  c.  79,  with  the  charges  of  maintenance 
and  surplus  of  each  light  in  each  year,  1836  to  1843,  ib.  446-448. 

2.  Trinity-house: 

No  person  but  the  Trinity  Corporation  has  a right  to  levy  any  light  dues  for  public 

lights  in  England  now,  Sir  J.  Pelly  82 Applications  for  the  remission  of  light  dues 

must  now  be  made  to  the  Queen  in  Council ; a previous  consultation  with  the  Trinity- 

house  is  not  imperative,  Cuningham  2623-2633 Net  amount  received  by  the  Trinity- 

house  for  light  and  buoyage  dues  in  each  of  the  years  1831  to  1833,  and  1841  to  1844, 
App.  418. 

3.  Ireland: 

Charge  of  is.  levied  on  all  vessels  on  foreign  voyages  arriving  in  or  departing  from 
any  portion  of  Ireland ; like  sum  chargeable  on  every  entry,  cocke t,  or  warrant  for  goods, 
inwards  or  outwards,  except  in  cases  where  the  value  of  the  goods  does  not  exceed 

5 1.,  in  which  case  6d.  only  is  charged,  Rep.  xiii Statement  showing  th  net  amount 

of  light  dnes  received  in  the  three  years  1831,  1832,  and  1833,  and  in  the  three  years 

1841,  1842,  and  1843,  App.  592,  593 Return  of  the  gross  receipts  on  account  of  each 

of  the  Irish  lights,  of  tne  expense  of  each,  and  amount  of  tonnage  passing  them  in 

the  year  1841,  ib.  593-595 Return  showing  the  gross  amount  of  Irish  lighthouse 

duty  for  coasting  British,  over-sea,  and  foreign  shipping  in  the  year  1843,  collected  in 

Ireland,  in  England,  and  in  Scotland  respectively,  ib.  599 Return  showingthe  amount 

of  lighthouse  duties  collected  in  Ireland  for  Irish,  Scotch,  and  English  lights,  and  the 
amount  of  commission  paid  for  collection,  for  the  year  ended  31  December  1843,  ib.  599 

Return  of  the  number  of  entries  of  vessels  for  which  light  dues  have  been  paid  to 

the  Corporation  for  preserving  and  improving  the  port  of  Dublin,  in  the  year  1843; 

showing  the  number  of  entries  of  vessels  in  each  kingdom,  ib.  600 Allusion  to  the 

foregoing  by  the  Committee,  Rep.  xxi Statement  of  the  amount  of  light  dues  paid 

yearly  on  certain  ships,  App.  604. 

4.  Northern  Lights  : 

All  the  Scotch  Commissioners,  as  well  as  the  Trustees  of  the  Trinity-house,  profess  to 

charge  only  for  those  lights  which  vessels  pass,  J.  Mitchell  902 By  the  Act  of  1836  the 

Commissioners  of  Northern  Lights  ceased  to  have  any  power  to  abate  their  light  dues, 

Cuningham  2622 Way  in  which  the  Act  prevents  them,  ib.  2G23 There  is  au 

intention  at  the  present  moment  of  lowering  the  general  duties  on  lights  ; grounds  upon 
which  and  extent  to  which  the  reduction  is  proposed  to  be  made,  ib.  2794-2797.  2800, 

2801 In  all  cases  where  the  application  for  abatement,  in  which  the  duties  of  the 

other  Boards  are  concerned,  reference  is  made  to  those  Boards  before  any  decision  is 
come  to,  ib. ,2907-2909 When  the  Northern  Light  Commissioners  make  any  altera- 

tions in  their  charges  no  report  is  made  to  the  Trinity-house  or  Ballast  Board,  unless  it 

involves  their  dues,  ib.  3005-3007 There  are  not  at  the  present  time  any  questions 

before  the  Board  of  Northern  Light  Commissioners  as  to  the  reduction  of  the  charges 
for  light  dues,  ib.  3025-3029. 

Abstract  showing  the  gross  and  net  amount  of  the  dues  in  the  year  1843,  App.  5°4 
Return  showing  the  gross  receipts,  amount  paid  for  collection,  incidental  expenses, 
and  the  net  revenue  received  at  each  place  where  dues  are  collected,  ib.  504 — — 
Copies  of  all  applications  made  by  the  Commissioners  of  Northern  Lights  to  the  Queen  in 
Council  for  a reduction  of  light  duties  levied  by  them  under  the  Act  6 & 7 Will.  4,  c.  79; 

s.  57,  ib.  525 Report  of  the  Committee  appointed  to  consider  of  reductions  of  dues,  8cc. 

as  recommended  in  the  accountant’s  report,  ib.  527. 

Report  by  the  accountant  to  the  Commissioners  of  the  Northern  Lighthouses,  with 
returns  of  over-sea  and  of  coasting  trade,  in  number  of  ships  and  tonnage,  in  the  years 
1841,  1842,  and  1843,  with  the  amount  paid  for  each  light,  and  the  amount  of  surplus 
and  of  deficiency,  App.  530-54° Supplementary  report  by  the  accountant,  distin- 

guishing the  amount  of  dues  received  from  the  coasting  and  from  the  over-sea  trade  in 

the  years  1841,  1842,  and  1843,16.  540 Return  of  the  aggregate  number  of  vessels 

for 
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Report,  1845 — continued. 


Light  Dues — continued. 

4.  northern  Lights — continued. 

for  which  light  dues  have  been  paid  to  the  Northern  Lights  at  each  port  in  Scotland, 
Ireland,  England  and  Wales,  in  the  year  1843  ; distinguishing  the  number  of  entries  of 

vessels  in  each  kingdom,  App.  568 Allusion  to  the  foregoing  by  the  Committee, 

Rep.  xxi -Return  of  the  amount  of  tonnage  on  which  light  duties  have  been  paid  to 

the  Commissioners  of  Northern  Lighthouses  on  voyages  between  the  ports  of  London 

and  Aberdeen,  and  Dundee,  in  the  five  years  1840  to  1844,  ib.& 77 Light  dues  levied 

by  the  Northern  Light  Commissioners  in  1843;  distinguishing  the  amount  paid  by  the 
coasting  and  the  over-sea  trades,  and  also  the  amount  paid  by  foreign  and  by  British 

ships,  ib.  578 Return  showing  the  net  amount  of.  light  dues  received  in  the  three 

years  1831,  1832,  and  1833,  and  the  three  years  1841,  1842,  and  1843,  ib. 

See  also  Abolition  of  Dues.  Collection  of  Dues.  Committee  of  1834.  Exemption 
from  Dues.  Fixed  Charges.  Payment  of  Light  Dues.  Pilotage.  Reduction 
of  Light  Dues.  Shipping  Interest,  2.  Small  Cargoes.  Steam  Vessels.  Table 
of  Light  Dues.  Tonnage  Rate.  Uniformity  of  Rates. 


Light  Establishments  (Trinity-house).  Return  of  the  expense  of  maintenance  of  each  of 
the  light  establishments  belonging  to  the  Corporation  of  the  Trinity-house,  under  different 
heads  of  charge,  in  the  year  1843,  App.  408-41 1. 


Light-keepers.  Wages  paid  to  the  lighthouse-keepers  at  Liverpool,  Lord  41 72-4 175 

The  salaries  of  the  light-keepeis  in  Ireland  are  fixed  salaries  ; they  are  checked  by 
Mr.  Bigger,  the  comptroller,  and  are  submitted  to  the  Boaid  previously  to  payment. 

Hatpin  ft 053,  5054- Alterations  made  by  the  Ballast  Board  in  the  instructions  given 

to  the  light-keepers  in  Ireland,  Vereker  and  Balpin  5070-5076 Number  of  light- 

keepers,  and  masters  and  mates;  also  pay  and  allowances,  1845,  App.  477 Instruc- 
tions to  light-keepers  as  to  the  maintenance  of  lights,  ib. Instructions  to  light- 

beepers  in  the  use  of  barometers,  &c.  ib.  478 Victualling  regulations,  1845,  as 

respects  light-vessels,  ib.  479. 

Mode  in  which  witness  obtains  information  if  the  keepers  of  the  Northern  lighthouses 

behave  ill  or  negligently,  Stevenson  1462,  1463 Complaints  against  them  from  the 

visiting  officers  are  rare,  ib. Course  pursued  when  complaints  are  made  against  the 

light-keepers,  ib.  1476-1480 The  chief  alteration  made  in  the  duties  of  the  light 

house-keepers  since  1834  has  been  in  the  time  of  lighting,  ib.  1680 Training  under 

which  the  lighthouse-keepers  are  placed,  ib.  1768. 

See  also  Instructions  to  Light-keepers. 


Light-vessels.  Number  of  the  crew  of  each  light-vessel ; their  respective  duties ; mode  in 
which  paid  and  provisioned;  rate  and  wages;  class  of  men  selected  for  these  duties, 

Berber t 608-631 Mode  in  which  the  drifting  of  the  light-vessel  is  ascertained,  ib. 

632 As  far  as  it  is  in  his  power,  the  agent  is  required  morning  and  evening  to  observe 

whether  the  floating  vessel  is  in  her  station,  ib.  632-644 The  Liverpool  arrangements 

with  respect  to  the  light-ships  could  not  be  better  than  they  are.  Lord  4295-4300. 

4320-4331 The  North-west  light-ship  at  Liverpool  is  of  iron,  built  under  witness’s 

direction;  she  rides  extremely  well,  ib.  4301-4302 Difference  in  the  cost  between 

iron  and  wood,  ib.  4303- 

See  also  Formhj  Light-vessel.  Moorings  of  Light-vessels.  North-west  Light- 
ship. 


Lighthouse  Committee  (Trinity-house).  One  committee  of  the  Trinity  Board  is  the  com- 
mittee  for  lighthouses,  consisting  of  four  members ; mode  in  which  appointed,  Herbert 

40,-440 Names  of  the  members  of  the  present  committee,  th.  440— -i heir  special 

duties  are  to  attend  to  ail  subjects  connected  with  lighthouses,  especially  the  supply 
of  stores,  ib.  441 The  lighthouse  committee  has  also  the  superintendence  ot  the  stand- 
ing beacons  ind  floating  buoys  ; number  of  these,  ib.  487,  488 Further  evidence  as 

to  the  duties  of  the  lighthouse  committee,  ib.  536-549' 

See  also  Ballast  Board  (Dublin),  2.  ■ 


Lightning  Conductor,.  Absurdity  of  the  practice  adopted  by  the  Trinity-house  of  having 
° .1  c.  -r  coo  oltnue  thft  vane.  Cordon  42Q2-4SQQ— Ub- 


ilass  propellers  on 'the  top  of  ihe  lighthouses  above  the  vane,  Gordon  439^4399-—' 
servations  upon  a statement  which- has  been  made  upon  the  subject  of  the  lighten^  t 
doctors  in  use  at  the  lighthouses  of  the  Trinity-house  Herbert  «o7~Copy  of  a sh„.. 
correspondence  on  the  subject,  including  a report  made i by  Mr.  baraday  and  Mr.  Walter, 

- ib.  4707,  4708 Report  of  Mr.  Jamfs  Walker  and  Mr.  Faraday  and  correspondence 

on  the  subject  of  fixing  lightning  conductors  to  lighthouses,  App.  4»o. 

Lights.  Comparison  of  the  number  of  lights  in  1834  and  1844?  ^-eP-  .^T”  .Ahv°  whom 
the  number  of  public  general  lights  maintamed  in  the  Un.ted  Kingdom,  by  whom 
held”  amouni  o/light  dues  received  ; charge  for  collection ; .mount  expended  m mam- 

tenance,  and  net  surplus  in  1843,  ib.  xxii -Numbei  0 pu  g dues’ collected  ■ 

floating,  in  the  year  1832  in  the  United  Kingdom  ; gross  amount  of  light  dues  collected^ 

0.36.  5 A 3 ^ 
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Report,  1845 — continued. 


Lights — continued . 

expense  of  collection  and  expense  of  maintenance,  in  1843,  Rep.  xxii The  Trinity 

Board  waters  and  grounds  are  evidently  better  lighted  than  others,  Denham  3034 

The  same  characteristic  extends  to  the  Ballast  Board  lights  and  the  Northern  Commis- 
sioners’ lights,  ib. Witness  does  not  contemplate  the  removal  of  the  lights,  Ogilby 

gigo He  merely  wishes  to  get  rid  of  part  of  the  expense,  ib.  3I01 -List  of  the 

lighthouses  and  light-vessels  belonging  to  the  Trinity-house,  showing  the  number  of  bur- 
ners in  each  ; the  character  of  the  light ; comparative  number  in  1834  and  1845,  and 
increase,  App.  482-484 List  of  lighthouses  on  the  coasts  of  Great  Britain  and  Ire- 

land, from  the  list,  corrected  to  1844, in  the  Hydrographer’s  office,  ib.  485. 

See  also  Aberdeen  Steam  Navigation  Company.  Admiralty,  The.  America,  1. 
Applications  for  Lights.  Bembridge  Light.  Catoptric  Lamps.  Cocklegat 
Light.  ■ Corsewall  Light.  Crosby  Light.  Cumbray  Lighthouse.  Dioptric 
Light.  Dungenees  Lighthouse.  Eddystone  Lighthouse.  Efficiency  of  the 
Lights.  Erection  of  Lighthouses.  Exhibition  of  Lights.  Flashing  Lights. 
Floating  Lights.  Foreign  Lights.  Fresnel’s  Lens.  Gib-altar  Light. 
Girdleriess  Light.  Gull  Stream  Light.  Harwich  Lights.  Hunstanton  Light. 
Income  Tax  ° Inspection  of  Lights.  Iron  Lighthouses.  Leasowe  Light- 
house. Longships  Light.  Maintenance  of  Lights.  Management  of  Lights. 
Navy,  The.  Northern  Light  Commissioners.  Position  of  Lighthouses.  Pur- 
chase of  Lights.  Revolving  Lights.  Skerries  Lighthouse.  Slterryvore  Light. 
Smalls  Lighthouse.  Spurn  Light.  Stamford  Light.  Surveys.  Swin 
Light.  Variation  of  Lights. 


Little  Ross  Light.  See  Inspection  of  Lights. 

Liverpool.  There  are  some  harbour  lights  at  Liverpool  amalgamated  with  the  dock  dues; 

these  maybe  looked  upon  as  private  lights,  Sir  J.  Pelly  82-85 Reference  to  the 

local  lights  at  Liverpool;  by  whom  managed  ; number  of  lights  ; how  charged  upon  the 

shipping,  Aikin  3684-3706.  3712-3719 The  expense  of  the  lighthouses  011  shore 

varies  considerably,  according  to  the  number  of  burners ; expense  of  the  Rock  lighthouse, 

which  is  the  largest,  Lord  4184-4187 The  lights  are  burned  from  sunset  to  sunrise, 

averaging  during  the  year  about  twelve  hours,  ib.  4200-4202 Average  expense  of  the 

North-west  light-ship,  ib.  4203-4209 The  charges  for  the  Liverpool  local  lights  are 

much  lower  than  those  of  the  Trinity-house,  ib.  4237,  4238. 

Cost  of  the  collection  of  the  light  dues  in  Liverpool,  Sir  J.  Pelly  and  Mr.  Herbert, 

102-112.119-122. 124-127 Further  evidence  as  to  the  expense  of  collecting  the  light 

dues  at  Liverpool,  Herbert  755-782.  789-820 Proportion  the  lighthouse  dues  paid  by 

the  port  of  Liverpool  bear  to  the  whole  of  the  light  dues  of  the  United  Kingdom,  Aikin 

3583.  3587-3589 Stores  furnished  for  the  Liverpool  lights,  and  inode  in  which 

furnished,  Lord  4161-4171. 

Evidence  with  respect  to  the  dock  dues  at  Liverpool,  Chapman  3779-3781 Number 

of  members  of  which  the  dock  committee  is  composed  ; how  elected  ; there  are  several 
nautical  men  among  them,  Lord  4240-4246. 

General  good  management  of  the  port  of  Liverpool  with  respect  to  the  lights,  Washington 

4528 At  Liverpool  the  light-ships,  buoys  and  beacons  cannot  be  moved  without 

application  being  made  to  the  Trinity-house  ; applications  are  always  attended  to,  Lord 

4340-4343 Extract  from  the  Admiralty  sailing  directions  for  the  coast  of  Wales, 

published  by  the  Hydrographer  to  the  Admiralty,  in  1840,  in  corroboration  of  witness's 
evidence  with  respect  to  the  efficiency  of  the  Liverpool  lights,  ib.  4344. 

Two  petitions  have  been  sent  from  Liverpool  respecting  the  lighthouse  dues,  one  from 

the  Shipowners’ Association,  signed  by  the  chairman  and  deputy  chairman,  Aikin  3584 

The  other  is  signed  by  all  the  leading  firms  in  the  town;  proportion  of  the  shipowners 

who  have  signed  it,  ib.  3584,  3585 The  shipowners  of  Liverpool  are  quite  willing  to 

pay  their  fair  proportion  for  the  construction  and  maintenance  of  the  lights,  Chapman 

3726.  3783,  3784 Explanation  as  to  liow  two  petitions  originated  in  Liverpool,  one 

from  the  underwriters,  merchants,  and  shipowners,  and  the  other  from  shipowners  only, 

Aikin  4150 Proportion  of  the  whole  of  the  shipowners  of  Liverpool  who  have  signed 

the  latter  petition,  ib.  4151. 

Return  of  the  lights  paid  to  the  Trinity-house  by  British  vessels  when  reporting  and 
clearing  at  the  port  of  Liverpool ; also  lights  paid  to  the  dock  company,  Chapmanls  Eo., 

p.  234 -Statement  of  light  dues  payable  in  Liverpool,  as  per  classes  of  voyages,  per 

Act  of  Parliament,  Lords  Ev.p.  263 Statement  showing  the  amount  of  dues  received 

by  the  Liverpool  dock  company  for  lighthouse  dues,  App.  639 Expenses  of  lighthouses 

for  three  years,  1842,  1843,  and  1 844,  ib.  640 Expenses  of  floating  light-vessels  for  the 

same  years,  ib.  641 Returns  relative  to  lighthouses  and  light-ships,  showing  the 

number  and  salaries  of  keepers,  number  of  burners,  charge  of  maintenance  of  each  light- 
house and  light-ship,  ib. Rate  of  lighthouse  and  floating  light  dues,  ib.  642- -List 

of  light-ships,  lighthouses,  and  stations,  and  number  of  burners,  8tc.,  ib.  643 Papers 

and  correspondence  relative  to  Captain  Denham’s  proceedings  in  his  capacity  of  marine 

surveyor. 
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Liverpool — conti  nued . 

surveyor,  7 January  1839,  App.  643-650 Agreement  entered  into  by  the  dock  commit- 

tee, 2 January  1842,  with  the  directors  ofthe  steam-tug  company,  for  towing  the  life-boats 
to  wrecks,  to.  650. 

See  also  Charities,  2.  Collection  of  Dues,  I.  2.  Crosby  Light.  Denham,  Captain. 
Freights.  Leasowe  Lighthouse.  Light  Keepers.  Light  Vessels.  Moorings  of 
Light  Vessels.  North- 1\  est  Light  Ship.  Oil.  Petitions.  Skipping  Interest,  1. 
Steam  Vessels,  1. 


Local  Lights.  How  far  the  recommendation  of  the  Committee  of  1834,  that  the  Trinity- 
Board  should  have  a general  control  of  all  the  harbour  and  local  lights,  has  been  carried 

out,  Sir  J.  Petty  134-136 This  suggestion  was  made  with  a view  to  preventing  their 

interfering  with  the  public  lights,  ib. -See  also  Harbour  or  Local  Lights. 

Longships  Light.  Principle  upon  which  this  light  was  purchased,  it  being  under  lease 

from  the  Trinity-house,  Sir  J.  Petty  43-45 Correspondence  relative  to  the  purchase 

thereof,  by  the  Trinity-house,  App.  455,  et  seq See  also  Clayton,  Mr. 

London  and  Aberdeen.  Amount  of  tonnage  on  which  light  dues  have  been  paid  to  the  Com- 
missioners of  Northern  Lights,  on  voyages  between  London  and  Aberdeen,  in  the  years 
1840  to  1844,  App.  577. 


London  and  Dundee.  Amount  of  tonnage  on  which  light  dues  have  been  paid  to  the  Coni- 
misioners  of  Northern  Lights,  on  voyages  between  London  and  Dundee,  in  the  years  1840 
to  1844,  App.  577. 

Lord,  Lieutenant  William,  r.n.  (Analysis  of  his  Evidence.)— Marine  surveyor  to  the 

Liverpool  dock  trustees,  and  lieutenant  in  the  navy,  4152-4154 Has  been  employed 

under  the  Admiralty  for  the  last  23  years  in  the  surveying  service  ; during  that  period  has 
had  an  opportunity  of  observing  the  lights  on  the  different  parts  of  the  coast  of  the 

United  Kingdom,  4155,4156 The  lights  generally  are  extremely  efficient,  and  the 

management  very  good,  4156-4160 Stores  furnished  for  the  Liverpool  lights,  and 

modem  which  furnished,  4161-4171 Wages  paid  to  the  lighthouse-keepers,  4172- 

4175 Explanation  respecting  the  expenditure  for  the  Crosby  light,  4176-4183 The 

expense  ofthe  lighthouses  on  shore  varies  considerably  according  to  the  number  of  burners ; 

expense  of  the  Rock  lighthouse,  which  is  the  largest,  4184-4187 Expense  of  the 

Leasowe  lighthouse,  4188.4197-4199 Quantity  of  oil  used  in  the  Liverpool  light- 
houses; how  tested  and  kept;  variation  in  the  price, 4189-41 96 The  lights  are  burned 

from  sunset  to  sunrise,  averaging  during  the  year  about  twelve  hours,  4200-4202 

Average  expense  ofthe  North-west  lightship,  4203-4209. 

Efficiency  and  security  of  the  floating  vessels,  as  regards  their  moorings,  4210-4216 

There  are  no  complaints  of  the  lights,  4217 Grounds  for  forming  the  opinion  that 

men-of-war  ought  not  to  pay  the  light  dues;  the  naval  services  of  the  country  ought  to 

he  exempted  from  dues  of  every  description,  4218.  4220-4227 Yachts  ought  also 

to  be  exempted,  4219 The  light  dues  on  the  commercial  shipping  are  ultimately 

charged  on  the  goods  imported,  and  thus  fall  on  the  consumer,  4228-4233 Steamers 

ought  not  to  be  exempted,  4234 Neither  ought  coasters;  they  derive  as  much  advan- 
tage as  any  other  class  of  vessels,  4235 The  lights  ought  not  to  be  maintained  out  of 

the  public  revenue ; those  who  derive  the  benefit  ought  to  pay  for  them,  4.236 The 

charges  for  the  Liverpool  local  lights  are  much  lower  than  those  of  the  Trinity-house, 

4237,4238 Light  dues  payable  in  Liverpool,  as  per  classes  of  voyages,  per  Act  of 

Parliament,  p.  263 Number  of  members  of  which  the  dock  committee  is  composed; 

how  elected  ; there  are  several  nautical  men  among  them,  4240-4246-  Further  evidence 
as  to  the  moorings  of  the  light  vessels,  and  with  respect  to  testing  the  cables,  4247-4294. 

4311-4319 the  Liverpool  arrangements  with  respect  to  the  light  ships  could  not  be 

better  than  they  are,  4295-4300.  4320-4331. 

The  North-west  Lightship  is  of  iron,  built  under  witness’s  direction;  she  rides  extremely 

well;  4301,  4302 Difference  in  the  cost  between  iron  and  wood,  4303“ — Lghts 

erected  'by  the  Admiralty  for  which  no  charge  is  made,  4304-4310 Flashing  lights 

are  good  in  some  cases,  but  it  would  not  be  advantageous  to  adopt  them  entirely,  4332- 

4334 The  lights  are  very  efficiently  managed  by  the  'I  rinity-house,  the  Irish  Ballast 

Board,  and  the  Northern  Light  Commissioners;  witness  is  not  prepared  to  suggest  any 

improvements  in  the  system,  4335-4338 A revolving  light  is  the  best  light  for  a 

narrow  channel,  4339 It  produces  a greater  effect  than  a fixed  light,  4339,  4340 


hydrographer  to  the  Admiralty  in  1843.  in  corroboration  of  witness’s  evidence  with 
respect  to  the  efficiency  of  the  Liverpool  lights,  4344- 

0.36.  5 a 4 ■Lor* 
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Report,  1 845 — continued. 


Lord,  Lieutenant,  r.  n.  Captain  Denham’s  narrative  of  his  proceedings  atLiverpoo],  between 
the  7th  and  14th  January  1839,  referred  to  in  the  evidence  of  Lieut.  W.  Lord  (Quest.  4279), 
App.  643 Letter,  dated  9 July  1845,  from  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  to  Lieu- 

tenant Lord,  respecting  further  explanation  of  answers  to  Questions  4248  and  4300,  ib.  648 

Answer  of  Lieutenant  Lord  thereto,  dated  10  July  1845,  ib.  649 Resolution  of 

the  dock  committee,  dated  24th  January  1839,  referred  to  in  Question  4279,16 . 

Agreement  referred  to  by  Lieutenant  Lord  at  Question  4300,  650. 

Love,  Captain.  See  Agents. 

Lowestoft.  See  Screw  Piles. 


M‘Kiernon,  Mr.  See  Buny  Pert  (Pembury). 

MeLymon,  M r.  See  Drew  8f  M‘Lymon,  Messrs. 

M‘Murchy,  Archibald.  (Analysis  of  his  Evidence.)— One  of  the  magistrates  of  Campbel- 
town, a shipowner  and  part  owner  of  steam-boats  ; appears  to  support  the  allegations  in 
the  petition  from  Campbeltown  which  has  been  presented  to  The  House,  2541-2544 

Observations  generally  upon  the  present  lighthouse  system  of  Scotland,  2545-2547 

Objection  to  the  dues  for  the  Pladda  light  being  exacted  from  the  steamers  plying 

between  Campbeltown  and  Glasgow;  they  derive  no  benefit  whatever  from  it,  it  is 

scarcely  seen,  2545.  2574-2578 Application  has  been  made  for  a series  of  years  by 

the  magistrates  of  Campbeltown  to  the  Commissioners  of  Northern  Lights  to  get  a 
lighthouse  erected  on  the  island  of  Devar,  at  the  entrance  of  Campbeltown  harbour, 

2548-2551 Shipwrecks  have  taken  place  in  that  neighbourhood,  but  not  lately,  2552- 

2554 Since  the  last  application  no  additional  lights  have  been  put  up  in  the  neigh- 

bourhood by  the  Commissioners  of  Northern  Lights,  but  the  magistrates  of  Campbel- 
town themselves  erected  a light  within  the  harbour,  which  leads  in ; use  of  this  light, 

2555-2559 Vessels  going  from  Glasgow  to  Campbeltown  would  benefit  by  a light 

upon  the  island  of  Devar,  and  would  not  object  to  pay  for  it,  2560-2572 A vessel 

of  any  tonnage  or  depth  of  water  can  enter  the  port  of  Campbeltown  at  all  times  of  the 

tide,  2573 The  rate  of  charge  for  the  lights  which  is  now  generally  exacted  from  the 

shipping  interest  is  too  high,  2579. 

M'Murdo,  Mr.  D.  V.  Letter  from,  dated  19  May  1835,  to  Charles  Cuningham,  clerk  to 
the  Commissioners  of  Northern  Lights,  enclosing  application  relative  to  the  dues  levied 

on  a steamer  plying  between  Islay  andTarbet,  App.  519 Letter  to  Mr.  C.  Cuningham, 

dated  22  July  1835,  relative  to  certain  steamers  plying  between  Glasgow  and  various 
places,  ib. 

Madeira  Packets.  The  light  dues  operate  as  a very,  heavy  tax  upon  the  sailing  packets 

trading  to  Madeira,  Rayden  4905,4906 Average  annual  amount  of  the  freight  by  the 

packets;  amount  of  the  light  dues,  16.4907-4911 Competition  with  steam-boats  in 

the  trade  to  Madeira  ; reduction  in  fares  and  freight  caused  thereby,  ib.  4912-4917. 

Mail  Service.  See  Peninsular  and  Oriental  Steam  Navigation  Company. 

Maintenance  of  Lights: 

1.  Suggestions  and  Recommendations  that  the  Lights  should  be  maintained 

at  the  Public  Expense. 

2.  Objections  to  such  Propositions. 

3.  Suggestions  that  no  more  should  be  charged  for  the  Lights  than  is  abso- 

lutely necessary  to  maintain  them. 

4.  Great  Reductions  which  might  be  made  in  the  Cost  of  Maintenance. 

5.  Comparative  Cost  of  Maintenance  of  the  English,  Irish,  and  Northern 

Lights,  and  of  the  English  and  Foreign  Lights. 

6.  Papers  laid  before  the  Committee. 

1.  Suggestions  and  Recommendations  that  the  Lights  should  be  maintained  at  the 

Public  Expense ; 

The  question  whether  the  expense  of  maintaining  the  lighthouses  of  the  United 
Kingdom  should  be  defrayed  out  of  the  public  Treasury,  by  annual  vote  of  Parliament, 
considered  ; circumstances  affecting  the  question  elucidated.  Rep.  xx,  xxi Recom- 

mendation of  the  Committee  “ That  all  expenses  for  the  erection  and  maintenance  of 
lighthouses,  buoys,  &c.  on  the  coasts  of  the  United  Kingdom  be  henceforth  defrayed 
out  of  the  public  revenue,  and  that  the  debt  incurred  by  the  Trinity-house  under  autho- 
rity of  6 817  Will.  4,  c.  79,  in  purchasing  the  rights  of  private  individuals  for  their  leases 
and  possessions  of  lighthouses,  be  taken  upon  itself  by  the  Government,”  ib.  xxi— ~ 
Opinion  of  the  Committee  “That  the  relief  to  the  shipping,  the  benefit  to  the  coasting 

trade, 
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Report,  1845 — continued. 


Maintenance  of  Lights — continued. 

1-  Suggestions  that  Lights  should  he  maintained  at  the  Public  Expense — continued, 
trade,  and  the  advantage  to  the  naval  service,  by  taking  off  the  light  dues  altogether 
from  the  commercial  shipping,  and  paying  the  expense  of  maintenance  from  the  Treasury 
would  be  great,  and  is  most  desirable  to  be  effected,”  Rep.  xxx Witness  has  never  con- 

templated the  idea  of  being  without  lights;  it  is  only  the  charge  for  lights  to  which  he 

objects;  they  ought  to  be  paid  for  by  the  public  at  large,  A.  Anderson  1830-1834 If 

they  were  so  maintained  the  public  would  pay  directly  a much  smaller  sum  than  they 

now  pay  indirectly,  ib.  1833 It  would  be  a very  great  improvement  that  the  whole 

expense  should  be  borne  by  Government,  as  it  is  in  most  other  countries,  Washington 
2292.  2295-2297. 

The  lights  might  be  more  efficiently  and  economically  managed,  if  they  were  maintained 

out  of  the  public  treasury,  Marshall  3278 Way  in  which  witness  proposes  this  to  be 

done, 3278-3288, ib. The  whole  of  the  lights  should  be  at  the  national  expense,  the  com- 
munity generally  benefiting  by  them,  Phillipps  3401-3407 Statement  in  the  petition 

signed  by  witness  and  his  colleagues,  that  me  lights  ought  to  be  charged  ou  t of  the 
Consolidated  Fund;  grounds  for  forming  this  opinion,  Williams 4109-4115.  4121. 

2.  Objections  to  such  Propositions  : 

■ Witness  does  not  concur  in  that  part  of  the  petition  from  the  shipowners  of  Liverpool, 

stating  that  the  lights  should  be  maintained  at  the  national  expense,  Chapman  3806 

Witness  would  object  to  the  lights  being  paid  for  by  Government,  R.  Anderson  3920 

The  lights  ought  not  to  be  maintained  out  of  the  public  revenue  ; those  who  derive  the 
benefit  ought  to  pay  for  them,  Lord  4236. 

3.  Suggestion  that  no  more  should  be  charged  for  the  Lights  than  is  absolutely 

necessary  to  maintain  them : 

The  amount  levied  for  light  dues  should  be  confined  to  the  actual  expenditure  for 

maintaining  the  lights,  subject  to  the  charge  of  management,  J.  Mitchell  910,  911 

Statement  in  the  petition  of  the  general  association  of  steam-shipowners  of  London,  that 
there  is  a large  balance  beyond  that  which  is  requisite  to  maintain  the  lights,  A.  Anderson 
1859 the  light  dues  are  to  be  charged,  no  more  should  be  raised  than  is  abso- 
lutely necessary  to  maintain  the  lights,  ib.  i860 The  shipowners  of  Shields  would  be 

better  satisfied  if  the  amount  of  dues  levied  were  merely  adequate  to  pay  for  the  main- 
tenance of  the  lights,  Straker  2010-2018 This  would  be  the  next  good  thing  to  the 

whole  being  remitted,  ib. 

Suggestion  that  if  the  shipping  is  still  to  pay  the  lights,  the  actual  expenditure  should 
be  ascertained,  and  no  more  levied  on  the  ships  than  the  actual  sum  necessary  to  keep 

them  up,  ib.  2046-2049 The  shipowners  of  the  port  of  Shields  are  willing  to  pay  for 

the  lights  they  use,  as  much  as  shall  maintain  them  in  an  efficient  state,  ib.  2053— — 
The  amount  of  dues  levied  for  lights  should  be  confined  solely  to  that  which  is  requisite 

to  maintain  those  lights,  Washington  2289-2291 The  sum  levied  for  lights  is  much 

greater  than  is  necessary  to  maintain  them  ; the  surplus  is  applied  to  charitable  purposes  ; 

this  applies  merely  to  the  Trinity-house,  Marshall  3251-3254 Objection  of  the  Dundee, 

Perth,  and  London  Shipping  Company  to  pay  more  than  is  necessary  to  maintain  the 

lights,  ib.  3251.  3255,3256 Very  great  ignorance  exists  upon  the  subject  of  lights, 

Aikin  3586 People  formerly  complained  of  the  amount,  but  did  not  know  that  any 

sum  was  levied  greater  than  was  necessary  to  maintain  them,  ib.  3586. 

4.  Great  Reduction  which  might  be  made  in  the  Cost  of  Maintenance: 

Every  possible  reduction  of  the  expenses  ought  to  be  made  consistent  with  the  efficiency 

of  the  lights,  and  the  comforts  of  the  attendants.  Rep.  xxviii Opinion  that  the  lights 

of  England  could  be  maintained  at  about  one-third  of  the  expense  now  exacted;  data 

Upon  which  this  opinion  is  formed,  J.  Mitchell  872-878 Statement  in  the  petitions 

of  the  general  steam-shipowners  of  London,  that  under  proper  and  economical  manage- 
ment the  lights  might  be  maintained  at  less  cost,  A.  Anderson  1867-1883.  1886-—  State- 
ment of  facts  in  support  of  this  assertion  in  the  case  of  the  proposed  light  at  Suez,  and 

of  the  existing  light  at  Bembridge,  ib,  1867-1883.  1886 Explanation  respecting  a 

statement  made  in  the  petition,  that  if  the  entire  management  of  the  coast  lights  were 
placed  under  an  efficient  Board,  responsible  for  their  management,  the  cost  of  maintaining 

the  lights  would  be  greatly  lessened,  ib.  1887-1890 The  lights  on  the  coast  of 

England  might  be  maintained  at  one-half  of  the  amount  of  dues  at  present  received, 

Washington  ^241 1-2413 So  long  as  the  charge  of  maintaining  the  lights  is  speci- 

fically  placed  upon  shipping,  the  shipping  is  entitled  to  receive  the  benefit  of  such 

lights  at  the  most  economical  rate,  Young  2490 Inference  drawn  by  witness  from  v*n°u* 

published  Parliamentary  documents  that  the  charge  upon  the  shipping  might  be  reduced 
without  any  diminution  of  the  efficiency  of  the  lights,  ib.  2490,  2491  -Particulars  in 
which  reductions  might  be  made,  ib.  2492. 

0.36.  5 B W 
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■Report,  1845 — continued. 


Maintenance  of  Lights— continued. 

4.  Great  Reduction  which  might  be  made  in  the  Cost  of  Maintenance — continued. 

If  the  lights  were  under  some  public  Board,  where  there  would  not  be  so  many 
different  receivers,  they  would  be  able  to  be  managed  for  less  money,  Ogilby  3168-317! 

The  lights  are  very  efficiently  maintained,  Williams  4138,  4139 Evidence  in 

support  of  an  assertion  made  by  witness  in  his  former  examination  that  the  English 
lights  might  be  maintained  at  a less  expense  than  one-half  of  the  present  gross  receipts 

of  the  Trinity-house,  Washington  4474-4492 Generally  speaking,  no  expense  or 

labour  is  spared  at  the  Trinity-house  to  obtain  the  best  materials,  and  to  exhibit  the 

lights  to  the  best  advantage,  ib.  4512 Still  the  same  degree  of  efficiency  might  be 

maintained  at  half  the  sum,  ib.  4512-4514. 

5.  Comparative  Cost  of  Maintenance  of  the  English,  Irish,  and  Northern  Lights, 

and  of  the  English  and  Foreign  Lights  : 

Difficulty  of  ascertaining  correctly  how  far  the  several  expenses  for  the  buildings,  fit- 
tings, stores,  attendants,  wages,  &c.  are  regulated  with  due  economy  or  not  ; comparison 
with  Fiance  and  the  United  States,  Rep.  xxviii Comparative  statement  of  the  num- 

ber of  lighthouses  and  burners ; average  charge  per  burner  and  per  lighthouse  in  England, 

Scotland,  and  Ireland,  in  each  of  the  years' 1843  and  1 844,  ib.  xxx Actual  amount 

paid  annually  for  the  maintenance  of  the  northern  lights,  exclusive  of  all  other  charges, 

' Cvninoham  2798,  2799 Way  in  which  the  funds  are  raised  for  the  maintenance  of  the 

lights  in  the  United  States,  in  France,  and  in  Russia,  Aihin  3632-3634 Comparative 

view  of  the  cost  of  maintaining  English,  French,  and  American  lights  and  light  vessels, 

Washington  4474 Remarks  upon  the  comparison  drawn  by  Captain  Washington 

between  the  cost  of  maintaining  the  lights  in  the  United  States  and  in  England, 

Herbert  4731 Observations  upon  a statement  made  by  Mr.  Alan  Stevenson  as.  to 

the  comparative  cGst  of  each  burner  in  Scotland  and  England,  ib.  4732. 

6.  Papers  laid  before  the  Committee  1 

Ireland.— Abstract  return  of  the  charge  incurred  on  account  of  the  maintenance  of 
each  lighthouse,  distinguished  under  different  heads  of  expenditure,  in  each  of  the  years 

1834  to  1843,  both  inclusive,  App.  543 Abstract  return  of  the  actual  charge  incurred 

for  the  maintenance  of  each  lighthouse  in  each  of  the  ten  years,  1834  t0  1843, distinguish- 
ing the  different  heads  of  charge,  ib.  588 Abstract  of  the  annual  expense  for  the 

maintenance  of  the  lighthouses  in  1833  compared  with  1843,  exclusive  of  repairs  and 
new  works,  ib.  599 Statement  of  the  average  annual  expense  of  maintaining  a light- 

house, deducting  average  from  total  number  of  Irish  lighthouses,  ib.  684. 

Northern  Lights. — Abstract  return  of  the  actual  charge  of  each  lighthouse  for  the  year 

1843,  under  different  heads  of  expenditure,  App.  542 Return  of  the  annual  expense 

of  the  maintenance  of  the  lighthouses  in  1 833  compared  with  the  same  in  1843,  ib. 

See  also  America,  2.  Ballast  Hoard  (Dublin),  1.  Central  Board. . Charities. 
Consolidated  Fund.  Foreign  Lights.  France.  Gibraltar  Light.  Govern- 
ment, The.  Light  Hues,  1 . Prussia.  Screw  Piles.  Steam  Vessels,  3. 
Tonnage  Rate,  1. 

Man,  Isle  of.  List  of  lighthouses  on  the  coast  of  the  Isle  of  Man,  1844,  App.  488 ■ 

List  of  the  lights  on  the  Isle  of  Man  in  1845,  ib.  579 Return  of  the  number  and 

description  of  lights,  and  means  of  support  thereof,  &e.  at  each  of  the  harbours  of  the 
Isle  of  Man,  ib.  674. 

Management  of  Lights.  Difference  in  the  mode  of  conducting  the  lighthouses  under  the 
Trinity  Board,  and  those  under  the  Commissioners  of  Northern  Lights,  Washington 

2298-2307 Witness  has  no  complaints  to  make  of  the  management  of  the  lighthouses 

upon  the  coast  of  England,  ib.  2383,  2384 He  has  repeatedly  stated  their  extreme 

brilliancy  and  efficiency,  ib.  2384 Upon  the  whole  they  are  extremely  well  managed 

as  to  the  lighting,  ib.  2385,  2386 The  shipowners  are  well  satisfied  with  the  lights 

themselves,  and  think  the  management  of  them  judicious,  Young  2495 There  should 

be  one  uniform  system  in  England,  Scotland,  and  Ireland  for  the  management  of  the 
lights,  both  as  regards  the  charges,  the  mode  of  placing  and  exhibiting  them,  and  carry- 
ing on  the  business  generally,  Cuninghum  2878 The  lights  generally  on  the  coast  of 

the  United  Kingdom  are  extremely  efficient,  and  the  management  very  good,  Lord 
4156-4160. 

See  also  America,  2.  Ballast  Board  (Dublin),  2.  Boards  of  Management. 
Central  Board.  Committee  of  1834.  Consolidated  Fund.  Efficiency  of  the 
Lights.  Foreign  Lights.  France.  Government,  The.  Ireland.  Leg*’5’ 
lative  Interference.  Liverpool.  Northern  Lights,  1.  Pilotage.  Recipro- 
city Treaties.  Scotland.  Tap  River.  Tonnage  Rale,  1 . Uniformity  of 
Rate. 

Jdtqlw 
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lie  port,  184,0 — continued. 


Maplin  Sands.  The  first  woik  upon  which  witness  was  engaged,  in  conjunction  with  his 
son,  was  m laying  the  foundation,  in  1838,  for  a lighthouse  on  the  screw  principle  on  the 
Maplin  Sands,  on  the  side  of  the  West  Swin,  at  the  entrance  of  the  Thames,  A.Mitchell 

5256,  5257  Nature  of  ihe  work  which  witness  erected  there,  ib.  5258  et  seq. 

Nature  of  the  experiments  tried  by  witness;  mode  in  which  they  were  conducted,  ib. 
525°-5275—  Witness  having  made  the  experiment,  and  laid  the  foundation  of  the 
lighthouse,  the  L unity-house  took  charge  of  it,  and  a lighthouse  has  been  erected  there 
since,  ib.  5276,  5277— — It  was  completed  by  Mr.  Walker,  under  the  direction  of  the 
Trinity-house,  tb.  527®  " —Reason  for  witness  not  being  employed  to  finish  the  light- 
house, ib.  5279.  ® 

See  also  Mitchell's  Screw  Piles.  Screio  Piles. 

Marshall,  Robert.  (Analysis  of  his  Evidence.)— Manager  of  the  Dundee,  Perth,  and  Lon- 
don Shipping  Company,  3218 The  company  have  submitted  a petition  to  The  House 

respecting  the  light  dues,  3219 They  consider  the  charges  for  lights  too  much,  espe- 
cially on  their  steamers,  3220-3223 The  ports  with  which  the  company  trade  are 

London,  Leith,  Glasgow,  and  Perth,  3224 Number  of  vessels  employed  in  these 

trades  ; tonnage  of  the  steamers  employed,  3225-3228 Average  tonnage  of  the  sailing- 

vessels  in  the  JiOiidon  trade,  3229 Average  of  the  vessels  employed  in  the  Glasgow 

trade,  323°~  -Amount,  of  the  gross  freights  of  the  company’s  vessels  which  pay  the  light 
dues,  exclusive  of  the  Perth  traders,  which  do  not  pay  dues;  average  percentage  paid 

upon  this  sum  lor  light  dues,  3231-3247 Opposition  of  late  in  the  Dundee  trade; 

this  makes  the  profits  less,  and  consequently  the  burthen  of  the  light  dues  is  greater, 
3248,  3249 -—There  are  no  complaints  of  the  efficiency  of  the  lights  in  Scotland,  or 

of  those  under  the  Trinity-house,  3250' The  sum  levied  for  lights  is  much  greater 

than  is  necessary  to  maintain  them  ; the  surplus  is  applied  to  charitable  purposes ; this 

applies  merely  to  the  Trinity-house,  3251-3254 Objection  of  the  petitioners  to  pay 

more  than  is  necessary  to  maintain  the  lights,  3251.  3255,  3256. 

In  Scotland,  under  the  Northern  Light  Commissioners,  there  is  no  money  applied  to 

charitable  purposes,  3252 Objection  of  the  Dundee,  Perth,  and  London  Shipping 

Company  to  the  surplus  being  given  away  in  charity,  3256 They  provide  for  their 

own  servants  when  worn  out;  number  of  their  pensioners  at  present;  sum  allowed  them, 

3256-3265 Statement,  in  a petition  signed  by  witness,  that  the  light  dues  are  a great 

banier  to  the  extension  of  steam  navigation;  way  in  which  witness  considers  them  to  be 

80,3266-3277.3292-3309 Statement  in  witness’s  petition,  that  the  coast  lights  of 

the  United  Kingdom  might  be  more  efficiently  and  economically  managed  if  they  were 

maintained  out  of  the  public  treasury,  3278 Way  in  which  witness  proposes  this  to 

be  done,  3278-3288 Instead  of  light  dues  there  should  be  a rate  per  tonnage  on  all  the 

shipping  of  the  countiy,  levied  once  a year,  3281-3283.  3288 Cause  of  the  gross 

charge  for  light  dues  on  the  freight  earned  by  sieamers  being  greater  than  that  on  sailing 

vessels;  the  steamers  do  not  always  earn  a height,  3313-3319 The  company  are 

prevented  taking  small  cargoes  on  account  of  their  being  charged  with  the  full  light  dues, 
3320-3331. 

Martin,  Mr.,  and  James  &;  George  Burns.  Memorial  of  to  the  Commissioners  of  Northern 
Lights  ; proceedings  of  Commissioners  relative  thereto,  App.  513,  et  seq. 

Maryport  Harbour.  Letter,  dated  15th  July  1845,  from  Mr.  Robert  Hetherington,  relative 
to  the  private  lights  maintained  for  the  use  of  the  harbour,  App.  682. 

Master  of  the  Trinity-house.  The  master  and  deputy-master  of  the  Trinity-house  are  elected 
aiinually,  on  Trinity-Monday,  Herbert  4878 The  younger  brethren  vote  in  the  elec- 
tion of  the  master,  but  not  of  the  deputy,  ib.  4879-4888 Civilians  who  are  elder 

brethren  vote  for  the  master  and  deputy-master,  ib.  4896. 

Masters  and  Mates.  Life  and  property  at  sea  would  be  more  secure  from  shipwreck,  if  in 
future  all  masters  and  mates  of  merchant  vessels  were  examined  by  a board  of  nautical 
men  at  the  different  ports  of  the  United  Kingdom,  Washington  2348. 

See  also  Pensions. 

Mates.  See  Masters  and  Mates. 

Merchant  Marine.  General  opinion  of  the  shipowners,  that  the  lights,  being  a national 
expenditure,  ought  not  to  be  maintained  by  any  one  branch,  such  ns  the  commercial 

navy  alone,  J.  Mitchell  965-978 It  is  the  general  opinion  of  the  shipowners  of  Shields 

that  the  merchant  marine  of  the  country  has  borne  a larger  proportion  of  the  light  dues 

than  ought  fairly  to  have  been  laid  upon  them,  Straker  1973-1976^ Explanation  as  to 

how  they  bear  a larger  proportion,  ib.  1973-1976 The  merchant  marine  of  the  country 

has  been  in  so  distressed  a state  for  the  last  three  or  four  years,  until  within  the  last 
twelvemonths,  that  it  requires  all  the  relief  it  is  possible  to  give  it,  ib.  2037— — Generally 
speaking,  the  shipping  interest  is  not  in  so  depressed  a state  as  it  has  been,  ib.  2037. 

■See  also  Coasting  Trade,  2.  Foreign  Lights.  Maintenance  of  Lights,  1.  Navy, 

The.  Purchase  of  Lighthouses,  1.  Shields,  South. 

. 0.36.  5 b 2 Merchant 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


748 


MER 


MIT 


[UfjfjtljOiMes. 


Report,  1845— continued. 


Merchant  Seamen’s  Fund.  Strong  recommendation  of  the  Committee  that  a comprehen- 
sive measure  should  be  brought  forward  by  Government  to  form  a fund  for  the  relief  and 
support  of  destitute  and  aged  masters  and  seamen  of  the  merchant  service,  their  widows 

and  children,  upon  a scale  adequate  to  their  wants.  Rep.  xxviii General  willingness 

of  shipowners  to  contribute  to  such  fund,  ih. Evidence  with  respect  to  the  mode  of 

raising,  and  the  application  of,  the  Merchant  Seamen’s  Fund,  R.  Anderson  3927-3935. 
See  also  Charities , 2.  Shields,  South.  Tonnage  Rate. 

■Mersey  River.  The  trustees  of  the  Mersey,  as  now  constituted,  are  not  sufficient  to 
provide  for  the  safety  of  so  immense  a river,  Denham  3050-3057— — Defective  manage- 
ment of  the  lights  in  the  Mersey  previously  to  Captain  Denham’s  going  there.  Clap- 

man  3790 The  navigation  has  been  much  improved  by  Captain  Denham’s  survey  of 

the  mouth  and  estuary  of  the  Mersey,  ib.  379°“3S°‘2-  3857_3^68. 

See  also  Buoys  and  Beacons. 

Meteorological  and  Weather  Returns.  Returns  which  have  been  established  since  1834 
with  reference  to  the  weather,  and  denominated  meteorological  and  weaLher  returns, 

Herbert  592-600 They  are  sent  to  the  office  quarterly  and  kept;  useful  results 

which  have  been  drawn  from  these  returns,  ib. 

Mitchell,  Alexander.  (Analysis  of  his  Evidence.)— Civil  engineer  residing  in  Belfast;  jias 

carried  on  the  profession  for  above  12  years,  5252-5254 -Has  been  employed  in 

erecting  lighthouses  on  the  coast  of  Ireland,  upon  the  screw  principle,  of  which  witness 

is  inventor  and  patentee,  5255 The  first  work  upon  which  witness  was  engaged,  in 

conjunction  with  his  son,  was  in  laying  the  foundation  for  a lighthouse  upon  the  Maplin 
Sands,  on  the  side  of  the  West  Sum,  at  the  entrance  of  the  Thames,  in  1838  ; 5256,5257 

Nature  of  the  work  which  witness  erected  on  the  Maplin  Sands,  5258,  et  seq. 

Nature  of  the  experiments  tried  by  witness;  mode  in  which  they  were  conducted,  5258- 

5275 Witness  having  made  the  experiment  and  laid  the  foundation  of  the  lighthouse, 

the  Trinity-house  took  charge  of  it,  and  a lighthouse  has  been  erected  there  since, 

5276,  5277.  5280-5286 It  was  completed  by  Mr.  Walker,  under  the  direction  of  the 

Trinity-house,  5278 Reason  for  witness  not  being  employed  to  finish  the  lighthouse, 

5279- 

Witness’s  next  experiment  was  placing  a lighthouse  at  the  River  Wyre,  in  Morecambe 

Bay,  about  30  miles  10  the  north  of  Liverpool,  5287 This  has  succeeded  ; it  was 

commenced  in  November  1839,  and  it  was  lighted  on  the  6th  June  1840;  5288,5289 

Description  of  the  lighthouse  and  the  nature  of  the  light  exhibited,  5290-5299. 

5308-5313 Cost  of  the  lighthouse;  annual  expense  of  it,  5300-5304 It  is  under 

the  management  of  the  Fleetwood  Harbour  and  Dock  Company,  5301 H has  never 

cost  anything  for  repairs,  except  a little  paint  occasionally,  5305 Length  of  time  it 

took  erecting,  5306,  5307. 

The  next  lighthouse  erected  by  witness  was  in  the  summer  of  1844,  in  Carrickfergus 

Bay,  53i4>  5315 Nature  of  the  ground  where  it  was  erected  and  description  of  the 

light,  5314-5322 Cost  of  this  lighthouse,  5323-5326 It  has  been  well  tried, 

having  stood  the  storms  of  last  winter  uninjured,  5327 In  tempestuous  weather 

there  are  two  heavy  boats  suspended  from  the  davits,  which  the  pilots  residing  there 

require  "for  their  use;  way  in  which  these  boats  are  suspended,  5327-5329 A life-boat 

might  be  suspended  in  the  same  way,  and  made  use  of  for  affording  assistance  in  cases  of 
shipwreck  in  the  neighbourhood,  5330. 

Detailed  statement  respecting  the  erection  of  a beacon  by  witness  on  the  Kish  Bank, 

off  Dublin  Bay,  5332-5341 There  is  no  doubt,  if  a lighthouse  were  erected  where 

the  beacon  now  is,  it  would  stand  as  well  as  the  Wyre  lighthouse  lias  stood,  5342,  5343 

Particulars  relative  to  an  accident  which  has  happened  to  some  piles  lately  placed 

by  witness  on  the  Tongue  Bank,  5344-5346 Witness  is  in  treaty  for  reconstructing  a 

beacon  in  the  same  place,  but  nothing  has  been  concluded  on  as  yet ; nature  of  the  pro- 
posals made  by  witness  with  regard  to  it,  5347-5352 Witness  has  no  doubt  that  he 

could  establish  a lighthouse  on  his  principle  on  the  Goodwin  Sands,  5353,  5364 Any 

one  of  tlie'ten  lightships  on  the  coast  between  Dover  and  Harwich,  including  the  estuary 

of  the  Thames,  might  be  advantageously  superseded  by  a screw  pile  lighthouse, 5355 

Average  estimated  cost  of  the  construction  of  such  lighthouses,  5356-5367 7I11  every 

point  of  view  a fixed  lighthouse  of  this  description  is  preferable  to  a floating  light,  and 
particularly  as  regards  the  expense  of  maintenance,  5368-5373.  5379-5381. 

Upon  what  the  main  advantage  of  witness’s  plan  depends,  5374-5377— — Witness’s 
lighthouses  might  be  erected  on  many  parts  of  the  coast  where  floating  lights  could  not 
be  moored,  on  account  of  the  shallowness  of  the  water,  5378 Fixed  lights  might  pro- 

fitably supersede  floating  lights  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Yarmouth,  Lowestoft,  and  the 

Hasebo rough  Sands,  5382 Witness’s  lighthouses  might  be  usefully  placed  in  the 

Queen’s  and  the  Priuce’s  Channels,  5383 Witness  is  told  that  the” entrance  of  the 

Thames  is  not  sufficiently  lighted,  5384 -Witness’s  lighthouse  might  be  erected 

wherever  there  is  a sand  bank  adjacent  to  the  floating  light,  5385 Superiority  of  this 

lighthouse  over  a floating  light  for  the  use  of  shipping,  5386 In  fine  weather  one  ot 
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Mitchell,  Alexander.  (Analysis  of  his  Evidence)— continued. 

these  lighthouses  might  be  erected  in  two  months,  5387 The  dioptric  light  is  a great 

improvement  on  the  ordinary  reflecting  light ; it  is  applicable  to  fixed  lights,  but  not  to 

floating  lights,  5388-539° Number  of  lights  which  would  be  requisite  to  light  the 

Queen’s  or  the  Prince’s  Channel ; probable  expense,  5391. 

Mitchell,  Mr.  A.  See  Kish  Bank.  Mitchell's  Screw  Piles. 


Mitchell,  John.  (Analysis  of  bis  Evidence.) — Merchant  and  shipowner,  residing  at  Leith  ; 
has  been  deputed  to  represent  the  wishes  and  feelings  of  the  shipowners  in  that  port 

respecting  the  lighthouse  dues,  855-859 Is  well  acquainted  with  the  grievances  of 

the  petitioners  of  the  Edinburgh  and  Dundee  Steam  Packet  Company,  86c,  861 

Way  in  which  the  tolls  levied  for  lighthouse  dues  press  heavily  on  the  shipping  of  the 

country,  862 Especial  objection  of  the  Scotch  shipowners  to  the  expenditure  of  any 

part  of  the  money  paid  by  them  to  almshouses  established  in  England,  862-871 A 

considerable  number  of  out-pensioners  are  paid  in  Scotland,  but  not  in  proportion  to  the 
amount  paid  for  tonnage,  866-871 Opinion  that  the  lights  of  England  could  be  main- 

tained at  about  one-third  of  the  expense  now  exacted  ; data  upon  which  this  opinion  is 

formed,  872-878 Complaint  of  the  Scotch  shipowners  of  the  hardship  that  vessels 

going  short  voyages,  which  pass  English  lighthouses,  pay  the  same  amount  as  vessels 
going  to  Australia  and  the  West  Indies,  879-888. 

Principle  upon  which  the  system  is  adopted  in  the  port  of  Leith,  that  vessels  coming 
from  the  Baltic  only  pay  a third  of  the  rate  for  dock  dues  that  a vessel  would  pay 

coming  from  India,  889,  890.  892-896 The  converse  of  this  system  is  adopted  in  the 

port  of  London,  891 Witness  would  recommend  that  the  light  dues  should  be  charged 

upon  the  same  principle  upon  which  the  dock  dues  are  charged  in  the  port  of  Leith, 

making  a difference  in  favour  of  short  voyages,  901- All  the  Scotch  Commissioners, 

as  well  as  the  trustees  of  the  Trinity-house,  profess  to  charge  only  for  those  lights  which 

vessels  pass,  902 Statement  in  the  petition  of  the  Leith  shipowners  that  the  exaction 

of  such  heavy  dues  and  grievous  rates,  and  the  appropriation  of  the  surplus  to  purposes 
different  from  what  was  intended,  are  not  only  illegal,  but  unjust;  way  in  which  they  are 

illegal,  903 Opinion  of  law  authorities  upon  the  subject,  904-909- The  amount 

levied  should  be  confined  to  the  actual  expenditure  for  maintaining  the  lights,  subject 
to  the  charge  of  management,  910,  911. 

It  is  unfair  that  in  the  election  of  the  Trinity  Board  in  London  the  Board  in  Edin- 
burgh and  the  Board  in  Dublin  should  have  no  voice,  912,  913 If  the  present 

system  continue,  the  Board  should  be  made  elective  by  those  who  pay  rates,  914 The 

present  system  should  be  abolished,  and  the  management  of  all  the  lights  of  the  three 
kingdoms  taken  into  the  hands  of  the  Government;  the  system  of  management  that 
witness  would  propose  would  be  that  Government  should  put  in  three  scientific  men,  and 

that  along  with  tl.ese  three  persons  should  be  appointed  by  the  shipowners,  914-925 

The  principal  trade  from  Leith  and  Dundee  is  to  the  Baltic  and  back,  926-940 

Witness  has  no  complaint  to  make  against  any  light  in  England,  Scotland,  or  Ireland, 


94 ’"954- 

There  is  considerable  trouble  in  paying  the  lighthouse  dues  at  the  various  ports;  there 

being  separate  offices,  each  of  which  must  be  gone  to,  which  creates  delay,  955-964 

Further  evidence  to  show  that  the  charge  for  lights  is  extremely  exorbitant,  and  falls  par- 
ticularly on  the  shipowners;  general  opinion  of  the  shipowners  that  the  lights,  being  a 
national  expenditure,  ought  not  to  be  maintained  by  any  one  branch,  such  as  the  com- 
mercial navy  alone,  965-978 Evidence  as  to  the  practice  respecting,  and  the  charge 

for  lights  in  Russia,  France,  and  other  parts  of  the  Continent,  979-993 Evidence  as 

to  the  expense  of  collecting  the  light  dues  at  Leith  ; mode  in  which  they  are  collected ; 

parties  employed  in  the  collection,  994~l°2° There  is  no  fault  to  find  with  the 

expense  of  the  establishment  kept  for  the  management  of  the  northern  lights  in  Edin- 
burgh, 1021-1024. 

The  management  of  the  lights  should  be  confined  to  individuals  having  that  duty 

alone  1024,  1025 There  is  no  objection  to  make  to  the  charges  for  the  shipping 

establishment  of  the  Trinity  Board  at  Leith;  they  require  strong  vessels,  adapted  for 

stormy  occasions,  1027 The  Skerries  Board  lighthouse  is  in  such  a situation,  that 

it  must  naturally  be  expensive,  1028-1032 Nature  of  complaint  made  by  a steam 

company  in  Edinburgh  with  respect  to  their  having  to  pay  heavy  light  dues  ; petition 

presented,  1033-1041- Observations  with  respect  to  fishing  vessels ; the  vessels 

occupied  in  ihe  catch  of  herrings  are  exempt;  the  vessels  bringing  the  herrings  in  a 
state  of  progress  of  cure  to  the  actual  residence  of  the  fishing  curer,  should  also  be 
exempt,  1042-1057. 

It  is  of  great  consequence  to  the  commerce  of  the  country  generally  that  where  small 
ovilers  lor  poods  ore  received,  to  Ire  sent  10  foreign  countries,  they  should  be  *o 

be  sent  by  shins  going  in  ballast,  1058-1067.  1071-1073.  1089-1092— -Expense  oi  a 

ship  of  300  tons  leaving  Leith,  and  going  direct  to  Norway,  1068 Charge  on  a vessel 

going  front  Leith  to  the  Baltic,  1069,  1070 Reasons  for  witness  becoming  anA'p- 

0.36.  5 n 3 “ 
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Report,  1845 — continued. 


Mitchell,  John.  (Analysis  of  his  Evidence)— continued. 

owner  in  the  Baltic,  instead  of  investing  his  capital  in  his  own  country, ,1074-1088 

No  lighthouse  duties  arc  paid  in  the  United  States,  nor  in  Russia,  nor  Franca,  1093— 

It  is  a great  advantage  to  the  shipping  of  any  country  to  be  relieved  from  these  duties, 
1093-1096. 

English  commercial  ships  ought  to  be  placed  on  as  favourable  a footing  with  regard 
to  light  dues,  as  the  ships  of  any  other  country  are  placed  ; it  would  be  the  means  of 
relieving  them  from  the  pressure  under  which  they  have  been,  and  would  be  a general 

benefit  to  the  country,  1097-1101 Government  having  been  so  largely  benefited, 

without  any  charge  by  the  lighthouses,  it  would  be  but  fair  that  they  should  now,  as  a 
preliminary  step,  consent  to  collect  the  whole  of  the  light  dues  without  any  charge 
whatever,  1102-1105.  , 

Reference  to  the  recommendation  contained  in  the  Report  or  the  Select  Committee 

of  1834,  with  regard  to  steam  vessels,  1106 Concurrence  in  the  opinion  expressed 

by  the  Committee  on  Lighthouses  in  1834,  “ That  the  peculiar  circumstances  attendant 
on  the  navigation  of  steam-vessels  render  a modification  of  the  charges  of  light  dues 

very  necessary,”  1106,  1107 All  steamers  making  short  voyages  during  the  day,  and 

which  never  can  by  possibility  use  the  lighthouses,  ought  not  to  be  called  upon  to  pay; 
recommendation  as  to  how  such  steam-vessels  can  be  exempt  from  sucli  charges,  1108, 

1109.  1113-1136 The  profits  of  the  shipowners  during  the  last  few  years  have  been 

very  small,  1110,  lilt Government  never  having  been  subjected  to  any  charge  for 

the  use  of  the  lights  for  the  navy,  should  now  take  the  charge  a little  and  relieve  the 
shipping  interest  for  the  next  century,  1 1 12. 


Mitchell’s  Screw  Piles.  Instance  of  a permanent  lighthouse  having  been  substituted  for  die 

Maplin  floating  light  by  the  employment  of  Mr.  Mitchell’s  screw  piles,  Herbert  692 

Explanation  of  Mr.  Mitchell’s  plan,  ib.  693-702 If  the  Trinity-house  have  the  means, 

this  plan  will  be  extended,  ib.  703-7 1 1 . See  also  Screw  Piles. 


Monthly  Pension  List.  Rules  fur  the  admission  of  objects  to  the  monthly  pension  list  of 
the  corporation  of  Trinity-house,  as  established  by  a general  court  held  4 February  1830, 

App-  395- 

Montrose.  Petitions  from  the  fish-curers  of  Montrose  and  Burntisland  to  the  Commis- 
sioners of  Northern  Lights,  praying  for  a remission  of  the  light  dues  levied  on  fishing- 

vessels  ; proceedings  of  the  Commissioners  thereon,  App.  522 Return  of  the  income 

and  expenditure  on  account  of  the  harbour  lights,  1834  to  1839,  ib.  672 Amount  of 

harbour  lights  and  charges  for  the  years  1840  to  1844,  ib.  673 Petition  of  fish-curers 

of  Montrose  to  the  House  of  Commons,  praying  for  exemption  from  light  dues  on  vessels 

employed  in  the  fisheries,  ib.  680 Petition  of  shipowners,  merchants,  and  others  of 

Montrose,  praying  The  House  to  take  measures  for  abolishing  light  dues  and  for  main- 
taining lighthouses,  &c.  out  of  the  public  revenue,  ib.  681. 


Moore,  Captain  George.  (Analysis  of  his  Evidence.) — Was  born  in  England,  but  has  been 
more  than  thirty  years  in  the  United  States  ; is  a captain  in  the  American  service;  has 
been  eugaged  in  the  mercantile  service  between  America  and  England  about  twenty- 

three  years;  commands  the  Hendrick  Hudson,  1164-1168 There  are  no  light  dues 

in  America,  1169 All  ships  are  free  in  America  that  have  reciprocity  treaties;  there 

is  an  exception  to  those  not  having  reciprocity  treaties,  1170,  1171 English  ships 

are  admitted  to  the  ports  of  the  United  States  on  the  same  terms,  as  regards  light  dues 

and  port  charges,  as  American  ships,  1172 Their  vessels  receive  the  same  reciprocity 

in  the  ports  of  England,  1 173 System  pursued,  and  mode  in  which  the  public  lights 

on  the  American  coast  are  managed,  it  74 They  are  managed  by  persons  selected  by 

one  of  the  departments  of  the  general  government;  the  money  is  voted  by  Congress,  both 
for  building  and  maintaining  the  lighthouses,  1174-1 176. 

Buoys,  beacons,  and  other  marks  for  entering  the  ports  are  under  the  same  manage- 
ment ; no  charges  whatever  are  made  to  the  shipping,  1177,  11  78 Expense  incurred 

by  the  general  government  for  the  maintenance  of  the  lights,  1 1 79 There  are  a great 

number  of  lights  on  the  coast,  1 180-1 183 If  there  be  any  difference,  the  English  lights 

are  rather  better  than  the  American  lights,  1184-1187 Since  the  visit  of  Commodore 

Perry,  of  the  American  navy,  to  this  country  the  American  lights  have  been  decidedly 
improved,  1188,  1189— —There  are  no  private  lights  distinct  from  the  public  lights, 
11 9°,  H91  1°  America  the  lights  are  considered  beneficial  to  the  commerce  of  the 

couutry,  and  are  therefore  maintained  out  of  the  general  fund,  1192-1197* -There  are 

no  port  charges  and  harbour  dues  to  pay  separate  and  distinct  on  entering  the  port;  the 

dues  principally  are  for  the  harbour-master,  1198-1201 The  harbour-master  is  paid 

by  collecting  from  each  ship;  he  is  the  person  who  berths  the  ship,  1198. 

I11  leaving  Aew  York  for  England  vessels  always  take  a clearance  at  the  custom-house; 
tmie  taken  up  in  obtaining  it;  proceedings  which  take  place,  1202-1205.  1212-1224 
——The  owner  of  the  property,  whoever  ships,  submits  a manifest  to  the  custom-house, 
and. the  ship  is  cleared  from  that  manifest;  no  manifest  is  furnished  to  ,the  ship,  she 

comes  to  England  without  one,  1206-1209 Mode  in  which  their  ships  enter  here,  at 

the  Custom-house,  1210  et  seq. Proceedings  which  take  place  at  the  Custoin-housc  in 

London  on  leaving,  with  a cargo  for  New  York,  1225-1236. 

As 
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Moore,  Captain  George.  (Analysis  of  his  Evidence)—  continued. 

As  regards  the  light  dues  charged  in  England,  in  comparison  with  those  charged  in 

America,  they  press  heavily  on  the  commercial  shipping,  1237-1246 British  ships 

may  carry  any  cargo  into  the  United  States ; certain  cargoes  are  not  allowed  to  be  brought 

from  New  Yoik  to  London  other  than  in  British  bottoms,  1247-1252 Duties  which 

are  paid  on  the  landing  of  a cargo  by  the  merchants  in  the  ports  of  America,  1 253—1269 

Amount  paid  by  the  American  seamen  to  the  general  fund ; amount  paid  to  the 

hospital  at  New  York,  1270-1287. 

Moorings  of  Light-vessels  (Liverpool).  Efficiency  and  security  of  the  floating  vessels  at 

Liverpool  as  regards  their  moorings.  Lord  4210-4216 Further  evidence  with  respect 

to  the  moorings  of  the  Liverpool  light-vessels,  and  with  regard  to  testing  the  cables,  ib. 

4247-4294.  43 11 -43 19- 

See  also  Floating  Lights.  Forrnby  Light-vessel. 

Movant  Point  (Jamaica).  Application  made  to  witness  to  report  upon  a lighthouse  to  be 

erected  for  Morant  Point  in  Jamaica,  Gordon  4349 Reasons  for  witness  proposing  a large 

cast-iron  lighthouse  to  lie  erected  ; dimensions  of  the  lighthouse  ; kind  of  light,  ib.  4349, 

4350 Length  of  time  it  took  to  establish  the  light,  ib.  4352 Price  of  the  tower, 

lantern  and  all,  fitted  up  in  London,  taken  to  pieces,  packed  and  shipped,  ib.  4353 Ex- 
pense of  putting  it  up,  16.4354 Total  expense,  including  stores  within  and  everything, 

exclusive  of  the  excavation  made  by  the  island  engineer  for  fixing  the  tower,  iff.  4355, 

4356 Foundation  on  which  the  tower  was  fixed,  ib.  4357-4359 Cost  of  the  lantern 

and  lighting  apparatus  separately,  ib.  4362,  4363. 

Witness  has  had  several  reports  from  the  Commissioners  in  Jamaica ; the  House  of 

Assembly  expressed  their  satisfaction  with  the  light,  Gordon  4364,  4365 Witness 

supplies  the  oil  and  stores,  getting  them  from  Mr.  Deville,  ib.  4366.  4370.  4372 

Annual  expense  of  the  lighthouse  for  stores,  including  the  oil;  quality  of  the  oil  used,  ib. 

4367-4369.  4373,  4374 There  have  been  no  repairs,  except  painting  the  tower  once 

a year,  ib.  4371 . See  also  Jamaica. 

More,  Mr.  Letter  from  Mr.  Alexander  More,  dated  5th  July  1834,  to  Mr.  Charles  Cuning- 
ham,  on  behalf  of  the  Commissioners  of  Northern  Lights,  with  enclosures,  relative  to. 
the  exemption  of  vessels  going  to  Greenland  from  light  dues,  App.  524. 

Morecambe  Bay.  See  Wyre  Fiver. 


N. 

Napier,  Mr.  Letter  from  Mr.  David  Napier,  dated  1st  May  1835,  to  the  Commissioners 
of  Northern  Lights,  relative  to  the  dues  levied  on  a steamer  plying  between  Islay  and 
Tarbet,  App.  519. 

Naval  Officers  (Trinity  Board).  Reasons  for  the  Trinity  Board  not  having  carried  out  the 
recommendation  of  the  Committee  of  i834>  that  a larger  number  of  naval  officers  should 
be  admitted  into  that  Board,  Sir  J.  Felly  149-166.  168-172.  183-185  A naval 
officer  has  been  chosen  upon  each  naval  vacancy,  although  but  a short  lime  upon  the 

list  of  candidates,  ib.  197 One  of  the  objections  to  naval  officers  being  admitted  as 

members  of  the  Trinity  Board  is,  that  they  are  liable  to  he  called  away  upon  Her  Majesty’s 
service  just  at  the  time  that  they  are  beginning  10  learn  thq|r  duties,  ib.  149-155. 165, 
166. 

Navy,  The.  The  Royal  Navy  and  Revenue  vessels  have  equally  had  (he  benefit  of  the  lights, 
but  without  any  contribution  from  the  public  Treasury  towards  their  support,  Rep.  xx 

Government  never  having  been  subjected  to  any  charge  for  the  use  of  the  lights 

by  the  Navv,  should  now  take  the  charge  a little,  and  relieve  the  shipping  interest  for  the 

next  century,  J.  Mitchell  1112 The  benefit  of  the  lighthouses  being  equally  shared  by 

the  Royal  Navy  as  well  as  the  commercial  shipping,  the  whole  expense  ought  not  to  fall 

on  the  latter,  A.  Anderson  1896-1898 As  the  Navy  benefits  from  the  lights, the  Navy 

ought  to  pay  a portion  of  the  dues,  Straher  1976-1997  Denham  2457 , et  seq.—Lte 
lights  are  very  useful  to  the  Navy,  and  are  for  the  good  of  the  public  general  y,  Denham, 

3004 The'  Navy  should  contribute  a fair  share,  Phillipps  337°-,3393— p “ « not  just 

that  Her  Majesty’*  Navy  should  participate  in  the  benefit  derived  from  the  lighthouses, 
without  any  contribution  on  the  part  of  the  public  towards  the  expense  of  maintenance. 

Young  3542,  3543 Ships  of  the  Navy  escape  the  light  dues,  Aihin  3029  1 he  Navy 

should  contribute  in  the  same  proportion  as  other  vessels,  Chapman  3007. 

Grounds  for  forming  the  opinion  that  men-of-'  ar  ought  not  to  pay  the  light  dues,  Lord 
4218— The  ..aval  services  of  the  country  ought  to  be  exempted  from  dues  of  every 
description,  ib.  4220-4227. 

„ . Retina. 

Q4j6*  o.  b 4. 
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Report,  1845 — continued. 


Navy,  The — continued. 

Return  of  the  tonnage  of  ships  of  war  in  commission  in  the  years  1842,  1843, 
and  1844;  and  also  in  the  years  1813,  1814,  and  1815,  App.  689. 

See  also  Coasting  Trade,  2.  Gibraltar  Light.  Tonnage  Rate. 

New  Lights: 

Trinity-house. — Number  of  new  lights  established  since  1834,  Herbert  688,  689 

List  of  new  lights  established  by  the  Trinity-house  from  1834  to  1843,  the  rate 

of  toll,  cost  of  establishment,  and  the  amount  collected  for  each  light,  and  showing 
the  surplus  or  deficiency  of  revenue  upon  each  light,  App.  397. 

Ballast  Board,  Dublin. — List  of  new  lights  established  by  the  Ballast  Board  from  1834 
to  1844,  with  rates  of  toll  payable  for  each;  cost  of  establishment  and  maintenance,  and 
surplus  and  deficiency  of  revenue  of  each,  in  each  year  since  their  establishment,  respec- 
tively, App.  595 List  of  lighthouses  erected  on  the  coast  of  Ireland  from  the  year 

1834  to  the  year  1844,26.  606. 

Northern  Lights. — Estimate  of  the  probable  cost  of  the  lighthouses  now  in  course  of 
erection  and  in  contemplation,  Cuningham  3014-3017. 

See  also  America,  2.  Applications  for  Lights.  Erection  of  Lighthouses.  Pur- 

chase of  Lighthouses,  1. 

New  York.  There  are  no  port  charges  or  harbour  dues  to  pay  separate  and  distinct  on 
entering  the  port ; the  dues  principally  are  for  the  harbour-master,  Moore  1198-1201 

The  harbour-master  is  paid  by  collecting  from  each  ship;  he  is  the  person  who 

berths  the  ship,  ib.  1198 In  leaving  New  York  for  England,  vessels  always  take  a 

clearance  at  the  Custom-house  ; time  taken  up  in  obtaining  it;  proceedings  which  take 

place,  ib.  1202-1205.  1212-1224 The  owner  of  the  property,  whoever  ships,  submits 

a manifest  to  the  Custom-house,  and  the  ship  is  cleared  from  that  manifest;  no  manifest 

is  furnished  to  the  ship,  she  comes  to  England  without  one,  ib.  1206-1209 Mode 

in  which  the  ships  enter  here  at  the  Custom-house,  ib.  1210 , et  seq. Proceedings 

which  lake  place  at  the  Custom-house  in  London  on  leaving  with  a cargo  for  New  York, 
ib.  1 225 — —British  ships  may  carry  any  cargo  into  the  United  States  ; certain  cargoes  are 
not  allowed  to  be  brought  from  New  York  other  than  in  British  bottoms,  £6.1247-1252 
Rates  of  pilotage  iuto  the  port  of  New  York,  App.  617. See  also  America. 

Newarp  Light.  See  Trinity-house  Notices. 

Newcastle-upon-Tyne.  Expense  of  collection  of  the  light  dues  at  Newcastle,  Sir  J.  Pelly 

116.  118-120 Return  made  by  the  Trinity-house  of  Newcastle-upon-Tyne  of  the 

revenue  received  by  them  for  lights,  buoys,  &c.  for  the  port  of  Newcastle,  App.  650 

Statement  relative  to  the  private  lights  maintained  for  the  use  of  the  harbour, 

ib.  651. 

Newliaven.  Letters,  dated  23d  April  and  13th  July  1845,  from  Mr.  W.  Stevens,  harbour- 
master ofNewhaven,  relative  to  the  private  lights  established  for  the  use  of  ihat  harbour, 
App.  651. 

Nore- Light.  Success  that  has  attended  the  use  of  rapeseed  oil  at  this  light,  Rep.  xxix. 

North  Sand  Head.  See  Goodwin  Sands. 

North  Sea.  See  Buoys  and  Beacons,  I.  2.  Floating  Lights. 

North-west  Light-ship.  Great  care  is  required  so  that  this  floating  light  with  three  lights 
should  have  them  so  placed  as  to  be  equal  in  intensity  from  whatever  point  seen,  Wash- 
ington 4528. See  also  Liverpool. 

Northern  Light  Commissioners  : 

1.  Constitution  of  the  Board;  Powers  exercised  by  it. 

2.  Various  Committees  appointed  by  the  Board;  their  Duties,  Spc. 

3.  Officers  of  the  Board. 

4.  Accounts ; Payments ; Debt,  #c. 

5.  Control  of  the  Trinity  Board  over  the  Commissioners. 

1.  Constitution  of  the  Board ; Powers  exercised  by  it  : 

Powers  of  the  Commissioners;  they  were  first  constituted  in  1786  under  the  Act 

26  Geo.  3,  c.  101,  Rep.  xxiii Number  of  Commissioners  forming  the  Board;  none  of 

them  have  nautical  experience,  their  professions  being  chiefly  that  of  the  law  ; their  ser- 
vices are  gratuitous,  ib. The  business  of  the  Board  has  in  general  been  regularly 

and  satisfactorily  conducted,  ib. None  of  the  Commissioners  receive  arvy  remunera- 
tion for  their  attendance,  Curnwg/iam  2706 The  Board  of  Northern  Light  Commis- 

sioners would  derive  great  advantage  from  the  assistance  of  a nautical  man,  ib.  2882, 
2883. 

, 2.  Various 
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Northern  Light  Commissioners— continued. 

2.  Various  Committees  appointed  by  the  Board;  their  Duties,  6fc.  ; 

Periods  of  meeting  of  the  standing  committee;  of  whom  this  committee  is  composed; 
number  who  generally  attend  ; committees  appointed  by  it,  Cuninghum  2652.  2658- 
2663.  267 o,  2676.  2682—  Number  of  which  tne  general  Board  consists;  stated  meet- 
ings of  the  general  Board  ; business  transacted,  ib.  2653-2657 There  is  a committee 

for  the  superintendence  and  regulation  of  all  matters  connected  with  the  funds,  called 
the  finance  committee ; how  composed  ; their  duties  ; there  is  an  auditor  and  account- 
ant appointed;  his  duties,  ib.  2664-2674 There  is  a committee  for  regulating  the 

superannuation  allowances,  before  whom  all  applications  come  in  the  first  instance,  ib. 
2675 There  is  also  a committee  for  buoys  and  beacons,  ib.  2675-2677. 

Evidence  respecting  the  appointment  and  duties  of  the  Bell  Rock  committee,  Cuning- 

ham  2676.  2680,  2681 All  subjects  connected  with  lights  come  before  the  general 

Board,  ib.  2678,  2679 There  are  also  committees  appointed  for  the  superinten- 
dence of  lighthouses  in  the  course  of  erection,  ib.  2682 The  Board  is  in  the  habit  of 

remitting  matters  of  importance  to  a special  committee  to  report  thereon,  ib. 

3.  Officers  of  the  Board: 

Salary  and  duties  of  the  secretary,  Stevenson  1508-1510 And  of  the  accountant, 

ib.  151 1-151$ Witness,  as  engineer,  makes  no  additional  charge  to  the  Board  for  his 

services,  ib.  1527-1540 Appointment  and  duties  of  the  engineer ; his  salary  and 

allowances,  Cuningham  2685-2689.  2693-2705.  2884-2890 By  whom  and  mode  in 

which  the  keepers  , and  servant's  of  the  different  lighthouses  are  appointed,  ib.  2690- 
2692 Salary  of  the  auditor,  ib.  2707. 

4.  Accounts ; Payments ; Debt,  8fc. : 

Evidence  to  show  that  the  expenditure  of  the  Lighthouse  Board  'is  too  high,  Just 

1345-1353 Witness  is  not  aware  of  any  arrangement  by  which  the  expenses  of 

the  department  could  be  reduced,  Stevenson  1785 An  abstract  of  the  accounts  is 

presented  to  Parliament  every  year,  Cuningham  2708 Payments  are  made  by  the 

secretary  ; mode  in  which  the  payments  are  made;  party  with  whom  the  cash  account 

is  kept,  ib.  2709-2717 Explanation  respecting  a recent  instance  of  a bad  debt  in 

the  port  of  Leith,  ib.  2753-2778 Amount  of  debt  at  present  owing  by  the  Commis- 

sioners to  the  Government ; rate  of  interest  paid ; application  made  to  reduce  the 
rate ; result  of  this  application,  ib.  2780-2793. 


5.  Control  of  the  Trinity  Board  over  the  Commissioners : 

Previously  to  the  passing  of  the  last  Act  the  Commissioners  of  Northern  Lights  were 

independent  of  the  Trinity  Board  in  London,  Cuningham  289I' The  control  of  the 

Trinity  Board  was  given  on  the  recommendation  of  the  Committee  of  1834,  011  which 
the  last  Act  was  founded,  ib.  2892. 

See  also  Applications  for  Lights.  Ballastage,  2.  Belfast  Steamboats.  Bell 
Rock  Committee.  boards  of  Management,  1.  Buoys  and  Beacons,  Camp- 
beltown. Campbeltown  and  Glasgow  Steam  Packet  Company.  Catoptric 
Lamps.  Central  Board.  Charities.  Collection  of  Dues,  I.  4.  Compositions. 
Debt.  Devar,  Island  of.  Engineers.  Fishing  Vessels.  Income  and 
Expenditure,  3.  Inspection  of  Lights,  3.  Light  Dues,  4.  Lights.  Maintenance 
of  Lights,  5.  Management  of  Lights.  New  Lights.  Oil.  Pensions.  Reduction 
of  light  Dues,  3.  Reflectors.  Repairs.  Sanna,  Island  of.  Scotland. 
Shipping  Establishment.  Small  Cargoes.  Steam  Vessels,  2.  5.  Tay  River. 
Trinity-house,  3.  Uniformity  of  Rates. 


Northern  Lights: 

1.  Generally. 

2.  Papers  laid  before  the  Committee . 


1.  Generally : 

There  is  no  fault  to  find  with  the  expense  of  the  establishment  kept  for  the  manage- 
ment of  the  northern  lights  in  Edinburgh,  J.  Mitchell  1021—1024  ~ ■ The  noithern 
lighthouse  establishments  are  very  efficient,  so  far  as  they  are  required,  Just  1420,  1421 

• Length  of  service  of  the  present  superintendent  and  foreman,  Stevenson  1497  ■ 

Salary  and  allowances  of  the  foreman  ; these  accounts  appear  in  the  miscellaneous 

expenses,  ib.  1498-1501- Explanation  of  an  item  in  the  miscellaneous  expenses 

charged  for  travelling  expenses  of  the  engineer  and  other  officers  upon  business  of  the 

Board  in  1843,  ib.  1502,  1503 Head  under  which  the  wages  of  the  workmen  appear 

in  the  accounts,  ib.  1504-1506.  _ . 

Abolition  of  the  office  of  clerk  of  the  works,  Stevenson  1515, 1516 Parties  by  whom 

0.36.  SC  the 
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Northern  Lights— continued. 

1 . Generally — continued . 

the  wages  of  the  lightkeepers  and  officers  are  fixed  and  paid,  Stevenson  1517,  1518 

The  salaries  are  fixed  by  the  Commissioners,  ib.  1,519,1520 N umber  of  persons  at  each 

lighthouse,  and  salary  of  each ; allowances ; accommodation  they  have  to  live  in  ib 

1521-1526 Observations  generally  upon  the  present  lighthouse  system  of  Scotland' 

M‘Murchy  2545-2547. 

2.  Papers  laid  before  the  Committee  : 

Papers  relating  to  northern  lighthouses,  Apjo.  502-581 Expense  of  the  office 

of  the  Commissioners  of  Northern  Lights  at  Edinburgh,  ib.  508 .Return  of  the 

expense  of  the  establishment  of  the  Northern  Light  Commissioners  in  Edinburgh  in  1840 

and  comparison  with  1834,  *6.548 Statement  showing  the  number  of  lighthouses 

in  1834,  of  ll‘e  nevv  0(ies  erected  or  in  the  course  of  erection  since  then,  with  the 
amounts  expended  on  each  in  each  year,  1834  to  1843,  and  also  estimate  of  light- 
houses contemplated  to  be  erected,  ib.  560.  0 

See  also  Burners.  Emigrant  Ships.  Lightkeepers.  New  Lights.  Surplus 
Dues.  r 

Norway.  See  Baltic,  The. 


O. 


Ogilby,  William  Law.  (Analysis  of  his  Evidence.)— Ship-broker  and  insurance-agent 

residing  in  Fenchurch-street,  in  the  City,  for  nearly  40  years,  3098,  3099 Is"weH 

acquainted  with  our  system  of  light  dues,  and  their  effect  upon  our  shipping  and  trade 

from  paying  a great  deal  of  light  dues  in  the  course  of  the  year,  3100 The  dues  are’ 

very  heavy,  and  calculated  to  increase  the  rate  of  freight  in  this  beyond  that  of  other 
countries ; this  interferes  with  our  competing  with  the  shipping  of  other  countries,  3101- 

3105.  3110 Foreign  vessels  passing  down  Channel  get  advantage  from  our  lights  and 

pay  nothing  for  it,  3106-3108 Even  if  they  come  into  harbour  in  stress  of  weather 

they  do  not  pay  light  dues,  3109-3111 Injurious  effects  of  the  light  dues  on  com- 
merce, particularly  as  regards  what  are  called  small  cargoes,  3113-3124.  3154 The 

coasting  trade  of  the  country  is  also  injured  in  the  same  manner;  this  applies  more  to 

Ireland  than  any  other  part,  3125-3140 The  interruption  of  trade  is  a greater  injury 

than  the  charge  for  light  dues  itself,  3141-3145 Shipowners  have  considered  that 

their  ships  have  done  very  well  if  they  have  cleared  their  expenses  within  the  last  three 

years,  3146 If  the  light  dues  were  taken  off  it  would  be  a very  considerable  relief,  in 

enabling  them  to  make  a little  more  freight,  3147 The  insurance  is  not  a heavy 

charge,  still,  if  it  were  taken  off,  it  would  be  a good  thing,  3148 Underwriters  are  led 

to  insure  ships  at  a low  rate  in  consequence  of  the  advantage  they  receive  from  the  lights, 


Witness  does  not  contemplate  the  removal  of  the  lights,  he  merely  wishes  to  get  rid  of 
part  of  the  expense,  3150,3151- — Our  home  and  coasting  trade  are  unnecessarily  impeded 

by  the  rules  and  regulations  which  regard  the  payment  of  these  light  dues,  3152 

The  relief  of  both  would  give  a considerable  spur  to  shipping  generally,  3153 The 

Ramsgate  and  -Dover  harbour  dues  are  equally  as  injurious  and  more  oppressive  than  the 

fights,  3155-3166 Amount  paid  by  witness  annually  for  light  dues,  3167 If  the 

lights  were  under  some  public  Board,  where  there  would  not  be  so  many  different 
receivers,  they  would  be  able  to  manage  them  for  less  money,  3168-3171. 


Oil.  Use  made  of  Colza  or  rapeseed  oil  in  the  French  lighthouses,  at  a price  of  3 s.  8 d. 
per  gallon;  the  best  sperm  oil  is  used  in  England,  which  costs  from  5s.  to  8s.  per  gallon, 
vi  ' uXXIX  • DroPol,;ion  the  cost  of  oil  bears  to  the  total  expense  of  a light ; particular 

lighthouses  instanced,  ib. -Experiments  made  in  the  United  Slates  as  to  the  power  of 

illumination  by  lard,  sperm  oil,  and  gas  from  resin  ; result  warranting  the  belief  that  a 
great  saving  might  be  effected  in  our  lighthouses  by  the  use  of  the  substitutes  for  sperm 
oil ; similar  tnals  suggested  by  the  Committee  to  be  made  in  this  country,  ib. 

Quality  of  oil  used  in  tile  Liverpool  lighthouses;  how  tested  and  kept;  variaiion  in 

the  price,  XorJ  4189-4196 The  modern  English  lights  are  more  efficient  than  the 

modern  Flench  lights;  this  may  be  attributed  very  much  to  the  quality  of  the  oil  used, 

f””*™  4417—4423 Witness  has  experimented  with  various  oils,  and  the  result  has 

been  ,11 1 favour  of  sperm  oil,  16.4403-4445 A great  reduction  in  the  expense  of  the 

Enghshlig i s might  be  made  by  sustituting  rapeseed  oil  fo,  sperm  oil;  mstances  to 
show  that  it  is  equally  efficient  for  the  purpose,  Waslmgtm  4474-4479.  4io3-450l— 
Com  parative  statement  of  the  cost  of  gas,  lard,  rape  oilf  and  sperm  oU,  to  produce  the 
same  intensity  of  light;  these  have  all  been  used  in  America,  it.  4503— —Reasons  why  a 

SZsei5eaodieaPlP  f J'  ""  °f  r”Peseeii  oil  1ms  be™  made  by  the  Trinity- 

house  and  evidence  as  to  the  nature  and  quality  of  the  oil  supplied  by  Mr.  Wilkins, 

a^ohld9^7;23-^  “y  "'h,oh „oil  o*er  stores  required  for  the  Irish  lights 

are  supplied,  Halpm  5041,  5040 Sperm  oil  is  used  in  the  Irish  lighthouses  ; rape- 

seed 
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Oil — continued. 

seed  oil  has  been  used  but  merely  as  an  experiment,  Vereker  and  Halpin  51 16-5125.5221, 
5222. 

Return  showing  the  prices  of  oil  supplied  to  the  northern  lighthouses  in  each  year 
from  1833  to  1844,  with  the  names  of  the  contractors,  quantity  supplied,  &c.,  App.  570 

-Circular  issued  to  parties  proposing  to  tender  for  the  supply  of  oil,  ib. Return  of 

the  total  amount  and  price  of  oil  purchased  by  the  Ballast  Board,  Dublin,  for  Irish 
lighthouses,  in  each  of  the  years  1833  to  1844,  ib.  604. 

See  also  Morant  Point.  Rapeseed  Oil.  Sperm  Oil. 

Orfordness  Light.  Principle  upon  which  this  light  was  purchased,  being  under  lease,  held 
from  the  Crown,  Sir  J.  Pelly  48-64. See  also  Wintertonness,  fyc.  Light.  ’ 

Oversea  Trade.  Proportion  of  light  dues  paid  by  the  coasting  trade  and  oversea  trade, 

British  and  foreign;  proportion  per  cent,  paid  by  foreign  vessels.  Rep.  xix,  xx ’■ 

Respective  amounts  paid  by  each  trade  in  the  year  1843,  ib. Opinion  of  the  Com- 

mittee that  the  small  proportion  of  13  J per  cent,  of  the  gross  amount  of  light  dues  paid 
hy  foreigners  should  not  operate  to  prevent  our  own  commercial  shipping  beino-  relieved 
from  the  remaining  86  J per  cent.  ib.  xx. See  also  Steam  Vessels.  ° 

P. 

Palcenham,  Mr.  Letter  from  Mr.  R.  B.  Pakenham,  dated  28th  April  1845,  to  Mr.  H.  N. 
Addington,  transmitting  information  and  tables  relative  to  the  lighthouses  of  the  United 
States,  App.  614. 

Palgrave,  Mr.  Letter,  dated  11th  June  1841,  addressed  by  Mr.  W.  B.  Palgrave,  as 
receiver  of  Skerries  dues  for  Ireland,  to  Mr.  Thomas  Worthington,  collector  of  customs 
relative  to  those  dues,  App.  468. 

Payment  of  Light  Dues.  It  would  be  a great  relief  to  the  captains  and  owners  if  they  had 
not  the  lighthouse  bills  to  pay  every  voyage,  Straher  2042-2045. 

Pease,  Mr.  In  his  late  examination  before  one  of  the  Railway  Committees,  stated  that  coals 
could  be  conveyed  by  railway  from  South  Durham  to  London  at  three  farthings  per  ion 
per  mile,  Rep.  xix. 

Peel,  Right  Hon.  Robert.  Letier  from,  dated  nth  September  1812,  to  the  Commis- 
sioners of  the  Ballast  Board,  Dublin,  authorizing  the  payment  of  five  per  cent,  to  the 
customs  officers  in  England  for  collecting  the  Irish  light  dues  in  England  and  Scotland, 
App.  608. 

Pelly,  Sir  John  Henry,  Bart.,  and  Jacob  Herbert.  (Analysis  of  their  Evidence.) — ( Sir 
John  Pelly.)  Deputy-master  of  the  Trinity-house;  was  examined  in  the  year  1834  by  the 
Select  Committee  on  Lighthouses ; has  been  deputy-master  ever  since,  and  is  cognizant  of 

everything  that  has  been  done  with  respect  to  lighthouses  since  that  period,  1-3 

Papers  and  minutes  drawn  up  by  witness,  and  addressed  to  the  Lords  of  the  Treasury, 
detailing  the  alterations  made  in  consequence  of  the  recommendations  of  the  Committee 

of  1834;  4-7 Number  of  members  of  which  the  Board  consists ; present  master;  his 

attendance,  8-13 The  present  members  on  the  Board  are  at  times  all  employed  ; 

manner  in  which  they  are  divided  as  to  the  duties,  14,  15 There  is  no  necessary  con- 
nexion between  the  pilotage  and  the  management  of  the  lighthouses,  16-22 Number 

of  lighthouses  which  have  been  examined  during  the  past  year,  23 No  professional 

man  or  engineer  accompanies  the  directors  in  their  visits  to  the  lighthouses  ; if  anything 
he  found  necessary  to  be  done,  Mr.  Walker  is  deputed  to  attend  to  it,  24-29 Evi- 
dence as  to  the  superintendence  of  the  lights  in  Scotland,  30-32 The  work  might  be 

carried  on  with  a smaller  number  of  members  of  the  Board,  33 Pay  and  allowances 

of  the  members  of  the  Board  ; from  what  source  defrayed,  34-39. 

Reasons  for  the  delay  in  the  purchase  of  all  the  lights  held  by  individuals  under  lease 
from  the  Trinity-house  and  from  the  Treasury,  and  also  by  Act  of  Parliament,  as  recom- 
mended by  the  Committee  of  1834;  detail  of  these  circumstances,  40,  et  seq. 

Principles  upon  which  several  of  the  lights  were  purchased  ; prices  paid,  &c.,  52-78— — 
The  Board  have  put  all  these  newly-purchased  lights  on  the  same  footing  as  the  lights 
previously  managed  by  them  ; extent  to  which  relief  has  been  afforded  to  the  shipping 

by  this,  79,  80 At  the  present  moment  all  the  lights  in  England  give  the  same  relief 

as  regards  shipping  and  ships  in  distress,  81 There  are  some  harbour  lights  at 

Liverpool  amalgamated  with  the  dock  dues  ; these  may  be  looked  upon  as  private 
lights ; all  the  general  public  lights  now  are  uuder  the  Corporation  of  the  Trinity-house, 
82-86. 

(Mr.  Herbert.)  The  annual  revenue  arising  from  the  lights  which  have  been  purchased 
has  paid  the  interest,  of  the  money  laid  out  and  also  the  expenses,  and  left  a surplus, 

87,  88. (Sir  J.  Pelly  and  Mr-  Herbert.)  Detailed  statement  as  to  the  piogress  which 

has  been  made  in  reducing  the  charges  of  collection,  as  recommended  by  the  Com- 
mittee of  1822,  and  also  by  those  of  1824  and  1834;  amount  paid  for  the  collection 
0.36.  5 c 2 ‘ in 
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Report,  1 845 — continued. 


Petty,  Sir  John  Henry,  Bart.,  and  Jacob  Herbert.  (Analysis  of  their  Evidence)— continued. 

in  various  ports,  89-127. (Sir  J.  Petty.)  Recommendation  of  the  Committee  of  1834 

to  transfer  the  lights  at  Heligoland  and  Bembridge  to  the  Trinity-house,  with  a view  to 
their  maintenance  by  that  body;  this  recommendation  has  been  fully  carried  out,  128-133 

How  far  the  recommendation  of  the  same  Committee,  that  the  Trinity  Board  should 

have  a general  supervision  or  control  of  all  the  harbour  or  local  lights,  with  a view  to 
avoiding  their  interfering  with  the  public  lights,  has  been  carried  out,  134-136. 

Recommendation  of  the  Committee  of  1834  that  the  Trinity-house  at  Deptford 
should  be  a central  Board  for  the  management  of  the  general  public  lights  of  the  three 

kingdoms,  137 Unqualified  opinion  of  the  Elder  Brethren  that  this  measure  would 

be  attended  with  the  most  beneficial  results,  137-142 Opinion  as  to  the  class  of 

individuals  forming  the  Board  of  the  Trinity-house  being  well-qualified  for  the  duty  of 

superintending  lighthouses,  142 Parties  by  whom,  and  mode  in  which  the  lights  in 

Scotland  are  managed,  143-148 Reason  for  the  Trinity  Board  not  having  carried  out 

the  recommendation  of  the  Coinmiitee  of  1834,  that  a larger  number  of  naval  officers 
should  be  admitted  into  that  Board,  149-166.  168-17.2.  183-185. 

Understanding  which  existed  whilst  the  East  India  Company’s  Charter  continued,  as 

to  captains  of  Indiamen  and  West  Indiamen  being  admitted,  167 There  are  three 

or  four  candidates  at  the  present  time  who  ave  naval  officers,  173 Emoluments  of  the 

office,  174,  175. 180-182 The  Younger  Brethren  do  not  receive  anything,  176 It 

is  uecessary  to  be  a Younger  Brother  before  being  an  Elder  Brother,  177.  186-197 

Number  of  naval  men  upon  the  list  of  Younger  Brothers,  178, 179 Regulations  adopted 

by  the  Board  with  respect  to  the  pensions  payable  to  decayed  seamen,  upon  the  recom- 
mendation of  the  Committee  of  1834,  that  a termination  should  be  pui  to  them,  198-205 
They  must  not  get  relief  from  any  charity,  and  they  must  not  have  property  exceed- 
ing a certain  amount,  206 The  pensions  are  given  to  masters,  mates,  and  seamen; 

amount  granted  to  seamen,  207-211. 

There  is  no  rule  laid  down  by  which  the  number  of  annuitants  at  any  harbour  or  port 

is  regulated  at  all  by  the  amount  of  tonnage,  212,  213.  222.  224 A committee  is 

appointed  to  allot  the  monies  that  fall  in  : rule  upon  which  this  committee  has  acted, 

214 — ; — Pensions  granted  to  widows  and  orphans,  215-221 No  pensions  of  the 

nature  of  those  which  are  paid  from  the  English  lights  are  paid  from  the  Scotcli  or  Irish 

lights,  223 The  Board  consider  that  they  have  a right  to  distribute  these  monies  by 

the  patents  of  the  lighthouses,  225-229- They  consider  Parliament  has  no  right  to 

interfere  and  control  them  for  the  public  interest,  230-237 Counsel’s  opinion  has  not 

been  taken  ou  this  point,  but  witness  has  no  doubt  that  their  legal  advisers  are  of  the 

same  opinion,  238,  239 The  Trinity  Board  have  decided  to  continue  to  grant  these 

pensions,  240-254. 

Rule  observed  by  the  Board  in  makiug  the  sum  to  be  distributed  24,000 1.  a year  for 
out-pensions,  there  having  been  a greater  surplus  from  the  light  dues  now  in  conse- 
quence of  the  purchases  made  by  the  Trinity  Board,  than  there  was  before,  255-262 
As  many  fresh  objects  are  put  on  as  will  absorb  the  whole  of  that  amount  so  appro- 
priable, 256 Recommendation  of  the  Committee  of  1834,  that  a modification  of  the 

light  dues  should  be  made  with  regard  to  steam-vessels ; how  far  this  has  been  acted 

upon  by  the  Board,  263-273 Recommendation  of  the  Committee  of  1834,  that  there 

should  be  a fixed  payment  for  the  United  Kingdom  for  every  light  the  vessel  has  to  pass, 
and  from  which  she  may  derive  benefit  in  the  voyage  to  or  from  her  destined  port; 
mode  in  which  the  Board  acts  in  this  respect,  274-293. 

Variation  in  the  mode  of  levying  the  lights  in  Scotland,  England,  and  Ireland,  277 

No  reduction  can  be  expected  in  the  amount  of  light  dues  until  the  debt  of  the 

Board  be  paid,  281-297 Considerable  sum  of  money  laid  out  by  the  Board  since  the 

purchase  of  the  lights  by  them  in  improving  them  and  in  building  additional  accom- 
modations, 298-300 The  new  lights  have  been  put  on  exactly  the  same  footing  as 

the  old  lights,  301 The  expenses  which  have  been  incurred  in  new  buildings  and 

putting  the  newly-purchased  lights  into  good  repair  have  been  paid  out  of  the  revenues 

ot  the  Trinity  Board,  302 The  Trinity-house  pilots  are  examined  on  the  spot  where 

the  candidate  proposes  to  follow  his  profession ; it  is  done  by  the  sub-commissioners  of 
pilotage ; proportion  of  the  Board  of  twenty  which  is  appointed  to  this  duty,  303-307 
An  inquiry  into  the  efficiency  of  the  pilots  takes  place  oftener  than  once  in  five 

years  by  the  Trinity  Board,  308 It  would  be  beneficial  that  in  Scotland  and  Ireland 

they  should  be  examined  in  the  same  manner  as  they  are  in  England  by  the  Trinity 
Board,  309. 

[Second  Examination.] — Explanation  of,  and  observations  upon,  former  evidence, 
4007  — Eirst,  as  to  the  number  of  members  requisite  to  carry  on  the  lighthouse  depart- 
ment of  the  Trinity  Board,  ib. Secondly,  as  to  the  application  of  the  surplus  revenue 

not  necessary  for  the  maintenance  of  the  lights,  4607-461 1 The  surplus  funds  are 

applicable  to  any  purpose  tending  to  the  increase  of  navigation,  to  the  good  government 

and  establishment  of  the  Corporation,  and  to  the  relief  of  poor  mariners,  4607 How 

iar  the  charter  o(  incorporation  of  the  Trinity-house  sets  forth  that  the  surplus  shall  be 
applied  to  charitable  purposes ; case  quoted  in  support  of  the  opinion  that  it  is  so  appli- 
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Telly,  Sir  John  Henry , Bart.,  and  Jacob  Herbert.  (Analysis  of  their  Evidence) — continued. 

cable,  4612-4655 Explanation  of  witness’s  meaning  by  the  statement  made  in  his 

former  evidence,  that  the  reduction  of  light  dues  would  be  no  relief  to  shipowners,  4656 
, — -No  case  has  been  made  out  by  the  owners  of  steam-vessels  that  they  are  entitled  to 
any  exemption  or  modification  of  the  light  dues  that  sailing-vessels  should  not  equally 
enjoy,  4657. 

Debt  incurred  by  the  Trinity-house  by  the  purchase  of  the  lights ; the  surplus  of  the 
light  dues  alone,  and  not  of  the  whole  revenue  of  the  Corporation,  should  be  applied  to 

the  liquidation  of  it,  4658-4668 The  Trinity-house  do  not  contemplate  any  reduction 

of  their  pensions,  but  they  do  not  grant  any  new  ones,  4668-4670 It  is  doubtful 

whether  relieving  the  coasting  trade  from  the  light  dues  would  be  any  relief  as  long  as 
the  competition  of  the  steam-vessels  and  railroads  is  acting  against  the  original  coasters, 

4672-4674- List  cf  lights,  &c.  on  account  of  which  a difference  between  the  rates 

payable  by  oversea  and  by  coasting-vessels  is  levied  by  the  Corporation  of  Trinity-house, 
London,  4675-4679.  ' 

The  Trinity  house  have  only  applied  the  screw-pile  in  the  erection  of  lighthouses  on 
sand,  to  the  Maplin  Sand  Light,  as  far  as  lighthouses  are  concerned,  4680 — —But  they 
are  erecting  a beacon  on  Tongue  Sand  ; the  piles  to  the  latter  are  just  screwed  in,  and 

the  other  work  is  going  on,  ib. The  foundation  has  not  yet  been  sufficiently  tested, 

4681 Another  plan  is  being  tried  at  the  same  time,  Dr.  Potts’s ; description  of  this 

plan,  4682,  4683 Supposing  either  of  these  to  succeed,  a fixed  light  would  be  far 

preferable  to  a floating  light,  4684 The  column  erected  by  Mr.  Bush  on  the  Goodwin 

Sands  is  quite  ridiculous;  he  has  been  forbidden  exhibiting  a light  there,  4685-4688 

No  complaint  has  been  made  to  the  Trinity-house  with  respect  to  the  light  now 

erecting  near  Trevose  Head ; evidence  as  to  the  position  in  which  it  is  placed,  4689- 
4706. See  also  Herbert,  Jacob. 


Telly,  Sir  J.  H.,  Bart.  Minute  of  the  deputy-master  of  the  Trinity-house,  London,  sub- 
mitted to  the  court  of  that  corporation,  6th  February  1844,  upon  the  subject  of  light- 
houses, App.  345 Minute  of  the  deputy-master  read  at  the  court  held  4th  March 

1845,  being  in  continuation  of  his  previous  minute,  read  6th  February  1844,  ib.  355. 

Pembroke.  Letter,  dated  15th  March  1845,  from  the  Reverend  William  Harries,  repre- 
senting the  defective  lighting  of  the  coast  adjacent  to  Pembroke,  App.  652. 

Peninsular  and  Oriental  Steam  Navigation  Company.  Remarks  by  the  Committee  relative 

to  the  amounts  paid  by  the  company  for  light  dues,  Pep.  xvi In  the  event  of  the 

light  dues  being  taken  off,  and  the  contract  open  again,  the  cost  of  the  mail  service  would 
be  reduced  by  the  amount  of  light  dues  remitted,  A.  Anderson  1842.  1938— 194!  The 
ships  of  this  company  being  liable  under  the  contract  to  be  used  as  ships  of  war,  ought 
to  be  relieved  as  much  as  possible  from  the  charge  of  lights,  ib.  igog-1912-  j927>  192° 
Return  showing  the  power  and  draught  of  water,  the  number  of  vessels  and  the  arma- 
ment the  vessels  of  the  Peninsular  and  Oriental  Steam  Navigation  Company  are  capable 

of  carrying,  delivered  in,  ib.  1912 This  is  in  order  to  show  the  benefit  of  private 

enterprize  in  increasing  the  maritime  force  of  the  country,  ib.  1912—1920-  And  also 
that  these  steam-vessels  are  very  valuable  appendages  in  the  event  of  war,  ib.  1912-1920 

Return  of  steam  vessels  belonging  to  the  company,  16th  April  1845,  App.  091  - 

Return  of  steam-vessels  building  lor  the  company,  16th  April  1845,  ib.  enera 
summary  of  steam-vessels  belonging  to  the  company,  ib. 

See  also  Seamen.  Steam  Vessels,  2.  5.  Suez.  Small  Cargoes. 

Pennington,  Mr.  G.  J.  Correspondence  between,  on  behalf  of  the  Treasury,  and  the 
Trinity-house,  relative  to  the  purchase  of  certain  lighthouses,  App.  460. 

Pensions.  Observations  generally  relative  to  the  expenditure  of  the  Trinity  Board,  under 
the  head  of  pensions,  Sep.  xxvii,  xxviii Disregard  of  the  Trinity  Board  to  recom- 

mendations of  previons  Select  Committees  of  The  House,  as  to  applying,  on  o f-  lg  ‘ 
dues,  large  sums  in  pensions  and  other  charitable  purposes,  ib.  xxv 11  — moun  app  te 
in  the  year  1843,  to  the  almshouses  at  Deptford,  and  as  pensions  to  infirm  and  disabled 
seamen  and  their  families  ; amount  of  subscriptions  to  public  charities,  ?.  u 
of  pensioners,  men,  women,  and  children,  in  1844;  rate  of  pensions  to .different  classes 

ib.  xxvii Opinion  of  the  Committee  “that  all  pensions  and  charitable  allowances 

now  paid  by  the  Trinity  Corporation  out  of  the  surplus  light  dues,  (except  retiring 
pensions  to  servants  belonging  to  the  establishment)  should  cease  wit  • 

individuals  now  on  the  pension  list;  and  that  ihe  sums  requisite  to  pay _su  P > 

be  provided  for  by  Parliament,”  ib.  xxviii- Regulations  adopted  y 

respect  to  the  pensions  payable  to  decayed  seamen,  upon  the  recommeu  n 

Committee  of  1834,  that  a termination  should  be- put  t.o  them.  Sir  J.  Pe  y 9 I - 5 

Pensioners  must  not  get  relief  from  any  other  chanty,  and  they  must  u P P ^ 

exceeding  a certain  amount,  ib.  206 The  pensions  are  given  to  ma  > . s . 

seamen;  amount  granted  to  seamen,  ib.  207-211 There  u no  rule  laid  down  by 

which  the  number  of  annuitants  at  any  harbour  or  port,  is  legulated  a J . 

of  tonnage,  ib.  212,  213.  222-224 — —A  Committee  is  appointed  to  allot  the  monies 
0.36.  5°  3 
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Pensions — continued. 

that  fall  in  ; rule  upon  which  this  Committee  has  acted,  Sir  J.  Pelly  214 -Pensions 

granted  to  widows  and  orphans,  ib.  215-221. 

No  pensions  of  the  nature  of  those  which  are  paid  from  the  English  lights,  are  paid 

from  the  Scotch  or  Irish  lights,  Sir  J.  Felly  223 The  Trinity  Board  has  decided  to 

continue  to  grant  these  pensions,  ib.  240-254 Rule  observed  by  the  Board  in  making- 

the  sum  to  be  distributed  24,000  l.  a year,  for  out-pensioners,  ib.  255-262 As  many 

fresh  objects  are  put  on  as  will  absorb  the  whole  of  that  sum  so  appropriable,  ib.  256 

Explanation  of  an  item  in  the  account  placed  before  the  Committee  by* witness 

with  regard  to  pensions,  Herbert  463-465 Parties  generally  to  whom  pensions  are 

paid,  ib.  509-534. 

One  committee  of  the  Trinity  Board  is  the  committee  for  pensioners,  consisting  of 
five  members;  their  duties,  Herbert  509,  et  seq. Number  of  pensions  payable  in  Ire- 
land ; manner  in  which  they  are  paid,  ib.  552-556 Number  of  pensioners  in  Scot- 
land and  England  ib.  557,  558 A considerable  number  of  out-pensioners  are  paid  in 

Scotland,  but  not  in  proportion  to  the  amount  paid  for  tonnage,  J.  Mitchell  866-871  — 
The  Trinity-house  do  not  contemplate  any  reduction  of  their  pensions,  but  they  do  not 
gram  any  new  ones,  Sir  J.  IT.  Pelly  4668-4670. 

No  pensions  are  allowed  by  the  Northern  Light  Commissioners  to  any  but  persons 
who  have  been  the  servants  of  the  establishment,  Stevenson  1752-1759. 

Return  of  the  number  of  pensioners  receiving  relief  from  the  Trinity-house,  distin- 
guishing men,  women,  and  children,  on  1st  January  in  each  of  the  six  years,  183710 

1842,  both  inclusive;  also  an  abstract  of  the  number  of  vacancies,  App.  389 List  of 

applicants  for  the  charity  of  the  Corporation  of  Trinity-house,  London,  resident  at  the 

port  of  Dundee,  1826  to  1845,  ib.  392 Return  of  the  number  of  pensioners  receiving 

relief  from  the  Trinity-house  on  the  1st  Jauuary  in  each  of  the  years  1841,  1842,  1843, 
and  1844,  distinguishing  men,  women,  and  children;  also  the  number  of  vacancies' 
ib.  393. 

See  also  Charities.  Monthly  Pension  List.  Shields,  South. 

Perry,  Commodore.  Since  the  visit  of  Commodore  Perry  of  the  American  navy  to  this 
country,  the  American  lights  have  been  decidedly  improved,  Moore  1188. 

Petitions.  Petition  of  owners  and  others  connected  with  steam  shipping  trading  to  and 
from  the  port  of  Liverpool,  to  the  House  of  Commons,  praying  for  relief  from  the  pre- 
sent heavy  impost  of  light  dues,  and  urging  the  expediency  of  supporting  the  lights 

from  the  public  revenues,  App.  658 Petition  of  shipowners,  merchants,  and  others  of 

South  Shields  to  the  like  effect,  ib.  659. 

See  also  Aberdeen  Steam  Navigation  Company.  Aithen,  Mr.  Campbeltown. 
Currie,  Mr,,  8pc.  Dublin  and  Cork  Sleam-pachet  Company.  Dundee,  Perth, 
and  London  Shipping  Company.  Greenock.  Kennedy,  Mr.  Leith.  Liver- 
pool. Maintenance  of  Lights,  1 . Montrose.  Shields,  South.  Shipping 
Interest,  2.  Steam  Vessels,  2. 

Pharos  Light.  See  Alexandria. 

Phillipps,  William.  (Analysis  of  his  Evidence.) — Shipowner  and  sliipbrokerin  London ; has 

been  so  above  twelve  years, 3333, 3334 Has  the  management  and  agency  of  a very  great 

many  ships,  3335 Chiefly  in  the  American  trade,  and  in  the  Indian  and  China  trade, 

3336 Statement  of  the  light  dues  and  pilotage  paid  by  witness’s  firm  for  the  last 

three  years,  with  the  amount  of  tonnage  upon  which  it  was  paid  ; amount  per  ton  for  the 

lights,  3337-3344 The  complaint  against  the  light  dues  is  their  exorbitancy;  this 

immense  tax  levied  upon  our  sli  pping  might  be  avoided,  3345 More  money  is  levied 

than  is  necessary  for  the  service  performed,  3346 Way  in  which  a reduction  might 

be  effected,  particularly  with  reference  to  the  enormous  sum  paid  for  the  collection, 
3347~335' The  lights  do  not  bear  heavier  upon  our  trade  than  on  other  trades, 

3352  All  British  ships  are  on  a par,  and  all  foreign  ships  trading  to  this  country, 

3353  Foreign  vessels  pass  down  Channel,  and  do  not  pay  the  light  dues,  unless  they 

1 ouch  any  where,  3354~3356 ylf  they  put  in  in  distress  they  do  not  pay,  3356 If 

they  come  in  for  any  purpose  of  business,  and  do  not  even  break  bulk,  thev  pay;  in- 
stance of  American  ships  calling  at  Cowes  for  orders,  3356—3358. 

It  would  be  a very  satisfactory  mode  of  collection  if  an  annual  payment  per  ton  might 
he  made,  with  liberty  to  all  ships  to  use  the  lights  as  ofien  as  their  convenience  might 

require  them,  3361-3363.  3366,  3367-3369 'Foreign  ships  should  pav  an  equal  rate 

per  ton  when  they  come  into  port,  3364,  3365 A very  small  rate  would  be  equivalent 

to  the  cost  of  maintaining  the  lights,  3368,  3369 The  lights  should  be  placed  under 

a Government  Board,  and  every  Government  vessel  should  contribute  in  the  same  ratio 

as  the  commercial  shipping  of  the  country,  3369 The  Navy  should  contribute  a fair 

share,  3370.  3393- — The  pilotage  is  also  a very  heavy  charge  upon  vessels  in  the  coast- 
ing trade  ; it  requires  as  much  looking  into  as  the ‘light  dues,  3371-3374 Other 

advantages  the  trade  of  this  country  would  derivefrom  having  a fixed  rate  per  ton  levied 

instead 
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PhUlipps,  William.  (Analysis  of  his  Evidence) — continued. 

instead  ol  the  present  system,  3375~33^ Many  vessels  are  prevented  taking  partial 

cargoes  on  account  ot  the  light  dues,  3376-3383. 

Decrease  in  the  rate  of  freights  in  1842,  1843,  and  1844;  an  improvement  has  taken 

place  this  year,  3384-3388 Whilst  the  freights  and  profits  on  shipping  have  decreased, 

the  light  dues  and  pilot  dues  have  remained  the  same,  3387 Relieving  our  shipping 

from  light  dues  would  be  a great  advantage,  in  allowing  them  to  compete  better  with 
foreign  ships,  3388-3392.  3394-3398-. — Our  Merchant  Seamen’s  Act  is  a very  onerous 
one,  3395 Our  Acts  of  Reciprocity,  which  are  one-sided  affairs  entirely,  are  very  objec- 
tionable, 3395.3396 The  Trinity-house  lights  are  very  efficient ; the  ouly  objection 

is  to  the  charge,  3399,  3400 The  whole  of  the  lights  should  be  at  the  national  expense, 

the  community  generally  benefiting  by  them;  this  opinion  is  general  among  shipowners, 

3401-3407 Now,  more  than  at  any  other  period,  relief  is  required  from  these  dues, 

3403-3406. 

Pilotage: 

1.  Generally. 

2.  Reference  to  the  Committee  appointed  by  the  Trinity  Board,  called  the 

“ Committee  for  Pilotage.” 

3.  Appointment  of  Sub-committees  of  Pilotage  at  the  Outports. 

4.  Evidence  as  to  the  Pilotage  of  the  Port  of  Dundee. 

1.  Generally: 

There  is  no  necessary  connexion  between  the  pilotage  and  the  management  of  the 

lighthouses,  Sir  J.  Pelly  16-22 Parties  before  whom  complaints  respecting  pilotage 

are  laid,  and  bow  acted  upon,  Herbert  430-432.  436 Explanation  of  a sum  under 

the  head  of  boat-hire,  pilotage,  and  salvage,  in  an  account  of  the  expenditure  of  the 

Trinity  Board  placed  before  the  Committee  by  witness,  ib.  466 The  pilotage  is  a 

heavy  charge  upon  vessels  in  the  coasting  trade;  it  requires  as  much  looking  into  as 

the  light  dues,  Phillipps  3371-3374 Inconvenience  to  which  the  shipping  is  put 

from  the  management  of  the  pilotage  of  the  United  Kingdom  being  under  three  different 
Boards,  Williams  4094-4098. 

2.  Reference  to  the  Committee,  appointed  by  the  Trinity  Board,  called  the  “ Com- 

mittee for  Pilotage 

One  committee  of  the  Trinity  Board  is  a committee  for  pilotage,  consisting  of  three 

members,  Herbert  391 This  committee  supervises  all  the  matters  connected  with 

the  supply  and  maintenance  of  the  lighthouses  and  light-vessels,  ib.  391 It  is  the 

duty  of  this  committee  to  attend  to  all  subjects  brought  under  the  notice  of  the  Corpo- 
ration with  respect  to  pilotage,  ib.  395.  403 Except  the  examination  of  pilots  ; that 

rests  with  the  examining  committee,  ib.  395-403 Their  duties  are  to  examine  all 

persons  producing  an  order  from  the  Admiralty  to  undergo  an  examination  as  masters 

and  second  masters  in  the  Navy,  ib.  404 And  also  all  persons  applying  for  licences 

as  pilots  within  the  London  district,  ib.  404-406. 

3.  Appointment  of  Sub-committees  of  Pilotage  at  the  Outports : 

Mode  in  which  the  sub-committees  of  pilotage  at  the  outports  are  appointed ; class 
of  persons  appointed  as  examiners  ; remuneration  received  by  them,  Herbert,  408-419. 

4.  Evidence  as  to  the  Pilotage  in  the  Port  of  Dundee  : 

Evidence  generally  respecting  the  pilotage  in  the  port  of  Dundee;  yacht  kept ; ex- 
pense of  keeping  up  the  pilot  establishment;  vessels  have  been  lost  for  want  of 

pilots,  Kennedy  2143-2160 The  pilotage  which  would  be  receivable  from  strangers 

frequenting  the  port  of  Dundee  would  not  be  equal  to  having  an  efficient  pilotage 

system,  unless  a much  higher  rate  were  exacted,  ib.  2161-2166 Evidence  respecting 

the  examination  of  parties  who' apply  for  licences  as  pilots,  ib.  2213-2215. 

See  also  New  York.  Prussia.  Toy  River. 

Pilots.  An  inquiry  into  the  efficiency  of  the  pilots  takes  place  oftener  than  once  in  five 

years  by  the  Trinity  Board,  Sir  J.  Pelly  308 It  would  be  beneficial  that  in  Scotland 

and  Ireland  they  should  be  examined  in  the  same  manner  as  they  are  in  England,  by 

1 lie  Trinity  Board,  ib.  309 During  the  present  year  all  pilots  belonging  to  the  port 

of  London  have  passed  through  a course  of  examination  and  inspection  by  the  pilot 
committee  at  the  Trinity-house,  Herbert  423-429 The  number  of  pilots  is  regu- 

lated according  to  the  trade  of  the  port,  ib.  433. 

The  Trinily-house  pilots  are  examined  on  the  spot  where  the  candidate  proposes  to 
follow  liis  profession,  Sir  J.  Pelly  303 It  is  done  by  the  sub-cotumissiontrs  ol  pilot- 

age; proportion  of  the  Board  of  twenty  which  is  appointed  to  this  duty,  ib.  304-307 
There  is  also  a committee  for  examinations,  consisting  of  four  members,  appointed  by 

0.36.  5 c 4 the 
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Pilots — continued. 

the  Court  of  Corporation,  Herbert  404 No  persons  are  allowed  to  be  examined  for 

pilots  after  35  years  of  age,  ib.  420— — The  licences  are  allowed  to  be  continued  until  a 
man  is  worn  out ; this  varies  according  to  the  constitution  of  the  individual,  ib.  421, 

422 Every  sea  pilot  in  Prussia  must  have  served  either  as  master  or  mate,  and  must 

have  passed  his  examination  in  one  or  the  other  capacity,  Hebeler  2453. 

Complaints  made  by  many  of  the  pilots  of  the  inadequacy  of  their  remuneration, 

Herbert  434 The  complaints  from  the  shipping  have  not  been  with  respect  to  the 

charge  for  pilotage,  but  against  the  pilots,  with  reference  to  their  conduct,  ib.  435. 

From  the  frequency  of  the  trips  of  witness’s  vessels,  and  those  of  his  colleagues,  from 
Southampton,  and  the  knowledge  that  the  crew  and  masters  must  have  of  the  harbour, 
it  would  be  advisable  to  have  a permanent  pilot  attached  to  the  crew  of  the  ship  instead 

of  taking  local  pilots  in  and  out,  A.  Anderson  1847-1856 This  is  not  allowed  by  law, 

ib.  i852.°i858 Witness’s  vessels  have  been  delayed  off  the  Needles  passage  waiting 

for  the  Southampton  pilots,  ib.  1857. See  also  Prussia.  Tay  River. 

Fladda  Light.  Objection  to  the  dues  for  the  Pladda  light  being  exacted  from  the  steamers 
plying  between  Campbeltown  and  Glasgow;  they  derive  no  benefit  whatever  from  it; 
it  is  scarcely  seen,  M'Mvrchy  2545.  2574-2578. 

Plymouth.  Letter,  dated  15th  April  1845,  from  Mr.  John  Collier,  deputy-chairman  of  the 
Plymouth  Chamber  of  Commerce,  relative  to  the  private  lights,  &c.  maintained  at  that 
port,  App.  652. 

Point  de  Galle  (Ceylon).  Witness  has  been  employed  for  erecting  an  iron  lighthouse  at 
Point  de  Galle,  in  Ceylon,  and  his  reports,  specifications,  and  designs  are  now  before 
Lord  Stanley,  Gordon  4386,  4387 The  lighthouse  is  not  yet  completed,  ib. 

Port  and  Harbour  Dues.  See  Foreign  Lights.  Prussia.  Ramsgate  Harbour. 

Portland  Light.  See  Charities,  4. 

Portpatrick.  Letter,  dated  18th  April  1845,  from  Mr.  Alan  Stevenson,  relative  to  the  lights 
maintained  at  Portpatrick,  App.  670. 

Portsmouth,  Spithead,  Spc.  Account,  by  Mr.  William  Purdo,  Queen’s  harbour-master  of 
Portsmouth,  of  the  private  lights,  buoys,  &c.  maintained  at  that  harbour,  App.  653. 

Position  of  Lighthouses  (Northern  Lights).  The  whole  of  the  existing  lights  are  best  suited 
to  their  present  situation,  Stevenson  1628. 

See  also  Start  Point.  Surveys.  Swin  Light. 

Potts,  Dr.  See  Screw  Piles. 

Prince’s  Channel.  Suggestion  that  the  Prince’s  Channel  should  be  both  buoyed  and  lighted 

forthwith,  Washington  4534 Witness’s  lighthouses  might  be  usefully  placed  iu  the 

Queen’s  or  the  Prince’s  Channel,  A.  Mitchell  5383 Number  of  lights  which  would  be 

requisite  to  light  the  Queen’s  or  the  Prince’s  Channel ; probable  expense,  ib.  5391. 

Private  Lights.  Annual  payment  from  which  the  Consolidated  Fund  was  relieved  by  the 

purchase  of  the.  private  lights,  Young  3540 It  would  have  been  but  equitable  that  a 

principal  sum,  equal  to  the  amount  so  annually  paid,  should  have  been  contributed  out 

of  the  Consolidated  Fund,  topurchase  that  which  so  tended  to  relieve  it,  ib.  3541-3545 

Purchase  of  several  private  lighthouses  by  the  Trinity-house ; the  payment  of  this  sum 
out  of  the  light  dues  is  an  obstacle  to  any  immediate  reduction,  R.  Anderson  3936-3940 

Under  the  reciprocity  treaties,  the  Consolidated  Fund  paid  to  the  owners  of  the 

private  lighthouses  the  deficiency  of  tonnage  they  used  to  charge  on  foreign  vessels, 

ib.  3941 Since  the  purchase  of  these  lights  by  the  Trinity-house,  the  Consolidated 

Fund  is  relieved  from  this  payment,  ib.  3942,  3943 It  amounts  to  so  small  a sum 

that  it  is  of  no  consequence  whether  the  Government  pays  it  or  not,  ib. 

See  also  America,  2.  Ayr.  Berwick-upon-Tweed.  Brixham  Harbour.  Buriy 

Port  (Pembrey).  Burntisland.  Campbeltown.  Carnarvon  Harbour.  Dover. 

Folkestone  Harbour.  Greenock.  Hartlepool.  Liverpool.  Repairs. 
Scarborough.  Seaham  Harbour.  Shoreham  Harbour.  Solway  Frith. 
Stonehaven. 

Provisioning  Ships.  Increased  expenses  attending  the  outfit  and  sailing  charges  of  British 
vessels,  as  compared  with  foreign  vessels;  British  vessels  require  reduction  of  those 
expenses,  to  enable  them  to  compete  with  foreign  vessels  and  with  railroads,  Rep.  xx 
— -Ships  employed  in  foreign  trade  have  had  some  relief  by  being  allowed  to  take  in 

their  provisions  from  bond  ; the  coasting  trade  has  not  had  that  indulgence,  ib. The 

relaxation  of  the  law  by  which  vessels  going  abroad  can  provision  out  of  bond  has  been 

of  the  greatest  possible  consequence  to  the  shipping,  Chapman^S,  3777 It  would  be 

a great  relief  to  the  coasting  trade  to  allow  them  to  provision  out  of  bond  3 this  relief 
should  be  afforded  at  once,  R.  Anderson  3954-3956.  3965-3967. 

Prussia. 
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Prasstn.  In  Prussia,  the  maintenance  of  the  lighthouses  is  provided  for  by  the  provincial 
authorities;  no  specific  charges  are  levied  lor  light  dues,  Pep.  xsvi^iln  pLsia  Urn 
lighthouses  are  maintained  by  ,he  Government,  Uebdsr  34, 6— The  charges  for  pilom™ 
light  and  harbour  dues  are  included  under  one  head,  fixed  by  royal  ordinances  at  Uie 
different  ports,  varying  slightly  according  ,0  the  distance  from  the  sea,  and  the  Ja.be? 
of  lights  and  beacons,  ,1 . 0417-0405.  11433,  0434 There  is  no  di’fferem.e 

LTTJSs  trX™TT  ’ u'f426,  W 243°-*43* Ships  in  ballast  pay  one- 

half,  ib.  2428,  2429—  The  pilots  are  paid  by  government,  and  whether  vessels  take 

then,  or  not  a charge  ,s  made  for  them,  .4  0434-0441 pr0p0rtio„  the  charges  for 

lighthouses,  pilots,  and  harbour  dues  Prussia  bear  to  what  Prussian  ships  pav  In 

London,  1/1.  0440-0444.  0448-0450 Regulations  regarding  lighthouses  m Prussia 

App.  032.  * 

See  also  Abercrombie,  Mr.  Pilots. 

r«blic  Lights.  All  the  general  public  liglils  are  new  under  die  Corporation  of  the  Trinity- 
house,  Sir  J.  retly  82-86.  3 


Purchase  of  Lighthouses : 

1.  Generally. 

2.  Papers  laid  before  the  Committee. 

1.  Generally  : 

By  the  3 Geo.  4,  c.  3,  the  leases  of  certain  lighthouses  which  bad  in  former  years 
been  granted  by  the  Trinity-house  to  piivate  individuals  were  purchased  back  at  an 

expense  of  65,329/.,  Rep.  iii Viz.  in  1823  the  Fkthohns  Light  for  15,829/.:  in  182c 

the  Fern  Light  for  36,000  /. ; and  in  1829  the  Burnham  Light  for  13,500/.,  ib. This 

amount  became  a charge  to  that  extent  on  the  lighthouse  dues  paid  by  the  commercial 

shipping  of  the  country,  ib. In  this  Act  power  was,  for  the  first  time,  given  to  the 

Trinity-house,  with  the  consent  or  on  requisition  of  the  Grown,  to  reduce,  modify,  or 

relinquish  light  dues,  ib. The  Corporation  has  since  exercised  this  power  to  relieve 

the  shipping  from  part  of  their  burdens,  ib. 

Bill  introduced  by  the  Government  in  1836,  giving  power  to  the  Corporation  of  the 
Trimty-liouse  to  purchase  the  five  private  lighthouses  of  Harwich,  Dungeness,  Winterton, 

Hunstanton,  and  Orford,  held  by  individuals  under  leases  from  the  Crown,  ib. 

Conditions  upon  which  the  Crown  surrendered  its  rights  in  these  five  lighthouses,  ib. 

Reasons  for  delaying  the  purchase  of  all  the  lights  held  by  individuals  under  lease  from 
the  Trinity-house  and  under  lease  from  the  Treasury,  and  also  by  Act  of  Parliament,  as 

recommended  by  the  Committee  of  1834,  Sir  J.'Pelly  40,  et  seq. Principle  upon 

which  several  of  the  lights  were  purchased  ; prices  paid,  &c.,  ib.  52-78 The  Trinity 

Board  has  put  all  these  newly-purchased  lights  on  the  same  footing  as  the  lights  pre- 
viously managed  by  it ; extent  to  which  relief  has  been  afforded  to  the  shipping  by  this, 
ib.  79,  80- — -At  the  present  moment  all  the  lights  in  England  give  the  same  relief  as 

regards  shipping  and  ships  in  distress,  ib.  81 The  annual  revenue  of  the  purchased 

lights  has  paid  the  interest  of  the  money  laid  out  and  also  the  expenses,  and  left  a 
surplus,  Herbert  87,  88. 

Considerable  sum  of  money  laid  out  by  the  Trinity  Board  since  the  purchase  of  the 
lights  by  them,  in  improving  them,  and  in  building  additional  accommodations,  Sir  «/? 

Pelly  298-300 The  new  lights  have  been  put  on  the  same  footing  as  the  old  lighis, 

ib.  301 The  expenses  which  have  been  incurred  in  new  buildings,  and  putting  the 

newly-purchased  lights  into  good  repair,  have  been  paid  out  of  the  revenues  of  the 

Trinity  Board,  ib.  302 The  expenses  of  the  Trinity  Board  have  greatly  increased  since 

their  purchase  of  the  lighthouses,  but  the  lights  have  been  very  much  improved,  and  new 
lights  have  been  added,  Herbert  658-663. 


2.  Papers  laid  before  the  Committee : 

Return  of  the  amount  paid  by  the  Corporation  of  the  Trinity-house  for  the  purchase 
of  lighthouses  under  the  6 & 7 Will.  4,  c.  79 ; examination  thereupon,  Herbert  828-853 
* — —Return  of  the  names  of  lights  purchased  by  the  Trinity-house  under  the  Act  6 & 7 

Will.  4,  c.  79,  showing  the  proprietors’  names,  purchase-money,  &c.  App.  442 Return 

showing  the  amount  paid  by  tne  Trinity-house  for  the  purchase  of  lighthouses  under 
the  Act  6 & 7 Will.  4,  c.  79,  with  net  revenue  thereon  siuce  the  purchase,-  charges  of 
maintenance  in  the  same  period  ; balance  of  deficiency  remaining  to  be  discharged  31st 

December  1843,  ib.  443 Detailed  statement  of  the  charges  of  each  separate  light 

included  in  amounts  of  purchase-money,  ib.  444 Siatement  showing  the  amount 

claimed  out  of  the  Consolidated  Fund  on  account  of  the  proprietors  of  each  light,  for 
one  year  prior  to  the  purchase  of  the  said  lights  by  the  Trinity-house,  with  the  total 

amount  of  principal  and  interest  paid  up  to  30th  June  1845,  ib.  449 Siatement  of  the 

result  of  the  purchases  of  certain  lighthouses,  as  respects  the  profit  and  loss  thereof  for 

the  year  1843,  ib.  450 Return  of  the  annuities  chargeable  on  the  revenues  of  light- 

0,36.  5 P houses 
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Purchase  of  Lighthouses — continued. 

2.  Papers  laid  before  the  Committee— continued, 
house,  purchased  hv  lire  Corporation,  showing  the  amount  anti  value  of  each  annuity, 
and  whether  included  inthe  purchase-money  or  not,  App.  450— Copy  ol  the  statement 
or  calculation  by  which  the  rights  of  the  Crown  m the  severs  Irg hthouses  at  Hurwrch, 
Dunveness,  &c.'  were  estimated  to  amount  to  300,000  l.  on  1st  January  1837  451 

—Copies  of  correspondence  relating  to  the  purchase  of  certain  lighthouses  between 
the  Trinity-house,  Treasury,  and  proprietors,  ib.  453,  et  seq. 

See  also  Braybrooke,  Lord.  B uchannan,  Rev.  A.  H.,  &c.  Clayton,  Mr.  Debt. 

Dunveness  Lighthouse.  Harwich  Lights.  Hunstanton  Light.  Longslups 
Light.  Private  Lights.  Repairs.  Skerries  Lighthouse.  Smalls 
lighthouse.  Spurn  Light.  Tynemouth  Light.  # 

Q. 

Quebec.  The  two  catoptric  lights  on  witness’s  plan  at  Quebec  have  burnt  satisfactorily; 
since  witness  has  introduced  this  lamp  he  has  never  had  complaints  as  to  the  oil  he  has 
used;  it  would  answer  quite  as  well  as  sperm  oil  for  all  the  lights  round  our  coast,  Wil- 
kins 3466-3479. 

R. 

Railroads.  The  late  increase  of  railroads  from  the  coal  districts  in  the  North,  and  the 
expectation  that  they  will  soon  be  employed  to  supply  London  with  coal,  consequently 
affecting  the  coasting  coal  trade,  is  a subject  of  vital  interest  for  the  consideration  of 

Parliament,  Rep.  xviii Coals  could  be  conveyed  by  railway  from  South  Durham  to 

London  at  three  farthings  per  ton  per  mile,  which  would  materially  injure  the  coasting 

trade  unless  relief  be  given  in  their  sailing  expenses,  ib.  xix Competition  likely  to 

arise  with  the  coasting  trade  from  the  extension  of  railways,  R.  Anderson  3944,  394-5- 

‘lOCT-wfo.  ^068-3070 It  is  a national  object  to  protect  our  coasting  trade  against 

such  competition,  ib.  3946-395* Relief  from  the  light  dues  would  be  a very  con- 
siderable assistance,  ib.  3953-  , , , .1  , „ 

Hope  expressed  by  witness  that  the  country  will  take  the  lights  upon  themselves, 
seeino-  that  they  are  advocating  the  making  of  railways  in  all  directions,  so  as  to  knock 

up  the  coasting  trade,  Willson  4605 The  light  dues  have  been  felt  more  and  more 

severely  every  year  that  the  railroads  have  been  progressing,  ib.  4606 ;It  is  doubtful 

whether  relieving  the  coasting  trade  from  the  light  dues  would  be  any  relief  so  long  as 
the  competition  of  steam-vessels  and  railroads  is  acting  against  the  original  coasters, 

' SirJ.  Felly  4672-4674 Reduction  made  by  the  Aberdeen  Steam  Navigation  Com- 

pany in  their  fares,  in  anticipation  of  the  railways  going  North  interfering  with  their  traffic 
unless  they  had  done  so,  Just  4754-4758. 

See  also  Coasting  Trade,  2.  Provisioning  Ships. 

Ramsgate  Harbour.  Tlie  passing  tolls  for  Ramsgate  and  Dover  are  very  heavy,  Raydeti 

A(\zn- The  Ramsgate  and  Dover  harbour  dues  are  equally  as  injurious  and  more 

oppressive  than  the  lights,  Ogilby  3155-3166 Letter,  dated  6th  August  1845,  from 

Mr.  Thomas  M.  Shadwell,  relative  to  the  private  lights  maintained  at  the  harbour  ot 

Ramsgate,  App.  653. See  also  Admeasurement  af  Vessels. 

Rapeseed  Oil.  Lamp  invented  by  Mr.  Wilkins,  of  Long  Acre,  for  burning  rapeseed  oil, 

Rep.  xx ix Amount  for  which  he  offers  to  supply  and  maintain  a lighthouse  for  twelve 

months,  ib. Opinion  of  Mr.  Wilkins  that  half  the  expense  of  the  oil  for  lights  would 

be  saved  by  using  rapeseed  oil ,ib. One-sixth  more  of  rapeseed  oil  than  sperm  oil  is  con- 

sumed in  the  same  lime ; in  the  opinion  of  a witness  the  saving  of  expense  would  not  be  so 

much  as  half,  ib. Lights  to  which  Mr.  Wilkins  has  supplied  rapeseed  oil,  ib.- -y- 

Opinion  of  the  Committee  that  the  public  lignts  in  this  country  may  be  safely  tried 

with  that  oil,  with  the  view  of  economy,  ib. Witness  has  attended  experiments  tried 

with  the  lights  with  his  oil  by  the  Trinity-house  at  Purfieet ; result  of  these  experi- 
ments; how  far  the  Trinity-house  has  encouraged  witness’s  plan,  Wilkins  3507-35*6 

-The  average  consumption  of  witness’s  oil  and  of  sperm  oil  is  the  same,  ib.  35*°» 

3521 — —Witness  is  not  able  to  suggest  any  other  mode  of  economizing  the  expense  ot 
the  public  lights  by  a saving  in  oil  than  by  introducing  rape-seed  oil,  35*7-  . T 

See  also  Catoptric  Lamps.  Dover.  N ore  Light.  Oil.  Sperm  Oil.  J-ees 

Navigation. 

Rathlin  Island.  Report  of  the  engineer  to.  the  Northern  Light  Commissioners,  that  the 
question  respecting  the  placing  of  a light  upon  Rathlin  Island  should  be  judged  of  upon 
its  own  merits,  without  reference  to  any  other  light,  Cuningham  2964,2965-: — -Reference 
to  the  correspondence  between  the  Ballast  Board  and  the  Northern  Light  Commis- 
sioners with  respect  to  the  light  on  Rathlin  Island,  Vereker  and  Halpin  5202-5* 12 
— — Report  of  the  engineer  relative  to  the  erection  of  a lighthouse  thereon,  App-  573- 

577 Correspondence  relating  to  a light  on  Rathlin  Island,  ib.  574. 

See  also  Sanaa,  Island  of. 

. Raydm, 
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Report,  1845— continued. 


Rayden,  William  Harris.  (Analysis  of  his  Evidence.)— Managing  owner  of  the  sailing 

packets  to  Madeira ; also  connected  with  other  vessels,  4902-4904 The  light  dues 

operate  as  a very  heavy  tax  upon  the  packets,  4905,  4906 Average  annual0 amount 

of  the  freight;  amount  of  the  light  dues,  4907-491 1 Competition  with  steam-boats 

in  the  trade  to  Madeira;  reduction  in  fares,  and  freight  caused  thereby,  4912-49x7 
— — Feeling  of  the  trade  that  the  light  dues  are  a heavy  charge  upon  vessels  making 

frequent  voyages,  4918-4926 The  passing  tolls  for  Ramsgate  and  Dover  are  very 

heavy,  4927. 

Rebow,  Lieutenant-general.  Correspondence  relative  to  the  purchase  by  the  Trinity- 
house  of  the  interest  of,  in  the  Harwich  lights,  App.  453. 

Reciprocity  Treaties . Objection  of  the  Shields  shipowners  to  the  reciprocity  treaties 

entered  into  in  Mr.  Huskisson’s  lime,  Straker  1977-1980 When  the  reciprocity 

treaties  were  brought  into  operation,  and  the  shipping  monopoly  ceased,  the  burthens 

which  pressed  upon  them  should  have  been  abolished,  Chapman  3727 Among  these 

is  the  management  of  the  lights  under  the  Corporation  of  the  Trinity-house,  ib.  3727- 
3728. See  also  America,  2.  Private  Lights. 

Red  Sea.  See  Suez. 


Reduction  of  Light  Dues: 

1.  Generally. 

2.  By  the  Ballast  Board  (Dublin). 

3.  By  the  Northern  Light  Commissioners. 

1 . Generally : 

The  reduction  of  the  light  dues  would  be  no  relief  to  shipowners,  Sir  J.  Felly,  4'656. 

2.  By  the  Ballast  Board  (Dublin): 

The  Commissioners  of  lights  in  Dublin  have  it  in  contemplation  to  reduce  their 

duties  ten  percent.  Herbert  787,  788 Reduction  in  the  rates  contemplated  by  the 

Ballast  Board,  Vereker  and  Halpin  5169-5179.5214-5220 Statement  of  changes 

made  in  the  amount  of  light  dues  charged  for  any  lights  since  the  passing  of  the  Act 

6 & 7 Will.  4,  c.  79,  App.  607 Statement  of  the  dates  of  any  applications  made  by 

the  Ballast  Board  (Dublin)  to  the  Queen  in  Council,  to  enable  them  to  make  a reduc- 
tion in  the  dues  levied  under  the  Act  6 & 7 Will.  4,  c.  79,  ib. 


3.  By  the  Northern  Light  Commissioners : 

Resolution  come  to  by  the  Commissioners  of  Northern  Lights  to  reduce  the  duties 
upon  the  Forth  and  Clyde,  to  the  extent  of  5,000 1.  annually  ; general  nature  of  this  re- 
duction, Stevens  1786-1811. See  also  Private  Lights. 

Reflectors.  Witness  has  supplied  the  reflectors  to  the  Trinity-house  for  45  years,  but  does 
not  supply  the  whole  of  those  for  the  Ballast  Board,  nor  for  the  Commissioners  of 

Northern  Lights,  Wilkins  3528-3531 Sketch  of  a set  of  reflectors  referred  to  by 

witness,  delivered  in,  Gordon  4736 Nature  and  description  of  the  reflectorsor  lenses 

used  in  the  Irish  lighthouses,  Vereker  and  Halpin  5I05-5115. 

See  also  Dioptric  Light. 


epazrs : . 

Trinity-house. — Manner  in  which  the  repairs  of  the  lighthouses,  both  special  and 

ordinary,  are  made,  Herbert  468 Examination  upon  the  items  tn  the  account 

placed  by  witness  before  the  Committee  of  the  expenditure  of  the  Board,  for  repairs 

generally,  and  also  for  particular  lighthouses,  ib.  468-481 During  the  last  10  year* 

all  the  lighthouses  purchased  from  private  individuals  have  been  put  in  perfect  repair, 
ib.  482. 

Northern  Lights.— Duties  of  the  foreman  of  light-room  repairs,  Stevenson  1481-1486 

Mode  in  which  the  necessary  repairs  are  decided  upon  and  carried  out,  ib.  1487- 

1496 Statement  of  the  expense  of  works  (building  repairs  and  hew  Works)  at  every 

place  in  1843,  App.  507.' See  also  Morant  Point: 


Revenue  Vessels.  See  Navy,  The. 

Kevolvwg  Lights.  A revolving  light  is  the  best  light  for  a narrow  channel,  Lord  4339 

It  produces  a greater  effect  than  a fixed  light,  ib.  4339, 4340- 

X'waud,  Mr.  Statement  drawn  up  by  Mr.  L.  Reyna.,.!,  relative  to  French  lighthouses, 
App.  617. 

Belt, non,  Mr.  Letter  from,  dated  3d  July  1834.  “ °^u!£  «>£ 

Northern  Lights,  Perth,  relative  to  the  exemption  ot  vessels  going  to  Greenland  Iron. 

light  dues,  App.  524. 
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Report,  1845 — continued. 


Rock  Lighthouse.  See  Liverpool. 

“ Royal  Adelaide."  Explanation  of  an  item  of  charge  for  tonnage,  in  a bill  from  the 
Ballast-office  in  Dublin,  for  the  clearance  of  the  “ Royal  Adelaide,”  of  364  tons  burthen- 
and  also  of  another  duty,  called  the  quay-wall  di|ty,  Watson  4142-4149. 

Russell,  Mr.  Report  and  supplementary  report  made  by  Mr.  Claud  Russell,  accountant 
to  the  Northern  Light  Commissioners,  App.  530.  540. 

Russia.  In  Russia  the  government  support  the  lighthouses;  no  charge  on  that  account  is 

made  on  foreign  or  Russian  ships,  Rep.  xxvi In  Russia  no  light  dues  are  paid 

J.  Mitchell  1093  ; Young  2522. See  also  Maintenance  of  Lights,  5. 

Rye.  Letter,  dated  5th  April  1845,  from  Mr.  Edwin  Nath.  Dawes,  town  clerk  of  Rye 
enclosing  resolutions  passed  at  a meeting  held  relative  to  light  dues,  App.  654. 


Sailing  Vessels.  See  Abolition  of  Dues.  Coasting  Trade. 

Sailors.  See  Coasting  Trade,  2.  Seamen.  Steam  Vessels. 

Sanna,  Island  of.  Seveial  applications  have  been  made  to  the  Commissioners  of  Northern 
Lights  to  remove  the  light  from  the  Mull  of  Kintyre;  reason  for  no  resolution  having 

been  come  to  on  the  subject,  Cuningham  2584-2601 Reference  to  a letter  from  the 

Ballast-office  in  Dublin  to  the  Commissioners  of  Northern  Lights,  19  January  1842, 
containing  n proposition  that  if  the  Commissioners  would  build  a lighthouse  upon  Sanna* 
and  remove  the  light  from  the  Mull  of  Kintyre,  the  Ballast  Board  would  build  a li«drt 
upon  Rathlin  Island;  measures  taken  by  the  Commissioners  in  consequence  of  this 

communication,  ib.  2586,  2587.  2601.  2605-2612.  2615-2617 Shipwrecks  have  taken 

place  on  this  spot;  there  is  a very  dangerous  sunk  rock  there,  called  Paterson’s  Rock- 
it  was  supposed  that  a light  upon  Sanna  would  enable  ships  to  avoid  this  rock,  ib.  2503- 
2600.  2613- Extract  from  report  of  the  Elder  Brethren  of  the  Trinity-house  re- 

specting a light  on  this  island,  when  they  visited  the  whole  coast  in  the  latter  part  of 

the  summer  of  1843,  ib.  2603-2606 Report  of  the  engineer  relative  to  the  erection  of 

a lighthouse  thereon,  App.  573-577. 

Scarborough.  Return  relative  to  tire  private  lights  maintained  in  the  harbour,  App.  655. 

Scilly  Lights.  See  Charities , 1.  4. 


Scotland.  All  the  public  lights  on  the  coasts  of  Scotland  are  in  lire  management  of  the 
Commissioners  of  Northern  Lights ; the  local  or  harbour  lights  are  under  trustees  and 
corporations.  Rep.xxiii—-  Evidence  as  to  the  superintendence  and  management  of  the 

lights  in  Scotland,  Sir  J.  Petty  30-32  ; Stralier  1993 Parties  by  whom  and  mode 

m which  the  lights  in  Scot  and  are  managed.  Sir  J.  Pelly  143-148— The  lighthouses 
in  Scotland  are  all  provided  with  the  best  improvements  which  can  be  introduced, 

Stevenson  1598- There  is  no  difference  between  the  Scotch  and  English  lights,  ib. 

1015  Number  and  nature  of  the  lights  existing  in  Scotland  at  the  present  time, 
lb.  1644— —Copy  of  the  report  made  by  the  Elder  Brethren  of  the  Trinity-house,  on 
the  occasion  of  their  visinng  the  « hole  coast  of  Scotland  in  the  latter  part  of  the  summer 
of  1843,  delivered  in,  Cuningham  2814. 

List  of  lighthouses  on  the  coast  of  Scotland,  1844,  App.  487 Return  of  the 

amount  of  light  dues  collected  at  each  port  and  creek  in  Scotland  during  the  year 
1843,  distinguishing  the  amount  collected  for  the  Scotch,  English,  and  Insh  Boards 

respectively;  a so  the  amount  paid  for  collection,  ib.  572 List  of  the  public  and 

private  or  oca  lights  on  the  coast  of  Sc  otland  in  .845,  ib.  579 Papers  relating  to 

harbour  or  local  lighthouses  in  Scotland,  ib.  660-682.  1 6 

S* Applications  for  Lights.  Bell  Rock  Committee.  Buoys  and  Beacons,  II.  3. 

K6;-  defalcations. , Efficiency  of  the  Lights.  France.  Glasgow . 

SSL/42  * ^ VniformUyoflut'. 

S‘ TrW' t/  fe“er  'T’  °n  bebalf  °f  lhe  Customs  Board.  >5th  Jone  1841,  to 

rC'atiVe  l°  lhe  St*ies  liShll,ouse’  “‘e  “sc 

S‘L«  P»e  inveuied  by  Mr.  Alexander  Mitchell  recommends  itself  as 
r!  A substituting  in  some  places  fixed  for  floating  lights,  whereby  in- 
ry“”.  tfflC,enC3'  “f  ‘'Sht,  and  a saving  of  expense,  blrifas  regard,  coo- 

StdY.  f ,may  be.  ob,“Md.  Mi The  Trinity-house  nave  only 

JIT  P,le>  m the  erect,01  °f 'lighthouses  on  sand,  to  the  Maplin  Sand  light, 

beacon  nr,  i?  °°ncf . S"  J-  My  4 680 But  they'  are  erecting  a 

a .p,  ® , . an.  ’ 10  piles  are  just  screwed  in,  and  lhe  other  work  is  going  on, 

ib.  lhe  foundation  lias  not  yet  been  sufficiently  tested,  ib.  4681 Another  plan  is 

being 
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Report,  1845 — continued. 


Screw  Piles  —continued. 

being  tried  at  the  same  time  (Dr.  Potts’s);  description  of  this  plan.  Sir  J.  Petty  4682 

4683 -Supposing  either  of  these  to  succeed,  a fixed  light  would  be  preferable  to  a 

floating  ligut,  ib.  4684.  r 

Witness  lias  been  employed  ill  erecting  lighthouses  on  the  coast  of  Ireland  upon  the 

screw  principle,  of  which  he  is  the  inventor  and  patentee,  A.  Mitchell  coot, Anyone 

of  the  ten  light-ships  on  the  coast  between  Dover  and  Harwich,  including  the  estuary 
ol  the  Thames,  might  be  advantageously  superseded  by  a screw-pile  lighthouse  ih  cacc 

Average  estimated  cost  of  the  construction  of  such  lighthouse,  ib.  5356-5367— —In 

every  point  of  view  a fixed  lighthouse  of  this  description  is  preferable  to  a floating  light 
and  particularly  as  regards  the  expense  of  maintenance,  ib.  5368-5373.  5379-5381-—-^ 
Upon  what  the  main  advantage  of  witness’s  plan  depends,  ib.  5374-5377. 

Witness’s  lighthouses  might  be  erected  in  many  parts  of  the  coast  where  floating 
lights  could  not  be  moored  on  account  of  the  shallowness  of  water,  A.  Mitchell  5378 
Fixed  lights  might  profitably  supersede  floating  lights  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Yar- 
mouth, Lowestoft,  and  the  Haseborough  Sands,  ib.  5382 Witness’s  lighthouse  might 

be  erected  wherever  there  is  a sand-bank  adjacent  to  the  floating  light,  ib.  5385—— 

Superiority  of  this  lighthouse  over  a floating  light  for  the  use  of  shipping,  ib.  5386 

In  fine  weather  one  of  these  lighthouses  might  be  erected  in  two  months,  i6.  5387. 

See  also  Goodwin  Sands.  Kish  Bank.  Maplin  Sands.  Mitchell's  Screw  Piles. 

Prince’s  Channel.  Tongue  Bank.  Wyre  River. 


Sealiam  Harbour.  Statement  relative  to  the  private  lights  maintained  at  this  harbour 
App.  655. 

Seamen.  Seamen  are  much  better  bred  in  a sailing  vessel  than  in  a steamer;  but  in  the 
Peninsular  and  Oriental  Company  they  are  indirectly  bred  to  it,  from  the  large  number  of 
vessels  employed  to  convey  coals  from  this  country  to  the  different  depfits,  A.  Anderson 

1937-  1942-1961.  1963-1971 There  has  been  no  improvement  within  the  last  30 

years  in  the  character  and  conduct  of  seamen,  Straker  2038 There  is  more  drunken- 

ness, except  in  the  case  where  ships  go  on  the  total  abstinence  system  ; this  system  is 

not  generally  approved,  ib.  2038-2041 Return  of  the  number  of  seamen  registered  in 

the  several  ports  of  the  British  empire  in  the  years  1831,  1832,  and  1833,  and  in  1841, 
1842,  and  1843,  with  the  average  of  those  years,  App.  688. 

See  also  Coasting  Trade,  2. 

Shields,  South.  There  is  a pension  or  seamen’s  fund  in  the  port  of  Shields ; how  collected ;. 
complaints  with  respect  to  the  payment  of  the  money  and  the  distribution,  Struker  2032- 
2037 How  far,  if  the  lights  were  excused  in  the  merchant  service,  it  would  be  pos- 

sible for  the  owners  in  the  port  of  Shields  to  pay  a small  proportion  of  this  fund, 

which  is  in  a distressed  state,  ib.  2037 The  reason  that  no  petition  has  been  sent 

from  South  Shields  respecting  the  light  dues  arises  from  the  knowledge  that  they  have 

been  reduced  50  per  cent,  since  the  termination  of  the  war,  R.  Anderson  3874,  3875 

Fear  of  the  shipowners  that  any  further  reduction  would  endanger  the  loss  of  the  Trinity 
pensions,  which  they  have  a strong  desire  to  preserve,  ib.  3875.  3892-3895 The  ship- 

owners do  not  consider  the  light  dues  ns  a heavy  charge  upon  their  business,  though 
they  fall  unequally  on  ships  employed  in  different  trades,  ib.  3876. 

•See  also  Charities,  2.  Coasting  Trade,  2.  Collection  of  Dues,  II.  Merchant 
Marine.  Petitions.  Shipping  Interest,  2. 

Ship  Wash  Shoal.  Recommendation  that  a middle  buoy  should  be  placed  on  the  Ship 
Wash  Shoal,  which  is  seven  miles  in  length,  and  one  of  the  most  dangerous  shoals  in  the 
North  Sea,  Washington  2401-2403. See  also  Buoys  and  Beacons,  I.  2. 

Shipping  Establishment  (Northern  Lights).  Charge  for  the  tender  establishment  in  1843.; 
ibis  establishment  is  absolutely  necessary  for  the  supply  of  the  stores  and  the  visits 

which  are  requisite,  Stevenson  1712-1714.  1730-1735 A steam-vessel  is  building  for 

the  service,  which  will  supersede  the  use  of  the  Regent  tender;  the  expense  of  the 

steamer  will  be  considerably'  greater,  ib.  1715-1722 -Examination  upon  a paper 

delivered  in  by  witness,  being  a diary  of  the  employment  of  the  tenders  in  the  Northein 
Lights’  service  for  each  day  of  the  years  1843  and  1844;  statement  of  the  number  of  days 

each  of  them  has  been  employed  in  the  year,  ib.  1723-1729 The  tender  department 

could  not  be  more  economically  conducted  than  it  is  now;  nature  of  the  establishment 

at  Leith,,  where  the  Regent  lies,  ib,  1736-1740 Return  of  the  expense  of  the  ship-. 

ping  department,  for  aitendance  on  the  lights  in  1843,  and  comparison  with  1834;  also 
statement  of  the  expense  of  each  tender  in  each  year,  from  1834  to  1843,  App.  549-55*. 
Expense  thereof  for  the  year  1843,  ib.  506. 

See  also  Leith..  Ligh ^vessels..  Surveying  Vessels. 

0.36.  5 P.3  Shipping. 
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Shipping  Interest: 

1.  Depressed  State  of  the  Shipping  Interest ; Relief  which  should  be  afforded  by 

Government. 

2.  Severe  Pressure  of  the  Light  Dues  on  the  Shipping  Interest. 

1 . Depressed  State  of  the  Shipping  Interest ; Relief  which  should  be  afforded  by 

Government : 

Depressed  state  of  the  shipping  interests;  ship  property,  generally,  has  been  in  such 
a state  oflate  years,  as  not  to  have  paid  interest  on  the  capital  actually  invested,  Rep. 

xx The  profits  of  the  shipowners  during  the  last  few  years  have  been  very  small, 

J.  Mitchell  mo,  nil The  shipping  interest  is  in  that  state  to  require  any  relief 

which  the  country  can  afford.  Young  2496-2498- Shipowners  have  considered  that 

their  ships  have  done  well  if  they  have  cleared  their  expenses,  within  the  last  three  years, 

Ogilby  3146 If  the  light  dues  were  taken  off  it  would  he  a very  considerable  relief  in 

enabling  them  to  make  a'jittle  more  freight,  ib.  3147 The  profits  arising  from  ship- 

ping of  late  years  have  very  greatly  decreased,  Young  3576. 

The  shipping  interest  in  Liverpool  is  at  the  present  moment  in  a very  depressed  state, 

and  has  been  so  for  several  years  past,  Aikin  3604-3614.  3635-3640 In  spite  of  this 

the  shipping  has  increased  there  very  much;  how  this  may  be  accounted  for,  ib.  3607, 

3608;  Chapman  3773-3778.  3785-3787 Rate  of  profit  upon  shipping  for  the  last  ten 

or  twelve  years,  Chapman  3772 Reasons  for  the  shipowners  of  Liverpool  not  having 

made  representations  to  Government  earlier  with  respect  to  the  light  dues,  ib.  3774-3777 

There  was  formerly  a period  of  great  prosperity  ; since  1840  there  has  been  a loss 

throughout,  ib.  3772 The  shipping  trade  has  been  so  bad  of  late  years  as  not  to 

admit  of  the  ordinary  profits  of  trade;  it  is  a little  better  this  year,  R.  Anderson  3887, 
3888. 

Such  measures  should  be  introduced  as  would  give  relief  as  quickly  as  possible  to  Lite 

shipping  interest  from  such  portion  of  the  charge  as  is  not  indispensable,  Young  3562 

It  is  the  business  of  Government  to  afford  relief  as  far  as  possible  to  an  interest  which 

is  so  depressed,  R.  Anderson  3889 The  only  relief  to  be  given  would  be  in  raising  the 

rate  of  freight,  or  else  reducing  the  expenses,  ib.  3890. 

2.  Severe  Pressure  of  the  Light  Dues  upon  the.  Shipping  Interest  : 

Evidence  to  show  that  the  charge  for  lights  is  extremely  exorbitant,  anil  falls  particu- 
larly on  the  shipowners,  J".  Mitchell  965 It  would  be  a great  relief  to  the  shipping  of 

any  country  to  be  relieved  from  these  dues,  ib.  1093-1096 -There  is  no  objection  on 

the  part  of  the  shipowners  of  Shields  to  the  lights;  the  objection  is  to  the  amount  of 

charges,  Straher  1986-1988 Grounds  for  considering  that  the  light  dues  are  a very 

heavy  charge  upon  the  shipping;  the  shipowners  are  taxed  for  the  benefit  of  the  com- 
munity at  large,  Dunbar  2457,  et  seq. The  rate  of  charge  for  the  lights,  which  is 

now  generally  exacted  from  the  shipping  interest,  is  too  high,  M'Murchy  2579. 

Per-centage  on  the  net  profits  of  shipping  the  light  dues  have  borne  during  the  last 

two  or  three  years,  Aihin  3623,  3624.  3641-3645 Way  in  which  the  light  dues  press 

heaviest  upon  the  shipping  interest  of  this  country,  Chapman  3732,  3733 -The  com- 

plaint of  the  petitioners  in  Liverpool  is  only  in  respect  of  the  amount  of  light  dues,  and 

the  mode  of  charging,  and  not  as  to  the  slate  of  the  lights,  ib.  3788-3790 If  the 

light  dues  are  to  be  continued,  all  shipping  using  the  lights  should  pay,  ib.  3805 

Way  in  which  witness  considers  the  light  dues  are  unjust  to  the  shipping  interest, 
Burns  3974. 

■See  also  America,  2.  Applications  for  Lights.  Boards  of  Management,  3. 
Charities.  Coasting  Trade.  Dundee,  Perth,  and  London  Shipping  Company. 
Freights.  Glasgow.  Government,  The.  Guano.  Liverpool.  Main- 
tenance of  Lights.  Merchant  Marine.  Navy,  The.  Pilots.  Provisioning 

Ships.  Purchase  of  Lighthouses,  1 . Reciprocity  Treaties.  Reduction  of 
Light  Dues.  Shields,  South.  Tonnage  Rate. 

Shipping  Lists.  Return  of  the  agreement  entered  into  by  the  Bills  of  Entry  Office  at  the 
Custom-house,  London,  for  furnishing  daily  lists  of  shipping,  App.  399. 

Shipwrecks.  See  Currichfergus  Bay.  Devar,  Island  of.  Satina,  Island  of.  Tay 
River. 

Shoreham  Harbour.  Letter,  dated  22d  July  1845,  from  Mr.  Robert  Upperton,  clerk  to  the 
Commissioners  of  Shoreham  Harbour,  relative  to  the  private  lights  established  for  the 
use  of  the  harbour,  App.  655. 

Short  Voyages.  Complaints  of  the  Scotch  shipowners  of  the  hardship  that  vessels  going 
short  voyages  which  pa-s  English  lighthouses  pay  the  same  amount  as  vessels  going  to 

Australia  and  the  West  Indies,  A.  Mitchell  879-888 Principle  upon  which  the  system 

is  adopted  in  the  port  of  Leith,  that  vessels  coining  from  the  Baltic  only  pay  a third  of 
the  rate  for  dock  dues  that  a vessel  would  pay  coming  from  India,  ib.  889,  890.  892- 
8y6  l he  couverse  of  this  system  is  adopted  in  the  port  of  London,  ib.  891 The 
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Report,  1845 — continued. 


Short  Voyages — continued. 

light  dues  should  be  charged  upon  the  same  principle  upon  which  the  dock  dues  are 
charged  in  the  port  of  Leith,  making  a difference  in  favour  of  short  voyages,  J.  Mitchell 
Peeling  of  the  trade  that  thelightdues  are  a heavy  charge  upon  vessels  making 
frequent  voyages,  Rayden  4918-4926. See  also  Steam  Vessels,  3. 

Sizewell  Bank  Buoy.  Suggestion  that  the  Sizewell  Bank  buoy  should  be  made  con- 
spicuous ; it  is  not  so  at  present,  being  painted  white,  Washington  2405. 

Skerries  Lighthouse.  Principle  upon  which  the  Skerries  light  was  purchased  by  the  Trinity- 
board,  it  being  secured  by  Act  of  Parliament;  amount  paid,  &c.,  Sir  J.  Poly  65-7S 

Correspondence  relative  to  the  purchase  of  the  Skerries  light  by  the  Trinity-house, 

App.  458  et  seq. 

Skerrvvore  Light.  The  sanction  of  the  Trinity-house  was  not  necessary  for  the  erection  of 
this  light,  costing  100,000  l.)  it  was  resolved  on  previously  to  the  passing  of  the  Act, 
Cunivgham  2898,  2899. 

Small  Cargoes.  Light  dues  are  charged  on  the  whole  tonnage  of  the  vessel,  although 
there  may  be  only  one-fiftieth  of  a cargo  on  board;  ships  are  consequently  often  sent  in 

ballast  rather  than  take  a small  quantity  of  cargo,  Rep.  xix Injurious  manner  111 

which  this  operates  as  regards  the  corn  trade  with  Ireland,  w.  The  same  injury  19 

done  10  the  trade  to  Spain,  Gibraltar,  and  all  other  places  on  the  Continent  of  Europe, 

Jt  is  of  great  consequence  to  the  commerce  of  the  country  generally,  that  where 

"'11  orders  for  goods  are  received  to  be  sent  to  foreign  countries,  they  should  be  allowed 

to  be  sent  by  ships  going  hi  ballast,  J.  Mitchell  1058-1067  1071-1073.  1089-1090 

Several  applications  have  been  made  to  the  Northern  Light  Commissioners  for  exemp- 
tion  from  the  light  dues,  on  account  of  the  smallness  of  the  cargo ; result  of  these  appli- 
cations, Cuningham  2903-2906 The  due.  are  injurious  to  the  coast.ng  trade  mas- 

mnohas  they  p, event  vessels  talcing  small  cargoes,  Marshall  3300-3331  i PMhpt* 

3376-33831  Ailtin  3676-3681  ; Chapman  3747-3749: The  advantage  ot  be.ng  abte 

-to  go  with  small  cargoes  would  be  very  great,  *,llmm  4100-4105 Object, ons  to 

the  payment  of  full  light  dues  with  only  small  cargoes,  Willson  4546-4567-  4609* 

See  also  Commerce.  Steam  Vessels , 1. 

Smalls  Lighthouse.  Principle  upon  which  tills  lighthouse  was  purchased,  it  being  under 

lease  from  the  Trinitv-hSuse,1  Sir  J.  Petty  A 6,47' Correspondent  relative  to  the 

purchase  thereof  by  the  Trinity-house,  App.  455>  et  se9- 
See  also  Buchannan,  Rev.  A.  H.,  fyc. 

Smith  Mr.  Henry  P.  Correspondence  relative  to  the  purchase  by  the  Trinity-house  of  his 
interest  in  the  Longships  lighthouse,  App.  465,  “ seq. 

Solway  Frith.  Statement  relative  to  the  private  lights  maintained  for  the  use  of  the  Frith, 
App.  656. 

W a tee.  The  Sound of 

and  1841,  1842,  and  1843,  App.  689. 

South  Sand  Head.  See  Goodwin  Sands.  GuU  Stream. 

South  Sea  Fishery  Return  of  £ th“s 

See  also  America,  1. 

South  Shields.  See  Shields,  South. 

Spearman,  Mr.  C_o-d»=- 

Special  Charities.  See  Charities,  1. 

Sperm  Oil.  Cooiparative  expense  of  burning  sperm  “"ft' which  sperm  oil  has  been 

--  - 

for  in  each  of  the  years  1834  to  1845,  App-  44^- 

See  also  Bermuda.  Oil  Quebec.  Rapeseed  Oil. 


Spithead. 

0.36. 


See  Bembridge  Light. 
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Report,  1845 — continued. 


Spurn  Light.  Principle  upon  which  this  light  was  purchased,  being  secured  hv  A.*  c 

Parliament ; amount  paid,  Sic.,  Sir  J.  Petly  65-78 Correspondence  relatiZ  ? \Lof 

purchase  thereof  by  the  Trinity-house,  App ? 458,  et  seq.  tlVe  t0  the 

Stamford  Light.  The  Stamford  light  might  be  moved  a little  higher  up  with  advent 
more  especially  with  reference  to  the  New  Stamford  Passage,  Washington  2405.  g6' 

Start  Point  Suggestion  made  by  the  Elder  Brethren  respecting  the  position  of  tlle  Halo 
^ Start  Point;  reasons  why  this  suggestion  has  not  been  acted  upon,  Stevenson 

Steam  Vessels: 

1.  Oppressive  Operation  of  the  Light  I)ues  as  regards  Steamers. 

2.  Complain wrf  ^el itions  of  various  Companies  with  respect  to  the  Light 

3-  Afa UL^lfdtWmU  be  **  ll“  PMh  » Steamers  from 

4.  Opinions  against  exempting  Steamers  from  Light  Dues. 

5.  Papers  laid  before  the  Committee. 

1.  Oppressive  Operation  of  the  Light  Dues  as  regards  Steamers: 

Oppressive  operation  of  the  light  does,  as  regards  steamers,  for  oversea  as  well  as  fnr 

the  coasting ' trade,  Rep.  xvi Actual  amounts  paid  for  lights  by  various  sleam  i 

companies,  A— -Recommendation  of  the  Committee  of  1834,  that  a modflSK 
light  daes  should  be  made  with  regard  to  steam-vessels,  Sir  J.  Pelly  .fl.”  u.  . J 

this  recommendation  has  been  acted  upon,  ib.  263-273 Reference  to  tl,Q  Hp  *ar 

dation  contained  in  the  Report  of  ,hePSe!ect  Com  JL  of 

vessels,  J.  Mitchell  1 106 Cargoes  are  very  frequently  so  small  on  hmJ  rha  m 

that  they  «e  not  equivalent  to  ,t?e  expense  oT  sailing 

which  the  light  dues  are  particularly  heavy  to  steam-ships,  A.  AndenoniMU  iRftf  ‘ 
Statement  in  a petition  signed  by  witness  that  the  light  dues  are  a great  batrier  m'JhT 
extension  of  steam  navigation  ; way  in  which  witnes!  considers  them  to  be so  MM  I 

3266-3277.  3292-3309 Cause  of  the  gross  charge  for  light  dues  on  the  freight  earned 

by  steamers  being  greater  than  that  on  sailing  vessels,  #.30 1 

do  not  always  earn  a freight,  ib.  3314.  33  3 33  9 lhe  sleamers 

IQfclSu footTofr1  lhTligl1 1 d““  be”  u"“lually  "pon  Btaam-vcHcU,  Burns  3976- 
o9»5-  3900  4002.  4017— —They  bear  unequally,  not  only  as  between  steamers 
tug  vessels,  but  also  as  between  steamers  in  the  coasting  trade  •in<i  1 ■ 

8h“"ld  « **  “22 

2'  aiUmlU:  mi  F“i,ions  °f  wiom  Companies  with  respect  to  the  Light  Dues: 

i;gg  t„is 

S*e: 

that  they  are  burthensome,  and  tlmihev  form  a 1,1  9T  Opini,on  petitionen 

ships,  ib.  1815 Statement  in  snnnnrt  nf  h!!**  a .llfavi’  on  the  freight  earning  of 

for  12  Months  paid  by  Si*  St  a^-Es A^etUm«?f  LiSluDue8 
tion  Company  emnliwed  in  T o • , tlie  Pen«»oUr  and  Oriental  Steam  Naviga- 

Januar^ToiVt  I)“Sl  S60'"8?"  “d  Mediterranean  Trades,  say  from  1st 
that  being  obliged  to  pay  on  44per  cent  on  IhS*  °pmi0n  °?  vv,tness  and  his  colleagues, 
£*,!£?■“  the  Ugh*—  „ maintained  as  .XtaS’K  ?ar|e! 

me^tZp^s  i one  °f  a s<,“ia' 

ham  2640 -Nature  of  the  ProP> 'etors,  of  their  various  complaints,  Cuning- 

vessel  owners,  ib.  2966 These  neiitionsmiK  ^ petl,tl?ns  to  Tlie  House  by  steam- 

of  Northern  Lights  have  not  give  th?m  the  ILk  f 1^  c°“plainl8  lliat  the  Commissioners 

3.  Advantage 
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Report,  1845 — continued. 


Steam  P'essels— continued. 

3‘  AdlTJ!tSb^esC-h  W0U'd  bC  d*'Wd  ly  tke  PubUc  in  exemPtinS  Steamers  from  the 

Advantage  to  be  expected  by  the  steam  shipping  in  the  event  of  the  lights  bein*  paid 

by  the  public,  instead  nf  being  charged  on  the  shipping,  A.  Anderson  1900,  et  seq  - 

The  relief  ought  not  to  be  given  to  any  individual  company,  but  to  steam  navigation  <rene- 

rally,  ib.  l934-]93° Evidence  to  show  that  the  community  at  large  would  benefit  to 

a certain  extent  by  the  reduction  of  the  light  dues  on  steam-vessels,  Williams  4067- 
4071. 

Concurrence  in  the  opinion  expressed  by  the  Committee  of  1834,  “ that  the  peculiar 
circumstances  attendant  on  the  navigation  of  steam-vessels  render  a modification  of  the 

charges  of  light  dues  very  necessary,”  J.  Mitchell  1106,  1107 All  steamers  making 

short  voyages  during  the  day,  and  which  never  can  see  the  lights,  ought  not  to  be 
called  upon  to  pay,  ib.  1108,  1109.  1113-1136. 

4.  Opinions  against  exempting  Steamers  from  Light  Dues : 

Reasons  for  considering  that  the  light  dues  ought  not  to  be  remitted  upon  steamers. 

Chapman  3749~3761 Steamers  ought  not  to  be  exempted  from  the  light  dues.  Lord 

4234 Wo  case  has  been  made  out  by  the  owners  of  steam-vessels  that  they  are 

entitled  to  any  exemption  or  modificatiouo!'  the  light  dues  that  sailing-vessels  should  not 
equally  enjoy,  Sir  J.  Felly  4657. 

5.  Papers  laid  before  the  Committee; 

Proceedings  of  the  Commissioners  of  Northern  Lights,  in  regard  to  applications  from 

owners  of  steam-vessels  for  compositions  for  light  dues,  App.  513-521 Return  of 

the  number  and  tonnage  of  steam-vessels  that  entered  the  various  ports  of  the  United 

Kingdom  employed  in  the  coasting  trade,  in  1844,  ib.  689 Return  of  steam-vessels 

belonging  to  and  building  for  the  Peninsular  and  Oriental  Steam  Company,  ib.  691. 

See  also  Aberdeen  Steam  Navigation  Company.  Ait  ken,  Mr,  Belfast  Steam 
Boats.  Campbell,  Mr.  Campbeltown  and  Glasgow  Steam  Packet  Company. 
Clyde,  Firth  of.  Coasting  Trade.  Corsewall  Light.  Dublin  and  Cork 
Steam  Packet  Company.  Dundee,  Perth,  and  London  Shipping  Company.  Edin- 
burgh and  Dundee  Steam  Packet  Company.  Gibraltar  Light.  Girdleness 
Light.  Peninsular  and  Oriental  Steam  Navigation  Company.  Seamen.  Ship- 
ping Establishment. 

Stevenson,  Alan.  (Analysis  of  his  Evidence.) — Has  been  engineer  of  the  Northern  Lights 

since  1843;  1422-1425 The  entire  management  of  the  lights  has  devolved  upon 

witness  since  his  appointment;  witness  works  the  plans  of  the  Board  ; inspection  of  the 
lighthouses  by  witness,  1426-1431 -General  nature  of  the  duties  of  witness’s  situa- 

tion ; instructions  received  by  witness  on  his  appointment,  1432-1447. 

[Second  Examination.] — Witness  has  two  officers  to  assist  him,  and  pay  out  of  bis 

salary;  their  duties,  1448-1451.1507 'Witness  has  to  make  up  the  annual  amount 

of  expenditure  for  each  of  the  lighthouses  which  is  in  his  department,  1452 Portion 

of  the  expense  which  is  not  in  witness’s  department,  1453,  1454— — All  the  light* 
houses,  and  everything  connected  with  them,  are  under  witness’s  directions,  1455 

——There  are  no  agents  employed  at  the  separate  lighthouses,  1456-1458 Witness 

visits  the  lighthouses  once  a year  necessarily,  and  any  particular  lighthouse  when 

occasion  requires,  notice  of  which  is  given  by  the  lightkeeper,  1459-1463.  1475 

Mode  in  which  wii  ness  obtains  information  if  the  keeper  himself  should  behave  ill  or 

negligently;  complaints  against  them  from  the  visiting  officers  are  rare,  1462,  1463 

There  are  two  other  officers  in  witness’s  department,  the  superintendent  of  the  light- 
keeper’s  duty,  and  the  foreman  of  the  light  room  repairs,  1463. 

Periods  of  the  visits  of  the  superintendent;  he  takes  charge  of  seeing  the  stores  deli- 
vered ; reports  made  by  him  to  witness  on  the  occasion  of  his  visits,  1464-1474 

Course  observed  when  complaints  are  made  against  the  lightkeepers,  1476-1480—— 

Duties  of  the  foreman  of  light-room  repairs,  1481-1486 'Mode  in  which  the  necessary 

repairs  are  decided  upon  and  carried  out,  1487-1496 Length  of  service  of  the  present 

superintendent  and  foreman,  1497 Salary  and  allowances  of  the  foreman ; these 

accounts  appear  in  the  miscellaneous  expenses,  1498-1501 — Explanation  of  an  item  in 
the  miscellaneous  expenses  charged  for  travelling  expenses  of  the  engineer  and  other 

officers  upon  business  of  the  Board  in  1843;  1502,  1503 Head  under  which  the  wages 

of  the  workmen  appear  in  the  accounts,  1504-1506 Salary  and  duties  of  the  secre- 

tary, 1508-1510  — And  of  lhe  accountant,  1511-1513  -; — Abolition  of  the  office  of 

clerk  of  the  works,  1515,  1516 By  whom  ihe  wages  of  the  lightkeepers  and  officers 

are  fixed  and  paid,  1517,  1518 The  salaries  are  fixed  by  the  Commissioners,  1519, 

1520, 

0.36.  5 E Number 
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Stevenson,  Alan.  (Analysis  of  his  Evidence)— continued. 

Number  of  persons  at  each  lighthouse,  and  salary  of  each  ; allowances ; accommo- 
dation they  have  to  live  in,  1521-1526 Witness,  as  engineer,  makes  no  additional 

charge  to  the  Board  for  his  services,  1527-1540— —Witness  has  to  provide  the  esti- 
mated stores  for  the  use  of  the  lighthouses  ; mode  in  which  the  estimates  are  made  and 

adopted,  and  the  articles  contracted  for,  1541-1553 Examination  respecting  the 

trial  the  oil  undergoes;  quality  of  the  oil  used;  consumption;  description  of  burner 

used,  1553-1560.  1639-1643.  1681,  1682 The  burner  is  called  the  dioptric  burner; 

explanation  of  the  nature  of  a dioptric  fixed  apparatus,  1560-1583.  1616 In  point 

of  economy  and  brightness  of  light  these  new  lenses  are  far  superior  to  the  old  lamps 

and  reflectors,  1584-1597 The  lighthouses  at  present  in  Scotland  are  all  provided 

with  the  best  improvements  which  can  be  introduced,  1598. 

Witness  would  recommend  the  substitution  of  the  dioptric  apparatus  in  several  cases, 

to  fixed  lights  in  particular,  1598 The  chief  direction  in  which  improvement  is  to 

be  sought  is  in  regard  to  the  nature  of  the  flame  itself,  and  not  in  regard  to  the  appa- 
ratus which  modifies  the  light,  which  is  entirely  perfect,  1599-1610 -Expense  of  the 

present  lamp  for  dioptric  lights,  having  four  wicks,  as  compared  with  the  Argand 

burner,  1611,  1612 Witness  is  in  constant  correspondence  with  M.  Fresnel,  the 

engineer  of  French  lighthouses,  1613 All  the  improvements  adopted  in  Scotland 

have  been  also  adopted  in  France,  ib. And  in  Scotland  they  have  adopted  all  the 

French  improvements,  ib. The  lights  in  Scotland  are  as  good  as  any  French  lights, 

1614 There  is  no  difference  between  the  Scotch  and  English  lights,  1615. 

No  improvement  has  been  made  in  the  means  of  distinguishing  one  light  from 

another;  present  means  of  distinguishing  lights  in  Scotland,  1617-1623 Mode  in 

which  the  difference  in  the  French  lights  is  distinguished,  1624,  1625 The  mode  of 

distinguishing  lights  by  colour  is  more  useful  to  navigators  than  by  flashes,  1626,  1627 
- — —The  whole  of  the  existing  lights  are  best  suited  to  their  present  situation,  1628. 

In  the  whole  of  the  new  works  executed  by  the  Board  since  the  Lighthouse  Act,  the 
only  advice  taken  from  an}’  other  engineer  than  the  engineer  to  the  Board  was  in  the 

case  of  the  Skerryvore  Light ; statement  of  this  case,  1629-1632 New  lights  in 

Scotland  in  contemplation  by  the  Board  ; applications  made  by  the  trade  for  new  lights, 
1633-1638. 

About  two  years  ago  the  rule  was  adopted  that  all  the  lights  of  the  three  kingdoms 
should  be  exhibited  from  sunset  to  sunrise ; there  has  been  a small  increased  expendi- 
ture in  consequence  of  this,  1639-1643 — —Number  and  nature  of  the  lights  existing 

in  Scotland  at  the  present  time,  1644 Estimate  of  the  ordinary  annual  expenditure 

for  maintaining  these  lights,  1645 Total  net  receipts  for  the  year  1843  ; 1646 

The  surplus  has  hitherto  been  chiefly  applied  to  building  new  lighthouses,  1647 

Estimate  of  the  expenses  for  the  present  year,  1648. 

Witness  has  seen  the  lights  in  the  Baltic,  and  also  a light  or  two  in  Spain  ; they  are 

generally  very  inferior  to  those  in  Great  Britain,  1649-1652 Instance  of  an  iron 

lighthouse  having  been  built  here  and  sent  out  to  Jamaica  lately,  1653 The  great 

objection  to  an  iron  lighthouse  is  the  difficulty  of  "fixing  the  foundation,  1654,  1 655 

Statement  respecting  the  number  and  management  of  the  American  lights ; there  are 
no  light  dues,  1656-1661. 

Total  expenditure  connected  with  the  lighthouse  establishment  of  America  in  the 

year  1837;  1662,1663 The  Tay  lights  are  placed  under  the  mauagement  of  the 

Fraternity  of  Seamen  at  Dundee,  1664-1667 The  lights  of  the  Tay,  and  the  bea- 

cons and  buoys  are  in  as  efficient  a state  as  if  they  were  under  the  special  surveillance 
of  the  Northern  Light  Commissioners,  1668-1670 A considerable  number  of  ship- 

wrecks have  taken  place  at  the  bar  of  the  Tay,  near  the  Buddon  Ness  Lighthouse, 

1671,1672 It  would  be  quite  practicable  to  place  a floating  light  outside,  and  it 

would  be  of  great  use  and  benefit,  1673-1676 There  have  been  no  serious  complaints 

within  the  last  three  or  four  years  of  the  efficiency  of  the  Northern  Lights,  1677-1679 
‘ — — The  only  complaint  has  been  by  the  Trinity-house  with  regard  to  the  Little  Ross 

Light,  1677.  1689-1691* The  chief  alteration  made  in  the  duties  of  the  lighthouse- 

keepers  since  1834  has  been  >n  the  time  of  lighting,  1680. 

Visit  of  the  Elder  Brethren  of  the  Trinity-house  to  the  Northern  Lights  in  1843; 
witness  accompanied  them  in  their  visitation;  number  of  lighthouses  visited,  1683-1691 

Report  made  to  the  Commissioners  of  the  Northern  Lights  afier  this  inspection,  1692 

They  reported  that  with  few  exceptions  the  interior  walls  of  the  towers  were  damp 

and  discoloured-;  that  the  oil  cellars,  being  under  ground,  were  damp ; and  the  dwellings 
at  most  of  the  stations  far  from  clean,  1693-1700 Ilow  far  these  points  are  reme- 
diable or  otherwise,  and  steps  which  have  been  taken  to  remedy  them,  ib. Com- 

plaint of  the  Elder  Brethren  that  the  towers  and  dwellings  being  composed  of  dark 
stone  renders  them  comparatively  useless  as  beacons  by  day;  way  in  which  this  has 

been  corrected,  1701-1704 Suggestion  made  by  the  Elder  Brethren  respecting  the 

position  of  the  light  at  the  Start  Point;  reasons  why  this  suggestion  has  not  been 

acted  upon,  1705-1708 Since  the  Act  came  into  play  the  Elder  Brethren  have  made 

two  entire  examinations -of  the  Northern  Lights,  1709-1711 Charge  for  the  tender 

establishment 
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Stevenson , Alan.  (Analysis  of  his  Evidence)— continued. 
establishment  in  1843;  this  establishment  is  absolutely  uecessary  for  the  supply  of  the 
stores,  and  the  visits  which  are  requisite,  1712-1714.  1730-1735.” 

A steam-vessel  is  building  for  the  service,  which  will  supersede  the  use  of  the  Regent 
tender;  the  expenses  of  the  steamer  will  be  considerably  greater,  1715-1722 Exa- 

mination upon  a paper  delivered  in  by  witness,  being  a diary  of  the  employment  of  the 
tenders  in  the  Northern  Lights’  service  for  each  day  of  the  years  1843  and  1844;  state- 
ment of  the  number  of  days  each  of  them  has  been  employed  in  the  year,  1723-1729 

The  tender  department  could  not  be  more  economically  conducted  than  it  is  now  ; 

nature  of  the  establishment  at  Leith,  where  the  Regent  lies,  1736-1740 Explanation 

of  an  item,  in  the  statement  of  miscellaneous  expenses,  with  respect  to  bills  for  half- 

yearly  dinners  for  the  Commissioners,  1741,  1742 Explanation  of  an  item  for  law 

expenses,  1743 And  of  another  for  instruments,  1744-1747 Charge  for  experi- 

ments; nature  of  these  experiments,  1748-1751 — —No  pensions  are  allowed  to  any  but 

persons  who  have  been  servants  of  the  establishment,  1752-1759 The  lights  are- 

chargeable  to  the  income  tax,  1760-1764 Training  under  which  the  lighthouse- 

keepers  are  placed,  1768 How  far  the  appointment  of  a central  Board  in  London  for 

the  management  of  the  lights  would  be  likely  to  be  beneficial,  1769-1784 Witness 

is  not  aware  of  any  arrangement  by  which  the  expenses  of  the  department  could  be 

reduced,  1785 Resolution  come  to  by  the  Commissioners  of  Northern  Lights  to 

reduce  the  duties  upon  the  Forth  and  Clyde  to  the  extent  of  5,000  l.  annually ; general 
nature  of  this  reduction,  1786-1811. 

Stevenson,  Mr.  A.  Statement  drawn  up  by  Mr.  Stevenson,  engineer  to  the  Commissioners 
of  Northern  Lights,  as  to  the  present  condition  of  the  Northern  lighthouses;  with  an 
account  of  the  French  and  other  lighthouses,  App.  561. 

Stevenson,  Mr.  Robert.  Report,  dated  17th  February  1834,  by  Mr.  Robert  Stevenson,  en- 
gineer, relative  to  the  duties  levied.on  steam-vessels  trading  between  the  ports  of  Glasgow, 
Belfast,  and  Liverpool,  App.  514* 

Stonehaven.  Statement  relative  to  the  private  lights  maintained  for  the  use  of  the  harbour, 
App.  673.  - 

Stores  (Northern  Lights).— -Witness,  as  engineer,  has  to  provide  the  estimated  stores  for 
the  use  of  the  lighthouses;  mode  in  which  the  estimates  are  made  and  adopted,  and  the 

articles  contracted  for,  Stevenson  1541-1552 Examination  respecting  the  trial  the 

oil  undergoes;  quality  of  the  oil  used;  consumption,  &c.  ib.  1553-1560.  1639-1643. 
1681,  1682. 

See  aiso  Contracts.  Leilli.  Liverpool.  Oil.  Shipping  Establishment. 

Straker,  Joseph.  (Analysis  of  his  Evidence.)-— Shipowner,  residing  in  Shields,  1972 It  is 

the  general  opinion  of  the  shipowners  of  Shields  that  the  merchant  marine  of  the  country 
has  borne  a larger  proportion  of  the  light  dues  than  ought  fairly  to  have  been  laid  upon 

it;  explanation  as  to  how  it  bears  a larger  proportion,  1973-1976 As  the  Navy 

benefits  by  the  lights,  it  ought  to  pay  a portion  of  the  dues,  1976,  1977 Objec- 

tions of  the  Shields  shipowners  to  the  reciprocity  treaties  entered  into  in  Mr.  Hus- 
kisson’s  time,  1977-1980 Opinion  of  the  same  parties  that  the  expense  of  the  col- 
lection might  be  avoided,  1981-1985 There  is  no  objection  to  the  lights,  the  ob- 
jection is  to  the  amount  of  charges,  1986-1988 One  of  the  causes  of  dissatisfaction 

is,  that  any  portion  of  the  light  dues  should  be  paid  for  the  support  of  decayed  seamen, 

1989-1991 The  whole  of  the  light  dues  might  be  collected  without  any  expense; 

the  Board  of  the  Trinity-house  in  London  receive  a much  larger  sum  than  is  at  all 

necessary  for  such  a purpose,  1992-1997.  2002-2009 Management  of  the  Scotch 

lights,  1993 Instance  of  the  mismanagement  of  the  Irish  lights,  1993-1995.  2019- 

2025. 

The  Government  of  the  country  are  the  proper  parlies  to  have  the  management  of 

the  lights,  1996-2001 The  shipowners  of  Shields  would  be  belter  satisfied  if  the 

amount  of  dues  levied  were  merely  adequme  to  pay  for  the  maintenance  of  the  lights, 
instead  of  being  levied  in  the  present  way  ; this  would  be  the  next  good  thing  to  the 

whole  being  remitted,  2010-2018 Any  Board  having  charge  of  the  lighthouses 

shoyld  have  some  scientific  men  as  well  as  seamen  upon  it;  class  of  professional  men 

witness  would  consider  most  efficient,  2026-2031 There  is  a pension  or  seamen’s  fund 

in  the  port  of  Shields;  how  collected ; complaints  with  respect  to  the  payment  of  the  money 

and  the  distribution,  2032-2037 How  far  if  the  lights  were  excused  in  the  merchant 

service,  it  would  be  possible  for  the  owners  in  the  port  of  Shields  to  pay  a small  pro- 
portion of  this  fund,  which  is  in  a distressed  state,  2037 The  merchant  marine  of  the 

country  has  been  in  so  depressed  a state  for  the  last  three  or  four  years  past,  until 
within  the  last  twelvemonth,  that  it  requires  all  the  relief  it  is  possible  to  give  it,  ib.- — — 
Generally  speaking,  the  shipping  interest  is  not  in  so  depressed  a state  as  it  lias  been,  ib. 

There  has  been  no  improvement  within  the  last  30  years  in  the  character  and  conduct 

of  seamen,  2038 There  is  more  drunkenness,  except  in  the  case  where  ships  go  on  the 

total  abstinence  system;  this  system  is  not  generally  approved,  2038-2041 It  would 

0.36.  5 e 2 be 
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Report,  1 845 — continued. 


Straker , Joseph.  (Analysis  of  his  Evidence) — continued. 
be  a great  relief  to  the  captains  and  owners  if  they  had  not  the  lighthouse  bills  to  pay 

every  voyage,  2042-2045 Suggestion  that  if  the  shipping  is  still  to  pay  the  lights 

the  actual  expenditure  should  be  ascertained,  and  no  more  levied  on  the  ships  than  the' 

actual  sum  necessary  to  keep  them  up,  2046-2049 It  is  the  prevalent  opinion  amono- 

the  shipowners  of  Shields  that  the  whole  of  the  lights  should  be  taken  charge  of  by  the 

Government,  and  defrayed  at  the  national  expense,  2050-2052 The  shipowners  of  the 

port  are  willing  to  pay  for  the  lights  they  use,  as  much  as  shall  maintain  them  in  an 

efficient  state,  2053 Their  opinion  is  that  the  appropriation  of  any  surplus  to 

charitable  or  other  purposes  than  the  maintenance  of  the  lights,  is  ill-advised,  2054, 

Stress  of  Weather.  Exemptions  from  dues  have  been  made  on  account  of  stress  of  weather  • 
these  exemptions  have  been  extended  10  foreign  as  well  as  British  vessels,  Cuningham 
2913,2914.  . 

Suez.  Reasons  for  the  Peninsular  and  Oriental  Steam  Navigation  Company  applying  to 

the  Pasha  of  Egypt  f.o  establish  a light  at  Suez,  A.  Anderson  i 891-1895 ii-They  are'wil- 

ling  to  do  it  at  their  own  expense,  as  it  is  for  the  benefit  of  their  own  vessels  navigation- 

the  Red  Sea,  ib.  1891-1895 Explanation  of  an  estimate  given  by  witness  to  the 

Oriental  Steam  Company  of  the  expense  of  maintaining  a revolving  light  of  fifteen 

lamps  at  Suez,  Willdus  3412-3435 Detail  of  the  expenses  requisite  in  a lighthouse, 

ib.  3413,3414 The  materials  furnished  for  the  lighthouse  at  Suez  are  nearly  the 

same  as  those  furnished  to  the  lighthouses  maintained  by  the  Trinity-house,  ib.  3416- 
3430. 

Sunderland.  Expense  of  collecting  the  light  dues  at  Sunderland,  Sir  J.  Pelly  123. 

Superannuation  Salaries  (Northern  Lights).  State  thereof,  paid  in  the  year  1 843,  App, 
5 07- 

Superintendents  of  Districts.  Lists  of  superintendents  of  districts  and  local  agents 
appointed  by  the  Trinity-house,  with  salaries,  &c.  of  each;  showing  the  extent  of  dis- 
trict; number  of  lighthouses;  light-vessels  and  buoys  and  beacons  attached  to  each, 
App.  476. See  also  Agents. 

Surplus  Dues.  The  surplus  revenue  of  the  Northern  Lights  is  applied  to  the  erection  of 
lighthouses,  and  the  extraordinary  repairs  of  those  in  existence,  Stevenson  1647  ; Cuniri'r- 

ham  3008 Present  surplus;  where  lodged  ; interest  it  bears,  Cuningham  3009-3 1 13 

Evidence  in  favour  of  the  surplus  of  the  light  dues  being  applied  to  charitable  pur- 
poses, R.  Anderson  3923-3935. See  also  Charities.  Toy  River. 

Surveying  Vessels.  There  is  not  one-half  the  number  of  surveying  vessels  on  the  coast  of 
the  United  Kingdom  under  the  hydrographer  to  the  Admiralty  that  there  should  be,  in 
order  to  look  after  the  interests  of  the  navigation  and  the  state  of  our  harbours  and 
rivers,  Washington  2271.  2282-2288. 

Surveys.  Many  of  the  lighthouses  having  been  erected  before  the  coast  had  been  pro- 
perly surveyed,  are  not  so  well  placed  as  could  now  be  done,  Denham  3034-3036 

A re-examination  and  change  of  the  sites  of  many  of  these  lighthouses  would  be  attended 
with  benefit,  ib.  3°37 Evidence  to  show  that  it  would  he  better  if  the  officers  ap- 

pointed by  the  Crown  to  survey  the  const  hud  the  power  of  suggesting  to  the  Trinity- 

house  the  proper  placing  of  the  lights,  buoys,  and  heacons,  ib.  3040-3049 Mode  in 

which  they  are  at  present  restrained  to  act  in  cases  where  they  think  lights,  &c.  neces- 
sary, ib.  3040-3049. 

See  also  Agents.  Caithness.  Gull  Stream  Light.  Huddart,  Captain  Joseph. 

Mersey  River.  Sarma,  Island  of.  Scotland. 

Swansea  and  Mumbles  Head.  Letter,  dated  2d  August  1845,  from  J.  Badley,  relative  to  the 
private  light  maintained  for  the  use  of  the  harbour,  App.  657. 

Stein  Light.  Establishment  of  the  light  at  the  Swin,  at  the  particular  request  of  the 

Aberdeen  Steam  Navigation  Company,  Just  1335-1340 Evidence  to  show  that  the 

Swin  Middle  Light  might  be  much  better  placed  than  it  is,  Washington  2380-2382. 

Sword,  Mr.  Letter  from  Mr.  John  Sword,  dated  14th  April  1835  to  the  Commissioners  of 
Northern  Lights^  relative  to  the  dues  levied  on  a steamer  ijlving  between  Leith  and 
Dundee,  App.  518.  r J 6 

Symmonds  Rocks.  Complaint  made  by  the  Hull  Steam-boat  Company  of  the  want  of  a 
buoy  on  the  Symmonds  Rocks,  and  result,  Cuningham  2853-2856. 
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T. 

Table  of  Light  Dues.  There  is  a table  in  each  custom-house,  showing  the  number  of  lights 

from  port  to  port  that  each  vessel  is  entitled  to  pay  for,  Herbert  784,  785 These 

tables  would  prevent  any  imposition  or  overcharge  being  made  by  the  collector,  ib. 

The  present  tallies  for  the  Trinity-house,  lights  bear  date  in  May  1844,  ib.  786. 

See  also  Uniformity  of  Rate. 

Tay  River.  The  Tay  lights  are  placed  under  the  management  of  the  Fraternity  of  Seamen 

at  Dundee,  Stevenson  1664-1667 The  lights  of  the  Tay  and  the  beacons  and  buoys 

are  in  as  efficient  a state  as  if  they  were  under  the  special  surveillance  of  the  Northern 

Liobt  Commissioners,  ib.  1668-1670 A considerable  number  of  shipwrecks  have 

taken  place  at  the  bar  of  the  Tay,  near  the  Buddon  Ness  lighthouse,  ib.  1671,  1672 

It  would  be  quite  practicable  to  place  a floating  light  outside,  and  it  would  be  of  great 

use  and  benefit,  ib.  1673-1676 The  lights,  buoys,  and  beacons  are  perfectly  efficient 

for  the  purpose,  Ewing  2057-2069.  2080-2082 A number  of  vessels  have,  been  lost 

there  lately;  this  is  to  be  attributed  to  the  want  of  pilots;  evidence  generally  with 
reference  to  the  pilotage  in  the  river,  ib.  2083-2189. 

On  whom  the  duty  of  managing  the  lights  falls,  Kennedy  2171 Copy  of  the  rules 

and  regulations  to  be  observed  by  the  keepers  of  the  Tay  lights,  ib.  2172 Number  of 

lights;  expense  of  keeping  them  up,  ib.  2173-2176 The  surplus,  if  any,  is  amalga- 

mated with  the  other  funds  of  the  Corporation  of  Dundee,  and  distributed  among  the 

poorer  brethren,  ib.  2177-2179 Evidence  respecting  the  cutter  kept  for  the  purpose 

of  visiting  the  lights,  ib,  2180-2188 Number  of  vessels  wrecked  on  the  banks  of  the 

Tay  from'  the  year  1828  to  1845,  ib.  2202 Reasons  for  considering  that  some  of  them 

have  been  lost  very  foolishly,  ib.  2203-2212.  . 

Report  of  the  body  deputed  in  1843  vl8lt  lhe  Tay  hS™8*  as  to  their  excellen* 

management  and  efficiency,  Kennedy  2228,  2229 The  Commissioners  of  Northern 

Lights  have  nothing  to  do  with  the  Tay  lights,  ib.  2230-2234 Charge  to  each  vessel 

for\he  Tay  lights,  ib.  2235-2242 The  only  thing  that  is  wanted  at  the  entrance  of 

the  Tay  is  at”  efficient  system  of  pilotage,  ib.  2243-2246 Witness  visited  the  Tay 

lights  in  1844 ; they  appeared  to  be  perfectly  efficient,  as  well  as  the  buoys  and  beacons 

connected  with  that  river,  Washington  2309,  2310 There  is  no  necessity  for  a floatmg 

light-  a pilot  vessel  cruising  outside  the  river  would  be  very  beneficial,  16.  2311-2315 

Detailed  evidence  respecting  the  removal  of  the  bar  from  the  mouth  of  the  River 

Tav  ib.  2315-2330 The  River  Tay  is  now  almost  as  much  a harbour  of  refuge  as  the 

Frith  of  Forth,  ib.  2315. 


Tees  Na mutton  Lights.  Success  that  has  attended  the  use  of  rapeseed  oil,  Rep.  xxix 

Description  of  lights  at  the  Tees  Navigation  ; the  lamp  used  la  of  the  same  sue  as 

the  lamp  used  by  the  Trinity-house  a.  tile  Note,  (fifth..  3468-3464 Ibe  !«•  Nav.- 

gation  Company  hnve  sent  home  some  of  their  lamps  to  be  altered  from  the  old  principle 
to  the  new  one ; .his,  in  witness’s  opinion,  is  sufficient  evidence  that  they  approve  of 
them,  ib.  3504-3506. 

Tee, dale,  John.  (Analysis  of  his  E»idence.)-Solicuor  to  the  Corporation  of . the  Triniry- 
liouso,  4764,  4765— —Witness  drew  up  lire  case  submitted  to  the  law  ofhceis  of  the 
Crown  in  lit*.  and  which  lias  been  laid  before  the  Committee,  4766-  Witness  relies 
upon  tile  opinion  then  given  as  justifying  the  application  of  the  general  surp  “■  • 
of  the  lights  to  cbaritaBle  purposes;  he  had  previously  given  an  opinion  limiself  upon 

the  subiect  4767  4768.  4874,  4875 Detailed  statement  of  the  case  placed  belore 

the  law  officers  of ’the  Crown  at  the  time  their  opinion  was  taken,  and  of  the  documents 

planed  before  them,  4769-4783 Three  Acts  of  Parliament  'efereuo^to  the 

Trinity-house  have  been  passed  since  this  opinion  was  given,  4769-4774  . 

these  Acs  affect  lhe  powers  and  privileges  previously  exercised  by  the  Corporation, 
enlarging  them  in  some  cases  and  curtailing  them  in  otheis,  4775  4/7  Abo- 

und documents  referred  to  were  the  sole  ground  for  the  opinion  of  the  law  officets,4779 


Examination  ujvon  these  various  Evonne  of’ the  TrinTty-homte  tcfjharilable 


severally  justify  the  application  of  the  surplus  revenue entitled 

purposes, J4784;  et  as, .—The  first  of  these  documents  is  the  8 Etoat.eth  c , 13  emitted, 
“ An  Act  concerning  Sea  Marks  and  Manners,  4784  ^ 


pimer  underbids1  Act*  tolevy  any  tolls  for  the  maintenance  of  ligh.bo.es,  4785-4797 
— — The  secon^dwnment  ifer?ed  is  the  36  of  Elisabeth  ; 

to  levy  toll,  4798-4805 The  third  document  is  the  letters  rf 

the  Second  fbr  the  Win, erton  lights; 

the  surplus  revenue  arising  from  these  lights  ; this  Ac  as  jl  . go,  lie-hts  to 

Power  given  in  the  paten,  granted  by  Charles 
apply  the  surplus  profits  of  the  tolls  for  the  purposes  o > fa/this  patent  is  to  be 

terton  light  was  the  first  in  which  this  authority  was  given  “ 8a“ 

considered  as  an  authority  for  the  rLJ  Charter  of  (Confirmation 

4809— Charter  of  James  the  Second,  ‘,e“/,obe  appropriated  to  the  relief 

powers  in  this  charter  directing  certain  source.,  of  teve  IP  1 

of  certain  poor  persons,  brethren  and  the  wives  of  brethren  of  the  said  guild,  4»3  . 
0.36,  5 E 3 7 
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Teesdale,  John.  (Analysis  of  his  Evidence) — continued. 

seq. Lengthened  evidence  as  to  whether  the  powers  conferred  by  the  latter  and  oth 

charters  extended  to  the  application  of  surplus  clues  to  charitable  purposes,  4836  et  sea 

Case  of  Erskine  v.  Meldrum  (1617),  in  which  lighthouses  were  declared’  to  b 

marks  and  signs  for  the  sea,  within  the  meaning  of  the  Act  of  Elizabeth,  4854-4856 1 

Earliest  Acts  of  Parliament  and  patents  in  which  lighthouse  dues  are  mentioned  and 

their  application  directed,  4857-4863 Powers  vested  in  the  Trinity-house  bv  thP 

patent  for  the  Portland  light  (1822),  4864-4868 There  is  no  direction  in  any  of  the 

patents,  from  the  Scilly  lights’  patent  to  the  present  time,  to  apply  any  portion  of  the 
light  clues  to  charity  ; but  all  of  them  are  “ without  account,”  4869-4877. 

Tenders.  See  Shipping  Establishment. 

Thames,  The.  Suggestion  that  the  entrance  of  the  Thames  should  be  lighted,  Waskm°ton 

4534 Witness  is  told  that  the  entrance  of  the  Thames  is  not  sufficiently  lio-hrPd 

A.  Mitchell  5384. See  also  Buoys  and  Beacons,  II.  2. 

Tidal  Observations.  Tidal  observations  required  to  be  made  by  the  lightkeepers  Herbert 
fini— fini.  ’ 


Timber  Trade.  See  America , 1. 

Tinmouth  Castle  Light.  See  Tynemouth  Light. 

Tongue  Banlc.  Particulars  relative  to  an  accident  which  has  happened  to  some  piles  lately 

placed  by  witness  on  the  Tongue  Bank,  A.  Mitchell  5344“5346 Witness  is  in  treaty 

for  re-constructing  a beacon  in  the  same  place,  but  nothing  has  been  concluded  on  as 
yetj  nature  of  the  proposals  made  by  witness  with  regard  to  it,  ib.  5347-5352. 

See  also  Screw  Piles. 


Tonnage.  See  Admeasurement  of  Vessels.  America,  1.  Coasting  Trade,  1.  Foreign 
Shipping.  Pensions.  Private  Lights.  Small  Cargoes. 

Tonnage  Rate: 

1.  Recommendations,  and  Evidence  in  favour  of  a Tonnage  Duty  for  the  Main- 

tenance of  the  Lights  instead  of  the  present  System. 

2.  Objections  to  this  Plan  of  maintaining  the  Lights. 

1.  Recommendations,  and  Evidence  in  favour  of  a Tonnage  Duty  for  the  Mainte- 
nance of  the  Lights  instead  of  the  present  System  : 

Suggestion  made  to  the  Committee  of  1834,  and  again  to  the  present  Committee,  to 
impose : a small  tonnage  rate  (is.  per  ton),  to  be  annually  levied  on  all  the  registered  ton- 
nage ot  the  United  Kingdom,  and  on  all  colonial  and  foreign  vessels  entering  its  ports, 
■T  XXl — “Decic,.ed  Preference  given  by  almost  all  the  witnesses  to  this  mode  of  pro- 

vtdmg  for  the  maintenance  of  the  lighthouses,  ib. Great  importance  of  having  an 

adequate  sum  cdlected  towards  a fund  for  the  support  of  merchant  seamen,  ib.— -If 
the  hght  dues  were  taken  off,  a tonnage  duty  of  is.  per  ton  per  annum  would  be  wil- 
gy  pai  y shipowners  to  provide  means  for  forming  a merchant  seamen’s  fund,  ib. 

—Amount  that  a tonnage  rate  of  is.  per  ton  per  yea?  would  produce,  ib.  xxi,  xxii 

Recommendation  of  the  Committee  that  the  plan  of  a tonnage  duty  should  be  adopted 

£ Pj  . 2CC  J°  ll}e  existing  system,  ib.  xxii Propriety,  assuming  a tonnage  duty  to 

ne  adopted  ot  including  in  the  payment  the  tonnage  of  the  ltoyal  Navy  and  Preventive 
Service,  with  the  view  of  lessening  as  much  as  possible  the  charge  on  the  commercial 
‘ an ^1844*  iTerage  t0nDage  of  shlP3  of  war  in  1813,  1814,  and  1815,  and  in  1842,  1843, 
Instead  of  light  dues  there  should  be  a rate  per  tonnage  on  all  the  shipping  of  the 

torv  modTof  ® year>  Marshall  3281-3283.3288 It  would  be  a very  satisfac- 

.0  c0l^ec,t.l0.n  11  an  annual  payment  per  ton  were  to  be  made,  with  liberty  to 
U ships  to  use  the  ligots  whenever  required,  Phillipps  3361-3363.  3366,  3367.  3360- — 

SSl  .honlJ  S“is  ‘?“  d Placed  un<ter  a Government  Board,  and  every  Government 
ji  rlb“‘e'»  tbe  same  ratio  as  the  commercial  shipping  of  tile  country, 

fixed3 rate  net  10  'l  a^v,fimaBes  l|re  trade  of  this  country  would  derive  from  having  a 
fixed  .ate  pe,  ton  levred  mstearl  of  the  present  system,  ib.  3375-3088. 

be^r  imoroveTeT^L8'  “S’1''?1*8  0n  the  registered  tonnage  of  the  country  would 

theiZoZ™ nl/' 365-3,676.  368s,  3683 Ships  should  pay  according  to 

would  be  no  nhie  ^■nan.  . 1“  ovclr-r  to  grve  relief  to  the  coasting  trade,  there 

coni  trv  E dS  levying  of  a general  assessment  on  the  tonnage  of  the 

foreigif’vessels  naid^U^f  fc39o  8 a Provlded  the  management  remain  the  same,  and 

equitable  mode  nf  no  39 1 8.  39 1 9 A rate  upon  tonnage  would  be  a more 

There  would  be  nJP  J?ng^°r  tjle  ’§^ts  than  tde  present  system,  Burns  4021-4025 

of  the  lights  fordem  & tou‘iaSe  dulY  on  all  ships  towards  the  maintenance 

g > gn  vessels  being  made  to  pay  equally  with  our  own,  Williams  4116- 

4120 
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Tonnage  Rate — continued. 

].  Recommendations,  and  Evidence  in  favour  of  a Tonnage  Duty,  &c. — continued. 

,120 The  shipping  should  he  at  once  relieved  from  the  light  dues  and  the  vexatious 

mode  of  collection,  ana  they  should  be  placed  on  the  tonnage  of  the  country,  Washington 
45*9- 

2.  Objections  to  this  Plan  of  maintaining  the  Lights ; 

Reasons  why  the  present  system  is  more  just  than  the  proposed  plan  of  levying  a rate 

on  all  the  registered  tonnage  of  the  country  once  a year,  Young  3572-357.5 Objections 

to  levying  a rate  on  the  registered  shipping  of  the  country  to  pay  for  the  lights.  Chapman 

3836-3843- 

Trade.  The  lights  do  not  bear  heavier  upon  our  trade  than  upon  other  trades,  Phillipps 

22^2 All  British  ships  are  on  a par,  as  are  all  foreign  ships  trading  to  this  country, 

ib.  3363- 

See  also  Baltic  Trade.  Canada  Trade.  Coasting  Trade.  Commerce. 
Foreign  Trade.  Over-sea  Trade.  Small  Cargoes. 

Trevelyan,  Mr.  Correspondence  between  Mr.  C.  E.  Trevelyan,  on  behalf  of  the  Treasury, 
and  the  Trinity-house,  relative  to  the  purchase  of  certain  lighthouses,  Jpp.  463,  et  seq. 

Trevose  Head.  No  complaint  has  been  made  to'  the  Trinity-house  with  respect  to  the 
lio-ht  now  erecting  on  Trevose  Head,  Sir  J.  Belly  4689 — —Evidence  as  to  the  position 
. in  which  it  is  placed,  ib.  4690-4706, 


Trinity-House  : 

1.  Constitution  of  the  Trinity  Board;  Appointment  of  Committees  under  the 

Board;  Qualifications  of  the  Members  for  the  Duties. 

2.  Duties  of  the  Members  of  the  Board ; Pay  and  Allowances. 

3.  Powers  vested  in  the  Board. 


1.  Constitution  of  the  Trinity  Board;  Appointment  of  Committees  under  the  Boar.d  ; 

Qualifications  of  the  Members  for  the  Duties: 

Constitution  of  the  Trinity  Board  ; committees  by  which  its  business  is  conducted. 

Rep.  xxiii Attention  paid  to  the  recommendation  of  the  Committee  of  1834.,  as  to 

the  admission  of  three  naval  officers  as  Elder  Brethren,  ib.— — Recommendation  of 
the  Committee,  in  accordance  with  the  views  of  the  Committee  of  1834,  “ That  in. 
future  one-third  of  the  members  of  the  Trinity-house  be  nominated  by  the  Crown,  16. 
XXvii Number  of  members  of  which  the  Board  consists ; present  master ; his  attend- 
ance, Sir  J.  Felly  S-13 The  class  of  persons  of  whom  the  Board  is  composed  are 

thoroughly  well  qualified  to  carry  on  the  superintendence  of  the  lights,  ib.  29.  142  - 

The  work  might  possibly  be  carried  on  with  a smaller  number  of  members  o\  the  Hoard, 

ib.  03 Explanation  of,  and  observations  upon,,  former  evidence  with  respect  to  the 

number  of  members  requisite  to  carry  on  the  Lighthouse  department  of- the  Trinity 
Board,  ib.  4607. 

The  Board  of  the  Trinity-house,  consisting  of  twenty  members,  is  divided  into  commit- 
tees: rule  observed  in  forming  these  committees;  number  of  which  each  committee 
consists,  for  lights,  for  pilotage,  and  for  other  things,.  Herbert  3 1 3^-— -The  committees 
are  appointed  by  the  Court  of  the  Corporation,  with  the  exception  of  the  wardens,  two 
of  whom  are  elected  annually;  they  consist  of  four,  two  going  out  annually  by  rota- 
tion, ib.  313.  <*26-328 Rules  and  regulations  in  relation  to  the  admission  of  Younger 

Brethren,  and  the  election  of  Elder  Brethren  of  the  Corporation  of  Tnnity-house,  App. 

362 Return  of  the  present  members  of  the  Trinity-house  Board,  stating  the  names, 

rank,  and  profession  of  each  when  elected,  and  the  dates  of  their  election  severally,  »o. 

363. 

2.  Duties,  of  the  Members  of  the  Board;  Pay  and.  Allowances,; 

The  present  members  of  the  Trinity  Board  are  at  times  all  employed  ; manner  in  which 
they  are  divided  as  to  the  duties,  Sir  J.  Pdhj.  14,  15— -Pay  and  anowances  of  the 
members  of  the  Board  ; source  from  which  defrayed,  ill.  34-39- — The  <™,!es  »*  ”« 
Lighthouse  department  ought  to  be  to  look  after  every  part  ol  the  coast  requiring 
end  not  to  wait  till  the  merchants  and  shipowners  ap|dy  for  them,  Washvtgtcr, 14535, 

. Return  of  the  establishment  ofthe  Trinity-house  on  Tower-hill,  showing 

and  allowances  to  each  person  on  1st  April  1845,  and  distinguishing  the  collectron,. 
ballast,  and  general  collection  account  offices,  App.  399- 


3.  Powers  vested  in  the  Board : 

Bill  passed  by  the  Government  in  1836,  vesting  all  lighthouses  and 
coasts  of  England  in  the  Corporation,  of  the  Trinity-house,  iwj*.  1V 
0.36.  . 5 e 4 
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Trinity-house— continued. 

3.  Powers  vested  in  the  Board — continued. 

which  the  Board  exercises  over  the  Irish  and  Scotch  Commissions,  Herbert  747_, 

Evidence  with  respect  to  the  powers  vested  in  the  Trinity-house,  Denham  Ini* 

3080- Petition  of  shipowners  and  others,  of  Leith,  to  the  House  of  Commons  -o 

plaining  of  the  powers  vested  in  the  Trinity  Board,  App.  679.  ’ LOm' 

See  also  Agents.  Applications  for  Lights.  Ballastage,  1.  Ballast  Du 
Boards  of  Management.  Brethren  of  the  Trinity-house.  Duo  vs  and 

Central  Board.  Charities.  Coasting" Trade.  cJlection  of  DueTl.  2 CoZT‘ 
n/1834.  Consolidated  Fund.  Debt.  Efficiency  <f  the  Lights.  E/d? 
Brethren.  Engineers.  Fishing  Vessels.  Fixed  Charges.  ° Fresnel's  LenI 
Goodwin  Sands.  Government,  The.  Harbour  or  Local  Lights.  Hanoi  k 
Lights.  Heligoland  Light.  Income  and  Expenditure,  l.°  Inspection  If 
Lights,  1.  Legislative  Interference.  Light  Dues,  2.  Lighthouse  Commit  J 
Lightning  Conductors.  Lights.  Maintenance  of  Lights,  4.  MuiiuapmPn\ 
of  Lights.  Maphn  Sands.  Master  of  the  Trinity-house.  Mitchell^ Screw 

Pdes.  Naval  OJtcer,  New  Lights.  Northern  Light  Commissioners,  l 
Oil.  Pensions.  Pilotage  Pilots.  Private  Lights.  Public  Lights 
Purchase  of  Lighthouses.  Reciprocity  Ireuties.  Reflectors.  Repairs 
Screw  Piles.  Skerries  Lighthouse.  Slier, yvore  Light.  Smalls  Lighfimx 

Surveys.  Table  of  Light  hues.  Uniformity  of  Rate.  Younger  Brethren. 

Trinity-house  Notices.  It  is  a fallacy  to  suppose  that  the  Trinity-house  notices  ate  received 

and  known  by  the  masters  of  ships,  Washington  2355-2357 Two  cases  are  men. 

tioned  as  an  example  of  this,  one  with  respect  to  the  Cocklegat  light,  and  the  other 
with  respect  to  the  Newarp  light-vessel,  ib.  2355-2357,  2368. 

Tynemouth  Light.  Principle  upon  which  the  Tynemouth  light  was  purchased  it  being 
secured  by  Act  of  Parliament ; amount  paid.  Sir  J.  Felly  65-78 —Correspondence 
relative  to  the  purchase  thereof  by  the  Trinity-house,  App.  458,  et  seq. 


Uniformity  of  Rates.  Although  tables  of  the  dues  chargeable  for  the  several  lights  have 
been  prepared  by  esc,  Board  and  placed  in  the  several  custom-houses,  Ss  recom- 
mu™dof  °°  ee  f y « U>e  variety  of  charge  for  light!  payable  in  the 

eomeLld  v-  1 £ ' ■ ' 1 ™>'y-l>onse  and  lo  the  Northern  Commissioners,  be- 

The  account  of  the  dues  paid  by  the  Aberdeen  Com- 

fllTd  T a ,l,eVTgeS  “ “,"d  trT  Lo,u1""  ci,ed  *■  a‘>  example  of  the  inequality 

Tnenirali,  ’ f4',k~S,"Ch'  a a“l"Pllfa.tod  syste'»  ought  no  longer  to  continue,  tl 

Inequality  of  he  rates  ,n  Scotland  ill  -—The  rate  adopted  in  Ireland  is  the  simplest, 
ment  of  » 6 Sm,  1 ,!?  / ha""S  ,1,a  >'ghLs  of  the  three  kingdoms  under  the  maLge- 

5 xx^.  xxv  * B d’  °“sl“  l°  he  t le  placi"6  tbe  whole  under  one  uniform  rate, 

United  States.  See  America,!.  Light  Dues,!.  New  York.  Oil. 


F°St“tVo^Sher  S°  i“Pro™",«‘ been  made  in  .he  means  of  distinguishing  one 

means  of  distinguishing  liglns  in 

ib  1 ltd. ' 1 fisc Th  n T K(\r  *C  difference  in  the  French  lights  is  distinguished, 

Stora4than  bTflTshes  a "gwsbjng  lights  by  colour  is  more  useful  to  naVi- 

W”iC1’  lheliB"‘S  “ P-cipallydis- 

s?™e?arrtoeZS^p/p\Ju“j<^l,a\ysis,of  lbe'r Evidence.)— (Mr.  Ve nicer.)  Has 

(Mr  Hnlnin  We  ■ * ®a)'ast  ^oard  in  Dublin  for  eleven  years,  5007,  5008. 

Tff'-).18  assistant-inspector  of  lighthouses  and  works  ioa-aii  (Mr  Ve- 

recommM(^6<mnofWtl]lp^RlaVef^Gen  i’J  tlle  Mlast  Boart  in  accordance  “h  the 

The “"“irnion  of  t n PT.  up°"  the  Irish  Lishts  mettle  in  ,834  ; 50:12,  5013 

by  the  Municinal  fnrrmraf'^  Ae!.na!ns  aa  vvas  at  that  time,  with  the  exception  that 
there  is  “°,W  ?"'y  °"e  sliariff  i^tead  of  two,  as  for- 

The  Act  of  the  6 & 7 Will  4 r 'Tn  h ***?  ^1,enffs  b.eJng  ex-officio  members,  5015 

1834-  K020 C‘  79>  has  sbghlly  modified  the  power  of  the  Board  since 

as  * did  h 1834  c02  llSF,ent  f°%thf  raaintenance  of  the  lights  remains  separate, 
little  increase1  srnce  that  °f  the  “^Wmieni  in  1834;  there  has  been  a 

conducted  b?  tht? Board' yn^riyfi^^““MS8  °f  t‘"i  LiS'“h°“se  ^ 

ness’s  salary*”  he  isIta]eiowrHaSliap*°int^r  assistaDt-inspector  in  1830;  amount  of  wit- 

works  are  execuL  mnZl.  u traTell,n&  expenses;  his  duties,  5030-5037 The 

‘ Wte<l  P“nciPally  by  contract  5038,  5039 Witness,  us  inspector,  lays 

, before 
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Vereker,  Henry,  and  George  Halpin,  Jun.  (Analysis  of  their  Evidence) — continued. 
before  the  Board  an  estimate  of  what  will  be  the  expense  required  for  furnishing  the 

interior  fittings,  and  doing  small  repairs,  5040 Way  in  which  oil  and  other  stores 

required  for  the  lighthouses  are  supplied,  5041-5052 The  salaries  of  the  lightkeepers 

are  fixed  salaries  ; they  are  checked  by  Mr.  Bigger,  the  comptroller,  and  are  submitted 
to  the  Board  previously  to  payment,  5053,  5054 Period  of  the  visits  of  the  inspec- 

tor of  ihe  lighthouses  ; report  made  by  him  to  the  Committee  on  the  lights,  5055-5058 

Way  in  which  the  bills  for  repairs  are  examined  and  audited,  5059 Way 

in  which  the  accounts  are  audited,  5060-5064. (Mr.  Vereker  and  Mr.  Hatpin.) 

There  is  a superintendent  of  light-ships  ; his  name,  salary,  and  duties,  5065-5069-- — 
Alterations  made  by  the  Ballast  Board  in  the  instructions  given  to  the  lightkeepers, 

5070-5076. (Mr.  Vereker).  Alterations  which  have  been  made  in  the  proceedings  of 

the  Ballast  Board  in  Dublin  since  1844;  5077-5082 There  have  been  no  complaints 

made  by  the  shipping  of  any  of  the  lights,  5083-5085.  5213-5223- (Mr.  Hatpin.) 

Way  in  which  the  lights  are  principally  distinguished  on  the  Irish  coast,  5086,  5087. 

(Mr.  Vereker  and  Mr.  Hatpin.)  Number  of  lights  maintained  by  the  Ballast  Board; 
expense  of  maintaining  them;  reduction  which  has  been  made  in  the  expense,  5088- 

5104— Nature  and  description  of  the  reflectors  or  lenses  used  in  the  Irish  lighthouses, 

c]0g 5115- Sperm  oil  is  used;  rapeseed  oil  has  been  used,  but  merely  as  an  ex- 
periment, 5116-5125.  5221,  5222 Measures  taken  by  the  Ballast  Board  on  appli- 
cations for  new  lights,  5126-5131.  5135,  6136 Visits  of  the  Ballast  Board  to  the 

lighthouses,  5132-5134 Evidence  respecting  the  expense,  and  mode  of  collection  ot 

the  light  dues,  5137,5138 General  expenses  of  lighthouses  in  Ireland  as  regards 

stores;  expense  of  light-ships,  &c.,  5139-5156 Gross  and  net  receipts  of  dues' for 

the  year  1843;  net  expenditure;  surplus;  balance  in  hand,  5157-5168 Reduction 

in  the  rates  contemplated  by  the  Ballast  Board,  5169-5179.  5214-5220 — — Progress 
made  in  the  project  lor  erecting  a light  on  the  Kish  Bank,  on  Mitchell’s  screw-pile 

principle,  5180 Reference  to  the  correspondence  between  the  Ballast  Board  and 

the  Northern  Light  Commissioners,  with  respect  to  the  light  on  Rathlin  Island,  5205- 
g21.2 Further  observations  with  respect  to  the  light  on  Kish  Bank,  5224-5246. 

[Second  Examination.]— Return  of  the  amount  of  the  balance  at  the  credit  of  the 

Ballast  Board  on  the  1st  January  1845,  delivered  in,  5392 -Comparative  statement  of 

the  annual  average  expense  for  maintaining  one  Argand  burner  in  the  Trimty-liouse  lights, 

in  the  Northern  Lights,  and  in  the  Irish  Lights,  5393 Comparative  expense  ot 

burning  sperm  oil  and  rapeseed  oil,  6394“5399 Observations  upon  the  evidence 

given  by  Mr.  Mitchell  with  respect  to  the  erection  of  a beacon  and  lighthouse  on  the 
Kish  Bank,  5400-5402 Use  of  the  dioptric  light  by  the  Ballast  Board,  5403“54°6. 

Vereker,  Mr  Letter  from  Mr.  H.  Vereker,  dated  nth  January  1 842,  to  Mr.  Cuningham,  on 
behalf  of  the  Commissioners  of  Northern  Lights,  on  the  subject  ot  a proposed  light  on 
Ratblin  Island,  App.  574 Letters  of  Mr.  Cuningham,  m reply,  ib.  57b. 


Walker,  James.  (Analysis  of  his  Evidence.)— Is  employed  as  the  civil  engineer  to  the 

Trinity-house,  3172  - — Has  no  regular  salary,  3173 Mode  m winch  witness  is  paid, 

and  nature  of  the  appointment,  3174 Reference  to  an  account  dehvered  by  the 

Trinity-house  to  the  Committee,  and  stated  to  be  the  accounts  rendered  by  James  Walker, 
civil  engineer  to  the  Trinity-house,  divided  under  various  heads  ; explanation  of  the  dif- 
ferent heads  of  the  account,  3175,  et  seq.  —Explanation  of  the  item  fane, ’ Pf  * 

Walker,”  and  also  the  charge  for  clerks’  time,  3175-3160 Expianat  on  resnecting  the 

item, « Time  for  clerk  of  works,”  3.81 Ami  also  of  an  .tern  “ Bills  for  labom and 

materials  furnished,”  3182-3189 Explanation  ot  a column  headed  Cotniu  ssion 

upon  work  done,”  3190-3195-  3'97-S1 99-  3203-3205— Subsequent  PaFrs^hvered 
in,  being  accounts  for  all  the  years  from  1832  to  1842  inclusive ; tliere  are  no  charges  m 
any  of  these  years  differing  from  those  which  witness  has  stated  and  explained  with 

respect  to  1843;  3196 In  making  disbursements  for  the  Corporation,  witness  is  alrnos 

always  in  advance  of  money  lor  them,  3200 Witness's  accounts  are  settfod  annually, 

3201 During  the  time  witness  is  in  advance  to  the  Corporation,  he  does  ch‘  * 

interest ; there  Ts  no  reason  to  apprehend  the  Corporation  would  object  to  a low  it  3202 

• Reference  to  the  note  affixed  to  the  foot  of  the  account  by  the  secretary  , this  note 

gives  a correct  explanation  of  the  expenditure  in  ihe  various  columns,  pob— Witness 
?s  employed  by  other  public  Boards  in  London;  he  is  paid  much  in  the :au  way  that 

he  is  paid  by  the  Triuity-house,  3207-3209 Having  been  so  long  emptoved  by  the 

Trinity-house,  his  charges  are  lower  than  for  other  Boards,  3209,  321°  | 

planation  as  to  the  commission  charged  by  witness  in  1842  ; 3212,  3 ;.Pmade  bv 

of  the  nature  of  the  work  done  for  the  ballast  department  for  which  a charge  is  made  by 


witness,  3213,  3214. 
0.36. 
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Report,  1845 — continued. 


Walker,  Mr.  Return  of  accounts  rendered  to  the  Trinity-house  by  Mr.  James  Walker 
civil  engineer,  in  each  year,  1834  to  >842,  both  inclusive,  under  separate  heads  of  chaiV 

App.  412 Similar  return  of  accounts  rendered  by  Mr.  James  Walker,  civil  engineer’ 

in  the  year  1843,  ib.  416. See  also  Engineers.  Maplin  Sands. 


Washington,  Captain  J.  (Analysis  of  his  Evidence.) — Captain  in  the  Navy,  and  Admiralty 

Surveyor,  in  the  charge  of  the  North  Sea  and  East  Coast  Survey,  2247,  2248 Is 

perfectly  acquainted  with  every  lighthouse  and  floatin'!  light  from  Girdleness,  near  Aber- 
deen, along  the  whole  of  the  east  and  south  coast  of  England,  and  with  all  the  French 

Flemish,  and  Dutch  lights,  from  Cape  Grisnez  to  the  Texel,  2249,  2250 Generally 

speaking,  the  lights,  light-vessels,  buoys,  and  beacons  alone:  the  British  coast  are  quite 

efficient,  2251 Evidence  generally  respecting  the  establishment  of  the  lioht  at 

Cocklegat,  2252,  el  seq. There  is  not  one  half  the  number  of  surveying  vessels'on  the 

coast  of  the  United  Kingdom  under  the  hydrogrnpher  to  the  Admiralty  that  there  should 
be,  in  order  to  look  after  the  interests  of  the  navigation,  and  the  state  of  our  harbours 

and  rivers,  2271.  2282-2288 Proper  class  of  officers  to  have  the  important  duty  as 

agents  to  superintend  the  local  lights;  these  officers  should  have  the  general  superin- 
tendence of  all  the  district  light  establishments,  2272—2281. 

The  amount  of  dues  levied  for  lights  should  be  confined  solely  to  that  which  is  re- 
quisite to  maintain  those  lights,  2289-2291 It  would  be  a very  great  improvement  that 

the  whole  expense  should  be  borne  by  Government,  as . it  is  in  most  other  countries 

2292.  2295-2297 All  fishing-smacks  and  vessels  are  exempt  from  light  dues,  as  are 

a'so  Jess-e*s  *n  ^a^astJ  2293,  2294 Difference  in  the  conducting  of  the  lights  under 

the  Trinity  Board  and  those  under  the  Commissioners  of  Northern  Lights,  2298-2307 
- Witness  visited  the  lights  of  the  Tay  in  the  year  1844;  they  appeared  to  be  per- 
fectly efficient,  as  well  as  the  buoys  and  beacons  connected  with  that  river;  there  is  no 
necessity  for  a floating  light;  a pilot  vessel  cruising  outside  the  harbour  would  be  very 

beneficial,  2309-2315 Detailed  evidence  respecting  the  removal  of  the  bar  from  the 

mouth  of  the  river  Tay,  2315-2330 The  river  Tay  is  now  almost  as  much  a harbour 

of  refuge  as  the  Frith  of  Forth,  2315. 

The  existing  Harwich  leading  lightsjwould  inevitably,  if  followed,  run  a vessel  high  and  dry 
on  the  beach  ; explanation  as  to  how  this  change  has  taken  place;  representations  made 
to  the  Admiralty  on  the  subject;  they  have  not  been  attended  to,  2331-2341 Ex- 

tracts from  reports  made  by  witness  to  the  Admiralty  in  December  1842,  and  in  January 

1843,  respecting  the  state  of  these  lights,  2342-2347 Life  and  property  at  sea  would 

be  more  secure  from  shipwreck  if  in  future  all  masters  and  mates  of  merchant  vessels 
were  examined  by  a Board  of  nautical  men  at  the  different  ports  of  the  United  Kingdom, 


[Second  Examination.]— Further  evidence  respecting  the  danger  attending  the  follow- 
mg  of  the  Harwich  leading  lights;  and  as  to  the  representations  made  to  the  Admiralty, 

T?0lVeCOm?endetl  by-  witness’  2349-2355-  2369-2379 It  is  a fallacy  to 

suppose  that  the  Trinity-house  notices  are  received,  and  known  by  the  masters  of  ships; 
wo  cases  mentioned  as  an  example  of  this,  one  with  respect  to  the  Cocklegat  Light, 

urT^  t0  t1h\New;u'l)  ligbl-vessel,  2355-2357.  2368 Evidence 

respecting  the  establishment  of  the  Cocklegat  Light,  2357-2363 It  is  no  part  of 

witness  s instructions  to  communicate  his  opinions  to  the  Trinity  Board;  he  is  ordered 
witWh'  t1C-  .lhe  A,1“"'a*ty;  witness  has  however  sometimes  private  communications 

miohth  T,ini  y Board,  2364-2367 Evidence  to  show  that  the  Svvin  Middle  Light 

Sh0  h bet  er  piafl  than  k is,  2380-2382 Witness  has  no  complaints  to 

" !£*  1 J, the  “nn^eraent  of  the  lighthouses  upon  the  coast  of  England  ; he  has  stated 
3? I*'  ext,e“e  b«l  wncyand  efficiency;  upon  the  whole,  they  are  extremely 

the  I,  d l?**?  °‘  fe  hSh,UnS’  2383-2386 The  district  agents  resident  upon 

Yarmoofh  IT  khe  ° of^e?1  lhey  onght  to  be ; exception  in  favour  of  .lie  agent  at 
aoents  -ffi/nlrl  at  Wells ; grounds  for  recommending  that  a different  class  of 

in  ihe  aPP0lnte^»  2386-2399 -They  should  have  power  to  make  alterations 

nothevbgthU  powctS.391  lnsl““  «ft ^convenience  having  arisen  from  their- 

is m?l^  be P,acc<?  ‘bo  Ship  Wash  Shoal, which 


th.e  most  dangerous  snoals  in  the  North  Sea,  2401-2403 
Ihev  shonKTn  el  h>l  “ wh,te  i“0JE  Bll0"'d  be  abolished  in  the  North  Sea,  and  that 
at  the  so  h W Tr ■ They  he  made  tali,  spiral  buoys,  like  the  one 

an  effieien  s,«e  L"o,  ‘herSh'P  W“Bh-  ik The  trying  of  our  coasts  is  in  far  from 

„ lf  ■ r,  *',tf,,.a4°V improvements  suggested  from  the  Ship  Wash  to  Yarmouth, 

nofsT^nS,  h-  * S!ze“rU  B"nlt  b“°y  should  be  made  conspicuous;  it  is 

a short  distance  hi  e ! n ^ pal“;  white,  2405 The  Slamford  Light  might  be  moved 

Slamford  Pasen  higher  up  with  advantage,  more  especially  with  reference  tc  the  New 
— S i-77A,t'raV01 “1  .suggested  from  Yarmouth  to  Cromer,  2406-2409 
Cocklen-rt^T  2Tj“i"r  t0 ‘he  lrumJ  Corporation  to  do  their  utmost  to  render  the 
? i'g^.  by  placing  it  upon  Mi.cl.dl’.  screw  piles  on  the  elbow 

main-aineefa^one  halTnf  7,  »“  the  coast  of 'England  might  be 

mam.amed  at  one  half  of  the  amount  of  dues  at  present  received,  241 1-C413. 

[Third 
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Report,  1845 — continued. 


Washington,  Captain  J.  (Analysis  of  his  Evidence) — continued. 

[Third  Examination.] — Evidence  in  support  of  an  assertion  made  by  witness  in  his 
former  examination,  that  the  English  lights  might  be  maintained  at  a less  expense  than 

one  half  of  the  present  gross  receipts  of  the  Trinity-house,  4474-4492. Comparative 

view  of  the  cost  of  English,  French,  and  American  lights  and  light  vessels,  4474 A 

great  reduction  in  the  expense  of  the  English  lights  might  be  made  by  substituting  rape- 
seed  oil  for  sperm  oil ; instances  to  show  that  it  is  equally  efficient  for  the  purpose, 

. 474-4479.  4493-4601 The  mode  of  collection  of  the  light  dues  causes  great  expense 

for  commission,  which  might  be  entirely  avoided,  4480,  4481 Present  state  of  the 

American  lights ; improvements  made  in  them  since  the  visit  of  Commodore  Perry  of 

the  American  navy  to  this  country,  4502, 4503 Comparative  statement  of  the  cost  of 

gas,  lard,  rape  oil  and  sperm  oil  to  produce  the  same  intensity  of  light  j these  have  all 
been  used  in  America,  4503. 

Particulars  with  respect  to  three  of  the  floating  lights  having  been  adrift  in  the  North 

Sea  within  two  years,  4504,  et  seq. So  long  as  the  present  system  of  testing  the 

mooring  chains  by  an  enormous  weight  or  strain,  is  continued,  they  will  be  liable  to  break, 

>510 Test  to  which  the  cables  should  be  submitted,  4511 Generally  speaking,  no 

expense  or  labour  is  spared  at  the  Trinity-house  to  obtain  the  best  materials,  and  to  ex- 
hibit the  lights  to  the  best  advantage,  4512 Still  the  same  degree  of  efficiency  might 

be  maintained  at  half  the  sum,  4512-4514 Further  evidence  as  to  the  description  of 

Board  under  which  the  management  of  the  lights  should  be  placed,  4515~4523 With 

the  exception  of  Captain  Love  at  the  Isle  of  Wight,  the  agents  employed  at  different 
parts  of  the  coast  are  not  selected  from  the  class  of  men  most  fitted  for  such  duties, 
4525>  4526* 

General  good  management  of  the  port  of  Liverpool  with  respect  to  the  lights,  4528 

Great  care  is  required  so  that  the  North  West  light-ship,  a floating  vessel  with  three 

lights,  should  have  the  lights  so  placed  that  they  should  be  equal  in  intensity,  from 

whatever  point  seen,  ib. Reason  why  great  care  is  necessary  in  the  mooring  of  the 

Formby  light-vessel,  ib. The  shipping  should  be  at  once  relieved  from  the  light  dues, 

and  the  vexatious  mode  of  collection,  and  they  should  be  placed  upon  the  tonnage  of  the 

country,  4529 Objection  to  the  present  system  of  ballast  dues ; the  charge  for  ballast- 

age  should  be  confined  to  the  actual  expense  incurred  in  raising  it,  4529-4533 

Suggestion  that  the  entrance  of  the  Thames  should  be  lighted,  and  that  the  Prince  s 
Channel  should  be  both  buoyed  and  lighted  forthwith,  4534 The  duties  of  the  light- 

house de  partment  ought  to  be  to  look  after  every  part  of  the  coast  requiring  lights, 
and  not  to  wait  till  the  merchants  aud  shipowners  apply  for  them,  4535 -The  ship- 

owners in  the  north  would  not  apply  for  the  Cocklegat  light,  fvom  the  fear  of  the  inflic- 
tion of  a fresh  light  flue  on  their  already  over-taxed  vessels,  ib. 


Washington,  Captain,  r.  n.  Correspondence  between  the  Admiralty  and  the  Trinity  Board 
with  respect  to  Captain  Washington's  reports  on  the  state  of  the  east  coast  of  England, 

App.  496-499 Letter,  dated  9th  November  1842,  to  Captain  Beaulort,  relative  to  the 

Cocklegat  light,  ib.  500. 

Wason,  Mr.  Rigby.  Correspondence  relative  to  the  purchase  by  the  Trinity-house  of  an 
annuity  secured  to  Mr.  Rigby  Wason  on  the  Smalls  lighthouse,  App.  457;  sel% 


Watson.  Mr.  (Analysis  of  his  Evidence.)— Explanation  of  an  ilem  of  diargefor  tonnage  in 
a bill  from  the  Bailast-office  in  Dublin,  for  lire  clearance  of  the  “ Royal  Adelaide,  of  364 
tons  burthen  ; and  also  of  another  duty  called  tile  quay  wall  duty,  4142—4149. 

Whale  Fisheries.  Decrease  in  the  tonnage  and  number  of  seamen  employed  in  die  South 
Sea  and  Greenland  and  Davis’ Straits  whale  fisheries,  in  1841, 1842,  and  1843,  as  compared 

with  1830,  1831,  and  1832,  Hep.  xvH,  xviii The  extent  of  decrease  here  shown  in 

these  two  branches  of  shipping  should  direct  the  immediate  attention  of  Parliament  to 
preserve  the  other  branches,  ib.  xviii. 


Whitehaven.  Letter,  dated  30  July  1845,  from  Mr.  E.  H.  Heywood,  relative  to  tile  private 
lights  maintained  for  the  use  of  the  harbour  of  Whitehaven,  App.  657. 


Wilkins,  Rolert.  (Analysis  of  his  Evidence.)— Lighthouse  and  lamp .manufacturer ’in 'Long 

acre  ; has  been  so  about  forty  years,  340O,  3410 Has  during  that  time dtten 

the  Trinity-house  and  other  bodies  with  the  apparatus  requisite  for  iighthouses  , every- 

filing  except  building  die  towers,  3411 Explanation  of  an  cstima  eg  ve  > , 

Hie  Oriental  Steam  Company,  of  the  expense  of  maintaining  a revolving  light .of fifteen 

lamps  at  Suez,  3412-3434 Detail  of  the  expenses  requisite  in  a lighthouse,  84>3,  34 ■* 

—The  materials  furnished  for  the  lighthouse  at  Suez  arc  nearly  the  same  M those  tu- 
nished  to  the  lighthouses  maintained  by  the  Trinity-house,  3416-343 


sanctioned  it  he  could  do  nothing,  3437~3439‘ 
since  1840  ; 3440-3450. 

•0.36.  5 0 


—Witness  has  supplied  Cape  Coast  Castle 
Description 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


780 


WIL 


WIL 


[&igf)tf)<jU!3esj. 


Report,  1 845 — continued. 


Wilkins,  "Robert.  (Analysis  of  his  Evidence) — continued. 

Description  of  lights  at  the  Tees  Navigation;  the  lamp  used  is  of  the  same  size 

the  lamp  used  by  the  Trinity-house  at  the  Nore,  3458-3464 The  two  lights  at  Quche*!;8 

nccoiding  to  the  report,  have  been  satisfactory  ; since  witness  has  introduced  this  lam  ’ 
he  has  never  had  any  complaints  as  to  the  oil  he  has  used  ; it  would  answer  quiie  a* 

well  as  sperm  oil  for  all  the  lights  round  our  coast,  3465-3479 Witness’s  lam  ps  |iavS 

superseded  the  Carcel  lamp  in  this  country,  on  account  of  the  difficulty  and  complexity 

of  the  latter,  3480-3485 Difference  between  witness’s  lamp  and  the  common  Areand 

burner ; upon  the  whole  it  is  less  complicated,  and  less  liable  to  get  out  of  order 

3494-  ' * 

None  of  the  lamps  sent  out  by  witness  to  Cape  Coast  Castle  in  1840,  have  been  sent 

home  to  be  repaired;  has  had  no  complaints  about  them,  3495-3501 There  would 

be  no  difficulty  in  an  ordinary  workman  abroad  repairing  them,  3503 The  Tees 

Navigation  Company  have  sent  home  some  of  their  lamps  to  be  altered  from  the  old 
principle  to  the  new  one;  this  in  witness’s  opinion  is  sufficient  evidence  that  they  approve 

of  them,  3504-3506 Witness  has  attended  experiments  tried  with  the  lights  with  his 

oil  by  the  Trinity-house,  at  Purfleet;  result  of  these  experiments ; how  far  the  Trinity- 

house  has  encouraged.  witness’s  plan,  3507-3526 Another  lamp  is  now  being  made' 

burning  dioptric  lights,  after  the  maimer  of  the  French  lighthouse  lamps,  3515- The 

average  consumption  of  witness’s  oil  and  of  sperm  oil  is  the  same,  3520,  3521 Witness 

is  not  able  to  suggest  any  other  mode  of  economizing  the  expense  of  the  public  lights  than 
by  a saving  in  the  oil  by  introducing  rapeseed  oil,  3527 Altogether  witness  has  sup- 

plied the  reflectors  to  the  Trinity-house  for  forty-five  years,  but  does  not  supply  the 
whole  of  those  for  the  Ballast  Board  nor  for  the  Commissioners  of  Northern  Lights 
3528-3531.  b ’ ■ 


Wilkins,  Mr.  Letter,  dated  2 August  1845,  from  Mr.  Robert  Wilkins  to  Joseph  Hume 
Esq.  m.  v.,  referring  to  Mr.  Halpin’s  statement;before  the  Committee  as  to  the  comparative* 
average  cost  of  stores  for  the  Catoptric  and  Argand  lamps,  App.  687. 

See  also  Catoptric  Lamps.  Rapeseed  Oil. 


Williams,  Charles  Wye.  (Analysis  of  his  Evidence.) — Manager  of  the  largest  steam  esta- 
blishment out  of  Liverpool;  is  the  first  person  who  ever  ventured  to  build  a vessel  forkeep- 

mg  the  sea  m winter,  twenty-one  years  ago,  4045,4046 Ports  between  which  the 

vessels  of  witness s establishment  trade;  number  of  vessels  ; average  tonnage,  4047-4050 
" —The  wishes  of  witness  and  his  colleagues  respecting  the  light  dues  have  been  stated 
to  lhe  House  in  a petition  ; they  are  oppressive  to  them  as  forming  a very  large  portion 

of  the  coasting  trade,  4051,  4052,  et  setj. The  coasting  trade  is  unquestionably  more 

heavily  taxed  for  the  lights  than  the  foreign  trade,  4052-4058.4140,4141 Amount  of 

tonnage  employed  by  the  company ; amount  of  light  dues  paid  ; proportion  the  light  dues 

bear  to  the  capital  aud  freight,  4059-4067 Evidence  to  show  that  the  community  at 

large  would  benefit  to  a certain  extent  by  the  reduction  of  the  light  dues  on  steam-vessels, 
4007-4071— — the  light  .dues  are  unequal,  inasmuch  as  the  charges  upon  Irish  and 

English  lights  vary  so  much,  4072,  4073 They  are  unjust,  inasmuch  as  the  shipping 

pays  a large  portion  of  the  iund  which  is  distributed  in  charity,  4074-4076 Obiec- 

a7<P°r'T.  °f  the  hghn  duesTbeing  applied  to  any  other  purpose  than  the  main- 

tenancc  ot  the  lights  4077-4082 It  is  very  objectionable  that  steamers  out  of  the  port 

oi  Liveipool  should  have  to  pay  for  lights  which  they  never  see,  4082-4089.  41 04-4107. 

Objection  to  the  manner  in  which  the  lights  are  managed  by  the  different  Boards  in  Eng- 
mnd,  Scotland,  and  Ireland;  instance  showing  the  necessity  of  having  the  whole  establish- 
ment under  one  management,  4090-4093 Inconvenience  to  which  the  shipping  is  put 

with  espect  to  the  management  of  the  pilotage  by  these  distinct  Boards,  4094-4098— 
Jr? L n Shtbouse.8  of  the  United  Kingdom  ought  to  be  under  one  single  management ; 
acl vantages  whmh  maybe  contemplated  from  such  arrangement,  4009-4103— The  ' 
nerfZ?  belon^nSft°  the  company  of  which  witness  is  manager,  leaving’  Liverpool,  and 
KSy"  of  ‘heir  voyages  by  daylight,  have  less  necessity  for  fights,  Jiorf— 4- 
WharJJl  !!  , f s,£"ed  by  witaew  and  bis  colleagues,  that  the  lights  ought  to 

be  cha^d  oet  °f  the  Consolidated  Fund ; grounds  for  forming’this  opinion,  410^115. 

innce  of  the  lio-htQUf  n°  obj^ctJ01?  t0  a tonnage  duty  on  all  ships  towards  the  mainte- 
nance of  the  lights,  foreign  vessels  being  made  to  pay  equally  with  our  own,  41 16-4120. 

raontInto  ni,aJVaIl!aSeS  Whlch  r,uld  reSult  t0  the  coasting  trade,  supposing  the  Govern- 

To  an  with  lZ\\  he  payment,°j  7e  htrhts.  4122,  et  seq. The  advantage  of  being  able 

an|  nortL  of  h?'r°|et  7°° l1?6  very  g^at,  4122-4125 While  witness  objects  to 

; r f light  dues  being  appropriated  to  charitable  purposes,  he  would  not 

The  coastino-  trade  em^  iaised  VPon  tbe  shipping  for  that  ostensible  purpose,  4126 

lne  coasting  Uade,  as  far  as  sailing  vessels  are  concerned,  is  very  low  indeed  liqo 

As  regards  steamers,  a profit  has  been  divided,  but  a verv  inadequate  one  4.1  q? The 

4132,  4133 If  the  maintenance  of  the 

saved  and  tin.  6 t0fbe  Consolidated  Fund,  the  expense  of  collecting  them  would  be 

be  co^idcmbly  reduced, ”4134-4136 

0 llg'>ts  aie  vety  efficiently  maintained,  4138,  4139. 
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Report,  1845 — continued. 


Willson,  Richard.  (Analysis  of  hisEvidence.) — Has  been  a wharfinger  and  shipowner  between 

thirty  and  forty  years,  4536,  4537 For  the  last  thirty  years  has  been  part  owner  of 

vessels  in  the  foreign  as  well  as  the  coasting  trade,  4538 Has  had  a share  in  a dozen 

vessels  in  the  Irish  trade,  4538,  4,539 Is  shareholder  in  from  twenty  to  thirty  vessels, 

4540 The  light  dues  bear  very  hard  upon  coasters  at  the  present  reduced  rates  of 

freight,  4541- Freights  of  late  years  have  been  very  much  reduced  in  consequence  of 

railways,  particularly  in  the  coasting  trade,  4542-4544 The  lighthouse  dues  are  eased 

very  much  upon  the  coasting  trade  to  what  they  formerly  were,  4544 Still  the  amount 

now  left  presses  more  severely  upon  the  trade  than  the  whole  formerly  did,  ib. Per-cent- 

a«e  the  light  dues  now  bear  to  the  gross  freights  in  the  coasting  trade ; objections  to  the 

payment  of  full  light  dues  with  only  small  cargoes,  4545~4557-  4569 Other  charges 

to  which  coasting  vessels  are  subject  in  London  besides  the  light  dues  ; such  as  the  ton- 
nage duty  and  ballastage,  4558-4565- 

With  the  present  competition  of  railroads  and  steamboats,  if  the  light  dues  be  not  taken 
off,  it  is  doubtful  whether  the  coasting  trade  can  be  carried  on,  4570-4579 Incon- 

sistencies which  the  coasting  vessels  labour  under,  with  respect  to  their  being  treated  as 

foreign,  in  trading  to  Guernsey,  4579-4600 Hov?  the  light  dues  do  not  affect  vessels  in 

the  foreign  trade  so  much  as  those  in  the  coasting  trade,  4602-4604 Hope  expressed  by 

witness  that  the  country  will  take  the  lights  upon  themselves,  seeing  that  they  are  advocat- 
ing the  making  of  railways  in  all  directions,  so  as  to  knock  up  the  coasting  trade,  4605—— 
The  light  dues  have  been  felt  more  and  more  severely  every  year  that  the  railroads  have 
been  progressing,  4606. 

Wintertonness  and  Orfordness  Lights.  Principle  upon  which  these  lights  were  purchased, 

they  being  under  a lease  held  from  the  Crown,  Sir  J.  Pelly  48-64 Correspondence 

relative  to  the  purchase  thereof  by  the  Triniiy-house,  App.  453 ,et  seq. 

See  also  Braybrooke,  Lord.  Orfordness  Light. 

Woo/ston,  Mr.  See  Brixham  Harbour . 

Workington . Return,  relative  to  the  private  lights  established  for  the  use  of  the  harbour  of 
Workington  App.  '658. 

Worthington,  Mr.  Letter  from  Mr.  Worthington,  dated  30  December  1839,  to  the  Chamber 
of  Commerce  of  Dublin,  relative  to  dues  levied  for  the  Skerries  Light,  App.  461. 

Wyre  River.  One  of  witnesses  experiments  was  placing  a lighthouse,  on  the  screw  prin- 
ciple, at.  the  river  Wyre,  in  Morecambe  Bay,  about  thirty  miles  to  the  north  of  Liverpool, 

A.  Mitchell  5287 This  has  succeeded  ; it  was  commenced  in  November  1839,  an<*  was 

lighted  on  6 January  1840,16.5288,  5289 Description  of  the  lighthouse,  and  nature  of 

the  light  exhibited,  ib.  5290-5299.  5308-5313 Cost  of  the  lighthouse ; annual  expense 

of  it,  ib.  5300-5304 It  is  under  the  management  of  the  Fleetwood  Harbour  and  Dock 

Company,  ib.  5301. 


Yachts.  Gentlemen’s  yachts  escape  the  light  dues,  Aikin  3629 Yachts  ought  to  be 

exempted  from  the  light  dues,  Lord  4219. 

Yarmouth.  Cost  of  collection  of  the  light  dues  at  Yarmouth,  Sir  J.  Pelly  117, 

See  also  Buoys  mid  beacons,  I.  2.  Screw  Piles. 

Young,  George  Frederick.  (Analysis  of  his  Evidence.) — Shipowner  and  shipbuilder,  2489 
As  long  as  the  charge  for  maintaining  the  light  is  specifically  placed  upou  ship- 
ping, the  snipping  is  entitled  to  receive  the  benefit  of  such  lights  at  the  most  economical 

. rate  at  which  it  can  be  afforded  to  be  furnished,  2490- Inference  drawn  by  witness 

from  various  published  Parliamentary  documents,  that  this  charge  upon  the  shipping  might 
be  reduced  without  any  diminution  of  ihe  efficiency  of  the  lights,  2490,  2491  Par- 
ticulars in  which  reductions  might  be  made,  2492 Objection  to  any  portion  of  the 

dues,  paid  under  the  title  of  lighthouse  dues,  being  appropriated  to  charitable  purposes, 

2492-2494.2532-2534 The  shipowners  generally  are  well  satisfied  with  the  lights 

themselves,  and  think  the  management  of  them  judicious,  2495  Ihe  shipping  in- 
terest generally  is  in  that  state  to  require  any  relief  which  the  country  can  anord, 

2496-2498 Considerable  reduction  might  be  made  in  the  charge  for  collection,  2499- 

2504 Under  the  whole  head  of  the  Trinity-house  establishment,  the  cost  °f  the 

general  management  is  greater  than  is  requisite  for  the  performance  of  the  duties  which 
are  discharged  in  reference  to  the  lights;  2505,  2506 It  would  be  much  more  conve- 

nient and  satisfactory,  that  an  uniform  charge,  should  be  made  for  every  light,  and  not 
made  to  vary  according  to  the  expense  of  erection  or  rftaintenance  of  particular  lights, 

2507. 2508. 2514.  . . . 

The  Trinity-house  has  established  lights  upon  the  representation  of  the  shipowners 
and  persons  in  the  trade,  and  upon  their  offering  to  contribute  a certain  charge,  it  tne 
lights  were  established;  this  system  ought  not  to  continue,  2509-2513'  1 supposing 

tiie  duties  to  remain  chargeable  on  the  shipping,  it  is  but  j ust  and  fair  that  owners  should 

0.36.  Dave 
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Young,  George  Frederick.  (Analysis  of  his  Evidence) — continued. 
have  some  check  or  control  over  those  who  are  to  manage  the  lights  ; at  present  thev 

have  no  such  control,  2515-2519 Constitution  of  the  Board  witness  would  propose 

for  the  management  of  the  lights,  supposing  Government  to  undertake  the  payment  and 

maintenance  of  the  lights  out  of  the  public  money,  2520-2527 -Probable  effect  of 

taking  off  the  light  dues  from  shipping,  upon  freight,  and  the  expenses  of  shipping  2528 

2529 Way  in  whicli  witness  would  propose  that  the  Trinity-house  shoulcf  liquid  ate’ 

their  debt  in  the  event  of  the  charge  for  light  dues  being  given  up,  2535-2540. 

[Second  Examination.] — Way  in  which  the  debt  now  owing  by  the  Trinity-house 
might  be  discharged,  with  the  view  to  giving  the  quickest  relief  to  the  light  dues,  3532 

et  seq. Amount  which  they  are  justified  by  law  in  expending  for  charitable  purposes, * 

3533-  3538 All  beyond  this  amount  being  collected  by  taxation  upon  shipping,  is  an 

illegitimate  appropriation  of  their  funds,  3533-3537 With  reference  to  the’Scilly 

light,  the  surplus  allowed  to  be  distributed  may  be  reduced  by  the  Queen  in  Council 
3534>  3535 — —There  is  a surplus  at  present,  but  the  Queen  in  Council  not  having  inter- 
posed, they  are  allowed  to  distribute  it,  3536 Annual  payment  from  which  the  Conso- 
lidated Fund  was  relieved  by  the  purchase  of  the  private  lights,  3540 It  would  have 

been  but  equitable  that  a principal  sum,  equal  to  the  amount  so  annually  paid,  should 
have  been  contributed  out  of  the  Consolidated  Fund,  to  purchase  that  which  so,  tended 
to  relieve  the  fund,  3541-3545 — —It  is  not  just  that  her  Majesty’s  Navy  should  partici- 
pate in  the  benefit  derived  from  lighthouses,  without  any  contribution  on  the  part  of  the 
public  towards  the  expense  of  maintenance,  3542,  3543. 

There  is  no  considerable  inconvenience  in  the  payment  of  light  dues,  beyond  the 

burthen  of  the  charge,  3546 Witness’s  object  is  to  consolidate,  simplify,  and  reduce 

the  expenditure  as  much  as  possible,  and  to  render  the  protection  efficient  and  uniform, 

3547  English,  Scotch,  and  Irish  lights  should.be  placed  under  one  superintendence, 

3548  -With  a thorough  revision  of  the  constitution  and  management  of  the  Trinity 

Corporation,  witness  cannot  imagine  any  better  superintendence  than  that  Corporation ; 

revision  witness  would  recommend,  .3549-3561.  3563-3571 They  possess  in  a great 

degree,  the  confidence  of  the  shipping  and  mercantile  interest,  3549 Such  measures 

should  be  introduced  as  would  give  relief  as  quickly  as  possible  to  the  shipping  interest 

from  such  portion  of  the  charge  as  is  not  indispensable,  3562 Reasons  why  the 

present  system  would  be  more  just  than  the  proposed  plan  of  levying  a rate  on  all  the 

registered  tonnage  of  the  country  once  a year,  3572-3575 The  profits  arising  from 

shipping  of  late  years  have  very  greatly  decreased,  3576 The  lighthouse  dues  in 

England  bear  very  unfavourably  upon  the  shipping  of  England  in  comparison  with  the 
shipping  of  other  countries  trading  to  foreign  ports,  3577-3580. 

Younger  Brethren  (Trinity-house).  The  number  of  Younger  Brethren  is  unlimited  ; quali- 
fication of  Younger  Brethren,  Herbert  4890-4893. See  also  Trinity  House,  1. 
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